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About HABS and Its Companion Programs 

Il eritag~ documentation Programs (H DP), part of the 
National Park Service, administe rs I he H [storie American 
l3uildmgs Survey (HABS) and companion programs the 
I hsto ri c American Engineering Record (HAFR ), the 
lliston c American Land~capc Survey (HALS), and I he 
Cultural Resources Geographic Info rmation Systems 
(eRG IS). Documentation produced through the programs 
constitutes the nation's largest archive of histo ric 
architect ural , engi neering. and landscape documentation. 
Records on nearly 40,000 histori c sites, consisting of largc­
format, black and white photog raphs, measured drawings, 
and writlen hislOrical reports, arc maintained in a spec ial 
collect iun at the Librar) of Cong ress. available to the 
public copyright free in bot h hard copy (in the Library of 
Congress) and electronic (via t he Web) formats. eRGIS 
data , maps, and GIS ;tpplicat ions are available at parks, 
battlefields, and other hi stor ic si t c~. H DP also develops 
and maintains the Secretary oj the ///ferior 's Stalldards 
alld Guideli1les for Arcllitectural alld f,llKill eerlllg 
Doclf1l1f: n(a{iufI , and Lhl! Naliomd G cospa l ial Data 
~tandards for Cuhural Resources. 

HDP conducts a nationwide documentation program in 
partnership with slale and loca l governments, private 
industry, professional societies, un iver"il ies, prese rvat ion 
groups, and other Federal agencies. The program assigns 
highest priomy to sites of national signific<lncc, especia lly 
those that are In danger of demolition o r loss by neglect, 
and to National Park Service properties. In addition to 
the Slimmer recording program, documentation enters the 
Collect ion Ih rough mil igation act ivities under the National 
II isto ric Prcsc rv::llion Ac t of 1966, subm issioll'l in prize 
compctitiom. , and donations. Documentation provides a 
permanent reco rd orthe nation's Illo<;t important hi sto ric 
sites and large·scale objects. The Collcc t ion is unique in 
the stro ng support it enjoys from its inst itut ional sponsors 
and the public, and is distinguished in its national scope, 
consistent for mar, archival stabilit y, "!lei coni inucd growth . 
The documentation on nearly 40,000 3i tcs and s t ructurcs 
also cont ributes ro wider recognition and appreciation of 
hi storic resources sllch as National Hbtoric Landmarks; 
provides basel ine document arion fo r rehabilitation and 
restoration; and makes avai lable weU· resea rched material s 
for interpreta! ion and illustrarion. Not surprisingly, it is 
the most heavily· used collect io n at the Library of Congress' 
Division of Prints and Photographs. 
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Map of Massachu sett s, Showing Locations of Buildings of Historic and Architectural Interest Recorded by the Historic American 
Buildings Survey of this Commonwealth With Funds Appropriated by the Massachusetts Works Progress Administration, U Henry 
Orange Glidden, design and delineation, date unknown, ca. 1937. 
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Foreword 

In 1932 Franklin Delano Roosevelt was elected president 
following the financ ial, social, and political failures which 
brought Ihe Great Depression upon the Ame rican people. 
Roosevelt ini t iated his "New Dea l" by us ing the power 
of the fede ral government to creale recove ry projects for 
all segments of American society. He abo ushered in a 
host of changes in the way Ame ricans apprec iated their 
own history, culture and natural resources. In 1933, he 
appointed Harold Ickes as Secretary of t he Interior and 
in thar same year the H istoric American Buildings Survey 
(HABS) was born. Ickes and his ream worked tirelessly to 

prese rve America's natural resources, Indian cultures, and 
aspects of American history includi ng ou r often-crumbling 
archi tect ural heritage. 

AMERICAN PLACE: Tlte HislOric American Buildings 
Survey at Seveu/.y-Five Years is a n exhibit io n of h istoric 
and current photographs and drawings of sixty-one 
American buildi ngs t hat represent fading cu rrents in 
American society. To prese rve and d isseminate the 
knowledge contained in I hese buildings, t he architects, 
draftsmen, a nd photographers of H A RS have dutifu Ily 
recorded these places, great and small fo r t he las t seventy­
five years. Their phutugraph3 and drawi ngs show beauty 
and decay, hope and loss) and m03t of ail lhe ever-changing 
needs of the American people. 

Catherine C. Lavoie and Richard O'Connor approac hed the 
I nteriur Museu m in 2007 w ith hopes that together we could 
bring about an ex h ibition to te ll th is important story of how 
the a rchitectural history of America has been recorded for 
seventy-five years. T he work of the Interior Museum is to 
interpret the history of the deparrment and [ 0 promote t he 
Cll rrenl work of t he bureaus. Seventy-five yea rs ago, Ha rold 
Ickes was in the midst of creating the new Depar t ment of 
t he inte rior headquarte rs buildi ng a nd planning the Interio r 
Museum to show the American pcople the importa nt work 
ufh is great department. We a re proud to have joined with 
the staff at H ABS tu prod uce th is exhibit iu n illust rati ng 
the ongoing challenge uf prese rving in d rawing and 
photography the Ame rican dream. 

In addition to the amazing people at I IABS and the 
Natio nal Park Service, I wish to thank our chief of cultural 
resou rces, David D. McKinney and t he Interior Museum 
staff: Kirk Pe ter Dietz, Deborah Wa ll is Wurdinger, Erin 
McKeen, and Mary Ecker, as wel l as Mark Hall of Creative 
Communicat io ns Services for their efforts to br ing about 
t his endeavor. Please joi n us in AMER ICAN PLACE: The 
Historic America1l BuildhlgS Survey at Sevellty-Five Years, 
a celeb ration of our history and cul tu re. 

Sincere ly, 

Hunte r Hollins 
Coordinato r of Museum Serv ice!;; 
U.S. Depanment ofche Interior Museum 
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Th e Fi rs t Skyscraper, 638 Roya l Street, New Orleans, louisiana; Richard Koch, photographer, 
June 1936; HABS No. lA-21 . The "Skyscraper" derived its name from the fact that It was the first 
four-story structure erected in New Orleans. Built for French emigre Pierre Pedesclaux ca. 1800, 
it began as three stories; the fourth was added by the 18705. Its iron balconies and French doors 
capture the essence of the city In Its hey-day. 
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Laying the Groundwork 
Prologue to the Establishment of HABS 

the Histo ri c American Buildings Survey (HABS) wa., 
c<;lahli shcd in 1933 to create a public arch ive of Arm:rica\ 

architec tural heritage, consist ing of measured dra\\'ing~, 

hi\lOrical reports. and large -format black & white 

photographs. The idea of "securing records of st ructures 
ofhbtoric interest" was first endorsed by rhe American 

Institut e of Architect!> (A lA) in 191 H. However, it took the 

onset o f th e Great Dep ression to provide th e oppo rtun ity 

in the for m of a fede ral program initiated during Prc.,idcnl 

Fran klin D. Rooseve lt 's "New Dca '" administration. 

Anticipating the 1935 Ili stor ic Sites Ac t by well over a year, 

HAHS was the first significant buon to hi sturic preSCfvat ion 

at thc national level. The program field tested man) of 

the preservation strateg ies still in use today such as the 

.. urvcying, list ing, and compiling o f documentatiun o n 

hi storic properties; rhe development of comprehensi ve, 

cont extua l informnlion; and the establishment of nat ional 

standards for documentat ion. 

HABS wa,> part of a ground-~we ll of Interest III collecting 

and preserving information, artifacts, and bUildings re lated 

to o ur earl~ histor), rccogni7ed as the Colo nial Revival 
movement . Like HAAS , the movcment was motivated In 

part by the perce ived need 10 miligate the effects of rapidly 

vanishing hbtoric resources upon Amcrica's hi story 

,lnd culture. Path-b reaking organi7at ions such as the 

Association fur th e Prese rvat ion of Virginia Antiquities, the 

Society for the Prese rvatio n o f New England Antiquiti es. 

and Colonial Williamsburg presented model .. for th e 

col lectio n of histo rica l artifacts and the interpretat ion o f 

our arch itec tural hernage. And archilecb trained in the 

Ecole des Heaux Arts prepa red drawings of colonial -era 

build ings in fo liO volumes as a menns of promoting and 

und e rstand ing hi stori c archi tectu re. While imporl<lnt , 

these act ivities occurred o nly o n a limited , locn1 or regional 

basb. Thc H ARS survcys implemented forthe first time the 

comprehensive exami nat ion of historic architecture on a 

nationa l !:oca le and to uni form standards. 

Juca prior to the establishment o f II ABS, Executive Order 

61 n transfcrred ~tcwardship of historic battlefields and 

ot her a<;sociated sites from the \'\'ar Department to the 

Nationa ll>ark Service. AI rhe same time, DlreclOr Ilorace 

Albright broadened the traditional N PS focu .. on preserving 

natura li ')tic we')ll!rn landscapes to inc lude I he cu ltura l 

heritage of the cas t. C hief landscape architect Thomas 

C. Vint was moved from the San Francisco regio nal uflice 

to Wash ington,DC to oversee th e development of new 

hi srorical parks such as Colo nial Parkway in Virginia; 

he also provided ge nera l management of the new II ABS 

program. II AHS recording, and Its nch archive of period­

spcc ific architectural details, aided in th e restoration and 

interpretation of these and many other historic properties, 

while also crcating a la sting reco rd for future gene rations . 

The significance of th e HABS program th en as lOday resides 

in t he scope of t he co ll cc t ion and its public acceSSibility, 

as well ,IS in t he e~tahl i <; hment o f national standards for 

recording hi~lOric archi tec ture. A<; was intcnded, th e HABS 

collection rep resents "3 comple te re .. ume of the huilder's 

art," rang ing "from the sma llest utilitarian st ructures to the 

largest and most monum ental." The ma ter ial <; arc availahle 

lO the public copyr ight-free and on-line through the Pr ints 

and PhOlognlph <:. Di vision of the Library of Congress. As a 

resource for <lrchil ect ural hi stori ans, resto ratiun architects, 

preservationists, scholars, and those o f all age!:> inte rested in 

Amencan history and architecture, HABS is one of the most 

widely used of th e LIbrary's collect ions. It is, in fact, among 

t he largest collections of architectural docu mentation in 

t he world. 1-1 AHS is also responS ible for the d evelopment 

of standards for the produc tion of drawings, histories, 

and photographS, as well as the c r iteria for preparing (he 

uucurnen tation for inclusion in the Collection curre lllly 

recogni lcd as t he Secretary of the II/terior 's Stal1dards 
and Gllidelines for IIrcllileClllrai and Engl11eerl11g 
Doell /IIeu/aliol/. 
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Lef fe rt s Ho use, Prospect Park, Brooklyn. New York; Charles B. Bretz, delineator, 1936; HABS No. NY-5-11. This distinctive 
Dutch Colonial house was erected in 1777 by Picter Lefferts on the foundation of the house built by his great-grandfather 
Lefferts Pietersen van Hagewout a century prior. The elder Lefferts received the land from colonial governor Peter 
Stuyvesant in 1660 and built his home in what was then the village of Middle Woods, now known as Flatbush. 

The impetus for the establishment of the HABS program 
came from a number of concurrent movements tha t 
converged in 1933. It was the nation's lOOlh annivcrsnry in 

18761hal first sparked a deep appreciation for America's 
colonial past. In celebration of the event a Centennial 
Exhibition was held In Philadelphia, the birlhplacc of 
American liberty. While in large part intended 10 highlight 
our progress and indust ria llngenu iry, the exh ibit ion wa3 
also a nostalgic reflection upon ou r ca rly hi sto ry. Building~ 

erecled in the "Colonial Style" were scattered throughout 
the grollnd~, man y contai ning period furniShings. 
Through t he~c di splays, (he exhibition helped to c reate an 
unprecedenlt'd awareness for information and artifacts 
relating to the colonial era (hat marked the beginning of the 
Colonial Revival movement. Local and regional historical 
organizations subsequent ly form ed during the lat e 

nineteenth and early twentieth cen turies in the interest of 
preserving remnants of early Americana. Most notable are 
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I he Association for the Preservation of Virgini<t AnI iquilies, 
fOli nded in 1 SS9, and the Society for the Prescrva! ion of New 
England Antiquities, founded in 1910. Both organi/ations 
promote regional hio;lory through architectural and material 
culture cullcctiom;. The Colonial Revival movement 'lbo 
affected American architectural design. In fact, us m£luence 
was so profound that it lasted in to I he mid-twentieth 
ccntury, and arguably continue!. to Ihis day. One ofthc 
grcatest early inspirations for the cnullat ion of co lonial 
architecture was thc Rockefellcr-funded re~toral ion of I he 
Virginia colonial capiral at Williamsburg that began in 1927. 
Under thc direction of Hoston architect William G. Perry (of 
Perry, Shaw and Hephurn) the Wil liamsburg architects took 
n scholarly approach to restoration. ' I hcy conducted field 
inve~tigation throughout rhe I idewater region, rccording 
pre-revolut ionary buildings in ordcr to Icarn first -hand 
about colonial-period styles and construction tcchniques. 
This and other rC.!.loration efforts, as well as the ongoing 
design of new Colon ial Re\'ival st yle huildings, crcated the 
need for a dawba~e of primary .,ource mmerials such as 
molding profiles and period architect ural details. 

Similar motivations lay behind the Jlopularity of the 
concurrent Beaux Art!> movemcnt. The Fcolc dcs Beaux 
Arts, the French National School for the Arts, hfld long 
influenced archltecturalt raining in the United States. 
Beaux Arts methodology included Ihe "surveying" or 
drawing of historic building~ as a crucial component of 
architectural train mg. (And evcn for those architects 
learning th rough apprenticeship rather than formal 
training, t he "survey" approach wa~.1n equallv valuable 
means of perfecting their skills.) rrom the formation of the 
fir~t American architectural program at the Ma~~achll~elts 
Imlitute of Technology (i\ ll n in 1865, through the 1930~, 
~tllden Ls were encouraged to study historical precedents 
in order to understand the various styles and their 
potential for u~c in modern design. fhc founder of M IT'~ 

architectural program, William Robert Warc, established 
a curriculum a~ much dependent on history as deSign, 
prescribing the training needed for the day's "archllect­
historians." Thb phrase b used to refer to a select group of 
"scholarly architects" who undertook design work and also 
conducted research in arch itectural hbtory.111 In additio n, 
architects that were so mclined assembled their drawings of 
hbtoric buildings into folio volumes. ,\tany abo cont rihutcd 

drawmgs and article~ to the influential WIJllte Pl1le series of 
architectural monographs publi~hcd bimonthl), from 11)14 
to 11)40. Likewise, the l3eaux Arts ';Whi tc City" created in 
Chicago for the enormously popular World'~ Columbian 
Exhibition of IS91 also helped to reaffirm American's 
admiration for classical architectural themes. 

The National Park Service (NPS) was not immune to the 
growing interest in colonial hbtory and architecture. 
By the early 1930s, through the vision of Director Horace 
Albright, N PS turned itS a[[enrion towards historic 
landscapes, looking specifically at America's cultural 
heritage. The idea was first conceived of by Albright'S 
prcdcl.:e~!>ur, Director Stephen Mather (1915-1928), who 
was bothered by I he lack of national parks east of the 
M i~~h~ippi River, and al t he same time extrcmcly interested 
in American histor).ll] While l\olather was unable to find 
time to pllr~lIc tili\ ilim"elf, as acting dircctor in 1917, 
Albright began by lubbying for the t rall"fe r of exis ting 
military parb and monuments from the War Department to 
The Department of the Interior.lll Once appointed director 
in 1929, Albright moved ahead \\ ith the creation of eastcrn 
historical parks. III ~ fir~t direct \'cnture into the field of 
historic preservation began in 1930 with I he restorat ion 
of Wakefield, the biTlhplace of George WaShington in 
Westmoreland County, Virgin ia . Later controversy over 
the authenticity of the rc~toration led to a recognition of the 
need for expert advice on ~uch mailer!'>. 

When, on the heels of the Wakefield project, Congre~~ 
authorized the creation of NPS units ~H Jame~lown and 
Yorktown, to be linked by a parkway to Williamsburg, 
Virginia, Alhright looked for someone 10 the NPS with 
historical background. In consultation with chief 
Landscape architect I hom as Vint in San rrancisco, 
I hey r"elec ted one of Vi m 's staff, Charles E. Peterson, an 
architect trained in the Beaux Arts tradition, to lead the 
';Culonial Parkway" projecr.l4] I)eterson arrived in Virginia 
at the height of t he Williamsburg restoration efforts, and 
developed close relat iomhips with the architects worklOg 
t here. As Peter~on later reflected, 

They !lhe arclliteels! began/he graphic a lIafysis of lhe 
d,stmclIve TideW(ller eighteellth-eenwry slyle with 
the bnlha1lt success stil/ to be seen in their earliest 
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work. It rallges allllle way jrolll1J'oodell smokehouses 
III backyards ta (lie great , recoll5tructed Governor's 

Palace. Co reJlf1 sllld), oj tlte 1111111£'1'0115 a IIflqlle 
st rllctllres still sial/ding across tlte Tidewater coll1lfry 

gat'e tile architects a master)' oj tile local Slyle. 
Tile relarionsll1P between the structllres olld 

lIIeasuremcms projected 0/1 paper became a highly 
developed slIhject. The drajtill~ rooms were jllff 

of adt'elU ure alld excitell/ellt (III(/ eLlery jllllior 

architect was working on a book oj IllS own. 1hallgh 
llOt (l Rockejeller employee, I was workillg lIearby 
{jalllestowllto l'orktoulIl! and knew them all.I~ 1 

The innuence of that experience is clearly rcfkcted in the 

inSightful proposal I hat l'eler<.,on would latcr write for the 

establishmelllnf the HABS program to record in a sim ilar 

manner I he full range of America's architectural hemage. 

At the same limc, members of the American I nsl il ule of 

Architects (A lA) were working towards the long·a.,pired 

goal of creating an archive of architectural documentation 

on a national ... cale. The Board of Directo rs of the AlA first 

endorsed a "natinnal sliney" with th e intent of "securing 

records of.,t ructu res of historic interest" in 1918, but to no 

avail. I"1 The idea finally gained momentum in .May 1930 
when I ,eke~ lt'r B. Ilulland , an architect by training and the 

chief of the Division of Fine Arts of the LIbrary of Congres.s, 

announced the e~tabli shment of the Pictorial Archives of 

Farly American Architecture at the AlA meeting. 171 A<; a 

member of the AlA, 'Iolland looked to the organi/at ion 

for their ~upport in promoting hi s new initiative. Holland 

asked the AlA to actively seek the cooperation ofit<; <;tate 

and local chapters in compiling photographic examples of 

early American :lrchuecture for inclu<;ion in the librar)'s 

collecnon. As hest:lted at the 1\.1 a)' meeting, "Whal I wish 

of the [Americanllnslitule [of Architec t"J primarily i ~ it~ 

good will.,. Secondarily, I wish th e Institut e member., to 

spread word of thi s organi/3I ion 1 he archin;\ which we 

are founding through the the counrry (andJthrough th e 

districts 10 which they belong." I he AlA a ... ked I hat he 

prepare a stalemenl that could he <;ent to each chapte r.llI] 

As its promoters explai ned, "for I he pu rposes of general 

study of our ancest ra1 architect lire, especially for o;uch 

examples a ... are doomed 10 dbappea r. there i~ urgent need 

for a repo"itor) where photographic reco rds from the whole 

Unites '\Iates may be as~cmbled."lq] The AIA'$ ent hu-,ia ... tic 
response to Hulland 's new collection led to his appointment 

in 1931 as chairman of their Commiltee on Preservation of 

Historic Buildings. 

Like those on the Committee before him, Iiolland was 

dedicated not jll<;1 to I he l'Ollection of photographic imagcs, 

hllt 10 th e creation of a national su rvey of histor ic huildings. 

Set ting the agenda for the Committee, Holland reali/cd 

t hat before the surveys cou ld begin t hey needed to create 
ilwareness wuhln their member<thip, a~ well as the general 

public, As he explained it, they mu<;t "arouse a strong public 

realization in every section of 1 he count ry. that t here are 

everywhere certai n old huilding!' of great historic int eres t, 

locally and therefore national". which should be preserved 

wherever po<;~ihlc a.., landmarb of the course of American 

civi li/at ion:'1 101 The "~urveys- that Iioliand proposed were 

a logical outgrowth ohhe Beaux Arts tradition through 

which many of the AlA's members had trained (I II In May 

1933, the AlA finally announced il'" intent ion to begin the 

"nallonal sun·cy." I hc) anlicipated il becoming part ofa 

larger "general campaign for pfl'Socrvation" (hat began by 

Identifying hi."toric buildings and the reasons for which 

"t hey shou1d be <.,ubject.!> for public consideration:,II:!1 

Lil t Ie did they know at the time that In a matter of monl h <; 

the) were to gain:l power allv in the form of the federal 

government! 

