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A Trip up THE SoutH SNAKE RIVER IN 1863.

In August, 1863, I was at Virginia City (then called Va-
rina, after Jeft' Davis’ wife), engaged, as were thousands of
others, in hunting for gold, and like many others, unsuc-
cessfully. I had already been on “ stampedes ” in various
directions, which had led to nothing, when I heard that a
party were assembling somewhere on the Beaverhead river,
for the purpose of ascending the South branch of Snake
river to its head. One of the men had been part of the way
up, and described it as a gold country.

I had always thought that there must be deposits of
gold on the Upper Snake river, as I knew that the « color”
had been found below; and as the country was unknown,
distant, and dangerous, it possessed all the elements which
combine, in the eye of a frontiersman, “to lend enchant-
ment to the view.” I therefore resolved to go.

I was pretty well fixed for such a trip. I had two
good horses, enough provisions to last for about forty days,
good arms, and about ten dollars in gold dust. I had a
partner, who had come up with me from Walla Walla, the
year previous. We had brought up a pack-train loaded
with flour, to Bannack, and, during our absence in the Bit-
ter Root, had been swindled out of the proceeds by an old

fellow living there, to whom we had intrusted it, and who

was afterward shot by some man on whom he had practiced

his tricks, and who very modestly never made himself
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auctioneer at Bannack. The guide of the party was Hil-
lerman, usually known as the ¢ Great American Pie-biter,”
and who was afterward banished by the Vigilants, for sup-
posed complicity in the murder of the German, for which
George Ives was hung.

He said that he had been part of the way up the South
Snake, with another man; that the other man had acci-
dentally shot himself, and died, and that he returned ; that
the « color” could be found almost everywhere, and he be-
lieved that there was plenty of gold above.

There were about twenty-seven men present, almost all
of whom had but recently arrived from Colorado and Cali-
fornia, and were totally ignorant of the country where we
were going. The only information any of us had (except
Hillerman) was derived from a small map which I had
brought with me from Walla Walla, and which gave some
idea of the headwaters of the Snake, Madison, and Yellow-
stone, as far as then known, but was very incorrect in
many particulars, as was afterward found out.

On the 7Tth, a meeting was held, at which I was elected .

captain, being nominated to that dignity by Moore, and
utterly unknown to anybody else. In these kinds of elec-

-tions, as in politics, it is frequently a great point in your

favor that no one knows anything about you. It was also
resolved at the same meeting that we should commence our
journéy the next day.

August 8th, we made a start and went up Blacktail
Deer creek, over a nearly level country, to its head, where
we camped. Here we were joined by another party, headed
by Major Brookie and J udge' Lewis, which raised our num-
ber to forty-two. We also commenced setting a guard to-
night, which was thenceforward continued, until we re-
turned to Virginia City.
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known. He was evidently one of those who “do good by
stealth, and blush to find it fame.”

My partner was now in the Deer Lodge valley, engaged
in building a “shanty,” in a place where no one would ever
go, where he expected to keep a hotel, if he could find any
one to trust him for the “grub.” I sent him my blessing,
as the only remittance I could make, and the earnest re-
quest to take care of himself, which he did, I have no
doubt, solely on my account.

I left Virginia City on the 8d of August, and camped
that evening on Ramshorn Gulch, where I found Pete
Daly, who had just put up a little cabin, and was living
there with his wife and two step-daughters. He has been
there ever since, I believe.

The next day I went over to the Beaverhead river. I
was alone, and met with only one incident worth noticing.
As my pack-horse, who was an independent animal, and
had notions of his own, declined being driven, I was com-
pelled to drag him, and, for that purpose, had taken a hitch
with the lariat around the horn of the saddle. The pack be-
coming disarranged, I dismounted to fix it, and while doing
this, my riding-horse commenced capering around, and in
some way got the rope across the lock of the gun, and
caused it to go off directly toward me, the ball passing just
over my head. There is always some consolation in the
worst misfortunes, however, and when I got over my scare,
I felt very thankful that he had not fired the other barrel
at me, which was loaded with buckshot.

On the 6th, I, with several others whom I had joined
on the road, came up,with the main party, which was
camped on the Beaverhead river, near the mouth of Black-
tail Deer creek. There were only two men whom I knew.
One was a young man named Moore, who had been an
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On the 9th, we crossed the divide to Red Rock creek,
and, on the 10th, made a long march to Dry creek, in con-
sequence of the grass having been burnt on the greater part
of the day’s march. One of the men killed a porcupine,
which is the only one I have ever seen in this country.

On the 11th, we met some wagons going to Virginia
City from Salt Lake, with flour, bacon, etc., and some of
the men purchased a few stores from them.

On the 12th, we reached Camas creek, early in the day,
and camped, as the grass was good and water plenty, to rest
our animals, and let them have a good feed. .

For several days past, the country had been scant of
both, and burnt over in many places. We had now entered
the basaltic formation which characterizes Snake river, and’
extends all the way to its mouth. The country, since leav-
ing the divide, had been of an uninteresting character, and
is now well known. We had been for the last three days

traveling on the Salt Lake road. ‘

August 18th, we resumed our journey, and, passing
Market Lake, soon arrived at the main Snake river,
and ascended it toward the Forks, which were repre-
gented to be about fifteen miles distant. ‘We camped on
the river, where there was good feed. During the day we

met with a small band of Snake Indians, among whom I

recognized “ Baby,” a young Indian who had been brought

up by Bob Dempsey, and whom I had seen with him at

Bannack. e had on a cavalry saber; of which he seemed

to be very proud.

On the 14th, early in the day, we reached the two vol-
canig buttes, which stand at the junction of the North and
South forks, and, going to the north of them, forded the
North fork (which we found quite wide and deep), and

camped on a large island at the mouth of a stream coming

o
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in from the east, and which is now called Moody creek, on
Dr. Hayden’s map. One of our men, named Kelly, had
strayed off by himself, and as we found a band of Indians
at the Forks, we were unwillirg to leave him behind. As
soon as we camped, men were detailed to hunt for him.
He was finally discovered several miles below, and brought
to camp late in the day.

