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S w0 WHAT IS ISLANDIAT SOME FRIENDS
- SAY THAT OUR CITY IS A BEAUTIFUL CHAIN
"OF 33 TROPICAL .ISLANDS. |SLANDIA HAS
" 'BEEN RECENTLY GRANTED A MUNIC|PAL CHAR~
. TER IN DADE CouNTY. THIS LITTLE COMPLEX
OF CORAL ISLANDS IN SOUTH BISCAYNE BAY
IS ‘BORDERED ON THE EAST BY Hawk CHANNEL
“ON THE WESTERN EDGE OF TAE GULF STREAM,
- .Br SOME. COMPELLING INFLUENGE OF TIDES
A'fAND CURRENTS, THE KEYS OF [SLANDIA CON-
"~ FORM ‘TO THE GENERAL DIRECTION OF THE
MAINLAND. swoae.:
i BECAUSE we LOVE THESE FLORIDA KEYS
" AND THE CLEAR GREEN WATER OF THE BAY,
- WE'VE LOOKED. INTO RECORDS OF HISTORIANS
" AND.CARTOGRAPHERS TO LEARN A LITTLE
.. MORE ABOUT ThE PICTURESQUE PAST., We've
" FOUND FORMER PLACE NAMES AND A FEW REC-
ORDS OF THE FIRST SETTLERS WHO LIVED
]ﬁERE BEFORE ws DID. Ll

, ‘TLQUR"ISLANDS‘ARE”RICH IN HISTORY AND
LORE. ~ STRANGE AND DANGEROUS EVENTS - ~

' HAVE TAKEN PLACE HERE. ~SPECTACULAR’

. . VILLAINS 'AND COURAGEOUS PIONEERS HAVE

. CHALLENGED THE OFFSHORE REEFS, EXPLORED
“"AND USED THE HIDDEN CHANNELS, DUG IN°

' THE LAND FOR TREASURES AND GRAVES, CULT-

" IVATED THE SOILS FOR EXOTIC FRUITS AND.
- CUT DOWN THE TREES ron HOMES OR FOR

'VPROF:T. ‘

; DAvan,0.>TRUE,fAuTHOR|TY"0N FLORIDA
' HISTORY AND ESPECIALLY THE CHARTS CF
~ THE EARLY NAVIGATORS, ‘TELLS US, "THE
- CaLoosa [NDIANS AND THE TEQUESTAS, A
©  RELATED TRIBE, LiVED«.. ON THE -KEYS
'L‘LONG BEFOR£ THE ARRIVAL or THE EUROPEANS

THEIR SOCIETY UAS GOVERNED BY VARIOUS

' WERE FREQUENTLY AT WAR. THEY LIVED FROM
" THE NATURAL RESOURCES OF T..E LAND AND
 THE SEA AND CRISSCROSSED FROM KEY TO
KEY WHERE‘Aﬁglggﬁggﬁ COCONUTS WERE FOUND
,GROWING . ALONG ". THE BEACHES AND BANKS OF
THE INLETSL" Or Nscessnrv, THE INDIANS

L y s W’W@h w..,.,ue».‘

SOME .EARLY HlSTORY OF

R BY JANE Noaor N :
’ HISTORIAN - CtTY OF ISLANDIA

o

" CHIEFS KNOWN AS CACIQUES AND THE TRIBES

AT R ST i
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L

WATER WH1CH. WERE MOSTLYAPOC:ETS OF
SURFACE RAIN WATER, OCCASIONAL SPRlNGS
DISCOVERED I'N THE " BAY AND AN OVERFLOW -

* FROM THE 'GLADES IN RIVULETS LIKE CHI's

CuT, YEARS AGO, ON :THE MAINLAND SOUTH-
EAST. OF PRESENT HOMESTEAn.ull‘

FISH, couca, TURTLE AND caAwrlsh
‘WERE IMPORTANT FOODS AND HUNTING RE~ .
WARDEDvTHE BOW AND SPEAR MARKSMEN
WITH BEAR, RACCOON, DEER, POSSUM, BIRDS
AND ALLIGATORS. AMONG THEIR CROPS IN

SETTLEMENTS WERE COONTIE AND MAM ZE,
CULTIVATED WITH FARMING TOOLS FASH=

IONED FROM SHELLS. THEIR HOMES WERE -
ROUND AND THATCHED AND T#1S DESCRIP-
TION FITS NICELY. THAT OF THE SQUAws.

-

JokN CABOT (wno DISCOVERED NORTH

;AMERICA), RETURNING FROM MEX1CO, SAILEC
BY CAPE FLORIDA, PERHAPS DRY TORTUGAS,

onN APRIL 25, 1499, aND REACHED THE
PRESENT MIAMI RIVER FIVE DAYS LATER.
HE HAD BEEN SEARCHING FOR TnE RSLE oF
SEVEN ClTlES OR IsLARlo. o

gr
THE ALBERT CANTINO MAP o? 1502
FIRST SHOWED FLOR!DA AS A PENlNSULA,
HOME OF "THE EARLY INDIANS wno CAME .
FROM THE CARIBBEAN AND FROM LANDS wzsr

OF T.€ MississipPpPi. THE MAINLAND FROM

- THE MIAMI RIVER SOUTHWARD WAS NAMED

"C po FIN D ABRILL" AND WHEN SAILORS
'sTOOD OVER' FOR THIS COUNTRY, HAVING
SAILED FROM ANOTHER PORT, THIS WAS
WHERE THEY HOPED TO SIGHT LAND.: Con=-
NELO, WrlCH WE BELIEVE MEANS HARDWOQD
TREES, WAS THE FIRST NAME 'OF PRESENT

METROPOLITAN MIAMI, SOUTH or THE RlVER

PONCE pE LEON NAMED THE FLORIDA
hsvsa Los MARTIRES, IN 1513, AND T

WAS DURING THAT EARLY PERIOD OF‘E&PLOR
" ATION THAT THE KEY INDIANS FIRST BECAM

EDUCATED TO THE USE OF METALS:THAT

THEY FOUND IN- THE WRECKS or European
SHIPS SO FREQUENTLY AGROUNDlON THE‘
orrswoae, UNCHARTED REEFs.,f

1
. ol




A vouus SPANISH aoy, ESCALENTE os
 FONTENADA, TAKEN PRISONER FROM ONE OF
'THOSE WRECKS, WAS HELD IN SOUTH FLORIDA
- BY THE INDIANS FOR 17 YEARS BEFORE MAK-
CING Hls ESCAPEs
FIRST WRITTEN ACCOUNT OF THE SOUTH FLOR-
" IDA NATIVES. THE NAME OF BISCAYNE MAY .
" HAVE BEEN DERIVED 'FROM THE NAME OF THE
‘VlSCAYno, HELD CAPTIVE WITH FONTENADA
BUT FOR wuon,oua HlSTORlAN HAD LITTLE

LlKiRGo

. Psnao Msnsnosz DE AY!LES 'ARRIVED IN

: SAINT AUGUSTINE AND NAMED THE SETTLEMENT
~ IN 1565. “HE HAD BEEN SENT BY THE KING

"I OF.-SPAIN TO CONVERT THE [NDIANS AND TAKE
. FLORIDA FROM THE FRENCH. MENENDEZ EN-

' COURAGED _ CATHOLIC MISSIONAR|ES AND PRIESTS

- WITH THEIR WORK BUT THE INDIANS ON THE
“SCUTHERN MAINLAND AND ON THE KEYS WERE -

FRIENDLY OMLY UNTIL NEWS GAME OF THE

'ARRIVAL OF SLAVERS WHO HAD RECENTLY RAZ-
ED THE BaHAMIAN POPULATION. L }

AN ENT”ANCE BETWEEN !SLANDS, POSS!BLY
‘AT BEAR Cut, NORTH OF KEY BISCAYNE, WAS
'CHARTED AS VOCASSE DE MIGUEL MORA ON ONE
 OLD Map, 'AND-LEMOYNE, "IN 1591, WROTE
"SCOPULI DICTO MARTYRES" ALONG THE KEYS.

'T!RES."M Tne GULF STREAM FORMED A PERFECT
'SHIPPING LANE THOUGH BENJAM{N FRANKLIN
HAD NOT YET GIVEN IT THAT NAME. = TREAS=
URES FROM THE New WORLD WERE TAKEN BY
THIS ROUTE TO SPAIN IF THE TRADE wlnos
BLEW FAVORABLY, BUT MUCH WAS. LOST ON THE

. OCEAN FLOOR WHEN GALLEONS FAILED TO NAVI~
. GATE THROUGH THE UMMARKED CHANNEL3 BE~

" 'TWEEN THE REEFS.  CONTENTS OF THOSE
WRECKED VESSELS ATTRACTED oua EARLIEST
BEACHCOMSERS:

'THE SHIFS AwAY FROM TPE REEFS. -

ONE EARLY SPANISH MAP suows THE WEST=-
“ Bay,” WHERE SA{LORS: AND - PIRATES FILLED
~QBOnQER€D ON ONE SIDE 8Y THE NARROW BAY
AND ON THE OTHER BY paorzcrlvs CORAL
,‘REEFS ARD NOW FAMOUS SEA GARDENS, THE

fPsNNsxAMP CORAL REEF PRESERVE, AN INLET .
" BETWEEN- ELL!OTT AND OLD Rxooss KEY wAs A

Ry

‘His MEMOIRS GIVE US THE

THE HERRERA MAP SHOWS "CABECA DE LA MAR~ .

