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INTRODUCTION  

PURPOSE OF THIS REPORT 

In October of 2007, the Saratoga-Washington on the Hudson Partnership was 

established to act as an intermediary for existing public and private initiatives 

already established in the Upper Hudson River region of New York State, as well 

as a forum for new ideas.  The partnership addresses issues which pertain to 

agriculture and open space preservation; economic development and 

revitalization of downtowns/main streets; recreational and tourism development; 

and protection of natural, cultural, and historical heritage.  The Saratoga-

Washington on the Hudson Partnership includes a variety of public and private 

groups, including local, state, and federal governments.   

 

In an effort to protect and improve the Upper Hudson River corridor, the 

group’s first initiative was the protection of a nineteen-acre parcel of land in the 

Town of Saratoga recently purchased by the Open Space Institute (OSI) through 

the New York Land Program.  The property consists of the site of what is 

traditionally understood as the location of the sword surrender ceremony that 

took place on October 17, 1777 between British Lieutenant General John 

Burgoyne and American Major General Horatio Gates.  With Saratoga National 

Historical Park as the lead, the partnership’s goal for the project is to enhance 

preservation of viewsheds, and cultural and scenic resources in the vicinity of the 

park.   

 

This Cultural Landscape Inventory addresses the nineteen-acre OSI parcel and 

its immediate setting, referred to in the remainder of this report as the Sword 

Surrender Site and Setting.  The inventory is intended to provide critical baseline 

data that can be used in the development of long-range planning for the property.  

Specifically, the report addresses the following objectives relative to 

documentation of the Sword Surrender Site and Setting: 

 

 To provide a brief site history verifying to the greatest extent possible the 

location of the Sword Surrender Site, and documenting the evolution of 

the landscape and its characteristics over time. 

 To inventory landscape characteristics and features surviving within the 

study area which help to convey its historical significance. 

 To establish a baseline of information that can inform preservation 

efforts and measures directed to the historical site and setting. 
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PROJECT BOUNDARY 

The Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape is located within the Town of 

Saratoga in Saratoga County of New York State (Figure 0.1).  The study area is 

defined by Fish Creek and the Village of Victory to the west, Evans Street, the 

Hudson River to the east, and multiple residences to the south (Figure 0.2).  The 

study area is divided into two sections by U.S. Route 4: the Floodplain Area to the 

east and the Upland Area to the west.  The Upland Area is further divided into 

the Village Extension (as it is referred to for its close proximity to the Village of 

Victory) and the traditional Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel).  The Village 

Extension comprises approximately fifty-four acres of the study area while the 

Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) encompasses roughly nineteen acres.  On the 

east side of the study area, the Floodplain Area contains approximately ninety-

seven acres (Figure 0.3). 

SCOPE AND METHODOLOGY 

Following the general format outlined in the National Park Service Cultural 

Landscapes Inventory Professional Procedures Guide, this report is organized into 

three chapters: site history, existing conditions, analysis and evaluation. 

SITE HISTORY 

The Site History chapter is organized into five sections corresponding to distinct 

periods in the development of the Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape.  

The periods are Prehistory and Early Settlement (Pre-1609- 1777), March to 

Albany and General Burgoyne’s Surrender (Autumn 1777), Post British 

Surrender at Saratoga and the Rural Economy (1778-1877), Rural Economy to 

Pre-World War II (1877-1938), and Pre-World War II to the Present (1938-2008).  

Each section describes the contextual history surrounding the study area, namely 

the Upper Hudson River Valley region, as well as its site specific history during 

each period.  Sections conclude with a summary description of the study area that 

documents the character of the landscape at the end of each era.  

EXISTING CONDITIONS 

The Existing Conditions chapter includes a narrative description and site plan 

that documents landscape characteristics such as natural systems and 

topography, circulation, land use and vegetation, buildings and settlement 

patterns, views and vistas, small-scale features, and archeological sites.  It is based 

on site research, existing surveys, and field reconnaissance. 
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ANALYSIS AND EVALUATION 

The Analysis and Evaluation chapter provides an overview of the historical 

significance of the Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape, describes the 

characteristics and features that contribute to the significance of the landscape, 

and evaluates the integrity of the historic landscape.  This analysis and evaluation 

is based on the criteria developed by the National Register of Historic Places.  By 

comparing the historic condition with the existing conditions of landscape 

characteristics and features, the report presents a list of characteristics and 

features that contribute or that do not contribute to the historic character of the 

study area. 

HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 

Prior to the 1600s, the Upper Hudson River Valley region, including the Sword 

Surrender Site and Setting landscape, was inhabited by Mohawk and Mahican 

tribes.  After the arrival of Dutch and English colonists, large portions of land 

were sold as land grants or patents.  In 1683, the Saratoga Patent was granted to 

seven Dutch families, and later divided into lots.  Lot No. 4, which included the 

study area, was initially settled by Johannes Wendel and eventually acquired by 

the Schuyler family. 

 

During the Battles of Saratoga in 1777, the Sword Surrender Site and Setting 

landscape served as an avenue of approach and retreat and later as the formal 

ceremonial location of British General John Burgoyne’s surrender to American 

General Horatio Gates.  Following the Revolutionary War, improvements in 

agricultural production, transportation systems, and industry occurred within the 

Upper Hudson River Valley region.  The development of the Champlain Canal 

and Whitehall Turnpike brought prosperity to the Saratoga area, as well as 

increased development within the Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape.   

 

The mid-nineteenth and early twentieth centuries included additional 

improvements to industrial processes, growth of urban areas, and expansion of 

transportation systems.  Within the study area, the Hudson Valley Railroad was 

constructed, and residential growth occurred in the uplands.  Following World 

War I, industry and agriculture declined, in part because of the abandonment of 

the Champlain Canal and in part due to less expensive labor found in the South. 

 

Concurrent with the economic happenings within the region, the period between 

1877 and 1938 marked the increased interest in commemorating the American 

Revolution Revolutionary War sites and landmarks were identified by signs, 

plaques, and monuments.  Within the study area, a marker was constructed 

indicating the location of the sword surrender ceremony.  
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In the twenty-first century, increased population growth, facilitated by Interstate 

87 (the Northway), along with continued decline in agriculture, continues to 

fundamentally alter the rural character of the Sword Surrender Site and Setting 

landscape.  Efforts to preserve the study area initially began in 2006 with the 

purchase of the Sword Surrender Site by the Open Space Institute (OSI).  

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 

The Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape is eligible for listing in the 

National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A within the contexts 

American Revolution (Autumn 1777) and Commemoration and Memorialization 

(1877-1938).  The periods of significance are October 17, 1777, and 1877 to 1938.  

The old Champlain Canal, a portion of which passes through the Sword 

Surrender Site and Setting landscape, is individually listed on the National 

Register as a district under Criteria A, C, and D.  It has a separate history and 

period of significance, which begins in 1823 and extends to ca. 1917.    

 

Throughout its history, the Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape has 

remained largely a rural working landscape comprised of farmsteads, agricultural 

lands, and woodlands.  Significant landscape characteristics and features 

associated with the Sword Surrender Site and Setting are natural systems and 

topography (Geology, Hudson River and Fish Creek, and springs), circulation 

(U.S. Route 4, local roads, and old Champlain Canal), land use and vegetation 

(forest and agricultural fields), views and vistas (View to the north-Old North 

Church site, View to east-Hudson River, Champlain Canal, and U.S. Route 4), 

and small-scale features (Sword Surrender sign).   

 

While many of the features contributing to the significance of the Sword 

Surrender Site and Setting landscape remain intact, threats to the rural character 

of the landscape are foreseeable as residential and commercial development 

continues to occur within and adjoining the study area.  In particular, open 

agricultural lands, viewsheds, and historic resources could be threatened.  Non-

historic  landscape characteristics and features associated with the Sword 

Surrender Site and Setting are circulation (Footpaths and driveways), land use 

and vegetation (Abandoned fields, transitional shrubland, and successional 

forested wetland), building and settlement patterns (Village extension 

neighborhood, Germain (OSI) House, and Allen House), views and vistas (View 

to the south-Abandoned agricultural land, view to the west- high ground), and 

small-scale features (New York State sign, barbed wire fence, and stone steps). 

Features lacking sufficient documentation have been identified as undetermined 

and will require additional research in the future.  They include circulation (farm 

access road and Sword Surrender Site eroded road trace) and several 

archeological sites (projectile points, clay pipes, musketball, outbuilding 
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structures, French and Indian Wars fortification sites, and the Old Dutch 

Reformed Church site). 

 

Although few details are known about the Sword Surrender Site and Setting 

landscape prior to the 1770s, historic military and current topographic maps 

support a hypothesis that the Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) eroded road 

trace may be part of the historic alignment of the Road to Albany.  Additional 

archeological investigation is warranted (Figure 3.0).  

 

Based on primary and secondary accounts and research conducted as part of this 

cultural landscape inventory, it is presumed that the Sword Surrender Site (OSI 

Parcel) was the setting for the October 17, 1777 meeting that led to General John 

Burgoyne’s formal surrender to General Horatio Gates.  

PRELIMINARY TREATMENT RECOMMENDATIONS 

Although outside the purview of the project, the following treatment 

recommendations are intended to assist Saratoga National Historical Park and its 

many partners in the long-term management of the cultural landscape. 

 

Drawing from information presented in the site history, existing conditions, and 

analysis and evaluation sections of this report, the character of the study area 

should evoke the Revolutionary War and the landscape conditions of October 17, 

1777 to the greatest extent possible.  While restoration of the battlefield 

landscape may be desirable, this treatment approach is virtually impossible and 

impractical as there is no definitive landscape documentation dating to 1777, as 

well a true restoration (in accordance with the Secretary of the Interior’s 

Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties) would eliminate all residential 

development, not to mention, significant commemorative and canal 

transportation related features.    

 

In an effort to preserve significant landscape characteristics and features of the 

Sword Surrender Site and Setting and allow for the improvement of function and 

use of the property, rehabilitation is the preferred treatment approach.  This 

enables the park and its partners the opportunity to reestablish historic 

viewsheds within the vicinity of Saratoga Battlefield, change vegetation patterns 

to reflect research findings, and add interpretative features and visitor facilities to 

the study area.  Recommendations for the Sword Surrender Site and Setting 

include: 

 

 Conduct archeological studies in order to obtain information on the 

French and Indian (1689-1763) and Revolutionary War periods, as well 
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as Native American occupation and use dating to the Middle and Late 

Archaic periods; 

 Remove deteriorated buildings, structures, and debris within the 

traditional Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel); 

 Reestablish interpretive and historic views critical to understanding the 

military use of the site, notably views to the north and east of the 

traditional Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel).  Screen non-historic 

views, including views to the south and west of the traditional Sword 

Surrender Site (OSI Parcel); 

 Within the Upland Area of the Sword Surrender Site and Setting 

landscape, remove successional and ornamental vegetation.   

 In the Floodplain Area, maintain the open character of the floodplains 

through the removal of successional vegetation;   

 Provide a small universally accessible parking area off Schuyler Street, 

accommodating two or three vehicles; 

 Establish a signage system that identifies the history and significance of 

the study area, as well as Upper Hudson River Valley Region;  

 Link the study area to the New York State Scenic Byway Lakes to Locks 

Passage and the proposed Tri-Site Trail. 

 

Realizing that the historical significance of the Sword Surrender Site and 

Setting landscape goes beyond the limits of the project area, the Saratoga-

Washington on the Hudson Partnership should work collaboratively and 

creatively with private land owners and state agencies to preserve and 

protect natural and historic resources. 
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Study Area

Figure 0.1 Regional diagram of the Upper Hudson River Valley. The study area is located near the Saratoga National Historical 

Park, Old Saratoga Unit, near Schuylerville, New York(SARA GMP, 2004).
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Figure 0.2 Local vicinity map for the Sword Surrender Site and Setting (Microsoft Live Earth, 2008). 
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OSI Parcel Boundary

Figure 0.3 Sword Surrender Site and Setting Areas: Shown are the Floodplain Area (Yellow) and Upland Area (Orange).  The Upland 

Area is further divided into the Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) and the Village Extension (OCLP, 2008).
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SITE HISTORY 

PREHISTORY AND EARLY SETTLEMENT PRIOR TO 1777 

The Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape was first inhabited by Native 

Americans, followed by European settlers beginning in the early 1600s.  The area 

was heavily contested with a series of territorial wars between Native Americans 

and European settlers.  As a result, little development occurred in the vicinity of 

the landscape during this period.  

REGIONAL CHANGE AND DEVELOPMENT  

The northern landscape of the Appalachian Provinces of New York State, 

specifically the Upper Hudson River Valley region, was highly desirable to 

indigenous people during the Paleo-Indian, Archaic, and Woodland Periods.  Its 

rich natural resources and close proximity to the Hudson River provided 

optimum location for settlement and trade.1  Artifacts from the early Native 

American occupation have been found by local residents at the Sword Surrender 

Site (Figure 1.0).  Eventually Native American settlements dispersed as European 

explorations by Samuel de Champlain and Henry Hudson in 1609 led to 

permanent Dutch and English settlements. 

 

Trade with European settlers later caused hostilities among the Algonquian-

speaking Mahicans and Iroquoian-speaking Mohawks, leading to a period of war 

from 1625 to 1628.2  By 1628, the Mohawks defeated the Mahicans and acquired 

vast amounts of land along the west side of the Hudson River. 

 

In the ensuing years, wars between Native American and European settlers 

resulted in the loss of Native American land.  Between 1683 to 1713, large 

portions of land were sold by the Mohawks as land grants or patents.  On July 26, 

1683, the Mohawk tribe sold a large portion of land that encompassed much of 

the northeastern portion of Albany County (today known as Saratoga County 

and parts of Washington County).  Based on this purchase, the Mohawks 

surrendered indigenous rights, a prerequisite to the granting of a land patent.  

Known as the Saratoga Patent, this land was divided among seven Dutch families 

namely Peter Philip Schuyler, Cornelis van Dyke, Jan Janse Bleeker, and Johannes 

Wendel.3  It was further subdivided into the Great Lotts [sic] in 1750 (Figure 1.1 

and Figure 1.2).  The initial settlement of the area, called “Saraghttoge,” soon 

followed, but was halted by the competing French and British interests during the 

French and Indian Wars. 

 

During the French and Indian Wars (1689-1763), which encompassed four 

distinct wars, English and Dutch settlers suffered repeated attacks by French and 
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Native American troops (Table 1.0).  As a result thirty forts were built along the 

Hudson River from Albany to Lake George, including Fort Vroman [Vroman] 

(1689), Fort Saratoga (1702), Fort Clinton (1746), and Fort Hardy (1757).4  The 

majority of the land in Saratoga was abandoned during King William’s War 

(1689-1697).5  
 
Table 1.0: French and Indian Wars (1687-1763) 

Prelude to Revolution  

By 1763, the French and Indian Wars had ended leaving Great Britain in control 

of land in North America.  Although the border wars had ended, the battle 

between American colonist and Britain loomed.  Having incurred substantial 

debts from years of war with France, the British Parliament raised taxes on their 

American colonies causing protest and upheaval.  In addition, the British issued 

the Proclamation of 1763 halting all new settlement west of the Appalachian 

Mountains.  King George III presented the proclamation to Native American 

allies, calming fears that the colonists would drive them from their lands as they 

expanded westward.  The American Revolution began in 1775 with skirmishes 

between British Regulars and Colonial Militia at Lexington and Concord, 

Massachusetts.  

