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Foreword 

We are pleased to make available this Historic Structure Report, part of our ongoing effort to provide 
comprehensive documentation for the historic structures and cultural landscapes of National Park 
Service units in the Southeast Region. A number of individuals contributed to the successful completion 
of this work, but we would particularly like to thank the Project Team who authored the report. The 
authors would like to thank the staff at the Guilford Courthouse National Military Park who assisted 
with the project, including Superintendents Charles Cranfield (retired) and Doyle Sapp (current), Park 
Historian John Durham, and the Park staff who assisted with the inspection of the Coble Barn and its 
environs.  We like to also thank our partner Eastern National represented by Nancy Stewart.  Additional 
thanks to Historical Architect Danita Brown, AIA, of the Southeast Regional Office for her assistance. 
We hope that this study will prove valuable to park management in ongoing efforts to preserve the 
buildings and to everyone in understanding and interpreting these unique resources. 
 
 
Dan Scheidt, Chief 
Cultural Resources, Partnerships and Science Division 
Southeast Regional Office 
2015 
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Physical Description and Condition Assessment 

Site 

Coble Barn is located in the western portion of 
Guilford Courthouse National Military Park and is 
one of three structures that make up the Hoskins 
Farmstead site (Figure 5). The other two 
structures, Hoskins House and a small kitchen, are 
situated to the east of Coble Barn (Figure 6). A 
small fenced garden is located directly north of the 
barn with a wood-frame garden shed adjacent to 
the garden (Figure 7 and Figure 8). A blacksmith 
shed sits between the barn and the Hoskins House 
(Figure 9). North of the blacksmith shed is a utility 
area enclosed by wood fencing (Figure 10). 

 
FIGURE 5. View of the Hoskins Farmstead site from 
the south. 

 
FIGURE 6. The blacksmith shed (right), Hoskins House 
(center), and summer kitchen (left). 

 
FIGURE 7. The garden west of the house. 

 
FIGURE 8. Garden shed, with the corner of the Coble 
Barn at left. 
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FIGURE 9. The blacksmith shed. 

 
FIGURE 10. At center, the fenced utility enclosure. 

The site is characterized by a manicured turf lawn 
with scattered trees throughout (Figure 11). In 
addition, a grove of trees is situated northwest of 
the barn near the intersection of New Garden 
Road, which runs north of the farmstead, and 
Battleground Avenue, which runs to the west. 
Split-rail fencing surrounds most of the 
farmstead’s north, east, and south boundaries 
(Figure 12 and Figure 13). A concrete-paved path 
leads to the Hoskins Farmstead site from the 
nearby Colonial Heritage Center (Figure 14 and 
Figure 15). A paved parking lot sits to the east of 
the Colonial Heritage Center with direct access to 
Green Acres Lane to the south, with a curved 
driveway connecting the lot to New Garden Road 
to the north.  

 
FIGURE 11. The site is characterized by a manicured 
lawn with scattered trees. 

 
FIGURE 12. Split-rail fencing edges the property along 
New Garden Road. 

 
FIGURE 13. Split-rail fencing and interpretive signage 
is also present on the site. 
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FIGURE 14. Paved path to the house. 

 
FIGURE 15. The Colonial Heritage Center. 

Exterior Evaluation 

Coble Barn is a one-and-one-half story double pen 
log structure with a gable roof clad with wood 
shingles. The barn sits on a stone foundation 
present at the corners of the structure (Figure 16 
and Figure 17). An open bay is present at the 
center of the barn. The building has a rectangular 
plan measuring approximately 48 feet long by 
22 feet wide.  The structure is oriented with its end 
gables on a north-south axis.  The south and north 
gable ends are clad with wood clapboard siding. A 
wood forebay roof extends from the east elevation 
just below the main gable roof.  

 
FIGURE 16. Coble Barn from the southeast. 

 
FIGURE 17.  The stone foundation present at a corner 
of the structure. 

The walls of Coble Barn are comprised of square-
cut logs generally 6 inches wide (Figure 18). The 
ends of each log are dovetailed, allowing the logs 
to interlock at the corners, as well as at other areas 
where multiple logs intersect. 