The Indians were Snakes, who had been up the North
fork hunting and fishing, and had only recently come down.
They had their women and children with them, and were
apparently very friendly. The squaws were digging roots
which resembled small potatoes. They seemed to have but
few arms or horses, and to be very poor. They were
camped some distance above us, and some of the men came
to us during the day, and tried to trade for ammunition
and tobacco, but with poor success. It was funny, on this
oceasion, to see and hear the expedients resorted to by both
parties to make themselves intelligible to each other. Some
tried broken Spanish and Indian words which they had
picked up in California and Colorado, and some invented a
sign language, which was a brilliant effort of ingenuity,
but utterly incomprehensible to our copper-colored friends.
At last, one of the men who had been absent returned, and
it was found that he could speak a few words of Snake, and
matters went much better. At dark, they were all ordered
out of camp, and sentries posted for the night. Some of
them wanted to rem'amin, but were told that we did not want
them to do so, and all finally retired. I was very anxious
to prevent any collision between the parties, as, if the In-
dians should become hostile, it would be in their power to
interrupt or prevent our journey. Some of the men who
had joined us on the march were bad characters. Among
them was Jack Gallagher, afterward executed by the Vigi-
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lants. These men, during the night, attempted to get up
a party to attack the Indians, and take their horses. They
met with no encouragement, however, from the others, who
were respectable men, and were compelled to desist.

As we were now, as it were, on the threshold of our
journey, and entering an unknown country, we resolved to
make but one march in the day, as a general rule, and to
camp early, so as to give time each day to look around at
the country and prospect. When appearances were very
favorable, we were to stop for one or more days, and make
more extended researches. This programme was substan-
tially adhered to throughout the expedition.

I made it a practice to keep a journal of each day’s
march, accompanied by rough sketches of the country. "I
had no instruments except a small pocket-compass, and as
I had to do my own packing and cooking, lead my pack-
horse, and generally direct the party during the march, my
opportunities for making any very accurate or extended obs
servations were very limited. There was not a telescope,
and hardly a watch, in the whole party.”

On the 15th, we ascended the right bank of the South
Snake river, our course being generally southeast, passing
through a narrow valley, and making about fifteen miles.
We camped on the river, in good grass. We passed a
group of hot springs to-day, being the point marked on Dr.
Hayden’s map as Camp Reunion. )

On the 16th, our journey was a very rough one, as we
had entered a basaltic cafion, where the trail passed over
many rough points of broken rock. At one place we had
to ford the river around one of these. Here I noticed con-
glomerate rock overlaid by basalt. After a toilsome march,

we finally camped near the mouth of a small stream with -

a thick undergrowth of willows on it. There was no tim-
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ber of any size on the river, which was about one hundred
yards wide, and very crooked and swift. We seemed to be
in a limestone formation here, which above, on the stream,
changed to basalt.

On the 17th and 18th, we traveled about twenty miles,
over a very rough basaltic country, camping in small val-
leys on the river. We could see very little of the surround-
ing country, on account of a dense haze or smoke, such as
is often found in this region at this season of the year.

On the 19th, we entered a large valley, mostly covered
with sage-bush, and extending along the river. On the op-
posite side, we could see a large valley, supposed to be that
of Salt river; but nothing could be made out distinctly, on
account of the smoke. 'We were now apparently in a white
limestone formation, extending far to the northward.
Shortly before camping we had passed hot springs on both
sides of the river. Our course this day had been easterly,
and we could see that the river was beginning to turn to
the north.

On the 20th, after going about four miles, we came to
the lower end of the cafion of the South Snake, and changed
our course from east to northeast and north. We now
commenced traveling up the cafion by a trail, about one
hundred feet above the river, which was very narrow and
difficult, and had apparently been very little used for a
number of years. The other side seemed to be impassable.
The rocks came stéeply down to the river on both sides.
It was full of rapids, and very swift. This is what1s called
« Mad river” in Irving’s “Astoria,” and is the place where
the Canadians had a hard time in going over in 1812 or
1818. Tt is not near as bad, however, as many parts of Sal-
mon river, which were passed by the-boats of the Northern
Pacific Railroad survey, in 1872.
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‘We went through the cafion with much difficulty, lead-
ing our horses, and moving slowly. One of the pack-
animals and a horse fell off, and were severely hurt. We
made about eight miles, and camped in a very poor place,
but got through the most of the cafion by dark.

‘We made a late start on the 21st, as we had to get in
the horse and mule which had been hurt, and we made a rule
to leave no stragglers behind without looking after them.

We were in an Indian country, admirably fitted for their

warfare, were not pressed for time, and intended to give an
enemy no advantage. If the same rule had been adopted
and adhered to on other expeditions in the past, there would
have been fewer massacres and other disasters to chroniele.
Our route to-day was much smoother than yesterday, and
we had a good camp in a small bottom, with cottonwood
groves on the bank of the river. The geological formation
changed from limestone to sandstone, and we were now al-
together out of the basaltic region. We came about ten
miles this day.

On the 22d, after going about three miles, as the river
was now coming from the north, and the left bank seemed
to be more open than the right, where we were, we crossed
over, and found a good trail on that side. Our guide, Hil-

lerman, had now got beyond the country which he knew, -

and was of no further use in that capacity. We went on
for five or six miles more, through a comparatively open
country, when we unexpectedly came upon a large fork
coming in from the east, where we camped, and resolved to
stop for a day and prospect. This was the largest tributary
that we had yet seen, and is the one called “ Hoback’s
river,” on Dr. Hayden’s map, named by him (and very
properly, too) after one of the early mountaineers, who
guided a party through to Snake river, down this stream.

i
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We found an old trail on this stream, and spent the next
day in prospecting, the men going off in parties in different
directions—some up stream, some across the river, ang
others north and south. J udge Lewis’ party left us, and
pushed ahead. In the evening, every one returned, and
nothing had been found except the “ color,” which is abun.
dant everywhere in this region. Those who had been for.
ward reported that the country became more open. At
the mouth of this stream was slate, with traces of lignite.

