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1. FOREWORD

The repairs to the Schuyler House made under the
direction of the later A, J. Higgins of Riclmond, Virginis then
Regional Architect about 1951 and the limlted restoration cempaigns of
1956 end 1958 under Architects Henry A. Judd of EODC left behind
no comprehensive reports on the fabric, Work was started before
the present reporting system was inaugursted.
end very few records if any kind were made—either written, photo-
graphic or drewm before 1956, In that year, with the sppropriation
of fusds for same interior wark, came the first opportunity
to open wp the febric, especially the oldest part of the main
house, Extensive photogrephic coverage was made snd a large set
of messured drewings (16 sheets, mostly records of the framing)
reports were capilled at thet time, although many memovends of
closed down, It was impossible then to tell whem, if ever, the
general restoration of the house would be resumed. |
| In the summer of 1956 the project was resumed as
our acquaintance with the fabric developed we found it to be
& very interesting eme. With later features stripped off,
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yhat remained seemed to become less "Americen” and more
Duteh houses left and we have had 1ittle chance to inspect
then or to study the subject. A brief view of the briek
Ven Alen House nesr Kinderhook (1737 with later additions)
shows some swprising perallels of construction with our
house at Schuylerville. I an pleasedeever proudesof the
amount of pertinent infommation our field mem have wncovered.

In his investigations Architect Judd wao assisted by
University of Michigan, prepared scme of the record drewings
and assisted in many other ways. Architect Thomes Wister, Jr.

The reparts of the various Park Historisms, especially
Scme of these contelned infarmation importent 4o &n under
standing of the structure.

Perhaps the most unusual festure of the house is the
massive chimey base of the old kitehen. ¥e must inow more
about it before we can recreste & camplete exhibition house.
The whole nature of Generel Schuyler's operaticns at this
place need o be luvestigated and wderstood. We do not
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¥e have done Just enough oureelves to believe that theve will

be & considereble reward for & mmall smount of additional work.

We would enjoy doing it ourselves if we could be sliowed the time.
The intention of this report was to set domn in

house so far. nﬁoﬁﬂmh”ﬁm

remove the later additions so the examination may be campleted.

This is necessary for the preparation of working drawings and

with them to prepare a final Historic Structure Report.

Charles E. Peterson
. pailadelghia Meveh 29, 1959



A. Pigpeering on ihe Fighidll

in the mid 17th eentury, founded the Schuyler femily in America.
His second sen, Peter Schuyler, the firgt mayor of Albany, New
in what was called the “Seratogs Patent”, His home in that aves
was the "First Schuyler House" veferred to in this report. (Part
II3-B)

mmm;wwxmmm
belonged to the fourth gemeration of Schuylers in Ameriesan
was the grandecn of Peter Schuyler. J:Mumm&
the French snd Indisn War serving wnder General William Johnson
&t Crown Point and Col., Jobm Bradstreet with whom he beceme &
very vlose friend. In 1761 Schuyler sailed to England to setle
Bredstreet's acoounts with the Wer Office. During this trip he
some of that we now find in the Saratoga House.

In 1763, on the death of his father, he acquived a
one«third part of his grandfather's land and from the estate of
an wncle he received additionsl lands in the Saratoga Patent.
Here he developed water power for his sew and grist mills as
well as the first water-powered flax mill in the province. He
maintained & fleet of ships (o schooner end three sloops) cn the
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falls of the Platkill and the Hudson River where these facilities
Schuyler was instrumntal in the promotion of the eerly
canal system and the Inland Lock Nevigstion Campany. It was *
m,amemm,mmmum
death a few daye later. R
| Scluyler had & koen interest in faming and the relsing
of grains which he processed in his grist-milis. He showed a
partievler interest in flax and the processing of it into linen.
nunmmummuwm
studies hardly yet begun. They will be necessary to laying out
the grounds of this house, which had mmercus dependencies.
In 3766 Schuyler was elected to the New Yark Assembly /
ummmwwmm Ou Jume 15, 1775 he

 wes eppointed ane of four Major Generals wnder Washingbon and

assigned command of the Northern Department. During the Batile
of Saratoge Schuyler's Saratoge buildings were burned by General
Burgayne, but replacement steried ot ance. His new house - ervected
&% that time - is the subject of s repart.

Schuyler held public office continuously from 1760
’mmmmmmmm’* :
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mmmmmmm:uwm
bulldings, The Schuyler house of thet perdod is veferred to es
peverel sew-mills end Derrsoks. ~

From & quick reviev of the meny Selugler papers in the
mmmwmmmmmm

amugm,mwﬁeﬁ:maﬁmmu
mogt often referred to. Many of the people in Schuyler's employ

L i SO
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In & letter Schuyler wrote from Ssratoge on Decenber 19,
1795 lesving instructions for the dispossl of property of his lste
son's estete, he mentions three or four structures, two of which
would be loceted on the home grounds:

ndred bushels of corn snd & gusntity of osts....In the root
geller is & quentity of potetoes....Inclose you en sccount of the
vosrd end plenk which sre =t the «sssB8 50 pood a8 to
heve them brought to the landing.”

Further mention of sew-mills is found in & letter from
Putlip Schuyler to his son Jolm B. Schuyler st Seretog; deted st
Albsny December 12, 1787:

“I would not edvise you to bulld s new Sew MIll, the
Munmn»mw-nnmammm*s
the Hufdson to 1beny and New York City where they were sold for
Schuyler by merchents locsted there. The following is en sgreement
between Schuyler snd & New York merchent; deted Merch 16, 1772.

5. Schuyler Pepers, NYPL



o3 B4 T

m.u . m.w % mu § §a%
R
LR THER mm T
1P H e T w
um ; mmu i 14, mu mu 35
mmmmmmmmm m 3 m mw m mm
iy il ] m:

i viia 121

el bl 18 hw m“ i
thMmm mwwmmm 8 m m .wa mm m
HH] mmxm HE R




e

at Seratoga. © |

A similar esteblishment to that at Savetoga wes mein-
tadned by Sehyler et Cosby Manor, on the Mchavk at what is now
Utdoa, New York.”

