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Wolffia brasiliensis Wedd. was recently fourid at two sites in the District of

Columbia. These are believ

to be the first/,-r’écam‘f‘th&vascmar plant

n 21 Octoben:?ff999 it was found in Anacostia Park in

/

species from the District.
the small remnant swamp just eas't'_al/léort Lincoln Cemetery, just north of New
York Avenue, and south of the Prince Georges County, Maryland line. This area
has been historical referred to as the Reform School Swamp. It was observed to
be abundant at this site along the edge of the wetland floating on still water in
association with Ludwigia palustris (L.) Elliott. On 25 October 1999 the same
species was found in a small lily display pond near the visitor's center at the
Kenilworth Aquatic Gardens. Specimens (Steury 991021.2 and 991025.2) were
collected and sent to Larry Davenport at Samford University who confirmed their

identifications. The specimens were deposited at the Birmingham Botanical

Gardens Herbarium (BBG).

HERMANN (1946), Hitchcock and Standley (1919), Fleming and Kanal (1992

1948
and 1995), the District of Columbia Natural Heritage Program Satabase and

A
Kartesz's 8atabase do not cite this species for the District of Columbia and

searches of herbaria at MARY, NA, NY, PH, TAWS and US uncovered no District




of Columbia specimens of this taxon. Herbarium acronyms in this note follow

Holmgren et al. (1990).

This herbaceous member of the family Lemnaceae is commonly known as
Brazilian Watermeal. It is a free-floating, aquatic plant which reaches a maximum
size of 1.5 mm and has no veins or roots. Reproduction is almost entirely by
budding in a reproductive pouch on the upper surface of the plant. Although
rarely, it can produce flowers, thus qualifying as North America’s smallest
flowering plant. Recorded along the East Coast of the United States from
Massachusetts to Florida, extending e%ussf’&vifd to Nebraska and Texas and along
the West Coast from California to Washington, this species is known from 36 of
the contiguous United States. In Maryland thishtspeﬁés is known only from the
Coastal Plain in Worcester County (Brown and Brown 1984, Maryland Natural
Heritage Program Biological and Conservation Database 1998), from Charles
County (Steury 990513.2 US) and from Harford County (Steury 980529.6 US).
The species is ranked as “State Rare” by the Maryland Natural Heritage Program

(1994).

Kartesz (1994) lists three synonyms for Wolffia brasiliensis, these are
Bruniera punctata (Griseb.) Nieuwl., Wolffia papulifera C.H. Thomps., and Wolffia
punctata Griseb. Gleason and Cronquist (1991), Brown and Brown (1984) and
the Maryland Natural Heritage Progran%‘?‘é?ognize Wolffia papulifera and Wolffia

punctata as distinct taxa. Brown and Brown (1984) cite Wolffia punctata from the




District of Columbia however no specimens were found at the herbaria listed

above.
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