 FIED THE: KEYS AS MASCARAS AND PLAYUEL~

‘FROM SPAIN IN EXCHANGE FOR HAVANA,JN
" 1763 AND WELCOMED NEW COLONISTS OF:ALL

,f;Aaaaleluzs,
MEN WERE OFTEN PUT ASHORE & ?OLES;;

TO SET FIRES ON TH° HEADLAMDS TO WARN . g;

. ~"THE ANCIENT TCGESTA NOW _PROMONTORY
.- OF EAST FLORIDA AS IT CAN BE ASCER="
“TAIN'D TO HAVE BEEN IN FORMER AGESess
- TO THE BETTER -DISTINGUISHING HAWKE =~
* THEIR WATER CASKS, AS VocA DE BlA NUuEva,

,ERN SHORE OF OUR PRESENT SOUTH BISCAYNE :

~ SHORE OUR PREgENT,lSLANDlA ‘AND. A DOTTED -
- " LINE ALONG THE REEF EXPLAINS "SOUTH OF
1. THE LINE THE CURRENT OF THE-FLORIDA ,
“GULF STREAM ssrs ALwAYs NORTHWARDLY.";"“:

 SOUTHERN PART OF WHICH IS NAMED THE JOHN‘nA

IMPORTANCE APPEARED ON MAPS OF THIS

MANY PIRATES MADE THESE KEYS THEIR ~I°

1'BASE OF OPERATIONS FROM WHICH THEY PlL= S

LAGED. 'MR. TRUE NOTES THAT "BLAck CAE-—?
SAR WAS WRECKING OUT OF AN [NLET DOWN .
THE BAY FROM 17161718, WHEN THE PAR-
DONING OF PIRATES TOOK PLACE IN THE

' BAHAMAS, AND AGAIN FROM 18181821, :
 THE EXPLANATION FOR THE WIDELY SEPAR=-
" ATED DATES IS THAT THERE WERE TWO
. _PIRATES WITH THE SAME NAME.
1717, TeacH (BLACKBEARD) WAS OPERAT=
" ING OUT OF THE BanaMas UNTIL (GOVERNOR) -
" WooDES ROGERS DROVE HIM OUT. '

~ABOUT

TEACH - ,
DECIDED TO ATTACK CHARLESTON AND EFFECT
A BLOCKADE OF THE WHOLE SOUTHEAST

COAST.  HE TOOK WITH HIM A HUGE NEGRO
NAMED BLACK CaESAR. !N 1718, BLack-~ -
BEARD WAS KILLED ABOARD HIS SHIP, RE~
VENGE, IN HAND.-TO=HAND’€OMBAT WHILE =
THE™ PAITHYUL GAESAR WA‘TED WITH LIGHT=" .
ED MATCH IN THE HOLD AND ‘INSTRUCTIONS .
TO BLOW UP THE SHIP .IN DEFEB?.*‘CAESAR’g;i
WAS PREVENTED FROM DO!NG TH!S AND - ‘

 TAKEN TO V;RG:NIA WHERE HE WAS. HANGED.;iT

R. AND 1. OTTENS‘ NOVA TABULA or

 1730 SHOWS THE NATURAL CHANNELS AND
_HARBORS OF l&
_ TANG AND ABRA MOURE, -
'THE ROUTE OF THE SPANISH PLATE FLEET

LANDIA AS ABRA DE Mou- S
A CHART suownus oo

FROM ARCHIVO GENERAL DE JND:As IDENT | =

OS.‘f 7
ENGL&ND GA{NED CONTROL_OFtFLORIDA

RACES AND RELIG!ONS, INPLUDINP ‘A 'GROUP
OF INDIANS WHO WANGERED 'HERE FROMﬁTHE
NORTHe THESE !NolANs, MERGING WULTH
BECAME OUR FlRST"SEMl'

lN 1771, GCRARD DE- BRAHM ‘CHARTED

CHANNEL." = A SouTH PFNINSULA 18 orr-;fv;’

ENGLISH FAMILY NAMES OF POLITICAL »F‘W,f




Y

 WHITEHALL, ENGLAND.

PERIOD. -

 RECORDED ONLY

) o
‘KepPEL INLET, JUST NORTH QF
THE THEN UNNAMED RAGGED KEYS, WAS SO
CALLED AFTER AN ENGLISH ABSENTEE GOVER=~
NOR OF VIRGINIA., BULLER INLET MARKED
OUR PRESENT CAESAR'S CREEK. A LATER

DE BRAHM MAP SHOWED BISCAYNE Bay As ,
SANDWICH GULF. SANDWICH WAS LORD C0M7
MISSIONER OF TRADE AND PLANTATIONS,
BISCAYNE BaY as
VAS POSS}BLY NAMED FOR

IT IS KNOWN NOW,

‘THE BAY oF BiscAY, BETWEEN FRANCE AND

SPAIN, AND EARLY F1SHERMEN AND SAILORS
FROM . THERE MAY HAVE LEFT THEIR VIS|TS
IN THIS WAY.,

Los PARADISOS REFERRED TO [NDIAN
MOUNDS ON THE ISLANDIA KEYBOARD, FolL=~

 LOCK INCLUDED THE RAGGED KEYS WHICH WERE
' PROBABLY NAMED LATER FOR AN ISLAND IN

THE BAHAMAS. SANDS KEY WAS CHARTED AS

- POWNALL ISLAND AND ELLIOTT KEY As ELLIS

ISLAND WiTH BISCAYNE RIFF AND LITBURY - |
RIFF OFFSHORE. A MAP OF THAT PERIOD BY

- JOHNSON AND WARD, OWNED BY MRS, CARL DUN=-
_AWAY OF MiaMl, sHows ELLIoTT KEY As ELLI-
- coTT KEv.

ANDREW ELLICOTT SURVEYED THE
LINE OF THE NORTHERN BOUNDARY OF SPANISH
FLORIDA FOR THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
in 1800, - -

VoLuME 11 oF KINFOLKS BY BRIGADIER
GeENerAL WiLLtam CurrY HamrLLEE, USMC,
INCLUDES GENEALOG|CAL AND BIOGRAPHICAL
RECORDS OF THE FIRST HOMESTEADERS ON
THE FLORIDA KeEYys. THE NAMES OF THE
DESCENDANTS OF THE FIRST FAMILIES FROM.
THE BAHAMAS WHO MOVED TO KEY WEST AND
SETTLED ALONG THE KEYS ARE FAMILIAR IN -
SouTH ‘FLORIDA NOW BUT THE FIRST JOSEPH
CURRY CAME FROM SCOTLAND TO NORTH AMER=-
ICA TO FIND "TURMOIL AND INTENSE ANTA=
GON{=M." BEFORE THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR
HE WAS A DEPUTY SURVEYOR UNDZR GERARD
DE BRAHM, -
ED TO THE BAHAMA [SLANDS JOINiNG THE -
EARLIER \INDEPENDENTS, AMONG THEM, THE
RUSSELLS, SWEETINGS, SAUNDERS, ROBERTS,

PINDERS AND THOMPSONS, WHO HAD MIGRATED -

FROM ENGLAND AND BERMUDA IN THE MID~

: 1600'5. -

-

* BERNARD ROMAWS' CHARTS OF 1774 sHow
FooL's Cape oR FALSE CAPE, NORTH.OF OUR
PRESENT [SLANDIA; AND PARIDA WITH MAs-
CARES ON THE BAY SIDE OF THE ISLANDS, -

" CARYSFORT LIGHT.

JOSEPH CURRY'S F|VE SONS MOV-

LI

SAUNDERS (sanps) CuT ts sHowN, THE '
SAUNDERS FAMILY: EVIDENTLY HAD EXPLORED i
THIS REGION WELL. FAMILIES oN ELLIOTT
KEY LATER CALLED THE CUT BETWEEN THE
RAGGED KEYS AND SANDS KEY, LEwis CuT,

BUT WE HAVE FOUND NO EXPLANATION FOR
THAT'NAME. RoMANS. sHOWwS BrLack CAESAR'S
CREE 1foa THE FIRST TIME. HIs NATURAL
HisToRY OF FLORIDA GIVES SOME DIRECTIONS
FOR NAVIGATING THE REEFS. THESE KEYS

HAD BEEN INCORRECTLY INCLUDED AS PART

'OF KEY LARGO AND ARE CALLED PAu Las

AND HiJos LLONGO LARGO ON ONE OLD MAP,
ROMANS NOTED SEVEN ROCKS.COVERED WITH

. MANGROVES JUST PAST THE SOLDIERS KEYS.

THEIR "TRENCHING" WAS NEARLY SSW. PasTt
THESE WAS THE KEY WITH TWO SMALL HILLS
ON IT WHICH THE SPANIARDS NAMED LAS
TETAS OR THE PAPS UNTIL THE PROVIDENCE
PEOPLE CALLED IT SAUNDERS KEYs A VES=

SEL DRAWING ABOUT FOUR FEET COULD ENTER

THE SOUND BETWEEN THESE KEYS AND THE
FRESH WATER ON THE MAINLAND. HE DES-
CRIBED THE UPPER FLORIDA KEYS WITH THE
MIDDLE ONE, PERHAPS KEY LARGO, AS THE
HIGHEST ONE NAMED "CABEZA DE LOS MAR-
TIRes" AND cHARTED CaPe FLORIDA OPPO=
SITE THAT DANGEROUS REEF NOW MARKED BY

- WHEN THE scow, LED-
BURY, JoHN LORRAIN AS MASTER, WAS GROUND=- -
ED ON ELLIOTT KEY A LITTLE NORTH oF CaEe-
SAR'S CREEK DURING-A HURRICANE lN,!769,
HE WRITES OF THE SWELLING OF THE WATER

 WITHIN THE REEF TO A HEIGHT oF 30 FEET.

THOMAS JEFFREY'S CHART oF 1775
SHOWED |SLANDS IN THE PRESENT SAFETY

. VALVE NORTH OF |SLANDIA AS OSWALD AND

LAURENCE. FELLIOTT KEY IS SHOWN 'AND
JENYN, ALSO KNOWN AS JENNINGS, WAS THE
NAME OF OLD RHODES KEY. HENRY JENNINGS,
PRIVATEER, MUST HAVE BASED SOME OPERA=

TIONS FROM THERE, SALVAGING WHAT HE

COULD FROM THE SPANISH GALLEONS LOST
OFF THE coAsT iIN 1715, OLp RHODES KeY
MAY HAVE BEEN NAMED FOR THE FAMOUS [SLE
OF RHopES Or ROSES; IN THE MED! TERRAN=-
EAN, OR FOR Rose JSLANa Rocxs IN THE .
BAHAMAS o R

EVEN BEFORE THE-AMERICAN REVOLUTION, _
LOYALISTS WHOSE DESCENDANTS WOULD HOME=~
STEAD ON THE UPPER KEYS LEFT THE UN-

' TRADIT{ONAL GOVERNMENTS OF THE COASTAL
"CITIET iN GEORGIA AND THE CAROLINAS

wHEN THE!R PROPERTY‘WAS CONFJSCATED
"ON A MERE SUSP CION OF DISLOYALITY-,;




e e e s

i N - L, . . .

