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REPORT 
OF THE 

ACTING S PEIUNTENDENT OF. THE SEQ TOIA AND GENERAL ' GRANT 
NATlONAL PARKS, CALIFORNIA. 

OFFICE OF ACTING SUPERINTENDENT, 
SEQUOIA AND GENERAL GRANT NATIONAL PARKS, 

Oamp oj U. S. TrooplS, Weishars Mi ll, Oul., Allgust31, 1899. 
SIR: I have the honor to submit herewith my allllUal report of duty performed in these parks during .the current year. 
Pursuant to Special Order, No. 123, Headquarters Department of California, a detachment of Battery D, Third Artillery, was detailed to relieve the detachment of Twenty-fourth Infantry and perform the duty of guarding the Sequoia and General Grant National Parks. The detail arrived at Three Rivers, Cal., on JUlie 19, establishing a tempo­rary camp at Red Hill, which it occupied until J uue 28, wheu the head­qnartel's were removed to the pre8eut site. 
Camps of outlying detachments were establisbed as follows: At Hockett Meadows, 1 noncommissioned officer and 4 privates, on J uue 20; at General Grant National Park, 1 noncommissioned officer and 4 pri­vates, on June 21. A noncommissioned officer was left in cbarge of the ned Hill camp, which has been maintained through the summer as a base of supplies. During the month of July, subposts were estab­lished at Halstead Meadow and at the South Fork eutrance to the Sequoia Park. 
These detachments have been visited frequently by details from the main camp, and have kept up a daily patrol of both p~rks. The total distallce covered by the patrols and l'econnoissances of the detachmeut between JUlie 20 aud August 31, aggregate 12,:312 miles. 

THE' SEASON OF 1898. 

Pursuant to the direction of the Secretary, I would report briefly npon the care f)f the reservations from the 1st day of July, 1898. On account of the Spanish-American war the regular military patrol of the park8 was suspended during the tourist season of the past year. Civilian custodians were duly appointed, but in numbers altogether inadequate to the demands of the situation. A detachment of the First Utah Volunteer Cavalry reported at the park on September 4 and con­tinued in charge until October 6. Their arrival was too long delayed to remedy the evil already done, and nothing like an effective execu­tion of the Department's orders was accomplished. Much of the val­ued work of preceding superintendents was suffered to decline, and the effects of the wholesale devastation of last year can be plainly traced 
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4 SEQUOIA AND GENERAL GRANT NATIONAL PARKS. 

to-day. It is estimated that at least 200,000 sheep roamed at will over 
tlle national reserve, a destructive fire raged in the Giant Forest, and 
hunters frequented tll e parks with impunity. The experience of 1898 
must convince the Goverlllneut that prompt alld effective measures 
mfist be adopted if trespassers are to be excluded from lIational parks, 
and thi s cau best be accoll1plishecl.by detachin g <1unually a'slllall mili-
tary force for cl uty in the reservation. . 

TRESPASSING. 

Prior to the detail of the troops in 1899, the intelligent cooperation 
of t he Forest Rangers prevell ted the entrance of many sheep to the 
Seq uoia Park, and since the arrival of this detachment a band Ilas been 
consta utly held back from tIle sontIlwestel'll com er of Sequoia, a llother 
band arrested just as it was enterin g the west side, aBd two mor~ pre­
vented from crossing the north boulldary of Grant Park. A few 
domestic cowS a nd horses Ilave been ~iectetl, several hunters arrested, 
a nd a running gua rd maintained agaiust two coustantly invading herds 
of stock on the nort h of Sequoia a lld south of Grant parks. -

PARK BOUNDARIES. 

Every year silLce the Natioual Parks were established the boundaries 
have been a subject of conjecture, aud the uncertainty of their location, 
a discouraging illtroduct ion to the Government officers charged with 
the custody of the reservations. Imaginary lines have been thrown 
from moulltain top to mountain top, and the limits thus marked handed 
from one superintendent to the next, generally through the medium of 
the Goverument g uides. Inevitable disputes have arisen between the 
officers and tlJe stockmen who would take advantage of the park 
reserve for purposes of grazin g, both padies being ignorant of the real 
lines because of their inability to locate tlJe original monuments. A 
Government survey is now being directed in lJoth parks. The lines of 
the General Grant Park are already established, well blazed and marked 
with suitable monuments at frequent intervals. A metal plate with 
tlJe letters G.G-.N.P. has been securely fastened to such trees as were 
fOlllld directly on the boundary line, and plates with the in scription 
S.N.P. will similarly mark the Sequoia Park before the season closes. 

