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Foreword 

We are pleased to make available this Historic Structure Report, part of our ongoing effort to provide 
comprehensive documentation for the historic structures and cultural landscapes of National Park 
Service units in the Southeast Region. A number of individuals contributed to the successful completion 
of this work, but we would particularly like to thank the Project Team who authored the report. The 
authors would like to thank the staff at the Guilford Courthouse National Military Park who assisted 
with the project, including Superintendents Charles Cranfield (retired) and Doyle Sapp (current), Park 
Historian John Durham, and the Park staff who assisted with the inspection of the Hoskins House and 
its environs.  We like to also thank our partner Eastern National represented by Nancy Stewart.  
Additional thanks to Historical Architect Danita Brown, AIA, of the Southeast Regional Office for her 
assistance. We hope that this study will prove valuable to park management in ongoing efforts to 
preserve the buildings and to everyone in understanding and interpreting these unique resources. 
 
 
Dan Scheidt, Chief 
Cultural Resources, Partnerships and Science Division 
Southeast Regional Office 
2015 
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Physical Description and Condition Assessment 

Site 

Hoskins House is located in the western portion of 
Guilford Courthouse National Military Park and is 
one of three structures that make up the Hoskins 
Farmstead site (Figure 19). The other two 
structures include a small kitchen located south of 
Hoskins House and Coble Barn, which is situated 
southwest of the house (Figure 20). A small fenced 
garden is located directly adjacent to the barn 
(Figure 21 and Figure 22). A blacksmith shed sits 
between Hoskins House and Coble Barn 
(Figure 23). North of the blacksmith shed is a 
utility area enclosed by wood fencing, which 
includes heating, ventilating, and air conditioning 
equipment that services the house (Figure 24).  

 
FIGURE 19. View of the Hoskins Farmstead site from 
the south. 

 
FIGURE 20. The Coble Barn (left) and summer kitchen 
(right). 

 
FIGURE 21. The garden west of the house. 

 
FIGURE 22. Garden shed, with the corner of the Coble 
Barn at left. 
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FIGURE 23. The blacksmith shed. 

 
FIGURE 24. At center, the fenced utility enclosure. 

The site is characterized by a manicured turf lawn 
with scattered trees throughout (Figure 25). In 
addition, a grove of trees is situated northwest of 
the house near the intersection of New Garden 
Road, which runs north of the farmstead, and 
Battleground Avenue, which runs to the west. 
Split-rail fencing surrounds most of the 
farmstead’s north, east, and south boundaries 
(Figure 26 and Figure 27). A concrete-paved path 
leads to the Hoskins Farmstead site from the 
nearby Colonial Heritage Center (Figure 28 and 
Figure 29). A paved parking lot sits to the east of 
the Colonial Heritage Center with direct access to 
Green Acres Lane to the south, with a curved 
driveway connecting the lot to New Garden Road 
to the north.  

 
FIGURE 25. Grass lawn and trees surround the 
buildings. 

 
FIGURE 26. Split-rail fencing edges the property along 
New Garden Road. 

 
FIGURE 27. Split-rail fencing and interpretive signage 
is also present on the site. 
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FIGURE 28. Paved path to the house. 

 
FIGURE 29. The Colonial Heritage Center. 

Exterior Evaluation 

Hoskins House is a one-and-one-half story log 
structure clad in wood clapboard siding with a 
stone foundation, and a wood-framed gable roof 
clad in wood shingles (Figure 30). The building has 
a rectangular plan measuring 24 feet 5 inches long 
by 18 feet 3 inches wide and is approximately 
21 feet 6 inches tall at the gable peak from the 
bottom of the wood clapboard siding. The 
structure is oriented with its end gables on an east-
west axis. The house is accessed through doors 
situated near the centers of the north and south 
elevations. Simple wood steps lead from grade to 
the floor level of the house at each of the doors 
(Figure 31). A single window is present east of the 
door on the south elevation, while two windows, 
one on each side of the door, are present on the 
north elevation. A brick and stone chimney is 
present on the west elevation, with two windows, 
one on each side, situated at the gable end. Two 
windows are present in the same location at the 
east gable. 

