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Introduction

At the request of the Eastern Regional Office of The Nature Conservancy, I visited the Martin Van Buren
National Historic Site (Lindenwald) (Town of Kinderhook, Columbia County, New York; U.S. Geological
Survey Stottville 7.5 minute topographic map sheet; see attached maps). The purpose was to determine if
any habitats onsite should be surveyed for rare animals "tracked” (i.e. listed) by the New York Natural
Heritage Program. A 1996 inquiry to NHP revealed no file data on rare animals for the site or its vicinity.

I was at van Buren NHS and adjoining properties ca 1300-1545 h EST, 18 December 1996, reconnoitering
habitats and consulting briefly with National Park Service staff. The weather was cloudy, cool, and calm,
and the ground was quite wet.

Observations

The Martin Van Buren National Historic Site comprises ornamental grounds (e.g. lawns, plantings), young
deciduous woods, and farmland (20 acres in fee simple and 20 acres in easements). Robinia pseudoacacia
and Prunus serotina are prominent in the two woodlots. There is a near-permanent, disturbed-looking, ca 8
x 30 m pond that is connected beneath the site driveway to a larger farm pond offsite on the south. I noted
Lythrum salicaria, Lemna minor, and Salix trees at the on-site pond. Extensive farmland adjoins portions
of the NHS. Kinderhook Creek is off-site to the west.

The Martin Van Buren Nature Area is a Columbia County park, managed by Friends of Lindenwald, on
the east side of Route 9 northeast of the NHS. The Nature Area is mostly deciduous woods and swamp, .
with a "seasonal” stream. Young and maturing woods have Acer saccharum, Quercus-spp., etc., with
scattered trees reaching 40-60 cm dbh. The wetland (16 acres?) has Alnus and other tall shrubs and small
trees, but herbaceous openings are apparently small. The stream is ca 1.5-2 m across and is not rocky.
There is an unusual stone wall running approximately north-south in the eastern portion of the Nature
Area, with individual large rocks in a single tier ca 50 cm high, many of the rocks apparently a carbonate
breccia.

The habitats I saw at the Martin Van Buren National Historic Site had little if any potential for rare
animals. Of interest, nonetheless, are nursery colonies of little brown bats between the closed wooden
shutters and glass windows of the big house, reported by National Park Service staff. The bats are visible
through the windows from inside the house in summer, and the staff takes advantage of this unusual
opportunity to educate visitors about bats. There are also big brown bats present, and possibly other
species, according to Judy Harris of the National Park Service.

The Nature Area contains a lot of suitable breeding habitat for American woodcock and American
goldfinch. I do not believe the forest and swamp are extensive enough or have enough tree basal area to
attract breeding red-shouldered hawk. Wood turtle, spotted turtle, blue-spotted salamander and four-toed
salamander are possible in the swamp.

Table 1. Summary of possible rare elements, Martin Van Buren National Historic Site (see text for Martin
Van Buren Nature Area).

Element Comments ' Recommendation
Bats Nursery colony of little brown bat in Ask bat expert about likelihood
, main house; rare species not likely? of rare species




Recommendations

It might be worthwhile for a bat expert to visit the big house during the appropriate season. Chances of
tracked bat species occurring in the house, however, seem slight.

It is not clear whether the Nature Conservancy is interested in having surveys conducted at the Nature
Area because it is not a National Park Service property. The Alan Devoe Bird Club might be contacted for
any records of rare birds there. If any survey work is to be conducted, I would recommend a reptile and
amphibian survey in spring (e.g. March to May or June).