On the 24th, we kept up the main river, which turned
in a northwesterly direction. At one place the stream was
divided into a number of channels, with cottonwood on its
banks. After about three miles of rough, undulating
ground, we entered a prairie country, and in about eight
miles further, camped on a stream coming in from the
northeast, and having plenty of cottonwood and willows on
its banks. As usual, some of the men went out to hunt,
and others to prospect, but brought in neither gold nor
game. Up to this time, and for a long time after, we saw
nothing larger than rabbits. J udge Lewis’ party rejoined
us this e\?ening.

The weather was remarkably warm and pleasant. A

large plain extended before us, most of which was covered

with sage-brush. Here, for the first time, we found the
“winged ant,” which rose up in swarms, and covered men

and horses all over. It was the first time that I ever saw

them, but I have been well accustomed to them since.

This day, for the first time, we could see the white, out-
lying spurs of the Teton range, on the other side of the
river. The atmosphere, however, was very smoky, and it
was difficult to see anything very distinctly.

As we were now in a very open country, where our party
could be easily seen by Indians, we were very watchful of
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our stock. Our exploring parties had p
any recent signs of their presence,

On the 25th, our course being still northward, we
passed between two buttes, and entered g large and exten-
sive prairie, which was evidently the one known to the old
trappers as “ Jackson’s Hole.” In former days it was a
great resort of hunters, and algo of the Blackfeet, and the
two parties frequently came into collision here. The valley

is a large and extensive one, stretches for miles on both
sides of the river, is surrounded

timber, and is wel] watered. T

ot, however, seen

by mountains covered with

t is one of the most pictur-
esque basins in the mountains. It is covered with fine

grass ; the soil is deep in many places, and it is capable of

settlement, and will, in the future, be covered with bands of

cattle and sheep. As we advanced, I noticed large quanti-

ties of wild flax growing. After traveling for several miles,
we came to a large stream, bordered by cottonwood, which,
at.ﬁrst, We supposed to be the main stream—crossed it, and
stopped to noon. Whilst doing so, some of the men went
out, and discovered that the main stream was stil] to the
west of us. We also prospected on the banks of the
stream, and found gz large number of « colors” to the pan,
and I have always been sorry that we did not stop for a
day or two and prospect the stream at its head. We, how-
ever, went forward in the evening.

This stream that we were on received the name of
“ Gros Ventres creek,” from Captain Reynolds, U, S. A,
who passed here’in 1860; and he doubtless obtained it from
Captain James Bridger, who was his guide, and to whom
this whole country was perfectly familiar.
The first one who mentioned thig valley in print, as

far as T know, was the Rev. Samuel Parker, a Presbyterian
missionary, who passed through here in 1835, with Captain
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Bridger, and a party of trappers, and a band of Nez Per-
ces, who were on their return across the mountains to Lap-
wai, on the Clearwater. The most cordial relations always
subsisted at this time between the white men and the Nez
Perces. Mr. Parker was now traveling with the latter, and
went over the mountains first to « Pierre’s Hole,” a very
large prairie or basin between the North and South forks,
and which was celebrated in early days as the scene of a
great battle, between the mountain men headed by Sublette
and aided by the Nez Perces, fought against the Blackfeet.
Mr. Parker then parted with Bridger, who went north, and
continued his journey to the Pacific coast.

Among the Indians who were with the missionary at this
time was “Lawyer,” the present aged chief of the Nez
Perces, who told me so many years ago. He wasalso in the
battle of Pierre’s Hole, and received a ball in the thigh, which
was never extracted, and in the course of years occasioned
a very ugly running sore. In 1856, Lawyer, with his band
was again the ally of the whites in the fight which the
‘Washington Territory volunteer and Indian employes under
Governor Stevens had with the hostile Indians in the Walla
Walla valley, and went down with Governor Stevens (to
whom I was then adjutant) to Portland to try and have the
ball extracted. I believe the surgeons advised against its
being done, and he is, I think, still living. Among those
who were in this last fight was our esteemed fellow-citizen
of Missoula, Mr. Woi‘den, of the firm of Higgins & Worden,
who was then in the Indian service.

Captain Wyeth, who founded Ft. Hall, had some men
killed in this valley, and Captain Bonneville, Sublette, and
the Northwest fur-traders all passed through here frequently.
Many adventures which took place here are narrated in Ir-
ving’s ¢ Astoria” and ¢ Captain Bonneville’s Adventures.”
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In the evening we took a northwest course toward the
river, passing over a plain, part of which was covered by
the largest and thickest sage-brush that I have ever seen.
‘We were obliged to continue a long way up the stream, as
the banks were high and there was no ford. ‘We were lucky
enough at last to find a small flat where there was enough
grass and camped, having come about eighteen miles during
the day. We were obliged to herd our animals during the
night, as there was not room to take them out, and had a
stampede in consequence, but succeeded in getting them all
back without much trouble. Two of our men were missing
when we camped. ‘

Opposite our camp to the west and north could be seen
the high mountains of the Teton range, and a branch well
wooded came from the west, which, I think, was the outlet of
« Jenny’s ” lake, as named by Dr. Hayden.

August 26th. One of our missing men came in this morn-
ing and we went on,sending some men back to look for the
other. Shortly after starting we found that we could not
follow the river, as it had formed a kind of cafion in cutting
a way for itself through a high plateau, and therefore we
ascended this table-land and passed over it in a northeast

direction for about six miles, when we again descended into
the valley of the river, which opened out again into a plain,
and camped on the main stream, having made about ten miles.
~We camped only to wait for the missing man, who came
up in the evening with his friends, who had gone after him.

The river was divided into several channels where we

were, and on the opposite side wasa high plateau.