 
FIGURE 30. The Hoskins House. 

 
FIGURE 31. Steps to the north door of the house. 

Foundation 

Hoskins House has a foundation comprised of dry 
laid stone. The foundation is visible around the 
entire perimeter of the house (Figure 32). Wood- 
framed openings are present on the east, south, 
and west elevations, providing ventilation and 
access to the crawlspace below the house. A 
removable wood cover is present on the 
crawlspace access opening on the west side of the 
house, while the two openings on the south side 
and the single opening on the east side contain 
wood lumber placed vertically in the openings 
(Figure 33 and Figure 34).  
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FIGURE 32. Hoskins House sits on a dry laid stone 
foundation. 

 
FIGURE 33. Access opening in the foundation along 
the west side of the house. 

 
FIGURE 34. Crawlspace vent along the south side of 
the house. 

Walls 

The stone foundation supports a log structure that 
is clad with wood clapboard siding. The boards are 
typically 3/4 inches thick and 7 inches tall with a 
6 inch exposure (Figure 35). Vertical wood trim is 
present at the corners of the house. The siding is 
attached to 1x6 wood sleepers attached to the log 
structure. 

 
FIGURE 35. Hoskins House is clad with wood 
clapboard siding.  

The south elevation consists of a single door 
located near the center of the elevation 
(Figure 36). The wood door sits in a wood frame 
with wood trim surrounding the opening. A wood 
double-hung window is present approximately 
3 feet east of the door. The window is surrounded 
by wood trim. 

 
FIGURE 36. The south elevation. 

Two window openings are present near the top of 
the east elevation in the gable end just below the 
peak of the roof (Figure 37). The small casement 
windows are centered on the elevation, which, like 
the rest of the house, is clad in wood clapboard 
siding. 
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FIGURE 37. The east elevation. 

A wood door is present near the center of the 
north elevation of Hoskins House (Figure 38). The 
doorway is surrounded by wood trim. Two 
double-hung wood windows, one on each side of 
the door, are present on the north elevation. 

 
FIGURE 38. The north elevation. 

The west elevation consists of a stone and brick 
fireplace and chimney near the center (Figure 39). 
The fireplace is constructed of stone set in mortar. 
The stone base rises approximately 10 feet from 
grade, tapering inward at the top. The brick 
chimney then rises just past the peak of the gable 
roof. While the stone fireplace fully abuts the 
house, there is a gap between the brick chimney 
and the house (Figure 40). A set of two wood 
casement windows are present near the peak of 
the gable end.  

 
FIGURE 39. The west elevation. 

 
FIGURE 40. The upper portion of the chimney sits 
away from the house. 

Roof 

Hoskins House has a wood-framed gable roof 
structure with a slope of approximately 9 in 12 
(Figure 41).  Rebuilt circa 2004, the roof structure 
is comprised of wood rafters.  The roof is clad with 
cedar shake shingles, which are attached to the 
plywood deck (Figure 42).  The shingles, which are 
typically 24 inches long, have a 10 inch exposure. 
The top row of cedar shakes on the north side of 
the roof extend over the peak of the roof. Wood 
trim, consisting of a 1x3 board directly below the 
shingles, overlapping a parallel 1x6 board, is 
present at the edge of the roof, along the gable end 
(Figure 43). The fascia and soffit, which overhangs 
the north and south elevations 8 inches, and are 
closed, are also wood (Figure 44).  
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FIGURE 41. The roof of Hoskins House. 

 
FIGURE 42. A view of the cedar shake shingles. 

 
FIGURE 43. Wood trim along the gable end of the 
roof. 

 
FIGURE 44. A view of the fascia and soffit. 

Windows 

Two types of wood windows can be found at 
Hoskins House. The windows on the first level of 
the north and south elevations are wood-framed 
single glazed six-over-six double-hung sash 
(Figure 45). Four-light casement windows are 
present on the second level of the east and west 
elevations (Figure 46).  