€. ZThe Bsxlier Houses

The existing house is the third Schuyler house on this
genersl site. The exact location of the two earlier houses is
not known but probably can be detemmined by further exploratory
excavations, The fivet house was owned and oceupied by the gramde
father of General Schuyler and was destrayed while the latter was
still a child. The second house was inherited Ly Schuyler after
the death of an wncle. Seme references state that this house
was erected by Gemeral Schuyler. In either case, we are almost
sure that he enlarged it. Amne Grant deseribed this building es
a "spacious and cenvenient house", General Burgoyne, the British
invader, sald of this house:
8. The following is typlesl: o R

perg, NYPL; letter from Philip Schuyler to John B.
ted at Albeny December 5, 1787,

9. Cosby Manor wes named after William Cosby, Governcr of New York,
{1731=35) who held much of the original land great in the ares.
Sehuyler purchased most of this land, in later years, from the




8.

"eessleneral Schuyler had likewise & very good dwelling
house, exceeding lerge storchousss, grest saw mills and other out 10
m,wwmnwammmm
Benson J. lossing, a historian who visited the Saratoga
ares about 1845, wote:
.,..mmxmmmmmm
Maﬁmmmmmu
oo Brog B g £ ey It wes obullt after fhe ver, but
in a style muweh inferdor in beauty end expense...
4 fow éaye before Gemeral Burgoyne surrendered the British
troops to Genersl Gates in mid-October 1777, briaging to a close

the Battle of Serstoga, Burgayne ordered thet this second house,

the mills, mmmmummhmm
afford cover and protectien to the American trocps.’?




B

According to lomg-standing local tradition the present
Schuyler house has been little changed from its original form in
November 1777, This tradition, I find, wes based euly on the
veniences such as electricity, plumbing and central heating.
of 1956 and 1958 indicate that the tradition is very wrong and
gince it was built. Very iittle of the originsl sppeavance of the
bouse vemains. The foundation, basie framing, & pert of the brick
m,uanmm,mmwmm
The first alteration was dome by Geneval Schuyler, about 1767,
the work done st that time remains in place todsy and can be
Schuyler's death and in another style alter the house had left

The floor plan and the comstruction of the Schuyler
the Hudson, insofar as there is anything left to study. The
large unhested center hall - with exterior entrances both frent
and rear - and the firepleces and chimneys on the end walls of
the adjoining rocms is seldom found in neighboring New England.
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basically uniform spacing, is nogged with brickwork which serves
as insulstion and five proofing and as a base on which to plaster

e

built in the smazingly short time of only thirty daya. A war was

The Schuyler House freming, very much like our modern
still going on, materials snd labor were hard to come by and

A The House se Buldt in 2777

the interior walls. In the Schuyler House, this nogging is of
was & rether crude and siaple affeir. On Novesher 6, 1777, &

unburned brick., The contemporary little Neilson House at Bemis
Heights s fremed and nogged in the seme memner,l?

the writer in thet ares ond dom the river.

£ |giesgt !
m«_mmm“
.nmuku

mumm,u
{1
mm

.,,ﬁmm
il
mm “um mm@
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The Marquis de Chastellux, in his visit to Saratoge in
the house to be & farm converted to temporary living quarters.
He wrote of his visit: |

%, eecbeneral : esssdft the farm standing which
- 4s at present the only m for ite owmer.

It is here that Mr., Schuyler lodged us in some temp~
mummﬁ"“&wmmm“

By the following letter from Schuyler to Congress, daied at
Saratogs, November 4, 1777, we kmow that no fam buildings were
salvaged from the fire and it must have been the present house
that was referred 10 by Chastellux:

o i e T e S R
iittle hut, mwm«mwmmhmm*#
Nearly a year after Chasteliux's visit we find Genmeral John Stark,
apparently quartered in the Schuyler House, writing to Gemeral
Schuyler at Albany:

o I B TR
munm mwuwmumﬁ

Fommer Park Historisn, Charles W. Snell, in his "A Report
on the History, Construction and Social Use of the Genersl Philip
Sehuyler Sumer House at Schuylerville (0ld Saratoge) N. Y.",
mmu. z.m. memmm

2% uusux..m,w;~
1780-1880, Albany, N.

18, m,p.'!b
19. Schwer Papers, NYPL
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This letter states only two rooms were expected %o be
muwmmﬁ-mm A more definite
statement as to the time involved in the original construction
is contained in a letter Schayler wrote on November 28, 1777,

*On the fivet instant I begen a house, on the 19th I
had two rooms and & cellar kitchen and on the 30th ine
stant I shell discharge my carpenters.”

In & letter from Gemeral Schuyler to Varick dated at

Saretogs, November 10, 1777, we find mention of the day the freme

The house as built that November wes, as Schuyler wrote,
60" x 21' and two stories high plus attic and basement. It is
the front section of the existing house. A stady of the fabrie
55 well as the coutemporery accounts eited above indicate that
s bullding was & sinple strusture referred 1o a5 & barracks
or a tesporary home. However, the faming done at that time is
wumwwmﬁmmm
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correspondence found periaining 1o condivicns in Servatoge aud
the constructions of the Schuyler house in the fall of 1777.
4 long excerpt fram is report is ineluded as Appendiz D in
iron work snd other materdals required is clearly shown in this
corregpanLence.

Colonel Richard Varick, a former side to Geneval
Sehuylery wrote him at Albeny oa Ostober 12, 1777, to infoum him

of conditions at Saratogs:
Sems we lelt it--dlardly of the Fences is

: rdly &
left exocept & few Ralls of the Garden.”
In Genersl Schuyler's snswer 4o this letter dated the

same day he stresses the urgency for the salvege of iron work




suitable craftamen, masons in particwlsr, for work on the new
rete of pay frem neighboring commmities; however, & few were

i=l. Elan

There is a great desl of physical evidence still in the
me room deep. The first floor was divided into a parler on the
south, 2 dining room on the north and a large entrance - steir hall,
typieal of the region, in the center. On the second flcor there
was & large bedroom at either end, & smell bedroom with sn ade
Joining storage room in the center fromt and & hall and closet
in the center rear. M'M, incidentally, is the only room
should be carefully preserved. There is no indication that the

ol Dammnd
visions were made so that this reom could be kept locked. The
original door with its wooden cased lock is still in place. in
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iron bars for security (see Illustration No. 8). These bars
power-driven mill sew, pessibly from the mill bwned by Burgoyne.

