
K e y 
Characteristics

Sonchus asper
Asteraceae

Spiny sow thistle

Annual, sometimes biennial, 10-150 
cm tall, erect, herbaceous, generally 
hairless, from a stout taproot. 

Yellow strap-shaped and dande-
lion-like flowers, 1.5-2.5 cm wide, 
solitary or in small corymbose 
terminal clusters of 2-7. Bracts in 
several unequal series, the outer 
ones shorter than the inner. Bloom 
February-August.

Central stem somewhat succulent, 
stout, hairless, the lateral stems 
erect to ascending.  Stem secretes a 
milky sap when cut.

Alternate, oblong to ovate, 5-30 
cm long. Leaves clasp the stem, are 
lobed, rounded at the base (round-
ed auricles) and have spiny toothed 
margins. Lower leaves slightly to 
deeply lobed.  

SOAS
H M L

i m p a c t  r i s k  l e v e l

Oval ribbed achenes (3-5 on each 
face) 2-3 mm long.  Soft, slender 
pappus 6-9 mm long.  
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Ecology & 
Di s t r i b u t i o n

The closely related species, S. olera-
ceus L. (annual sow thistle) differs 
primarily by having deeply lobed 
leaves, leaf bases that are acute and 
lack the spiny-toothed laef margins. 

Sonchus asper and S. oleraceus occur 
on  disturbed sites such as waste 
areas,  roadsides, open sites in grass-
lands, desert washes and abandoned 
fields. 
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Ecotypes Invaded:
Desertlands,  grasslands,  non-riparian wetlands,  r iparian areas,  woodlands 
& montane forests . 

Elevat ion:
150-8000 feet
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Suitable habitat based on the Arizona 
Wildlands Invasive Plant Working Group 
(AZ-WIPWG) assessment.  Green = suitable 
habitat; White = unsuitable habitat; Gray = 
unknown.  Based on Brown, Lowe & Pase 
(1980) vegetation communities.

SUITABLE HABITAT