 
FIGURE 45. A typical double-hung window. 
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FIGURE 46. Casement windows at the west gable end. 

The double-hung windows on the north elevation 
are 3 feet 11 inches tall and 2 feet 7 inches wide. 
The double-hung window on the south elevation 
is 3 feet 8 inches tall and 2 feet 3-1/2 inches wide.  
Wood trim, 3 inches wide at the jambs, 4 inches 
wide at the head, and 2-1/2 inches wide at the sill, 
is present at the exterior of all of the windows. 

The four casement windows all measure 2 feet 
3 inches tall and 1 foot 8 inches wide. The 
windows swing inward when opened. The four-
lite windows are each surrounded by wood trim 
measuring 3-1/2 inches at the heads and jambs and 
3 inches at the sill. 

Shutters once present adjacent to the windows on 
the exterior of the house are currently stored in 
the second level of the house (Figure 47). 

  
FIGURE 47. Shutters removed from the house that are 
now in storage. 

Doors 

There are two doors present on the exterior of the 
Hoskins House, with one door nearly centered on 
both the north and south elevations (Figure 48 and 
Figure 49). Each door is comprised of five wood 
planks ranging in width from 2-3/4 inches to 
8 inches running vertically in the opening. On the 
interior side of the doors, three wood planks, one 
at the top and bottom and another near the center 
of the door, extend horizontally across the width 
of the door. Nails connect the vertical and 
horizontal planks. Two steel strap hinges are 
present on the interior side of each door, while a 
small steel handle is present on the exterior side of 
each door.  The exterior trim around each door is 
4-1/2 inches wide at the head and jambs, with a 1-
1/2 inch thick sill. 

 
FIGURE 48. The door on the south elevation. 
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FIGURE 49. The door on the north elevation. 

Interior Evaluation 

The interior of Hoskins House consists of one 
space on the first level, with a second space on the 
second level. 

First Floor 

The interior walls on the first level are comprised 
of exposed logs with chinking present in the 
horizontal joints between the logs (Figure 50 
through Figure 55). Newer logs have been installed 
at locations where windows were previously 
present (Figure 56 and Figure 57). The new logs 
are spliced in and are located at the north end of 
the east elevation, the north end of the west 
elevation, as well as below the window on the 
south elevation and above the doorway on the 
south elevation. 

 
FIGURE 50. The west end of the north wall of the first 
floor. 

 
FIGURE 51. The east end of the north wall of the first 
floor. 

 
FIGURE 52. The east end of the south wall of the first 
floor. 
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FIGURE 53. The east end of the north wall of the first 
floor. Note the stair enclosure on the right. 

 
FIGURE 54. The east wall of the first floor. 

 
FIGURE 55. The west wall of the first floor. 

 
FIGURE 56.  Newer logs spliced into the existing wall. 

 
FIGURE 57.  Newer logs spliced into the existing wall. 

The floor in the first level of the Hoskins House is 
comprised of wood planks. The planks are 
5 inches wide and are present throughout the first 
floor of the house (Figure 58). The transverse 
joints of the planks are generally staggered at 
approximately 28 inches, following the spacing of 
the framing below. Patches in the floor are located 
in several locations (Figure 59). HVAC vents were 
formerly present in these locations. 
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FIGURE 58. The wood plank floors on the first level. 

 
FIGURE 59.  Patches in the floor where HVAC vents 
were formerly present. 

The ceiling on the first level consists of eleven 
wood joists that span the first floor space and run 
north to south (Figure 60). The joists are 3 inches 
wide by 7-1/2 inches tall and support the wood 
plank floor of the second level. The joists sit in 
pockets carved out of the log structure. Track 
lighting attached to the joists are present 
throughout the space (Figure 61). Recessed 
lighting is present in the ceiling along the east wall 
of the first level (Figure 62). Metal vents, part of 
the HVAC system, are also present in the first floor 
ceiling (Figure 63). 