The next day (27th) wehad gone aboutfive miles in anorth-
easterly direction when we came to another large valley,
through which ran a stream coming from the east. On

reaching it we could see to the north other streams coming
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from the mountains, which appeared to be closing in all
around the valley and were thickly wooded. To the north
and west we could see the white rugged peaks of the Three
Tetons, and it was very evident that we must be approach-
ing Jackson’s lake. The country about us was an open
prairie, and the stream was no doubt what Dr. Hayden calls
the Buffalo fork of Snake river.

I halted the men at the creek as they came up,and when
all had arrived I suggested to them that we should go on
to the next water, pick out a good camp, and remain some
days and prospect the difterent streams which were in sight.
This was agreed to,and we went forward about three miles
to the next creek, near the outlet of Lake Jackson, as we
afterward found out, and established ourselves where wood,
water, and grass were abundant.

After unpacking and staking the animals out, another
meeting was called in order to decide upon our future ac-
tion. It was decided to build a ¢ corral,” to put the horses
in at night that should be left in camp, and that four par-
ties should be formed ; one to remain in camp as a guard,
and three others to prospect the streams in sight.

The men were then detailed for the different expedi-
tions, and it was suggested, that as there was a strong
probability of finding good ¢ diggings,” we should adopt
some mining laws for them.

‘We therefore organized ourselves into a *“ miners’ meet-
ing,” and, after appointing a chairman, etc., one of the
members moved, and another seconded the motion, that
the following regulations should be adopted :

1. That every person present should be regarded as a dis-

coverer, in each and every gulch found by any party or
member of a party.
2. That each member, as discoverer, should be entitled
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to five claims of two hundred feet each along the gulch—
viz., a discovery claim, and a pre-emption claim in the
main gulch, a bar claim, a hill claim, and a patch claim.
(I never knew exactly what a patch claim was, but I think
that it meant all that you could grab, after you got the
other four claims.)

These liberal and disinterested regulations were voted in
the affirmative with gratifying unanimity, and the chairman
was just about to put the question to the meeting whether
there ‘was any more business before it, when a big, burly
Scotchman named Brown, who had apparently been turn-
ing the subject over in his mind, jumped up, and inquired
with great earnestness, “But, Mr. Chairman, what shall
we do with the rest of it.”

This question was received with roars of laughter, and
the meeting thus good humoredly dissolved, and each one
set about preparing for the next day’s trip.

Brown was a character in his way. He had been en-
gaged in “hand-sawing” lumber at Virginia City, and he
had packed his whip-saw with him, on a horse, all through
the journey, so as to be ready for a job in case new mines
were struck.

On the 28th, the three parties started, each up a differ-
ent stream, leaving a few men with me to guard the horses
and the corral, which had been built the previous evening.
I do not go anywhere, as I was unwell.

On the 80th, two parties returned, having been up, as
they reported, to the head of the streams that they set out
to explore. . They rveported that they found plenty of
gravel, but no pay, and that the rocks were all sandstone.
The third party came in the next day, having been up the
Buftalo fork for twenty miles, and then had crossed over to

another stream and came down that. They reported the
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same as the others. One party had seen a small stratum
of coal on one of the streams. The Buffalo fork headed
in a cafion, and the formation everywhere found was sand-
stone and conglomerate. They had also seen Jackson’s
lake, which they reported as being near us.

The men were now completely discouraged, and a large
number determined to return by the way that we had come.
On the 1st of September, therefore, most of those who had
come out with Judge Lewis and Major Brookie, and sev-
eral of my own men, started on the back track. The rest
of us, about twenty-seven in number, resolved to try and |

reach Virginia City by going north. I knew that we could g

not miss it, and that we would pass through a new and |
unexplored country.

As the party had broken up I resigned my position of
captain, but no one was elected to fill my place. A few
days afterward, on the march,I was unanimously requested
to resume the position, which I did, and thus continued to
the end. .

It was evident, from the looks of things ahead, that we
were about to enter a wooded and mountain country, with
narrow defiles; but I was in hopes that we would strike
large prairies on the other side of the mountains.

On the 2d of September, we crossed the stream that we
were camped on, and soon came in sight of Lake Jackson,
and the white and rugged spurs of the Three Tetons
coming down into’the lake on the opposite side. Our
course was north and northwest, and lay at first along the
lake, but afterward through timber and small prairies out
of sight of it. On one of the latter, which had a small
lake in it, we stopped to noon.

After dinner we struck a trail running northwest, and
once more came in sight of the lake, but soon lost it again.




128 HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF MONTANA.

In the evening we camped on a large prairie, on the left
bank of a large stream flowing into the head of the lake,
and not far from it. - We had made about eighteen miles
this day.

As some of the men who stopped behind had found en-
couraging prospects, it was resolved to stop here a day and
try the country around. This was done, but without any
favorable result. Fresh horse-tracks had been seen, how-
ever, and the mountains ahead seemed to be on fire. We
might, therefore, expect to find Indians. I will, however,
add that we never saw any.

On the 4th, we continued up the valley, or rather cafion,
of the stream, going in a northerly direction. It was very
narrow, with steep and heavily wooded mountains on
either side, and an occasional small prairie in the bottom.
We had a difficult day’s journey, crossing from side to
side, passing through fallen timber and points of wild and
steep hillsides, often stopping to adjust the packs. In the
evening we camped on the same stream, near the mouth
of a small branch coming from the east, where there were
hot springs.

‘We had not traveled more than three miles next day
(September 5th), when we came to the forks of the stream
that we had been ascending. One branch came from the
northeast and the other from the north, and there were
hot springs with cones four or five feet high nearthe junc-
tion. Neither of the streams were large, and it was
thought that we would soon reach the divide. It being
impracticable to go up either branch, on account of fallen
timber, we commenced climbing up the mountain side to
the west, where the timber was more open, and after as-
cending about one thousand feet with much difficulty,
reached a large open prairie, apparently on the summit,
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where there were two small lakes, of a beautiful blue, and
small streams ﬁowing'in opposite directions. I judged that
one of them ran into the North Snake. Here we stopped
for dinner.

