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REPORT 

OF THE 

ACTING SUPERINTENDENT OF SEQUOIA AND 
GENERAL GRANT NATIONAL PARKS. 

OFFICE OF AC'I'ING SUPERINTENDENT 
SEQUOIA AND GENERAL GRANT NA'l'IONAL PARKS, 

Camp at l'fTeisha,t"s ~jl{ilt, Cal., .il ugnst 31, 1897. 
SIR: I have the hOllor to submit herewith my annual report of duty 

performed in these parks during the current year. 
The park guard, consisting of 'rroop "C," FOlU'th Cavalry, arrived at 

Three Rivers, Cal., on June 10, establishing a temporary camp at Red 
Hill, w~ich it occupied until July1, when the ueadquarters were removed 
to the preRent camp. Camps of outlyiug detachments were established 
as follows: At General Grant N atioual Park, one noncommissioned 
officer and two privates, on June :!3; at Halstead :Meadows, one non­
commissioned officer a,nd seven privates, on July 2, and at Hockett 
Meadow, one non commissioned officer and four privates, on July 16. 
III addition, a small detachment has been kept at Red Hill for purposes 
of transmitting the mail and guarding stores. These detachments 
have been visited by various patrols from the main camp, and have 
kept up a daily patrol of bot h parks, two small patrols leaving each 
camp daily. 

F rom the date of rendering my report last year until the guard was 
removed, about November 1, no trespass occurred within the limi ts of 
the parks. The guards were withdrawn from the higher altitudes 
about October 25, the season being perhaps peculiarly favorable for 
such a long stay. A heavy fall of snow t wo or three days after pre­
vented the furtber grazing of sheep within the park limits, and the fact 
that sheep had been withdrawntrom the immecliate vicinity of tue park 
boundaries had beell already ascertained before the withdrawal of the 
outlying detachments. 

One forest fire of considerable magnitude occurred between the East 
and Middle forks of the Kaweah about the middle of September. This 
fire originated in the forest reserve, and was carried by a westerly wind X 
within the park limits. It was gotten under control by a, detachment 
sent out for the purpose, after several days' hard labor, but required 
about a week's watching to prevent further spreading. This fire, occur-

"ring at a season when there are few thunderstorms, was probably 
caused by the carelessness of sheep men or hunters. Several hundred 
acres were burned over but, in my judgment, no serious damage was 
dOlle. ' 
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4 SEQUOIA MiD GENERAL GRANT NATIONAL PARKS. 

With one exception, tbe parl, s showed llO signs of llavillg been visited 
during tIle absence of the troops UPOll my arrival this spring. The 
exception noted is that of certaill parties who cut up two fallen redwood 
trees in the tract just north of t he Atwell estate. .A. full report of the 
circumstances of this case 1\as been relldered, and the whole matter still 
rests in statu, Q1W pending' the action of the Secretary. 

I have positi\7e knowledge of one case of trapping withiu the park 
limits during the absence of tbe t.roops, alld have uo doubt tbat it is 
not the oUlyone. Hllllting and trapping cau not be prevAnted by !Ii 
t emporary guard, as tbe most favorable time for their pnrsllit is during 
tbe winter mouths, while tbe troops are abseu t. The small size of the 
parks is also a hindrance to their prevention while the troops are pres· 
ent, as it is impossible to gnard tbe entire lines except by visiting 
patrols, and it is quite simple to slip in amI do a few hours' bunting 
wbile tbe patrols a.re absent. 

Duriug the present season I have but few cases of trespass to report. 
A small, scattered uand of sbeep withont a herder made its way 
across the sOllthern boundary and was driven out; also a few hunters 
have been discovered and ~jected. The ma,jorityof vi.sitors are per· 
fectly willing to abide by regulations, but there al'e ('Xceptiolls, and it is 
difficult to persuade those who are inuocent of trespass to give infoI" 
mation against those who are not. It is needless to repeat the recom· 
mendatiou, made so frequently ill previous reports, that efficient laws 
be enacted for the punishment of trespass in these lands. 

PARK BOUNDARIES. 

The boundaries of the Sequoia Park should be thoroughly and 
properly marked. The character of the country is such that it is with 
the utmost labor that the present blazes or monuments can be found, 
even when furnished with the field notes of the origiual survey, the 
country being always precipitous and, if not composed of bare rock, 
covered with snow·brush, aud fallen timber. 

v If the General Grant Park is retained in its present size and status, 
the recommendations heretofore made regarding the construction of !Ii 

fence around it should receive proper consideration. Tbis tract of land, 
only two miles square, is constalltlyoverrun by small bands of stray 
stock. The small size of tile park precludes the possibility of driv­
ing these animals far enough way to insure their not returning, and the 
patrols have no other way of disposing of them. . 

The flonrishing conditiou of the vegetation within the parks, contrasted 
with that of the forest reserve rouud about them, adds emphasis to 
the recommendations heretofore made-either to enlarge the parks or 
to place the forest reserve under park rules. 

