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''-SOME: ..EARLY HISTORY OF· ISLANDIA 

BY JANE NORDT 
HISTORIAN - CITY OF ISLANDIA 

ISLA~DIA? SOME fRIENDS 
SAY THAT OUR CITY I~ A BEAUTIFUL CHAIN 

. Of ·33 TROPICAL .ISLANDS. ISLAND I A HAS 
BEEN RECENTLY GRANTED A MUNICIPAL CHAR-
TER IN DADE COUNTY. THIS LtTTLE COMPLEX 
OF CORAL ISLANDS IN SOUTH BISCAYNE BAY 
IS BORDERED ON THE EAST BY HAWK CHANNEL 
ON THE WESTERN EDGE Of THE GuLF STREAM. 

, BY SOMt. COMPELLING I NfLU EN<:;E OF Tl DES 
AND CURRENTS1 THE KEYS OF. j SLANDI A CON­

. FORM TO THE GENERAL DIRECTION OF THE 
MAINLAND SHORE. 

BECAUSE WiLOVE THESE FLOR1DA KEYS 
AND THE CLEAR GREEN WATER Of THE BAY 1 

• WE 1 VE LOOKED. I~TO RECORDS Of HISTORIANS 
AND CARTOGRAPHERS TO LEARN A LITTLE 
MORE ABOUT THE PICT~RESQUE PAST. WE 1 VE 
FOUND FORMER PLACE NAMES AND A FEW REC­
ORDS Or 'f;HE F"l RST SETTLERS W!-!0 Ll VED 

. HERE BEF'ORE WE DID. 

OUR 'ISLANDS ARE RICH IN HISTORY AND 
LORE. ·.STRANGE AND DANGEROUS t VENTS 
HAVE TAKE~ ~LACE HERE. ·SPECTACULAR­
VILLArNs AND COURAGEOUS PIONEERp HAVE 
CHALLENGED THE OF'F'SHORE REEFS1 EXPLORED 
AN6 USE6 ~~E HIDDEN CHANNELS1 DUG IN 
THE LA~D FOR TREASURES AND GRAVES, CULT­
I VAT ED THE SOILS FOR EXOTIC FRUITS AND·. • 

THE TREES fOR HOMES OR FOR 
PROf IT • 

DAVID 0. TRUE 1 AUTHORITY ON FLORIDA 
HISTORY AND ESPECIALLY THE CHARTS Cr 
THE EARLY NAVIGATORS, .TELLS us, · 11 THE 
CALOOSA INDIANS AND THE TEQUESTAS, A 
RELATED TRIBE, LiVED ••• ON THt·KEYS 
LONG BEF'ORE THE ARRIVAL. OF TH~"(UROPEANS~ 

THEIR SOCIETY WAS GOVERNED BY VAR I,OUS 
CHIEF'S .KNOWN AS CACIQUES AND THE TRII:3ES 
WERE FREQUENTLY AT WAR. THEY LIVE~F'ROM 
THE NATURAL .RESOURCES Or f,,£ LAND AND 

~EA AND CRISSCROSSED FROM KEY TO 
WHERE .lNDIGENOUS_COCONUTS WtRE FOUND 

NG,ALONG .THE BtACHES AND BANKS Of 
) NLETS·~-; OF' NECESS,I TV 1 THE I NO I ANS · 

. TO LOCAn;. o<\L.L THE: SOURCES Or FRESH 

WATER WHICH WERE MOSTLY 
SURF'ACE RAIN WATER 1 OCCASIONAL SPRI!'tGS 
DISCOVERED I~ THE BAY AND AN OVERF'LOW 
FROM THE 1 GLADES IN RIVULETS LIKE CHI 1 S 
Cur1 YEARS AG01 0~ ThE MAINLAND SOUTH­
EAST Or PRESENT HoMESTEAD. 

FISH, CONCH1 TU~TLE AND CRAWF'IS~ 

WERE IMPORTANT rOODS AND HUNTING RE-. 
WARDED THE BOW AND SPEAR MARKSMEN 
WITH BEAR1 RACCOON1 DEER1 POSSUM, BIRDS 
AND ALLIGATORS. AMONG THEIR CROPS IN 

_SETTLEMENTS ~ERE COONTIE AND M~ZE1 
CULTIVATED WITH FARMING TOOLS fASH­
IONED F'ROM SHELLS. THEIR HOME~ WERE 
ROUND AND THATChED AND ThiS DESCRIP­
TION fiTS NICELY THAT Or THE SQUAWS. 

JOHN ~ABOT (WHO DISCOVERED NORTH 
·AMERICA)/ RETURNING F'RQM MEXIC01 SAILEC 
· BY CAPE FLORI DA 1 PERHAPS DRY ToRTUGAS 1 

ON APRIL 25, 1499, .AND REA~~ED THE , 
PRESENT MIAMI RI~ER FIVE D~~S LAJER. 
HE HAD BEEN SEARCHING FOR ii~ ISLE Of 
SEVEN CITIES OR ISLARIO. t . 

! ,, 
/ ll' 

THE ALBERT CANTI NO MAP O.f, 1502 
FIRST SHOWED FLORIDA AS A PENINSULA, 
HOME Of'TnE EARLY INDIANS wf-i'o CAME. 

> FROM THE CAR I Bt3EAN AND FROM~: :LANDS WEST 
Of T .. E MISSISSIPPI. THE MA~NLAND fROM 
THE MIAMi RIVER SOUTHWARD WAS NAMED 
"C DO FIND A6RILL" AND WHE~ SAILORS 
1 ST00D OVER 1 rOR THIS COUNT~~~ .HAVING 
SAl LED FROM ANOTHER PORT 1 f.1'il S WAS 
WHERE THEY HOPED TO SIGHT LAND~ .CoN~ 
NEL01 WHICH WE BELIEVE MEAN~ HARDWOOD 
TREES 1 WAS THE FIRST NAME OF PRESENT 
METROPOLITAN MIAMI~ SOUTH.Of THE RIVE~ 

PONCE DE LEON NAMED TilE FLORIDA 
1\EYS~ Los MARTIRES, IN 1513, AND IT 
WAS DURING THAT EARLY PERIOD or EXPLOR 
ATION THAT THE KEY INDIANS .F'IRST B.ECI\t!_ 
EDUCATED TO THE USE OF METALS tHAT 
THEY FOUND I~ THE WRECK~ Or'EUROPEAN 

'. 
SHIPS SO FREQUENTLY AGROUND ON THE 
OFFSHORE~ UNCHARTED REEF'S •. 



YOUNG 'SPANISH BOY 1 E_SCALENTE ·DE 
foNTENADA 1 . TAKEN PRI SON£R 'FROM .Ot-fE Of" 
THOS'E WRECKS1 WAS. HELD IN SOUTH fLORIDA 
BY THE INDIANS f"OR 17 YEARS BEFORE MAK­
ING HIS ESCAPEa HIS MEMOIRS GIVE US THE' 
FIRST WRITTEN. ACCOUNT .Of" THE SOUTH fLOR• 
IDA NATIVES~ THE NAME Of" 'ISCAYNE MAY 
HAV~BEEN DERIVED f"ROM THE NAME Of" THE 
VIS'CAYNO, HELD CAPTIVE WITH fONTENADA. 
BUT f"OR WHOM OUR HISTORIAN HAD LITTLE 

PEDRO MENENDEZ DE AVILE~ ARRIVED IN 
SAINT AUG~STINE AND NAMED THE SETTLEMENT 
IN 1565. 'HE HAD BEEN SENT BY THE Kl NG 
Of" SPAIN TO CONVERT THE iNDIANS AND TAKE 
FLORIDA f"ROM.THE FRENCH. MENENDEZ EN­
COURAGED CATHOLIC MISSIONARIES AND PRIESTS 
WITH THiiR WORK BUT THi INDiANS ON T~E 

'SCUTHERN MAI~LAND AND ON T~E KEYS WERE 
. 'rRI ENDLY ora:Y UNTIL NEWS ~AME Of" THE 

ARRIVAL Of" SLAVERS WHO HAD RECENTLY RAZ­
ED TH~ BAHAMIAN POPULATION. 

. - AN ENT~ANCE BETWEEN ISLANDS, POSSIBLY 
AT BEAR.CUT1 NORTH Of" KEY 8:SCAYNE1 WAS 
CHARTED.AS .VOCASSE DE MIGUE~·MORA ON ONE 
OLD MAP1 AND LEMOYNE, IN 1591, WROTE 

· 
11 SCOPULI DlCTO MARTYRES 11 ALONG THE KEYS. 

·,THE H£RP.£k!A.NAP SHOWS 11 CABECA DE LA MAR­
TIRES." !HEGuLf" STREAM F'ORMEDA PERf"ECT 
SHIPPING LANE THOUGH BENJAMEN fRANKLIN 

'HAD NOT YET GIVEN IT THAT NAME •. TREAS­
URES FROM .. THE NEW WORLD WERE TAKEN BY 
THif) R.OUTE TO SPAIN'Jf" THE TRADE WINDS 
BLEW f"AVORABLY_, BUT MUCH WAS:LOSTON THE 
OCEAN FLOOR WHEN GALLEON~ FAILED TO NAVI­
GATE THROUGH THE .UI'It-tARKED CHANNELS BE• 
TWEEN THE REEF'S. CONTF:iaS OF' THOSE 
WRECKED VESSELS ATTRACTED OUR EARLIEST 
BEACHCOMBERS. MEN WERE OFTEN PUT ASHORE. 
TO SET_ f"IRES ON THE HEADLANDS TO WARN 
THE SHIPS AWAY f"ROM THE REEFS. 

ONE EARLY SPANISH MAP SHOWS THE WEST• 
ERN SHORE Of".OUR PRESENT SOUTH BISCAYNE 
B4Y}.WHERE SAl LORS AND PI RATES f"l LLED 
THEIR-WATERCASKS1 AS VocA DE BIA NUEVA • 

. _BunllER£0 O~:ONE SIDE SY THE NARROW BAY 
ANDON THE OTHER BY PROTECTIVE CORAL 
REEF:,S A~D NOW f"AMOUS·SEAGARD£NSi THE 

·. SOUTHERN PART ··or WHICH ·IS NAMED THE JOHN 
. PENNEKAMP_~CORAL'' REEF' PR~SERV£,· AN INLET 

;:,7 ,.~·.,~•·· ELL I OTT. AND OLD RHO[)ES KEY WAS 
. ~LACtf CAESI(Rs.· .. .·. 

. j 

MANY PIRATES MADE THESE KEYS THEIR :]­
BASE Of" OPERATIONS f"ROM WHICH THEY PI L- . 
l;oAGEDe MR. TRUE -NOTES THAT "BLACK CAE- . 

.;AR WAS WRECKING OUT Of". AN INLET DOWN 
THE BAY FROM 1716-1718, WHEN THE PAR­
~ONING Of" PI~ATES TOOK PLACE IN THE_ 
BAHAMAS1 AND AGAIN FROM 1818-1821. 
THE EXPLANATION FOR THE WIDELY SEPAR-­
ATED DATES IS THAT .THERE WERE TWO 

. PIRATES WITH THE SAME NAME. ABOUT 
17171 TEACH (BLACKBEARD) WAS_ OPERAT.;. 