‘LEGARE ANCHORAGE’OP? ISLANosA CAME. FROM
BN OLD "CHARLESTON NAME., THOSE -FAMILIES

~ BELLEVED THE KING TO BE MORE FAIR THAN

THE NEW REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENTS'AND

" THEY MOVED TO SAINT AUGUSTINE AND ENGLISH

19 lﬁf _

ELY " FLORIDA. - WiTH THE ATTRACTION OF LAND

N THIT " GRANTS IN THE BAHAMAS, MANY MOVED TO THE
3 FOR ISLANDS. MARINERS, SAILORS AND FISHER=-

' MEN CROSSED THE GULF STREAM OFTEN AS

\KEN
¥6 TC THEY BECAME MORE FAMILIAR WiTH THE FLOR=
oF 1 7 IDA sts.

WHOSE : :

Geoaca GAULD, SURVEYING FOR YHE
. AanRAL?Y BEFORE 1775, WROTE, "THE KEYS
© " ARE STREWED WITH FRAGMENTS OF WRECKS AND
“,. SELDOM A YEAR PASSES WITHOUT ADDING SOME
. TO THEIR NUMBER." ' HE LOCATED THE "ouT-
'SIDE OF THE REEF 1S NO WHERE ABOVE 6 OR
MILES DISTANT FROM THE RANGE OF |SLANDS,
Zunica) YOU MAY SAFELY, IN THE DAY TIME,
. APPROACH NEAR ENOUGH TO MAKE THE LAND
" DISTINCTLY, WHICH IS A VERY MATERIAL
. POINT FOR THOSE THAT ARE BOUND THROUGH
. THE GULF, THE REEF ITSELF APPEARS VERY
" PLAINLY OF A BROWN COLOUR MIXT WITH
" WHITE SPOTS," HE MENTIONS THE "BESORT
~FORSTHE PRCVICENCE WRECKERS," AND THE

.. WHLCH FISHERMEN FROM THE BAHAMAS SAILED
“. IN THEIR SMALL TURTLING VESSELS.

© GOVERNOR JAMES GRANT OF E29Y FLORIDA
' WROTE OF THE SPONTANEOUS GROWTH OF CITRUS
"ON THE KEY3 AND THE GREAT QUANTEITIES OF
' MAHOGANY AND OTHER TIMBER TO BE FOUND

. THERE, PRINCIPAL HARBORS WERE UNSOUNDED °
" AND UNSURVEYED.
1780, sHows PLAYUELOS AND LAS TETAS AND
CAYE LARGE S oF | DE Biscavyno, THOMAS
KitcHIns' MAP oF 1781 sHows PLAYUELOS
© AND LAS TETAS AS PRESENT ISLAMDIA,.
: NORTH oF Cava LARGOS DE Doce LEGUES,

, EAST FLORIDA, WITH ITS GROWING POP=
_ULATION OF PEOPLE OF ALL NATIONALIT!ES,
WAS CEDED.'BACK TO SPAIN IN 1783 ano
© ENGLISH LOYALISTS IN FLORIDA AGAIN MOVED
" 'ACROSS THE GULF STREAM TO THE BAHAMAS
_AND TO OTHER ISLANDS IN THE CARIBBFEAN.
* JoHN CARY'S CHART SHOWS !SLANDIA AND KEY
LARGO As GREAT lsruwus.'

HISTORICAL AND TOPOGRAPHICAL OF THE FLOR~-
10as (1021), viSITED THE KEYS IN 10303 AND

T o e e

'ILITTLE CHANNELS BETWEEN THE BANKS THROUGH |

A FRENCH CHART OF FLORIDA,

 ISLANDIA

JAMES GRANT Foaaes, AUTHOR OF szrcuss,

 PREDICTED THAT "INSTEAD CF BEING HAUNTS ;

OF PICAROONS OF ALL COUNTRIES, THEY

Will BE CHANGED INTO THE RESIDENCE OF
SOME INDUSTRIOUS PEOPLE." HE NOTED

"THE MOUTH OF .BLAck CAESAR'S, NEAR KEY
LARGO, OR AS CALLED BY SOME BLACK SARAH'S
CREEK, WHICH IS THE ONLY ENTRANCE INTO
AN EXTENS1VE SOUND, BETWEEN THE KEYS AND
THE MAINLAND, FURNISHES EXCELLENT WATER.
THE SIDES. OF THE CHANNEL ARE ALMOST
PERPENDI CULAR, THE WRITER, ON A VOYAGE
IN THE SHiP RUFUS KING, DRIFTED AMONG
THESE KEYS, WHICH HE CANNOT BUT CONSID=
ER THE MORE DANGEROUS, AS THE CURRENTS
BAFFLE ALL CALCULAT{ON. . . ’

"ALONG THE FLORIDA REEF AND AMONG
THE KEYS, A GREAT ABUNDANCE AND VARJETY

_ OF TURTLE AND FISH MAY BE TAKEﬁ.o.

BESIDES THE GENERAL CHARACTER OF THE
KEYS, OR ISLANDS; FOR THE PURPOSE OF
PRIVATEERING AND TyuRTLINGy TO WHICH
THEY HAVE LONG BEEN SUBZERVIENT, THEY
WERE FORMERLY WELL TIMBERED.e.BUT THEY
HAVE BEEN CUT AND CARRIED OFF BY THE

" WRECKERS e +WHO SINCE THE WARS HAVE

CEASED TO YIELD THEM THEIR USUAL HAR=
VEST, HAVE DEPENDED FOR THEIR SUPPORT,

_IN A GREAT MEASURE UPON TH1S ENCROACH=

MENT ON SPANISH TERRITORY. [N ADDITION
TO THIS, THEY RECEIVE THEIR TURTLE FROM
THIS QUARTER; HAVING CRAWLS WHICH THEY

OCCUPY PERIODICALLY, ABOUT NOVEMBER .
WHEN THE TURTLES APPROACH THE FLORIDA

- SHORES IN IMMENSE GROUPS, AND BECOME

AN EASY PREY TO THE DARTS OF THE TUR=
TLERS.eslT IS CONFIDENTLY ASSERTED

THAT THE lNDtANs (came) 1o THE EASTERN.
COAST TO WRECK,”

THE UNITED STATES AOQUIRED FLOR!OA

in 1821, ABOUT THIS TIME, WiLLIAM .
AuGUSTUS BOWLES, AMONG HIS OTHER PROJECTS,
INTERVENED FOR THE SEMINOLES' CONTROL

OF THEIR LANDS, DBOWLES BANK MAY HAVE 5
BEEN NAMED FOR HIMe - MORE THAN ONE TREA=
SURE 1S HIDDEN AMONG THE WOODED KEYS OF

THE MANY OUTLETS OF CAESAR'S
CREEK PROVIDED A PERFECT RETREAT FOR

Brack CAESAR THE SECOND, WHO LOWERED

HIS MAST, TIED TO AN JRON RING AMCHORED .
TO A ROCK IN THE CREEK AND HID BEHIND .
THE TANGLE OF THE ISLANDS. CAESAR KEPT
"PRJSONERS ON ELLIOTT KEY, WHICH MAY BE

" WHY luDlANs BELIEVED IT TO BE' HAUNTED.;’




”%“woavno TRue TELLS us‘?HAT WHEN

" AMERICAN AUTHORITIES WERE PLANNING TO
GET RID OF CAESAR, WOR® REACHED HIM WITH

.MYSTERIOUS PROMPTNESS, HE SAVLED WITH

SEVERAL MILLION DOLLARS IN GOLD BUT LEFT
24 Tons OF SILVER IN BISCAYNE Bav. HE
JOINED OTHER PIRATES ON THE WEST COAST

. oF FLORIDA. RETURNING FOR. THE SILVER
 HE WAS CAPTURED AND TAKEN BY THE NAVY

. To KEY WEST. ACCORDING TO LEGEND, HE

. WAS: TRICKED BY A RUSE OF THE WIDOW OF

A METHODIST MINISTER WHOSE EYES HE HAD
PUT OUT. IN KEY WEST HE WAS BURNED AT
‘THE STAKE, THE WIDOW LIGHTING THE FAGG=

~ 0Tss HIS .SILVER TREASURE WAS SUNK BY
"HIS OWN ORDERS IN THE WATER AT CAESAR'S

" CREEK "WHERE ROCKS APE ees:os‘lT."

" PLACE FOLLOVING THE DEPARTURE OF THE
SECOND BLACK CAEZSAR BUT PIRACY IN GEN=

' _ERAL INCREASED AMONG THE FLORIDA KEYS.

.. THE YOUNG FEDERAL QOVERWMENT TOOK STEPS

A WesT INDIAN SQUADRON WAS
- CSTABLISHED AT THE NCW NAVAL BASE

IN "Key WEST WwiTH CoMMODORE Cavip PORTER
o IN COMMAND. i SPITE OF YELLOW FEVER,

. THE PIRATZ FIGHTERS WON THESR BATTLES.
- THEY FOUGH? W!TH SMALL SCHOOLZRS AND

" FERRY BOATS, MANEUVERABLE IN E)THER
. DIRECTIONs AMONG THE4R SHIPS WAS THE
-~ SEAGULL, THE FIRST STEAM=PROPELLED VESw
" SEL USED BY THE AMERICAN NavY. '

- An 1823 mAP BY He S, TANNER SHOWS

- Les Parspts AND SAUNDERS CUT IN [4LAND=
. VA WITH STIRRUP BIGHT IN THE SOUTHe ;
| - WESTERN PART OF THE BAYe. FINLEY'S MAP
. OF 1827 SHOWS SANDWICH GULF AND ELLlOT -]
[SLAND., : ‘

. _ o ?i '

o " Jomn JAMES AUDUBON WAS DELJGHTED
"WITH THE BIRDS AND TROPICAL FORESTRY OF
1~ THE ISLANDS WHEN HE MADE A TRIP FROM

. ST. AUGUSTINE TO DRY TORTUGAS ABOARD
- THE CUTTER MARION iN 1832. He Dus-
CRIBED. THE REEFS WHICH PROTECT THE KEYS
- AND Tue,a HARBORS AS HAVING THE APPEAR=
' ANCE OF "A HUGE WALL BUILT av AN ARMY
- OF c;aurs. HE AROSE AT 3 o'CLOCK EACH
- MORNING AND HUNTED AMONG THE MANGROVES
_OF HAN? xevs TO SKETGCH 7&5 PLANTS AND

- CAESAR'S CREEK MAY HAVE BEEN A SAFER

;‘70 SUBDUE THESE "BRETHREN OF THE CoAsT."