The center room, also provided with lock and key, is
now referred to 82 a wine cellar. There wre shelves alang the
Just ingide the doorway is & trep door opening to the pantyy
dining room without wallking through the house. There is a former
vith the present house. This is ene of the fectore which lead

The besement room o the south is the original kitchen
which Sehuyler referred to in s letter of November 28, 1777,
through a small door located in an areawny at the fromt of the
house. This small door; now brdcked wp on the inside, with iis
interior door with its hardware has been found - along with cne
door jemb, The rest of the pertition is now missing.
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The original kitchen fireplace is still imtact end shows
very 1ittie sign of wear, Appavently it was used for cooking enly
ammmsumwmmmmmm
was built., The flue was cut off when changes were made 10 the
upetairs rooms about 1787, and iz now incpereble. /

A3, Doors snd Windows

, After the plaster had been removed in 1956 a detalled
None of them remains unchanged. The originals were casements
hinged at the side, 2 lights wide and 4 lights high (rether than
the 4 light wide and 5 light high double hung windows existing
today). There were twelve windows, six 0 a floor, on the front
elevation of the house in the same locations as the existing windows
except for the center window on the second floor directly over the
entrance freme which was blank., In the original house & partition
stood at this point. There were only two windows on the rear
m_mumvmawmm It is interesting
10 note that the Schuyler mansion WW&M
(mm‘:mm)amahm
marmer, Theve wore two small windows on each end of the house to
From 14 we have & clear indication of the original window sise,
its construction and the original paint colors fow the house.

Our first indication that the windows might kuve been casements
was found in a reference to "window hinges" in the following letter
from Jobn Lansing to Genersl Schuyler at Saratoga:



A
"Albany Nov 12t%h 1777
Dear General

The beerer has in charpe a stove with about twelve
Feet pipes, e pair of and-Ircns two wash brushes and a couple
Brooms «mwmmxmmumw
ney Bare." !

Glass for the windows had been sent yp about & week
sarlier as is indicated by the following ietter dated at Albany,
Novemiber 6, 1777, from Colonel Lewls to General Schuyler at Sare-

#,...1 Wrote you the day before yestenday acinowle:
ﬂmﬁmumuumxmmw

wu
“W!W&Wﬁwwwﬁnm eras®
criginal exterior doors on the first floor. There wes &lso &
batchway or bullkiesd entering the besement from cutdocrs in the
rear. Its masonry walls are still in place. The structure is now
indoors under a later sddition. The exterier doors were in the

tion as the existing door and the other direcily opposite in the
yesr. (A door was yesiored to this location by the Park Service
in the summer of 1956.) A third entrance was cut into the rear
wall of the dining room soon after when the detached ldteben was




for a second door to the paricr frem the hall was found. We have
found no evidence a8 to when this might have been used. Perhaps
it never was,
age. Most are definitely from the 1787 alterstion or later. A few,
such as the parlor door and the door to the second floor closet
A=, Exterior Findsh
¥eatherboarding - When we removed s section of the present
weatherboarding, we found that the original weatherboarding had
been reused as shesthing, These boards were sawed 1 3/16" x 12v
mwuﬁmmmmm;mm n
the lower edge of the fave there is a 1/2" bead, Weathering marks
indicate that these boards were laid nine inches %o the weather.
m»mmmm,wm,
like those used a few years later in the comstruction of the
detached kitchen. m:mum:»mumzu
mmmmw:mu«sﬁ,mwmu
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laid 6" to the weather. They were rived and shaved to a
smooth tapered surface,*

Gutters - Holes, sbout 3/4" square, were found in the
rear plate of the house. (We haven't been able to study the
front plate) They are spaced sbout four feet on center and
vary in height to form a continuous pitch dropping sbout 2«1/2¢
in the length of the bullding. They, very probably, were left
by the hengers for roof gutters. It is quite probable that
the gutters were a holliowed balf section of & log hewn t0 &
réctangular shape. Gutters of this type were used in the

Halls - The interior walls were plastered directly on
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ordered white wash brushes during the first week of comstruction.)

Cedlings - The ceiling joists, dressed to & amooth sur-
face by a hand plane—-but not moulded on the edges--were left
exposed and the underside of the flooring sbove became the
finish ceiling. In most places this was neither whitewashed nor
painted. An original closet off the second floor hall still
retains this finish. All other rooms have been altered.

Izim. Apperently there were no mentils at the fireplaces
during the eariy years. In the north bedromm, under the oldest
type of mantel in the house, we find thet the walls have been
maniel was installed.

There probably were no cheir reils at this time all
existing chair rells date from later alterations. Except for
a few short sections of six inch beaded baseboard, little
original interior trim remains.

A6, Hloors |

Bagsment - Wooden floors were installed on sleepers
bedded in earth in the basement before the basement partitions
were built, These floors ave still in place and in remarkebly
good shape today. The gravel soll in which the house was
built has dome an excellent Job of drainsge to help preserve this
floor. '

| Uppsr Flgorg ~ The flooring of the first and second
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they must have been protecied by carpeting or painted floor cloths.
All ficorbosrds ere cut frem 14 foot long stock. This must have
been the limit of the carrisge of Schuyler's sawmill which
escaped bedng burned by Burgoyne. This is also the only length
referred to in the agreement with Gererd DePeyster; dated
March 16, 1772.

All floors were tengue-and-groove, a typical board
has two tongues, e en each edge, and the next board has
o grooves, one on each edge, ete.

A<7. FElrepisces

There were five fireplaces in the oviginal house sll
of which still remain. The basement fireplace sppears very
much as firet built but now has no flue, The fireplaces in the
& single plece, installed in the same way that the cast iyen
Jasbe, 2o popular in later years, were installed. ALl these
stones are still in place and show many years of use. The
two fireplaces on the second floor were lined with brick. They
have since been altered and relined. Apparently all hearths,
except that in the basement, were built with paving brick
eight inches square and sbout two inches thick, A few of
these still remain in the dining room and north bedroom, The



basement hearth was of ordinary brick.