ROAD S AND 'l'RAILS. 

The Sequoia Park, although 252 square miles in extent, is crossed by 
.but one wagon road-that one of about 11' miles in length, and called 
the Mineral King road. This road was lJuilt on public land some 
twenty years ago, by the miners of the Mineral King' district, to take 
in machinery and carry out ore. After tlJe miniug excitement subsided 
it was made a toll road by the minillg company which built it. Failing 
to pay expenses it was tra nsferred once or twice, and finally bought 
by Tulare County for a nominal sum. This so-called county road 
through a National Park is unsatisfactory, and presents many com­
plications and Oppol'tullities for dispute with tl'espassers and stockmen. 
The county of Tulare spends but very little for its repair, while the 
General Government contributes llothing, though both are a like inter­
ested in the improvement of this single thoroughfare. The Mineral 
King road runs along the mountains north of t il e east fork of the 
Kaweah River. 'l'he roadway is cut in the hillside, and the gra.de as 
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now established is wretched. In many places the road is dangerons, 
and serious accidents are an annual occurrence. Fnrthermore, there 
is 110 ground level enough tor a camp along its whole length in tbe park 
unless the title to certain tract" of patented land be extiuguisbed. 
With tiJis private land reclaimed by tbe Government, the only beavy 
trallsportation would be tIle Govern ment freigbt for tbe troops, altbough 
this year tbere bas been considerable Ileavy teaming from Atwell's saw· 
mill and the adjoining· shingle mill, both occupying deeded land wi t hiu 
the park limits. Judgillg from its present neglect, it is probable tuat 
the road will be practically illlpassa1Jle for loaded wagons before this 
season closes. 

Previous reports ba,'ve referred to the Old Colony Mill rOall, but 
neglect antI want of use for the past lIine years have rendered this 
road impassable to wagons, and nllless someone is interested in its 
repair very shortly this important thoroughfare will return to its primi· 
tive coudition of a steep mouutaiu side thickly covered with brush. 
This road was built by the Kaweah Colony, a cooperative association 
of lumbermen designed to cut the redwood timber of the Giant Forest 
and mille the marble along the Marble Fork River. The Colony road 
starts at an elevatioll of 1,5UO feet and runs on a perfectly even grade 
to 6,300 feet. According to tIle books of the Kaweah Colony its con­
strnctioll required au outlay of $65,000, and it is the only pel"UlaneLlt 
improvemeLlt left by the I;l,ssociation, the tit.le to their land having been 
takeLl up by the Government just as they were maturing plans for cut­
ting the Giant Forest. This road was constructed to within 2 miles of 
the redwoods, tiJough a !}-mile trail is now the ouly tllOrougbfare opell 
to tbe tourist from the end of the Colouy Mill road grade. Wagolls 
can llot approach neare.r tll'aJl 20 miles from the forest. 

Resort mnst be bad to the mountain trail for all travel through the 
Sequoia Park. Of these trails there are many, some made by hUJlters, 
some by cattle men, and others by the troops iu attempting to e,ject these 
trespassers. All are poorly marked, and many were obliterated by the 
invading sheep last season . No attempt was made to follow anything 
like an eyell grade in their construction, and their condition is not 
inviting' to the average tourist. The work of improving these trai18, 
inaugunl ted by the troops stationed her;e, has been renewed this year 
so far as our reduced numbers would permit. COllsiderable improve­
ment has been made on the ·Wilhelm Cut·Off trail and a good temporary 
bridge thrown across tl.Je Ea8t Fork, thus lesse1ling the distance from 
tl.Je main camp to Hockett Meadows by 3 miles and avoidillg some 
very poor trail as well. 'L'he work of blazing, trimming out the tmils, 
and posting direction boards has beell cOlltinued, but a single detach­
ment of 25 men is too fully occupied by its patrol duties to permit any­
thing like a systematic improvement of trails, if indeed this work were 
not beyond the scope of duties prescribed for the park guard. 

