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INTRODUCTION 

i\.cquisition of the Old Stone Hcuse by the Nat.ional Park Se~lce 

because of its erchitectural merit was approved qy the Congress of 

the United State~ On September 25. 1950 (Public Law 8)6, 81~t Con~.). 

Title ~A5 vested to the United States On March 17, 195). 

Although there may still remain a taw possible sources of infor_ 

mation concerning the Old Stone HOl1.'le, it was daatllEld advisable to 

prepare Lhis prel1lllinaIj' aocount based on the Original reoome searched 

up to the time of writing. It se9ll1s very likely that further resea.-.:h, 

which lIllght be oarried On over a long period of ti,"", will fail to 

unCOver aQY significant facts about the house. The followin~ account. 

based primarily upon original source mterial, including recantly 

discovered District of Columbia ~cords never before used, 1s an attempt 

to determine and e\la1uate the hi.~torical significance of this early 

struoture. 

~ virtue of the fact that the Old Stone House was built in 1766 

ard lias for lMQY years a witness to important events in th" history-

of Georgetown snd of the National Capital, it possesses a certain 

inescapable historical value. l HOllever, tradition has in_ 

~--~-------~---~--

1. HearinKs before the Suucommittee on Public Land., House of Represen_ 
ta+"ives, 81st Congo 2d Sess. on H.R. 7722, April 27, 1950. Durini~ 
these he'l.rings the following statement concerninf the Old Stone House 
>'as lIl!1de by MI'. William W. Wurster, Chair!II;J.n of the National Capital 
PArk Clnd P]",minf Com. ..... ission, .•• it seems to me th~t the teallnicCll 
fact as to whether the little Old Stone !;ouse be pr""en to be a hou~" 
occupied by Gen. \Ol:lshin~ton Or not is not too important. At least, 
it ha5 been proven that it looked out On events that happened in those 
years, which added such color to th~t period. 



2 

tiTTr,tely connected the structure with Oeorge :;ashington and 11ajor Charles 

Pierre L'Cnfant, the planner of the Nation's Caoital. 110ro recently, 

the house has been associated with that famous and eluSive structure of 

Old Oeorgetown - Suter's Tsvern, 

In pursul.n!: the study of the Old Stone House, it seemed imperative 

that an effort should be made to resolve by me3na of original. historical 

sources the followIng four questions: 

1. 'rIas the Old StOlle House ",'Ia.shington'e Headquarters? 

2. ~','o.s the Old Stone House L'l!'nfanVs Headqu3J"ters? 

3. ',,1M the Old StQJ]e House Suter's Tavern? 

h. 1'ln'l-t was the actual use of the Old Stone House? 

A study of all available OriGinal source material bearing on the 

period when h'ashmeton could have been associated with the Old Stone 

!louse has f'ailAd to uncover any doclllllentary evidence ;rhich would prove 

that the house was used as his headquarters. It should be noted, how­

ever, that a vast atlount of' ol"tcinal records, which IIlidlt have revealed 

a definitive answer to t.hls most perplexing question, is no lont;<ll' 

extant. The available records ior this early period of history, which 

are incomplete and widely scattered, are thU3 tiw only records upon 

whiCh this dOCl.ll'l.:ntllICf s~ucty can he basad. A close [)Iralu3.tjen oI' 

facts ~urroundinG the traditional story, hOWeVel', t"nns to stron:;]y 

~ubstflIltiate !.he lack of evidence frem oriGinal ~ources \/Ilioll would 

"rove tilat t.he hous.;. HaS us,-d for '.'i\3hin£ton's hHadquart.;.rs. 
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In the ca~e of the L'llifant story, there is proof tlutt /f.ajor 

L'Enfant did not use the Old Stene House as a surveyine headquarters. 

Research has also proved tlJat the Old Stone HOUse 1/"-S not Suter's 

Tavern. This statement is based On Coc~~entary evidence from originDl 

recQrda of the actual period durinE uhich Suter's Tavern existed. 

,lith respect to the fourth question on the usn of the houso, the 

ell.lll'l1nation Of ori&inal records haB revoa.led that acrt .. in prominent 

personages of early Georgetown ~ere associated ,nth the Old Stone 

House. The records further portray the MUlie as a rBsidence and Be a 

place of bUSiness, which in later years seeMed to be primarily used 

as a painter's and gla:..er's shop. Althou[lh the information derived 

from oriGinal soun:ss failed to connect. tJu. structure in any way with 

George l'iashington, it should be rerllembered thllt the total. amount of' 

original docU/lIentary material bearing on the structure and its asso­

ciations is very much limited. 

-It ~lUllld seem that further l'es~arch at suoh depositories as the 

Library of :.'ongress, the National flrchives, l,!aryland Hall of Records, 

}!ontcomery County Office 3uiltlinC, 'fitle Insurance Companies, and 

other miscellaneo\ls sources might bear little fruit Over a long period 

of time. Tho full story of the use of' the Old Stone House seems doo,"ocl 

to remain clouded by the passago of tine. However, One mnllll fact 

from original records added to the inforlll1ltion th\lS fur uncovered 

miGht tmlock the door to this mystery. Such information W.ly well 

exist in certain unknown private collections of docum("nts. Up to 



now, however, it has not been discovered. 

Although this study based on original sources has been unable to 

follow the Clontinuous chain of USB of the Old Stone House, it has ac~ 

complished severa1 important things. It has uncovered evidence nhich 

strongly indicates the structure was not used by Ifashington. It has 

proved th~t the Old Stone House was not L'Ehfant's surveying head_ 

quarters, nor Suter's Tavern. Last, but far frcm least, it has de­

termined through original evidence the original lOCation cf Suter's 

historic "Fountain Inn," the mystery which has baffled looal IUstorians 

for the lest century. In addition, locations of other original George_ 

tmm stT"lctures haw be<lll determined during the search. The indication 

that '.iashington did not use the house should nct obscure the inherent 

value cf the structure. For the Old Stone House rema:1ne a building of 

great architectural merit and one which otcod witnese to important 

events in t.he early history of our Capital City and cur Na.tion. 
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CHAPTER 1. 

o:mu,sHIP 01' TEE DID STO?,'J:; r:OUSr,; P.WPinTY 

Prior to its purchase by the Yederal GoveI'TJI;1ent in 1953. orii>inaJ. 

lot J. the Georgeto'Wl'l p!'Operty on which the Old Stone House st;o.nds, 

"a5 oorned by a long succ8ssion of private individuals. In the ori(>inaJ. 

surwy of Georgetown, which was oolllpleted on }'ebruary 27, 1752, lot J 

was desaribed as beginning at the end of one hundred thirty-tour feet 

nine inches frOJ:l post No.1. Fronting on Bridge street, the lot 

",e .. sured 67 feet lJ~ inches westerly and 399 feet to the north.1 On 

March 211, 1752. lesa than one ,"orith after the original survey of the 

town ha.d been completed, lot J was sold by the GoJ!lJ1lissionerB of 

Georgetown to John Clagett for 1 pound 10 shillings.2 

Mr. Clagett, the first ollTler of the property, 6vent\lally had to 

forfeit lot 3 for f.tilure to i1np:rove the ground with a substantial 

buildine in accordance with the re'luireClcnts of the l<\aryland Colonial 

Assembly. On Jilile 11, 1762, lot) was resold to Jchn Boone for the 

earn of 1 pound 10 shillinGS.) Boone also failed 00 fulfill the bulld_ 

ing requirements of im,?rovjng the lot, and the Georeetmm CoJrllllissicners 

reallotted it to Christopher Layhman on June il, 176lJ, for the Sa.Ir09 

prica. lJ Layhlllan, likewise, did not iJr,proll'e the property. Upon his 

1. Ninutes of the Ueorgetown COl1lrrds~ioners, 1751-1789, Vol. l, p. ) 
(ill) . 

2. Ibid., r. 15. 
3. Ibid., r~ 38. 
4. !£!i., r. 41. 
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death, ho,wver, the lot cnn~ into the poss'Ossion of hi.s I'ddo.w, 

U;.chud. 5 At the Meeting of twn -:;o~!~issioners on June 1) J 1766, 

lot 3 "as listed as beine: tinp:ro,'ed 1.:i.th a substantial stone structure 

6 by nachael Layhman. Thus, the date of constZ"':.ction of the Old Stone 

House rnay be definitely plo.ced in the year 1766, Heretofore, architects 

of the Historic American Building~ Sur~ in 19)4 had estimated the 

d;:.,te of construction as being between 1764~1767. The actual year of 

construction revealed by the '['ecords of the Georgetown Coprus"io:1ors 

fit~ perfectly into the arehitactural estimates of the 19J!1 S\!rv"Y. 

Arter ilnprovi.ng lot J ldth the Stone House, the lfldolJ Layhman 

married Jacob Furvay. In 1761, the l;oma..n who wa.s to become one of 

the longest cuneTs of t.he Old Stone House acquired the property, 

,,,hen on June 9th of that year, Rachael and Jacob ~'urvey sold lot J to 

CasSllndra Chew in exchan(;e for lot 62 in GeorGeto.m and the SUln of 

7 100 pounds. CU3sMdra ChwJ, the ne," O-.r.ler, provided that upon her 

death lot 3 5h~uld become the proPGrty of her two daughters ]'Jary und 

Harriet l->ith the further pr[""i.~ion that should both dauchter~ die 

Ifithout hO-vlnl: heirs, the property would be conveyed to ;lobert Peter, 

mBr~hant of Georcetown.8 

In l'.oberl ;'crter's "til, stYled ;,lay 10, 1802, provision ":lS made 

that Cassnndra Che.:r~ dr,uChter 'brriet ,/,0 uus th~.n Harrie~ .:lruce 

,,('>\ud convey all her int":'3st in lot J to her sister Bllry Brulnln;r. 

S":"'i'itJ e 30:J.rch of orit':in"l lot 3 in Georgetown by J,.ttorney t..lfr~d J. 
';"l~Gr, ,':.\!C. IS, 1930. CUS(l 1:0. 16n68 :!;<::.coros of H~::".1 c.~t:J.te '.'it}e 
In5"r-mce Go., 'lnd C01Ul:!'.>i"- 1'it?,,, I~-~~o., ':.'''-3hin:;ton, D. C. 
p. l. 

f,. ";inutcs of 0~orGetolm :"oT'rm.1ssionel'S, £2.. £!.l., p. !.2. 
7. Liher K, folio 1322, ~'r<:.(!()rick.._'~?illlty umr:L.",ecorcts, 17118-1778 ll!!l) 

':"'n:l~olis, !ld. 
:". L;b~~ r., foli.o 1324, .""~s.gjc" C2.;!,.,t~~ry).(U:.'::£~, (1~1) ;.>In·,polill, .. J. 
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In retum, Harriot was to receive lot 29 on High street, upon the death 

of her mother, CaSS8I'1dra Chell. 9 Thus, Nary BrlJJTlJ..ey became the sale 

legal owner of the Old Stane HOllse property upon the death of her moth­

er in 1808, and continued possessl_on of the property untU her OliTl 

10 
death in 1826. 

In the '\/ill of Hary Brumley dated April 5, 1826, the Old Stone 

House and lot J was divided between her heirs as follows: 

! to dauftlter Harriot Smlth 
f to dauehter Cassandra Chew McKenzie 
-:t to Gl"and-children Sarah Haria and fum Suter. 

Children of Barbara and John Suter.ll 

In 18)5, Cass:rndre. HcKenzie conveyed her interest in the properly to 

Sarah l>laria Suter.12 Harriet Smith and Sarah Haria (Suter) Bow" 

continued ownership of the "roperty until 181~. On September 7, 1815. 

lot. 3 was sold to Richard Il. Harney and Calvin Payne as tenants in 

common.13 

On l~ay 11:, 1890, the heirs of Hichard R. larcey and Calvin Payne 

sold the lot. 3 proporty to }:orli3.n R. "nd James D. Goddard, brothers, 

as tenants in comrrron.lh The Goddard brothers pai.d the eum of ;)10,752.Go 

9. Libc;!" B', folio 329, ;lill BOQII:, ):ontEome~~".unty Rec~, ,-.ccleville, 
Hd. 

10. Case llo. 169168 !leal ..::state '.litle 
]:nsuranc<, Co., £E. ci.t. Altholl:}l-
s01~ 1"r;al Pcss{)ssion or the rro[ler;';Yr",~;:ji Has 
listed under her name =y years earlier in as-
seSS'Kmt necords, 

11. 11>:\<1, 
12. Ibid. 
13. l("(:COrd ~,,-sc 110. 169168 .{",,1 .:.state '1'itle In5urMCe Co. ~nd Columbia 

'L'it] e Insurance Co., £Eo ill. 
Ill. Ibid. 
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for the property at that time,15 From thence. the properly descended 

to Prederic\t J. Goddard and his Sister, Alice D. Goddard. It was dur-

ing the ownership of Frederiok Goddard and h~s sister Alice that an 

historical ma.rker referrinG to the Old Stone House 9.9 "George Wash1.ng-

ton's Headquarters while Surveying ~;ashington in 17~" was placlJd on 

the st:ruct\\re. The 0'lln6rS, Frederick Goddard and his Bi~ter lived in 

their old !alllily residence at )017 Dumbarton Avenue. For many yeanl 

Mr. and Mrs. Janes n. Davie lived as tenants in the Stone HO~$e. 

where they often grs.ciouBly received the <nll'ious and interested 

visitors. 

On April 2. 1940, five years after the death or hie sister Alice, 

,;'rederick J. Goddard sold the Old Stone P.OUSB property to Harris Levy 

l'rom !{:trri~ Levy and his wife the property passed 

tnto the hand~ of Samuel Levy and other heir~. It wa~ purchased from 

Srunlle1 Levy and o'mers for the :rum of ;)90,000 by the United States 

OovemJllant On !larch 11, 195.3 .17 

16. Insurance 

17. 
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On \f.,dnesday, June n, 1766, the <ninutes of the Georgetmffi 

Coonnissioners revealed that origi.n.ll lot No.3 had been improved 

with a sUbs-w.ntinl bllildinp, by Rachael Layrroan. l This substantial 

stone stl"UCture was the saroe Old Stone House ''Ihioh stands tod;!y at 

30.51 M Street, N. W., surr,ywlded by the cO!lmercial stores and shops 

of a later and vastly ciifferent age. 

Believed to be the oldest structure in the Distrlat o£ Columbia, 

the Old Stone House is a £ine e~le of pre_Revolutionary architec_ 

turf). In 19)4-, an architectUI'u study of the building was l!IB.de by 

the noted architectural historian, Tho1ns T. WateI1llal'l.. 11r. Watennan 

observed thnt the house wa~ T_~h.aped in pl.an, with a small wing in 

the rear projectinr, into the hill. The style was considered to be 

Pennsylvanian. In his architectural descri9tion of the house, Mr. 

Watennan noted that most of the exterior tnm 'Was original and that 

the east gable was of brick, l.aid in cOJltnon bond and d"-ting from about 

1800. Various c\unze~ in the house seem to have been made about that 

time. Nr. ',aterman found the old sash and frrunes to be excellent 

examples of their type and period. "To my kno>rledce," he said., "the 

Old Stone House is the only building :in the Distrlct that the arohi­

teciure identifies as one of: the Pre_''tevolutionary oeriod..,,2 

----- ----~C__--C_ 
1. Hinutcs of ""he G""rgetmm CortllHissioners, 17.51-1789, Vol. l, p. 42. 

(LC) 
2. 1\,e Ne>J York 'l'iru)s. r,orlCiay, A!Jril 21:-, 1950, p. l6c. 



Architect ~aterman was especially interested in the mantel in 

the room on the second floor at the cack and tne fine old paneling, 

featu~nl large square panels divided by narrow and smsll square 

panes.3 The only similar paneling in k~erica, he declar£d, is in 

the American wine of the Metropolitan ~useum of Art in New York. 4 

Tnts sllni1a.r panelinl I"l.S that found in a roO'm from Long Island taken 

from a house built about 1739.5 

The second floor room in the Old Stone House is paneled on two 

sides to the ceiling with two closets with arched door heads which 

balance the fireplace on the north sLde. 6 It is believed by 

architeots that the interior paneling and trim were transplanted to 

tne Old Stone House from an earlier location'? 

J. ,. 
5· ,. 
7. 

Ibid. 
Ibld. 
R. ~l. Taylor. ·\'!.~shi.!:l.[ton' s Jiead<;lu_RJ'ters lo-'!......r;;.~'<-Ql.etow..'l, D. C. 
Public Library, p. 2. 
Ibid. 
Davis, Dorsoy, and H~ll, 
Corn;<all. N. Y.; p. 118. 

r,eor~etO"om Hou.~,,~ of tho Federal Period. 
---'""--------~--~-------.-------
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Old Stone HOU8e _ northeast vie .. from the rear iJ1 19J.1J. 
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GillnGE ·.L~SHINGTON'S l!.1Gn:iilll.ING llrAr.QUAR"£..::H3 

The Old Stone Hause has orten been referred to ~5 George 

"'.'qshington's Headquarters. Although numerous attempt", to prove 

thia statement by documentary research have failed. the tradition 

has lingered on. However.!L very cOMnlOn misconception of this 

traditional story has developed in recent years. In Bpeaking to 

many persons concerning this tradition. it liaS disco'lered that th~ 

Valit Jll3jority of thflJn were thinking in terms of' a military head­

quarters ~en the phrlWe w.;ashington' 5 Headqua.rters" >las mentioned 

in connection with the Old Stone House. This, of' course, is B 

d1I"act contTadiction of' the older traditional tala. lIor years. 

certain residents consid~!>ed the house to have been l,ashington's 

En&ineering headquarters while surveying the ne~ Capital in 1791. 