Contact

Judy Harris
Martin Van Buren National Historic Site
518-758-9689
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. Official Map and Guide

The Lindanwaid estale, shown here in Richard Upjohn s sarly 1850s watercolor, was Martin Van Buren's home for the final 21 years of hix lite.
Avery Arcni s F \ ‘

“Ex-President Van
Buren returned to the
plsce of his nativity on
Saturday lasi. . . after
the lapse of a Jong
sories of yoors, spent
in tha service of hiz
country, he has re-
turned to the home of

- his youth, probably 1o
spend the avening of
his days among thoss

ha have long appreci-

led the splendor of his

penius and 2dmired his

vifuss.”

wwtertack Sentmel, May 1841

The recipient of the Sentinel’s llorid praise
did indeed spend the rest of his days in
close proximity to the small New York vil-
lage he always caonsidered home. Martin
Van Buren was born in Kinderhook in 1782,
soon after a fragile union of states success-
fully ended its fight for independenca. His
parents kept a tavern and. like their Dulch
predecessors of 150 years, made a moder-
ate living farming in the Hudson Valley.
Young Martin, possessed of a fine mind and
a strong ambition, embarked on a legal ca-

reer at 14 with an apprenticeship to a local *

attorney. In 1804 he joined his hall-brother's
law practice in their home town. Three years
later Van Buren married a distant relative
and childhood sweetheart, Hannah Hoes.
Meanwhile. he was becoming known as more
than a country lawyer. His first appointed
post, as a county official, set him on an
upward course that ied to the highest office
in the state—and, eventually, the nation.

Early 18th century politics was a whirlwind
of boistarous characters and opposing inter-
est groups where a new party system was
taking shape. Van Buren artluily positioned
himsell in the eye of the storm, persistentty
advocating the principles of the Jeffersonian
Republicans: stales’ rights, strict constitu-
tional construction. civil liberties. His efforts,
along with those of like-minded politicians,

brought about an alliance of the “pianters of
the South and the plain people of the North,”
the Democratic party. During the adminis-
tration of the new party's first President. the
enormously popuiar Andrew Jackson. Van
Buren was Old Hickory's top advisor. As
eighth President—tne first born under the
U.S. flag—Martin Van Buren continued the
era of Jacksonian Democracy.

Not until his defeat for the presidency in
1848 did Van Buren give up public life.
The 1850 census listed his occupation as
“farmer.” Once settled at Lindenwald, he re-
sisted all attempts to lure him back into poli-
tics. In 1862 Martin Van Buren succumbed
to his "old enemy,” bronchial asthma. He
was buried in Kinderhook. where in life he
had always known a beloved home.

A watercolor-on-ivory
miniatura of the ax-

jent patnted “from
life” was Albany sriist
Danlal Wagner's 1848
contribution to Van
Buren portraiture.
Michael Fredences.




Just south of Kinderhook. on land that once
belonged o his ancestors, stood a dwelling
that Martin Van Buren thought would make
a fine home in which lo live out his post-
\White House years. The large, two-story red
brick house had been built by wealthy judge
Peter Van Ness using local materials and
following a simple square plan, which em-
phasized a Palladian window illuminating
the second story haltway. The Georgian style
carried over to the inside as well; pilasters
and entabiatures framed six-pane! molded
doars, and finely carved cornices edged the

Architect Richard Up-
john’s slaborata mod-
iications included a

new front porch con- styles.

meiding of the Roman-
esque and Gothle
Michsed Fradencs

ceilings. Adorning the entrance was a silver-
plated doorknocker inscribed with “1797."
the year the house was completed.

William Van Ness, Van Buren's lifelong friend
and former employer, inherited the house
fram his father but fost it to creditors in
1824. Filtean years later. though neglect
had renderad the building and grounds
rather unattracliva to 8 man wha took pride
in.elagant_surroundings,- Van Buren paid
owner William Paulding, Jr., $14,000 for the
estate. Even belare he moved in perma-
nently Van Buren was anxious lo begin what
he called “improvements.” In accordance
with his heritage he set about making his
piece of the Hudson Valley into a working
farm. Scon the place came back to life; by

Van Buren commis-
sionad

painted
- minlature of his wite,
Hannah, thortly after
she died in 1819. He
; alded

1845 he couid gaze proudly on more than
220 acres of cropland, as well as formal
tlower gardens, ornamental fish ponds.
wooded paths, and outbuildings of all kinds.