· I NG OUT OF' THE BAHAMAS UNTIL (GoVERNOR) 
WOODES RoGERS PROVE HIM OUT •. TEACH 
DECIDED TO ATTACK CHARLESTON AND Ef"f"ECT 
A BLOCKADE Of" THE WHOLE SOUTHEAST 
COAST • . HE TOOK WITH HIM A HUGE NEGRO 
NAMED BLACK CAESARe .fN 17~8, BLACK-­
BEARD WAS KILLED ABOAF.D.HIS SHIP, RE­
VENGE, 1 N HAND··TO-HANo~eoMeAT ~wH 1 Le: 
nlE- P'A I nlfUt. CAESAR WA: TED WITH LIGHT­
ED MATCH IN THE HOLD AND INSTRUCTIONS . 
TO BLOW UP. THE SHJ P . ! N PEF"Ef;.T· •. ·CAESAR . , 
WAS PREVENTED FROM DOIN~ THJS AND . 
TAKEN TO VlRGINIA WHERE HE WAS HANGED • 

R. AND I. OTTENS 1 NOVA TABULA o; 
1730 SHOWS THE NATURAL CHANNELS AND 

. HARBORS Or lsl.ANI)I A AS ABRA DE MoN .. 
. TANG AND ABRA MoURE. A CHART SHOWING .· 

THE ROUTE Of" THE SPANISH Pi.ArE'fi.EET . 
r RoM ARcH 1 vo GF.N ERAL DE I No 1 AS 1 D.ENTI- .. 

. f"l ED THE KEYS AS MASCARAS AI'4D PLAYUEL-
os. ·:·... :· ... ·. :.[:. 

.ENGLAND GAfNED CONTROL·or fLORIDA:>~ 
fROM SPAIN IN EXCHANGE f"OR HAVANA fN . 
1763 AND WELCOME~ NEW C.OLON I STS of".,:A_LL .. ::: 
RACES AND RELI GIONS1 INCLUDING A GROUP' 
Or INDIANS WHO WANDERED )iE~E fROM Ttl£ .. 
NORTH. THESE INDIANS; MERQ I NG WITH ' 

.~ ABO.RI Gl NES, BECAME OUR f"l RST".SEM'J~-
OLES. 

IN 1771, GERARD DE BRAHM :CHA~tED 
"THE ANCIENT TC:GESTA NOW.PROMONTORY 
Of" EAST fLORIDA AS IT CAN BEASCER..; 

'TAIN 1.D TO HAVE BEEN IN f"ORME.R AGES••• 
TO THE BETTER DISTINGUISHING HAWKE 
CHANNELo 11 

. A SOUTH Pf:NINSULA is OF'f- . 
SHORE OUR PRESENT )SLANDIA AND. A DOTTED 

· . Ll NE ALONG ·THE REEF' EXPi..A f NS 11SOUTH OF 
THE LINE~HE CURRENT OF THE FLORIDA 
G!JLf" STREAM SETS ALWAYS NORTHWARDLY." 



.. Jf.t'~·o. KEPPEL INLET, .ru;T NORTH Of 

~ THE THEN UNNAMED RAGGED ~EYS, MA~ SO 

r. ··... CALLED ArT.ER AN E.NGLISH ABSENTEE GOVER-
. NOR Or VIRGINIA. BULLER INLET MARKED 

. OUR PRESENT CAESAR's CREEK. A LATER . 
. , ·. DE BRAHM MAP SHOWED BJ SCAYNE BAY AS 

SANDWJCH GuLre SANDWICH WAS LoRD CoM~ 

'.:.,_,_ 

MISSIONER Or TRADE AND PLANTATIONS, 
WHITEHALL, ENGLAND. BISCAYNE· BAY AS 
IT IS KNOWN NOW1 UAS POSSIBLY NAMED FOR 
THE BAY Or BISCAY, BETWEEN fRANCE AND 
SPAIN, AND EARLY FISHERMEN AND SAILORS 
PROM THERE MAY HAVE LEFT THEIR VISITS 
RECORDED ONLY IN THIS WAY·~ 

Lo~ PARADISOS REFERRED TO (NOlAN 
MOU~DS ON THE ISLANDIA KEYBOARD. PoL­
LOCK INCLUDED THE RAGGED _KEYS WHICH WERE 
PROBABLY NAMED LATER rOR AN ISLAND IN 
THE BAHAMAS. SANDS KEY WAS CHART~D AS 

·POWNALL ISLAND AND ELLIOTT KEY AS ELLIS 
ISLAND WtTH BISCAYNE R1rr AND LITBURY 
Rlrr Orf"SHORE. A MAP Or THAT PERIOD BY 
JOHNSON AND WARD, OWNED BY MRS. CARL DUN• 
AWAY Or MIAMI 1 SHOWS ELLIOTT KEY AS ELLl~ 
COTT KEY. ANDREW ELLICOTT SURVEYED THE 
LINE Or THE NORTHERN BOUNDARY Or SPANISH 
FLORIDA FOR THE UN l TED STATES GOVERNMENT 
IN 1800. 

VOLUME 11 Or KINFOLKS BY BRIGADIER 
GENERAL WILLIAM CURRY HARLLEE1 USMC, 
INCLUDES GENEALOGICAL AND BIOGRAPHICAL 
RECORDS Or THE FIRST HOMESTEADERS ON 
THE fLORIDA KEYS. THE NAMES Or THE 
pESCE~DANTS Or THE ri.RST FAMILIES PROM. 
THE BAHAMAS WHO MOVED TO KEY WEST AND 
SETTLED ALONG THE KEYS ARE FAMILIAR IN 
SOUTH ·fLORIDA NOW BUT THE PI~ST JOSEPH 
CURRY CAME PROM SCOTLAND TO NORTH AMER­
ICA TO riND "TURMOIL AND INTENSE ANTA­
GONISM." BEFORE THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR 
HE WAS A DEPUTY SURVEYOR U'~D!R GF.P.,.RD 
DE BRAHM. JOSEP~; CURRY'S rIVE SOS$ MOV­
ED To THE BAHAMA IsLANDS JOI~iNG THE 
EARLIER INDEPENDENTS, AMONG THEM~ THE 
RUSSELLS, SWEETINGS1 SAUNDERS1 ROBERTS1 
PlNDERS AND THOMPSONS1 WHO HAD MIGRATED 
fROM ENGLAND AND BERMUDA IN THE MID• 
16oo•s. 

BERNARi) ROMMlS' Cl-iARTS Or 1774 SHOW 
fOOL 1 S CAPE OR f.t<.LSE CAPE, NORTH. Of' OUR 
PRESENT (SLANDIAI AND PARIDA WlTH MAS­
CARES ON THE BAY SlOE Or THE ISLANDS. 

SAUNO[RS {SANDS) tut IS SHOW~. 1HE 
SAUNDERS FAMILY EVIDENtLY HAD EXPLORED 
THIS REGION WELLe fAMILIES ON E~LJOTT 
KEY LATER CALLED THE .CUT BETWEEN THE 
RAGGED KEys AND SANDS KEY, LEWIS Cur, 
BUT ~E HAVE f'OUND NO EXPLANATION rOR 

' . ~ . t 
THAT ;fiiAMEe RoMANS SHOWS BLACK CAESA.R S 
CREEJi,tf'!JR THE PIRST TIME. HIS NATU~AL 
HISTORYOf fLORIDA GIVES SOME DIRECTIONS 
rOR NAVIGATING THE REEFS• THESE KEYS 
HAD BEEN INCORRECTLY INCLUDED AS PART 
Or KEY LARGO AND ARE C~LLED PAU LAS 
AND HIJOS LLONGO LARGO ON ONE OLD MAP. 
ROMANS NOTED SEVEN ROCKS.COVERED WITH . 
MANGROVES JUST PAST THE ~OLDIERS KEYS. 
THEIR nTRENCHING 11 WAS NEARLY-SSW. PAST 
THESE WAS THE KEY WITH TWO SMALL HILLS 
ON IT WHICH THE SPANIARbS NAMED LAS 
TETAS OR THE PAPS UNTIL THE PROVIDENCE 
PEOPLE CALLED IT SAUNDERS KEY.,."' A VES-

.SEL DRAWING ABOUT' f'OUR rEET COULD ENTER 
THE SOUND BETWEEN THESE KEYS AND THE 
fRESH WATER ON THE MAINLAND. HE DES­
CRIBED THE UPPER fLORIDA KEYS WITH THE 
MIDDLE ONE1 PERHAPS KEY LARG01 AS THE 
HIGHEST ONE NAMED "CABEZA DE LOS MAR­
TIRES" AND CHARTED CAPE FLORIDA OPPO• 
SITE THAT DANGEROUS REEf NOW MARKED BY 

. CARYSrORT LIGHT. WHEN THE scow, LED­
BURY, JOHN LORRAIN AS MASTER1 WAS GROUND­
EO ON ELL I OTT KEY A LITTLE: NORTH Or CA e:­
SAR1S CREEK DURING·A HURRICANE IN 1769, 
HE WRITES Of' THE SWELLING or THE WATER 
WITHIN THE REEF' .TO A HEIGHT Of' 30 f'EET. 

THOMAS Je:rrREY's CHART or 1775 
SHOWED ISLANDS IN THE PRESENT SAFETY 
VALVE NORTH Or ISLANDIA AS OSWALD AND 
LAURENCE. ELLIOTT KEY IS SHOWN 1 AND 
JENyN, ALSO KNOWN AS JENNINGS, WAS THE 
NAME Or OLD RHODES Ke:y. HENRY JENNINGS, 
PRIVATEER1 MUST HAVE BASED SOME OPERA­
TION~ PROM THERE 1 SALVAGING WHAT HE 
COULD PROM THE SPANISH GALLEONS LOST 
Orr THE COAST IN 1715. OLD RHODES KEY 
MAY HAVE BEEN NAMED rOR THE FAMOUS ISLE ·• 
Or RHODES OR ROSESI IN THE MEDITERRAN­
EAN, OR FOR ROSE ISLAND RoCKS IN THE. 
BAHAMAS. 

EVEN BEFORE THE·AMERICAN Rs:voLlfTION1 

LOYALISTS WHOSE DESCENDANTS WOULD HOME• 
STEAD ON THE UPPER KEYS LErT.THE UN­
TRADJT10NAL GOVERNMENTS Or THE COASTAL 
CITJE? iN GEORGIA AND THE CARO~INAS 
WHEN THEfR PROPERTY WAS CONriS~ATS:D 

"oN A MERE SUSPlCION or DI~LOYALITYo 11 
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·. LEGA~E$ ANCHORAGE OFF ISLANDIA CAME FROM 
fN'h..N OLD CHARLESTON NAME. THOSE-FAMILIES 
~::~~ELIEVED THE KING TO BE MORE f"AIR 1THAN 

THE NEW REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENTS
1

AND 
THEY MOVED TO S~INT AUGUSTIN£ AND ENGLISH 
fLORIDA. -WITH THE ATTRACTION OF LAND 

.GRANTS IN THE BAHAMAS, MANY MOVED TO THE 
ISLANDS. MARINERS, SAILORS AND FISHER• 
MEN CROSSED THE GuLF" STREAM OrTEN AS 
THEY BECAME MORE FAMILIAR WITH THE FLOR• 
I OA KEYS. · 

GEORGE GAULD1 SURVEYING FOR THE 
ADMIRALTY BEFORE 17751 WROTE, 11THE KEYS 
ARE STREWED' WITH FRAGMENTS Of" WRECKS AND 
SELDOM A YEAR PASSES WITHOUT ADDING SOME 
TO THEIR NUMBER." ·HE LOCATED THE "oUT­
SlOE OF THE REEF" IS NO WHERE ABOVE 6 OR 

l MI~ES DISTANT FROM THE RANGE Or ISLANDS, 
WHICH) YOU MAY SAFELY, IN THE DAY TIME, 

.APPROACH NEAR ENOUGH TO MAKE THE LAND 
DISTINCTLY, WHICH IS A VERY MATERIAL 
POINT FOR THOSE THAT ARE BOUND THROUGH 
THE GULFe THE REEF" ITSELF APPEARS VERY 