Ihe Nat ional Pa rk Service was also moving forward with il<; 

own hi ... toric pre.!>crvation efforts. Cha rles Peterson's form e r 

sllpervi'>or, Thomas C. Vint, was called [0 WaShington, 

DC to oversee the development of new hi storical park." in 

the east such as Colonial in Virginia (where Peler,>on \\'a~ 

alrcad~ working); Salem J\1aririme in\.l assachmctls, and 

Ilopewel l Village In Pennsylvania. As Chief Architect of the 

National Park Se rvice's Branch of Plan ... and ])e3ign~. Vint 

was placed in charge of the preservat ion of historic si te~ 
and structures. I his included respon<.,ibilil) for th e many 

battlefield parks, historic sites, cemeteries, and monument:, 

transferred to NPS from the \'('ar Department in 1933 that 

had finally resulted from Albright's ea rlier lobbying efforts 

(known as Execulive Order 61 'B). Vinl was also given 

general oversight of HARS, and remained a strong advocate 

for the program 10 hi.;; relirement in 1961. Vint is probably 

best rememhered for his preservation+minded approach 
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Von Court House. 510 Washington Street. Natchez. Mississippi; Edward M. Nelson & A.H. Town. delineators. 1934; HABS No. 
MS-17-7. This Federal style townhouse was built in 1817-18 of brick covered with stucco. The delineation of the lacy iron grillwork 
of the front entry porch IS a good example of the attention to detail often demonstrated In the HABS drawings of the 19305 

to park planning and his efforts to develop ma~ter plam for 
all NPS park~. n~Hural and historicaL!! JI His contributiom 
to historic preservation theory are deservi ng of greater 
recognition. According to historian Ethan Carr, under 
Vint's direction, "Between the lare 1920s and the early 
1930s, the park service we nt from havi ng very \tmlled 
rcsponsibilitieo; in the management ofhisLOric sites to 

becoming the leadi ng national institution In the field of 
hi!.toric pre!.ervation."114J 

On November 8, 1933, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
revealed as pan of his "New Deal" programs, the creat ion 
of the Civil Works Adm lO lst rallon (CWA), a federal 
employment program intended 10 stream line funds direc t ly 
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G eorg e Pessony House, Palestine, Texas; photographer unknown, 1936; HABS No. TX-126. This house was built in 1854 in a 
style typical of the homes of this region, and was purchased after the Civil War by George Pessony. The small frame reSidence IS 
made grand by Its over-scaled Greek Revival details such as the entry portico. and wide dentilled cornice and (orner pilasters. 

to relief workers. Along with the announcement was a call 
(0 all federal agencies to submit proposals for short-term 
Initiatives. Charle~ Peterson, along with colleague AlslOn 
G. Guttersen, spent the weekend putting loget her idea ... ; I he 
former was largely re .. ponsible for I he justifkation and I he 
latler for the estimates of manpower and federal dollars 
that the program \\'ould requlre.l '1J Peterson's submission 
was the culmInation of years of preliminary work and 
lobbYing efforts on the part of many architect~ within hOi h 
the gO\'ernll1ent and the pri\'ate sector. In fact, Pcter<"on 
turned fir .. t for support of hi<" proposal 10 William Perr) 
and to I .eicC\lcr Hol land. Perry and the Wi l liam~burg 

6 AMERI CAN PLA C E Tlw H, 1 

Advisory Committee provided support in the form ofa 
telegram to Secretary of the Imerior Harold kkcs in which 
they <,,'aled that -The [HABSI plan as detailed impresses 
u<" a<" an admirable method of accomplishing a work of 
historic.: importance.-· j 1fl l Once the I IABS proposal was 
accepted in neccmbcr 1933, Holland and the Committee 
on I'rc<"en3t ion of Historic Buildings wen: pobed 10 13ke 
action. Pcrhap.., not surprisingly, mam oflhe first "districl 
oiliccr<,," who managed I he HA BS ~lIrvey ... in the field were 
member ... of eit her the Commit lee or local AlA chapters, 
A ... Holland later staled, " Ihhe IAmericanl lnslltute [of 
Archilects] had not been ready organized to nominate 



Di." riel Officers al the drop of a hal, the first campaign 
would hardly have gotten under way before quitting 
time." [I7J Within weeks of receiving its approval, hundreds 
of the unemployed we re in the field recording for HA H~. 

In addition, both Holland anti Perry l)crved on the Advisory 
Commit tee for IIABS, the forme r til) il l) chairman. 111I1 j\ 1any 
of I he same preservation conccpt~ used by Holland, Perry, 
and 01 hers to Justify earlier recording efforts are eloquen tly 
conveyed in Peterson's originall lABS proposal: 

Ol/r architec/ural herilage of bllildillgs from tlte last 
four cemuries dimll/;shes {It al1 alarmill/.: rale. The 

ravages offtre alld the natural elements, together with 
rite demo/Illoll ali(I alterattons cal/sed by real estate 
'improvcmcllfs'form all mexorablc IIde of destruction 

de.~tilll!d /0 wipe 0111 tile great maJoray of tile bwldmgs 
mlliclt klll!w Ille IJcgillllillg a lid firsl jI(wrislt of rile 

11(11 iUII . Tlte COII/paral iT'ely few strltctures which can 

be saved by extraurdinary effort (lmi presel/led as 
exlttbitionltollses {Iud museums or altered am/used 

William Maxson Hause, State Highway #1. Springdale vlonlty, Iowa; c.c. Woodburn, photographer,1934; HABS No. IA-30-16. 
Th e Maxson House is a good example of the special attention given to endangered buildings by the early HABS surveys_ Note the 
HABS architect taking notes in the foreground. The Ma)(sons were among the first white settlers to Iowa, arriving via flatboat 
from Ohio. As supporters of the abolitionists' cause, they shelteled John Brown and his men here during the winter of 1857-58. 
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THE NEW DEAL PROGRAMS 
HABS was just one of many cultural programs initiated 
during President Franklin D. Roosevelt's "New Deal" 

administration. The New Deal was the title given to a 
whole variety of programs and reforms. initiated mostly 
between 1933 and 1938. that offered relief to the 
unemployed during the Great Depression while at the 

same time enriching American life both materially and 
culturally. The make-work programs included the Civitian 
Conservation Corps (CeC), the Federal Emergency Relief 

Administration (FERA), the Civil Works Administration 
(CWA), and the Works Progress Administration (WPA). 

The largest of the New Deal programs was the WPA. 
One aspect of the WPA provided work on the design 
and construction of infrastructure and public facilities. 

The program was ultimately responsible for the 
construction of about 188,000 new and renovated 
public buildings and infrastructure, including schools, 

courthouses, hospitals, recreational facilities, airports, 
and housing projects; as well as roads, highways, and 
bridges.l iJ The other aspect of the WPA supported 
artistic and cultural endeavors. The Federal Writers' 

Project compiled local and oral histories, and created a 
papuler series of state guidebooks. The Hislol1cdl Records 
Survey established and cataloged significant archival 
collections, prior to the opening of the nation's own 
National Archives. The Federal Art Project created over 
200,000 individual posters, paintings, and murals for public 
display. The Federal Music Project and the Federal Theatre 
Project both supported live performances, workshops, 
and classes. Also recipients of WPA funds were the 

state-sponsored HABS surveys. 

HABS was the federal government's first historic 
preservation program, and the only New Deal initiative 
related to historic architecture. At the same time that 
HABS undertook its architectural su rveys, another New 
Deal program hired well-known architects of the Modernist 
idiom such as Richard Neutra, Lloyd Wright, William 

lescaze, and George Elmslie to design housing worthy of 

the ~progressive" moniker associated with the New Deal. 
In order to address FOR's concern about the estimated 

one-third of the population that was "ill -housed," the PWA 
undertook the development of fifty-one housing projects. 
These included the three model "Greenbelt Towns," (such 

as Greenbelt, Maryland), and the Carl Mackley Houses in 
Philadelphia, both of which are now recognized as National 
Historic landmarks.lii] 

The New Deal programs had a profound and lasting effect 
upon the nation's historical and cultural development. 
Never before had the federal government taken 

responsibility for supporting the arts, or for collecting 
records and artifacts relating to the country's history.fiiil 

And never again would the preservation and interpretation 
of American's cultural heritage be left solely to private 

individuals and organizations. Instead, a public-private 
partnership resulted in a more egalitarian approach 
to arts and culture, taking them outside the exclusive 
realm of the privileged classes and integrating them into 

the everyday life of all Americans . The WPA programs 
recorded untold histories, legends, and folkways, as well as 
hi~turk architecture, and Injected It Into the public sphere. 

In many ways, these programs led the nation down a path 
of self-discovery and helped to inspire an appreciation for 
its heritage. Historian Michael Kammen summarized the 
New Deal's impact on cultural heritage by saying, "The 
circumstances were such that assisting Americans helped to 
save Americana."[iyJ 

Notes, The New Deal Programs 

[il Gwendolyn Wright, USA; Modern ArchItectures in History 
(london~ Reaktlon Books, 2008),118. 

[ill Ibid. 

[iiil Eyen the National Archives wa5 not established until 1934. 

filii Michael Kammen, Mystic Chords of Memory (New York: 
Vintage Books, 1991), 444 . 
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Thomas Maskell Store, Main & Pine Streets, Greenwich, New Jersey; George Neuschafer, photographer, February 1941; 
HABS No. NJ-660. This timber-frame, clapboarded store was erected sometime between 1796 and 1803 by Thomas Maskell, 
its first storekeeper Founded In 1748, this now sleepy village of Greenwich located on the Cohansey River was once a bustling 
port. The town is known as the scene of the Revolutionary War era ~Greenwich Tea Party. ~ 

Jor residellces or 1III110r commerCIal uses compnse ollly 
tI /IIillor percenlage oj the i1l!erestlllg a lid III/porra III 
arcltitect IIral specimcm which relllaillS Jrom tlte old 

days. It is lite respollsibility oj (/ie Americall people 
rltat if rile great /llIIIlber oj our alit ique bUildillgs IIIUSt 
dIsappear t"rough economic causes, tlley should lIor pass 
111to unrecorded oblitliol1 .Il "1 

It wa~ the irll1111:di;)tc need for cmplo) mell1 that prompted 
the federa l govcrnmenl to initiate the HABS program. 
Ilowevcr, it wa~ the desi re to mitigate t he effects of rapidly 
vanishi ngarchite<:tllral resOllrces upon the nation'S history 
and culture recogni.led by it~ creator':. that would !'lI .. tain il. 
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Notes . l aying the Groundwork 

Ii] II was the~e Individuals- such:.l'" Ralph Adams Cnlln, William Robert Warc, Fiske Kimball, A.D.F. I lamlin, and Talbot f lamlln 
who dominated American :Irchitectural scholar .. hip through their groundhreakmg publications. Sec: Keil h N. Morgan and 
Richard Cheek, "His tor~ in the Service of Desl~n: American Architcci-liistonans. 1870 1940,~ in The Architectural Hlstonall 
11/ Amenca; SlIIdies ;11 the History of Art 35, ed., Hisabeth Blair ,\ lacDnugall (i lanover & London: Natinnal Gallery of Art. 
Washington, di~trihutcd h)' Lnlversity Press of l\cw England, 1990),61-75. 

[.!J \'(filton ( Corkern,Jr. "Architects, Pre~er\"atinni"'I"', and the New Deal: The Hi!.toric American Buildin~s Sun·c), 1933-1942," 
Ph.D. D,ssertatIon submitted to The Gcorge Washington University, 20 February 19R4, 52-53. According to Curkern, Mather saw 
the bck of parks east of the Mi ..... i ...... ippi River as the "weakest link" in the NPS ",), .. tem. Before retiring hc was able tnauthorlle 
parks In KenlUckv (Mammot h Cave). North Carolina and Tennessee (Great Smok), \Iou mains), and Virginia (Shenandoah). 

III This fin:tll~ m;curred wllh the Issuance of F"ccuti\·e Order 6133, In 19H, just prior to the t:reatinn of the IIAUS program. 

141 Corkern, 62-63. 

1~ 1 Charles L. Peterson, "The H i~toric American Ul1Ildlngs Survey, It .. Re&inning~," HIS/orlc America: U'lIldillgS, Structure (lnd Sires, 
C. Ford PeUlross, ed. (Wa ... hingtnn, DC: llbary of Congress) 10- 11. 

J6J American In .. 'ltlUe of Architects. Proceedlllgs oj the Fifty-Firsr COIl1'em/oll, 1918 (Wa,hingtun: A lA, 1918): 14. Quoted in 
Corkern, 7-8. 

171 According to the Library'" weh ... ite, ~The PIctorial Archives of Earl)· American Archllecture (PAEAA) wa~ the first photographic 
collection for the study I)f American archllecture assembled at the I .ihrary nfCongress. Initiated by a grant from the CarnegIe 
Corporation in 1930, the PAFAA mstltuted a national campaign to acyuire phmogr:.phic negatives of seventeenth-, eighlcenth-, 
and nineteenth-century hu ddlngs In the United States. During iI, ITlU~t active period. 11)30 to 1938, the PAEAA wHected :.nd 
cataloged approximately ten thousand negatives and photo-print', including series by John l\\ead Howell~, Francis BenJamlll 
Johnsloll, Delo ... Smit h, Thorn:.s T. \X'aterman, and Francis M. Wigmore." http:lhuwfu. Joc.govlrrlprintlcoIfl186. lrtml Delos 
Smith and ThnlTla~ \X'aterrnan also worked for HABS. 

181 American Instil ute of Architects Proceeding ... , te~t imony of LClcc\ter B. Holland,joJlrt/a/ oj Proceedm1:s, \1ay 11)30, 130 131. 

191 ~Archi\"cs]o Rccord Our Archnecture," New York Times,july 18, 19,0; PrnQue5t Ilt storical Newspapers, The New York Times 
(1~512004). 14. 

1101 I lulhlnd to memher of the Committee (October I, 193 1), Cummlt Ice 1m Preservation of Ilistoric Building', Bllx i; a~ clled In 
Corkern. 10. 

It II Corkern , 14-n. According to Corkern, of I he thlrly-~Ix member of lhe Committee un Prc ... crval inn of Illqonc BUIldings, two­
thlrd~ had gone to Beaux Arts oriented ul1h·cr,ity trallllng programs, and one in eight had actually In ParlO; to study first hand. 

[121 "Architects To List Nutable Buildings:' New York limes, 24 May 1931; PruQuc ... t I h ... lortcal '\Jewspapers, The New York Tirne~ 
(1851 200·1),23. 

It i l Like 111<111) :lrchitects In the cmplov of the National Park Service, Vint wa~ a westerner, trained in iand,,;ape de"'lgn. 
He graduated fmm the Jand'icape architecture program at the Unl\-cr~lIy of California at Berkeley in 1920. hanng 'ipent a .. emester 
at the Ectllc de Architecture, Untversitv of Lyon. and then studied tit} planmng at the University of California, 
Los t\ngc1c .... Vinl Joined 'JI'~ In 1922 as an assistant land ... cape engineer for Yosemite National Park. \\ here he was involved 111 

the de'ign of ... ulIle of t he park service's first rustic -st) Ic building ... ,:I .. well as the development of landscape plan .... In 1927, he was 
appuinted Ch ief I andscape Archi tect of NP!), and hcadquartered in San FranCISco. 

[141 Fthan Carr. "The "oblest L:tndscape Problem': Thnma~ C. VlIlt and landscape/ HislUric Preservation" (paper presented at 
Armon I lall at \Xave llill, Bronx. NY. April 1999). A\ailahlc online through the Cultural Land ... cape Foundation, Stewardship 
Through Ftlucatinn web.ille.www.tclj.org/collj papers.) 

[1 ' I Corkern,79 

l11il Western Union Straight {\-1c~ .... age, \Olembers of the Ad\'iso r ~' Committee uf Architect .. for I he Restoration 01 Colonial Willia ln...burg 
to Charles E. Peterson, 16 Nuvemher 1933; Charles I; .. Peterson Papers, Box 198, 11 ,\ RS I I iSlOry, General , 1933, University of 
Man'land Special Collectillll .... 

11 7[ l.t'ttcr from I eice~ter B. I loll and to Charle~ F. Pcter~tlll, 26 \by 19,6;Ch:lrles L Peterson Papcr ... , Box 198, HABS IIiSlor\", 
General. 1l1ll\"crSII} of \tan'land Special Collet.:tiun ... 
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Herrick Hou se , Twinsburg, Ohio; l ou is P. Fisher, delineator, 1936; HABS NO. OH -223 . This ashlar stone house was built by 
Jonathan Herrick in 1845 in the Greek Revival style that dominated American domestic arch itecture during the early to mid 
nineteenth century. The style's Greek derivation evoked democratic ideals that deemed it partiw larly appropriate to the 
buildings of ou r new nation. 

1181 Corkern , 80-8 1. 

rr 

I 

I'~:::' 

11'11 His toric American Bu ildings Survey, .... Bulletin No. 1, Fisca l and Admin istrative Procedure:' 27 Dece mber 1933. Unl ess oth erwise 
cited. HABS Bulletins and Circul ars co nsulted for the purposes o f th is article arc from the reference library o f th e IIABS/ lI AER I 
J-I ALS o ffice, Was hington. DC. 

I 
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Woodlawn Plantation, Napoleonville, Louisiana; Richard Koch, photographer. March 1937; 
HABS No. LA·20 . This failing Greek Revival plantation house was built for William Whllmell Pugh 
in 1840-1850. The Pugh family migrated from North Carolina in 1818. Once considered among 
the finest and most up-to-date houses in the area, al the time of Its recording it was occupied by 
migrant workers. 
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A Complete Resume of the Builder's Art 
The Early HABS Surveys 

W h ile general adminIstrat ion came from the headqllarlcr~ 
in \Xfa~ h inglon, DC, rhe HABS program drew its strength 
from a grass-rools approach. I he tndividual state "surveys" 

were funded through both the Civil Works Administration 
(CWA) and the Worb Progrc.-,,,, Administration (\,(/ pA), and 
were u ndertaken by "di!>tricl unicer:," nominated hy the 

local chaple rs of the American I n~tillilC of A rch itect ... (A IA) 

for (heIr expert ise in hisrork an::hi teuure. Di!>t ric l oflicc rs 
we re responsib le for ident ifying all blli ld i ng~ of hi'>lur ic 

interest within their regions with the inte nt of document ing 
them through measured drawings, photographs, and ",hor( 
historical reporrs. For each Significant S!ructurc, an index 

card of information was prepared with the dual purPO.,c of 
creal ing a narionallis l ing nnd settIng goals for the recording 
program. By the close of the inItial state surveys In 194 1, 
the di!o.t rict onlcers had prepared cards for over 7,000 
h i~to r ic ~t ruct ures, about one-half of which recelvcd m 
lea~t une photograph and about one-third of which were 
nu.:l.l!!.ured and drawn. 

The H A BS surveys capt ure t he nation's vast array of 
region all) and e thnically derived building forms. 

The ~tructure!l reconJcd range from Nath'c American 
pueblos and Spani!lh mi!!.~ions in the '>Outhwc!lt to Cape Cod 

and Saltbox houses In the northeast, and from vernacular 
sad or log constructed sett lers' cabins lO high -~tyle 

Georgian, Greek Revival, and nco-classical mamions. 
Pr iority wns also gIven [ 0 endangered structures for which 
no record would otherwise exist. 

The documentation revcals not luSt the d lversuy of building 
form') and architec tural styles, but portrays the nation at 
the end of an e ra, hefore post-war prosperity would forevcr 
change the face of the American land.;;cape. 1 'he ~urveys 
ended in 1941,a.., did all \,(/ PA funded program .. , with 

America's entr) into Wo rld War II. H AHS rcmained ac t ive 
III the 1940!l and 1950)) throug h (hc wo rk of (he Nat iona l 
Park Service\, Branch of De~ign and Con ~t ruc t ion and 
its reg io na l office!., and through donal iun~ of records by 

former district offil·er!!., other member .. of I he t\ lA, and b) 
universitic!. and private in))titutiom. 
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The lorge Kiva , Bandelier NatIonal Monument. New Mexico; R.P. McClung. delineator, 1940; HABS No. NM 16. This late 
prehistoric, subterranean kiva or ceremonial chamber was believed to have been erected ca. 1513 by Pueblo Indians. Its remains, 
as depicted here. were excavated by the National Park Service in 1937. 

The HABS program was formally es tahlished on December 
12, 1933. It openHcd under the general direct ion of chief 
architect Thomas Vim and an advic;ory committee 
composed of representatives of va rious civic organi/alions 
and historical societies, as well a~ a rchilecb a~sociated with 
[he AlA. ' I he architects selec ted were all members of the 

William G. Pcrf} (archit cc t of Colonial Williamsburg), 
Albert Simons (of Charlcston, South Carolina),John Gaw 
J\lleem (of Santa Fe. 'iew Mexico), and Thomas E. lallmadge 
(of Chicago, Illi noi .. ).111 John P. O'Neill was hired as program 
direc ior to manage HABS on a daily basis. O'Neill was an 
nrchitccttrained at the UniversllY of Notre Dame whu had 
worked for David Adler's archlteclural firm in Chicago. A lA's Committee on Prescrv;;uion of Ilistor ic BuildIngs, 

including Leicestcr HollalH.l (of the Library of Congress), He had recently returned from work al an archeological ~ite 
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in Mexico when hc bcgan hi!> fivc year stint with IIABS. 
For all intcnt~ and purposcs, O'Ncill was the first IIABS 
chief, and the only individual working full-lime for the 
program at the Washington, DC hcadquarlcr!>YJ O'Neill 
handled the all -important coordination between thc WPA. 
t hc individual states, and the dbtrict ofllcers t hat was 
crucial to the continued work of the llABS ~lIrvcy~. He 
prcpared the nccessary progres~ report s and maintaim:d 
regular correspondence with district officers and o th cr& 
related to, or intcrc~ted in, thc survey projects. O'Neill, 
along with NPS architcct~ Thoma" \'(/aterman, Frederick 
D. Nichols. and ad\'bor~ Holland and Pcrry prcparcd the 
standard reehntques or "guideline')" fur HABS recording.[l[ 

NilS arehitcCl [ homas Watcrman served as assistant 
director for HABS. Waterman traincd in the office of Ralph 
Adam!> Cram in Bu!>tun. Hc also had ex perience workmgal 
the Society for the Pn:~ervat ion of New Fngland Antiquities 
with founder William Sumner Appleton, who recru ited 
Waterman to help record endangered buildings. Prior 10 
joi ning the N PS, W:ucrman worked for William Per r} on the 
( :olonial Williamsburg restoration. Nichols, who received 
a Masters degree in architec ture from Ya le University, left 
N PS in L950 to become a professor of architecture and cha ir 
of the architectura l hi5.tory deparl men! at the University of 
Virginia. A noted ThomasJeffcr&on ~cholar, Nicholl; led the 
restoration of Jefferson's Rotunda. 