FOLLOWING THE EMANCIPATION OF
SLAVES IN THE Banamas In 1834, ano THE

. FAILURE OF MANY PLANTATIONS,; PIONEER

FAMILIES WHO HAD ORIGINALLY EMIGRATED
FROM GEORGIA AND THE CAROLINAS TO THE
BAHAMAS, GREEN TURTLE CAY AND GOVERN~
OR'S |SLAND, AGAIN CROSSED THE GULF
STREAM AND HOMESTEADED ON THE FLORIDA
Keys. RETURNING TO THE UNITED STATES,
-THEY LIVED ALONG THE SEASHORE.. BEFORE
THE ORGANIZATION OF OoUR CoAsT GuaARD,
THESE SETTLERS RESCUED MANY MEN AND
SHIPS FROM THE REEFS BORDERING HAwk _
CHANNEL » EEN

AN ANONYMOUS BRITISH MAP oF 1834
SHows BLACK SARAH'S CREEK As CAESAR’S
CREEK. JoHN LEE WiLLIAMS CHARTED HIS
MAP OF FLORIDA IN 1837 AND THE NAMES

DECORAT{VELY DESCRIBED |SLANDIA IN
PICTURESQUE SPANiSH. SANDWICH GULF,
OUR PRESENT BiSCAYNE Bay, EXTENDED
FROM THE MANGROVE FRINGE OF KEY LARGO
To R1o RaToNES (MiAMt RIVER) ALMOST
40 MiLES NORTHWARD. |T wWAS SEYEN TO

NINE FEET DEEP, THE BOTTOM COVERED IN

PLACES WITH SOFT MU, PAPO WAS THE
NAME OF A SMALL GROUP OF |SLANDS THEN

IN EXISTENGCE NORTHEAST OF THE ‘RAGGED

Kzys, JAND CASTOR AND POLLUX BORE THE
PSEUDONYMS OF TWO PR!VATEERS ACTIVE IN |
THESE WATERS. BLAEK CAESAR'S, SAUNDERS
AND FOWEY WERE THREE INLETS FROM OCEAN

TO BAYe WILLIAMS WROTE THAT THE EAST=
ERN SHORE OF ELLIOTT KEY WAS COVERED
WITH LUXURFANT HARDWOOD TREES AND THAT
WRECKAGE OF EVERY DESCRIPTION, CARRIED = ©
BY THZ WAVES, COVERED THE SHORELINE. _
ALMOYT OPPOSITE THE SOUTHERN KEYS OF |
IsLaniplA 8eEGAN CARYSFORT REEF, szsunéx‘“
ING TO THE SOLDIERS KEYS, WILLIAMS .
THOUGHT T THE MOST DANGEROUS PART OF
THE WHOLE REEF AS MORE SHIPS WERE
WRECKED THERE THAN ALONG THE FLORIDA
COAST.

FLORIDA?S RENOWNED NATURALIST AND
" PROFESSOR OF FORESTRY AT THE UNIVERSITY =~
oF MiIAMI, Dr. JOHN GIFFORD, WROTE OF :
THE BEGINNINGS OF THE SEMINOLE WARS, @'  —
IN PROGRESS AT THIS TIME. HIS MANU~ '
SCRIPTS TELL OF THEIR EFFECT ON RESI=
DENTS OF THE KEYS. "THERE WAS TURMOIL -
FOR A LONG TIME.esWE HAD ONE HUNDRED .




AND FIFTY FORTS AND ALMCUST AS MANY BROKEN

TREATIESees{AND) DROVE THE INDIANS INTO

~ - THE SWAMPS OF THE SOUTH IN ORDER TO s:e
a THE LAND 'GET BACK THE PURCHASE PRICE."

- SLAVE RAIDS AND HUNGER PLAGUED THE
lNQlANS ON RESERVATIONS IN CENTRAL FLORw
 1DAe  SCATTERED TRIBES, REFUSING TO CEDE
THEIR LANDS, FOUGHT FOR SURVIVAL.
. STEADERS ON THE KEYS MOVED SOUTHWEST TOw-
© WARD Key Vaca AND KEY WEST WHEN NEGOTIA=
 TIONS WITH THE INDIANS FAILED ANO RETURNw

IAM HARNEY CAPTURED AND KILLED CHAKIKA,
- LAST OF THE SEMINOLE CHIEFS AND LEADER
. OF THE PERRINE MASSACRE ON INDIAN Kgy
© . {FORMERLY NAMED MATANZA 8Y THE SPANISH

AND KAY GOMFORT BY THE ENGLISH).,

CoLoneL RogerT E. Leg visSITED Bis-
cavne Bay in 1849, UNDER INSTRUCTIONS
. FROM GEN%RAL Josepn ToTren (Torren Kev),
- CHIEF of |ENGINEERS, WASHINGTON; AND THE

. BILITY OF LOCAL MILITARY INSTALLATIONS.
CAPTAIN M, C, MelGs (MEjgs KEY) was
LATER CAPTAIN OF ENGINEERS BASED AT KEY
" WEST purRING THE CiviL WAR. KeEY WEST
© WAS THE LARGEST SALVAGE CENTER IN THE
. UniTED STATES. !
S t 1856 LIEUTENANT Jo Co IVES Come
"ﬁ,PLETED HIS FAMOUS FLORIDA MAP AT THE
~ DIRECT|ON of JeFFERSON DAvIS, THEN U. S.
'SECRETARY OF STATE. [vES svows a "Pearc
o Ovsrea BANK™ NORTH OF ISLANDIA anND "ELLI=-
. oTT's KEY" INCLUDES SEAGRAPE POINT,
- TIE AND HUNTING GROUNDS" ARE ON THE MAINw
. LAND WHERE Coconur GROVE is’now.

, KtnroLzs, BY BRIGADIER GENERAL WiILL~-

: IAM CURRY HARLLEE, TELLS OF THE LovaLTY

. OF "PEACEABLE AND INDUSTRIOUS" .CONFEDER=
" ATE SOLDIERS FROM THE KEYS. WITH THE

ATE SYMPATHIZERS LEFT THE [SLANDS VIA

| THE BAHAMAS TO JOIN SOUTHERN FORCES IN
"NORTH FLORIDA. ONE JOHN CURRY, WHO MOVED
HIS FAMILY To ManNaTee In 1860, HEeLPED
 THE CONFEDERATE SECRETARY OF STATE, JUDAH
'»P. BENJAH!N, ESCAPE FROM FLORKDA. :

- " DRe As e HANNA wn(rss IN H1S FLKGHT
*To OBL:v;ON THAT GCNERAL donu Bneckxu-

HoME=

WAR DEPARTMENT, TO CONSIDER THE ADV]SA=- ;j

"KOoON

"FEDERAL OCCUPATION OF Key WEST, CONFEDERw~ sea--?pRTLES: FiSH AND CRAUF‘Sﬂc

. 6 4saauo§ B b

RIDGE, CONFEDERATE SECRETARY OF WAR,
SAILED DOWN Biscayne Bay vo ELLIOYT KEY
AND ESCAPED THROUGH CaesAR'S CREEK, TAk-
ING WHAT WAS LEFT of THE CONFEDERATE -
TREASURY TO SAFETY, ONE DIARY OF THAT
ERA RECORDED THAT “SCORES OF FLAMINGOES,
VERMILION SCARLET" WERE ON ELLIOTY -KEY.
PRESENT MIAMI WAS OCCUPIED BY veny ROUGH
MEN.

In 1886, JEREMIAH SAUNDERS FROM
GREEN TURTLE CAY IN THE BAHAMAS,; wWas

_ED TO THE UPPER KEYS ONLY WHEN THE INDIANS GRANTED LAND ON ELLIOTT AND ADAMS KeYs
RETREATED INTO THE 'GLADES, > COLONEL WILL=

BY THE UNITED STATES WHOSE PRES|DENT .
WAS THEN GROVER CLEVELAND, -HE WAS 4
PLANTER AND LIVED ON THE OCEAN 'SIDE OF
ELLIOTT KEY, A, MILE NORTH OF Caesar’ 'S
CREEK, WITH HIS WIFE, MARIAN, AND THEIR
TWO SONS, EDWIN AND HERMAN. |
EoWwin MARRIED SARAH MAGDALINE
ROBERTS, DAUGHTER OF JOHN AND MARGARET
(PinbER) RoBERTS, OF GREEN TURTLE Cay
AND CHEROKEE SOUND. SHE WAS TME GRAND=-
DAUGHTER OF JOHN WILLIAM AND SARAH
+{RUSSELL) ROBERTS AND GREAT-GRANDDAUGH=
~TER OF WiLLtam AND Jane (CURRY) RUSSELL,

WE VISITED SARAH MAGDALINE IN
' HoMESTEAD In 1961, AFTER EDWIN'S DEATH,
'SHE HAD REMARRIED; SHE WAS NOW MRS, R.
C. PINDER. SHE AND HER BROTHER-IN-LAN,‘,"
HERMAN, AND HIS WIFE HAD SOLD THEIR
ELLiory Key PROPERTY IN 1909 To FRANK=
L1N COLEMAN BUSH, THEN A WEALTHY RESI-
DENT OF . CoconuT GROVE.

