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INTRODUCTION

INTRODUCTION

PURPOSE OF THIS REPORT

In October of 2007, the Saratoga-Washington on the Hudson Partnership was
established to act as an intermediary for existing public and private initiatives
already established in the Upper Hudson River region of New York State, as well
as a forum for new ideas. The partnership addresses issues which pertain to
agriculture and open space preservation; economic development and
revitalization of downtowns/main streets; recreational and tourism development;
and protection of natural, cultural, and historical heritage. The Saratoga-
Washington on the Hudson Partnership includes a variety of public and private

groups, including local, state, and federal governments.

In an effort to protect and improve the Upper Hudson River corridor, the
group’s first initiative was the protection of a nineteen-acre parcel of land in the
Town of Saratoga recently purchased by the Open Space Institute (OSI) through
the New York Land Program. The property consists of the site of what is
traditionally understood as the location of the sword surrender ceremony that
took place on October 17, 1777 between British Lieutenant General John
Burgoyne and American Major General Horatio Gates. With Saratoga National
Historical Park as the lead, the partnership’s goal for the project is to enhance
preservation of viewsheds, and cultural and scenic resources in the vicinity of the

park.

This Cultural Landscape Inventory addresses the nineteen-acre OSI parcel and
its immediate setting, referred to in the remainder of this report as the Sword
Surrender Site and Setting. The inventory is intended to provide critical baseline
data that can be used in the development of long-range planning for the property.
Specifically, the report addresses the following objectives relative to

documentation of the Sword Surrender Site and Setting:

= To provide a brief site history verifying to the greatest extent possible the
location of the Sword Surrender Site, and documenting the evolution of
the landscape and its characteristics over time.

» Toinventory landscape characteristics and features surviving within the
study area which help to convey its historical significance.

= To establish a baseline of information that can inform preservation

efforts and measures directed to the historical site and setting.
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PROJECT BOUNDARY

The Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape is located within the Town of
Saratoga in Saratoga County of New York State (Figure 0.1). The study area is
defined by Fish Creek and the Village of Victory to the west, Evans Street, the
Hudson River to the east, and multiple residences to the south (Figure 0.2). The
study area is divided into two sections by U.S. Route 4: the Floodplain Area to the
east and the Upland Area to the west. The Upland Area is further divided into
the Village Extension (as it is referred to for its close proximity to the Village of
Victory) and the traditional Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel). The Village
Extension comprises approximately fifty-four acres of the study area while the
Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) encompasses roughly nineteen acres. On the
east side of the study area, the Floodplain Area contains approximately ninety-

seven acres (Figure 0.3).

SCOPE AND METHODOLOGY

Following the general format outlined in the National Park Service Cultural
Landscapes Inventory Professional Procedures Guide, this report is organized into

three chapters: site history, existing conditions, analysis and evaluation.

SITE HISTORY

The Site History chapter is organized into five sections corresponding to distinct
periods in the development of the Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape.
The periods are Prehistory and Early Settlement (Pre-1609- 1777), March to
Albany and General Burgoyne’s Surrender (Autumn 1777), Post British
Surrender at Saratoga and the Rural Economy (1778-1877), Rural Economy to
Pre-World War II (1877-1938), and Pre-World War II to the Present (1938-2008).
Each section describes the contextual history surrounding the study area, namely
the Upper Hudson River Valley region, as well as its site specific history during
each period. Sections conclude with a summary description of the study area that

documents the character of the landscape at the end of each era.

EXISTING CONDITIONS

The Existing Conditions chapter includes a narrative description and site plan
that documents landscape characteristics such as natural systems and
topography, circulation, land use and vegetation, buildings and settlement
patterns, views and vistas, small-scale features, and archeological sites. It is based

on site research, existing surveys, and field reconnaissance.
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ANALYSIS AND EVALUATION

The Analysis and Evaluation chapter provides an overview of the historical
significance of the Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape, describes the
characteristics and features that contribute to the significance of the landscape,
and evaluates the integrity of the historic landscape. This analysis and evaluation
is based on the criteria developed by the National Register of Historic Places. By
comparing the historic condition with the existing conditions of landscape
characteristics and features, the report presents a list of characteristics and
features that contribute or that do not contribute to the historic character of the

study area.

HISTORICAL OVERVIEW

Prior to the 1600s, the Upper Hudson River Valley region, including the Sword
Surrender Site and Setting landscape, was inhabited by Mohawk and Mahican
tribes. After the arrival of Dutch and English colonists, large portions of land
were sold as land grants or patents. In 1683, the Saratoga Patent was granted to
seven Dutch families, and later divided into lots. Lot No. 4, which included the
study area, was initially settled by Johannes Wendel and eventually acquired by

the Schuyler family.

During the Battles of Saratoga in 1777, the Sword Surrender Site and Setting
landscape served as an avenue of approach and retreat and later as the formal
ceremonial location of British General John Burgoyne’s surrender to American
General Horatio Gates. Following the Revolutionary War, improvements in
agricultural production, transportation systems, and industry occurred within the
Upper Hudson River Valley region. The development of the Champlain Canal
and Whitehall Turnpike brought prosperity to the Saratoga area, as well as

increased development within the Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape.

The mid-nineteenth and early twentieth centuries included additional
improvements to industrial processes, growth of urban areas, and expansion of
transportation systems. Within the study area, the Hudson Valley Railroad was
constructed, and residential growth occurred in the uplands. Following World
War I, industry and agriculture declined, in part because of the abandonment of

the Champlain Canal and in part due to less expensive labor found in the South.

Concurrent with the economic happenings within the region, the period between
1877 and 1938 marked the increased interest in commemorating the American
Revolution Revolutionary War sites and landmarks were identified by signs,
plaques, and monuments. Within the study area, a marker was constructed

indicating the location of the sword surrender ceremony.

11



CULTURAL LANDSCAPE INVENTORY FOR SWORD SURRENDER SITE AND SETTING

In the twenty-first century, increased population growth, facilitated by Interstate
87 (the Northway), along with continued decline in agriculture, continues to
fundamentally alter the rural character of the Sword Surrender Site and Setting
landscape. Efforts to preserve the study area initially began in 2006 with the
purchase of the Sword Surrender Site by the Open Space Institute (OSI).

SUNMMARY OF FINDINGS

The Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape is eligible for listing in the
National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A within the contexts
American Revolution (Autumn 1777) and Commemoration and Memorialization
(1877-1938). The periods of significance are October 17, 1777, and 1877 to 1938.
The old Champlain Canal, a portion of which passes through the Sword
Surrender Site and Setting landscape, is individually listed on the National
Register as a district under Criteria A, C, and D. It has a separate history and

period of significance, which begins in 1823 and extends to ca. 1917.

Throughout its history, the Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape has
remained largely a rural working landscape comprised of farmsteads, agricultural
lands, and woodlands. Significant landscape characteristics and features
associated with the Sword Surrender Site and Setting are natural systems and
topography (Geology, Hudson River and Fish Creek, and springs), circulation
(U.S. Route 4, local roads, and old Champlain Canal), land use and vegetation
(forest and agricultural fields), views and vistas (View to the north-Old North
Church site, View to east-Hudson River, Champlain Canal, and U.S. Route 4),

and small-scale features (Sword Surrender sign).

While many of the features contributing to the significance of the Sword
Surrender Site and Setting landscape remain intact, threats to the rural character
of the landscape are foreseeable as residential and commercial development
continues to occur within and adjoining the study area. In particular, open
agricultural lands, viewsheds, and historic resources could be threatened. Non-
historic landscape characteristics and features associated with the Sword
Surrender Site and Setting are circulation (Footpaths and driveways), land use
and vegetation (Abandoned fields, transitional shrubland, and successional
forested wetland), building and settlement patterns (Village extension
neighborhood, Germain (OSI) House, and Allen House), views and vistas (View
to the south-Abandoned agricultural land, view to the west- high ground), and
small-scale features (New York State sign, barbed wire fence, and stone steps).
Features lacking sufficient documentation have been identified as undetermined
and will require additional research in the future. They include circulation (farm
access road and Sword Surrender Site eroded road trace) and several

archeological sites (projectile points, clay pipes, musketball, outbuilding

12
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structures, French and Indian Wars fortification sites, and the Old Dutch
Reformed Church site).

Although few details are known about the Sword Surrender Site and Setting
landscape prior to the 1770s, historic military and current topographic maps
support a hypothesis that the Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) eroded road
trace may be part of the historic alignment of the Road to Albany. Additional

archeological investigation is warranted (Figure 3.0).

Based on primary and secondary accounts and research conducted as part of this
cultural landscape inventory, it is presumed that the Sword Surrender Site (OSI
Parcel) was the setting for the October 17, 1777 meeting that led to General John

Burgoyne’s formal surrender to General Horatio Gates.

PRELIMINARY TREATMENT RECOMMENDATIONS

Although outside the purview of the project, the following treatment
recommendations are intended to assist Saratoga National Historical Park and its

many partners in the long-term management of the cultural landscape.

Drawing from information presented in the site history, existing conditions, and
analysis and evaluation sections of this report, the character of the study area
should evoke the Revolutionary War and the landscape conditions of October 17,
1777 to the greatest extent possible. While restoration of the battlefield
landscape may be desirable, this treatment approach is virtually impossible and
impractical as there is no definitive landscape documentation dating to 1777, as
well a true restoration (in accordance with the Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties) would eliminate all residential
development, not to mention, significant commemorative and canal

transportation related features.

In an effort to preserve significant landscape characteristics and features of the
Sword Surrender Site and Setting and allow for the improvement of function and
use of the property, rehabilitation is the preferred treatment approach. This
enables the park and its partners the opportunity to reestablish historic
viewsheds within the vicinity of Saratoga Battlefield, change vegetation patterns
to reflect research findings, and add interpretative features and visitor facilities to
the study area. Recommendations for the Sword Surrender Site and Setting

include:

»  Conduct archeological studies in order to obtain information on the

French and Indian (1689-1763) and Revolutionary War periods, as well

13
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as Native American occupation and use dating to the Middle and Late
Archaic periods;

= Remove deteriorated buildings, structures, and debris within the
traditional Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel);

= Reestablish interpretive and historic views critical to understanding the
military use of the site, notably views to the north and east of the
traditional Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel). Screen non-historic
views, including views to the south and west of the traditional Sword
Surrender Site (OSI Parcel);

*  Within the Upland Area of the Sword Surrender Site and Setting
landscape, remove successional and ornamental vegetation.

» Inthe Floodplain Area, maintain the open character of the floodplains
through the removal of successional vegetation;

»  Provide a small universally accessible parking area off Schuyler Street,
accommodating two or three vehicles;

= Establish a signage system that identifies the history and significance of
the study area, as well as Upper Hudson River Valley Region;

= Link the study area to the New York State Scenic Byway Lakes to Locks
Passage and the proposed Tri-Site Trail.

Realizing that the historical significance of the Sword Surrender Site and
Setting landscape goes beyond the limits of the project area, the Saratoga-
Washington on the Hudson Partnership should work collaboratively and
creatively with private land owners and state agencies to preserve and

protect natural and historic resources.
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SITE HISTORY

PREHISTORY AND EARLY SETTLEMENT PRIOR TO 1777

The Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape was first inhabited by Native
Americans, followed by European settlers beginning in the early 1600s. The area
was heavily contested with a series of territorial wars between Native Americans
and European settlers. As a result, little development occurred in the vicinity of

the landscape during this period.

REGIONAL CHANGE AND DEVELOPMENT

The northern landscape of the Appalachian Provinces of New York State,
specifically the Upper Hudson River Valley region, was highly desirable to
indigenous people during the Paleo-Indian, Archaic, and Woodland Periods. Its
rich natural resources and close proximity to the Hudson River provided
optimum location for settlement and trade.! Artifacts from the early Native
American occupation have been found by local residents at the Sword Surrender
Site (Figure 1.0). Eventually Native American settlements dispersed as European
explorations by Samuel de Champlain and Henry Hudson in 1609 led to

permanent Dutch and English settlements.

Trade with European settlers later caused hostilities among the Algonquian-
speaking Mahicans and Iroquoian-speaking Mohawks, leading to a period of war
from 1625 to 1628.> By 1628, the Mohawks defeated the Mahicans and acquired

vast amounts of land along the west side of the Hudson River.

In the ensuing years, wars between Native American and European settlers
resulted in the loss of Native American land. Between 1683 to 1713, large
portions of land were sold by the Mohawks as land grants or patents. On July 26,
1683, the Mohawk tribe sold a large portion of land that encompassed much of
the northeastern portion of Albany County (today known as Saratoga County
and parts of Washington County). Based on this purchase, the Mohawks
surrendered indigenous rights, a prerequisite to the granting of a land patent.
Known as the Saratoga Patent, this land was divided among seven Dutch families
namely Peter Philip Schuyler, Cornelis van Dyke, Jan Janse Bleeker, and Johannes
Wendel.® It was further subdivided into the Great Lotts [sic] in 1750 (Figure 1.1
and Figure 1.2). The initial settlement of the area, called “Saraghttoge,” soon
followed, but was halted by the competing French and British interests during the

French and Indian Wars.

During the French and Indian Wars (1689-1763), which encompassed four
distinct wars, English and Dutch settlers suffered repeated attacks by French and

19
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Native American troops (Table 1.0). As a result thirty forts were built along the
Hudson River from Albany to Lake George, including Fort Vroman [Vroman]
(1689), Fort Saratoga (1702), Fort Clinton (1746), and Fort Hardy (1757).* The
majority of the land in Saratoga was abandoned during King William’s War
(1689-1697).°

Table 1.0: French and Indian Wars (1687-1763)

Year American Name European Name Treaty

1689 - 1697 |King William’s War War of the Grand Alliance Treaty of Ryswick (1697)

1702 - 1713 [Queen Anne's War War of the Spanish Succession | Treaty of Utrecht (1713)

1744 - 1748 |King George's War War of the Austrian Succession | Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle (1748)
1754 - 1763 | The French and Indian War |Seven Years' War Treaty of Paris (1763)

Prelude to Revolution

By 1763, the French and Indian Wars had ended leaving Great Britain in control
of land in North America. Although the border wars had ended, the battle
between American colonist and Britain loomed. Having incurred substantial
debts from years of war with France, the British Parliament raised taxes on their
American colonies causing protest and upheaval. In addition, the British issued
the Proclamation of 1763 halting all new settlement west of the Appalachian
Mountains. King George III presented the proclamation to Native American
allies, calming fears that the colonists would drive them from their lands as they
expanded westward. The American Revolution began in 1775 with skirmishes
between British Regulars and Colonial Militia at Lexington and Concord,

Massachusetts.

OWNERSHIP AND USE OF SWORD SURRENDER SITE AND SETTING LANDSCAPE

Prior to the first wave of European settlement, the Sword Surrender Site and
Setting landscape was largely forested, dominated by elm, birch, white fir, alder,
dogwood, red willow, and chestnut trees. Because of its central location along
the “Saratoga Trail” (U.S. Route 4) and its close proximity to the Hudson River,
Mohawk and Mahican tribes used the area for hunting and fishing (Figure 1.0). .

Dramatic changes to the Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape occurred
after the arrival of Dutch and English colonists in the 1600s. In 1689, the “Old
Divided Lands” section of the Saratoga Patent was divided into lots, not to be
confused with the later Great Lotts [sic] laid out in 1750.° Lot No. 4,
encompassing the Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape, was drawn by
Johannes Wendel who was the first to settle and clear the previously forested

land. Within that same year in the midst of the French and Indian Wars, Bartel
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Vroman built a blockhouse in the study area along the Hudson River. The fort
was eventually vacated in 1690 after the Iroquois and English raided the area,
killing sixty men, women, and children including Bartel Vroman. Colonel
Romer’s report of 1689 notes the abandonment of the fort and farms of Saratoga,

and subsequently recommends the establishment a new fort.”

...the farms, which only seven in number, as well as the fort which was built there in
Leisler’s time, have been entirely ruined by the last war; since which time they have
never been thought of, and the settlers have never thought of returning thither; and,
also, because the French claim this country as dependent on them, notwithstanding we
have had possession of it a great many years. I think it would not be useless to have a
small fort built there of palisades, with a small stone tower in the centre, to maintain
possession, and encourage the settlers to build and take up their residence there again.®

Johannes Wendel died in 1691, bequeathing Lot No. 4 to his son Abraham. In
1702, Abraham sold Lot 4 to Col. Johannes Schuyler, grandson of Peter Philipsun
Schuyler. In 1720, Johannes built a brick house approximately 330 feet east of the
present Schuyler House. Although the house resided outside the current
boundaries of the study area, the agricultural fields associated with the Schuyler
estate were situated within the Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape. As
described by Peter Kalm in his travels up the Hudson, the fields were likely
enclosed by log fences (Figure 1.3):

Between Albany and Saratoga, June 22, 1749. Log fences are a peculiar type of fence
which we have not previously described. They are used everywhere along the Hudson
River where there is an abundance of forest. The fence is built of long thick logs. All
the logs in a section are the same length. The fence is usually 2 alnar [1 Forearm equals
60 cm or 2 feet] to 10 kvarter [1 Quarter, % forearm or equals 15 cm or .5 feet] in
height. Posts are not used, and the logs are joined at the ends as illustrated in the
middle figure.

Worm fences are the most practical, since posts obtained from wood grown here
withstand rot only 4, 6, or, at the most, 8 years before they must be replaced. The
fencing is exceedingly heavy, and posts or poles are under a great stress; thus they are
readily upset by the heavy storms so common in this country. Experience has shown
that fences of white oak and chestnut rarely last more than ten to twelve years. By that
time the wood is so rotten it can only be used as fuel. A fence is built from any other
wood nearly last more than six to eight years. If one considers that worm fences are
crooked and require a greater quantity of material than if they were straight, that they
must be replaced in a relatively short period of time and if one also considers the
unbelievable quantity of wood burned night and day in every room in the house
throughout the winter, one sees the punishment the forest is taking and wonders how it
will look in thirty or fifty years.’

Johannes Schuyler later deeded the property to his sons Philip and John. Philip
Johannes Schuyler took over the general operation of the estate, including the
farms and mills. During King George’s War (1744-1748), Philip Johannes
Schuyler was killed while defending his family’s home (Figure 1.4)."" As a result,
Philip John Schuyler, Philip Johannes Schuyler’s nephew, inherited a portion of
the Schuyler family estate, which included the house and adjoining fields.
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Following the raids in1745, which destroyed the fort and village of Saratoga, a
new fort named Fort Clinton, was built within the floodplains of the study area in
the previous location of Bartel Vroman’s blockhouse. In response to the
numerous attacks by the French and Indians, Fort Clinton was dismantled and
burned by the British in 1747.

The period after the French and Indian Wars was marked by the development of
the Saratoga area. Philip John Schuyler led the way, constructing mills and stores.
In ca. 1760, he constructed the Dutch Reformed Church on his land close to the
corner of present-day Evans Road and U.S. Route 4."" This was the first known
building to be constructed within the boundaries of the Sword Surrender Site and

Setting landscape prior to the Revolutionary War.

SWORD SURRENDER SITE AND SETTING LANDSCAPE CHARACTER, PRE-1777

While there is little documentation of the Sword Surrender Site and Setting
landscape before 1777, it can be assumed that the area was physically divided into
two halves by the “Saratoga Trail,” later known as the Road to Albany (US Route
4), and was comprised of woodland and fields. West of the road, the upland area
was mostly forested with small open areas that produced crops and supported
livestock. A small rudimentary road, later known as Evans Road, framed the
northern boundary of the study area. East of the Road to Albany, the floodplain
along the Hudson River was mostly wetland and enclosed agricultural land

owned by Philip John Schuyler.

With exception to the Old Dutch Reformed Church (ca. 1760), located along the
Road to Albany in the northern portion of the study area, and the ruins of Fort
Clinton (ca. 1749), minimal development occurred within the boundaries of the

study area prior to 1777.
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Figure 1.0. Photograph of Artifacts found near the OSI parcel. Several artifacts have been found by local residents including lithic
projectile points, clay pipes, and a musketball (Photograph by author courtesy of William Hartloff and Darlene Duggan collection, June
2008.)
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Figure 1.1. “Map of Saratoga Patent and Margaret
Livingston’s and Bayard'’s Lots, Saratoga and
Washington Counties, New York, 1849.” Map
drawn by Asa Fitch copied from John Bleecker’s
1750 edition. Notations are shown in quotations
by Fitch. For example O/d Divided Lands
underneath is written “First Grand Division”.

Figure 1.2. Plat map of Saratoga Patent by

John R. Bleeker in 1750. The Sword Surrender
Site and Setting landscape is within the “Old
Divided Lands,” near Fish Creek (New York State
Manuscript and Special Colections).
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Figure 1.3. Fence types as described by Peter Kalm’s travels up the Hudson, 1749. These examples are typical log fence constructed
prior to 1777 along the Hudson River above Albany (Cornell CORE Historical Literature of Agriculture).
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Figure 1.4. Map of the Northern parts of New York. Figure is sectioned from a larger map. This section shows the Hudson River from

Albany to Fort Edward. Notations include landowners and village locations that were affected by the raids during King George’s
War (1744-1748)(Library of Congress, American Memory).
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MARCH TO ALBANY AND GENERAL BURGOYNE'S
SURRENDER (AUTUNMN 1777)

The following section covers a brief, but significant time period in the history of
the Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape. During the American
Revolution, the site played a decisive role in the battles, siege, and surrender of
Saratoga in 1777. The outcome of the war eventually led France to recognize the
independence of the United States and provide critical military support.
Information about the battles and subsequent retreat and surrender of the British
is assembled from letters and accounts recorded during and shortly after the
battle.

REGIONAL CHANGE AND DEVELOPMENT

In 1777, shortly after America’s declaration of independence from England, King
George III hoped to stifle the rebellion and return the Colonies to royal control.
Having obtained control of New York City the previous year, British military
plans were made to capture Albany and establish control of the Hudson River

Corridor, severing New England from the rest of the colonies.

Under the direction of Major General Burgoyne, a concentric advance of three
columns was conceived to meet in Albany, New York. General William Howe
marched north from New York City, while General John Burgoyne marched
south from Montreal and Colonel Barry St. Leger moved east through the
Mohawk Valley. In March, Lord George Germain, Secretary of the Colonies
(1775-1782) ordered the plan to isolate New England from the rest of the
American Colonies. Lord Germain ordered 7,000 troops to support General

Burgoyne for his southward expedition from Canada.

Despite early victories at Fort Ticonderoga, Hubbardton, and Fort Anne, the
British soon found themselves at a distinct disadvantage. Because of Burgoyne’s
dependency on their long supply line, the British wasted valuable time as they
were bound to the untamed terrain along the Road to Albany (U.S. Route 4) and
the Hudson River-their only viable means of transportation. Thomas Anburey’s
Travels Through the Interior Parts of America, provides the following description
of the obstacles faced by the British:

A continuation of woods and creeks, interspersed with deep morasses; and to add to
these natural impediments, the enemy had very industriously augmented them by
felling immense trees, and various other modes, that it was with the utmost pains and
fatigue we could work our way through them. Exclusive of these, the water grounds
and marshes were so numerous, that we were under the necessity of constructing no
less than forty bridges to pass them, and over one morass there was a bridge of near
two miles in length.

29



CULTURAL LANDSCAPE INVENTORY FOR SWORD SURRENDER SITE AND SETTING

The British delays gave the American forces sufficient time to re-organize and
reinforce their army near Saratoga. Under a new commander, General Horatio
Gates, the American army established positions along the Hudson River near

Bemis Heights.