The traditional story gave no mention of B military headquarters, 

nor has there eVer been any indications that "iashingtan had any 

connections with the structure during the Revolutionary '.Iar. 

As early as 18711, ho,rever, there was a plaque on the Old stone 

House, stating that it .'ras "George IlashinJrton's lheineering lIead­

quarters.,tl /l. later historical marker placed there in 1899 re­

i'erred to the structure as bRine "George IJashinErton's :Ieadquarters 

while sr,r-veyinr; './ashjngton in 1791." 'rhus it is plain to see that 

1. Personal interview with N,s. Aljce Gibson, December 6, 195"'C.'---



15 

the orie;inal tradition referred to the struoture as a Headquarters 

for \-!aahington only >lhile the neH Capital was beine planned in 1791. 

Suoh II trnditian in itself limits t.he time ,""ioh 'o'/ashington could 

have spent in the Olel Stone :louse to a matter of a rmf days, 

l.Jhen did thiS traditional story begin. Mrs •. \li<:0'1 Glbsan, B. 

gracious lady no'" living in ArlinGton, vividJ.y remembers the Old 

'-hone House. In 1874, !1ra. Gibson, then II siX year old ohild, 

lived in Georgetown aoross rrom the Old Stone House, She reoalled 

that there W!IS a plaqu6 on t.he house atating that it wasllOeorge 

lia..shington's mgineerlne Headquarters."Z At that time the structure 

~s being ueed as II business establishment of aome kind. Mrs. Qibson 

further stated that people oOl!lIllOnly referred to the struoture as 

\,ashington's Head'l.u<'.rtersl and, moreover, that the local residents 

were very proud of the old house. J Over the years this traditionBJ. 

story became firmly entrenched in the mindS of Georgeto~ residents. 

As a result of this lingering tradition, there w~re intermittent 

efforts on the part of local Citizens to have the structure preserved 

as a historic shrine. Over a lonG period of time, however, a veri_ 

table amy of professional and nonprofessionn1 historinIl6 searched 

for evidence which wculd prove that the Old Stone House was ,,'ashin\:_ 

ton's ineineering HeadQuarters. 

On December 22, 19251, a hill (Il. H. 739J) I/as introduced in the 

House of i(epresentatives by Repres"ntative Fred A. 2ritten.4 This 

2. Ibid. 
J. Ibtd. 
4. 11"Jr(Jra'ldurn ~'rom 11rs. V. 1'1. \!~O(lS to S~l inoom, 

the C~orge \hsnin~ton iJicentenni:tl. ~o"u1j_s"iClIl 

1-13-V .t8oor& of 
(11.\) . 
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bill proposed to nake the structure kn010m as '.-,'ashin(;t:.on's E.ngineering 

Headquarters, a national monument and a unit of a national engineer-

In, museum. 5 ?he sum of $200,000 liaS requested for this project. 

In the lizht of this impending leGislation, an investieation 

lias launched by local groups to determine authenticity of the tradi-

tional claimS, Dr. George II. Richardson, a local histDrian, ... aa as_ 

signed by the Citizens AdVisory Councll to investigate the history of 

the structure.6 Dr. HichardsOll later reported to this (>l'oup that he 

had consulted with "aJ.l the present experts on 'ilashington history" 

and had fail"d to find any confirmation whatso..vsr for tho; story. 7 

Buttressed with report, the Citizens AdviSOry CounCil on 

February 25, 1930 recommended stroncly against the project to re­

stare the "Headquarters of Georee ~')aBhinl>ton.,,8 \'Iith this strong 

recommendation aaainst restoration at that time based on a near 

unaniJnous aareement of locnl historians that the Old Stone House 

was not "Hashillgton'a Headquarters," the proposed leeislation failed 

to become law. Among the historical. authorities consulted at that 

time was Allen C. Clark, long time ?re~irtent or the GollllT\bia Histor_ 

ical Society. ¥~. Clark stated categorically that there was no 

evidence to prove that the Old Slone Honse was \'Iashincton' 9 Hea.d_ 

quarters, and that he was fimy convinced that it was not, He 

said, "The face of the Old Stone House has b"en a haven of histori-

cal markers. l'hese have b",en false in their message.,,9 

S. Ibid. 
6. ')ashi.n,;ton J;YeninG Star, Feb. 26, 1930. 
7. Ibid. 
8. Thi.d. 
9. ~n C. C:lark, "::>uter's ravern." ;'{-L,ll'ds 0" ~h,' Golmnbia His­

toJe'ical Soc;ety, 'loI. 42-43, p. nY:----
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views were expressed by other local historians. ~veryone aeamed to 

aQ'ee t.hat while the traditional story concernint; the use of the 

house had aCQui.red an increasing 1.mpetu~, the critical evaluation 

of historical evidence failed completely to corraborate or to justify 

the traditional claims.IO 

A few years later researchers were employed by the George 

l'il.l.shington Bicentennial Commission to attempt to find evidence 

which would prove t.he traditional story. These investir;ators also 

failed to WlCOVeT any pertinent evidence. In !!>Ore recent years 

other persons interested in local history, including 90me well­

qualified hi~torians have carried on researoh On the Old Stone 

House !I.!ld they too have joiJ1ed the p·owing army of persons \/ho 

failed to locate any doclllI\entary evidence to prove this strange 

tale of the past. 

Although the lItrong tradition surrounding the Old Stone Houlle 

may not be liGhtly discarded, a care£u1 evaluation o£ events sur_ 

rounding the old struottlre fans to sUPJXlrt or strengthen the tra­

ditton in this instance, 

The most serious deterent, of course, is the inescapable fact 

that neither before nor in the recent research for t.his report, has 

My documentary evidence been unearthed to SUbstantiate the claim 

that th" stl'\lctnre waS "',Jashingtan T s Lngincering ;!"adqua.:rters." 

10. Ibid. 



Histor:r is dependent upon facts based upon written records. Hithout 

such records, even in view of a lincerin~ tradition, history cannot 

be written. In this aspect of the Old Stone Ciollse :;tory, it would 

be impossible in view of the complete lack of 1'Iritten evidence to 

refer to the st!"l:ct.ure as the "l::l1C;neering Hp.adquarters of George 

~~"shington. " 

In addition to the l~ck of documentnry evidence to prove that 

the structure was ~.,rashineton's Headquarters, there (lre other facts 

which stronEly tend to be"r out this stranee lack of evidence. The 

strictest interpretation of the traditional story tells us that 

\lllshincton is said to have used the Old Stone i!ouae as an llncineer_ 

ing Headquarters while the new city of \'iashinaton was being surveyed 

and planned in 1791. Not only does such an interpretation 1i.rn:1t the 

time in which l'iaslLingtnn nIIl:! h"v" beGn associated with the house to 

a sinv.e yeill', or month, but it confinos the period to some .rel~ 

daya. 'rhe question ari~e~; ',','ould Georce ',la3hin;:rton establish a 

personal headquarters for such a short period of time? 

I-Iashin[;ton · .. as vitally interested in the establishment of the 

ne>< city. However, in 1791, h~ wa~ the Pre"id~nt of the lInited 

State" :lnd was located in Philadelphia, the Federal Gapital. llot_ 

'rith~tandine his interest in the nml carital on the Potomac, which 

had heen authorized by the act of Jt:17 16, 1790, President \{ashincton 



1Ia.:l fully ane:q,ed in the new and exact1ng task of direct1ng the new 

Goverl\lllenl of the United States. Durint; the time in wnich the city 

of lIashinEton lias planned and surv"yed by Hajor L'<.nfant, and as_ 

Sistants, it is a Matter of record that the President lias only able 

to be in the new federa.! district for .2 days. These days were full 

~d active ones with numoroU9 meetings and official acts. It \lOuld 

seem strange indeed that the President ~TOuld have found tiJTIe alone 

to Bet up an fug11leer1ng Headquarters. The actual work of effecting 

the oril;'JIal plan \l9.S after all assigned to Hajor L':>nfant, and muoh 

of the supervision of other public affairs lias Given to the three 

Federal Commissioners appointed by the President on January 22, 1791.11 

Major Gharles Pierre L' ;:nfant, who had been selected by Presi-

dent ',iashinii'ton to plan the neN Capital, arrived in Georgetown on 

March 9, 1791.12 L'-"flfant lodged at Suter's '£avern and iJnryediately 

hegan preparatiCl!ls to plan and s'clrvey the federal district. The 

~or of Georgetown secured three or four men to a5sist the able 

Planner. 1) 
hi. 

Tmm.rd the end of the month Preddent ',,'ashington paid/first 

recorded visit of 1791 to Georgetown for t.he purpose of selecting 

sites for the public buildings and reach\ng an a(:1'sement ~lith the 

original proprietors of the area. On the "",ming of l-!arcb 28, 

1791, the chier executive, traveling from Bladensburg, was met II. 

12. {,etter from L' imfant to th,;,"i::;;,:::;: ;~i::;io ",coh 
Difices-L'~nfilllt-Hortan Pa"ers. }i:lS 

13. Ibid. 

11, 1791. 
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~€>T m'iles out of to'lm by the prinoipal citizens and escorted to 

Suter's Tavern in Gcorl':eto~:n, where a (lubHc dinner was Liven in 

his honor. lb The !"rssid<mt also lod<;ed at Sut",r's 1''' .... e= in aC-

oordance with his long established custom. Prior to the dinn~, 

President '.Iaahington eXa.JlIined the surveys of Mr. micot and the 

works of Hajor L'fufant, and ,..ads arrangements to examine the 

grounds the next day.IS There was no mention of a visit to his 

HeadquarterS. In fact, Washington e)Gl1llined Ute survey and plans 

at Suter's Tavern, where he had conducted so much official business 

during his days as Presidont of the Potomack Canal Company. 

On the forenoon of the 21th, the President inspected the 

grounds of the new city and received L'~fant's suggestions on the 

location of the public buildin;:;s. That o.fternoon he met with the 

federal ColllllliS8ioner~ to expedite the arrancements with the oriCi -

naJ. proprietors of the seleated territoIy.16 In the eveninE the 

busy President spolee to the proprietors, whose procrastination was 

already causine him Greatest concern. 

On the th:lrd day March 30th, President l'iashint>ton met with the 

criginal proprietors of tho lnnd on which the ."ederal City was to 

be established and reaohed a satisfactory aereement for the ~onvey-

"nOe of 1(lflci9 to the ~"ederal CovQr.ltrlGnt.17 

11,. 
15. 
16. 
H. 

''':hat a lterncon the 



'liell_satisfied ?resident left Oeor;,:etOl:!l for Alexandria and !-lo'JIlt 

Vernon. L'urine this stay '\n CeoreetCllffl, Prllsident ',j<tsh;.ncton re-

sided at Suter's Ta~rn and conducted his ~portant affairs there. 

There is evmy indication that his instructions to 1'l!.nfnnt. and 

Ellicott were given in Suter's '£avern, which had bean the PreSident's 

"headQusrters" during his entire sta.y in the rederaJ. District. There 

was never any mention of a.n Engineering cr Surveyinc Headquarters 

during President ';laahineton'a brief but buay visit to the sit .. of 

the new Cap:ltal. 

The Presiderrt's next visit to GGorf';eto1ol!l during the cruclaJ. 

planning of the naw Capital came t.hree months lat.er. On June 27, 

1791, he arrived at Suter's Tavern in Georgetown to put the ilnish_ 

ing touches to the locaticn of the Federal City.lB Since the 

President's aereement. with the oril~nal proprietors had been signed, 

certain misconceptions and misunderstandinGs had arisen in the minds 

of the proprietors. Hmmver, upon \{ashinfr'ton's reappearance in 

June, aJ.l difficulties seemi.ngly vanished. The proprietors of 'Jest_ 

ern and ea~tem sections of the l'edel'al area cheerfully initiated 

the arr=eements to carry out the re'l.uirem(>nts of thGir acreement 

of t!al'ch )Oth. l9 On Tues';ay June 2f\th, .. ,hile the COmJ'lis,;ioners 

'Here preparing the deeds to be signGd by the proprietors, ',:ashing .. on 

inspected the ncw ,.'ederaJ. district ~rith i!ajor L'...rd'ant and l!r. micott. 20 

Itl. Geor(jetolmj';e(>kly l.edccr, July 2, 179l, 
19. Ibid. 
20 •• Iashinpton's Diary, June 28, l1'-}l. 



The next day tha Preside!lt H"S Ereatly relievecl wh~n the deeds con_ 

veying the lands for the Capital were sioned. On this day also 

while the proprietors and Collll1issioners uere gathered at Suter'B 

Tavern the President showed them the approved Plan of' the Federal 

~ity. which had been 
21 

co,"pleted by !1ajor L'~fant. The plan. which 

Met with an enthusiastic responsa fr!ll!1 all. sho>led clearly that the 

Capit.ol build1.ng was to bs placed on Jenkins Hill on the land of 

Daniel Carroll of' IJudd1.n[{ton and that the President's House and 

other Departments ,,'ere to be situated on the rising ground adjoining 

Hambureh. one PIile .from Georgetown. 22 

'rhus by June 29, 1791 the basic planning of' the Federal City 

had already been finished. DurinG the time whsn the new Capital 

'lm9 being planned by L'i.nfant, ',\'ashi.ngton spcmt exactly six da,'B 

in Georgeto..-n. He resided at Suter's TaVlOrn durinG all of that 

t1Jne as did L'fufant who 'las -working on the plan. 2) Thus, 'tf lUly 

structure ever existed which could lay clai," to being ,[ashinGton's 

place of of.ficial business, it was Suter's 'favern. From extrmt 

cloownentary sources, it appears that l'.'ash;np;ton's so_called "Head~ 

21. Georgetown ',{eekly Ledger, July 2. 1791, p. 3. 

22. Ibid. '~'~::~ 23. J'Oilil Suter's account I'.ajor L';:, 
Jan. 9, 1792 

L' F is quoted 
'l'av",rn" in the 

42-113, p. 93, 
in Georeetol-1Il," 
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quarter,,1t and Suter's Tavern were one and the "aim stn:cture. 24 

Subsequently we shill see that the Old Stone HOilS" ;!as not Suter's 

Ta.vern. Consequently. in addition to a lack of evidence to support 

an "llic;ineering :Jeadquartera for ',,'asninL>ton," t.>Jertl is the added 

fact of ;'Iasllington's steady use of Sutf'r's "avern - an entirely 

different structure .from the Old Stone llouse. All that remains of 

the Old Stone House 's cla1lll as ·.;ashin~on I s Headquarters is a 

strange lingering tradition of the past. 

24. In the book "Gooree :iashin~ton's lleadquarters iII Ceoreetown" 
HI'S. Bessie ' . .'ilmrth Cahn attempts to prove that the Old Stone 
House Vas Suter's Tavern. Since it was Suter's TaveI'lllmere 
L' -'l1iant st"-yed while he drB'.f up the plan for the Federal '~it:r 
and where Washington reSided while conductine official business 
in thll lederal District, it "as illlp~rative that the Old Stonll 
HOUB6 and Suter's 'l'avern be connected as the same stn.l.ct'lre in 
orrkr W> ~ive added WRight to ,.,he theory tnat the Old Stonll House 
w!ls the headquarters of "ashinr;ton and L'Enf<mt in ccnnection 
,rith thll plan and survey of the neu Capital i.n 1791. Mrs. Orum 
fails to prove by documentary evidence that the Old Stone House 
was Sutllr's Tavern. This failure to prove that the Old Stone 
House and Suter's Tavern wore the same structure greatly weakpns 
the clailn of tho former structure to be that of "George \iashinC­
ton's Jongineering Headquarters" or "L'",nfant~'s lieadquarters." 



CIlAPI'ER 4 

I~JOIl L'",!FAHT'S H<Al..QU:J':TE.RS '';IULB 
PLAl!llIllG '.rHE CITY OF ~'1iI5i'DlGTON 

L'Enbnt's Headquarters not loc!lted in Old Stone House 

A seClond aspeot of the traditional. story involvinG" the Old 

Stone House Cloncerna its use by ¥.a.jor L'Cnfant. A study of avs11_ 

able dOCUlIIentary lI\B.terial shO',j'$ that this story rests only upon the 

erroneous theory that the Old Stone House and Suter's Tsvern .... ere 

one and the same structure. Since it ~ll be proven in a subss_ 

quant chapter on Suter's Tavern that the Old Stone Houas was not 

Suter'e TaV"'m, the csse for the Old Stone Jiouse as L',fhfant's 

Surveying Headquarters becomes precarious to say the least. 

The attempt to connect L'E;nfant with the Old Stone House 

seems /I\Oreovar to be of recent origin. 'fhe first knOIll1 marker 

placed em the structure about 1874, gave no mention of L'J:hfant. 1 

A later marker placed on the structure in 1699 by the Piram Ripley 

Sooiaty, Children of the American Ilevolution called the building 

"George lfashington's Headquarters wile surveying ;l'ash:lngton in 

1791.,,2 ThETe waS stUl no mention of L'j,;nfant. llhen lira. 

Bessie 1iill1T<),rth Cahn's book George ':i"shington's He"dquartETB in 

Georr;etOloffi appeared in 1940, it supported the viel' that in addi_ 

tion to heinE: ·,Iashington's headquarters, the Old Stone House 

2. [l('ssie '.iilmal'th 
Ocol'[;etowIl. Silve,. 

