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What is an invasive plant and why should we care?
Invasive plants are non-native plants that grow quickly and aggressively, spreading and displacing other plants. They are
usually introduced by people, either by accident or on purpose, into a region far from their native habitat. Invasive plants
pose one of the greatest threats to park resources. They establish themselves in locations where native plants would
normally grow, creating dire conditions for many native species. Invasive plants can steal water and other resources from
the native plants and may increase the likelihood of wildfires, often making it more difficult for native plants to survive.
This guide is intended to assist in the identification of invasive plants within the national park units of the Mojave Desert Network.

How to use this guide:
Each species, color-coded by life-form (gﬂmdbalb, tirag, orffegl), is presented on the front and back of a single
card, with the scientific and common names located on the top panel. The front side of each card lists distinguishing
characteristics with bolded words highlighting traits that are most visible. Corresponding photos are included to aid in
identification. The front page also contains a quick reference section listing parks that the species is either known to be
found ('Known Parks') or has the potential to be found (' Watch For In'), a figure showing the average height of the plant,
and the best time of year to see the plant growing/flowering. The back side of each card has additional photos for further
identification, and habitat information indicating where the plant is likely to be found. The 'Don't Confuse' section
contains a description and photos of look-alike native species that may be present within the park to help distinguish
them from the targeted invasive plants. For a full list of photo credits used in this guide, please visit: http://go.nps.gov/mojn-ipg
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Plant: Also called Mediterranean
steppegrass; erect growth (not usually
clumped)

Stems/Branches: 10-30 cm (4-12 in)
long

Leaves: Can be densely hairy, 5-15 cm (2-6
in) long, <1.5 mm (<% in) wide

Flowers: Dense flower clusters with long
bristles; 3-15 cm (1-6 in) long; bristles bend

when mature

Fruit/Seeds: Not used for the identification
of grasses within this guide
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Habitat: Disturbed
areas, roadsides, fields

'_,ma!ture"', bé"ht bristles
'= of},‘.\fcapepse -

flower of
A capense
with long
bristles

Don’t Confuse With Natives:

Foxtail barley Squirreltail
(Hordeum: jubatumi) (Elyrmus elymordes)
Loosely clumped growth Densely clumped growth

loosely cIumped\growth
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Plant: Forms dense stands; turns from green to tan
as it dries in fall/winter

Stems/Branches: Erect, smooth stems, 1-4 cm
("5-1% in) thick

Leaves: Upto 0.5m (1% ft) long & 2.5-5 cm (1-2 in)
wide; distinct pale green area where leaves attach
to stem

Flowers: Brown to tan; erect,
feathery clusters 0.3-1 m (1-3% ft)
long of many small flowers

Fruit/Seeds: Not used for the
identification of grasses within this
guide
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Habitat: Disturbed areas, springs,

river banks

y 7z .
£ palexgreen

Jarea where‘
leaves attach
to §tem

Don’t Confuse With Native:

Common reed
(LPlragmites australis)

straw colored when dry

All parts ~3 times smaller than giant reed
flowers red to tan & drooping (not erect)



Plant: Erect growth

Stems/Branches: Upto 1.5m
(~5 ft) long; may have sparse hairs

Leaves: 10-45 cm (4-173% in)
long & 1.2 cm (%2 in) wide

Flowers: 18-32 mm (%-134 in)
long, drooping; 2-3 slender
bristles, each 25-40 mm (1-1.5in)
long

Fruit/Seeds: Not used for the identification of grasses
within this guide

Wild oat field

JOMRAIFAKERNMOYA

Winterk='Summer

Marchi=une



Habitat: Disturbed areas, roadsides, fields, grassland Don’t Confuse With Native:

Native and non-native grasses are difficult to
distinguish if flowers are not present.

flowers
with slender:
bristles




Plant: Can form dense stands

Stems/Branches: <80 cm (21 ft)
long, hairs on lower stems

Leaves: 3.5-27 cm (1%-10% in) long
& 1-9 mm (Y&-% in) wide

Flowers: 13-25 cm (5-10in) long,
drooping; slender bristles extending
30-55 mm (1%-2% in) past flower

Fruit/Seeds: Not used for the
identification of grasses within this guide
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Habitat: Disturbed areas, roadsides, fields, grassland Don’t Confuse With Native:

Native and non-native grasses are difficult to
distinguish if flowers are not present.

drooping flowers

longbristles
extending
from flowers




Plant: Usually grows in clumps

Stems/Branches: <50 cm
(19%2 in) long, fuzzy hairs on lower

stems

Leaves: 4-10 cm (2-4 in) long &
1-4 mm (<% in) wide

Flowers: 20-50 mm (34-2 in) long,
arranged in dense clusters; slender
bristles extending 10-25 mm (-1 in)
past flower; mature flowers turn red

Fruit/Seeds: Not used for the identification of grasses within this guide

DEVA OMRAIFAKES
MANZIVIOYASPARAS

Winter=iSpring

Eebruany&VApril



Habitat: Disturbed areas, roadsides, fields Don’t Confuse With Native:

flower cluster Native and non-native grasses are difficult to
distinguish if flowers are not present.

imaturelflowencluster




DEVA}GRBAY
JOIMRNIPAKES
Plant: Can form dense stands Cheatgrassfield MANZ MOUAS PARA

Stems/Branches: Have  NTAE N b (7 Spring-\kall
short, soft hairs N A s A L

Aprilslune
Leaves: 4-16 cm (2-6 in)

long & 2-4 mm (<" in) wide

Flowers: 5-10 cm (2-8 in)

long, drooping; slender Wi v YR N X , ’

bristles extending 8-18 WS Vb 58 DRI " It .
mm (<% in) past flower ' ot Y7 ;

Fruit/Seeds: Not used for the identification of grasses Y]
within this guide r
|




Habitat: Disturbed areas, roadsides, o Don’t Confuse With Native:

fields T Native and non-native grasses are difficult to
7 1 : distinguish if flowers are not present.




Plant: Densely clumped growth

Stems/Branches: 20-40 cm
(7-15in) long

Leaves: <1.8 m (6 ft) long &
3-13 mm (%-%2 in) wide, drooping,
have sharp edges

Flowers: dense, feathery
flower clusters 0.3-1.3 m (1-4 ft)
long, white to tan

Fruit/Seeds: Not used for the
identification of grasses within this

7 J
densely clumped growth \with drooping;leaves

DEVA

IPAKE
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Pamp aAS Zrass (Cortaderia selloana) Grass Family - Poaceae

] Don’t Confuse With

L Native:

Common reed
(LPliragmites australis)

Sandy areas,
landscaped areas (commonly
planted as an ornamental)

Plant not clumped; all parts
5-10 times smaller than
Pampas grass; flowers
loosely clustered

grass. .
dense, \' Ry

feathery\ TVi¥
flower clusters

For full list of photo credits, visit: htp.://go.nps.gov/mojn-ipg Perennial



DEVA OMRAIFAKES
MANZIVIOYASPARAS

Plant: Forms mats

Springl=ikall
Stems/Branches: Can grow erect

or creep along ground W AR £ 3 N : Junel-'September;

Leaves: <6 cm (24 in) long & <6 mm
(Y5 in) wide; pointed tips

[

ass plant .