On September 19, 1777, the first of two battles at Saratoga was fought at
Freeman’s Farm. The British eventually won the battle, but suffered significant
losses, eroding their confidence. Hoping for assistance from New York City,
Burgoyne elected to hold his ground for the next sixteen days at Freeman’s farm.
On October 7, 1777, with supplies rapidly diminishing and no help coming from
the south, Burgoyne organized a reconnaissance-in-force made up of 1,500 men
with ten artillery pieces to test the American left flank. While Burgoyne did not
intend to fight, but rather survey and re-supply by foraging for grain, his troops
were met by a surprise attack by American forces at Barber’s Farm. The second
battle, referred to as the Battle of Bemis Heights, ended in an American victory
with an undermanned and out maneuvered British army having to retreat to

present day Schuylerville and Victory. **

Burgoyne and his troops took refuge in a fortified camp on the heights of
Saratoga, later referred to as Victory Woods. Shortly thereafter, an American
force of nearly 20,000 men surrounded the exhausted British army. Faced with
such overwhelming numbers, Burgoyne surrendered on October 17, 1777. By the
terms of the Convention of Saratoga, approximately 6,000 British troops marched
out of their entrenchments “with the Honors of War” and stacked their weapons

along the west bank of the Hudson River.

The American Victory at Saratoga was a major turning point in the war for
independence. Besides boosting the American morale, the surrender of
Burgoyne convinced France to enter into an alliance with the United States,
resulting in naval, military, and financial assistance. It was the beginning of the

end of the war for the British.

OWNERSHIP AND USE OF SWORD SURRENDER SITE AND SETTING LANDSCAPE

The Sword Surrender Site and Setting played an important role in the battles,
siege, and surrender of Saratoga in 1777. Leading up to the Battle of Freeman’s
Farm on September 19, 1777, General John Burgoyne led an army through the
study area via the Road to Albany and Hudson River. Both road and river were
used to transport the army’s vital supplies including food, baggage, and
ammunition. Following the Battle of Bemis Heights on October 7, 1777,
Burgoyne again passed through the Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape
along the Road to Albany as his army retreated northward to ‘old’ Saratoga

(Schuylerville and Victory)(Figures 1.5-1.7).

30



SITE HISTORY: MARCH TO ALBANY AND GENERAL BURGOYNE’S SURRENDER (1777)

While the study area’s role as an avenue of approach and retreat was important to
the outcome of the war, it is most noteworthy as the ceremonial location of
General Burgoyne’s formal surrender to General Gates. On October 17, 1777,
the day of the surrender, General Gates had Burgoyne to dinner in a large tent
within the study area, just north of the American Headquarters. After the British
and German soldiers piled and grounded their arms in a field north of Fish Creek
along the Hudson River, they formed into lines and marched to the point where
Gates and his staff were waiting in the tent. As the prisoners marched past,
Burgoyne ceremonially drew his sword and handed it to Gates (Figures 1.8-
1.10).

Accounts and Location of the Sword Surrender Ceremony

In the 1870s and 1930s, signs were placed in various locations along U.S. Route 4
indicating the site of the sword surrender ceremony. Realizing the
inconsistencies in marker locations, Francis Wilshin in 1941 wrote a report
entitled Junior Historical Technician’s Narrative Report for the Month of July,
1941. Its focus was to definitively locate the site of Burgoyne’s surrender through
primary and secondary accounts. Mr. Wilshin, a young National Park Service
historian, was transferred to Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania National Military
Park in March of 1942 before he was able to submit a complete study (Appendix
D).

In 1949, Saratoga National Historical Park historian Charles Snell completed a
report entitled Site of the Sword Surrender Ceremony at Schuylerville. His report
concluded that Mr. Wilshin’s report correctly placed the scene of the sword
surrender ceremony “on the small hill just west of the present river road at the
point where the road is intersected by the second road south of Fish Creek
coming into it from the west.” He also noted that the sign constructed by the

New York State Trust in the 1930s, was incorrectly placed. **

The following accounts are extracted from Francis Wilshin’s Junior Historical
Technician’s Narrative Report for the Month of July, 1941, highlighting the
approximate location of the ceremony within the context of the study area. The
detailed accounts are supported by a map with further detail provided in
Appendix D and E (Figure 1.11).

Ebenezer Mattoon [Matton], a soldier under General Horatio Gates, recounted

his observation during the ceremony (Figure 1.11):

Just before the island we passed the river, and came to Gen. Gates marquee, situated on
alevel piece of ground, from 130 to 150 rods [2,145 feet to 2,475 feet] south of
Schuyler’s (Fish) creek. A little south and west of this there is a rising ground, on which
our army was posted, in order to appear to the best advantage. A part of it was also
advantageously drawn upon the east side of the river. About noon on the 17th, Gen.
Burgoyne, with a number of his officers, rode up near the marquee, in front of which
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Gen. Gates was sitting, attending with many of his officers. The sides of the Marquee
were rolled up, so that what transacted might be seen.”

The distance as described by Mattoon is equivalent to approximately a half mile.
The direction of travel to the south upon rising ground suggests an increase in

elevation which is confirmed by another account by Henry Hallowell:

Burgoyne and his Generals Dined together with Gen. Gates on a small hill, there being
[an] awning taken from vessels place[d] like a marquee.36

According to the journal Samuel F. Merrick, the ceremonial location was south of
the Dutch Reformed Church:

Oct. 17. A day never to be forgotten by the American States. About Eleven O’clock
Gen. Burgoyne with a number of other officers rode out, escorted by sundry officers of
the Continental Army and a little south of the church was met by Gen. Gates ...>

In the work published in The Sexagenary: on Reminiscences of the American

Revolution, author John Becker wrote:

Near me there was an officer who was mounted and stationed a little higher up, and
stood ready to receive the British troops. As they approached the lines of our camp,
and were coming down the road to pass through them, our men were paraded, if I
remember right, opposite the place where they were to enter, and the moment they
stepped foot upon our line our drums and music struck up Yankee Doodle. At this
moment the two generals came out of the marquee together. The American
commander faced the road, and Burgoyne did the same, standing on his left. Not a
word was said by either, and for some minutes, to the best of my recollection, they
stood silently gazing on the scene before them.®

Given the primary and secondary accounts and multiple reports focused on the
ceremonys, it is presumed that the Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) was the
setting for the October 17, 1777 meeting that led to General John Burgoyne’s

formal surrender to General Horatio Gates.

SWORD SURRENDER SITE AND SETTING LANDSCAPE CHARACTER, 1777

During the Battles of Saratoga in 1777, the Sword Surrender Site and Setting
landscape served as an avenue of approach and retreat and later as the formal
ceremonial location of General Burgoyne’s surrender to General Gates. Physical
changes to the study area during this time period were minimal, but historic
military maps show the study area physically divided by the ridgeline and Road to
Albany. The Upland Area was a mosaic of fields and forest, yet cleared to an
extant permitting the observation of the sword surrender ceremony from a
distance. The Floodplain Area consisted of agricultural lands and according to
Catherine Schuyler, daughter of Colonel Schuyler, were very prosperous leading

up to the autumn battles:

Those who in winter engaged at the sawmills, were in the summer equally engaged in
the large and productive fishery... Flax was raised and dressed, and finally spun and
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made into linen there... The grounds extended to the brink of the flats extending for
three miles along the Hudson, whose overflow had fertilized it beyond the memory of
man. Here were the historic fields of grain that enriched the settlement.*

Thomas Anburey wrote the following scene of Saratoga as the British rested on

their way to Albany:

Upon our arrival at Saratoga, three companies of our regiment, one of which was that I
belong to, were posted in a small redoubt, close to the creek, ...This post was a small
square redoubt, constructed with logs breast high, and the only shelter afforded to the
troops was from those angles which faced the enemy, as the others were so exposed,
that we had several men killed and wounded in the redoubt by the rifle men who where
posted in trees.*’

A rudimentary road, later known as Evans Road, ran parallel to Fish Creek.
Besides a saw mill that existed outside the study boundary, the Old Dutch
Reformed Church (ca. 1760) and Fort Clinton Ruins (ca. 1749) were the only

features found in the Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape.
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Figure 1.5. “View of Gen. Burgoyne’s Encampment at Saratoga at the Time of his Surrender to the Americans.” View looking west
across Hudson River. Worm fence in foreground and log cabin. Hay is being harvested in the background near Schuyler’s house. The
study area is to the left (John Lambert, 1810).

Figure 1.6. “The left bank of the Hudson River three miles above Still Water , upon which the army under the command of
Lieutenant General Burgoyne took post on Sept. 20, 1777.” View looking west across the Hudson River. Cottages are near the banks
of the river and the land is cleared. A pontoon bridge is to the left and canoes are lining the banks. This view is just south of the

study area (William Lane, London 1789).

34



S1TE HISTORY: MARCH TO ALBANY AND GENERAL BURGOYNE’S SURRENDER

f e
5 5 ' . o A i m‘a
Figure 1.7. “PLAN of the POSITIONS which the ARMY under Lt. GENL BURGOYNE took at SARATOGA, on the 10th of September 1777,
and in which remained till THE CONVENTION was signed.” The Old Dutch Reformed Church is shown along the Road to Albany and
fields along the Hudson River floodplains. The Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) is within the red rectangle (William Faden, 1780).
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Figure 1.8. “John Trumbull’s painting Surrender at Saratoga c. 1817-1822.” The confluence of Fish Creek and the North River, where
the British left their arms, is shown in the distance, troops are shown crossing the creek and the meadows. The study for this
painting was completed within the study area in 1792. General Gates is in blue and General Burgoyne in red (United States Capitol
Rotunda. Commissioned 1817; purchased 1822; placed 1826).

Figure 1.9. “John Trumbull’s sketch of Marquee for his painting Surrender at Saratoga.” A quick sketch of the tent that would

prominently figure in Trumbull’s finished version of the surrender of General Burgoyne at Saratoga, New York (Fordham University
Collection).




S1TE HISTORY: MARCH TO ALBANY AND GENERAL BURGOYNE’S SURRENDER

Figure 1.10. “John Trumbull Sketch for Surrender at Saratoga 1791.” Sepia wash on cardboard. Inscribed in ink on back: “Saratoga-
seen from the rising ground nigh the Church, on which was Gen. Gates’ Marquee. - Sept. 28th 1791 J Trumbull.” Lower figure
digitally enhanced to distinguish the Old Dutch Reformed Church (Left of tree), Road to Albany (Right of church), Hudson River
(right), and Green Mountains of Vermont (Along horizon) (Fordham University).
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Figure 1.11. Distances accord-

ing to Primary and Secondary
Accounts related to the Sword
Surrender Site. On September
28th, 1949 Park Historian Charles
Snell measured the distance from
the bridge over Fish Creek of five
locations relevant to Burgoyne'’s
surrender. He accounted the fol-
lowing as marked on the map:

1). From the bridge across the
Fish Creek to the present New
York State Historical Marker, sup-
posedly marking the site of the
sword surrender ceremony, is .18 ek
of a mile. (950 feet) St
2). From the bridge across the
Fish Creek to the southernmost
boundary of the Schuyler Prop-
erty is .36 of a mile (1900 feet)

3). From the bridge across the Fish
Creek to the site of the Old Dutch
Reformed Church or Meeting
House is .38 of a mile (2050 feet)
4
4). From the bridge across the Fish
Creek to the old Traditional Site
of the Sword Surrender Ceremony
is .65 of a mile (3350 feet).

5). From the bridge across the
Fish Creek to the site now marked
by a New York State Historical

New York State Historical
1 « Marker marking the site of @
the Surrender Ceremony.

Southernmost boundary
2 « of Schuyler Property o

Traditional Site of ®
= the Sword Surrender
Ceremony

Site of Old Dutch
3 « Reformed Church

Marker as General Gates Head-
quarters from Oct. 10 to Oct. 15,
1777 is 1.36 miles (7180 feet)

A). Benson Lossing, “The place
where Gates and Bugoyne had
their first interview is about half
way between Fish Creek and
Gates Headquarters.”

B). Ebenezer Matton, “Gen. Gates,
marquee was situated on a level
piece of ground, from 130 to 150
rods south of Schuyler’s Creek
(2,145 tp 2475 feet south of Fish
Creek)”

Q). General Hoyt, “The right of
Gate's camp was about a mile
south of Fish Creek”

5.

New York State Historical
Marker of General Gates
Headquarters Oct. 10 to
Oct 15, 1777
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SITE HISTORY: POST BRITISH SURRENDER AT SARATOGA AND RURAL ECONOMY (1778-1877)

POST BRITISH SURRENDER AT SARATOGA AND THE RURAL
ECONOMY (1778-1877)

The post-Revolutionary War period within the Upper Hudson River Valley
region was marked by substantial improvements in agricultural production,
transportation systems, and industry. While the development of the Champlain
Canal, Whitehall Turnpike, brought prosperity to the Saratoga area, it also led to

the transformation of the Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape.

REGIONAL CHANGE AND DEVELOPMENT

In the years after the American Revolution, the Upper Hudson Valley region
flourished. Largely attributed to its close proximity to Albany, the Saratoga area
experienced population growth and increased agricultural production between
1790 and 1810, resulting in the formation of Saratoga County in 1791(Figure
1.12). Throughout the region, land was extensively cleared and cultivated. Most
farms were small family operations, averaging between 100 to 200 acres. Crops

grown in the area were mostly oats, Indian corn, rye and wheat.

Transportation changes also played a major role in the evolution of the regional
landscape. Inresponse to the ineffectiveness and poor quality of the road
systems, the Waterford and Whitehall Turnpike was incorporated in 1813.°
Shortly thereafter, the Whitehall Turnpike was built linking Whitehall, New York
with Waterford, New York. Constructed of logs or planks, the new turnpike
followed along the same corridor established by the Road to Albany.

Besides the establishment of turnpikes, another nineteenth century
transportation system that influenced development of the Upper Hudson River
Valley region was canals. As an advocate of inland navigation, Philip Schuyler
was influential in the formation of the Northern Inland Lock Navigation
Company in 1792. By 1794, an official survey was created by the Northern Inland
Lock Navigation Company of the Hudson River north of Albany and west along
the Mohawk River.”' However, it was not until 1817 that construction began on
the Champlain Canal. It was completed in 1823 (1.13-1.14). The canal

commissioner described the canal as:

The water in the canal is not to be less than thirty feet wide at the surface, twenty feet at
the bottom and three feet deep, and the locks to be seventy-five feet long and ten feet
wide in the clear... The towing-path was to be ten feet wide, except in deep cuttings
where it was to be twelve feet wide, and it was to be at an elevation of not less than two
or more than five feet above the water-surface. More than half of the land required for
the canal between Whitehall and Fort Edward was voluntarily ceded to the State.”
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Further population growth and industrial development occurred as a result of the
Whitehall Turnpike and Champlain Canal. In 1820 Saratoga County had a
population of 32,053. It later increased to 40,533 by 1840. > As a tribute to the
influential and prominent late Philip Schuyler, the community of Saratoga was
renamed Schuylerville in 1820. In 1828, Philip Schulyer’s grandson, Philip
Schuyler II, built the Horicon Mill (located on Fish Creek in the Village of
Victory) for the manufacturing of cotton goods. Soon after, the Saratoga Water
Power Company, later known as the Saratoga Victory Manufacturing Company,
constructed a three-story mill near the Horicon Mill in 1846. The company
brought with it an influx of employees and services, resulting in the incorporation
of the Village of Victory in 1849.”* Eventually, the highly productive Saratoga
Victory Manufacturing Company expanded their operations and bought the
Horicon Mill. According to Flake’s Bulletin:

One of the largest cotton mills in New York State is located at Schuylerville, Saratoga
County. They furnish employment for 550 hands, male and female, run 531 looms,

24,000 spindles, consume 2000 bales of cotton per year, turn out 5,980,400 yards of

manufactured material per year, and pay $104,000 per year in wages.S5

Between 1861 and 1865, progress within the Upper Hudson River Valley region
was halted with the outbreak of the American Civil War. Although battles were
never fought within the region, almost every individual was affected in some way.
Women assumed larger responsibilities in the workplace as many men were
absent in the armies, and children often found themselves growing up without

their parents or siblings.

By the end of the nineteenth century, the Upper Hudson River Valley region,
specifically the Saratoga area, hardly resembled the 1777 landscape.

OWNERSHIP AND USE OF SWORD SURRENDER SITE AND SETTING LANDSCAPE

With exception to the construction of the Whitehall Turnpike in 1813 and
removal of the Old Dutch Reformed Church in 1822, development within the
Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape was slow until after the construction
of the Champlain Canal in 1823. Once the canal was opened, industrial and
residential structures began to appear on Fish Creek, along the western boundary

of the study area.

Following the Financial Panic of 1837, likened to the Great Depression of the
1930s, additional growth occurred within the Sword Surrender Site and Setting
landscape. In 1837, Philip Schuyler II was forced to sell the majority of his real
estate, which included the lands encompassing the study area. On April 28 of that
year he conveyed his holdings to Jacob T.B. Van Vechten. This prompted the

map drawn by surveyor Harmon Van Alen. The map defined those holdings
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which included the Sword Surrender landscape as Lot No. 4(Figure 1.15).

Advertisements were later placed in local newspapers as described below:*

TO FARMERS. To lease upon shares, the HOMESTEAD FARM, occupied by Philip
Schuyler, in the town and county of Saratoga. None need apply but those who are
good Farmers, and can produce good recommendations. Also to Lease, a Blacksmith’s
shop, and a good stand for a Tavern, in Schuyler-ville, and a number of improved
Farms for sale, if applied for soon. Enquire of PHILIP SCHUYLER, on the premises
Saratoga, Dec. 4" 1823.”7

The property was eventually purchased by Teunis Van Vechten and later Thomas
Smith. By 1865, the original boundary of Lot No. 4 was subdivided into several
smaller lots and the Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) remained in five and
three-fourths acres of land. As shown in a canal survey completed in 1866, the
owner of the Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) was John Conners. Neighboring
Conners land to the north was Michael Gannon, to the east Hiram Cramer, to the
south Robert Losee, and to the west Barney and Oliver Hughes (Figure 1.16).
According to the Agricultural Census for 1866, Conners improved six acres of

land and cultivated three acres of potatoes.

By the late nineteenth century, the once heavily forested Sword Surrender Site
and Setting landscape was substantially cleared of vegetation. Manufacturing and
commerce in the Village of Victory spurred the development of residential
subdivisions and roads, and more lands were transferred into agricultural use.
The 1866 Beers Atlas map of the Village of Victory shows local roads and
buildings of the time and the subsequent development within the study area
(Figure 1.17).

SWORD SURRENDER SITE AND SETTING LANDSCAPE CHARACTER, 1877

Similar to the developments seen throughout the region, the Sword Surrender Site
and Setting landscape underwent dramatic changes between 1778 and 1877. By 1877,
the majority of forest within the study area was cleared and the growth from the
Village of Victory steadily transformed, a once rural landscape, into a residential
subdivision. Roads branched out from the Whitehall Turnpike and the Champlain
Canal ran directly through the Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape. The
majority of the study area was no longer owned by the Schuyler family. Within the
Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel), a house owned by John H. Chubb and a
Revolutionary War commemorative marker existed within the landscape. The Old
Dutch Reform Church no longer existed and the Floodplain Area remained under
cultivation. Although residential development started to negatively impact viewshed
areas, uninterrupted views of the Hudson River and surrounding countryside could

still be observed from within the study area.
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ENDNOTES

*% Act of incorporation of the Waterford and Whitehall Turnpike Company. An act to establish a turnpike road from the
village of Waterford through the town of Whitehall to Westhaven [with amendments of 1810 and 1814 New York (State)
Laws, statutes, etc.
; NYSM Western Inland Lock Navigation Company, Surveys of 1792, Facsimile Ed. 1992

Ibid.
>3 Nathanial B. Sylvester, History of Saratoga County, New York (reprint-Heart of the Lakes Publishing, Interlaken, NY,
1979) 131.
**New York State Department of Transportation, Cultural Resource Study
% General Summary, “Flake’s Bulletin” 12/03/1870 Vol. IX Iss 81 pg. 8
*% Van Alen Map of 1837 showing the holdings of the Schuyler family Within Lot No. 4 is the surrender site located south
of the Old Dutch Reformed Church site along the Whitehall Turnpike.
°7 Saratoga Sentinel, “Advertisement” 12/16/1823 Vol V. Iss. 31 p. 3
> New Topographical Atlas of Saratoga County, New York, from Actual Surveys by S. N. & D. G. Beers and assistants, was
published by Stone & Stewart, Philadelphia, in 1866
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Figure 1.12. Map of the State of New York Showing the Boundaries of Counties, 1802. Saratoga County was founded in 1791. The
boundary shown is marked by natural features-the Hudson River to the east and the Sacondaga River to the north. Sarahtoga [sic]
township is to the right of Saratoga Lake near the center of the map (Library of Congress, American Memory).
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Figure 1.13. Champlain Canal Survey, c.1820-1830. Canal Survey showing Road to Stillwater along the canal. A road branches off of the
Road to Stillwater and a structure is shown to the right. The ridgeline of the Upland Area is shown. Philip Schuyler has ownership of the
Floodplain Area with the Hudson River shown at the top of the figure (New York State Archives).

Figure 1.14. Benson Lossing’s view taken from turnpike and Champlain Canal looking south, 1850 (From Benson J. Lossing’s Pictorial
Fieldbook of the Revolution Vol I, 1851)
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Figure 1.15. Map of the Estate of Philip Schuyler, 1837. The Village of Schuylerville is shown to the north. The estate of Philip Schuyler
was divided into several lots with acreage marked. Lot No. 4 includes the majority of the study area (SARA).
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Figure 1.16. Champlain Canal Survey, Sheet #3, 1866. Canal Survey showing landowners and boundaries during 1866. The bridge over the
Champlain Canal is to the right and the Hudson River is at the top of the figure. The turnpike follows the canal and crosses Fish Creek to
the left. The property of John Conners is the Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) and Hiram Cramer is the Floodplain Area (New York State

Archives).

Figure 1.17. Beers Atlas of Victory, 1866. Map showing Victory Mills and Village Extension. The Champlain Canal is to the far right and
names are associated with houses. Shown near the road on the right side of the map, is the property with the name W. Green, who lived
on the OSI parcel c. 1863 (Appendix B) (New Topographical Atlas of Saratoga Co., New York, 1866).
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RURAL ECONOMY TO PRE-WORLD WAR Il (1877-1938)

The mid-nineteenth and early twentieth centuries were marked by significant
development in industry, agriculture, and transportation; the disappearance of
many Revolutionary War sites; and a renewed interest in patriotism and
nationalistic feelings. Collectively, these actions directly impacted the Upper

Hudson River Valley region and Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape.

REGIONAL CHANGE AND DEVELOPMENT

During the mid-nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, the Upper Hudson
River Valley region was in the midst of an industrial expansion, marked by
improvements in the industrial processes, growth of urban areas, and
transportation systems. As industries and factories grew in urban areas, more
people moved from farms to cities. Despite a decline in the farming sector,
agricultural production in the Upper Hudson River region grew to support the
rising population in the 1880s. The completion of the Fitchburg Railroad in 1882
and the Hudson Valley Railway in 1899 provided the means of transportation for

the many products grown or manufactured in the area (Figures 1.18 and 1.19).

Throughout World War I, agricultural production in the Upper Hudson River
Valley region thrived as international markets relied on domestic imports.
Farmers expanded their operations, enlarged fields and purchased additional
machinery. However, after the 1918 armistice, international demand for
agriculture decreased and many farmers were left with surpluses in produce and
unable to pay for equipment. For example, beginning in 1880, the number of
farms in Saratoga County was recorded at 4,471 with 461,446 acres and by 1930
only 2,417 farms with a total of 259,324 acres existed (Table 1.1)."°

Table 1.1: Agricultural Census (1880-1930)

Year Farms in Saratoga County
1880 4,471

1890 3,986

1900 3,805

1910 3,611

1920 N/A

1930 2,417

Industry also faced turbulent times following the war. The Village of Victory and
Schuylerville had seen their most prosperous times by 1925. By 1928, the Victory
Mills Branch of the American Manufacturing Company relocated to the southern
United States was inexpensive and raw materials were readily available. As a

result, the Village of Victory and Schuylerville were hit hard financially.”
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Improvements to the transportation systems in the early twentieth century had
both positive and negative implications within the region. Between 1905 and
1918, a new barge canal system was constructed to accommodate larger vessels.
The New York State Barge Canal, as it was later referred to, followed the river
channel and was equipped with large scale dams and locks (Figures 1.20-1.22).
The smaller Champlain Canal eventually was abandoned. While this new canal
system benefited most communities within the region, Schuylerville isolated itself
by electing against a docking station, this later proving to be a detriment to the

community.

