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Cultural Resource Approaches to Climate Change Adaptation
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Historic Structures

Built in 1855, this former ship store is listed on the
National Register of Historic Places. It is significant
for its role in the community and for its architecture.
Its integrity of fabric and location contributes to its
significance. Rising sea levels will undermine the
foundation of the building, but if the NPS decides to
move it away from the shore, then the building will
lose integrity of setting. NPS resource managers
must decide what adaptation and mitigation
measures to use based on understanding the
building’s significance and uniqueness, guided by NPS

Iconic Facilities

For over 100 years, Thunder Hole
has been one of Acadia’s most
popular destinations. The viewing
platform requires increasingly
frequent cyclic maintenance and
hardening to withstand impacts
from rising seas and more
powerful storms. In the future, as
predicted climate change impacts
increase, park managers may not
be able to maintain this facility.

policy and federal laws. = —
“Blue Duck” on Little Cranberry Island

Thunder Hole viewing platform

Historic Trails Archeological Sites
Raising the trail onto a boardwalk preserved the
historic trail surface underneath while allowing
natural water flow during spring floods in the Great
4 Meadow wetland.

Coastal shell middens are
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archeological deposits.
Adaptation strategies for such
Redesigned culverts on historic roads increase hydraulic sites require an understanding of
capacity, prevent flooding, such as at the Sieur de Monts their significance to plan for
cultural landscape, and restore natural resource conditions, management. For these unique
including aquatic organism passage. Conditions before and
after replacing the culvert are shown.

and highly significant resources,
managers might choose from a
range of approaches, from hard
armoring the bluff face to
performing data recovery and
allowing erosion to continue.

Before and after
treatment of the historic
Jesup Path, Sieur de
Monts Cultural Landscape