24 

9. 



bad also been Suter's 'lavern and L'i'nfant's sUI"ley1ng headquarters. 

The evidence gathered by !f.rs. Gahn adequately supporte~ the 

known fact that L'~fant made both his headquarters and residence 

et Suter's Tavern.) At the time, however, lirs. Gahn was lJ.IIable 

to prove by the use of substantial documentary evidence that the 

Old Stone House "a9 suter's TaVllrn. 110reover, recent evidence 

proves that Sllter'e 'LsV'eITl could not have been the Old Stone House. 

In the light of trois situation, it would be impossible to l'Iaintain 

that L' Enfant used the Old Stone House as a surveying office. 

\~en L'Entant arrived in Georgetclin on ~larch 9,1191, he went 

directly to the Mayor as he had been instructed. h Then the visicn_ 

ary ~,ajor tack up his abcde at the lr"'ll-kno'lln Tavern of John Suter, 

and immersed hilTlself in t.he task of planning the nelr oUy} He "as 

later joined at Suter's by Andrew Ellicott and Baron De Grarr.6 

L'Enfant continued to reSide at the famous hostelry ~~d it was there 

that he executed the oricinal plan of the new Capital. By March 26, 

1791, the indomitable Frenchman had completed a full report Cn the 

). Oliver ~;). 1Io1m~s. 1I'1'he ;';olonial l'averns of Georgetown." Hec­
ords of the Golmnbia Historical SOCiety, Vol. 51-52, p. l.-rii 
this article Dr. lIoilllcs stated that Suter's Tavem wa.s "where 
L'Eni'ant, the city rlanner, and 4licott, the city surveyor, had 
their headquarters and did their significant work. This fact is 
f"rther supported by the orl_L'inal account of John Suter against 

c. 
Ma,'o; 1'tItfant and Mr. Ulicott thru of 1791, which 

be found in the ,(1"1'. 

Pap<.rs, 
S. Suter's account a~ainst And~ew Jlllicott, NaJor L'ini'ant. and 

Barer, De Craff. Proceed-tnr;s of the SOlnrnissioners, G. 1'. Jan. 9, 
1792. (Ill\.) 

6. B£!:l. 



locsticn of the HOIl",eS of Congress, President'a house and othElJ' 

sapects of the new Federal Diatrict. 7 

WIlen the President came to Cieorgeto.m an H&rch 28 to confer 

With the orig1Jt.al proprietor", he was eager to examine L'Enfant's 

report on the new city. At S\lI:.er'a Tavern where both men lodged, 

the President and his ohosen planner discussed the proposed de­

velopment ot tlle nIN district.8 Three IIIOlIthB later W&ehingt.on 

exhibited L'mfBnt's originoJ. plan to the proprietore with groot 

eatisfa.ation. 

It seema ve:!'T olear that L'lhf'ant's eo-called headquarters or 

otfioe was a roolll in S",ter's Ta.vern. Furthtn' evidenoe 81lpport~ 

ins this view i8 given. in the lIOrde ot L'Enfant hi.lllllltlt. In 

Deoembtn' of 1191, he had gCllle to Philadelphia to cOlIfer with the 

President on the new Capitsl. In hie absence, the Federal Camm1s~ 

sioners di5lllisaed his assistant. and vorkll\Elll, adding fuel to the 

siltl!!ering differences that were brewing betwoon L'l!:n:flUlt and the 

COItIIIiasionera.9 

In a sworn stat.ament made by L'Enfant in 1003, the teJllPer~ 

lIIIIental planner said that while he ."as in Philadelphia in DeoelJ>o 

ber of 1791, a tr1lllk and several boxes ccmtain1ng his oHicisl 

platu:1, en<;rsvinga, and drawings as ."ell as all his survsp,ng 

equitment, his JllBthematicsl instrument", and vouchers were 

ttcarrisd away frcm the place of hie abode" by the (;011L'11iesioners. lO 

1. Report of l1ajor t'lhfant. to President Washington, Mar. 26, 1791, 
C.T. L'Enfant Papers 1791~180S, I-I.9S. Div. lLC). 

8. Washineton's Diary, Mar. 28, 1791. 
9. Major L'mf!lIlt's SI/Orn affidavit before l<Jilliarn ThoI'TIton, t'eb. 8, 

180). D1gees-Morean-L'F~fant Papers, MSS. Div. (Le). 
10. !ill. 
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ThiS statement and other collaborating information provided by 

1'Enf!J1t shOHS that his of.rice and his place of abode lIere one and 

the sams.ll Since we know thnt his place of abode while planning 

the city through December 20, 1791, was John Suter's Tavern, the 

inevitable conclusion is that ~rEllfant'a office '1'11.3 also located 

in Suter'a Tavern. This information coupled ,nth the kno'ollcdge 

that the Old Stone House vas not Suter's Tavern. enables one to 

firmly state th~t L'~rant did not use the Old Stone Houae in con~ 

nection with the pla.nning of the National CiLpital. 

L':ihfant and his Difficulties 

I,hen Pierre Charles L'llnfant Has chosen by President ',Iashincton 

to plan the Federal City, he looked upon his assi~ent as a great 

challsnee. This brilliant artist who ha~ reuGht upon the battle_ 

field for American independence would not plan for but a s1nele 

century, but for a thousand years. 

lhjor L'En.cant was described a.s "(1 man marked by a stem 

independence of character in all circUJ1l.'3tances and conditian~ ••• 

one whom nO motive of interest or teJIJpt.atian of convenience could 

SWIljy from hi~ purpose or induce to alter his plan to ~uit the ta3te 

or the purpose of his employers.,,12 Decanse he had been personal_ 

ly selected .cor his task by .Iashjncton, L'''-IJ''ant considered hilnsf'lf 

accountable to no other authority than the President.lJ .~pp;lrently 

11. ;3eca\l.'le of this fact, it ~"5 iroporative tor Ers. (),a}m to attempt 
to prove that 3,;ter's '£avorn 1ms located in the Old Stone HOl_SA. 

12. Typed 11S5 cn Georgetown and I:ajor L'Lllftlnt. '£aimert Papers! 
HSS. Div. (LC). 

13. ~. 
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others in the n",.. :'ederal District considered his pofle:t' to be an 

par with that of the three ;.'aderal Commissioners. On April 12. 

1792. SaJ:Iuel Davidson told the GoMnlissioners that L' l:llfant I $ au~ 

thority ~f1l.s generally considered to be of equal rnncnUude to their 

OWll.14 

In spite of President l,/ashi.ngton's great respect for l ..... jor 

L'Enfant'~ ability, he had entrusted full authority for all matters 

pertai!ling to the Carital City to the !lederal Col'!l1lissioners and he 

expected L'l!.nfant to cooperate ,Tith them. It was not long before 

difficulties arose between the planner and the CoNnissioners. 

Both the Commissioners and the President desperately tried to 

Boothe the anger of Daniel Carroll of j}"ddington, when !'.ajor 

L'&Jfant had his house tom dOlm beCause it obstructed the pla.n.a. 

President h'ashinQ;on advised Daniel Carroll that L'infant's "zeal 

in the public ca.use has carried him too fast.,,15 The President 

personally reprimanded L'fufant for his action, as followal 

••• HavinG the be"uty, and h"nnony of your 
plan only in view, you i'mrsuo it as ii' fNsry 
person and thing >:::13 obli~ed to yield to it; 
whereas the Co~~issioners have many circURr 
stances to attend to, SOm6 of lihich, perhaps, 
may be unknO\ill to you; "hich "vl.nces in a 
strong point of vi~" the propriety, the nec_ 
cssity and eVen the ~afety oi' your actine by 
their direction ••• l 

ApproxiJnately three months later, the brUltant p"l=er was 

re1ifNJd oi' his o:'ficiaJ. duties. Thomas Jeffer~on wrote Major 

14. Letter i'ro," :::;'llIIuel Davidson to the Uollll'lissioTIers, a, 'f. 
April 12, 1792 _ lJavidson ,'apers, j·BS, Dil'. (LC). 

15. Letter from Gcorl'c .:ashjn;;ton to Daniel ~al'l'oll of Dud(;u.,ton. 
Phila., Dec. 2, 17'71. Ar~hj vcs o~' GeorGetO'om Univcrsi ty. 

16. Letter 1'1'0;11 G801'/" .,",Sf>' ,~ton to j·bjor L'.:.n.i',mt, Philu., Dec. 2, 
1791. ~i,;~('s-L'iln["nt-HoL·go.n I'npGr~, 1'1'15-1792, N;:lS.iliv. lLC). 



" 
L'l!ltfllI1t an February 27. 1192 that he had beom instructed by the 

President to inform him that his services must be at an end. l ? The 

Presidmt also wrote a perscmal letter to L'Enfant on the [0110"'-

ing day in which he assuroo the Hajor that his retention would hav., 

been most pleasing to him. But the Chief Executive also said: 

.•• every mode has been tried to accommodate 
your wishes on this principle, e~cept changing 
the Commissioners (for Commissioners there MUst 
be, & under their dir"ction the pUbU'C"'bU'Udings 
II[llst be oarried on ••• ) to change the Conu:dssion­
ers cannot be done on ground of propriety, justice, 
or policy .7:"10-

Thua the £ifted and individualistic city planner was relieved 

of his official duties. However, for the better part of a year 

L' frlfant h.B.d been vitally concerned wit.h the planning and de_ 

velopment of the B'ederal City-. In a few short months after his 

arrival in Oeorgetown he completed the ori{inal plan of the ne.< 

Federal City, which was approved by- the President and the Congress. 

Although certain chances and deviations WEre later made from this 

plan, the creat l'ation.u Capital even to thl.s day follows ths 

basic design of this man whose tomb nO\{ ailently overlooks the 

City of "mae:nificent distances" which he pl"-nned over 160 years "llo. 

11. Copy of letter from Sec!"etary of State to j"jajor l'.I!:nfaIl"'C,-­
Fob. 27, 1792. ;;ir.:i>es-L'&l£"Jlt-~jol"can P"-pers, !-IS::;. lJiv. (LC) 

18. Letter f)"om Ceorce l/ashint:ton to >lajor L'.illfant. ,"eb. 26, 
1792. Di.ec~s-L'l.mfant-'1orr:an l'aper~, 1-;':;5. Div. lLC) 



CHAPTER .5. 

OSE OF 'nIE OLD STONE HOOSE 

It seems fair~ evident thst the Old Stone House was originally 

erected in 1766 qy Rechael Layman as a private residence. l In the 

next year the etructure was acquired again apparently for use as a 

private residence by Cassandra Chew. 

Cassandra Chew and the Old Stone House 

Atter long searching of geneological accounts. court reoords, 

and other sources. there still reroain~ en eura of ~stery about 

Cassandra Chew of Georgetown. John Ch ...... the recorded progenitor 

of the Chew family in Virginia and Maryland. Came to Virginia in 

the ship "Charitie" in 1622. 2 He and his ldfe Sarah 'IIere living 

in Virginia in 1648, but l'(l!ll<lvild to Maryland before 1659.3 

We later find Joseph Chew. 1st and 2nd respectively, living in 

Anne Arundel and Prince Georges Counties, in Maryland.
4 

In 1767 

Bennet Chew of Annapolis 'IIss prospering as a merchant and Samuel 

Chew of Herring Bay was engaged in shipping,S 

However, nowhere in the geneological records of the Chew family 

is there a mention of a Cassandra Chew. Tnls is odd. indeed. for 

there appears to have been as many as three women qy that name; 

1. J.\inutes of the Georgetown Com:"lssioners. 1751~17B9. Vol. 1, p. 42 
MSS. Div. (LC) 

2. The Chew Fam1U. Records of Frank Cne'" Osburn, 1745, p.). Hall 
of ~ecords. Annapolis. Md. 

). Ibid. p. 11. 
4. ill'!. p, 15, 
5. ~land Gazette, Jan. 27, 1767. p. 4, 

30 
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unless. the Cassandra Chew or Georgetown moved about with ama.zing 

speed. 

In 1764, Cassandra Chw aCquired lot No. 6z in Georgetown.6 

From all indications she VIIS II resident of the town at that timB. 

11. few years later, in 1776, she waS offioially listed in the aeorge_ 

town ceneus 118 residing there at the age of 47 years,? Lese than 

One yellr earlier, however, II Cassandra Chaw of Ceoll County, Maryland, 

was shown lis administratrix of the estate of her deceased husband, 

Phineas Chew. 8 Fro~ all indications this wae not the Cassandra Chew 

of Georgetown. 11. few years later this widow ot: l'h1neas Chow married 

Samuel Durbin.9 In addition to the Cassandra Chews of Georgetown and 

Oedl County, records show that in 1790, Cassandra Chew lias mamoo 

to Nathaniel Calder in Frederiok County.l° At this very time in 

Georgetown, Cassandra GhB\{ was listed as being resident of 8!iid to>lTl 

and there ... ere no irdications Of a change in marital ststus. Thus, 

it appears that there PJay have been as !Il!Iny as three individuals bearing 

the name Caesandra Chew. Yet, strange as it may seem, this nama wss 

never mentioned in the geneological Chart of the Chew family. 

6. ,. 
8. 

,. 
:~~~~~i!';::~~~~O:':'~'"!iSSiOnerS' ~. cit., p. 40. Box 2, FOlder 8. p. l7. 

7l. Hall of Reoords, 

p. 27l. Han of Records, 

p. 35. Han of 



" 
On June 9. 1167, Ca~6andra Chew p~~ha8ed original lot"J 

in OeOrgetQWn from Rachael and. Jacob FUrvey "tor and in consideration 

of lot No. 62 and 100 lbs. eurrent money."ll Tll\ls, she cams into 

possession of the Old Stone Houee property. On June la, 1767. one 

day later. Cassandra proYided that upon her death or marriage lot , 

should become tbe property ot her two daughters, Harriet and HaI7 

Ch ..... In the event her daughters shO\lld both die withollt heirs. lot J 

vas to beCOJlle the prcp"rty ot Robert. Peter. the pions!!r merchant ot 

Ceorgetown. 12 The relationship between Cassandra Chew and. Georgetown's 

wealt~ merchant and first mayor 1.s f\lrlhar indlaated by a Deed or gitt, 

also dated June 10, 1767. In the words of this deed Hobert Peter gave 

to Cassandra Chew and her daughters lot 29 "tor and in consideration of 

the love and attection which I have and do bear unto Cassandra and her 

daughters. Mary and Harriet Chew and ~or divers other good causes and 

cona:!.deration."l3 In the event that HaIY 11m Harriet should die w:l.thout 

heirs, the lot ~as to go to Hr. Peter's brother. Alexander in Glasgow. 

Casssndra Chew m&y have resMed in the Old Stone House ~or 

a time after she scquired it in l767. ~or at thst time most of 

11. Frederick Countz Land ~oords, lZ48-1ZZB. 1.'.""" '. folio 1322, 
Hall at RecordS, Annapolis, Md. 

12. Fro:derick Countz Land Rec~......lL48-!1'7.§.. Liber K. folio 1324-, 
Hall of Records, AnnapoliS, Md. 

". ill!!. 
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the etruetures 1.n the block: were bein!! used 411 private homes. It 

was only after 1800 that th1a sectlon ot Bridge street began to 

hou.se l'Iumeraus commercial ahops.14 

By 1790, however, it appears t.hat IIhe 'I/a3 res:l.d1ng in 

the structure at lot 29. 1ih:l.ch bad been given to hBI' by Robert 

Peter. Kre. Chell and one other white teruale, apparomtJ.;y her 

daugjlter Harriet. were l1ated as oooupying the SB.I!IB shode in the 

1790 CeooIW.15 HOII'ever, the older daugjlter Mary who had ma.n'1ed. 

Richard SlIdth •• ,,"e listed seplll'ately in the sa.me Census, Fralll aJ.l. 

indioations Kill'y llv",,1 in the Old StOlle Houae 011 lot ). whic.h 

lI"I'entually bBCaJI>e her sale propertl.16 

The tax assessment recorda .r~ Georgetown in 179), sh~ 

the1- Cassandra Chev's property at lot 29 was valued at 250 pounds.l7 

In th:1s slU1Ie year the p:roperty listed under the name ot her daughter 

Mary Smith, which was 11'1 all probability the Old Stone HOIl8B, 1<as 

15. U, S. Maryland, Montgomery County (NA.). 
16. Robert Peter'lI Will. McntgQlQery County Will BOOk, Liber F, 

folio )29, Rockville, Md. (Robert Peter provided in h18 will 
of May 10, 1802 tha.t within three monthll after the death ot 
Cassandra Chell, dauU!ter Harriet would convey aJ.l. her interest 
in the Old Stone House property or lot) to sister Mary Brumley. 
In return Harriet was to receive lot 29 atter the death ot her 
)Iother. ) 

17. ,l.ccount of l.<lts a.nd Houses in OeorgetOlm assessment llook, 
1793~1797. ~!ontgomery County Itecords. 



,. 
val\led at 400 

18 
pounds. Two 1ears later, the tax recorda also show 

that the structure at lot 29 in which Y.rs. Chew lived, was a S\lb­

stantial 2-story Brick Dwell1ng,19 At this time two household 

sst".'snts, one male the other female, were listed among the personal 

prop&rty of Cassandra Chew. 20 

In 1800, Mrs. Chew was listed as owning 6 " Negroes. It would 

app"ar that bet" fwenchl circUIIlstances were adequate for a rather 

gracious mode of living in Old Georgetown. 