 
FIGURE 18. Square-cut logs along the north elevation 
of the barn. 
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The east elevation consists of an open center bay, 
18 feet wide, that extends to the bottom of the 
forebay roof, approximately 11 feet high 
(Figure 19).  Eleven logs, set horizontally, are 
visible, with the top log spanning the entire 
elevation over the open center bay. Small 
doorways, approximately 5 feet tall and 3 feet 
6 inches wide are centered on the two outer bays 
that flank the open bay (Figure 20  and Figure 21). 
Wood doors consisting of vertical wood planks are 
present in each doorway. The doors open into the 
building (Figure 22). Lumber is present at the 
jambs of the door, with wood pegs connecting the 
jamb members to adjacent logs (Figure 23). The 
logs at the head and sill of each doorway are 
notched, allowing the height of the door opening 
to be larger. A wood-framed forebay roof, located 
above the open bay and spanning the width of the 
elevation extends east from the building. Four logs 
extend from the barn and support a wood beam 
that in turn supports the roof joists. The forebay 
roof is clad with wood shingles. 

 
FIGURE 19. The east elevation of Coble Barn. 

 
FIGURE 20. Partial east elevation showing the south 
outer bay. 

 
FIGURE 21. Partial east elevation showing the north 
outer bay. 
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FIGURE 22. A wood doorway on the east elevation. 

 
FIGURE 23. The jamb at a wood doorway. Note the 
wood pegs. 

The north elevation of the barn consists of 
fourteen logs that span the entire elevation 
(Figure 24).  Wood clapboard siding is present at 
the gable, with five half-moon-shaped cutouts 
present near the peak of the gable (Figure 25). The 
eleventh log from grade extends to the east and 
serves as a support for the forebay roof on the east 
elevation. The structure of the forebay roof is 
visible from the north elevation (Figure 26).  The 
ends of a series of logs running north-south and 
supporting an interior loft are visible above the 
sixth log from grade. As a result of the load placed 
on it, this log is bowed, with the center of the sixth 
log resting on the fifth log below. 

 
FIGURE 24. The north elevation of Coble Barn. 

 
FIGURE 25. Wood clapboard siding at the gable end. 

 
FIGURE 26. The structure of the forebay roof. 

The west elevation consists of fourteen logs laid 
horizontally, with the top four logs extending the 
length of elevation spanning over the center bay 
(Figure 27). The open center bay that runs east-
west through the Coble Barn is visible at the center 
of the west elevation. The opening is 
approximately 18 feet wide and 11 feet high. The 
stone foundation is visible at the corners of the 
barn as well as at each side of the open bay.  The 
roof joist ends are visible at the top of the 
elevation. 
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FIGURE 27. The west elevation of Coble Barn. 

Like the north elevation, the south elevation 
consists of fourteen logs that span the length of the 
entire elevation (Figure 28). The stone foundation 
is visible at the corners of the building at the base 
of the elevation. Wood clapboard siding is present 
at the gable, with five half-moon-shaped cutouts 
present near the peak of the gable (refer to 
Figure 25). The eleventh log from grade extends to 
the east and serves as a support for the forebay 
roof on the east elevation.  This log is bowed 
upward, with the center of the eleventh log 
touching the bottom of the twelfth log directly 
above. The structure of the forebay roof is visible 
from the north elevation.  The ends of a series of 
logs running north-south and supporting an 
interior loft are visible above the sixth log from 
grade. 

 
FIGURE 28. The south elevation of Coble Barn. 

The roof structure of Coble Barn consists of log 
joists that support wood sleepers, which in turn 
support the wood shake shingles atop the gable 
roof (Figure 29 through Figure 31). 

 
FIGURE 29. An interior view of the roof structure. 

 
FIGURE 30. Log joists meeting the walls at the base of 
the roof. 

 
FIGURE 31. The open soffit at the roof. Note the 
exposed log joists. 

Above each door opening to the enclosed pens of 
the barn, a sheet metal lantern hangs from a 
wrought iron strap nailed to the log walls 
(Figure 32). The lanterns are modern 
reproductions of historic light fixtures. 
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FIGURE 32. Lantern above the door to the southwest 
pen. 

