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High mercury levels found in .panther 
. OCTOBER 26. 1989 . · · 

ByEIUott.Joaes • Tests showed amounts 1'1111- "'We eu't _say _that Is what 
FLORIDA TODAY IDI from t8 to UO parts per caued her death, .. Obertleu said. 

• . milUon. or far ill excess of levels But be added that because there 
Discovery of a potatlally tbat are lethal for bumiDS. Adult . ~ 10 feW panthers,. state and 

lethal amount of mercury ill a pantbernrelp_ be~een 80 Jo lJCL ...federal offtdals are· hurriedly 
dead Florida panther Is prompt. ··$)0Uads. J\ study ola-c:ommWaity .. testiDJ preserved remains of 10 
Ina a round of testiDI to see it the of Japanese llbtrmell ID 1t:l8 other pantblrs from soutb Flor-

. problem is widespread. .... ·; .. lbowecllbat they were dylaa of -~.Jesqltsare.upectedin tbree __ _ 
~- · Panthers are one of Florida's · ·amounts ran11a1 from 2 co 70 . weeks. 

most endangered animal& nere parts per mJIUoa. Oberbeu said. "'What llappens. to panthers 
are only 30 to 50 wild panthers The llshermea were eadna · could be a lipal tor what Is 
ren-.ain!ng to w.atb Florida and mercury-contaminated fish. bappaiDJ to other creatures: 
they bave an extremely low Their pet eats allo were nearly Oberbeu said. 
reproductive rate. exterminated by the problem. · Mercury also Is beina round In 

. In Ausust, one female panther In Florida, there Is concem Iarae-moutb bass In the. Upper Sl 
died of undetenninecl causes In lbat mercury miJbt be passln& Job.ns River aad otber paru of 
EverJlades Natioaat Park. Test- tbroup the JDod cbaia - stan- Florida. On Tuesday the state 
ina recently uncovered toxtc Ina with1 ftsb -aDd beiDa picked l>epvtment of Health and lteh• 
levels of ~ercury ln the pantb- up by putbel'l. Mercury be- bWtaUve Services cauUonecl ftsll-

, er's Uver, siid Jobn Oberbeu with comes conceatrated farther up erma to Umit consumption of 
·' lbe U.S. Flsb and WUdUre ServiCe .tbe food chain ud pulbers are a blss from the Upper Sl Johns, 
. In AUanta. top predator. wblcb Includes Brevard Couuty. 

M E I. C U Jl !': "IB FLORIDA, HIJBICIPAL IBCI'RERATOJlS APPAREllr.LY AilE THE LAltGEST SOURCE 'OF 
MERCURY POLLUTION, annually spewing an estimated 20;582 pounds of mercury vapor into the 
air. There are five such incinerators. operated by Dade, Hillsborough, Pinellas and Bay 
counties. plus the city of Tampa. All the plants have pollution control devices called 
'electrostatic precipitators' that are designed to collect ash particles but have no 
effect on gases such as mercury vapor. The state does not routinely monitor those 
plants for mercury emissions. But a DEl. official said tests on one of three incinera­
tors in the Pinellas unit indicated 0. 31 of- a-pound of mercury vas escaping into the a-ir 
each hour of operation. That incinerator burned 1,000 tons of waste daily. Based on 
that rate. the Pinellasunit.-·which is burning atotal of 2,427.tons of -refuse daily­
emits 6,598 pounds of mercury each year. Assuming similar hourly rates for the other 
facilities. taking into account the volumes of waste that each burns, these estimates of 
.annual mercury pollution can be calculated: Dade County, 6,789 pounds; Hillsborough 
County~ 2,987 pounds; Tampa, 2,715 pounds; and Bay County (Panama City), 1,493 pounds ••• 
Incinerator operators are not required to remove products containing mercury before 
burning them, but Buck Owen, assistant.director of the DEl.'s air resources division. 
said recent legislation will require the plants to recycle a percentage of products 
containing mercury. Own also said five new incinerators being built Will remove such 
items before burning and will have more sophisticated pollution-control devices, called 
'dry scrubbers.' They •Y be more effective in limiting mercury uaissions. Some tests 
estimate dry scrubbers can remove 70% of the mercury. But there are ·indications the 
devices may not be as effective as backers claim• 'A couple -of facilities in California 
have dryscrubbers ••• and instead of collecting 70% of the mercury, the collection rate· 
is dropping off to zero,' said Ray MOrrison, mercury project officer-in the EPA's 
Atlanta office." The Orlando Sentinel, June 25, 1989. __ __:_ __ ~----~-'--
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