In 1802, Cassandra waB still living at lot 29. 22 It had be~ 

provided in Robert Peter's will that she wo\!ld remain there for the 

rest of her natural life. It 1s beli!oved that eha died in 1806, Or 

shortly theNafter. 2J 

Although relatively little is known about Cassandra Chew, much 

is known of the man who showed such kindness to her and her daughters. 

Robert Peter, Georgetown's pioneer merchant, opened hi~ Rock Creek etore 

in 1752. He ~oon becau~e a pro~perous and highly respected citizen of 

the COlt]Il'.ll1lity and early engaged in vast real estate speculation. Hia land 

holdings became fabulous and they included many tracts in Maryland as well 

18. 

20. ra~.A~50ssmc~t Book, 
Rockville, Md. 

Estate 

Assessment Book, 

Maryland Historical 

Montgomery County Recoms, 

District of Columbia Records. 
Will Eook, Liber F, 
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Be Iota in Georget.own aml WBshington. It was not 'WlUlluaJ. at all 

to BeB newspaper ado that Robert Peter wae selling 12 or 14 lots 

at a t1l1l8.24 His house stood on Hl~ Street just south of the 

later Chesapeake and Ohio Canal. He alao monad the whole blook 

between COn!7BSB (Jlst) Street and Hi~ Stretlt (Wlsconsill Ave.) 

up to Brid~e (M) Street. It loIa8 1m""", lIB "Peter's Square. u25 

However, 1I1 addition to his looal. bus1lleaB and real estate holdings, 

he vas the agent of JCM Cflassford and Company, of North Britaln, 

which m<nopoll~ed JIIuoh of the Peto!ll1lo River tobacco trade.26 !:Ie 

alao had the distinotion of being Georl!et~'B ftrst :·!ayor. A.t 

about the age of 110 Hobert Peter I118.rried Elizabeth Scott of PriJlce 

George's County, Md.27 E.:I.ght <>hildren were born to this unicn. 

Robert; Peter's 8011111too9 ooncern for the ... altara of 

cassandra Ch ...... 1s shown by his gift of lot 29 to her in 1767. 28 

Hr. Peter f1Jrther provided for the welfare of her two daughterll. 

In the Mall of the eldest dau!'hter, Mary, his interest reacl1ed 

beyond his own death. ior'he appointed his relative John Peter 

to act as trustee for Mrs. }'.ary (Smith) Brumley (in 1802 lifter 

21. 

28. 

Georgeto;m liistory ," J,:..-eniIlg Star. 

;~"Y Land lleoords, 1748-1778. Liber K, folio :024 (HR). 



after death C)f her first hU8band Mary vas married to Joseph Brumley) 

29 about ,1802. Upon the death C)f the first trustee, Robert Peter 

appointed his own son, Thomas Peter, to be Mary's trustee.J° 

In 1801, a f.w yearlJ before bis own death Robert Peter 

purchased the five Negro slaves of Mary Chew Smith for the price 

31 of 82,000. A year later he placed the same Negro sleves "and 

their future increase unto John Peter ••• in trul!'t for thll sale 

and exr::1Wlive WIll of thll said I'.ary B1"llllll.ey.~ Mr. Peter also ab-

solved Mary fram ell debts lIhich she O'oIed to him. In his 1Iill. 

eiened May 10, 1802 he also made certain that Mary vas to 1"e-

(:Siva .full title to the Old Stone Houee propert,. upan the deat.h 

cf h~r I!IOther.J2 Thomas Peter, son of Robert, carried out his 

fathtor's wishes in assisting Hary in her legaJ. trans~tiorw. In 

1812 he and Ma.r;y llruJllley sold a 7-l\IDnth old Ne{70 bo,. 1;0 MatUda. 

Ha_ins for $1.00. They also jointly gave the Negro sel"Vllllt 

MatUda her freedom in consideration of" ~2oo.00. 

Cassandra Chev'lJ younger daugtlte1" Harriet. VlLfI also 

assuroo by the vilJ. of Robert Peter of. eYsntuall,. gaining full 

possession of" lot 29, where her mother reSided during most cf 

her days in Oeoreetown. Harriet later married and vatI kno\III all 

Harriet Bruce. When she was but twelve years of age, however, 

29. Dessle 1'i11marth Gahn "GecrgetOllTl'S Historic Taverns," I,Jashing-
ton Post, December IS, 19~O. 

30. Robert Peter's vill signed May 10, 1602. Montgomery County 
1,i11 Record~, Liber F, folio 329. 

31. ~lantgomery Land Reaords, Liber I, .colio 381-
32. Robert Peter's 1'1i11. Montgomery County Will liecords, Liber F, 

folio 329. 



lot L.k in t.be L1eat ty-Ha\lkinB Addition t.o Georgetow. vas acquired 

for ber. This lot '\fas purcbased all Hareh 15. 17n for 1 pound 

and '\fas recorded under the ownership of 12 yeu old ll8.rlot Petel"ll 

Chell' JJ 
-' 

In 1800 1.t appears that !lariat was still living 

nt.h her mother Cassandra ChtJII, at lot 29 in GeorgatOllll. for in 

addition to ll8.rlot, one frea felMla over 45 years and one free we 

under 10 years W9re lieted in t.he 1600 Canaus ail living at the 

9!11!1e residence.J4 It is strongly be.1iewd that. these indiv:l.duals 

"",re the IIIJther IUId eOD respeotiVlll:r of Hariot Bruce. The n8ll' 
that Cessandre Chaw '\faa living nth daughter Harlot is further 

subatantiated by the feet that. hoth the 1790 !IlId 1600 Canrrus in~ 

dica~ed that. two woman corresponding in age to mothllr !IlId daughter 

were liv1ng at the same residenoe,J~ 

Ch6W' was 1ist.ed as head. of the household; lIhile, in 1600 Heriot 

Ilruoe ...... 9 liBted II.(! such. 

Upon the death of Cassandra Chaw. daughter Heriot re­

oeived lot. 29 OIl High Street. In 181.5 she '\filS still rsaiding at 

t.his 10eation and her 2~stary brick house was assessed for ~1,800.)6 
It. is most interesting to note that. Harriot wag also asses~ed for 

10t.IjL in Georgetown wnich had been Iliven to her ..men she lf8.B but 

a child of twelve. 

33. Origin!ll list ahowing purchase of lots in Beat."ty-Ba.n;:ins 
Add~ ... ion, July 1, 1770. Paabody Room, Georgetolm Branch of 
the D. C. Public Library. 
Census of lBoo for District. of Col~bia (NA). 
Hrat Censlls of the U. S. for ~1nry1and. Uiont.gornery County) 
and the 1800 Census for the District of f:olumbia (liA). 
Georgetown Assessment Book D. C. Recorda. 
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In 1790, while Cassandra. Chew and da\.lght.er Harlot were 

living at lot 29. the eldest daughter Mary was residing at lot 3 

in the Old Stone House, Appar(I[Jtl;r IL widow by this t1Jns she vas 

listed sa head of the famil;), Wlder the nama Mary Sndtb.. 37 Al_ 

though in later rsare Mary rented or leased the Old Stone HOWlB 

to varioue persons for a pl3.ee of business, the first svidenoe 

of such B practioe dOBS oot appear untU the yeer 1800)8 TblUl, 

1.t /0111 very well be that during the decade from 1790 to 1800. 

Mary Sndt.h l:IIRy have ueed the Old stone House aolual vel:y &EI a 

private rea1.danClB. Such a l.lSB would coincide with the historieal 

faen. that prior to 1800 the block of Bridge Streat bounded by 

Congress and Washington Streets 'W8.S prl.JllarUy of a residential. 

oharacter. In 1793, Mary vas !l.!IBessed for the Old Stone House 

and lot J, the property baing Valued at ShOO.J9 The axtBllt 

tax a.5SBssment. reaol'da follow this samE! property in the 1lB/IIS of 

Mal7 SJn1th without int6rl"uptiOll through to 1796.hO 

It would have been during the period of 1790 to 1800, 

when the Old Stone House ,,88 owned end occupied by l.fary Smith, 

the daughter of Cassandra. Chew, that the structure could have 

31. 
)8. 
39. 

40. 

l'irst CensU8 of the U. S. for uarylend (Montgomery County)(HA). 
Georgetown Aseessmeut Book 1600-1807. D. C. Records. 
Account of Lots and Houses in Georgetown. Assessment Book 
179J-17n. Nantgomery County Recorda. 
Account of Lots and ilouses in CeorgetOlm. Assessment Book 
1796-11112. Montgomory Cou.nty Hecords. 
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been Uflsd by George Waahington and Major L'Enfant. To date thBl"8 

has not been ar.y doaumentary evidene8 uncovered to show that 

Washington either visited t.he hOlUl8 or U5ed it &9 9. headquarters 

in 17~1. 1b.ere is doc\lDlent!l.l'y ev:I.de:nce, hove-vsr. lm:teh proV<lII 

that the structure could !lOt have been used by L' Want and was 

certainly not. Suter's Tavem. Thus. on the basie of available 

h1stol'iOal recorda, we are confronted 'odt.h the following piCture. 

In the significant. yeBr 1791, around >lhich the traditional BtOI7 

of the old strueture has developed, the Old Stone HOUDe Y8B 

listed under the name or KBry SlIIith. who it appears used the 

struoture for her private residence. Although the v~ strong 

indication is that the Old Stone HOuse was never used by George 

Waahington during thh tillie, it is quite possible to &II8WIIS that 

manr ~ll-known Gaorgeto~ residants may have visited in the 

house. It is oerta.inly very probable that Robert. Pete:o. the riTst 

mayol' or the town _y have viSited Mary SlIIith at hel' l'eeidan.oe 

by virtue of their close ftiendshlp. It was b,-IIlEl!lllB ot his will 

that flhe received tulJ. ovnel'ehip of the property. Perh.eps other 

nearby neighbors such as Thomas Corcoran, the graat financier, 

also may have spent time in the Old Stone House. 



Use (If Old Stone Houlle after 1800. 

In 1S00 the widow M8.ry Sruit.h rented a house and lot on 

Brldge Street to John Suter, Jr.41 This appears to have been 

the Old StOlle House itself rather than the structure 1.Jnm.ediately 

east of the Old Stone /louse on lot). This bringe up the interest:.-

ing fact that prlor to 1800 and for 9!l111e yeare 1atar there vere 

The Old Stone House 'WII located on 

the vaatern portion of the lot fronting approximately 17-20 feet 

OIl Bridge Street. The eooond structure just east of the Old 

Stone HOUIIe fronted Brldge Street for 16 feet. 43 John Suter, 

Jr. did not rent the IItruct~ on lot 3 for a rooidence, but 

rather for a watch-maker's ehop, a bUllineaa in which he engaged 

Elf'ter leav1l1g the Union Tawrn. 4li He also owned a structure on 

lot 53 111 Georgetown wilich he had been using Ill! a reeidence.4S 

At thiB point it should be c1earl1 underlrtood that 

John Suter, Jr. vas the son of Suter, Sr.) who had operated the 

tllll¥lUII OeorgstOlll'l t9Ve:rn Imown &II Suter's hvern or the "Fountain 

41. Georgetown AssellDlIIBnt BOok 1806-1807, D. C. Records. 
112. Early Map (It Qeorgstown prior to 1900 • ..coP7 of (lr1ginaJ. (nov 

m1se1.nC) from the Archives ot the Society or Oldest Inhabitants. 
This excellent but little known map :shows early structures 1Go 
cated on the Iota and gives nan.es of the resident:s. 

h3. Title Saarch of origtnal lot 3 in Georgetown by AttoITley Alfred 
Baker, Aug. 15, 19)0. Case No. 169168. ltecorde of Real Eah.te 
Title Insurance Co. and ColUJllhia Title Insurance Co., Washing.. 

w,. 

45. 
"~~~"~.~C'.JC","",,," ~ NoV. 10, 1804, p. 4. (Copy in the Boston 

1798. Harylend Historical 
also verified by the Caruma of 

reSiding 111 QeorgetOliIl at that Ume.) 
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Inn" from 1783-1794. Upon til" death of the elder Suter, hie 

widc:>w operated the tavern for one year and it then passed into 

the banda of other indivichlals. In 1796, the eldest son John Suter. 

Jr. operated the Union Tawrn at Washington and Bridge Streets in 

Georgetown. HOll"wr, thie .,,-as a separate and distinct struoture 

from ~ origtral Suter's Tavern which had been operated earlier 

by Suter's tather. It is important at this point to grasp the 

a1n.p16 distinction bstween father and san. for this very dis­

tinction is completely confused and lI!\lddled in the ac.eount of 

tha 'tavern ill the W. P. A. Writer's 0u1ds to Washington and othel' 

published l1I8.terlal. L.6 

Thua, the renting of the Old Stone House in lBoo by 

John Suter, Jr. for use as a watchmaker's shop, haa no bearing 

whatsoever on the supposed use of the Old Stone Houee as s 

tavern. John Sutor, Jr •• of COUTS8. did have B. Clo118 relation~ 

ship ldth the family of Mary SI!Iith, sinae he m.uTied Barbara 

Smith, the daughter of lUchard and Kary SJIIith. 'l'h:111 relBtion-

ship is aarefully pointed out by Mrs. B"lIsie Oahn in her book 

OIl tho Old Stone Houae. Mra. Gahtl elso states JOhn. Sutlll', Sr. 

Printing 
Herein i8 given a. Recount stating that 
who oporated the "Fountain Irm" 'oought the Union Tavern in 
lBoo. l·'acts of courss show that John Sllter Ilho operated the 
1TFount .. in Inn" died in 1794 and hill 5011 John Suter, Jr. aC­
quired the Union Tavern in partnership in 1796. Such glar_ 
ing disarepencies in the accounts of history do not make the 
task of historians working in Georg"town history an easy one .. 



had known Cassandra Chew, the grandmother of his son's wife, 

However, in attempting to prove that the Old Stone House WaS Suter's 

Tavern (1'?8}_1794), Xrs. Galm's entire case was based on the follo'orl!lg 

asswnption: 

.•. It could hardly be su~sed, in 
fact, tb~t Suter would have opened his 
tavern elsewhere. His neighbor in 
Hontromery COllnty, Mrs. lIal>' Smith, and 
her Mother (Mrs. Cas~andra Chew of 
Georgetown), had an interest in the 
tavern property On lot} ••• 47 

The above assumption i~ not supported by documentary evidence 

in Mr~. Gahn's book. However, from this assumption, !'irs. Gahn goes 

on to carefully reoord the general hi~tory of Suter's Tavern as if 

it had ;olready been pro ..... n that the tav .. rn was located in the Old 

Stone House. It I<ill be clearly sho"n 1n tne £o11ol<in(l: chapter tl".at 

the Old Stone House was not Suter's Tavern. 

RBturning to John Suter, Jr., it Seems that he discontinuM his 

watchmaking business in the Old Stone Houss for a tiM aftsr 1800, 

but that he had resumed business in 1804. The Washlnrton Fsd"rali~t 

of November 10, 1804, ~tates the JOlm Suter, Jr. has "resumed busine~s 

on Bridge Street. a few door~ west of Union Tavern." 

47. Oailn,!22' cit. p. )0. lI.r5. Gaim offers no documentary eVidence 
to warr"nt the reference to th", lot J property as th .. "Tavern 
property. " 



By 180L., Mary Sm1th had married for the second t1JTle to 

Joseph BMllIIlay. In this SBlll6 year whUe John Suter, Jr ..... as r8llt_ 

in~ the Old stone House for his ....atohmaker's shop from her, Mary 

Smith Brumley, along with her mother and younger sister, who still 

shared an interest in the propertr, leased the structure just eaat 

of the Old Stone House to Joel Brown.48 The lease, whioh was ~ 

t8llded to run 5 years from the date and the death of Cassandra 

Chew, called for an annual rentoJ. of $12. In this structure whioh 

stood just east of the Old Stone House Joel Brown operated a 

flatter's ehop.L9 

Thus, in 1804. the Old Stone House WR5 being used as a 

watchmaker's shop and th .. bulloing adjoining 'o/3.S a hatter's shop. 

It is not definitely Icnown whather or not Mary Smith lJrwnl.ey and 

her husband continued to live in the Old Stone House while John 

Suter, Jr. operated his watch shop. It is not known exactly how 

long Suter, Jr. continued his tnlsiness in the Old Stone House. 

He .... as atill on Bridge Street in IB05. On August 2B, 1B06, how­

ever, Mary Smith and her PIOther leased the etructure to William 

Clark for ten years.SO In this lesse the Old Stone House vas 

de~-,ribed as "beginning at the Bouthl/est comer of Joel Brown's 

Hatter's shop, thence west for 17' 6" ••• " This oorresponds 

[Jl. Case No. 169168. necords of Reel Estate '!'itle rns\ll'ance Co. 
and Colwnbia 'fitIs Insurance Company, £I:!. cit. 
The above title csse shows conclusivsly that he occupied a 
structure east of the Old Stone House. 

