
l"torJaa pantnl:'r 
F clis concolor coryi 
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1, Protect/Mouitorlfi:nhance Existing South Florida l'anthE'r J>opulatiou. Assochtt4'd 
Habitats. and Prey Resource~>. 

l.l Pr·oted:lmor.itot·/enhanc~ exil;ting panther popuhttjor.. ~"-!though !here are ti·equent 
reports of Flonda panthers from many areas of the species' historic range, the only 
confirmed surnving population is in south Florida. The survival of the Florida panther 
depends upon the continued existence of this population. 

1.1, l Continue/npand h1vestig~rtions imd monitming of pantlwr popul:ttion. 
It 1s ess;;.mlial that momtoring of the extant population <.:ontinue <md expand. ln 
order to accomphsb thts task an Interagencv Backup Capture Team should be 
established This capture team willlw ahle concentrate on altemative caoture 
m~thod:> and captme of tmcollared animds outside tl1e core populatio;I are,L 

.1.1.1.1 Continue/expand population demographic investigations. 
L 1.1.1.1 Continue current acth,ities and e'\:pand to an•as 
nmih of Caloosahatchec Rivt•r. D<;Jnnis, can ;·ou more 
on ibis'? 
l.LL1.1 Strive to achie,,e acceptable satellite/(;ps tracking 
capability. Continue to investigate tl1e use of savdlite tracking 
eqlllpment. ThiS type of efJUtprnent would better enable u!lto 
det.er:rninc how panther:: move tl1n'ugh the laml:>r::ape 
gaU1.ering data at night when tl1e murnals me most active. 

1.1.1.2 ( :ontinue population health investigations. This task is 
essenlial when deterrn!ning the ~UGC:\~:>.s of the gtneiic n~stnrntion 
program as well as momtoring general populallon healUL It should be 
conlmued and expanded as needed. 
1.1.1.3 Continu<;/expand popul:dion genetic ii1Vt1stigations. This 1:1 a 
H.'4Ullemem fm mumta11ung, ~cientliic contlul overt.he population 
genetms of the Flonda panther, and w1lJ be e!lsential when determinmg 
where reestablished population stock will come from 
1.1.1.4 Define use patterns in mosak landscapes. lu order iO identif).· 
conflictmg and compatible land use changes. we must first understand 
how panthers move t~Jrough and use landscapes kept in a mosaic 0f 
n~:ttr:.:~(\ iigriclrlhlr(::") (llld re::;ldcntial/conuTlercial dt.!veJopa;_~'li:_. 

1.1.2 Identify and minimize causes of panther injury and mortality. In a 
small population such as the Florida panther. any additional mot1ality could be 
catastrophic. Mimmizing hrunan-related cause::; of mortaiity is an impottant 
ISSUe. 

1.1.2.1 Addr(·ss highway risks. Wildlife crossings that benefit the 
1 ' · l' 1 . 1· . ,, I ·g1 pt-:JltaeJ oet.;n 111sta .lt:ll vn lL-;<LJ'x· roa~,- \·rays 111 :Jf~d~:o. en 1r:.- 1 

deus1tv panther use or areas with a lug;b incidence ot road mort.al1ties. As 
additional areas of concern ar<" irlentifi,~(L th(':;e measun:;; '~ht"lld be 
implemented. Likewise, iJdditional design optionz1 should be mvestigakd 
in order to 1den1Itv !he most cost ed1e~ent type of structure that wJJdl!te 
will utilize. 
1.1.2.2 Continul' monitoring mcrcUI1' aud otlu:r a•nvironmental 
contaminants in panthers and take appropriate action. Mercurv 
investigations should continue. Although only one mortality vta.'> likely 
attributable to mcrcwy toxicity, olh.:r dala on the in 



:;outh Florida are BV?.ilahle 
1.1.2.3 Adda·css othea· threats. Deunis/.\ndy, ('aJl you expand 

1.1.3 1\llanage existin~ panthe1· population. The 1mplernent.a1on ofthu genettc 
rt>stc>nJtion program and the continumg loss of habitat has resulted m the need to 
actively ma:nage the extant panther population. Management, pnmanly, \vill be 
t}uough contmued monitonng and tnmslocations of individuals. 

