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Never an end 
By Conrad l. Wirth 

11 i! seldom that a person has the 
opportu nity to putlcipate In the 
estabh.hment of an organization such as 
the National P.uk Service. hs 
responsibilit ies are of great national 
importance ,lnd its concept has sprud 
a round the world. That concept is basic 
to all living things as far as human 
thought can go, and it i» compatible with 
every religion known to man . Hordee M. 
Albright was the junior memMf of the 
partnership of Mather and Albright that 
worked with a "group of distinguished 
Americans" to bring into Ming the 
me.an. and policies to fonn the National 
Park System, which preserves, for the 
enJoyment of all people, the scenic dnd 
scientific wonders of our part of tht' 
ea rth and the history of our N .. tion. 

The notion of setting aside land and 
objec t, fo r that purpo~e. which took. root 
with the establishment of Yellowstone 
National Pa rk in 1872. grew slowly u ntil 
M .. ther .. nd A.lbright ca me along. 
Stephen T. Mather became the first 
Director of the Service under the 1916 
Niltional Park Service Act . When his 
health failed . finally forcing him into 
retirement in 1929. Horace Albright 
beca me the second Director. From the 
beginning of their auociation Albright 
wu more of a partner than an employee 
in hi. relationship with Mather. ,md 
therefore he is often refe rred to as the 
co-founder of the Service. 

The memorial plaque to Stephen 
Mather seen in many of the park. 
summ.lril.e. hi' accomplishment!; With a 
.hort. dear. forceful. well earned tribute: 
"There Will never come dn end to the 
good that he has done." There is no 
question but that the "group of 
distinguished Americans" who gave their 
active support to the National P;ulr. 
Service Act would .ay the ume thing 
about Horace Albright. 

Horace M. Albright hal been an acllve 
National Park Service man, ye5. an 
employee (without salary most of the 
time), for 65 years and still is. In 1915, as 
an alli.tant to the Secretdry of the 
Interior, he was .!l5signed to help Mather 
work with the Hdistinguished Americans" 
to gel legi!llation through Congress tholt 
would establi.h the Na tional Park 
Service. A native of California, in his 
early 20'1, he was known to be very 
friendly . thoughtful, active, hones t and 
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bold, and these characterlstiC5 10 his 
makeup have never chdnge<l. The history 
of his ilctivitiH clearly pictures him as a 
.t rong, determined ml.n, a peno n with 
imilgination and one who knew wha t hE' 
wanted and how to get it in a fair and 
honest way. He has the ability to change 
his approach when necessary to obtain 
th e be,t solution available, and it is these 
qualities that have been recognizPd and 
ilppredated by all the many people with 
whom he has worked. 

It is hard to talk about Horace Without 
mentioning Grace Albright. They were 
10 much alike. They loved "II p.lrlr. areas, 
but with a special affection for 
Yellowstone, where Horace W.1l the first 
civilian superi ntendent after the Cavalry 
left while at the same ti me serving as 
Assistant Director or Acting Director 
during Mather's iIInenes. They both 
seemed to remember everyone they ever 

met . They knew the ranger, and theIr 
families; in fact. he is often referred to II 
the Ranger Director. Mind you, this 
applies 10 Ihe full 65 years that he hds 
been 1\ member of the Nationa l Park 
Service family . If you don' t believe th at 
he i. , till on the job, try to violate any of 
the policics that would be harmful to any 
one of the parks o r historic sitell, and you 
will hear from him 

Horace A.lbright is an excellent 
ad mini.trator, i. a leader, and his wishes 
are hi' orders. His hea rt and soul are as 
human II his maker would like to have 
them. He is a friend and a diStilnt, lOVing 
relative to all his park people. Our great 
Nation has recognh:ed and honored him 
as one of our g reat men by awarding him 
the Medal of Freedom, the Nation's 
highest civilian honor. 

We bask in his greatness; we must and 
will carryon 



The curtain rises 
By Carol Dana 

Towns ~xpanding into cities. New 
factori~s and mills under construction. 
Tin liuies rolling off the assembly lines. 
A conservationist in the White House. A 
declaration of war in Europe. 

Those were soml!' of the key 
developments in the social, economic and 
political spheres in the yean preceding 
the creation of Ihe National Park Service. 
At first glance. th~ trends would seem 
to ~ar little relationship to the birth of <1 

small Federal a~ency. Bul. in one way or 
another. each helped set the stage. Here's 
a doser look at some of the forcel that 
formed a backdrop for the creation of the 
NPS. 

As America entered the 20th century, 
it embarked on a period of tremendous 
growth and change. Between 1900 and 
1910. thc population increased by morc 
than 20 percent- from 75 million to 91 
million The greatest growth occurr~ in 
towns and cities as people left farms in 
search of jobs in urban industries. In 
1900,40 percent of the population lived 
in urban areas (defined by the Census 
Bureau as towns with populatIOns over 
2.500); only 10 years later, the urban 
population had jumped to 45 percent 

Growth and urbanization dr.,maticillly 
changed the face of the landscapt>. As 
early as 1690, the Census Report noted 
that America', frontier-once considered 
limitless- had all but vanished. The 
settlements, towns and cities that now 
dotted the country from cout to CC>aS! 
continuously stretched their boundaries 
m search of arable land, limber and other 
re~urces to meet the needs of 
burgeoning populations. Cities changed 
the environment most: their industries 
belched smoke into the air and water; 
railrollds. trolleys and the newly. 
invented automobile filled streets With 
noise and bUilth~ . 

Pressures on the Imd and the 
psychological strains of the urban 
environment lent strength to the 
Nation'. infant conservation movement. 
Far-S ighted mdividuills began to pres~ 
harder for the preservation of virgin 
lands before those areas werl~ lost 
forever to development. Naturalist John 
Muir was one of the most eloquent of the 
movement', spokesmen. In 1901, in an 
argument that soonds surprisingly 
applicable today, he wrote of the 
importance of preserving park and 
wildernen areas as places for psychiC and 
physic,)1 renewal. "Thousands of tired, 
nerve-shaken, over-civililot.-d people arc 
beginning to find out that going to the 
mountains is going home; that 
wildness is a necessity; and that 
mountain parks and reservations Me 
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useful not only as fountains of limber 
and irrigating rivers, ,",ut ilS fuuntalns of 
life;' he wrote in Olo"r NllIicmlll Pll~h. 

The cons.e-rv.Jlion C.JU5e got .:lnother 
boost that same yeAr when President 
Theodore Roosevell Came into office. 
Roosevelt w.u the flrsl President to make 
conservation a ma,or goal of his 
administration. Among the protective 
laws adopt~ during his tenure was the 
AntiqUilles Act. Signed in 1906, this 
landmark measure allowed Presidents to 
set aside areas of historic ur liicientific 
interest as national monuments. 

With piissaKe uf the Act, the Park 
System beg,m to grow as never before. 
By 1910, Presidents h,ld ,ldded 15 
national monuments to the register; 
national parks now numbered 12. But 
conservatiolllsts recognized that it was 
not enough simply to set dside ..rcas. 
Parks also had to be well managed And 
therem lay the problem. Management of 
recreation areas was then divided 
between three Federal agencies-the 
Agriculture, Interior and Wilr 
Departments. As a resolt, roads and 
accommodations were constructed under 
differing lease arrangements; parks were 
staffed by personnel with widely varying 
bilckgrounds and authOrities. Because 
management was so haphill.ilrd, 
protection of resources was not assured. 

Conservationists led the fight to unify 
management and admml<;tralion of the 
parks under a central authority. Bills to 
accomplish that were mtroduced m 1912 
and 1913, but with little effect. 

2 

In the meantime, however, the pJrks 
continut"d to grow in popul.1fity. 
Between 1909 and 1915, visitorship to 
the parks mc::rea~d fourfold. from 86,060 
to 335,299. The rise was due in part tu 
the sensational populMity of the 
automobile-which made park vacations 
a reality for a large segment of tht" 
population. In 1914, war broke out m 
Europe, dosing off vacations abruad and 
giving a further boost to tourism a\ 
home . 

As tourism grew, so did park problems. 
With more and more people using the 
parks, superintendents began tu wurry 
that they could not maintain roads or 
buildings in repair, provide the new 
facilities needed to cater to the needs of 
the swelling tide of tourists, or protect 
pub from lootmg or vandalism 

The manilgement concerns 
strengthened the argument for the 
creation of a cen tral authority to oversee 
the park. and act as their advocate before 
Congren. By 1915, Widespread lIupport 
existed for the idea. In addition tu 
conserVAtionists, the concept was backed 
by the powerful railroad industry (which 
saw nsing tourism as a way to increase 
ridership un thelf lines), .md prumincnt 
journalISts and the public::-whu were 
enjoying the parks as never before. 

The stase was set for creation of the 
agency. 

All that wu needed for the curtAin to 
rise were some key actors. Stephen 
Mather and Horace Albrijojht were 
perfectly Cil5t for the pittt 



• • . enter Mather and Albright 
the stalwart conservationists 

By Jamll"l F. Ki@f~y 

Horace Marden Albright was born in 
Bishop. Calif" on Jan. 6, 1890 and spent 
his boyhood in the Owens Valley, where 
his intere.1 in conservation took form at 
an early age. His father uften took hIm 
afield on fishing trips, and Oil one of 
those oullngs he became acquainted with 
a ranger in whose company he hiked 
through the Sierra Forest Reserve and 
got his firSI glimpse of Yosemite National 
Park. 