OWNERSHIP AND USE OF SWORD SURRENDER SITE AND SETTING LANDSCAPE 

Prior to the first wave of European settlement, the Sword Surrender Site and 

Setting landscape was largely forested, dominated by elm, birch, white fir, alder, 

dogwood, red willow, and chestnut trees.  Because of its central location along 

the “Saratoga Trail” (U.S. Route 4) and its close proximity to the Hudson River, 

Mohawk and Mahican tribes used the area for hunting and fishing (Figure 1.0).  .  

 

Dramatic changes to the Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape occurred 

after the arrival of Dutch and English colonists in the 1600s.  In 1689, the “Old 

Divided Lands” section of the Saratoga Patent was divided into lots, not to be 

confused with the later Great Lotts [sic] laid out in 1750.6  Lot No. 4, 

encompassing the Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape, was drawn by 

Johannes Wendel who was the first to settle and clear the previously forested 

land.  Within that same year in the midst of the French and Indian Wars, Bartel 

Year American Name European Name Treaty 

1689 - 1697 King William’s War War of the Grand Alliance Treaty of Ryswick (1697) 

1702 - 1713 Queen Anne's War War of the Spanish Succession Treaty of Utrecht (1713) 

1744 - 1748 King George's War War of the Austrian Succession Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle (1748) 

1754 - 1763 The French and Indian War Seven Years' War Treaty of Paris (1763) 
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Vroman built a blockhouse in the study area along the Hudson River.  The fort 

was eventually vacated in 1690 after the Iroquois and English raided the area, 

killing sixty men, women, and children including Bartel Vroman.  Colonel 

Romer’s report of 1689 notes the abandonment of the fort and farms of Saratoga, 

and subsequently recommends the establishment a new fort.7   

…the farms, which only seven in number, as well as the fort which was built there in 

Leisler’s time, have been entirely ruined by the last war; since which time they have 

never been thought of, and the settlers have never thought of returning thither; and, 

also, because the French claim this country as dependent on them, notwithstanding we 

have had possession of it a great many years.  I think it would not be useless to have a 

small fort built there of palisades, with a small stone tower in the centre, to maintain 

possession, and encourage the settlers to build and take up their residence there again.8 

Johannes Wendel died in 1691, bequeathing Lot No. 4 to his son Abraham.  In 

1702, Abraham sold Lot 4 to Col. Johannes Schuyler, grandson of Peter Philipsun 

Schuyler.  In 1720, Johannes built a brick house approximately 330 feet east of the 

present Schuyler House.  Although the house resided outside the current 

boundaries of the study area, the agricultural fields associated with the Schuyler 

estate were situated within the Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape.  As 

described by Peter Kalm in his travels up the Hudson, the fields were likely 

enclosed by log fences (Figure 1.3): 

Between Albany and Saratoga, June 22, 1749.  Log fences are a peculiar type of fence 

which we have not previously described.  They are used everywhere along the Hudson 

River where there is an abundance of forest.  The fence is built of long thick logs.  All 

the logs in a section are the same length.  The fence is usually 2 alnar [1 Forearm equals 

60 cm or 2 feet] to 10 kvarter [1 Quarter, ¼ forearm or equals 15 cm or .5 feet] in 

height.  Posts are not used, and the logs are joined at the ends as illustrated in the 

middle figure. 

Worm fences are the most practical, since posts obtained from wood grown here 

withstand rot only 4, 6, or, at the most, 8 years before they must be replaced.  The 

fencing is exceedingly heavy, and posts or poles are under a great stress; thus they are 

readily upset by the heavy storms so common in this country.  Experience has shown 

that fences of white oak and chestnut rarely last more than ten to twelve years.  By that 

time the wood is so rotten it can only be used as fuel.  A fence is built from any other 

wood nearly last more than six to eight years.  If one considers that worm fences are 

crooked and require a greater quantity of material than if they were straight, that they 

must be replaced in a relatively short period of time and if one also considers the 

unbelievable quantity of wood burned night and day in every room in the house 

throughout the winter, one sees the punishment the forest is taking and wonders how it 

will look in thirty or fifty years.9 

Johannes Schuyler later deeded the property to his sons Philip and John.  Philip 

Johannes Schuyler took over the general operation of the estate, including the 

farms and mills.  During King George’s War (1744-1748), Philip Johannes 

Schuyler was killed while defending his family’s home (Figure 1.4) .10  As a result, 

Philip John Schuyler, Philip Johannes Schuyler’s nephew, inherited a portion of 

the Schuyler family estate, which included the house and adjoining fields. 
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Following the raids in1745, which destroyed the fort and village of Saratoga, a 

new fort named Fort Clinton, was built within the floodplains of the study area in 

the previous location of Bartel Vroman’s blockhouse.  In response to the 

numerous attacks by the French and Indians, Fort Clinton was dismantled and 

burned by the British in 1747.  

 

The period after the French and Indian Wars was marked by the development of 

the Saratoga area.  Philip John Schuyler led the way, constructing mills and stores.  

In ca. 1760, he constructed the Dutch Reformed Church on his land close to the 

corner of present-day Evans Road and U.S. Route 4.11  This was the first known 

building to be constructed within the boundaries of the Sword Surrender Site and 

Setting landscape prior to the Revolutionary War. 

SWORD SURRENDER SITE AND SETTING LANDSCAPE CHARACTER, PRE-1777 

While there is little documentation of the Sword Surrender Site and Setting 

landscape before 1777, it can be assumed that the area was physically divided into 

two halves by the “Saratoga Trail,” later known as the Road to Albany (US Route 

4), and was comprised of woodland and fields.  West of the road, the upland area 

was mostly forested with small open areas that produced crops and supported 

livestock.  A small rudimentary road, later known as Evans Road, framed the 

northern boundary of the study area.  East of the Road to Albany, the floodplain 

along the Hudson River was mostly wetland and enclosed agricultural land 

owned by Philip John Schuyler. 

 

With exception to the Old Dutch Reformed Church (ca. 1760), located along the 

Road to Albany in the northern portion of the study area, and the ruins of Fort 

Clinton (ca. 1749), minimal development occurred within the boundaries of the 

study area prior to 1777. 
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Figure 1.0. Photograph of Artifacts found near the OSI parcel.  Several artifacts have been found by local residents including lithic 

projectile points, clay pipes, and a musketball (Photograph by author courtesy of William Hartloff and Darlene Duggan collection, June 

2008.)
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Figure 1.1. “Map of Saratoga Patent and Margaret 

Livingston’s and Bayard’s Lots, Saratoga and 

Washington Counties, New York, 1849.”  Map 

drawn by Asa Fitch copied from John Bleecker’s 

1750 edition. Notations are shown in quotations 

by Fitch. For example Old Divided Lands  

underneath is written “First Grand Division”. 

Figure 1.2. Plat map of Saratoga Patent by 

John R. Bleeker in 1750.  The Sword Surrender 

Site and Setting landscape is within the “Old 

Divided Lands,” near Fish Creek (New York State 

Manuscript and Special Colections). 

Study Area
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Figure 1.3. Fence types as described by Peter Kalm’s travels up the Hudson, 1749.  These examples are typical log fence constructed 

prior to 1777 along the Hudson River above Albany (Cornell CORE Historical Literature of Agriculture).
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Figure 1.4. Map of the Northern parts of New York. Figure is sectioned from a larger map.  This section shows the Hudson River from 

Albany to Fort Edward.  Notations include landowners and village locations that were affected by the raids during King George’s 

War (1744-1748)(Library of Congress, American Memory).

N

Study Area
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MARCH TO ALBANY AND GENERAL BURGOYNE’S 

SURRENDER (AUTUMN 1777) 

The following section covers a brief, but significant time period in the history of 

the Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape.  During the American 

Revolution, the site played a decisive role in the battles, siege, and surrender of 

Saratoga in 1777.  The outcome of the war eventually led France to recognize the 

independence of the United States and provide critical military support.  

Information about the battles and subsequent retreat and surrender of the British 

is assembled from letters and accounts recorded during and shortly after the 

battle.   

REGIONAL CHANGE AND DEVELOPMENT  

In 1777, shortly after America’s declaration of independence from England, King 

George III hoped to stifle the rebellion and return the Colonies to royal control.  

Having obtained control of New York City the previous year, British military 

plans were made to capture Albany and establish control of the Hudson River 

Corridor, severing New England from the rest of the colonies.  

 

Under the direction of Major General Burgoyne, a concentric advance of three 

columns was conceived to meet in Albany, New York.  General William Howe 

marched north from New York City, while General John Burgoyne marched 

south from Montreal and Colonel Barry St. Leger moved east through the 

Mohawk Valley.  In March, Lord George Germain, Secretary of the Colonies 

(1775-1782) ordered the plan to isolate New England from the rest of the 

American Colonies.  Lord Germain ordered 7,000 troops to support General 

Burgoyne for his southward expedition from Canada.   

 

Despite early victories at Fort Ticonderoga, Hubbardton, and Fort Anne, the 

British soon found themselves at a distinct disadvantage.  Because of Burgoyne’s 

dependency on their long supply line, the British wasted valuable time as they 

were bound to the untamed terrain along the Road to Albany (U.S. Route 4) and 

the Hudson River-their only viable means of transportation.  Thomas Anburey’s 

Travels Through the Interior Parts of America, provides the following description 

of the obstacles faced by the British: 

A continuation of woods and creeks, interspersed with deep morasses; and to add to 

these natural impediments, the enemy had very industriously augmented them by 

felling immense trees, and various other modes, that it was with the utmost pains and 

fatigue we could work our way through them.  Exclusive of these, the water grounds 

and marshes were so numerous, that we were under the necessity of constructing no 

less than forty bridges to pass them, and over one morass there was a bridge of near 

two miles in length.   
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The British delays gave the American forces sufficient time to re-organize and 

reinforce their army near Saratoga.  Under a new commander, General Horatio 

Gates, the American army established positions along the Hudson River near 

Bemis Heights.   

 

On September 19, 1777, the first of two battles at Saratoga was fought at 

Freeman’s Farm.  The British eventually won the battle, but suffered significant 

losses, eroding their confidence.   Hoping for assistance from New York City, 

Burgoyne elected to hold his ground for the next sixteen days at Freeman’s farm.  

On October 7, 1777, with supplies rapidly diminishing and no help coming from 

the south, Burgoyne organized a reconnaissance-in-force made up of 1,500 men 

with ten artillery pieces to test the American left flank.  While Burgoyne did not 

intend to fight, but rather survey and re-supply by foraging for grain, his troops 

were met by a surprise attack by American forces at Barber’s Farm.  The second 

battle, referred to as the Battle of Bemis Heights, ended in an American victory 

with an undermanned and out maneuvered British army having to retreat to 

present day Schuylerville and Victory. 32   

 

Burgoyne and his troops took refuge in a fortified camp on the heights of 

Saratoga, later referred to as Victory Woods.  Shortly thereafter, an American 

force of nearly 20,000 men surrounded the exhausted British army.  Faced with 

such overwhelming numbers, Burgoyne surrendered on October 17, 1777.  By the 

terms of the Convention of Saratoga, approximately 6,000 British troops marched 

out of their entrenchments “with the Honors of War” and stacked their weapons 

along the west bank of the Hudson River.  

 

The American Victory at Saratoga was a major turning point in the war for 

independence.  Besides boosting the American morale, the surrender of 

Burgoyne convinced France to enter into an alliance with the United States, 

resulting in naval, military, and financial assistance.  It was the beginning of the 

end of the war for the British. 

OWNERSHIP AND USE OF SWORD SURRENDER SITE AND SETTING LANDSCAPE 

The Sword Surrender Site and Setting played an important role in the battles, 

siege, and surrender of Saratoga in 1777.  Leading up to the Battle of Freeman’s 

Farm on September 19, 1777, General John Burgoyne led an army through the 

study area via the Road to Albany and Hudson River.  Both road and river were 

used to transport the army’s vital supplies including food, baggage, and 

ammunition.  Following the Battle of Bemis Heights on October 7, 1777, 

Burgoyne again passed through the Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape 

along the Road to Albany as his army retreated northward to ‘old’ Saratoga 

(Schuylerville and Victory)(Figures 1.5-1.7). 
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While the study area’s role as an avenue of approach and retreat was important to 

the outcome of the war, it is most noteworthy as the ceremonial location of 

General Burgoyne’s formal surrender to General Gates.  On October 17, 1777, 

the day of the surrender, General Gates had Burgoyne to dinner in a large tent 

within the study area, just north of the American Headquarters.  After the British 

and German soldiers piled and grounded their arms in a field north of Fish Creek 

along the Hudson River, they formed into lines and marched to the point where 

Gates and his staff were waiting in the tent.  As the prisoners marched past, 

Burgoyne ceremonially drew his sword and handed it to Gates (Figures 1.8-

1.10).33 

 

Accounts and Location of the Sword Surrender Ceremony  

In the 1870s and 1930s, signs were placed in various locations along U.S. Route 4 

indicating the site of the sword surrender ceremony.  Realizing the 

inconsistencies in marker locations, Francis Wilshin in 1941 wrote a report 

entitled Junior Historical Technician’s Narrative Report for the Month of July, 

1941.  Its focus was to definitively locate the site of Burgoyne’s surrender through 

primary and secondary accounts.  Mr. Wilshin, a young National Park Service 

historian, was transferred to Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania National Military 

Park in March of 1942 before he was able to submit a complete study (Appendix 

D).   

 

In 1949, Saratoga National Historical Park historian Charles Snell completed a 

report entitled Site of the Sword Surrender Ceremony at Schuylerville.  His report 

concluded that Mr. Wilshin’s report correctly placed the scene of the sword 

surrender ceremony “on the small hill just west of the present river road at the 

point where the road is intersected by the second road south of Fish Creek 

coming into it from the west.”  He also noted that the sign constructed by the 

New York State Trust in the 1930s, was incorrectly placed. 34  

 

The following accounts are extracted from Francis Wilshin’s Junior Historical 

Technician’s Narrative Report for the Month of July, 1941, highlighting the 

approximate location of the ceremony within the context of the study area.  The 

detailed accounts are supported by a map with further detail provided in 

Appendix D and E (Figure 1.11).  

 

Ebenezer Mattoon [Matton], a soldier under General Horatio Gates, recounted 

his observation during the ceremony (Figure 1.11): 

Just before the island we passed the river, and came to Gen. Gates marquee, situated on 

a level piece of ground, from 130 to 150 rods [2,145 feet to 2,475 feet] south of 

Schuyler’s (Fish) creek.  A little south and west of this there is a rising ground, on which 

our army was posted, in order to appear to the best advantage.  A part of it was also 

advantageously drawn upon the east side of the river.  About noon on the 17th, Gen. 

Burgoyne, with a number of his officers, rode up near the marquee, in front of which 
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Gen. Gates was sitting, attending with many of his officers.  The sides of the Marquee 

were rolled up, so that what transacted might be seen.35 

The distance as described by Mattoon is equivalent to approximately a half mile.  