~~i·: ~··· ., . Pl.. A J NLY or A BROWN COLOUR M I XT WITH 

ADROI\:.~;->-~--~' WHITE SPOTS." HE MENTIONS Tl-ii~ 11JiE~ORT 
THE,; : -~. "FOR"~TRt PF!GVTC£NCl ·WRECKERS1

11 .AND THE 
, (toe , 

OOORf . \~'-~tl TTLE CHANNELS BETWEEN THE BANKS THROUGH . 
Of" Y: WH I.CH F"1 SHERMEN FROM THE BAHAMAS SA I LED 

ON Tl)_ IN THEIR SMALL TURTLING VESSELS; 
L sci/_'. 
ABLE_," .· 
IR Stc.· 
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GOVERNOR JAMES GRANT_OY EAST FLORIDA 
WROTE Of" THE SPONTANEOUS GROWTH OF CITRUS 
ON THE KEY3 AND THE GREAT QUANTI Tr ES OF' 
MAHOGANY AND OTHER TIMBER TO BE FOUND 
THERE. 'PRINCIPAL HARBORS WERE. UNSOUNDED • 
AND UNSURVEYED. A tRENCH CHART Or FLORIDA, 
1780, SHOWS PLAYUELOS AND LAS TETAS AND 
CAVE LARGE S Or I DE BISCAYNO• THOMAS 
KITCHINS 1 MAP Of" 1781 SHOWS PLAYUELOS 
AND LAS TETAS AS PRESENT ISLANDIA,. 
NORTH Or CAVA lARGOS DE Dace: LEGUES, 

EAST t!..ORI DA, . WITH ITS GROWI.NG POP• 
ULATION _OF PEOPLE OF ALL NATIONALITIES, 
WAS. CEDE~. 'BACK TO SPAIN IN 1783 AND 
ENGLISH LOYALISTS IN FLORIDA AGAIN MOVED 
ACROSS THE GuLF STREAM TO THE BAHAMAS 

.AND TO OTHER ISLANDS IN THE CARIBBF.ANe 
JOHN CARY 1 S CHA~T EHOWS ISLANDIA AND KEY 
lARGO ~S GREAT ISTHMUS. 

JAMES GRANT fORBES~ AUTHOR OF SKETCHES, 
ISTORICAL AND TOPOGRAPHICAL OF TH£ tLOR-
~ ( 1821).. 'f.HE KEYS IN 1803 AND 

-.- 4 

'1 

PREDICTED THAT "INSTEAD Or BEING HAUNTS 
OF PICAROONS OF ALL COUNTRIES, THEY 
WILL BE CHANGED INTO THE RESIDENCE Or 
SOME INDUSTRIOUS PEOPLE." He: NOTED 
"THE MOUTH OF.BLACK CAESAR 1S1 NEAR KEY 
lARGO, OR AS CALLED BY SOME BLACK SARAH 1 S 
CREEK, WHICH IS THE ONLY ENTRANCE INTO 
AN EXTENSIVE SOUND, BETWEEN THE KEYS AND 
THE MAINLAND, FURNISHES EXCELLENT WATER. 
THE SIDES Or THE CHANNEL ARE ALMOST 
PERPENDICULAR. THE WRITER, ON A VOYAGE 
IN THE SHIP RUFUS KING, DRIFTED AMONG 
THESE KEYS, WHICH HE CANNOT BUT CONSID• 
ER THE MORE DANGEROUS, AS THE CURRENTS 
·BAFF'LE ALL CALCULATION. 

"ALONG THE FLORIDA REEF AND AMONG -
THE KEYS, A GREAT A6UNDANCE AND VARIETY 
Of" TURTLE AND FISH MAY BE TAKEN••• ... 
BESIDES THE GENERAL CHARACTER Of" THE 
KEYS, OR ICLANDS, FOR THE PURPOSE Of" 
PRIVATEER!NG AND TunTLJNG1 TO WHICH 
THEY HAVE LONG BEEN SUBtERVIENT, THEY 
WERE FORMERLY WELL TIMBERED ••• BUT THEY 
HAVE BEEN CUT AND CARRIED OFF" BY THE 

'I , 

; WRECKERS ... WHO SINCE THE WARS HAVE 
CEASED TO YIELD THEM THEIR USUAL HAR­
VEST, HAVE DEPENDED FOR THEIR SUPPORT, 

. IN A GREAT MEASU~E UPON THIS ENCROACH­
MENT ON SPANISH TERRITORY. IN ADDITION 
TO THIS, THEY RECEIVE THEIR TURTLE f"ROM 
THIS QUARTER1 HAVING CRAWLS WHICH THEY 
OCCUPY PERIODICALLY, ABOUT NOVEMBER 
WHEN .THE TURTLES APPROACH THE fLORIDA 
SHORES lN IMMENSE GROUPS, AND BECOME 
AN EN3Y PREY TO THE DARTS OF THE TUR­
TLERs ••• IT IS CONFIDENTLY ASSERTED 
THAT THE INDIANS (CAME) TO THE EASTERN 
COAST TO WRECK." 

THE UNITED STATES ACQUIRED FLORIDA 
IN 1821. ABOUT THIS. T~ME1 WILLIAM 
AUGUCTUS BOWLES, AMONG HIS OTHER PROJECTS, 
I NTElWENED FOR THE SEMI NOLES 1 · CONTROL 
OF THEIR LANDS. BoWLES 8ANK MAY HAVE 
BEEN NAMED FOR HIM. · MORE THAN ONE TREA­
SURE IS HIDDEN AMONG THE WOODED KEYS Or 
ISLANDIA• THE MANY OUTLETS OF CAESAR'S 
CREEK PROVIDED A PERFECT RETREAT F'OR 
BLACK CAESAR THE SECOND, WHO LOWERED 
HIS MAST, TIED TO AN IRON RING AHCHOREO 
TO A ROCK IN THE CREEK AND HID'BEHINO 
THE TANGLE OF THE ISLANDS. CAESAR KEPT 
PRISONERS ON ELLIOTT KEY1 WHICH MAY BE 
WHY INDIANS BELIEVED IT TO BE.HAUNTED. 



\>'1 ~: 

""DAVID _TRUE TELLS US "'r'HAT WHEN. 
AMERICAN AUTHORITIES WERE PLANNING TO 

\GET AID Of" CAESAR, WORD' REACHED- HIM WITH 
MYSTERIOUS PROMPTNESS. HE SAILED WITH 
SEVERAL MILLION DOLLARS IN GOLD BUT LEf'T 
24 TONS OF SILVER IN BISCAYNE BAY. HE 
JOINED OTHER PIRATES ON THE WEST COAST 
Of" FLORIDA. RETURNING FOR THE SILVER 
HE ~AS CAPTURED AND TAKEN BY THE NAVY 
TO KEY WESTe ACCORDING TO LEGEND1 HE 
WAS: TRICKED BY A RUSE OF THE WIDOW OF 
A METHODIST MINISTER WHOSE EYES HE HAD 
PUT OUT. JN KEY WEST HE WAS BURNED AT 

' ' . 
THE STAKE, THE WIDOW LIGHTI~G THE FAGG• 
OTSe HIS S!LVER TREASURE WAS SUNK BY 
HIS OWN ORDERS IN THE WATER AT CAESAR'S 
CREEK n\~HERE ROCKS AP't BESIDE 'IT." 

CAESAR 1 S CREEK MAY HAVE BEEN A SAFER 
PLAtE FOLLOUJNG THE DEPARTURE OF THE 
~ECOND BLACK CAESAR BUT PIRACY IN GEN• 
tRAL I NCR EASED AMONG THE fl. OR J DA KEYS • 

-.·.THE YOur•G FEDERAL. GOVERNMENT TOOK STEPS 
TO SUBt>UE THESE '1BRETHREN OF THE COAST •" 

A W~sT tN~JAN SQUADRON W4S 
•· tSTABLI SHED AT THE NJ:W NAVAL BASE 

J N 'KEY WEST WITH COMMODORE C.4'el D PORTER 
IN COMMANDe J~ SPITE OF YEL~OW FEVER, 
THE PIRA7! FIG~TERS WON THJ:!R BA~TLES. 
THEY rOUGH':' W! i"H SMALL SCHOOW!RS MID 
FERRY BOATS, .MANEUVERABLE IN !ITHFR 
DIRECTION. AMONG THEIR SHIPS WAS THE 
SEAGULL, THE FIRST STEAM•PROPELLED VES­
SEL USED BY THE AMERICAN NAVY. 

AN 1823 MAP BY H. s. TANNER saows 
LES PARi,O! S AND SAUNDERS CuT IN I t.:.AND­
IA .WITH STIPRUP BIGHT IN THE SOUTH­
WESTERN PART OF THE BAYa F1NLEY 1 S MAP 
OF 1827 SHOWS SANDWICH GuLF AND ELLIOT 1S 
ISLAND. . 

1 
JOHN JAMES AuDUBON WAS DELI~GHTED 

.WITH THE.BIRDS AND TROPICAL FO~ES~RY OF 
THE ISLANDS WHEN H£ MADE A TRIP r-ROM 

. ST. AUGUSTINE TO DRY TORTUGAS ABOARD 
THE CUTTER MARION IN a8J2. H£ D~S­
CRJB~O. TH~ REEFS WHICH PROTECT THE KEYS 
AND THEtR HARBORS AS HAVING THE APPEAR• 
ANCE OF' ~~A HUGE WALL 6U I L T BY AN ARMY 
OF' GIANTS~" HE AROSE AT 3 0 1 CLOCK EACH 
MORNING AND HUNTED AMONG THE MANQROVES 
OF' MANY KEYS TO SKETCH THE PLANTS AND 
BIRDS. 

5-

FoLLOWING THE EMANCIPATION OF 
SLAVES IN THE BAHAMAS IN 1834, AND THE 
FAILURE OF MANY PLANTATIONS, PIONEER 
FAMILIES WHO HAD ORIGINALLY EMIGRATED 
FROM GEORGIA AND THE CAROLINAS TO THE 
BAHAMAS, GREEN TURTLE CAY AND GOVERN­
OR'S ISLAND, AGAIN CROSSED THE GuLF 
STREAM AND HOMESTEADED ON THE fLORIDA 
KEYS. RETURNING TO THE UNITED STATES, 

~THEY LIVED ALONG TH£ SEASHORE.; BEFORE 
THE ORGANIZATION OF OUR CoAST toARD1 

THESE SETTLERS RESCUED MANY MEN AND 
SHIPS FROM THE REEFS BORDERING HAWK 
CHANNEL. 