In response to the poor conditions of roadways and proliferation of automobiles,
the Federal-Aid Highway acts of the 1920s and 1930s provided funding for road
improvements and created measures that led to the designation of the Whitehall
Turnpike as U.S. Route 4 by 1934.”

Parallel to the industrial, agricultural, and transportation related developments
seen throughout the Upper Hudson River Valley region, the period between 1877
and 1938 also witnessed the rise of the Saratoga battlefield commemoration
movement. By the mid-nineteenth century, the historic fabric associated with the
Revolutionary War was quickly disappearing within the Upper Hudson River
Valley. In 1856, the Saratoga Monument Association became the first
organization established to recognize and memorialize landmarks associated with
the American Revolution. Although the groups’ focus was not on preservation,
they were instrumental in securing land and funding for the Saratoga Monument,
a 155-foot obelisk erected to memorialize the Saratoga campaign of 1777."
Completed in 1877, the monument was located on a 2.8-acre parcel in the Village

of Victory.

In 1880, Ellen Hardin Walworth proposed marking historically important sites
on the battlefield with plaques and small monuments. Shortly thereafter, the
Saratoga Monument Association Committee was established and began erecting
tablets and monuments throughout the battlefield. Between 1888 and 1938,
other organizations, including New York State, added several other markers

within the battlefield and throughout the region.”

The combined efforts of the patriotic societies and organizations during this
period, ultimately led to the Saratoga Battlefield becoming a New York State
Historic Park in 1927.°
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OWNERSHIP AND USE OF SWORD SURRENDER SITE AND SETTING LANDSCAPE

Increased economic and agricultural development in the late 1880s stimulated
the local economy, resulting in growth and the construction of additional
transportation systems within the Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape
(Figures 1.23-1.24).

By the end of the nineteenth century, the success of manufacturing and
commerce within the Village of victory and Schuylerville resulted in increased
residential development in the Upland Area and the introduction of the Hudson
Valley Electric Railroad. The railway ran parallel to the Whitehall Turnpike and

consisted of a one car trolley powered by an overhead electrical wire.

In 1880, John H. Chubb had purchased the Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) lot
from John Conners and subsequently divided it into two parcels. While Chubb
retained the majority of the property, including the house, he sold the remaining
portion to Emma Woodcock in 1883. Although the date of construction is
unknown, Emma had a house built on the parcel in the 1880s. Following the
death of John H. Chubb in 1896, his wife sold the Sword Surrender Site (OSI
Parcel) lot to George Hathaway. George Hathaway later sold the parcel to Polie
E. Germain in 1921(Figures 1.25-1.27) (refer to Appendix B for deeds).

As part of the commemoration of Saratoga’s Revolutionary War sites, a cast iron
marker was installed between 1877 and 1910. Located at the intersection of
Schuyler Street and U. S. Route 4, the sign denoted the ceremonial location of

General Burgoyne’s surrender to General Gates (Figure 1.28).

By 1918, development within the Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape had
ceased. The Victory Mill was closed and the efforts were underway to use the
abandoned Champlain Canal as a fishery. George D. Pratt, state conservation
commissioner, supported a program that would convert the canal to raise fish
that included black bass, calico bass, bream, catfish, and yellow perch. The

program was described in a newspaper article:

The abandoned Champlain canal running south from the village of Schuylerville for
three miles is to be dammed and then filled by gravity for the Hudson River by an old
feeder. The last legislature provided $10,000 to prepare the ponds and removed the
last obstacle to the plans of the conservation commission. In preparing the selections
to be used as ponds the only thing to be done is to make the canal operation smooth
enough to allow the operation of a seine [net]. Not more than six feet of water will be

required and in most instanced the ponds will be filled only from spring to fall.””

In the 1920s, the improvements were made to the Whitehall Turnpike, later
referred to as U.S. Route 4. Within the study area, islands were created at the
intersections of Schuyler and Evan Streets. Shortly after work was completed on
U.S. Route 4, the Hudson River Electric Railroad was abandoned.
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SWORD SURRENDER SITE AND SETTING LANDSCAPE CHARACTER, 1938

By 1938, development within and adjoining the Sword Surrender Site and Setting
landscape had slowed substantially. The bustling of industry in the Village of
Victory had ceased, and homes within the Village Extension site were no longer
being built. With exception to the agricultural lands along the floodplain, many
fields were fallow or well into the early stages of succession back to woodland.
Remnants of the Champlain Canal could still be seen, but encroaching vegetation
made this difficult. Within the Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel), the Germain
family owned approximately nineteen acres of land including the house fronting
Schuyler Street and agricultural outbuildings. Cora Allen resided in the house
adjoining the Germain property located along U.S. Route 4. Beginning at
Schuyler Street, the eroded road trace extended through the Sword Surrender
Site (OSI Parcel) and joined U.S. Route 4 just south of the Allen property.
Additional features found within the Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) included

the commemorative marker and stone steps.

ENDNOTES

" Federal Census, Federal Census Statistics of Agriculture, 1880 (Statistics of Agriculture, 1930).
n Victory Specialty Packaging Inc., 1 0" Anniversary Pamphlet, 1993; quoted by Christopher Stevens, Cultural Landscape
Report and Archeological Assessment for Victory Woods (Boston, MA: National Park Service, 2007) 88.
2 Town Historian Woods, website
7 “New Along the Road” New York Times (1857-Current file); Sep 23, 1934; ProQuest Historical Newspapers The New
York Times pg. XX8.
™ National Park Service, General Management Plan, Saratoga National Park (Washington, D.C: U.S. Department of the
Interior, 2004) 97.
7 The State Historic Marker Program began in 1926 as a program of the State Education Department to commemorate the
Sesquicentennial of the American Revolution. Over 2,800 of the small, cast iron site markers were erected statewide
%uring the duration of this program (1926-1939).

Ibid
" The Duluth News Tribune Volume 50. No. 42,22 June 1918, p8.
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On the right is the surrender marker, intersection of Schuyler
Street and Whitehall Turnpike (U.S. Route 4) and Cora B. Allen House. To the left is Bridge No. 58, the Champlain Canal, and Hudson
Valley Railroad tracks (SARA).

Figure 1.18. Men In Car, looking south along the turnpike, ca. 1910-1915.
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Electric Railroad, 1899. Survey conducted for the
placement of what would be later known as the Hudson
Valley Electric Railroad. Starting at Fish Creek on the

left, the survey places landowners within property
boundaries. On the right, “Chubbs Hill Road” (Schuyler
Street) is shown along the property of George Hathaway.
Note: The fence line is marked across George Hathaway's
property shown above. Also bridge no. 58 is marked
(Town Historian Office in Ballston Spa.)
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Figure 1.20. Champlain Canal Survey 1917. Detailed survey of the Champlain Canal showing property
lines and land owners. The survey identifies the tablet marker of Burgoyne’s Surrender, Bridge No.
58, Hudson Valley Railroad, and location of structures. The surrender marker is shown at the eastern
section of the George Hathaway property (SARA).
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Figure 1.21. New York State Canals, Champlain Canal Survey, 1926. Figure is taken from a larger map from the 1920s survey of
canals showing Schuylerville and waterway by the U.S. Army Engineers. Property lines and roads are shown with dashed lines.
Note: The Floodplain Area is divided into five sections (NOAA Historic Map and Chart Project).
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Figure 1.22. General view up the Hudson Valley, Schuylerville, New York, ca. 1900-1915. View near Schuylerville of the tow path and
open fields. In the foreground is the trolley line and near the horizon on the left is a bridge over the canal.
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Figure 1.23. Birds-eye view of Saratoga and Vicinity, 1880. The map is numbered calling out points of interest. 1: Surrender of Burgoyne’s
Sword, 2: Gen Gate’s Army, along ridge line. Note: the Champlain Canal, the bridge over the canal, the spring under the culvert and
road, location of fence, and the marker in the front yard of the house (Nathaniel Bartlett Sylvester, History of Saratoga County, New York
1880).
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Figure 1.24. Birds-eye view of Victory Mills, 1880. The Village of Victory and Village Extension (shown in detail). Schuyler Street,
Lafayette Street, Evans Street, Hill Street, and an unknown street are marked by author (Saratoga County Historian’s Office).
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Figure 1.25. Enhanced negative. View of George Hathaway house (Germain house) property c. 1920s. To the left is the intersection of
Chubbs Hill Road (Schuyler Street) and the Whitehall Turnpike (US Route 4). Open fields in front of the house depict it as agriculture.
There is no sign of trolley tracks and the size of the negative suggest pre-1900 (SARA).

Figure 1.26. Enhanced negative, view south along turnpike with open field, ca. 1920s. View looking south along Champlain Canal.
Note: The open fields and the Whitehall Turnpike (U.S. Route 4) The pole to the right is across from the intersection of Chubbs Hill
Road (Schuyler Street) and the Turnpike (SARA).
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Figure 1.27. Enhanced negative, view of intersection of Chubbs Hill Road (Schuyler Street) and Whitehall Turnpike (U.S. Route 4)
ca. 1920s. The Allen House (Hartloff Residence) and agricultural outbuildings are in the background with a man standing near the
surrender marker. To the man’s right is the Germain House driveway (SARA).

Figure 1.28. The Spot Where
Burgoyne Surrendered His
Sword to Gates,1910. Shown
in the figure is the current
marker on the property that
reads “Here Gen. Burgoyne
surrendered his sword to Gen
Gates Oct, 7, 1777.” Shown in
photograph is Schuyler Street
and fields just north of the
property. In the background
apple trees are shown. (The
Real American Romance: The
Stars and Stripes, The Age

of Independence 1763-1783.
1910)
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SITE HISTORY: PREWORLD WAR II TO THE PRESENT (1938-2008)

PRE-WORLD WAR Il TO THE PRESENT (1938-2008)

The period between 1938 and the present fundamentally altered the Sword
Surrender Site and setting landscape. Population growth, facilitated by
construction of Interstate 87 (the Northway), along with a decline in agriculture,
fueled the conversion of farmland to residential use. While the study area
remains rural in character, historic and natural resources, as well as views to the

Hudson River, have become increasingly threatened.

REGIONAL CHANGE AND DEVELOPMENT

Saratoga Battlefield received national recognition when it was authorized by the
United States Congress in 1938 to become part of the National Park system. It

was later designated in 1948 as Saratoga National Historical Park.

By the late 1930s, the Roosevelt administration had created numerous New Deal
initiatives to help the troubled agricultural economy. Although programs
including the Agricultural Adjustment Administration (AAA), the Farm Security
Administration (FSA), and Rural Electrification Administration (REA), were
successful in improving agricultural life in the Upper Hudson Valley Region, new
challenges arose at the end of World War II.

Technological innovations, such as the introduction of gasoline and electric
machinery and the widespread use of pesticides and fertilizers, produced large
gains in agricultural productivity during the postwar period. Farming eventually
became highly mechanized, requiring the labor of only a small number people.

As aresult, small family farms found it increasingly difficult to compete, and more
farmers left the land and the number of people employed in agriculture began to
decline. For example, in 1940 the number of farms in Saratoga County totaled

2,591. By 1969, the number of farms in operation declined to only 595.7

Besides a decrease in small, diversified farms after World War II, a high demand
for housing and improvements to the transportation infrastructure greatly altered
the agrarian landscape of the Upper Hudson River Valley region, specifically
Saratoga County. The housing boom was stimulated in part by the Servicemen’s
Readjustment Act of 1944 (referred to as the G.I. Bill), which provided returning
members of the military easily affordable mortgages, and the Federal-Aid
Highway Act of 1944, which led to the creation of the Interstate Highway System
and provided funding for secondary road improvements. "’ It was these Federal
programs among others, as well as the increase in automobile traffic that led to
the construction of Interstate 87 (the Northway) and the increased development

of single-family housing in Saratoga County after 1945.
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With the fear of losing historically significant lands to residential and commercial
development, the National Park Service began acquiring additional properties
after 1949, which consisted of a twenty-six acre portion of the Schuyler Estate in
1950 and a twenty-three acre tract in the village of Victory in 1974. The Saratoga
Monument, previously administered by New York State, was deeded to the
National Park Service in 1980.

Since the 1950s, the conversion of farmland to residential and other uses has
greatly changed the rural character of the Upper Hudson River Valley region.
According to the 2002 Comprehensive Plan for the Town of Saratoga:

Land use in the Town [of Saratoga] is now characterized as predominantly residential.
Although, characteristically a rural-agricultural community, residential land use now
comprises a majority of the land area in the Town [of Saratoga]. Although general
stable, agricultural land use has experienced some conversion to residential
development in recent years.

The density of housing development is more concentrated in the two village settings
[Schuylerville and Victory]. Lot sizes are smaller, reflecting the availability of
municipal services and a clustered development pattern in close proximity to business,
services, and institutional type uses such as schools.®

Despite the loss of farmland, the Upper Hudson River Valley, specifically
Saratoga County, remains an agricultural region focused on milk production,
general farming, and apple growing. *' However, as population increases, historic

resources and the natural environment have become threatened.

OWNERSHIP AND USE OF SWORD SURRENDER SITE AND SETTING LANDSCAPE

Similar to the national and regional trends of the mid-twentieth century, the
Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape witnessed an increase in residential
development in the late 1930s and 1940s, with the majority of growth taking place
within the Upland Area. As shown in a 1948 aerial photograph, growth occurred
along Evans/Haas and Schuyler Streets (Figure 1.36).

In the 1930s, the Germain family made improvements to the house, constructing
an addition on the south elevation and a garage along the west elevation. During
this period various ornamental shrubs and perennials were planted throughout
the Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) and along the foundation. Photographs
from mid-twentieth century show an orchard, small garden with trellis for grapes
and a road used to access farm buildings located on the property to the west as
seen from the photograph (Figure 1.37 & Figure 1.38). Having purchased
additional acreage in the 1920s, the Germians’ continued agricultural activities
throughout the mid-twentieth century but was confined to the fourteen-acre
“pasture lot” (Figure 1.29-1.32).
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In 1955, U.S. Route 4 was improved, altering the Sword Surrender Site (OSI
Parcel). As shown in 1950s engineering drawings, the islands at the intersections
of Schuyler and Evens Streets were removed and the road bed was widened
(Figures 1.33-1.35).

With exception to the Floodplain Area, agricultural production within the Sword
Surrender Site and Setting landscape diminished after 1950s. Based on 1948,
1960, 1968, and 1980 aerial photographs, fields were abandoned and are now in
the early stages of succession, including the “pasture lot” within the Sword
Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) (Figures 1.36-1.40). The abandoned Champlain
Canal became overgrown with vegetation and a gravel road was built in the

previous location of the old Bridge No. 58.

Following a fire that damaged their house, the Germain family sold the nineteen-

acre parcel to the Open Space Institute (OSI) in 2006.

SWORD SURRENDER SITE AND SETTING LANDSCAPE CHARACTER, 2008

By 2008, the Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape appeared much
different from 1938. The remaining agricultural land in the Upland Area was
either converted into subdivisions or in the early stages of reclamation and
approximately one-third of the existing housing stock was built after 1938. The
vehicular systems consisted of one collector road and four local roads. The

vegetation was a mix of successional forests, residential lawns, and shrubland.

The Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) was under the ownership of the Open
Space Institute. Similar to the surrounding area, the majority of the Sword
Surrender Site was in the process of reclamation. Four large historic maples lined
Schuyler Street and various ornamental plants are found along the house
foundation. The historic Germain house was abandoned and remnants of
outbuildings were still visible, but overgrown with vegetation. The adjacent
property, which includes the Allen House, was now owned by William Hartloff.
Circulation within the Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) included two access
points that began at Schuyler Street and ended near the previous location of the

outbuildings.

The Floodplain Area remained relatively intact since 1938. While the majority of
the landscape was comprised of agricultural fields, the remaining acreage

included wetlands and the abandoned Champlain Canal.

Two commemorative signs could still be found within the Sword Surrender Site
and setting landscape in 2008. A New York State marker denoting the existence

of three forts in the area was located along US Route 4 and a cast iron sign
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identifying the site of General Burgoyne’s Sword Surrender was found on the
west side of US Route 4 with the Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel).

For a more detailed description of the condition of the Sword Surrender Site and

Setting landscape in 2008, refer to the Existing Conditions chapter of this report.

ENDNOTES

™ New York Agricultural Statistics Service, Saratoga County Farm Statistics, 2003.
™ Walter W. Wilcox, The Farmer in the Second World War (ISCP:1947) p.6

81 A Group, Town of Saratoga 2002 Comprehensive Land Use Plan, 2002.

81 LLH. Bailey, Cyclopedia of American Agriculture, 1907.
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Figure 1.29. Allen House, ca. 1930. View of the western elevation of the Allen House (Courtesy William Hartloff and Darlene Duggan).

Figure 1.30. Allen House, ca. 1930. View of the southern elevation of the Allen House (Courtesy William Hartloff and Darlene Duggan).
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Figure 1.31. Aerial Photograph of Germain and Allen property c. 1950. Photographed by Henry DeWolf inventory number 572-380.
The abandoned Champlain Canal is shown at the lower left corner of the image. The agricultural outbuildings/barns are located on

the Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) where the driveway is connected to Schuyler Street and U.S. Route 4. The fields are lined with
barbed wire fencing (Courtesy of William Hartloff and Darlene Duggan).
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Figure 1.33. New York

Department of Transportation

U.S. Route 4 alteration plans,
1955. (1 of 3) The intersection
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the map (NYDOT).

71



CULTURAL LANDSCAPE INVENTORY FOR SWORD SURRENDER SITE AND SETTING

S . c
..m... g 8 : o 4 S
s & e g £ € o ¢
T o o £ + O <£
) “w = < - o B ¥ 3 o
c £ T 5 =
x Qo o = 9 o - o g
= w QO & > c 0 L 5 © 5 .
S cs e 33 v g 0l [
> @ ® = £ 0 g 3= € E 3
E 5 2308 o a8
s 2FcCugzgs3eEes
o © ', T o [ = <
Z . e s 82t 2835%5%¥E
g £ 4 O T 0 > v o Y S ~
m o o ...m e c vV g e 0o T ¥
- £ 3 c ® o= ¢ % c & 87T
s 0 N ~ £ 0 68 «w - 9 T €
s E2 8 sps28sE 28RS
5 © *in O 9 o ¥ g o O c B
S o MF 95 o &% < S c ¢
DO G 50 5 @ 9 3 6 2
L O D« Own k- v oz = 0 o
B WYT 25 M Sperdd 0y
IW - - - g e MAVED FWHLRIT PG MOV .lwf
e Jw_}u y
e —] .
L
na
-~ . - s e b e
_ _ _ PP ..rw ﬁ e B A
3 < B ;S LF.M Jo L= % HE - 24 pes Lepved Wﬂh%d?-ﬁ s ssd =33 F:1id Fill [T g g Lzd *
= 3 & - Fli o =
; R Rk 5 % Ik 'k 3 I'E : Y
5 " [&
:
s ofos 74
e
IL Lo F & sur SpEaE ] g
PRYTITLS A
A PTETE e N
. s
@
L
s
af ..._um AP e
Fi ware e
a i B
' e @
o h¢L
—_— ,lu.. va.ww.... i
—— ||||-|||rfﬂ.=.||f||-||b.._...w~.. %«.
5 oy
e a__«..,.atwﬂ
. . .k.t_..qmma.p. FIEG oy . e £
.J...ma.neﬂ.wwu&u ;wm\e:n . ) TEOtIE @ gy L4 . Gt
: ¥ 7 3
- A\u m_x.nm.m. Cart k.
ST TR, P ] z ) m_._w..u.mw_._a 3 w“w..._.\__.w.- \ A
i #E St 1 g1 A e
EF | i | bt [rowea] aw ]| 7 B B z.“._ww.&_.. um‘.ﬂ...“..t w U3 A.«.% w2l B2 u‘fm\wﬂwa 4
wermg| x| asgy [PTOS o7 i “r ¥ ’ @ ‘aatscT 0, 24 T
eeeay| sxm | wpen)| Hﬁhrﬁ\muk J*Mhm_%__ &._“«u-w.-._ §7 SR ».uwo.nmoa
I L
1-66 ‘HSV'd =

72



SttE HisTorRY: PREWORLD WAR II TO THE PRESENT

T AN A R LA ST

n.rwu,n_ A7 _ .»ﬁ_
Fenua G| i Iy | vozty

. n..llll
e IJIJIlu.-.lrl.I e —
A F Ry T e RS e

T Frsirp e pdrishg

————

Figure 1.35. New York

Department of Transportation

US Route 4 alteration plans,
1955 (3 of 3). The southern

section of the Sword

Surrender Site (OSI Parcel)

with the spring culvert shown

62 | or | & [Para] an ] 7
¥ O FOET A AT
il = IS

near the top of the drawing

(NYDOT)

73



CULTURAL LANDSCAPE INVENTORY FOR SWORD SURRENDER SITE AND SETTING

Figure 1.36. Aerial Photograph, 1948. Note: The land use is predominately farmland along U.S. Route 4 and Evans Street, as well as

the Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) (Saratoga County Farm Service Office).
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Figure 1.37. Aerial Photograph, 1960. The intersections of Schuyler Street and U.S. Route 4 have been straightened and the farmland

is still prominent (Saratoga County Farm Service Office).
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Figure 1.38. Aerial Photograph 1968. The fields are in the early stages of recession. The land within the Sword Surrender Site (OSI
Parcel) is still open in character (Saratoga County Farm Service Office)
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Figure 1.39. Aerial Photograph, 1980. The Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) is in the early stages of recession (SARA).

77



CULTURAL LANDSCAPE INVENTORY FOR SWORD SURRENDER SITE AND SETTING

il

3

Figure 1.40. Aerial Photograph, 2000. The majority of land is now in recession. The farm access road can be seen along the center
of the Floodplain Area traveling northward (SARA).
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EXISTING CONDITIONS

This section describes the existing conditions of the Sword Surrender Site and
Setting. It is structured by providing an overview of the regional context
identifying landscape characteristics that represent the natural and cultural
processes and features that define the significance of this cultural landscape. The
essential characteristics to be discussed include natural systems and topography,
circulation, land use, vegetation, building and settlement patterns, views and
vistas, small scale features, and archeological sites. The narrative is supported by

an existing conditions plan.

REGIONAL CONTEXT

The Upper Hudson River Valley is located between the Adirondack Mountains
of New York and the Green Mountains of Vermont and has a varied landscape of
gorges, bluffs, floodplain, and ridges. Located in the natural region of the
Appalachian Provinces of eastern New York State within Saratoga County, in the
Town of Saratoga, the Sword Surrender Site and Setting or “study area” occupies
land fronting the Hudson River. The study area is part of the Town of Saratoga, a
rural township, which is a community of approximately 5,141 residents within
thirty square miles. Within a half mile of the study area to the north and west are
the Village of Schuylerville and Victory each home to a population of 1,197 and

544 residents, respectively.

