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rees were spaced about 30 feet apart so each tree took up 900 square feet. This suggests there 

would have been about 50 permanent trees per acre. With about 200 acres of orchards, the Cones might have 

planted 10,000 permanent trees. Bob Cherry, National Park Service, personal communication, September 14, 

2013.
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As the nation’s prinicpal conservation agency, the 
Department of the Interior has responsibility for 
most of our nationally owned public lands and 
natural resources. This includes fostering sound 
use of our land and water resources; protecting 
our fi sh, wildlife, and biological diversity; preserv-
ing the environmental and cultural values of our 
national parks and historical places; and provid-
ing for the enjoyment of life through outdoor 
recreation. The department assesses our energy 
and mineral resources and works to ensure that 
their development is in the best interests of all our 
people by encouraging stewardship and citizen 
participation in their care. The department also has 
a major responsibility for American Indian reserva-
tion communities and for people who live in island 
territories under U. S. administration.
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