1.1.3.1 TransJocatt- panthers as appropriate to address dcmogt·aphic 
needs and acbieYe better utilization of .rvailublc habitat. ln vrder to 
manage the extstJng populatiOn genettcs. expand the l:lXIstmg range. and 
provide stock tor population ree:~tablishmenr lrarmlocatwn ,,f 
subadult ammals may be necessmy. A protocol i\x 1Tanslo.::ulJons 
developed and presented to the FPJC for considerauon. 

1.1.3.1.1 Monitor translocation efforts. Any translocation 
prOJIXl will have tu be morutored to det.enninc 1f tllc 
expected results are adneved Molnloriug wou!d mclud.:. 
telcmetrv, health exammations, and radio-1nstmmen1ation of any 
oll:Spnng produced m a translocation project The re:mlts of 
these monitoring endeavors would indicate 1f changes m the 
accepted protocol were necessary. 

1.2 Pt·oted/monitor/cnhance panther habitat in south !<,lorida. The Ill''P will provtde 
!UUdance tor tJ1is recovery task. 

1.2.1 n~nlop :md impJt'mf'nf a panther habitat presen·afion «frategy and 
monitoring pn)gram. This task should integrate the HJ>P into a GIS system m 
order to analyze how the landscape and Pnority 1 and 2 lands have changed since 
1993. This project shou!rl result in revision of the HPP as appropriate. 
1.2.2 Pr·esene panther habitat. Habitat Joss, degtadatlvn, &hi lu.,s of 
cmmectivtty continue to be I he maior linntin~ tactor m pau1ller ret:overy. i'<<ltn<e 

vegetative commnnit.ie!; neerl tr' be ;n order f'-:1r tbe ext;mr popul<tticm to 
~urvwe. 

i..&.2.J Emphasize cooper-ative habitat preservation pro~•·ams with 
landowners. 'I11is pror;ram should involve perpetual conservation 
easement:>, cooperativt' agreements, mcmagenH.:nt ilJ J-'<lTtl><.:J 
in wildiife of Farm BilL and other Hk<:Uls a:> appropnar.e 01 <lVa11able by 
county. In addition. a compen::;ate program aimed at encouragmg private 
landovvners to maintain panLher habi1at or important corridors on their 
lauds should be d<:!veloped. 
1.2.2.2 Continue to acquire additional lands. Ll'lnd ~cquisition C;:Jn 
involve tee :>imple and rhnn tltk means. Andy, ':an you 
here? 

1.2.3 .f:nhance/managl' panther habitat. 
1.2.3.1 Continue ••ITorls tn develop/identify efl'ectin habitat 
nlamtgement techniques. Etlixts to increase prey ba':le and restore 
habitat to better serve the panthers life history needs should be eontinued. 
1.2.3.2 Continue to implement management actions on public lands. 
h1bhc lands m south Florida constlluie the largest contiguous hlock oi 
lm1d protecterl frorn ckvelopmental or agricultural pressures. These lands 
::;hould be managed to optimize ecosystem fnnctions and better lx·ndit 
the Flonda panther. 

1.2.3.'2.1 Manage bahital fo enham·t• conditions fm· panthers. 
Fire management, r;,;moval ;:_,f fhmse stands of exotic v~~getation 



that ;1tl<mis minimmn ">1ht' !<~ wildlif~ ::pccics. ,md ')t),er :1ction::: 
~l~' dppropmtte sbot1ld b,, implc>me:1t.:cL 
1.2.3.2.2 Manage public use activities to minimize panther 
disturbance. hm·agsmcnt and competition for prey ~·esnm·ceo;. 
Although G<JLa in tho literature 1s sparse, human d1st.urbance 
through recreation and huntmg may disrupt nomwl paniJwr 
movements Tbi~ t0nn of disturbance neerls to be mimm1zerl. 
partiL;ular1y cl~.1rit1g th~ ch~nning seasor1 

