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Table 1. Overview of potentially problematic plants found in Wilson’s Creek National Battlefield. The first 35 species include no obvious data quality deficiencies. 
Ecological impact and general management difficulty based on NatureServe I-Rank subranks (Morse et al. 2004). Subranks are given as high (H), medium (M), 
low (L), insignificant (I), unknown (U), a range of ranks (indicated by /), or not available (--). 

Scientific Name Common Name Watch List 
2006  

Park-wide 
acres 

2013  
Park-wide 

acres 

2006 
Frequency  

2013 Frequency 
(Difference 2006-

2013) 

Ecological 
Impact 

Management 
Difficulty 

Lespedeza cuneata Sericea lespedeza Park Established 95.2-1670.4 10.4-165.5 44.7 39.1 (-5.6) ML ML 

Bromus racemosus Bald brome Park Established 38.3-747.5 49.0-646.4 34.0 66.0 (32.0) - - 

Maclura pomifera Osage orange Park Established 33.1-580.3 15.0-209.8 32.5 34.5 (2.0) ML L 

Lonicera japonica Japanese honeysuckle Park Established 10.5-150.5 9.0-134.5 37.6 52.3 (14.7) M HM 

Bromus inermis Smooth brome Park Established 8.9-170.0 15.7-282.9 4.1 14.2 (10.1) M ML 

Rosa multiflora Multiflora rose Park Established 5.3-65.8 25.4-409.5 48.2 56.9 (8.7) L L 

Lonicera maackii Amur honeysuckle Park Established 4.1-82.5 0.1-2.2 1.0 4.1 (3.1) HM M 

Rhus glabra Smooth sumac Park Established 1.6-23.3 5.5-52.2 22.8 16.8 (-6.0) - - 

Carduus nutans Nodding plumeless thistle Park Established 0.2-1.7 0.7-16.1 2.0 27.9 (25.9) MI HM 

Sorghum halepense Johnsongrass Park Established 0.1-3.3 0.5-11.7 5.1 9.1 (4.0) ML HM 

Bromus sterilis Poverty brome Park Established 0.1-4.0 23.1-392.3 11.2 39.6 (28.4) ML U 

Elaeagnus umbellata Autumn olive Park Established 0.1-2.5 0.1-2.3 3.6 3.6 (0) H L 

Verbascum thapsus Common mullein Park Established 0.06-2.7 0.2-5.8 15.7 20.8 (5.1) ML L 

Morus alba White mulberry Park Established 0.06-1.5 0.0-0.0 4.6 0.0 (-4.6) ML ML 

Securigera varia Crownvetch Park Established 0.05-1.3 4.3-87.3 2.0 6.1 (4.1) H L 

Ailanthus altissima Tree-of-heaven Park Established 0.05-1.2 0.04-0.8 2.0 0.5 (-1.5) ML ML 

Melilotus officinalis Sweetclover Park Established 0.04-1.7 0.05-1.2 9.1 3.6 (-5.5) M M 

Euonymus alatus Burningbush Park Established 0.02-0.7 0.0-0.0 3.6 0 (-3.6) LI L 

Euonymus fortunei Winter creeper Park Established 0.02-0.6 0.08-2.5 6.6 7.1 (0.5) M LI 

Celastrus orbiculatus Oriental bittersweet Park Established 0.2-0.7 0.4-5.6 2.0 5.1 (3.1) ML M 

Cirsium vulgare Bull thistle Park Established 0.01-0.5 0 1.5 0.0 (-1.5) ML ML 

Humulus japonicus Japanese hop Park Established 0.009-0.3 0.05-1.1 1.5 1.5 (0) - - 

Ligustrum vulgare Common privet Park Established 0.009-0.34 0 1.5 0 (-1.5) HL HM 

Vinca minor Common periwinkle Park Established 0.009-0.3 0.2-1.6 1.0 0.5 (-0.5) I U 

Bromus tectorum Cheatgrass Park Established 0.005-0.2 0.8-14.3 1.0 6.6 (5.6) H HM 

 
 



Table 1 (cont.). Overview of potentially problematic plants found in Wilson’s Creek National Battlefield. The first 35 species include no obvious data quality deficiencies. 
Ecological impact and general management difficulty based on NatureServe I-Rank subranks (Morse et al. 2004). Subranks are given as high (H), medium (M), low (L), 
insignificant (I), unknown (U), a range of ranks (indicated by /), or not available (--). 