Interior Evaluation 

The interior of Coble Barn is divided into four 
spaces, including the open-air center bay. Two 
enclosed pens are present south of the center bay, 
with a single enclosed pen north of the center bay. 
Lofts are present above the center bay as well as 
both the south and north pens. 

The pen to the north of the open bay is 
approximately 20 feet long and 13 feet wide.  The 
walls of the north pen are exposed logs and the 
floor is wood planks (Figure 33). The wood plank 
floors are supported by logs laid on the earth 
below. A loft is located over the north pen and is 
accessed by a wood ladder, which is located near 
the southeast corner of the pen (Figure 34).  

 
FIGURE 33. A view of the north pen. 

 
FIGURE 34. The loft above the north pen. 

The center bay, approximately 18 feet wide and 22 
feet long, is a covered, open air space. The north 
and south walls consist of wood logs matching the 
size and style of those seen on the exterior of the 
building. There is no finished floor in the center 
bay. The ceiling of the center bay consists of 
exposed log beams and the underside of the floor 
in the loft space above (Figure 35). An opening in 
the ceiling extends from near the north wall to the 
south wall in the center of the bay. The wood-
framed opening visible in the north loft can be 
seen near the center of the north wall of the center 
bay. An additional opening is present in the south 
wall (Figure 36). A door near the west end of the 
south wall connects the center bay to the 
southwest pen (Figure 37).  The short doorway, 
approximately 5 feet tall and 3 feet 6 inches wide, 
contains a wood door constructed of vertical 
wood planks. Lumber is present at the jambs of the 
door, with wood pegs connecting the jamb 
members to the adjacent logs. Situated near the 
top of the wall, a wood grille covers a small 
opening centered on the south wall of the center 
bay (Figure 38). A similar grille is centered on the 
north wall. 
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FIGURE 35. The ceiling of the center bay. 

 
FIGURE 36.  A wood-framed opening in the south 
wall of the center bay. 

 
FIGURE 37. The south wall of the center bay. 

 
FIGURE 38. The south wall of the center bay. 

The southwest pen is accessed from the center bay 
through a door opening along the north wall of the 
southwest pen (refer to Figure 37). The door 
swings into the pen. The southwest pen, 
approximately 10 feet wide and 13 feet long, has 
exposed log walls (Figure 39). Wood shingles have 
been fastened to the logs on the south and west 
walls to cover the openings between the logs. 
Shingles were also placed along the bottom of 
these walls to cover the opening between the 
bottom logs and the ground. There is no finished 
floor in the southwest pen (Figure 40). The ceiling 
is unfinished, with log beams and the underside of 
the loft floor above visible (Figure 41). Some of the 
log beams are smaller diameter members with bark 
remaining on the log. Due to a lack of dovetail 
engagement with the rest of the structure, it 
appears that these bark-covered logs are non-
original elements, while every third log beam is 
original. The floor of the loft above is plywood. 

 
FIGURE 39. The southwest pen. 
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FIGURE 40. The floor of the southwest pen. 

 
FIGURE 41. The ceiling of the southwest pen. 

Accessed through the door at the south end of the 
east elevation, the southeast pen is approximately 
10 feet deep and 13 feet long (Figure 42). The walls 
are exposed logs, while the floor is unfinished. The 
ceiling consists of exposed log beams and the 
underside of the plywood floor of the loft area 
above (Figure 43). A hollowed-out log feeding 
trough is present along the north wall of the 
southeast pen (Figure 44). A wood grille is present 
above the feeding trough and may have been used 
to hold hay or animal feed. 

 
FIGURE 42. The southeast pen. 

 
FIGURE 43. The ceiling in the southeast pen. 

 
FIGURE 44. The feeding trough and grille in the 
southeast pen. 

The loft over the open center bay has wood plank 
flooring, with an opening near the center of the 
loft that extends almost the full width of the space 
(Figure 45 and Figure 46). The underside of the 
roof is visible throughout the lofts (Figure 47). Log 
walls extend east to west on either side of the 
center loft. The walls, four logs in height, separate 
the center loft from the lower lofts above the south 
and north pens. An aluminum ladder stored in the 
building connects the south loft to the center bay 
loft.  