Horace also developed an early interes! 
in history, which perhaps accounts for the 
importance he later attached to bringing 
units of historic.l] significance into the 
n.llion.}1 p.1rk systf'm. This interest was 
stimulated by tall'S, told to him by old­
limen, of western expluration, the gold 
and silver e)(citemenls, the Mexicdn dnd 
Civil Wdrs, dnd the Indidn troubles, some 
of which wer~ recount~d from actual 
~xperif'nc~. In facl, Horace's Canadian 
father, George Albnght, had been drawn 
to the Wett by dreami uf gold and silver. 
At the Aurora mines in Nevada, George 
met and married M,uy Marden, a collf'ge 
girl of 21, "nd the couplf' settl~d in the 
Nevada silvf'r mining town of 
Candelaria. Although Mary had gone to 
Bishop 50 her baby could be delivered by 
the only reputable physician In the 
region, the Albrights did not move there 
until 1893, when silver declined so in 
value that thf' mines began to close 
down. In Bi!lhop, George Albright 
became a bUilding contractor. 

Berkeley years 

Horace remained In Bishop until he 
graduated frum high slhool. Then he 
entered the University of Californi,\.11 
Berkeley . After receiving his Bachelor's 
degree in 1912 he remained at UC to 
!ltudy law, specialiZing In land and mlllmg 
law. At that lime he also became 
personally acquainted with John Muir; 
the Scottish naturalist's conserv.uionist 
philosoph if'S hf'lped 5trengthf'n Albright's 
intf'rf'st in the outdoors. 

During Horace's grilduilte studies, he 
formed another rf'lation5hip that would 
shape his future. I Ie arranged II 

readership with Proff'llOr Adolph C. 
Miller, Chairman of the Umveniity's 
Economics Department. When Miller 
W.lS appointed Assistiln! to the St>cretary 
of the Intf'rior by Secrt'luy Ldne in 1913 
hf' persuaded Albright to becomf' his 
aSlllstant In Washington. Arnvlng In the 
Clpltalon May 31, 1913, Horace was 

Gl'Ilctlllld HafQctAlbr(~III. 1919. 
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apPOinted Confidenti", Clf'rk to the 
Secretary, a non-civil service position 
that paid $1.600 a year. He Intended to 
remain in thf' job a year, then return to 
California to resume his studies. 

Despite that intention, fortified by 
tender feelings toward a classmalf', 
Grace Marian Noble, Albnght was 
inexor~bly drawn into a n.llional park 
careE'r that was 10 span two decades and 
hold hi. Melong inlf'rest. The die was 
cast that summer whf'n Secretary LanE' 
aSSigned Miller responsibility fo r the 
pJrks. When till! two offici;tlil took off on 
a tour of Yellowstone, Glacier, Yosemite 
and Mount Rainier, Miller lert Albright 
in charge of his office in Washington 
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Horace enloyed the rf'sponsibility . 
And, with no immediate prospect of 
retulning to his Original plan, he enrolled 
in Georgetown UniverSity Law School to 
pursue his studies in night classe!l, 
rKeivlng his LL. B degree in 1914. That 
year he was admitted to the District of 
Columbia Bar, and on a visit to California 
also passed the bar examination there. At 
that time he became engagE'd to Min 
Noble. 

Meets Mather 

On Horace's return to WJ~hingtol\, 
Lane Introduced him to Chicago 
industrialist, Stephen Mather. Lane had 
offered Mather an appointment to 
succeed Miller, who had been apPOinted 
to the Federal Reserve Board . After 
talking with Albright, Mather agreed to 
take the job-if Albright would stay on 
and work with him. The two found each 
other's interests so compdtible that 
Albright decided to remain on the job for 
a few more months beforE' moving b.1ck 
to thE' West Coost to get married and 
establish a law practice. He wa!l aided in 
maklllg his chOice by MISS Noble's 
encouragement and her willingness to 
postpone their marriage. The wedding 
took pldce on Dec. 23, 1915 in Berkl'ley. 

Back in Washington, Albright becamf' 
df'eply involved in Mather's dnve to 
c:.tdLli~h d NdtivlLdJ Pd l k SCi"vico;:, .... hidl 
succeeded when President Wilson signed 
the Act of Congress on August 25, 1916. 
Secretary Lane appointed Mathf'r the 
first Di rector at a nlary of $4,500 a year, 
and Albright was named Assistant 
Director at $2,500. The Service's 
Wdshington office was established in 
April 1917, but in January Mather had 
suffered a nervous di!lorder and was 
unable to assume hiS dutleil until the 
following year. Albright took over as 
Acting Director toget the new bureau 
organized and defend Its first 
Clppropriation request. 

Preparation of the Service's first 
annual report III the Director's absence 
gave Albright the opportunity to make 
his first policy pronouncements 
concerning the National Park System. 
Hie report for 1917 called for termination 
of U.S. Army admilllstralion of 
Yellowstone National Park, 
establishment of Grand Canyon National 
Park, f'nlargement of Sequoia National 
Park, and annexation of a part of the 
Jackson Hole area in Wyoming to 
Yellowstone. the last a recommendation 
thai was to pit local cattlemen and 
I.J.ndownf'f5 against conSf'rvationisls for 
more than 30 yea rs. The report as a 
whole, however, e5tablishcd the National 
Park Service's policy guidelines for the 
next decade. Conlinued ne...- I p;lge. 



ereillt"t good for greatest number 

He continued to run the Park Service 
until the spring of 1918 while Mather 
gradually regained hil health, and during 
that time Horace .t rongly influenced 
departmental policy governin~ 
administration of the national park •. 
That bllic policy, which was reqUIred by 
the Act of 1916 and isstill In effect, 
provide. that the national parks be 
maintained " in absolutely unimpaired 
form for the UH' of flJture generations:' 
and thillt they be made iIIvaiiable "for the 
Ute, obtervation, heiliith and pleuure of 
the people.H Albright's personal 
convktion was opposed to the view of 
puri.ts who believed the parks .hould be 
for the exclusive use of those who 
wished to st udy nature. He insisted that 
the public should be allowed to use and 
enjoy the parks for " the greatest good for 
the grnte.t number.~ 

Late in 1918 Mather suffered anothE'( 
episode of III health . Albright, who was in 
San FranCISCO lobbying for an expansion 
of Sequoiill Nationilll Park, WillS called back 
to Washington by Secretary Lane to 
bKome Acting Director again. The 
Dir~tor returned to duty in January 
1919 and iI f£'w weeks later Horace 
notified Mather of his intention to resign 
from the Park Service so he could fulfill 
hi. ambition to lilart a law practice. 

Mathercounlered byasking Albright to 
shelve hi. plan once more and accept 
appointment ali supermtendent of 
Yellowstone Nailonai Park. Thi.appuled 
to him so strongly that Horace a~reed to 
continue in Government service. and took 
over hI. new job on June 10, 1919. 

Yellowstone years 

Albright Instituted many 
improvemenH in the administration of 
Yellow.tone. He upgraded the ranger 
force, gIVIng It higher performance 
standard. and recruiting requirement s. 
and improved training. whIch bUIlt up a 
degree of morale and tSprit dfcorps that set 
the Park Service apart from other 
agenae •. 

But Horace's duties weren't confined 
to admini.tering Yellowstone. He 01110 

handl~ special assignments from 
Mllther-such II' preparing the Park 
Service's budget-and earned the title of 
Field ABlihitant to the DIrector. 

Albright immensely enjoyf:J his 
responsibilities over the neKt few years 
In 1923, he played host to W,lrren G. 
Hillrding, the first Presidenl to visit 
Yellowstone lilnce Theodore Roosevelt. 
In the summer of 1924 he received John 
O. Rockefeller. Jr .• who visited the park 
with three of his sons, John O. 111, 
Nelson, and laurance. When they 
returned m 1926 Rockefeller became 

interested in aiding effort. to purchase 
land in the Jackson Hole area for 
donation to the Government. Horace 
drew up,) plan and Rockefeller 
eventually spent $1 mIllion to buy up 
holdings of 400 landowners along the 
Snake River. 

Director Albright 

On Nov. 10, 1928 Matherwas felled by 
a manive stroke in Chicago. Albright, 
deSIgnated Acting Dir~tor until the end 
of the year. was the logical choice to 
succeed Mather, who5e resignation WillS 

anticipated. The choice was .upported by 
the national park superintendents and 
concessioners, mountain clubs. most of 
the conservation organizations. and the 
Washington Slaff of the Service. It had 
Ihe approval of Presidents Coolidge and 
Hoover. Albright was ordered to 
Washington by the Secretary on Jan. 3, 
1929. Mather's re'lgnation W.J!i in hand, 
and A1bnght was liworn In 0119 DIrector on 
Jan. 12. The first Director's death a year 
later brought to an end the Matherera of 
14 years. 

It soon became cleM that Albright did 
not intend to be another Mather, 
although pledged 10 carryon Mather's 
policies. In fact , hili immediate objective 
was to seek legislation that would place 
the National Park Service on.1 sound, 
permanent basis 10 that the power and 
personality of the Director would no 
longer be a controlling factor in its 
administration. In additinn to 
consolidating the gillm' already made and 
rounding out the System, which then 
included 21 national paM:s and 33 
national monument I, he launched a 
program to bring hilltorical park areas 
into the System, partIcularly in the Ea st 

The first new national park established 
after Albright bKame Director was 
Grand Teton, on Feb. 26,1929, while 
Rockefeller's Snake River Land Company 
continued to buy holdlnKS in the adjacent 
Jackson Hole country. Meanwhile, the 
Park Service was empowered to use 
condemnation proceedings to eliminate 
private holdings in park •. Also, Albright 
gOI Congress to authorize a small but 
slntegic extension of Y05emlte, laying 
the ~roundwork for another Rockefeller­
Albright collabor.1tion to bring into the 
park a priceless virgin st.1nd of sugar pin.:­
tholt was threatened by the lumber 
industry 

Although the resignations of all o ther 
Interior Department bureau chiefs were 
demanded when the Hoover 
administratIon took office in 1929 with 
Ray Wilbur as the new Secretary, 
Albright was ... sked tl) stay on. He 
immediately moved for enlargement and 
professionali7alion of the Park Service 
staff. and in August 1931 got Hoover's 
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HOI1lCf' AIIm.f?ht Imd 11~,btr' Hooton,,' 
Yrflutt'Sl~ NP. 1927. 

r,l'!/ NPS DirtCfo~MIl/1tn u'rlh Bd+rtlllld 
Mllrlllli "'''''Shl . rhtldrffl II{ Supmnltnl'ffll 
"'''''!ihl.I{ Yrfluwstont' NP. 1914 

signature on an order placing all national 
park superintendents and nalional 
monument cu.todians under civil service. 
thus giving them the prot~lion already 
enjoyed by park nngen. He took steps to 
rearg.lnile and coordinate the vl,itor 
educ.ltion and interpretation program. in 
parks, and established a Hranch of 
Educallon and Research within the 
Service. 