Here another split of the party took place. Some of the
men had noticed veins of quartz, as they supposed, down
below, and resolved to return and examine them. This
left me about thirteen men to go forward with.

Our friend Brown had been completely disgusted, during
the last few days, with his whip-saw, owing to the number
of times every day that he had to stop to adjust the pack
in going through the woods, and now left that useful im-
plement leaning against a tree, with the remark that “he
had packed the damned thing far enough.”

On starting, we kept a northerly course and passed over
low undulating ridges, covered with open ‘pine timber.
The rocks, where exposed, seemed to be a vitrified sand-
stone. We killed two deer this evening, which was the
first large game shot on the trip. After traveling several
miles, we saw an opening beneath us which looked like a
valley, and descending the mountain, which was very steep
and high, reached a small stream flowing northeasterly,
just about dark, and camped where there was plenty of
grass, wood, and water.

In the morning (6th), we descended the stream for about
five miles, and to the great surprise of us all, came to the
bank of alarge lake. We were all lost in conjectures as to
what it could be. Some thought that it must be the Yellow-
stone Lake, and others that it must flow into the Madison or
Gallatin. We finally resolved to go around the southern
end, which was not very far from us apparently, and then
go around the other side. We then traveled along the
lake shore for some three or four miles, when we came to
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the outlet of the lake, a large stream flowing south into
Snake river. Instead of going around the kead, as we had
thought to do, we had been going around the foot.

One thingpuzzled me. The outflowing stream was much
larger than either of the forks of the South Snake that
we had left before. I afterward found out, however, that
it flowed into another lake, now called Lewis Lake, from
one of the men who went back at our noon halt.

This party which left us, had returned to the forks, and
not finding the quartz, as they expected, ascended the
stream coming from the north. They encountered a fire
in the woods which gave them some trouble, and found.
some very high falls in the stream. They passed Lake
Lewis, and came to the foot of the large lake, where they
found our old camp. Here they went up the west side of
the lake to its head, and there found a large number of hot

went over to the South fork of the Fire Hole river, where
they again saw our camps, and thence down the Madison
river to Virginia City. These facts I obtained afterward
at Bannack City, from Mr. Charles Ream, one of the party,
and it was thus established conclusively that the large
lake was the head of the South Snake, and I was enabled
to correct the course of the Madison river, and connect my
surveys with it.
{ The lake which we had now discovered, was the lake
- afterward called “ De Lacy’s Lake ”” on the United States
Surveyor-General’s maps of the Territory, and afterward
irenamed “ Shoshone Lake” by Dr."Hayden, and the lake
‘below it was the one called by him ¢ Lewis Lake.”
To return to our own party. We camped at the mouth
of the lake, and prospected and hunted for the rest of the
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when I perceived that the country opened out into a large
basin, through which the main river ran. To the south-
west I could see a large gap toward which it flowed, and
the main range of the Rocky Mountains seemed still to
be to the north of me. The distance, the timber and a
cafion which was at the end of this basin, hid the real
course of the Madison from me, and I had no glass with
which to assist my sight. I had no great time for observa-
tion, as it again began to rain heavily, and I returned to
camp.

In the morning (11th), we made a late start, owing to
rain, and crossed the cafion to the basin, where the men
agreed with me that it seemed as if the main river turned
toward the south, and it was concluded that we would go
to the head of the two small streams which we saw in the
basin, cross ‘the range, and continue on until we struck
waters flowing north. We knew that we would thus reach
the three forks of the Missouri, and we were indifferent
where we went, as one of the men remarked, or how long
we were out, as long as our stores lasted, as we came to see
the country and prospect it.

‘We crossed the first stream with difficulty, owing to the
numerous beaver dams, and continued northerly to the

head of the second one, where we camped at the foot of

the range, in a small valley, where there was good grass.
We came about twelve miles this. day.

The next day we ascended the mountain, by a spur,
which was rough and heavily timbered, for three miles,

and came to the summit of the range, where we halted to

observe the country. Directly to the south we could see
the peaks of the Three Tetons. The basin which we had
quit lay beneath us, but we were yet unable to decide
the question whether the main river ran north or south, as
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day, but without any success. The lake seemed to be
about ten or twelve miles long, running northwest and
southeast, and to be surrounded} by low and thickly
wooded hills which came down to the water’s edge. There
was a point projecting into the lake on the west side, which
hid a large part of the lake from us, although we did not
know it then.

On the next day (7th), we went up the eastern side, near
the water, passing through scrubby pines, without under-
brush. There were many game trails made by the wood
buffalo, whose tracks appeared numerous and fresh. We
did not see any, and finally, at noon, stopped on a small
prairie, for dinner. In the evening we left the lake alto-
gether, and took a northerly course, hoping to cross the
divide to some other stream. Our course lay through tim-
ber, and over and around fallen logs, but the ground,
though undulating, was not rocky, and we found many
game trails leading in our direction. Whenever we could
obtain a glimpse of the outside world, we could see high
ranges of mountains on every side. We kept on till late,
without finding any place to camp, but just at dark arrived
at a small dty prairie, where we camped. There was a
damp place in the center, where, by digging about three
feet, we soon obtained water for both ourselves and animals.
As soon as the camp-fires were lit, thousands of black liz-
zards came forth from the woods, and the whole country was
alive with them, doubtless attracted by the light. They
made their way directly toward the fires, and rushed right
into them by dozens, and burned up. There seemed to be
no end to their number. ~ After supper I sat down on a log
and watched them. I noticed that many would get right
into the hot ashes and take some time to scratch, and
doubtless suffer great pain. As I am naturally kind-
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hearted, I just got a crooked stick, and whenever I saw
one of them come up and balance himself on his fore paws,
looking for a good opening for a young lizzard, I raked
him right into the flame, and saved him any further trouble.
They continued to annoy us all night, getting into our
blankets, and making themselves generally unpleasant un-
til morning.