The direction of travel to the south upon rising ground suggests an increase in 

elevation which is confirmed by another account by Henry Hallowell: 

Burgoyne and his Generals Dined together with Gen. Gates on a small hill, there being 

[an] awning taken from vessels place[d] like a marquee.36 

According to the journal Samuel F. Merrick, the ceremonial location was south of 

the Dutch Reformed Church: 

Oct. 17.  A day never to be forgotten by the American States.  About Eleven O’clock 

Gen. Burgoyne with a number of other officers rode out, escorted by sundry officers of 

the Continental Army and a little south of the church was met by Gen. Gates …37 

In the work published in The Sexagenary: on Reminiscences of the American 

Revolution, author John Becker wrote:  

Near me there was an officer who was mounted and stationed a little higher up, and 

stood ready to receive the British troops.  As they approached the lines of our camp, 

and were coming down the road to pass through them, our men were paraded, if I 

remember right, opposite the place where they were to enter, and the moment they 

stepped foot upon our line our drums and music struck up Yankee Doodle.  At this 

moment the two generals came out of the marquee together.  The American 

commander faced the road, and Burgoyne did the same, standing on his left. Not a 

word was said by either, and for some minutes, to the best of my recollection, they 

stood silently gazing on the scene before them.38 

Given the primary and secondary accounts and multiple reports focused on the 

ceremony, it is presumed that the Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) was the 

setting for the October 17, 1777 meeting that led to General John Burgoyne’s 

formal surrender to General Horatio Gates.  

SWORD SURRENDER SITE AND SETTING LANDSCAPE CHARACTER, 1777 

During the Battles of Saratoga in 1777, the Sword Surrender Site and Setting 

landscape served as an avenue of approach and retreat and later as the formal 

ceremonial location of General Burgoyne’s surrender to General Gates.  Physical 

changes to the study area during this time period were minimal, but historic 

military maps show the study area physically divided by the ridgeline and Road to 

Albany.  The Upland Area was a mosaic of fields and forest, yet cleared to an 

extant permitting the observation of the sword surrender ceremony from a 

distance.  The Floodplain Area consisted of agricultural lands and according to 

Catherine Schuyler, daughter of Colonel Schuyler, were very prosperous leading 

up to the autumn battles: 

Those who in winter engaged at the sawmills, were in the summer equally engaged in 

the large and productive fishery…  Flax was raised and dressed, and finally spun and 
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made into linen there…  The grounds extended to the brink of the flats extending for 

three miles along the Hudson, whose overflow had fertilized it beyond the memory of 

man.  Here were the historic fields of grain that enriched the settlement.39 

Thomas Anburey wrote the following scene of Saratoga as the British rested on 

their way to Albany:  

Upon our arrival at Saratoga, three companies of our regiment, one of which was that I 

belong to, were posted in a small redoubt, close to the creek, …This post was a small 

square redoubt, constructed with logs breast high, and the only shelter afforded to the 

troops was from those angles which faced the enemy, as the others were so exposed, 

that we had several men killed and wounded in the redoubt by the rifle men who where 

posted in trees.40 

A rudimentary road, later known as Evans Road, ran parallel to Fish Creek.  

Besides a saw mill that existed outside the study boundary, the Old Dutch 

Reformed Church (ca. 1760) and Fort Clinton Ruins (ca. 1749) were the only 

features found in the Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape. 
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Figure 1.6. “The left bank of the Hudson River three miles above Still Water , upon which the army under the command of 

Lieutenant General Burgoyne took post on Sept. 20, 1777.” View looking west across the Hudson River. Cottages are near the banks 

of the river and the land is cleared.  A pontoon bridge is to the left and canoes are lining the banks. This view is just south of the 

study area (William Lane, London 1789).

Figure 1.5. “View of Gen. Burgoyne’s Encampment at Saratoga at the Time of his Surrender to the Americans.” View looking west 

across Hudson River. Worm fence in foreground and log cabin.  Hay is being harvested in the background near Schuyler’s house. The 

study area is to the left (John Lambert, 1810).
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Figure 1.7. “PLAN of the POSITIONS which the ARMY under Lt. GENL BURGOYNE took at SARATOGA, on the 10th of September 1777, 

and in which remained till THE CONVENTION was signed.” The Old Dutch Reformed Church is shown along the Road to Albany and 

fi elds along the Hudson River fl oodplains. The Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) is within the red rectangle (William Faden, 1780).
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Figure 1.8. “John Trumbull’s painting Surrender at Saratoga c. 1817-1822.” The confl uence of Fish Creek and the North River, where 

the British left their arms, is shown in the distance, troops are shown crossing the creek and the meadows.  The study for this 

painting was completed within the study area in 1792. General Gates is in blue and General Burgoyne in red (United States Capitol 

Rotunda. Commissioned 1817; purchased 1822; placed 1826).

Figure 1.9. “John Trumbull’s sketch of Marquee for his painting Surrender at Saratoga.” A quick sketch of the tent that would 

prominently fi gure in Trumbull’s fi nished version of the surrender of General Burgoyne at Saratoga, New York (Fordham University 

Collection).
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Figure 1.10. “John Trumbull Sketch for Surrender at Saratoga 1791.” Sepia wash on cardboard. Inscribed in ink on back: “Saratoga-

seen from the rising ground nigh the Church, on which was Gen. Gates’ Marquee. - Sept. 28th 1791 J Trumbull.” Lower fi gure 

digitally enhanced to distinguish the Old Dutch Reformed Church (Left of tree), Road to Albany (Right of church), Hudson River 

(right), and Green Mountains of Vermont (Along horizon) (Fordham University).
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Figure 1.11. Distances accord-

ing to Primary and Secondary 

Accounts related to the Sword 

Surrender Site. On September 

28th, 1949 Park Historian Charles 

Snell measured the distance from 

the bridge over Fish Creek of fi ve 

locations relevant to Burgoyne’s 

surrender. He accounted the fol-

lowing as marked on the map:

1). From the bridge across the 

Fish Creek to the present New 

York State Historical Marker, sup-

posedly marking the site of the 

sword surrender ceremony, is .18 

of a mile. (950 feet)

2). From the bridge across the 

Fish Creek to the southernmost 

boundary of the Schuyler Prop-

erty is .36 of a mile (1900 feet)

3). From the bridge across the Fish 

Creek to the site of the Old Dutch 

Reformed Church or Meeting 

House is .38 of a mile (2050 feet)

4). From the bridge across the Fish 

Creek to the old Traditional Site 

of the Sword Surrender Ceremony 

is .65 of a mile (3350 feet).

5). From the bridge across the 

Fish Creek to the site now marked 

by a New York State Historical 

Marker as General Gates Head-

quarters from Oct. 10 to Oct. 15, 

1777 is 1.36 miles (7180 feet)

A). Benson Lossing, “The place 

where Gates and Bugoyne had 

their fi rst interview is about half 

way between Fish Creek and 

Gates Headquarters.”

B). Ebenezer Matton, “Gen. Gates, 

marquee was situated on a level 

piece of ground, from 130 to 150 

rods south of Schuyler’s Creek 

(2,145 tp 2475 feet south of Fish 

Creek)”

C). General Hoyt, “The right of 

Gate’s camp was about a mile 

south of Fish Creek” 

New York State Historical 
Marker marking the site of 
the Surrender Ceremony. 

Southernmost boundary 
of Schuyler Property

Site of Old Dutch 
Reformed Church 
or Meeting House.

Traditional Site of 
the Sword Surrender 
Ceremony

New York State Historical 
Marker of General Gates 
Headquarters Oct. 10 to 
Oct 15, 1777
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Name (Year) Primary and Secondary Accounts for the Location of Sword Surrender Site.

Journal of Ralph Cross  
(1777)

“Oct. 13, Marched from Behams Heights to Sarratoga ½ miles short of the 
Meeting House & Encamped and one mile from Enemies Lines...”

The Historical Magazine. Vol. II Second Series Morrisania, N.Y., H.B. Dawson, 1870. p.8

Journal of Samuel F. Merrick 
(1777)

“Oct. 17. A day never to be forgotten by the American States.  About eleven 
oclock Gen. Burgoine with a number of other offi cers rode out, escorted by 
sundry offi cers of the Continential Army and a little south of the church was 
met by Gen. Gates...”

Chauncey E. Peck, The History of Wilbraham Massachusetts, 1913. p.137-138

Narrative of Henry Hallowell 
(1777)

“But Burgoyne and his generals Din’d together with gen. Gates on a small hill, 
There being awning taken from vessels placed some like a marquee.”

Howard Sanderson, Lynn in the Revolution, 1909. p. 148

Visit of Gen. Epapharas Hoyt 
(1825)

“The right of Gate’s camp was about a mile south of Fish Creek.”

William Stone, Visits to the Saratoga Battlegrounds. 1895 p. 203-204

Letter of Ebenezer Matton 
(1835)

“Gen. Gates, marquee, situated on a level piece of ground, from 130 to 150 
rods south of Schuyler’s creek.”

William Stone, The Campaign of Lieut. Gen. Burgoyne. 1877. p. 378-380

Benson Lossing (1848) “The place where Gates and Burgoyne had their fi rst interview is about half 
way between Fish Creek and Gates headquaters.”

Benson Lossing, The Pictorial Field-book of the Revoultion. 1851. p. 93

Gen. Edward F. Bullard 
(1876)

“As near as we are now able to locate the head quarters of Gen. Gates they 
were near the spring on the west side of the turnpike about half a mile south 
of Fish Creek.”

An address: History of Saratoga and the Burgoyne Campaign of 1777. given July 4, 1876.  

Visit of J. Watts de Peyster 
(1880)

“Burgoyne delivered his sword to Gates on a little level spot overlooking the 
river road about a mile south of Schuylerville.”

William Stone, Visits to the Saratoga Battlegrounds. 1895 p. 262
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POST BRITISH SURRENDER AT SARATOGA AND THE RURAL 

ECONOMY (1778-1877) 

The post-Revolutionary War period within the Upper Hudson River Valley 

region was marked by substantial improvements in agricultural production, 

transportation systems, and industry.  While the development of the Champlain 

Canal, Whitehall Turnpike, brought prosperity to the Saratoga area, it also led to 

the transformation of the Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape.  

REGIONAL CHANGE AND DEVELOPMENT  

In the years after the American Revolution, the Upper Hudson Valley region 

flourished.  Largely attributed to its close proximity to Albany, the Saratoga area 

experienced population growth and increased agricultural production between 

1790 and 1810, resulting in the formation of Saratoga County in 1791(Figure 

1.12).  Throughout the region, land was extensively cleared and cultivated.  Most 

farms were small family operations, averaging between 100 to 200 acres.  Crops 

grown in the area were mostly oats, Indian corn, rye and wheat.   

 

Transportation changes also played a major role in the evolution of the regional 

landscape.  In response to the ineffectiveness and poor quality of the road 

systems, the Waterford and Whitehall Turnpike was incorporated in 1813. 50 

Shortly thereafter, the Whitehall Turnpike was built linking Whitehall, New York 

with Waterford, New York.  Constructed of logs or planks, the new turnpike 

followed along the same corridor established by the Road to Albany.   

 

Besides the establishment of turnpikes, another nineteenth century 

transportation system that influenced development of the Upper Hudson River 

Valley region was canals.  As an advocate of inland navigation, Philip Schuyler 

was influential in the formation of the Northern Inland Lock Navigation 

Company in 1792.  By 1794, an official survey was created by the Northern Inland 

Lock Navigation Company of the Hudson River north of Albany and west along 

the Mohawk River.51 However, it was not until 1817 that construction began on 

the Champlain Canal.  It was completed in 1823 (1.13-1.14).  The canal 

commissioner described the canal as: 

The water in the canal is not to be less than thirty feet wide at the surface, twenty feet at 

the bottom and three feet deep, and the locks to be seventy-five feet long and ten feet 

wide in the clear…  The towing-path was to be ten feet wide, except in deep cuttings 

where it was to be twelve feet wide, and it was to be at an elevation of not less than two 

or more than five feet above the water-surface. More than half of the land required for 

the canal between Whitehall and Fort Edward was voluntarily ceded to the State.52  
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Further population growth and industrial development occurred as a result of the 

Whitehall Turnpike and Champlain Canal.  In 1820 Saratoga County had a 

population of 32,053.  It later increased to 40,533 by 1840.  53  As a tribute to the 

influential and prominent late Philip Schuyler, the community of Saratoga was 

renamed Schuylerville in 1820.  In 1828, Philip Schulyer’s grandson, Philip 

Schuyler II, built the Horicon Mill (located on Fish Creek in the Village of 

Victory) for the manufacturing of cotton goods.  Soon after, the Saratoga Water 

Power Company, later known as the Saratoga Victory Manufacturing Company, 

constructed a three-story mill near the Horicon Mill in 1846.  The company 

brought with it an influx of employees and services, resulting in the incorporation 

of the Village of Victory in 1849.54   Eventually, the highly productive Saratoga 

Victory Manufacturing Company expanded their operations and bought the 

Horicon Mill.  According to Flake’s Bulletin: 

One of the largest cotton mills in New York State is located at Schuylerville, Saratoga 

County.  They furnish employment for 550 hands, male and female, run 531 looms, 

24,000 spindles, consume 2000 bales of cotton per year, turn out 5,980,400 yards of 

manufactured material per year, and pay $104,000 per year in wages.55  

Between 1861 and 1865, progress within the Upper Hudson River Valley region 

was halted with the outbreak of the American Civil War.  Although battles were 

never fought within the region, almost every individual was affected in some way.  

Women assumed larger responsibilities in the workplace as many men were 

absent in the armies, and children often found themselves growing up without 

their parents or siblings.   

 

By the end of the nineteenth century, the Upper Hudson River Valley region, 

specifically the Saratoga area, hardly resembled the 1777 landscape.  

OWNERSHIP AND USE OF SWORD SURRENDER SITE AND SETTING LANDSCAPE 

With exception to the construction of the Whitehall Turnpike in 1813 and 

removal of the Old Dutch Reformed Church in 1822, development within the 

Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape was slow until after the construction 

of the Champlain Canal in 1823.  Once the canal was opened, industrial and 

residential structures began to appear on Fish Creek, along the western boundary 

of the study area.  

 

Following the Financial Panic of 1837, likened to the Great Depression of the 

1930s, additional growth occurred within the Sword Surrender Site and Setting 

landscape.  In 1837, Philip Schuyler II was forced to sell the majority of his real 

estate, which included the lands encompassing the study area. On April 28 of that 

year he conveyed his holdings to Jacob T.B. Van Vechten.  This prompted the 

map drawn by surveyor Harmon Van Alen.  The map defined those holdings 
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which included the Sword Surrender landscape as Lot No. 4(Figure 1.15).  

Advertisements were later placed in local newspapers as described below:56  

TO FARMERS. To lease upon shares, the HOMESTEAD FARM, occupied by Philip 

Schuyler, in the town and county of Saratoga.  None need apply but those who are 

good Farmers, and can produce good recommendations.  Also to Lease, a Blacksmith’s 

shop, and a good stand for a Tavern, in Schuyler-ville, and a number of improved 

Farms for sale, if applied for soon. Enquire of PHILIP SCHUYLER, on the premises 

Saratoga, Dec. 4th 1823.57  

The property was eventually purchased by Teunis Van Vechten and later Thomas 

Smith.  By 1865, the original boundary of Lot No. 4 was subdivided into several 

smaller lots and the Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) remained in five and 

three-fourths acres of land.  As shown in a canal survey completed in 1866, the 

owner of the Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) was John Conners. Neighboring 

Conners land to the north was Michael Gannon, to the east Hiram Cramer, to the 

south Robert Losee, and to the west Barney and Oliver Hughes (Figure 1.16). 