The mountains prOVide a dramatic backdrop for the remains of this Kiva, which was conSidered unusually large for this 
region of the Rio Grande; Donald W. Dickensheets, photographer, 1940. 
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Sod House o f G ustav Ro h ric h, Bellwood, Nebraska; W C. Yanike, delineator, 1934, HABS No. NB·35 · 10. This small 
scttler's dwelling was constructed In 1883 by Austrian immigrant Gustav Rohrich of sod from a nearby field. Rohrich lived 
here with his wife and three children. When recorded by HABS in 1934, this was the only one remaining of the many sod 
houses built in this region during the mid-nineteenth century 

While t he Washington headquarters administered the 
HABS program and e~tabli~hed it ~ standards and gUidelines, 
the field surveys were run by "dhtrict ofliccrs." These 
were individuals nominated b) local chapler~ of rhe AlA 
and known for their experience with historic archllecrure. 
Many of the district ofllccrs wcre members of the AlA's 
Commltlee on Pre,\crva l ion of I 'bloric BU ildings, chaired 
by Leicester Holland, or activc in local chapters and so were 

alread:v full indocmn:lted in the goals of the program.I"] 
Their ongoing involvement with local prcr.,crvation projects 
meant Ihat each di .. trict officer also brought their own 
experience and perspecttve [0 their HABS worl... This is 
often rcflC(,-tcd in their varying approaches 10 I he ~ur\'eys 
and the lype~ ofstrllcntres upon which thcy cho~e to focus. 
The prim:ipie duties of the district officers wen: to hire and 
o\'er~ee personnel. to dClerminc which struclllres ro survey, 
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and to ~ee to the accomplio;hment of the work. For the most 
pan, the diMrict oflicer~ wcre RCflUx-Arts trained "archncct­

historians" and thus were expected to be equally proficient 
at mca<;ured drawing and hIstorical repon writing. l" lan) 

even took on t he responsibilIty for the large-f()rmat 
phutugraphs, rounding out rhe multi -discipli nary approadl 
to HABS recording, 

As i~ implied b\ the program titlc Historic American 
BUildings Survey, lhe proce .... hegan as district officers 
conducted field reconnaissance <limed at identifying the 

structurcs within their region that were of historical and 
archItectural importance. ror each of these ~t rllC l llre,,> 

they prepared an index card. These cards served the dual 
purpose of creatmg a natlonal"Master Ii,>! of American 

Buildings .. ignificant for their historic or architectural 
"allie" (a precursor to the ;\allonaillistoric Landmarks 

and National Rcgi .. lcr of Historic Places Iistmgs) and 

setting goals for the recording program hy recogniZIng 
subjects for study,I';] This was one of thc \\'ay .. I hal program 

administrators sought to guarantee lhe continued sur"i\al 
of the HAB~ program beyond the limIted lifespan of 
the initial CWA (and later \,(/ PA) projects, Asstnted in 

the guidelines, "'Ihc importance of t his index cannot 
be overestimated .. ince it will most completely fulfill the 

functions for which the prc~ell1 survc) is illlcnded and 
will form an invaluable babis fur any fUlllre prngram:'lbl 

All totaled, the ~ur"ey generated card\ for about 7,000 
structures nationwide, with about one-half recci\-ing at least 
a photograph and onc third being mc.lsured and drawn by 
t he close of most New Deal programs in 1941.171 

HA BS admini"lrators dic;~eminated necessary mformation 
and set standard,,> and procedures through the "Bulletins" 

Gustav Rohrich stands proudly in front of the sod house that he erected on the Nebraska plains over fifty years prior; W_e. Yanike, 
photographer, 1934 
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and "Circulars." HABS Circular No.1 explained the need 
for the program, and also described the broad range of 

building types to be reco rded , highlighting those that 
had not previously "engaged the especial interest of the 
architectural connoisseur," such as Native American 
structures, the "hewn log cabins of the early pioneers," 

and buildings in old mining towns. Officials based final 
selection on the structure's architectural integ rity and 
ability to exemplify a particular type, period, or pattern 
of development, with special priority given to those "in 
imminent danger of destruction ." Bulletin No.4 laid out 
the procedures for a systematic approach to measuring and 
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Miss ion Son Xav ier De l Boc, Tucson vicinity, Arizona; C.S . James & Miguel J. Slack, delineators, 1940; HABS NO. AZ-13 . 
This is generally considered the finest, most intact of the Spanish missions in the United States . It was built in 1797 of indigenous 
materials such as adobe brick, mesquite logs, and saguaro strips, and includes brilliantly colored frescoes . It was designed by 
Ignacio Gaona in an eclectic mix of Moorish and Byzantine styles. 
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WClite -Potter House, South Westport, Massachusetts; Eugene L. Morgan, delineator, 1934, HABS No. MA-2-65. 
This quintessentIal early New England Cape Cod-style, shingled house was reportedly built by Thomas WaIte In 1677. 
The single-room, one·story house with its large open hearth was enlarged In 1760. 

drawing so as to insure accuracy. uniformity, and dlicicnc). 
Staff recorded mca<;u rem ems and other pertinem data in 
"fie ld notebo()~,," to serve as verification of the accuracy of 
the final product. Oflicials asked the architects (0 include 
written detaib in their field not e" and to be particularly 
attentive to diff~r~Ill'e~ that dist inguished the original 
struc ture from later modification'>; however. no drawings 
of "conjectural restoration!)" wcrc 10 be made. r he goal 

\\as to illust rate the structure's "exact present condition:·J!!1 
Taking an cqually scient ilk approach to report writing, 
the hi ... toric!lo init ially were limi led 10 essential Information. 
As indicated in Circular No.1, "Only the briefest resume 
of facts i ~ necc<;sa ry in cach case. Long accounts of 
genealogical maltcr and !)cnt imentaJ mythOlogy have no 
place in lhe program:'["1 Thus the hislOrical reports were 
often o nly a single page or two in length. 
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H ermitag e Slave Cabins, Savannah vicinity, Georgia; C.E. Peterson, photographer, ca. 1934; HABS No. GA-225. The house and 
dependencies were designed by Henry McAlpin and built about 1820 using slave labor. While at the time of the HABS survey the 
plantation house had not been occupied since damaged during the Civil War, the slave cabins were inhabited by descendents of 
the original occupants. 

Perhaps the most noteworthy aspect of the HABS surveys 
was the selection of buildings to be recorded, which was to 
represent "a complete resume of the builder's art.',ILOI The 
collection therefore includes not just high-style buildings, 
but those that reflected the everyday life of Americans. 
According to the formal proposa l for HABS: 

It is i11lended that the survey slwll cover structures of 
all lypes,jrol1l the smallest utilitariall structllres to 
the largest and IIIOSt 1II0rlUlllelltal. Bams, bridges, 
mills, toll houses, jails, and in short buildings of every 
description are to be included so that a complete picture 
of the ClIlture of the time as reflected in the bllildings of 
the period may be put 011 record ... Absoillte priority 
will be given to buildings of architectural or historical 
illlerest, or buildings of unllsllal type; or bllildings 

exhibitillg IIniqlle or exceptional featllres of plan or 
design wllich have not been restored or remodeled 
and which are ill imminent dallger of destruction or 
lIIaterial alteration .1111 

Un like the folio volumes created by architects in the private 
sector that consisted large ly of drawings and photographs 
with little or no historical text, the HABS documentation 
aimed to be more inclusive. The drawings, histories, 
and large format photographs work together create a 
comprehensive understanding of the structure. By 1936 the 
HABS ad ministrators realized the cumulative value of the 
documentation gathered though the state surveys. It was 
decided that each district officer would write an "Outline 
Summary" that placed his region's architectura l forms 
within their own appropriate historical and architectural 
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Wm . Hodgkin ' s Tid e Mill , Annisquam. Massachusetts; HarryGulesian. delineator, 1934; HABS No. MA·2·92. 
The Hodgkin's Mill, built in 1833 on the banks of the Annisquam River, harnessed the tides to provide 
power. It was believed at the time of the survey to be the only remaining t idal works In the state . 
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Heideman M ill . Addison, Illinois; L Pi rolll &J. Palma, delineators, 1934, HABS No. IL-26-4. This heavy 
timber frame, wind-powered mill was erected in 1867 by Christian Heideman, the son of a German 
miller. It is of the "Dutch type" as identified by its movcable head, and was the first of several like 
it bUilt in thIS neighborhood. Although no longer In use, at the time it was recorded. the mill was 
unchanged from its original deSIgn 

AMER IC AN PLA C E - _ HI:,!_ I_e Amel' u" Bu Id;"q~ }I IVf'!¥ nt c''' ... I?nry /, ..... Yeu' 



i~ the fact that the HABS fou nder~ clearly intended to 
advance beyond the mere emulation of old forms- as seen 

contexts. r hey anticipated compiling the reports and 
puhlish ing [hem as a six volume Ourlil1e of the Devel0pll1e/1t 
of Early American Archltectllre, organized geograph ica lly 
to include: New England, the Mid-Atlantic, the Soulh, Mid­
\Xfe~t, Suuthwest, and the Paci fic Coast. An unp recedented 
unde rtaki ng, it was among the fir~l atlempl~ to articula te a 
broad perspective of the nat ion's architectural development. 
Unfo rtunate ly, they we re unable to rea li ze their goal before 
the close ofrhe su rvey pe riod, in 194 1 (although some 

in numerous folio volumes and simi lar publications of the 
times-to place the st ructures within the framework of 
larger patterns of arch itccrural development and to begin to 

create bui lding typologies. As H A BS ad mi nist ra tors argued, 

states would la ter puhlish HABS cata logs tha t fulfilled that 
purpose). What is significan t about [h is exercise, howeve r, 

Not oll/y has the SlIrve)' preserved the Jorm oj many 
importa /It a lid historic buildings Jor posterity, bitt also 

it has prodllced alld brought together sl/ch a WIde range 
of subjects ill every part of the collllfry that for theftrst 

Henderliter House and Store (Robert Crittenden Re sidence) , 2nd & Cumberland streets, Little Rod:, Arkansas; Prather 
Reynolds, photographer. 1934; HABS No. AR-32-2 . The house and store building was constructed by German Jesse Henderllter 
about 1B30 of logs covered With siding . It is considered historically important as the 1835 meeting place of the last territorial 
legislature. 
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Miners ' Un ion Holl , B Street, Gold Hill, Nevada; National Pa rk Service, May 1940; HABS No. NV-15-14. This false-front style 
structure was erected dunng the late nineteenth ccntury as the union hall for the local miners located Just outside Virginia City, 
the town was cstablished in 1862 to take advantage of the Comstock lode, a major deposit of silver are, and had a population of 
about 8,000 in Its hey-day. 

rime Ills pOSSIble ro begllllO realize tile riclllle~s of the 

field of eo rly American architect Itre ... The variel), (III(/ 

extent of the I-fABS records ill the Ubrary ofColl1-:ress 
alld thefirsl comprehensive ollilille of the history of 

Americal/ architecture are the lu'o featllres whICh wtll 
make lite SlIrt'ey of perf/WI/ell I (/1/(/ ilicreaslllg valllc. II :!] 

Other program guab were more ca~tI)' met. Many II All~ 
architect., M1W a~ their main objecl1ve the creal10n of a 

database of primary source matc rial .. , mi ning hi~luric 
buildings for architcctural motifs 10 be lIbcd for their own 
reSlOratlon and Colonial Rcvival (lc~ign projecb. In fact, 
the anemion 10 delail within the HABS drawi ngs sets is 
striking. And, pcrhapb even more than economic relief, 

HAH~ administ rato r~ touted the benefits of the program's 
"educat ional work" lu the archi tects and draftsmen they 
employed. A~ W'I~ ~L;:lled among the reasons for conrinuing 
the program, 
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This {be/lefit{ is /lot ollly ifl{gailllflg) knowledge 

of tile ea rly Sl rlfClI/res tltellm:/ve.~ a lid of their 

arcllltecturaJ derails, bill also ill/their} draftsma/lship 
alld allllllprot'ed abIlity ill desigllillg bOlh ill the 
C%llial styles alld others because of a doser 

knowledge of the fUllctlOIlS of tile dlfJere/lt parts of 
the vllildillg alld a sellse of proporliOl1 which tlte 
early arcli/teclIIre of tlti.~ cOllmry possessed to a 
remarkable degree, a fld which is brought home to the 
field workers thruugh the weosllremems alld drawmgs 

which they lIIake.l1 31 

Thi~ wa~ particularly' rue during the later years of the 
survey era ah beller-l rained architeCI~ moved off the 
unemployment roll~. 

Ihc initial HA BS proposal called for a hhorl-Ierm program 
la;;ling only a few months. as was dictated by CWA 
glJidelinc~. Howevcr, hy mid January 1934 the program 
employed 772 pcople. I~a ~ed on th is accomplishment, 
program administrator<; Vint and O'Neill were able 
to !.ucce~!.ful l y lubby for an cxtension of the original 
termination date ofrebruary 15, to )\Iay I. at which time 

Taylor-Cunningham Hause (first), Rogersville vicinity, Alabama; Alex Bush. photographer, July 1935; HABS No. Al-377-A. 
This log-constructed, "dog·trot" style dwelling was typical of the settler's homes built in many parts of the south during the 
nmeteenth century. The Cunning hams built a second, more substantial and stylish house on the property in 1858 Accordmg to 
the photo caption. the section to the rear is the "old slave kitchen.~ 
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PROFILE OF A HABS DISTRICT OFFICER, FRANK CHOTEAU BROWN 
Frank Chouteau Brown (l876-1947)l il was the HABS 

district officer for Massachusetts and then regional 
district officer for all of New England. His work 
for HABS was both noteworthy and typical of the 
qualifications and experience district officers brought 

to the Survey. A long-time resident of Boston, Brown 
was born and began his architectural education in 
Minneapolis. He then continued his studies at the 
Boston Art Club and through European travel. In 1902 
he opened his own practice in Boston and joined the 

American Institute of Architects . 

Brown specialized in designing domestic architecture 
and was an avid student of the historic structures 
that would inform his work. A skilled draftsman. 
his measured drawings were widely published in the 
White Pine monograph series on historic American 
architecture and his books such as New England 
Colonial Houses (191S). Brown served as editor 
of the journal Architectural Review from 1907 to 
1919. He also brought an interest in architectural 
education to HABS, having published the primers 
Letters and Lettering (1902) and The Orders of 
Architecture (1906) early in his career. Brown joined 
the faculty at Boston University in 1916 and became 
head of the department of art and architecture in 
1919. With his dose friend William Sumner Appleton, 
founder of the Society for the Preservation of New 
England Antiquities, Brown tirelessly championed 
the documentation and restoration of New England's 

all CWA funding wa~ ~chcduled to end. The bu rden of 
.. ccur ing funds th em fell to (he disnier officer .. and 10 
John O"h:ill:J!> program cOOrdlnalor. Ihrough Iheir 
rcsollrCl:fll lnes~, the surveys were able to conlinuc a~ ~t::ltl'­
spon!'.>oreu WPA funded initIatives. An exhibition of the 
H A BS d nlwings and photographs, which opcncd on April 4, 
1934 at the National Museum, also helped rai"!'! awarene~!) 
about the program.IHI Concurrent with the exhibi t ion , and 
prior to the arriva l of the May 1 terminus, Vint and Holland 
prepared a Tripartite Agreemem hetween th e.: Na tional Park 
Service, the Library of Congress, and the American Institu te 
of Archnects that mode HARS pcnnanent. Documentation 

historic architecture . He brought a regional view to 
the study and emulation of early American architecture 
indicative of the most accomplished practitioners of his era. 

With the HABS district officer position, Brown was able to 
channel his years of research and delineation into a public 
archive. Brown also presided over the only piece of the 
planned Outline of the Development of Early American 
Architecture volumes to be published - the Massachusetts 
chapter. Leicester Holland at the Library of Congress wrote 
to Brown in 1935: "How you manage to do all you get 
done in Massachusetts Is more than I can see. If we can 
only get proper travel allowances there will be no holding 
you,',fjll Like most of his HABS counterparts, Brown advised 
the Park Service regarding the acquisition and restoration 
of local properties, such as the Shirley-Eustis House in 
Boston and the Derby House in Salem. Brown continued 
producing HABS drawings even as the WPA survey was 
discontinued. Upon his death in 1947, he was still working 
on numerous HABS projects in the Boston office he shared 
with Appleton. 

Notes, Prof ile of A HABS Dis t ri c Off icer 

iliOn Frank Chouteau Brown see Withey and Withey, 81, 
a ndcorrespondence 1 n Entry 7 State Organizat ion Fi I es, RG 515-
Records of HABS/HAER, National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA), College Park, MO. 

)iiI Letter Holland to Brown, (28 February 1935), Box 9-
Massachusetts, Entry 1, RG 515, NARA 

would contmue to be generated under the guidance of the 
National Pa rk Service. With technical support and advice 
provided by the AlA, Ihe procedure~ for the production of 
archItectural documentation would be standardi zed. And 
through the involvement of the library, the collec tion would 
be mamtained in n lasti ng, publidy accessible. national 
repository. As it was 'i lalCU, 

The scattered sl/r1 teys Iha/ h(we heretofore been 
made through ef}'ur(s ufloCCll orgamzallollS alld 

IIIdividlla! elllllllsiaslll have YIelded helerogeneolls 
results. willi cOllsiderable dupllcatioll, ami have been 
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" Drummer " Samuel Stehon House, Hanover Center, Massachusetts, Frank Choteau Brown, delineator, 1943; HABS No. MA-611. 
Brown was the former HABS district officer for Massachusetts, and like many, continued to produce HABS drawings after the WPA 
survey ended. This one was produced in conjunction with the Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquities and the 
local chapter of the American Institute of Architects. Brown's drawing skills ranked him among the best. 

of firtfe practical value to the gel/cral public . .. 

A comprehellsive a lid COflllllUOllS lIatlOlIal survey 

;s rite logical cOllcerll of tile Federal Goverllme1lt. 

Thb unique combination of public-prn'are support allowed 
for the t·ontinucd survivai of t he program. 

HABS also became a proving-g rou nd for fur ther federal 
involvement in [he field or histo ric preservation. Inter ior 
Secretary Harold I cke~ was interested in setting up a 
" Hi~lOric Buildings Branch" within N ilS that would become 
the ba~i~ for the dcvclopment of a program for a "Federal 
reconstruction and pfl;~crvation plan."II~ 1 A.ssistant 
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Secretary Arthur De maray, noting the growing numbe r 

of HA BS stal C 'i ll rVL'y~, ~ugge~ted merely conunuing the 

program for Ihal purpose. Although ulLimately not the goal 

uf the HA BS program, fundmg war., provided to ~lI~ t <lin 

it through 1935. Ickes a!<,o hired J. (, homas Sch neider 

10 explore the poss ihilities for a federal pre~er\'ation 

program, which included a luur ab road to Mudy European 

gove rnmelll-"pon <,u rcd program", historic sites a nd 

monum('nt~. The'>c and other effo rts culm inated in the 

pa~~age of the II istonc SHes Act of 1935. lhe Act gave 

the Sec reta ry of the Imerior rc .. pnn<iihility for developing 

a nationa l preservalion policy which uhimatelv wa.., far 

broader than o rigi nally cm·i"ioneu. In his official statement 

Icke<i ci led !he pioneering wurk of the Ili s toric American 

Buildi ngs Suney. As first at tem pted by I IABS, an important 

aspect uf th e an wa" "a tho rough survey of all hi<iforic 

sites in this country."1161 \'(' hile the idea of a national 

survey was never forgotten , it \\"a<; <iet aside for now as the 

fundam ental goa l hecame I he acquisition, admini'>lralion, 

and imerpretation ofhistoriC<l1 pi.l rb . Stili, II ABS played a 

<iignificant role in the creat io n of the 1935 ac[ by providing 

a working model and b~' field testing prescrvatlon st raregies, 

many of which are still in practlcc. As summari/ed h~ 

Notes, A Complete Resume of the Builder's Art 

HABS program director John P. O'Neill in a report of the 

first five years, 

By sllbmlttlllg the original plan (IS {/ Chili \\'lorks 

/Administration} project. later by orgalll::lIlg and 

sllpervising tIJe accepted program alld cl'ellwaUy by 
participalillJ.: ill tile three-parry SlIrt'cy Agreement, 

all prior/ojlffy 1934, tile Park Service definitely 

assumed leadershIp m recordillg historic, architectural 

IIIOllll1l1ell/S for a lIat lOllal coUcCIioll more them a year 

before the HIstoric Sites legislaliol/, f11acted III AlI.I?ltst 
1935, I/nposed ,flat respollsibility IIpollthe SenJlce. (17 ) 

Like nil New Dl:al spo nsored programs, the last of tile 

HABS ~u rvey':i ended on the eve of America's entry into 

World \X'a r II. Although this marked tile end ofthc 

':illr\'ey era,the program st ill existed due 10 the Tripartite 

Agreement and the work nfits partners, the AlA, Library 

of Cong ress, and th e N PS. The program was maint<lined 

through World War I[ and the vears that followed by 
donations to th e colli.:<.·tion, particularly by former district 

officer", nnd b\ ~ PS init iated recording projects. 

[I) Sclcued b, ' PS til join I hem were Or \\ 'a ldo li L.cland , cxecuti,·c ::,ccrctan of the AlIleric.;an C.ouncil of learned SocictLc., and a 
hbtnrian ('ml he 'PS r-ducallOn -\(h'isory Board. IlarlcanJame':i. executive directur uf the Americlm Cinc A<,sociationi Profe%or 
Herbert F. Bultun of Ihe ( ·nlver .. uy nf Callfornl3 and a past prc':iident 01 the Americ,lIl Hi .. torical A .... oei:1I1On. Ickes added 
archilect Thorn3., E. T,II) madge of ell Icago and 1.1 . I' rar)" curator of the Clevc land :\ I u~eu III of A rI. 

121 Ouc to a hreak in fund ing, O"clI) was rcgrettabl\ Ict go in 1939, lind replaced hy Fn'denck D. ~lchol~ who previousl\' worked on 
Ihc \\"a"hmgwn, DC distr ict sur,·c\". 

III Charle':i L Petcr<;on , 'Th in' Ycars of HABS:' ,\1/\ Journa l, 'ml.'mher 1963.8-1 

[-I) Corkern,85. 

l'il Hi .. lor!c American Bllildlngs ~lIn'cy, "Ilullctin '\lo. 15: Histo ric Amerkall Building .. Survey Ind ex," 23 I cbru:lr) 193·1. 
I . Accnnl1ng to the bulletin, " Ihl s list will include all mcas.ureu projec t .. performed under the) l i<;toric American Build ing~ 
SUr\·e~'. ;II I <,1 ructures sll~~cstcd for con~idcration under thaI program, and all olher .. 1 ructurcs whICh arc dc,>e rvi ng of permanent 
record for onc reason or an(lIher." 

11'1 I he " "I (htcr l.i~t- was (he first offour ··prnduu .... of HARS, m addition to the mca~urcd draw ing::,. photographs, and hi .. tor), 
out) i ned h\ Pcterson. Cha ric::, E. Peterl>ull. Ou r '\Jal iona 1 A reh I\,C~ of l!i storlC Arch itcctu re, Rcpri nted From t he Octagon, 
AJournal of (he American In~titute of ArchileLl':i Uuly,Numhl.'r 19161, 3. 

(1) The card~ included brief hi':ilorical notal inn~ I hal 'iomeumcs wok the lorm of ::,mal l ::,ketch plan:., Ilw\"ing I hem a valuablc 
supplement to the formal culler..: I ion. The card .. a l ~o mcludcd blbhoJ;mphic rcfcrcnce~ to prcdoul> dm;ulIlentalinn in an attempt 
10 avoid duplication of cfforb. The!>te rcfcrl.'ncc" ht.·came Ihe baSIS for climinating buildin~s from sc\ecliull h~ HA RS. , lkewise, 
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Old Fort Rondoll Church , Pickstown vicinity, South Dakota; Roy Oglesby, photographer, 1947; 
HABS No. SO-4. The remnants of this pioneer-era church are all that remained of historic Fort Randall, 
which provided protection and supplies to settlements along the Missouri River. It was documented 
in 1947 by the Corps of Engineers in cooperation with the National Pa rk SerVice in recognition of 
its significance. 
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Acoma Pueblo, (<lsa Blanca Vicinity, New Mexico; M James Slack, photographer, 1934; HABS No. NM·6·n Acoma Pueblo is the 
most copiously recorded site in the HABS Collection, with more drawings than any other, In tact, program founders recognized 
the importance of this ancient village before the survey even began. identifying It specifically as a must for recording. 

<;tructures \'iewed a'> protected bv \'irlut of their uwncr~hip hy gm"crnll1cntOlI or pm'atc Imtnution~ were not mcal.urcd and drawn , 
yet stili received an index card (and, in some ca~c~, a phutograph or IWo). Thl~ Inl'lhodology helps explain some oftht ~eell1ingl\ 
inexplicable omissions from the collection, such as \\"a~hington\ .\-'mlllt \"crnon, WhKh remams undocumented bv' IIABS. 