GAME AND FISH. 

It is extremely doubtful if the game within the Seqnoia Park is as 
abundant as in years past. Hunting and trapping "ere altogether too 
com mOll last season) and the herds of sheep are believed to have tram­
pled out many nests of the game bird/:;. The opportunity is /:;till open, 
however, to make amidst the groves of sequoias a magnificent game 
preserve. Some of tIle rare game animals have recently become extinct. 
The elk and mountain sheep have all been killed off, and the more com­
mon game will be preserved with difficulty unless energetic steps are 
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taken at once. Deer are still common but decreasing. Bears are still 

plenty, and three varieties are found-black, brown, and cinnamon. 

Fresh bear signs are of very frequent occurrence on the Mineral King 

road, and even close to the limits of camp. Mountain and valley quail 

are abundant, but th e grouse are disappearing rapidly. l\fountain liolls, 

panthers, coyotes, and several varieties of the fox, with some other wild 

animals, are frequently found. 
Fishing, in geneml, is very good, but the possibilities along this line 

have only been half developed OL' e ven explored. Tile first stocking of 

fish was in 1879 at Mineml King. Since then the North, Soutb, East, 

Middle, and Marble forks of the Kaweah have had planted about 400,000 

fry by the Visalia Sportsman's Club, dL'awing their s'upply from the 

State hatchery. Immediately east of the Park, Cliff Canyon, Monarch, 

and Eagle lakes have been stocked by interested individuals. 'rlll'ee 

hundred miles of streams tributary to the Kern are b~1rren of trout, 

while 200 lakes iu the watersheds of the Kings, Kem, and Kaweah 

rivers are ready and waiting to become most beantiflll fisbing resorts. 

The lakes and streams of the Sierras are most favorable for fisll culture, 

and if a systematic stocking should be attempted tile region would 

become famous with the fisherman and the tourist. The Kern and 

Kings rivers are already well known for their rainbow and New Hamp­

shire brook trout, fish th at are game, too, while the Golden 'rrout Creek, 

near Mount Whitney, is the only known habitat of these most beauti­

ful golden trout. From the experience of local sportsmen it seems 

most practicable to plant the adult fish, but the transportation of fully 

grown fish is difficult and no time has been available for that purpose 

this year. 
FOREST FIRES. 

It has been reported that fires in the sequoia forests are the result 

genera.lIy of carelessness, sometimes of intent or accident. Sheep 

herders, in years past, have been known to deliberately start fires from 

pure malice. 
F rom observation this season the camper is generally very careful 

about banking his fires and considerate in uis ul'!e of wood, while the 

sheep herder is no longer a frequenter of the parks. Ligh tning is tile 

main cause of fires in the Sienas. On July 2-1, four fires, at intervals 

of several miles, were startell by lightning. Squads were immediately 

dispatched to the burning timlJer, and, with the aid of a heavy rain, 

succeeded in controlling every fire, while all four were completely 

extinguished in less than a week. The danger of a terrible and 

destrnctive fire in the Giant Forest is becoming more imminen t every 

yea.r, owing to the dry debris which covers tbe floor of the forest to a 

depth of several feet. 

PATENTED LANDS. 

The titles of lauds in the two parks, generally taken from the State 

as "swamp land," should be extinguished. There are sixteen different 

owners, but their combined tracts, by the county records of March 1, 

1899, only aggregate 5,440 acres, and there is but little value attached 

to the land since the country surrounding the meadows is stl'jctly 

guarded by the Government, thus making the tracts of pri\ate land 

too small for profitable grazing, and of no great value fOl' the cutting 

of timber. The Atwell sawmill has again started, and is fast denuding 

that vicinity of a most beauttful grove of sequoias. The property is 
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leased for three years yet, and the rent is a certain percentage on the 
lumber actually cut, really setting a premium on the death of the big 
trees; and for what purpose~ . Only to make shingles, posts, and flume 
boards! This estate should be acquired by the Government at once, 
and thus save this most beautiful sequoia grove. There are seven 
groves in all within the park boundaries, but this is the only one to 
which a title was ever completely proved. 

MINERAL DEPOSITS AND SPRINGS. 