Primarily concerned with the grounds, Van
Buren also lavished attention on his new
house. His most elaborate modification in-
volved removing the central stairway in the
entrance hall lo create large rooms on both
stories. Fifty-one vividly colored wallpaper
panels, imported from France, formed a
murai-like hunting scene in the downstairs
hail. Underneath was a wallpaper balustrade
design. Elsewhere he placed fine furniture
and Brussels carpets. and hung portraits of
some personal friends—Thomas Jefferson,
Henry Clay, and Andrew Jackson. Van Buren
described one “improvement” to a friend in
1846: “When you visil me again you shall
wash off the impurities of Mammon in the
Bath which has been put up.” Lindenwald
was a source of great salisfaction to its owner.

“We are to undergo a great Revolution here,”
Van Buren wrote in 1849. Because his son
Smith agreed to move in and help manage
the eslate, Van Buren gave him license to
make alterations in order to accommodate his
froasmrasts e
Yan Buren I3 balleved

Ing Lindenwald's new
furmnishings In 1841,
Michae! Fraderchs |

growing family. Smith sought out Richard
Upjohn, whom Van Buren referred to as the
“great architectural oracle.” The new plan
called for kitchen ranges, running water, a
{urnace, and many additional rocoms. But it
was the decoralive features—a four-story
brick tower, a central gable. attic dormers,
and “as beautifut a Porch as you ever laid
your eyes upon”—that transported Linden-
wald from tha 181h to the mid-139th century,
an era when fashionable builders modelad
their works atter the grand villas of northermn
Italy. Finally, Lindenwald was painted yel-
low. The indulgent father explained that

MNever one to spare ex- French

pense when it cams to wailpaper that formed

docoraling Lindenwaid u scory onlliled "Land-

ala modo, Ven Buren scape of the Hunt.”
Fredencks

which my heir would be sure to make after |
am gone, amuses me.”

The next decade brought few alterations to
Lindenwald. Van Buren lived happily at his
country seatuntil his death in 1862. Afterward.
the house changed hands many times. Qver
the next century or so it served as a private
residence. a tea house, a nursing home, and
an antiques shop. The property became part
of the National Park Service in the 1870s.
Restored to the era of Van Buren’s occupancy,
the mansion and grounds recall the time when
this gentleman farmer “drank the pure plea-
sure of a rural life” at his Lindenwald. -

This paints inshav-
Ing stend, wi re-
mained at tha eatals

aftesis to Van Buren's
widely-heid reputation
for immaculale
grooming.

“the idea of seeing in life, the changes
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Welcome to the Martin Van Buren Nature Area! This park area is a diverse
natural and recreational resource. Please observe the following rules while
you enjoy this area:

* Take out what you have brought into the park. Remove all trash.

* Only charcoal fires are permitted in the park. Campfires are
forbidden, please do not use wood from the park to start charcoal
fires. |

* Please stay on the trails; avoid creating new paths or using those that
have been closed or rerouted.

* Do not feed any animals or birds.
* Camping by individuals is not permitted.
* Hunting, trapping or fishing is prohibited.

* Trail bikes are permitted but please ride safely and be respectful of
hikers.

* Restrooms, water and information are available at the Gatehouse at
Martin Van Buren National Historic Site, across route 9H.

* Report all damage or safety hazards to a Park Ranger.
As befits a diverse natural area, the Martin Van Buren Nature Area is a
cooperative effort made possible by a number of organizations and park
agencies. The park is owned by Columbia County. It is administered and
overall management is provided by The Friends of Lindenwald. The trail
system and the interpretive trail guide were developed by the 4H Club Nature
Nuts. Technical support, publications and programming are provided by

Martin Van Buren National Historic Site. If you have questions or

suggestions, or if you would like to help maintain the park please call
518/758-9689.




