
National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

Northern Great Plains Network
Inventory & Monitoring Program

 
February 2015FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE!  http://science.nature.nps.gov/im/units/ngpn/

aGATE fOSSIL bEDS National mONUMENT 
2014 Resource Brief

Above:The 2014 State of the Birds 
Report listed the Lark Bunting as a 
Common Bird in Steep Decline. This 
decline is due in part to conversion 
of native prairie to cropland, urban-
ization, and oil and gas extraction. 
Photo Credit: Dan Licht, NPS

Landbird monitoring
Three species that were initially listed as 
Unconfirmed in NPSpecies were con-
firmed as Present in the Park: Brewer’s 
Sparrow, Black-billed Cuckoo, and Bell’s 
Vireo.  In addition, the American Wigeon 
was also a new species recorded in 2014.  
These four species are considered Species 
of Importance by Partners in Flight and/or 
the state of Nebraska (page2).

Another Species of Importance is the Lark 
Bunting.  According to the North Ameri-
can Breeding Bird Survey, its population 
declined by 89 percent between 1966 and 
2010 .  This decline was due in part to 
conversion of native prairie to cropland, 
urbanization, and oil and gas extraction.  

Lark Bunting numbers were much higher 
at Agate Fossil Beds NM in 2014 than 2013 
(page2).  Due to fluctuations in precipita-
tion and food availability, Lark Buntings 
tend to be nomadic and populations may 
increase in one location while decreasing 
in others.

Overview: Agate Fossil Beds National 
Monument consists of 3,000 acres of 
mixed grass prairie and a broad floodplain 
of the Niobrara River that has created a 
riparian area for water-loving plants and 
wetland birds. 

The Northern Great Plains Inventory and 
Monitoring Network assisted with the de-
velopment of a long-term bird monitoring 
protocol jointly with Rocky Mountain Bird 
Observatory (RMBO). The 2014 breeding 
season was the second year of bird surveys 
at Agate Fossil Beds NM.

RMBO surveyed 82 points in June 2014. A 
total of 1,258 birds representing 40 species 
were recorded. 

Highlights: The Red-winged Blackbird had 
the highest detection in the park with 22% 
of the species composition. Other com-
mon species included the Western Mead-
owlark (19%), Lark Bunting (11%), and 
Mourning Dove ( 9%) . 

Right: Point locations surveyed 
during the 2014 field season.

http://science.nature.nps.gov/im/units/ngpn/


National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

Northern Great Plains Network
Inventory & Monitoring Program

 

Northern Great Plains Network
231 East St. Joseph Street 
Rapid City, SD  57701
http://science.nature.nps.gov/im/units/ngpn/

Network Parks:  Agate Fossil Beds NM • Badlands NP • Devils Tower NM • Fort Laramie NHS • Fort Union Trading 
Post NHS • Jewel Cave NM • Knife River Indian Villages NHS • Missouri NRR • Mount Rushmore NMEM • Niobrara 
NSR • Scotts Bluff NM • Theodore Roosevelt NP • Wind Cave NP

February 2015

Protocol Contact: 
Marcia_Wilson@nps.gov 
General Ecologist 
605-341-2803

Common Name 2013 2014 Common Name 2013 2014

American Bittern 1 0 House Wren 2 7

American Crow 0 5 Killdeer 22 30

American Goldfinch 29 12 Lark Bunting 18 139

American Robin 2 6 Lark Sparrow 34 27

American Wigeon* 0 1 Long-billed Curlew 1 0

Bank Swallow 7 0 Mallard 17 12

Barn Swallow 6 11 Mourning Dove 59 114

Bell's Vireo 0 1 Northern Flicker 8 4

Black-billed Cuckoo 0 1 Northern Rough-winged Swallow 13 0

Blue Grosbeak 5 0 Northern Shoveler 0 1

Blue Jay 1 0 Red-breasted Nuthatch 1 0

Blue-winged Teal 0 1 Red-headed Woodpecker 3 0

Bobolink 0 1 Red-tailed Hawk 4 2

Brewer's Sparrow 0 1 Red-winged Blackbird 155 276

Brown Thrasher 5 4 Rock Pigeon 5 1

Brown-headed Cowbird 56 69 Rock Wren 31 35

Bullock's Oriole 2 0 Sandhill Crane 1 0

Canada Goose 3 0 Say's Phoebe 18 12

Cliff Swallow 18 71 Song Sparrow 1 0

Common Grackle 16 0 Townsend's Solitaire 0 1

Common Nighthawk 15 8 Turkey Vulture 0 1

Common Yellowthroat 24 46 Upland Sandpiper 12 10

Cooper's Hawk 0 1 Violet-green Swallow 3 0

Dickcissel 12 0 Warbling Vireo 1 0

Eastern Kingbird 12 6 Western Kingbird 15 6

Eurasian Collared-Dove 18 0 Western Meadowlark 156 243

European Starling 5 0 Western Wood-Pewee 4 0

Grasshopper Sparrow 50 33 Wilson's Phalarope 3 0

Great Blue Heron 6 3 Wilson's Snipe 22 26

Great Horned Owl 1 0 Wood Duck 7 0

Horned Lark 48 20 Yellow Warbler 8 10

House Finch 5 0

Bird species detected at Agate Fossil Beds Nm

* New Species for Park
*Species of Importance: 
Determined by Partners in
Flight priority species list and
State of Nebraska priority list.

*Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory. 2014.  The Rocky Mountain Avian Data Center. { web app}. Brighton, CO. http://adc.	
  rmbo.org. (Accessed December 4, 2014).
 	

http://science.nature.nps.gov/im/units/ngpn/

	_GoBack