 
FIGURE 60.  A view of the first floor ceiling. 

 
FIGURE 61. Track lighting installed along a floor joist. 

 
FIGURE 62. Recessed lighting along the east wall of 
the room. 
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FIGURE 63. Metal louvered vents in the ceiling. 

A wood, L-shaped, staircase leading to the second 
level of the house is present in the southwest 
corner of the building (Figure 64 and Figure 65).  A 
wall composed of horizontal wood planks 
encloses the staircase. The underside of the stair is 
clad in a similar material. A small storage closet, 
concealed by a door made of vertical wood planks, 
is present under the stair (Figure 66 and 
Figure 67). 

 
FIGURE 64. A view of the staircase and enclosure. 

 
FIGURE 65. The staircase to the second level. 

 
FIGURE 66. Doorway to the storage space below the 
stair. 
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FIGURE 67. The storage closet below the stair. 

Remnants of wood joists are present in the south 
wall of the house directly over the stair (Figure 68). 
Chinking has been used to fill in the joist pockets 
(Figure 69). 

 
FIGURE 68. Remnants of wood floor joists above the 
stair. 

 
FIGURE 69. Filled in joist pockets above the stair. 

Centered on the west wall of the first floor is the 
stone and brick fireplace (refer to Figure 55). The 
fireplace surround is constructed of stone, while 
the arch above the firebox opening is constructed 
of a red-colored brick. The hearth of the fireplace, 
which extends slightly into the room, is also brick 
(Figure 70). 

 
FIGURE 70. The hearth of the fireplace. 

Simple wood trim surrounds the exterior doors 
and windows on the first floor (Figure 71 and 
Figure 72). Shimmed, treated wood 2x4 trim 
surrounds the doors, while 3-1/2-inch-wide wood 
trim surrounds the windows (Figure 73). 

 
FIGURE 71. A window on the first floor. Note the 
wood trim. 
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FIGURE 72. An interior view of a wood door. 

 
FIGURE 73. The trim pieces around the windows and 
doors are typically shimmed out from the logs. 

Second Floor 

The second floor of the Hoskins House is accessed 
by the stair case located in the southwest corner of 
the building. The staircase opening is surrounded 
by a wood balustrade consisting of wood spindles 
that extend from the handrail to the floor 
(Figure 74). Wood newel posts are present at the 
ends of the balustrade as well as the point where 
the railing turns. 

 
FIGURE 74. The staircase and wood balustrade. 

The interior walls of the second floor space are 
composed of exposed logs with chinking present 
in the horizontal joints (Figure 75). The log walls 
extend approximately 55 inches from the floor to 
the underside of the roof on the north and south 
walls and maintains this height at the east and west 
walls. Two newer logs have been installed at the 
top of the north wall directly below the roof 
structure (Figure 76). The upper portion of the 
east and west walls is clad with plywood. The 
plywood clad portions of the east and west walls 
extend from the top of the log wall to the flat 
portion of the ceiling, approximately 39 inches 
(refer to Figure 75). These portions of the walls are 
stud-framed and were constructed circa 2004 
when the roof structure on the house was 
completely rebuilt. Remnant roof rafter pockets 
are present along the top of the logs at the south 
wall (Figure 77). The notches, 3 inches tall and 5 
inches wide, are spaced approximately 29 inches 
on center.   

 
FIGURE 75. The east wall of the second floor. 
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FIGURE 76. The north wall. Note the two new logs. 

 
FIGURE 77. Remnant beam pockets are present along 
the south wall. 

Below the windows on the east and west walls, 
signs of newer logs are evident where there are 
splice joints are present in these locations.  Newer 
logs are present in the top three rows of logs on 
the west wall and extend from window to window 
(Figure 78). On the east wall, newer logs are 
present in the top three rows of logs, but only in 
the area between the two windows (Figure 79). 

 
FIGURE 78. The west wall of the second floor. 