Flowers: 2.57.5cm (1-3in) long;, TR g AT e s
4-7 thin flowering stems - T :
radiating out from a single point % ‘ = 1S _ .

- 3 ‘. ¥ "I 5 K 3 X
Fruit/Seeds: Not used for the X B Pe ) r/‘

identification of grasses within this guide




Habitat: Disturbed areas, ! floweringistems Don’t Confuse With
landscaped areas (commonly ; radiateloutifrom Native:

lanted as an ornamental i aisinglelpointis
P ) - Salt grass
(Distichlis sprcata)

; Dense flower clusters;
flowering stems do not
radiate from a single point

, flovyering stems
y flowering OffSaltigrass I,

Salt gra;ss!de! ln! !s!e!

ilower cluster




Plant: Loosely clumped
Stems/Branches: Smooth, erect

Leaves: Sometimes covered with short
hairs

Flowers: Dense flower clusters
closely attached to stem; have stiff
bristles. H. marinum and H. murinum

flowers erect; H. vulgare flowers nodding.

Fruit/Seeds: Not used for the
identification of grasses within this guide
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erect/flower &lbristles
of H. maripnum,

erect flower & bristles
of H. murinum

DEVA OMRAIFAKES
MANZINMOYATPARA

GRBA
EallF=AWinter

JanuanySNovember



Barley (Hordeum spp.)

Disturbed areas, roadsides,
fields

~large nodding
flowers of
~ H.vulgare

Grass Family - Poaceae

Don’t Confuse With Natives:

Foxtail barley
(Hordeun: jubatum)

Bristles longer and less stiff
than H. marinum & H. murinum

Squirreltail
(Elyrmus elymordes)

=l T

For full list of photo credits, visit: htp.://go.nps.gov/mojn-ipg

nodding
flowers
with longer
bristles;

o dried

bristles turn
outward
from flower

{ cluster

Annual



IPAKE

Plant: Densely clumped

growth DEVARIOINR:

Stems/Branches: BN ; % YearRound

Multi-branched
JulyFINevember;

Leaves: 30-50 cm (11-20 in)
long & 2-13 mm (V&-Y2 in) wide

Flowers: 2-13 cm (34-5 in)
long, purple, arranged in
dense clusters

Fruit/Seeds: Not used for the |dent|f|cat|on of grasses within thls gu|de !




Buffe lgr ASS (Pennisetum ciliare)

landscaped areas (commonly planted as an

Disturbed areas, roadsides,

ornamental)

cluister

Grass Family - Poaceae

Don’t Confuse With Native:

Alkali sacaton Flowers

(Sporobolus arroides) arranged in
loose clusters

N’// ©

o\\ It
W

q /i !
looselflower clusters L)

For full list of photo credits, visit: htp.://go.nps.gov/mojn-ipg Perennial



Plant: Densely clumped growth

Stems/Branches:
Have fine hairs where leaves attach to stems

Leaves: slender, 20-65 cm (8-26 in) long &
2-3.5 mm (<% in) wide; have sharp edges

Flowers: Arranged in dense clusters 8-30 cm
(3-12 in) long, white to purple; each flower has

many stiff bristles

Fruit/Seeds: Not used for the identification of
grasses within this guide

P’seta

S 1A
ceum'densel;
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DEVATIMOJA
YearRound
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Fountain gY'ASS (Zennisetum setacenrn)

Disturbed areas, springs,
river banks, landscaped areas (commonly
planted as an ornamental)

Grass Family - Poaceae

Don’t Confuse With Natives: flowersllack

Alkali sacaton
(Sporobolus arrordes)
N ¥

stiff; brlstles
California satintail P

(Inperata brevifolia)

Flowers lack stiff
bristles; spreading
(not densely clumped)

For full list of photo credlts, Visit: http://go.nps.gov/mojn-ipg Perennial



DEVATIGRBASH OIlR?
FAKERAMOYATPARAS
Plant: Typically found in small bunches
Springl=ikall
Stems/Branches: Generally round, hollow
Aprilsi@ctobern

Leaves: 1-20.5 cm (4-8 in) long & 4-6 mm
(~Ya in) wide, often rough & prickly

Flowers: Densely packed cluster <18 cm (7

in) long, soft & downy looking, green to tan; e Ay (Al
many small flowers, each <4 mm (% in) long, 2 VTR e ‘ ' : .
slender bristles extending from the tip <1 cm (5 7

in) long N\ R ' ‘ _ /F

Fruit/Seeds: Not used for the identification e S r
/|

of grasses within this guide




Rabbitsfoot grass (Pobypogon monspeliensis) Grass Family - Poaceae

bl
Developed areas, springs Don’t Confuse
With Native:
bun{ched growth & bristles on flower clusters
California satintail
(Lnperata brevifolia)

Spreading (not bunched)
growth; flowers lack
brist

=

soft, downy.
looking flowver:

cluster,

e
%Grass For full list of photo credits, visit: htp.://go.nps.gov/mojn-ipg Annual



Plant: Robust; forms dense clumps
Stems/Branches: 2-4 m (6-13 ft) long

Leaves: <0.8 m(30in)long & 2.5 cm (1 in)
wide; soft hairs where leaves attach to stem,
sometimes has white stripe down middle of
leaf

Flowers: white to tan, erect, feathery clusters
0.6 m (24 in) long of many small flowers

Fruit/Seeds: Not used for the identification

of grasses within this guide 7%
s

iRavennaigrassiplant

DEVA

FAKERMOYATIPARAS

Springf=iEall

September=@October



Ravenna gYaSS (Saccharum ravennae) Grass Family - Poaceae

Don’t Confuse
With Native: j

Common reed
(Phiragrites australis)

Springs, washes, river banks

v/ il

W L ram

= /4

e -

All parts ~3 times smaller
than Ravenna grass;

. flowers red-tan & nodding;
\ lacks clumped growth

For full list of photo credits, visit: htp.://go.nps.gov/mojn-ipg Perennial



Plant: Low growing

Stems/Branches: Round & slender,
<1 mm (<% in) wide

Leaves: <6 cm (2'5in) long & 2 mm
(Y& in) wide; sparse, fine hairs where leaves
attach to stem