There were probably no mentels until the house was

altered in 1787.

B. Retached Kitchen

. The detached kitchen must have been built within a
fow years after the main house. The woodwork seems o relate
it to work done before 1787, The basement ikitchen fireplace
mmxmhmvmlmﬁdm.

The detached kitehen frame is cut and assembled in
much the same way o8 that of the main house but it is not as
aicely finished and the members are not wniform in spacing as
in the main house.

B<l. Flan |

The ground floor area of the kitehen, now cne room,
was divided into the main kitchen, a small storege room and
e amall hall with stalrwey o the second floor. Ghosts of
defined on thewilings. The floor in later years was 8o badly
worn that they show no evidence of the walls which otherwise
might have emabled us to locate the position of the doorway
fram the kitehen to the stovege room. |

The second {loor was divided into thves rowms by two



Evidence found in the framing of ihe firet flcor
. shows that there was cnly cne window, a double casement, end
of the door openings and the window were in the main roas.
Gne door wes on the north wall in the ssme loshtion as the
exisiing docr. Two of the door openings and the window were
on the wouth wall. OUne door frame shows no evidence of use and
fow feet to the right, shows many years of wear and hend use,
the kitchen end the main house. It is possible that a poreh
back of the main house to include the exterior door 1o the
- dining room (e.1787) snd the bassment hatchwey. We will not
located on the west elevation (fromt of the house) in the smme
logation a5 the existing window. This doorway cpened into a
small entrance hall with access to the kitchen end 10 &
stalrway leading to the second floowr. A small piece of both
of the swing.



e

The double casement was on the south wall of the
main voom. Part of the originel freming still remains and
ghosts of the other members of the freming end of the hinges

B-3. Exterior Finish

On the north side of the kitehen & fow of the original
wentherboards remained in place and were uncovered when the
and show very little signs of weathering., They ave similer
to the original weatherboarding on the mein house except
that they have no bead on the lower face sdge.

Across the top weatherboard is & cleat with ghost |
mavks of former rafters. 7This cleet gppears 1o be o part of
the original comstruction. Apparently & porch or an enclosed
room hus slweys extended across the north side of the idtchen,

A few of the original shingles remain where they had
been protected by later additions. They show meay years of
Mummmwmwmm
before being covered. (A sewsd wood shingle with rift grein
4 rived end dressed shingle where no oross grain is exposed
1o the westher should ocutlast themwed shingle by meny years., )
These shingles of heart pine are 18 inches long with € inches
exposed to weather, :

The interior finish of the kitchen was whitewashed
directly on the framing and brick nogging. The joisis and



the underside of the flooring above were whitewnshed. No
ummmmmwnm.
Tuere is some evidence that colored washes may have been
used at one time.
There is no evidenve that any casing or other trim
was used at door and window openings in the original construction.
B-5. Chimogy, Fireplece end Oven
Removel of the post-Schuyler chimmey revealed the
base of the original chimmey and fireplace. The original
¢himey was the same width as the existing bul extended out
from the bullding sbhout five feet. 4 pert of this base sppears
10 be the ash pit from an oven. It is very probsble that one
or possibly two outside cvens were built to do the large
smount of baking that would have been required to supply
the Schuyler enterprises in the avea. A small fregment of
an oven which opened ¢ the kitchen was found and preserved,
for further study. A conjecturel restoration of this ares is
included in this report, however this requires further study
and will be the subject of & separate report.
¢. HOUSE AND KITGHEN AS ALTERED i g
In documents of 1786 we find the first definite
evidence that work had been started to convert the Schuyler
House into a more livable year-arcund home. Large quantities
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of materials started o arrive, many of them from merchants

in New York City who acted a8 agents to Sawyler in the sale
of lutber floated down the Hudson from Saratoga. The fellowing
is from Schuyler's account with ane of these merchents,
"Stevens and Hubbell®:

1786

July 1 668 1bs, naills 897 26:18:10

OGotober 16 1 cask 20d mails 198 1bs. €107 8:13: 3
i do24d do 112 lbs. o 4318 8

1787

March 3 lcask J0d nailes wb 182 1bs. 9/ L 75 4t 13
S00 £t 12 x10 glass 120/ 01 -
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On June 25, 1787 Ebens Stevens wrote to Schuyler from New

"Dear Sir
By Capt. Ryclman you will receive 100 C WT

white lead and six gallons of odl.... 2

Sept. 27 1 white lead We 230 11d i 2:21
zlzhmmmmm il -

Sept. 29 1 Keg Wnite lead Wi 25 a4 2l
Oet. 3 1V white Vitedol - 2t -
Nov, 8 1 Sash Tool Vitwdal 27

of this period is contained in a letter frem Philip Schwyler
to his daughter, Mrs. Angelica Caureh, dated st Albeny,

5 "ie...From your letter of the 3rd of March I am led to believe

that you have not received the letter of mine which
anounced your Brother's marriage with Mles Renseleer.

They reside ot Saratogs, which I have put in good crder, |
the house which I bullt there in 1777 I have alteved and |




repuired. It is now & neat and very commodious box, and
Johmny's ettention affords me hopes that he will prosper,
since he has taken ic business his mind seems to expand, and
mnam.nmumm,mxmmw
think he will evince & sownd judgement”.....”8

Still remain today. Many items such as hardware have been
reused in later additions.

A floor plan of the house was found several years ago
among the Schuyler Papers in the New York Historical Society,
New York City. The Parts of this drewing were made by two
different hands, probebly many years spart. The earlier part
Shows the original front section of the house plus an early
addition labeled "Fethers Office”. (This room is now missing)
The interior well dimensicns shown on this section of the
drawing check accurately with the existing building. These
dimensions gave us our first clue for the restoraticn of the
entrance hall. Physical evidence found later checked with
the drawing. This early part of the drawing was drewn to
scale, 1/10 dnch o & foot, and mey have been dremn by

w/“’w
™ v /

A



Generel Schuyler or by his son John B. Schayler who lived in
the house from 1787 wntil his death in 1795. In later years
& proposed addition was sketched in free hand and not to any
scale. This shows a proposed rear tier of romms and a front
porch similare-but not quite like--those that are on the
house today, A study of the structure of these additions
indicate that they could not have been built before the 1820's
and probably not wntil ca. 1840,

After studying the drewing and comparing it with
the bullding, the writer believes that we have, in the early
scaled part of the drawing, & fairly accurate floor plan of
the house as altered by General Sehuyler in 1787,

C-l. Risa

It is probable that the room referved {0 as "Pather's
Office" was added during the alteretions of ca. 1787, As
is shown in the sialed part of the early floor plan, the
interior dimensions of this room were 14' « 4" wide by L1te7"
doep. This would have mede the exterior dimensions about 15'
wide by 12' deep. This roum is now entirvely missing, Some
framing members found reused in the attic, have refter cuts
o £it & seven inch pitch shed roof on & room twelve feet deep.
These may well be the original rafters from Father's Office.