It rained heavily during the night and also during the
next day, and we remained here, as we now had plenty
of water and grass.

_ On the 9th, we continued our journey, and after trav-
' eling three miles, descended the mountain side into an open
country. In another mile we reached the head of a small
stream, the water of which was hot, and soon entered a
valley or basin, through which the stream meandered, and
which was occupied on every side by hot springs. They
were so thick and close that we had to dismount and lead
our horses, winding in and out between them as we best
could. The ground sounded hollow beneath our feet, and
we were in great fear of breaking through, and proceeded .
with great caution. The water of these springs was in-
tensely hot, of a beautiful ultramarine blue, some boiling
up in the middle, and many of them of very large size, be-
ing at least twenty feet in diameter and as deep. There
were hundreds of these springs, and in the distance we
could see and hear others, which would eject a column of
steam with a loud noise. These were probably geysers, and
the boys called them ¢ steamboat springs.” No one in the
company had ever seen or heard of anything like this re-
gion, and we were all delighted with what we saw. This
was what was afterward called the “ Lower Geyser Basin
of the Madison, by Prof. Hayden.

‘We thus went o 16 =everal miles, stopping occasionally
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to admire the beauty, variety, and grandeur of the sight,
and at length came to a large stream flowing northerly,
near the banks of which were scattering hot springs, and '
some of which had been hot once, but had now cooled ap-
parently, the water being tepid and muddy, with a strong
smell of sulphur. '

We “nooned” on the left bank of this stream, and then
continued our way north, crossing the river again, by a
deep ford, in about three miles, and camped for the even-
ing on the edge of a small prairie, near where a large fork
came in from the southeast. On the left bank of the south
fork was a high, perpendicular wall of rock, and we could
see the smoke of hot springs up the east fork.

‘We had great discussions in the evening as to where we
were, some thinking we were on the North Snake river,
and others that we were on the Madison. The map which
I had, represented the North Snake river as running around
and heading to the northeast of the South Snake, and
these streams seemed to run that way. Inreality, we were
at the forks: of the Fire Hole river, a branch of the Madi-
son.

In the morning (September 10th), we continued our
journey down the main river, crossing the east fork just
above the junction. The weather looked stormy and
threatening. The main river was about fifty yards wide,
its valley very narrow, with high, rocky hills on either
gide, covered with pine, and the general course westerly.
After traveling about five miles, rain came down heavily,
and we were forced to go into camp on the river, and at
the head of what appeared to be a cafion.

In the evening, during an interval of calm, I went for-
ward on the trail across the mountain to explore. In
about one and a half miles I came to the foot of the cafion,
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when I perceived that the country opened out into a large
basin, through which the main river ran. To the south-
west I could see a large gap toward which it flowed, and
the main range of the Rocky Mountains seemed still to
be to the north of me. The distance, the timber and a
cafion which was at the end of this basin, hid the real
course of the Madison from me, and I had no glass with
which to assist my sight. I had no great time for observa-
tion, as it again began to rain heavily, and I returned to
camp.

In the morning (11th), we made a late start, owing to
rain, and crossed the cafion to the basin, where the men
agreed with me that it seemed as if the main river turned
toward the south, and it was concluded that we would go
to the head of the two small streams which we saw in the
basin, cross ‘the range, and continue on until we struck
waters flowing north. We knew that we would thus reach
the three forks of the Missouri, and we were indifferent
where we went, as one of the men remarked, or how long
we were out, as long as our stores lasted, as we came to see
the country and prospect it.

We crossed the first stream with difficulty, owing to the
numerous beaver dams, and continued northerly to the

head of the second one, where we camped at the foot of

the range, in a small valley, where there was good grass.
We came about twelve miles this. day.

The next day we ascended the mountain, by a spur,
which was rough and heavily timbered, for three miles,
and came to the summit of the range, where we halted to
observe the country. Directly to the south we could see
the peaks of the Three Tetons. The basin which we had
quit lay beneath us, but we were yet unable to decide
the question whether the main river ran north or south, as
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we still could see a large opening south, and another
stream coming from or going north, while the dense tim-
ber hid a great deal from our view.

We then commenced descending the north side of the
mountain, which was accomplished with difficulty, over
rocks and timber, and leading our horses nearly all the
way, and found a stream at the foot of the divide flowing
west of north, where we encamped early, in order to pros-
pect and look around. Several men went out, but found
neither gold nor game.

September 13, 1863. ‘We went down the narrow valley
some four miles, when, finding that the main stream turned
suddenly southwest, we ascended a branch coming from
the northeast, up which ran a large Indian trail, and in
about three miles came to a very low divide—so low that
we could hardly perceive that we were passing one—and
entered a small basin, where we were evidently on the
waters of a different stream from any which we had hith-
erto followed. Here we stopped to rest for a couple of
hours.
~ There had been Indians at this place within a month.

They were evidently afraid of having their horses stolen,

as they had built a corral, and where the lodges had been
pitched, stakes had been driven, by which the best horses
had been tied by the feet, so as to have some to pursue
thieves, in case the horses were run off. These Indians
had not come by the trail which we had followed, but from
the opposite direction, and were probably Crows. After
dinner, we went down the valley of the main river, which
was very narrow, with steep mountain sides, for several
miles. We passed a large branch coming from the south-
east, and camped on a small creek, having made about

twenty-two miles this day. We saw many elks, and
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one was killed near camp, so that we all had plenty of
meat.

On the 14th, as the men were anxious to try the ground,
and some to go back a short distance and prospect, we
moved a short distance to the mainstream where there was
a grove of willows, which would protect us from the wind,
which was blowing violently, and there we spent the day.
As usual, the “color” of gold was found everywhere, but
nothing that would pay.