The direction boards placed last year at intersections of trails, etc., 
being somewhat temporary in character, are in process of being 
replaced by others, neatly p::tinted and uniform in size and lettering, 
intended to be more permanent. About fifty have already been placed 
in the southern portion of the Sequoia Park, giving full information 
as to the trails at each fork. Others are being prepared, and it is hoped 
that the northern portion and the General Grant Park will be fully 
supplied before the troop is withdrawn. Large and neatly made J1all1~ 
plates for the General Grant and the General Sherman, the most impor· 
tant trees in the two groves, have been prepared to replace those no,," 
on the trees, which are ha.rdly in keeping with the dignity of the trees 
and of the names they bear. 
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'I'RAILS AND ROADS. 

No systematic work for th e improveJ1Jeut of old trails or building of 
new olles has beeu clolle this year. This labor cau not be done under 
the present system unless the guard is increased in strength, as a siu gle 
troop of cavalry is fully occupied uy its patrol duties. A wagou road 
should be constrncted from the Mineral lung road to RockettMeadow, 
thus opeuillg up fLll the beautiful so uthern portion of t he Sequoia Park 
to summer visitors. This call be built over the .line of the Tar Gap 
trail at tritling expense. The title of the Oolony Mill road, it havillg 
been abandoned by its builders for so many years, aud being for the 
most part on Governmellt laud, should be acq uired by the Government, 
and the road r epaired aud extended to the Giant Forest. This would 
be an expensive matter, but not too much ~o wheu the beauty of t he 
couutry alld the magniticence of the Giant Forest are taken into con­
sideration. This grove, generally conceded to be t.he tin est in the worid, 
and the exclusi ve property of the Govemmeut, is practically inaccessible 
to visitors. It is tile most valuable portion of the park, and by judi­
cious selection might per'haps be partially cleared to its OWL! betterment 
at sufficient profit to pay for this expenditme. At a ll events there 
should be sufficiellt priue in its ownership to warrant the expense of its 
exhibition. 

GAME AND FISH. 

The g~me within tile Sequoia Park appears to be more abundant than 
last year. Attention is invited to a previons paragraph in this report 
relative to the prevention of hunting, and also to the following remarks 
of the acting superintendent in his report for 1893, uuder the heading 
of "Extension of the park," to wit: 

I learn from t h e l"3port of the superin tendent of the Yellowstone National Park 
that on the 14th of April, 1891, the limits of that park w ere enlarged by order of the 
Presi.lent b y adding th ereto a portion of a timber re~ene previonsly set apa rt by 
the President nnller the t imber-culture laws. There is no donht that this can ad vau­
·tageonsly be done in the case of the Sequoia Nntionall'al'k, und that the limits can 
thns be enlarged without materially interfering with the interests of any class of 
citir.ens, save sheepmen a.nll cattlemen, who are mnking use of Goverument lands. 
The present park is too small to well perform the functions of a game reserve, s ince 
the cold weather forces the deer from the high altitudes within the park to the low 
foothills olltside the park, wher" they are hnnted assiduou sly. Bt-sides, it is too 
small, au urea 24 miles by 9 being scarcely sufficieut for the IJlIl'pose. By t akiug in 
a portion of t he forest reserve east of the Sequoia ancl Gen era l Grant nation::t! p fLrks 
there would b e iucluded (L country devoid of inhabitants or settlements, wit,hout 
rO(L,ls, but naturally suited for a game r eserve. It would in clude and preserve the 
sources of the Kern HiveI', a st ream whi ch is milch depend ed on for irrigation. It 
would reclaim from the sheepmen :tn area now almost impassable to the traveler, 
to such au extent is every living thing eaten off t,h e face of the earth 'Lnd tmmpled 
under foot by the hundreds of thousands of 'sheep which every year roam over th at 
territory. (I amJ;old tha~ t his year the ravages of the sh eep have b een extraordi­
nary, and people "isiting the Kel'll River to jish haye to depart hurriedly to prevent 
their horses from dying of hunger. ) This ext ension of the p'1rk would in clude what 
is pel'ha.ps t h e filles t fishing ground of America, 01' of th e world-the Kern lakes and 
the npper waters of the Kern River. It would inclnde some very })icturesq ne country, 
notnblyabout Motmt ''''hitney, ,lllel mu ch country in whi ch, by reason of its com­
paratively low altitnde, deer ca n win ter. 

By mak ing this exten~ion, the Seqnoia Park will becom e ab out equal in area to 
the Yosemite. 1 inclose a blue print showing t h e proposed elllargemen t . Beginning 
at the northwe .. t comer of Gr a.nt Park, I w oulcl:>rop08e tha t the line run due east to 
tho eastern houlldury of the foreRt reserve; t henre south along th e boundary of th e 
forest reserve to the point where the southern line of the pal'k prolonged intersects 
that bonndal:y; thence due west along the so uthern line of the park prolonged to 
the southwest comer of the parI;; thence northwest. along tbe western boundary of 
the forest r eserve to the south west cornel' of Gran to Park; then ce north along t he 
west lines of Grant Park to th e point of starting. 

