
APPENDIX A: PROCLAMATIONS, LEGISLATION AND REGULATIONS 

PROCLAMATION 

BUCK ISLAND REEF NATIONAL MONUMENT 

No. 3443 

January 4, 1962, 27 F.R. 31 

ESTABLISHING THE BUCK ISLAND REEF NATIONAL MONUMENT 
r:-.: THE VIRGIN ISLANDS OF THE UNITED STATES 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF A.>J:ERICA 
A PROCLAMATION 

WHEREAS Buck Island, situated orr the northeast coast or St. Croix 
Island in the Virgin Islands of the United States, was included in the 
public, go,·ernment, or crown lands ceded to the "C'nited States by Den­
mark under the convention entered into August 4, 1916, and proclaimed 
by the President January 25,1917 (39 Stat.1706); and 

WHEREAS all property thus acquired by the United States from Den­
mark, not resen·ed by the United States for public purposes prior to 
June 22, 1937, was placed under the control of the Government of the 
Virgin Islands by the act of June 22, 1936, 49 Stat. 1807 (48 U.S.C. 1405-
HOSc) ,1 with the legal title remaining in the "C'nited States; and 

WHEREAS Buck Island was not reserved by the United States for pub­
lic purposes prior to June 22, 1937, but has been owned by the United 
States continuously since the convention with Denmark in 1916; and 

WHEREAS Buck Island and Its adjoining shoals, rocks, and undersea 
coral reef formations possess one of the finest marine gardens in the 
Caribbean Sea; and 

WHEREAS these lands and their related features are of great scientific 
intert-st and educational value to students of the sea and to the public; 
and 

'''HEREAS this unique natural area and the rare marine life which are 
dependent upon it are subject to constant threat of commercial exploita­
tion and destruction; and 

WHEREAS the Advisory Board on Kational Parks. Historic Sites, 
Buildings and Monuments, established pursuant to the act of August 21, 
1935, 49 Stat. 666 (16 U.S.C. 463),2 Impressed by the caliber and scien­
tific importance of the coral reefs of Buck Island, has urged their prompt 
protection to prevent further despoliation; and 

WHEREAS the Governor of the Virgin Islands, under the authority 
vested in him by the legislative assembly of the Virgin Islands by an act 
approved December 5, 1961, has relinquished to the United States, for 
the purposes of facilitating the establishment and administration of a 
national monument for the protection of the above-mentioned areas and 
objects of historic and scientific Interest, such control as is vested in the 
Government of the Virgin Islands by the said act of Congress dated June 
22, 1936, over the area hereinafter described; subject, however. to the 
condition that the United States. including any agency or instrumentality 
thereof, shall not adopt or attempt to enforce any rule. regulation or re­
quirement limiting, restricting or reducing the existing fishing (including 
the landing of boats and the laying or fishpots outside of the marine gar­
den). bathing or recreational privileges by inhabitants of the Virgin Is­
lands. and shall not charge any fees for admission to the area. 

WHEREAS it is in the public Interest to preserve this area of outstand­
Ing scientific, aesthetic. anrl educational importance for the benefit and 
enjorment of the people: 

1. •~ L'.S C.A. ! HOS et seq. 
2. l G t: S. C.A. § ~63. 
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:\"0\\". THEREFORE. I, JOHN F. KE~NEDY, President ot the United 
States of America. ur.der and by ,·irtue of the authority vested In me by 
s<-ction 2 of the act or June 8, 1906, 34 Stat. 225 (16 U.S.C. 431),3 do 
proclaim that, subject to ,·al!d existing rights, there is hereby reserved. 
and set apart, as the Buck Island Reef National ~fonument. the area em­
bracea within lines drawn between the coordinates of latitude and longi­
tude recited as follows: 

Beg-inning at latitude 17 • 4 7'5 8" N., longitude 6 4 "3 8'16" W.; thence 
approximately 10.450 feet to latitude 17"47'30" N., longitude 64"36'32,.. 
W.; thence approximately 1,5 00 feet to latitude 17• 4 7'15" N., longitude 
64"36'32" W.; thence approximately 4,500 feet to latitude 17"47'00" N., 
longitude 64"37'16" \V.; thence approximately 8,600 feet to latitude 17" 
47'35" N., longitude 64"38'37" W.; and thence approximately 3.075-
feet to latitude 17"47'58" N .. longitude 64°38'16" W., the place of begin­
ning, embracing an area. of approximately 850 acres. 

\\" AR:\"ING is expressly given to all unauthorized persons not to ap­
propriate, injure, destroy, deface, or remove any feature of this monument 
and not to locate or settle upon any of the lands reserved for the monu­
ment by this proclamation. 

The Secretary of the Interior shall have the supervision, management,. 
and control of this monument as provided in the act of Congress entitled 
"An act to establish a ~ational Park Service, and for other purposes," 
approved August 25, 1916. 39 Stat. 535 (16 U.S.C. 1-3),4 and all acts 
supplementary thereto and amendatory thereof: Provided, that neither 
the Department of the Interior, nor any other agency or instrumentality 
of the Cnited States, shall adopt or attempt to enforce any rule, regulation 
or requirement limiting, restricting or reducing the existing fi11hing (in­
cluding the landing of boats and the laying of fishpots outside of the ma­
rine garden), bathing or recreational privileges by inhabitants of th& 
Virgin Islands, or charge any fees for admission to the area. 

I~ WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused· 
the Seal of the United States of America to be affixed. 

Do:-;E at the City of Washington this twenty-eighth day of December 
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and sixty-one, and 

[sEAL] of the Independence of the United States of America the on& 
hundred and eighty-sixth. 

JoHN F. KE:o~NEDT 
By the President: 

DE.\:" Rr~K. 
Secretary of State. 