1111 IIABS. "Bulk·tin ~o.4. "'lca\urcmcllt~ and Ficld 'nIt"," 21 r>cccmber 19H, 5. Ilowl'vl'r, manv deteriorated \lru(;turc~ werc drawn 
a'i if new. 

I") HARS, ··Gr(;ular '0. 1, 11 Oect'mber 1933. Ibid. "Circular '\.0. I, 12 December 1933 . .-\ later bullelln provided a IIsl of questions 
In be ;J\l..ed of thc hu,ldlOg'~ occupant'!, which b~' I ebruan 1<135 had evol\'cd into Bulletin Nu. 40', ··Oulline IIf Wrltlen Repon­
prt)\'iding the bll ... i ... fur the (;UrrcnI and expanded l I AB~ hlstorv format. Thh ori~inal Muutline" a~l..et.l for: Owner, nate of 
Erection. Architcct, Huilder, Pn.'"cni Condition, Number of~lories, \i:ncriaJ.. tlf Con!>tfuetion, Other Exi ... I.,,!; Rccord" and 
Additiunal Data, \Ihidl u~ually ctln~i ... ted of a narrative abolilihe familv and/or the evolution of the hou~e. (The key clements 
of the cu rrent HA BS formm, U ~igni lica nee ~llIlell1Cnl a nd I he h i ~t(}T1ca I context that '!lIppo n s it, as wclill') a !.tll tcmcnt about thc 
arch itect ural cha racter, wcre not pa rt of I he ell rI) Su fVe} qlle~1 ion<;.) 

IIOJ HARSCircuiar '0.1, Oecember 12, 1933. 

1111 II AII~ Uulletl/1 ' 0. j, December 29,1933. 

[111 ,\\cmo, reporting lin the "Quality nf\\;'nrk; FI'aluat lO/1S," (author unnamed, but lil..ch b~' Q"eill, oflkial direclor tlf \\;' PA prOjects 
who was responsihle fllr reporl.,), 1937, ··IIA RS" File, RG 69, 'atlonal Archives. 
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I] H ,\lemo (author unknown). Hi'>toric American IJulldlng~ Survey, "'I.'l.'d for Ihe Program." 1-1 Augu,>1 19,7, IIABS File. RG 69, 
N:nional Archi\'e,>. 

It-ll The 'almnal \\lhCUIT1 i"'l.:UrrclHl~ kno\\ n as the Arts & Indu!.lries Huildin~. 

[151 f.K. Burlcw. Admllll,>lrall\'C AssiSlanllO Arthur Ocmara). A .... i .. lanl SCcrCtilf\. 10 September 1934; as cited in Corl,ern. '16 97. 

[\nl l .\. l.ongrc ....... 1 louse Commitlee on Public Land ... I'rc<:.en'allon of I iI~tofic ,-\mt'rlcan Sltt·~. Building ... Ohlect .... and\nl iquilic .. of 
'<llional SignificolllcC, Hearings on H.R. 6670 and II.R 6TH. 74'0 Congress.. lSI scss .• 1935, p. -I; as ciled in Corkern. 102. 

1171 John I' O"'elll.1IABS Admin., Hi~[oric American Ruildinf." Survc\: 1\ Briel Summary 01 the First Five Years, PHS. p. 2, IIAU~ 
Collection. 

Acomo Pueblo, Casa Blanca Vicinity. New Mexico; M James Slack, photographer, 1934; HABS No. NM-6-20. 
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Congress Hall , 6th and Chestnut streets, Independence National Historical Park, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; Jack E. Boucher, photographer, 1964; HABS No. PA-1431 , 
Built in 1789, Congress Hall was the meeting place for the United States Congress from 
1790 to 1800, when Philadelphia served as the new nation's temporary capital. II also 
hosted the inaugurations of presidents Washington and Adams. It was recorded by a 
HABS summer team as a Mission 66 project. 
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Assembling a New Foundation 
Revitolizotion of HABS during NPS Mission 66 

rhe implementation in 1956 of a ten-year program 10 

impruve National Park Service (NPS) facilities and 

infra..,truClurc, known as Mission 66, provided the 

opportllnil} to reinvigorate the HABS program. \\ hile 

focu~cd on the construction of newly conceived visitor 
centers and other support <.,t rue[urc'>, t he program nl<;o 

provideu funding for the prcscrvat ion and rehabilitarion 

of historic structu res, in part icular I hose acquired as new 

NPS Nationaillistoric Site.., and potent ial park unite;, HAHS 

assisted during the planning phal:>c by providing the ha .. clinc 

documentation needed fur rCl>toralion and int erpretation 

of the new sites as well a ... tho..,e already under N ilS 

stewardsh ip. 

At the same time, I-lABS worked to "complete I he survc) " 

of nationally significant Mruclurt!~ thal began in 1933. 
fhis became an inc reasingly mort! challcnging la'ik a') 

the range of what was considered hi ~toric was extcndcd 
beyond the original preference for pre-Civil War, and in 

particular colonial, era struc tures. IIABS began working 

with stale and local prc5.crvation organi7tltions to facilitate 

th e dOCUlTlcntation process while also assisting local 

communities with their preservation nceds. The recording 

of threatened and end'lOgered 5.truClurcs also remained a 

IIABS priority. According to NPS Regional Director Ronald 

Lee in 1960, "The in(luencc of fIABS, now so effectively 

re-activated, is reachmg out wherever hbtoric buildings are 

threarened, or large -sca le preservation programs are being 

formu lated." 

HAB~ documentatlon was undertaken by the central office 

as well as the various NPS regional offices, and also utilized 

architecture students. While studenr groups had engaged in 

HA B~ documemation since the early days, this era marked 
the heginning of the formal summer recording program, 

still in o peration tOday. I hrough [his mechanism, HABS 

I rains t he next ge neral ion of preservationists by providing 

paid experience conduct ing field work, research, and 
documenlal ion of hhlnric structures IU il~ ~tandards. 
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From 1941 to 19')6, HARS was omciall~ inactin: but 
remained a I'ark Service organil.ation. During those ycars 
HABS wa!:. "dependent upon public spirited groups and 
individuab to add surveys [0 the collection:' According 
to Chief Architect Dick Sulton, "architectural schools, 
histoflcal SOCieties, and architects engaged in re.!lteration 
work ha,"c cont inued to scnd in ':>urvcys a.!l they are 
complelcd ... l11 Attempt<, to rc')urreCl the HABS field teams 
of the 1930.., during the po!:.t war ycars were often presented 
in lenm uflhe need to "complete the survey." meaning the 
identifica tion of all significant historical and architectural 
sites and .!Itructures wahin each region of the count ry. 
NOl only was the survey incomplete, but certain areas 
and huilding forms had been left unexplored. The focus 
al tha i time wa., l<l rgel) upon colunial era bllilding~, and 
upon the Grcek Revival building~ of the early republic. 
Logbtk~ wert· aho an i')~ue. In addition, it was determined 
during the New Deal4era survey that buildings owned by 
government, by a historical association, or where the owner 
is "suffiCiently 311ve to the responsibility as a custodian ... 
to be truMed to protect and care for it" that the huilding 
would not he recorded. As Division of Design and 
Construction Chiefl homas Vint later cxplained the 
~itllation, 

The ,wbjects measllred [dlle to lo;;isticai problems/ 
therefore teere those wit/lin easy reach of where the 
IIl1emplowd persons lived. This was a major cOlllrol 
011 what bllildings were measured and photographed. 
As a conseque1lce, tlte program was IIor a complete 
IU/flOllal SIIrvey oj historic buildillgs. Another COllI rol 
that was pllt 011 Ollr program ill the 30's was that allY 
strtlctllre that was 11/ good hands to preserve II would 

lIot be measured alld empllaSls was glVell to those 
struCllIres that ""gill be lost. As a cOllsequellce lIIall), 
of the IlIIporralll blllldlllgs III the COl/Illry were II0t 

mcluded. ll l 

The Idea of crerHlng the nauonallisring called for in the 
1915 Historic Sues Act had nor yet heen reali7ed and was 
still very much on the minds of ,rs adminisl ralOrs. I' 1 
The hoom in new COI1')I ruct ion and acccicrat ing. demolit ion 
of hi<.,toric <.,1 ructure .. during the 1950., added nc\\ urgelln 
to Ihis mi ... ..,ioll. 

Around 1952, the AlA and the new National Trw"t for 
Historic I}re<,ernltion initiated all inventor} project through 
Preservat ion Ofliccr') appointed in man\ local chapters. 
The goal \\a~ to li~t and prioritize all the eXisting bUild lOgs 
buill before 1900, and in some cases, more recently. Ihis 
lhot (produced on what became known as HAB~I forms) was 
Intended to inform I IABS in the eveOl of resuming 
active record 109. 

Overcrowding <lnd deteriorating facilitic~ prompted 
NilS DireclOr Conrad Wirth to prupu~e a major capital 
improvement initiative to President Ei::.enhower in 1956. 
Duhbed ht\1i1. .. ion 66;·lhi1. 104year program sought to 
upgrade and expand facilities in time for the Park Service's 
50 Lh anniver1.ary 10 1966. Mission 66 also offered nn 
infUSion of staff and funding for planning and rC"iearch 
prolects such as !-l ABS. A booklet callcd Our Her/laKe, 
puhlished to promore Mis<;ion 66 to the public, includcd a 
reinvigoratcd HABS as a \'ilal planning tool for till' '1ational 
Park Scnice. Here the idea of completing the ~urve~ was 
presented in term.., of promptl) re(."ording hi~toric buddings 
hefore "adequate information ... (is] lost forever:' 

The reactivation of IIABS with Mission 66 funding came 
about due to the perseverance of Office of Design and 
Construction personnel. Chief Architect Dick SUllon 
proposed a series of field offices staffed hyarchitects, 
photographers, and historians be instituted for a 104year 
period 10 order to "complete the work of recording historic 
butidlOgs."I~1 At the end ofrhis period, he envi ... ioned 
a smaller Washington office ~taff to produce additional 
records ao; necessary and act as liaisons wit h the I. ibrary of 
Congress, American Institute of Architects, and National 
I rust. Sulton descrihed an opport unit y nOI only 10 revive 
the program, but also to provide a more complete picture of 
American architect ural history by moving beyond the 19301. 
geographical constraints of worl..ing in 'lre .. ~ needing relief 
t'mplo~ Illcnt, and b~ including ::.tructures built after the 
Ch:il \X"ar era as well as those prcviou':>ly b~ pa~~cd in favor 
of endangered ones. 

\,,' hile the documentation methods and goab remamed 
cunsi~tent, the operating structure of 11ABS needed to 
change with the lime!:.. The economic condItions were 
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Soddlebock ledge lighthouse, Ro(kland vicinity, Maine; Cervin Robinson, photographer, 1960; HABS No. ME-79. 
The documentation of th is 1839 lighthouse on the Penobscot Bay was part of the Maine Mid -Coast Survey, one of many 
state surveys undertaken with Mission 66 fundlrlg Drawings were also produced by a student summer team. 

d rast ieally different in the boomIng post-war years. 
I he 1910s su rvey model of dis[fict offiees staffed by 
unemployed draftsmen waS no longer feasIble. Instead 

architecture studenb to uocumcnt Indcpcmknce Hall and 
other Philadelphia ~tructures.l~ J 

HA BS work was increasingly done by archaecture 
:;' Iudcnl sa nd fncul t y working with N PS architects from 
the On1ce~ of Design and Cons! ruct ion in Ph ilade lph ia, 
San Fr:10l:il>co, and Washington, DC. Students had 
participated in documentation projects si nce the 1910s, 
but this new emphasis on summer recording teams hecame 
the dominant model for IIABS. In 1951 , The Eastern 
Office of DesIgn and Construction (EODC) began hiring 

When he joined the Philadelph ia oflicc a~ Supcrvbing 
Architect in 1957, Charles Peterson, along with Hi~lo r ical 

Architect Penelope Ilanshorne Batchelt' r, led the teams 
of a rchitectura l students. The students were thus given 
opponunlues for close study and delIneation of historic 
American architecture that had become less cenlral [0 

architectura l education. Many of these studenls became 
leaders in t he growi ng field of historic preservation as the 
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Shaker Centre Fam i ly Tru stees Office, spiral stairway, Pleasant Hill, Kentucky; Jack E. Boucher, photographer, 1963; 
HABS No. KY-81. The Pleasant Hill Shaker community was settled in 1805 by European immigrants wha were part of the 
"Kentucky (religiousl Revival." The graceful stairway in this 1839-1841 structure is an example of the plain yet elegant 
craftsmanship that characterized the Shaker style. Its documentation was undertaken in preparation for restoration. 

early model provided by HABS informed the genesis of a 
federal preservation system administered by the ational 
Park Service. 

Independence National Historical Park and other early 
NPS-initiated documentation projects were conducted in 
connection with the designation of National Historic Sites. 
HABS work often was completed as part of the transition 
from federally designated historic site to Park Service unit, 
including documentation for sites such as Salem Maritime 

National Historic Site, the Cape Cod ational Seashore, 
the Adams ational Historical Site, and Harper's Ferry 
National Historical Park. 16] The Annual Report for Fiscal 
Year 1958 (July 1, 1957 - June 30,1958) provides a useful 
overview of HABS as first revived during the Mission 66 
years. 171 Administration of the program was provided 
by staff of the Division of Design and Construction in 
Washington, DC, Philadelphia, and San Francisco, with 
small increases in permanent personnel and a summer 
staff of eight supervi ors and thirty-five student architects. 
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These office!> over!>3w t he completion of seventy projec ts 
documenting 733 buildings with ';l{l sheet s of drawings, 

2,298 photographs, and 1,321 d ata ... heets. Park ~crvi ce 
sites figurcd heavily in the work completcd b) HAKS, 

w ith s ummer archi tccts reco rding hbloric 5lruc t ures at 

Salem, Massachusetts; Philadelphia , Get tysburg, and 

Hopewcll Village, Pe n nsylvania ; Fort i\tcHcnry, i\ laryland; 
I-Iarpers Ferry, Wcs t Virginia; San Franc isco, a nd MOnICrC), 

Ca lifornia; and Great Smoky Mo untains Nationa l Park in 
No rth Carolina . 

· .' I 

" " 
, 
, 

, '-' 

OJ '1 
p 
;.-

.' 

• 
j 

" '. , 
• _. 
,. 

..... ,., " .. ~ .... 

~ 
DO 
.. " ......... 

w 

-r 
\<.. 
1-

· 

, , 

.' , 

'. 

, 
.~ 

" 

• 
• 

, . , , , . \ - ---.. ,,' " "" 
~ .. .. ' 
."" " . ," " 

1 , •• ~ , I I \ I 'I" •• • " . " , , ~ . 1 1 1 1 11"1 ' 
• 1 • • • ' " • • 

" .. , , .. .. " .. " I I I I L ~ I I 1 I I I ( \ I 1 ( ... . , . . ", '',, ' ,''' 

The ~ Old Hou s e .~ Adams National Historic Site, 135 Adams Street, Qu incy, Massachusett s; George Winterowd, delineator, 
1956: HABS No. MA-615. Home of John Adams, second president of the United States, this house remained in the family 
until 1926. It became the property of the Nat ional Pa rk Se rvice in 1946, and in 19S2 was deSignated a National Historic Site. 
This documentation was undertaken by one of the first HABS student summer teams. 
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Ephraim Rich House, door sill, Pump Log Point, Truro, Massachusetts; Cervln Robinson, photographer, 1960. Built about 1830, 
the Rich House is a typical Cape Cod-style house of the region. It was recorded in 1960 as part of a larger study undertaken in 
preparation for the deSignation of the Cape Cod National Seashore 

The Park Service managers were assisted in polic~ making 

by a HABS Advisory Board thaI Included some of the 
original disl rict office rs, such as Farl Reed in C hicago, 
Richard Koch in ~ew Orlean", and John Gaw Mecm in 
Sama fe. I I Ali~ also experimcn!ed with photogrammctnc 
documental ion through contract ... with Ohio State 
University and a private compa ny in Alexandria, Virginia. 

T he Historic American Bllilding~ Inventory iniliated by the 
A lA continued. with 1,072 inn:nlOry forms completed th at 
fiscal year. 
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Of course the partnership with the Library of Congress 
and fac il itating usC' of tile collection by the public remained 
key goals of H/\ RS . To thai end a revi~ed supplement 10 

I he first HA RS catalog published 111 19<11 was created in 
19')9. In addil ion to incorporating the recent work done 

wit hin t he Park Service, th e 1959 supp lement recogniLcd the 
variety of donation~ and other contributions that had bcen 
1 rick Ii ng into I hl' collection even since act ive record ing wa~ 
discontinul:d in 19<11. 
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The Chicago Stock Exchange Building. 30 North La Salle Street, Chicago, Illinois; Thomas R. Hauck, delineator, 1965 1971; 
HABS No. IL-l034. The Stock Exchange was designed by renowned architects Adler and Sullivan and was an important early 
skyscraper. the first in Chicago to make use of caisson foundatiOns. It was measured using phototheodolite technology and 
drawn by a HABS summer team with Mission 66 funding . 

A" later articulaTed by Thomas Vin l, the !:opecific l<l!:ok 
of I he HA BS program during the Mission 66 era was 
tu comprehensively record 100 sites each year, and to 
~upplcmcnt I hat work by pholographlcally recording an 
additional 1,000 site" (with an average of SIX views each). 
Repurting in January 1959 on goals for the coming year, 

AMERICAN PLACE Iho Hi-." 

Vinl stated I heir intent to record seventy-seven nationally 
!:oignificant huildings that wcrc "unanimously selected by 
eminent hio;torical and architecrural authorities;' Including 
furt)-~ix thai were owned by the National Park Sen'ice,181 
It wa~ furt her ~taled that HA RS would "collaborate with the 
National Survc) uf lli sloric Sites and Buildings, .. for (he 
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CASE STUDY OF FORT lARNED, NHS, KANSAS 
During the Mission 66-era HABS documentation 

often provided baseline information for restoration 
and development of newly acquired park units and 

critical technical assistance during the transition from 
private to public historic site. In the 19505 and 60s. 
expansion of the national park system increasingly 
included historic sites representing periods of American 
history receiving new scholarly attention. In 1955. NPS 
staff identified Fort larned in central Kansas as an 
important potential National Historic Site representing 
America's westward expansion and mid-19 th century 
military history. Fort Larned was occupied by Army 

troops guarding the Santa Fe Trail from 1859 until 1878. 
The fort, including a collection of sandstone structures 
built by the Army in 1866-68. had been privately 

owned and used for ranching since 1884. local interest 
in preserving the fort led to the creation of the Fort 

larned Historical Society to offer public tours starting 
in 1957. Fort larned was designated a National Historic 
landmark on December 19. 1960. Congress authorized 

purpo~e.s of (ktcrmining wh ich [sites] possess except lonal 
value a.s ,,:ommcmorating or illustrating the hisLnry of the 

United St.lles." As a further mdlcation of the priori!) given 
to NPS properties, the memo stated that HAB~ would 
"continue research in the presen·ation. rchahiliuHion, 

restoration and reconstruct ion of historic.st rllctllre~ 
necessary for use on structures which arc under the 
administrative jurisdiction of the 'Jational Park Service." 

j\lIssion 66 also prodded opport unit irs fur regional 
architectural documentation pr()icct~ that recalled the 
wide ranging su rvey oft he 1910.,. A ')ulllmcr field ofiice led 
by EODC Archi lect Henry Fdw<lnh and Yale University 
faculty memher Osmund Ovcrh ... documented a variety of 

eighteenth and nineteenth ccnlun buildings in \"ermont 
during 1959. Many of the.st' ~tructures had been Identified 
during the I 930.s .survey, but never drawn or otherwise 

studied. A si milar, multi-year effort was launched for 
central coastal Maine. The Mame ,\1id-Coast ~lIr\"cy used 
team3 of !)tudents led by Univers it y of Florida Professor F. 
Blair Reeve3 to produce documentation during the <,um mcr~ 

acquisition of the site in 1964 and the National Park Service 

officially added Fort larned National Historic Site to the 
park system in 1966. 

HABS documentation of Fort larned was administered 
through the Western Office of Design and Construction 
under the direction of Charles S. Pope. Supervising 

Architect. Historic Structures. Using Mission 66 funding. 
WODC hired five Kansas State architecture students and 

Professor Morris H. Beckman. AlA to document Fort larned 
during the summer of 1965. large-format photographs 
were taken by David von Riesen of the Kansas State Photo 

Service department. This team prepared drawings and 
photographs of the nine historic structures at Fort larned. 
including the commanding officer quarters, blacksmith 

and wheelwright shop, quartermaster storehouse. officers' 
quarters, and barracks. The documentation provides a 
detailed snapshot of the site right before acquisition and 

restoration by the National Park Service. 

of 1960, 1962, and 1965. Former Illinoi, dilifrict oflit:cr 
Farl H . Reed organized IIAOS student ~ummer projCl:h 
..,u r\"n team!) in J 963, 1964, and 196'). I'heir docullH:ntation 
focU')('d on Chicago architecture, particularl) the prolO­

modernist work of II. II. Rich3rd",on, l .oui~ Sullivan, and 
Frank Lloyd \'(rlght, such ali th e Chicago Stut:k Exchange 
l3uilding. This overlapping of HA BS ducumentation and 
contemporary scholarly intere<,t in till! work of the Chicago 
and the Prairie ~chon1< .. \\3S a notewonhy foray into the latc 
nineteenth and early I went iet h centuries for the Survey. 

Funding for Mission 66 also <l!towed N PS architects from 
the I.~ODC and \'('ODe to travel with Mudent teams to 
document more remote "ite.s. Clcarh' there was an effon 
underway to fill major geographic gaps in the collection 

and record important vernacular types. For example, 
WODe architccts working with students from Montana 
Statc dot:umcntcd a number of log structures in 1\1ontana 
during 1965. In addition to other Kama .. sites, team.., ur 

Kansas State students worked with WODC to documcnt 
the histuric bUildings at ron Larned in 1964 and 1965. 