I , 



6 SEQUOlA AND GgNgRAL GRANT NATIO:'I"AL PARKS. 

This extension would i nclude Grant Park and tbe ~lonnt ~WLituey military resel'\'a· 
tion, a r esen 'ation which I uelie\'e Las not yet been thrown open to o(:cnpancy by 
settlers. A few years of exclusion of sheep and cattle woulll make t his ,~ grand 
uaturn.llishing a nd hunting reMort, the sonrce of health and pl easnre to g reat num· 
bel'S of citizens. 

The extension therein suggested would act as a better game la w than 
that of the State of Oalifornia. 

The trout streams withill the park are excellent and well stocked in 
..j the southf'l'll portion. 'fhe northel'll part is still practically devoid of 

fish. Some goldeu trout were plallted iu the Marble Fork last year, 
with what success is not yet kllown, a nd I ex pect, later in the season, 
to cooperate with Mr. S. L. N. Ellis, of Visalia, au active member of the 
Visalia Sportsman's Club: in the furtherallce of this matter. The diffi, 
culty of transporting partly or fully grown fish is great, and little time 
or transportation has been available for the purpose. 

FIRES. 

There has been no tore:;t fire within park limits up to the preseut. I 
have, however, had tIle satisfaction of seeing a fire within an honr after 
it was started, undoubtedly by lightnin g. This occurred withiu t be 
week, a few miles sontI) of my camp, a nd inclines me to believe that t be 
much,abused sbeep herder is not pe1'1Iaps as black as be is painted. I 
am satisfied, however, that the m~j or ity of fi res in the Sierras are the 
result of careless lless or inten t . 

CA1IPS. 

The camp in the foothill s this year was, as last, on private land. 'r il e 
troop occupied i t for t hree weeks, altlJough it was unnecessary except 
for the cOl lsideratioH of its supplies-a mdtter which was not my fa ult 
and could and should have been avoided . It may be necessary to camp 
in t1l6 vicinity of 1'll1'ee Rivers for a week 01' two in the sprin g. This 
camp must be on private lalld, nnd t1le I nterior Department should fnr· 
nisb the fun<ls for hiring sncll a camp. This is also necessal'Y ill the 
fall for an eq nally brief tspace of time. The War DepartLllen t seldom 
fLUnislies the wherewit hal to pay for cam])in g' grounds, for cavalry espe, 
cially, tlie fiction being, apparently, that the pnrc1lase of forage pays for 
the camp. FOI age suppli ed at Three R ivers cannot be produced there 
and is snppli ed by contract. It therefore follows that the troop com· 
mander who (~amps there does so purely by courtesy, and is forced 
to heg Id s way. This is lllldignified in t.b e Go\'crumeut and humil, 
iatillg to its representative, alld 1 earnestly recommend that the act· 
ing superilltendellt of t hese pr»rks be allowed $100 a nnually, to be 
expende(l as may be necessary tor tlie hiring of a camping plaee at or 
n eiLl' 'fhree Ri vel's. . ' 

The permanent cam]), as above, is on t1le g round occupied last year. 
It i amply sufficien t , amI, as far as my experiellce goes, can be ~ccupied 
from June 1, or before, until November 1. It is supposed to be on 
private land, hut the alleged oWlier is not positive as to that fact. .A. 
rough measuremeI!t made last year convinces me t1lat it is on Govern· 
ment lan d witbin the forest reserve. 'I.'hi· matter can only he settled 
by a competent surveyor with proper instruments, a::; I am imformed by 
the surveyor·general of California t hat the questi01lahle boundary has 
uever been officially surveyed . If this camp is occupied in fut ure- and 
it is t he best available-tbe lines should be officially surveyed and this 

I 
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matter determined. In any case, a proper abiding place should be pro­
vided for the troops who perform the duty of guarding these parks, and 
enough funds should be put at the disposal of the responsible officer, 
whether he belong to the Interior or to the War Department, to put 
his men in a condition of comfort independent of private parties, and, if 
they are enlisted soldiers, in excess of the insufficient a llowance of camp 
equipage prescribed by the regulations of the Army. The permanent 
station of the park guard during the summer should include comfurt­
able and roomy cabins, a sufficient stable, and a kitchen provided with 
proper range facilities and mess room. . . 

I therefore recommend that a general appropriation of $!.l,500 be 
granted under the title of "National parks " for the providing of a 
suitable summer station of the guard of the Sequoia National Park aud 
its outlying detachments, the fund to be available as the Secretary of 
the Interior may direct. 

MAP. 

I forward herewith blue-print copies of that portion of Lieutenant 
Davis's map, made last year, which shows both parks and their imme­
diate surroundings. This is probably the most correct map of this 
portion of the Sierras available for the use of troops. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. H. G. GALE, 

Captain F07Wth Ca.val1'y, Acting Supm-intendent. 
The SECI{,ETARY OF THE INTERIOR. 
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