The front rocms of the house remained in basically the
mmwnmmm A partition was
'mmmmammmmm(HW)
on the second floor to permit the installaticn of tie center
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window over the front entrance.

C-2. Dooxe

Many of the doors in the house, including the fyont
entrance door and frontispiece with pediment, appear to date
with this alteration. The frontispicce was installed after
the original weatherboarding had been reused as sheathing.

The interior doors vary greatly in style and ave
probably of many different periods. The style and construction
of the bedroom doors and the dining room door would indicate
that they date from this slteration.

C-3. Hardware

Most of the original door hardware has been found
reused in later additions 4o the house. On the first floor
brase cesed locks with concealed screws were used., These are
identical to the locks Schuyler purchesed in England for use
nﬁwmmm.

The locks on the second floor are iron cased but
m‘mmmmumeﬁmm
locks, Hinges throughout the house, except for those on the
front entrance door, are HL's made of wrought iron. They vary
in sige and in the pattern of the lmuckie. The fremt door
is lung on strep hinges 39 inches leng. The door is secured
by & dead bolt in & large iron case which measures 7 x 15" x 2v,

C~. Mindows |
The original casement windows in the main pert of the

mmmuwmuwuﬁm
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windows, many of which still exist, New windows were installed
in the south wall of the parior end in the musery divectly
over the fromtispiece where no windows existed in the criginal
been installed at this time. The frames have since been
replaced 8o eridence of the original installation is no
longer clear, The window in the end wall of the scuth bedrocm
is of o later period.

Probebly two windows were installed in the new romm
ealied "Father's Office! No evidence of the femestretion
of this now missing room has been found.
were removed and not replaced because this area wes now
covered by the new room. No new windows were added to the
rear elevation of the original part of the house.

The original double lnmg windows, ca. 1767, weve the
product of & skilled craftsmen. All exterior casings were
moulded and & part of the jembs, not planted as we find in
the later frames. A section was hollowed out frem the side
Junbs to form weight pockets. The weights were of cast lead,
the pully, concealed by the bobtem sash et meetdng reil hedght,
was of wood.

There is no evidence that elther doors or windows in
the detached kitchen were changed at this time.



C-5, Exlerior Finish

The originel weatherboarding was removed and
respplied as sheathing and o new tapered weatherboarding was
applied with an average of 5-1/2 inch exposure to the weather.
This weatherboarding was painted with a lead and oil paint.
compared to our modern white paints of today, it would be
referred to, probably; as "ivery", The color of early lead
peints cen be matched by tinting our more highly refined lead
paints with equal parts of raw unber and rew sienns and a
few drops of prussian blue. Much of this 1787 weatherboarding
still remaing in place.

The roof was only ten years old and pwcbably stdll
in good shape. It is doubtful if it was reshingled st that time.
completely refinished during this alteration. Chair rails
were installed in all roums except the parlor and aursery.
basehoards, with & moulded edge similar to the moulded
window stops, were installed. A cornice moulding was put
W in the rooms on the fixet floor.
lathed and plastered for the first time.
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us because they were sawed rather than rived. D, Hemxy C.
Mercer, in his essay "DATING OLD HOUSES®, stated thet sawn lath
Augbering and we assume that he utilized the sew mills for
all phases of the work where advantageous. A letier froem
Paildp Schuyler to his son John B, Schuyler at Suretogs, dated
st Albeny, April 3, 1769 cefime ow thoughts:

i BRI v g i g o

¢u§%ﬁﬁ.ﬁﬂ~whm¢%¢m

The following is probebly & follow wp to that order:
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P. Sengylexs ™

The fireplaces in the bedroums were reduced in sise
and mantels were used for the fivst time in the house. The
in the south bedroom was extensively sltered to a clsssical
style. Vhen pelnt was removed fram the mentel evidence of the
sarlier nouldings were found. 4 new mantel has been made to
duplicate the original patiern. The mantel fomé in the
@ining Toom may date from this period. It has been so badly
sltered and damaged that it is now @ifficult io date. The mantel
in the parlor dates from later clterations,

Joim Bradstreet Schuyler continued o live in the
house until his death in 1795, however, we find that he
evected o house on State Street in Albany in 1794-92 and
remted it to bis brother Bennselear, e also thought of a
new house in 1793, probably to be erected ai Seratoge, as is
indloated by the following excerpt from o lebter of Pailip
Selwyler to Johm B. Schuyler at Sarstoga, dated at Albany,
Novemiber 22, 1793

....aammam;;mmam
umwumwx«awm

30, amm, New York Publie Library
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n- mamw
MMMQk ..n
of new mills end tenant houses, but no further references
have been found to indicete any major changes 4o the house
' finishing touch t0 the house, is mentioned on page 117 of

"May 17, 179, z«mmmmwmw
DBr. 4ml0= " 322

Tals probably refers 10 the wallpapers found in the
mumwwwam Those
"Ingerial Peper and Color Corporaticn’ ﬁr'mium,&m

 Jom B. Sciuyler dled in the fell of 1795 wad dn
December of tast year Schuyler gave orders for the removal
of his late: son's belangings fram the house and to Lave them

driven to Albany. mmmmmmm
1796, MM&&M%M#

s m nmmm
no that this house was cver bullt,

32. Scyler Papers, New York City Publie Libwary
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of John Bradstreet Schuyler in 1795 until his son, (Gemerel
Schuyler's grandson) married and moved into the house in 1811w
unless we interpret the above letter to indicate that Schuyler
leased the building o Richard Davis. General Schuyler mey
have retained the house as & sumwr office wntil his death in
1804. No papers have been found which give light on this subject.
During this period there was no leteyp in the activities at
barracks were erected.