According to the Agricultural Census for 1866, Conners improved six acres of 

land and cultivated three acres of potatoes. 

 

By the late nineteenth century, the once heavily forested Sword Surrender Site 

and Setting landscape was substantially cleared of vegetation.  Manufacturing and 

commerce in the Village of Victory spurred the development of residential 

subdivisions and roads, and more lands were transferred into agricultural use.  

The 1866 Beers Atlas map of the Village of Victory shows local roads and 

buildings of the time and the subsequent development within the study area 

(Figure 1.17).58      

SWORD SURRENDER SITE AND SETTING LANDSCAPE CHARACTER, 1877 

Similar to the developments seen throughout the region, the Sword Surrender Site 

and Setting landscape underwent dramatic changes between 1778 and 1877.  By 1877, 

the majority of forest within the study area was cleared and the growth from the 

Village of Victory steadily transformed, a once rural landscape, into a residential 

subdivision.  Roads branched out from the Whitehall Turnpike and the Champlain 

Canal ran directly through the Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape.  The 

majority of the study area was no longer owned by the Schuyler family.  Within the 

Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel), a house owned by John H. Chubb and a 

Revolutionary War commemorative marker existed within the landscape.  The Old 

Dutch Reform Church no longer existed and the Floodplain Area remained under 

cultivation.  Although residential development started to negatively impact viewshed 

areas, uninterrupted views of the Hudson River and surrounding countryside could 

still be observed from within the study area.  
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ENDNOTES

                                                 
50 Act of incorporation of the Waterford and Whitehall Turnpike Company.  An act to establish a turnpike road from the 
village of Waterford through the town of Whitehall to Westhaven [with amendments of 1810 and 1814 New York (State) 
Laws, statutes, etc. 
51 NYSM Western Inland Lock Navigation Company, Surveys of 1792, Facsimile Ed. 1992 
52 Ibid. 
53 Nathanial B. Sylvester, History of Saratoga County, New York (reprint-Heart of the Lakes Publishing, Interlaken, NY, 
1979) 131. 
54 New York State Department of Transportation, Cultural Resource Study 
55 General Summary, “Flake’s Bulletin” 12/03/1870 Vol. IX Iss 81 pg. 8 
56 Van Alen Map of 1837 showing the holdings of the Schuyler family  Within Lot No. 4 is the surrender site located south 
of the Old Dutch Reformed Church site along the Whitehall Turnpike. 
57 Saratoga Sentinel, “Advertisement” 12/16/1823 Vol V. Iss. 31 p. 3 
58 New Topographical Atlas of Saratoga County, New York, from Actual Surveys by S. N. & D. G. Beers and assistants, was 
published by Stone & Stewart, Philadelphia, in 1866 
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Figure 1.12. Map of the State of New York Showing the Boundaries of Counties, 1802. Saratoga County was founded in 1791.  The 

boundary shown is marked by natural features-the Hudson River to the east and the Sacondaga River to the north.  Sarahtoga [sic] 

township is to the right of Saratoga Lake near the center of the map (Library of Congress, American Memory).

N
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Figure 1.13. Champlain Canal Survey, c.1820-1830. Canal Survey showing Road to Stillwater along the canal.  A road branches off of the 

Road to Stillwater and a structure is shown to the right.  The ridgeline of the Upland Area is shown. Philip Schuyler has ownership of the 

Floodplain Area with the Hudson River shown at the top of the fi gure (New York State Archives).

N

Figure 1.14. Benson Lossing’s view taken from turnpike and Champlain Canal looking south, 1850 (From Benson J. Lossing’s Pictorial 

Fieldbook of the Revolution Vol I, 1851)
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Figure 1.15. Map of the Estate of Philip Schuyler, 1837. The Village of Schuylerville is shown to the north.  The estate of Philip Schuyler 

was divided into several lots with acreage marked.  Lot No. 4 includes the majority of the study area (SARA).
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Figure 1.17.  Beers Atlas of Victory, 1866. Map showing Victory Mills and Village Extension.  The Champlain Canal is to the far right and 

names are associated with houses. Shown near the road on the right side of the map, is the property with the name W. Green, who lived 

on the OSI parcel c. 1863 (Appendix B) (New Topographical Atlas of Saratoga Co., New York, 1866).

Figure 1.16. Champlain Canal Survey, Sheet #3, 1866. Canal Survey showing landowners and boundaries during 1866. The bridge over the 

Champlain Canal is to the right and the Hudson River is at the top of the fi gure. The turnpike follows the canal and crosses Fish Creek to 

the left. The property of John Conners is the Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) and Hiram Cramer is the Floodplain Area (New York State 

Archives).

N
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RURAL ECONOMY TO PRE-WORLD WAR II (1877-1938) 

The mid-nineteenth and early twentieth centuries were marked by significant 

development in industry, agriculture, and transportation; the disappearance of 

many Revolutionary War sites; and a renewed interest in patriotism and 

nationalistic feelings.  Collectively, these actions directly impacted the Upper 

Hudson River Valley region and Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape. 

REGIONAL CHANGE AND DEVELOPMENT  

During the mid-nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, the Upper Hudson 

River Valley region was in the midst of an industrial expansion, marked by 

improvements in the industrial processes, growth of urban areas, and 

transportation systems.  As industries and factories grew in urban areas, more 

people moved from farms to cities.  Despite a decline in the farming sector, 

agricultural production in the Upper Hudson River region grew to support the 

rising population in the 1880s. The completion of the Fitchburg Railroad in 1882 

and the Hudson Valley Railway in 1899 provided the means of transportation for 

the many products grown or manufactured in the area (Figures 1.18 and 1.19).  

 

Throughout World War I, agricultural production in the Upper Hudson River 

Valley region thrived as international markets relied on domestic imports.  

Farmers expanded their operations, enlarged fields and purchased additional 

machinery.  However, after the 1918 armistice, international demand for 

agriculture decreased and many farmers were left with surpluses in produce and 

unable to pay for equipment.  For example, beginning in 1880, the number of 

farms in Saratoga County was recorded at 4,471 with 461,446 acres and by 1930 

only 2,417 farms with a total of 259,324 acres existed (Table 1.1).70 

 
Table 1.1: Agricultural Census (1880-1930) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Industry also faced turbulent times following the war.  The Village of Victory and 

Schuylerville had seen their most prosperous times by 1925.  By 1928, the Victory 

Mills Branch of the American Manufacturing Company relocated to the southern 

United States was inexpensive and raw materials were readily available.  As a 

result, the Village of Victory and Schuylerville were hit hard financially.71  

 

Year Farms in Saratoga County 
1880 4,471 
1890 3,986 
1900 3,805 
1910 3,611 
1920 N/A 
1930 2,417 
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Improvements to the transportation systems in the early twentieth century had 

both positive and negative implications within the region.  Between 1905 and 

1918, a new barge canal system was constructed to accommodate larger vessels.  

The New York State Barge Canal, as it was later referred to, followed the river 

channel and was equipped with large scale dams and locks (Figures 1.20-1.22).  

The smaller Champlain Canal eventually was abandoned.  While this new canal 

system benefited most communities within the region, Schuylerville isolated itself 

by electing against a docking station, this later proving to be a detriment to the 

community. 72 

 

In response to the poor conditions of roadways and proliferation of automobiles, 

the Federal-Aid Highway acts of the 1920s and 1930s provided funding for road 

improvements and created measures that led to the designation of the Whitehall 

Turnpike as U.S. Route 4 by 1934. 73 

 

Parallel to the industrial, agricultural, and transportation related developments 

seen throughout the Upper Hudson River Valley region, the period between 1877 

and 1938 also witnessed the rise of the Saratoga battlefield commemoration 

movement.  By the mid-nineteenth century, the historic fabric associated with the 

Revolutionary War was quickly disappearing within the Upper Hudson River 

Valley.  In 1856, the Saratoga Monument Association became the first 

organization established to recognize and memorialize landmarks associated with 

the American Revolution.  Although the groups’ focus was not on preservation, 

they were instrumental in securing land and funding for the Saratoga Monument, 

a 155-foot obelisk erected to memorialize the Saratoga campaign of 1777.74  

Completed in 1877, the monument was located on a 2.8-acre parcel in the Village 

of Victory. 

 

In 1880, Ellen Hardin Walworth proposed marking historically important sites 

on the battlefield with plaques and small monuments.  Shortly thereafter, the 

Saratoga Monument Association Committee was established and began erecting 

tablets and monuments throughout the battlefield.  Between 1888 and 1938, 

other organizations, including New York State, added several other markers 

within the battlefield and throughout the region.75 

 

The combined efforts of the patriotic societies and organizations during this 

period, ultimately led to the Saratoga Battlefield becoming a New York State 

Historic Park in 1927.76 

 

 



SITE HISTORY: RURAL ECONOMY TO PRE-WORLD WAR II (1877-1938) 

 53

OWNERSHIP AND USE OF SWORD SURRENDER SITE AND SETTING LANDSCAPE 

Increased economic and agricultural development in the late 1880s stimulated 

the local economy, resulting in growth and the construction of additional 

transportation systems within the Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape 

(Figures 1.23-1.24). 

 

By the end of the nineteenth century, the success of manufacturing and 

commerce within the Village of victory and Schuylerville resulted in increased 

residential development in the Upland Area and the introduction of the Hudson 

Valley Electric Railroad.  The railway ran parallel to the Whitehall Turnpike and 

consisted of a one car trolley powered by an overhead electrical wire. 

 

In 1880, John H. Chubb had purchased the Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) lot 

from John Conners and subsequently divided it into two parcels.  While Chubb 

retained the majority of the property, including the house, he sold the remaining 

portion to Emma Woodcock in 1883.  Although the date of construction is 

unknown, Emma had a house built on the parcel in the 1880s.  Following the 

death of John H. Chubb in 1896, his wife sold the Sword Surrender Site (OSI 

Parcel) lot to George Hathaway.  George Hathaway later sold the parcel to Polie 

E. Germain in 1921(Figures 1.25-1.27) (refer to Appendix B for deeds).  

 

As part of the commemoration of Saratoga’s Revolutionary War sites, a cast iron 

marker was installed between 1877 and 1910.  Located at the intersection of 

Schuyler Street and U. S. Route 4, the sign denoted the ceremonial location of 

General Burgoyne’s surrender to General Gates (Figure 1.28). 

 

By 1918, development within the Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape had 

ceased.  The Victory Mill was closed and the efforts were underway to use the 

abandoned Champlain Canal as a fishery.  George D. Pratt, state conservation 

commissioner, supported a program that would convert the canal to raise fish 

that included black bass, calico bass, bream, catfish, and yellow perch.  The 

program was described in a newspaper article: 

The abandoned Champlain canal running south from the village of Schuylerville for 

three miles is to be dammed and then filled by gravity for the Hudson River by an old 

feeder.  The last legislature provided $10,000 to prepare the ponds and removed the 

last obstacle to the plans of the conservation commission.  In preparing the selections 

to be used as ponds the only thing to be done is to make the canal operation smooth 

enough to allow the operation of a seine [net].  Not more than six feet of water will be 

required and in most instanced the ponds will be filled only from spring to fall.77  

In the 1920s, the improvements were made to the Whitehall Turnpike, later 

referred to as U.S. Route 4.  Within the study area, islands were created at the 

intersections of Schuyler and Evan Streets.  Shortly after work was completed on 

U.S. Route 4, the Hudson River Electric Railroad was abandoned.  
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SWORD SURRENDER SITE AND SETTING LANDSCAPE CHARACTER, 1938 

By 1938, development within and adjoining the Sword Surrender Site and Setting 

landscape had slowed substantially.  The bustling of industry in the Village of 

Victory had ceased, and homes within the Village Extension site were no longer 

being built.  With exception to the agricultural lands along the floodplain, many 

fields were fallow or well into the early stages of succession back to woodland.  

Remnants of the Champlain Canal could still be seen, but encroaching vegetation 

made this difficult.  Within the Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel), the Germain 

family owned approximately nineteen acres of land including the house fronting 

Schuyler Street and agricultural outbuildings.  Cora Allen resided in the house 

adjoining the Germain property located along U.S. Route 4.  Beginning at 

Schuyler Street, the eroded road trace extended through the Sword Surrender 

Site (OSI Parcel) and joined U.S. Route 4 just south of the Allen property.  

Additional features found within the Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) included 

the commemorative marker and stone steps. 

ENDNOTES 

                                                 
70 Federal Census, Federal Census Statistics of Agriculture, 1880 (Statistics of Agriculture, 1930). 
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72 Town Historian Woods, website 
73 “New Along the Road” New York Times (1857-Current file); Sep 23, 1934; ProQuest Historical Newspapers The New 
York Times pg. XX8.  
74 National Park Service, General Management Plan, Saratoga National Park (Washington, D.C: U.S. Department of the 
Interior, 2004) 97. 
75 The State Historic Marker Program began in 1926 as a program of the State Education Department to commemorate the 
Sesquicentennial of the American Revolution.  Over 2,800 of the small, cast iron site markers were erected statewide 
during the duration of this program (1926-1939). 
76 Ibid 
77 The Duluth News Tribune Volume 50.  No. 42, 22 June 1918, p8. 
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SITE HISTORY: RURAL ECONOMY TO WORLD WAR II  

Figure 1.18. Men In Car, looking south along the turnpike, ca. 1910-1915. On the right is the surrender marker, intersection of Schuyler 

Street and Whitehall Turnpike (U.S. Route 4) and Cora B. Allen House. To the left is Bridge No. 58, the Champlain Canal, and Hudson 

Valley Railroad tracks (SARA). 
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Figure 1.19. Extension of the Greenwich and Schuylerville 

Electric Railroad, 1899. Survey conducted for the 

placement of what would be later known as the Hudson 

Valley Electric Railroad.  Starting at Fish Creek on the 

left, the survey places landowners within property 

boundaries.  On the right, “Chubbs Hill Road” (Schuyler 

Street) is shown along the property of George Hathaway. 

Note: The fence line is marked across George Hathaway’s 

property shown above. Also bridge no. 58 is marked 

(Town Historian Offi ce in Ballston Spa.) 

N
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SITE HISTORY: RURAL ECONOMY TO WORLD WAR II  

Figure 1.20. Champlain Canal Survey 1917. Detailed survey of the Champlain Canal showing property 

lines and land owners.  The survey identifi es the tablet marker of Burgoyne’s Surrender, Bridge No. 

58, Hudson Valley Railroad, and location of structures. The surrender marker is shown at the eastern 

section of the George Hathaway property (SARA).
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Figure 1.21. New York State Canals, Champlain Canal Survey, 1926. Figure is taken from a larger map from the 1920’s survey of 

canals showing Schuylerville and waterway by the U.S. Army Engineers.  Property lines and roads are shown with dashed lines. 

Note: The Floodplain Area is divided into fi ve sections (NOAA Historic Map and Chart Project).

Figure 1.22. General view up the Hudson Valley, Schuylerville, New York, ca. 1900-1915.  View near Schuylerville of the tow path and 

open fi elds. In the foreground is the trolley line and near the horizon on the left is a bridge over the canal.