Flowers: Dense clusters <5 cm (V4 in)
long

Fruit/Seeds: Not used for the
identification of grasses within this guide

DEVA OMRAIFAKES
MANZINMOYATPARA

Winterk='Summer

MarchEiNay;



Mediterranean grass (szmussp) Grass Family - Poaceae

fine hairs il Don’t Confuse With Native:
Disturbed areas, | Where Ieaves Native and non-native grasses are difficult to

sandy areas, washes AlY attach to stem distinguish if flowers are not present.

flowers of
S. barbatus

flowers of
S. arabicus

Grass For full list of photo credits, visit: Aztp://go.nps.gov/mojn-ipg Annual



Plant: Forms dense patches

Stems/Branches: 0.4-2 cm (Va-3 in) wide

Leaves: 10-50 cm (4-20 in) long & 0.5-3 cm
(Ya-1Ya in) wide, white stripe down middle of
leaf, edges feel sharp

Flowers: Loose flower cluster 10-50 cm
(4-20 in) long, tan to purple; often has single,
bent bristle extending from tip of each
flower

Fruit/Seeds: Not used for the

identification of grasses within this guide halepense

plant

Sorghum’

IPAKE

Springf=Eall
MayiVAugust:
(4



JOhnS ON ZYasSs (Sorgum halepense) Grass Family - Poaceae

Disturbed areas, roadsides, fields Don’t Confuse With Native:

Native and non-native grasses are difficult to
distinguish if flowers are not present.

close-up

of flowers,

each with 3 b

single > s s
bent &/

bristle (J4"% 7 Y/ 4 4 ﬁ N\
N F Vs \ ; _.’. . : ‘;'\

leayes
hayve
\White)

For full list of photo credits, visit: Attp:/go.nps.gov/imojn-ipg Perennial



Plant: Sprawls along ground, can climb
other plants

Stems/Branches: Stems have thorns

Leaves: ~15 cm (~6 in) long, dark green,
toothed edges, rough leaf surface; leaves

directly across from one another on stem

Flowers: Multicolored flower clusters,
white to pink or lavender, or yellow to orange;
2.5-5.cm (1-2 in) wide

Fruit/Seeds: ~6 mm (~" in) wide, round,
dark blue

leaves:& *
flowers

D) \V/:A\

FAKE

Springl= Summer

Marchi=iSeptember



Habitat: Disturbed areas, roadsides, developed/landscaped areas Don,tconfusw

(commonly planted as an ornamental) There are no similar looking
native species for Common
lantana

multi-colored flower clusters




Plant: Erect; leaves present all year,
toxic to humans

Stems/Branches: Grayish bark

Leaves: 5-21 cm (~2-8Y in) long, dark green;
narrow, thick, and leathery

Flowers: White, pink, or red;
2.5-5cm (~1-2 in) wide

Fruit/Seeds: Linear fruits
5-23 cm (~2-9 in) long; seeds light
and fluffy

DEVAYEAKE, MOJA

JOIMR

Year/Round

Junel-lOctober:



Don’t Confuse With Native:

There are no similar looking
native species for Oleander

Habitat: Disturbed areas, landscaped areas (commonly planted as
an ornamental)

Jeaves & X N . A L ¥ ;| flowerscanbe white, p|nk or!'ed
grayish bark e




Plant: Toxic to humans

Stems/Branches: Smooth, finely ridged,
often leafless

Leaves: 1-3 cm (<1%in) long, linear to oblong

Flowers: Yellow, 2-2.5 cm (~%-1 in) long,

fragrant

Fruit/Seeds: Fruits 4-11 cm
(1%2-4%2 in) long and ~0.5 cm (<%
in) wide; pea pod shaped, densely
covered with silvery hairs

PARA

D) \V/:A\

Springl= Summer

April =tJune



R . N
Habitat: Disturbed areas, roadsides, fields Don’t Confuse With Native:

There are no similar looking

yellow roV\:er§, native species for Spanish broom

N/ = Iineagr tojoblonglleaves
p |

10t

s




FAKE

Plant: Densely branched, shrub or small tree, |~ 888 s ” e DEVA
fragrant : :

Springl= Summer

Stems/Branches: Smooth, woody stems

At July/="Augusit
Leaves: Gray-green to dark green on top 2

and lighter green underneath, 5-15 cm (2-6
in) long; 5-7 leaves extending from a central

point (arranged in hand-like shape)

Flowers: Blue to
purple; arranged in
clusters ~18 cm (7 in)
long

¢
Fruit/Seeds: Off- R Ca 5 _ - b 7

white to brownish black . ‘ SRR « e




Don’t Confuse With Native:

Habitat: Developed areas, roadsides, washes, landscaped areas

(commonly planted as an ornamental) Bigleaf lupine
B (Lupinus polypliyllus)

Flower clusters less dense, individual flowers
larger than Lilac chastetree




Tree-o f-h eaven (ddantius altissima) Ao LT

5 DEVARMANZINMQUAS

Erect; emits strong odor when bark scraped or leaves Watch For In:
crushed JOMRAPAKE:
Growing Season:
Grayish brown with light spots that SpringEikall
become cracked with age Flowering Times:
MayiSuly)
Leaves directly across from one another on stem; Plant
5-17 cm (~2-6%: in) long, angle downward; dark shiny green on h  Height
top & lighter green underneath; smaller leaves often reddish & 10-82 ft
W (3-25 m)

Greenish yellow to white; loose flower
clusters up to 50 cm (~19% in) long of many small 2-3
mm (< '&in) individual flowers

Wing-shaped fruits 2.5 cm (1 in)
long, twisted into a loose spiral; green to straw-colored to
reddish brown

—
(S5eRW £3°|)
13949




Tree-o f - h eaven (Adanthus altissima) Quassia Family - Simaroubaceae
Don’t Confuse With Native:

Smooth sumac
(Rhus glabra)

Disturbed areas,
roadsides, fields

Smooth
sumac

berries
Dense clusters of

yellow flowers; [ —

red berries
s %smooth i !I
4 sumac :
2 flowers

For full list of photo credits, visit: htp.//go.nps.gov/mojn-ipg Perennial




Russian ol ive (Blaeagrnus angustifolia)

Silvery color

Smooth, reddish
brown, have long thorns

4-8 cm (~1%2-3 in) long, not directly
across from one another on stem; green to
silver, narrow and linear

Yellow, 5-10
mm (~'-% in) long, arranged
in clusters

Fruits
round, light green to yellow

Known Parks:
ERBA,
Watch For In:

Growing Season:
SphingSuUmmer
Flowering Times:

Maysriune)
Plant Height

~<23ft
B (<7 m)

(1w €8°1)
19949



Russian olive (&acagnus angustifoiia) Oleaster Family - Elaeagnaceae

Disturbed areas, roadsides, fields, wetlands Don’t Confuse With Native:
Desert willow No thorns; flowers white