SWORD SURRENDER SITE AND SETTING LANDSCAPE

The study area of the Sword Surrender Site and Setting is largely defined by
natural systems and topography. To the west is Fish Creek and the Village of
Victory, to the east is the Hudson River, and to the south are multiple residences
along with a spring (Figure 2.0). The study area is divided by into two sections by
U.S. Route 4. These two sections will be categorized to the east as the
“Floodplain Area” and to the west as the “Upland Area.” The Upland Area is
further divided into the “Village Extension” (as it is referred to for its close
proximity to the Village of Victory) and the “Sword Surrender Site” (OSI Parcel).
The Village Extension makes up 54 acres of the study area while the Sword
Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) consists of 19 acres. On the east side of the study

area, the Floodplain Area contains approximately 97 acres.”*
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UPLAND AREA

The Upland Area, including the Village Extension and Sword Surrender Site (OSI
Parcel) is located on the west side of U.S. Route 4. The land rises sharply from
the floodplains along the eastern boundary to Lafayette Street, changing in
elevation by approximately thirty-five feet. The area is largely a residential
landscape with scatterings of abandoned fields, forest, and transitional shrubland
(Figure 2.0).

Village Extension

Within the Upland Area, the Village Extension is bound on the north and west by
Evans (Haas) Street, and U.S. Route 4 and Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel)
along the eastern and southern boundaries. The Hartloff property (adjacent to

the Sword Surrender Site) is included as part of the Village Extension.

The Village Extension is a 54-acre area consisting of mostly residential buildings
constructed prior to 1940 (Refer to Appendix B for detailed information). The
vegetation is a mix of old growth successional forests (Northern Red Oak,
Quercus rubra, Red Maple, Acer rubrum, birch species, Betula spp., and Eastern
White Pine, Pinus strobes) reclaimed old farming fields (Orchard grass, Dactylis
glomerata, Timothy, Phleum pratense, fescue species, Festuca spp., goldenrod
species, Solidago spp., and herbaceous vegetation), residential lawns, and shrub
land (Autumn-olive, Elaeagnus umbellate, Gray Dogwood, Cornus racemosa,
multiflora rose, Rosa multiflora Eastern Red-cedar, Juniperus virginiana
shrubland)(Figure 2.1).

The circulation system of the Village Extension area consists of one collector
road and four local roads. U.S. Route 4 physically divides the Floodplain and
Upland Areas. Within the Village Extension are Schuyler Street, Hill Street,
Evans (Haas) Street, and Lafayette Street. Both Schuyler and Hill Streets run east
to west while Lafayette Streets run north to south. Schuyler Street connects
Evans Street to U.S. Route 4 by descending a steep incline from the western
approach. Evans (Haas) Street runs along the border of the study areain a
northeasterly direction connecting to U.S. Route 4 below the bridge to Victory, at

the point the name changes to Haas Street (Figure 2.0).

The existing dense vegetation growing within the old Champlain Canal prism
blocks views to the east towards the Hudson River. Views to the west of Fish
Creek and the Village of Victory are visible, but are compromised by vegetative
growth. To the north, views to the Old Dutch Reformed Church site and U.S.

Route 4 are intact yet vulnerable (Drawing 2.0).
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Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel)

The nineteen-acre Sword Surrender Site is bound on the north by Schuyler
Street, to the east by U.S. Route 4, and to the south and east by private residences.
The property is currently owned by the Open Space Institute and is accessible to

the public as open space.

Within the six-acre northern portion of the Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel),
the residential landscape is relatively flat and consists of lawn, ornamental
plantings, and four mature maple trees lining Schuyler Street. The thirteen-acre
southern portion, historically agricultural pasture land, is now in the process of
succession into woodland. A large ravine and spring are both found within the
southern portion of the site. The spring flows in a northeasterly direction,
passing through a culvert under U.S. Route 4 before emptying into the old

Champlain Canal prism.

Two access points currently enter the Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) via
Schuyler Street. An eroded road trace, located along the eastern boundary, was
once connected to U.S. Route 4 through the adjoining property to the east. Based
on historic military and current topographic maps, the road trace may have been
part of the historic Road to Albany (Figure 3.0). A driveway, constructed in the
twentieth century, passes through the site along the western boundary before
connecting to the road trace. Both circulation routes terminate in the location of

agricultural outbuilding foundations.

Buildings and structures found within the Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) are
limited to a vacant fire damaged building, previously owned by the Germain

family, and associated agricultural outbuilding foundations.

The elevated location of the Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) allows for broad
views and vistas of the surrounding area. To the north and east, limited views can
be obtained of the Hudson River and abandoned Champlain Canal. Views south
are limited by vegetation growth and to the west are obstructed by a large

building atop a steep change in elevation.

A cast iron sign, constructed between 1877 and 1910, denotes the ceremonial
location of General Burgoyne’s surrender to General Gates. The sign reads,
“Here Gen. Burgoyne Surrendered His Sword To Gen. Gates, Oct, 17, 1777.”
Several stone steps are located on the north section of the property that once led

to the entrance of the house.

81



CULTURAL LANDSCAPE INVENTORY FOR SWORD SURRENDER SITE AND SETTING

FLOODPLAIN AREA

The topography of the Floodplain Area is relatively flat and is bound on the west
by U.S. Route 4 and to the east by the Hudson River. The area encompasses
approximately ninety-seven acres of land with twenty-five acres classified as
wetland. Agricultural fields comprise roughly forty-five acres of agricultural
restricted land while the remaining acreage includes the heavily wooded
abandoned Champlain Canal. Plant species found within the Floodplain Area
include Silver Maple (Acer saccharinum), Sensitive Fern (Onoclea sensibilis), and

Small-spike False Nettle (Boehmeria cylindrical) (Figure 2.1).

A gravel farm access road from U.S. Route 4 travels east and crosses the old
Champlain Canal bed and then proceeds north as it crosses a canal outlet that

empties into the Hudson River.

Although there are no visible signs of current buildings or structures, these
floodplain fields were contested territory during the French and Indian Wars
(1689-1763). The locations of certain fortifications remain uncertain, but most

likely existed near the river in the Floodplain Area.

The view east of the Hudson is significant to the setting and is largely
unobstructed. The view of the Village Extension is limited by the steep
topography associated with the Upland Area.

A New York State Historical Marker references three forts in the area including
Fort Vroman [Vrooman] (1689), Fort Saratoga (1702), and Fort Clinton (1746).
There is potential for French and Indian War forts to exist in some capacity in the
Floodplain Area. This requires further investigation a professional archeologist
(Drawing 2.0).

ENDNOTES

 Measurements taken from online GIS application of the Town of Saratoga Tax Parcels.
http://www.maphost.com/saratoga/select_map.asp
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ANALYSIS AND EVALUATION

ANALYSIS AND EVALUATION

This section provides an overview of the historical significance of the Sword
Surrender Site and Setting landscape, describes the characteristics and features
that contribute to the significance of the landscape, and evaluates the integrity of
the historic landscape. This analysis and evaluation is based on the criteria
developed by the National Register of Historic Places. According to the National
Register, historic significance may be present in districts, sites, buildings,
structures, and objects that possess integrity of location, design, materials,
workmanship, feeling, and association which meet at least one of the following

criteria:

A. That are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to
the broad patterns of history; or

B. That are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or

C. That embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic
values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose
components may lack individual distinction; or

D. That have yielded or may be likely to yield information in prehistory or
history.

ANALYSIS OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape is eligible for listing in the
National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A within the contexts
American Revolution (Autumn 1777) and Commemoration and Memorialization
(1877-1938). The periods of significance are October 17, 1777, and 1877 to 1938.

The old Champlain Canal, a portion of which passes through the Sword
Surrender Site and Setting landscape, is individually listed on the National
Register as a district under Criteria A, C, and D. It has a separate history and

period of significance, which begins in 1823 and extends to ca. 1917.

After further investigation by qualified professionals, the study area may yield
additional significance under Criterion D, Archeology, for its potential to reveal
significant information regarding the French and Indian (1689-1763) and
Revolutionary War periods, as well as Native American occupation and use
dating to the Middle and Late Archaic periods (8000 B.P.-1609).
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE

American Revolution (1777)

The Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape is primarily significant under
Criterion A for its association with the American Revolution and the decisive role
the area played in the battles, siege, and surrender of Saratoga in 1777. The site
also derives significance under Criterion D, archeology, for its potential to reveal

significant information regarding the Revolutionary War period.

Leading up to the Battle of Freeman’s Farm on September 19, 1777, British
Lieutenant General John Burgoyne led an army south from Canada, passing
through the study area along the Hudson River and the Road to Albany. Since it
was nearly impossible for large ships to portage between Lakes Champlain and
George, Burgoyne relied on the Hudson River and Road to Albany for the
transportation of the army’s vital supplies which included food, supplies,

baggage, and ammunition.

Following the Battle of Bemis Heights on October 7, 1777, British and American
forces passed through the study area via the Road to Albany, as Burgoyne’s army
retreated northward to ‘old’ Saratoga (Schuylerville and Victory) encompassing
Victory Woods and the Saratoga Monument site for their final encampment and
defenses. After seven days of being surrounded by American forces, Burgoyne

and an exhausted British Army surrendered on the morning of October 17, 1777.

On the day of the surrender, General Gates hosted Burgoyne to a meal in a large
tent within the study area, just north of the American Headquarters. After the
army of Burgoyne piled and grounded their arms in a field north of Fish Creek
along the Hudson River, they formed into lines and marched to the point where
Gates and his staff were waiting. As the prisoners marched past, Burgoyne

ceremonially drew his sword and offered it to Gates.”

Commemoration and Memorialization (1877-1938)

The Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape is significant under Criterion A,
for association with broad patterns in United States history, as an early and
important example of Revolutionary War commemoration between 1877 and
1938. While planning began before the American Civil War, commemoration
and memorialization of Saratoga’s Revolutionary War sites came to fruition
during the 1877 battle centennial, when construction of the Saratoga Monument
began. With the rise of the battlefield commemoration movement, many
patriotic societies, and organizations were formed during the late nineteenth and
early twentieth century which included the Daughters of the American
Revolution (DAR), Sons of the American Revolution (SAR), and Saratoga

88



ANALYSIS AND EVALUATION

Battlefield Association. These organizations, as well as local historical societies,
civic groups, politicians, and philanthropists, worked together and added several
battlefield monuments and markers throughout Saratoga County between 1888
and 1927. During the period of New York State management of Saratoga
Battlefield (1927-1938), additional monuments, cast iron markers, and
reconstructed period buildings were added to the area. These efforts ultimately

led to the establishment of Saratoga National Historical Park in 1938.%

A cast iron marker sign, installed between 1877 and 1910 during the
commemoration movement, is located within the study area denoting the
traditional location of General Burgoyne’s surrender to General Gates. The dark
blue sign with yellow lettering reads, “Here Gen. Burgoyne surrendered his
sword to Gen. Gates, Oct, 17, 1777.” It is found within the Upland Area portion
of the study area in the northeast portion of the Sword Surrender Site (OSI
Parcel) along U.S. Route 4.

Canal Transportation (1823-ca.1917)

Located within the Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape, the old
Champlain Canal was individually listed on the National Register on September
1, 1976 as a district under Criteria A, C, and D for its association with agricultural,
commercial, and industrial growth of New York State; the design and
construction of its infrastructure; and its for its archeological potential to reveal

significant information regarding the canal transportation period.

The portions of the canal that pass through the study area were active from 1823
to ca.1917, which is the documented period of significance. The development of
the canal along the Hudson River is an integral part of the general trends that
shaped the land use and settlement of the Saratoga area.”’ Within the boundaries
of the study area, the prism of the canal is extant yet covered with small trees and
shrubs and some areas were widened in the 1930s for use as a hatchery. Itis
currently state owned. For the purpose of this project, the old Champlain Canal
will not be evaluated, but is considered a contributing resource within the Sword
Surrender Site and Setting landscape because it individually meets National

Register Criteria.

POTENTIAL ADDITIONAL AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE

Occupation during Middle and Late Archaic Periods (8000 B.P. -1609)

The Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape may derive additional
significance under Criterion D, archeology, for its potential to reveal significant

information regarding Native American occupation and use dating to the Middle
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and Late Archaic periods (8000 B.P.-1609). Although this area of significance and
associated resources will not be evaluated in this Cultural Landscape Inventory,
projectile points and other artifacts have been found within the study area and

therefore, will require further investigation by qualified professionals.

French and Indian Wars (1689-1763)

The Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape may be significant under
Criterion A for its association with the French and Indian Wars (1689-1763), the
name given to the multiple wars fought between Great Britain and France for
control over the eastern part of the North American continent. During theses
colonial wars, a series of forts were built in the Upper Hudson River Valley
region, three of which were constructed within the study area; Fort Vroman
[Vrooman] (1689), Fort Saratoga (1702), and Fort Clinton (1746).

While no visible above-ground remnants of the forts currently exist within the
study area, archeological investigations within the fields of the Floodplain Area
should be conducted to identify potential resources that date to the French and
Indians Wars. Located along U.S. Route 4, a 1927 New York State cast iron sign

currently marks the approximate sites of the three forts.

Table 3.0: Recommended Areas and Periods of Significance

THEME SWORD SURRENDER SITE AND SETTING
American Revolution

Autumn 1777 (NR Criteria A and D) X
Commemoration and Memorialization X
1877-1938 (NR Criterion A)

Canal Transportation X
1823-ca.1917 (NR Criteria A, C, and D)

EVALUATION OF INTEGRITY

The National Register of Historic Places recognizes seven aspects of integrity for
historic properties. These are location, design, setting, materials, workmanship,
feeling, and association. Aspects of integrity deemed most important to
evaluation may be judged based on a property’s proposed significance under
National Register criteria. The historic integrity of a cultural landscape relates to

the ability of the landscape to convey significance.

INTEGRITY TO THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION (1777)

The Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape retains sufficient integrity to
convey its significance to the American Revolution (1777). With exception to
successional vegetative growth, the construction of the Champlain Canal and

residential development in the Upland Area, the location and spatial organization
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of the Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape has remained unchanged since
the Revolutionary War period. Similar to the historic period, a mosaic of field
and forest continue to occupy the Upland Area, while the Floodplain Area
remains open agricultural land. Most roads found within the study area during
the eighteenth century are present today. However, additional roads were
introduced in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Views and vistas
important to military strategy during the Revolutionary War can still be obtained
throughout the study area, but are vulnerable to encroaching successional
woodland vegetation. The cultural landscape retains overall integrity of location,

setting, feeling, and association.

INTEGRITY TO COMMEMORATION AND MEMORIALIZATION (1877-1938)

The Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape retains sufficient integrity to
convey its significance to the Revolutionary War commemoration and
memorialization movement between 1877 and 1938. Although patriotic societies,
organizations, and state agencies primarily focused their efforts in constructing
monuments and markers at Saratoga Battlefield, scatterings of markers were
located in outlying areas identifying important events that took place during the
war, including a cast iron sign located within the study area. Constructed
between 1877 and 1910, the sign denotes the ceremonial location of General
Burgoyne’s surrender to General Gates. It is in its original location and has been

minimally altered (ball finial was removed at an unknown date)

Despite only having one commemorative feature, the Sword Surrender Site and
Setting landscape retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials,
workmanship, feeling, and association to convey its historic association to the

commemoration and memorialization movement.

CULTURAL LANDSCAPE INTEGRITY FOR SWORD SURRENDER SITE AND SETTING LANDSCAPE

Period Overall Location Design Setting Materials | Workmanship | Feeling | Association
Autumn 1777 YES YES NO YES NO NO YES YES
Commemoration

(1877-1938) YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES
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EVALUATION OF LANDSCAPE CHARACTERISTICS

NATURAL SYSTEMS AND TOPOGRAPHY

Historic Condition:

The Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape is located within the Upper
Hudson Valley, a region characterized by mountains, valleys, ridges, and
plateaus. The topography of the study area consists of flatlands along the
floodplains of the Hudson River and undulating lands east of U.S. Route 4.
These topographic conditions not only influenced early settlement patterns, but
they also were significant to the military outcome of the Revolutionary War.
During the nineteenth century, the topography along the ridgeline was minimally

altered as a result of transportation related projects along U.S. Route 4.

The Hudson River along with one of its tributaries, Fish Creek, forms the
northern and eastern boundary of the study area. During early settlement and
Revolutionary War periods, these natural waterways became transportation
corridors, supplied water for drinking, and provided energy to power mills and
local industries. A small spring runs through the southern portion of the Upland
Area. While little is known of spring, it can be assumed that it to, although at a
small capacity, provided drinking water to early settlers and Revolutionary War

soldiers. The spring is the water source of the marshy floodplain.

Post-Historic and Existing Conditions:

The geology and topography of the Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape
remains similar today as they did during the historic periods. However, the
topography within the vicinity of U.S. Route 4 was altered minimally as a result of
the road alignments in the 1930s and 1950s (Figures 3.0 and 3.1).

LAND USE/VEGETATION

Historic Condition:

Prior to European settlement, the land found within the boundaries of the Sword
Surrender Site and Setting landscape was heavily forested and occupied by the
Mohawk and Mabhican tribes. These groups used the lands as a central

topographic corridor for travel, migration, hunting, and planting.

By the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, the Sword Surrender Site
and Setting landscape was cleared for agricultural and residential use. The open
character of the Floodplain Area provided rich agricultural lands to European
colonists, while the mosaic of fields and forests in the Upland Area was more
suitable for residential development. In 1777, the study area was predominately

agricultural and owned by Philip Schuyler. During the battles, siege, and
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surrender of Saratoga, the landscape was used as an avenue of approach and
retreat and later served as the ceremonial location of General Burgoyne’s
surrender to General Gates. By 1877, the character of the Sword Surrender Site
and Setting landscape remained agricultural, despite the scatterings of residential

development in the Upland Area

Post-Historic and Existing Conditions:

Since the historic periods, the Upland Area, specifically the Village Extension, has
evolved into a residential landscape. Vegetation consists of old growth
successional forests, reclaimed farming fields, residential/domestic lawn, and
transitionalshrubland. The Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) is owned by the
Open Space Institute, but currently lies vacant as the Germain house received
extensive damage by fire in 2005. The property consists of various ornamental

plantings and four large maple trees along Schuyler Street (Figures 3.2-3.6).

The Floodplain Area continues to be used for agricultural production (Figure
3.10). Approximately twenty-five acres are classified as successional forested
wetland, which includes portions of the historic Champlain Canal bed (Figures
3.2-3.6).

CIRCULATION

Historic Condition:

Previously used by Mohawk and Mabhican tribes as a migratory route and hunting
grounds, the major northeast-southwest route through the study area, historically
known as the Saratoga Trail, became a major transportation corridor for
European settlers in the early to mid-1600s and later an avenue of approach for
British and American soldiers during the Revolutionary War. The Road to
Albany, as it was later called, served as the spine for transportation within the
Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape. Eventually, roads would branch out
from it to form a network of transportation corridors, connecting settlements
with individual farms and industries. By 1813, the Road to Albany was replaced
by the Whitehall Turnpike. As part of the Federal-Aid Highway Acts of the 1920s
and 1930s, the Whitehall Turnpike was improved and later designated as U.S.
Route 4 in 1934.

By 1823, the Champlain Canal was completed. The canal was approximately
thirty feet wide and three feet deep. On the east side of the canal was a tow path
that measured ten feet. This path was situated just above the agricultural fields of
Schuyler’s land along the Hudson River. Between 1917 and 1918, the canal was
abandoned. In the 1930s, a portion of the canal was widened and later used as a

fish hatchery.
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By 1895, the Greenwich and Schuylerville Electric Railroad was established. It
was later absorbed by the Hudson Valley Railroad ca. 1901 and abandoned by the
1920’s. The tracks were located along the eastern edge of the Whitehall
Turnpike. The railroad provided transportation from the Capital District to
Warrensburg. Trolleys continued to run from Greenwich to Thomson until 1928

when flooding destroyed most of the line.

While most driveways within the study area were constructed during the mid-
nineteen century, the driveway on the Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) may be

a trace of the historic route of the Road to Albany (Figure 3.0).

Post-Historic and Existing Conditions:

Since the historic periods, U.S. Route 4 was again realigned in the 1950s. The
intersections at Schuyler and Evans Streets both had the islands removed and
roads straightened. Besides U.S. Route 4, the study area includes four local roads
including Evans Street, Schuyler Street, Lafayette Street, and Hill Street. Schuyler
Street has also been referred to as Chubbs Hill Road (1899) and Village Road

(1954) in period construction documents (Figure 3.7 and Figure 3.10).

Two access points currently enter the Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) via
Schuyler Street. An eroded road trace, located along the eastern boundary, was
once connected to U.S. Route 4 through the adjoining property to the east. Based
on historic military and current topographic maps, the road trace may have been
part of the historic Road to Albany (Figure 3.0). A driveway, constructed in the
twentieth century, passes through the site along the western boundary before
connecting to the road trace. Both circulation routes terminate in the location of

agricultural outbuilding foundations.

The current farm access road, located within the Floodplain Area, is
approximately eight feet wide and may follow a historic path (Figure 3.11-3.13).
The abandoned Champlain Canal is on the western edge of the Floodplain Area
and was not investigated as part of this Cultural Landscape Inventory (Figure
3.14).

BUILDING AND SETTLEMENT PATTERNS

Historic Condition:

Prior to colonial settlement, Mohawk and Mahican tribes occupied the area now
encompassing the Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape. Villages of the
Mahicans consisted of twenty to thirty fortified longhouses, mostly found on
hilltops. Iroquois villages of the Mohawks were also fortified, but consisted of

communal longhouses measuring two hundred feet in length.
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During the French and Indian Wars (1683-1763), three forts were constructed
within the Floodplain Area of the study area; Fort Vroman [Vrooman] (1689),
Fort Saratoga (1702), and Fort Clinton (1746).

In 1683, the Sword and Surrender Site and Setting landscape was purchased by
seven Dutch families as part of the Saratoga Patent. Shortly thereafter, Johannes
Wendel became the first settler to improve the land. Following his death in 1691,
Lot No. 4, as it was referred to, was acquired by his son Abraham. In 1702, it was
sold to the Schuyler family. During this period, numerous flax and lumber mills
were built and a Dutch Reformed Church was constructed within the study area.
By the 1777 Revolutionary War battles of Saratoga, the only building found
within the study area was the Old Dutch Reformed Church. The church was

later removed in 1822.

In 1837, Teunis Van Vechten purchased the majority of the Schuyler family land,
encompassing the study area. He later sold the land to Thomas Smith. After the
acquisition by Thomas Smith, the property underwent multiple ownerships;
Thomas Smith to Archibald Wing in 1854; Archibald Wing to John Mairs in 1856;
John Mairs to G.W. Green in 1858; and G.W. Green to Thomas Smith in 1863. By
1866, the Lot No. 4 was subdivided and John Conners owned the five and three-
fourths acre Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel). During this period, the Germain
House was built ca 1860s. In1877, John H. Chubbs acquired the Germain house
and later subdivided the property, selling a portion to Emma Woodcock in 1883.
Although dates of construction are unknown, Chubbs later constructed
agricultural outbuildings south of his house. Emma had a house built on her
parcel in the 1880s (refer to Appendix B: Deeds). By the late nineteenth century,
the Upland Area of the Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape consisted of

residential subdivisions and roads and the Floodplain Area remained agricultural.

The closing of Victory Mills (1918), Champlain Canal (1918) and later Hudson
Valley Railroad (1920s), resulted in minimal development with the study area in
the early twentieth century. Following the death of John H. Chubb in 1896, his
wife sold their land to Polie E. Germain in 1921. By the 1920s, Cora Allen was the
owner of the property adjoining the Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel). While the
dates of acquisition are uncertain, the Germain family purchased additional land
after 1920.

Post-Historic and Existing Conditions:

Since 1938, Saratoga County has grown rapidly in population, facilitated by
Interstate 87 (the Northway). Within the Sword Surrender Site and Setting
landscape, forty-nine tax parcels are listed within the study area. Approximately

ninety percent of these parcels are designated as residential and are located in the
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Village Extension portion of the Upland Area. The majority of housing predates
1940.