The mineral deposits of the parks are varied but not rich. The Mar­
ble Fork took its name from the mines Of white marble along its course, 
and some attempts were once made to explore several of the caves in 
the mountains supposed to promise black marble, but with indifferent 
success. There are several lead veins, and the Mineral King district 
was worked for g·old and iron. There is some revival of interests in 
copper prospecting this Rummer, and several claims are staked not far 
from the park lines, but in general the ores seem to be too poor in 
quality to warrant the heavy costs of transportation. There is a. 
wea.lth of beautiful springs within the parks, many of them supposed 
to possess medicinal properties of value. Iron, soda, sulphur, and salt 
springs prevail. 

A p ·ARK CUSTODIAN. 

The moral effect of the presence of United States troops prevents much 
trespassing during the summer months, but at present it is inexpedient 
to station troops here in winter, and thus for six months of every year 
the park is at the mercy of hunter, trapper, and woodman. I would 
recommend the appointment of two guardians of the parks, whose duties, 
during the absence of the troops, should be to inspect all portions of 
both parks thoroughly and often aud carry out the immediate orders of 
the Secretary of the Interior and enforce the existing park regulations 
to the letter, they having power and authority to make arrests and 
prosecute all trespassers. In the summer months they should be placed 
under the orders of the acting superintendent and would be available 
as guides. A good salary should accompany this appointment, as it 
would be necessary for the guards to employ two horses each and at 
least one pack animal, if a thorough patrol be maintained. The guar­
dian should be a man of force and energy, as well as ingenuity and 
ability in mountain travel. A slight beginning in this direction has 
lleen made this season by attaching to the command a duly commis­
sioned representative of1ihe California State fish and ga.me commission. 

A PERMANENT CAMP. 

A permanent camping site is still badly needed. Without doubt a 
better trail should be constructed to Hockett Meadows, where au excel­
lent drill ground and target range are available; but this camp would 
not be suitable for occupancy befol'e June 15 nor after October 1. The 
Atwell estate, if acquired by the Government, would furnish the best 
place, and is more centrally located than the present efi.te. There is still 
uncertainty about the title to this property at Weishar's Mill and good 
reason to believe that it is part of the public domain, though not of the 
National Park. This question has been avoided too long, and the final 
survey should be directed. 
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THE GENERAL GRANT PARK. 

The General Grant National Park contains but 4 square miles. How· 
ever, the proximity of lumber camps, the comparative ease of access to 
visitors and the cattle industry which surrounds it, together with the 
fact that the 40,000 acres adjoining the park on the north and owned 
by the Sanger Lumber Company is now leased to sheepmen make its 
proper patrol more difficult than would appear. This park was est.ab· 
lished solely to preserve a grove of exceedingly large Sequoias, many 
of which are of historic interest. The tree" General Grant" was named 
in honor of the General while he was still in command of the armies in 
1867. The stump and log of the immense tree exhibited at the Phila· 
delphia Centennial are weIl·preserved objects of interest. Another log 
has been so burned that a cavalryman can ride through its whole length 
125 feet. The stump of the World's }'air tree is to be found north of 
the Grant Park. This was not so larg-e as many in the National parks, 
but was less difficult to cut and transport. The trees of the Giant Forest 
are better preserved than those of Grant Park. The "General Grant" 
itself has been badly burned and scarred. For a hundred feet up the 
trunk, can be seen sticks and arrows shot into the bark years ago and 

J bearing the names of enthusiastic admirers who visited the region before 
the present rules were enforced. The largest tree ill the Giant Forest 
is the" General Sherman," 34~ feet in diameter at its base. This is con· 
ceded to be the largest and finest tree in the world, rivaling the Euca· 
lypti of Australia in height and far surpassing' everything else in bulk. 
Another clean and healthy Sequoia, which has stood sentinel over the 
Sierras and the Pacific for more than a thousand years is called the 
"Admiral Dewey." Several of the more prominent trees have been 
given names of meaning to Americans and are always referred to as if 
objects of intelligence. Visitors are generally content to stand uncov· 
ered and almost mute from respect to these dignified monarchs of our 
forests. Few attempt to molest the big trees. 

THE SEQUOIA NA'I'IONAL PARK. 