Her REMINtscznses OF THE OLD HOME
oN ELLIOTT KEY WERE WARM AND HAPPY, .
ILLUMINED 8Y A LOVELY SMILE. SHE REMEM~ =
BERED THAT THEIR ATTIC was "JuUST LIKE A
LITTLE STORE; DON'T YOU KNOW:aeWE BOUGHT
EVERYTHINK N QUANT|TIES~-=BARRELS OF
SUGAR AND CASES OF CANNED GOODS==AND
HAD ALL THE WONDERFUL THINGS FROM THE
e
THOSE DAYS THE BIGGEST CHORE OF THE

K

 WIVES WAS FEEDING THE LABORERS WHO

RORK‘ED{ FOR THE BEASIDE FARMERS,

WELL=-KNOWN FAMILIES IN MONROE AND

DADE COUNTIES TODAY, ALMOST ALL OF WNOM -

ARE DISTANTLY RELATED, PLANTED THEfR . .7

PINEAPPLE, PLANTATIONS AND THEIR LIME 'f
GROVES IN THE ROCKY, RiCH soxL oF THE

-




A HUNDRED FEET TALLW"

in Taosz bA?s, THE LAND GREW LARGE
”Rteﬂ, soMe "TwWO raf? I DIAMETER AND
THE PLANTERS CUT
/OUT AREAS OF SMALL TREES AND "LAID THEM
_ ALL ONE WAY" TO DRY AND SEASCN FOR FUT=-
.. URE BUILDING AND FIREWOOD, THEN QURNED
' THE CLEARED LAND, "THE ROCK WENT TO
LIME AND PINEAPPLE SLIPS WERE PLANTED
IN THE POWOER." ALMOST ALL THE HIGH
LAND WAS EVENTUALLY BURNED BUT THEY
- WERE CAREFUL NEVER. TO START A FIRE NEXT
TO AN ESTABLISHED PLANTATION “UNLESS
THE WIND WAS RIGHT." LABORERS HARVESTED
THE PINES,; COUNTED THEM BY TALLIES AND
CARRIED THEM [N BASKETS TO THE BARGES
AT THE SHORE WHICH FERRIED THE FRUIT TO
WAITING SCHOONERS. |F THE WINDS WERE
'NOT FAVORASLE, "THE SCHOONERS DION'T
GET VERY FAR AND THE PINES WERE LOST
AND THROWN OVER,"™ PERHAPS A TOTAL LOSS
FOR THE PLANTERS.

;
PINEAPPLES RIPENED ABOUT THE MIDOLE
OF MAY AND WERE PICKED BY JUNE THE 10TH.
FAMILIES ON ELLIOTT KEY WOULD HAVE THEIR
BELONGINGS ALL PACKED AND BE READY TO
LEAVE IN THEIR SAILBOATS AND SPEND THE
SUMMER VISITING WITH FRIENDS 4N CUTLER,
ALONG THE KEYS AND IN KEY WEST UNTIL
THE HURRICANE SEASON WAS PAST, ACCORD-
ING TO OBSERVANT PLONEERS, HURR|CANES
WERE A THREAT FROM MID=JULY UNTIL THE
- OCTOBER FULL MOON.

NEAR THE S0UTH END OF ELLIOTT KEv,
ALMOST OPROSITE BILLY'sS POINT, LIVED
WiLLiaM D. ALBURY WITH HIS FAMILY. PaART.
OF THIS PROPERTY WAS LATER OWNED BY DR,
"JoHn GIFFOAD. "UNCLE BiLLY" ALBURY-
HANDLED MOST OF THE LEGAL AFFAIRS OF THE
ISLANDERS AND AT ONE TIME WaS JUSTICE
" OF THE PEACE. HE HAD A CoconuT GROVE
-HOME NEAR THE PRESENT BANK BUILDING,

FRONT LIVED HIS PARENTS, THE Davis AL~
" BURYS, WITH THEIR 8ON, JOE, AND HIS
WiFE, CATHERINE, NEE SWEETING. FOR YEARS

ON NEIGHBORING LAND ALONG ThcéoczAN

© THESE FAMILIES COMMUTED TO Key WEST fFoR
. IMPORTAMT FAMILY EVENTS=wMARR|AGES, BIRTNS
© - AND THEIR FEW SERIOUS ILLNESSES.

ON THE NORTHERN END OF ELL!QY? Key,

~- ABOUT WHERE THE T. Y. MOORE HMOUSES ARE

A._NOW, LIVED THE HENRY FILERS., SOUTHWARD
. ALONG THE BEACH WAS TME LAND OF GEORGE

"Vugfgfjﬁfu; .

_SWEETING AND His WIFE CORNELIA. MER

PARENTS WERE WiLL1AM HENRY RUSSELL AND
ELvira {LowE)e WiLLIAM'S PARENTS WERE
Josepu anD Saran (Curry) RusseLL,
DAUGHTER OF BENJAMIN CURRY, PLANTER

onN GREEN TURTLE Cay AND MARY CURRY FROM
SouTH CAROLINA.

GEORGE SVEETING BUILT THREE 5JZE~
ABLE SHIPS, ONE of Ul TONS, TO TRANSPORT
HiS FARM PRODUCE FROM THE ISLAND TO THE
MARKETS ON THE MAINLAND AND ON THE LOW=
ER KEYS, HIS INVESTMENT IN HIS LAND
was $1,600, BuUT wHEN HENRY FLAGLER WAS
BUILDING HIS HUGE Roval PaLM -HOTEL IN .
MiAMI HE BOUGHT 800 COCONUT TREES FROM
SWEETING FOR A DOLLAR A:PIECE AND THEY
WERE TRANSPLANTED TO LAHQStAPE THE HOTEL
GROUNDS . z

ELLIOTT KEY ONCE GREW LOVELY LARGE
MADE!RA TREES, A HARD WOOD RESEMBLING
MAHOGANY., ONE DAY A THREE~MASTED SCHOON=
ER ANCHORED OFF SHORE AND MEN AANDED ON
THE ISLAND WITH THE PURPOSE OF BUYING
MANY OF THESE TREES. THEY BOUGHT ABOUT
FIVE HUNDRED FOR A DOLLAR EACH, HAD
THEM CHOPPED DOWN, SAWED IN HALF AND
DRAGGED BY MULES TO THE BEAGH, WHERE
THE LOGS WERE FLOATED OUT TO THE SHIP
AND LOADED ABOARD, FEW OF THE SMALLER
TREES SURVIVED THE 1906 HURR1 CANE

THOMAS SWEETING AND MIS utrs, Mary
ANN (ALBURY==SHE WAS A SISTER OF UNCLE
BiLLY ALBURY), LIVED NORTM OF SEAGRAPE
POINT NEAR THE COVE THEY CALLED "L1TTLE
BEACH." THEY HAD FOUR SONS-=NORMAN,
HomeR, SgELY AND BenN. THomas! FATHER
ASA LIVED WITH THEM; ASA'S WIFE DIED
DURING YHE YELLOW FEVER EPIDEMIC OF
1887, HOMER SWEETING MARRIED ARENA
THOMPSON 'WHO HAD MOVED TO ELLIQTT KEY .

WiTH HER PARENTS IN 1884, Norw oF

POINT ADELLE, THOMAS AND GEORGE JOHN=-
SON BUILT THEIR HOME, AND SOUTH ALONG
THAT COAST LIVED ARENA'S PARENTS, ROBERT
AND MaRY THoMPSON., THE THOMPSONS, WITH
MARY'S FATHER HENRY PINDER, DEEDED A
MALF AGCRE OF THEIR LAND N 1891 1o THE
Daoe County ScHoot BOARD. ALTHOUGH
MANY OF THE CHILDREN FROM THE KEYS WENT
TO SCHOOL IN KEY WEST DURING THE SUMMER
MONTHS, DADE COUNTY WAS AWARE OF THE
INCREASING NEED FOR A scuooa on ELLtOTT
KEY‘ ’ X . X o g




o VICES.

. CILMAN LeEwis M. Apawms.

_A8TFar ‘'aack as 1887, AT iTs SepTEmeer
JTH MEETING, THE BOARD HAD DECLBRED A NEW
SCHOOL DISTRICT TO BE KNOWN AS NUMBER

% FOUR AND TO SERVE "ELLIOTT'S KEY" AND ADe

. JACENT ISLANDS, HENRY FILER WAS NAMED
TRUSTEE FOR THE DISTRICT.

A FRAME BUILDING WAS BUILT ON THE DON=
ATED .LAND IN THE CENTER OF HAMMOCK. [T
"WAS USED NOT ONLY FOR GLASSES ON WEEKDAYS
© BUT SERVED AS A CHURCH FAQR METHODIST SER-
: THE EARLIEST TEACHERS IN THE NEW
'SCHOOL WERE MAUDE KnAPP, ANN SINGLETON
AND A MR, HARRIS, .

CHILDREN WALKED "MANY o ROCK" FROM
HOME TO SCHOOL THOUGH A FEW SAILED THEIR
OWN DINGHIES, IN LATER YEARS SCHOOL

‘. ATTENDANCE WAS NOT ALWAYS UP TO THE SCHOOL

BOARD'S STANDARD OF 10 PUPILS FOR EVERY
SCHOOL. ANOTHER SMALL SCHOOL HOUSE WAS

. BUILT CLOSER TO THE BEAGH BUT IT WAS USED
- ,FOR ONLY A SHORT TIME,

VISITING MINISTERS FROM MATTECUMBE OR
LemMoN CITY STAYED OVERNIGHT AT THE PLANT~
tRS' HOMES DURING THEIR VISITS AND THE
FAMILIES WOULD ROTATE THEIR HOSPITALITY
 TO THE WELCOME CLERGYMEN, WHEN THERE

WAS NO MINISTER TO CONDUCT THE SERVICES,
SOME QF THE PATRIARCHS, LIKE ROBERT THOMP=
;. SONy HENRY PINDER AND JEREMIAH SAUNDERS-

"OFFICIATED AS LAY LEADERS,

- ONLY ONE QF THE ORIGINAL SETTLERS'
_HOMES REMAINS TODAY OnN ELLIOTT KEY.
WAS BUILT BY ARTHUR AND EDGAR HigGS.
[T 1S NOW THE PROPERYY OF |SLANDIA COUN=

Ir .

. . - . B .
- LONG REMEMBERED HAS BEEN THE SEA TRAG-
. EDY THAT CLAIMED THE LIVES OF ARTHUR HIGGS,
. HIS THREE SMALL SONS AND YOUNG DAUGHTER.
~ THE HIGGS FAMILY HAD BEEN THE OVERN|GHT
GUESTS OF THE HENRY FILERS. NEXT MORNING,
SAILING TOWARDS HOME, THEY ROUNDED THC
 POINT IN A STRONG NORTH WIND AND THE BOAT
 JIBED OVER AND CAPSI2ED. THE FATHER AND
HIS FOUR CHILDREN WERE BURIED JUST SOUTH

~:;or THE FILER HOME,

ALrheo Acuesou, WHOM M!S COLLEAGUES
N1CKNAMED "BuBsA SMART,” HAD BUILT HIS
" HOUSE NORTH OF PETREL POINT, PERHAPS TO
"WATCH FOR SHIPS APPROACHING THE CORAL

"ED WITH CHARCOAL OR SULPHUR.