N
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SITE HISTORY: RURAL ECONOMY TO WORLD WAR II  

Figure 1.23. Birds-eye view of Saratoga and Vicinity, 1880. The map is numbered calling out points of interest. 1: Surrender of Burgoyne’s 

Sword, 2: Gen Gate’s Army, along ridge line.  Note: the Champlain Canal, the bridge over the canal, the spring under the culvert and 

road, location of fence, and the marker in the front yard of the house (Nathaniel Bartlett Sylvester, History of Saratoga County, New York 

1880).
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Figure 1.24. Birds-eye view of Victory Mills, 1880. The Village of Victory and Village Extension (shown in detail).  Schuyler Street, 

Lafayette Street, Evans Street, Hill Street, and an unknown street are marked by author (Saratoga County Historian’s Offi ce).
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SITE HISTORY: RURAL ECONOMY TO WORLD WAR II  

Figure 1.26. Enhanced negative, view south along turnpike with open fi eld, ca. 1920s. View looking south along Champlain Canal. 

Note: The open fi elds and the Whitehall Turnpike (U.S. Route 4) The pole to the right is across from the intersection of Chubbs Hill 

Road (Schuyler Street) and the Turnpike (SARA).

Figure 1.25.  Enhanced negative. View of George Hathaway house (Germain house) property c. 1920s.  To the left is the intersection of 

Chubbs Hill Road (Schuyler Street) and the Whitehall Turnpike (US Route 4). Open fi elds in front of the house depict it as agriculture. 

There is no sign of trolley tracks and the size of the negative suggest pre-1900 (SARA).
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Figure 1.28. The Spot Where 

Burgoyne Surrendered His 

Sword to Gates,1910. Shown 

in the fi gure is the current 

marker on the property that 

reads “Here Gen. Burgoyne 

surrendered his sword to Gen 

Gates Oct, 7, 1777.”  Shown in 

photograph is Schuyler Street 

and fi elds just north of the 

property. In the background 

apple trees are shown. (The 

Real American Romance: The 

Stars and Stripes, The Age 

of Independence 1763-1783. 

1910)

Figure 1.27. Enhanced negative, view of intersection of Chubbs Hill Road (Schuyler Street) and Whitehall Turnpike (U.S. Route 4) 

ca. 1920s.  The Allen House (Hartloff Residence) and agricultural outbuildings are in the background with a man standing near the 

surrender marker.  To the man’s right is the Germain House driveway (SARA).
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PRE-WORLD WAR II TO THE PRESENT (1938-2008) 

The period between 1938 and the present fundamentally altered the Sword 

Surrender Site and setting landscape.  Population growth, facilitated by 

construction of Interstate 87 (the Northway), along with a decline in agriculture, 

fueled the conversion of farmland to residential use.  While the study area 

remains rural in character, historic and natural resources, as well as views to the 

Hudson River, have become increasingly threatened.  

REGIONAL CHANGE AND DEVELOPMENT  

Saratoga Battlefield received national recognition when it was authorized by the 

United States Congress in 1938 to become part of the National Park system.  It 

was later designated in 1948 as Saratoga National Historical Park.   

  

By the late 1930s, the Roosevelt administration had created numerous New Deal 

initiatives to help the troubled agricultural economy.  Although programs 

including the Agricultural Adjustment Administration (AAA), the Farm Security 

Administration (FSA), and Rural Electrification Administration (REA), were 

successful in improving agricultural life in the Upper Hudson Valley Region, new 

challenges arose at the end of World War II.  

 

Technological innovations, such as the introduction of gasoline and electric 

machinery and the widespread use of pesticides and fertilizers, produced large 

gains in agricultural productivity during the postwar period.  Farming eventually 

became highly mechanized, requiring the labor of only a small number people.  

As a result, small family farms found it increasingly difficult to compete, and more 

farmers left the land and the number of people employed in agriculture began to 

decline.  For example, in 1940 the number of farms in Saratoga County totaled 

2,591.  By 1969, the number of farms in operation declined to only 595.78  

 

Besides a decrease in small, diversified farms after World War II, a high demand 

for housing and improvements to the transportation infrastructure greatly altered 

the agrarian landscape of the Upper Hudson River Valley region, specifically 

Saratoga County.  The housing boom was stimulated in part by the Servicemen’s 

Readjustment Act of 1944 (referred to as the G.I. Bill), which provided returning 

members of the military easily affordable mortgages, and the Federal-Aid 

Highway Act of 1944, which led to the creation of the Interstate Highway System 

and provided funding for secondary road improvements.  79 It was these Federal 

programs among others, as well as the increase in automobile traffic that led to 

the construction of Interstate 87 (the Northway) and the increased development 

of single-family housing in Saratoga County after 1945. 
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With the fear of losing historically significant lands to residential and commercial 

development, the National Park Service began acquiring additional properties 

after 1949, which consisted of a twenty-six acre portion of the Schuyler Estate in 

1950 and a twenty-three acre tract in the village of Victory in 1974.  The Saratoga 

Monument, previously administered by New York State, was deeded to the 

National Park Service in 1980.   

 

Since the 1950s, the conversion of farmland to residential and other uses has 

greatly changed the rural character of the Upper Hudson River Valley region.  

According to the 2002 Comprehensive Plan for the Town of Saratoga: 

Land use in the Town [of Saratoga] is now characterized as predominantly residential.  

Although, characteristically a rural-agricultural community, residential land use now 

comprises a majority of the land area in the Town [of Saratoga].  Although general 

stable, agricultural land use has experienced some conversion to residential 

development in recent years. 

The density of housing development is more concentrated in the two village settings 

[Schuylerville and Victory].  Lot sizes are smaller, reflecting the availability of 

municipal services and a clustered development pattern in close proximity to business, 

services, and institutional type uses such as schools.80    

Despite the loss of farmland, the Upper Hudson River Valley, specifically 

Saratoga County, remains an agricultural region focused on milk production, 

general farming, and apple growing. 81 However, as population increases, historic 

resources and the natural environment have become threatened.  

OWNERSHIP AND USE OF SWORD SURRENDER SITE AND SETTING LANDSCAPE 

Similar to the national and regional trends of the mid-twentieth century, the 

Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape witnessed an increase in residential 

development in the late 1930s and 1940s, with the majority of growth taking place 

within the Upland Area.  As shown in a 1948 aerial photograph, growth occurred 

along Evans/Haas and Schuyler Streets (Figure 1.36).   

 

In the 1930s, the Germain family made improvements to the house, constructing 

an addition on the south elevation and a garage along the west elevation.  During 

this period various ornamental shrubs and perennials were planted throughout 

the Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) and along the foundation.  Photographs 

from mid-twentieth century show an orchard, small garden with trellis for grapes 

and a road used to access farm buildings located on the property to the west as 

seen from the photograph (Figure 1.37 & Figure 1.38).  Having purchased 

additional acreage in the 1920s, the Germians’ continued agricultural activities 

throughout the mid-twentieth century but was confined to the fourteen-acre 

“pasture lot” (Figure 1.29-1.32). 
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In 1955, U.S. Route 4 was improved, altering the Sword Surrender Site (OSI 

Parcel).  As shown in 1950s engineering drawings, the islands at the intersections 

of Schuyler and Evens Streets were removed and the road bed was widened 

(Figures 1.33-1.35).  

 

With exception to the Floodplain Area, agricultural production within the Sword 

Surrender Site and Setting landscape diminished after 1950s.  Based on 1948, 

1960, 1968, and 1980 aerial photographs, fields were abandoned and are now in 

the early stages of succession, including the “pasture lot” within the Sword 

Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) (Figures 1.36-1.40).  The abandoned Champlain 

Canal became overgrown with vegetation and a gravel road was built in the 

previous location of the old Bridge No. 58.  

 

Following a fire that damaged their house, the Germain family sold the nineteen-

acre parcel to the Open Space Institute (OSI) in 2006.   

SWORD SURRENDER SITE AND SETTING LANDSCAPE CHARACTER, 2008 

By 2008, the Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape appeared much 

different from 1938.  The remaining agricultural land in the Upland Area was 

either converted into subdivisions or in the early stages of reclamation and 

approximately one-third of the existing housing stock was built after 1938.  The 

vehicular systems consisted of one collector road and four local roads.  The 

vegetation was a mix of successional forests, residential lawns, and shrubland.  

 

The Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) was under the ownership of the Open 

Space Institute.  Similar to the surrounding area, the majority of the Sword 

Surrender Site was in the process of reclamation.  Four large historic maples lined 

Schuyler Street and various ornamental plants are found along the house 

foundation.  The historic Germain house was abandoned and remnants of 

outbuildings were still visible, but overgrown with vegetation.  The adjacent 

property, which includes the Allen House, was now owned by William Hartloff.  

Circulation within the Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) included two access 

points that began at Schuyler Street and ended near the previous location of the 

outbuildings.   

 

The Floodplain Area remained relatively intact since 1938.  While the majority of 

the landscape was comprised of agricultural fields, the remaining acreage 

included wetlands and the abandoned Champlain Canal. 

 

Two commemorative signs could still be found within the Sword Surrender Site 

and setting landscape in 2008.  A New York State marker denoting the existence 

of three forts in the  area was located along US Route 4 and a cast iron sign 
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identifying the site of General Burgoyne’s  Sword Surrender was found on the 

west side of US Route 4 with the Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel). 

 

For a more detailed description of the condition of the Sword Surrender Site and 

Setting landscape in 2008, refer to the Existing Conditions chapter of this report.  

ENDNOTES 

                                                 
78 New York Agricultural Statistics Service, Saratoga County Farm Statistics, 2003. 
79 Walter W. Wilcox, The Farmer in the Second World War (ISCP:1947) p.6 
80 LA Group, Town of Saratoga 2002 Comprehensive Land Use Plan, 2002. 
81 L.H. Bailey, Cyclopedia of American Agriculture, 1907. 
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SITE HISTORY:  PREWORLD WAR II  TO THE PRESENT

Figure 1.29. Allen House, ca. 1930. View of the western elevation of the Allen House (Courtesy William Hartloff and Darlene Duggan).

Figure 1.30. Allen House, ca. 1930. View of the southern elevation of the Allen House (Courtesy William Hartloff and Darlene Duggan).
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Figure 1.31. Aerial Photograph of Germain and Allen property c. 1950. Photographed by Henry DeWolf inventory number 572-380. 

The abandoned Champlain Canal is shown at the lower left corner of the image.  The agricultural outbuildings/barns are located on 

the Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) where the driveway is connected to Schuyler Street and U.S. Route 4. The fi elds are lined with 

barbed wire fencing (Courtesy of William Hartloff and Darlene Duggan). 

Figure 1.32. Survey, Allen Property, 1954. Survey for the construction of U.S. Route 4. Note: The Trolley Bed, trees, and driveways are 

identifi ed and labeled.  Both apple and locust trees are labeled along the road.  (Courtesy of William Hartloff and Darlene Duggan.).

N
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SITE HISTORY:  PREWORLD WAR II  TO THE PRESENT

Figure 1.33. New York 

Department of Transportation 

U.S. Route 4 alteration plans, 

1955. (1 of 3) The intersection 

of Evans and U.S. Route 4 is 

towards the lower section of 

the map (NYDOT).
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Figure 1.34. New York 

Department of Transportation 

U.S .Route 4 alteration plans, 

1955 (2 of 3). The intersection 

of Town Road (Schuyler 

Street) and U.S. Route 4 is 

near the center of the map.  

The trolley bed and old 

canal are shown just to the 

east of the road alterations. 

Note: The culvert near the 

lower end of the map which 

connects to the swamp 

(wetlands) (NYDOT).
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Figure 1.35. New York 

Department of Transportation 

US Route 4 alteration plans, 

1955 (3 of 3). The southern 

section of the Sword 

Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) 

with the spring culvert shown 

near the top of the drawing. 

(NYDOT)
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Figure 1.36. Aerial Photograph, 1948. Note: The land use is predominately farmland along U.S. Route 4 and Evans Street, as well as 

the Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) (Saratoga County Farm Service Offi ce).

N
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Figure 1.37. Aerial Photograph, 1960. The intersections of Schuyler Street and U.S. Route 4 have been straightened and the farmland 

is still prominent (Saratoga County Farm Service Offi ce). 

erial Photograph 1960 The intersections of Schuyler Street and U S Route 4 have been straigh

N
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Figure 1.38. Aerial Photograph 1968. The fi elds are in the early stages of recession. The land within the Sword Surrender Site (OSI 

Parcel) is still open in character (Saratoga County Farm Service Offi ce)

N
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Figure 1.39. Aerial Photograph, 1980. The Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) is in the early stages of recession (SARA).

N
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Figure 1.40. Aerial Photograph, 2000. The majority of land is now in recession.  The farm access road can be seen along the center 

of the Floodplain Area traveling northward (SARA).

N
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EXISTING CONDITIONS 

 

 

This section describes the existing conditions of the Sword Surrender Site and 

Setting.  It is structured by providing an overview of the regional context 

identifying landscape characteristics that represent the natural and cultural 

processes and features that define the significance of this cultural landscape.  The 

essential characteristics to be discussed include natural systems and topography, 

circulation, land use, vegetation, building and settlement patterns, views and 

vistas, small scale features, and archeological sites. The narrative is supported by 

an existing conditions plan. 

REGIONAL CONTEXT 

The Upper Hudson River Valley is located between the Adirondack Mountains 

of New York and the Green Mountains of Vermont and has a varied landscape of 

gorges, bluffs, floodplain, and ridges.  Located in the natural region of the 

Appalachian Provinces of eastern New York State within Saratoga County, in the 

Town of Saratoga, the Sword Surrender Site and Setting or “study area” occupies 

land fronting the Hudson River.  The study area is part of the Town of Saratoga, a 

rural township, which is a community of approximately 5,141 residents within 

thirty square miles.  Within a half mile of the study area to the north and west are 

the Village of Schuylerville and Victory each home to a population of 1,197 and 

544 residents, respectively. 

SWORD SURRENDER SITE AND SETTING LANDSCAPE 

The study area of the Sword Surrender Site and Setting is largely defined by 

natural systems and topography.  To the west is Fish Creek and the Village of 

Victory, to the east is the Hudson River, and to the south are multiple residences 

along with a spring (Figure 2.0).  The study area is divided by into two sections by 

U.S. Route 4.  These two sections will be categorized to the east as the 

“Floodplain Area” and to the west as the “Upland Area.” The Upland Area is 

further divided into the “Village Extension” (as it is referred to for its close 

proximity to the Village of Victory) and the “Sword Surrender Site” (OSI Parcel).  

The Village Extension makes up 54 acres of the study area while the Sword 

Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) consists of 19 acres.  On the east side of the study 

area, the Floodplain Area contains approximately 97 acres.94 
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UPLAND AREA 

The Upland Area, including the Village Extension and Sword Surrender Site (OSI 

Parcel) is located on the west side of U.S. Route 4.  The land rises sharply from 

the floodplains along the eastern boundary to Lafayette Street, changing in 

elevation by approximately thirty-five feet.  The area is largely a residential 

landscape with scatterings of abandoned fields, forest, and transitional shrubland 

(Figure 2.0). 

Village Extension 

Within the Upland Area, the Village Extension is bound on the north and west by 

Evans (Haas) Street, and U.S. Route 4 and Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) 

along the eastern and southern boundaries.  The Hartloff property (adjacent to 

the Sword Surrender Site) is included as part of the Village Extension.   