Before making any recommendations regarding the future of the 
national reserve, I would respectfully invite att ention to a few facts 
relative to the Sequoia and General Grant National Parks and to the 
forest reservation in their immediate vicinity. These parks are of such 
recent creation, so difficult of access for visitors, and, consequently, 
little advertised, that they are slightly known to the people and not at 
all appreciated by the tourist. 

The Sequoia Park is situated in the eastern part of Tulare Oounty, 
and occupies seven townships, or 252 square miles in area. From 6 to 
12 miles east of the park is the main divide of the Sierras, running 
north and south. 'fhe top of this range is steep, bare, and rugged rock, 
broken and irregular, and passable in but few places. The high wall, 
averaging about 14,000 feet, completely separates the country on one 
side from that on the other. 

The Sequoia Park is traversed by the four main branches of the 
Kaweah 'River, viz: the Marble, Middle, East, and South forks, all 
having their origin in this main divide of the Sierras and entering the 
park on the east side at an elevation averaging 6,000 feet, and falling 
in their short course across the reserve about 4,000 feet. Between these 
streams are ridges or spurs from the main divide of the Sierra Nevadas. 
These spurs run in a general east and west direction, and are not quite 
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so high as the parent ridge. As a rule they enter the park at an eleva­
tion of very near 13,000 feet, and in some instances much over that. 
At the western line these ridges often have an altitude of 1(1,000 feet. 
The park is thns crossed and ,recrossed by these several ridges, dis­
tant from each other about 3 to 5 miles, and separated only by the 
deepest of gorges, and each particular ridge with its own system of 
spurs perpendicular to the east and west ridges. To travel in the park­
or the tourist to see the big trees and other points, well worth t he 
traveler's time and exertions, it is necessary to cross these ridges and 
these gorges. Two general ways are open. One to follow the course 
of the stream down one canyon to its juncture with the next. This has 
been followed in several cases~ but with no resulting ease of travel, as 
the fact that one of these streams drops 4,000 feet in a distance of only 
2 miles on the map, would prove. Theil, too, a little thought or a glance 
at a map will show what a considerable time and unexpectedly great 
distance this plan of travel will involve. As the ridges are altogether 
too roug'h and rocky, too j a,gged and sharp to permit any attempt at 
following their backbones, the only other path to pursue is to find a 
pass across the mountains. This has been done in every case, and in 
a few instances two passes are known. These passes are almost invari­
ably just to the east of the park line and in the dip or natural saddle 
of each respective ridge. The lowest of these saddles is 10,000 feet 

, high, aud this shows that there is no easy way to see the Sierras, while 
it is right to add, no easy way of carrying out the strict letter of the 
regulations for the troops detailed here. These natural obstacles make 
wide detours necessary and rapidity of movement impossible. 

With this understanding of the difficulties of travel in the park, I 
would suggest a few of the objects and sights which interest the visitor. 
The main points of entrance are the Mineral King road, the Old Colony 
Mill road, and the South Fork trail, an leading across the western 
boundary of the park. Over these patlls is considerable travel each 
year by people of the San Joaquin Valley, driven from their homes by 
the oppressive heat to seek comfort alld health in the iltvigorating 
atmosphere of the lIigher altitudes. Providing' these people with roads 
across the reserve to their camping places would be oue of the advan­
tages, but perhaps not the purpose of the park's development. But 
the Sequoia Park itself is not wanting in objects of interest or in scenes 
of grandeur. Below 5,000 feet there is very little timber, the slopes 
and foothills being covered with a stiff and thick and almost impene­
trable growth of manzanita brush from 4 to 12 feet high. Once across 
this belt the mountains, except where precipitous, are plentifully sup­
plied with a growth of timber, inchldillg yellow pine, sugar pine, fir, 
spruce, and cedar. Above 8,000 feet are tamarack and a peculiar 
stunted pine called" Pinus Contartus." The groves of the Seq~tOict 
gigantea are between 5,000 and 7,500 feet altitude. This rapid change 
in the vegetation is common to all the trails having an easterly course 
into the park and is interesting to camper and touri.st alike. 