40 AMERICAN PLACE "'Ijf H ~I r Aml'r, 11' B Iri"H) ) r'l y 01 .... ·vt.:,, ' y 'Ie Y""o< 



Fort larned Quartermaster Storehouse, larned, Kansas; David von Riesen, 
photographer, 1965; HABS No. KS-26 . The 1867 sandstone storehouse held supplies for 
this essentia l government outpost along the Santa Fe Trail, between Fort Leavenworth 
and Fort Riley to the east, and Fort Union, New Mexico to the west. Fort Larned was also 
a base for Indian campaigns. It was documented in preparation for becoming a new 
NPS unit. 
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John F. Singer House, 1318 Singer Place, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; Jack E. Boucher. 
photographer, 1963, HABS No. PA-433. This 1869 Gothic Revival mansion was 
known In Its day as one of the most pretentious and elegantly appointed homes 
in Pittsburgh. It was built for an iron manufacturer The photographs accompany 
drawings produced by architecture students from the Carnegie Institute of 
Technology 
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Kluge House. Helena, Montana; Charles B. Goldy, Jr, delineator, 1965; HA8S No MT-H. This detail of the Kluge House 
illustrates the German "Pachwerbau· method of construction. It was recorded by student s from the University of Montana as 
part of a HABS team under the direction of the Western Regional office of NPS and funded by Mission 66 

-, his former arm)' fort along the Santa Fe Trail had rcccllIly 
been acquired by the National Park Service and de~ignated 
a National Histone Site. Close to the \X'ashinglOn office, 
st udentteams documented aspects of the Chesapeake 
and Ohio Canal in 1961, as part of the continued effof( to 
manage and interprct that historica l park. The Western 
Regional onicc of NPS uscd Mission 66 funds 10 hire 

<,wdents from the Univcrsity of Montana to help them 
rccord sitc<, such as Gcrman " I'achwerbau" constructed 
Kluge House, in Helena, J\ 1ontana. Ukewise, students from 
the Carnegie I n~titllte of Technology prepared measured 
drawingl> ami other documentation for sites lil-c the clcgalll 
Gothic Rcv ivu l Singer Houl>e in Pittsburgh. 
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R) t he 1960~, NPS leadership was commit tcd to contilltling 
HABS as part of a grcatly expnndcd fcdcral pre~ervation 
system. Regional Dircctor Ronakl Lee featured II ABS 
in a memorandum to Director Conrad Wirth on thc 
Park Service', role in historic preservation, open space'>, 
and urban renewal. lie saw the Park Servicc\" work 
in pre~erving landmarks in major urhan arca~ ~llch a~ 
Philadelph ia, Ncw York, Boston, 51. Loui~, and W~lshington, 
DC as vitally importa nt to broadening the cu ltural and 
geographic ,",cope of thc park ~yMcm. Establishing popular 
park units in urban areas brought a much larger percentage 
ofthe population into conlaCI with the NPS. Even more 
broadly, advi'lory program~ ~uc h as IIABS, the Nat io nal 
Survcy of H btor ic Sites and Buildings, and the Nalinna I 
Recreation Study could assist with prescrvat ion initiat ives 
beyond the National Park system. I.cc wrOle ~pccifically 
of H ABS: 

Notes. Assembling a New Foundation 

II/ storie AllleriCU/1 Bllildillgs SIII'l)(~Y crews have 

gathered, (/1/(/ are g(l{herillg much data of great illterest 

(JlIli vallie to IIrban plal/ners. H A HS contribllted 
/lotably to the background for the College Ifill plall 

/11 PrOVIdence, Rhode Is/aI/d. They have also gwell 
vaillable assistance ill Am1Opolrs, Alarylalld, w"ere 
a major historic preservation program IS ullderway. 

The inlillellce of I-IA BS, IIOW so effectively re.acrivated, 
is reaching olit wherever hlstol'lc buildings are 

threatened, or large-scale preservatio" programs (Ire 
beingforllllllated. IQI 

Thil> period of developmem culmi nated with the end of the 
M iSl>ion 66 initiative, the fifticl h ann ivcr::;ary of t he Nat ional 
Park Service, and pac;sagc of Ihe 1966 National J Jistoric 
Preservation Acl. 

III Letter, Did ~ultun 10 \1i~~ Chr1~tle l\\cfall, (19 August 1955), 80x I, RG 111, l'\ARA 

121 ,\lPmor:lnnl1m, Ihom;\s Vin!. Chi~f of D~sign lind Con,,' ruction to Members of the HABS AdvislIf) Buard, 27 January 1958, 
Records of the Advisory Board, General Corre"pulldence 1913· 1979, RG 515. N3Iional Archivc!>. And in fact, <;nme regions were 
unable to sponsor HA8S sUf\'eys at all. Thi~ wa" gener<l ll y eIther bccause there was no sponsor or AlA CCJI1tact to undertake 
the work, or not enough architeu:,ull the rolh uflhe unemployed to make it wor\.;. Also. be(;ausc the Imtia1 program began in 
January, In northern regions where the weal her (;unditiun<; were unf'l\'orable, no surve, was attempted. 

III I he Historv Branch wasen;ntual1~ formed for the purpose of creating a nationalli .. ting, <.,upplantlng II AI3~ micas! in thcon 
as the li:.tingagency. In actual it), the goal wa<; nOi realized umil the creation ufthe 'Jational Register In \966. 

I~I J\ tcmorandum, Chief Architect to Chairman, Steering Committee, 1\ \ i~.,i()n '66, ('\0 )\\:lrch 1955), Box I, RG 515, NARA. 

I~I \'(/hlle the summer program started at Imlcpendence Park in 19'iI,lI then expanded to include the new park at Harper's Jerry, 
\'{'e<;1 Virg.lnla and was taken up b,' the Washingtun ,lIld San Francisco offices. PClerson, ~Thirtv Year:. uf IIA R~," 8'i. The 
precedent (or ~lUdent work. however, was sct in the 19'\O!> at Ihc Umver"ny of \"Irgmia, the Universit), of 1\C\\ Hamp"hlre, Armour 
In"lilule o(Technology (now IlhnOIS Institute of Technology). AllIh(ll11:L Polytechnic Institute, Clemson College, and George 
Wa<.,hlnglun Umverslty. Pelerson, "Our National Archh'es,~ 4. 

161 Extract from the minutes of meeting of Ad,i"ur) Hoard, Gr,lIld "I CIOn Nmiona l Park, September 7·9, 1 ?'i'i. II i<; staled "Whereas, 
s ince 1953 the nat ional Park Service has develuped a vc ry succes<;f u I progra m of:.u m mer employment of a rchlleCIll ra I SI udent s for 
recording Illstonc buildings recelltly acquired by rile Service," National Archives RG 515, Record .. ofl he Ad,·i.,ory Board, General 
Correspondence, box 1, 1953-1968. 

171 Annual Report to the National Advi,ury Roard of IIA155, l iscal Year 1958, Box 1. RG ')1;, '\.ARA. 

181 Melliorandum, Thomas C. \lnt, Chief of Design and Construct iun HI Chief of Program .. , "'lislOric American Building .. Sur\'e~ 
Program 19;9· 1966,7 January 1 q59; National Archives RG 515. Rccurd~ of t hc Chief of Planning, 1951 1968. box 1. 

191 \1emnrandum. Regional Director to Director. (2R July 1960), l'\otebook 'Jo. 9, RG 23 Mission 66 Cullect iun, Harper'~ I:erry. 
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John G . Wil son Building, Shenandoah Street. Harpers Ferry National Historical Park, West Virginia; Jack E. Boucher, 
photographer, 1958; HABS No. WV-229. Originally built as a store and residence in 1825, it was converted for use as the 
Stagecoach Inn in 1830. Troops were quartered here during the Civil War. 

AMERICAN PLACE The HI)lori( American Buildings Survey 01 SE"VCnly live Year', 4 5 



46 

Richfield Oil Building, 555 S. Flower Street, los Angles, Cal.fornla; Marvin Rand, photographer, 
1968; HABS No. CA· 1987. HABS worked with the Southern California Coordinating Committee for 
Historic Preservation to record this icon of modern architecture before it was demolished In 1968 
Built in 1929, the Richfield building was influenced by the Art Nouveau and Cubist styles, 
and considered a marvelous blending of applied arts and architecture. 
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A Framework to Build Upon 
HABS and the Impact of the National Histori c Preservation Act of 1966 

'n 1966, t he enactment of the Nn(ional il istoric Preservat ion 
Act (N HPA) marked t he bcginningof a new era in federal 

preservation. The addition of 'iignificant cultural resource 
program~ created new opportunities for federal outreach 
and increased profe!.!.ionali/3Iion. Thc establishment 
of the National Register of Hi~lOric Placcs, for example, 
fulfilled the "su rvey" role envisioneu by HABS and 'i0 

al lowed HA BS to focus on irs core miss ion- producing and 
rna king available to the public documentation o f ~ig nifi <':'lnt 

architectura l resources. The 1966 Act invoked t he languagl! 
u'icd to justify the HABS program a few decades earlier, 
citing I he nat ion's vanishing architectural heritage and 
I he vilal need to preserve a legacy of our culture for future 
general ions. The Act deemed it "necessary and appropriate" 
fur the fede ral government to provide support to private 
agencies and to sta re and local governments u ndertaking 
hi ~ lOric prese rvation initiatives. 

H ABS LH.::g.<lJl partncring with various organiza tions to 

document their historic 5t ruct ures as a means of breathing 
life into depressed downtowns, and alleviating the effec ts of 

urban renewal and other threats. Also, under Sec tion 106 

ufthe N H PA, a mitigation program was in itiated whe reby 
historic sit es that are a lt e red or demolished as t he result 

of federally fu nded projects are to be recorded to HABS 
standards. It was intended that the ducumentation be 

included in the II ABS collection at the Library of Congress 
as a permrment record for future generation!:.. 

Anot her resu lt of the N H I'A legislation was the 
increased profes~ionali7a l' ion and spec ia li73tion of 
federa l preservat ion programs t hat has served to g reatly 
expand t he dept hand breadt h of architect ural study 

and ducumentation. This trend was most significamly 
manife~ted within HABS by the creation of the Historic 

American Engineering Record (HAER) in 1969. Ahhough 
!-lABS had included in its recording efforts st ruCI ures 
such as milb, work~hup~, bridge~, and lighl houses, 
I-I AER was created .\Ipcc ifi ca lly to duculllent America's 
indust rial a nd engineeri ngachievemcllts. The early HAE R 
drawings reflect the attentiun to architectural design 

and construction indicative of II ABS documentation 
that eventually gave way to a stronger focus un indu~trial 
processes. 
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Big Beth el Church, Auburn Avenue, Atlanta. Georgia; Paul Dolinsky, delineator, 
1979; HABS No. GA-1170-C The church is part of the "Sweet Auburn" Historic 
District, once called the "richest Negro street In the world" It was later 
compromised by (II highway project. Its documentation was sponsored by the 
Atlanta Office of Economic Development. the Urban Design Commission. and the 
Auburn Avenue Revitalization Committee. 
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"If we wish to have a Jill lire willi greater meanillg, we musl CUI/cerll ourselves 1I0t ollly w Ith tlte hlsloric highlights, 
Inlt we //lust cOllcem ourselves willi the lOtal hentage of tlte IlaliOIl aud al/lhat is worth preservlIIgfrom Ollr past 
as a Iit'j1lg part of tile presel/t. ,,(I( 

This ~u mmary \ tat ement to the findmgs pre~entl:d b) a 
Special Com millcc on Historic Preserv3tion[2( in tht>ir 
book \'(Iith Heritage So Rich encapsulatcs the urgcncy felt 
hy many in rhe mid 1960sas urban rencwal swept away 
neighborhoods and communit ies in I he name of progress 
a nd econo mic growth . Construction boomed. Urhan and 
~uburban development proceeded apace. Highways cut 
across swaths of the countryside, bypa~~ing towns and 
bi ~ect ing communities. Architectllr~\l ~ig ns of progress, 
irrt!vc renllo the past and ja rring in sca le, rep laced I he 
buildings and symhols of past cra!) in bruad, i ndi~crilllinate 
~truk c~. This visua l intrusion mto neighborhood ... 
nat ionwidc was compou nded by a ~eemi ng lack of direction 
to lhe stc3mroll ing nature of the process. Thi !> trend was 
furthe r compounded by other socia l and cultural uphe:.lvals 
ufthe era MICh as civ il rights, women's right !>, the cu ld war 
a rms (a nd !)pace) race, and Ihe Vietnam War. The rapid 
pace of redevelopmcnt crealed a moment of a\\'arcnt:~!) uf 
preservation Ihat went out~ide the move ment lIsclf, frum 
the loca l area!) affec led 10 I he upper echelo ns of government 
that could enact change. HA BS worked with nutneroll!> 
communiti es to recurd resource.; compromised by these 
changes, and ~u t he subjects of recording became decidedly 
more urban. One example was (he "~\\'ee l Auburn" llistoric 
District, o nce called the "richest Negro street in the world," 
hut compromised by a highway project. Many hi ~toric 
resources were lost, and in fact IIABS was now ca lled 
upon 10 record buildings that were knuwin~ly facing the 
wrt:ck ing-ball. 

Outside o f HA BS, (he preservation movement needed 
!> horing up. Profcs~ional gUidance, both in prc!)crvation 
planning and in I he lechn ical aspects of conse rvat io n, 
rema ined in .., hol'l supply. fhe prlvate wing of the national 
pre!>ervation movement was codified In 1949 a!> the Nat ional 
Tru!)t fur Historic Preservation,111 but was perenn ially 
under-funded. H UD lacked the authorhy to gr~lnt or 
loan monie!) fur re!)torat ion projects, yet had the ability to 

channel federal fund!) towa rd t he acquiSition of open !)pace 
a nd the relocation of hi storic 'il ruclures in designated 
urhan renewal a reas. r ~ ( 0 organi/at ion had thc authority 

10 coord inate thc activities uf fedcral age ncies , or I hose 
ngcncies' programs and object ivc~ with those implemented 
b) ~tfll e and local enuti es,fSJ And the Fede ral Highwa) 
Program was only beginni ng to conside r a roadway'!) impact 
on architectural, archaco logical, and paleonto logica l 
ar tifacts.(61 Doing what t hey could , I he National Trust 
teamed up with II ABS un a number of preservation 
initiatives during the 1970s. For example, HAllS recorded 
resources in Mad bon, Indiana, dcsigmlled by the Trust as 
one of its firs t "Main Stree t" revitali/31 ion projects. 

At the tlmc, the ovc ra rchi ng perspectivc and concerns of 
preservation were national in !)COpc. Pre-;e rvat ion policy 
was inherently federal, hinging upon a IlU mber of 
significa nt Acts. The Antiqllitic!> Act of 1906 was directed 
to t he protection of resources already on public land?1 
Thc crca t ion of the Nat io nal Park Service with the Organic 
Acl of 1916 charged the Service with prumutingand 
regulating the "use of natlooal park~, monllment~, and 
rc~c rvai ion!> \ ... ]to conscrvc the scenery and the n~llIral 

and hi~ loJ'ic objec ts and Ihe wild life therei n, [ ... allthe 
while providi ngl for I he enjoymenl of the same in !)uch 
manner and by <;;uch means as will leave them unimpaired 
for future generalions".11I1 I he Histo ric Sires Act of 1935, 
ag'lin, concentrated on I he prese rvat io n of his[Oric and 
cultural resource~ of nat ional stat ure.!"( More specifica lly, 
t he 1935 Act c<Lllcd fur the identification or recognItion 
of properties of except iunal value thai commemorated or 
illustrated American hi!)to ry.]lOI Because it was conducted 
with an cyc loward potential unib of the Na tio nal Pa rk 
Sy~tem, I he historic sites survey ult imatcly g,H'C ri .. e (0 what 
is now known as the National Hi !>lOric Landma rks program. 
'I he inventory generated by the !>lI rvcy of hi slorica l alld 
archaeo log ica l sites, buildings, and objccts also has heen 
credited with raislllg public awarcnc.." of American history 
a nd fostennga dcsire to preservc t<Lngihlc evidence of that 
past.(11J 

The f, urvey required by the Ilisto ric Sites ACI and performed 
under the auspices of the Park Service accuunted for o nly 
tho!>e landma rks con<.,ide red and evaluated a!> having 
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200 Block of Moin Stree t, Madison, Indiana; Jack E. Boucher, photographer, 1971, HABS No. IN-230-7. The bulk of the 
recording of the commerdal core of Madison was undertaken In 1978, following the 1977 designation of the dty as a pilot site 
for the National Trust for Historic Preservation's "Main Street" preservation program. Sponsors included HistOriC Madison, 
Incorporated and the Indiana HistOrical Society. 

nat ional Significance becau~e there were no provbions 
for evaluating those ofle~~cr ~ignifil·ance. [ l! 1 Without 
a coordinated national ~yMem of legal protection or 
recognition at allleveb or government, such site!!. 
buildi ngs. and objects. if II napp reciated, were in danger of 
di~appearing from the American landscape. The aut hors 
of Wllh Heritage So Rich rccognil.cd this sy!!temic problem 
in cxi~ting federal pre~ervation law. They also, wnh relief. 
pointed to the presence of the I l lstorie Amencan Buildings 
Survey (HABS). 

Already within the regulatiOns. wit h its purposes aligned 
with the Historic Sites Act provision to ';sccurc, collate, and 
preserve draWings, plans, photographs, and 01 her data of 
historic and archaeologica l sites, hu ildings, and objecb,"ltil 

II ABS bridged the gap benveen the nat ional foc lI o; of the 
llisto ric Sites Inventory that identified NH Ls and the de~i rc 

expressed for consideration of "ou r 10Ial heritage." The 
importance of HABS was highlighted in \f/ith Heritage 
So R,ch because of t he program'~ ~weeping, all~inclusjve 
scope. Its subjech were multi·cultural,l141 urban and rural, 
secu lar and profane, vernacular and high style. IIABS 
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The Cleveland Arcade, 401 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland. Ohio; Martin linsey. photographer, 1966; HABS 
No. OH-2119. The Cleveland Arcade is a noteworthy example of a glass-enclosed commercial retail space. 
one of the most unique contributions to the urban scene of the nineteenth century. 
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recorded ;'a ll examplc~ of American arch itecture wor thy of 
public concern and protecrion."11 51 Ihe materiab produced 
by H ABS, moreover, were readily availab le at the Library of 
Congrc~~; in fact, rhe collection already had proved co be 
"indi~pensable" to va rious prcscrwlI ion project!>. Yet, the 
authors expressed a la rm. Ry their c~tima{e, nearly half of 
the bU ildings documented by H ABS had been destroyed. 

The recom mended tonic for the alhng preserval ion 
movement invo lVl'd craft ing federnl legis lat ion and 
eSlahl i, hilll; regulations to shape and implement the national 
policies al a state and 10c:1.llevel. fhe "national plan" 
recommended by \vith J ieritage So Rich included: a policy 
to guide federal agencies; the Advisor) Cou ncil o n Histori c 
Pre~ervation as the fede ral , ~ta te, and local agency liaison 
between public-pnvate groupe; a nd the general public, and 
as t he medialor bel\vcen federal programs; the Nat io nal 
Register of Histor ic Places and companio n programs on 
state and locallevcls; and economic and tax JOcentives 10 
encournge conservat ion, preservation, and restoration. 
Oul of the book \Villi HerilageSo Rich came not only an 
expre~~ion of the critica l need for hi!".toric pree;ervation 
bu t abo the impetus fo r the necessary legislat ion.[I61 The 
Nationa l I Iisroric Presen'arinn Act was pal>~cd later that year. 
In addition [0 the plan outlined in \'(lith Heritage So Rich, 
N il PA as amended in 1976 "pecifical1y provided a grants 
program for su rveys, plan ning, acqui~it ion , and development 
(the Histor ic Preservation Fund); c!o>tablished 
an environmenta l revie\\ proce~~ and a n independent agency 
to conduct I he re\'icws; and al> amended in 1980, designated 
the State H i" rori c Prese rvat ion Officer as the conduit 
between the state .. a nd the federal government. f17 1 HA RS 
either engaged in or wal> the beneficiary of state and loca l 
recording projcct~ of ~ignificant resources. For example, 
the Cleveland Arcade- designated as a National H istoric 
Landmark in 1975 was o ne offou rteen o;;ite'l slate wide 
recommended for recording for the HA RS colleClion 
by bolh the Amencan Institute 01 Arc hil eCI~ and the Western 
Re~e rve lli storical Society. 

The pa!o>~age of N i l PA In 1966 lau nched prescrvat ionist~' 
"decade of decision" dunng which suhsequent laws and 
regulations further defined collecti ve resp0tll>ibilit iel> to 

Amcrica's cultural and natural herit age.flR) For example, 
in 1969, the National EnvironmeOlal Policy Act went into 

effect; in 1971 , t he legal mandate of N H PA was extended 
by Executive Order 11593 which directed that all federal 
agenciee; ca talogue and care for the important buildi ngs 
under their adminbtratlon. Four years later, the Public 
Build ing~ Cooperat ive Use ACI enahled t he General 
Se rvice~ Admi nistrat ion to acquire and u~e space 10 historic 
bui ld ings. N IIPA was amended to extend the reach of 
pre~er\'ation to cerlified local governments in 1980, and to 
Native American and other cult ural g roups in 1992. 

{.; H PA strengt he ned both the legal authori ty of preservation 
and the profes'lional resource~ available [0 preservationi~t~ 

through the creat ion of a comprehensive nat ional policy, the 
creation of the Ad vi!o>ory Cou nci l on llistoric Preserva tion , 
and I he creat ion o f the Natio nal Register for H i<;toric 
Place~. Adminil>tered by the Nationa l Park Service. the 
Na t ional Register is par t of a coordinated, public-private 
enort to identi fy, evaluate, and prOlect Amt!rica'~ historic 
and archeological resources. [I i ... the oflicial federal list of 
cultural resources wort hy of pre~ervalion. Properties li sted 
in the Natio na l Register include dbtricts, sites, buildi ngs, 
structures , and objects that arc ~ignificant in American 
h isrory, arch iteclu re, archeology, engl neeri ng, and Cll It u rc. 
Today there arc over 80,000 li st ings, including all historic 
units of I he Nationa l Park system and the 2400 plus N H Ls.[IQI 

As a rc those buildings recorded by HABS, Natitlll al 
Regi<"ler properties are distinguished by having been 
documented and evaluated according 10 uniform ~tandards. 
The foundation for nominations to t he National Register 
is the criter ia o n which the propert ies are acce~~ed. The 
criteria we re designed to help state and loca l governments, 
federal agencies, and others ident if) import ant histone and 
archeo logical propert ies worth) of presef\lation. Officials 
could then ensure that the properlie~ receive conside rat io n 
in planning and development decbions. pOI Sections 106/1 [Q 

of:--JI IPA as amended gave teeth to the Natio nal Register, 
reaeratlOg the rcsponsibiliticl> of federa l age ncies for hi storic 
properties under their care and the responsibilities o f those 
parties embarking on a federa l o r federally-assisted project 
involVi ng any historic property included in the 1\arional 
Register.[211 The Advie;ory Council needed to be given time 
to weigh in on the proposed initiative and any adverse efrec ls 
had to be mitiga ted hefore federal funds would be released. 
Of particular importance was the protection of N H Ls. 
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Johnson Wax Corpo rotion Building, 1525 Howe Street, Racine, Wisconsin; Jack E. 
Boucher, photographer; HABS No. WS -284. The Johnson Wax building is one of the best 
known designs of famed architect Frank Lloyd Wright. Built between 1936 and 1939, it is 
noted for its open space, cantilevered balconies, glass-tube ribbon windows, and unusual 
lily-pad columns . 
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URBAN RENEWAL 
The urban renewal projects of the post-World War II period 
can be interpreted as both idealistic and forward-thinking, 

and impulsive and misguided programs promoted by urban 

leaders whose cities were, in many ways, deteriorating 

around them. The physical result of this mainly residential, 

commercial, and civic redevelopment, when coupled 
with associated highway construction, was the wholesale 

loss of entire historic neighborhoods, both the actual 

community and the physical places in which its members 
lived and worked . Urban renewal stands as an unsettled 

realm of recent American history and will likely remain so 

as its buildings and landscapes face their own threats of 

demolition and radical rehabilitation. 

