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We thank the Nez Perce and other tribes.

Monitoring:

The Camas Citizen Suer%é Monltorlng Pro-
gram (CMP) is part of a néglonal initiative to

A natural and cultural resource

Camas is sometimes found in seasonal wet
prairie ecosystems, such as those found in
the interior Columbia Plateau. The presence
5 been reduced as a re-
assouated with devel-
spective,
camas is one
of the most

Data Collected

Volunteers participating in the program will
use Global Positioning Systems (GPS), and
compasses to collect data. Within a given
plot, Citizen Scientists and National Park
Service staff will record the:

Number of camas plants

Number of reproductive camas plants
Depth of the thatch
o

e i et




Components of the program are tied to state science standards,
and students work alongside ecologists, statisticians, integrated
resource managers, and interpretive rangers.
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Hisi:drical/Cultural

Native Americans have used camas
bulbs as a food source for at least
7,000 years. It was and remains an im-
portant traditional staple for the Nez
Perce. Sweet like licorice when prop-
erly processed, bulbs are high in pro-
tein and nutrients. At Weippe and Big
Hole, Nez Perce harvested and pre-
pared camas. The gathering of family
and friends, and camp life in general,
led to dancing, playing games wed-
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Cultural Landscape

A 1961 interview with Nez Perce elder
Elizabeth Wilson paints a picture of
the historical landscape at Weippe:
“Lots of people went to dig at
Weippe... They pitched their tepees in
a circle*‘;@;s@he said (the tepees) used to
cover almost all of the meadow... Early
in the mdwrniwr);g”t?hey were off to dig.
The women dug, until a little after
noon..."

To the Nez Perce, camas is a sacred
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At this

site a group of Nez Perce
in 1877 while trying to flee fro
U.S. military and es
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Wetland Indicator

Based on pollen dating, the camas lily
is 70,000 years old. It is a forb, vary-
ing from white to purple in color. The
flower spike stands 5 to 10 cm taller
than its basal whorl leaves. Camas
tends to grow in full sun and is often
found in ephemeral (seasonal) wet-
lands. Camas habitats are: wet mead-
ows, wet prairies, depressions, an-
nual floodplains, moist hillsides, and
streambanks. Camas is found from
sea level to 10,000 ft. (Anonymous, 2001)

Land alteration associated Wltk’%%vel-
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Invasive Species

Invasive species are non-native plants
that, when moved to new areas, tend
to dominate and out-compete existing
species for natural resources. They
can threaten the existence of native
species such as camas. The two inva-
sive species monitored at the Weippe
Prairie are: Non-native

Orange Hawkyveed and Cinquefoil