The Germain family had an addition built on the south elevation of their house
between the 1930s and 1950s. A garage was later built along the west elevation.
Following a fire that severely damaged their house, the Germain family sold their
property, consisting of approximately nineteen acres, to the Open Space Institute
in 2006. William Hartloff purchased the Cora Allen property in 2005 (Figure 3.15
and Figure 3.18).

With exception to the development of the Champlain Canal in the 1800s, the
hydrologic conditions within the Floodplain Area have protected it from
residential development. As a result, it continues to be used for agricultural

purposes.

VIEWS AND VISTAS

Historic Condition:

Throughout the historic periods, views from within the Sword Surrender Site and
Setting landscape were significant in its developmental history and the
Revolutionary War. During the battles, siege, and surrender of Saratoga in 1777,
the elevated location of the Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) within the Upland
Area were critical to military strategy as they allowed uninterrupted views to the
Green Mountains of Vermont, Hudson River, the Old Dutch Reformed Church,
the Road to Albany, and the fertile fields of the Schuyler Estate. On the day of the
surrender, a large tent was intentionally situated along the ridgeline of the Sword
Surrender Site (OSI Parcel), making it possible for troops in all directions to

observe the ceremonial surrender.

Post-Historic and Existing Conditions:

Since the historic period, views from within the Sword Surrender Site and Setting
landscape remain intact, but have become vulnerable. To the east vegetation
limits views of the Green Mountains of Vermont, Hudson River, and sections of
the old Champlain Canal. The view north, which once held the site of the Old
Dutch Reformed Church near the intersection of Evans Street and U.S. Route 4,
is now obstructed by vegetation. The views south of the pasture lot are limited by
vegetation growth. To the west, views are obstructed by a large building atop a

steep change in elevation (Figure 3.19-3.26).

Preservation of expansive views from within the Sword Surrender Site and
Setting landscape will require the Saratoga-Washington on the Hudson
Partnership to work cooperatively with private landowners and local

governments.
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SMALL SCALE FEATURES

Historic Condition:

No documentation has been found supporting descriptions of small-scale
features within the Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape prior to 1877. As
part of the Memorialization and Commemoration Period (1877-1938), two signs
were constructed within the study area. A cast iron sign, constructed between
1877 and 1910, denotes the ceremonial location of General Burgoyne’s surrender
to General Gates. In 1927, New York State installed an additional cast iron
marker, stating the location of the French and Indian War fortifications (Figure
3.19). The sign is blue with yellow lettering and is adjacent to the entrance to
Schuyler Street from U.S. Route 4(Figure 3.27 and 3.28).

Post-Historic and Existing Conditions:

Constructed during the twentieth century, portions of barbed wire fencing line
old property lines, and are hidden by vegetation. Along the northern boundary
of the Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) are four stone steps. While the date of
construction is unknown, these steps are aligned along the slope along Schuyler
Street and followed a path up to the house. A wooden post is located behind the
abandoned house possibly used as a clothes line or a bird house (Figure 3.29-
3.30).

ARCHEOLOGICAL SITES

Historic and Existing Conditions:

Although an investigation of archeological resources is beyond the scope of this
Cultural Landscape Inventory, projectile points, clay pipes, a musketball, and
outbuilding structures have been found within the study area. As aresult of these
findings and their potential to reveal significant information regarding Native
American occupation (8000 B.P.-1609), the French and Indian Wars (1689-1763),
and American Revolution (1777), it is highly recommended that the study area be

further investigated by professional archeologists.

97



CULTURAL LANDSCAPE INVENTORY FOR SWORD SURRENDER SITE AND SETTING

Table 3.2: Summary of Landscape Characteristics and Features for Sword Surrender Site and Setting

CHARACTERISTIC / FEATURE

Geology (escarpment, ridges,

EVALUATION

COMMENTS

Present during and after the historic periods with natural
and man-made changes. Topography is a primary element

;:zgfs)’ hydrology, and flora and Contributing making up the spatial organization of the Sword Surrender
Site and Setting landscape.
Present during and after the historic periods, serving as a
. . S power and food source and transportation route. The river
Hudson River and Fish Creek Contributing and creek were both factors in the location and
development of the area.
. oo Present during and after the historic periods, likely used as
Springs Contributing a potable water supply.
Upland Area
During the following historic periods, Middle and Late
Forest Contributin Archaic (8000 B.P. -1609), French and Indian Wars (1639-
& 1763), American Revolutionary (Autumn 1777), the Upland
Area was largely wooded.
Abandoned fields Non-contributing Species composition has fundamentally changed since the

eighteenth and nineteenth century.

Transitional shrubland

Non-contributing

Species composition has fundamentally changed since the
eighteenth and nineteenth century.

Prior to the mid-eighteenth century, the Upland Area was
primarily a mosaic of fields and forests. By the 1860s, the

Residential/Domestic Non-contributing landscape evolved into a residential landscape. While the
residential land use existed during various historic periods,
it does not contribute to the significance of the study area.

Floodplain Area

Agricultural fields Contributing Present during and after the historic periods.

Successional forested wetland

Non-contributing

Since its closure in ca. 1917, the old Champlain Canal has
experienced floods, erosion, and successional forest
growth.

Present during and after the historic periods. Historically
known as the Road to Albany and later Whitehall Turnpike,

eroded road trace

U.S. Route 4 Contributing the road served as an avenue of approach during the
Revolutionary War.
Local roads (Evans Street, Schuyler Schuyler Street hlstorlca.lly referred to as Chubb’s Hill
. I Road (1899) and later Village Road (1954), served as the
Street, Lafayette Street, and Hill Contributing . h d durine the histori
Street) primary access route to the study area during the historic
periods.
. _ Prism remains, but the portion that runs through the study
Champlain Canal Contributing area has been filled in by vegetative growth.
Farm access road (located in . Date of construction unknown, but may run along an older
. Undetermined
Floodplain Area) path.
Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) . Although uncertain, the driveway may be a trace of the
Undetermined

historic route of the Road to Albany, prior to re-alignment.

Footpaths and driveways

Village extension neighborhood

Non-contributing

Non-contributing

Constructed during the mid-twentieth century.

The majority of the housing stock within the village
extension neighborhood was constructed prior to 1940.
However, the buildings and structures do not contribute to
the significance of the study area.

Germain House (OSI Parcel)

Non-contributing

Constructed in the 1860s, the Germain (OSI) House was
present during the various historic periods of the study
area. However, it does not contribute to the significance of
the site and was completely destroyed by fire in 2006.
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Allen House (Hartloff Residence)

View to the north-Old Dutch

Non-contributing

Constructed in the 1880s, the Allen House was present
during various historic periods of the study area. However,
it does not contribute to the significance of the site.

Intact yet vulnerable. Vegetative growth limits views to the

Canal, U.S. Route 4

Reformed Church site Contributing site of the Old Dutch Reformed Church and U.S. Route 4.
View to east-Green Mountains of Intact yet vulnerable. Vegetative growth limits views to the
Vermont, Hudson River, Champlain | Contributing Green Mountains of Vermont, Hudson River, agricultural

fields, U.S. Route 4 and the Abandoned Champlain Canal.

View to the south-Abandoned
agricultural land

Non-contributing

Historically, views to the south would have been largely
unaltered. Successional vegetative growth now obstructs
views to the south.

View to west-High ground

Sword Surrender sign

Non-contributing

Contributing

Surrounding homes to the west obscure the once expansive
views of the high ground.

Constructed between 1877 and 1910, the cast iron sign does
contribute to the Memorialization and Commemoration
Period (1877-1938).

New York State sign

Non-contributing

Constructed in 1927, the cast iron sign does not contribute
to the Memorialization and Commemoration Period (1877-
1938).

Barbed wire fence

Non-contributing

Constructed in the twentieth century and does not
contribute the historic significance of the study area.

Wooden Post

Non-contributing

Placed after periods of significance, placed during
residential occupation of the late twentieth century.

Date of construction unknown. Steps are aligned along the
slope along Schuyler Street and would have followed a path

Stone steps Undetermined to the house.

Projectile Points Undetermined Middle and Late Archa}lc periods (8000 B.P.-1609) evidence
uncovered by local residents.

Clay Pipes Undetermined Archeology not definitive.

Musketball Undetermined Amerlcap Revolution period (1777) evidence uncovered by
local residents.

Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel)- . . . .

Outbuilding structures foundations Undetermined Requires archeological investigations.

French and Indian Wars fortification

sites (Fort Vroman [Vrooman], Fort | Undetermined Requires archeological investigations.

Saratoga, and Fort Clinton)

Old Dutch Reformed Church site Undetermined Requires archeological investigations.

ENDNOTES

% Hoffman Nickerson, The Turning Point of the Revolution, Volume II (Port Washington, N.Y. Kennikat Press, Inc., 1928)
400; quoted in Christopher Stevens, Cultural Landscape Report and Archeological Sensitivity Assessment for Victory Woods
(Boston, MA: Olmsted Center for Landscape Preservation, National Park Service, 2007) 49-57.

% Lisa Oudemool, Christopher Stevens, and Eliot Foulds, Cultural Landscape Report: Saratoga Battlefield, Volume I
(Boston, MA: Olmsted Center for Landscape Preservation, National Park Service, 2002) 249.

°7 Christopher Stevens, Cultural Landscape Report and Archeological Sensitivity Assessment for Victory Woods (Boston, MA:
Olmsted Center for Landscape Preservation, National Park Service, 2007) 171.
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Low to High Elevation
|

ery ten feet. The green

Figure 3.0 Natural Systems and Topography: (Above) 3D elevation of Study Area. The contour lines are placed ev
represents lower elevation while the yellow and brown represent higher elevation; (Below) Key features are noticeable in both maps. Both
ridge lines and fields are distinguished. Based on these mapa, it is assumed that the current eroded road trace on the Sword Surrender Site

(OSI Parcel) may be a trace of the historic route of the Road to Albany (Above, OCLP, Below, SARA).
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Figure 3.1 Natural Systems and Topography: Topography of Study Area.
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Figure 3.2. Land Use and Vegetation: (Above) Abandoned Champlain Canal vegetation and Floodplain Area during winter. Note: the
commemoration marker to the right; (Below) Similar vantage point as above, looking east towards the Hudson River and Floodplain Area
from the Sword Surrender Site (OSI parcel) during the summer months. Vegetation grows along the abandoned Champlain Canal (OCLP,
March 2008, August 2008).
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Figure 3.3. Land Use and Vegetation: (Above) Germain House during winter; (Below) Abandoned fire-damaged residential structure
looking northeast towards the Hudson River. Note: The circulation path that continues to the right (OCLP, March 2008).
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Figure 3.4. Land Use and Vegetation: View south of former site of outbuildings, located to the south of the Germain House, overgrown
with sumac and debris scattered throughout (OCLP, March and June, 2008).
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Figure 3.5. Land Use and Vegetation:
Views of various ornamental planting
throughout the Sword Surrender Site
[OSI parcel] (OCLP, June 2008).

A.) Bridalwreath Spirea

B.) Cherry species

C.) Forsythia

D.) Common Lilac
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Figure 3.6. Land Use and Vegetation: (Above) View from Floodplain Area near the bank of the Hudson River looking west towards the

OSl parcel. A stream outlet empties into the Hudson the right. Schuyler Street is seen near the center right of the photograph; (Below)
Sword Surrender Site (OSI parcel) and adjacent residence viewed from the Floodplain Area. Construction vehicles are located at the

entrance to the farm access road.
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Figure 3.7. Circulation: Intersection of Schuyler Street and US Route 4. View looking east towards the Village Extension Area. On left is
the Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) property at 139 Schuyler Street. Note: The old growth maples lining the hill in front of the property
(OCLP, March 2008).
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Figure 3.8. Circulation: Schuyler Street looking east towards Hudson River. Schuyler Road intersects with U.S. Route 4, along with
the Floodplain Area and the Hudson River in background. Germain House to the south (right) with maples line the north side of
the street (OCLP, March 2008).

Figure 3.9. Circulation: Intersection of U.S. Route 4 and Schuyler Street looking north (OCLP, June 2008).
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Figure 3.10. Circulation: (Above) Intersection of U.S. Route 4 and Schuyler Street looking south, ca. 1900s. Nore: The driveway
and barn location; (Below) Contemporary Image of the Intersection of U. S. Route 4 and Schuyler Street (SARA, OCLP, June
2008).
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Figure 3.11. Circulation: Eroded road trace outlet from Schuyler Street, looking south along one of the entrances to the Sword Surrender
Site (OSI Parcel). Note: May be trace of the historic route of the Road to Albany (OCLP, March 2008).

e g h

Figure 3.12. Circulation: Driveway entrance from Schuyler Street, looking north along the entrance from Schuyler Street (OCLP, March
2008).
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Figure 3.14. Circulation: Abandoned Champlain Canal. View from farm access road looking north toward National Park Service property in
far distance (OCLP, 2008).
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Figure 3.15. Buildings and Settlement Patterns: View along Schuyler Street, looking south at abandoned Germain residence (OCLP, March
2008).

Figure 3.16. Buildings and Settlement Patterns: Rear view of abandoned residence. Note: Addition constructed between 1930-1950s
(OCLP, March 2008).
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Figure 3.17. Buildings and Settlement Patterns: View of neighboring residence adjacent to the Sword Surrender Site (OSI parcel) along
U.S. Route 4. Currently under renovations (OCLP, 2008).
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Figure 3.18. Buildings and Settlement Patterns: View south of adjacent residence Allen House (Hartloff Residence) along U.S. Route 4
(OCLP, 2008).
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Figure 3.27. Small-Scale Features: New York State Historical
Marker, east side of U.S. Route 4. (OCLP, March 2008)

Figure 3.28. Small-Scale Features: Commemoration Marker,
northeast corner of the Sword Surrender Site (OSI parcel.
(OCLP, March 2008).

Features: Wooden post (OCLP, June

Figure 3.29. Small-Scale
2008).

Figure 3.30. Small-Scale Features: Stone stairs along
Schuyler Street (OCLP, March 2008).
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REPOSITORIES CONSULTED

LIST OF REPOSITORIES CONSULTED AND OUTCOMES

BROOKSIDE MUSEUM

Brookside Museum, home of the Saratoga County Historical Society provides
numerous resources including an online searchable database. Their collection
contains over 20,000 items, including photographs, objects, manuscripts, and
books. The online database was useful in locating general scenes during the early

twentieth century.

NEW YORK STATE: ARCHIVES, STATE LIBRARY, AND MANUSCRIPT AND SPECIAL
COLLECTIONS

The New York State Archives, New York State Library, and New York State
Manuscript and Special Collections share the same building in Albany. New
York State Archives provides a useful online database of images and historic
maps. The New York State Library provides an online Digital Collection of

current reports, books, and other documents.

BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY

Allows access to numerous online databases of historic newspapers. Historic
Newspapers are available through America’s Historical Newspapers (1690-1922),
Boston Globe (1872-1925), and New York Times (1851-2005). Features cover-
to-cover fully text-searchable facsimile images of over 1,000 historical
newspapers from all 50 states, enabling researchers to explore virtually every

aspect of America during the 18th, 19th and early 20th centuries.

BALLSTON SPA SARATOGA COUNTY HISTORIAN OFFICE

Historian Krissy Saddlemire provided access to numerous resources including
Agricultural Census, Federal Census, construction plans, atlas, photographs, and
maps. Located at the county clerks office, allowed easy access to additional

resources upstairs in the clerks office.

BALLSTON SPA, SARATOGA COUNTY CLERK OFFICE

The County Clerk’s office has the entire collection of deed books, digitized from
1790-2008. Easy access to these records was useful in determining ownership of
the OSI parcel up to the Schuyler Family in 1837.
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NATIONAL ARCHIVES

Inquired at the National Archives at College Park, Maryland for additional aerial

photographs. However at the time of inquiry no photographs were located.

SARATOGA COUNTY FARM SERVICE

The County Farm Service supplied aerial photographs from 1948, 1960, and 1968

of our study area which are found in the list of figures.

ADIRONDACK COMMUNITY COLLEGE, HILL COLLECTION, GLENS FALL

The Hill collection claims to include a variety of sources, from the French and
Indian War and American Revolution. However, these sources are available from
other repositories and were not useful for this project. The focus of their

collection was focused on the Warren County.

WARREN COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY, HUDSON VALLEY RAILWAY PAPERS

Inquired about the collection pertaining to the Hudson Valley Railway papers,
and was informed that it does not cover the region of Saratoga County. A
suggested source was the “History of the Hudson Valley Railroad” by David
Nestle.
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REPORT TO

52

THE NEW YORK STATE HISTORIC TRUST

SCHUYLERVILLE FORTS

-

OFFLCE OF STATE HISTORY"

- ‘ N 4
REPORT NO. 34

January 1968
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND:

V It,would be difficult to pverstaté the importance of the great
. natural waterways to New York State history. They were the easiest and
most dirvect routes north and south, They sbqwéd the way west, The V
Indians knew this, and the Luropeans soén learned it. During the early
years,‘towns and forts were goon eﬁtablished aé key control points, ;The
present. village of Schuylerville was one such control point.

y : : . e

As a coptrol point, Schuylerville (only the modern name wiii be

. « c . ®
"used) had several assets. First, there was a ford across the Hudson.fi
Secondt the important Indian trails‘from Albany and Schenecta@y'met he;e
on their way north. fhi;d,’the river flats were good farm' lands. foufth,
the distance from Albany méde it a convenient stopping place fﬁr marébing
armies. As is true today, the village was concentratedvon Che west Bgﬁk
of the Hudson River at the junction of Fish Creek. ‘

Depredations on the lands of ”Ihe.Eneﬁy“'were common in the
early days. Soite of the Indian raids probably have dropped into obscurity,
but the first major French raid was led by Courcelle in 1665-1666. The
English under Winthrop returned the comflimeﬁg in 1690. iThése‘éttacgé and
counterattacks, by oné force or another, continﬁed info thev¥9th’Cen£ﬁry.

Most. of the following account, it shou}d be noted here, is'ﬁaken
from The Story of Old Saratoga by John Henry Brandow, published in 1919.
Brandow is nét universally accepted. When seriéusly Contéstéd, ihe 3
difference of opinion will be mentioned. |

“In Ehe Schuylenrville area,.the sequence of fofts up to Burggyne's

Carpaign (1777) is as follows:

Hawe Date Remarks .
1} Bavtal Vrooiran House 1689 " In ruins in 1698/
. 2} Unnaumed 1762-03 Lord Cornbury recomamended, but

appavently never built.
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33
4)
5)
6)
7)

8)

1)

2«3)

Unnamed ' 1709 Built by Peter Schuyler
Unnameé' : ',_ 1721 o Pﬁilip Livingston

Unnamed :1739 ’ Namea in Clinton'é Report of 1744

Unnamed ' 1745 /

Ft. Ulipton ' ' 17%@ Burnt by Engli;h in 1747

Ft. Har; » 1757 In ;uiné in 1777
Bartel Vrggggg House, ?ﬁe Winthrop Expedition went north in 1690. It
records a blockhouse, manned by Dutch soldiers (presumably local
éitizenry). It ig unnamed. Very likely th%s is the stockaded fort
ordered built by‘the Albany Convention of Magistratés on Sept. 1, 1689
around the fortified house of Rartel (Bartholomeus) Vréomén. Vrooman, by
the way, farmed the land only in the summer. This vwas the local custom,
He returned to Schenectady every winter; for he was kllled theLe in the
great Ffrench raid of 1690, i; any event, Colonel Romex's Report of 1698
notod the fort (note singular) ‘and faﬁna of Schuylarvilla were ruined
and abandoned. He opines, as the French did not mention a fort atb
Schuylerv1lle, that it was not occupied in the winter of 1690, Further,
he suggests a fort be construbted>/ a tt ;;. .

Location. This hss not been determined. . It has‘baen assumed fo have

been on the west bank of the Hudson (Because of the Indian Trails.and
the location of the settlement); south of IFish Creek (Bécédéé this would

act in its defense); and where Ft, Clinton léter stood,

Unnamed.  British Colonial Gove)nor Edward Viscount Cotnbury s RgbarL

of 2/2&/}702 recoumends the convtructian of a stockade fort at Schuyler-
V111e, but his Report of 6/30/1/03 notes that it has not yet begn built,

Whether it ever wes iz & moot point. In 1704 a Rapgrt by Congreve notes

ati abandoned 1659 fored fication, ~Fresumably this vas the Vrooman house,

£
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c 4

5«6)

In 1709 Colonel Peter Schuyler, acting as an advance unit of

General, Francis Nicholson's Expeaition, built a fort at Schuylerville.‘

./'

Location. Brandow locates it on the east side of the Hudson.

Others contest this. The controversy is still unresolved, Whether

‘on the east or the west side, the precise location has not been

identified, .
-Unnaned. In September and October of 1721, Philip Livingston bﬁilt,
3 : . . o

‘or rebuilt, a fort at Schuylerville. Records suggest that wooden
) . - )

~forts had an effective life of only five to seven yoars.” Thus as

eech new fortification is ordered, there is always the most practlcal
problem as to whether ft'is bettwr to rebu11d a prevxous fort or to
construct an entiruly new one; and, @f a new one is to be’ built,
should it be placed on the same sité? ,iﬂvany evgnéziin 1721, only one
fortification is recorded. o |

Location. The location of this fortlfication is in doubt. Eleven
years would have elapsed sincé the ereukion of Schuyler s fort in 1709.
Livingston could have reconstituted Schuyle“'° fort (whether on the
east or the west side of the riveg), or - he could have . buxlt a ncw one
on a new leeation., 8ince Qchuylervilla was canc@nﬂrated.-an tha west
sxde of the viver, it might seem more plausible toJexpect ‘its locatlon
there. The biil for this fort came to a little_over £153. Unfortunately
this amount is neither sufficiently high nér low to indicatel a new fort
was built, or an old one repaired. B ‘
Bnoamed,  In 1739, Lieutenant-Governoxr Clarke reported a fort was to be
built au Schuyle;viile. When it was built isvin doub?, but Governor
Clintun rvepovied %'ﬁort there (noge singular)}, as of June 5, 1744, Next,
in 1745, the Ascembiy paid to have this fort fébuiif, a?tcf the French

vadd ia vhav yzair. The gssumption, probably correct, is that this is

M
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) ’ f\
the same fort proposed in 1739 by Clarke.. '
.Locaiion. The French raid in November 1745, which resulted in

the looting of Schuylerville, clarified the pr&blem of location'éomewhat;

Tradition holds the French possessed a map showing two forts at Schuyler=

ville, presumably onc on each side of the Hudsoun, Their battle hlan
consisted of dividing their force into two groups; the smaller to reduce

. the settlements on the cast bank, the larger to capture the wgsterh

®

portien. No fortification is mentioned on the eas;/side. Howéﬁér,‘the':

LY B

sequencé‘of buildings on the west side of ihebﬂquon‘aﬁd south 6f,Fishlk

- Cxeek, as given, dre: a sawmillj a blacksmith's house; the fortified

brick home of Philip SZhuyler; an unspéciéied nﬁmbefxof houséé{?d fort
large anéugh for 100 men; and several housesvbelowbig;gé, south ;f) this
fort. The fort itself is described as ﬁquite a cén;iderable Qiépance
From the houses where we had ‘been." (pg. 37-38) V ‘ S
The generally accepted conclusion is that this fort is on thqﬂsite
of tha 1739 1740 1745 f?owﬁiﬁiadbiuz\,vaé’@gi:ad to by Olavke and Clinton,
respectively, The location has:beén‘suggested as aﬁout ene-half nilte
below Fish Créek on the river flaés.’ {
in Decenber 1745, appropriatedv£L50 for‘rebuilding.”bThe nQQ fort was to
ba cunsiderahly larger than the old; thés,va rebuilding rather‘tgan a
new construction. The'fort'ﬁas ready in Marcﬁ of {74G.. Agbapentiy a
larpe stong storehouse, associated with the fort, was erected nearby. In
1§A7Ait<yas enlarged and new deéensas addéd;_ On Oééoger 6, 17@? the
ﬁriﬁ{shs belicving the situation to be too precavious, Eurngdzthe fort 
and left, BT | ; ', | .
Location., TIn 1747, CGoeveinor Clinten deploro; the location gecause it

je “overlocked by Hills end covered with Woods .... (2nd) .... the lowness
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be Gt
) Ty
. : ) ‘ [
of jts situation and the watery swamps around it." (p. 48). A report of

April 7, 1747 has one Captain Trent leaving the fort,‘traveling north

pest the ruins of Philip Schuyler's housé, and, before cfossihg Fish

- Creek, being ambushed by the French. In June, 1747, La Corne St. Luc

raided Schuylerville. He locatea the fort on the west bank of the

Hudsuﬁ, south of Fish Creek. “About 1919 Brandow wglked over the‘

ground about one-half mile below Fish Creek, and found numerous

»

surface indications of a fortifiéation. Again, this‘?s:neérrthe site
undey consideration. : :

’ However, based primarily on the description given in 1749 by the
ESwedlsh traveler Peter Kalm, some hold Ft. Clinton to be locatcd east
of the Hudson river. This night refer to some 1ater structure bullt
bﬁ the site of Peter Schuyle:'s‘i709 fort. Possxbly,AKalm sxmply became

confused between east and west, Thcn, there is always the remote

possibility of an uarecorded, or at_LeasL undiscovered Eortifzcatlon..