. .8.

| ‘ t
REEFSs HIS PROMPTNESS AND ‘EXPERT SEA=
MANSHIP IN SALVAGING DISTRESSEDR SHLPS
AND RESCUING THEIR CREWS EARNED MIM
LOCAL FAME AS A SALVAGER. [N LATER B
YEARS ACHESON SOLD HIS LAND Y0 W. R,
HARNEYe |N THOSE EARLY TRANSFERS OF
PROPERTIES IT IS INTERESTING TO uora
HOW OFTEN THE ABSTRACTS INCLUDED "ENe
TIRE PINEAPPLE PLANTATIONS" IN THE SALES
AND RESTRICTED THE BUILDING OF CCMMER-
ClAL FISH HOUSES,
[ _
THE FIRST FAMILIES BUILT THE!R HOMES

 ON THE NATURAL RIDGE ALONG THE ISLAND

COAST FACING THE OCEAN. WRECKAGE SAL~
VAGED FROM THE TIDES OFTEN SERVED AS
MATERIALS IN THE WQODEN HOUSES BUT SOME
ENTERPRISING BUJLDERS, LIKE JoHN WATKINS,
BOUGHT LUMBER AND HARDWARE B8Y SAJLBOAT
FROM KEY WEST. WITH A NATURAL WALL OF
SAND DUNES BETWEEN THE RIDGE AND THE
OCEAN, THERE WAS PA?T!AL PROTECT ON

FROM ABNORMAL TIDES, AND THE FRAME HOUSES
WERE GROUND=PINNED TO THE ROCK TO W|TH=-
STAND HIGH WINDS. THIS WAS THE TECHNI~
QUE OF ANGHORING THE FRAMEWORK Of THE

' MOUSE TO HARDOWOOD LOGS BURIED IN DITCHES

AT THE CORNERS AND PARALLEL TO THE SIDES.
UNLIKE THE HOMESTEADERS ON MOST OF THE ‘
OTHER KEYS, THE ELLIOTT KEY SETTLERS i
BUILT THELIR HOMES WiTHOUT FRONT PORCHES o !
OF COURSE THEY DEPENDED ON THE RAINS .
FOR THEIR FRESH WATER, DEFORE CISTERNS
WERE INSTALLED, THEY USED BARRELS TO
CATCH AND STORE THE RAINWATER.  DaAvis
ALBURY INGENIOUSLY USED A BUOY THAT HAD
FLOATED ASHORE. HE REMOVED THE TOP

' PLATE, PLANTED IT NEAR THE HOUSE AND RAN

LEADERS FROM THE ROOF GUTTERS INTO THE
CONTAINER. TO AUGMENT THIS SOMETIMES
INSUFFICIENT SOURCE OF FRESH WATER, THE .
PIONEER MEN WOULD SAIL TO THE MiaMl
RIVER, WHERE THEY FOUND CLEAN FRESH

WATER ABOUT WHERE THE RAILROAD BRIDGE

NOW CROSSES. OR THEY WOULD SAIL ACROS3
THE BAY TO THE CANALS OF THE MAINLAND,
WHERE THE EARLY PIRATES AND SAILORS FiLL-~
ED THEIR JUGS. LIKE THE EARLY ADVENTUR«
ERS, THEY TOO, FOUND A FRESH WATER SPRING
IN THE MIDOLE OF THE BAY, TO SuUPPLY
WATER FOR THE LABORERS, THE SETTLERS
WOULD PURIFY THE WATER THEY MAD COLLECT-
UsuaLLy
THEY TRANSPORTED FRESH WATER N FOUR




CASKS N THE BOTTOM OF A o:wsuw, T™WO o '
o E:rnsa sxoe. i?u~ N .

, Evzav HOME, HAD TS DOCK, WITH 178
SLOOP OR DINGHY AND PERHAPS A SCHOONER
ANCHMORED NEARBY. anwuea THEY WERE PLANT=
ERS, Fisaznwzm OR-SHIPBUILDERS, THEY
SOUGHT THEIR LIVELINOOD FROM THE PRODULTS
OF THE sea--r;ss,ﬁcaAwylsa, TURTLES AND
SPONGES==WHICH A% JTHAT TIME WERE PLENTI=
FUL AROUND THE.K ,ﬁtae BETTER QUALITY

BEING FOUND ON' Tue BAY SIDE., AS EXPRESSw

ED BY ONE OLDTIMER, "WE WENT FOR WHATEVER

THERE WAS A &ICKEL To BE GOTTEN OUT OF,"

THEY DELIVERED THEIR spouaas AND TIM=
. BER TO COMMERCIAL CENTERS AND THE PER)SH
' ABLE SEAFOOD AND FARM PRODUCE TO. LOCAL
MARKETS BECAUSE THEY HAD NO REFRIGERA=
TioNe CRAWFISH THRIVED ALONG THE SHORES
AND ANY NIGHT YOU COULD CATCH A SKIFF=
LOAD WITH THE LIGHT OF A KEROSENE LAN=
- TERN» THE MARKET PRICE THEN WAS ABOUT
© FIVE CENTS A POUND. '

. GREEN TURTLES WERE CAUGHT ON THE REEF
WITH LARGE~MESH NETS, SUPPORTED BY CORK
- FLOATS BUT WITH NO LEADS, ONE NET, WHICH
. HAD BEEN ANCHORED FOR A WEEK, SNARED
—“‘NINE GREEN TURTLES. ASNER SWEETING RE~
MEMBERS THAT EACH OF THESE PRJ2ES FROM
| THE sea weiraHeED FrROM 250 To 300 PounDS
|- WHEN THEY. WERE snuanL* WELGHED=IN AT
1. THE Kev wesr CRAWLS .

. Soms oF ?HE EARLY SETTLERS US€D -
THE{R SCHOONERS DURING THE OFF PERIODS
OF FARMING TO FERRY FREIGHT FROM KEY

. WEST T0 HavaNA. M THOSE EARLY LEISURE=~
LY DAYS, SAILBOATS WERE THE PIONEERS®
ONLY COMMUNICATION WITH THE OUTSIDE WORLD.
TWwo SMALL SCHOONERS, BUILT oN PLANTATION
Key--THE |SLAND HOME anp THE NEWPORT--
MADE WEEKLY TRIPS FROM Key WEST TO Soump
Point oN Key LARGO, FrRoM THE.INDiAN RIv-
© ER SECTION, TWIN BOATS OF asoutr 10 TONS,
_ THE ARDELL Anp THE DELLIE, BROUGHT supp-
U LIES,
KEY, THEY SAILED THE INLAND WATERWAY
'AND USED BOTH EAST AND WEST CHANNELS OF
THE FEATHERBED Banks, FREIGHT AND MAIL
_ WERE BROUGHY To ELLIOTT Kgy FRoM Cocanut
7" GroveE AND Buena VisTa BY THE SCHOOMER
“st BROTHERS. .

© ARE NOW ROWS OF TALL TREES.

FREIGHT AND PASSENGERS ¥0 ELtLloT?

o FAMILIES ALWAYS GOT TOGETHER FOR
HOLIDAY CELEBRATIONS, THANKSGIVING,
CHRISTMAS AND OTHER FEST!VE OGCASIONS
WERE THE.TIMES FOR SUMPTUOUS FEASTS
TO WHICH THE WIVES BROUGHT SAVORY ROAST
CHICKENS, CRAWFISH AND ROASTING EARS OF
CORN WITH SUCH GOURMET DELIGHTS AS LIME
PIES AND COCONUT CAKESs FOR COCKING
FIRES WOMEN USED CHIPS FROM BOAT BUILD-
ING AND BUTTOMWOOD BRANCHES,

1 .

~ SoutH FLORIDA'S HARDY COGONUT TREE
HAVE BEEN A GOOD FRIEND TO MAN, Duminc
THE EARLIEST RECORDED DAYS OF THE SPAN-~
‘ISH MISS1ONS, ONE M}SSIONARY BROTHER
WROTE OF THE INDIANS CROSSING Biscayne
BAY IN THEIR CANOES TO GATHER COCONUTS
FROM THE 1SLANDS. HURRICAMNES MAY TWIS:
THE TREES, BLOW THEM OVER AND COVER TH:
WITH TONS OF SAND BUT EVENTUALLY THE
TREES SURVIVE AND COCONUTS GROW AGAIN.
THE KEY PIOMEERS LEARNED THAT CHiCKENS

"LAID BEAUTIFUL EGGS ON A DIET OF FRESH

OR DRIED COCONUT, WHEN THE MOSQUITOES
WERE BAD, SMUDGE FROM BURNING COCONUT
HUSKS AND BUTTONWOOD KEPT THEM AWAY.
EVEN THE CMICKENS LEARNED TO WALK up
THE RAMP THROUGH 7ng SMOKE TO THE CHIC
EN HOUSE. .

COCONUTS AND SEAGRAPES STILL GROW
ALONG THE SHORE OF ISLANDIA, .AND raz
COOL HMAMMOCK FORESY N THE DEEP HUMUS
OF THE INTERIOR OF THE ISLANDS, BLACK
OLIVE AND SATINLEAF TREES GROW WILD.