AN ANONYMOUS BRITISH MAP OF 1834 
SHOWS BLACK SARAH 1S CREEK AS CAESAR'S 
CRtEKe JOHN lEE WtL~IAMS CHARTED HIS 
MAP oF FtORioiCTti-183TANo----t-ii"E"N"AMi:s 
or(A ""P"ARTDA-ANDMASCARAR NO Ld'NGER 
DECORAT£VE~Y DESCRIBED ISLANDIA IN 
PICTURESQ1JE SPANISH.- SAND.,.IICH GuLF, 
OUR PRES[NT BiSCAYNE 8,'\Y1 EXTENDED 
FROM THE MANGROVE FRI~GE OF KEY lARGO 
TO RIO RATONES (MIAMI RIVER) ALMOST . 
4o MfL£s NORTHWARD. IT wAs sEYEN To 
NINE FEET DEEP, THE BOTTOM COVERED IN 
PLACES WITH SOFT M

1
uc. PAPO WAS THE 

NAME OF A SMALL GROUP Or ISLANDS THEN 
IN EXISTENCE NORTJ1'E~ST OF THE RAGGED 
K~Y~, /AND CASTOR ~D POLLUX BORE THE 
PSEUDONYMS OF TWO R=VATEERS ACT.IVE IN. 
THESE WP:re:Rs. BL K CAESAR 1S1 SAUNDERS 
AND tOWEV WERE THREE INLETS FROM OCEAN 
TO ·BAY. WILLIAMS WR01'E THAT THE EAST­
ERN SHORE OF ELL I OTT KEV \-lAS COVERED 
WITH LUXURIANT HARpWOOD TREES AND THAT 
WRECKAGE Of" EVERY DESCRIPTION, CARRIED 
BY TH~ WAVES, COVERED THE SHORELINE. 
ALMO~T OPPOSITE THE SOUTHERN KEYS OF 
J SL.AriD I A BEGAN CARYSFORT REEF 1 EXTEND• 
lNG 10 THE SOLDIERS KEYS• WU.LIAMS . 
THOUGHT IT THE MOST DANGEROUS PART OF 
THE \·.'H01.E REEF AS MORE SHIPS WERE 
WRECK~D THERE THAN ALONG THE fLORIDA 
COAST .. 

fLORIDA'S RENOWNED NATURALIST AND 
PROF'!':SSOR OF FORESTRY AT THE UNfVERSin 
OF MtAMI 1 DR. JoHN GIFFORD1 .WROTE OF 
THE EEG!NNINGS OF THE SEMINOLE WARS1 
IN PROGRE~S AT THIS TIME. HIS MANU• 
SCRIPTS TELL OF THEIR EFFECT ON RESI• 
DENTS OF' THE KEYS. "THERE WAS TURMOIL 
FOR A ~ONG TIME ••• WE HAD ONE ~NDREQ 
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ir:ft:,'f'IFTY FORTS AND ALMd'ST AS MANY BROK£N 
TREATJEs ••• (AND) DROV.E THE INDIANS INTO 
THE swAMPS or THE &ouT~ IN oRotR To SEE 
THE LAND GET BACK THE PURCHASE PRICE." 

"SLAVE: RAIDS AND HUNGER PLAGUED THE 
lNQIANS ON RESERVATIONS IN CENTRAL rLOR• 

. !OA. ~ SCATTERED TRIBES, REFUSING TO CEO£ 
. THE! R LANOS1 FO!JGHT FOR SURVI VALe HOME- . 
STEAOERS ON THE KEYS MOVED SOUTHWEST TO• 
WARD KEY VACA AND KEY WEST WHEN NEGOTIA• 
TIONS WITH THE INDIANS FAILED AND RETURN• 
ED TO THE UPPER KEYS ON\.Y WHEN THE INDIANS 
RETREATED INTO THE 1 GLADES•c"i'CoLONEL WILL• 
lAM HARNEY- CAPTURED AND KILLED CHAKIKA, 
LAST OF THE SEMINOLE CHIEF'S AND LEADER 
OF THE PERRINE MASSACRE ON INDIAN KEY 
{FORMERLY NAMED MATANZA BY THE SPANISH 
AND -KAY ;oMf'ORT BY THE ENGLJSH). 

RIDGE1 CoNFEDERATE SECRETARY OF WAR1 

SAI~EO DOWN BISCAYNE BAY TO ELLIOTT KEY 
AND ESCAPED THROUGH CAESAR'S CREEK, TAK­
ING WHAT WAS ~EFT or THE CONFEDERATE 
TREASURY TO SAFETY• ONE DIARY OF THAT 
ERA RECORDED THAT 11 SCORES Of' f'\.AMINGOtS, 
VERMILJbN SCARLET" WERE ON ELLIOTt-KEY • 
PRESENT MIAMI WAS OCCUPiED BY V~RY ROUGH 
MEN. 

IN 1886, JEREMIAH S~UNOERS FROM 
GREEN TURTLE CAY IN THE BAHAMAS, WAS 
GRANTED LAND ON ELLIOTT AND ADAMS KEYS 
BY THE UNITED STATES WHOSE PRESIDENT 
WAS THEN GROVER CLEVELAND• -H~ WAS A 
PLANTER AND LIVED ON THE OCEAN $IDE Or 
ELLIOTT KtY, A:MILE NORTH OF CAESAR'S 
CREEK, WITH HIS WIFE1 MARIAN, AND THEIR 
TWO SONS 1 EDWIN AND HERMAN•J ·• 

COLONEL RoBERT Ea LEE VISITED BJS• (OWIN MARRIED SARAH MAGO LIN£ 
CAYNE BAr IN 1849, UNDER INSTRUCTIONS ROBERTS, DAUGHTER Or JOHN AND 

1
ARGARET 

FROM G~N RAL JosEPH ToTTEN (ToTTEN Ktv), (PINDER) RoeERTS, o; GREEN TuR LE CAY 
CHIEF or ENGINEERS_, WASHJNGTON1 AND THE. ,.,.AND CHEROKEE SOUND. SHE WAST£ GRANO• 
WAR 0EPA~TMENT1 TO CONSJOER THE AOVISA ... , DAUGHTER or JOHN WILLIAM AND 5A

1
RAH 

BILITY OF LOCAL MILITARY INSTALLATIONS. ,.{RUSSELL) ROBERTS AND GREAT-GRANDDAUGH• 
CAPTAIN M. C. MEIGS (MEIGS K£y) WAS ·-TER Or WrLLfAM AND JANE {CuRRY) RUSSELL_. 
LATER CAPTAIN OF ENG,NEERS BASED AT KEY 
WEST DURING THE CIVIL WAR. KEY WEST 
WAS THE LARGEST SALVAGE CENTER IN THE ~ 
UNITED STATEs. 

i 

Wt VISITED SARAH MAGOALINE IN 
HOMESTEAD IN 196l. ArTER EOWIN 1 S DEATH1 
SHE HAD REMARRIED; SHE WAS NOW 1.MRS. R., 
C. Pl NOER. .SHE AND HER BROTHER ... IN-LAW, 
HERMAN, AND HIS WiFE HAD SOLD THEIR -
ELLI~TT KEY PROPERTY IN 1909 TO fRANK• 
LIN COLEMAN BUSH1 THEN A WEALTHY R£SI·­
O£NT OF.COCONUT GROVE. 

·· TN 1856, LIEUTENANT J. C. IVES COM­
PLETED HIS FAMOUS fLORIDA MAP AT THE 
OIRECTJON OF JEFFERSON 0AVIS1 THEN U.S. 
SECRETARY OF STATEc fVES SHOWS A 11PtARL: 
0VSTER BANK11 .NORTH Of' ISLANDIA Af'ID "ELLI• 
OTT'S KEY11 INCLUDES 5E:AGRAPE PolfiT• "KOON• HER R£MlNISC£NSES o; THE OLD HOME 
TIE AND HUNTING GROUNDS" ARE ON 1H£ MAIN• ON ELLIOTT KEY WERE WARM AND HAPPY1 
LAND WHERE COCONUT GROVE JS'NoW. ILLUMINED BY A LOVELY SMILE. SHE REMEM­

KJNFOL~S, BY BRIGADIER GENERAL WILL• 
lAM CURRY HARLLE£1 TELLS Of" THE LOYA'-TY 
OF "PEACEABLE AND INDUSTRIOUS".CONfED[R• 
ATE SOLDIERS f'ROM THE KEYS. ~1TH THE 
FEDERAL OCCUPATION OF KEY WEST1 CONrEDER•• 
ATE SYMPATHIZERS LEFT THE ISLANDS YIA 

'THE BAHAMAS TO JOIN SOUTHERN FORCES IN 
'NOR!H fLORIDA. ONE JOHN CURRY, WHO MOVED 

HIS FAMILY TO MANATEE JN 18601 HELPED 
THE ~NFEDERATE SECRETARY OF STAT£1 JuDAH 
P. BENJAMIN, ESCAPE FROM FLORIDA. 

·. DR. A.c J11 HANNA WRITES IN HIS f"LJGHT 
TO 0BLIVJON THAT GENERAL JoJiN BRECI<IN• . '" ~ . ' 

BERED THAT THEIR ATTIC WAS "JUST LIKE A 
L~TTLE STOR£1 DON'T YOU ,KNOW•••W£ BOUGHT 
EVERYTHJ NK IN QUANTI-TIES--BARRELS 0, 
SUGAR AND CASES OF CANNED GOODS--AND 
HAD ALL THE WONOERrVL THINGS FROM THE 
SEA-.. TfRTLES, FISH AND CRAWf',SH." ht 
THOSE DAYS THE BIGGEST CHORE or THE 
WIVES WAS FEEDING THE LABORERS WHO 
WORKED!FOR THE SEASIDE FARMERS. 

WELL•KNOWN FAMlLIES IN MONROE AND 
DAD£ COUNTitS TODAY 1 ALMOST ALL Or"WHOM, 
ARE DISTANTLV RELATED, PLANTED THEIR . 
PfNEAPPL~ PLANTATIONS AND THEIR LIM£ 
GROVES IN THE ROCKY 1 R I CH SO I.L Of' THE ,. 

- 6 -"~"'( 
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. lN THOSE 0AfS1 THE LAND GREW LARGE 
'fRE£~1 SOME "TWO F'EtT IN'. DIAMETER AND 

. ··A HUNDRED F£ET TALL." THE PLANTE'RS CUT 
OUT AREAS OF SMALL TRE!S AN0. 11 1;Aip THEM 
ALL ON£ WAY" TO DRY AND SEASON .FOR FUT­
URE BUILDING AND FtREWOOD1 THEN ~URNED 

·THE CLtA~EO LAND. "THE ROCK WENT TO 
LIME AND .PINEAPPLE SLfPS WERE PLANTED 
IN THE POWDER.'' ALMOST ALL THE HIGH 
LAND WAS EVENTUALLY BURN(D BUT THEY 
WERE CAREFUL NEVER. TO START A FIRE NEXT 
TO AN ESTABLISHED PLANTATION 11UNLESS 
THE WIND WAS RIGHT." LABORERS HARVESTED 
THE PINES, COUNTED THEM BY TALLIES AND 
CARRIED THEM IN BASKETS TO ~HE BARGES 
AT THE SHORE WHICH FERRIED THE FRUIT TO 
WAITING"SCHOONERSa IF THE WINDS WERE 
NOT FAVORABLE, "THE SCHOONERS DIDN 1 T 
GET VERY FAR AND THE PINES WERE LOST 
AND THROWN OVER," PERHAPS A TOTAL LOSS 
FOR THE P~ANTERS. 

1-

P!NEA!PPLES RIPENED ABOUT THE MIDDLE 
OF MAY AND WERE PICKED BY JuNE THE 10TH. 
fAMILIES .ON ELLIOTT KtY WOULD HAVE THEIR 
BELONGINGS ALL PACKED AND BE READY TO 
LEAVE IN THEIR SAILBOATS AND SPEND THE 
SUMMER VISITING WITH FRIENDS ·IN CUTLER1 
ALONG THE KEYS AND IN KEY WEST UNTIL 
THE HURRICANE SEASON WAS PASTa ACCORD• 
lNG TO OBSERVANT Pt.ONURS, HURRICANES 
WERE A THREAT FROM MID-JuLY UNTIL THE 
OCTOBER FULL MOON. 