1.2.3.3 Es.taM\sh hab\tat manag4.'m4.'-nt llarl\\4.'\"s.hip~; YJ\th l\t"\vat4.' 
landowners. Tn arlditicm to the preservation mechanisms identified in 
12.2.1, cooperation, technical assistance, and ii.mdmg sourc..:s for 
management need to be developed. 
1.2.3.4 Maintain/reestablish important habitat linka~eo; Tht~ tr1<1l;· i~ 

0S~.:Illii:tl i:l ;.ii.llllldlJllllg dUd t;;:·'-p<mdiug tlw prcs~llt ]JdliLb .. :r l"··pulation in 
:)outh Fionch; d.nd will c~l;;o be c:>:::cnuai m the populatmn recstablmlunent 
:~1i r::~ 

1.3 Protect/monitor/enhance prey resources. Identify areas where prey may be a 
lirmting factor to panthers and develop prop;rams to enl1ance Lhe prev ba~e in these 
locat.ions. 

1..3.1 On public lands. Establish prey Jtnsity bai>dt:Je:; i\_·,1 ucv1'1 <].l:c1u;;cd Lmd,-: 
to 1den111y th~· eilc<..:t;; maue~geJll0Lil acltolts J tdve on pn~v spc<..:Je::>. 

LS.2 On private lands. Obtain p1ey ucns1ty ctata from lfFC .. \Vbere available 
and il!corporate tl1is information into 1.2.1 in order to assess the cffectB mus:ilt.: 
land u:;es h;:lVe on pn~y densities and use pattems. 

Objcdhc 2. Takl' Actions to Addi"Css Population Uea!tlt 
2.1 Continue implementation/monitoring of ~enetic restoration pro~p!m. Follow the 
guidehne~ m the approved ""UenetJc Restoration J>hm ... , Monitoring ofthi!-1 pre~~m1 
includes radio-i.11sbumentation of all progeny produced by- fcmak T"-'Xdc· c,,ug,:: ,, ;~d 
Florida panthers. 

2.1.1 ldE'ntify ~md impl!.'ment actions to ~lid in maintainin~ sdentifk control. 
H<hhu- H1:>tr.mtentation of progen:;,' is t\isentir.ll lll this progralll. LJb:J\\·is-:., 
elrminating the possibility ofrmJlc progeny backcrossing with iemak Texa:< 
cougars is paramount. A protocol to address thi~ issne needs to be de'.'i~lc'l'"'~ 
This protocol should identify mak g •. metic restoration progeny, where they wcr\~ 
bom .. when they are collmed .. when tlHN ruav reach breecilng ap:e, as welt as meas 
1hey may be transloe<1ted to TnwJslr)(;ations of these amm:-11~ shcmld t(,l]cwr thp 

protocol developed til 1 .1 3.1 ,\n :ma l;.·o.::<;< nf tb.:· n,~,·d L-, "'inPt:·,,:;, 1.~,,·-i . ,,,,,.,,,,g 
should alsu include the opuun oi' 1 ..:movulf. ihe "1 exas cuu_j.i;al. 

2.2 Continue to implement actions to address other pnpulatioD health conc('rns, i.e. 
immunize, etc. The GFC currently immunizes ali cats captured for ?7777 This program 
should contmue. lt1 add1tton. whe11 cdls are captured f()r lecoJlanug, then JJt'aiilt 1;-; 

a:.::scs'>ed and recommenrl<ItJons or1 any course of action to l,e nnde,taken are mnrle. this 
portiu11 ofthc biological invesl1gation program c:hould comntuc 
2.3 1\tlana~e/utilize captive popu]ation as appa·opriate to enhance population health. 
The captive popul<1ti0n !>hould be used to enhance' thc he<Jlth ofthe w1ld pop11lat1on. 
\Vllt'.J~ po::~:ilLk·_ 'i'i1is lllay iJ1V\!]-,:~~- .i!nplcnll._'llLtti,;Jj ,:rCl~.e l~ap1!VL' ;_dcc.: . .Jing i)rog~-CllH tG 

prov1de ;-;tock for pupulat.wn rc..::.-;ldbhslim0ut srl.es. J he protocol lor captive piopagc-HJon 
c;hould be n'V1•~wect ami rev1sed as necessary. The revtsed protocol should be presen1ed 
lu Lhc FPIC for considu ation. 