The mountains around us were composed of stratified and
metamorphic rocks, very much tilted up, and dipping to
the north. The stream was about thirty yards wide, and
ran a little to the west of north. Just below our camp

‘were two square inclosures, made of rails, and about five

feet high. They were arranged across the mouth of the
defile, which was very narrow at this point, and were very
old, as the wood was much decayed. They looked very

- much as if they had been made by white men. I was un-

able to make out what they were, unless they were graves ;
but this hardly seemed likely, as most of the trappers who
were killed in this region, in early days (and their number
was great), were “ buried by the wolves,” as they used to
say. It is probable, as they had remained undisturbed for
80 many years, that they were made by thé Indians.
‘When the mines at Alder Gulch were discovered, I saw a
similar inclosure on the mountain side, and near it the
bones of a horse.

On the 15th, we made but a short journey of eight

" miles, on account of wet weather. During the night the

rain turned to snow, and in the morning the ground and
surrounding hills were all white. About nine o’clock it
cleared up, and we continued down the stream, passing
through some narrow cafions, and crossing the river many
times. Our general course thus far had been northwest-
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wardly, but now turned to the north and northeast. We
killed a bear to-day, who had come down to take a drink.
He ran a little distance, when he saw us, and then stood
up to take a look to see what we were, and was shot in that
position. He was very old and poor, and covered with
vermin. We encountered many bands of elk to-day, who,
like the bear, were not accustomed to the sight of men,
and would stand within thirty yards of us without fear.
Two of them were killed. We also had the excitement of
a stampede.

I had a white, bob-tailed éayuse (usually called “ Mug-
gins ), who had the peculiarity of having one eye black
and the other of a very light blue. When you looked at
him, on one side, he had avery obstinate and devilish look,
as if he was up to any mischief (and so he was). Looking

~ at him on the other, he seemed a very good-natured, steady,

old horse, with a tendency toward religion. He had other
peculiarities besides these, amongst which was that when
you .tried to lead him, he would n’t go anywhere if he
could help it, and if you let him go loose, you could not
catch him under an hour.

This evening, as the wind was cold, and he had been good
for a long time, he concluded that the time had come to
distinguish himself. He was just before me, and looking
round, he cocked his black eye at me, as much as to say,

“TLook out for squalls,” and gave two or three preliminary

kicks, which threw-off the pack, which he met with his
heels, and sent the coffee-pot, frying-pan, a piece of elk, a
chunk of bread, and other miscellaneous articles into the
air. He then galloped around, scattering the rest of the kit

over the prairie, and when he ascertained that there was

no more mischief to be done, he let himself be caught, and
when I came up, turned his blue eye on me with such an
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expression of contrite humility and self-reproach, that I
had not the heart to give him the thrashing he richly de-
served, and repacked him in silence, and went my way.
We soon camped on the right bank of the river, having
made about nine miles. Opposite to us was the mouth of a
creek. A trail came down this branch, crossed the river,
and continued east up another creek a little above us, evi-
dently going over to the Yellowstone river, as we all felt
certain now that we were on the Gallatin.

September 17th. To-day we passed through a cafion of
granite, crossing the riverseveral times, and having a rough
time generally. In the evening we camped on a small
flat, having made about fifteen miles, with a northeasterly
course generally.

On the 18th, we crossed to the left bank, where we dis-
covered a trail, and in about a mile entered another granite
cafion, which was the worst one that we had yet passed.
The trail crossed the river many times, the fords were deep,
and we had to climb over points of rock at every turn.
After a toilsome march of five miles we came to a small
flat, partially burnt, where we rested for a while. In the
evening we went forward, and passing through another
cafion of four miles, came to a long flat on the left bank
of the river, where a large creek came in from the left,
and the main stream seemed to turn to the northeast, with
a short cafion, beyond which we could see a large opening
or prairie. There was a large trail going up the creek.
The grass was partly burnt also on this flat. As this
would seem to indicate that Indians might be near, and the
spot was a secluded one, we resolved to camp for the night,
and reconnoiter before going any farther, as there was
grass enough left for our horses.

In the evening I rode forward, and after passing through




)F MONTANA.

~ opened out into a large

er ran. To the south-

' rd which it flowed, and
untains seemed still to

ance, the timber and a

' this basin, hid the real
'ad I had no glass with

) great time for observa-

vily, and I returned to

a late start, owing to
basin, where the men
‘ the main river turned
uded that we would go
as which we saw in the
we on until we struck
hat we would thus reach
and we were indifferent
remarked, or how long

lasted, as we came to see

 difficulty, owing to the
inued northerly to the

camped at the foot of

| % there was good grass.

-
8 mountain, by a spur,

in ;hiCh we had
le to decide
Or gouth, as

A TRIP UP THE SOUTH SNAKE RIVER IN 1863. 139

the short cafion mentioned, I came into an open basin, sur-

rounded with mountains, ten or twelve miles wide appar-

ently, and extending north as far as the eye could reach.
The stream I was on became a large river, with groves of
cottonwood on its banks, and away to the east I could see
another river, flowing northwest, which seemed to meet it
in the distance. There were no signs of white men, but
the grass over the whole country had been burnt. I felt
sure that this was the Gallatin valley, of which I had often
heard, and that we were now camped on the West Gal-
latin.

I returned to the boys and told them what I had seen,
and it was resolved that we would take the trail up the
creek and cross the mountain range to the west of us, pros-
pecting as we went, as there was both granite and quartz
where we were.

On the 19th, therefore, we ascended the creek (now
known as Spanish creek) for about four miles, and halted
for some hours to examine the neighborhood. We then
continued on for six miles farther to the foot of the moun-
tain, where we camped. Our course had been generally
south of west. :

September 20th. We ascended the main divide, passing
over an undulating country for about six miles, and came
to its western edge, which was very steep. Here we saw
beneath us a large river flowing north, and divided into
many channels juét below us. One of the men in the rear
coming up, at once recognized it as the Madison river, and
in the distance to the north pointed out the Jefferson. We
were just above the head of the lower cafion of the Madi-
son.