NEAR THE SOUTH END OF ELLIOTT KEY 1 

ALMOST OPPOSITE BILLY'S POINT1 LIVED 
'WILLIAM 0. ALBURY WITH HIS FAMILY. PART. 
OF THIS PROPERTY WAS LATER OWNEO BY OR. 

. JOHN Gt FFORD • "UNCLE 81 LLYn ALBURY·· 
HANDLED M~ST OF THE LEGAL AF'FAIRS OF THE 
ISLANDERS AND AT ONE TIM£ W~S JUSTiCE 
OF THE PEACE. HE HAD A COCONUT GRbvE 
HOME NEAR.THE PRESENT SANK BUI~DI1G• 

. ON NEIGHBORING LAND ALO. NG THE/OCEAN 
FRONT LIVED HIS PARENTS, THE D~VI~ AL• 

. BURYS1 WITH THEIR SON1 JOE1 AND HfS 
WIF£1 CATHERIN£1 NEE SWEETING. foR YE~RS 
THESE FAMILIES COMMUTED TO KEY WEST FOR 
IMPORTANT FAMILY EVENTS••MARRIAGES1 BIRTHS 
AND THEIR FEW SERIOUS ILLNESSES. 

ON THE NORTHERN END OF ELLIOTT KEY1 
" ABOUT WHERE THE T. V. MOORE HOUSES ARE 
\_HOW1 Ll VED THE HENRY tiLERS. SOUTHWARD 

.· ALONG THE 8EACK WAS tHE LAND OF Gt:ORGE 

, .. 

. SwEETING AND His WI
1

F'E CoRNELIA• He:R 
PARENTS WERE WILLIAM HENRY RuSSELL AND 
ELVIRA (Lowe:}. WtLL)AM 1 S PARENTS WERE 
JOSEPH AND SARAH (CURRY) RuSSELL, 
DAUGHTER OF BENJAMIN CURRY1 PLANTER 
ON GREEN TURTLE CAY AND MARY CURRY FROM 
SOUTH CAROLINA. 

GEORGE SWEETING BUILT THREE SIZE• 
ABLE SHIPS1 ON£ oF'44 TONS, TO TRANSPORT 
HIS FARM PRODUCE FROM THE ISLAND TO THE 
MARKETS ON THE MAINLAND AND ON THE LOW• 
ER KEYS. HIS INVESTMENT IN HIS ~AND 
WAS $1 1 600, BUT WHEN HENRY rLAGLER WAS 
BUILDING HIS HUGE ROYAL PALM ·HOTEL IN 
MIAMI HE eoUGHT 800 C.OCONUT TREES FROM 
SWEETING FOR A OOLLAR;A~~lECE ~NO THEY 
WERE TRANSPLANTED TO :L~WQs.CAPE THE HOTE:L 

._. ~. ' 

GROUNDS. 

ELLIOTT KEY ONCE GREW LOVEtY LARGE 
MADEIRA TREES, A HAR~ WOOD RESEMS~ING 
MAHOGANY. ONE DAY A THREE•MASTED SCHOON• 
ER ANCHORED OFF SHORE AND MEN ~NDED ON 
THE ISLAND WITH THE PURPOSE Of' BUYING 
MANY .OF THESE TREES. THEY BOUGHT ABOUT 
FIll£ HUNDRED FOR A. DOLLAR EACH1 .HAD 
THEM CHOPPED DOWN, ,SAWED IN HALF AND 
DRAGGED BY MULE$ TO THE B£AtH, WHERE 
THE LOGS WERE FLOATED OUT TO THE SHIP 
AND LOADED ABOAROa fEW OF' THE SMALLER 
TREES SURVIVED THE 19o6 HURRtCAN£. 

THOMAS SWEETING AND HIS Wtf'£1 MARY 
ANN (ALBUftY••SHE WAS A SISTER OF UNCLE 
BILLY ALBURY)~ LIVED NORTH OF' SEAGRAPE 
POINT NEAR THE COVE THEY CALLED "LlTTL£ 
BEACH." THEY HAD FOUR SONS.,•NOR~N1 
HOMER, S&:ELY AND BtN. THOMAS 1 . FA'rH.ER 
ASA LIVED WITH THEM; ASA 1 S WIFE DIED 
DURING THE YELLOW F£YER EPIDEMIC OF 
1887; HOMER SWEETING MARRIED ARENA 
THOMPSON.WHO HAD .MOVED TO ELLtq.TTT KEY 
WITH HER PAP.ENTS IN 1884. NOR~ OF' 
PotNT ADELL£, THOMAS AND GtoRG£ JOHN• 
SON BUILT THEIR HOME1 AND SOUTH ALONG 
THAT COAST LIVED ARENA 1 S PARENTS, ROBERT 
AND MARY THOMPSON. THE THOMPSONS, WITH 
MARV 1 S rATHER HENRY PINDER, DEEDED A 
HALF ACRE Of' TIIEt A LAND IN 1891 TO THE 
DADE COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD. ALTHOUGH 
MANY OF' THE CHILDREN FROM THE KEYS WENT 
TO SCHOOL IN KEY WEST DURING THE SUMMER 
HONTHS1 DADE COUNTY WAS AWARE OF THE 
INCREASING NEED FOR A SCHOOL ON ELLIOTT 
Ktv. 
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;r~p --. ' '~AR 'BACK AS 18871 AT ITS SEPTEMBER 
~f!J;/( )TH MEETINa1 THE BOARD Hl\0 DECt,.~~EO A NEW 
l;: SCHOOL OtSTRI CT TO BE: KNOWN AS NUMBER 

FOUR AND !O SERVE "£LLIOTT 1 S KtY" AND AD• 
JACENT lSLANOS. HENR't r:ILER WAS NAMED 
TRUSTEE .F'OR tHE 'ot STRl CT • 

!. 

~·· .... 
A FRAME BUILDING WAS BUILT ON THE DON• 

ATED.LAND IN THE CENTER OF HAMMOCK. JT 
·' · WAS USED NOT ONLY FOR C:LASSt:S ON WEEKDAYS 

BUT SERV~O AS A CHURCH tOR METHODIST SER• 
VICES. TH£ EARLIEST TEACH£ns IN THE HEW 
SCHOOL WERE MAUDE KNAPP1 ANN SINGLETON 
AND A MR. HARRIS. 

CHI LOREN WALKED 11MANY ~ ROCK" f'ROM 
HOME TO SCHOOL THOUGH A FEW SAILED THEIR 
OWN DINGHIES. {N LATER YEARS SCHOOL 
ATTENDANCE WAS NOT ALWAYS UP TO THE SCHOOL 
BOARD.1 S STANDARD OF 10 PUPILS fOR EVERY 
SCHOOL. ANOTHER SMALL SCHOOL HOUSE WAS 
BUILT CLOSER TO THE BEACH BUT IT WAS USED 

FOR ONLY A SHORT TIME., 

VISITING MINISTERS FROM MATTECUMSE OR 
LEMON C.l TY STAYED OVERNIGHT AT TH£ PLANT .. 
~RS' HOMES DURING THEIR VISITS AND THE 
rAMlLIES WOULD ROTATE THEIR HOSPITALITY 
TO THE WELCOME CLERGYMEN, WHEN THERE 
WAS NO MINlSTER TO CONDUCT THE SERVICES1 

SOME or THE PATRIARCHS, LIKE: RoBERT THOMP .. 
SON, HENRY PINDER AND JEREMIAH 5AUNDERS­
OFfJCIATED AS LAY LEADERS. 

ONLY ONE OF THE ORJGINAL SETTLERS' 
HOMES R£MA~NS TODAY on ELLIOTT KEY. IT • 
WAS BUILT BY ARTHUR AND EoGAR H&GGSe 
IT IS NOWTHE PROPERTY o; ISLANDIA COUN• 
CILMAn LEWIS M. ADAMS~ 

i .-

. ·: :. 

LONG REMEMBERED HAS B£EN THE ;SEA TRAG· 
EDY THAT CLA!MED THE LIVES Of" ARTHUR HIGGS_, 
HIS THREE SMALL SONS AND YOUNG DAUGHTER. 
THE HJGGS fAMILY HAD BEEN THE OVERNIGHT 

.. GUESTS OF THE HENRY fiLERS. Nt~T MORNJNG, 
SAlLING TOWARDS HOME_, THEY ROUNDED THE 
POINT IN A STRONG NORTH WINO AND THE BOAT 
JIBED OVER ANO.CAPSIZED. THE fATHER AND 
HIS.FOUR CHILDREN WERE BURIED JUST SOUTH 

. OF tHE FILER. HOM£. 

: J.' .- ALf"REO AtH£SON, WHOM I'U S COLI,E:AGUES 
.,'- .•UCKNAM£0 "BUBSA SMART," HAD BUILT HIS 

HOUSE NORTH OF PETREL POINT, PERHAPS TO 
.\/-".,:WATCH FOR SHIPS APPROACHING THE CORAL 

I , 

REEFS• HIS PROMPTNESS Af\ID 1;F:.XPE~T SEA• 
MANSHIP IN SALVAGING OISTRESSEP .. SHtPS 
AND RESCUING THEIR CREWS EARNED HIM 
LOCAL FAME AS A SALVAGER• lN LATER 
YEARS ACHESON SOLD HJS LAND TO W. R. 
HARNEY. IN THOSE EARLY TRANSFERS o; 
PROPERTIES IT IS INTERESTING TO NOT£ 
HOW OFTEN THE ABSTRACTS INCLUOEO "EN• 
TIRE PINEAPPLE PLANTATIONS" IN THE SALES 
AND RESTRICTED TH£ BUILDING Of" COMMER­
CIAL FISH HOUSES. 

I 

THE fJRST fAMILIES BUILT THEIR HOMES 
ON THE NATURAL RIOG£ ALONG THE ISLAND 
COAST fACJNG THE OCEAN. WRECKAGE SAL• 
VAGEO FROM THE TIDES OFTEN SERVED AS 
MATERIALS IN THE WOODEN HOUSES BUT SOME 
ENTERPRISING BUILDERS_, LIKE JOHN WATKINS, 
BOUGHT LUMBER AND HARDWARE BY SAILBOAT 
FROM KEY WEST. WJTH A NATURAL ~LL or 
SAND DUNES BETwEEN THE RIDGE AND THE 
oeEAN1 THE:RE WAS PAfTI AL PROTECTION . 
FROM ABNORMA~ tiDES~ AND THE FRAME HOUSES 
WERE GROUND•PJNNED TO THE RO~K TO WITH­
STANO HIGH WINOS. THIS WAS THE TECHNJ• 
QUE OF ANCHORINq THE FRAMEWORK OF THE 
HOUSE TO HARDWOdD LOG.S BUR I ED IN DITCHES 
AT THE CORNERS AND PARALLE~ TO THE SlOts. 
UNLIKE THE HOMESTEADERS ON MOST OF THE q 

f { 
OTHER KEYS1 THE E1LIOTT KEY SETTLERS ' 
eUILT THEIR HOMES WITHOUT FRONT PORCHES._"_\ 

0; COURSE THEY D£P~NDED ON TH~ RAINS 
FOR THEIR FRESH WATER. 8£FOR~ CISTERNS 
WERE (NSTA~L£01 THEY USED BARRELS TO 
CATCH AND STORE THE RAINWATER. DAVIS 
ALBURY INGENIOUSLY USED A BUOY THAT HAD 
f~OATEO ASHORE. HE REMOVED THE TOP 
PLAT£1 PLANTED IT NEAR THE HOUS~ AND RAN 
LEAOE~S FROM THE ROOF GUTTERS INTO THE 
CONTA1NER. To AUGMENT THIS SOMETIMES 
INSUffiCIENT SOURCE Of" FRESH WATER, THE 
PIONEER MEN WOULD SAIL TO THE MIAMI 
RJVER# WHERE THEY rOUND CLEAN FRESH 
WATER ABOUT WHERE THE RAILROAD BRIDGE 
NOW CROSSES. OR THEY WOULD SAIL·ACROSS 
THE BAY lO THE CANALS OF THE MAINLAND, 
WHERE THE EARLY PIRATES AND SAILORS FILL~ 
EO THEIR JUGS. LIKE THt EARLY ADVENTUr.­
ERS1THEY T001 fOUND A FRESH WATER SPRINC 