-

Ln any event, a controversy over th° ldoétion of Ft. Clinton has
ensued. Some have suggested Kalm located the site of Phillp L1v1ngston 5

fort of 1721, This hypothesis would suggest thaL Schuyler s (1709),

Ll &

Livingaton s (1721) and Kalmnrepolted fort (1749) are. "lineal descendants,

‘all located cast of the Hudson River. - Thls m;ght have scme basis in

A
‘:

fact if the tradition of rhe French map uged in the rald of 1/45 (1 i.e.,

the oné showing two forts at Schuylerv111e) is indeed accurate. Furthermore,
it wﬁulc ,upg st the sequence of fortlflcatione on the west bank of the
river wonid be the Viooman House (1689), the unnamed forts of 1739 ond

1745 snc Ft, Clinton (1746). ‘Also, all these latger sites ére specified

as beiong couth of Figh Creek. ‘ ‘ ‘

Thaera crey, howaver, two wdditional bilts of Information., The first is

thav 4 1754 King Hendrick, the Mohawk ally of the British, referred to
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C1

two forts at Savatoga when speaking of the burning of Ft. Clinton,
The second is the sketch map (see attachméﬁt) clearly locating a

fort north of Fish Creek, on the west side of the Hudson Rlver, at the

juncture of that creek and the river.  Some argue thia to be Ft.'
- Hardy; others Ft, Clinton; others claim it to be an unzdentlfied

* fortification. No one identifies it with Schuyler’s or Livingston's

D

forts,

- MDA . q

- 8) . Hardy.s This was built in 1757 at the confluence of Fish Crcek

and the Hudson River. Its remains can be seen today,vjust north of

1sh Greek.

-

In summary, then, the historical record is‘not clear. Fifsﬁ,
the location of Bartel Vrooman's fortified house of 1689 may never be
detexmined " Probably the proposed fort of 1702~03 was never bUllt.
Next, we cannot be sura if Peter Schuylerig fort: of 1709 was on the east
or the west side of the Hudson.r 1t may be assuwed tbat it was not built
on the Vrooman House site bncausc.settlers had a]ready returned to Schuyler-

ville before 1709. Ve also do not know Lhe location of Philip lexngst01 s

fort of 1721.  _ + A P
It is posesible, even with some confidence, to agfee thé'uﬁhamed
forts of 1739 and 1745 were on the same site, Athough the weight of the

evidence suggests that Ft, Clintun (1746) was on' this site alsp, it
, L
cannot be stated with absolute L&)Laiﬂty. a . »,'jjﬁ' ’
Fe. Hardy (1757) is clearly on a different site,
PRESIENT CONDITION:
A site, presumsbly that of Ft. Clinton (1746), is located B

approzimately one mile azcuth of sSahuylevville, east of uouto #4 i a d6-acvre
p > s
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o

developmental or protective parposes would be readily avai}”'ie. Certainly

there are no major proparty improvements to contend with, Rdute'#é'provides

excellent access. o I

Vere it not for the fact that a portion o£ the existjng remains,‘ﬂ

have alreudy been eroded into the river, ve would who]eheartedly cndorse a.

full-scale, accurate rastoration of thn Lort. Even so, the problem of"

reconstituting and stabilizing the river bank tqQ prov1de suffxcient land
A} .
for the entire fort complex is not an 1nsurmountable one:

Also, the old Albany-Schuylerville road passed close by the fort.

1f marked, it ‘would add an important dimension to the story.

In general we sufgest the major interpretivc theme would be

.

the story of the folurial wars up to Burgoyne s Campaign of 1777. Thus,i
between thP effort% of the State and the Natxonal Park Serv1ce, a broad
sweep of history would be well ccvered and, ’conveniently SO, from the'po{ﬂt”
of view of the visitor. Minor inLerpret1ve themcs mlght Qell 1nc]ude’the
Indian story; tha great natural watorways' Lhe Lide of Europ@sn settlement‘>
and the politlcal b 0hgrounds of the State.‘

He believe Lhese interpretive themes to be of statewide 51gn1t1cance.

EVALUATION:

For several veasons, this rcport haS inrluded more detali than
might be expected. The basic 1ea&on is, of course,'thdt the Txust ist’
inquiring about a givcﬁ piece of real estate. Hence the problem;of prégiéé
location of each of the forts becnmes‘basic;, 1t is leé.igporténtltd knoQ
what fort ohe Tmay be veferring to., We héve éeen the information on Fhe:v
State marker may not be entirely correct. -

From the point of view of acquisition and developﬁent, thege are

both fawvorable and vefevorable sspects, Smme favorable points are:
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) protect them from the plow; Despite these precautions, fragments of

~brick and stone can still be found on the Curfac

) | s a

cornfield owned by Mr. Polie Germain of Schuylerville. The site is

dl:ectlv on the west bank of the Hudson River, ‘and is, in fact ‘alréady

partia!ly destroyed by erosion.

About 1960, Mr. Germain's excavations (Lhe last o£ many by

several people) disclosed the basal portions of a rectangular, stone-
walled structure. He covered- the remeins with suff1c1ent dlrb to ;"

i

£

Very few artifects were xecovered from the 1960 wozk Mxxed

with possible period pieces (e g green glass wine bottle fragments,

bricks; a 1744 Lo1n, iron»kettle fragments) are obV1ously modern W1re'"

i

L

nails and bottle sherds.

" In addition to Mr. Germain's" excavations, the site has been

“well pothunted for many years. Possibly some of‘thiéb&étérial—wadid“be '

made available_to the State, but the consensus is'that_this:wbuld not

w

be Likély. ‘ L ~:.L'3f,

What site 13 this?’ Oniy Anrextéﬁsivé‘aréh;eéioéicalnéig holds

any réal promise of aﬁ Answér. The general area ﬁounded by thu Hudaon'
River on the eaét,sRoute #4 ohtthe wast, Fish Creek on the north and tha
site on the south is contiunally ‘under fnvastipation.1,There is reéent
evidence of the use of metal detcuLo*s. There is an unidentxfled‘fohndarlon‘
tucked in the woods between the festéréd Schuyler hoppe aqd phﬂ rlver.
?erhaps uthéf sites are buried under the'%ill dumged_by the étntelauring

dredging operations. ' R

The 36-acre fama, owned by Mr. Polie Germain and on which the
site ig located, !s vnencumbered by intrusions  of gny kind, It is entircly

on the river £lule. We were led to balleve that sdditionsl lanids for
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”} -

1} Sufficlent land is owned by one man, Mr, Polic Germain of -
Schuylerville, so that negotiatioﬂs f01 purchase are 81mplified

2) To the north, Mr, Germain s land abutts property owned by the ﬁt

National Park Service and the Village of Schuylerville. Thus, ‘Z.'

the danger of adverse dnvclopment is reduced

.-

3) The dtvelopnent of a State site here would complement Lhe Natlonal

Park uclvice program and be mutually advantageous to both

- 4) 1t would be convenient for the visitor by concentrating a broad :
N A3 st T

| sweep of New York hiotory (1600's to 1777) in the general area t -

of Schuylerville., T . ;A;

The unfavorable points ares
13. We underﬂtand that a major hlghway, elther para]lellng or rep1a01ng

Route #4, is being considered, This hlghway may condemn the 51te

) beyond recall
S 2) ’1he vest bank of the Hudson. Rlver has eroded to the polnt where
part of the ex sting foundation@ .are alreudy deetroyed Thus

. a full- scale teatoration of the foxt would be 1mp0531b1e W1Lhout

S L S

- oonsldarable refilling and stabilization of the river bank.

3) i?he possibility of reaﬁquiring orlginal artifac ts seems remote;/fn
: Howevtr, a thorough archeeological ehcavation undoubtedly would

racovar gome m&terialv. . o

4) ‘ArchaLology is also absolurely necesqary to contlusxVe;y 1donL1fy
tha existing remalns.u At this Junctute we rannot state W1th
AccrLuinty vhich fort site fhis is, or if it is a fort site.
kvrhaph these remains are those of a bulldxng a<soc13Led wzth the
fort, rather than the stoskade itgelf Pexhapu Lney a;e part of J
one of the early fawms at Sﬂhuylerv,l1c. At this writing we believe

this site to be that of Fi. Clinton (1746).
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A} 9 I ‘!3
, In addition to these consjder&tions, there is another qﬁeqtiod
of Limost significance., What is the value of this specific S1te Lo the X

statewide historic sites program? The stories of the colonial wars’vof

the Europeur settlement of tha State; of the great natural waterways; and

of the political scene; are unqonteét&ble.f We bﬂlleve these storles

should be represented at a State Historicbaiteu However, is Schuylbrville

iy

the best. location to tell these srorler? Fort Edward and Fort Annc, for

examnlo, huve«esuentially the same hisrorical import. Some would argue for

.their greater significance because Lhey lie at the ends of the Great'

‘Carryiny place. The Great Carrying place was a porbage of many mlleg on

.a military road lying between the Hudson River and Wood Crtek Wthh

empties into Lake Champlain. Stillwater, Saratoga Co., also had a Sequence

ioE forts, The shores of Lake George and Lake Ghamplain are dottcd with

fort sites. The Hudson River Valley Commission lists Rogers Island at Ft,

Edward as a place of historic interest, Eut_mentiohsfnothihg at Schuylerville
for this peried. ,

On the other hand, through the work oi the Natlonal ParP Servxce,

. the S"huylcrville area alrcady has the Revolut:onary War qtory well in hand

Tie development of a State aife would supplement this w;thout conflict
It won!d provide the visxtuz with & htoad sweﬂp of reglondl hJSfOIy4 and

S

at the same t:mcj&t SChUyIUtVllle, concentrate several historic sites in

v /

an orderly fashion -for his‘convenience, énjéyﬁeht and;éﬂificétioﬁ;_

In shovt, wefhelievebthgre i} én ;mportant étorf to tefl.‘ However,
as wve ussupe the Trust would not wish fo acquire morelthan one of the sites
potentially capable of presenting this stépy,_wc are ‘hopeful the Trust will

pursuce a course.of action along the lines of the Report Recommendation.
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for the Trust's PonsideraLlon.

RECOMMENDATIONS: . ) o " s ‘

- The Office of State History recognizes the need to develop a‘

site where these events of Hew York history can be suitably interpreted._i

Wa bopa an outstanding site will be dovaloped dowever, we recommend ‘

that a decision rulative to Srhuylerv1lle be de;crled pendlng pOSSlble

'

study and investigation. The follow1ng sequential program is suggested

N

iy :
1) Consummate an agreement w1th Mr. Polie Germain to permit a

'f’thorough nrchaeological investigation, with an- option to buy,

”:should the 3esu1ts prove Gatisfactory. We 3uggest Lhza agreement ;f 

v e

f_be mada &s quickly as p0531b1e. Such a dig wou‘d identlfy thJs

~ ruin beyond doubt, and WOuld pruserve and document the artifacts

©, . still In the ground.

2) ”LnlisL tha Bupport of the Hudson Rivcr Valley CommiSS1on'and other

approp¥iate agnnries to protect poteﬁtial State Hxstotlc Sltes'f
withie theiy pdfvicw unLil a final daeis{cn 19 fcached
L 3) ‘Meanwhile, we will: be happy to conduct evaluat1ons of the 31tea:
\¥ at’ Stillwater, Eort Edward and Fort Anne and key their xnterpretzve
ffvalues into ewift1ng and/orvérobo%ed progxams at Fort Tlconderoga

and Lruwn Point.' P0551b1y oLher sxtcs should be’ evaluated also.

This comparacive 5tudy, we . believe, w111 assist the Trust in Lhe11
i . ¢ ,r‘k:

%electloh of. the most appropxiate ‘site. bljf{: .Jyé

In the light of ptesont knowlcdge, wc do4not consxder rhls to ‘be a
first—cl&sé site, However, it may be the’ besL available site, possibly in
conjunction with ntﬁors, to’interpret thls_very_lmportant story._»Thusl,wc

are urging additioenal stedy befdre a final determination is wade.
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TS 'msn?(m. nuds thu Savanteunth duy of January. nluotoen Hundred and iventy- tour )

& ot geswdd party ITHE SOBYH, that the- parnoa of the firss purt, in oonudarnnon of ong HUuD‘?SD :
DOLLAAS,. (%100, 00) laxful monoy of the Unuod States, pasd bg the Party of tha second mn

o 40 hereby romlise, relsaes, and quitelain unto the parsy of ths neeond part, her heu: aM-
. . oealgnu foraver, s - ' o ] '

£ AL TUAT PIYOX 0R PARCHL OF fa, sttuste, 17ing an being tn satd toxn of Saratogs,
- County of Saratopa and State of Nex York, deseribed as follexa: leglnnlng at o point 1n !he

gouth lins of lsnds aonveyod to. flora By Allen by Jennie Hammond and othota by daed dund uaroh

20, 1909. and recorded In Saratoga Gounty Clerk'a offlos Uay 8. 1909, .in Eook 270 of nqoda,
“at pepe 74, whers- the xe2t 1ins of ths house now atanding on seid yroqnn dcqar\had in ula

=7 "dend, produced, southerly strlkes sald south 1ins of the landa dnorlbed In: anld desd from

’

gama couras to the center of asafd highxap; thance northerly slong the genter ot u{d hlghny

-’ Hommond and othora to Anen; thoncu aoutbarly In the aame coumn olghty shroo taat thencn .

) 0 YOL23 B OBR‘LAIU and MiRry AONESS - OHMMH, Rlexife,~-0f the ‘Youn and Gounty of sarA e
Sugt, B York, partten of tho fivat part, and CORA B, ALLEY, of the eama placs, psriy o! tho'

uounterly in & 1ine pcrallal Yo tbe aaid aouthatly line of anld cou B. nlon propcr\y 77 fset

S to'a point where the portberly line of dald allen lot produced essterly atrllaa the center. of

© of the land heruby intended to bo conveyed which pin stands about 18 fasi xoateriy from t.),

uld hlghwayt thence weahrly to an fron pin driven in the ground at the northwasterly uormr

nerthwost corner of said Allen lend me describved In eald deed to her 8nd ebout Blx feet nnnh-

‘iprly from said northwest cornery thence goutherly to sn fron pin driven in the ground ebou\ Y

* feat wootowly from the southwest corner of land deuuribad in eald Ausn hud( n\or.uo eaaeerly

©4m & 1tno of which the gsoutherly line described In eaid Allen deed !s [ part to-the plaoe of

Loginning: 88l laat mentioned {ron pin st the southweat corner of tha land herein convsyad
ia 117 teet nore or less wagterly from the waat side of said highwaye It le undoratood thet

on agld Gamaln 8 lond neer or under hie tern te a certsin apring lh!oh is hlgher than uom o

the land herody convegad and whioch at certein nnher oonditlona overfloxs on eald landa, but

anfd Gortiein shall not be respongibvle for sny demege to eald landg heraby conveyed, oauaod \1’

* any such overnow provided eald Garrain ameil mo$ turn thu xaters thereof by sny nex opon!ng

or conatrustion on $¢ s2{d illen lende., Baid Allen agresn %o build and melntain tomes n'oun

the addftional plecs of land about 80 by 76 feot at the moutheast aide of {he !omer Allen

" property- of sufficlemt conetruotion to restrain fomle from trespaeaing 6n satd Germitn. landu

Qoorgo . Rathaway,- noﬂpagae, having az‘racd t0o furnish a fence io Bald Allun tor the flrn

fem:{ng theroof on the weet and poutherly aides thersof. Ths luuds horolns‘oove dssorlurl notv

© . tueluded n aald deed from Racmond o Allen above recited aro portlon of lande oonveyed b._

--Beores . Hathuway ond wifo to aaid Osrmain dated l’snuary 1, 1921, and tnarenﬂar racordod ln

‘Soratogs County Clerk's offies, B -

N TOTVEMER, with the eppurtananoea 8nd 01l the oatate ard righte of the partles of -‘he‘: ‘
. pér\ in ond to ocid premlaéa. 'Io have snd to hold the premises hornln gumaé unto th

- of tho seoond -part, her helrs end ssaligos foraver, ) -
TH WITDASY WTFREOP, the partiase of the flrat par\ han horsunto st ‘helr hnnda‘and

the duy ond ,yzmr first above wriston. L. o
In presonce of-- : © TPOLIE R. GERUAIN . LS
VARY AORES OzmuAtn Ty, g
GTATR OF 4EW YOSt , S '
CEURTY OF 86734074 H o 7 T

Cn this 17%h day of Jonanry in the vear HNinstoen Yundred und twonty-four befors o

Ey to the weeterly 8ide of the highway known ma the. meerford & Bmtqhall Iurnpikn thenta in- th:
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‘e, th‘a .aubeoribor porsonslly appearod FOLIE E: CERUATY ard IGARY AONZS GE{(M}H ;hio 'IU

:ta ume known end Xpown to umo 10 bo tho same paraons deserited ip ond “%ho oxeoutod, ‘the

; ﬂthln Ims\rumoni. and thoy gavarally acknowledged t¢ we thad-idoy oxooutod the pame.

TR e : + & TWa. B, Ostronder, Burrogate

v ) L .
Reooraed Jom, 19, 1924, 10160 K. Ms B e

18 _rlrmxn'run. made thie 19%h day of Jenuary, in the yeor of our Lord ome thous

* pine hundrad- and Zwsnty four beiween FRARY VAlt PELT of toxn of Provldence, Sautoéa
‘tato of flew York, psrsy of tha firad pert,” sand HELEN VAD PELT, hie wife of saue plac

poriy of the as0ond part, WITHNESSETH, that the aaid party of the firat part, in eonsi

ation of the Aum of ONE DOLLAR, 'lamful money of the United 3tates, o nim duly paid,

Qold. end by ‘thess presents, d40es gunt 8nd convay $o the aaid parily of ¢he'second pal

" her heire snd sesigns & one helf Intereat in and o
ALL THAT PIECE OR ?APOI!L OF LAUID, situate i{y Zoxp of Providence, Sarstoge counu

flax York btounded se follows bnlng 2ot Hé 4 in the ‘gub diviaion, original lota uo. 141

142 146-114 in & pa\sm granted to John Glenu & 44" othera and bsgmnms at the Bonhe

ohialns end 60 1inkg to the South West bounds thereof; thence South &1° Weat.19 chaine

 4hé south Bnat corner of Lot No. 3 thence along the East dounds thoncf Lorth. 5O -ohal

by hla father Mertin Sleessr and nox or forserly in possasalon of Pottsr Yan Pelt pon

!'ns About ons hn'nﬂrzd‘ucrns of lond nore or less, promises above dosc¢ribed ber‘nsb'e'ane

premhs eonveysd h,y mrrmty Doed .dnted Maroh 18%h 1901 from John Ven Pois end x(fe
- Frank Van Pell- -nd reuordod in Sarsioga Ouuuﬁy Clorka offlce MYey 14th 1901 in Book 232

“PDeads al ysn £94,- The ona helf in‘svaet of Frank Vnn Polt In two pleces of land au

‘ doanrlhad ia come,ved ror the wole purpose of makxing thon Joint Deads' 'ee(ng h\ubund

ug pwpeny RY revon to-the lnrvlvor 1ne\ plece ‘deserited and orasod bams already

o&n\ Deedi - o — . . . . e
WITH THE AYPU? SHAHCES, nnd sn the Ee‘ato. 1!:10 and }nhtest tnerein of the asi&‘

. peﬁy of the fh-st pnr%. And tha anld ‘Frank van Pa'n dooa horo‘oy eovenany and asra
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THIS INDENTURE,

Made the Q‘”\ day of November, Two Thousand Six

Between RAYMOND S. GERMAIN, residing at 20 Via Maria Drive, Scotia, New
York 12302, STANLEY G. GERMAIN, residing at 1 Hewitt Square, #222, East Northport,
New York 11731 and MARY ANN GERMAIN, residing at 425 Bread & Milk St., Coventry,
Connecticut 06238

parties of the first part,

@4<: and OPEN SPACE CONSERVANCY, INC., 1350 Broadway, Room 201, New York, New
York 10018-7799

party of the second part.

WITNESSETH, that the parties of the first part, in consideration of One and 00/100--
weemmmemmeereeee—-($1.00) Dollar lawful money of the United States, and other good and
valuable consideration paid by the party of the second part, does hereby grantand release
unto the party of the second part, their heirs and assigns forever,

ALL that certain piece or parcel of land situate and being in the Town of Saratoga, County
of Saratoga and State of New York, bounded and described as follows:

BEGINNING at a capped iron rod, located at the intersection formed by the westerly line
of New York State Route 4 with the Southerly line of Schuyler Street, thence in a
southwesterly direction along the westerly side of New York State Route 4, the following
two courses: 1) South 11°15'40" West, 72.13 feet to a concrete monument and 2) south
09°13'11" West, 119.26 feet to a point; thence in a westerly, southerly and easterly
direction and along the lands now or formerly of William Hartloff and Darlene Duggan
(Liber 1651, Page 713) the following five courses: 1) North 78°32'40" West, 87.90 feet to
aniron rod; 2) South 14°22'01" West, 101.37 feet to a capped iron rod; 3) South 78°32'40"
East, 80.72 feet to a point; 4) south 08°21'53" West, 83.00 feet to an iron rod and 5) South
78°32'40" East, 33.17 feet to point; thence in a southerly direction and along the aforesaid
westerly line of the aforesaid N.Y.S. Route 4, the following 3 courses: 1) South 06°14'15"
West, 298.50 feet to a point; 2) South 10°57'43" West, 200.64 feet to a concrete
monument and 3) South 00°36'17" East, 220.93 feet to a capped iron rod; thence in a
westerly and southerly direction and along the lands now or formerly of Scott Goidup (Liber
1523, Page 332) the following two courses: 1) North 67°34'15" West, 294.46 feet to a
capped iron rod and 2) South 21°10'25" West, 317.81 feet to a corner fence post; thence
in a westerly direction and along the northerly line of said Helen Hoffman (Book 788, Page
359), the following five courses: 1) North 74°31'09" West, 169.80 feet to a point; 2) North
72°51'56" West, 201.40 feet to a point; 3) North 75°27'24" West 97.48 feet to a point; 4)
North 71°58'27" West 142.11 feet to a point and 5) North 79°38'45" West, 77.86' to a
capped iron rod; thence in a northerly direction along the lands of said Shostak (Book 973,
‘ Page 504 and Lois DeChiro (Liber 1307, Page 352), North 20°17'23" East 742.91 feet to
; a capped iron rod; thence in an easterly direction and along the lands of said Dennison
| (Book 735, Page 357) and William and Catherine Ippoliti (Liber 1500, Page 366), South
74°49'00" East, 460.19'tc aniron rod; thence in a northerly direction and along the easterly
line of the aforesaid lands of Ippoliti, North 14°34'00" East, 606.00 feet to a capped iron
rod located in the aforesaid southerly line of Schuyler Street; thence in an easterly direction
along said southerly fine of Schuyler Road, the following four courses and distances: 1)
South 76°13'21" East, 95.70 feet to a point; 2) South 75°04'26" East 71.52 feet to a point;
3) South 76°41'27" East 100.52 feet to a point and 4) South 75°58'52" East, 70.02 feet to
the point or place of beginning.