 

The Village Extension is a 54-acre area consisting of mostly residential buildings 

constructed prior to 1940 (Refer to Appendix B for detailed information).  The 

vegetation is a mix of old growth successional forests (Northern Red Oak, 

Quercus rubra, Red Maple, Acer rubrum, birch species, Betula spp., and Eastern 

White Pine, Pinus strobes) reclaimed old farming fields (Orchard grass,  Dactylis 

glomerata, Timothy, Phleum pratense, fescue species, Festuca spp., goldenrod 

species, Solidago spp., and herbaceous vegetation), residential lawns, and shrub 

land (Autumn-olive, Elaeagnus umbellate, Gray Dogwood, Cornus racemosa, 

multiflora rose, Rosa multiflora Eastern Red-cedar, Juniperus virginiana 

shrubland)(Figure 2.1). 

 

The circulation system of the Village Extension area consists of one collector 

road and four local roads.  U.S. Route 4 physically divides the Floodplain and 

Upland Areas.  Within the Village Extension are Schuyler Street, Hill Street, 

Evans (Haas) Street, and Lafayette Street. Both Schuyler and Hill Streets run east 

to west while Lafayette Streets run north to south.  Schuyler Street connects 

Evans Street to U.S. Route 4 by descending a steep incline from the western 

approach.  Evans (Haas) Street runs along the border of the study area in a 

northeasterly direction connecting to U.S. Route 4 below the bridge to Victory, at 

the point the name changes to Haas Street (Figure 2.0). 

 

The existing dense vegetation growing within the old Champlain Canal prism 

blocks views to the east towards the Hudson River.  Views to the west of Fish 

Creek and the Village of Victory are visible, but are compromised by vegetative 

growth.  To the north, views to the Old Dutch Reformed Church site and U.S. 

Route 4 are intact yet vulnerable (Drawing 2.0). 
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Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) 

The nineteen-acre Sword Surrender Site is bound on the north by Schuyler 

Street, to the east by U.S. Route 4, and to the south and east by private residences.  

The property is currently owned by the Open Space Institute and is accessible to 

the public as open space.   

 

Within the six-acre northern portion of the Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel), 

the residential landscape is relatively flat and consists of lawn, ornamental 

plantings, and four mature maple trees lining Schuyler Street.  The thirteen-acre 

southern portion, historically agricultural pasture land, is now in the process of 

succession into woodland.  A large ravine and spring are both found within the 

southern portion of the site.  The spring flows in a northeasterly direction, 

passing through a culvert under U.S. Route 4 before emptying into the old 

Champlain Canal prism. 

 

Two access points currently enter the Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) via 

Schuyler Street.  An eroded road trace, located along the eastern boundary, was 

once connected to U.S. Route 4 through the adjoining property to the east.  Based 

on historic military and current topographic maps, the road trace may have been 

part of the historic Road to Albany (Figure 3.0).  A driveway, constructed in the 

twentieth century, passes through the site along the western boundary before 

connecting to the road trace.  Both circulation routes terminate in the location of 

agricultural outbuilding foundations.  

 

Buildings and structures found within the Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) are 

limited to a vacant fire damaged building, previously owned by the Germain 

family, and associated agricultural outbuilding foundations.  

 

The elevated location of the Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) allows for broad 

views and vistas of the surrounding area.  To the north and east, limited views can 

be obtained of the Hudson River and abandoned Champlain Canal.  Views south 

are limited by vegetation growth and to the west are obstructed by a large 

building atop a steep change in elevation. 

 

A cast iron sign, constructed between 1877 and 1910, denotes the ceremonial 

location of General Burgoyne’s surrender to General Gates.  The sign reads, 

“Here Gen. Burgoyne Surrendered His Sword To Gen. Gates, Oct, 17, 1777.” 

Several stone steps are located on the north section of the property that once led 

to the entrance of the house. 
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FLOODPLAIN AREA 

The topography of the Floodplain Area is relatively flat and is bound on the west 

by U.S. Route 4 and to the east by the Hudson River.  The area encompasses 

approximately ninety-seven acres of land with twenty-five acres classified as 

wetland.  Agricultural fields comprise roughly forty-five acres of agricultural 

restricted land while the remaining acreage includes the heavily wooded 

abandoned Champlain Canal.  Plant species found within the Floodplain Area 

include Silver Maple (Acer saccharinum), Sensitive Fern (Onoclea sensibilis), and 

Small-spike False Nettle (Boehmeria cylindrical) (Figure 2.1).  

 

A gravel farm access road from U.S. Route 4 travels east and crosses the old 

Champlain Canal bed and then proceeds north as it crosses a canal outlet that 

empties into the Hudson River.  

 

Although there are no visible signs of current buildings or structures, these 

floodplain fields were contested territory during the French and Indian Wars 

(1689-1763).  The locations of certain fortifications remain uncertain, but most 

likely existed near the river in the Floodplain Area.  

 

The view east of the Hudson is significant to the setting and is largely 

unobstructed.  The view of the Village Extension is limited by the steep 

topography associated with the Upland Area. 

 

 A New York State Historical Marker references three forts in the area including 

Fort Vroman [Vrooman] (1689), Fort Saratoga (1702), and Fort Clinton (1746).  

There is potential for French and Indian War forts to exist in some capacity in the 

Floodplain Area.  This requires further investigation a professional archeologist 

(Drawing 2.0). 

ENDNOTES 

                                                 
94 Measurements taken from online GIS application of the Town of Saratoga Tax Parcels. 
http://www.maphost.com/saratoga/select_map.asp 
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ANALYSIS AND EVALUATION 

 

 

This section provides an overview of the historical significance of the Sword 

Surrender Site and Setting landscape, describes the characteristics and features 

that contribute to the significance of the landscape, and evaluates the integrity of 

the historic landscape.  This analysis and evaluation is based on the criteria 

developed by the National Register of Historic Places.  According to the National 

Register, historic significance may be present in districts, sites, buildings, 

structures, and objects that possess integrity of location, design, materials, 

workmanship, feeling, and association which meet at least one of the following 

criteria: 

 

A. That are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to 

the broad patterns of history; or 

B. That are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or 

C. That embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 

construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic 

values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose 

components may lack individual distinction; or 

D. That have yielded or may be likely to yield information in prehistory or 

history. 

ANALYSIS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape is eligible for listing in the 

National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A within the contexts 

American Revolution (Autumn 1777) and Commemoration and Memorialization 

(1877-1938).  The periods of significance are October 17, 1777, and 1877 to 1938.   

 

The old Champlain Canal, a portion of which passes through the Sword 

Surrender Site and Setting landscape, is individually listed on the National 

Register as a district under Criteria A, C, and D.  It has a separate history and 

period of significance, which begins in 1823 and extends to ca. 1917. 

 

After further investigation by qualified professionals, the study area may yield 

additional significance under Criterion D, Archeology, for its potential to reveal 

significant information regarding the French and Indian (1689-1763) and 

Revolutionary War periods, as well as Native American occupation and use 

dating to the Middle and Late Archaic periods (8000 B.P.-1609).  
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

American Revolution (1777) 

The Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape is primarily significant under 

Criterion A for its association with the American Revolution and the decisive role 

the area played in the battles, siege, and surrender of Saratoga in 1777.  The site 

also derives significance under Criterion D, archeology, for its potential to reveal 

significant information regarding the Revolutionary War period.   

 

Leading up to the Battle of Freeman’s Farm on September 19, 1777, British 

Lieutenant General John Burgoyne led an army south from Canada, passing 

through the study area along the Hudson River and the Road to Albany.  Since it 

was nearly impossible for large ships to portage between Lakes Champlain and 

George, Burgoyne relied on the Hudson River and Road to Albany for the 

transportation of the army’s vital supplies which included food, supplies, 

baggage, and ammunition.  

 

Following the Battle of Bemis Heights on October 7, 1777,   British and American 

forces passed through the study area via the Road to Albany, as Burgoyne’s army 

retreated northward to ‘old’ Saratoga (Schuylerville and Victory) encompassing 

Victory Woods and the Saratoga Monument site for their final encampment and 

defenses.  After seven days of being surrounded by American forces, Burgoyne 

and an exhausted British Army surrendered on the morning of October 17, 1777. 

 

On the day of the surrender, General Gates hosted Burgoyne to a meal in a large 

tent within the study area, just north of the American Headquarters.  After the 

army of Burgoyne piled and grounded their arms in a field north of Fish Creek 

along the Hudson River, they formed into lines and marched to the point where 

Gates and his staff were waiting.  As the prisoners marched past, Burgoyne 

ceremonially drew his sword and offered it to Gates.95         

Commemoration and Memorialization (1877-1938) 

The Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape is significant under Criterion A, 

for association with broad patterns in United States history, as an early and 

important example of Revolutionary War commemoration between 1877 and 

1938.  While planning began before the American Civil War, commemoration 

and memorialization of Saratoga’s Revolutionary War sites came to fruition 

during the 1877 battle centennial, when construction of the Saratoga Monument 

began.  With the rise of the battlefield commemoration movement, many 

patriotic societies, and organizations were formed during the late nineteenth and 

early twentieth century which included the Daughters of the American 

Revolution (DAR), Sons of the American Revolution (SAR), and Saratoga 
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Battlefield Association.  These organizations, as well as local historical societies, 

civic groups, politicians, and philanthropists, worked together and added several 

battlefield monuments and markers throughout Saratoga County between 1888 

and 1927.  During the period of New York State management of Saratoga 

Battlefield (1927-1938), additional monuments, cast iron markers, and 

reconstructed period buildings were added to the area.  These efforts ultimately 

led to the establishment of Saratoga National Historical Park in 1938.96 

 

A cast iron marker sign, installed between 1877 and 1910 during the 

commemoration movement, is located within the study area denoting the 

traditional location of General Burgoyne’s surrender to General Gates.  The dark 

blue sign with yellow lettering reads, “Here Gen. Burgoyne surrendered his 

sword to Gen. Gates, Oct, 17, 1777.”  It is found within the Upland Area portion 

of the study area in the northeast portion of the Sword Surrender Site (OSI 

Parcel) along U.S. Route 4.  

Canal Transportation (1823-ca.1917) 

Located within the Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape, the old 

Champlain Canal was individually listed on the National Register on September 

1, 1976 as a district under Criteria A, C, and D for its association with agricultural, 

commercial, and industrial growth of New York State; the design and 

construction of its infrastructure; and its for its archeological potential to reveal 

significant information regarding the canal transportation period.  

 

The portions of the canal that pass through the study area were active from 1823 

to ca.1917, which is the documented period of significance.  The development of 

the canal along the Hudson River is an integral part of the general trends that 

shaped the land use and settlement of the Saratoga area.97  Within the boundaries 

of the study area, the prism of the canal is extant yet covered with small trees and 

shrubs and some areas were widened in the 1930s for use as a hatchery.  It is 

currently state owned.  For the purpose of this project, the old Champlain Canal 

will not be evaluated, but is considered a contributing resource within the Sword 

Surrender Site and Setting landscape because it individually meets National 

Register Criteria. 

POTENTIAL ADDITIONAL AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE  

Occupation during Middle and Late Archaic Periods (8000 B.P. -1609) 

The Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape may derive additional 

significance under Criterion D, archeology, for its potential to reveal significant 

information regarding Native American occupation and use dating to the Middle 



CULTURAL LANDSCAPE INVENTORY FOR SWORD SURRENDER SITE AND SETTING 

 90 

and Late Archaic periods (8000 B.P.-1609).  Although this area of significance and 

associated resources will not be evaluated in this Cultural Landscape Inventory, 

projectile points and other artifacts have been found within the study area and 

therefore, will require further investigation by qualified professionals.  

French and Indian Wars (1689-1763) 

The Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape may be significant under 

Criterion A for its association with the French and Indian Wars (1689-1763), the 

name given to the multiple wars fought between Great Britain and France for 

control over the eastern part of the North American continent.  During theses 

colonial wars, a series of forts were built in the Upper Hudson River Valley 

region, three of which were constructed within the study area; Fort Vroman 

[Vrooman] (1689), Fort Saratoga (1702), and Fort Clinton (1746). 

 

While no visible above-ground remnants of the forts currently exist within the 

study area, archeological investigations within the fields of the Floodplain Area 

should be conducted to identify potential resources that date to the French and 

Indians Wars.  Located along U.S. Route 4, a 1927 New York State cast iron sign 

currently marks the approximate sites of the three forts. 

  
Table 3.0: Recommended Areas and Periods of Significance 

THEME SWORD SURRENDER SITE AND SETTING 
American Revolution 
Autumn 1777 (NR Criteria A and D)  X 

Commemoration and Memorialization 
1877-1938 (NR Criterion A) X 

Canal Transportation  
1823-ca.1917 (NR Criteria A, C, and D) X 

EVALUATION OF INTEGRITY 

The National Register of Historic Places recognizes seven aspects of integrity for 

historic properties.  These are location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, 

feeling, and association.  Aspects of integrity deemed most important to 

evaluation may be judged based on a property’s proposed significance under 

National Register criteria.  The historic integrity of a cultural landscape relates to 

the ability of the landscape to convey significance. 

INTEGRITY TO THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION (1777) 

The Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape retains sufficient integrity to 

convey its significance to the American Revolution (1777).  With exception to 

successional vegetative growth, the construction of the Champlain Canal and 

residential development in the Upland Area, the location and spatial organization 
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of the Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape has remained unchanged since 

the Revolutionary War period.  Similar to the historic period, a mosaic of field 

and forest continue to occupy the Upland Area, while the Floodplain Area 

remains open agricultural land.  Most roads found within the study area during 

the eighteenth century are present today.  However, additional roads were 

introduced in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.  Views and vistas 

important to military strategy during the Revolutionary War can still be obtained 

throughout the study area, but are vulnerable to encroaching successional 

woodland vegetation.  The cultural landscape retains overall integrity of location, 

setting, feeling, and association.   

INTEGRITY TO COMMEMORATION AND MEMORIALIZATION (1877-1938) 

The Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape retains sufficient integrity to 

convey its significance to the Revolutionary War commemoration and 

memorialization movement between 1877 and 1938.  Although patriotic societies, 

organizations, and state agencies primarily focused their efforts in constructing 

monuments and markers at Saratoga Battlefield, scatterings of markers were 

located in outlying areas identifying important events that took place during the 

war, including a cast iron sign located within the study area.  Constructed 

between 1877 and 1910, the sign denotes the ceremonial location of General 

Burgoyne’s surrender to General Gates.  It is in its original location and has been 

minimally altered (ball finial was removed at an unknown date)  

 

Despite only having one commemorative feature, the Sword Surrender Site and 

Setting landscape retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, 

workmanship, feeling, and association to convey its historic association to the 

commemoration and memorialization movement.  

 

CULTURAL LANDSCAPE INTEGRITY FOR SWORD SURRENDER SITE AND SETTING LANDSCAPE  

Period Overall Location Design Setting Materials Workmanship Feeling Association 

Autumn 1777 YES YES NO YES NO NO YES YES 
Commemoration 
(1877-1938) YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 
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EVALUATION OF LANDSCAPE CHARACTERISTICS 

NATURAL SYSTEMS AND TOPOGRAPHY 

Historic Condition: 

The Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape is located within the Upper 

Hudson Valley, a region characterized by mountains, valleys, ridges, and 

plateaus.  The topography of the study area consists of flatlands along the 

floodplains of the Hudson River and undulating lands east of U.S. Route 4.  

These topographic conditions not only influenced early settlement patterns, but 

they also were significant to the military outcome of the Revolutionary War.  

During the nineteenth century, the topography along the ridgeline was minimally 

altered as a result of transportation related projects along U.S. Route 4.   