Intensifying his interest U\ cast ern 
pro,~tI, Albright worked for the 
estabhshment of George Washington'S 
BIrthplace at Wakefield, Va. ,IS a noltlonal 
monument. and for a presidential 
proclamation giving a striP of land along 
the York River to the Park Service for 
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construction of a parkway connecting 
Yorktown, Williamsburg and Jamestown. 
On a horseback ride with Hoover 
through the Rapidan campgrounds in 
Virginia, he got the Presiden t interested 
in il project that resulted in the building of 
Skyline Drive along the crest of the Blue 
Ridge Mountainsin ShenandOilh Nation,ll 
Park. 

The day after Franklin D. Roosevelt's 
inauguration as President in 1933, his 
Secretary of the Interio r, Harold L. Ickes, 
asked Albright to continue as Director of 
the National Park Service. Albright had 
known FOR since the Wilson 
administration ,md had escorted 
Franklin, Jr., on a tour of Zion, Brice, 
and Grand Canyon National Parks. 

His days with the National Park 
Service, howeve r, were now numbered. 
In November 1932 he had received an 
offer that would entice him o ut of 
Government and in to industry. It was to 
become Vice President and General 
Manager of the United States Potash 
Company, which he accepted in February 
1933. Horace neverthdess stayed on in 
Government another 5 months, serving 
as one of the Interior [kpartment's 
represen t.ltives at meetings of the Public 
Works Administration Council, of which 
Secretary Ickes was ChaIrman. Horace 
became one of the central figures in 
o rgani:ling the Civilian Conservation 
Corps and was the department's 
representative on the CCC Advisory 
Council. Meanwhtle, New Deal 
reorganiution plans were taking shape, 
and in hopes of obtaining greater 
protection for historic area s, Hor"ce 
took Ickes on weekend tours of historical 

spots in the Washington, D.C., area and 
gained access to President Roosevelt for 
intimat~ discussions "bout historic 
preservation. 

Under the New Deal's reorganiution 
progrilln. Albright gained fo r the Park 
Service the administration of all military 
parks and monuments, but unexpectedly 
had to take along with this the 
responsibility for "II parks, monuments 
and public buildings in the District of 
Columbia and the nallonal cemeteries 
throughout the country. The Fine Arts 
Commission and the National Cil pital 
Park and Planning Com mission were also 
given to the National Park Service, 
whose name the reorganizatIOn plan 
would change to Bureau of National 
Parks, Park Buildings and Monument s. 
Objecting to the "dministrative burden 
that would be imposed o n the Service, 
Horace persuaded the Army to reclaim 
Arlington National Ce metery except for 
the Custis-LeI:! Man sion (Arl ington 
House) and assumed only administrative 
responsibilities of the Arts and Planning 
Commission . 

Leaves NPS 

Having achieved all of his m"jor goals 
In two decades devoted to park planning 
and auministr"tion, Albright resigned as 
Director of the N"t ionai Park Service 
effective August 10, 1933, the date the 
reorganization plan was to take effect . 

Although he was soon under heavy 
demands in his new role as an 
industrialist, Albright'S concern for th~ 
National P.lTk System never flagged. He 
lobbied for the establishment of 
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Everglades National Park, expansion of 
Sequoia National Park to include Kings 
Canyon in Ca lifornia, and completion of 
the Jackson Hole proiect. He continued to 
consult with Ickes, sharing the 
Secretary's interest in converting the 
Interior Department to" Department of 
Conservation . Horace served on the 
board of several major conservation 
o rgani7.ilt ions. And in the 1930s he 
devoted much of his time to the 
restoration of Colonial William sburg- a 
Rockefeller project-and served on its 
board of directors for 24 years. 

In 1946 Horace was named President 
and Gener"l Manager of United States 
Potash, but his activities in support of the 
national park movement remained 
undiminished. He was instrumental 
in defeating two separate attempts in 
Congress to abolish Jackson Hole 
National Monument; most of the 
monument area was eventually 
transferred to Grand Teton National 
Park. 

In 1952 Albright accepted appointment 
to the Advisory Board on National Parks, 
Historic Sites, Bu ildings and 
Monuments. He also helped found 
Resources fo r the Future, for study of 
problems connected with nOli ural 
resources and evaluation of Federal 
conservation policies. 

Retirement years 

Albright resigned as President and 
Gener'}l Manager o f United States 
Potash on August 1, 1956 after the 
company was merged with the Pilcific 
Coast Bor"x Company to become the 
United States Borax and Chemical 
Corporation. He had served the company 
23 years. Although continuing as a 
consultant to the new firm, he returned 
to California to live, and terminated all 
business activities. He continued his 
interest in conservation, and joined the 
campaign to establish Redwood National 
Park, Calif., which was accomplished in 
1968. 

Although he engaged in many a free 
and fair political frolcas in more than 50 
years of campaigning for parks and 
conse rvation, Albright took only one 
serious body blow. In 1964 he was 
accused by the House Committee on 
Government Operations, of the 88th 
Congress, of conflict o f interest in his 
involvement in a land exchange 
negotiation at Death Valley National 
Monument, Calif .• Nev., with Furnace 
Creek Inn which was owned by the 
British interest that controlled the United 
States Borax Chemic,,1 Corporation . 
When he was able to prove that his 
interest was only in the transaction thai 
wou ld benf!fit the national monument, 

Continued neJft page. 



the Committee'll challenge of his 
credibility was dis!iipated. 

Many hunan have come to Albright 
throughout his career. In 1933, he was 
awarded one of Sweden's top 
dKorations: the Knight of the Order of 
the Northern Sta r. Then, on August 25, 
1980, on the 64th anniversary of the 
National Park Service Act, President 
Carter awarded Albright the PresidentIal 
Medal of Freedom, the Nation's highest 
civilian honor, in recognition of his 
contribution to improving the quality of 
American life through 67 years of 
devollon to conservation and the Nationoll 
Park System. 

(Editor's Notc: Thc prlllczpal 5lJurce of 
IIIforllll1lioll for tllis articIe 100:. Dollald C 
Swam's biograph.y, Wilderness 
Defender Horace M. Albright and 
Conserv.llion. Lilliloer)ltV of Clllwgo Prf''''', 
1970.) 

The legislative engineer 
Although only 26 years of age at the 

time, and still relatively new to 
Washington, Horace Albright saw th e 
National Park Service Act through thl!' 
labyrinth of House and Senate 
committee actions and, by careful 
maneuver, helped allam its passage in 
both houses and approval by the 
President during that eventful summer 
of 1916. It is a !tory worth rt'telling_ 

When retired indultrialist Stepht'n T 
Mather became alllliitant 10 Ihe Secretary 
of the Interior in charge of national parks 
and monument! in 1915. Albright, who 
wn alligned as hi! .lUiSian I, had himself 
been on the Secretary' •• taff only about a 
yea r and a half. Mather'lI special 
assignment in his new position was tu 
work for the cre.Hion of a National Park 
Service, which he and other 
conservatioOlsts had bun urging for 
several discouraging years. 

Steve Mather was what the publiC 
relations industry of today would 
recognize as a master of the art of 
persuasion. Beginning early in 1916 he 
launched an inten.ive and 
comprehl:nsivl: publicity campaign about 
the parks and the need for a Federal 
bureau to manage and protect Ihem III 
Ihe public interest. 

Along with Ihe publicity drivt> tht>rt> 
was a series of flralegy sessions with 
leaders in the conservallon movement 
and supporlive members of Congress 
who joined with Mather in drafting J, bill 
Horace participated in these discussions 
WIth lIuch people III Representatives John 
E. Raker and William Kent of California, 
J. Horace McFarland, president of the 
American Civic Association, and 
Frederick Law O lmsted, the renowned 
landscape architect . 

Representative Kent introduced the 
National Park Service bill on the crest of 
a timely burlll of publicity. Kent lind 
Raker succeeded in getting it through the 
House on July 1. But Ihen a snag 
developed Because 1916 was a 
presidential election year, the members 
of Congress had a busy summer ahead of 
them, and a complicated schedule of 
recesses wa! worked out. This made the 
prospect of getting the bill through the 
Senate so precarious that Matht>r decided 
to make good on a prior commitment to 
lead a party of important prospective 
supporters of the national parks on a 
camping tnp in the High Sierra He left 
Horace Albright to look after the 
faltering legislation. 

Teaming up with the chief supporlers 
of tht' bill outside of Government, 
Hora~e kept II close watch on the status 
of the mealure and took every 
opportunity to get it moved along on the 
Senate side. HIS dIligence was rewarded 
when Senator Reed Smoot of Utah 
guided the bill through to passage on 
August 5. 