(Salix exsona) pink; fruits are linear

b

1S exigual
flowers

yellow flower of'Russianjolive

For full list of photo credits, visit: ttp:/go.nps.gov/mojn-ipg Perennial




Plant: Erect, toxic to humans
ilreeltobaccol(singleiplant)

Stems/Branches: Smooth gray-green bark

[Leaves: 5-21 cm (~2-8% in) long, not directly across
from one another on stem; oblong to egg shaped,
grayish-green

ireeitobaccol(singlelplant)

Flowers: Tubular,
yellow, 3-3.5 cm
(~1%in) long

Fruit/Seeds: Fruits
7-15 mm (~234-6 in)
long, capsule shaped

IPAKERPARA

DEVAS OIMRAN ©UA
SPAnE) = SUMIET

WViermdn = NewaEmmocr

S



Tree tobacco Wiotianagiauca) Tobacco Family - Solanaceae
A e  Don’t Confuse With Native:

There are no similar looking
native species for Tree tobacco

Disturbed areas,
roadsides, wetlands, washes

oblong

& egg-
shaped
leaves

For full list of photo credits, visit: ttp:/go.nps.gov/mojn-ipg Perennial




Date P alm (Phoenix dactylyfera) KBE%AP

Erect IPAKES
Growing Season:
SpringliSuUmmen
Flowering Times:

WVemrdh = Neovammloar

Plant Height
~<100 ft
\ (<30 m)

Single trunk,
no branches; stems 4-6 m (~13-20 ft)

long

Palm frond 30 cm (~12 in)
long, sharp, pointed, waxy, narrow

Off white color, arranged
in feathery clusters

Fruits green to yellow,
3-7 cm (~1-234 in) long, shaped like
grapes, arranged in clusters

—
(S5eRW £3°|)
13949




Date P alm (Proenix dacryifera) Palm Family - Arecaceae
A& Don’t Confuse With Native:

Landscaped areas (commonly
planted as an ornamental), springs

There are no similar looking
native species for Date palm

£ "
@Trge For full list of photo credits, visit: ttp:/go.nps.gov/mojn-ipg Perennial



DEVATOMRAFAKE

Plant: Many branched VNP2, VIQUIAY, (AR

shrub or small tree, leaves not

present all year GRBA
Stems/Branches: e i S o SplingEISuUmmet;
Reddish brown bark; branches 5 Al R AT R o G

often purplish / : R e s g o MarchfAUgUSE

Leaves: 1.5-3.5 mm (<'in)
long, blue-green, branching,
overlapping, scale-like

Flowers: White to pink,
arranged in tightly packed
clusters 1.7-7 cm (2-234 in) long

e

Fruit/Seeds: Fruits <5 mm (<% in) long




Tamarisk/Saltcedar (zmaric ramosissima)

Disturbed areas,
roadsides,
washes, springs

overlapping)
€5

%Tree For full list of photo credits, visit: htp.//go.nps.gov/mojn-ipg

Tamarisk Family - Tamaricaceae

Don’t Confuse With Native:

There are no similar looking
native species for Tamarisk/
Saltcedar

Perennial



Ath el (zmarix apnyita)

Gray-green,
leaves present all year

Reddish brown to gray

~2mm (<
in) long, grayish, tightly
wrapped around stem,
scale-like

White to pink,

flowers clustered along
stem tip

Fruits <5

mm (<% in) long

.|

Known Parks:
DIEVZA, JOfiR, /A=
MOUASIPARA

Growing Season:
SpringEiSummer;
Flowering Times:
MayEpuly,

Plant Height

<40 ft
(<12 m)

S
{SIAUEG)
193 9



) 3 1 o
Habitat: Roadsides Don’t Confuse With Native:

washes, springs ; — There are no similar looking

native species for Athel
flower clusters %

> “scale-like
EEVESWET)
around'stems

7

enl

. s a v s B §
N " s ; Z
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%browm.g ‘leavesi&ific s e 2 B




California fan palm (wasngronia fiera)

Erect; considered native in DEVA (when belonging Californiajfan palms;

to a cultural landscape); native in MOJA & JOTR

No branches, single trunk
=

Waxy
fronds, 0.9-1.5m
(3-5 ft) long;
bunched at top of
trunk

10 mm (~%in) long, '
white or yellow clusters, drooping funnel shape

Black to beige-white, oval shaped,
arranged in clusters, 1.2 cm (~%2 in) long

Known Parks:

DEVATIOMR
IPAKER
Watch For In:

Growing Season:

\YearRound

Flowering Times:
Hune;
, Plant Height
N ~ <651 ft
(<20 m)

e
—
(slPPw £g'])
199} 9



California fan P alm ( Washingtonia filifera) Palm Family - Arecaceae
Don’t Confuse With Native:

Landscaped areas (commonly planted as an ornamental),

springs There are no similar looking native
RAR y species for California fan palm

2
9’17’66 For full list of photo credits, visit: ttp:/go.nps.gov/mojn-ipg Perennial



Russian knapwe ed (Acroptilon repens) @EMA:(“OW“ a

Watch For In:
GREAY, PARA
Growing Season:
Spifing) = Fll
Flowering Times:
Mayes
Plant Height

<3 ft
(<1 m)

O

Erect; densely branched
Cobwebby hairs

Not directly across from one another
on stem; lobed lower leaves 4-10 cm (1%2-4 in)

long, linear upper leaves 1-3 cm ( ~'4-1 in) long

Pink, lavender-blue, or white;
~15mm (%2 in) wide; green scales located below

colored part of flower

Seeds soft, white, have fine
bristles
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Ru S Sian knapwe e d (Acroptilon repens) Sunflower Family - Asteraceae

Disturbed areas, roadsides, fields Don’t Confuse With Native:

Hoary tansyaster
(Machaeranthera canescerns)

All leaves are same shape and size
3-10 cm (1%-4 in) long; flower
is purple with yellow center

For full list of photo credits, visit: A#p://go.nps.gov/mojn-ipg Perennial



Fivehook bassia (Basianyssopifoiia)

Erect, densely branched, e, efien dvmpad growith ef £ fyssepitel
gray-green v e

ok
Reddish to
brown stems

Not directly across from
one another on stem; flat and
coming to a point on the end,

5-60 mm (~'4-2"4 in) long

Flowers 1-2 mm (<& in)
long, fuzzy; arranged in clusters up

to 5 cm (~2 in) long

Star shaped fruit with <2 mm (<& in) long hook-shaped spines

Known Parks:
[DIEVA, ERBAY, [AKE
Watch For In:
JOIITR, IVIQUAY, PAR/A
Growing Season:
Surmmer = Fell
Flowering Times:
Jully =