~ DR, JoHN GIFFORD WROTE THAT HAMMOCK LA

IS THE FOREST THAT MANGROVE AND PINELA
WOULD BECOME ¥ UNDAMAGED BY FIRE OR
FLOOD. ‘ ~

LOW HEDGES OF AUSTRALIAN PINES
WERE PLANTED TO SERVE AS WINDBREAKS AN
tn THE RO
SOIL OF THE KEYS WINTER TOMATOES AND
SUMMER MELONS GROW AND LITTLE CULTIVAY
IS NEEDED TO PRODUGE YAMS, BANANAS, i
PAYAS, GUAVAS AND SUGAR APPLES. CiTk.
THRIVES AS (T HAS FOR CENTURIES, THAT
PLAND MAKER," THE MANGROVE, 1S STiLk
EXTENDING ITS EXPLORING ROOTS INTO THC
SHALLOW WATERS OF |SLANDIA'S SHORES an
ANCHORING ITS SHOOTS IN NEW BASES., AsS
17 GROWS NEW ROOTS IN COMPLEX PATTERNS
THE DRIFTING SILT, LEAVES, TWIGS AND




R ND ARE TRA”PED 10 Fonm NEW Lawo AND A

7 NEW atsuss FOR OTHER' FORMS OF LIFE. WHEN
YOU LOOK TLOSELY }INTO THIS TANGLE OF

3 ',GaOW?H YOU MAY STILL FIND A PRIZED MIR=~

~ RIMAK swa!& GL!NG!NGvTO A SHADOWY ROOT. -

GUR esasgw? 3sgampia WAS NOT ALY
SUITABLE FOR FARMING, Sanps Kgv, FoR
EXAMPLE, WAS NOT FARMED BY THE EARLIEST
SETTLERS BECAUSE THEY CONCLUDED THERE
WAS NOT ENOUGH "LivELitoop" THErez, The
- RESTLESSLY CRUISING PIONEERS KNEW ALL
.| THE CHANNELS AND SMORES OF THEZ RAGGED

~ Kevs. Commopore RaLpn Munros oF Cocow
- NUT GROVE WROTE THAT BRAINERD AND CHAR-~
LEY DALL ONGE OWMED THE RAGGED HEYS AND
THAT A MR; SIEBERLING EXTENSIVELY 1M~
| . PROYED THE ISLAND mnAMED Boca Cxica. Bur
" THE INDIVIDUAL ISLES OF THE RAGGED GROUP
HAD NO IDENTIFYING NAMES UNTIL RECENT
YEARS, .

: During THE CuBAN INSURRECTION AGAINST
SPAIN, ‘THE HEYS' SETTLERS WERE SYMPATHE=

TIC WITH THE CUBAN PATRIOTS AND OFTEN

AIDED THE GUNRUNNERS WHEM THEY ANCHORED

J- OFF ELLIOTT KEY. A NOTED GUNRUNNER OF

THAT TIME WAS THE THREE FRIENDS, wHOoSE

' SKIPPER WAS THE SPECTACULAR NAPOLEON

.. - BONAPARTE BROWARD, BROWARD HAD THE DEEPw
 SEA TUGBOAT BUILT, He RAISED THE MONEY

It JACKSONVILLE MEEDED TO CONSTRUGT MER

AND HAD AN ADVENTUROUS CAREER WH]CH EVEN-

TUALLY LED TO HiS OFFJCcEZ AS GOVERNOR OF

- Froripa. THE STEPHEN R, MALLORY =enpEZ~

7 VOUSED -WITH THE THREE FRIENDS ofFf ELL1OTY
KEY DURING MANY ADVENTUROUS TRIPS CARRY<

ING AMMUNITION, GUNS AND VOLUNTEERS TQ

_ THE CUBAN PEOPLE. THE SHIP WAS BUILT

~ BY CAPTAIN JOHR Lowe, EUPNEMIA, CaPa -

“TAIN Lowe's DAUGHTER, MARRIED WILLIAM

- 'CURRY, WHO AS A YOUNG MAN ¥AD GOME FROM

. THE BAHAMAS TO0 SEEK HiS FORTUNE IN KEY
‘WEST., HE WAS UNPRETENTIOUS THONGH HE

ASTONISHED NEW YORK WHENM ONE DAY HE

. WALKED INTO TIFFANY'S AND OGRDERED A GOLD
- DINNER SERVICE. THE FABULOUS GOLDEN

T WARE YIAS USED CAZUALLY BY THE FAMILY iN

THE COMFORTAB&E BUT MODEST KEY WEST HOME.

- WHEN HE p1eo ‘in 1896, WitLiam Curmy WAS

- THE szLTHtEST MAN IN Fgoa:oa.

; EuauzMiA AND wiLLiAM Cuanw HAD a:aar
VCHILDR£N.~ SEVERAL OF THE SONS QWNED,
-Acatnse oR ELLIOT? Kev--anona Taam, Hauav

s

s

FRANKLIN CURRY WHO MARRIED SusAan FLETC

ER PinpER. THEIR Son Epison, wHO !N 1
WAS LIVING IN BRADENTOMS REMEMBERED

SPENDING MANY BOYHOOD VACATIONS ON THE
FAMILY PINEAPPLE PLANTATEON ON ELLtOTT

T,.JSL.:m — —
' Frank Bubet, wHO CPERATED PROSPER~
oUSLY MIAMI'S FIRST HARDWARE STCRE, OW
ED A PINEAPPLE PLANTATION AND A GRAPE=-
FRUIT GROVE ON ToTTEn Kev, To MOvE Wi
PRODUCE TO THE SHORE FOR TRANS«SHIPMEN'
ON BARGES TO THE MAINLAND MARKETS, MR.
BUDGE BUILT A BAILROAD TRACK FOR FLAT
CARS. AS HE WAS ALMOST READY TO NARVE!
HIS FIRST CROP, A DAMAGING HURRICANE

.A SWEPT THE KEY AND ME ADANDONED HIS VEN-

ANOTHER EARLY SETTLER ON THESE KEY:
WAS THE TALL, DEAROED PARSON ISRAEL
LAFAYETTE JONES FROM RALEIGYHy NORTH
CAROLINA, WITH HIS BRIDE, MOZELLE, HE
MADE HIS FIRST HOME ON THE Davis GRanNT
on Key BiISCAYNE. COMMODORE MUNROE,
SUPERVISOR OF TRE PROPERTY, BELAME A
FRIEND OF THE PARsON'S.

WiRTH MUNROE, THE COMMODORE'S SON,
REMEMBERS PARSON- JONES 4S8 BEING MORE
THAN S| FEET TALL, WiTH A GREAT BEAR
AND A DEEP YCICE. TW0O SONS WERE BORN
IN THE JOMES PAMILY--ARTHUR AND LANCE
LOTe LAMCELOT WAS NAMED BY MARY ANN
DAYIS AND ARTHUR JONES WAS GiVEN THE
NAME SUGGESTED. BY ALFRED Munsos, THME
COMMODORE'S UNCLE.,

ABOUT 1899 vHE JONES FAMILY HOME-
STEADED oN PORGY KEY, IN 1912 ThEY
BUILT THEIR PRESENT COMFORTABLE HOME,
WHERE ARTHUR AND LANCELOT, EXPERT FI.
ING GUPDES, STILL LIYE ANO ENTERTAIN
FRIENDS WiTH THEIR FASCINATING STORI
Of THE OLD DAYS. EpuCaTED I8 ST AV
TINE; THEY HAVE EARNED MUCH RESPECT .
STUDENTS of FLORIDA HISTORY,

WiRTY MUNROS REGALLS THAT Parson
JONES MADE A TRIP TO PHIMARELPHIA A
NEW YORK JUST BEFORE THE END OF THE
BOOM, TC CALL ON SOME OF Hi3 MANY XX
THERN FRIEADS, INCLUDING THE PRocTor
OF SOAP FAME. . ON HIS RETURNy WIRTH

CHIM N DOWNTOWN MIAMI AND NATURALLY

IR L S P S



) ‘ . .
3 isxsa nam Mow HE'D zmaovza THE TRIPs

- "WELL," salp THE PARSON 1y HIS DEEP
voigE , "THE Paason BELONGS RIGHT HERE
* AT Cazsar’ $ Cazexo"

"Uz 2AD A LOT OF PRINCIPLES,” Jog
ALBL Y AND OTHERS WILYL TELL YOU, ''HE
 WAS VERY CONSCIENTIOUS," THEY REMEMBER

VISITING HIS HOME ON Poaay‘st.As CHILD=

‘REN, THE HOSPITALITY AND THE GLEAN; CLEAN

L FLOORSQ

o WWLN HENRY F&AG%ER PROPOSED TO EXTEND
#1353 FLORIDA East Coast aazuwav FROM MiaMl

: OYER THE KEYS TO KeEY WEST, HIS FRIENDS

" AND BANKERS CALIED 1T "FracLer®s Founy,"
BUT THE KEY SETTLERS WERE DELIGHTED WiTH
THE PROSPECT OF RAIL SHIPMENT FOR THEIR
PRODUCE, AS THE EXTENSION GREW 1M THE
EARLY' YEARS OF THIS CENTURY, 1T BROUGHT
NEW ACTIVITIES AND A NEW £RA TO THE KEYS.
CAMPS FOR WORKERS AND ENGINEERS WIRE
ESTABLISHED ALONG THE ROUTE CHARTERED BY
THE SURVEYORS, EVEM THOSE ISLAMDS NOT -
ON THE RAILROAD'S RIGHT=OF~WAY WERE Af=

ragfku\gxwggm,s;aAQVJcvaaoaacro}

, , SUPPL!ES FOR THZ CAMPS HAD TO BE

' BROUGHT BY WATER. ONE TRAGIC INCIDENT

' OCCURRED ON THE BAY SIDE OF ELLIOTT KEY.

.;;Tﬂr SAINT LUCIE;, A STERN-WHEELER, LOADED

© IWITH SUPPLIES FOR A CAMP, FOUNDERED AND
&ANK IN A TERRIFIC STORM ABOUT THREE

. QUARTERS OF A MILE NORTHWEST of BiLuy's

[ 'Po:nwu THAT WRSCKAGE EVENTUALLY BECAME

“© 0 A REFUGE: FOR GREEN AND LOGGERHEAD TURTLES.
B AND 1T EXIS?&Q\EﬁTIL YERY RECENT&?n

o In 1912, THE r:aav TRAIR, WiTH FLAG=
.. LER HIMSELF ABOARD, STEAMED fnvo Key WEsT,
- _AS THE ISLAND GROWERS BEGAN TO oo BUSla

- NESS WITH THE RﬁlLROAD, HOWEVER, fvmEy

" BECAME DISSATISFIED, = TMEY FOUND THAT
i THEY weai PAYING HIGHER FREIGHT RATES

: ' THAN FOREIGN SHIPPERS FROM THE WESTY

.- INDIES, WHO SENT THEIR CROPS BY BOAT To
- KEY WEST FOR SHIPMENT TO New Yor, THE -
" ISLAND PLANTERS, ESPECIALLY THOSE WiTH

- GROVES AND PLANTATIONS ON ELLIOTT KEY .