But another chaJ1enge still lay "he .. d_ 
The House and Senate versions of the 
Park Service bill differed in several 
respects and these dlfferencell had to be 
rKonciled between conference 
committees of both houses . But Horace 
continued to prod, ,1Ild on August 22 

... ~~".-
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both Houses finally reached agreement. 
Albright's mission was still nOI fully 

accomplished. There remained the 
matter of getting President Wilson's 
signature on the bill. On Augul t 25 
Albright happened to be 10 the office of 
the enrolling clerk of the House when 
the clerk Waf told by the White House 
that the President would like to have the 
Army appropriation bill lIent over at 
once. Horace took a chance with a bold 
stroke and brought it off. He persuaded 
the enrolling clerk to slip the National 
Park Service bill into the envelope with 
the other one. Then Horace sped to the 
White HOUle where he peNiuaded the 
legislative clerk to put Ihe Park Service 
bill before the President. As Albright 
turned to leave he pressed his luck 
further by casua lly asking the clerk to 
reserve Ihe pen with which Ihe Park 
Service bill would be signed He got that 
too, and it remains in the possession of 
the ServICe. But that was not all That 
evening he called the White House to ask 
whether the bIll had been signed. It had . 

Now, at la st, was the hour of triumph . 
Horace fired off a telegram to Mather in 
California; "Park Service billfigned 9 
o'clock last night, have pen used by 
PresIdent 10 signing for you." 

The young man who was to !ucceed 
Molther as Director of the Noltional Park 
Service in 1929 had put in quite a day. 

'u.·A,,,,, .... , .... , .. ,., "". 

-~--• -_ ....... ._ .... -. _ ............ ... .............. ,,"'_ ..... _, ....... , .... _- .. _ ... _ ....... _ .. ,. .. __ .. _"'" 
_"'''0'- ""'" _ .... ....-. ......... .. __ ,_. 
... ...... - - ......... ", .. .. ..., ... -.-..... "_. 



Preservation comes of age 
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AII'm P S/Q,4fl'f 

By Herbert K,ln]er 

While the National rark Service's role 
in protecting America', natural wonders 
il well known, the NPS has also played iI 
major-if It'ss publicin-d- part in 
prclerving the counlry's histone 
heritage. Over tht' lut 50 ye.us, Ihc I'clrk 
Service has been a lelldu in the historic 
preservation movement, helping lodefinc 
its goals, car ry out key programs and 
professionali7.e staff 

A decade before the NPS was created, 
Congrcn passed tnt' Antiquities Act, 
giving Presidents authority to set aside 
areas of histone or archtological 
Significance. When Honce Albright 
joined the NI'S, he helped thrust the 
Government further into the 
preservation field . Albright fired Stephen 
Milther's interest in historic areas during 
Mather's tenure at Director. Then, 
during his own Directorship in the yt'ars 
1928-1933, Albright went on to"finish 
up Ihe rounding oul of thc Park System 
(oInd) go rather heavily into the histonc 
pilrk field," as he exprc!tM!d It. 

One of Albright 's first t.lngible 
achievements in the historic preservation 
field came In 1930 when he waS able to 
convince Congress to pass and President 
Hoover to sign a bill creating Gwrge 
Washington Birthplace National 
Monument at Wakefield. Vd.- thc first 
historic &rea add~ to the System in the 
EJst. Six month II later came the 
establishment of Colonial National 
Historical Park, embracing Jamestown 
and Yorktown . 

Albright recognized that setting aside 
luch sites was not enough. In order to 
provide for their protKtion and care, he 
knew he needed a new and different breed 

on his staff; Albright soon began to hlrf' 
professional historians and archih.'cls of 
the ca liber of Charles E. Peterson and 
Elbert Cox. 

In 19.n, Albright brought Verne E. 
Chatelam on bo.Jrd as chief histonan. 
Chatelam was a man of vision and drive 
who shared Albnght's desire to 
consolidate all preservation activities of 
the Federal Government under the 
National Park Service. Between the years 
of 1931-1936, Chatelain played a vital 
role III formulating policies. building up a 
staff oiInd eSloilblishlng new areas. 

In 1933, Albnght found a golden 
opportunity to push his own plan . During 
a trip toShen.mdoah National Park, Va., 
with newly-elected President Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt, Albright pointed out 
the fragmented condition of Federal 
hll;toric preservation activities- which 
were then diVided among the War 
Department, Forest Service and Park 
Service. By August 10. <111 battlefields, 
parks. monuments and cemeteries were 
consolidated under NPS administrJtion. 

Two mOlllhs IJter, Horace Albright 
reSigned, his primJrY mission 
accomplished. In the yeMs that followed. 
however, hecontlnued toactively ~upport 
the preservoiltion cause. Albright is 
generally credited with being one of the 
originators of the Historic Sites Act of 
1935. This landmark mf:asure established 
a natlonll policy for creating national 
historic sites and Kave primary authority 
fOf preservJlion actlvilies to the Park 
Service. 

ilistorians, archeologists, architects 
and f:ngineers comprised an eager Jnd 
ambitious group willing to experiment 
and to contnbute to the creation of a new 
profession In histone preservallon. They 
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worked c1~ly with the AdVISOry Board 
on National Parks, Historic Sites. 
Buildings and Monuments that was 
crealed under the Act. Composed of 
eminent men and women in allied fields, 
the Advisory Board helped evaluate sites 
for inclusion in the new National Survey 
of Historic Sites and Buildings. The 
Advisory Board was aided in its effofts by 
the Historic American Buildings 
Survey-a marvelous archiveof drawings 
Jnd photographs of historic structures 
that WJS compiled by unemployed 
architects during the DepreSSion . 

The second chief historian of the NPS 
was Ronald F. Lee. Like his predecessor, 
Lee had vision dnd leadership qualities 
that kept the NPS in the forefront of 
preservoiltion activities in the ensuing 
years. Lee helped found the Amf:rican 
AssociJtion for State oiInd Local History 
beforf: World War II . When the War 
ended, I'll' joined Horace Albright and 
othen in founding the National Council 
for Historic Sites and Buildings. Lee 
hand picked Park Service Historian 
Frederick L. Rath, Jr., to be the Council's 
f:xecutive secretary and helped develop 
legislation creJ ting the Nationill T fUSt fo r 
Historic Preservation. Until Lee's death. 
he was one of the leaders in the 
burgwnlllg movement to lave America's 
historic heritage. 

In the 19505, Conrad Wirth became 
Director of the Nation.li Park Service. 
Wirth had successfully coordinated the 
NPS's Civilian Conservation Corps in the 
1930s. During his tenure all Director, 
Wirth undertook another monumental 
project , conceiving and initiatlllg Mlssion-
66. This greJt 10-yeM plan, sp.Jnning the 
decade 1956-1966-again put the Service 
mto the foref ront of the historic 
preservation movement. The pl.,n c,llled 
for boostinK sta ff and facilities in NPS 
historic areas and aiding Statell and 
communities in preservation eHorts. 
Indeed, NP5 activities and 
accomplishments in this decade helped 
lead the way to the National Historic 
PreservatIOn Act of 1966. 

In 1978, the Ca rte r Administration 
created the Heritage Conservation and 
Recre.llion Service and transferred the 
NJlionJI Sun'ey, the Historic American 
Buildings Survey and gnnb-lIl-aids 
program from the NPS tothe new agency. 

Under the Reagan Admillistration, 
Ihese act!vllu'S have been transferred 
back to the National Park Serv;ct' and 
those of u~ concernpd about historic 
prescrvallon have high hopes (or the 
future. 

(Editor's Nole: TIlis IIrticil! 11'tI) ba.>ed in 
Iltlrl 0" Char/f$ B. Hosmtr's I!xctllml ami 
rtCtlltly rt'1t'Qstd study. Preservation 
Comes of Age, rll~ UmVt'r'Slty Pms of 
VrrglfllQ, Chnrlott~stlrll~.) 
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Directors of the National Park Service 

Iram Iht J916 Act 

10 (OIISt'ra' Ilrt 5Ulltry aud II, .. lIa/ural 
11m/ hl)/vri, ,x,J«/s lind the u,iII1,fr II/crt'lll IIIHIIII 
~'ror.'ldt for Iht tntal/nlt1Il of 1M saUlt m ,lIeh 
mQlJllt'r 111111 t>y surh ",talIS liS u',1I1rul'I' 1111'111 

unHnpurrtd fir 1M tnfUYmrnl of fUllln: 
.~ntnlllron5. ~ 

Albright 
1929·191.1 

~maray 
1951 

Walker 
1973-1975 

Cammerer 
1933-1940 

Wirth 
1951-1%4 

[\'f'rhardt 
1975-1977 

Mather 
1917·1929 

Drury 
1940·/IlSl 

HartZOflj 
1964-1973 

Whah:n 
J977-I'J7'9 
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DIckenson ,,,.. 
Stephen T. Malher-A San Frilncisco 

nallve, Mather was d Universi ty of 
Califorma graduate and a (<<,porler for 
Dana's New York 51111. He enterrd the 
bor.u. bU5lncn, where he became a self­
made miiliollilire ilnd pllllanlhropr l t _ At 
47 .')1 the very pinnacle of succest, he 
was on the lookout for new worldi to 
conquer Conservationists were 
enormously pledsed when Secretary 
Lane announced that Ma ther would take 
charge of n"tion,,1 p.uks. 

Horace M. Albright-Also" gradu.lte 
of the UniversIty of California, Albright 
earned a law degree and passed the bar In 

thc State o f California and the DIstrict of 
Columbl". Hili concern for the parks as 
an Interior official and organizer of the 
new Nal ional P.uk Servicc was strongly 
based . As Director from 1929 to 1933, 
Albright engineered the transfer of 62 
park areas from the WH Department .1 nd 
the Forest Service to l\Ps. He resigned 
Aug. 10, 1933, to become vice president 
of U.s Pot.1sh Co. 