Containing in all 18.894 acres of land being more or less.
BamaaN
Grantor does hereby unto grant, bargain, sell, assign, transfer and set over to
Grantee all of its rights, title and interest in the agricultural use restriction reserved by
Grantor inthe warranty deed between Grantor and William Boyce and Juanita Boyce dated
April 7, 2005 and recorded in the Saratoga County Clerk's Office on June 8, 2005 in 1

Volume 1721 of deeds at Page 428.
2006219793
12/11/2006 11.18 35 AM
DEED

Kathieen R. Marchione, County Clerk FILED
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ArpreENDIX B: DEEDS (1837-2006)

Subject to any and all enforceable covenants, conditions. restrictions and
easements of record, which may affect said premises, if any.

Being a portion of the premises conveyed to Raymond S. Germain, Stanley G.
Germain and Mary Anne Germain, as tenants in common, by Raymond H. Germain by
deed dated April 29, 2003 and recorded in the Saratoga County Clerk's Office on May 7,
2003, in Book 1644 of Deeds at Page 693.

The said Raymond H. Germain died a resident of The County of Saratoga, State of
New York on July 26, 2004.

TOGETHER with the appurtenances and all the estate and rights of the parties of
the first part in and to said premises.

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the premises herein granted unto the party of the second
part, its heirs and assigns forever,

AND the said parties of the first part covenant as follows:
FIRST, that the party of the second part shall quietly enjoy the said premises;

SECOND, that the parties of the first part will forever warrant the title to said
premises.

THIRD, that the grantors, in compliance with Section 13 of the Lien Law, covenant
that the grantors will receive the consideration for this conveyance and will hold the right
to receive such consideration as a trust fund te be applied first for the purpose of paying
the cost of the improvement and that the grantors will apply the same first to the payment
of the cost of the improvement before using any part of the total of the same for any other
purpose.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties of the first part have hereunto set their hands
and seals the day and year first above written.

Réyménd S. Germain

Ay D 0 smonn

Stanley G¥Germain

: YNR
Mary Anne Germain

STATE OF NEW YORK )
COUNTY SCHENECTADY ) SS.:

On the‘?zﬁlday of November, Two Thousand Six, before me, the undersigned,
personally appeared RAYMOND S. GERMAIN, personally known to me or proved to me
on the basis of satisfactory evidence to be the individual whose name is subscribed to the
within instrument and acknowledged to me that he executed the same in his capacity, and
that by his signature on the instrument, the individual or the person upon behalf of which
the individual acted, executed the instrument

Nota blic PATTY L DOSTE
Notary Public, State of New York
Qualified (0 Montgomery County
No 4935678

My Commission Expires 621712
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STATE OF NEW YORK )
COUNTY OF SUFFOLK ) SS.:

On the 'Z day of November, Two Thousand Six, before me, the undersigned,
personally appeared STANLEY G. GERMAIN, personalty known to me or proved to me on
the basis of satisfactory evidence to be the individual whose name is subscribed to the
within instrument and acknowledged to me that he executed the same in his capacity, and
that by his signature on the instrument, the individual or the person upon behalf of which
the individual acted, executed the instrument

STATE OF CONNECTICUT ) )
COUNTY OF TOLLARD ) 8S.: ~-'DV21“L‘:S

On the 3% day of November in the year 2006 before me, the undersigned,
personally appeared MARY ANNE GERMAIN, personally known to me or proved to me
on the basis of satisfactory evidence to be the individual whose name is subscribed to the
within instrument and acknowledged to me that she executed the same in her capacity,
and that by her signature on the instrument, the individual or the person upon behalf of
which the individual acted, executed the instrument, and that such individual made such
appearance before the undersigned in the
(Insert the city or other political subdivision and state or country or other place the acknowledgment was taken )

Houdn St

Notary Public /Ny CommSS/en z)aph’(Si

@5 31,201

Record and Return to;

MhC 5166 -
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ArpreENDIX B: DEEDS (1837-2006)

THIS INDENTURE,

!
Made the - 1f lday of April, Two Thousand Five
/

Between RAYMOND S. GERMAIN residing at 20 Via Maria Drive, Scotia, NY
12302, STANLEY G. GERMAIN residing at 110 Brooklyn Ave., Freeport, NY 11520 and
MARY ANNE GERMAIN residing at 425 Bread & Milk Street, Coventry, CT 05238, as
tenants in common

parties of the first part,

and WILLIAM BOYCE and JUANITA BOYCE, Husband and Wife, residing at 109 General
Fellows Road, Greenwich, NY 12834
parties of the second part,

WITNESSETH, that the parties of the first part, in consideration of One and 00/100--
------------------------ ($1.00) Dollar lawful meney of the United States, and other good and
valuable consideration paid by the parties of the second part, do hereby grant and release
unto the parties of the second part, their heirs and assigns forever

ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND situate in the Town of Saratoga. County
of Saratoga and State of New York aforesaid and bounded as follows, to wit’

On the north by tands of George Stover; on the east by the Hudson River: on the
South by lands of Alexander Steward and on the west by the Champlain Canal containing
fifty-four and one-half acres and two rods of land be the same more or less.

Reserving a right of way over said lands running from the canal bridge easterly to
the Hudson River; thence southerly along the bank of said River to the lands of Alexander
Steward and being the same right of way now enjoyed by Alexander Steward over said
lands.

And also reserving a tract of land four rods wide running north and south through
said lands above described as the same is now surveyed for railroad purposes.

As said premises are described in a deed thereof from Hiram Cramer and wife to

said John H. Chubb dated December 27, 1870 and recorded in Saratoga County Clerk's

Office on the fourth day of April 1871 in Liber 119 of Deeds, at Page 384.

Being the same premises conveyed by Hanna h B. Chubb as executrix and William

S. Outranger as executor of the Last Will and Testament of John H. Chubb, deceased to_ 1

said George W. Hathaway by deed dated the 31st day of March, 1896 and recorded in
Saratoga County Clerk's Office April 2, 1898, in Book No. 210 of Deeds. at Page 534.

Being a portion of the premises conveyed to Raymond S. Germain, Stanley G. 4

Germain and Mary Anne Germain, as tenants in common, by Raymend H. Germain by~
deed dated April 29, 2003 and recorded in the Saratoga County Clerk's Office on May 7,

LT TeS R ST T2

The said Raymond H. Germain died a resident of the County of Saratoga. State of
New York on July 26, 2004.

Subject to any and ai! enforceable covenants, conditions, restrictions and
easements of record, which may affect said premises, if any and also subject to the
following agricultural use restriction. The above described premises shall be used for
agricultural use only, which is hereinafter gefined.
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"Agricultural Use" shall mean the production of (i) field crops, including corn, wheat,
oats. rye, barley, hay, potatoes and dry beans, (i) fruits, including apples, peaches, grapes,
cherries and berries, (iii) vegetables, including tomatoes. snap beans, cabbage, carrots,
beets and onions, (iv) horticultural specialties, including nursery stock, ornamental shrubs.
ornamental trees and flowers, (v) livestock and livestock products, including cattle, sheet,
hogs, goats, horses, poultry, milk and €ggs. (vi) maple sap, (vii) Christmas trees, and (viii)
trees for logs, lumber, posts or firewood. "Agricultural Use" shall not include accessory
buildings, the construction of any buildings being expressly prohibited.

With the exception of those uses and activities specifically defined above, the above
described property shall not be used by the Grantees for any commercial. recreational or
industrial purpose.

There shall be no construction or maintenance of structures of any kind , including
but not limited to, buildings, residences. radio towers, camping accommodations,
recreational vehicles or mobile homes, windmills, tanks, dams. impoundments or other
structures.

There shall be no dumping of ashes, trash, garbage, septage material, hazardous
waste, vehicles or other unsightly or offensive materiai.

The Grantees, by executing this deed, agree to the terms, conditions and
restrictions imposed by this indenture and shall not only be binding upon the Grantees, but
also their lessees, agents, personal representative. successors and assigns and all other
successors to Grantees in interest and shall continue as a servitude running in perpetuity
with the above described property.

The Grantees agree that the terms, conditions and restrictions and purposes of this
indenture or reference thereto will be inserted by Grantees in any subsequent deed or
aother legal instrument by which Grantees divest either fee simple title or possessory
interest in the above described property.

This agricultural restriction may be released only by the Grantors, their successors
and assigns by an instrument recorded in the Saratoga County Clerk's Office specifically
releasing this restriction.

The above parcet is to be used for agricultural purposes only. If changes are to be
made in the occupancy/use of any part or ali of this entire parcel, the owner of record shall
first return to the Town of Saratoga Planning Board for review and approval of any change
in occupancy/use.

TOGETHER with the appurtenances and all the estate and nghts of the parties of
the first part in and to said premises.

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the premises herein granted unto the parties of the
second part, their heirs and assigns forever,

AND the said parties of the first part covenant as follows.
FIRST, that the parties of the second part shall quietly enjoy the said premises:

SECOND, that the parties of the first part will forever warrant the title to said
premises.

THIRD, that the grantors, in comphiance with Section 13 of the Lien Law, covenant
that the grantors will receive the consideration for this conveyance and will hold the right
to receive such consideration as a trust fund to be applied first for the purpose of paying
the cost of the improvement and that the grantors will apply the same first to the payment
of the cost of the improvement before using any part of the total of the same for any other
purpose.

171 000 04729
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ArPENDIX D: FIRST AND SECOND HAND ACCOUNTS

Should serious scnsideration bs given to the susgestlon thet
"the field of ground arms” -~ the agtusl surrendey site bs lncorpor-
ated within the park holdings, it is felt that the following may well
eentain pertiment laforaetion of valum for review:

1. Sarretive depork of F. ¥. “ilshin, July 194l,

2. latter of ¥, ¥, ¥lishin to ¥ilo king, Fort Ticonderogs,
R. 10. AHW‘ 1{3, 19@&

The first of those items ls velf explanstory} the
seeond was in answer to the following letter from
¥p, ¥llo &, King, Henagar of Fort Ticonderogas, deted
¥ort Tloonderegs Aug, 10, 19i2:
-# desy ir, Lﬁihhiﬂ,

°I have & friead who is very sach interestad in
the lsst Hdga of Gen. Tates 8% laratom.

"He was told by »r, Bullapd that the house where
tr, Somke(?) is living iz the house. Is that trus?

"ilse what reiation has this houne, if it was the
last hesdguarters of Uen, Cates, to L surrendsr —
and whors dp you place the losatisn of the surrendes?
"Sarpy to bother wou - bubt I am guite smure that
my frisad w1l in time do somsthing for the Natl. Park
Servies,
*I mould 1iks your reply s soon az possible - Sorry’
"Eindeat regards.

»iinserely,

(sﬂiic) Hmw”
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Junior Historical Technisiun's Harrative Rspord for the onth
of July, 1941,

I. BHasesarch and Sarvey

in mocordanme with the meuorsndam of Coordinating Juperintendsnt
Romalds under date of July 18 an effort has besn mads to lacate sush
mp and doeumeatery material as would ssrve to wore definitely establish
the site of Durgoyne’s survender, This question has bsen brought prominerte
ly to the fore as the remlt of the proposal of the Qld daratogs Ciub to
parchase the site and pressrve 1t through a cooperative sgrecment with
the lational Park Servios, This proposal wea set forth in a semorandum,
July 15, of Superintendent Hamilton $& Coordimating Superintendwnt Ronaldas.

In considerstion of the questiocn of the murrandsr grounds site, thers
are two points to kesp in mind - [irst the site where the srms of the
frisieh Army were surrendered and second the aite whers Burgoyne surren-
dered his mword to Gutes., The flrst hes long been well established,
having been epocificsily designated in article I of the "irticles of
Corvention betwesn Lleut, Usasral Burpoyne and Hajor Ueneral Cates® -

"The treeps uvader Lisuk., Cenl., Surgsyne are to margh out of
theiv Camp with the honors of ¥apr & the artillery of the intrenche-
asnts to the Verge of the ilver whare the old Fort staod, wers
(#hers) the srms k artiliery are %o s lefs, the irms to bs piled
by word of Umemand from thelr ows officers.*

(liatee Papars, Eow lork Historleal [welety, X. 1.}

There are thres excellent maps to further verify thias pesitlon
naxaly

1. B e F W he 4 8 Ly, Genl,
' sarstoss on Lhe yf september 177
ad t the Uosvention wos ed. sngraved by om.
Faden. See Surgoyne, John, 4 Gtete o ,

Conada . . « loondoa 1780,

-5

3.

X
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The jand under sonaldsrstion for purshase by Lhe Uld Sarstoge {lub
is the plsce whore Durgoyne surrendercd his sword to (ates, & site whiech
is definitely in doubt, 5o much in veriance are wany of the sceounts of
this site that befers any decislon is amde it would seen advisndble to axhaust
sll contemporary desseriptive sccounie, mepe, traditionary commento snd the
1ike.

iisted below are a few of ths comments lound to date:
-y A G U
#ilxinson, Jasmes, Hempirs of ¥y Own Tines, Philadelphia 1816, pp. 3Z2-322.

1. "Sarly on the worains of the 17th, I vialted faneral Burgoyne
in his camp, and sccompenied hin to the ground where his wray was
to lay down thelr ares, from whenus we rode to the badk of the
Hudson's river, whiek ho surveyed with attention, sand asked mo
whother it was pot fordsble, Uertainly uir, but do you observe
the peopls on the eppesite shore? TYes, replied he, "I have gsen
then too leng.”

" then propossd te be introdeced to Censral Gates, snd we
eroased the Fishkill and progesded towards his head quarters,
Ceneral Hupgoyne in front with hle ad jutant~guneral, Eingstea,
and his sideg-de-camp Captain Lerd Petersham and Lisutunent
w5l ford behind his then folleowed iajor-genaral Philiips, the
Saren lefdesel sad the other gemeral offlcers and thelr sultes
acsording %6 renk, OGensral lates advised of Burgoysm's approsch met
him at the bead of his camp, Burgeyne in & rich royal uniform, and
Gates in a plain blua frock, when they had approached nearly within
sword's langth they reigned up and halted, I than namsd the
zertlemen and Jenersl Dursoyne raising his bat most grasefully
sald, “The fortune of war, General -imtes, has nade w8 your
prisoner,” to which the ennquerer, paturning a courtly salute,
promptly replisd, "I shall aiways be roady to bear testimony that
1% has not been through any fault of your excellancy.” Halor-
reneral Fhillips then advanced, and ho and Ueparal Cates saluted
aad shook hands witn the familiarity of old Aequaintsnces, The
Baren Reidessl and the other officers were introduced in thelr
tuyn, and &s soon se the esremony was congluded, I lefi the party
and raturned to the %ritish eanp to satablish gusrds, hLake Bn
acoount of the oFdnengs and pive arders for the sareh of the
prisoners.”

2, Letter of Censral sbenewer Hatten frowm the sacatoge
Jantinsl Bovember 10, 1835 published in tone, Ve by
The Csmpeign of Lieut. Uen. Jehn Burgoyne, ard the
ixpsdition of ilest. Col. darry %%, Leger, slhany
1877. pp. 378-380.
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3.

H#gtet Lbeneser satton wes born in Acherst, Xass.,
aug. i¥, 1755, and disd there Dept. 17, 1843. The
son of a farmer, he graduated from Dartmouth Collspe
in 1776, and then Joined the artillecry eompany at the
battle cf Jarstoga, snd left the warvice with the rank
of major,

*Buring this day (the 10th) we oapiured fifty Indians, and &

Jdarges nuaber of Canadians and toriss. = remmined at Fort Ldwerd -

t11l the worning of the 13th., bBeing then informed of the arzitice which
had baen agresd apon, we were ordersd Lo return to our position upea

the Zattenkill amd repulr our works. hare wa ressined till the morninog
of the 17th, vhen we received orders to repalr to en, ietes's hesd
quarters on the west slde of tme rivsr,

"is we passed along we saw the Uritish army niling (not etasking)
their arma; the plles of arae extending from Sehuyler's orasek northward
nwarly to the house on the Kill Lefore mentiored, The rengs of piles
ran aleng the ground wast of the road then traveled, snd oast of the
eanal as, 1 aw Llnformed, it now wune. :

"dust below the islend me pussed the river, wnd cusme to fan, Gates
marquss, situated on & level plese of ground, from 130 to 150 rods swuth
of sehuyler's srsek. # 1littls south and west of thia thers ig a rising
ground, ob whieh our aray was postad, in order te sppear to ths best
advantags. & part of it was alse advantagoously drawn upes the sast
side of the river. aboat noon on the L7th, Jun. Burgoyns, with a
nauvar of hle officers, rode up near to the sarques, in front of
which Uen, Yates was sitting, atbended w»ith many of is officers,

The sides of the marquse wers rolled up, so tint was trensanted might
be ‘seon. {an. burgoyns dismovnted and apyroached ‘an. Latss, who
rose and stspsed ferward te meet him, Gen, Lurgoyns thep delivered
up bl sword Lo den. atas, whe received It in his left hand, at the
sane time sxtending bis rizht nand Yo take the rlght hend of Cen,
Enrgoyne .,

"after a fow mieatss conversation, Jen, Gatss reaturasd ths sword
to Gen, Purgoyne, who received it ia tne aest graceful and gentlesanly
mannsr. Tha rest of Burgoyne's offizers then deliverad up thelr
svords, and hed tham rastered to thew likewise., Thay then alli
repairsd to the tadle und wore seated, and while dining, ths
prisoners wers pezaing by . ., .

HW', N z&n’ “1"'*&-3‘” to !:;atﬂﬂ.
Yiotes Helative to tns Cempsign sgainst Surgoyne.”
Hawsnohusetts Histerical oeiety Provesding
Teb, 1828, v 3, pp. 278-280.
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o+ » "Un the efghteenth the ensmy piled thale arms on the low grownds
of Genersl fchuylar's fare, sbout ten o'glock ».K., of that day, whenm
Cenaral Burgorynesent wn of2leer to inform Seceral Cates that he was
approsthing, General Uates At that time was meunted o horsabssk,
with his family, reviewing 4he general sltuation, when Coneral Furgoyns
with Seneral Philips, Lord Petershan, General Reideisal; and a
poaber of others composing his smitej- with (smsral Gates, Colonel
Filkinsen, Celonel Troup, kajer srastrong, Hajor Fleras, isjor Hughes,
Colonel Lewis [, .. ¥, Usneral, and & mumber of other officere, if I
ragolleqt right, were at thelyr posts., The salutations ware familier
and polite; and the two sultes, & &., retired to & large marquee that
had been preparsd for thelr reesption. 1 do not recollsct the clreuse
stanoss about Depsral Burgoyne presenting his sword ia teokes of
surronder: this can be procursd from Geperal Ustes. The army was, on that
day drewn up in twe lines, colers flylag, - the head of the linss
beginning at Figh Ureek, snd 20 extending towsrds headquarters, under
the oommand of Uemeral Gloverj and,sbout eleven o'eclock, the British
began their meroh through them, with eolors tased, which was not
ecomplated 511 late in the sftermson. Un the enirancs of ihe british
froat, the music beat "YIankee Ucodle", aud so contimmed till the march
was cospleted. The ameriesns bebaved with sdmirablie order, with
shouldersd arms, and not & single insult was glven.”

Hote: luks de La loghefoucsulid -~ Lisnesurt, French
Pablicist was born in Koehe Gayon, Jan. 1k,
1747 and died in Psrip, Harch 28, 1827, Vavorite
of Lenis XV1 he was foreed during the Freasch
levelution to flee %o inglund, Ho later wisited
the Unltad States and after extensive travels
here bought & farm in Pernsylvania. Upon the
restoration of lLouis X¥ILI he war crested a
puser. Ha sstablished the first savings bank
1x Yranes and was lnstrumental in introducing
waocination into Franse, Tiuls letter im con-
tainend in hia vork®s VYoyape dsns les Etata-
Unis” 8 voln. Mew Tork 1795-7. (otons, ©. L.
Yiaits to the Jaratoza Battlegrounds, Albany
1895. pp. 100-104).

*1 have seen” says Lhe Lue, "Jehn Jaohuyler, the sldest aon
of the gunsral. For a fow ainutas 1 had slready convarsed with

him at johenoctady, and wap now with him at Saratoga. The

L
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Journey to this place wasz extyressly painful, on socount of

the soorching heaty but Saratoga in & Sownship of too great
importsnee to be peased by unobserwved. If you love the English,
xre ford of converslag with them, and live with them on terms
of familiarity snd friendsnip, 4t ie no bad thing if sconsion.
aliy you cen say Lo them, '3 have seen Saratogs.!

"Yes, I have mean this truly memorable place, which may
be considered «s the spot where independsnns of Amecriea was
peated; for the events which indused Great Hritalm to acknowl-
sdge that indepsndance wers obviously conssguencess of the
capture of Usneral Purgeyne, und would, in all probabdliity,
nover have happsned sithout 1t, The dwelling-houss of John Sehuy~
lar stands exeetly on the spot wvhers thls Leporiant cecurrence
took place. /JStone states this is an erroy/ Flsh Cresk, which
flows cless to thw howss, fermed the line of defence of tha
gamp of Lim bngliehr genarsl, which waas formed on an eminance
a quartsr of & mile from the dwelling., The dnglish casp was
aleo sntirely surrounded with a sound of sarth to streagthen
ite dafence, In ths resr of the camp the Uorman troops wers
postad by divisions on & commanding height, consunicsting with
the exinencs on which Caneral Furgeyns was encsaped. The
right wing of the Uermen ocorps had & communication with the
Jefy wing of the knglish, and the left extendad towards thw
river. Ganeral (ates was envsmped on the other side of the
ereek at the distanos of an «ighth of a aile from General
burgoyne, his right wing stretolwd toward ths plaing but he
endsavored to shelter his troops a# muoch as possible from
the snemy's fire ontil ha resclved ta form the attack. OGone
erel Bellson, at the head of the izesrican militis, ecoupied
the haights on tie other side of the river, and engaved the
attention of the laft wing of Lhe Inglish while other smeriesn
troops observed the wmovements of the right wing, in this
position Caneral Hurgoyns sarrendered his army. His provisions
wars nearly consumed, but he was amply supplied with artillery
and ammunition. The apot rexsins exactly az L4 then was,
exeapting the sole slpeusstance that the bushes, which were
cut down in front of tha two armies, are sines grown up agsin.
Hot the laset alblsration has taken place alnce that tims, The
entrenshuents etill existy nay, the footpath is still seen on
whiech the adiutant of Ceneral Getes proceeded to Lhe angiiek
zeneral with the ultliamstum of the imsrican commander; the spot
on which the ecounall of war was hald by the sngllsh ofilcaras
remains unaltered. You moe thw way by sxhieh the sagileh column,
after it had been jJoined by the Jermans, {iled off by the laft
1o lay down thelr srms within an ancleni fort, which wis cone
structed in the war under Lhe reign of uesn Asnnej you sea the
place whers the unfortuncie srmy was nacesaltated to Tord the
ereek in ordsr to reagh Lhs rosd to Albany, and to sirch sleng
the front of the smerican army} you ses the spot whare lsnarsl
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2.