In the 1920s and 1930s, an ever-expanding automobile 

culture, overcrowding in urban neighborhoods, and 

the rise of a regional consciousness, led planners to 
champion regional planning initiatives focused on 

population decentralization. These emergent concepts 
came to full fruition in the decades following World War 

II when sustained economic growth provided the means 

for the mass relocation of people and resources to the 

metropolitan periphery. Regions still largely identified 
with their historic centers, but "downtown" became 

increasingly irrelevant except as a location for employment 
or the destination for an occasional night out; postwar 
Americans increasingly lived, or at least dreamed of living, 

in the suburbs. Suburbanites coasted downtown on new, 
federally subsidized expressways- the construction of 

which had either demolished or geographically isolated 
many neighborhoods- before parking in the hulking 

garages or on surface lots that replaced aging buildings 
in the city center. The antipathy of contemporary 
architectural thought toward history and a more 

generalized consumer embrace of almost anything "new" 
further deepened the nation's disassociation with and 

sympathy for its once vital cities. 

Postwar urban renewal proponents sought to visually and 

economically revitalize American cities by breaking the 
self-reinforcing cycle of physical and economic decay. They 

sought to replace districts viewed as derelict, dirty, and 

beyond rehabilitation-most, not coincidentally, occupied 
by poor, mainly black residents- with sleek buildings set 
into park-like open landscapes. Backers of urban renewal 

frequently promoted the new development as raCially and 
socioeconomically integrated enclaves that featured new 

housing units with modern space and amenities generally 

only available in the suburbs. Upheld as an ideal solution 

to a multifaceted problem, urban renewal schemes would 
reinvigorate cities, slow middle-class depopulation and 

associated revenue loss, and even function as a panacea for 

a host of economic and social ills . 

The immediate effect of urban renewal projects was 

devastation. Residents of areas slated for clearance 
were forcibly removed from their houses, business, and 

neighborhoods through eminent domain. With little or 

no public assistance, they had to find accommodation 

elsewhere in the city and rarely were given the option to 
return once redevelopment was completed . The longer­

term outcomes of urban renewal are more varied . Many 
of the apartment and townhouse developments intended 

for middle - and upper-middle -class residents were and 

continue to be successful, yet within a neighborhood 
they frequently exhibit an aloof, occasionally garrison-

like, character bearing similarity to the socioeconomic 
division and isolation common to suburban subdivisions. 

Racial integration might also be cited as an achievement; 

however, its full potential and impact was undoubtedly 
reduced because the heyday of urban renewal paralleled 
the heights of the civil rights movement and the passage 

of related legislation . In particular, the Fair Housing Act 
(Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968) gave at least 
middle-income African Americans greater ability to achieve 

ownership of a free-standing house in the suburbs. 

The effects of urban renewal on historic preservation in 

America are also mixed . Urban renewal and interstate 
highway construction are widely known to be the primary 
causes of postwar urban demolition. It is estimated that 

by 1966 fifty percent of the properties then recorded by 
HABS had been lost, and the program's "preservation 

through documentation" philosophy became all the more 

urgent as thousands of unrecorded buildings faced the 
wrecking ball.U) Renewal areas did often retain a selected 

scattering of individual neighborhood landmarks, such 

as churches or schools, or an odd block of exceptional 
houses, reflecting "preservation" when the concept of 
historic districts was only emerging and the appreciation 
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of vernacu lar architecture was virtually unknown. Indeed, 
one National Park Service regional officer commented 
that selective preservation of key historic buildings was an 
important component of both urban renewal projects and 

the not-unrelated creation of urban-based historical parks, 
observing: Nmost cities are proud of their history and want 
to preserve at least some [but not all] of their landmarks. M\iil 

Yet. for increasing numbers of people, the marooning of a 
few benchmark historic buildings within otherwise 
devastated acres was at best a token gesture, stripping the 
survivor of its urban context and instituting a not-always­

successful mix of old and new. 

The staggering extent and rapidity of demolition was quickly 
met by an unprecedented level of preservation activism, 
which culminated in the passage of the National Historic 
Preservation Act of 1966. By establishing a system of 
preservation in the United States and fostering the growth 
and evolution of a national preservation consciousness, 

it might very well be argued that the benefits of this 
legislation have outpaced the cultural losses that spurred 
its conception. The conflict between urban renewal and 
preservation maintains relevance in the twenty-first century, 
yet in an ironic manner that was likely not predictable a 
half-century ago. Urban renewal districts are now reaching 
the age when they can legitimately be evaluated as historic 
resources in their own right. Within the system set up by 
the 1966 Act, preservationists must weigh the significance 
and physical integrity of districts doubly burdened with 
buildings whose aesthetic qualities are not yet appreciated, 

and whose historical contexts are linked to problematic, 
however well-intentioned, public policy and 

i ts implementation. 

Notes, Urban Rene wa l 

{II Michael Wallace. ~ Reftectiom on the History of Historic 
Preservation,H in Presenting the Past: Essays on History 
and the Public, ed. Susan Porter Benson, Stephen Brier, 
Roy Rosenzweig (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1986), 
173, for statistic; James C. Massey. HPreservation Through 
Documentation,H Historic Preservation 18 (Jul-Aug 1966): 
148, for HABS and urban renewal. 

liil Ronald f . Lee. NPS Region S Director to the Director of the 
National Park Service [Conrad L Wirthl. 28 Jul . 1960. red 
notebook #9, RG 23- Mission 66, 1955-1966, Harpers ferry 
Center Library. Harpers Ferry, WV. 

While the Adviso ry Council assisted agencies with 
Sections 106/ 110 compliance beginning in 1980, IIABS 
benefited from t he requirement that documentation 
of historic or architect u rally signifi cant properties 
be completed prior to federally funded action that 
re!iulting in demolition or alteration. ln) Section 
110 stipulated that the documentation be deposited 
in the Library of Congress, or another appropriate 
agency so deSignated by the Secretary of Interior, in 
accordance with rhe opening passages of NH PA that 
called for drawings, photographs, and ot her materia ls 
on hi::.to ri c building::.. Exec utive Order 11')91 clarified 
HABS'::. rol e in the mitigative process as early as 1971 , 

specifical ly stating I hat Ihe malerial::; had to come to 
Ihe HABS collection and eliminat ing any potential 
alternative repo::.iturie::.. 12l) 'n t his way, a~ an arch ive, 
HABS complemented the work of I ho::.c organi/,ation') 
that were, and are, entru ::.tcd with lhe conse rvation , 
preservation and maintenance of America'::. hiMoric 
resources. The legally prescribed mitigatiun 
documentation has do ne much to sustain the 
HABS co llection, and by the late 1990s, accounted 
for one-third of the entries. 

Although mitigmive documentation would not 
assuage the authors of With Heritage So Rich, it does 
supp ly primary data on endangered sites for scholarly 
examination. I n effect, the guidelines for creating 
HA BS documentation to Ihe Secretary of Interior's 
Siandard .. provided the methodology for any practical 
application of Sections 106/ 110 recording.l141 The 
HA BS ::.tanJard a lso beca me a Illodel for the statewide 
survey and regi::.tratiun programs required by Section 
110, ns Stare lli storic Preservation Offices inventuried, 
fie ld nored , nnd described rhe historic and cultural 
resources within their states, county by county. The 
legacy of field work lies in a renewed appreciation for 
rhe vernacular expressions of America's multicultural 
past and present found not only in the work of IIABS 
but also in organizarions irs methodology and scope 
inspi red , such as lhe Vernacular Architecture Forum, 
I hat promote the study and appreciation of rhe 
nalion's lotal heritage. not just the highlights. 
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I saac M . Wise Temple , Plum & Eighth streets, Cincinnati, Ohio; Jack E. Boucher, 
photographer, 1971; HABS No. OH -643. This synagogue was designed in the Moorish 
style by James Keyes Wilson, Ihe first president of the Cincinnati Chapter of the Amencan 
Institute of Architects, and was erected in 1863-1865. It was considered to be among the 
best designs of Its type in the country_ 
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With regard to disciplines of architecture, history, and 
preservation, the purpose a nd structure of t he Historic 
Preservation Act of 1966 and its subsequent amendments 
was one result of contemporary changes impacting the way 
Americans documented, understood, and interpreted their 
built environment. Yet It also became a catalyst for even 
greater evolution within these allied fields. 
Beaux-Arts pedagogy and architectural practice, coupled 
with the widespread appeal and influence of the Colonial 
Revival movenwllt, provided much of the methodological 
foundation for the early HABS survey including the 
professional character of its primary practitioner: the 
"architect-historian." The years following World War II 
saw rhe Heaux-Arts architec tural methodology overturned 
by Modernist principles. Broad ly speaking, these principles 
saw little usefulness in the knowledge and study of history 
and t hey had a profound effect on design in this cou mry. 
The changes were reflected III the I-IAOS documemalion 
as well; the drawings become more mechanical and less 
spontaneous as architectural details were relegated to their 
own sheets and the information previously conveyed by 
annotations was left to the historical reports. The reports, 
in turn, expanded in length and complexity as increasing 
demands placed on historians to provide evidence for 
the historical merit of the st ructure resulted in a greater 
emphasi~ on contextual dc\·clopmenL 

By thc t imc of the in it ial passage of the NH PA, a rchitecture 
and architect ural histo ry had hecome largely est ranged 
from each other. Archi tec tural education moved forward 
wit hout history and I he associated demise of the architect­
historian created a bcholarly gap filled by the embryonic 
discipline of a rchitec tural history. I n post-World War JI 

America, architectural histori.,lIlS were most frequent ly 
male, genera lly found in departments of art history, and 
preoccupied with establbhing an architectu ra I "canon" 
based largely on national and international styli~tic 
trends and categones.l2S1 Perhaps illogical in hindsight, 
these historians of buildings had very little to do with 
the grassroots, historic preservation movements gaining 
traction across the country, which traditionally had been 
defined by women saving buildings through local campaigns 
situated on the "~cntimenlal, emotional, and associational 
power of particular p1:.1ceb.,,12"1 The relatively conservat tve 
approaches espollsed by architectu ral historians at this 

rime were also more and more at odds with the ri!)c of.\locial 
history 111 the American academy, a development that wa~ 
redefining the purpose, focus, and outcome of historical 
studies. 

It was within this dynamic atmosphere that the United 
States Congress authoriLed the N H PA, legislation I hat 
outlined an immense preservation system overseen by the 
federal governmem, but practiced largely at the 10c::11 and 
sta te levels.l27J The system generated a need for skilled 
practitioners who could facilely draw upon the knowledge 
and insight in formerly disparate arms of scholarship and 
ac t ivism, and understand both the architectural canon as 
well as the indivisibility of the built environment from its 
hi!)torical contex ts. Through such programs as t he Nat ional 
Register of Historic Places, the NHPA created equal 
footing for hi btoric properties of local, state, or nat ional 
signific<lnce, implementing a broad and flexible approach 
for comprehending a property's significance promoted by 
IIABS since it~ earlic~t daysP81 

In the decades following the NH PA passage, ever-increasing 
numbers of government preservation professionals and 
private consultants have done much to unite the once 
divided territory of "architectural historian" and 
"preservationist.,,[29j Although sti ll not fully reconciled, 
this transition has been greatly aided by continucd, parallel 
academic and scholarly developments directed toward 
an even morc multidisciplinary approach to the built 
environment and its relevant historical contex ts. This 
approach is informed by new methodology and widening 
research areas within the fields of socia l and cultural 
history, archeology, socio logy, and the increased acceptance 
that vernacular buildings and landscapes are as important 
as I he designed and high-style pOI As in the field as a 
whole, HA BS has benefited from the on-going maturation 
of historic preservation since passage of the N H PA. 
II.\> historians have educational backgrounds usefully 
structured through mixed programs and coursework 
in American sllldies, history, architectural history, and 
preservation. As this knowledge has transferred into 
practice, the expectations for HABS historical work has 
been Significantly raised and is now understood to be as 
IOdispensable to full documentation as measured drawingb 
and photography. 
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Th e Republic Building, 209 S. State Street, Chicago, Illinois; Richard Nickel, photographer, 1960; HABS 
No.IL·1004. This early skyscraper was designed by Holabird & Roche and built in 1905 on Chicago's Loop. 
It included fireproof, steel frame and terra cotta construction. The documentation was donated by 
Skidmore, Owings, and Merrill, and was undertaken prior to the building's demolition in 1961. 
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Detail , Republic Building _ The three- part window seen here- consisting of a large, fixed cen tral 
panel flanked by smaller double hung sash windows- came to be known as the "Chkago Window" It 
was used in many of the clty's landmark. early twentieth century skyscrapers . 
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Humpback Covered Bridge. Spanning Dunlap Creek. Humpback Bridge Wayside State Park, Alleghany County, 
Virginia; Charles King, delineator, 1970; HAER Na. VA-I. This was the oldest surviving bridge in the state. Its curved 
kmgpost form was unique to American bridge design. It was recorded as part of the first statewide survey conducted by 
the newly created Historic American Engineering Record . 

As further evidence of rhe coming of age of federal 
prese rva tion programs,l l ll in 1969, rhe Historic American 
Engineering Record was established as a sister program 
to IJ ABS, [0 focus on documenting the indu'\trinl a nd 
engineered components of America's huil! environ ment . 
H A ER deve loped out of a close working alliance bel ween 
HABS and the Smithsonian lm. titllt ion's Mu~eum ur H i~tury 

and Technology (now the MlI~eum or American '-JiMory). ln 

a simila r manner to I IABS, II AER is supported through 
an agrcement bet ween NPS, lhe Library of Congress, and 
the Amcrican Society or Civi l Engineers. This agreement 
was later rat ified by four other engineering societies: 
the American Society of Mechanical Engineers, the Instaute 
or Elec trical and Electronic Engi neers, the American 
Institute or Chemical Engineers, and the America n I nstit ute 
of Mining. 1\ 1eraJlurgical and Petro leum Engineers. 
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becomc a n import:llll prog ram focus. or unril2000 Appropriatc suhjcc ts for documenlatlon are individual ~ite~ 

or objccb, ~lIch as a bridge, sh ip, or stecl works; or larger 
.!.ystcms,l ike railroad~, canal'l , cIccI ronic generation and 
transm ission network~, pa rkway~ and roads. As th e most 

ubiquitous historic engineering ~t ructll rc on th c landscapc, 
hridgcs have been a mainstay of II AER recording; HABS 
il self documented more than 100 covered bridge.!. prior 

wuuld the demand for fun her specialization generate 

another a~socialed program from HA BS; at that time, the 
Histo ric American Landscape.!. Survey \\as born with th e 

hopes of bringing the landscape to the forefront ofthc 
documenrrllion , rather t han considering it a~ th e anchor for 
the historic and cultural resources wit hin and o n it. 

to 1969. In recent years, maritime documentation ha.!. 

Notes, A Framework to Build Upon 

[IJ If/it ll Heritage So RIch [Report o f Ihe Special Committee on Ill storic Pre .. ervat iun], l .andnHlrl.. Reprint Se ries (1966; reprint, 
W<I'lhingtun, DC: Pre~cl'\'alion Press, 1983), 19 ... . 

[21 The report was COIllIII i .... iunctl and published by the Nat ional 1 rust for IllSlo ric PreservatIOn 3nd a Special C:ullllllillee of the 
U.S. Con ference of \ I ayur~. II carne out inJanuaf)' of 1966. a lthough the committee wa~ ca ll ed togel her in 1964 anti tnHcled 
abroad in 196-) to cvalua te European preservation models. 

111 Federaillistoric PreSfrT'lltiofl LaU's. :I!> amcndcd 2006 cd ition, 24 -27. 

[41 Hous ingActs, 1961 and 1965. lV,tll HentageSCI Rich, 190-91. 

[5J \'(lith Heritage So Rich, 19293. 

Jr.1 Ibid ., 192. 

[71 Federai llistonc Presert1arioll Laws, (3~ amcnded) 2006 Edition. 5-6. 

1'1 Ih;d .,7. 

[III Ibid., 12-19. 

[WI [bid., 12. This is prescribed in Section 2 of Ihe Illstonc Site .. Act. 

[111 Ba rry ,\ I ackintosh, TIle Historic Sites Survey and l\'allonalillstonc LOIldmarks ProKrll1l1: A Hislory (DC: DOl , 198';). 

It21 Wlith Hentage So Rich, 190; Barry ,\ \ackinttl"h, Ti,e National Historic Preservalloll Act alld the NOllonal Park Service: A HistClry, 
(DC, 001, 1986). 

1111 Federal Historic PreservatlOIl Laws. 12. 

Past Ii leets Futllre: Saving America's HlSto n c Envlronmellts, edited by AntOl ne tt c J. I.cc (Wa .. h ingtnn , DC: PrC~C l'vu t ion Prcss, 
1992). (Papcr .. prescntcd at NTH P Annua l Meeting, 5,an I r3nCISCO. CA, October 1991). On I he occasion of the 25 1h anniversary 
of N HPA , the Tru!>t conference addressed how far the preservation movement had come, and identified cu rrent needs. One of 
particular impI)rlancc was the recognition of the need to cons ider multiculturaltopic<;, of Ihe need for cultu ral d iversity. See also, 
Anlulnettej. Lee, "Di .. cmering Old Cultures in the New WorJd : The Role of FI hnicity," in The American Mosa ic: l)rescrvmg A 
Natioll's Heritage, ed il ed b) Robert E. Stipe and Antolnettej. Lee (Washington, DC: lJS/ IC:OJ\IOS, 1987), 179-206, especia lly 195 
regarding the HABS project in Nicodemu s, Kansas. 

[t5J \Vllh lIemage So Rich, 191. 

116J \vith Heritage So Rich, HI9 95; Robert E. Supe. " ll i'itl)rit; rre~cr valion: The Process and the Actors," in The Amerlcall Mosaic, 1-34; 
John Fowler, "The Federal Government as Standard Bea rer," in The American MosaiC, 35-80. 

117] J. MyTick Howard, "Where the Action Is: Preservat io n and Loc31 Government'l," in The American MosaIC, 11 9-22; Eli7::lbeth A. 
Lyon, "Th e State~: PrClIcT\'ation in the ,\1iddle,- in The Amencoll Mosaic, 81-112 . 

[18] The phrase "dec3de of decl'llon" wa~ the title ofa speech give n by Nation ,,1 I rusl C hairman , Gordon Gray. to Ihe 1966 Annua l 
Meeting. At t he bicentennial, pre\cn'3tionisls cal lcd for a "decade of progress." 1'(Iltll f/cnwge So Rich , 12-ll 
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Susan Downey H ause, High Street, Harpers Ferry National Historical Park,West Virginia; Jack E. Boucher, photographer, 1958; 
HABS No. WV-23. Used over the years as a residence, store, tavern, and boarding house, this IS a good example of the types of 
buildings present here during the Civil War. It was photographed prior to its restoration as part of a new park Unit. 

11':11 See wfl.JW.IlPS.KOvlhistoryllir accessed 19 \tanh 200ft 

\2UI Ibid. 

1211 r ... ecull\,e Order 1 t 593, codified by the 1976 amendment 10 the ACI. 

12.!) Federal Historic I'reservatiolll.aw." ';1. 

I!JI Mil igat ion dncu ill emar Ion d:lte'> to the 1971 order, and by 1980, devulvell to the RegIOnal Offices of the Park Se rvice. 

[1-11 See Secretar\, of the Imertor's Stalldards alld Guidelilles for II rchitectllral alld £IIKIIICI?/"Il1g DOCllmclltatioll: H tI RSIHA F R 
Stlwdart/s. \'\'ashlngton, I)C Nationa l Park Service, 1990. 

[HI l or the relation~hip between architectural hl\lnry and pre~ervation in the United Statcs, sec Daniel Rluc\tonc, -AcademiCS 
In I ennis Shoe!>: Historic Prc\cn'atiull anll Ihe AC:ldcmy," and Richard Longstreth. "Architectural Hi\tnr) and I he Practice of 
Ilmoric Preservation in the Unitcd State\," hoth IIlJSA II 58 (Sep. 1999); 30U 307, and 326~333. 
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IInl BlueslOne, 301. 

In] For a comprehensive discussion of governmenl ~"'ron~urcd and guided preservation inlhe United Slales, sec I he essays 
in The Americall.Mosaic. 

[llil Longst rc th. 327, for equal importance 10 local, ~t:lt c, nalinlll.t. 

(2'11 Rluc~t()ne, 304. 

1101 ror more on vernacular architect ure, sec Paul Groth, "Making New Connectiom In Vernacular A rchilecture," jSAH 58 
(Scp. 1999): 444·451. a nd c,", ... ay" in the 251h An n ivcrsnry Issue of Perspectives ill Verll(ICII/lJ r Architecture Il:2 (2006/07). 

[3 tl On prhale sector growth between 1966 and 1976, 'iCC Gregor) E. Andrew!>, "Historic Prese rvation in the Private Sector," 
in Tile Americall Alosaic, 209 -21 . 

t(i7:ttV 

~ 
"'RTll COL L,W~ ,."ITO, 

if 
COI.i.I" ,'.F'fOL'·IIDf"llI. 

CARVED STONE DETAlt..<; .". 
".'~ ... 

r-------------.. ""------------------------~~~' 

P.:rr EU:\"ATIO~ 

, --
<:.' ..... 

, • • ,4" 

Jo hn Ba rtram Ho use & Gard en, West Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; Kelton Villavicencio and Kathryn A. Falwell, delineators, 
2001; HAlS No. PA·1-A. The house was constructed 1728-1770 by John Bartram, America's first botanist . The documentation was 
supported by a congressional appropriation for HABS recording in Southeastern Pennsylvania, and aided in the rehabilitation and 
reinterpretation of the site. It was the first Pennsylvania site to be recorded for the Historic American landscape Survey. 
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Church of th e Advocate , Diamond Street, Phi ladelphia, PA; Joseph Elliott, photographer, 2000; 
HABS No, PA-6672 This landm<Jrk site is among the nation's finest French influenced Gothic Revival 
churches. In the 1960s and 1970s it served as the staging ground for the Btack Power movement. 
Its documentation was intended to bring attention to the neglected historic resources within the 
neighborhood; the netting visible in the photo was installed to catch falling pl<Jster. 
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Reinforcing Our Structure 
Enhanced Standards, Methodologies, and Outreach 

In 1983, the publica tion of Tile Secretary of the I1lterior's 
StandardsJor Architectural and Engineering 
Down/emotion established HABS/ HA ER method s as 

the benchmark for record ing by government agencies. 
The Secretary's Standards olltline acceptable practices 
for documenting hislOric sites and Slrue! ures to em.ure 
the adequacy and reliability of the information, and 
the uniformity and archival stabili ty of lhe materials. 