Arno 8 . Cammerer- The third 
OI rector was born in Arapaho, Nebr ., 
went to W.1shington, D.C., in 1904 as a 
civil se rvice bookkeeper and eMncd two 
degrees at Georgetown l aw School 
Mather spotled Cammerer's competence 
olS exc\.ul1vc secretary of the nne Arts 
Commission and Cammerer's 
appointment .15 Assistant OIrector 
followed in 1919 As Dre:tor, 1933 to 
1940, Ca mmerer pilotKl a ht'Ctic S(' ries of 
New Deal emergen('y ~Iief progrolms 
and CongreSSional mandates rel.lIing 10 

the parkll . Afte r a hea rt attack he 
resigned AUK. 9, 1940 .nd died thE' 
follow11lg ye<lr at 57 . 



Newton B. Drury-AI 51, Drury 
accepted the Directorship. He had served 
20 years as e:'tt.>cutive secretary of the 
Save~the-Redwoodsleague, had been a 
college classmate of Albright's and h .. d 
served overseas in World War I. Born in 
Berkeley, he was thE' third Californian to 
It>ad NP5 . His term as Director was 
perhaps the most critical NPS has set.>n. 
Drury turned back incessant dt.>mands to 
use the parks for mining, gfa:!.:ing, 
logging and filrming under the guise of 
wa rtime or post-wJ.( necessity. l iE' 
resigned April 1, 1951. He was board 
chai rm<ln of the Save-the-Redwoods 
It>ague when he died in 1975 at 55. 

Arthur E. O ... ma ray- Demaray served 
as Director only 5 months. He had been 
with NPS for 34 years, the last 18 as 
Associate Director . A Washington, D.C., 
nativt>, ht> t>ntert>d the Government as a 
messenger at Hi, and worked hi e; way 
through night school. He testified 
effectively at Congressional and budget 
hearings and his writings stimulat ed p" rk 
interest . Demaray reti red ()ec. 8, 1951 to 
live in Tucson, Ariz. He died In 1955 at 
71. 

Conrad L. Wirth-At 52, Wirth took 
charge of tht.> parks for 12 years. Wirth 
grew up in 11 park environment-hie; 
father was park superintendent for the 
CIty of Hartford, Conn. , and later the cily 
of Minneapolis. Wirth took a degrt.>t.> in 
landscapt.> architecture frum whilt I:' now 
the Univer:.ity uf MilS$..lChu:;cits. He first 
came to the Washington, D.C. , Me.' to 
work for the National Capital Park and 
Planning Commission. Albright had him 
transferred into NPS, where he w,15 put 
in charge of the Br,1 nch of Lande;. He 
went on to sll pt"rvise the Intenor 
Department's CCC program, nallollwide. 
As Director, he won President 
Eisenhower's approval of a lO~vedT, 
billion-dollar MI:.:.ioll- 66 pdTk . 
rehabilitatiun prugr.1m. A member o f the 
National Geogwphil: Society's Bo.ud o f 
Trust~~:., he i:. 01150 ,lCtivc in cOllserv.uion 
and Park Service .llumni .1ffairs. 

George B. Hartzog, Jr.-Remembered 
for his creil Ul-colored Stetson, endlt.>:.:. 
supply of elongated cigars and 
double-:.izt.>d briefcase, Hartzog's 
irresistable ent.>rgy and unorthodox 
bureaucratic ~ty le wt.>re captured \0 a New 
York('f profil~ by John McPht.>e. Hartzog 
joined NPS as.m attorn~y in 1946, and 
took iI science degree at Amt.>rican 
UniverSity in 1953. He wa:. a rangt.>r at 
Great Smoky Mountain:. National Park 
and superi ntendent of Jefferson National 
Expansion Memorial Nation.,1 Historic 
Site, SI. Louis, where he spe<lrheaded the 
project for Eero s..,arinen's G<ltewilY 
Arch. As Director. he served "5 Stewart 
Uda ll's right arm in achieving a 
remJrkably productive legislative 
progrAm that included 62 new p<lrks, the 
Historic I'res(>rvation Act of 1966, ,1nd the 
Bible amendment to the Alae;ka Native 
Claims St-ttlcmt.>nt Act that led to the 
e:.tablishment of the Alaska parks. 
Hilrt..:;og was dismi:.scd In Decembcr of 
1972, ilnd he 1I0W practice:. [ilW \0 

Washington, D.C. 

Rona ld H. Walker-At 36, Walker was 
the youngest Director to hold the office 
:tnd the second Jppointed from outside 
NPS. A !loft-spoken and aff .. ble young 
man, he had been President NiI(on'; 
special assis tant rt.>spull5ible for both 
domestic and internationaltr,lVel. Willker 
was born in Bryan, Tex., took J politicJI 
5cience degree at the University of 
Arizona, served as an Army officer in 
Okinawa, and ilS an Insurance and 
milrketing executive . As Oir!,:ctor, he 
realigned NPS regional boundaries and 
added North Atlan tic and Rocky 
Mountain offices. Under Walk!'r, the 
early planning was done for the 
Serviccwide Ameflcan Revolution 
Bicentennial activities. A senior partner 
of Korn/Ferry International, he is now 
managing dirf'ctor fo r their W.1 shington, 
D.C., offices. 

Gary Everh.1fdt - The ninth Dirf'ctor 
was born in Lenoir, N.C., took a civil 
engineering degree at North Carolina 
Stale, st.>rvcd as an Army officer, dnd 
became oIn NPS engineer. As Director, he 
led NPS through the implementation of 
the Bicentennial observance. NPS 
conducted activities at 250 sites coast-to­
coast. Everhardt pushed wilderness 
desi~nation and hailed a Presidt.>ntial 
proposal for a $1.5 billion Bicenil.:nnial 
land Heri tage Program. 

During his Directorship, a policy 
coundl was CTt>ated, which produced 
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management objectives for the Service. 
Other firsts were the first national 
symposium on urb .. n recreation; the fi rst 
national confe rence on scientific 
research; the first Native crafts sales 
program in the pa rks; and the first 
internationa l park publica lion, PARKS. 

Everhardt is now superintendent of 
the Blue Ridgc Parkway, N.C.-Vol . 

William J. Wha len- Again NP5 ranks 
produced a Director. Whalen had 12 
yea rs of varied NPS service bt-fore his 
Directorship_ A nativt> of Burgettstown, 
I'a " he joined NP5 .. s a job corps 
counselor in 1965 and became well­
known in Washington, D.C., as manager 
uf the Summe r in the Parks prugrams. 
He was deputy superintendent at 
Yosemite Niltional Park and then 
managed all NPS areas in the B .. y Are .. of 
San Francisco, including Goldt>n G .. te 
National Recreation Area. As Director he 
saw the national park acreage double in 
si..:;e. Management uf an expanded 
System including vast new p.uks in 
Alaskil challenged his best talents. 
Whalen has returned to the San Francisro 
Bay Area as general superintendent of 
Golden Gate National RecreatIOn Area. 

Russell E. Dickenson-A Marin!' 
Curp:. vctt.>ran and graduate of Arizona 
Stolte College, Dickt.>nsoll worked h iS way 
up through the NPS rank:.. A nallve of 
MelisSil, Tex., he bcgdll hi~ career III 1947 
as.1 park ranger at Grand Cililyon 
National Park and held field .1ssignlllents 
in sevcl<1l other western p.uks. He also 
served as chief, Division of Resource 
Management in the Midwest r~egion and 
III 1967, transferred to WASO as chief of 
New Art.>a Studies and Master Planning. 
He WilS Re~iunal Director of the National 
Capit.ll Region frOIll 1969 to 1973, and 
served .15 Deputy NPS Director from 1973 
to 1975. Before becoming Director in 1980, 
Dickenson served as Pacific Northwest 
Regional Director for 4VJ y(>ars. 
Dickenson has r('('!' ived numerou s 
awards, mcludmg the Di'>tmguie;hf'd 
Service Award in 1972, for hi e; work in 
urban park management. 



Partnerships in the parks 
By Herb EVIIon 

In 1933, when it was determined that 
Emerst'ncy Conservahon Work could be 
perform~ in State parks by the Civilian 
Conse..vation Corps, responsibility for 
directing it was immediately placed on the 
Nalional Park Service. That was, I believe, 
the Service's fin! authoril~ involvement 
with parks other than thOle it 
administered. However, Its record of 
consultation on State parkl, thanks 
largely to Director Stephen T. Mather, 
was one of long standing. For it was 
Mather who, with the warm hacking of 
Interior Secretary 10hn Ba rton Payne, 
initiated and backed the National 
Conferem:e on Parkl, held in Des Moines, 
Iowa, in January 19Z1.1t was this which 
soon thereafter evolved into the National 
Conference on State Pults; Mather gave 
his support 10 Ihe Conference in many 
ways throughout the r6tof his life and he 
lerved as chairman of its Board of 
Directors for several yurs before his 
dealh.1t was not until 1936 that the Park 
Service was authorized to cooperate wilh 
the States under the Puk. Parkway and 
Recreational Area Study Act In the 
planning of their park system. 

The first Director's interellt in State 
park. has often been attributed to his 
concern lest areas of len than national 
significance-but It ill worthy of 
preservation- be "tacked on" 10 the 
National Park System. But this mlerest 
t'xtt'nded far p.1st ,my such narrow 
limitation and it had been m,mifested In 

various ways befort' the convening of the 
Des Moines Conference. In 1919, for 
example, he spent a good dt'al of time in 
California helping to arouse public 
interest 10 the newly formed S.lVe-the­
Redwoods League. Later that summer, 
whilt' on a saddlt' trip in Mount Rainier 
National Park With a .mall group of 
influential Washingtomans, he sowed the 
Iud., over a campfire discussion, of thc 
effort that resulled in Ihe formation of 
the Washington (State) Natural Parks 
Association. Mather had deep feelmgs 
aboul the natural AmeriC.ln landscape 10 

all it. variety and grandeur and about the 
need of const'rving good and 
representahve samples of it wherever 
they might be found. 