Plant Height
<5 ft
(<1.5m)
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Fivehook bassia (Bassiaiyssopiforia) Goosefoot Family - Chenopodiaceae
Disturbed areas, roadsides, fields, wetlands Don’t Confuse With Native:

UCIEEIEEY  Seepweed
WOUEWEN  (Swaeda moguiniy)
fuzzy

flowers Leaves plump & rounded

(not flat & pointy)

For full list of photo credits, visit: A#p://go.nps.gov/mojn-ipg Annual



Burnin gbuSh (Bassia scoparia) Known Parks:

m  [DEVA, JOUR, LAXE
B. scoparia plant Watch For In:
| BEA, MA, PARA

Growing Season:
Surmmer = Fell
Flowering Times:
Dy =

L SEEES -, : : Plant Height

8-50 mm ('5-2 in) long, flat, linear; ==« <6 ft

not directly across from one another on stem "'f,‘ . o A (<2 m)
A= : :

Erect, gray-green

Green to red, sometimes
with white stripes

Each flower <2 mm (<% in) long;
flowers located between leaves on stem,
forming small clusters of yellow flowers

Fruits <2 mm (<% in),
knoblike or paper thin
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B urningb ush (Bassia scoparia) Goosefoot Family - Chenopodiaceae

Disturbed areas, knoblike & ® Don’t Confuse
roadsides, wetlands paper-thin fruits o With Native:

yellowjflowers located
between leaves

Seepweed
(Snaeda moguiniir)

leaves
plump
(not
flat)

e

- .
flat, lineardleaves

For full list of photo credits, visit: A#p://go.nps.gov/mojn-ipg Annual




S ah ara must ard (Brassica tournefortir) . IDEWQ,S
- MQ@JA,

Growing Season:
Whner = Sprfing
Flowering Times:

JanuanyLYApril

Erect

Stiff white hairs on stems

Plant Height
<~2ft

Deeply lobed, 7-30 cm (234-11%2 in) <0.7 m)
<0.7m

long, with bumps & short prickly hairs

8-14 mm ('5-%2 in) wide, dull yellow,
4 petals

Linear and cylindrical fruit, 3-7
cm (1%-234 in) long, fruits point up & away

(SJaJ,auJ €] l) 199} 9

ournefortii:erect plant with
from stem L g o DA )
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Sahara mustard (Bussicazourneforsi) Mustard Family - Brassicaceae

Don’t Confuse With Native:

California mustard
(Guillenia lasiop/ylla)

Disturbed areas,
roadsides, fields, sandy areas

White flowers; fruit point downward;
leaves arrow-shaped with no bumps or

3
g Forb For full list of photo credits, visit: A#p://go.nps.gov/mojn-ipg Annual



' Known Parks:
Hoary CresSsS (Cardaria draba)

Watch For In:
DEVA

Growing Season:
Felll - Sprfing
Flowering Times:
= JJully
Plant Height
<~1" ft
(<0.5m)

Erect

<0.5 m (<2 ft) tall,
covered with short hairs

Not directly across from one another
on stem; 8 cm (~3 in) long, toothed edges, base

of leaves wrap around stem

4 white petals, ~4 mm (~' in) long;
flowers arranged in clusters

Deflated balloon-shaped fruits, 1 46
~3 mm (~"&in) long _ M x /

(SJaJ,aLu €] L) 199} 9
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Ho ary Cress (Cardaria draba) Mustard Family - Brassicaceae

Don’t Confuse With Native:
Disturbed areas,

roadsides, fields There are no similar looking
native species for Hoary cress

" toothed
edges -

& wrap
around
stem at
base

% Forb For full list of photo credits, visit: Attp:/go.nps.gov/mojn-ipg Perennial



M Known Parks:
Musk thistle (carauus nuzans) GEEA

Erect Growing Season:

[l = SummEr
Flowering Times:

JuneE¥September

Plant Height
<~9% ft
(<3 m)

Stems have spines

10-40 cm (~4-15%4 in) long; not directly
across from one another on stem; deeply lobed,

spined

3-7 cm (1%-234 in) wide, pink-purple
nodding flower

Seeds O
soft, white, have fine bristles
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MuSk thiStle (Carduus nutans) Sunflower Family - Asteraceae

| spinedstem : 3 Don’t Confuse With Native:
Disturbed areas, EEMIRATeS : . : Flowers white or
New Mexico thistle

roadsides, fields .
(Cirsium neomexicanum) ~ Pink-purple, erect
(not nodding)

a e

% Forb For full list of photo credits, visit: A#p://go.nps.gov/mojn-ipg Biennial



1 rensi K Parks:
Malta Star-thlstle (Centaurea melitensis) 5%%%; LK<,

hi Grayis h;‘g reen, evenly covered with Malta star-thistle with white; cottony. hairs IO, [PAIRA
JOR

Growing Season:
\Winte@¥Summen
Flowering Times:
AR IEISEptemben

Plant Height
<~3ft
(<1 m)

O

F

Edges may be
winged

2-15 cm (~3-6 in) long, lobed

Yellow, 10-15 mm (~¥2-% in)
long; have thick spines 19 mm (~3%4 in)
long, reddish purple in color

Seeds soft, white, have fine
bristles

(SJaJ,aLu €] L) 199} 9




Malta star- thistle (Centaurea melitenss) Sunflower Family - Asteraceae

Disturbed areas, roadsides, fields Don’t Confuse With Native:
5.

There are no similar looking native
species for Malta star-thistle

close-up of stems
with winged edges

sharp
spinesfat: bas

plant has grayish-gre'e-.'c_lo 4

B

For full list of photo credits, visit: A#p://go.nps.gov/mojn-ipg Annual




Yellow Star-thistle (Centanrea solstitialis) Known Parks:

DISV/Ay, [PARA

Growing Season:
Summer = Wintar

Flowering Times:

JUNEE

Grayish-green; evenly
covered with white, cottony
hairs

Edges
may be winged
y wing Plant Height
<~6 ft
2-15 cm (~34-6 in) (<2 m)

long, deeply lobed

Yellow, 13-20 mm
(~Y2-%in) long; have thick spines
26 mm (~1in) long, yellowish to
straw-colored

(SJE)J,BUJ €] L) 199} 9

Seeds soft, white, have fine bristles




Yellow star-thistle (coranrea soistiriaiis) Sunflower Family - Asteraceae
Disturbed areas, roadsides, fields Don’t Confuse With Native:

There are no similar looking native
species for Yellow star-thistle

flower
RaWhite]

lnails

P

Forb For full list of photo credits, visit: A#p://go.nps.gov/mojn-ipg Annual



S pPoO tted kn apwee d (Centaurea stoebe ssp. micrant/os) Known Parks:

- EREA

Erect Watch For In:

PARAY

Densely branched Growing Season:

Spifing) = Fll

Not directly across from one another on stem; Flowering Times:

deeply lobed lower leaves 4-10 cm (172 -4 in) long, JUnE = QEeloar

linear upper leaves 1-3 cm (~'4-1 in) long; cobwebby Plant Height
hairs on young leaves; grayish-green in color <3ft
(<1 m)

Pink, lavender-blue, or white; ~15mm (¥ in)
wide; green scales located below colored part of flower

have dark tips

O

Seeds soft, white, have fine bristles

(SJaJ,auJ €] L) 199} 9

branched
plant




Sp otted kn apwee d (Ceﬂz‘ezurea stoebe ssp. mzcmﬂz‘/zos) Sunflower Family - Asteraceae
‘ G Don’t Confuse With Native:

Hoary tansyaster
(Mactaerantiera canescens)

All leaves are same shape and size
3-10 cm (1%-4 in) long; flower
is purple with yellow center

Disturbed areas, roadsides,

fields

unopened
flowers with
singlelopen M] i

flower \ %ﬁf\m

s %

Micanescensiflower, withiyellow

’/

Forb For full list of photo credits, visit: Attp://go.nps.gov/mojn-ipg Perennial



Canada thistle (G arvense)

Erect; densely branched
Smooth

5-20 cm (~2-8 in) long; irregular,
wavy, and toothed with prickly edges

Purple-pink; 1.5-2.5 cm (~%2-1 in)
wide; green scales below colored part of flower

Seeds
soft, white, have fine
bristles

soft white seeds 4

densely
branched

Known Parks:
ERBA

Watch For In:
PARA

Growing Season:
Spifing) = Fll
Flowering Times:
Aprl] =

Plant Height
<3ft
(<1 m)

9
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Canada thistle (Grsimarvense) Sunflower Family - Asteraceae
Don’t Confuse With Native:

There are no similar looking
native species for Canada thistle

Disturbed areas, roadsides,

river banks

close-upiof

smooth stems &
toothed leaves
with prlckIy edges l

iy toothed
purples ) leaves with
pink ¢ "} 4.0 prickly edges
flower Al

seedling with

=3 irregular/wavy.le ,
% Forb For full list of photo credits, visit: Attp:/go.nps.gov/mojn-ipg Perennial



Bull thistle (Cisim vuigare) Known Parks:

- R, JOTR, PARA

Erect; densely branched Growing Season:
Spifing) = Fll
Cobwebby hairs and Flowering Times:
spines JUNGE =
Spined, lobed lower leaves
15-25 cm (~%-1 in) long; upper leaves more Plant Height
~3-5 ft

spiny & deeply lobed
(1-1.5m)

Pink-purple; 2.5-5 cm (1-2 in)
wide; have dense, short spines 1-5 mm Q 7

(<% in) long

Seeds soft, white, have fine
bristles
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Bull thistle (Girsim vuigare) Sunflower Family - Asteraceae

Disturbed areas, fields edil AaVes Don’t Confuse With Native:
; i New Mexico thistle (Crrsiumr neomexicanum)
Plant height 1%2-10 ft (0.5-3 m); spines 4-15 mm

5 ? | : i I8
% Forb For full list of photo credits, visit: A#p://go.nps.gov/mojn-ipg

Biennial



i 1 3 K Parks:
Field bindweed (comvoruius arvensis) A, L, arks

VQUA

Growing Season:

Year Areunc

Flowering Times:

Ao tober

Stem Height
~1-2' ft
(0.3-0.8m)

Vine; mat-forming, can
climb other plants

Stems twist
and climb

Not directly across from
one another on stem, 2-3 cm
(~%-1% in) long, arrowhead

shaped, dull green

»

(SJaJ,auJ €] l) 199} 9

White to pink, funnel
shaped when open, 1.5-3 cm

(~%2-1 in) diameter

Tiny, tan fruit ~8mm (<% in) diameter =




Field b in dwe e d ( Convolvulus gryg;m;;) Morningglory Family - Convolvulaceae

= NN NS A" Al Hedge bindweed Extremely similar;
) ) = (Calystegia sepiuni) flowers larger:
3-7 cm (~1-234 in)
diameter;

leaves longer:
5-10 cm (~2-4 in)
long

longer:
leaves than
field bind-
weed

% Forb For full list of photo credits, visit: A#p://go.nps.gov/mojn-ipg Biennial



Re d stem fil aree (Erodim cicutarium)

Low growing
Green-reddish

3-10 cm (~1%-4 in) long,
deeply lobed, feathery

Pink to lavender, 3-5 mm
(~'%in) long; 2-10 flowers per flowering
stem

Long, pointy fruits;
long part of fruit curls into a spiral
when dried out

Known Parks:
DIEVA, ERA, JOTR,
[UAIE, [MVANZ,
MOIA, BYARA

Growing Season:

Year Rovne

Flowering Times:

Felorueny = June

Plant Height
~2 ft
(<0.6 m)

»
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Re d stem fil aree (Zrodium cicutarinm)

Geranium Family - Geraniaceae

Don’t Confuse With Native:

Texas filaree Round-shaped leaves,

(Erodium texanunm:) not deeply lobed or
feathery; larger flower
14-30 mm (~%2-1% in) wide

Disturbed areas, roadsides, fields, developed areas
(picnic areas, viewpoints, campgrounds)

lavender flowers,
ddish stems, &

\

&= {ufie ‘\ long, pointy fruits
Q Forb

For full list of photo credits, visit: A#p://go.nps.gov/mojn-ipg

Annual



Known Parks:

Aru g ula (Eruca vesicaria ssp. sativa)

-
Erect Watch For In:
Have fine, white Growing Season:
hairs Sring) = SUmmer
Flowering Times:
Deeply lobed MayL
Plant Height
2-4 cm (~34-1%2in ) wide, 0.5-3% ft
(0.2-1m)

white with purple veins

Fruits 12-25 mm (~%2-1in)
long, linear & cylindrical with pointed tip
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Arugula (Eruca vesicaria ssp. sativa) Mustard Family - Brassicaceae
Disturbed areas, Don’t Confuse With Native:

roadsides, fields

white'flower withipurple veins

There are no similar looking
native species for Arugula

-

fine white
hairs on
stems

For full list of photo credits, visit: htp.//go.nps.gov/mojn-ipg Annual



' Watch For In:
L ea fy S P u rge (EBuphorbia esula) GRBIY

Leafy. |/ by Growing Season:
spurge’y . el N SUmmEr
-plant: P

All parts have a
sticky milky sap when

cut, sap toxic to humans Flowering Times:

Junels
Plant Height
~2' ft
(<0.8 m)

