Archaeological Discoveries at the Tuktu-Naiyuk Site, 2004

Introduction

i:lThe “Tuktu- Natyuk site was discovered and excavated in

959 by Jack Camp! The Nahonal Park Service, along
wn1'h ‘liuversrry stude nd

3

igh school students from

‘Anakfuwk Pass ﬂevusﬂ‘ed the site during the summer of

2004. The purpose of the 2004 investigations was to =
- identify artifact, clusters.and associated hearths fo help
reconstructi the. middle Holocene cultural hls'ror'y of the
Brooks Range (4000-8000 years BP).

e T

iinvolved in the Tuktu-Naiyuk excavations were
= ught how to recognize prehistoric artifacts, make maps,
excavate, and record notes. Surveys identified over fifty -

 diffe artifact clusters. Te Qf.

,excavahons and de‘I"&oletf" ¢

Sites

Four main areas at the Tuktu-Naiyuk site were excavated
during the summer of 2004. L-2 was an Arctic Small Tool
tradition-age tent ring (4000-2000 years old) with small
points made on microblades. Uyagaluk was a scatter of
flakes and tools and was characterized by the resharpenmg
of notched and Ianqeola‘re -shaped points. At the
Napaaqtualuit tent ring, we discovered black chert notched
points. Finally, in two'other scatters at Napaaqtualuit,
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; ___prehistoric people were!nqkmg ‘nofched points Quf of obsidian
.-‘amj quartz crystal. .

Artifacts

Stone and bone remains of tools and meals left by people
over thousands of years were discovered at the Tuktu-
Naiyuk site this summer. The most common artifacts were
notched spear or dart tips made from obsidian, quartz
crystal, and chert. Other artifacts from the site include
scraping and chopping tools, knives, and bone fragments. The
artifacts indicate activities such as hunting, butchering, skin
working and repairing tools.
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Members of the crew mcluded ‘National Park Service
archaeologists Bob Gal, Steve Klingler, Jeff Rasic, Chris

_ Young, Becky Saleeby, Susan Bender and Terrence Booshu;