Up to 1920, only 20 States had State 
p.lrks and only half of those had what 
could be called State park systems. The 
Conference promoted Interest In such 
undertakings among the many other 
statel that were ripe for a Slarl. It became 
a dearing-house of mformation and 
advice on theestabh, hment of State parks 
as welt as d fOCdl point for diSCUSSion, 

5. Hrrbrrl .l;Vlson alld Clmrud L. W,rllr ~I<I'rd 
htif()U tllf pouw plalll1ll5lalltd by tlrt army lor th~ 
eee (<Imp jll fll~arN kt,flWIIIlS Iht "ro5illH /I,'ar 1/,,· 
IIII! oj'ClII'S(JS MOllulQm, IIII/wr fIIm'Q TtXQ~ 51QI .. 

park, llztrr II mmt II purt IIf tll!~ Iknd NP 

especially at its annual meelinKs, of all the 
many problems they presented. 

But it WilS the Civilian Conservation 
Corps thill was responsible fOf the 
explOSion of inlerest, from 1933 on, In 
acquiring and develoPInK State parks, not 
only in sidtes that already had park 
syslf'mS but in a much larger numbt!r 
which had given little or no thought to 
thelf deSirability. It was the prospect of 
immediate development through the 
CCC tholt did it. 

Conrad L Wirth, then an assistant 
director, wa~ given supervision of the 
Service's direction of the CCC program 
on State, county. olnd metropolitan parK •. 
Though the master-ploln concept wllllitlll 
pretty new with the Park Service, he 
Insisted on master planning, and on 
profeSSional plarrninK of all projects to be 
performed by the CCc. In the depths of 
the Great Depression, the plannrng 
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profeSSIOns were deep in the doldrums; 
employment of landscape architects, 
architects and engineen Just about saved 
those professions from gOing under 
Speedily enlisted ollsc were foresters, 
naturalists, historians dnd other 
specialish. Early in the game, Wirlh 
established four regioml offices for State 
Park Emergency WorK. Ldter this 
increased to eight . In these, in the central 
design offIces that were established in 
many States With the support of CCC 
funds, and m the CCC campi, there was 
employment for all of those profelilions; 
mosl of those employed applied 
themselves to their jobs with gusto ilnd 
with small regard to either the 5-day week 
or Ihe 6-hour day. 

Early in the New Deal days, the Service 
participated in the broad program of the 
Resettlement Admrnistralron of 
purchasing margmal and 5ub-marginal 
farm land5 and retiring them from 
production . With funds from this lource, 
the Service acquired mdny thousands of 
acres of land: much of this lay within easy 
reach of large populations and was 
susceptible to development for 
recreation. These Recreational 
Demonstration Areas, commonly 
sde<:ted jointly by thc: Servit'e lind the 
various SI.,te p,uk agencies, were 
developed principally for group camping, 
Ihough they commonly were provided 
with day-use and overnight camping 
fdcilities for the general public. Under 
legislation sought by the Service and 
passed by Congress in 1942,31 such 
areas totaling 214,000 acres, were deeded 
to 21 States for addition to their park 
systems. Part of one w.as retJined by the 
Park Service to build Shangri-La, (now 
Camp David) for PreSident Roosevelt and 
has been used by illl of the Prellidentl 
since then . 

From the Service's standpoint ont' of 
the most significant results of these 
emergency programs- principally Slate 
Park CCC-WdS the enlistment. in 
permanent NPS park positions, of scores 
of highly qualified people; most of these 
attained av,l ~rvlCe status by Ming 
"blanketed Ill" under the 1942 Ramspeck 
Act. Many of these men and women 
ultimately filled positions of major 
responsibility in the Park Service 
organization. They provided new blood at 
a time when it was greatly needed so Ihat 
the Service could meet its vastly expanded 
responsibilities. 

(f.dllll~·S Nvtt: .1;('1.011 ~xd Ib prUloJIQI 
aUlslali1 to 1\s$1~lmlt Dm:cloJ, Wirth III Iht eec 
program,) 



Rangers 
By John W. Henneberger 

Shortly after Yellowstone National 
Park was created in 1872, 
Superintendent P.W. Norris recognized 
the need to provide some form of 
protection for the park and its visitors. 
Norris asked J.e. McCa rtney. an 
innkeeper in Yellowstone, 10 "guard 
well" the park. Norris told McCartney In 
1877 th.t there would be no pay for 
these added responsibilitiell, since the 
services were "mainly in the interest of 
science." But McCartney', job soon 
proved to be far from academic. That 
same year, Indians aHacked some tourists 
on the doorstep of McCartney's hOld, and 
McCartney-in the dual role of innkeeper 
and park protector- rushed to their .lid. 

Between Indians, poachers and 
vandals, the lIafeguard ing of Yellowstone 
proved to be beyond the capabilities of a 
lone concessioner. From 1878 to 1886, 
assistant superintendents took on 
protection duties there. Then, in 1886, 
the U.S. Cavalry assumed the protection 
task, although an assistant 
superintendent was retained as a scout 
for the troops. 

Cavalry units were also installed in 
Yosemite, SeqUOia and General Grant 
(now a part of Kings Canyon) shortly 
after these California national parks 
were created in 1890. In 1898, two 
rangers were hired in Yosemite to assist 
the troops during the summer and gua rd 
the parks in the winter- when Army 
troops were withdrawn. Though they 
were appointed as "forest rangen," these 
two men were the first to hold a ranger 
title In a national park. 

Another ranger was hired in Sequoia 
in 1900. And by 1914, rangers had been 
stat ioned in seven mort' parks-General 
Grant, G lacier, Mount Rainier, Mesa 
Verde, Crater Lake. Wind Cave and 
Plait- along with scouts in Yellowstone 
and custodian s at some of the national 
monuments. Some parks and 
monuments had no direct protection but 
were looked after by the field offices in 
the Interior Department o r by Forest 
Service rangers on adjoining lands. 

Though rangers were becoming.m 
accepted occupation In the parks. there 
was little uniformity in the conditions of 
their employment. Each park had its own 
requirements for hours. pay and duties. 
And park rangers hdd no official 
uniform: some wore modified versions of 
the Army uniform, while o th ers donned 
forest ranger garb. 

In 1914, in an attempt to unify ranger 
operations, General Superin tenden t 
Mark Daniel drdfted Ranger Se rvIce 

(Fr"m '1tJ RsllIgtr NIl/ural,SIS lAm Yl'IlXt"l", 
I\nsrl HIlJ/ (lml &7' HIlrwt"II . (Phulu by Curl 1'. 
Ru~m. I!lJ2 . 

regulat ions setling qualificationll. 
appointmen ts, pay, uniforms, 
promotions, duties, reports and 
efficiency ratings for all the rangers in 
the parks. When Stephen Mather took 
over supervision of the parks and 
monum ents, he concurred in the 
regulations and ordered their adoption. 
In Mather's view, an y attempt to 
strengthen the ranger corps would 
redound to the benefit of the parks and 
visitors , for, as Mather lah: r wrote, the 
rangers were the "backbone of park 
administration who made the success or 
failure in the administration of tht' 
parks." 

Until the 19205, rangers' pflmary 
dutit's were to patrol the parks, deal with 
poachers And trespassers, fight forest 
fire s, maint.tin t r.tils and supervise road 
and I:abin construction crews. But tht' 
rangers' tasks changed radically in the 
19205, as automobiles became more 
popul.tr .tnd more people began to vi5it 
the pa rks. R.tngers then be1:ame 

fi.st lI'(JmD II ' DII81", CIDjrf MDril' HOI/gl'S, 
YIJ>(·'JUld"P.l!l18. 
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increasingly involved in t raffic con trol. 
law enforcemen t, ca mpground 
management, park interpretation, search 
and rescue, first aid .tnd crowd cont rol. 
And, to deal with growing crowds, the 
ranger forces also increased in size. 

Rangers came from diverse 
backgrounds. In the ea rly days of the 
Service. some rangers had A rmy 
backgrounds while o the rs were simply 
outdoor enthusiasts who lived in the 
vicinity of a national park. During World 
War I, women were hired all 
"rangeretles." Then, in the m id·1920s, 
husband and wife teams began to be 
hired to run entrance stations. 
Appointments in all these cases were 
made directly by the Interior Secre tary. 

In an effort to establish more uniform 
entrance requirements, Director Mather 
in 1926 convinced the Civil Service 
Commission to develop a park ranger 
entrance examination; in addition, the 
Park Service required a written 
e:o;amination on practicdl outdoor 
subjects dnd a year's e:o;perience in an 
outdoor vocation. Rangers entered via 
this examination and register until 1949, 
when the practical exam was supplan ted 
by the general Federal Service Entrance 
Examination . 

A major reclassification was 
undertaken in 1954 to boost salaries and 
s tatu s. In the post·world War" period, 
several initiatives were taken to increase 
thl' skills and prestige of rangers. R • .lngcr 
tra ining was s tepped up in qua lity and 
volume with the es tablishment of the 
Albright Training Cente r, first at 
Yosemite and later, at Grand Canyon . 
Intake training was established . And 
efforts were mdde to bring people into 
the Service who had specialties in such 
areas as resource management, rescue 
and law enforcement. To bring diversity 
to the ranger ranks, women and 
minorities were taken on in greater 
numbers. 