and grendsan of Genmerel Philip Schuyler lived in the house

33, Semyler Pepers. New York Publie Librery



2B

from 1811 wntdl be lost the property in the financial penic
of 1637, He would be the Ciret ccoupant of the house o have
raised a lerge family and requive additional rocms. The old
Generel's family, while large, was slready grown Wp wen

the house wes bullt, Jolm B. Schuyler had culy two children,
one of whom died in infency. Phillp Schuyles II, who hed
and evected the rear of roaus and the front gallery in the
late 180's or early 18X0's. Ve imow that they were

erected before it was sketched by Benson J. lessing éuring
his visit o the eves in 1648, The house wes then out of
the Schuyler family. Old maps we have tentatively dated
1837 drewn in comnection with the partition and disposal of
yet been mede ot that time. (Illustretion 1),

D-l.  Zhe Staover Pexded

In 1839 the house was purchased by Geoxge Sirover
of Schgylerville, who probably evected the rear tier of rooms
soon afterwerds. A study of his papers which were lupt by the
late Me, ¥W. Soyder, & local veisdent, failed to revesl shat
work he had done on the house. lany ascounts weve found for
buliding meterials, bub for which of his mumercus properties
wes not specified.
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Double-tumg windows were added and the one casament removed.
The fireplace and chimey wes rebuilt eliminsting the brick
ovens. The now fireplece was mmaller than the originel, (It
was again reduced in sise in lster years.) A water waming
vat wes installed in the place of the ovens,

| After Strover's death the property passed to his
mwammuﬂmwm,
wmmuwmaamm&ﬁw
desth. The balance of title was obtained from the other
Stover hedrs., No dotumente of that peried scem 1o be
available for study.

Soon after the Park Service mcquired the house it was
put in good repair and the exterior painted. Thls was done
under the Regional OCfice in Richmond with very ilttle
and replaced; but o great deal more of this =till remains
%0 be done.



D=3, Papk Sexvice Wosk in 3956

uﬁmﬁlﬁﬁ.ﬂmnﬁm_
Restoratdon Specialist Mittingten made some preliminary
investigations and started W interior restoratica e the
heating and the weter supply md five proteciion. The
writer gtarted a set of measured drawings of the building as
it was opened up. These drawings - a large set in considerable
detall - were contimued by Architeet A. W, Franzen laster in
e year.

All plaster in the front section of the bullding,
held wp enly by the mumercus layers of paper lef't on the
walls, (line layers were found in the parier.) In meny
dried trick nogging whieh, by its very nature, is a poor
new plaster over it. This plaster was allowed to stand at least
Historical Socdiety. A careful study of the flooring wes
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made to locate ghosts of the former partition walls
indicated on this drewing. By wetting the floors with 2
exactly with the dimensions oo the old drewing.

A trap door wes fomd in the hall floor which no
cne could account for, We found that by restoring the
migsing partiticns that this trap door was sciually in the
old patry and provided almost direct access from ihe wine
and food cellar o the dining room. Even the hinge outlines
could be read elsarly.

IV, EXISITHG COMIIIOE

A ELAH

As we bave seen sbove the original partitions of
e Cront vooms of the house have been restored to thelr
condition at the time of Scimyler's death. The rear tier
of vocns which date frem & later period remains unchanged.

. The foundetion walls of the owiginal 60" x 2U'e6"
house enclose o bapement used fur e kiichen and storercom.
house in October, 1777. The walls, sbout two feet ¥hick, are
puilt from £ield stone 1aid fn clay flaked with lize.




3-2. Bassment Windows

There is evidence of four window cpenings in the
front (west) well, allof which had been closed in. These
apenings are not lined wp with the windows in the vocme above
and sppear to have no relstion to the hame part of the building,
we were able to see that three of these openings had been
had o window freme in position. The sash is now missing but
four verticsl ivon bare at the frent face ave still in place.
These irem retchet edged bars sppear $o be made frem iven
salveged from the carrlage of an cld powered ssw. The
seccond opening we flnd wes £illed with stene 1aid dn morter
which seems o mateh that found in the walls of the yemr tier
of yoons. There is no evidence here of & sash or frame.
Tais opening is partly under the fromt door and would have been
@ifficult to use in connsction with the existing bullding. In
the thixd opening we found & freme and door complete with
hardwere provected by o stone sreaway. It had been bricked
W from the inside only. Ween this £111 was removed we
found the unit cceplete and in good warking cwder, The
fourth cpening had & frame snd areaway similar to that found
of an old sash. The inside of this opening was left bricked
in for the time being. |




S8 bbb i
in & stoe mesonry incline built along with the original
fomdations. When firet uilt this would hove Deen m
cuteide hatehway. The wooden stadr $10e1f 15 Gld bub not

he fomdations wells of the year tler of rocms
is rather crudely bullt with the exterior surface stuccoed.
Thore is no basement.

Evidence of a well outside the southeast commer
o the house was found. Benson J. Lossing memiione in his
book sitiing on & second story poveh st the rear of the
house. There is evidence that a romm and porch could have
boen there, bub it wald date with the rear tier of youms. .

B4,  Kiighen Foupdations

The feundation walle of the kitchen bullding match
closely those of the main house except that theve is xo
basenant and their imterior face ie not as well laid w.

Excavations behind (east) of the kitchen revealed
an old foundation tied into the chimney base. This foundaticn
might well be the base of sn cld outelde oven. Sclmyler hed
Slaves and enployed & great mmber of other men and would have
vieinity.



fomdation of a privy, Its lecation and the artifacts

o the right of the privy foundation is & pit
%0 be rather recent construction, It may have been dug as
& dry well to the kitchen sink during the Strover or
Lowber conpansy of the house, This would place it in the
latber part of the 19th or sarly part of the 20ih cembury.