4;1. Ibid. 
SO. Ibid. 
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-to the axa~ location of the Old Stone Houea, WU11am Clark \lsad 

the hOUll8 for a hiler's ~op. Here it !Il9.y be of interest to poillt 

out that hardly would a lIateluna.ker and a tailor have rented a 

structure of such cammod:lOU/i aiza lIB Sutsr'a Tswm. However. in 

the Old Stone Houee tney found II SJPloll structure idell.l for the1l' 

require:nerrtll. Apparently IJ:lJ.l1B111 Clark .,8S still using the house 

in l8lli,for the HatianaJ. Intelligenoer notes th.at "William Clark, 

lIIel;"Chant. tailor gn Bridge Stn,et has a hendeOllu3 assorlment of 

tina clothes and eashlneree. ",1 It is quite probable that Clark IJcn-

tinlled b1.>ain6S9 at this stand for the fulJ. term of the lease, 

which vouJ.d have been 1818. In that year the lot 3 property was_ 

assessed under the !l6llIe of Joseph Brunilay and valued at 88,000.52 

Recorda do not disolose lIho iMmediately folloved WUlilUll 

Clark in the Old Stone House sner 1818. Pescendants of Ph.ll1berl 

Rodier, Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Coinpany engineer and desio:;ner ot 

the Wisconsin Avenue Bridge, maintain that Rodier and his f'Ilm1.l1 

resided in the Old Stone House in 18)0.5) Although there are no 

extant records to verify this, it seelllB quite probeble for the 

Oeorget.awn Directory of 18)0 Hsts Rodier &9 residing on Brid!:e 

Street near \iashington Street..5L This is about as close a 10-

cation tothe Old Stone House other than the !l.CtuaJ. address that 

51. Oalm .. £11. • .£!!., p. 24. 
52. OeorlletOtZll Assessment Hook 1818, D. O. llacords. 
53. O. & o. CmaJ. Records (N.A.) and personal intervi"" with 

descendants of PhiHb"rt l1odier. 
54. OeorgetO\ffi DirectorY. 1830, D. C. Public Library, p. 13. 



45 

can be found. Divert111g for B mament. from straight historleal 

faet, could it be that the str!ll'lge tradition of the Uttle IItrue~ 
Ilould. 

ture being known as HAn Engineering HeadQ.uarterllln/aomehow have 

been connected with C. & O. Canal engineer, Rodier. This Frenob 

6!lgineeT might ",ell have done Borne of his engineering work at 

his rea:l.dence. Of coune this would. have beBrl )1 years after 1.he 

death of George Wash:1ngton. HO\fEIVar. it is not out of the real.m 

of pOIIsib1.l:l.ty that 'Washington' B n!ll!lll may sOMha .... have been a.a_ 

sociated with Rodier's later activities in the IIt:n>.ature. Wa.u 

not 'Washington promoter of PotOJllll.C Canal Company, Dl)d the Potonac 

route to the west. Ev'en today, IlIIIllY people are <XInf-uaed 111 be-

liemg he aJ.ao \all the IlIltive founder of the lateT G. & O. 

Canal Company, which began some 29 years after his death. It 

is, of cOW'ss, very possible that book 111 the 1830'8, Wa:;hington's 

n.BIIIa (perhaps because ot his early canaJ. IlcUvities) might. 

have been associated wit.h t.he act.ivit.ies of t.he C. & O. Canal 

enginee~, Philibert Rodier. the above statel'lSnt.B, of course, 

are only suppositions) however, thew ~ay well offer a clue to 

the ariginat.ion of Wash111gton 1 B vague conneotion with t.he Old 

St.one House. HoW' sucb a dietant connectian rna,. have been alt.ered 

to beoCINe ~Washington's Engineering Headquarters whlle Planning 

the City in 1791" it is difficult to say. to repeat, there 

HIist.s no evidence to substantiate t.his latter claim. 



~','e have seen from originaJ. recorda that during the 

eriticaJ. period of 1791, when the Old Stone House 'WOuld have bSeIl 

Ulled by ttashington according to tradition, the 8truoture was O\llled 

b;r Mary Smith. It ie quite prtlbable that t.he owner resided there 

for a number of ;rears. In 1800, the Old Stone House was rented 

to John Suter, k. for a watch!ll8ker's shop. In 1&l8, it was again 

leased for 10 ;rears to W:Uliam Clarl: for his tailor's shop. The 

use subsequent to 1791, of course, does not help the old tradition. 

It does, however, sbo...- thB.t the struoture was used by 5IlIBJ.l tJU~Ii. 

nessman or merchants ~ a use whieh eantinued in later years. 

To illustrate thie latter oonformity in USB, ear~ 

Georgetown resident Mrs. Alioe Gibson who 11 ved across trO/1l the 

Old Stone lIou~e as a child with har parenta Mr. and Mrs. WllJ.illlll 

Collins, reJnll/Plhers thB.t thtl stI"l.loture was used !III a slllBll. oomtlr­

oW shop of soms kind in 1874.55 She r1ll1l<llllhars also pllqing in 

front of the structure with other small children. It is ...ry 

signif1cant that Mrs. Gibson keenly remembers thst no one IN6r 

thought of the structure as Suter's Tavenl. which was located in 

SOl1l0 other 56 part of the city. This is very ilIIportant becauae 

recent efforts to prove the tradition that i'iashington and L'1ilIfant 

used the housa have all rested on ultimately proving the structure 

to be Suter's Tavern. 

55. Personal interviw with Hrs. Alice Gibson, Dec. 6, 1954. 
56. .!M.!l. 



An early photorrraph of the 6truct~re j~dged to be ap­

proxinataly 1879-U90, shovs the following sign on the Old Stone 

House, "!louse Paintl.Jlg _ Gra.ining and Glazing." The second build­

ing Ii. one-story .frame to the east c:ontains a u{Jigar Store.,S7 

This photograph conforms precisely to i.n~or~etion supplied in the 

~shington ~~ectory which ShOWB that a John M. Stallincs, painter, 

58 
was using the Old Stane House from 1879 to 1890. 

Returning to Io'.rs. Gibson, this gracious la<iy recalled 

that while nO one called the 01a.' St.one Ho~se Suter's 'rave-m, 

there _8 mention of the houso ..... \,ashington's Headquarters.59 

Could this have developed from the fs.ct that Philibert llodier, 

the eng1neer who lIorKed on the great Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, 

once lived in the house and there he may have worKed on Lhe plans 

which brouf;ht about ths reali.zation of Washington'a early dream 

of effecting a continuous water route up the Potomac Valley. 

Traditional stories have developed and expanded on such slicht 

Bl]d distant connections in the past. 

57. PhotoD'aph 
GeorgetO'.fl1 
~ington 

!ill. 

of the Old Stone Houss - with hi~torical not~3. 
Dranch of D. C. Public Library. 
Directories, 1860_1890, D. C. Public Library. 
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SUTrn'S TAVEllN 

In 1783. John S\,\ter opened the doors of the "Fountain 

Inn" in Georgetown. Here the bellt in :tood. dr1nlc. lodging, IUld 

an1;e.rt&1lllnent wall enjoyed IUIder the direct:l.on of this genial hollt 

.i'rCllll Scotland. H1s Tawm 90011 bec:aoutl thtl favorite renduvo\,\s of 

local citizenll and personaLities ot national import.ance tor both 

ple8ll\.ll'e and 001110<398. 

The Tavern became m:ore then a mere house cf entel"tain_ 

m.ant. It served regtllarl:y liS the cfficial meeting plece tor thtl 

Fotomo.ek Canal Compeny. The Georgetown Bridge Company. the Comois_ 

6ionanl of Georgetown, lind other bulliness and lIIIIlIioipaJ. orSlllliza­

tions. 

George ~rashington, in the years prior to and during his 

Presid6ll.cy, often III'lde the 1lln of John Suter his "offioial he ... d_ 

Quartersll when stopping in Gecrgeto)Oll. Thomas Jefferson, likewise, 

we II regular patron of Suter's. Whlle Hinister to France, he de.­

clared, IIno man on the A.tlantic ccast oan bring out a better bottle 

o:t Madeira. cr Sherry than old Suter." 

Of fae greater significance, Suter's '£avern ~y well be 

called the birthpl!ICe of the Natinn's Capital, for it was there 

that tl," IIgreement bet_en President George Washington ami the 

original. proprietors of the lands selected tor the National. 

Capital. was Signed. 'There Hajor Pierre Charles L'UJtant pa1ns-
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t.aldngl:y toUed OVer and cOlIIPleted his origiIJaJ. plan of the Federal 

City. There also, the three Federal Colllll1esioners, appointed by 

President 'i.'ashington 1l'I 1791, estahl:tshed their office. f1"Cm vhenoll 

they directed the publ:lc h\lilding program and the general develop­

ment of the new Capital.. In Ultl days when the tll.vem of Jam Suter 

boasted a distinguished list of regular patrons, 1ncluding such 

personages &5 Georgtl 'Ja.Bhiagton. Thomas Jefferson, Pian's L'mfant. 

IIlld Benjamin Stoddart, it WBI! oft.en the Bcene of events of pr0-

found national signifioance. 

W8.8hington l s Most Unu~al. Jf~teI7 

Aftar the death of John Suter in 1791.1. his vidow Sarah 

cont1nued to operate the illustrious nFounta.1n InnH for one year. 

Begfnnillg in 1196, however, the historic 8tructlJrll paa3ed 1nt.o 

the hands of others, thereby initiating & period of lIuccessive 

operatUm by several. dH'ferent individuus. 'With the passage of 

the original tavero bu1l.ding from the possession of the Suter 

farnily, thete vas laid the germ for a aeeml.n&lyinsoluable 

JDySteI'1 - one l<hich haa intrigued and barfled local histori9ns 

to this vary time. '''illeta _13 Suter's TaVEm 10cated?R Th1ls 

_s tbe ~atery, which in apite of the repeated e£forte directed 

towarda ite solution, somehow defied and exa.epere:t.ed U1<ms \/ho 

laboriousl,- sought the 3llawer. 

How, it may be asked, could the locetwn ot such a £a_ 

moos etructuI'e become lost in the passage of time!: The ana,{er is 

relatively siTll(lle. In O"orgeto\m durinG the days "'hen John Suter 



opsrated his tavern, it was the culJt;om to never mention apec1f1o 

street addresses. In the l!\)'r1ad of references to Suter'lI Tsvern 

amid the orig:lnel cOX'rsspondence of Oeorge Washington, the official. 

records of the Federal. Commissioners, the PotOlllll.ok Canal Company, 

OeorglJt;ollO BOlIZ'd of Aldermen, Iilld newspapers the simpls phrase 

"Suter's Tavel'll" appellZ'ed aga1.n and aga.1n. This IfBS all that was 

needed, for everyone knew where Suter's lias. In fact, it _s so 

vell-knOl/O that an addrsss would have been lI\ljlariJ.uous. Hawevar. 

as timB passed, the uniform abaence of this IIDIBll itlllll added to 

the d1sappear8llCe of JDBlIy original recorda of Georgetown provided 

the great challenge to local. historiana. The fact that Suter 

rented his tavern property rather than olilled it made the task 

even JQOre dif£1crol.t. 

The location of Suter's Tavern gradually hOOWlle the 

most ccntl'Oversial subject of local. b.istol")'. A veritable &r!V 

of persons delved into the recorda in vary1ng de!;l"oos, detemined 

to settls the lD,Y8tery for OIlce and all. Eminent historians vere 

included among those who beC31l1B intrigued by- this ch.aJ.J.ange. 

30me spent ~ hours goin3 over the voluminOUS recorda of the 

Federal Commissioners and other recorda tor olueB to this most 

unUBual m;l'stery. In the Pl'OO&SS, of course, numsrollS locations 

resulted and ea~ of these soon round its 8Upporte~s.However. 

none of the suggel)ted location", coul.d be Bllpported by original 

documentary evidence [rom the period in which Suter operated his 



his tavern. Ttle Ir,Ystery continued. 

Nore recently. one author introduced the thesis that 

Suter's Tavern and the Old Stone HO\lBe at )051 M Street lIere OM 

and the S!lllle structure. Such (I. gtatement beared careful. investi­

gation. It lias socn discovonoed that the tdlole tradition of the 

Old Stone House 115 "Washinfft,on'e Hea.dquo.rtars" iUld "L'Fnfant's 

Surveying Office" depended upon proving that the Old Stcne House 

'O.'8S also the criginal Suter's Tavern bk11.lding. 

A stranucua effort 1188 made to d""'armlne the actllllJ. lo­

cation of Suter's Tavern. On such a disputed point. there could he 

no il101lDllce f'or error. It was fUll¥ realized that the original. 

location h.ad tc be supported by origiIlal. documentary evidence in 

order to be accepted. Up untll this tiItB nOlle of' the previoW! 

locations offered had been accllIIIPatJied by such ev:!.dancs. In undllZ'o' 

taking sucb s search, II histOrian is often required to uae wary 

p08sible approach. 

Title recorda of' numer0\l8 original. GeorgetO'liIl lots lIere 

thoroughl:7 searched. The ClllllP1ete records of real. estate trans_ 

actions of certain Georgetown citueIls !fere studied ./'rom the 

originaJ. MontgllJn.llry County Land Recorda. Various depos:ttorie:;o 

of' GeorgetO'lln recorda in ','ashington, Annapolis, Md., and II.'i far 

distant a8 Boston were searched for !llB.terial. bearing on the Old 

Stone House and Suter's Tavern. 



Il\J.l"ing this time, cOllillderahle infoI'lllatioD on the hist:.ory 

of Suter's Tevern was compiled. Circururta.ntial evidence et:.rongly 

indicated that the Old Stone RO~Be could never have been Suter's 

Tavern. A partial inventory of John Suter's Tavern equ1.pment 

alone conUlined m!UV mare itcma than c<JUl.d ha'l'e been adeq.uat:.el;y 

acco!!ll1lOdated in the Old Stone House.l However, tbe sear<::b vent 

on fcr that written evidence frOIl! orii>ina1 record!t cf the period 

in which Sut:.er operated IUs tavern, wltl.eh would prove the correct 

location. 

lIelativel,. ee.rly in the search, the bicgraphy of Jolm 

Suter, lII'itten by his descendent:. ~ D. Suter, was located 111 the 

Washingtoniana seeticn of the D. C. Public Library. Concerning 

the location of her ancestor's tavern, Mary Sut:.er !)tatedl 

"'U~li'" (Suter's 
corner of 

that:. -
Capital. 

it became an oyster house and a 
b\l.t in early da)'B it ,..as the last 

"Ta.vern keeping." i'his 1IR8 "Suter's 
falllcue hostelry of George Washincton, 

and all the other statesmen who journed 
cver the road that:. led from their homes 
to PhiladelplUa, then the tEmporary Capital ••• 2 

1. 11cntgomery County \'fill 1I.eo01.,js. Liber C 1'oU.o 152, the 
Inventory of John Suter, dated December 2), 1794. 

2. Mary D. Suter, "Bior;raphy cf John Suter," I-iashingtoniana SOOM 
tier, District of Colurnb:!.9. Public Library. 
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The location for Suter's Tavern as given by Uary D. SutU' 

corresponds identically to the present-dey northwest corner of K and 

31st Streets in Georgetown and was onee e. part of o"dgin.Pl lot 68 

of Peter's Square in old Georgetow,,.3 Although Mary Suter's state­

ment was not accompanied by doc1J,JIlentaxy ev:1.dence, it will be oho\l!l 

he ... this author ultimately tmearthed the original dooum.entary evi~ 

dence to prove that the ori(;inal Suter' B Tavern wa.s located at 

this e1ll!l~ ,1Ort.hwest eo;mer of" present-day K and 31st Streets in 

For some time after the above sits for Suter'lI Tavem 

was noted. suffiCient docUII\entary ev:1.denoe wich \lOud prove 

ODcll part of 
changed 
shol< that lot waa 

It was acquired by Rober::~;l:~.:~:~:E:~~t;; short time later with a 
of Georgetololll, this huge was on the by 
Wappin€ Street on the south and Fishing Lane on the east. By 1799 
Callaway Street had been cut throuBh j=t south o.f the above corner 
and Fishing Lane had been changed to Conere"s Street. Still later, 
the Bussard Nap of 1830 show Cause\,-ay Street had beom changed to 
!i .... ter Strec>t. '.Ihicb ran ill along the Georgetown uaterfront to Rock 
Creek. Water Street later became K Street in modern Georgetown. and 
Gonere"" Street became 31st Street.. The ',1ater Street mentioned 
herein ran in an east-west direction and is entil"ely different from 
that part o:f ',Iiseonllin Avenue wnich ran south from H Street to K 
Street s.nd Hhicll was kno'WrJ also as Water Street in the early daY" 
of (,eorgetown - prior to 1830. The ma.p study of this location is 
Inll;;r substantiated by the legal title to lot 72 which was that 
part of oriZinal lot 68 bounded by K and 31st Stroets in Georgetown 
or l;at~,' and Con(;l"ass stro:;ets aa the location "as rElll\e.'!Ibered by 
Hary Suter. 
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the location falled to appear. However, j1l.flt. as another hiet.oria.n 

wag about to join the army of searchers 1dw had given up hope of 

finding the location, new infonnat.ion was uncovered. 