3. 16 U S.C.A. i 431. 
4. 16 U S.C.A. I 1 et seQ. 
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PROCL·\l\.lATJOl\1 4346 

Reserving Certain Lands 1\cljaccnt to and Enlarg­
ing the Boundaries of the Buck Is1and Reef 
National !v1onumcnt in tl1c Virgin Islands of the 
United States 

lJyth~ Pr~sidenl ofth~ United Slal~s of Amuica 

A Proclamation 

The Buck Island Red National Monument, rituatcd off the northeast 
coast of Saint Croix Isbnd in tl1e Virgin Islands of the United States. 
was established by Proclamation ~o. 3443 of December 28, 1961 (76 
St.aL 1441 ). It now has been determined th:u approximately thirty a_cra 
of submergt"d land should he added to the monwnent ~ite in order to 

insun: the proper care and ma.na.~ement of the shoals, rocks, undcnc:a 
coral reef formati•Jns ind other objecL<. of scientific and hi--torical interest 
pc.rt:tining to this Nation:u ~Ionument. 

TI1ese thirty acr~ of submerged Ian cis a.re presently owned in fee· by 
the United Stat~. They will be com·cycd to the Government of the 
Virgin I~ands on February 3, 1975, pursuant to Section 1 (a) of Public 
Law 93-435 (00 Stat. 1210), unlc:;s the. President, under Sf:ction l(b) 
(vii) of that Act, dc-<:i!:'nate<: N herwi..--e. 

Under Section 2 of the Act of June: IJ, 1905, 34 Stat. 22.'> ( l o U.S.C. 
431 ), the P1·~idmt i~ ;wthori7cd to c.Icclarc by puhlic Prod~1atiun 
objec:ts of hi_!:lOnr. or ~cicntific inter~! th:1t arc ~itu:ttcd upon tnc );mcls 

owned or controlled hy the GO\·crnmcnt of the united St:ttcs to be. 
n:uion.1l i_llonumrnr.:. and m:•y rr<cn·e as a part the:eof p:~n:el.s of bnd, 

the limiLo; of which in ail c:t~rs ~hall be nmfint"c.l to the !'m:~lle<:t .:trea cmn­
p:ttihle wi1h the proper r.1rr- and mau.J~cment of tl:e ohjcrt!'l to be prn­
tcctc-cl. The :tf orrmcnt i••ll•·d thirty ••rr rs of ~~~ bnwrf!C"d bnds arc 
conti~'l•ou.s to the ~ite of the Dud; T-.l.1nd Re-d .:\".1tionall\Ionumcnt, con­
~tittll<" :t part of the crnln::i.-;tl .:-nn•nllll:ily of the Burk hbnd HeeL ;tnd 
will nl•l c:nhr~c tb IJH;;amJ .. ·nt h·aan.brie~ Lc~llllU tl•c !'m:lll~-sc ;ur:t 

C:Otnp:ttiJ,Jr \dth it" pr.~pcr C:tre ;md lll:lll.:l.!::Cnlent. 

1'\0\\', THERITORE. I. Gf.R \LD R. FORD. Prr-:iclcnt of tl;e 
UnitrJ .Statc.-c; of r\11wric·:~. iw 'i;wc- •·i titc :tl:tltnrity H:'lccl in me hy 
:::;rrtion 1(h)(vii) of PuhJj,· L:.w !l;_.U5 (8R Stat. 1210), c.Io hacl•y 

prod.aim that tin: l.u;ds herrin.titn dc!'cribt·c.l ;arc c.'crptcc.I from the 
tr.m~fc-r to the Gon·rnnwnt 0f the \·ir:.:in hlan,Jc: unde-r Section I (:1) of 
Puhlic Lnv 93-.;JS: :mtl, b~ Yit1ut" t•f tht: :mdmrity vc-<trd in me: by 
Section 2 of tht" Art of June r.. 1!10\i • .:>·1 ~t.ll. :?:?5 (hi U.S.C. 431), 
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Jo !1crcb~· proci:Jim that, subject to' ;lliJ c:-,i_qin~ ri;IJt.:;, the bmu ben:· 

inallcr rk:o;cribcd arc hereby :HJdc:J ro and made a p:ut of the Duck 
J~l:1nJ :Reef i\::1tion:tl ~fonumcnt, :md Pr0cl.unatjon ;-;o. 3-;~J '>f De. 
ccmocr Lll, 196 I, cst.Jblishing the Buck Isbnd Reef ~ation:ll !\{onumcnt 

is :~mended accorclingly. 

Dcginning at l:ltitudc 1 r47'30" N, lon~itudc 6-i-.3G'32'' "": thence 

:-~ppro:xim.1tcly 1000 feet to btirudc 1 r·li'27" N, longitude: 6.Y 
0

36'22" 
'\'; thence approxim.Jtcly 900 feet to btitude 17°-17'10" N, Tongitude 

G·t 0 3G'22" W; tl11:nce approxim:1tely 1000 feet to l:ltitudc 17°47'15" N, 
Jonf:it udc 6-T a ~G'22" \\'; thent:c :1 pproxim:ttcly I 500 feet .to latitude 
17°·17'30" !\, lon.;itude G~a3(i'J:'' W, the place of beginning, embracing 
an area of approxim:1tel)' 30 :-scrcs. 

IN WITKESS WHEREOF, I h:t'c hereunto set my hand this fi~t 
day of Februal')·, in the >·e;:u- qf our Lord nineteen hundred sc,·cnty-five, 
and of the Independence of the United St::ttcs of America the one hun• 
dred and ninety-ninth. 

[FR D«..75-3356 Filed 2-3-75;10: J I am) 
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