 

Scientific Name Common Name Watch List 
2006  

Park-wide 
acres 

2013  
Park-wide 

acres 

2006 
Frequency  

2013 Frequency 
(Difference 2006-

2013) 

Ecological 
Impact 

Management 
Difficulty 

Dipsacus fullonum Fuller’s teasel Park Established 0.005-0.18 0 1.0 0 (-1.0) L ML 

Arctium minus Lesser burdock Park Established 0.0004-0.01 0.0004-0.01 0.5 0.5 (0) LI MI 

Dioscorea oppositifolia Chinese yam Park Established 0.0004-0.01 0 0.5 0 (-0.5) ML MI 

Miscanthus sinensis Chinese silvergrass Park Established 0.0004-0.01 0 0.5 0 (-0.5) ML HL 

Potentilla recta Sulphur cinquefoil Park Established 0.0004-0.01 0 0.5 0 (-0.5) HL ML 

Alliaria petiolata Garlic mustard Early Detection 0 0.004-0.2 0 0.5 (0.5) ML M 

Dipsacus laciniatus Cut-leaf teasel Early Detection 0 0.005-0.2 0 1.5 (1.5) L ML 

Hesperis matronalis Dame’s rocket Park Established 0 0.004-0.2 0 0.5 (0.5) MI HL 

Ligustrum sinense Chinese privet Early Detection 0 0.05-1.1 0 1.5 (1.5) M L 

Phalaris arundinacea Reed canarygrass Park Established 0 0.005-0.2 0 1.0 (1.0) H HM 

Ulmus pumila Siberiam elm Park Established 0 0.06-1.5 0 2.5 (2.5) ML ML 

Species affected by taxonomic and detection issues 

Bromus sterilis Poverty brome Park Established 0.1-4.0 23.1-392.3 11.2 39.6 (28.4) ML U 

Torilis japonica Japanese hedgeparsley Park Established 0.6-9.2 0.008-0.3 22.3 1.0 (-21.3) - - 

Torilis arvensis Spreading hedgeparsley Park Established 0 6.2-117.3 0 47.4 (47.4) - - 

Lolium spp. Fescue Park Established 9.0-96.3 0 20.8 0 (-20.8) - - 

Schedonorus phoenix Tall fescue Park Established 0 44.0-785.7 0 44.7 (44.7) M HM 

Poa spp Bluegrass Park Established 0.1-3.1 0 4.1 0 (-4.1) - - 

Poa pratensis Kentucky bluegrass Park Established 0 10.6-172.9 0 22.3 (22.3) M ML 

Poa compressa Canada bluegrass Park Established 0.009-0.3 0 1.0 0 (-1.0) ML HL 

Species included only in 2013 watch lists 

Juniperus virginiana Eastern redcedar Native 0 34.5-543.4 0 48.2 (-) [Native] [Native] 

Rhus copallinum Winged sumac Native 0 15.3-199.4 0 31.5 (-) [Native] [Native] 

Daucus carota Queen Anne’s lace Park Established 0 2.8-30.5 0 18.3 (-) I I 

Sonchus arvensis Field sowthistle Early Detection 0 0.01-0.4 0 2.5 (-) LI HL 

Hypericum perforatum, Common St. Johnswort Park Established 0 0.004-0.01 0 0.5 ML M 

 



Table 2. Overview of potentially problematic plants found in Wilson’s Creek National Battlefield and organized as to the action that is currently occurring or needed 
to manage these species. Ecological impact and general management difficulty based on NatureServe I-Rank subranks (Morse et al. 2004). Subranks are given 
as high (H), medium (M), low (L), insignificant (I), unknown (U), a range of ranks (indicated by /), or not available (--). 

Scientific Name Common Name Watch List 
2006  

Park-wide 
acres 

2013  
Park-wide 

acres 

2006 
Frequency 

2013 Frequency 
(Difference 
2006-2013) 

Ecological 
Impact 

Management 
Difficulty 

Species under management 

Lespedeza cuneata Sericea lespedeza Park Established 95.2-1670.4 10.4-165.5 44.7 39.1 ( ML ML 

Rhus glabra Smooth sumac Park Established 1.6-23.3 5.5-52.2 22.8 16.8 - - 

Carduus nutans Nodding plumeless thistle Park Established 0.2-1.7 0.7-16.1 2.0 27.9 MI HM 

Sorghum halepense Johnsongrass Park Established 0.1-3.3 0.5-11.7 5.1 9.1 ML HM 

Ailanthus altissima Tree-of-heaven Park Established 0.05-1.2 0.04-0.8 2.0 0.5 ML ML 

Securigera varia Crownvetch Park Established 0.05-1.3 4.3-87.3 2.0 6.1 H L 

Melilotus officinalis Sweetclover Park Established 0.04-1.7 0.05-1.2 9.1 3.6 M M 

Cirsium vulgare Bull thistle Park Established 0.01-0.5 0 1.5 0.0 ML ML 

Juniperus virginiana Eastern redcedar Native 0 34.5-543.4 0 48.2 [Native] [Native] 

Rhus copallinum Winged sumac Native 0 15.3-199.4 0 31.5 [Native] [Native] 