In a search for early photographa of Georgeto-.m etruc~ 

tures at the Prints and Photographic Section o:f the Libra:y of 

Congress, a cerlain unuu\lBJ. photograph \J&9 discovered !IllDng an 

old miscellaneous collection. It 'We & photograph of B very old 

building bearing the Sif1!B "Oystere ll CIrI botb the south and eaat 

sides of the stI"Ucture. ImmediatelT. a responsive chord was 

struck, as it was remembered. that original record9 showed that 

Suter's Tavern had become an ~ter House 10 later years. On 

July 6, lib), the liashington Fad,eraliBt announced tbe reopening 

of the building "late the Fountain Inn'" by George Pitt, fomerl,. 

proprietor or the Eagle TavBm. who nOli hangs out the sien of' the 

"AnChor Tave= and Oyster House.,,4 Five y<lars later, Pitt announced. 

that be WIll! still oooupyiIli: the !lEUne AnChor Tavern where Oyster 

suppere could be had for 62} cents e.lch.5 GBQl'gB Pitt operated hill 

Oyster House in the original Suter's Tavem building \Ultil his 

death in 1816.6 l'.'h.en Mary Suter spoke of the Tavern in her 

r .... inisaenaes she also s.,ake of ite later use ae an oyster house 

and restaur;mt. 

" 
Suter's Tavern 

~. October 12, 1808, p. 3. 
6. "The Fountain Inn after the Suter's lefi.n 

i , "Hell_knolm authority on Gsorgeto\1T\ history, has made 
a aare.fuJ. study of the individuDJ.s Hho operatod tho "FOWltain Inn" 
aiter the Suters had lef't and confi;rms that Geol'ge Pitt's Oy;;ter 
House Has located in the orieinoJ. Suter's l'avern building from 
1803-1816. 
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i'Tith the above thoughts ill mind the photograph at the 

structure was carefully exwnined. It no," Dlora and mOre began to 

looK 11.1<:0 the kind o£ a bu1.lding YOIl would expect "Suter':3 Tavern" 

to be. It 1/3.S a rather low 2-story building, and it va.s evident 

there were an ample nUlllbar of reclO:>. It appeared to be B.pproX1-

mately twice the sizlI of the Old Stone House. h'h~ the photograph 

1iS8 turned over, there On the back, in old but bold plIDJll'lllsh1p 

were the words "Suter's Tavern." Could this photograph, unoovered. 

by o'hunoe, be the real. Suter's Tavam? HEIS:it the lOng_lo3t clue 

to the location? 

It was evident that the structure :In the photograph 

.,as standinil on s north-weat corner. Did not Mary Suter state that 

her illustrious ancestor's tavern had been on the north_west cor­

nar of COD(;reSa and lister Street!! • .iln examination of this Site, 

nOli the comer or K and 31st Streets in Georgetown, 'Was lIIIlli<:, '"ith 

photograph in hand, this /luther walked sooth a.cros~ K Street and 

then looked back te the north-west corner, ,mieh was vacant and 

enclosed by the fenein~ around the grounds of the Distriot of 

Columbia lieorget""IrI Incinerator Plant, \/'oich was constructed 

there in 1932. 'fhere aptleared the 1.'II!IIediate and unmist",hble 

physical rese:nblanca between tbis present-day comer and the 

phctoc:raph. U"en a closer examination, the absolute identification 

bec:allt<l apparent, for in the photograph the roof of a large structure 

could be ~"')Y] tG the rear of the tevern building. Standing on 
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the appro::d.1!late po~:l.t:l.on from which the photogrEl.ph had been taken 

one coul.d see the rear upper roof of tide SIlIlEl structure - Grace 

Ep:l.scopal Church just as it appew:-ed to the rear of the tavern 

building in the photogr-aph. 

Hc.re W3.B WlIIIiBt.alc:abl.e proof that the struetura depiated. 

in the photograph sa Sutar's Tavern had at an earlier date BctUaJ.~ 

17 stood on the exact. site given for the tavern by John Suter's 

descendent Mary D. Suter. 'L'his location ... as the north.wst. 

corner of 31st and K Streets in Georgetown. 

furth6l' (OOUQination of the photograph revealed that the 

"for sale~ sign on the building bore the !13m George W. LinkinB. 

In seal'(lhi.ng the title of this property (Case No. 8B73 - Records 

of the Distriot Title oompany). it .... a8 learned that George It. 

L1nkins. son of the above. acquired the property in 1904 and Bold 

it in 1907. George W. LinldIls' re:ll estate office..-8.3 located at 

BOO 19th Street. N. W •• £rQ/II lB86-19ll. 'l.'hia same s.ddress appeBl'B 

on the "foX' saJ.e" sign in the photocraph. indicating that the 

picture was takan some tme between 1886 and 19l1. If the build­

ing in the photograph pI'Oved to be Suter's Tavern. thiB ... ould 

mean that this historic struature may yet ha.ve been trt,anding 

in 19l1, WlImOi/ll tc t;.ne growing a:no;y of searchers who wers then 

trying to "tind" Suter's Tavern. 

Thera 'lias no'll the statement of Mary D. Sutat' and a 

photo(lTaph of II structure eaJ.led Suter's 'favern. Both fecused 



upon tho same location. The fact that the structure was called 

an Oyster House further fitted into the story that was be[;1.nn1ng 

to unfold. It was quicldy remombered that in 1608 Gecrge Pitt, ldIo 

was then us:lng the originaJ. Suter's Tavern building aa an Oyster 

House under the nllnle of ths Anchor Tavern, advertised that .from hill 

Tavern ••• an extensive view of that beautiful islll.lld belonging 

to General John Mason could be had.7 This statement corresponded 

to the site on th~ north~we9t corner of K and 31st Streets, as it 

1a a.loost directly IICrcs::! from that sam" island which is toda;r 

know as the Theooore Roos8Vlllt Island. Ths above facts soomed 

to logically point to ti,;'!: llite as the or1etroal location. Howevet', 

Could thia be abo supported by evidence from orig:1na]. racords? 

During an exhaustive> search throl,gh land records of 

Frederick and Montgomery COWlties and the ta.x assessment rBCords, 

of Georgetown, that precious pieoe of original evidence, :In the 

form of a direct written reference to Suter' B TaVErn in IJlc year 

179) was finally discovered. 'l'he earliest Tax Book of Georgoto'JlIl 

now extant at the J'bntgantery County OHtco building revroJ.ed an 

aB!:ssamcnt against Peter Cassanave, important Ueorgeto~ citizen 

Il.lld one_time Hayor. In describing the location of a houso for 

l<hich hI> wan beine; Il.BBeSSC-d, there "liB written "opposite Suter's 

'tavern." 8 

7. )le""nJri;:,. C""ett(l, October 12, 180B, p. 3. 
8. tCCOWlt I;r Lot-;;-:md HO(lscg in Ueorgetmm :'sseSSOlDnt Dook 

1793-1'07, ;';ontgomClry" COWlty Oli"ice Bllilding, RoCkville, lid. 
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The remaining task was to determine ~rP-cise1y which lots 

in Georeet~ were owned ~ Fater CssBsnsvs durinr, the time in ~ich 

John Suter operated his tavern. This involved a thorough search of 

Csssanave's real estate transactions as found in the Land Records of 

Montgomery County and the early records of the District of Columbia, 

including complete title searches On numerous properties. The comple-

tion of this detailed study revea~ed that in 1793 Peter Cassanave owned 

original lots 1), 41, 11, end lots B and 1 on the south side of Casseway 

9 street. A oareful inspection of the first four lots with reapeot to 

chliln of O1'Il'lership and history of the structures located thereon, and a 

Similar study of the properties located opposite to thP-m revealed no 

i~formation conoerning John Suter Or Suter's Tavern. 

Lot 1 on the southwest carner of Cause""ay and Fishing Lane 

(later K and Jlst Streets) proved, however, to be a far diffenent story. 

Cassanave's ownarehi" of lot 1 continued for some time, and hie heirs 

were still assessed for it in 1807 and 1815 es proven by the recently 

discovered Gaorgetolm assessment books for those years. lO This lot 

and houss was located directly across from the exact location on which 

Mary D. Suter had stated that her ancestor's tavern stood and 

10.. 1800 _ 1807; lR15; District of Columbia 

;;;;,;;;;;,,' 'i:ii:::i;:; the small numbers of recently ::: records for years !IIlIonl' the early 
District of flecords in of the District BuildiIlj1. 
These records w"'re inBpIlcted in by Mr. Daniel Noll of the District 
Government, Mr. Oliver Wendell HolMes of the National Archives, and 
this author repreeentinr tha National Park Service. 
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CD. which the structlll'S noted as Suter's Tavern in the recently 

discovered photograph was located.ll This was the norLhvest 

corner of K and 31st Streets or Causeway and Con~ess Streets ss 

it V&II Jrnow in 1793. At last. original documentary eVidence 

describing CassanBve'~ property as being "opposite to Suter'5 ft 

cOincided with the facts aa given by )-!arr D. Suter and the 

physical and historical evidence SUITOunding the ce.ptloned 

photograph of "Suter's Tavem ll -to prove beyond any doubt that 

the original. Sutsr':! Tavern -..all located on the northweo% corner 

of the present-day inteuection of K and 311ft Streets, in 

Georgetown. 

Such II location, of course, fitted perfectly into 

the :;tory of Suter's Tavern, ror it was but II short diBtmu:S 

frOM the ferry a<:rOBS the Potomack over >lhich t.he many travelers 

passed to and fro:Jl Virg1n1.a. It also placed John Suter's 

"Fountain Inn" on the ~liest eaat.-ll5st bU8ine88 mory of 

Georgetown leading to the bridge oYBr <lock Creek Ioco.ted at 

the east end of Call.9e.ray (K) Street. II! This so conveniently 

COincided with the descriptions of the early travelers ~ho 

passed Suter's Tsvern aiter comng over the CaU9E11ia,y Streot 

bridge. It is quite evident llCnf that these travelers lIould 

not ordinarily have passed the Old Stone lIous6 on Bridge Strelrt 

since crxtant recorda of the (Jeorgetm;n Cor;u1Iissioners show that 
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&II late as 1800 no bridge over Rock Creok had been cOIletNoted at 

the east end of Bridge Stre~.13 'the repeated newspEioper annOUllCB~ 

menta of George Pitt, later proprietor of the tavern. ~ich de~ 

s¢ribed the tavern building 111 which he had h1.a oyster house aa 

be111g across from Mason's hland !<lao similarly pointed to tb.e 

location of Suter's Tavern vtdcll has alreadt been proven beyond 

doubt tw orig1n!<l documentmy ev:I.denoe. 

The crt-repeated question "Wr""ru vas Suter's Tavern 

located?M need no longer be asked.. At last, original. s;dant 

dooumentlll7 evidence has bean found _ evid6lloe -..hioh. a.fi.er 

cr:1t1.caJ. analysis, proV69 that the h1l3torio Suter's Tavern waa 

located at the present northwest corner of K and 31B't Streets, 

in Georgetown.14 

13. Ibid. 
14. 'fii8evidence Iv whioh the solution to the mystery of the location 

oj' Suter's Tavern lias determined was based pJ'imarlly en the criti_ 
cal historic!U evaluation of tho; .l'ollow1.ng orie;inal documentBJ:'1 
sources, peX'sonaJ. X'erniniscenres, ;>hotoer-aphic and physicaJ. evidence 
of the Bite, and oX'iginaJ. histoX'ical X'ooords concerm.ng the site 
and later proprietors of the" Founta111 Inn." These iJDport.ant 
sources are liatad bel"" in this order. 
(a) Account of Lots and Houses in Georgetown, Assess~ent Bcck, 
1793-1797, the 'rax Assessor's Office, County Office Building, 
RockVille, Md.; Georgetown Assessment Book, 1815, EaX'ly recorda of 
the District of Columbia. 
(b) Hary D. Suter, "Biography of John Suter," WashiJIgtoniana Section 
Of the District of Columbia Library, Washington, D. C. 
(,,) Original of the structure named "Suter's 'ravernn un_ 
ooversd by 'rhis photograph corresponds to the exaat 
site lIhich is by and supported by the .. hove documentary sources 
and personal In addition, the photograph oarrespO:lld.9 
to the evidence to the later use of the Suter' B TavBln 
b;ildU;g by Pitt the location as ncted by Pitt in the 

or July 8, 1803. Laatly, exam1n.ation of the 
":E:~:~:~site of the north west corner or 3lat 
o prove both to be identical. 



The eorrect leeatian of Suter'a Tavern nov eompletely 

preves the !BJ.sity of' the thesi~ whieh maintained that the Old 

Stone Heuse on K Street. vas Suter's Tevem. H(]IIlIvar, the actual 

solution III1d finding of the orlginaJ. looation posllesllell far more 

lIif!!lificanoe than merely pl'ov1ng the negatiVity of tbe claim of 

the Old Stone Heuse and other spuriOu./9 locationll to the fwne of 

Suter's Tavnrn. Thill historical invelltigation hili! salved tbs 

mystery which has challengsd leoal histcrlans and lIeholars in 

allied fields for alJDoat a century. By means ef eritical his­

torleal anal~is and evaluation of evidence, the answer to that 

mystery h.a6 been eu.cce6Stully deterruined. 

It iB nth e deep pel'lIonal satisfaction that this 

hiBtariaIl offers the III1B1i9l' to that moet controversial subject 

of Washington local history - the looation of Suter's Tllvern. 

All that "" 1cn0W' about the f8/lle III1d national. ll1~fieance of 

Suter'lI Tavern can nov be told nth a llIOl'e fervent and 1nt1rllat.e 

meamng. Far ve nov knov axactly where this historic structure 

once lJtood in old Oeorgetol/ll.. 



cHAP'I'm 7 

OLD GOORGErmIN 

At a t1J!le vtrle.h may never be known, Indians eBt"bl1shed 

the 'Village ~f Tohogo. near the Site of present-day Georget~wn. 

Increasing evidence seems to indicate th.ILt the first &rope8tJ8 to 

axplcre the Potomac river ae £u as t.hi!l !lite yere the Spanish. 

For many yaars prior to EngUBh. exploration of the area, SponiardB 

had saUed 1.IP the PotoJQII.C or the EBpirit.u ~ as the;> eal.led it, 

l'eaching at laaat ILB flU' as the preBMt site of the District of 

Columb1!l..1 

However, the firBt known white 1II;t'l to alIcend the river 

plLl'lt the vUlage of Tohoga to Little Fal.ls was Captu.1n Henry 

Fleet. 2 Capt!lin neet W8.II a msmber of a party whiCh sailed frolll 

Jamestmrn in the fall. of 1.621 in search of corn for the sufferers 

of the JlUllestown famine. 'When the anxious group under the cOlQllWld 

of SpilJDal\ reached the Vicinity of Tohoga in their pinnace, the 

Tiger, s landing party was sent ashore. The gl'01.IP "all suddenly 

surrounded and savagely attacked by the AcJacoetan Indians and aU 

vere Jdlled except Fleet) Hie lire spared, neet waa held capti" 

by the AcJacosta.ne tor ID1UIY years. He learned their language and 

custOlnl!' .. a1m.oet forgetting his OVI. He was B'Vllntually raneomed 

1. Hugh Taggert, "Old Georgetown" J Recorda of COlumbia HtstoricaJ. 
Society, Vol. XI, pp. 122-23. 

2 • .!!?M., Pp. 34-35. 
3. !!&!!. 
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and returned to hill native England, whare his lQndilrful tales or 

life among the American red men en1;.hraJ..led the frlglish people. In 

16)2, he l"eturned to Tohoga and set up trade with the Indians. Tw 

yeare later il'1 1634, the first Lord BaltillDre discovered him liV1.ng 

com.forta~ among the Indians ill the village of Plscattaway.li 

At the beginning of the eighteenth century. the British 

Crown made land grants to certain indiv1duaJ.s and 0. small number of 

these settled near the future site of Georgetown. As early aa 170), 

there VILS a tr&ding pOst on the wet side of Rock Greek at its 

jWlction with the Potomao rival', whioh vas cilled "Sa,w Pit. Landini. nS 

In that BaJIIB year, Nin1.!llI Bsall. obta1.lled his patent of theL'RocK of 

Dwnbarton," II tract of SOIIl$ 705 a.cres. A short time later, George 

Gordon took up bis land grant. In l8l17. Gordon bllUt IL tobacco 

inspeotion hOUBB upon hie llllld on the vest b!lllk of Rook Creek. 

This inspeotion house or "Rolling Houss" as it '""s aaJ.led became 

the seed froJll 1Ihiob the future tow. vas to grov. 6 From far il'1 

the back country the f;1"oat casks of tobacco lwnbered over the 

Rolling Roads to Gordi:m '-11 inspection bouse. The Cll9kB served 

as both containers and wheels since they had !Ill axle throuej:l the 

center and sha!'ts for 1I\fll1., horSe!!, or oxen. 

There vas aJ.ao a fel'l'l Which crossed the PotOll\9.C river 

at QeorBetown. There are r<:!ferenc8S to this 1n9t:l.tution a.s ee.rly 



as the ~7)O'5.7 Aooording to Hr. Oliver W. Hobes, the uxistenoe 

ot a tetrry and a tob&coo :inspection house 111 the Chesapeake Tide~ 

watetr civiluat1.on ot thll.t tiJl!e we.s suffieient 1llcant.ivs for a 

Third 1nstit.uticnl a houae fer public entertainment. S In Nove~bar 

ot 1747, the Court for Pr:iJlcs George's County record!! a licanse 

issued for Ute cperation of a tavern at the mouth of Reck Creek. 9 

The requisites WIIre fulfilled and an increasing Bet.tlement devel_ 

oped near tilie broad mouth of Reck Creek. 