Yellow-green, smooth

2-6 cm (~34-2% in) long, not directly across
from one another on stem, linear shaped, sometimes

hairy

Pale yellow to green, 1.5-2.5 mm (<'&in) Q
long, arranged in clusters

Fruits 3-5 mm (<% in) long, smooth,
pumpkin shaped with 3 lobes

(SJaJ,auJ €] L) 199} 9
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Leafy SPUYEE (Zuphrorbia esula) Spurge Family - Euphorbiaceae

Disturbed areas, roadsides, wetlands Don’t Confuse With Native:

There are no similar looking
native species for Leafy spurge

pale yellow to green flowers

flowers arranged in clusters

e -
g Forb For full list of photo credits, visit: A#p://go.nps.gov/mojn-ipg Perennial



Saltlover (Halogeton glomeratus)

Erect, densely branched, Lol .
green to bluish green X

Red
stems 6-25 cm (~2-10 in) long,
curved at base of plant

Not directly across
from one another on stem,
4-17 mm (%s-%5 in) long, plump
cylindrical shape; bristle at tip
of leaf

Greenish yellow to pink, 2-3.5 mm (<% in) long, form dense clusters on stem;
petals papery thin

Tan-brown paper thin fruit, 1-2 mm (<% in) long

Known Parks:

y DR, GREA, MOIA

Watch For In:
[UARE, [RARA

Growing Season:
Summensikall
Flowering Times:
Jully = SepEmlsEr
Plant Height

<1 ft
(<0.4 m)

»
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Saltlover (Halogeton glomeratus)

Disturbed areas, roadsides

% Forb For full list of photo credits, visit: A#p://go.nps.gov/mojn-ipg

Goosefoot Family - Chenopodiaceae

Don’t Confuse With Native:

Seepweed ~ Leaveslacka
(Suaeda moguinii)  bristle at the tip
. g *olumplieaves)

of Seepweed|
h‘ave no
bristle

’

Annual



PI‘lely lettuce (zaczucaserriola)

Short, prickly hairs on stems

Iasplng

Exude milky sap

7-20 cm (3-8 in) long,
deeply lobed; leaves clasp around
stem; short, prickly hairs on

underside of leaf

Yellow,
4-6 cm (34-1% in) wide

Brown seeds with
white bristles

. |

Known Parks:
DEVA, @RA, JOUR,
[LAKS, MIOIA, [PARA

Growing Season:
Round

Flowering Times:

MayL¥Septemben

Plant Height
1-10 ft
(0.5-3m)

9
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PriCkly lettuce (Lactuca serriola) Sunflower Family - Asteraceae

Disturbed areas, naleygligey Don’t Confuse With Native:

roadsides | flov California chicory et 1S
(Rafinesquia calffornica) lack pri’cklzyhairs

Lacks prickly hairs; a\Y
flowers white '

short _
prickly

white flowers of
Califosiniafchicory

\ 1)

% Forb For full list of photo credits, visit: htp.//go.nps.gov/mojn-ipg Annual



Perennial pepperweed (i tarjosinny : Known Parks

Erect, green to gray-green Watch For In:

ERFA,

35-120 cm (~1334-47 in) long; Growing Season:

newly emerging plants have purple stems Serting) = Summer

Flowering Times:

not directly across from one another on stem; (Viewy =

oblong, 3.5-15 cm (13%-6 in) long Plant Height
<6 ft
(<2 m)

4 white petals, 1.5 mm (<% in) long;
flowers arranged in small clusters

round, Q 7 o

7 | flattened g

Round, flattened 7 ; ﬁ seed pods ~
seed pod, o
~2.5mm (<% in) =
diameter §




Perennial p epperwee d (Zepidinm latsfolinm) Mustard Family - Brassicaceae
Don’t Confuse With Natives:

Desert Mountain
Disturbed pepperweed pepperweed
areas, (Lepidium fremontii) (Lepidium montarnum)
roadsides,
meadows, Deeply lobed lower Deeply lobed lower leaves,
wetlands leaves, flower petals flower petals 2-4 mm

2-4 mm (<% in) Iong (<8 in) long

For full list of photo credits, visit: A#p://go.nps.gov/mojn-ipg Perennial



Purple loosestrife (murumsaticaria)

Erect

Square,
fuzzy stems

5-14 cm (~2-5%2in) long,
narrow leaves with slightly wider
base; leaves directly across from one

another on stem

8-14 mm (-2 in)
long, pink to purple, 4-6 petals,
flowers arranged in long dense
clusters at tips of stems

3-4 mm (~% in)
long

Watch For In:
ERBA

Growing Season:
Summer

Flowering Times:

JuneE¥Septemben

Plant Height
6" -<10ft
(2-3 m)

O
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Purple loosestrife (Lywirumsaticaria) Loosestrife Family - Lythraceae
Don’t Confuse With Native:

Disturbed areas, wetlands

Zsalicariajlong,

dense flowe‘r,c'luster California loosestrife

(Lythrum calfornicumi)

Flowers 4-8 mm ('2-'4) long,
spread out along the stem in
loose clusters

loose
L)

cluster of
Galifornia
Ioo§estrife \
lflowers -

£
@ Forb For full list of photo credits, visit: A#p://go.nps.gov/mojn-ipg Annual



African mustard (saicomia africana) Known Parks:

w  DEVA, EREA, LAKS

MI©IAY, [PARA
Covered in short, white hairs .
Growing Season:
SpringEkall
Multi-branched . .

Flowering Times:
stems WVIEY = AVEUSE

Not directly across from one Plant Height

another on stem, <6 cm (~2% in) long; Vs -1% ft
toothed leaf edges, leaves have (0.1-0.5 m)

bumps
6-9 mm (~%-%in) wide, O
pink-purple, 4 petals

Straight fruits 4-6 cm
long (1%2-2% in); point up and away
from stem
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African mustard (waxomia aficana) Mustard Family - Brassicaceae
Don’t Confuse With Native:

There are no similar looking native
species for African mustard

% Forb For full list of photo credits, visit: A#p://go.nps.gov/mojn-ipg Annual



Scotch thistle (0ropordum acantiim)

Erect; densely
branched, spiny

Winged stems with
spines

10-50 cm
(4-19%2 in) long; cobwebby ‘
gray hairs; spined

White or
pink-purple; <5 cm (<2 in)
wide

Soft,
white, have fine bristles

7
!
&

'Scotch thlstle in bloom

Known Parks:
EREA, [PARA

Growing Season:
[Roume]

Flowering Times:
Jully =
Plant Height
~5-10ft
(1.5-3m)

9
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Scotch thistle (Onopordum acanthium) Sunflower Family - Asteraceae

Disturbed areas, roadsides, fields, grassland Don’t Confuse With Native:
owas anbewifeer 1New Mexico thistle Not densely branched;