WA~ER FOR THE LABORERS, THE StTTLERS 
WOULD PURIFY THE WATER THEY HAD COLLECT-

•• 

IN THE MIDDLE OF THE BAY. To SUPPLY -~· 

EO WITH CHARCOAL OR SULPHUR. USUALLY . · 
TH£Y TRANSPORTED FRtSH WATER I·N fOUR 

. . r- . /·' 

• I , • 
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'''¢A"$~S,tN T;HE BOTTOM OF A OINGliY,:~ TWO ON 

EITHER ~Hot. 
. ' 

EVERY. HOME HAD, t TS DOC~, WITH ITS 
SLOOP OR DINGHY AND PERHAPS A SCHOONER 
ANcHoRe.o NEARer. ~H~THER THEY wERt PLArn­
tRs, F'l StiERM,~N OR' $Hl PBU'I L~tRS1 THEY 
SOUGHT THEIR LIY&:LHtOOO FROM THE PRODUCTS 
Of' THE SEA••F"I ~H~ ,.'WWF'I SH, TURTLES AND . 
SPONGES••\11HfCH.L\tt'f't:.IAT .TIME WERE PLENTI• 
FUL AROUND THi~~~yj·{iH~ BETTER ClUAJ.ITY 
BEING F'OUND. ON1 Tit£ .eAY SIDE. AS EXPRESS• 
ED BY ONE OLOTIMt:R-,. "Wt WENT FOR WHATEVER 
THERE WAS A NICKtL. TO BE GO~TEN OUT or." 

THEY DELIVERED THEIR SPONGZS AND TIM• 
. BER· TO COMMERCIAL CENTERS AND TH£ PERl~~ 

'""' · ABLE SE$\f'OOI) AND~ f'ARM PROCUCE TO. I,.OCAL 
MAR~ETS BECAUSE THEY HAD NO R£f'RIGERA• 
TION. CRAWFISH THRIVED ALONG THE SHORES 
~NO ANY NIGHT YOU COULD CATCH A SKIFf'­
I.OAP.WITH THE LlGHT OF A KEROSENE LAN• 
TERN. THE MARKET PRICE THEN WAS A.BOUT 
riVE CENTS A POU~D. 

GREEN TURTLES WERt CAUGHT ON THE REEF 
WJTH LARGE•MESH NETS, SUPPORTED BY CORK 
FLOATS BUT WITH NO ~£ADS• ONE NET1 WHICH 

· HAD BEEN ANCHORED FOR A WEEK, SNARED 

l 
.. "NI N£. G. ··R ... £ •. EN .. · T. U. RTLESa . A8NER SWEETING RE• . MEMBERS THAT EACH OF' THESE PRIZES FROM 

•. THt' S~~ WEIGHED .FROM 250 TO 300 POUNDS 
. WHEN 'TH£Y.W:ERE f'INA.LI,.Y Wi:IGttEO•IN AT 

THE KEY WEST CRAWLS. . 
''' - " 

SOME OF THE EARLY SETTLERS US£D 
THEIR SCHOOH£RS DURING THE OFF PERIODS 
OF fARMING TO FERA~FREIGHT FROM KEY 
WEST TO HAVANA. lN THOSE EARLY LEISURE• 

. LY DAYS~ SAILBOATS WERE TH~ PIONEERS' 
ONLY COMMUNICATION WITH TH' OUTSIDE WORLD. 
Two SMALL SCHOONERS, BUILT ON PLANTATION 
KEY--THE ISLAND HOME AND THE NDNPORT-· 
MADE WEEKLY TRIPS FROM KEY ltiEST TO SOUND 
POUlT ON KEY LARGOo \ f"ROM THE :INDIAN Rl y ... 
ER SECTION, TWIN BOAT~ OF ABOUT 10 TONS, 

_ THE ARDELL AND THE DEf..tiE, BROUGHT SUPP• 
LIES, FREIGHT AND PASSENGERS to ELLIOTT 
KEY. THEY SAILED TH~ INLAND WATERWAY . 
AND USED 80TH EAST AND WEST CHANNELS OF 
THE fEATHERBED BANKSo FREIGHT AND MAIL 
WER£. ~~OUGH"! TO ELLIOTT KEY FROM COCONUT 
GROVt:AfiO BuENA VISTA 8Y THt SCHOONER 
HAR~Y'S .BROTHERS. 

~-;'' -•.: "' . 

. -,,.f'AMILIES ALWAY's GOT TOGtTHER FOR 
HOUOAY CE\.EBRATlONS• THANKSGt Vli'JG~ 
CHR1STM~S AND OTHER FESTtVt OCCASIONS 
WERE THE.TIMES f'OR SUMPTUOUS FEASTS 
TO WHICH TH£ WIVES BROUGHT SAVORY ROASi 
CHICKEN~~ CRA\ofFISH AND ROASTING tARS Of 

CORN WITH SUCH GOUrMET DELIGHTS AS LIME 
PIES AND COCONUT CAKES. FoR COOKING 
F' Hn:s t'Of.J£111 U ~£0 CHI PS FROM BOAT BU l LO•· 
lNG AND BUTTONWOOD BRANCHES. 

SOUTH tLORtOA 1 S HARDY COCONUT TREE 
HAVE BEEN A &000 FRIEND TO MAN. DURIN< 
THE EARLIEST RECORDED DAYS OF THE SPAN­

·ISH MISSIONS, ONE MISSIONARY ~ROTHER 
WROTE: OF' THE INDIANS CROSSING BISCAYNE 
BAY tN THEIR CANOES TO GATHER ~OCONUTS 
FROM THt lSr,.ANDS. HURRICAN.tS MAY TWIS": 
TH£ TR£tS1 BLOW THEM OVER AND CQVER THe .. 
WJTH TONS OF SAND BUT EVENTUALLY THE 
TREES SURV1Vt AND COCONUTS GROW AGAIN. 
THe: KEY PIONEERS LE:ARNED;THAT CHICKENS 
LAtD BtAUTtFUL EGG$ ON A DIET OF rRESH 
OR ORIED COCONUTe WHEN THE MOSQUITOES 
WERE BAD, SMUDGE f'ROM BURNING COCONU'F 
HUSKS AND BUTTONWOOD' KEPT THEM AWAY. 
EVEN THE CHICKENS LEARNED TO WALK UP 
TH£ RAMP THROUGH TK' SMOKE TO THE CHI~ 
EN HOUSE. 

COCONUTS AND S£AGRAP&:S STlLL G~OW 
ALONG THE $110R.£ Of" ISLANDIA, -AND .Ti:t£ 

COOL HAMMOCK FOREST JN THE DEEP HUMUS 
Of T!'fE I NT£RI OR Of' TH&: ISLANDS1 6LA.CK 
OLIVE AND SATINLEAF TREES GROW WILO. 
OR. JOHN GIFFORD WROTE THAT HAMMOCK L.A 
IS THE FOREST THAT MANGROVE AN~ PINE~A 
WOULD B£COME tV UNDAMAGED BY FIR£ OR 
f"t..OODo 

LOW HEDGES OF AUSTRALIAN PINES 
WERE PLANTED TO SERVE AS WINDSR,AK$ A~ 
ARt NOW ROWS OF' TALL TREES. fN THE RC 
SOIL Of' fa~ KEYS WINTER TOMATOES AND 
SUMMER MEi;.ONS GROW AND LUTLt CULt' I VA~· 
IS NEEDED to· PRODUCE YAMS, BANANA$1 i~.\ 
PAYAS, GUAVAS AND SUGAR APPLES. CITRj 
THRIVES AS IT HAS FOR CENTUR&ES. THAl 
"LAND MAK£R1

11 THE MANGROVE,· &S STILl. 
EXTENDING ITS EXPLORING ROOTS fNTO THC 
SHAL~OW WATERS OF ISLANDIA'S SHORES ~ 
ANCHORING ITS SHOOTS IN Ntw BASES. As 
IT GROWS NEW ROOTS IN COMPLEX PATT(RNS 
THE DR&FTtNG 8fLT1 LEAV£S1 TWIGS AND 

• ! 



"" .' ~' . 
P( ,ARE TRA?PEQ to r"ORM NElli t,.A.NO AND A 

NEW Rt~UGE FOR OTHEWFORMS OF ~lrt. WHEN 
YOU l.OOK 'Ci;.OS£\.Y JNTO THIS TANG~E or 
GROWTH \'O!J MAY $TJ.Ll. FIND A 'PlUZED MIK-
RI MAK S~JAU. Ci.U~GING. TO A SHA.OOW'/ ROOT • · 

. . . 

0u.R PRt:tt:NT ist.AtJO!A WAS N07 At.:t. 
SUITABLE FOR FARt<HVIG, SANDS KtY, FOR 
EXAMPL£1 lllAS NOT ~ARt$1!0 SY THi E:Af'U,.U:ST 
SETTLERS SECAU~t THEY CONCLUDED THERE 
WAS NOT ENOUGH. 11t..JVE1.l<H00011 THERE. TH£ 
.RESTLESS~Y CRUISING PIONEERS KA~W ALL 
THE CHANNELS' .AND SMORI!S Of' TH:!; RAGGED 
KE:YS • COMMODORE RALPH MuNROE Of" Coc;o. 
NUT GROVE WROT~ THAT 8RAINER~ ANO CHAR­
LEY BALL ONCE OWNED THE RAGGED KEYS ANO 
THAT A MRo StESG:fU.iNG £XTENSfVtl..Y IM• 
PROVED THE ISLAND NAMED BOCA CHJCAa BUT 
THE lNDIV.!DIJAL ISLES Of' THE RAGGlt'O GROUP 

HAD NO IDENTIFYING NAMtS UNTIL RECENT 
YEARS. 

.. -.~~ DuRING THE CUBAN IN$URRE:CTIO·N AGAINST 
..•.. SPAJN_, ·THE: KtYS 1 SUTLERS WERE SY'MPATHE• 

. ·. • Tl C W l TH TH£ CuSAN PATRIOTS AND OfT£N 

-· ... ! . . ·. 1\J0£0 THE. GUNRUWNERS WHEN T"'"tY ANCHORJ;:D 
· ·. OFF ELL & OTT KtV • A NOT£0 GUNRUNNE:R OF 

- -.· -~·-- ··-
THAT TIME WAS THE THREE fRIENDS, \!/HOSE 
SKIPPER WAS THS SPECTACUt..AA NAPOL!ON 
BONAPARTE: eROWARO, 8AOWARD HAD THE DUP"" 
SEA TUGBOAT BUILT. Ht RAISED TH£ MO~ET 
Itt JACKSORVILLE Nte:D£0 TO CONSTRUCT HtR 
AND HAD AN.ADVENTUROUS CARtER WHIC~ EVEN~ 
TUAL.LY LED' TO HIS Of'FJCt AS GOVE-RNOR OF 
Fl. OR & OA o .THE STEPHEN R.. MALJ..ORY <RENO£Z .. 