Beginning with the South Fork trail, this is destined, if once improved, 
to be a popularly traveled route. For a time it leads the tourist through 
a sweltering heat, with but few of the bubbling springs or little green 
meadows which so refresh the tired and parched traveler. However, 
the pinnacle of the most prominent peak once reached, the veil is lifted 
from one of the grandest panoramas of the Sierra Nevadas. From 
., Homer's Nos((," almost perpendicularly beneath it and 7,000 feet below, 
one may see the South Fork through its tortuous windings on the way 
through the canyon to join its sisters, the East and North forks of the 
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Kaweah. The labyrinth of mountains in this vicinity, narrowed in on . all sides by a maze of abrupt and grim walls, with canyons and gorges of great depth and ruggedness, attended on every hand by forests in their primeval condition, presents a scene at once awful and sublime. From Homer's Nose can be seen the whole country east as far as Fare­well Gap and Saw Tooth, west as far as the eye can reach, north the Mineral King road can be traced in its whole length, while Moro Rock and the mountains in the vicinity of Giant Forest are plainly visible, permitting the easy location of Big Baldy and Mt. Silliman, the corner monuments of the Sequoia Park. 
As to the Mineral King road, it will be used considerably each season by the troops on duty in the park. From 100 to 400 residents of the valley will cross it in reaching' their camping place in the Mineral King district, and all tourists will employ it in approaching the fishing grounds, or hot springs of the Kern River canyon, or in their pilgrimage to Mount Whitney. 'fhe Colony Mill road is at present almost impass­able, and unused except by an occasional pack train; but if properly developed, this old road is destined to become a much traveled and most important thoroughfare. This is the principal road, and, in fact, the only practicable route, to that part of the Sequoia Park north of the Middle Fork of the Kaweah River, and which is by far the most interesting, picturesque, and best preserved portion of the reserve. The big trees there are larger, more numerous, and more nearly free from disfigurement, both by tire and by tourists, than iu other portions of the Sequoia Park, and far better preserved than those of General Grant Park. At the present time three trails lead into the .Giant Forest, which lies between the Middle and Marble forks-one from the Colony road, one from the head waters of the N or:th Fork, also connect­ing with the Seven-Mile Hill trail to Mineral King, and one by way of the Middle Fork, Hospital Rock, and Moro l~ock. The latter is shortest and leads directly from Red Hill and the regular road, but this tra.il is rough aud precipitous and leaves the Colony road the most av~ilable. This forest of redwoods is the objective point of most tourists. By the map it is 9 miles from the headquarters camp, and to reach it one has the choice of three routes. Two of these trails are so rough and steep, so exhausting to saddle horses, and so dangeeous for pack auimals that they have largely fallen into disuse. 'J:he third route follows a fork of the Kaweah down one canyon and up auother. It covers a distapce of 54 miles and requires, even for light-loaded animals, all of forty-eight hours to reach this place, only 9 miles from the main camp. I speak of this not to emphasize the difficulties experienced by troops on this detaiJ, but to show the urgent need of the best roads and trails possrble for the convenience of all who may visit the national parks. It is to be presumed that the Sequoia and General Grant parks were established for two purposes: First, to preserve the red wood trees, and, second, to protect the· watershed of the rivers which drain this region of the Sierras. ~he mere detailing of troops, which will faithfully execute their military orders, is sufficient to accomplish both these ends. But what is a park-a national park¥ Is it a playground for the peo­ple, a resort for the t-ourist, Ii. mecca for travelers, a summer house where the inhabitants of crowded cities can repair and fill their lungs with the pure air of mountain and forest-where poet, artist, clerk, and arti­san, without discrimination, can stand on lofty peak and breathe the inspiration of scenes of grandeurY If this makes a park, then the Sequoia National Park is a failure-a failure not because it wants in snow-clad peak, in noble game, in frightful precipice, deep gorge, or 
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ragged canyon, but because the people find its beauties and its wonders 

inaccessible. 
There are forests of redwood all along the Pacific coast; groves of 

sequoias dot the Sierra range for 200 miles; but there is only one great 

forest in California, and only one in all the world, and that is in the 

Sequoia Park. Scientists tell us that the redwood, Seqouia semper'virens, 

is native only to the Coast Range, while the Seq~wia gi,qantea of the 

Sierra slopes, though bearing a close affinity, is in reality a distinct 

genus and not a true redwood. Be that as it may, to the world at large 

these are the" big trees" of California, and no botanist who stands in 

the shade of their imposing trunks can question the appropriateness of 

their Anglo·Saxon name. . . 
The sequoia as a species is hardy and needs but the checking of 

destroying agencies to perpetuate its kind and accomplish the much· 

talked· of forest restoration. Appeals and protests come from every 

corner deploring and denouncing the devastation of California. . The 

needs of commerce must be recognized, and some of these trees are 

worth nearly $1,000 to the lumberman; but the safeguarding of Cali· 

fornia's crowning beauty also has its place. An intelligent and efiective 

administration of the forest reservations will protect the watersheds 

and assist in retaining a steady water supply till late in the season. 