New dist.urbances in Scotland 111 1745 brouf:ht mBlIY new 

immigran"hl to the Maryland cclony 1 and same of them found thei%' 

way to the growing little settlement around George Gordon's 

"Rolling Hallse." This predominantly Scottish ooJllldllnit.T wae 

growing 1llto a bUB7 little village. On May 15 1 1751, the Mary. 

land Provincial Assembly looked wit.h fawr upon U1e petition at 

t.he local resident.s and authorized t.he establishment of George 

Town on the Potomaok river above Rock Creek.10 The nevly ap­

pointed C0llllll1.811ioners of George TOlifl were iJDpowred by U1e act of 

U1e Maryland Assembly to !JlU"lohaae sixty !!;Cres of land belonging 

to George Gordon and George Beall. The Commissioners chose 

Alexander Beall to survey and layout t.he new to""- into sighty 

11 lata. Both Gordon and Beall at. first. ref'used t.o sall thei%' 

e. 
9. 

10. 

11. ~. 

Dist.rict of COlumbia 
p. 1. 

c. 
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land; however, they vere farced to comply with the act of the 

Maryland Aeeel!lbly. It 't9 not definitely known ...nether the town'lI 

name was choe..rt :In honor of King George or to paci!y the nillled 

feelings of the two men upon lIhose lend the to ..... was tOWlded. 

At the time of the originel platting of tho tuwn in 

1751, the llttle vUlagtl !laB alrea<;!y a thriving cOlmlunity on the 

fringe of the yeatern settlol!lBnt. WhUe George TOIlll \faa yet in 

itl! formative years, the lucrative punluits ot trade vel'S upper­

roost in the minds of ita citizone. One such enterprising mercllant 

WaB Robert Peter, who opened his "Rock Creek Store" in 1752. Hr. 

Peter, who later became the first mayor of George Town, was alllO 

the agent of the fwnoU8 .firm ot John Gl!IBsford and Company, of 

North Britain, which m::mopolized llIost of the Potomac river tobacco 

trade.12 

In 1162, the Commissionera authorized the construction 

of a wart at the end of Ylater Street.lJ Trade cOlltlm,ed to dtl-

velop. Ocean going ships from distant shores made George TOlin a 

port of call. locally owned ships left George Town heaVily laden 

'oI1th tobacoo. that preciolW cargo vhioh 1o/3.S the "meat, drink, 

olothing. and money of the oolonists. n 

12. Tawart,~. cit. pp. 167...otl. 
13. ~linut"s of the Geocgetown Comndssioners, ~ • .£!!? •• Vol. 1, p. )9. 



By 1765, all of the origiJlBl eit:hty lots of George TOIoIll 

wex-e purchased and arrangements W'i're mi3.de for further a.ddit1ona to 

the towh. 14 Purchaeers ot lots in the new additions were urged 

to acquire their deeds before the Stamp Act became effective. The 

reatrictive acts of the Brlt:tsh Parliament were .llread;y the O9.Use 

of DIU.oh Mnceru :tn George Town and through the State of Maryland. 

The Maryland Gazette stopped publication because of the St!lIlQl Act. 

and gave the following notice: "The tiJlles aTe drsadful, dismal, dole.fuJ., 

dolorous, and Dolla!'-Leas.,,15 

At the outbreak of the American Revolution. the P"Pulat:ton 

ot George 1'O\lJl conststed ot li33 perscns, of "hich 82 were slaves.16 

During the war years, the trade ot George TO\lJl Buffered gr'eatly. 

How.,-v"r, regardlesa of personal loss, the vast majority of citizens, 

includinG its leading merohants stood for independenoe. The 

Britillh Colonial Office at Dooming Strest in london received the 

followin8 report from a confident I 

17. 

"Th" temper of th" leadinr; men :tn }laryland still 
continues to be guided by a spirit of rancour and 
violence. They appear confident of succeeding in 
the favorite scheme of independenoe, and of estahlish~ 
icg thair own illlPortance on the ruins of the Britieb 
Constitution." 17 

Records, 
':;';i. .. ~ot of" letter 
N. v., Ju.:" 23, 1777. 
Office 5 Vol. 722 }ISS. 

hundred Box 2, Folder 8, 

Bddis to Former GO'lemor Eden of 
Public Heeora Office; London Colonial 
Div. [fJ;"'-
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However, the British soldiers found the Maryland shopkeepers, 

tradesmen, and flll"ll\ers equally as llilling to fight for their 

Ir6edam. Many George Town citizens fought valiantly on the field 

of hattle. The following interesting account of George Town dur~ 

:\ng the Revolutionary War IISS II'I"-Ile by l-lilli<UII Itl.rt in his Recal_ 

lecrtions. 1779-1301 

••• I passoo. a vinter in George TOIIll and 
remember seainB a llIDg line of wagons cross the 
river on the ioe. I conjecture that it waa the 
winter 1779-80 and that these wagons lIers attached 
to the Troops which wre going soutb. I remembeT 
also to have seen a gentleman Mr. Porter, going out 
gunning for canvaBbacks ••• whioh I have seen in 
those days whitening the Potomac and which when 
they arose, as they sometl.Jlles did, for a heJ.f 8 
mile tog..ther, produoed a sound like thunder,l 

When independence was ""n ohe IIIIlJ1 of George Town returned 

home with new hopes for happiness and prosperity, unhaIrIpered by the 

lIIany llDyal restrictions ltlich had helped to bring: about the Amer1-

~ Revolution. There were also new facee among: the local res1-

dentsmen such as Benjamin Stoddart ",ho ",as to become a great ship­

pilJg lIIerchant. For Major Stoddart and others had deCided that 

George TOIlll oHered more O~portWlity thlll1 even Baltillore. 

Until George Town's later inclusion vithin the District 

of Columhia, Stoddart' B expectations seemed to be Yell founded. 

For aCter the revolution, George Town's cO!MIeroial intarests 

entere~ a period of great eXpansion. The to'OlU was incorporated 

in 1789 as tbe city or George TOlm. Real estate speculation was 

stinlulated with such Citizens as Robert Peter aoqllirini3 innU/IIsrable 

18. John C. Proctor "Uld Geor~e TOIlTl Ctnd its Early Settlurs" 
'~'ashington Star, Dec, 7, 1930, 
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tOJ\l!l lots and ne<ll'by country tr=ts. fly 1785 all of the original 

George Town lots had bean iJtIproved and other adc!iUorui had been 

started. Along 1l1th prosperity came a bit of 1:nfiation. In 1779 

Judah Boone p~hased 1'0\11' George To\ll'l Iota for 800 pounds. One 

~r later on JWl8 6, 1780, he sold the same four lots to Peter 

Aston for 7000 pounds, realizing 6200 pounds on the initial 1:nven~ 

mente In 1791, President George wa.shingtcm oalled the tOIm the 

greatest tobacco market of the State, if not ot the Union. 

In addition to the nourishing tobacco trade, nour 

from the George To\ll'l mills .found its way to foreign porta. Impor_ 

tant roads conV<!rged on George Tovn from Eladensburg, Frederiok 

tovn, and Fairfax oounty. Shortl;r after 17~. a road \las eon_ 

stl"lloted to Little Fallil ..mere the firnt Chain bridge ...as com­

pleted.19 Over th""e roads and into George To1olIl. rumbled fo\ll' 

and six horse Conestoga wagons, heavily laden ~ith fa.m produce 

for the local. market.. ,Both forecign and locaJ. ships crowded the 

harbor and their activity vaS often watChed by s silent. H(;U.re in 

the upatairs roolll of hcis George Town mansicn. As he placed his 

telescope upen a table. Benjamin St.cddart felt. t.hat. he had 1II'1e the 

right decision in settling in this bustling t.own on the banls of 

the Potomack. 

In 1785, the Potomack Canal CCllnp311Y was organLzed loIith 

fleorte ~'iashinJ;ton as its first Pre~ident and George '1'0>1,1 looked 

to a great expansion of trade iofith the w~stern sectiun~. l'he 

July 24, l878. 
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height.s of the tow vere already dotted wUh the hOIlIBS of prosper_ 

ous "erchants. On Decelllber 28, 1193. the first Bank 1n the o.rea 

vas chartered ldth an initial oapital stoak of one million dollars, 

reflecting the gt'OWing ve,.J.th of the oOl1ll!!ll!lit;ro 

fur.l.ng the days of the old Potomack: Company, nat hottomed 

"gcndolas" brought 11'1 l!I8IIy shiplllsnts of furs, ImWer, a.nd flour, and 

fanrl prodUCe to the George Town wharves.20 This liIlstern trade ex-

tended. as far as Fort; Osage on the Missouri river, to Lake Erie, 

and to Mobile.21 RenBcting the 1JnportanCI:I of the fur trade alone, 

the lJnited States Gove:mmBnt established an Indian Trade Office 11'1 

Georgetown. In 1B09, the Washington Federalist reported that up­

'\tBl'OO of lJoc:o raMocn slcins would be sold in a single day. 

Althou{;h George Town's commercial 1llIIlortance continl.lsd to 

expe.nd after the turn of the nineteenth century, the town'" eventual 

commercial decline was already assured ... hen it was iI'lcluded in the 

originllil area select.ed for t.he new l>'ederal Distric:t. As eo.r2y a9 

1800 IIIII!lY of the !TlBrchante who had long operated stores in Georga 

ToWll ...,re rwving to new loc:atione in Hashington city, nearer to 

the publio buildings. 

Life in old George Town '\laB not all business. B'or al_ 

thoush the taverna were the Cm1.ters of private and municipal busi_ 

ness tranoactions, they W<lre also the gathering places for the 

George Town c1tiz'Jns and the oenters of a :robust and lUst.y life. 

The !'lOst fa.MUS ",,"vern of all was Suter's "I.'(>untllin Inn," begam in 

21. pp. 161_2, 
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178) by John Suter. A favorite rendezvous of all the well_known 

local citizens and such national figuroo as Thomas Jefferson, 

George Wa.\lldngton. SlId Pierre l' Enl'arlt. Suter's Tavam might 

well be ealled the birtbpbce of the Nation's Capital. A closer 

lool!: into the history of this colorful tavenl has been covered 

previously. 

Before tbe Revolutionary Wer. tbe !a.shionable residenttal 

section of Georgeto'olll had centered about the street known as 

Cherry- Alley. This section, .. ltwre beauty IIl\d art. reigned. was 

the Court end of the to'ilJlo Ita quaint two_story houses 'O'Bl'S 

built of brick 1Jnported from b1gl!llld,. After 1790, the grOlling 

interest in the development of the ~'ederaJ. City shifted emphaDia 

to Bridge Stroot. which bee-ems the principal avonue of approach 

to the National Capital from the surrounding States of the y.:>ung 

republ1C:. 2Z In addition to business establishments of all kinds, 

there vere numerous fine residences and a church an Bridge Street 

by 1182. The Old Stone House, built in 1166, on orteinal lot J 

vaa one of the earliest houses cons~ructed on this street. 

The original act of 1751 which authori21ed the laying out 

of George Town, also provided that the CO!!i1lissi"..ers of the town set 

aBide Unte for two annual" fairs" to be held in the spring IIl\d in 

the fall. 2J These colorful." fairs" lasted for three days IIl\d 

22. n"bArt Nelson, "Hi~orical Sketch of H Street" March 21, 1950. 
2J. Tagesrt, £E. Cit., p. 16). 



bl'ought visitors into the t~. Inns and boarding houses overnowed 

with peopls and the epirlt ot guety and merr:Unent per ..... ded the whole 

town. Thel'e were special sales, games ot chance, races. theatrlcal 

pertonnsnces, and dlU'lc1IIg assemblies. The cotters ot GeOl'ge ToWII 

merchants 1IS1'e usually JIPlch richar folJ.!J\Iing one of the a'lnual 

fairs. During the "fair" aJ.l person(l within the bo\lJlda of the town 

had the privilege of being frell from arrest, el<cept for a ser1.oIUJ 

felony or breach of the peace. 211 For the benefit of those cQ!l1IIg 

from afar, thiB freedofll from arl'est was to continue in force one day 

befol'e and one day sftel' the "fair." 

In genel'al, however, the law ot George l'own wel'e l'sthel' 

strict. So strict, 1I1 fact, that once the town olel'k beeame in-

volved in his tinancial oblieations and vas hastily tbI'01II'l in t.he 

debtol" S PI'ison. This 1mpcrtant publ1c official lMguiehed \IJltil 

his succeasol' vas chosen and hia frienda _de good his shcl'tage 

and debts. 

In the early yeare, the people cf George Tcvn derived 

groat !Il!IUsernent. fl'om horse l'acing, ccck_f1@1ting, hunting, cerda, 

25 and dancing. There vas an undeoieble fondness of the people 

for l"\JJIl and su~. the ord1I1ary tipple. By 1769, the George TCI/JI 

Dace track _s a nourishing lllstitution in the tovn.26 

Dancing assemblies, which wel'e held in the local taverns, 

were very popular with George Town rasidmts. Shortly after the 

revolution, the "George Town baJ.ls" became the notable social 

24. Ibid. 
25. Taccart, £E. cit., p. 1611. 
26. 1£i2. 



-. 

• 

, -

,,-~. " . 

. - ----
--.~.­•• 

----' 



event~ attended by a more exel'ls!ve social. circle. These balls &C_ 

quired such popularity that rich land proprietors of Maryland and 

Virginia and their fe.miJ.ies came regularly to take part in the 

highlights of George TOlrn hOSPitality.27 During President Jeffer­

son'!! til!l.B Sir August~ Foster, the British Ministar IiBserted that 

there \1&11 no lack of handsome ladies for the baJ..ls in Gearge Town 

and that he never say prettier Sirb an:yvhere. 28 

With the arrival of the Fe::leral Government in lI'aahington 

in 11300, mBlly hieh offiCials who were used to the courtly society 

and camfortable living of Philadelphia CMe to the new capital in 

search of housing. W'ashtngton offered littlel howver. they found 

Ceorgetown IIIIlch to their liking. 1'h\lJ5 Georgetown of 1800 became 

the court end of official as wall lIB sccial. life of the erea. 29 

By the c:J.ose of tho eighteenth century, Georgetown loI!I8 

lIIore than just a business and social center. It was the center of 

a distinctive cultllre based upon an intellectual and I!IOral awaken_ 

illg of its citizens. Churches dotted the landscape, various 

courses of instruction werc offered, newspapers were published, 

and .. Cclleee hed been founded. By 17'15, the conbregatianB of 

the l"irst Prasbyterian Chllrch and the Holy Trinity Gatholic 

Ch~h WOlre Browing fast. and the Episcopal l.'burch .... as under con-

atruction. The first marriace recorded at the Hcly Trinity Ghurch 

took place on April 6, 1795.30 

28. Wash. 1899, pp.~6-~7. 

". 30. p. liJO. 
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Although OeorgetOlD College 1/IIS founded in 1189. the 

classes were not colllllWlced UlItU 1191. In NoveWet" of that ),6&1'. 

W:U11alD. Gaston. the firet student to enter the Doni oollege arrtved 

in Georgetown only to find that the aced!Dlly" vas stUl not roody.:31 

The young lad wo hed j=~ed fram Philadelphia stayed at the 

Tavern of Joseph S8PUUE!S "et the Sign of the Ore6ll Tree in th8 main 

street of th8 101m" fur almost thr88 wOOkll.32 On Novemb.8l' 22, 

1191. he clillibed the hill to the ne'll callege, were he _s soon 

joined by" other studanta including Oeorge and David Petet", SOl\ll 

of Robert Peter and Benjandn Stoddert. Jr •• son of the first 

300rort.lU7 of the Nevy)) By the beCinning of 1192, a regular 

progrlllll. of atudies was being clLI'Tied on in the colleg8 fO\lllded by" 

BishOp John Carroll. From the e&.rlieet tiJ!!es. the COllege re­

ceived the respect end admiration cf local. citillens. In 1195 II. 

local. paper reported "That !l'0III ~ry ascent, and in every' vale. 

George Town will affect the iJnaginetion in presenting new 

beauties. Its t01ler"lng College adorning a. hill only wanting 

such !Ill edifice to justiLY al.l the celebration in the power of 

language to bestov."3L. As the ~a.rs wore on, the venerable 

31, Rev. John M. Daley, S.J. "Georgetolom. COllege" 1'be Firort. Fifty 
Years" a Dissertation suWtted to the Faculty of Georgort.own 
University for de&ree of Doctor of Philo$oply 1953, Vol. 1. p. 83. 

32. Ibhl. 
33. IbId., p. 97. 
JL.. IlI\partioJ. Obser-ver' and Washington Advertiser, July )1, 1795. p. 87. 



educational institution spread the f8Jlle of' Goorge To'Wl'l far and 

Irlde, long after the cODllllercial glory of the town had languillhed. 

The theater alsc played a vital part in the cultural 

life of George Town frOlll the early tilllss. Numercus traveling 

compBllies performed in the local taverns. Their offerings ran 

the gamut of l.Jnsgination bllt there vas strong evidence that 

Shakespearean drama vas milch appreciated by Goorge Towners. Mr. 

McGrath's CompanY' cf Colllmedians vere long-tillle favorites of the 

town. On the even1ng of June 6th, 1795, the nSlf George Town 

theater opened, fsat'Ul"ing a favorite comedy farce under the 

cha.l"ge of' Mr. l4cGrath.J5 Local audiences were quick: to applaud 

the olever feats of the a.ctorsJ however, it seems that they were 

just as vooal !II1d aotive in expressing their displeasure at in­

sulting cr deuading perfo:manoes. In 1790, the Manager of the 

Alexandria theater was warned that if his aotors did not elevate their 

performances, "they shall find there are suoh things as oranges, 

eges, hard apples, IIlld other missUe instruments of vancs!II1ce.nJ6 

In addition to theatrical performances, musical oon. 

certs were quite pcpular. In 1796, nearly all of tha musicals 

and conoerts were presented at Mrs. Doyle's Long Room. Mr. 