. VOUSED-WITH TliE THREE rRlENOS. OFF ELLIOTT 
KEY OUR I NQ MANY ADVENTUROUS _T:fU PS CARRY..;: 
lNG AMMUNITIONt GUNS AND VOLUNTEtRS.TO 
THE CUBAN PEOPLE. T.tte: SHIP WAS BUILT 

.. aY.CAPTAIN JoHN Lowe .. EuPHt;MIAJ! CAP ... 
'TA IN lowe:•s DAUGHTER,. MARI'H EO V/lLLIAM 

• 'CURRY, WHO' AS A YOUNG MA~ ~~0 ~OM~ FROM 
THE BAHAMAS TO SEEK HtS rORTUN,fN i<tY 
WtsT. HE WAS UNPRETENTIOUS THOUGH HE 
ASTONISHED NEW YORK WHE~ ON~ DAY HE 
WALt<EO.iNTO TiFf'ANY'S ANO ORD£~p;o A GOt.O 

DINNER SERVICE• THE FA6Ut.OUS GO~PfN 
WA·R£ ~/AS IJSEO CA3UALLY BY TH£ FAMh,Y fN 
THt COMf'OATA$l.E BUT MODEST KEY WEST fiOM£. 

WtiEN.,HE ot~l):lN 1896, WU.LJAM CUARY WAS 
. nn: ~!E:Al!HltST MAN IN FLORIDA. 

·-- '* . 
EuPHEMIA ANo ·wu.LtAM CuRRY ~Ao £1 GKT 

CHI.LDRE:N •. SEVERAt. OF THE SONS 0\t,lN.£0. 

'ACR~AGE ON·ELL.JOTT K£;Y•""A"'ONG THtM, .Hat.RY 

fRANI<t.JN CvRAY \~Ho MARRI e:c SuSAIIt Ftnc 
ER PIND~R. THE:lR SON EDISON, WHO !N 1 
WAS t.PJING IN 6RADENTONi' R£M£MEH::RED 
SPENDING MAMY BOYHOOD VACATIONS ON THE: 

