Prepared by John ¥, Lugader, Park Historian July 11, 1960

The objective of this repert is to consolidate the materdal
mtmmmmmmmumumm
of the General Philip Schuyler Property. The purpose of this ree
muummmsuumuam
mmmmwmmmmm
property and to irovide data pertinent to the interpretation
of the site.

The exact date of the beginning of the development of the
mm*mmmuwm,mw
tween 1720 and 17L5, an uncle of General “chuyler, also nased
Philip, erected a brick house, which was destroyed in 1745 by a
marmmmmfmumwm
buildings that mey have existed at this time,

mmmammnm'mnmarmﬁ.'m.
who became General Schuyler, inherited the Saratoga lands, Socuweti e
am:m’a.mmmnmmw.wwm-
camo active in the development of that portion of his holdingsj and
mlﬁéw?,mumzamm,mehwumwmm
troops on October 10, 1777

Deseriptions of the Saratoga property prior to 1777 give the
mmormm”mm.mumm
of =ills, barns, tenant houses, dormitories, and outbuildings.
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) The earliest a'd most froquently quoted description of the pree
war Senuyler estate is Anne MeVickar Grant's, in which she pietured,
in glowirg terms, & paternalistic establishment that included agri-
cultural and industriel sctivities, housed %;mm-, artissns, and
slaves, nu-bering "some hundreds of penple.* The accuracy of Mrs.
Gpant's account 4s cpen %o question on the followirg countss lrs.
Orant returned to Hritain at the age of sixteen, thus she was about
fourteen of fifteen years old when she made her brief visit to Serae
toga. Her account was written almost forty years later and is ree
minnscent of & great English manor, rather than a northwrn Hudson
Valley esate of the mid 16th century. Willdam C, Wilkinson's snd
Gerlech's meps of the area, drawn prior to the destruction of the
property on Oetober 10, 1777, do not depict sc extensive & development.
The Schuyler Fap:rs for the years prior to the ‘evolution de not
reflect such an esteblishments nop @0 other decumentary deseriptions.
Adan Gopdon, who visited Saratoga during the latter half of 1765,
He discussed the crops that were raised and menticned "two good
sav mills and & mmusmm.*’numa
note the reference to a “very pretty little house®, which probably
was associsted with @ house that preceded the house destroyed by
Burgoynde

In 1775, the Reverend Cotton Mather Smith, then serving as
chaplain with a Connecticut regisent, wrote to his wifes
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who served as secretary to the Indian Commissioners,
whom the Congress had appointed to negotiate with the Six Hations at

Tench Tilghman, who
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before the Battles of Sarstoge as follows:



An important source of information concerning the ares at the
mouth of the Fish Kill, as it existed prior to the Bestruction of
m&mmamc.m@'snﬁmg_@g_
Zosition which the Army unier Lt Gen'l Burgoyne teok st Seratogs
28 the 10t of September 1777 and in which it romsined $411 the
Convention was signed. This source depicts, besides Schuyler's
m,ummmm,mum-mwm.m
duunemmmmnermmmﬁmwm-
uemmmmmm@.-sm:mofm:mwnerw
wmnwmmm,umwwmv.

'Mmmamumm'am.maumm
mmmtimmmlmﬁagofmmm?
T By the autumn of 1777, the portien of Schuyler's estate in
mmmummwummammmmnum
e substantisl settlemént. While it was mot so extensive as Mre,
Grant pictured it, it did include at least two mills, one grist and one
saw mills m;m;mm;mmm,m:m
Except for the church, nons of these buildings can be identified
with a desireble degree of certainty,

mmm'nnmmmsmmmmu.m
army reached Saratoga (Schuylerville) on October 9, The mext day,
the buildings of Schuyler's estate were destroyed Wy fire, John
Burgoyne had this to say sbout that event:

sesel positively assert there was no fire by order of
mmum,wwmummn
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; Thus, sccording to Burgoyne, two separate fires destroyed the
buildings at Saratoga. The first of these was accidental, involving
the "Barracks" that had been constructed on the site of the present
Seluylerville Central School. The other, deliberately set, destroyed
the Cenerdl's house and its imwediste surroundingse Some confusion has
existed in that the "Barracks" wers thoughtto be among the buildings
located in the area immediately southwest of the Schuyler House.
m.m'm’mmtmkmofww
outbuildings.