. AND Key LaARGO, BLAMED THE INTERSTATE
 CoMMERCE (COMMISSION FOR THIS UNJUST PRE=
 FERENTIAL FREIGHT RATE. THE KEY FARMERS

. “YSPECTED THAT THE [CC was TRYING TO

EEZE OUT soufﬂzaﬂ SHEPPERS BY REQUIR=

NG HIGHER FREIGHT RATES FOR TR&NSPOR?A-((

" TtoN wr7dl~ Ftoaxna,

- CREEK..

. BEVEN OﬁzslGﬂvaTHﬂT OPENED OFF THE
. T OMALN UPafAtﬂs HALLa
» 11 -

h ¥
LiME GROWERS ALONG THE KEYS RESENT-
ED THE S1GHT OF FRULT SHIPMENTS FROM
THE lare oF PInES AND SanTo DOMINGO ROLL~

ING THROUGH THEIR GROVES EN ROUTE TO NEW ;

York., PLANTATION OWNERS A, BatTes CurmRy
AND GEORGE SWEZTING WERE L£SS TROUBLED
8Y RAILROAD RATES BECAUSE THEY OWNED A
FLEET OF SHIPS WHICH CARRIED THEZIR PRO-
DYCE TO THE NORTHERN MARKETS. Many

KEY FARMERS, D{SCOURAGED &Y ANOTHER
OBSTACLET TO ANTICIPATEDR PROFITS UENT
OUT OF BYSINESS. '

“WITH THE COUING OF THE RAILROADS TO
FLORIDA, POPULATIONS [NCREASED AND THE
TIOE OF TOURISTS TRIGKLED SOUTHWARD,

THE PEDERAL GOVERAMENT BEGAN IMPROVING
?HE SAFETY OF THE COASTS VITH ADDITIONAL
LIGHTHOUSES, BLIOYS AND. MORE ACCURATE
CHARTS FOR THE SKIPPERS OF THE VESSELS.
SALVAGING SHIPS AND CREWS WAS NO LCNGgR

AN IMFORTANT OGCUPATIONe

Two OF THE LAST REMEMBERED WRECKS
of F ELL10TT KEY WERE THE ANNA M. BELL
anD thHg ALICIA, Tre ALICIA was A
GREAT STEEL SHIP STRANDED ON LoNG Regf,
ABOUT 2% MILES OFF SMORE, FtL&EDL )T
A RICH CARGO. ADNER SWEETING TELLS

_ THAT SOME PEOPLE SAID SHE HAD EVERY=
“THING ON HER, ;va soLoE&‘tmaass. o

Csaa FISHER. WMOBE IMAGINATEON ANO':‘ ’

 DYNAMIC ENERGY STARTED GREATING Mismt = *

EACH OUT OF A SWAMPY PENIRULA, ENVI=
SIONED A SPECTACULAR FUTURE FOR QUR - 7
#Exs In Daoe County. Co Wo Cnase, =

MR, FISHER'S CHIEF ADMINISTRATORy TOLD

US THAT THE GREAT DEYELOPER BOUGHT ADAMS

KEY IN 1917 AND STARTED FILLING IN THE

LOW PARTS. THE FOLLOWING YZAR FISHER ¢
STARTED CONSTRUGTION OF THE CocopoBo

Cay CLUBHOUSE, FACING SOUTH Ol CAEsar's

IT STARTED OPERATION IN THE
WINTER OF 1920, A UNIQUE HIDE=OUT FOR = %
MILLIONAIRES. {7 WAS ACCESSIBLE OnLY o
BY WATER. - PRESIDENT-ELECT HAROING

AND A GROUP OF #IS FRIENDS WERE ENTER=
TAINED PHERE. |TS GUEST BOOK EVENTUAL~"
LY LISTED SOME OF THE MCST mlS?tNﬁU!SHED
RAMES 1N THE COUNTRY, o e

Jane FISHER, CARL'S WIFE, MADE THE
FIRST DRAPEAIES POR THE BEDROOMSmeTHE

IN ONE OF HER ~ -,




4
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wspapaa @ogu na ?aa? wsraaAo TH

. RALsn FossZy?!s SGRAPBOOK, MR3. FISHER

T -MROTE, "ELLIOTT HEVasoWAS INHADITED MANY
YEARS AGO BUT WHEN THE B00M DAYS WERE
ONp - THE YCUNGER OMES OF THE COLONY 1=

© DUCED. THEIR ELDERS TO MOVE TO Miami,.
“BRIGHT LIGHTS AND FORTUNESq0030 THEY -

| ABANDONED THEIR h@wh enovgs, TMEIR HOMES
 AND "%Efﬂ OCVOO%noa

: Tn& CotoLozo Caw CLUB FLOURISHED
UNTIL THE Lg?g 19308, wHEN 1T WAS SOLD
~;,Tc ONE e? 178 HEMBERS, GaA WooD,
L DRy éuxw GIFFORD, WHOSE WRITINGS
””;JNTEREQTED 80 MANY PERSONS IN SOMTH
- .FLORIDA'S BEAUTY, HAD A LIME GROYS AND
o COTTAGE oM ELLIOTT Kiv. HE wRoTE oOF
. THE BEAUTIFVL, OFFSHORE SEA GARDENS. IT
- WAS DRo GIFFORUDE FiRM CONVICTION THAT
THESE SEA GARDENS, TOGETHER WITH THE
- "eLan szoa, CORAL. REEFS, SEa 15LANDS
“ WITH OTHER FORMS OF S84 LIFE,y BONSTle
“TUTE, Nax? 70 CLMIATE. OUR GREATEST
.~ RESOURCE."
‘ .IMPORTANT AND S&GN3$$€A&T TO U3 TOPAY.

cv Bots MR, Fssaaﬁ AND DR. GiFFORD EXe
_ PRESSED THEIR [OPES FOR THE FUTURE OF

© THESE KEYS. DR, Gsssann’s Tug Comar
TRAIL VOICED HIS HOPE FOR AN EVENTUAL
JRAlL

ROAD FROM SANDS KEv To KEY WEST, AND

. Mr. FISHER wROTE 1n 1936 THAT THE

- SCENIC HIGHWAY ALONG THE KEYS HAD BEEN
- NEEDED FOR 10 YEARS o ' /

v THE PRESENT ELLIOTT Ka? nzeﬁw

" wAS CLEARED #N 1930, KEADY FOR FUTURE

© EXPANSION, WALKING ALONG THE BULLDOZED
' RIGHT-OF=WAYy THREE OF souTh FLoRtoa's
CHAMPONS==Ro Vs WAT&QS; Fe¢ Wo CASON AND
Ps Hs ARTHURe=WERE CONFIDENT 1§ THEIR

| PREDICTION THAT SOME CAY THIS ROAD WOULD -

' BE A HIGHWAY SPANNING THE LENGIM OF THE
.1SLANO.,f7_» . S

D ANOTHER wsaxemo aeasgemr oF E&Lsorr
" Key was Jeo ARTHUR PANGCOAST OF Miasd

. . BeACHe HE MOVED AN OLD BUS TO THE KE¥
 OCEAN FRONT, HAD !7S WHEELS REMOVED AND
CONVERTED 1T INTO A CaBana. HE ALSO ,
: BUILT THE FIRST PERMANEMT DOCR ON THE -
- BAY SIDE WITH-ROCK FikLj 1T WAS S0 DE~

. SIGNED IN RELATION TO THE SHORELINE

: BOATSq 2;ftVA;,

HIS SINCERE WORDS SEEM MORE

 JE3 OLD, SUNK ON THE REEFS NEAR ErnLioT

 JSH CANNMON. THE FASCINATING STORY OF
| AZINE.OF Decewsep 9, -

LAND AND ONM I TS RIGHT, MARE GLAGIA-
© ISLANDIA WAS JDENTIFLED wiTH THE ULTD

- AND PERHAPS THE EMD OF THE EARTH. -

“THAT T FORMED A guna? aaaaon FoR ais .
| - 12 -

i

2

Azwst INTERESTED N s&ow'ue FRUITS,
MR. PANCOAST REALTIVATED SEYERAL LIME
GROVES OM ELLIOTT KEY, GREW PAPAYAS AND
PINEAPPLEDS, AND EXPERIMENTED IN GRAFC
CULTUREs FROM THE ARBOR OF ARTHUR AND.
LANCELOY JONES HE HAD OBTAINED CGRAFPE
CUTTINGS, WHICH HE DEVELOPED INTD F?Oa
DHCERS OF PRENCMENAL 10<POUND BUNOHES
THEY WERE A KEY WEST VARIETY, TASTY
AND SOLID,; BUT BECAUSE OF THEIR D{FFER~
ENT PROGESS OF RiPENING TLE? WERE 40T
MARKETARLE o

. MR PAmeoAST*s INTERESTING SONTRIw
BUTION TO THE FAUNA OF ELLIOTT KEv wAS
THE [NTRODUWCTION OF BLACK SQULIRRELS
WHICH HE NAD IMPORTED FROM MEXICO.
ORIGIRALLY HE HAD INTENDED THEM FOR
#is Panyitra FARMS, TOGEVHER WITH SPE-
CLES O RED ANC GRAY MENICAN SQUIRRELS.
THE REDS AND GRAYS THRIVED AT THE FARM,
BUT HE SENT THE SLACK OMES TO ELLIOTT
Keya THE KEY'S MARINE CLIMATE AND SAL™
AIR AGREED WiTH THE SQUIRRZILSS THEY? My
1PLEED HAPPILY AND TO THIS DAY THEY AR’
LIVELY LITILE SHADOWS AMONG THE YREZES.

1 ToE vEAR 1930 CHaRLES BROCKF|EL
AND WADE STILES DISCOVERED THE Brivise
FRIGATE WINCHESTER, ABOUT TWO CENTUR=

Kets WiTH THE 43D OF COMMODORE HucH

MaTtiEscn oF CogonuT GROVE, THEY OUTFIT
TED AN EXPEDITION WHOSE DIVERS REGOVER
AM HISTCR1C COLLECTION OF A&C&KNT ERYT

THIS DISOOVERY AND RECOYERY FROM THE
SEA WAS THE SUBJECT OF AN JLLUSTRATED
ARTICLE IN THE NATYONAL GEOGSA?H!C Mac

N
A map rrom Veaus {Auaus Magnes Ca:
7a MaRiNA, 1530) snows ISLANDIA as lc.

THULE OF THE ANCIENTS, AND WMEANS A GC.