FAHII..Y PINEAPPI.I:: PLANTATrj)N ON Et.LlOTT 

~~~----------~----------------
fRANK Buoet_, WKO OMRATEO PROSPER ... 

OUSLY MJAMJ 's f•RST HARO\lfARE STORr:;, OW~ 
£0 A PI NtAPPL!: PLANT A Tl ON AND A GRAPe; .. 

FRUIT GROVE ON TOTTEN K£Y, To Mot!E. I'll: 
PRODUCE TO THt SHORE: FOR TRANS .. SI'HPMEH' 

ON B..ARG&:S TO THE MAl NLAND MARIU:TS_, MR. 
8UDGE 6UILT A RAI~ROAD TRACK fOR FLAT 
CARS. AS Ht Wf>.S ALMOST READY TO NARliE= 
HIS 'JRST CROP~ A DAMAGiNG HURRICAN£ 
~~KEY ANp H! ABANDO~ED HiS V£1'\t• 

ANOTHER P.:ARL.Y SETTLER ON THi:SE KEY: 

WAS TH£ TALL, ~EARO£D PARSON I SRA£\. 
lAFAYETTE JoN.(S f"ROM RALEI GMJI NORTH 
CAROL I NA• WITH HfS BRI DE.o ~ZEL~E.t Ht 
MADE HlS f"'RST HOM£ ON THE DAVIS GRANT 
ON KEY 8JSC:AYNEo COMMODORE Mt.INRO:E:1 
SUPERVISOR OF Tlf~ PROPERTY, BE(!.IH4E A 
FRIEND Of TK£ PARSON'S. 

WtRTH Mt.INRO~.r TH! COMMODORe:'s SON, 
REM£1lfS£RS PARSON· JoNES f.iS BEING MORt 

THAN SJ:< FEET TALL, ltiJTH A GAEAT BE:AR 
AND A DtEP VOICE., Two SONS WERE 60RN 
IN THE JoNES P'AMfLY ...... ARiWJR AND LANC£ 
LOT. LA8CELOT WAS NAMED SY MAR¥ ANN 
0AVIS ANO ARTHUR JON.ES WAS Gl V.£N THE 
NAME SUGGtSTEO •. SY ALF:RC:O MUNRoe:, TM£ 
CoMMODORE's UNCLE. 

ABOUT 1899 TH.E: . JONES F'AMU. Y HOMi::­

STE:A0£0 ON PORGY KtY. lN 1912 THEY 
SUI LT. THEIR PRf;S£NT <:OHF."ORTA8L! HOME: 
WHEA£ ~RTkUR ANO LANCELOT1 EXPERT rJ. 
lNG GUJPE:S1 STitL Lf \fE ANO £NTE;R'iAJN 
FRIENDS W'TH THEtA FASCINATING STORf 
OF TltE 1 OLD DAYS-. (OIJCAT£0 IN STo AU 
TtH£1 fHtY ffAVt EARNED MUCH RES~EC! 
STUOEN.TS Of" f"L.ORIDA HISTORY. 

WJRTH MUNRO~ REGALLS THAT PARSO~ 
JONES MAD£ A TR t P TO PHI t.ADE:LPHl A M: 
NEW Yorm JUST SEF'ORE . THE tNO OF Tiit 

BOOM1 TO CALL ON SOME OF HIS MANY ~ 
THERN f"RI~NDS~ JNCLUOINQ TH£ PROCTOf 
OF S0.4P J'AH£• . ON HIS R£1'URN1 WJ RTH 
HtM IN COWNTOWN MJAMl AND NA~RAL~Y 

- 10 • 
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''.tsK£1:(\HH·lfiOW HE'D £N,JOYEO THt '!~JP.; 
y 11viE:LI.~n ~A3!) THE: PARSON Ul HI$ 'OEEP 

VOICE: ~ THE .PA!"'SON B~t.ONGS RJGaT HtRE 
AT CAESAA1 $ CREEK~" 

'; \l~ ~.\0 A LOT OF PR I NC I Pl.t$ .11 n Jo& 
ALB!: :'f .i.;l}.) OTHt:RS WfL!., 1'£Ll. YOUo "He 
WAS Vt::RY CON$Cl ENT:OUS<)" TH!t'f Rei'1EMBER 

VIS1TING HiS ttor-.n:: ON PORG't Kt"i AS CHILD• 
REN, Ttlt HOSPJTA!:.i7Y AND THE C\EAI\l_, CLEAN 
F'l.OORSq 

\</!1£N HENRY t;.AG~E:ft PROPOSED TO 'EXTEND 
HIS FLORIDA EA$1 COASt RAILWAY FROM MIAMI 

" OVER THE XEYS TO KEY WEST,~~ HI$ FRiF.:NDS 
AND BANK-ERS CALlED IT nfLAGLtf.t 1 S FOLLY," 
BUT THe: KEY .SETT!,.E:RS WERE DEf.,&GHT~i:> WITH 
THE PROSPECT Or RAil. SHIPMENT FOt<; 'THEIR 
PRODUC£o AS THF. EXTtNS20N ·aR~II ~N TH£ 
EARLy· YEARS OF' .. YI·H$ CEi'iTUll't _, IT BROUGHT 
NEW ACiiV!11£S AND A N~A £RA TO THE KEYS, 
CAMPS F"OA wo·~KERS AND EN~CNE£R!5 wF:Rt 
ESTAB&,.ISHEO At,.ONG THE ROUT£ Ct:'AR'J'ER!O BY 
THE SURVEYO·RS~ EVEM TMOS!t I St.ANQ$ NOT­
ON THt:: RAILROA0 1 S AJGWf·..,O?-WAY \'lE;R~ AF'• 

FE9ft~~TJC~O.J£C,_!!> 
~ ' ,. -~ . 

/ 5UPPLIJES YOR THt CM:tPS HAD 'i"O Bt 
f,lROUGiiT BY WATI.tRo ON£ TRAGIC tNCU)ENT 
OCCURRED ON tHE SAY S3·D~ Of' ELJ.,IOTT KEY. 

' jTHe: SAINT LUCIE, A Si'E~N·WHEEL..ER, l.OAD£0 

. \W.! TH SUPPL l £.$. f"{)R A CAM.· P31 F'OU. NOERED ANO 
'.. . ~ANK IN A TER·R 1 F l C STORM ABOUY THR;t~ 

QUARTERS OF A MIL.E N.ORTMWES'r Of' 8tUYts 
1 ; PoiN-t,.. THAT, 'WRe:C.ttAGE 1!:"/i:NTUA&.t. Y &t::tAMt 

A REruG£,,.,fOR GREEN ANO !.OG"ERH~AO l'URTJ..£3. 
AND IT EXfSTtQ UNTi t. ~RY fU::CiNT.t..Y., 

IN 1912, nu:' FIRST TRAIN,. WITH rLAG• 

LER HIMSELF' A804RQ, STEAMED INTO K~Y WEST. 
As THE ISLAnD GROWERS Bt~N TO 00 ausa~ 
NESS WITH THE RAILROAD, ¢10WEV~R,f'i"Ht:Y 
BECAM~ PISSATI$F'lEDQ. 1-HEY f'OUNO THAT 
THEY WER¢ PAYING HIGHER ~R£1GHT RATES 
THAN FOREIGN SHIPPERS FROM TH£ W£ST 
INDIES, JJHo SENt THEIR Cfi'OPSJ3Y BOAT to 

. _KEY WEST j FOR SHIPMENT TO ~£W YORK, THE 
J SLANO PLANTERS, ESPEC l A~L 'f THOSE "IHtt 

· GROVES AND PLANT A i IONS ON Er..a. I OTi KtY 

. - .AN9 f<EY r:Rao;' ai..M.r1Eo TH,£ hntRS'VATi:; .·. 

.· .COMM£R. C. E C~M ... M.I~S1. ON .F"O. R THfS UN..JI.JSt PRE• 
. F'ERtNTlA F"REJGHT RATE •. Tnt KEY f"ARMEAS 

~1JSPECTE THAT THE JCC WAS TRYING TO 

, .E:EZE 0 .T SOU'tfttRM SHiPPERS eT REQUIR• 
\'tNG Hl<;HE;R f'RE:IG.KT RAT'tS f'OA .TRANSPORtA-. 

!tlfT~fn r.J.,ORIDA. . 

'I 
LiME GROWERS ALONG ThE KEYS RESENT-

to THE: SIGHT OF F'RU l T StU Pf'4£NTS . FROM 
THE tsu: Of" PINES AND SANTO Oor.UNSO ROI..\."" 
lNG TMROUGH T-H!l:DR GROVES E:N ROUTE TO Nt:\-1 
YORK. Pl..ANTATJ ON OWNERS. Ao BATES CURRY 
ANO GE:O('itl't: 5WE41t.tltil WERE u:sS Tf:O'JBLED 
BY RA il..ROAD RAVES a~CAUSE THEY o~mF.:o A 
Ji:LEET 01-q SH I PS \•IH U!H CARR I ll:D THt t P. PRO ... 

OUCE: TO THE NORTHERN MARKETS. Mf\NY 
KEY FARM·tRS, O~SCOURAG£0 BY AnOTHER 
OBSTACL~ '(0 ANTtCtPAT£0 PROf"ITS tltN"i" 
OUT Oft BUS tllt.£SS., 

WITH THE CO:,HN.G OF" Ttl!:: AAH.RDAOS TO 
r.L.OR J DA~ POPULA"11 ONS JN.CA.EASEP _AND THr; 
TSO£ OF TOURISTS TRIGKLEO·SOUTHWARO~ 
THE P'EO£AAL GOIJ£~NMENT BEGAN tMPA:OVlNG 
TH& SAFETY OF THE COASTS WJiH AOIHTJONAl,. 
&.lQHTMO!JStS.t SMOYS AND. MORE ACCIJ\1ATt: 

t'< 
CHARTS FOR nfE.: SIHPP£'RS OF THE VESSE:LS. 
SA~VAG&:-.!G. .SHlPS AND CREWS WAS NO LCNG£R 
AN IMPORTANT OC:CIJPATtONe 

Two oF THE: bAST R~Mf:MBER£0 WK·t:CKS 
OFF EI..L1 OTT KEY ~/ERE THE ANNA M. BE!..l 
AND TH!; AJ,.ICIA. THE ALICIA WAS A 
.GREAT STf;EL Sl-H P STRANDED ON .lONG RtEF'.t 

ABOUT 2~ MILES OFF SHORE_, FU.&.Eoi·!:if'fH 
A Rl Cfi CARGO. AaN·ER SWEETING TE:l,&..s 

"'- TtiAT SOME PEOPt.,.t SAID SH£ HAD f;\'E.RV.,. 
~HI NG ON HER, tV EN GO\.D£N 1 M4GE:S • . 

. \ . 

l CAR!.. f'JSHER,:.~ rJHOS£ tMAGINATJO~ ANO 
DYNAMt C E:N£RGY STARTED CR£ATH1G MfAMI , 

EACH ouT or A SWAMPY PtNHlaULA~~' tNVI- · 
SIONE:D A SPE.C'TACVfi.AR FUTURE f'OR OUR. · . 

~~CYS lN. DADE COUNtY. C., W,. CHASE,. 
MR.,. rJ$-H£R 1$ CHl~F ADMUHS'TRATOR', TOLD 
US THAT THE ~REAT DEV£t.OP£ft SOUGH1' ADAMS 
KEY I 1'1. 1917 AND STARTED F'IU.UH'~ l M THE 
LOW PARTS. Ttt£ F'Ol;.LOW1t4G Y~AR f'ISWE:R 

STARTED CONS'fflUG Tl 01\f OF' 'tHE :CocO~OBO .•' 
C~Y Ct.uaoouse"' F'ACf.NQ souTK or-; C~ts.Afl's· · 
CREEK.. IT START£0 OPERATlO~ In T~ 
WINTER OF' 19201 A UNJQV£ HIDE-OUT 'f"OR 
MtLLIONA~ftES• fT \'/AS ACCESSIBLE OMLY 
BY WAT£Ro · PR£SJOENT•ELECT HAROtNG 
AND A GROUP OF tt I 5 F'Rt ENOS \'J!:R£ Ef\tTER• 
TAtN.£0 'P·HER£.,. Irs GUEST SODR EVENTUAL ... · 
LY LISTtO SOM£ OF THE MOST, OISTifiGUtSH£0 
NAMES IN TH£ COUNTRY• 

JArtt F&$HtR1 CARL 1S WIFE~ MAO!:; Ttt£ : .... ~ 
f'lRST ORAP£RI~$ FOR Ttt~.·B£DROOMS~.,THE'"' '.' 
Sl!:VEi"f OR J.;fGHT•otTfM'f OP£NED Of'F· Tfi£ 
MAIN t~PS.'fAIRS HAL\..~ ·~IN ON£ OF tiER . 

"" . 



'l' .. 

· . THs: Coeot.o~o CN! 'Ct.ua -F~our..a Sl''l~D · 
UNTH. TI-lE \.At£ 1930lS.;> WHtt; H l\l'J\5 SOLD 

ONE 0~ 175 MEMSEAS~ GA~ WOOOo 

DR~ Joan G!rroRo, ~;mosr:t ·\>IFHit~lGS 
tNTERE:ST£1) SO NAN'/ PERSONS IN SOUT;:t 

· F'LOR 1 oA ~ & etAU?V .o . HAD ·A 1.. 1 Mt: GRove: AND 

COTTAGE Ol'l £1..1..1071 KtY.., H~ \-iP.Oi& OF' 

• TH&: BEAUTH'IJ!.., Of'FSMORi:.: S.E:A GAROEr~S., IT 
. WAS ORo GlF"·fO!lOo:S F'Hlf.1 CONVJ.C'UON THAT· 

··. TH£$E S E.ft: .GARO~N$J ~lOG£1tt£R WJ Ti-l 1.»~ 
''CLAN BEos., CORAt;..REt.:F&J StA ISI..ANDS 
w; TH ottt¢~ :roAr4S o::- SF-J'. L 1 F'f:~· t;ON$71 .. 

Tun:,. NEXi.' 'TO t:;L!MAT~,, DUS ~lltATI!:~T 
RESOURCE" n Ht$ $ HI!.C£R~ WORDS S£.£~i~ MORI.t 

. JMPORTA~T ANO $U~~lrH:ANT TO US TODAY• 

80.TtJ MRo F'JSH~A A.i!D. DR,. G:U"'FORD £)(,. 
·PRESSED TH!tl P. llOPES FoR :r:'Hlt FUTI.)R~ Of 
THE$£ KtYSo OR~ GtFrORD1 S THt CORAL 
TRAIL VO!C£0 HiS HOPE :FOR AN. EVENTUAL 

ROAD F'ROM SANDS Kf;V !O KiY W.EST!! Ai'lD ' 
MR: FISHER W~01'£ IN 1936 Tl'fdT tHE . 
seEN t c H 1 c:;wP.v ALONG t~~£. KEYS .HAD a tEN 
N5E:DEO FOR 10 "fllE:AR$<:.> I 

THE .PRtS~NT El.kl on Kr::T HIG'H'f!A't 

WAS CLEARED IN 1~38, li~AOY FOR f'UTU,RE 
EXPANSI ONe. WAt.KJNG ,~),o0N(.1 .THE aua.Loo;u:o 
R I GHT-Of"-WA'f ~ 111R£!;: 07 SOUTH f"LOR 1 OA 1 S 
CHAMPIONS••R.Vo WATE;RS1 F. W., CASON AND 
P.., H~ ARTHUR•-WERE CONF1f)ENT lij 7!"1&:1 R 

PREDICTION THP,T SOMt CAY.THI$ ROAO .WOULD 

ee: A HIGHWAY SPAIIJNlN~ 'iHt .t.ltNQ,1JI O'; THE 

ISLAND .. 

ANOTHER WEEIH:NO R&:S~O£NT Of £?..t.l OtT 
KEY WAS J·o ARtHUR PANCOAS'I' OF' M& At-il 

·StACH., HE MOV£D AN 01...0 SIJS TO THE: .K£"1 

OCEAN FRONT, HAD J"i"S W}l££1..5 Rt;:MOVEO AND 

CONVE~Tf:O It HlTO A CABI!\-NA• HE ALSO 

.. ( BUt L T THt F'l RST · f'£Rf.1ANF.NT DOCK ON TtU: _, .. ~-,.,. 
-BAY SIDt Wl'fH--ROCK FH.LA 1'1' 'MAS $0 DE .. 

sfGNEO IN REl.AtiON TO T$ SHOR£t.HU; 

THAT lT FORMEQ A QUIET "ARBOR FOR HIS 

At.li'!;\YS HJT~RESTED IN G~OWt NG FRUITS. '. 
MR,. .PA!IJCOA$T Rt:Ati'tVATE:O SE:VERA~ L.n·li;; 

GRO,V~S ON Et..r..tOtT KEY_, GREW PAPAYAS tll'lD 

P3NEAF'P~.\l:S_, .ANJ') !::Y.PE:RIME:NTE;O IN <;'R;':\P.i:: 
CUL TUR&: I!) f'RoM THE ARBOR OF' ARTHt:.:'l AND . 

lANCt:t.O'i' JoNES HE: HJ;\0 OB7A & NED <if>:flPE, 
CUTT I MGS_, WH t Ct1 HE O£VF;LOPEO t N"i'O f'RO ... 
D~JCERS or Ptt£NOM£NAL 10..,pOIJNO BVN~!iCS .. 
THEY "'t:?.e: A K&'l' WE:Si VArH£1 .. 1'; TAS7''? 
AND SOLIP; BUT BECAUSE OF THEIW ~IFF£R­
ENT PROCr.SS OF' Ri PitNI NG i'l-l!~Y WElU': (,JQT 
MARKETAl.:lt .. £41 

MR,. PAN¢0AST'S lNTCRESTING CO:NtfH­
BUt&ON 1'0 THE fAUNA OF' E!..1.10TT _KEY h'AS 

TH~ tNTRODYCT.fON OF SLACK SQUlRREt.S 
WHICH H£ tfllD !MPORitO F:'ROM MEXJC<J,., 
0RlGII\.'At.t.Y HI; Hf.)D INTENOE:D TfiE:M FOR 
tliS Pt'<!lllfL,.'tTA. F'RRMS; TOG.E:7HER Wf'rt! SPE:• 
C! ES Or-' rU:;D ANO GRAY M£;0 CAN SQU 2 ~R 1::~9 ,, 

THE Rli!OS AND G~AVS ~HRf VtO AT TftE F"ARM, 

BUT HE $ENT TMS S?...Ai:h~ Ofi!ES TO Et..UOTt 
KEY" 1r·tE Jt£'11' 1 & t.tARlNE: CI..H~ATE: ANO SAl~ 
AIR AGRE:i;:O WJTH tHE: SQU fRRZLS; THt:·t MU1• 

!PLIED HAPPILY' .AND TO THIS DAY ntt.:'l Afl:' 

U\!'tLV LITTL& S'HADOWS AMONG 1f-!E: 1'R£E:S,. 

h~ 'i'H£ YEAR l9J8 CHARl-ES 8ROCKP" l £L. 
AND WADE STt LI;S pj$COVER!i!O Tit£ SE'H IJSI-; 
f"R I GilT£ \<1,1 NCHESTER: ABOUT TWO C~NTU~­
IE:S OLO,_. SUNK ON THE R£ErS N£AR ELt..JOT 

· Kc:Y~ Wn.n r~t AH>, ot COtliM.oooRe: HucH 
MATHESON oF CoGONUT GRovE~ THEY ouTriT 
TltO AN ..E:.XP£01TCON WHOS!; ['IVERS RE'!OVER 
AN H6$Tc::StC CO\..t.ECTJON OF' .ANC~£NT ·8-nn 
ISH· CANNONe T«€ FASCINATli;{G .. STORY ,~F 
TtUS OIS,7;0VERV AND RE~OV'i:":RY FROM THE 

SEA WAS iME SUBJEC7 qF AN ILLUSTRATeD 
ARTJCLJ~ lN 'fHt: Nt.ttONAlor. GtoGRAP.!HC MM 

AZINE.Or 0ECEMB£R 1941" 

A MAP FRO~f \!e:NUS {ALAltS MAGNCS CA; 
TA MARtNA1 1539) $.MOWS fSfJI.•Jf);A AS Jc. 
LAND ANO ON ITS RJGMT; t1ARE G~~~!Ac 
}S.LANLtlA WA$ JDEN'UFltD \-J!'iH THE Ut.~): 
Tt!ULE Of' Ttl£; ANCl£NTS_. AND MEANS A, GC. 

AND PERHAPS Tltt: f,:I\JO Qf' TH£ EARTH., 