 
FIGURE 79. Newer logs have been spliced in on the 
east wall. 

The underside of the roof is clad with plywood, as 
is the flat portion of the ceiling that is present in 
the center portion of the room (Figure 80). The 
highest point of the ceiling is approximately 7 feet 
10 inches above the finished floor. Two florescent 
lighting fixtures are present at the ceiling 
(Figure 81). 

 
FIGURE 80. The underside of the roof. 

 
FIGURE 81. Fluorescent light fixtures on the second 
floor ceiling. 
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The floor on the second level of the Hoskins 
House is comprised of wood planks of varying 
widths (refer to Figure 78).    

HVAC equipment is present in the northeast 
corner of the room, with duct work sitting just 
above the floor and extending along the east and 
north walls (Figure 82 and Figure 83). 

 
FIGURE 82. HVAC equipment in the northeast corner 
of the second floor. 

 
FIGURE 83. Duct work along the north wall. 

Condition Assessment  

The following notable conditions were observed at 
the exterior of Hoskins House: 

 Deterioration of the wood clapboard siding 
was observed along the clapboards just above 
the foundation (Figure 84). This damage 
appears to be related to termites or other 
insects. 

 Clapboards were found to be loose in isolated 
locations (Figure 85). 

 Deterioration of several wood elements 
including door and window sills was observed 
(Figure 86 and Figure 87). 

 A piece of glass is missing in the north 
casement window on the west elevation 
(Figure 88). 

 
FIGURE 84. Likely insect damage to wood clapboard 
just above the foundation. 

 
FIGURE 85. Loose attachment of clapboards. 
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FIGURE 86. Severe wood decay at north door sill. 

 
FIGURE 87. Significant splitting of wood window sills. 

 
FIGURE 88. Missing glass pane at west elevation. 

 Broken joinery at the sash of the southern 
second floor casement window on the east 
elevation was observed (Figure 89). 

 Minor cupping of cedar shake roof shingles 
was observed (Figure 90) 

 Deterioration of the glazing on double hung 
windows was present on the first floor 
(Figure 91). 

 Loose stone is present in several locations 
along the foundation (Figure 92). 

 Minor, isolated separation between mortar 
and brick masonry units was observed in the 
upper portion of the chimney (Figure 93).  

 Biological growth was observed on the lower 
stone portion of the chimney (Figure 94). 

 Loose and damaged wiring was found in the 
crawlspace below the house (Figure 95).  

 
FIGURE 89. Broken wood window sash at the second 
floor. 

 
FIGURE 90. Cupping of wood roof shingles. 
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FIGURE 91. Deteriorated glazing putty at the 
windows. 

 
FIGURE 92. Loose foundation stones not secured by 
mortar. 

 
FIGURE 93. Minor, isolated separation between 
mortar and brick masonry units was observed in the 
upper portion of the chimney. 

 
FIGURE 94. Plant growth at the chimney. 

 
FIGURE 95. Unsupported wiring under the house. 

The following notable conditions were observed at 
the interior of Hoskins House: 

 Isolated deterioration was observed in the 
exposed wood logs (Figure 96) 

 Loose and cracked chinking was observed on 
the first level of the house (Figure 97 and 
Figure 98). 

 Areas of missing chinking were observed on 
the second level of the house (Figure 99 and 
Figure 100). 

 Minor cracking was observed along the stone 
joints on the interior of the fireplace 
(Figure 101).  

 Deterioration of wood and open gaps were 
observed at the base of the two wood doors 
(Figure 102). 
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FIGURE 96. Splitting and decay at wood logs. 

 
FIGURE 97. Cracking of chinking. 

 
FIGURE 98. Detached and loose chinking. 

 
FIGURE 99. Missing chinking at the top of the second 
floor walls. 

 
FIGURE 100. Missing chinking at the second floor. 

 
FIGURE 101. Minor cracking was observed along the 
stone joints on the interior of the fireplace. 
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FIGURE 102. Wood deterioration and open gaps 
covered by heavy cloth. 
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