Binka (Crrsium neomexicanuni) stems lack wings & spines
‘ o, . i A% S8 stems
L i o -

% Forb For full list of photo credits, visit: htp.//go.nps.gov/mojn-ipg Biennial



Known Parks:

Russian thistle (satoi ragus) DEVA, GREA,

MOYAY
Growing Season:
Spring) = SUmimer
Flowering Times:

Jully = Octeloar

Plant Height
<3l ft
(<1 m)

O

Bluish-green, prickly, erect

Rigid branches, densely intertwined,
purple or green striped stem

Not directly across from one another on stem;
linear to needlelike, 8-52 mm (~"-2 in) long with

sharp-pointed tips

White-pink,
paper thin, 2.5-3.5 mm
(<%in) long

(SJaJ,auJ €] L) 199} 9

Fruits 7-9 mm (~%-%in) long




Ru S Sian thi Stl e (Salsola tragus) Goosefoot Family - Chenopodiaceae

Disturbed areas, roadsides, fields Don’t Confuse With Native:

There are no similar looking
native species for Russian thistle

Forb For full list of photo credits, visit: A#p://go.nps.gov/mojn-ipg Annual



Known Parks:

Tall tumblemustard (samsriom atvissimm) DIEVA, GRIA,

1 e mon,
Growing Season:
Spifing) = Fll

Flowering Times:

AprilE¥Septembern

Erect growth

White
hairs on stems

5-20 cm (~2-8 in) long,
deeply lobed with stiff hairs Plant Height
~175-5 ft

6-8 mm (~%-'4in) (0.5-1.5m)

wide, white-pale yellow, 4 petals

»
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Straight fruits
5-10 cm (~2-4 in) long; point up
and away from stem




Tall tumblemustard (sswmerium atzissimum)

Disturbed areas,
roadsides, fields

Mustard Family - Brassicaceae

Don’t Confuse With Native:

Tansy
mustard
(Descurarnia
Dinnaia)

Fruits shorter:
1-2 cm (34-3%4 in)
long

ts
‘than thoseﬁr,

S yltISSImum.

For full list of photo credits, visit: A#p://go.nps.gov/mojn-ipg

Annual



London rocket (ssmbrium irio) I ol

VIOUA, [PARA
Growing Season:
Whner = Sprfing
Flowering Times:

JanuanyEViay)

Erect growth
Stems mostly branched near base
Deeply lobed, 15 cm (~6 in) long

Yellow, 2.5-4 mm (1-1%2in) long, 4 petals Plant Height

1.5 ft
(0.5 m)

9

Linear fruits 3-4 cm (~1-1%2in) long,

curve upward

(SJaJ,auJ €] L) 199} 9
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LOIldOIl ro Cket (Sisysmibrium irio)

Disturbed
areas, roadsides, fields

-y

yellow/flowers&ilinea

field‘of S.irio
%Forb

r'fruits of S. irio

For full list of photo credits, visit: htp.//go.nps.gov/mojn-ipg

Mustard Family - Brassicaceae

Don’t Confuse With Native:

Tansy
mustard
(Descurarnia
Pinnata)

Fruits shorter:
1-2 cm (34-34 in)
long

¥ &
fruits™ » y
shorter thanjy =

thoselof S}irio %,

Annual



Indian hedgemustard (Sisymbrinm orientale) Kp@%‘@gﬂ

Erect growth ‘ b single S. [L/AKIE, MICA
orientale Watch For In:
Stems mostly branched F plant [PARVA
near base, have sparse hairs Growing Season:
SpungMstmmen
3-12 cm (~1-434 in) long, very deeply Flowering Times:
lobed, lobes often extending to center of stem MayZLRune]
Plant Height
7-9 mm (~%-% in) long, 4 yellow petals Y-Vt
: ; (0.2-0.7 m)
Linear fruits 6-10 cm (~2%2-4 in) /'T S O To
long, pointing away from stem b oy
b =
00
W
2
)
wE L




Indian he dgemu stard (Siymbrium orientate) Mustard Family - Brassicaceae

Don’t Confuse With Native:

Tansy

mustard
(Descurarnia
Dinnara)

Disturbed areas,
roadsides, fields

N AT

Fruits shorter:
1-2 cm (3%4-34 in)
long

fruits of S. orlentale 5
very Iong & pomt out away from stem

-

b

frui :
than thosegf. /
S. orientale g%

For full list of photo credits, visit: htp.//go.nps.gov/mojn-ipg Annual




Common sowthistle (Sonchus oleraceus)

Erect; leaves and stems exude milky sap
when cut

May be green or red

10-20 cm (~4-8 in) long, not directly across
from one another on stem, deeply lobed, toothed
edges; leaves clasp around stem

Yellow; 1.5-2.5 cm (~%2-1 in) wide
Seeds soft,

white, have fine bristles
F

single common sowthistle plant

Known Parks:

DEVA, JOR,
[L/AKIE, MICA
Watch For In:
EREA, FARA
Growing Season:
\Winte@¥Summen
Flowering Times:

= Jully

Plant Height
<4.5 ft
(<1.4m

o1

=

(SJaJ,auJ €] L) 199} 9




Common sowthistle (soncius oteracens) Sunflower Family - Asteraceae

Roadsides, fields, washes plyighed Y Don’t Confuse With Native:
leaves|clasp : g Mojave ragwort
around (Senzecio mohavernsis)

SICINE aEeM NS ) Leaves lack
& " toothed
edges;
flower 6-7
mm (~% in)

Molave ragwort fuIIy ":

open rower “ s

stemgmay be Commonisowithistle
.. greenjor red in color fully.open flower
%Forb

For full list of photo credits, visit: htp.//go.nps.gov/mojn-ipg Annual



i - : K Parks:
Puncturevine (Zeuus terrestrss) Ag% J’

Low growing, mat —— ——— e DAKEANVQJAREARA
forming ' ' Watch For In:
IVVAINZ
Stems Growing Season:
<1 m (3% ft) long, hairy SpringEiSummer
Flowering Times:
3-5 cm (1%-2 in) long, MarchBOctoben

directly across from one another on Stem Height

stem, 3-7 pairs of leaves per stem <1ft
(<0.3m)

Yellow, 5-15 mm
(~%2-"8in) long

Fruits gray to yellowish tan, with hairs and spines

(SJaJ,auJ €] l) 199} 9




Puncturevine (Zuius terrestris) Caltrop Family - Zygophyllaceae
' , Don’t Confuse With Native:

California Very similar stems and
caltrop branches; fruits lack spines
(Kallstroemiza ;

californica)

Disturbed areas, {fiuits
roadsides, developed areas (picnic
areas, viewpoints, campgrounds)

R : : : : . I
% Forb For full list of photo credits, visit: A#p://go.nps.gov/mojn-ipg Annual
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