 

The Hudson River along with one of its tributaries, Fish Creek, forms the 

northern and eastern boundary of the study area.  During early settlement and 

Revolutionary War periods, these natural waterways became transportation 

corridors, supplied water for drinking, and provided energy to power mills and 

local industries.  A small spring runs through the southern portion of the Upland 

Area.  While little is known of spring, it can be assumed that it to, although at a 

small capacity, provided drinking water to early settlers and Revolutionary War 

soldiers.  The spring is the water source of the marshy floodplain. 

 

Post-Historic and Existing Conditions: 

The geology and topography of the Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape 

remains similar today as they did during the historic periods.  However, the 

topography within the vicinity of U.S. Route 4 was altered minimally as a result of 

the road alignments in the 1930s and 1950s (Figures 3.0 and 3.1). 

LAND USE/VEGETATION 

Historic Condition: 

Prior to European settlement, the land found within the boundaries of the Sword 

Surrender Site and Setting landscape was heavily forested and occupied by the 

Mohawk and Mahican tribes.  These groups used the lands as a central 

topographic corridor for travel, migration, hunting, and planting.   

 

By the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, the Sword Surrender Site 

and Setting landscape was cleared for agricultural and residential use.  The open 

character of the Floodplain Area provided rich agricultural lands to European 

colonists, while the mosaic of fields and forests in the Upland Area was more 

suitable for residential development.  In 1777, the study area was predominately 

agricultural and owned by Philip Schuyler.  During the battles, siege, and 
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surrender of Saratoga, the landscape was used as an avenue of approach and 

retreat and later served as the ceremonial location of General Burgoyne’s 

surrender to General Gates.  By 1877, the character of the Sword Surrender Site 

and Setting landscape remained agricultural, despite the scatterings of residential 

development in the Upland Area  

 

Post-Historic and Existing Conditions: 

Since the historic periods, the Upland Area, specifically the Village Extension, has 

evolved into a residential landscape.  Vegetation consists of old growth 

successional forests, reclaimed farming fields, residential/domestic lawn, and 

transitionalshrubland.  The Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) is owned by the 

Open Space Institute, but currently lies vacant as the Germain house received 

extensive damage by fire in 2005.  The property consists of various ornamental 

plantings and four large maple trees along Schuyler Street (Figures 3.2-3.6).   

 

The Floodplain Area continues to be used for agricultural production (Figure 

3.10).  Approximately twenty-five acres are classified as successional forested 

wetland, which includes portions of the historic Champlain Canal bed (Figures 

3.2-3.6).  

CIRCULATION 

Historic Condition: 

Previously used by Mohawk and Mahican tribes as a migratory route and hunting 

grounds, the major northeast-southwest route through the study area, historically 

known as the Saratoga Trail, became a major transportation corridor for 

European settlers in the early to mid-1600s and later an avenue of approach for 

British and American soldiers during the Revolutionary War.  The Road to 

Albany, as it was later called, served as the spine for transportation within the 

Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape.  Eventually, roads would branch out 

from it to form a network of transportation corridors, connecting settlements 

with individual farms and industries. By 1813, the Road to Albany was replaced 

by the Whitehall Turnpike.  As part of the Federal-Aid Highway Acts of the 1920s 

and 1930s, the Whitehall Turnpike was improved and later designated as U.S. 

Route 4 in 1934. 

 

By 1823, the Champlain Canal was completed.  The canal was approximately 

thirty feet wide and three feet deep.  On the east side of the canal was a tow path 

that measured ten feet. This path was situated just above the agricultural fields of 

Schuyler’s land along the Hudson River.  Between 1917 and 1918, the canal was 

abandoned.  In the 1930s, a portion of the canal was widened and later used as a 

fish hatchery. 
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By 1895, the Greenwich and Schuylerville Electric Railroad was established.  It 

was later absorbed by the Hudson Valley Railroad ca. 1901 and abandoned by the 

1920’s.  The tracks were located along the eastern edge of the Whitehall 

Turnpike.  The railroad provided transportation from the Capital District to 

Warrensburg.  Trolleys continued to run from Greenwich to Thomson until 1928 

when flooding destroyed most of the line. 

 

While most driveways within the study area were constructed during the mid-

nineteen century, the driveway on the Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) may be 

a trace of the historic route of the Road to Albany (Figure 3.0).  

 

Post-Historic and Existing Conditions: 

Since the historic periods, U.S. Route 4 was again realigned in the 1950s.  The 

intersections at Schuyler and Evans Streets both had the islands removed and 

roads straightened.  Besides U.S. Route 4, the study area includes four local roads 

including Evans Street, Schuyler Street, Lafayette Street, and Hill Street.  Schuyler 

Street has also been referred to as Chubbs Hill Road (1899) and Village Road 

(1954) in period construction documents (Figure 3.7 and Figure 3.10). 

 

Two access points currently enter the Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) via 

Schuyler Street.  An eroded road trace, located along the eastern boundary, was 

once connected to U.S. Route 4 through the adjoining property to the east.  Based 

on historic military and current topographic maps, the road trace may have been 

part of the historic Road to Albany (Figure 3.0).  A driveway, constructed in the 

twentieth century, passes through the site along the western boundary before 

connecting to the road trace.  Both circulation routes terminate in the location of 

agricultural outbuilding foundations. 

 

The current farm access road, located within the Floodplain Area, is 

approximately eight feet wide and may follow a historic path (Figure 3.11-3.13).  

The abandoned Champlain Canal is on the western edge of the Floodplain Area 

and was not investigated as part of this Cultural Landscape Inventory (Figure 

3.14). 

BUILDING AND SETTLEMENT PATTERNS 

Historic Condition:  

Prior to colonial settlement, Mohawk and Mahican tribes occupied the area now 

encompassing the Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape.  Villages of the 

Mahicans consisted of twenty to thirty fortified longhouses, mostly found on 

hilltops. Iroquois villages of the Mohawks were also fortified, but consisted of 

communal longhouses measuring two hundred feet in length.   
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During the French and Indian Wars (1683-1763), three forts were constructed 

within the Floodplain Area of the study area; Fort Vroman [Vrooman] (1689), 

Fort Saratoga (1702), and Fort Clinton (1746). 

 

In 1683, the Sword and Surrender Site and Setting landscape was purchased by 

seven Dutch families as part of the Saratoga Patent.  Shortly thereafter, Johannes 

Wendel became the first settler to improve the land.  Following his death in 1691, 

Lot No. 4, as it was referred to, was acquired by his son Abraham.  In 1702, it was 

sold to the Schuyler family.  During this period, numerous flax and lumber mills 

were built and a Dutch Reformed Church was constructed within the study area.  

By the 1777 Revolutionary War battles of Saratoga, the only building found 

within the study area was the Old Dutch Reformed Church.  The church was 

later removed in 1822.  

 

In 1837, Teunis Van Vechten purchased the majority of the Schuyler family land, 

encompassing the study area.  He later sold the land to Thomas Smith.  After the 

acquisition by Thomas Smith, the property underwent multiple ownerships; 

Thomas Smith to Archibald Wing in 1854; Archibald Wing to John Mairs in 1856; 

John Mairs to G.W. Green in 1858; and G.W. Green to Thomas Smith in 1863.  By 

1866, the Lot No. 4 was subdivided and John Conners owned the five and three-

fourths acre Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel).  During this period, the Germain 

House was built ca 1860s.  In1877, John H. Chubbs acquired the Germain house 

and later subdivided the property, selling a portion to Emma Woodcock in 1883.  

Although dates of construction are unknown, Chubbs later constructed 

agricultural outbuildings south of his house.  Emma had a house built on her 

parcel in the 1880s (refer to Appendix B: Deeds).  By the late nineteenth century, 

the Upland Area of the Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape consisted of 

residential subdivisions and roads and the Floodplain Area remained agricultural. 

 

The closing of Victory Mills (1918), Champlain Canal (1918) and later Hudson 

Valley Railroad (1920s), resulted in minimal development with the study area in 

the early twentieth century.  Following the death of John H. Chubb in 1896, his 

wife sold their land to Polie E. Germain in 1921.  By the 1920s, Cora Allen was the 

owner of the property adjoining the Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel). While the 

dates of acquisition are uncertain, the Germain family purchased additional land 

after 1920.  

 

Post-Historic and Existing Conditions: 

Since 1938, Saratoga County has grown rapidly in population, facilitated by 

Interstate 87 (the Northway).  Within the Sword Surrender Site and Setting 

landscape, forty-nine tax parcels are listed within the study area.  Approximately 

ninety percent of these parcels are designated as residential and are located in the 
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Village Extension portion of the Upland Area.  The majority of housing predates 

1940.  

 

The Germain family had an addition built on the south elevation of their house 

between the 1930s and 1950s.  A garage was later built along the west elevation.  

Following a fire that severely damaged their house, the Germain family sold their 

property, consisting of approximately nineteen acres, to the Open Space Institute 

in 2006.  William Hartloff purchased the Cora Allen property in 2005 (Figure 3.15 

and Figure 3.18). 

 

With exception to the development of the Champlain Canal in the 1800s, the 

hydrologic conditions within the Floodplain Area have protected it from 

residential development.  As a result, it continues to be used for agricultural 

purposes. 

VIEWS AND VISTAS 

Historic Condition: 

Throughout the historic periods, views from within the Sword Surrender Site and 

Setting landscape were significant in its developmental history and the 

Revolutionary War.  During the battles, siege, and surrender of Saratoga in 1777, 

the elevated location of the Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) within the Upland 

Area were critical to military strategy as they allowed uninterrupted views to the 

Green Mountains of Vermont, Hudson River, the Old Dutch Reformed Church, 

the Road to Albany, and the fertile fields of the Schuyler Estate.  On the day of the 

surrender, a large tent was intentionally situated along the ridgeline of the Sword 

Surrender Site (OSI Parcel), making it possible for troops in all directions to 

observe the ceremonial surrender.  

 

Post-Historic and Existing Conditions: 

Since the historic period, views from within the Sword Surrender Site and Setting 

landscape remain intact, but have become vulnerable.  To the east vegetation 

limits views of the Green Mountains of Vermont, Hudson River, and sections of 

the old Champlain Canal.  The view north, which once held the site of the Old 

Dutch Reformed Church near the intersection of Evans Street and U.S. Route 4, 

is now obstructed by vegetation.  The views south of the pasture lot are limited by 

vegetation growth. To the west, views are obstructed by a large building atop a 

steep change in elevation (Figure 3.19-3.26).    

 

Preservation of expansive views from within the Sword Surrender Site and 

Setting landscape will require the Saratoga-Washington on the Hudson 

Partnership to work cooperatively with private landowners and local 

governments. 
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SMALL SCALE FEATURES 

Historic Condition:  

No documentation has been found supporting descriptions of small-scale 

features within the Sword Surrender Site and Setting landscape prior to 1877.  As 

part of the Memorialization and Commemoration Period (1877-1938), two signs 

were constructed within the study area.  A cast iron sign, constructed between 

1877 and 1910, denotes the ceremonial location of General Burgoyne’s surrender 

to General Gates.  In 1927, New York State installed an additional cast iron 

marker, stating the location of the French and Indian War fortifications (Figure 

3.19).  The sign is blue with yellow lettering and is adjacent to the entrance to 

Schuyler Street from U.S. Route 4(Figure 3.27 and 3.28). 

 

Post-Historic and Existing Conditions: 

Constructed during the twentieth century, portions of barbed wire fencing line 

old property lines, and are hidden by vegetation.  Along the northern boundary 

of the Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) are four stone steps.  While the date of 

construction is unknown, these steps are aligned along the slope along Schuyler 

Street and followed a path up to the house.  A wooden post is located behind the 

abandoned house possibly used as a clothes line or a bird house (Figure 3.29-

3.30). 

ARCHEOLOGICAL SITES 

Historic and Existing Conditions: 

Although an investigation of archeological resources is beyond the scope of this 

Cultural Landscape Inventory, projectile points, clay pipes, a musketball, and 

outbuilding structures have been found within the study area.  As a result of these 

findings and their potential to reveal significant information regarding Native 

American occupation (8000 B.P.-1609), the French and Indian Wars (1689-1763), 

and American Revolution (1777), it is highly recommended that the study area be 

further investigated by professional archeologists.   
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Table 3.2: Summary of Landscape Characteristics and Features for Sword Surrender Site and Setting 

CHARACTERISTIC / FEATURE EVALUATION COMMENTS 

Natural Systems and Topography 

Geology (escarpment, ridges, 
ravines), hydrology, and flora and 
fauna 

Contributing 

Present during and after the historic periods with natural 
and man-made changes.  Topography is a primary element 
making up the spatial organization of the Sword Surrender 
Site and Setting landscape. 

Hudson River and Fish Creek Contributing 

Present during and after the historic periods, serving as a 
power and food source and transportation route.  The river 
and creek were both factors in the location and 
development of the area. 

Springs Contributing Present during and after the historic periods, likely used as 
a potable water supply. 

Land Use and Vegetation 

Upland Area  

Forest  Contributing 

During the following historic periods, Middle and Late 
Archaic (8000 B.P. -1609), French and Indian Wars (1639-
1763), American Revolutionary (Autumn 1777), the Upland 
Area was largely wooded.   

Abandoned fields  Non-contributing Species composition has fundamentally changed since the 
eighteenth and nineteenth century. 

Transitional shrubland Non-contributing 

Species composition has fundamentally changed since the 
eighteenth and nineteenth century. 
 
 

Residential/Domestic  Non-contributing 

Prior to the mid-eighteenth century, the Upland Area was 
primarily a mosaic of fields and forests.  By the 1860s, the 
landscape evolved into a residential landscape.  While the 
residential land use existed during various historic periods, 
it does not contribute to the significance of the study area.   

Floodplain Area 

Agricultural fields Contributing Present during and after the historic periods. 

Successional forested wetland  Non-contributing 
Since its closure in ca. 1917, the old Champlain Canal has 
experienced floods, erosion, and successional forest 
growth. 

Circulation 

U.S. Route 4 Contributing 

Present during and after the historic periods.  Historically 
known as the Road to Albany and later Whitehall Turnpike, 
the road served as an avenue of approach during the 
Revolutionary War. 

Local roads (Evans Street, Schuyler 
Street, Lafayette Street, and Hill 
Street) 

Contributing 

Schuyler Street historically referred to as Chubb’s Hill 
Road (1899) and later Village Road (1954), served as the 
primary access route to the study area during the historic 
periods.   

Champlain Canal Contributing Prism remains, but the portion that runs through the study 
area has been filled in by vegetative growth. 

Farm access road (located in 
Floodplain Area) Undetermined Date of construction unknown, but may run along an older 

path. 
Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) 
eroded road trace Undetermined Although uncertain, the driveway may be a trace of the 

historic route of the Road to Albany, prior to re-alignment. 
Footpaths and driveways Non-contributing Constructed during the mid-twentieth century. 

Building and Settlement Patterns 

Village extension neighborhood  Non-contributing 

The majority of the housing stock within the village 
extension neighborhood was constructed prior to 1940.  
However, the buildings and structures do not contribute to 
the significance of the study area. 

Germain House (OSI Parcel) Non-contributing 

Constructed in the 1860s, the Germain (OSI) House was 
present during the various historic periods of the study 
area.  However, it does not contribute to the significance of 
the site and was completely destroyed by fire in 2006.   
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Allen House (Hartloff Residence) Non-contributing 
Constructed in the 1880s, the Allen House was present 
during various historic periods of the study area.  However, 
it does not contribute to the significance of the site. 

