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50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

The National Park Service beckons the people of the nation to come
and visit the Netional Park System in 1966, the 50th Anniversary of the
Park Service., You will be welcome visitors. And you will enjoy your
visit all the more if you know more about the history and the objectives
of your National Park Service., The 226 areas administered by.the Service
include 32 national parks, 77 national monuments, 6 national seashores,

4 national recreation areas, as well as historic sites, battlefields,
parkways, and other areas. This System embraces a vast variety of areas
ranging from the rock-bound coast of Maine, to the Olympic rain forest in
Washington, to Hawaili and Alaska., Alaska contains the largest unit in
the System: 'Katmai National Monument, consisting of over 2 and one-half

million acres and home of the world's largest bear, the big Alaskan

brown bear.

The National Park Service was established on August 25, 1916, to

&

manage the national parks and monuments which had been established by

&)

the Congress and by executive action of the President and were then being
administered by a number of bureaus throughout the Government, some by the
Department of the Army, some by Agriculture, and some by the Department

of the Interior,.

b

The first Director of the National Park Service was Mr, Stephen Tyng

o’

Mather, a distinguished man who had left his business interests in 1915

to come to work as a specilal assistant to Secretzary of the Interior



Franklin K. Lane to manage the parks which were then assigned to the

Department of the Interior.

Mr, Mather created the conceptual framework of the Park Service., He
established the code and criteria of the high standard of service which
has marked the National Park Serviceras a key Bureau of the Federal Govern-
ment since its inception in 1916, He served as Director of the Netional

Park Service for 12 years, ably assisted by Mr. Horace M. Albright, his

[I]

field assistant director and first Superintendent at Yellowstone Nationa

Park., Mr. George B. Hartzog, Jr. is the present Director. Mr. Hartzog's

D

service spans approximately 20 years, and he has szid that "the director-
ship of the National Park Service has consistently been from its inception
a career copportunity for the employees within the National Park Service.

This has been one of the hallmarks of the Service and one of its grest

rengths, as a people-serving agency of our Government.

Secretary of the Interior Stewart L. Udall has identified three prin-
cipal categories of areas now included within the National Park System.

They are: Natural; Historical; and Recreational Areas,

The first category includes the national parks and monuments which
were created because of their outstanding natural values--geological, bio-
logical, and scenic. The second includes those units of fhe System which
were created to preserve historic and archeo iogi al structures and sites.

The possibilities of the third major category, recreation areas, are



myriad and include not only recreation based on nature and appropriate to
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it, but is being exten

recreational activities.
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continuing henefit of this and future

prehistory, Americans young and old can
the great events which have influenced the

In natural parks, visitors are inspired by

the park system there are growing opportunities for

in providing for the needs of the more than

in the National Park System in 1966, there

invested more than $73 million of their

food, lodging, and other visitor services.
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The national parks can be established only by congressional enaciment.,
The national seashores, the national riverways, and national monuments have
been established by the Congress and a2lso by the President through Presi-
dential Proclamation under the authority of the Act of 1906 sometimes

called the Antiquities Act.

In 1935, in response to the need to preserve a part of America's great
historical heritage, the Congress passed the Historic Sites Act which pro-
vided for the establishment of the sites and made historic preservation a
national policy. As a result of that Act, a great maﬁy naticnal historic

sites have been established and recognized.

The whole breadth of the National Park System took another step for-

ward in connection with and Recreation Study Act of

& bezls for establishing a number of

come into being.

ed in 1937,

Interestingly, all of these areas that have come into the national

park system have come in either or through private or

public philanthropy on ihe part of Government had

recrea=

tion areas and the national psris 2 nll'lered by the National Park Service,



and the 50th Anniversary Year is a good time to try to clear up this

confusion,

The national parks are set aside primarily to preserve a part of
America's scenic and scientific heritage. The Natlonal Park Service has
a mandate from the Congress to make them available for use and to leave
them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations. This poses some

very delicate decisions from time to time as to what public use should be

allowed consistent with preservation.

Secretary of the Interior Franklin K, Lane, who brought Stephen T.
Mather to Washington, D. C. to run the parks, set out the management
principles for national parks:

1. The netional parks must be maintained in absolutely unimpaired

s well as those of our own

[6)]
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form for use or fubture generations
time;

2. They are set apart for use, observation, health, and pleasure

[

of the people;
< e $s

3. The national interest must dictate all decisions affecting

public or private enterprise,
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On the other hand, the national recreatio

are managed for outdoor recreation, including public hunting
with the maintenance of a guality natural environment. Guality is the key

vant a recreational area to hecome
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motorboats and to water ski is not a justification for permis-
gion to enjoy these activities everywhere. Because some people
want to ride motorcycles, mechanized car*s and Jeeps on foot-
paths and horse trails is no reason to allow them to do so on

every trall. DBecause some people like wilderness from

the veranda of a modern hotel is not suffici Justification

for builjjng hotels within Nationzl P= their location
outside a park would provide necessary acc tions without
encroaching on the natural scene, The ies and enjoy-
ments are entirely appropriate to cert but not to all
areag., Tourism is wonderful...out the tourism should
not, in my opiniocn, be the guidi naticnal park
management,

In other words, the national parks are recreational areas butl they

recreation areas where preservation of the total
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certain regulations and practices in a national
of mational parks against thoughtless en-

croachments. National parks need to be protected. The conservation

battle is never over. It must be fought and fought again.

The future of national parks "for the benefit and enjoyment of the
people™ looks i , The national parks, although providing superlative

opportunities also have other '"pecple-serving"

values, They experience in congservetion education for the

enrich our artistic consclousness, help

< a3 o ~am e ma o~ 4 -7 - - -
values, contribute tc our civic conscilousness, and remind
~ 3 - - £ el
us of our dept to the land of our fathers
Men of vision are 1o




as President Johnson said in his landmark message on Natural Beauty,
February 8, 1965: "The beauty of our land is a natural resource. Its
preservation is linked to the inner prosperity of the human spirit."
The job of salvaging the American heritage of a beautiful country is a

prime concern of the National Park Service, And in order to leave
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eritage of beauty, in 1966 the Park Service will move zhead with the
support of the Congress with a new program which will continue to improve
the facilities in the parks but, more importantly, will be geared to meet
the many changes and new demands for fulfilling leisure time in a reward-
ing and enriching way. In the last four years alone 30 major areas have
been added to the National Park System. The three broad objectives of our
new program will be growth in response to human need, cooperation with all
concerned, and innovation in ways to achieve the new conservation requested

by President Johnson.

The National Park Service extends to you a cordial invitation to
visit your National Park System~-whether it be the natural, historical

ol

or recreational areas. Come and see your national heritage in 1966.