They are used in conjunction with the Guidelilles 
which su mmari ze specific requirements and formals for 
drawings, historical rcpons, and photographs. During 
this era, llABS worked with a number of State H isloric 
Preservation Offices (511 POs) to record a se lection of 
historic sites that best represented that state's own 
parricular architectural heritage. IIABS was also called 
upon to prov ide documentation in supporr ofitnportant 
government sponsored initiatives such as the crearion of 
Nat iOllal Hcri tage Areas like the Sourhwes[crn Pennsylvan ia 
I ndustrial Heritage A rea (1988), and the Cane Ri ver Heritage 
Area (1994); and Congressional fund ing for regionally 
targe ted preservation cfforrs such as those cond uctcd in 
Southeastern Pennsylvania and Rirmingham, Alahama. 

The 1980s witnesscd the int roduction of new drawing 
technologies such as Computer Aided Drafting (CA D). 
T he gradual move from hand drawing to CAD enabled the 
rccord ing of la rge-scalc struct urcs such as the Lincol n, 
jen·crson, and WaShington mellloriai s. Likewisc, traditional 
hand-measuring has been augmented by digitally rectified 
pholograllllllctry and thrce-dimc llsiona l lascr scanni ng. 
I nformal digital photugraphy se rve~ a~ a drawing and 
reference tool along with the large-format black-and-white 
archival photography nece~sary for of11cial documentation. 
The collect ion has also benefited from new technolog ies 
as the documentation was made availab le to the public via 
the internet as part of the AmericlI1l Memory project of the 
Li brary of Congress. Another important initiative was the 
creation in 1983 of the Charles E. Peterson Prize, a stude III 
competition for the best se t of measured drawings prepared 
to I-lABS standards. The prize is intended to encourage 
participation in the documentation process. And in 2000, 
the Histo ri c American La ndscapes Su rvey (HALS) was 
created to explore the intersection between the hui It and 
natural environments. 
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The Secretary of the Illlet/or's Standards for Architectural 
alld Ellgllleerlllg DOWmeIlIGliol" fir~t pllbli~hed in the 
Federal Regi .... ter in September 1983, was created pmnnril) 
to provide guid<lllcC for mitigation documentation in 
accordance wit h tht: Nationail li stor ic Preservation Act of 
1966. The Standards arc essential ly those outlined by the 
I-lABS and I IAER programs ;lnd concern the development 
of documentation for endangered sites and <;lrUClurc<;. 
1\ tost of the mitigation documentation is coordinated 
through the regional offices of the IPS. The lewl of 
documentat ion created i~ dependent on the significance 
of the structure(s) a dctcrminat ion that is often made on 

advice of t he ~tate Hi .... toric Prescrvation Offices (511 POs). 
Mitigation is a major contributor of records into the 
coi leci ion, part iculari) with regard to vernacular structures 
and I ho<;e of ..,tatc and local significance. 

Similar to the "surveys" of the early years, during the 
1980s and 1990s, II ABS conducted a number ofstatcwide 
documentation projects of historic sItes in partnership with 
State Ili storic Preservation Office.:; (~H I'Os) . Thc .... e surve~ 
level recordmgeffofts were largely photographic, but many 
meluded short-form hi<;torical repOrls. The first undertaken 
was in South Carolina in 1986, adding O\'l:r 800 images of 

Indian Fields Methodist Campground, St George, South Carolina; Jack E. Boucher, photographer, 19BB; HABS No. S(-595 
The camp meeting reflects the impact of the nineteenth century evangelical movement in America. These frame structures, 
consisting of two rooms on each floor, encircle the central tabernacle where religiOUS meetings are held. Its recording was part 
of the stateWide HABS survey In cooperation with the State Historic Preservation Office. 
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Doy-And-Night Diner, 456 North Main Street, Palmer, Massachusetts; Jack E. Boucher, photographer, 19B7; HABS No. MA-1231. 
The Day-And-Night is a wonderfully intact example of the Worchester Lunch Car Built in 1923, the diner is const ructed of sheet 
metal and its exterior enameled in cream with red details. It was recorded as part of a statewide HABS survey sponsored by the 
Massachusetts Historical Commission. 

about Sixty structurc3 to the collection. The ~ite~, ~II of 

which are listed in the Natio nal Register of H i~toric Placc~. 
included such varied examples <13 a cotton gin, a Carnegie 

lihrary, a Jvtethodlst camp ground, and a house de3i~ned by 
Frank Lloyd Wright. Similarly in Massachusclts. buildings 
were selected based on th e theme of commu nit y to include 

publicly accessible hi ~toric properties such as Faneuili iall, 
lhe Oliver Ames Free I.ibrary, th e Essex Town J Jail , 
the Ecro Saarinen designed audilOrium at M IT, and the 
Day-and-Night, a popular road"iidc diner. In Alaska, IIABS 
and IIAER worked together (0 record a diverse co llecllon 

of regionally spec ific architectural forms such as fisheries, 
canneries, copper and gold mining slles and their a3sociated 
company towns, rustic senlers' cabinS in the Alaska woods , 
and native Alaskan dwellings. The Alaska survey also 

highlighted many orthe Russian Orrhodox Churches, 
buirdin~~ tha i se rve as rem inders of t he earlier and 

somewhat ~poradic presence of Russ ian hunters and (raders. 

In a few instance3, !-lABS received Congres~iona l 

appropriations for documentation wit hin <;pccific areas. 
In these case3, lhe 3clcction of s ites W3<; determined 
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Sain t G eo rge Rus sia n Orthodox Church, St. George Island, Alaska; Jet Lowe, photographer, 1989; HABS No. AK-50-S. 
The church, with Its characteristic onion dome, reflects the influence of Russian exploration into the Alaska territories. It was 
built in 1936 by the native Aleut population in the style of the original church built in 1833 by the Russian -American Company. 
its documentation was part of a statewide HA8S study of Alaska . 

significance [0 the region'S hi storical and architectural 
development, with priomy given to those that are 
endangered. Appropriations give HABS the opportunity 
to add to scholarShip information on imporrant individual 
structures or building types not previously studied, and 
where funding for such act ivity is ot herwise lacking. 
HAilS partncrs with loca l prcscrvat ion organi.latiuns 
who usc the documentation ror rehabilitation , 
interpretation, and community development initiatives. 
J n 1992, HABS n:ceived a congressional appropriation 
for the documentation of histo ric sites in Southeastern 

Pennsylvania, ru nd ing that buppurtcd an annual summer 
ficld team. An example pruject wab the ducu mentation 
of I wcnty-scvcn or the appruximately 150 extant Friends 
meet ing houseb abbuciated with the Philadelphia Yearly 
Mcet ing. The pruject recognized the region 's ties to the 
Sodety of Friends (Quakers), as Philadelphia was the heart 
of Quaker William Penn's colony. Work on the meeting 
houses culminated in (WO National Historic Landmark 
(N IIL) nominmions, and the documental ion was used 
by the Society and the Athenaeum of Philadelphia in 
an exhibition and symposium on Quaker history and 
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Bradford·Marshalltan Friends Meeting House, Marshallton, Pennsylvania; Jack E. 
Boucher, photographer, 1999; HABS No. PA-110S. The meeting house was built in 1759 
and is still in usc, although without central heat or electriCIty. It was divided by partitions 
into identical apartments for men and women, as aptly demonstrated by this photograph. 
li s documentation was part of a study of the Friends meeting houses of the Oelaware Valley. 
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St. Stephen's Slovak Catholic Church towers, Cambria City, Pennsylvania; Jet lowe, photographer, 1988; HABS No. PA-S672. 
Cambria City lies near the yards of the Bethlehem Steel Company. The church that towers over the rooftops of the working-class 
houses reflects the heritage of the Immigrant steel workers. HABS/HAER conducted a multi-year study to identify, record, and 
interpret the historic resources within the Southwestern Pennsylvania Heritage Area. 

cu lture. The HABS recording of Laurel 11111 Cemetery, 
th e second olelC!)l rural cemetery in America, also rcc;ultcd 
in the fir~l ever NI IL designation for cemete ry dec;ign. 

H ASS doni mentation guided the reinterpretation and 
rehabilitation of the John Bartram I louse, the eighteenl h­
century dwelling of the colon ial botanist; and of rhe 
Wuudland.!), one of the best and ea rliest example" of 
m:oc lassical domestic architecture in America. H 1\ BS 
prujects brought attention to two endangered <jiles that 

have since been saved the 1918 Chester Power Statiun, 
a pioneer 111 the design and engineering of puwer plants, 

and the 1799 LuaretlO QuarantIne Station, one of the olde3t 

public health facilities in rhe country. 1\ project \0 record 
landmarks in Nort h Philadeiphia'3 neighhorhoods, !-ouch a!-o 
the French Gothic-style Church oflhe Advocate, \·'({agner 

Free Institute of Clence, and Girard College, became the 
fucu!> of loca l preservation organi7ations and the University 
of Pennsy lvania to promote urhan rcvilaiiLation. 

Abo in recent years, IIABS has recorded new NPS National 

I llstoric Sites prior to their public opening as an integral 
part of their prc<jcr\"at ion and interpretation plans. These 

70 AMERICAN PLACE Thf1 Hi to ri AmcrrLurr Buddrngs Survey (1 1 c,p.vp n ry . f,vp. Yc-o's 



sites were the Monroe School in Topeka, Kam.a~ involved 
in the landmark Brown vs . the Board of Education Supreme 
Court case; and Manzanar, a World-War II Japanese 
relocation center, in lnyo County, California. The Monroe 
School was the school for Africa n-American chi ldren who 
were denied entry into the nearby Sumner School for whites. 
The legacy of the Brown deci~ion is as the impel us of I he 
modern Civi l Rights movement because it provided a legal 
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fra mework for cha llenging institutional discrimination. 
Man.lanar Nal ional Historic Site was estahlished to 
preserve the ~tories of the internment of nearly 120,000 
Japanese Americans during World War II , and to remind 
us of the fragility of American civi l libert ies. When HABS 
recorded the site in 1994, it included the concrete pads for 
the temporary wood-and-tar-paper structures that se rved 
as housing, the stone guard houses, and remnants of the 
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Monroe Elementary School. 15111 & Monroe streets, Topeka, Kansas; Roland R. Smith. delineator, 1993; HABS No. KS-67. 
The Monroe School is associated with the landmark Brown vs. the Board of Education Supreme Court decision of 1954 that ended 
school segregation. The decision is considered the impetus of the modern Civil Rights movement because it provided a legal 
framework for challenging institutiona l discrimination. It was recorded after being designated a NPS National Historic Site in 1992. 
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Monzanar War Relocation Center, Independence vicinity, California; Brian Grogan. photographer. 1994; HABS No. CA- 2399. 
Following the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor during World War II. persons of Japanese descent living on the west coast 
were forced into internment camps such as this. It was designated a NPS National Historic Site in 1992, and HABS was asked to 
document It In preparation for its restoration and interpretation. 

ruck gardens built by [he internees, against a backdrop of <l 

barren, mountainous landscape. Joday, HA BS COlli inlle~ 

to support N PS efforts to maintain and interpret I heir 
historic propemes through documentation. More recent 
examples include the recordingoflhe Lincoln,Jefferson, 
and Washington memorials; farmsteads at Antietam and 
Monocacy Nat iona 1 Bat Il cficld~ in Maryland, Fort Union 
in New Mexico, and various &truc turc~ within the Natchez 
National Hi"torica J Park in Mis~i~3ippi. 

HA BS also works with state parks and with ot her 
government agencies to document their historic properties. 
With California State Parks, HABS recorded the Weaverville 
Joss I louse, the oldest, continuously used Chinese temple 
III North America, and the military installations on Angel 
Island in San j-:ranci t;co Bay. Documentation of the New 
Deal-era Elephanl HOll se at the Nationa l Zoo, owned by 
the Smi thsonian I nsti tution , occurred before changes 
were made in an cfl'ort to provide an improved habitat for 
the animals. Finally, HABS collaborates with local house 
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museums and mher hi storic property managers to record 
such sites as Thomas Jefferson's Montice llo, in Virginia; 
the eclect ic Victorian-era Mark Twa in House in Hartford , 
Con necticut ; Homewood House, a five-par t- I'a llad ian­
plan dwell ing, in Baltimore, Ma ryland; and Eastern State 
Pen itent iary in Philade lph ia, which became a global model 
for penal institutions. 

Like seemi ngly most aspects of daily life, the methods and 
procedures involved in the doc umentation of structures 
have been t ransformed over the pas t twenty years by the 
digital revolution. New technologies have enabled IIABS 
teams to produce documentat ion that allows for greate r 

de tail than traditional methods, and that are useful in 
numerous ways neve r imagi ned by the program's found ers 
seventy-five years ago. 

WithoUl a douht, rhe single mos t substant ial rransformation 
has occu rred at the product ion end, where traditional 
hand-d rawing and hand-inki ng has been rep laced by 
computer-aided drafting (CA D). Although a handfu l of 
earl ier fie ld projects had involved the tentative and partial 
lise of CAD, the fi rst in -house [lABS projects to produce 
complete sets of drawings in CAD were those to document 
the \X/as hi ngton, Lincoln and Jefferson memorials, begun 
in 1991. While a substantial learning curve was required to 
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Weaverville Jass Hause, Oregon Street, Weaverville, California; Paul A. Davidson. Kathryn A. Falwell. Michael Gibble, and 
Mark Schara, delineators, 2002; HABS No. CA-1452 . Constructed 1873-1874, this is the oldest continuously used Chinese temple 
in North America and includes fittings imported from China. The Joss House was part of a settlement established by Chinese 
immigrants who came here to work in the gold mines. It was designated a State Historical Park in 1955. 
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Monticello. Charlottesville vicinity, Virginia; Timothy A. Beuhner, Isabel C. Yang, Hugh D Hughes, Sandra M Moore, and 
Jonathan C. Spodek, delineators, 1992; HABS No. VA-241 The Landmark home of Thomas Jefferson, third president of the 
United States, was begun in 1769 and evolved over the next forty years or more. The house was designed by Jefferson himself 
and mfluenced by contemporary French architecture, and the Roman classicism made popular by the work of Andrea Palladio. 
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adapt t radit io nal HJ\RS 1111.:1 hod" to CAD technology, it ~oon 

heen me apparent that t he bcncfi t ~ of CAD were a lmost too 
numerous to ment ion . The abil it y to include all the requi sit e 
detail in a <;i nglc drawing (in.',tcad of having to manua lly 
redraw ilems a l la rger scales), the ability for multiple 

draft~man to work simultaneously on a si ngle drawing, the 
ease of copying replicated Items, Ihe ability to plot drawings 

at any scale, t he combining of th e drawing ,lnd inking 
processes, and th e ea .. e of dissem i nati ng drawing files are 

but a few of rh ese henefits. 
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Since th e production of HABS drawings is freq uent ly 
the first step in a building restoration project, th e need 

for digital data by project sponsors for use in facilities 
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Mark Twain House, 351 Farmington Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut; Jack E. Boucher, 1995; HAB5 No. CT·357. The home of 
author and humorist Samuel Clements was completed in 1874. 1\ was designed by Edward Tuckerman Potter and Alfred H. Thorp 
in the eclectic European -inspired picturesque then popular with the well to do. The Clements were known for their opulent 
life ·style. and entertained many notable literary figures at this house. 

management has been a significant driving force In the 
adaptation of CAl) by the HABS office. And the fact that 
data can nO\\ bc scnt digitally to the Library of Congress as 
an adjunct tu the hard copy permanenr records, means that 
HABS prujcct3 can now bc made available on-line almost 
immediately upun tran~miLlal.lI l Although delineation by 
hand remain3 an al.:l.:cptable and viable opt ion, and HA B~ 
continues to receive tlunatiun3 uf such projects, in 2008 all 
in-house II AOS projects were llndertakcn using CA D. 

The traditional l lA BS field measuring met hutlulugy ha3 
likewise been transformed by new digitaltcchnologic3. 
J\lost I IAO projects still involve the use of pend I ficld nute 
sketches on graph paper and the use of standard measuring 
tapes. Ilowever, a number of new techniques have en hanced 
the ability of HABS teams to cap[Ure information and 
data whIle on Site, especia lly where issues of size, height. 
access, time, and complexity of detail are significant factors. 
Concurrent with the adoption of CAD to document the 
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Eastern State Pen itentiary, FairmountAvenue, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; Jack E, Boucher, 
photographer, 1996; HABS No. PA-1729. The penitentitlry WtlS built 1823-1836 and designed 
by tlfchitect John Haviland in a pattern consisting of central hub and radiating corridors 
lined with cell blocks. The mirrors allow guards to view activity In the corridors from 
a central locatIOn. Now open to the public, the documentation was intended to aid in 
interpretation. 
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Washington Monument, National Mall, Washington, D.C.; Jack E. Boucher, photographer, 1993; HABS No. OC-428 . This view 
of the tip of the Washington Monument, taken by helicopter, was part of an effort to accurately record existing conditions as a 
prelude to restoration efforts. This important memorial to our nation's first president was designed by Robert Mills and erected 
between 1848 and 1884. 

I.incoln and Jefferson l\llemoriais, HA BS embraced t he use 

of digital-rect ifi ed pholognllnmctry, primarily to capture 
the intricately ~c ulpted Slone and broil Ie detail integral to 
both buildings. 

Photogrammerry, [he science of using photographs to 
extract dimensional data, had traditionally involved the 
use of fragile glass plate negatives and a large, specialized 

machine (a stereo plotter) in order 10 produce a drawing-
a cumbcrsome and tedious process. The advent of new 
photogrammctric cameras and correhpondi ng sort ware 
(wh ich resolveh iShues of scale and perspective distortion) 
hah facilitated ami ~implified the proceh~ , which can now 
take place on a desktop computer. IIABS has found digital­
rectified photogrammetry useful in a number of situat ions, 
perhaps most notably when the four sides of the Washington 
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Monument were photographed from the U.S. Park Police 
helicopter in order to determine the precise locations of the 
exterior <;Ione joint~ for the structure's elevations. 

Likewise, inexpemive digital C<l lll cras havc proven a hoon 
for II ABS fie ld (eams. Traditionally, tcams lIsed 35mm 
photography in order to capture images in the field for 
reference purposes back in the office. This process 
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!I 

invariably involved bSllCS of logistics and cxpcn!>c, 
not to mention the incvitable time lag requircd ror 
the development and printing of the photos. Digital 
photography has made these issues moot. In addition, 
clear, straight-on photos of relatively small and Rat details 
ca n eas ily he hrought directly into CA D, scaled, and then 
I raced- a I imely and cffcctivc way to cartl! rc field data. 
Digital photography has nOI rcplaced large-format, 
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Jeffe rson Memorial , West Potomac Park, Washington, D.C.; Robert Arzola, Amy l. Darling, Ellyn P. Goldklnd. lynne E. Holler, 
Dana l. lockett, Mark Schara, Jose Raul Vazquez delineators, 1994; HABS No. OC-4. Erected 1939-1943, the Jefferson Memorial 
was designed by John Russell Pope and is recognized today as the last great American Beaux Arts monument. It is an integral part 
of the National Mall, picturesquely located along the t idal basin, and on axis with the White House and the Washington Memorial. 
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lincoln Memo ria l, West Potomac Park, Washington, DC; Shelley M . Homeyer, Dana l. Lockett, Mellonee Rheams, Mark Schara, 
and Jose Raul Vasquez, delineators, 1993; HABS No. D(-3. This memorial to Abraham lincoln was designed by Henry Bileon in 
Greek Temple (orm and includes a statue of Lincoln by Daniel Chester French . It was built between 1919 and 1922. The memorial 
was among the first sites drawn by HABS with the use of photogrammetry and (omputer Aided Drafting. 

surface or a hand-held refl ec ti ve target, determining, 
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black-nnd-whire for formal documentation, however, due lo 
[he need for the permanence and archival stability provided 
by The original negative. 

Lase r teChnology has also proven ex tremely useful for 
capturing information in the fie ld. For the past decade 
HABS has employed a laser total STation, a surveying device, 
on numerou~ projects. The total station shoots a laser to a 

by angle ~nd di~tance, the point's three-dimensional 
location in ~ pace, relative to the station . The data ca n be 
brought direc tly into CA 0 , where, by "connect ing the dot s," 
n three-dimensional model can be con~trllt:ted . The tolal 
station has become the standard device ror the production 
of IIABS sire plans. It is also particularly u~eful for large 
structures, and those involving considerable dis t ance~. 
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One of the most extensive undcnakings invo lving t he total 
station was f he 1999-2000 projec t 10 docu ment Muralla~ 

del Viejo Sanjuan, the historic city walls built by the 
Spanish in I he seventeenth and eighteenth centuri e~ which 
arc morc than two III ile~ in tOlallcngth and close to seventy 
feel tall in placc~ . 

The most recent maJor addition to the HABS arsenal of 
digital field devices is the three-dimensional laser scan ner. 
This device rapidly shools multiple laser points ac ross a 
predetermined field, result ing in a three-dimensional "point 
cloud." Using relatively sophisticated software, surfaces 
can then he mapped fO I he points, and subsequent "slices" 
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laken to produce standard two-dimensional drawings. 
The lase r scanner has proven to be espec ially approp riat e 
for large and highly sculptural structures, such as the 
current , o ngo ing project to document I he Stat uc of Libeny, 

Inevitably, all HA BS projects involve issues of logiM ic:.., 
lime, and COS I, and each of the mcthodologies de~cr ibed 
has its own ad va ntages and drawbacks. The practical result 
of in Ie IIi gem project plan ning is that, in fact, nearly all 
projecb typically involve a combination of the various field 
doclimemation methodologies di scussed above, IIlcluding 
I rad it iOlla] hand measuring. Each of t he devices desc ribed 
is si mply an item in the II ABS "tool kit." While, as noted, 
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l . A . Leonard Born , Old Moscow Highway, Pullman vicinity, Washington; David Berger. delineator, 1985; HABS No. WA-168 
Erected in 1917, the leonard Barn is one of the few remaining of numerous round barns built in the state during a period of 
agricultural experimentation . The drawings were produced by students at Washington State University as an entry in the Charles 
E. Peterson Prize, a competition held annually since 1983. 
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Henry W ill iams House, Nicodemus, Kansas; Clayton B. Fraser, photographer, 1983; HABS No. KS-49-T. Nicodemus, Kansas 
represents the earliest and most prosperous Midwestern settlement associated with the massive westward migration of former 
slaves out of the south during reconstruction. Although no longer as populated as it once was, the town is recognized as a unit 
of the national park system. 

adva nces in digi taltech notogy lu1Vc revolut ionized thc 
docume ntat ion process, ultimately, as wit h any tech nology, 
it is the selective and appropriate use of the "tools" available 
which results in a successful doc umentation project. 