But is this the end of the Sequoia gigantea ? Here are the pyramids of 

America, the mammoths of the whole vegetable kingdom, and the 

descendants, the scientist tells us, of still mightier giants. It is well if 

their towering tops pierce the very clouds and the shade of their noble 

trunks save the Sierra snows from April till June; but is this their 

greatest good' Should not these monsters of the mountains be known 

and seen and felt by an admiring people ¥ It is time that a systematic 

development of the Seqnoia National Park be inaugurated. Money 

has been spent generously on Yellowstone, Yosemite, and Ohickamauga, 

but not a dolln.r on the Sequoia or General Grant Park. I would,. there· 

fore, earnestly recommend that reasonable appropriation be made at 

once. Ten thousand dollars should be devoted to the development of 

the Mineral King road within the park limits; $25,000 should be appro· 

priated for the repair of the Colony Mill road and its extension to the 

Giant Forest, $5,000 for the immediate development of the present trails, 

and $2,000 annually for the use of the superintendent in clearing the 

trails and roads of the debris of each winter's storms. Between June 

20, and August 31, permits have been granted for 298 persons, exclud­

ing the regular campers at Minet'al King, to cross t \e Sequoia Park. 

It is estimated that 1,000 people have visited the General Grant Park 

in the same time. Most of these parties were on the way to tbe grand 

scenery of the Kings River canyon or to the splendid fishing in the 

Big Kern, or else attempting the tedious trip to Mount Whitney, and 

there feast the eye upon the magnificent, unimpeded stretch of 150 

miles of view across the San Joaquin, and there glance down the 

canyon 11,000 feet to Lone Pine, and boast that they were on the very 

top of the United States. The fact that Sequoia Park was but the 

means of reaching these resorts of more absorbing interest is sufficient 

to suggest the repetition of previous recommendations that the national 

part limits be extended. The Mount Whitney Military Reservation is 

exactly 18 miles east of the Sequoia Park; the King's Rivercanyonis9 

miles north. With these objects of surpassing interest included within 

the confines of the national domain, with a good system of roads per­

fected, coupled with the patriotic desire of Americans to stand upon 

their highest mountain and see the world's largest trees, Sequoia Park 
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would at last be visited by the numbers of tourists which its natural beauties fully warrant. A further extension to include one-half of town­ships 17 and 18 south, range 29 east, would include the foothills most frequented by deer iu the wiuter and make of the park an ideal game preserve. Increasing the park thus would inclose it by a natural bar­rier on the east and lighten the labor of guarding the park on that side. It would peremptorily stop the travel through the park of all cattlemeu going to their lands over Timber or .?arewell Gap, and thence to the east side, and so avoid many occasions for dispute. It would also lessen the danger of the destruction of the big trees by fires. I am well aware that in recommending these appropriations and extensions I introduce a subject of which little or nothing is known by the public, although here are two of the five national parks maintained by the United States. The nearest railroad is 60 miles away. There are no guidebooks or hotels to advertise the highest and roughest moun­tains in our country, and consequently those travelers who are conteut to stumble over the discarded baskets of the last camping party, miss­ing these suggestions of summer pleasures, find the fatigue of mountain travel too great and turn back in disgust, generally, before they have really touched the Sierra trai1. If one is to know the real beauties of the Sierra country, he must penetrate many places which are most dif~ ficult of access, must reach the summits of the highest mountains and explore the gorges of the deepest canyons. Rough and broken, steep and high as the Sierras are, they can still be traveled, and will be by enthusiasts, too, if the Government will take the fuitiative and intro­duce them to its people. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HENRY B. CLARK, . 
Second Lielttenant, Third Artillery, 

Acting Sltperintendent. The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. 
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