Physical Description and Condition Assessment 

36   Historic Structure Report: Coble Barn 

 
FIGURE 45. The loft over the center bay. 

 
FIGURE 46. The opening near the center of the loft 
over the center bay. 

 
FIGURE 47. The loft over the center bay. 

The loft above the two south pens is accessed by a 
ladder in the southeast pen. The loft has a 
plywood floor and exposed log walls. The south 
loft is open to the loft above the center bay to the 
north (Figure 48 and Figure 49). 

 
FIGURE 48. A view of the loft over the southwest pen. 

 
FIGURE 49. The loft over the southeast pen. 

The north loft is supported by wood logs that span 
the width of the north pen.  Wood planks 
supported on the wood logs form the floor of the 
north loft (Figure 50).  A framed opening is present 
in the south wall of the north loft. A wood grille 
covers the opening, which is also visible from the 
center bay. 

 
FIGURE 50. The floor joists at the north loft. 
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Condition Assessment  

The following notable conditions were observed at 
the exterior of Coble Barn: 

 Severe decay of logs was observed throughout 
the perimeter walls of the structure. 
Numerous logs were found to be hollow, with 
significant section loss (Figure 51 through 
Figure 54). Based on the observations 
conducted for this study, the extent of severe 
deterioration is quantified as follows: 

o North wall: 10 of 14 logs have severe 
deterioration. 

o West wall, north half: 8 of 15 logs have 
severe deterioration. 

o West wall, south half: 10 of 15 logs have 
severe deterioration. 

o South wall: 11 of 14 logs have severe 
deterioration. 

o East wall, south half: 8 of 14 logs have 
severe deterioration. 

o East wall, north half: 9 of 14 logs have 
severe deterioration. 

 Severe decay of log rafters that comprise the 
roof structure was observed (Figure 55). Five 
of the forty-two rafters (twenty-one each side) 
were found to be severely decayed and mostly 
hollow. 

 
FIGURE 51. A severely deteriorated log. 

 
FIGURE 52. A severely deteriorated, hollow log. 

 
FIGURE 53. A hollowed-out log. 

 
FIGURE 54. A severely deteriorated log. 



Physical Description and Condition Assessment 

38   Historic Structure Report: Coble Barn 

 
FIGURE 55. A deteriorated log rafter. 

 Deflection of the log supporting the cross 
beams below the north loft was observed. The 
bottom of the log at its center was observed to 
be resting on the log below (Figure 56). 

 Deflection of the log beam that extends to 
support the forebay roof on the south 
elevation was observed (Figure 57). The top of 
the log at its center was observed to be in 
contact with the log above. 

 Deterioration of the clapboard siding at both 
the north and south gables was observed 
(Figure 58). 

 A number of wood shingles on both the main 
roof and forebay roof were found to be 
decayed and missing (Figure 59). 

 Deterioration was observed at the door sill at 
the north door at the east elevation 
(Figure 60). 

 Bowing of the log beams supporting the 
forebay roof was observed (Figure 61). 

 
FIGURE 56. Deflection of a log along the north 
elevation. 

 
FIGURE 57. Upward deflection of a log beam along 
the south elevation. 

 
FIGURE 58. Deterioration of the clapboard siding at 
the gable end. 
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FIGURE 59. A view of decayed and missing wood roof 
shingles. 

 
FIGURE 60. Deteriorated log door sill at the north 
pen. 

 
FIGURE 61. Bowing of the forebay roof. 

The following notable conditions were observed at 
the interior of Coble Barn: 

 Severe decay was observed on the interior side 
of the logs, particularly in the loft (Figure 62). 

 Severe decay of log floor joists over the open 
center bay was observed (Figure 63). 

 Shingles installed on the interior of the 
southwest pen were found to be in a state of 
decay, particularly those at the base of the 
walls (refer to Figure 40). 

 
FIGURE 62. Severe deterioration of the logs at the 
loft level. 

 
FIGURE 63. Severe decay of log floor joists. 
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