Views and Vistas 

View to the north-Old Dutch 
Reformed Church site Contributing Intact yet vulnerable.  Vegetative growth limits views to the 

site of the Old Dutch Reformed Church and U.S. Route 4. 
View to east-Green Mountains of 
Vermont, Hudson River, Champlain 
Canal, U.S. Route 4  

Contributing 
Intact yet vulnerable.  Vegetative growth limits views to the 
Green Mountains of Vermont, Hudson River, agricultural 
fields, U.S. Route 4 and the Abandoned Champlain Canal. 

View to the south-Abandoned 
agricultural land Non-contributing 

Historically, views to the south would have been largely 
unaltered.  Successional vegetative growth now obstructs 
views to the south. 

View to west-High ground  Non-contributing Surrounding homes to the west obscure the once expansive 
views of the high ground. 

Small-Scale Features 

Sword Surrender sign Contributing 
Constructed between 1877 and 1910, the cast iron sign does 
contribute to the Memorialization and Commemoration 
Period (1877-1938). 

New York State sign Non-contributing 
Constructed in 1927, the cast iron sign does not contribute 
to the Memorialization and Commemoration Period (1877-
1938). 

Barbed wire fence Non-contributing Constructed in the twentieth century and does not 
contribute the historic significance of the study area.   

Wooden Post Non-contributing 
Placed after periods of significance, placed during 
residential occupation of the late twentieth century.  
 

Stone steps Undetermined 

Date of construction unknown.  Steps are aligned along the 
slope along Schuyler Street and would have followed a path 
to the house.   
 

Archeological Sites 

Projectile Points Undetermined Middle and Late Archaic periods (8000 B.P.-1609) evidence 
uncovered by local residents. 

Clay Pipes Undetermined Archeology not definitive. 

Musketball Undetermined American Revolution period (1777) evidence uncovered by 
local residents. 

Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel)- 
Outbuilding structures foundations Undetermined Requires archeological investigations. 

French and Indian Wars fortification 
sites (Fort Vroman [Vrooman], Fort 
Saratoga, and Fort Clinton) 

Undetermined Requires archeological investigations. 

Old Dutch Reformed Church site Undetermined Requires archeological investigations. 

ENDNOTES 

                                                 
95 Hoffman Nickerson, The Turning Point of the Revolution, Volume II (Port Washington, N.Y. Kennikat Press, Inc., 1928) 
400; quoted in Christopher Stevens, Cultural Landscape Report and Archeological Sensitivity Assessment for Victory Woods 
(Boston, MA: Olmsted Center for Landscape Preservation, National Park Service, 2007) 49-57.   
96 Lisa Oudemool, Christopher Stevens, and Eliot Foulds, Cultural Landscape Report: Saratoga Battlefield, Volume I 
(Boston, MA: Olmsted Center for Landscape Preservation, National Park Service, 2002) 249.   
97 Christopher Stevens, Cultural Landscape Report and Archeological Sensitivity Assessment for Victory Woods (Boston, MA: 
Olmsted Center for Landscape Preservation, National Park Service, 2007) 171.   
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Figure 3.0 Natural Systems and Topography: (Above) 3D elevation of Study Area. The contour lines are placed every ten feet.  The green 
represents lower elevation while the yellow and brown represent higher elevation;  (Below) Key features are noticeable in both maps.  Both 
ridge lines and fi elds are distinguished.  Based on these mapa, it is assumed that the current eroded road trace on the Sword Surrender Site 
(OSI Parcel) may be a trace of the historic route of the Road to Albany (Above, OCLP, Below, SARA).

N

Low to High Elevation

1780 2008
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Figure 3.1 Natural Systems and Topography: Topography of Study Area.

N
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Figure 3.2. Land Use and Vegetation:  (Above) Abandoned Champlain Canal vegetation and Floodplain Area during winter. Note: the 
commemoration marker to the right; (Below) Similar vantage point as above, looking east towards the Hudson River and Floodplain Area 
from the Sword Surrender Site (OSI parcel) during the summer months.  Vegetation grows along the abandoned Champlain Canal  (OCLP, 
March 2008, August 2008).
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Figure 3.3. Land Use and Vegetation:  (Above) Germain House during winter; (Below) Abandoned fi re-damaged residential structure 

looking northeast towards the Hudson River. Note: The circulation path that continues to the right (OCLP, March 2008).
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Figure 3.4. Land Use and Vegetation: View south of former site of outbuildings, located to the south of the Germain House, overgrown 

with sumac and debris scattered throughout (OCLP, March and June, 2008).
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Figure 3.5. Land Use and Vegetation: 

Views of various ornamental planting 

throughout the Sword Surrender Site 

[OSI parcel] (OCLP, June 2008).

A.) Bridalwreath Spirea

B.) Cherry species

C.) Forsythia

D.) Common Lilac

A

B.

C D
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Figure 3.6. Land Use and Vegetation: (Above) View from Floodplain Area near the bank of the Hudson River looking west towards the 

OSI parcel.  A stream outlet empties into the Hudson the right.  Schuyler Street is seen near the center right of the photograph; (Below) 

Sword Surrender Site (OSI parcel) and adjacent residence viewed from the Floodplain Area. Construction vehicles are located at the 

entrance to the farm access road.
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Figure 3.7. Circulation: Intersection of Schuyler Street and US Route 4. View looking east towards the Village Extension Area.  On left is 

the Sword Surrender Site (OSI Parcel) property at 139 Schuyler Street.  Note: The old growth maples lining the hill in front of the property 

(OCLP, March 2008).
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Figure 3.8. Circulation: Schuyler Street looking east towards Hudson River. Schuyler Road intersects with U.S. Route 4, along with 

the Floodplain Area and the Hudson River in background.  Germain House to the south (right) with maples line the north side of 

the street (OCLP, March 2008).

Figure 3.9. Circulation: Intersection of U.S. Route 4 and Schuyler Street looking north (OCLP, June 2008).
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Figure 3.10. Circulation:  (Above) Intersection of U.S. Route 4 and Schuyler Street looking south, ca. 1900s.  Nore: The driveway 

and barn location; (Below) Contemporary Image of the Intersection of U. S. Route 4 and Schuyler Street (SARA, OCLP, June 

2008).
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Figure 3.11. Circulation: Eroded road trace outlet from Schuyler Street, looking south along one of the entrances to the Sword Surrender 

Site (OSI Parcel).  Note: May be trace of the historic route of the Road to Albany (OCLP, March 2008).

Figure 3.12. Circulation: Driveway entrance from Schuyler Street, looking north along the entrance from Schuyler Street (OCLP, March 

2008).   
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Figure 3.13. Circulation: Farm access road located in the Floodplain Area, looking east toward the Hudson River (OCLP, 2008).

Figure 3.14. Circulation: Abandoned Champlain Canal. View from farm access road looking north toward National Park Service property in 

far distance (OCLP, 2008).
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Figure 3.15. Buildings and Settlement Patterns: View along Schuyler Street, looking south at abandoned Germain residence (OCLP, March 

2008).

Figure 3.16. Buildings and Settlement Patterns: Rear view of abandoned residence.  Note: Addition constructed between 1930-1950s 

(OCLP, March 2008).
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Figure 3.17. Buildings and Settlement Patterns: View of neighboring residence adjacent to the Sword Surrender Site (OSI parcel) along 

U.S. Route 4.  Currently under renovations (OCLP, 2008).

Figure 3.18. Buildings and Settlement Patterns: View south of adjacent residence Allen House (Hartloff Residence) along U.S. Route 4 

(OCLP, 2008).



114

CULTURAL LANDSCAPE INVENTORY FOR SWORD SURRENDER SITE AND SETTING

Fi
g

u
re

 3
.1

9.
 V

ie
w

s 
an

d
 V

is
ta

s:
 V

ie
w

 s
o

u
th

ea
st

 a
lo

n
g

 U
.S

 .R
o

u
te

 4
. T

re
es

 li
n

e 
th

e 
ab

an
d

o
n

ed
 C

h
am

p
la

in
 C

an
al

.  
In

 t
h

e 
d

is
ta

n
ce

 a
re

 t
h

e 
fl 

o
o

d
p

la
in

s 
an

d
 t

h
e 

H
u

d
so

n
 R

iv
er

 (
O

C
LP

, 2
00

8)
.

Fi
g

u
re

 3
.2

0.
 V

ie
w

s 
an

d
 V

is
ta

s:
  V

ie
w

 w
es

t 
o

f 
th

e 
in

te
rs

ec
ti

o
n

 o
f 

Sc
h

u
yl

er
 S

tr
ee

t 
an

d
 U

.S
. R

o
u

te
 4

 (
O

C
LP

, 2
00

8)
.  



                                                                                                                                                                                                                             ANALYSIS AND EVALUATION

115 

Fi
g

u
re

 3
.2

1.
 V

ie
w

s 
an

d
 V

is
ta

s:
 V

ie
w

 n
o

rt
h

ea
st

 f
ro

m
  S

w
o

rd
 S

u
rr

en
d

er
 S

it
e 

(O
SI

 p
ar

ce
l)

 (
O

C
LP

, 2
00

8)
.

Fi
g

u
re

 3
.2

1.
 V

ie
w

s 
an

d
 V

is
ta

s:
 V

ie
w

 n
o

rt
h

w
es

t 
al

o
n

g
 t

h
e 

in
te

rs
ec

ti
o

n
 o

f 
U

.S
. R

o
u

te
 4

 a
n

d
 S

ch
u

yl
er

 S
tr

ee
t 

(O
C

LP
, 2

00
8)

.



116

CULTURAL LANDSCAPE INVENTORY FOR SWORD SURRENDER SITE AND SETTING

Fi
g

u
re

  3
.2

3.
 V

ie
w

s 
an

d
 V

is
ta

s:
 V

ie
w

 e
as

t 
fr

o
m

 S
ch

u
yl

er
 S

tr
ee

t 
(O

C
LP

, 2
00

8)
.

Fi
g

u
re

 3
.2

4.
 V

ie
w

s 
an

d
 V

is
ta

s:
  V

ie
w

 e
as

t 
o

f 
Fl

o
o

d
p

la
in

  A
re

a 
an

d
 H

u
d

so
n

 R
iv

er
 (

O
C

LP
, 2

00
8)

.



                                                                                                                                                                                                                             ANALYSIS AND EVALUATION

117 

Fi
g

u
re

 3
.2

5.
 V

ie
w

s 
an

d
 V

is
ta

s:
 V

ie
w

 e
as

t 
o

f 
Fl

o
o

d
p

la
in

 A
re

a 
an

d
 a

g
ri

cu
lt

u
ra

l fi
 e

ld
s 

(O
C

LP
, 2

00
8)

Fi
g

u
re

 3
.2

6.
 V

ie
w

s 
an

d
 V

is
ta

s:
  V

ie
w

 w
es

t 
o

f 
Fl

o
o

d
p

la
in

 A
re

a 
fr

o
m

 H
u

d
so

n
 R

iv
er

 (
O

C
LP

, 2
00

8)



118

CULTURAL LANDSCAPE INVENTORY FOR SWORD SURRENDER SITE AND SETTING

Figure 3.29. Small-Scale Features: Wooden post (OCLP, June 

2008).

Figure 3.30. Small-Scale Features: Stone stairs along 

Schuyler Street (OCLP, March 2008).

Figure 3.27. Small-Scale Features: New York State Historical 

Marker, east side of U.S. Route 4. (OCLP, March 2008)

Figure 3.28. Small-Scale Features: Commemoration Marker, 

northeast corner of the Sword Surrender Site (OSI parcel. 

(OCLP, March 2008).
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LIST OF REPOSITORIES CONSULTED AND OUTCOMES 

BROOKSIDE MUSEUM 

Brookside Museum, home of the Saratoga County Historical Society provides 

numerous resources including an online searchable database.  Their collection 

contains over 20,000 items, including photographs, objects, manuscripts, and 

books.  The online database was useful in locating general scenes during the early 

twentieth century.  

NEW YORK STATE: ARCHIVES, STATE LIBRARY, AND MANUSCRIPT AND SPECIAL 

COLLECTIONS  

The New York State Archives, New York State Library, and New York State 

Manuscript and Special Collections share the same building in Albany.  New 

York State Archives provides a useful online database of images and historic 

maps. The New York State Library provides an online Digital Collection of 

current reports, books, and other documents.   

BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Allows access to numerous online databases of historic newspapers.  Historic 

Newspapers are available through America’s Historical Newspapers (1690-1922), 

Boston Globe (1872-1925), and New York Times (1851-2005).  Features cover-

to-cover fully text-searchable facsimile images of over 1,000 historical 

newspapers from all 50 states, enabling researchers to explore virtually every 

aspect of America during the 18th, 19th and early 20th centuries. 

BALLSTON SPA SARATOGA COUNTY HISTORIAN OFFICE 

Historian Krissy Saddlemire provided access to numerous resources including 

Agricultural Census, Federal Census, construction plans, atlas, photographs, and 

maps.  Located at the county clerks office, allowed easy access to additional 

resources upstairs in the clerks office. 

BALLSTON SPA, SARATOGA COUNTY CLERK OFFICE 

The County Clerk’s office has the entire collection of deed books, digitized from 

1790-2008.  Easy access to these records was useful in determining ownership of 

the OSI parcel up to the Schuyler Family in 1837.  
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NATIONAL ARCHIVES 

Inquired at the National Archives at College Park, Maryland for additional aerial 

photographs.  However at the time of inquiry no photographs were located. 

SARATOGA COUNTY FARM SERVICE 

The County Farm Service supplied aerial photographs from 1948, 1960, and 1968 

of our study area which are found in the list of figures.   

ADIRONDACK COMMUNITY COLLEGE, HILL COLLECTION, GLENS FALL 

The Hill collection claims to include a variety of sources, from the French and 

Indian War and American Revolution. However, these sources are available from 

other repositories and were not useful for this project.  The focus of their 

collection was focused on the Warren County.   

WARREN COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY, HUDSON VALLEY RAILWAY PAPERS 

Inquired about the collection pertaining to the Hudson Valley Railway papers, 

and was informed that it does not cover the region of Saratoga County.  A 

suggested source was the “History of the Hudson Valley Railroad” by David 

Nestle. 
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APPENDIX D: FIRST AND SECOND HAND ACCOUNTS
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APPENDIX E: ARTIST INTERPRETATIONS OF SURRENDER CEREMONY

(Above)Surrender of Burgoyne 

c.1856 (From NYPL Digital 

Collection, ID 808655)

(Below) Saratogae, published in 

the Life of Edward Livingston 

1881, NYPL Call Number MEZP

Digital ID: 432565.
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(Above) Burgoyne’s Surrender (NYPL Digital Collection ID 808638 From Albany Evening Journal -- 1886)

Figure: The Surrender of Burgoyne’s army at Saratoga Octre.17,1777 (NYPL Digital Image ID: 422804).
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APPENDIX E: ARTIST INTERPRETATIONS OF SURRENDER CEREMONY

(Above) Titled “The surrender of Burgoyne (From Hezekiah Butterworth’s “Brother Jonathan.” 1903).

(From NYPL Digital Image ID: 1164460)
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NYPL by Glens Falls Insurance Co. 1901) NYPL Call Number: PC AME-1777

Surrender of Burgoyne, Digitial ID 1164452 (From Historical and Public Figures: A General Portrait File to the 1920s New York Public 

Library c. 1920) .
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