An important student initiative created in 1982, the Charles 
E. Peterson Prize, honors one of the founders of the 
HARS program. The prize, which is cosponsored by the 
Athenaeum of Phi ladelphia and the American Insti tu te of 

Architects, is intended to inc rease awareness, knowledge, 
and ap prec iation of histo ric buildi ngs among universi ty 
students while adding to the permane nt HABS collection at 
the Libra ry of Congress. To date, more than 2,000 students 
from Sixty-e ight colleges and universities have parricipared 
by completing more than 500 ent ries and almost 5,000 
shee ts of measured drawings. The students have been, 
for the most part, architec ture students in addition to 
architectura l hi story, histor ic preservation and American 
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THE CANE RIVER NATIONAL HERITAGE AREA 

'-

Cone River G in Company, Highway 119, Natchitoches Parish. Louisiana; Jack E. Boucher, photographer, 2002; 
HABS No. LA-1312. The documentation of the Gin Company was part of a larger. multi -yea r effort to record the history 
and architecture of the Cane River Heritage Area that will aid in the preservation and interpretation of this region. 

The Historic American Buildings Survey and the 
Historic American Engineering Re<ord have prepared 
documentation in a number of National Heritage Areas, 
including that in the Cane River region . National Heritage 
Areas are places designated by Congress in recognitIon of 
a cohesive, yet distinctive landscape peppered with natural 
and cultural resources. There are thirty-seven National 
Heritage Areas today, each locally-managed through 
public-private partnerships, agreements that include 

federal, state, and local governments. Working through 
such partnerships fosters collaborative planning around 
a theme, industry or geographical feature that influenced 
the region's culture and history. and encourages the 
development and implementation of shared goals for 

the preservation and interpretation of that heritage. 
For the Cane River National Heritage Area in 
Natchitoches. louisiana. it is the water that binds the 
diverse community together. Natchitoches is a cultural 
crossroads, where Native Americans, Africans. Europeans, 
and Anglo-Americans met. interacted, and settled along 
the Cane River. The (reolization of these varied cultural 
traditions made for a vibrant, multi-cultural society. It also 
provides a rich heritage for us today, to visit, to study and 

to appreciate. 

The heart of the Cane River National Heritage Area follows 
the meandering waterway. winding south to the parish 
boundary line. Most of the land is privately held, yet this 
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National Heritage Area also embraces one National 
Park, comprised of Oakland and Magnolia plantations, 
and three State Historic Sites. The state entities are 
three forts, a reconstruction of the original French 
Fort St. Jean Baptiste, the Spanish fort and mission 
of los Adaes, and the American Fort Jessup. It also 
encompasses seven National Historic landmarks: 
the historic district of Natchitoches, plus Magnolia, 
Oakland, Melrose, the Kate Chopin House, los Adaes, 
and Fort Jessup, as well as regionally significant 
plantations, houses, churches, and schools. 

From frontier exploration to plantation agriculture, 
the story of the Cane River is indelibly etched on 
the landscape. Architectural forms and building 
technologies, from bousillage to roof structures 
of the raised Creole house, from piece-sur-piece 
log construction of outbuildings to wood frame 
and masonry plantation houses, from small scale 
shotgun houses to hulking cotton gins, reflect 
the interdependency between the river and land. 
Remnants of the arpent land parcels are visible in 
the fence lines and hedgerows, landscape features 
quietly reminding viewers of Louisiana's French 
antecedents. Commercial centers, both in town along 
Front Street and downriver at the plantation stores, 
and transportation routes, by water, road, and rail , 
connected Natchitoches to a wider trade network and 
further encouraged a cultural mingling through the 
introduction of people and goods. Cemeteries and 
archaeological sites add to an understanding of life as 
it was along the Cane River. 

Since its establishment in 1994, concurrently with the 
Cane River Creole National Historical Park, the National 
Heritage Area has coordinated a comprehensive 
research program, encouraged the preservation 
of the cultural landscape, the documentation of 
cultural traditions and historic resources, and heritage 
tourism. Work by the Historic American Buildings 
Survey recording various buildings, streetscapes, 
and landscapes in the National Heritage Area has 
helped achieve these goals, providing large format 
photography, measured drawings, and historical 
research on places of import to the community. 

st udies majors. The projects vary in scope, ranging from 
the famous Pavilions at the University of Virginia to the 
T. A. Leonard Round Barn in Washington State. 

In 2000, the lli storic American Landscapes Survey (H ALS) 
was established as a companion program to HABS to 
specifica lly record America's histo ric landscapes. In a 
simi la r (riparrite agreement to that underpinning IIABS, 
the National Park Service partnered with the Library 
of Congress and the American Society of Landscape 
Architect~ (AS LA) to support t he nascent H A LS program. 
The creation of HALS reflects the growing awareness of 
histo ric landscapes as important touchstones of nat ional, 
regional, and local identity. l listoric landscapes vary 
in size from small gardens to seve ral thousand-acre 
national parks. In character they range from designed to 
vernacular, rural [0 urban, and agricultural to industrial 
spaces. Vegetable parches, estate gardens, cemete ries, 
farms, quarries, nuclear test si tes, suburbs, and abandoned 
settlemenrs all may be considered historic landscapes. 
Historic landscapes foste r a sense of community and place , 
but they are also deli cate places, affected by the forces of 
nature, as well as by development, vandalism and neglec l. 
They undergo changes that are often unpredictable and 
irreversible. For these reasons and for rhe benefit of future 
generations, it is important 10 documenl \'hese places. PI 
Since 2000, a number of pi lot projects were undertaken 
to help develop guidelines for recording I hat add ress 
the unique characteristics of landscape as opposed to 
structures. Designated as HALS No. !lA-I,John Bartram's 
I louse and Garden site was among the first 10 be recorded in 
recognition of the botanist's contribution::. to the field . 

Notes, Reinforcing Our Structure 

IIJ The CAD files themsclves are not yet availablc on-line due 
to is:.ucs regarding the update and maintenance of the files 
by the Library. 

121 Amencan Society of I.andscape Architects, Historic 
Preserv:ninn Profc""iuna llntere:.t Group Subcommittee on 
J-IA LS and 1 he Garden Club of America, "Historic Ame rican 
l.andscapes Survey: Dueumenting America's Landscape 
Her itage" a hrochure (Washington , DC; ASLA, 2000). 
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One Charles Center, Baltimore. Maryland; James Rosenthal, photographer, 2004; HABS 
No. MD·1158 This prototypical mid ·century skyscraper, designed by ludwig Mies van der 
Rohe and completed in 1962, was photographed as part of a survey project with Maryland 
Historical Trust. The architecture of the recent past IS now seen as an important subject 
for the HABS collection 
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Providing the Building Blocks 
The HABS Program Today 

HA HS continues to record significam examples of America's 
architectural heritage through the production of drawings, 
hi~lorics, and photographs made publicly accc~~ible 
through lhe Library of Congress. The primary mis~iun i~ 
(0 provide a record for future generations. While providing 
no historic designation and carrying no regulatory power 
beyond mitigation, )-IABS documentation is used by 
government agencies, State Hil'ltoric Preservation Offices, 
local preservation organizalion~ and private instil utions and 
individuals to rehabilitate, interpret, manage, and promote 
historic properties. Documental ion regularly appears 
in magazines such The Old HOllsejourllol, the National 
Trust's Preservation, and the NPS Common Ground 
magazine, as well as in scholarly journ~l l s. h has been used 
to produce numerous exhibitions and brochures, and ru 11-
length books such as the Norton/ Library or CongrclIs Press 
Visual Sourccbooks in Architecture, Design & Engineering 
series and Illost recently Jack Larkin's \,(!here \'(!e Lived, 

published by the National Trust. Through initiatives such 
as the summer recording program and rhe Peterson Pri ze, 
I-lABS con tinues to work [Q educate the next generation 
or preservationists, while at the same time augmenting 
the collection. 

Today the IIABS, II AER, and HALS collect inn comain 
records on nearly 40,000 historic sitc!> and structures 
nationwide, encompass ing ove r 60,000 measured drawings, 
250,000 large-rormar photographs, and untold pages or 
history. It is one orthe mOSt heavily used special colJections 
in lhl! Library or Congress. According to the ilbrary, 

The encyclopedic coverage of American's buill 
ellviroll1nent, the exceptional clarity of tlte visual 
materials, (/11(/ the ~ellerallQck 0/ copyright restricI/olIS 
accoum for thousands of online catalog searches each 
momh. III more t1lal/ 35,000 sllrveys, researchers 
can d,scover a comprehe"sive rauKe o/buildillg types, 
ellglfleerlflg techflologies, am/landscape felllllres 
dalillg/rom pre-Colltmbian times to tlte present day 
and located tllrougholll tfle Umtes States am/ 
its territories. 

White al seventy-five HABS has much to be proud of, 
changi ng eu rrents in architectural education and 
recordi ng technologies pose challenges that IIABS 
and it& partners are working to address. 
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Homewood House, 3400 North Charles Street, Baltimore, Maryland; James 
Rosenthal, photographer. 2003; HABS No. MO-35-75. Built 1802-1806, this five-part 
Palladian style house is conSIdered among the finest federal period houses in 
America It was erected for, and possibly desIgned by, Charles Carroll, Jr. as a home 
for himself and his bride. In 1902 it was donated to Johns Hopkins University which 
maintains it as a house museum. 

AMER ICA N PLACE file Ih~h.HIC American BlJIlcling~ SUfvey 01 Scv!joty-hve Years 



The IIi~lUric American Buildings Survey was origmally 
proposed asa New Deal initiative intended to last four 
months, but the idea behind it~ C~l<lb lishmcnt was so 
inspired that the program endured changes in both 
architectural fashion and political admini~trat iun to 
remain relevant and vibrant today. That idea wa~ nut jU ~1 
the crent ion of an archive of the nation's architectural 
heritagc, but one that represellled a "complete resume 
of the builder's art" from the high-style to the humble 
vernacular. The collection was also intended to provide 
a hedge agaimt lo~:.es to the built cnvironmem a concept 
that IS as valid today as it wa:. whcn HABS was launched 
in 1933 as the first federal pre~ervation program. 
T he significance of J-I ADS resides in the scope and public 
acceSSibility of the collection, as well a~ in the establi'ihmcnt 
of national standards for recording historic architect urc. 
The collection is offered as a resource for those of all 
ages interested in American history and architecture, 
and t he drawings, histones, and photographs are widely 
used as baseline information for initiatives ranging from 
rehahiliHlIion to inte rpretation. 

Never! heless, at sevemy-five, II ABS faces many cha llcngl!!., 
ranging from shr inking federal budgets to changing 
trends in architcctural practice, and questions about 
whether or not to adopt new recording technologies that 
cou ld ultimately compromise ItS standards for quality 
and archival stahility. Despite widespread interest in 
the collec t ion today, fewer students and professionals 
undertake recordi ng to HAHS standards than have in past 
decades. This is in part a factor of methodolog ical shifts 
in architectural educat ion. HABS is very grateful for the 
loya l cadre of educators who ~t ill lead student drawings 
teams, but architecture program~, for t he most pan, have 
turned away from the study of historic buildings as a means 
of understanding principles of de~ign and construction. 
Producing drawings and photographs to HABS standards 
can be costly and rime-consum ing. As an alternat ivc, 
many arc turni ng to new recording technologies ~uch a~ 
la:.er !.can ning and digital photography. While promi~ing 
LO ~;;lVe time and money, these technologies lack the 
pennanence of traditional mediums used to create II ABS 
records. Their use can a lso undermine the hands-on 
experience advocated by HAllS and others interested in the 
study of historic re~ources. 

Still the future docs hold pmemial for rencwed Imerest in 
historic architecture as an area of invcstigation for students. 
Statistics indicate that the majority of current architectural 
design projects IIlvolve pre-existing~trllcture~. At the 
sa me t ime, organizations such as (he American Imtitute of 
Architects, I he National Trust for Ili stor ic Preservat ion, 
and popu lar puhlicat ions such as Dwell magazine are 
tout ing historic prc"ervation as a "green" alternative to 
new construct ion. Advoca tes also point 10 the benefits 
of preservation in promoting the protection of older 
neighborhoods th~lt might otherwise be di~rllptcd hy 
"tear-downs" of ea rly fabric in exchange for repetitively 
styled and energy-consuming "j\lkM.ansion!. ... 

Hut what of the use of new technologies for the 
documentation of histo ric sites and structures? Should 
H ABS sacrifice the archival stabliny of black-and-white, 
large-format photographs for digital images without the 
negatives needed to guarantee reproduction in the future? 
Should it reduce its drawing standards to encourage greater 
pa rt icipation? Or should HA BS forgo the carefu l hand­
measuring and field not ing used to produce its drawings 
for the pasl I hree-quarters of a century? Many of the 
architec ts and hi'ilorians who depend upon the accuracy 
of HABS records oppose these ideas. Yel the collection 
has experienced a reduction in coni ribut ions. This is 
particularly t rue in t he area of the vernacular architecture 
that has always con"'t ituted the hack bone of the collection. 
A recent sympusium sponsored hy HABS and the 
Vernacular Architec tu re Forum confirmed these trends. 
This pattern coincides wi th a significa nt lack of the fi nancial 
resources needed to keep pace with efforts to record the 
endangered resource~ alone. Moreover, equal to HA BS' 
concern for quality, and the life·~pan of computer files 
and digital imagery, is the learning potential of their 
methodology. For II ABS, thorough field work and research 
are an important part of the process, aimed at providing 
not just a permanent record, but an approach to the study 
and understanding of historic bui ldings. For these reasons, 
HA BS ha 'i heen reluctant to init iate significant changes to 
current prac tice. Howeve r, faced with such challenges, 
it must be asked- is HABS still of va lue to the American 
public? If so, can it co rltinue in the manner that it has in 
the past? 
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To mark the 75Th Anni\'crsary and lO help IIAB to 
address thesc and other qlle~tions, IIABS and thc I.ihrary 
of Congrc~!' cospon~ored a symposium on Novcmber 
14,2008. Six ~peakers addressed various aspects of the 
value, use, and methodology of HABS. As a curator and 
founding DlreclOr of the Ccnter fur Architecture, Design 
and Engineenng (Prints and Photographs Division of the 
Library ofCongrcss) C. Ford Peatro~s maintallled that 
HABS is a signil icant aspect of a long-held tradition wit hin 
thc Library for collecting informatIon about Amcrica's 
architectural heritage. The standard format'" cstablished 
by his carly predecessor, leicester Holland, bccame a key 
factor in the cata loglllg and public acccssibility of IIABS. 
The combination of high-qual it y graphics and a lack 
of copyright make thc HABS collection and those of liS 

companion programs HAER and IfAlS, the slOglc most 
important contribu tor to the Library's publtcation initiatives 
such as the current Norron/ library ofCongrcss Visual 
Sourcebuoks in Architecture, Design and Engincering. 
Histo rian , educator, and muscum cu rator for Old 5t urbridge 
Village, Jack larkin, addresscd thc importance of IIABS 
records in recreating pal terns of cvcryda) life and in 
examining cultural valucs cxpressed through architecture. 
It s iconic imagcs, I .a rkin claimed, speak to the Itfestylcs 
and folk ways of America. Larkin acknowledged that nOI 
all the practices reOected in the IIABSdocumenlatioo are 
"welcoming" referring speCifically 10 those addrc~"'ing 
..,Iavery-but that the diversity of the collection added 10 it5 
historical richness. 

The next two ')peakers addressed the issuc of HABS 
methodology and the value of examining sitcs and 
.. tructures in the field. Camillc Wells, who ha\ laughl 
architectural history at the University of Virginia, 
University of l\lary Washington and the College uf\,(/illiam 
and Mary, asserted that the conlrihutions uftile I IABS 
collectIon cannOl be ovcrstated, due to its accessibility, 
cons istcncy, and rcliahility. However, as someone who has 
created documentation according to HA BS gUidelines, 
Wells cautioned against applying thc samc standard to every 
buildmg, and spending timc making the drawings more 
archItecturally pleasing than mcaningful. Comprehensive 
IIABS documcntation cannot a IwaY<i be practically 
applied, especially to the vcr) buildings to which the 
program profes .. es 10 hc most attuned- the vernacular 

and endangered. \'('ells encouraged her audience to arrive 
at a sire with qucstions, to be observant of changes in the 
building fabric, and 10 let the buildings spea k. By so doing, 
HA H~ ficld tcams can extract whar is most telling, and 
COIWC) that information in thedocumcntation. Professor 
of Architecture at Texas A&l\1 Univcrsity and founding 
Directo r of their Center for Heritagc Conservation, David 
Woodcock, sh"red his inSights on the usefulness of the 
hands-on flABS recording process to the next generation 
of American architccts. The basis of architectural inquiry, 
Woodcock proclaimed, i~ observation, recordation, 
analYSIS, and appreciat ion. Having guided students for 
many years, Woodcock believes that the !-lABS drawing 
process is a natural tool for examinmg idcas about 
buildings. Ht:: cau tioned that historic huildings are not 
always what they seem at first. I-hc active learning and 
discovery prescnbed by HAllS mcthodology helps his 
~tudellls develop analytiC and interpretive sk ills 
what Woodcock dcfincs as "real world experiences" 
that cannot be duplicatcd in tht:: ~tudio. 

I he last two spcal...ers discussed the application of ncw 
technologies within IIABS. Anne Weber, a Senior Associate 
with Farewell, 1\lills, & Gatsch Architccts in Princeton, 
NJ and the winner of the first Charles E. Peterson Prite 
in 1983, shared how HABS is used within Ihe architecture 
profession, and the pros and cons of new recording 
technologies. Weber commcnted t hat, while archItects 
often refer to I IABS documentation a", a source for 
information and os modcls for rehabilitation, they can rarely 
afford to apply IIA B:' standard .. 10 t heir drawings. More to 
the point, for their purposes, H A BS-Ievcl detail and analysis 
are generally not rcquired. Wcber mentioned the need [0 

be oble to adopt all kinds of recording practices depending 
on the scale and complcx il) of the si te. Resolving 10 "give 
back" hy applying HABS standards to her own work whcn 
feasihlc, Wchcr cautioned that relaxing IIABS standards 
would bc travclinga dangerous path. Our last spcakcr, 
Kathryn Arrington, a Digital Library Specialist for thc 
Library of Congrc\s, Prinlb and Photographs Division, 
prcsemed ways in which HABS and thc Library arc already 
embracing Icchnolugy 10 improve the quality of t he 
rcproductions and the lIser experience. She discussed t hc 
volumc and variety of uses for the (lABS collection, which 
rccched aboul 420,000 on-line viSits lasl year- aboul 1,150 
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lazaretto Q u arantine Station, Tinicum Township, Pennsylvania; Robert Arzola, Paul Davidson, and Jason McNatt, delineators, 
2006; HABS No. PA·66S9. Erected between 1799 and 1801, the Lazaretto was among the earliest purpose-built and is the oldest 
extant, quarantine-related structure in the nation. Constructed by the Philadelphia Board of Health following the devastating 
yellow-fever epidemic of 1793, its plan emerged from a generic English formula first manifested in American by the 1755 
Pennsylvania Hospital. 
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use rs per day. Accordi ng to Arrington, I-lABS material!:. 
arc no longer the principal domain of academic!:> and 
professionals, hut have infiltrated the world of popular 
culture. 

docl! rncnt<Hion. The increasing utili7at ion of the records, 
bUlh in th e volurm: of users a nd I he va rie l y of applicat ions, 
!:.peab tu its ability tu convey important information about 
our cullUral heritage and to capture the imaginatiun of 

The sympo~iurn presenters affirmed thatlhe H ABS 
collection is a vita l source for historical a nd architect ural 

the American public. IIABS recording standards, while 
at times seemingly onerous, are necessary in order to 
maintain rhe uniformity, quality, reliability, and archival 
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NATIONAL ZOOLOGICAl. "AItK .. ..l£PHAI'lT HOUSe _-.... __ . __ .. - -
National Zoological Pork , Elephant Ho use; Washington, DC; Wendy Byerly, 
Paul Davidson and Amy Tee ler, delineators, 2005; HABS No. D(·777·C. Funded 
by the Public Works Administration and built in 1937, the Elephant House is a 
testament to Depression-era relief work The design includes bas-relief panels 
portraying the evolution of the pachyderm. It was also a pIvotal design in the 
development of progressive animal exhibitions as the first to include moats 
defining outdoor yards. 
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stabi lity of the document:::. upon which so many have come 
to depend. In addition (0 concerns about maintaining 
quality standards, historians and architects alike value 
t he inlen~ive recording methodology employed in the 
field as a means fo r learning about buildings. Still, HABS 
must develop strategies to encourage participation in the 
recording process. Such strategies should include proViding 
more out reach to studen ts and professionals interested 
in undertaking docume ntation LO H ABS standa rds, and 
codifying levels of recording that are appropriate to the 
significance of the site or structure and the reSOlll'{;es 
available. T he latter is panicularly applicable [Q vernac ular 
and endangered sites that might o therwise go unrecorded. 
Step-by-step guide lines for field work should be developed 
to provide better instructions as a supplement to current 
guideli nes, recognizing that historians and prese rvatio nists 
a rc just as likely as architects to engage in the drawing 
process. Regarding I he use of new technologies for 

recording, it i ~ clear thai HA ~S walks a fine line between 
keeping current with new innovations and maintaining 
standards of quality, verifiabil it y, and archival stabili ty. 
Digital photography will remain confined to field noles 
until the quality of large-format imaging can be duplicated 
and issues of storage and archival permanence can be 
solved. As for measured drawings, HABS has already begun 
u~ing la~er scan ning to record structu res where size and 
accessibility arc factors, but' witl have to addres~ the need 
for decipherable field notes in order 10 maintain program 
requirements for the verifiabi lit y of the information. While 
questions remain, the symposium was beneficial in framing 
the issues facing !-lABS today. The 75th Anniversary has 
been a time for reflection, and [he inSights gained from 
the sympos ium and exhibition witl help I lABS (0 evaluate 
cu rrent practices as it se ts a course towards the future in its 
role as standard-bearer for architectura l documentation at 
the national level. 
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Th e Quee n Emma Bu i ld ing , Queen Emma Square, Honolulu, Hawaii; James 
Rosenthal, photographer, 2007; HABS No. HI-525. Built in 1964 the Queen Emma 
Building was voted one of the Ugliest Buildings in Honolulu for its use of abstract 
materials, but perhaps it is just too soon to judge. As was said in the 1930s of a 
building in a style of the Victorian-era disdained by architects of the times, "I have no 
doubt but that it is probably as queer and ugly as to make it 'unique' enough to be 
delineated by the HABS of Michigan-where they may lack some of the more quiet 
and aged material that we have come to prefer!" 
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