C. ERAMENG

The framing of the original sectiom of the house is
posteand-beanm gpaced 4'0" on centers. ALl members ave heart
pine and ave morticed, tencned end pegged st all joints, With
few excoptions these fruming mesibers are in s good & condition
today as when they were put in place 181 years ago. The
1sid in clay. later patchos are of & bumed brick and lime
mortar. From these patehes it was posaible o @temmine whet

The freming for the rear tior of rocms is lavgely of
second hand material and it is rether poorly sssembled. It
is very much in conirest to the work in the fromt section
"Pather's Office” as indicated on the old floor plan,
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original heort pine sills we find, in most cases, a section
won be cut out and the &ill repaived. Where it ocowrs in
the later rear section of the house we find thet the sills
if that pert of the building is to be retained.
of rocms was erecied, o shed water fram the kitchen ool
succesaful and leelked for many years, As a resuli of this
recanstruction in that ares. The trvads of the mmuall vear
and finish would have %0 be replsced.

The kitchen Creming is very similer o that of the
misging, The kitehen fveme must be lergely rebuilte-which will



D. ROOES AD RO
. necessaxy, by the Park Service in 1951

A few of the window Sremes vequire Purther stuly
to determine their age. Fram architectural investigaticn it
is evident that the house bullt in 1777 hed windoss culy in
the frent elevation and in the rear wall gpening into the
center hall, It is intevesting to note that the Schuyler
Memsdon in Albany is built in this same mammer. The existing
double-ung type Lxonk windows sre all of cne date, cires 1787,
shen they were put in to replace the earlier cessments. The
windows in the gnd Wwells ave of & leter perdod, Ome isa

B ESTERIOR FONOSL

The weatherboards cn the main section of the house

ave largely those applied in civea 1767. They ave in general
OME

The roof on the mein house is covered with 36
and dressed shingles geerally used in Schuyler's time. Mexy
of the originel 15 shingles cen still be fomd in @ section
of the Mitehen roof vhere 1t had bosn covered and protected.

e roof 0 the posteSchuyler rear tier of rooms

section of the house weze o be retained. The kitchen roef
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requires a great deal of repeir.
_ The floor of the posteSchyler front poweh had
rotted so badly that we removed it campletely. The boards were
& falrly recent veplacement. If this porch were o be
retained it would require & complete new platfarm including
freming. The main poste not origine) to the poreh would
reguire same repeir. The roof would require & new Muilt-p
asphalt and paper surface. The condition of the roof boards
has not been escertained but evidence of recent lesks indicate
. that sections of it must be rotted. Part of the frant comice
of the mein house has rotted where subjected to water frem a
leak at the junction with the poreh.
G. DIERIOR FINISH

The room intericrs on the first and second floors
in the main front section of the house were largely restoved
Guring the sumser of 1956 and 1956 and can now be camgpleted in
relstively short time. All walls were replastered and cedlings
m«mum

Gel. Balds

In the parior eight layers of wallpeper were Temoved
by Museun Specialist MeClure of the Vanderbili Mansion staff,
ghoets could be salvaged wore put back Wp on the newly plastered
wills, Only encugh o cover the west wall could be saved.
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wM“MCMMaw“bﬂ
inches long rether than the continuocus rolls we lnow oday.
ae other thres walls of the room were pepered
with & caveful reproduction of the paper printed o rolls
by Katoenbach and Wesven, & leading fima of lew York City.

On the fireplace wall of the parlor & glolh leyer
mﬁwmumwemm
mmnmwﬁm.uumm
in the diming room, where we found no paper fragments blg
encugh to recanstruct o patiern.

Ou the walls of the hall suall fragats of Jper
were fownd partly under patches in the plaster. This peper,
ﬁ&;mmiwwmdmmgn
grey backgrouwnd, is gppavently of the 18th century. It hes
and is now gpplied to the new plaster walls in the same rocm.
in Schuyler's time. Evidence of whitewssh can be found in
and cellings can be refinished with wWiltewasd.
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G-2. Elogrs

Floors throughout the old front sectiom of the
1=1/4" thick and face nailed with wrought iron finish nails.
They are milled so that altemmate boards have two groves and
twe tengues. They show very little sign of wear and were; in
all probability, covered with painted floor cloths, carpets
or matting. The Schuyler family was Inown to have used
peinted floor cloths in another house about 1754 and & large
pre-Civil War floor cloth wes fomd on the entwence hall
fioor. Walle goint through the Schwyler Pspers in the New
York Public Library & few references to carpet purchases
were turned up, Carpets are also mentioned in the list of
fumnishings removed from this house in 1795. (lote: They were
also used in Congress Hall, Philadelphia, at this time).

No work has yet been done 1o restare the post-Schuyler
rear tler of rooms. If they are to be retained the framing
mesbers will require a great deal of repair befare intericr
work could be undertaken. Many of the walls would have to
and lath was removed from the west or interier walls of the
rear rooms 80 that the original exterior rear wall of the main
house could be studied.
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G4, Kllchen

Plaster was removed from the walls of the kitchen.
Ve find thet in Schuyler's time these walls had been anly |
whitewashed rather than plastered. No window in the kitchen
~ dates back to the Schuyler period. And only ane of the four
original doors still remains, |

An original door in the west wall of the kitchen
wing thet entered into a stair hall leading to the second
story rooms over the kitchen, ie now filled by a mid 19th
century window. A door frame still in place in the scuthwall
mWthmsahmﬂud‘MM
they were built, This is the door that was used for access
to the dining room ares during sciyler's time. The freme
of this doorway shows many years of use before the rear
addition was built.
cbvicusly mid-19th centure with 20th cemtury repairs and
alterations. When a section at the base of this fireplace was
this information it was decided to remove the balance of the
existing fireplace. When this was done we found, remarkably
enough & fregment of an early brick oven cpening which will
layout of the interior fireplace snd oven.



Q.
Outside the east wall of the kitchen there is a
probably the foundation for an oven or more probably two
ovens, cne amall and one guite large. We haven'i completed
our study of ovens and those shown in our drawings ave
conjectural and based on the information we now have availsble.
It is quite probable that the main house as Scluyler
Joew 1t had a porch on its cast side at the cormer it makes
with the idtchen wing protecting the access from kitchen to
dining room and possibly extended to cover the cellar hatchway.
This can not be detexmined until we are able to remove the
post Schjyler roums and make a caveful study of that ares.



