Southeast Coast Exotic Plant Management Team
Summary for Fiscal Year 2013

Summary

During FY-2013, the Southeast Coast
Exotic Plant Management Team (SEC-
EPMT) served 13 parks and treated 25
exotic plant species. A total of five
Student Conservation Association
interns rotated through the team, led by
Dr. Lauren Serra (Liaison for the SEC-
EPMT) and Amorita Brackett (the
permanent field crew leader). The team
conducted exotic plant inventories and
treatments, as well as participated in
restoration and training activities.
Budget cuts impacted the SEC-EPMT,
such that the team visited most partner
parks only once this year. The volunteer
and staff support, housing, travel,
supplies, and equipment contributions
received from network parks were
critical resources that supported the
SEC-EPMT’s travel to parks in order to
continue invasive plant project
investments that have been made over
the past three years. These systematic
yearly treatments have significantly
reduced the non-native plant
populations and the SEC-EPMT
anticipates follow-up treatments to take
less time and herbicide, given treatments
occur in FY-2014.

Treatment Data Collected
Trimble GeoXT Global Positioning
System (GPS) units were utilized to
capture spatial data related to areas
treated, inventoried, and monitored for
each park. All data were collected using
NAD 83 datum in the local UTM zone
(18N for CAHA and CALO; 16N for
CHAT, KEMO, and HOBE; 17N for all
other partner parks).

Dates Visited
April 17 - 18,2013 (Team)
July 8 - Sept. 27,2013 (2 SCA Interns)

Focus Areas
Cockspur Island
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Species Targeted

Lantana (Lantana camara)

Chinese tallow (Triadica sebifera)
Camphortree (Cinnamomum camphora)
Chinaberry (Melia azedarach)

Japanese honeysuckle (Lonicera japonica)

Acres Inventoried and Treated
Acres inventoried were derived from GPS’d areas and the SEC-EPMT"’s treatment
records. Acres treated were calculated using percent cover of target species by the
gross infested area.

e Inventoried Acres: 1,345.6

e  Gross Infested Acres: 562.9

e Treated Acres: 4.5

Notes

In April 2013, the SEC-EPMT was able to follow up on lantana, tallow, and Chinaberry
treatments that were conducted in 2012. Another year of treating lantana should bring it
to a maintenance level; however, the Class B Chinaberry and tallow trees will pose a
seed source challenge, as they are beyond the SEC-EPMT’s skill level. A unique
partnership between FOPU and the SEC-EPMT occurred this year, in which FOPU was
able to add funds to the SEC-EPMT’s SCA Agreement to extend two crew members for
three months. After serving six months with the SEC-EPMT, the two SCA interns were
stationed at FOPU to work on exotic-plant-oriented projects, including FOPU’s Exotic
Plant Bioblitz. The SEC-EPMT was able to provide FOPU with trained invasive plant




The Southeast Coast Exotic
Plant Management Team
serves:

. Cape Hatteras National Seashore/ Wright
Brothers National Memorial/ Fort Raleigh
National Historic Site

Cape Lookout National Seashore
Chattahoochee River National Recreation Area
Congaree National Park

Cumberland Island National Seashore

Fort Frederica National Monument

Fort Pulaski National Monument

Fort Sumter National Monument (Fort Moultrie)
Charles Pinckney National Historic Site
Horseshoe Bend National Military Park
Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park
Moores Creek National Battlefield

Ocmulgee National Monument

Southeast Coast EPMT Partner Park Units
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Southeast Coast Exotic
Plant Management Team
Points of Contact

Lauren Serra, SEC-EPMT Liaison
Congaree National Park

100 National Park Road

Hopkins, South Carolina 29061

Phone: 803-695-0214

Cell: 803-315-5796

Fax: 803-695-1257

E-mail: Lauren_Serra@nps.gov

Amorita Brackett, SEC-EPMT Field Crew
Leader

Congaree National Park

100 National Park Road

Hopkins, South Carolina 29061

Office phone: 803-647-3985
Crew cell: 803-351-2756

Fax: 803-695-1257

E-mail: Amorita_Brackett@nps.gov

Additional Resources

Attached Shapefiles (mapped below):

FOPU101312FOPUTRSE_ply

FOPU10122012FOPUMEAZ_ply

FOPU101312FOPULACA_ply and FOPU04182013LACA_ply (merged)

* Shapefile Note: Exotics treatments are identified by the four letter park acronym,
month-date-year, four letter species code, and shapefile type.

Available Upon Request: Photos of SEC-EPMT, SEC-EPMT Daily Data Sheets
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