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Preliminary Results

The Upper Columbia Basin Network (UCBN) conducted the second
year of scheduled pine monitoring in the park during 2012. This
year, the UCBN crew collaborated with park staff to collect data.
White pine blister rust infection remains active in a limber pine
stand on the northern end of the Monument but has not been found
in the rest of the park. Dwarf mistletoe infections remain high
throughout many limber pine stands in the park but do not seem to
be adversely affecting the pine population. Presence of mountain
pine beetle was not found in survey plots during the 2012 limber
pine monitoring; although, there are localized infections known
from some stands in the park.

Management Applications

Limber pine in Craters of the Moon National Monument
and Preserve contribute substantially to the striking
landscape in the park and are important to visitors’
experiences.

National Park Service botanist setting up a limber
pine monitoring plot in Craters of the Moon National
Monument and Preserve in 2012.

* Provide information about Cronartium ribicola distribution in the park.

» Update park management knowledge of limber pine stand health and population dynamics, including impending
threats to its long-term persistence, and potential management options.
Support park resource planning and land health reporting efforts, and inform resource management in the park.
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