Bargoyns surrsmilered up his merd to Ceneral Gates, when the
men, who two months bafore had threatsened all the rebels,
thelr psrents, their wives end their ohildren with pillage,
saeking, firing and sealping, if they did oot jJoin the Epgiish
banner, was campelled to bend British pride under tiw yoks

of thess rehels, snd when %e underwent the two-fold humilis-
tion as a ministerlal agent of the sngiish gowrnmant to
submit to the dietates of rewvolted subjects and a commanding
genersl of disoiplined reguler troops, and to surrender up
his army to a wultituds of half-armed and half~clothed
psasants, To susteln so severs a misfortumns and not to die
with despeir exceeds not, it seems, therefore the strangth

of man, This mamorable spot lles in & corner of the ecurt-
yard of Johpn fehuyler; he was thea a youth twolve years old,
and placed on an eminense, st the foot of which stood Generel Gates
and near whdoh the imerioan army wes dramn up, to ses thelr
dissraed soenies panss by, His estate inaludes all the tract
of ground on whish both armies wers sncamped and he knows

as it wers their every step. Fow happy smast an american fwel
in the possession of such property if his bosom be anywioe
suscaptibis of wmurm feslings!l It is a matter of astonish-
sant thetl nsither Congress nor the legislaturs of Rew lIork
should have arscted & monument on thls spot reciting in

piain terme this glerious event and thes calling it to the
recollection of all awn whe should pass thie way to keep alive
Lt sentiments of intrepldity and courage snd the senee of
glory whieh for the bepefit of imarica should be handed down
smong Ameriesns froa goneration to gensrstion,”

Neilson, Charlss, in Uriginsl, Complisd and Corrected
1‘

1} 0 3 Corroee
gount of Hgrgoyne's Canmpalun, o

el

ia the morning of the 17th, Cslensl %ilkinssn was directed
te visit ‘leneral Umrgoyms in his camp, and sccompany him to the
green in froct ef old Fort Hardy, on the north bank of Fish areek,
and near {te Iinterssction with the Hudson, where his army wae teo
lay down their arma, from themce thay rode to the margin of the
river, which he surveyed wmith attentlon, snd askud whether it
was not fordable, "Certsinly, sir; btut do you obsarve ths
pescple on tha opposite shors?' “Tes," ne replised, *I have mpean
tham toe leng!”™ Ue tlon preposed te be Introdused to leneral
Gates, and they arossed Fish oreek, smi procesded to iwmad~
quarters, Csmural Durgoyne in front, with hix idjutant-Oenersl
Lingston, snd his aido-de-sarp Captain Lord Petershem, and
Lieutenant “ilford behind him; then fellowed Uajor-General
Fhillips, the Daron Heldesel, and the other generel officers,
and their anits, according to rank, Gsnural Catos, advised

[ #1
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of Burgoyne's approash, met his st thw head of his camp

about three-lourths of a mile south of Flah ersek, Burgoyms, in

& rich royrl uniform, and Gates in & plain blue frock; wxhen they

hed aporosehsd nearly nithin swordds length, thwy reined ap and
hatted, The Colons}l then mamed the gentlemen, and General Burgoyns,
ralising his het, most gracefully, said, "The fortuns of war, Censral
Gates, has mude me your prlssnerp” to whish the conguerer, returaing
a senrdly maluts, promptly replied, "I shal)l always be pesdy to basr
testimony, that it has not been throagh any fault of your excelleney.”

Yajor Gensral Phillipe then adwancad, snd he amd Gensral Cates
salutead and shook hande with the famlliarity of oléd sequuintsnces,
The Bayon leldewsl, and Lhe other of?iceras, wers introduced in their
Lurn.

After the intreductory ceremony was gone throegh, burgoyne,
with his gemarsl officers, was invited %o the head quarters of
Censral (mtes, and entertalned by him & dirner, They were received
with the utmowt courtesy, snd with the cunsfderation due to vrave
tut amfortunste man, The converoation wes unrestrained, affable, and
free, Indwed the conduet of Genaral Gates throughout, after the
tarse of surrendar had been adjnsted, was marked with oqual delieney
and pagnanimity, ae Surgoyme himself sadaitted in & letter to the Harl
of Serky. In that Jettar the captive general particuiarly mentioned
one aircusstance which, hw said, axessded ali he had sver saen or
read of on & liks oscnnion. It was the faet, that when the Pritish
soldisrs had marghnd out of thelr caap to the place whers thay were
to plie their arms, got 8 man of the imerigan trosps wes to bs ssen =~
GCensral fwtas having ordered hls whole army aut of aight, thst not
ons of them should be & spectator of the humiiiation of the iritish
treapa, nor offer the smallest insult te the vanguished. Tuis was
a refinemont of delicaey and of silitary gnnsroeity and politeness,
refleoting the highest credit apon the eonnuaror; and was spoken of
vy the officsrs of Burgoyna in the stronpgest terss of approbatien.

ifher the British treops laft thely encamprent, and had marohed
ta the "green* in front of Uld Fort Herdy, whers they deposited their
arms, and emptied their cartridge Lomes) they wers again formed in
line, with the light infantry in front, and eseorted by a company of
1izkt dragoons, precesdsd by two officera mownted, and bearing the
stars and stripes waving triumphantly, through the iusricsn camp,
On their spprosch, snd as they marched betwsen the long lines of
viatorious troops, who wers than paradsd on opposites sides of the
road, for mear a mile in extent,

The imericsn Band, with eheerful sound

Uf sonorous Drwe, ‘rench horn and Bugle,

Vil
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3.

ke

5¢

inde the nedghtoring hille, in joy, rescund,
To the thund'ring tune of Yankes Doodlel

AY thie womant the two Osnerals care out of Catss's margues bto-
gethay. The smericosn commander faced [roat, and Burgoyne did Liw same,
standing on his left. Xot & word »as spoken by either, snd for sore
ningtss, Lhsy stood silestly gesing on the ocens before Lhem - the one,
no doubt, in alli the pride of homest success} the other, the vietim of
regret and sensibility. Burgoyne was & large and stoutly formed men,
nis eountensnce was rough amd hard, but he had & handsdme figare and
noble alr, tisten wes & ssaller men, »iith puch less of manner, and
destitute of that sir which distinguishsd Zurgoyne. Presently Uenoral
Burgome as by provious understanding, stepped back, drew his sword,
and in the face of the two araies, ss it were, presentsd it to Usnersl
Gates, who vecolved and instantly retarned it in the most courteous
mnner, They then returned Lo the sarqgues,

dePayster, Malor J. “ettg ¥isih of
\%o\.S—’ (F(;tﬁm’ 3 Lo, ¥ git. A “arato B.&t!lﬁ »
P 262,

"Igprgoyne delivered np his sword to Cates on a litile level
spot overlooking the river roxd, abont a mile south of Jehuylsrville,
and the British lald down thelr sree about the site of 0ld Fort
Bardy, Just nerth of the Fishkill and esst of Hchuylerville, acrves
the strean frow sehuyler's xansiom, whish Durgeyne burned after his
last esrouee in it the previcus night.®

¥ Ge B
(ntene, #, 1., Visits to the Sers Battlegrounds.
ppe 203204,

*The right of Gates! esmp was sbout a mile soulh of Flsh Creek,
and the line extendsd into the wonds over slevuted ground, opposita
to Burgome's right, snd Lhe advapced posta were nesr ihe cresk
epposits those of the Lrkish.*

logwsing, Bsawon k., Pletorial {idld-fook of the
Aevelution. New lork 1B51. pp. 93, B0O-8l.

"The placs where Liates and Purgoyme had their first interviaw
{dslineatad on p. Bl) is about half way between Fish Creek znd Gates's
headquarters, After visiting these localitiss, we returned to the
viilage, end spent an hour upon the ground where the lritish army
laid down thelr arms, This locelity I have alrwaedy noted, and
will not detalin the reader loager than to mentlon the faet that

Ix
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the plain whereon this event took place forsed part of the sxtensive
peadows of General Sehuyler . . . ." (See skatoh p. B1.)

"Am seon as the troops had leid dwn thelr arms, lenaral
Burgoyne proposed to be introdused to Censral Gatas. They eroasad
¥ish Cresk and progosded towsards headquarterw, durgoyns in froat
with his adjutant penersl, Xingston, snd his alds-de-cemp, Captain
lord Patersham snd lisutensat ¥ilford, bebind hiam. Then followed
Cenarals Philiips, Heldesel, and Hamilton, and other officers and
sultes, ascording to rank. Genersl Gates was informad of the
appreach of Purgoyne and with his stafl met him a4t the head of his
eamp, sbout 8 mile south of the Fish Creok, Furgoyne in a rich aniform
ol searlet and gold, and Gelea in a pimis blue frogk-coat, “hea
within ahout & swords length, they reigmed up and haltad, Colonsl
vilkinson then nemed the sentlemen, and Genersl Burgoyms, raising
his hat grucefully, sald, "The fortuns of wmar, ueneral Uites, haas
muds me your prisoner.” The vietor prowptly replisd, "1 spall always
be ready to besr testimony that it has not besn through any fault of
your exselleney.* The other officars wers introducsd ln turn, and
the whole party resnired to Ustes headguarters, shere & sumptuous
dinmer vy served” . . . . -

Regapitalation

Though these accounts do not exhaust the evidence that will be
oltimately examined neverthelsss they are sufficlent to Lilustrats
the difficulty iavolved in definitely locating the site of the
meeting between Gates and Burgoyne. It 1s donbtful if ressarch
can ever definitely establish & mite of this naturs which hes gone
ummarksd for 164 ysars yet nsverthmless it msy well be In the resln
of possibility to ostablish the locsle, A review of the avidence
would seem to leave littlas doubt that it was south of Fish Creek
near the right hesd of the iverisan cemp.

"He (furgoyne) then propossd to ba intruduced to
Benorel Catas, and wa crossad the FishKill and proeaaded
towards his headquarters . . . . Gensral Lates adviand of
Mirgoyne's approsch set him at the hesd of nia camp.”

Mattoon -

aJunst below the lsland we passed thw river, and came
to Uen. Cates margues, situated on 8 level plece of ground,
from 130 to 150 rods south of .chuyler's cresek {Fish Cresk).
A 1ittie south and wesi of this there is & rising ground,
on which our army was poated, in order o appesr to the best
advantags,”
S
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*He {lurgoyns} then propesed te bLe introduced t
Goperal Gatas, and they esrosned Flsh (reek, and
procesded to hesd-quarters . . . . Gensrel Catsg, advised
of Burgoyna's approach, met him at the head of his
camp .:bm:t thres=fourths of s nile south of Fish
Cresx” . . . .

ds Feystar -

"Bupgoyme delivered up his eword to Cates on 2 littls
level ssot evirlooking the river road sbout a nile seuth
of Iehnylerville.”

72 } -

*The risht of Cates' oasp was about a mile south
of Fish Creek.”

lossing -~

*The plase whers Cates and Burgeyne had thelr first
interviaw (delinested on p. B1) is about half way
between Fish Creek and Gates headyusrters.”

Tihen all evailable metarial has bsen sxamined, 1t is pleuned to
go sarefully over tha ground and with enginesring assistance tie as
meny points &8 poszible. It way thus prove possible to wary clozely
astablish the original site,

In conversation & few days age with ir, 7. i. Townley, Principal
of Lhe Gehuylerviils High :obool, it was learnsd that ths eity had
resently murchased ths site of old Fort Rardy sncompassing an area
of about 10 or 15 acres, Thus ateps have finally bean takan to
proserve the site of the "Fleld of Groundsd arms." Hers it would
seew is the significent mits - the site where Lha ams, artillery,
smmunition, squipwent and bapgage wers surrendered meking the
British army an lmpotent force, Fere the curtain was runy down
on one of the most exciting dramas in the military anpels of our
sountry, It is te this apot thet imericans for gmerations have cone
with mingled fselings of pride, admiration snd reverenss. It la
hoped that through & cooperative agresnent bhe Katjcnal Park servies
say assist in the preservation of this most momorable site,
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTUENT F THE INTHRIOR
RATIONAL PARK SBRVICE
FREDSRICKZBURG AKD SPOTSYILVARIA SOUNTY
BATTLA¥IELDS MEMORIAL RATIUNAL MILITARY PARK
FREDERICKSBURG, VIEGINIA

august 16, 1942,

Mr., Klle 4. Iing,
Fort Ticonderoge,
Fort Tloonderaga, . Y.

Deay ¥lla,

Um returnine from a shert trip I find your letter Teguesiing
information re;srding the lsut Hesdooariers of Usnersal utes at
Baratoga. It is interszting that your letier should concarn the
wory subject wileh I was working on at the tims of my transfer to
Fradericksburg. \nforinustsly, howevar, I haven't aso far been
able to complets tha mpart, Lespite this fact, 1 believe 1 amy
be of some easlstsnce.

The last Headquarters of Gates at Suratoge was uot Lhe house
to which you refsr, bub & Zield Headquarters where the eplacus of
the aurrender of Jurgoyne's sword took placs, I balleve this peint-
or a4t least the Lsmedinte locale ean be pretty weil established
from eye-xitness aseounts of the surrandar, 4s you are prouably
awars, ithere in a definits distinctisn between the site of the
sarrender of the arms, cannon, Bguipusnt, ate,, and the loestion of
Cates' fiald Isadquarters, where Lhas surrender of the sword took
m-

I am emolosing & copy ef & proliminary report I made on Lhls
subjeet in July 19,1, This includes both primary aud sscondary accounts.
is ia to be axpscted, many of the syo-nltnscs accounts differ - soue
rather widaly. Revertislens, from thees [ragmeniary aceounts & fair-
ly seourste picture can be drawn. This is particularly tree in ilght
of aiditional information I have found:

as, of Newhuryport, who commanded the Lssex
egiment, 4t the “mrrendar of DBurgoyne,
in 1777, (Uistorigal Umragine, Vel. iI,
Zeeond Lerice Yorriganis, i. Y., tenry
fe Dewaon 18TC.) 7

"rat, 13, Horchd Cron debuose Helghts
1o arratoga % miles “hort of the beting
Havoe & inosmpd snd one mile from @ nemles
linea™ . . .
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Blary of Ephrein Squier, Mazawine of Americsn fistory, Vel. X,
187¢, p. 693 ~ 694. Jergeant in the

Conmeoticus jine of the Contingntal Army.

“Oet. 1Tih, This morning at 4 otelock
paraded, then about 8 o'clock paraded
again, ground our arms at )1 otlook,
orders to strike out tunts and Joad them
and msrch to hudﬁurh-n ixmediately,
which we did as soon as poseible and pare
aded by the rosd just north of tie Easete
ing Kouse, #0 aw to soe the priscnars
maroh by towards Hesd ‘uarters, & wry
agressble alght, I thought for some tive,
but was weary bafors they had all passed
by though they marched brisk, yet they had
hardly all passed us by Lhe sen Malf an
hour high. They was more than three hours
in puasing.”

gowrnal of ibopeger fidd. E : dia to;
- iesl Saelety, Second leriems, Vel. V1.
P ’ 77
BEE RS *X7 Cet. Thie somming wery dark
0 and foggy. Abeut 10 o'olook we marched
from cur sncampment in the woods in order
to recsive Uenl, Burgeyna and his amy.
Yis marehed round the meetiog bouse and
came %o & halt. Gen, Durgoyne and his
Chlefl Cificers rode by us there, and then
we parchad further down the road and ground-
od our arms ant rested there, At half after
3 o'oleck Ganl., Surgoyne’s irmy bogan to
pass us, and they continuad pasaing till
sunset, wimn we marched down the rosd a
little and into the wooda, whare we encamped
for the nizht.”

T

3., %
gachupetts by Chauncey i. Peck, 1913,
ppv 137“'1380

"Oot. 17. A dar never to be forgotten
kx the ‘perican .istes. Aboui rleven Delock
Ae Mo L, Surgoine with s pumber of Cther
officers rode out, esserted by sundry offi-
vera of the Continental «rmy and & little
south of the church was met by lea, Cates,

and after s polite compliment preceeded to

Ly
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' headmarters; about two tha sray began o
marcéh oat. I taried till after four when
I preturped” . .

Ldsma of Lynn, fiespsoting the Revolution
in 1778, 1776, 1777, 1778, 1779, Jan—
wary 17, 1780, pp. 166-167.

. . . "Mt Birgoyne and his gensrals
2in'd together with gen. gates on & wall
hill, There heing swning tsken from wesssle
placed some like s marquee.”

Sopcluslen:

Though thess accounta don't definitsly establiah the exaet spot
of Cates' temporary fleld Headquarters on Det. 17, 1777, they do pretty
definitely establish the loesls as basing » short distante h of the
Mosting Houme. Croam indleates that he encamped on Out. 13 "j miles
short of the Meting House® one mile from the enenies' lines, (This
is signifisant in that it pate the head of Goatea' eamp sbout  mfls south
of the Hosting flouse - 4 point whioh can be readily sstabiished from
eontemporary maps.) fser "Flan of the Fesition whish the irmy under

Lt. Cenl, Burgeine took at Zaratogs on
ths 10th of Septeabsr 1777, and in which
it resnined till the Conventlon was sign-
ed.” ingraved by tm. Faden,

Hoth jouisp and 7lld state that Durgoyne and his staff rode bx
the NMesting House to mest Uates, a meeting whieh according to Marriek
Yook place "s little south of the eluireh.” Tha wtatament of Hepry
that "Birgoyne sad hie generals tdn'd together with gea. gates
on & sall hill® Ss significent for it definitaly serves to tis in
the sits with the pressnt topography.

There then iz the site?

Though as formerly stated, ths exact slte eannot be definitely
estadlished, it would appear to have been on a gentle knoll approximately
30 or 40 feet short of the first bridge of the Old Champlain Cemal
south of Flan Cresk. Gees Lossing, Hensen, Pletorial Field-Book of

4he avolution, New Tork 1851, p. Bl.

Brandow, John, Histordeal Map of Old
Saratoga. (Protopraph of mep inclosed;.

From Brandon's map it can ba sesn thai tha site was at Lhe inter-
section of the Horth-touth river rosd and a road which runs dus met
fyom this point. Thie point is 2 of & wile south of the Ukd vateh

Xy
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ArPENDIX D: FIRST AND SECOND HAND ACCOUNTS

Chared (Meeting House)j .4 of & mile south of the pressnt New York

State Surrender Marier and approximately .8 of a mile south of Fish
Greek. Apparently this aite was & traditionary ons for no evidence

has besn found that any of the numerous writers on this subjlect have

svsr attenpted to lecate the spot by documeniation, Tradition placed

1t at this point eertalnly ao early as 18L8 Bs wa lsarn froo lossing's
visit, Thus e inescapable conclusion, based on tradition and deou-
mantation, 18 that the precent Heft York tate Marker i3 incorrectly
located being .4 of & mile north of the proper peint. The marker

which indleataa ths “Field of Crounded .oms, howsver, 12 corrsctly placed.

The assumpiion that the splsods of the surrender of the sweord
took place in frent of Uates' Harcuss would secm substantiated by
the szeounts of Seaker snd Hellson whieh are surprisingly si=dlar,

Heoker, Jobm F,,

e eRpfena: reginiscencas of Yo Apme
an Lo s1bany, ke Lo, 4. Hunsell,
1866, p. 10B; pp. 1151201

e o« o "AL this moment Lhe two gensreals cams
out af the marquee togethor. The Amerliean
commnder fatwd the road, and Burgoyne did
the same stending on bhle left. Hot & word
was said by either, for some alnutes, to
the best of ny reccllsction, they stood
wilently gszing on the sdens bLefors them
e« o o Frasently Iurgome, &a by &
previous understsndiag, stapped back, drew
his sword, and in ths face of the two
armies, aa it wore, presentad it to Uenaral
Gutens, who recsived, snd instantly returned
it in the mont ecurisous mavnar,”

fisilaon, Charles, A

VAT aspa 1 a emorable E :

of demis's Helghta, slbany, . Y. 18LL4, pp.
2162172

e o« « TAL this moment the two lenersls chaw

out of Ustea's merques together, The Americsn
cormander facad front and PBurgoyne d4id the pame,
standing on his left, Kot a mord wes spoken by
aither, and for some minutes, they stood silently
ganing on the scens before them . . . Presontly
Gonsral Purgoyne as by previous understending,
stepped buck, drew his sword, and in tho face of
the two arries, a8 it were, pressntsd it to Senersl
Tiatas, who received it and Lnstantly returned it
in the mest dourteous sennar,”

Xvx
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It is intsresting to note that many writers sesume that Burgoyne
sarrendersd his eword %o Uates at the time of thelr first interview
whon tates advanced to mest him., The svidense, howsver, does not mupport
this view. Hather 1% would appear that it was & nomber of houra Intar
after thay had dined together - probably sbout thres o’eclock vhen ths
troops started marching by. Hed the surrender of the sword ccourred
at the tisme of the first interview, it would slmost sssaradiy have bean
recorded by James irilkinson, Adjutant Genersl who sarved as the American
snoort of Burgoyne snd his staff,

How as %o your gumstion in regards to the houss whers Yr. Noake {f§
is living. Though 1 bave not made any study of this houoe, I feel quite
sonfident Lt is not the original, though possibly seme parts of tim
original framing may be in it. It is, newevsr, located on the approxi-
mats site of the oripinel house that asrvad as Gates' Headguarters from
about the 10th or 11th of Oatober till quite likely the morning of the
17th. Undoubtedly it was from this sita that Ziates dirscted the iast
phases of this memorable campaign and it was from here he sant out and ro-
calved the preliminery exchanges relotive to the surrender, This site
is spproximately ) mils south of the temporary fleld Hesdquarters of
Oet, 17th, Ses: Putnam, ‘wfums, An Orthographieal View of the _smeriean

B .4 5_the & Bth of tetobs Te He Yo lidst, Cus,
Bowswar, 4% was from his marquas which served as his tomporary field
Headquarters that the lust phass of Lule ¢colorful drams was enacted.

1 trust this information may prove of soms help to-youi It was
indeed a pleasure to 200 you snd %r, Pell again this susmer, I shall
look forward with kean saticipstion to the Lime when we sre szaln com-
raden-in-arme delving furthsr into the wany exeiting phases of the
Revolution., Bast wishes for you and the family.

Sincarely,

¥Franeis ¥ilahin,
Assistant Miztorical Vechnlielan,

il
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APPENDIX E: ARTIST INTERPRETATIONS OF SURRENDER CEREMONY

(Above)Surrender of Burgoyne
¢.1856 (From NYPL Digital
Collection, ID 808655)

(Below) Saratogae, published in
the Life of Edward Livingston
1881, NYPL Call Number MEZP
Digital ID: 432565.
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';1‘10. KII'.;.l ; iy 'Eri;t'-'}:-.:;.ia;u&,,'_‘
BuraoyYNE's SURRENDER, 1777.

Figure: The Surrender of Burgoyne’s army at Saratoga Octre.17,1777 (NYPL Digital Image ID: 422804).




APPENDIX E: ARTIST INTERPRETATIONS OF SURRENDER CEREMONY

The surrender of Burgoyne.

(Above) Titled “The surrender of Burgoyne (From Hezekiah Butterworth’s “Brother Jonathan.” 1903).

SR A TR o Fap R S fe LR

THE SURRENDER OF BURGOYNES ARMY, AT SARATOGA.

[ e e P ————

(From NYPL Digital Image ID: 1164460)
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Surrender of Burgoyne, Digitial ID 1164452 (From Historical and Public Figures: A General Portrait File to the 1920s New York Public
Library c. 1920) .
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