Being now absolutely certain of our position, and that

we were not far from Virginia City, we turned back to the
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last water that we crossed, where we had noticed some out-
croppings of quartz, and spent the day there. There was a
great deal of red and green quartz here. On the 21st, we
went back to the head of Spanish creek, and continued our
prospecting, but found nothing.

On the 22d, we made up our minds to go to Virginia
City. We crossed the range and descended to the Madi-
son, which we forded above Meadow creek, meeting on
the way with two hunters, who gave us the first news of
the battle of Gettysburg. We also killed an elk on the
mountain, and camped at night near a ranche, on the
Madison, not far from what is now known as Slade’s gulch.

On the 28d of September, 1863, we ascended theé gulch
and entered the town of Virginia City, at about three
o’clock, and each went his own separate way thereafter.

We had been absent about fifty-one days, and had trav-
eled about five hundred miles.

We had been unsuccessful in our search after the pre-
cious metals, but lhaving lived in the country ever since,
and seen the developments made within the last twelve
years, I'am still of the opinion that at some future time,
when the country on the North and South Snake rivers
becomes settled up, that both gold and silver mines will be
found there. The country has since then been traversed
by tourists and scientific parties, but the miners have kept
nearer the settlements, where they have found enough to
occupy them.

The names of those who were on the expedition were as
follows:

I J. Bryant, 8. Brown, A. R. Burr, David Burns, Lewis
; Casten, W. W. de Lacy, J. C. Davis, F. A. Dodge, John
| Ferrill, J. H. Ferguson, Geo. Forman, T. J. Farmerlee,
{ Aaron Fickel, 8. R. Hillerman, Chas. Heineman, H. H.
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Johnson, James Kelly, D. H. Montgomery, H. C. Mew-
horter, A. H. Myers, J. B. More, John Morgan, W. H. Or-
cutt, J. J. Rich, Jos. W. Ray, H. Schall, W. Thompson,
Major Brookie, E. P. Lewis, John Bigler, J. Stroup, Rich-
ard Tod, Jack Cummings, D. W. Brown, Charles Lamb,
E. Whitcomb, A. Comstock, C. Failor, Charles Ream, J.
Gallagher, Smith, Dickie, J. H. Lawrence, E.
Sheldon.

Of these, twenty-seven went forward from Jackson’s
Lake, and about fourteen went forward to West Gallatin
with me, after the separation between the two lakes. I

have not the names of the last party, which I regret very
much.

No exciting incidents occurred during this expedition,
but it was, as far as I know, the first one which ascended
to the head of the South Snake river, and thence passed
over to the head of the Madison and West Gallatin rivers,
the geographical results of which were published.

I met, after I returned, with members of the party who
had left us befween the lakes, and gone down the Madison,
and from them learned many particulars of the country
before unknown, and corrected some errors into which our
party had fallen, relative to the head of the Madison.

In 1864-5, I was employed by the first Legislature of
Montana to make them a map, for the purpose of laying
off' the counties, and in this map I embodied the informa-
tion which I had dcquired. This map was lithographed
afterward in New York, and sold there and here.

In 1867, I was draftsman in the United States Surveyor-
General’s office in Helena, and made a map of the Ter-
ritory, in order to show the public land-surveys for that
year, and by order of General Meredith, then Surveyor-
General, I named the lake which we had discovered on the
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head of South Snake river, “ De Lacy’s Lake,”—an official
name which it has borne ever since in all maps made in
that office.

™ In 1868, I wrote a letter, at the request of Professor

Eaton, on the railroad facilities of Montana, and which was
published in Professor Raymond’s report on the ¢ Mines of
the West,” in 1869, in which I stated «that the South
Snake river heads in a large lake, which flows into Lake
Jackson,” and “that at the head of the South Snake, and
also on the South fork of the Madison, there were hun-
LSlreds of hot springs, many of which were ¢ Geysers.””

In 1870, the Messrs. Colton, of New York, published a \
map of Montana, drawn by me, containing all the latest
information, and have issued several editions of it since.

" In 1872, Professor Hayden visited this lake and re-named
it ¢ Shoshone Lake,” stating that the numerous and out-
rageous errors in my map, deprived me of any claim to the
perpetuation of my name, and insinuating that I claimed
to have been, but had not been, in the region. }

‘When I saw this note in his report of 1873, I wrote a
short narrative of the trip, and sent it, together with my
original note-book and the original map, to Dr. Hayden, by
the hands of Mr. Langford, with a request that he would
do me justice. He stated to this gentleman that the note
had been inserted by one of his assistants, without his
knowledge, and that it should not occur again. He had a
photographic copy of the map made, and said that he had
some idea of writing to some prominent journal in the
‘West on the subject—and there the matter vested. I stil]
remain under a stigma in a published report, such as I never
before received, in a long professional career, and, as I

think, unjustly, and against which I now protest.
I never claimed that my map was correct in all particu-
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~ lars, or that I had been entirely over the region in question.

Outside of the surveys and my own explorations, I was
obliged to rely on the reports of others, who had been there
hunting or exploring, and these were not always accurate.
I put down what I considered the best, hoping to be able
to improve the map every year, and make it thoroughly
correct finally.

I do claim, however, that I was the first to publish the
fact that the South Snake river took its rise in a large
lake, north of Lake Jackson, and flowed into it—a fact con-
firmed by Dr. Hayden’s own surveys; and this would au-
thorize me, according to the general rules governing geo-
graphers, to name it myself, or for others to give it my
name.

" In saying this, however, I am perfectly well aware that
the fur-traders and trappers were thoroughly acquainted
with the country, and visited every portion of it, but their
knowledge died with them. I have seen every kind of |
map which has been published in the last thirty or thirty-
five years, and I have never seen one which has a correct
representation of this region or of the Yellowstone, while,
at the same time, there is enough put down to show that
some one had been there, and was acquainted with the main

features of the country. !
WALTER W. DE LACY,

Active member of the Historical Society of Montana.
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