The ranger service continues to evolve 
to face new challenges . Today, poUution 
and rising visitation increasingly 
threaten the parks. As a result , 
rangers are devoting more of their 
attention to envi ronmental monitoring 
and resource management. At the same 
lime, urban parks have brought wi th 
them some o f the problems endemic to 
urban life-congestion, overcrowding 
and crime- posing special law 
enforcement probll'ms for rangers. 

Yet, wh ile the focus of rangers ' 
activit it's might be shifting, their 
underlying responsibility remains the 
same: to sa fegard America 's park 
resources and help assure park vis itors a 
safe and enjoYdble experience. As it 
st rives to meet these cha ll t'nges, the 
ra nger service remains the "backbone" of 
the N PS. 



Interpreters 
By Clare Ralston 

"One of the chief funchons of the 
national parks ilnd monuments IS 10 ser\'e 
educational purposes." So decrero NPS 
DireclorStephcn Mather shortly after the 
Park Service was crealed in 1916. 

In fact, even before Mnther mildc thi::. 
pronouncement, a number of parks had 
taken steps to enhance visitors' 
understanding of " pMk's natural or 
hlstoneaJ significance As early as 1904, 
for (,lIiamplE>, Yellowstone I.lbclcd trees 
and plants along.l plMmed walkw.ly 10 
create the first nalure trai l In 1905, Casa 
Grilnde's custodian put a collection of 
archeologic.,J artifi'lclson display. crc.llin).; 
Ihl' first muS('um exhibit in.1 national 
park And in.l number of p.uks. hotel or 
campground oper.llars entertained 
viSitors with l"ducahonal tours or 
campfire talks. 

For the most part, thec;e early initiati\"es 
were mformal and limited III c;copp Hut 
with Mather's backm~, the IIlterprellv(> 
movcmcnt began to g.lln momentom . 

More .:md more parks began 10 hire 
sc.lsonal naturali~ts toconduct tuurs or 
give lectures in summ ... r monlhs. 
Professors, tea(hen; or :.tudents were 
frequently hired for the JOb!.. Rocky 
Mountam National Park W<lS <lmong the 
parks that employed women Ililturali:.b. 
TIle park's 1917 annuJ I report note:. that 
"you ng I.ldics who Me "".:II infurmed III 
matters relating to nowcrs, birds, .mimab 
and trees are avail.,ble 10 teach nature 
lore. They ha\'e bE-en highly successful 
and popular thiS seMon, ilnd fill il long 
felt wllnl." 

In 1918, Mounl Riumcr cslabhshed a 
bureau of information tu respund 10 the 
public's growing interest in the park's 
natur.ll history That ioJme VColr, Me~ 
Verde established the first museum in a 
park area 

In 1920, bolh Y('lIowSlone .1Od 
Yosemlle launched into interpretation in 
an even bigger way. 110th parks 
cstabhshed gUided field tripc;, museums 
and natural hlstury Ie<'turpc; And at 
Yellowstune, Miitun Skmner became the 
first year-round naturilhst appomted III 
the Svstem. Soon otlll'r p.:nks fol1o\\ l-d 
suit 

i"hp 1920s alc;o S.lW stepped-up altlvlty 
on the Federal level I he Eighth Nation.11 
Park Confcrence, held In 1925, focused 
attention on needed Improvem('nts in 
Interpretive progr<lms At the conference, 
DIrector Mather reac;wrted his interest in 
promotmg interpN'tl\'(> efforts_ "The 
t'ducahonal division "'1C; he-en sort of.l 
Jo.tepchlld," he <;aId "It slarts out now <IS <I 
ddlllile diVISIOn and I want all 

superintendents to r\.'Cugniz~ Ihal fully." 
By 1930, the Ilr<lnch of Research i'md 

Educ.1tion was establi!ohed in 
Washington, D.C ,and interpretatiun 
was now reprec;ented ,lt the highest level . 

In the 19305, parks began 10 undertake 
<;orne new interpretive ventures. 
Yellowston(', Grand Canyon and St."IUOid 
offered gUided auto caravans throu~h the 
parks. Parks atso began to find ways to 
extend Ihelr IIlterpretallon efforts outside 
the park boundarie •. At the C~ntury of 
Progress exposlhnn m Chicago, for 
example, a large diOrama of Mount 
Raimer was put on dlsplay-complete 
with glaciers fa .. hwnrd out of real ice. 

TIle '30s also saw the first t'ed{'r<ll 
fund ing uf park muc;eums. Until then, 
parks had elthl.'r (('hed on priva te funding 
tu build museum .. or '«"I up makeshift 
museums III tent .. or III the cnmeT"i of 
hC<idquarten; bUlldmgc; or ranger 
sta tions. In 1935, the Museum DI"ic;lnn 
was crcd tcd to centralize the expandt>d 
museum pro~r.l1n. In the l%Os 
Mission--66 ~;l\'e.1 further boost tu 
intcrprct<ltiull progrillns with the bUlldlllg 
of 1Il0re th.ln 100 visitur center .. With 
d.lborate exhibit scrvicclt. 

In more recent years, lIlterpretation has 
continued to expand ilnd evolve. 
Programs now rely on new technOlogies, 
incorporating t.lpcd and audiovisual 
segmf'nts, for example. And programs 
place a gre.lter elllpha~is on 
environment.,1 and ecolugy concerns_ 
Great!;'r attempts dre being made to 
lI1\'ol\'c ethnic groups-such a:. Natl\·e 
Amencans-in progr.1ms having to do 
with their own heritage. And a(fO~S the 
cuuntry, a grrater emphasis is being 
placed un recrea llng his tory so thilt it 
liv('s. I'Mk interpretation has tome a long 
way from the days when it (unsl!ott.'CI of 
inform.ll evening talks around campfires . 
But the underlying intent rcmillll:' the 
same to mingle recreOltion and educatIOn 
in a way thilt enriches thl' POlrk visiton,;' 
e:o.p.-.rience!'>. 

(Uilor 's Nott, III tht prtpara/IPII of thll artlrlf, 
/1., alilhor rtUrd hl'llri/y orr C. fr.rrrl Bro(i:lflall 'J 

arlirl" "Park NaillYali5ls /llld /1.1 [oolillioll of 
Na/lolla/ P(lrJ: Stroiu h,'trpr,'aliotl Hrollglr 
W"riJ War II. ' Journal of rorest History, 
/Illlllllr!( 1978./ 

Maintenance workers 

By Candace Garry 

Mall1tenance In National Parks has 
long been unc of those taken-for­
granted. behind-the-scenes activities thai 
no one notices unless it isn't performcd 
Park visitors have come to expect safe, 
clean facilities, carefree rQ.lds and trails, 
and everything in working order They 
may not even think about a water-liIle 
supplying water to a campground until 

the line burs" and mAintenance crews 
are rushed to the scene 10 repair it . They 
probably do not coll!,lder who cut. the 
gr.lss, shovels the snow, rcpolirs rO<ld~ 
and trolils, or even who cll<lnges burned­
oul lightbulbs, until these things <iren't 
done . 

As a distlllct prufc5sion in the Park 
Service, maintenance dates back to the 
early 19205 in somc of the larger parks 
like Yosemite, where Gabriel 



Souvelewski became the first supervisor 
of maintenance in a nalional park. l3ul 
for many yeus in some of the smaller 
parks, superintendents and rangers were 
the "cuslodians." Alaska Regional 
Director John Cook recalls the late 40s, 
when his father cleaned comfort stations 
and picked up litter along the way to his 
office each day, as ~upcrintendent uf 
Montezuma Castle National Monument, 
Ariz. 

Although it evolved as a major 
function in the parks as early as 1920, 
maintenance did not become a clearly 
identifiable program in the National Park 
Service until the mid-1950s, when it 
became a Division at the WASO level. 
The CCc. along with scattered 
maintenance crews, built and 
reconstructed park roads, trails and 
f.lc[litics through the 19305. But because 
of incrcilsed visitation before and neglect 
during World War II, many pJrk facili ties, 
roads and trails wpre badly in need of 
repair; and what did exist was not 
adequate to meet the demands of the 
visiting public. Thus emerged Mi:;~ion-
66, a 10-year program (frolll 1956tu 
1966) designed to build and rebuild 
AmeriCA'S national parks. The 
Servicewide Maintenance Division grew 
lugc1y out of Mi<;<;ion-66. NPS 
Manag('ment Consulting Chief Ru~s 
Olsen worked as a Mainten.mce specialist 
under the Park Service's first WASO 
Maintenance Ch ief Ed Kenner in the 
mid-SOs . "Maintenance evolved from the 
NPS Design and C005trucllon function 
as a separate division because the Park 
Service needed to take a hard look at 
maintenance and repair of faeililiP!! 
rather than just design and 
construction," Olsen says. "Physical 
facilities are at theIr peak performance 
when first put into service and from Ih.-II 
moment go into a steady decline, so 
maintenancc, although not as glamorous 
as building a new building, is a crucial 
function." 

During Mis:;wn-66 the Park Service 
constructed and repaired almost 3,000 
mile!> of roads and over 900 miles of 
trails. Hundreds of parking areas and 
campgrounds and picnic areas were built 
or reconstructed. Mission-66 meant not 
only the building of new utilities systems 
and administrative and service buildings 
in America's national parks, but repair of 
existing ones also. Cultural resources 
were restored; interpretive roadside and 
trailside exhibits were rpplaced, and 
hundreds of other improvements-such 
as new or repaired boat-launch ramp~, 
fire lookout towers, entrance and 
comfort stations-refurbished the parks. 