Jll11~uth, the Calebrated bas:l.oon and clarinet artist parformed 

there t; a large attencbnce on Hay 14. l7~.J7 
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A constant source of danger to tbe welfare of the OOID.-

mun1.ty lB8 the threa.t of fire. Sinoe there were no !ire oOln"anies 

in the tOlfll prior to 1803, protection deponded solely upon the 

mutuaJ. 8.lIsl.atance of neighbors. A. raging fire broke out on High 

Street in Georglrlmm on Sunday lIIortling. September 25, 1796.38 The 

blaze, which completely destroyed eight houses, would have been 

even IIDrs disastrous h!I.CI it not been for the united action of the 

Citizens Ill1d the mlld weather of that day.39 The very next month 

a destructive fire conSllJll.ed the dwelling house of 111'. J. Laird.4O 

The nen year on Nov8l1lber IS, 1797, fire broke out. on the second 

n<)or of Old South building 01' Geol'ge Town College, The epeed with 

whioh the local oiti1:OlIl!iI ruahed to the aid of the college demon-

strated well their Bttachment to that Lnstitution. The college 

faculty and studentl! publioly" aclrnOllledged their debt to the local 

cltizll1ls tor the "kind lind a.::tive aasilrtoanoe they received i'rol!l 

t.halll in the tremendous disaster which threatened their home with 

total d""truct:lon. "Ill 

Official tire protection O .. me to the cOmrrIWI:lt7 in the 

year 1803, when a fire CO!T!Pll1l7 waa formed and a fire en&ine pur­

Chased b7 publio subacription.h2 1'here was e. sigh of relief 

lIlIIong the. 10ca1 citizens wen the town possessed a fire engine 

all its O'llll. As a furthar precaution sBainst fire, II night watch 

3fr.-~a"hington Glillette, Septelllber 28, 1796, p. 3. 
39. Ibid. 
uO. ~n&ton Gazette, October 12, 1796, p. 3. 
41. :lal.ey, Hev. John M. "Georgeto'llll Collegel "£he first En7 Years" 

£2. ~ •• p. 123. 
42. R. P. Jackson, ~. £!1., p. lOu. 
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brigade VIIS famed in lBU.li3 ThElse wa.tchmen, with staves !IlId 

lantern8, patrolled the atreets at nigjlt, c&l.ling out thu hour and 

the state of the weather. The original. VigUant Fireholliie. whioh 

is yet standing at 1066 ldsconsin Avenue, was built in 1817. and 

housed a VOlunteer f1r~!ight1ng brigade. 

Although o!fiotal pollce protection was rather slcrw in 

coming to Georgetown, the town boasted the only jaU in lover Mantw 

gomary county for many years. The George Town jaiJ.. or Debtor' e 

prieO!1 as it Ifti.S earnotillies c&l.lad, vaa built ahortly atter the lay­

mg out of the town. The first known prieOnBl"8 of the CleorgetOllll 

jail vera Michael. and Matthew Dulaney who wers charged with setting 

fire to a Tobaoco lIB.l"ehouas. a heinoua Grillle 1n such II tobs.cco 

center as Georgetown. 44 
They vere placed in ir<JIl9 and apec1al 

guardo watched them for the prison vas not considered to be the 

safest flaos of confinellletlt .for dangaroua crinlinaJ.a. Alt.hough 

t.he Georgetown jail. rw.y have be",n a deterrant to oertain potential. 

law breakers, in 1791 such "notorious o.r.renders as John Duffy and 

his gang of robbers vere terrorizing citizens on the road frOlll 

Georgetown to Alaxandria.,,1J5 In 1795, the Georgetown Col!llussionar8 

authorized that the eu:rn of ~2 be paid to a constable for his back 

pay covering 1792 end 179). In 1799, th'" town boasted two oon~ 

stables and each received 3)0 annual suary. In 1805, s bill 

author:'.~ing the appointment of town constables waa passed by the 

Cleorf';etc-JIl [bard or A1derlllBll.1J6 

w.. 
45. 
46. 

com:1itting a prisoner to jaU and a newspaper 
Collection: Geor~etown Publio Library. 

Ausust 6, 17;11, p. 3. 
of Aldermen, Vol. 2, 1805, p. 36 I'.ss Div.\LC) 
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In 1800, the poplll.ation of George Town was 2,99);' 

hOlfever, tha population ot. central. Wa5hington had already,ltia.ohed 

J,no •. ).i.7 Although it VIIS evident to man,. that Georgetown wo1.ll.d 

eventually be Qvershadoyed by the newly founded city .0£ \~aBh1ngton. 

the old t01ln of Oeorge 'fown men fought II gallant battle. Well into 

the 1830'11. nQ.l!lerQUS Goveml!l"llt Officials and Diplomats preferred 

to live in George TO>I!1 l'athar than in Wa.shington Oit,.. Such 

notables as Hen:ry Cl~ and John RanioJ.ph crt 8uccWQbed to the jol.ly 

atlDOsphere of the Union Tavern on Bridge Street. Other dip1tarlee 

enjoyed the imposing mansiof\8 and quiet streets of the heightso 

A.rter ita glory 8e an 1aportant international trade 

centEll" dlm:1n15hed. George Town clll1lg to its atmosphere of cordiality 

!Illd social prominence, which yet remains with thts particular part 

of the Nation's Capital. Its taverns and 1nna had betfll the Bcene 

of aventll which affected tho planning and building of the Federal 

C~ital 00 the banka or the Fotomac. Its citizena were foremoat 

in working for the gr'eater development of the cOllllllllnity and Nation. 

Ther incl.llded piCileera in religiO!l IIlId edllcat!on, in trade IIlId COlli­

marcEl, in<hlstry IIlId soience. COJIIIIIOn to all of thBJQ 1198 a devotion 

to OCUI'ltry. It was m(}at appr(}pr:1ate that it was a resident (}f 

Ge<>rge Town, FrIlllCia SC(}tt K~ who -wrote our inap:Lrtng National. 

AnthBiD. the i!Star Spangled Banner. n 

47. Census of 1800 for the Distriot of COlumbia. (RA) 
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AS 3. struggling village prior to 17lLB, the area which 

VlI.B to become GSQl'ge Tovn had been part of Prince GeorgEl:! Gount:r. 

Md. in 1148, it was inCluded in Frederick CO\lIlty. and 1n 17;(, 

George Town became pm of Montgomery Count:!'" when that county VlI.B 

established. A few years l.ater this historio city W8s includad 

within the area selected by George Waahington for the lederal 

Capital. George '1'0IiIl had bean UIlder the BIHICasa:tVB juriBdictlon 

of the King at Oreat Britain, the State of ~~bnd. and the United 

States. As II. tawn and city. :I.:t rodsted ,.mdsr an independent cbartar 

for 120 years. liB This charter va.a repealed 111 1871, by an aot of 

Coneress ltlich provided fIX' a municipal Government with jurisdiction 

oyer the 81t1r8 District of ColUlllhia.49 In 1895. further lagl.sl.a.-­

tion proVided that Georgetawn should no longer be \mow. in law as 

the City of George 'fown, but should rather constitute a part of 

'0 the city of Washington, the Federal Capital. /'IOde:rn Oeorgo 

Town is,o£ course, ofj'iaially II. part of the District oi' Columbia. 

However, many oi' uS think II1<Ire UpClll the past achievements ot the 

little tow which Qeorge WaahinKton OnCe called "the greate6t 

Tobacco cent6r in the State of Ha.ryland, if not the Nation." 

Mally ot tho homes and haunts o£ these great Alnericans who l:!.ved 

in this town remain today and pl"Clvide us with ph;y'sicaJ. reminders 

of a pro'ld and glortous pa6t of American history. 

48. Tage:art. £e •. '3:1.., p. 120. 
u.9. Ibid. 
50. Ibid. 



APPDlDIX 

Discovery of two original. buUdings in Old George T01ill 



While pursuing research work. in connection with the Old 

Stone House in Georgetown, it was discovered tbat two original 

Georgatollll\ buildings ot great bistorical aignificancs are standing 

today unknD1ln and uzmotioed by the thoWlands of oitizens who pass 

them e!1ch day. These atl'Uatures are the original Gity Tavern and 

Bank af' Columbia buildings of Old Georg..t.own. 

Tbis discavery was made during a title search of original 

lot 47 in Georgetown. This original lot, measuring 150 by 75 feat 

was first purchased by George Gardan on March 24, 1752. In 178) 

Ifllliam Bayley a.cquired this lot, which w!lS located on the southwest 

corner of Falls and I'later Streate in Georgetown (today JoI Stre..t. and 

,lisconsin Avenue, N. 'iJ.), and proceeded to subdivide the lot into 

several sections.l A later purchaser of several aections vas 

ThOllUs J. Beatty cf Georgetawn. On February 29, 1796 the Bank of 

Columbia purchased a part of lot 47 from Beatty.2 This part of 

lot 47 "as the exact location on which the original etructur" of 

that venerable financial institution is locat"d to this very day. 

On April 20, 1799, Tho. J. Beatty deeded a part of lot 1J7 

in Georgetown "',·lhereon 15 the Tavern lately occupied by Clement 

Sewell and adjoining the Bank of Colwnbia," tc Mr. Overton Carr.) 

The tavern re.ferred to here is the oril>1.nal City Tavern building 

1. Plat of~LOt'l;"7 showing all subdivisions omd uh:mges in ol<flership 
froll! 1752_lB06 prepared according to and based on the original 
d~eds. 

2. Liber B, folio 415: Records of tho District Title 0,. 

3. Liber D, .MJe )90: Records of tbe District Title Co. 
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of Georgeto~, wherein Clament Sevell had been keepine his tavern 

since tho latter part of 1796. 

Arter collecting sufficient historical information on the 

sites of the two above structures frOID. the origin<il land Record!:! of 

Montgomery GoWlty, the District of Col\llllbia, ;u,d t.he ReI;!ords of the 

District Title Insurance Company, there was no doubt that the sites 

of both the Cit.,- Tavern and the Bank of Columbia were located on 

oridI1al lot b7. A preliminary visit to the site revealed that both 

the second and third buildings west of the southwest corner of 

Wisconsin Avenue and M Street, N. W. looked very unusual., the third 

building, especially, appoarin~ to be quite old. 

Subsequently, J1r. Haussmann, Chief of the Architectural 

Brru'loh, of.fered to accOlIIPany me to tho site of the t'>lO buildings in 

question for an examination of their architecture. This inspection 

\laa made an October 22, 195b. With respect to the third bllUding. 

Mr. HalleslIWlJl stated that it "as a very old bllUding dating approXi_ 

mately frlll!l 1790-1800. He obseI"'Vad that tha anador of the original 

first iloor had been replaced, bllt that the enerior second and third 

noors "ere original. Construction was of a flerrdsh Bond and closures 

"ara rwealad at tha \lindows. There was also an ornamented top dat_ 

ing from about 1815 on. Hr. ~auesmann "as interested in the unu.sual 

height of the first noor, in~cating that it must have been bullt 

for a special uss. It 8eam3 logical nOli that this special use vas 

for the main noor of the Dank cf GolWllbia. This cId and architec­

turally significant buUding is nO\l vacant ".lith the exception or the 



first. noor ;:ilich is used to h0U56 Sanitation vehicles of the 

District of ColUJllhia. Government. An inspection of the int.oo:"iol:' \faa 

also made, revealillg that. the interior had been radically changed. 

On the third Urlor a. large hole in the ceiling allowing t.he sunlight, 

rain and snow to ent.er unobstructed indicated that unless measureo 

a.re taken to preserve this building, its deterioration will proceBd 

rapidly. On the outaidll Mr. !lauSBlllann paced off the distance from 

the corner boundary to the east corner of th.1.s buildi.nt:. These 

mea~urement.s, as I latel:' substantiated from the original delld f,iving 

this prcpllrty to the Bank cf ColUlllbi9. in 1796, fitted ax1l.c:tl:r thosll 

described in tillI delld. 

Thll slIcond building from the romer proved to be even 

more interesting. To tbe casual observer. thll front of the building 

might appear t.o be in the late 18Bo's Ol:' 90's. However, Mr. Haussmann 

keenly observed that thll building had been refaced and that actually 

it was a much older building. A walk around to the rear of the build_ 

ing substantiated this opinion, for there was revealed a c",,"pletely 

different. type of const.ruc:tion. The structure is a three story brick 

bullding with a common bond being used. Mr. Haussmann believed t.hat 

it was not q,uite as old as the Bank of Colu:rnhia building adjoinin& 

it to the wost. It was also noticed i'r0lll this re~ vi6ll that the 

original +,hree floors and tho orieinal wooden darners appeared to 

be in ta.ct, although in vsry pOOl:' condition. The architectural 
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1nspection of this building, lIhich is now u3ad by a printing firm, 

proved that the building was constructed about 1800 or earlier. Since 

then a careful study Of the description of the tavern building (three 

story brick, etc.), aJld the !Qea.sursmsnts of the site according to the 

original deeds, has proved beyond question that the original city 

tavern and second atNature 'oI8St of the southwest corner of Wisconsin 

Avenue and H Streort. today are one and the same building. 

The wlltenoe of these two original buildinga is apparently 

unkno;m to residents and local historians of Georgort.oWll. '!'hare 1.B 

no'ol !IJIIple evid.mce to prove that both structures have II. most 1mpJrtant 

historioal significance not only to Georg,eto'llTl locally but of National. 

inIportance. In addition, if cerlsin msa..sures are not tak811 to pro­

tect and to preserve these structures, they will go the 'Way of many 

important h19torical and Ill"chitecturaJ. !1IonllIll"ntll of our past. 

Brief HbtoricaJ. Sketch 

The City Tavern 

The City Tavern, a three story" brick bullding, was built 

sometime in 1796. It was located on part of original lot 117 in 

Georo;et01olll adjoining the Ilank of Ccll1lllbia. In addition to the 

Tavern building. there were large stables, a cranary, ldtchen and meat 

hoUBo. Fro!1l its very beginning the City Tavern WBS one cf the !!pst 

importa.!lt meeting places of cithens of Georgetown Illld 1m:porlant 

figures on the National. scene for both pleasure and business. The 

first proprietor 'Wnll Clement S ..... ell 'Who operated the tavern until 



t.he earl)' part. of 1799. He was fOllowed at. t.he Cit.)' 'raven!. b:t 

Charlea McLaughlin who hald forth unt.U lSOl, t.o be succeeded b;y 

Joseph Semmes. Sammes operat.ed t.he Cit.y Tavern fro~ lSOl_1805 

under t.he sign of t.he "Indillll King. ft 

In t.hese early years of its td~o17, the Cit), Tavern wou 

a eet.hering place whioh refiect.ed t.he Ufe 8lld t.1nws of' t.he youna 

Capit.al. on the Potomac. Its roOIll!l were often crowed with 1mportlLllt. 

cit.io;ens end man:hant.s of Georcato1olll end l..tashington, st.at.esmen and 

even President.s. ThoJll!ls Jefferson, ... ho once field "That. no /llBn on 

t.he At.lantic coast could bring out a better bottle or Madelra or 

Sherry wine thllll old John Sut~ of Georgetown," lat.er transferred 

hill allegiance to the City Tavern and instruct.ad import311t visitors 

to t.he yoWlg Capital. t.o find accoJIllllldations there. Numerous cel&­

brations 'Were held at t.he City Tavern, one of which waB a grand 

banquet 9.!]d reception for President John Adams, held on June 6, 

1800, several months before he ... as to becllPl8 t.he first President 

to take up reSidence in the Imite House. The City Tavern building 

was used fOr tavern purposes until 18)6. 

The Bank of Columbi! 

'£he Bank of ColUlllbia ,.-as chart.ered b)' the LeiP-slature of 

r'lary1and, Dece:rnber 2B, 1793, under the name or "The President., 

Direotors md Company of the llank of ColUlllbia." 'l'he initiAl etock: 

consist.ed of 10,000 shares of onS hundred dollars each. Thia 

financial inst.itution had the distinotion of being the r:irst D,'lI1k: in 

the District of Columbia. In 1796 the lnstituticrn purch~sed part 
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of origin!il lot 47. where a spaoioUli three story brick building was 

900n oonstructed. The Bank remained on this site until 1806. In 

that y~ a nev hOIllfl was built for the Oank on original lot 26 on 

thu north side of Bridge (M) Street. Moat secondary aCCOlUlts give 
atter 

this/site as the original location of the Bank of Columbia. totaUl 

unaware that the ortginBl location wae on lot 47 and lilac that the 

first Bank building dating from 1796 is still standing today at 

3214 M Street, N. W. During the first quarter of the nineteenth 

asntury thiB Bank wa.s " pioneer financial institution of the young 

CapitBl, helping to finance many iJrIportant priVate and municipal. 

projects. Its patrons \fers those prominent in National stra1rs !UI 

well !l8 loc!il affairs of the District 01: ~lumb1.a. In 1826, its 

failure orBllted creat sXI'Uem8Ilt in the cOIIIIIunity. The United 

States Government had on deposit with the Dank ~469.000. which was 

lost in the vrec:kage. The FederBl Goverrvnent established its Indian 

Trade Office in the Bank of Co11ll1lhia building. This interesting 

institution, which carried en trade rBlation.s between the GovelTllllent 

and Indiana, retained its oIfice in this building as late as 1822. 
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