According to Richard Varick, "lo part of your Bulldings have
escaped their Malice except the Necessary and your Sew Mill which is
in the same Situation we laft < Hardly a vestige of Fences is laft
msnmaamofmm'?

In & letter of November L, Schuyler wrote, "(n the 2nd instant
two British Officers on their way to Cansda took shelter in & violent
mnmgum.tm.mmmmoruuwmwngsmum
quarter."

The sources that have been studied indicate that none of Schuyler's
buildings, except one outbuilding and & mill, survived the siege of the



British amy &t Saretogas All of the other ocutbuildings, tenements,
mills, etc. that existed during the historic peried (1777-180)) were
products of that era.

The reconstruction of the Saratoge estate began in the sutumn of
1777, within a few weeks after Burgoyne's swrender, Immediate attention
was directed towsrd salvaging whatever materials could be reused, end
work was commuenced on the erection of a dwelling and the most necessary
of the dependent buildingse

The Schuyler Papers in the Now Yark Public Iibrary contain
nenerous docwsents relating to the purchase of materials and labor
for buildings at Saratoga. However, mone of the papers identify the
structures by type of describe themj nor do they provide dets cone
cerning dimensionse '

¥hile several visitors, faucus and otherwide, were entertained
at the Saratoga house, the accounts of their visits condéin no de=
nmmorgwmtmmmmmmmw
of the estate,

The only documentary source that reflects definite infurmation
concerning buildings that existed during the historic period is &
letter wiftten by General Schuyler concerning the romoval of the
effects of his son, John Bradstrest, whe lived at Saratoga fyom
1707 ubtdl his death in 1795, w ich reads as follows:

Saratoga December 19,1755
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is more convenient for you to send me oate and corn
from Waterford or Halfmoon it is your option so to do.
Iwummaummunmnmsma@g]
as I have little grain for my horses at Albany. All
furniture, beef and other things which are to go to Albany
you will please send to my house and give the persons who
carry it each a bill of vhat he takes -

The Franklin be sent down last e
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i
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?

mmmnmtefmmwpmm&m
at the upper mill belonging to the estate of ry late sone.. 12

The sbove letter indicates the existence of a wagon house, root
cellar, and an “upper mill™, but their locations are m.ﬁm

The documentary sources that have been studied do not reveal in
any detail the infprmetion that would previde pictures of the number,
sia,wmmofthmlswmaﬁutmmm&-
pendent buildings of the Schuyler estate.

Turning to apcheclogical sources for information concorning the
outbuildings of the property we find that the resulis are scmewhat
mdafmteﬁmmmmuﬁththemm-umtm.d-
though the archeclogical data falls short of being definitive,

The first investigations that affect the subject were undertaken
in 1958 in connection with architectural restoration of the Schuyler
House, These were followed by a study conducted by Mr. Edward Melle
Larrabee in Juse, 1959, In some instences, Mr., Larrebee completed and
recorded the results of excavations begun in 1958: in others, he
opened new ones &s & part of his study of the imeediete cvirons of
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the Schuyler louse,

During the progress of these investigations, foundations were -
exposed approximstely ons hundred feet scutheast of the Schuyler
House, These foundations were first located during 1956 and were
fully exposed and wecorded by lir. Larrabee. Called the "Burned
smﬂm"iam:mcumwmnamdmmm
we know about it", um:mmmmﬁmumman
small, oneestory, or stary and loft, building, with & shingle roof,
It was provably erected prior to 1798 and destroyed by fire sometime
before 1837. lNeither the 1777 Wilkinson Map nor the map of cas 1837
mmmmmmormugmm.mmwmmmm
an identification of the house might habe been based wes inconclusive.
A few domestic erticles, includi-g fragmehts of Delft Tile, were
among the artifacts recovered, However, these were not ramerous
enough to determine, with a desirsble degree of certainty, the pure
mefﬂmlﬂﬂ&m.ﬁ

Fifty - five feot south and slightly east of the Schuyler House
was & site traditionally identified with the historic period vegetable
cellars Vork was begun on this location in 1958,and & cellar pit was
exposed. The excavation was completed and recorded in 1959, While this
m:nmmawmmduermmm“m»fmmsm
period and has been dated os of early 19th century vintage on the
besis of artifects regevered, the evidence is not conclusive in linking
it with the peried of General Schuyler's occupancye

Tests were conducted in the open ares of lawn east and north of
the Schuyler House that was the traditional site of the garden.
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