Species warranting further management consideration based on invasive potential 

Lonicera maackii Amur honeysuckle Park Established 4.1-82.5 0.1-2.2 1.0 4.1 HM M 

Elaeagnus umbellata Autumn olive Park Established 0.1-2.5 0.1-2.3 3.6 3.6 H L 

Ligustrum vulgare Common privet Park Established 0.009-0.34 0 1.5 0 HL HM 

Alliaria petiolata Garlic mustard Early Detection 0 0.004-0.2 0 0.5 ML M 

Phalaris arundinacea Reed canarygrass Park Established 0 0.005-0.2 0 1.0 H HM 

Ligustrum sinense Chinese privet Early Detection 0 0.05-1.1 0 1.5 M L 

Cool-season grasses requiring further evaluation of control options 

Bromus racemosus Bald brome Park Established 38.3-747.5 49.0-646.4 34.0 66.0 - - 

Lolium spp. Fescue Park Established 9.0-96.3 0 20.8 0 - - 

Bromus inermis Smooth brome Park Established 8.9-170.0 15.7-282.9 4.1 14.2 M ML 

Bromus sterilis Poverty brome Park Established 0.1-4.0 23.1-392.3 11.2 39.6 ML U 

Poa spp Bluegrass Park Established 0.1-3.1 0 4.1 0 - - 

Bromus tectorum Cheatgrass Park Established 0.005-0.2 0.8-14.3 1.0 6.6 H HM 

Poa compressa Canada bluegrass Park Established 0.009-0.3 0 1.0 0 ML HL 



Table 2 (cont.). Overview of potentially problematic plants found in Wilson’s Creek National Battlefield and organized as to the action that is currently occurring or 
needed to manage these species. Ecological impact and general management difficulty based on NatureServe I-Rank subranks (Morse et al. 2004). Subranks are given 
as high (H), medium (M), low (L), insignificant (I), unknown (U), a range of ranks (indicated by /), or not available (--). 

Scientific Name Common Name Watch List 
2006 

Park-wide 
acres 

2013  
Park-wide 

acres 

2006 
Frequency 

2013 Frequency 
(Difference 
2006-2013) 

Ecological 
Impact 

Management 
Difficulty 

Schedonorus phoenix Tall fescue Park Established 0 44.0-785.7 0 44.7 M HM 

Poa pratensis Kentucky bluegrass Park Established 0 10.6-172.9 0 22.3 M ML 

Woodland species requiring further evaluation of control options 

Maclura pomifera Osage orange Park Established 33.1-580.3 15.0-209.8 32.5 34.5 ML L 

Lonicera japonica Japanese honeysuckle Park Established 10.5-150.5 9.0-134.5 37.6 52.3 M HM 

Rosa multiflora Multiflora rose Park Established 5.3-65.8 25.4-409.5 48.2 56.9 L L 

Dioscorea oppositifolia Chinese yam Park Established 0.0004-0.01 0 0.5 0 ML MI 

Grassland and edge species requiring further evaluation of control options 

Torilis japonica Japanese hedgeparsley Park Established 0.6-9.2 0.008-0.3 22.3 1.0 - - 

Dipsacus fullonum Fuller’s teasel Park Established 0.005-0.18 0 1.0 0 L ML 

Potentilla recta Sulphur cinquefoil Park Established 0.0004-0.01 0 0.5 0 HL ML 

Miscanthus sinensis Chinese silvergrass Park Established 0.0004-0.01 0 0.5 0 ML HL 

Dipsacus laciniatus Cut-leaf teasel Early Detection 0 0.005-0.2 0 1.5 L ML 

Hesperis matronalis Dame’s rocket Park Established 0 0.004-0.2 0 0.5 MI HL 

Torilis arvensis Spreading hedgeparsley Park Established 0 6.2-117.3 0 47.4 - - 

Species not requiring management attention 

Celastrus orbiculatus Oriental bittersweet Park Established 0.2-0.7 0.4-5.6 2.0 5.1 ML M 

Verbascum thapsus Common mullein Park Established 0.06-2.7 0.2-5.8 15.7 20.8 ML L 

Morus alba White mulberry Park Established 0.06-1.5 0.0-0.0 4.6 0.0 ML ML 

Euonymus alatus Burningbush Park Established 0.02-0.7 0.0-0.0 3.6 0 LI L 

Euonymus fortunei Winter creeper Park Established 0.02-0.6 0.08-2.5 6.6 7.1 M LI 

Vinca minor Common periwinkle Park Established 0.009-0.3 0.2-1.6 1.0 0.5 I U 

Arctium minus Lesser burdock Park Established 0.0004-0.01 0.0004-0.01 0.5 0.5 LI MI 

Ulmus pumila Siberiam elm Park Established 0 0.06-1.5 0 2.5 ML ML 

Daucus carota Queen Anne’s lace Park Established 0 2.8-30.5 0 18.3 I I 

Sonchus arvensis Field sowthistle Early Detection 0 0.01-0.4 0 2.5 LI HL 

Hypericum perforatum, Common St. Johnswort Park Established 0 0.004-0.01 0 0.5 ML M 
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