Mainten.lnce has come.l long W.1Y 
since Gabriel Souvelewski first assumed 
his "park housekeeping" duties at 
Yosemite. It has grown into a multl-

million dollar operation, still increasing in 
scope, sophistication and specialization. 
" Early on a maintenance penon had to be 
a jack-of.all.trades," says Russ Olsen. 
" But the average maintenance person in 
the Park Service today must specialize./1 
This is particularly true at some of the 
larger parks that employ engineers, radio 
technicians, water and seW<lge Ireiltment 
plant operators and equipment 
mechanics. 

Back in the 20s when he was 
maintaining dirt roads .1Od placing trail 
markers in Yosemite, Gabriel probably 
never drumed his Maintenance 
colleagues would some day monitor park 
water-levels by satellite communiciltions 
or use Automilted Dalil Processing 
(ADP) to assess conditions of rOilds, 
bridges, and other facilities in some 330 
parks, nationwide. He might not have 
imagmed that in 1981 almost half of the 
Park Service's total employee workforce 
would be engaged in some type of 
maintenance activity 

It is a small wonder maintenance has 
become more complicated and diverse; so 
has the Park ServICe over the past 65 
years. There is nothing simple about the 
upkeep of over 7,800 miles of roads, 
1,230 bridges, 1,178 water systems, 92-
miljor mechanical sewage treatment 
plants, over 11,000 buildings, and 
thousands of miles of trails in parks 

scattered from Alaska to the Virgin 
Islands. 

Compliance with State and Federal 
regulations and with modern facility 
codes compound maintenance challenges 
today, says WASO Deputy Chief of 
Maintenance Jim Stewart. Plus, there are 
increasing demands on maintenance 
from hundreds of millions of visitors' 
physical impact on roads, bridges, 
buildings, campsites, and trails. /I All of 
these have deteriorated over tIme, and 
will continue to," Stcwilrt adds. 

WASO Chief of Maintenance George 
Gowans is pushing hard for the use of 
modern technology to assist in managing 
the park facilities. As he puts it, "The 
replacement cost of the Service's facilities 
today amounts to billions of dollars. It is 
important that we know where these 
facilities are, their condition and the most 
economical long-term maintenance 
requirements./1 

Modern technology is certain to playa 
large role in shaping up the Park System 
in the fulure . In ilddition to ADP systems 
currently in use for the rO.ld system, 
systems already designed will soon 
proVide inventories, inspection reports, 
dnd help list and identify priorities for all 
park facilities. 

Gabriel Souvelcwski would never have 
believed it! 

Congratulations --------------

FI}~ three 8Cl1f(alil)115 I}r~ Natiol1al Park 5<'rt'ict famllv has Irum, lI'Orkt'll, amI a~},m;'(} /(11/(111('1'" thr Kwh 0)[ 
011,1-01111111." Stqmrn Malhf,amf "i~ a/>lf as..~i~taul auti stroud Om'C/or of Orr I'ark Srrvrce. HoraCf M, 
Albrlghl. Apprerratmn af Albrrxhl') WII/fll'rllion /ot/,r Nl1ti,)u ]J'd~ "xl"e<s..'fi la~1 DtN'rrrbir It'iI .. ,, Irt r«'trl'td 
/1" Medal of frutio",. Hrre ill' r~ berng lI'u''''/y Wllxmlll/alnll'Y lu~ gralldda"girlrr S" .. w Fard. a fllll.~rr 
"all/rahsl at YQSt'I1J1lt NP_ 
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Our challenge for today 

By Russell E. Dickenson 

When the Naliona l Park Service was crf!ated 65 y~a rs "'go most 
of us, including myself. were not ~\len born . Yet the legacy handed 
down to us from those early and great pioneers-Mather, 
Albright, Boss Pmkley. Nusbaum and ol hers, you know the list 
as well a5 I- remain' And is nourishing 

The torch hal pouted to us and now it is ourgTtal responsibility 
to continue the stewudlhipofour magnificf'nl nalion.l l parks and 
monument s and leave them mlact, 50 that 6S Yf',us from now, 
when most of us arc gone, our children, grandchildren and greM 
grandchildren will have the legiley we hilvc pilsscd i1lonll: for 
them. 

This will be no casy tuk. The problems Me immense oIod 
complex. It willl.ake a lot of work, coooprralion "od talent on the 
part of all Park Service employeell, alumni .Ind ffit'nds to mH't 
thest' dt'mands. but it can be done. It must bt> dont'. And, it will bt' 
done. 

Then again. thl!' job will not be JIl that hMd. It will be a Jaber of 
love, I hope, fo r mOlt of us. 

Tocontinue mto the next generJtion we will also need the 
support of the public as a whole. Certdinly. tht' preservdlion of 
nalural, hisloric.:!i and cuiturill villues ilnd the public use of parks 
by the people are the two principles Ih.ll h'lVcengendered the kind 
of lIupport that willl!'nable us 10 conlinue 10 operate the Park 
System properly . 

Centr.:!l 10 Ihi!j IS the Idea of s iewardship Because that's whilt 

'0 

Yostmltt NP. 

we are all about in the Park Service. WI' are s tewards. From this we 
have the opportu nity to influence tremendously those w ho visi t 
parks-now 21X} million-plus, annually. 

National parks are a dram.ltlc s tatement about stewardship and 
the visitors who are expospd to this are 10 many ways changed . 
Through ou r parks we can alter people's .. ttitudes ilnd 
perceptions of themselves and the world. And in people's 
attitudes lie many of Ihe soluhonll to overcrowding, 
environmental protection and stewa rdship of the planet itself. 

G rowth of the Nationill Polrk Syillem must now becurt.liled We 
need to emphasitl!' high quality s tandards of national significancl!' 
of all areu propoted fo r future indu510n. Slower growth will 
mean quality standa rds of oper.ltion and malntenillnce. We need 10 
meet the growing th reals to the integrity of thc parh by 
improving research and monitoring progfilms. We need to 
emphasite the management of the System. decentrdlizedecision­
making, manage by objectives, increase efficiency ,lnd adapt 
to changing visitor use pdtlcrml. Above all, we must emphasize 
park protection and preservation as fundamental to ensuring 
continUity of the Syst~m itsel( 

We. the employees and "Iumni of the Puk ServIce, are going to 
need cilch other In the future Just .15 much ilS we did In the past In 

meeting thc challenges that face us. Working together, we un 
march with confidencc and fillth In our mission "nd feel secure 
with the future of the Niltional Park System. 



Our hope for the future 

By Naomi L. Hunt 

In his lifetime, Horace Albright has seen the Pilrk Scrvi~e grow 
unto.l third generation of "believers." lie h.ls also seen the 
expansion of the N,ltion.l1 P.uk System from August 25,1916, 
when II comprised only 37 ,1rp,15 to ,1 f(,CE'nt count of 
approximately 330 areas and 72 million ,lc rj>~_ 

Our national parks are the sCE'nic .1nd historic tre,lsures of our 
Nation ... Acadia, the Everg["d('s, Mount McKinley, the Badl"nds 
... they all belie the turmoil which orchestrated their beginnings 
as national parks. In fact, one must marvel that they (xist ill 311. 
But for d h.wdful of f.lrsightcd individuals [ike H orilLl' Albright. 
we would not sec, let alone understand toddY how this l.wd 
app<'Jfed in its original 51,1(e ,lnd the role n.lture pl.lys in our 
lives. These were men of vision who saw and who held f.lst to 
thei r convictions. They set a course of preSerV.ltlOn th.lt would 
extend to the far reaches of the globe. 

We, III thl;.' Niltionill Pilrk Sl;.'rvite, <lrt: thl: ~lI:w<lnl~ rl:~pt.Hlsibll· 
for the Ire.lsures th.lt belong to each ,lnd every citizen We are 
responsible to .... conserve the scenery ,,"d the nMural ,lnd 
historic objects and the wildlife t herein and to provide for t hI' 
enjoyment of the same in such m<'lnnPr and by such muns as will 
leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations." 

America's nallonal parks are part of our lives, perh.lps even a 
symbol of our very existence. Conservation and education is our 
work as NPS employel:s, both on thl: job and off. It fits the policies 
th,lt guide our daily t,lsks; it fits the frilmework of the knowledge 

our educdtion has mgrilined III us; It fils the understanding that 
has been gr.lnled edch of us. It is our rule as cilret.lkers of the 
Nation's resources, which replenish both thcm~elve!j <lnd us, that 
gives us our fervor, our cour.1ge and our optimism .IS we filce the 
future. 

Much has been written and said about the National Park 
Service, Its past and present, its goals Jnd objpctiv.,s, its mission 
and its accomplishments. The ServIce's very reason for existing 
has been echoed in the words of f<lmous writers <lnd poets 
throughout hi<;tory. I'rC'<;idC'nl ThC'odore Roo~c\eJt (,lpsul.1h:·d 
these ~t'nltnll'nb when hi> <;;l1d, .. t hC'r("~ nothmg nWl'l' pr.Kti(,ll 
than the prc~l'rvatlOn of bt!auty, than Ih., pn:'~l'r\',llion of 
'lIlvlhing Ih,11 ,1ppeilb 10 hi)::;h c1l1uhun~ uf 1I1'lllk1l1d. " And 

Eldt>r ZosimA,.l ,hM .• cler in Fyo.!or 
DostOf'vski's TIt,B,a/It,,, NzT"mQWV s<lld· 

Brother~ love God's creatIon, love evt>ry 
.. tom of it separately, and love it ab.oa5 a whole; 
love every green leaf. every ray of God's IiAht, 
Jove the animals and the pJantsAnd [ov!' vt>ry 
inanimatt> obit>Ct. [f you (omt> to lov£> "II things, 
you will ppr(t>ivi' God's mystery mln."rent '" "II 
things; onl{'" you h .. ve per(elved It, you WIll 
"nder~tdnd It better dnd better every ddy. And 
flll~lly you will love the whole world with a 
lolal universal love. 