V., EECOMEIDATIONS

The floor plans in Appendix VIII ¢ show the bullding
as it now stands and a preliminary o the probable arrengement
at the time of Generel Schwyler's death in 1804, The two
would gppear if restored to that period.

This restoration would require the removal of the
of Kitchen and dining room and the posteSchuyler reer tier
of rooms, If the present fromt porch were to be saved it
would bave to be almost cospletely reconstructed. The
floor end deck freming receni replacements, were badly
rotited so they were removed, thus revealing the Lasement
roof would have to be replaced if saved end, judging frem
evidence of leaks, a great many roof boands would alse
‘o the present porch.

The freming to the post-Schuyler resr tier of roms
was of Inferior wood and poorly constructed, and many sections
of it are now rotted beyond repair end are wmsefe for publie
use. This whole later sddition would virtuslly have o be
torn down end reconstructed if the present mid-19th century
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sppearance were to be maintained. Retenticn of the fromt
the cost of the restoration. ,

"Pather's Office” projecting from the rear wall
of the house should be reconsiructed. We imwow ite
location and size by an old fioor plan. Reused members found
in the attic of the rear addition ave the proper mumber,
roof over this room. We have fregmenis of plaster from its
walls so we can duplicate the interior finish. Door and

In the front rooms we need to construct two mantels,
o for the parior and one for the dining rocm. A door
nust be placed in the opening at the rear of the hall leading
to "Father's Office.” The door has slready been made and the
dock is on hand but new hinges must be made. The door fyem
the dining roam t0 the post-Schuyler pantzy (o the right of
the fireplace should be removed and the well paiched and
papered to mateh the rest of the room.

Painting and pepering is basically cauplete on the
firet Cloor but must still be done on the second.

: It would be possible 1o save some of the heavy

gpiit shakes put on by the Park Servisce but as loug as
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about 50% of the roof must be renewsd it would be precticsl
to replace all shingles now with & shingle which would mateh
those ‘ald anes found en & section of the kitehen.

e kitehen WLl require & very lavge smcumt of
reometrustion and rapair, Every effort should be made o
save original members where possible., The porch oan the north
gide of the kitchen unit should be reconstructed. New
fireplace, ovens and chimmey for the kitehen must be erected,
Its exact layout will be subject to further study.

The exterlor should De painted the original éull
shade of ochre which is clearly vissble when modern paints
are removed. This color can be reproduced by using raw siems,
rew suber and & small amount of prussisn blue.

Same revision of the existing electric system will
be required.

The general grade around the house should be lowered.
to doternine grades, outbulldings and gerdens. Seme outbuildings
bave already been locaied and others known to have existed
mut stil) be located,
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VI. GCOST ESTRMATE

Removal of post-Schuyler sdditions and

Censtruction Father's Office and rear porch 1,200
Painting | 1,200
Electrieal 300

munmumm 19,000
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DRAVING NQ. 1

EARLY FLOOR PLAN .
This MS floor plan wes found smong the Schuyler o
City). The straight line pert of the drawing wes drewn to &
mawwnnwummww

the front sectiom of the house ss built. This msy well have been drswn
by General Schuyler or his son John B. Schuyler. The frechend part
of the drawing showing a proposed addition at the reer of the house
@l 8 proposed plasse at the front was dome in & different ink end
by & different hend, probsbly memy years after the originel
section. The original of this drewing shows e faint outline of
the totel perineter of each of the front rooms, mobebly to
determine the wallpsper reguired.
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APEENRIX_ B

JLLUSTRATIONS
Schuyler H use snd Vieinity, ce. 1837
Sketeh of Schuyler House, ca. 1848
Fromt Elevetion sugust 1958
Nerth Elevation June 1958
Basement Steirwey
Besement Vindow, North Reom
Besement Acoess Door, Scuth Roem from Exterior
Besement Access Door, Scuth Room from Interior
Rotted House 8111 under Front Poreh
Rotted Cormer of Originel S{11 NW Corner
Junction of Post Schuyler Pantry to Main House
Rotted 5111 at Chismey Base, South Well
Grede sbove Sil1 level, South Well
Rotted Interior 5111 of Post Schuyler Additien
Rotted Exterior 8111 of Fest Schuyler Additien
Kitohen from Northesst during Investigetion July 1958
Exploretory Excsvations East of Kitohen (North Half)
Exploretory Excavations Eest of Kitehen (South Helf)
Conditions of North Well of Kitchen
Original Shingles
Interior, Second Floor over Kitchen
Rotted Kitchen Frem under Cricket



25,
26.
27.
28.
2.

B BB

35,
36.
3.
38.
39.

Original South iIntrence Frame to Kitchen
Original Cesement Window Location inKitchen
Ghost of Former KitchenRurtitions

Intericr North ¥all of Kitchen (Vest Half)
Interior West Wil of Kitchen (North Helf)
Interior West Wall of Kitchen (South Helf)
Original Kitchen Steir lLanding, Second Floer
Fregment of Original Kitchen Steir Newel Post
Originel Deor Location, Second Floor Kitchen
Exploretory Excavations of Kitchen Chimmey Base
Post Schuyler Kitchen Fireplace

Outline of Originel Fireplace Base

Chimney with Fireplace Removed
Fregment of Original Oven
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INUSTRATICE <
iagraving of Schuyler House ¢irea 1850 from
Ihe Sudscn, from the ¥ildexness So the Sea by Bemsom J.
Lossing. The house appeared a% this perdcd very mwh
as it dees today. The kitchen hes since been aliered.
Rooms shown cn far left were removed and ihe area comverted
40 en open poreh, Our studles revesled s part of the
foundation, plaster and remains of framing to thess rooms.
¥indows and doses in fromt are not sccurately
delinested, The arch at end of porch could not heve
shingka.

EQDC Neg. No. 457
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LLLUSTRATION 7

Basement stairway from basement.

Stone hatchway enclosing stairway is
8 part of original wall, Until the post-Schuyler
rear tier of rooms were built this would have been
an outside hatchway. We have been unable to re-
move structure above to study line or original
hatch cover.

Wood steps are not original,

Fh: H. A Juad, 1958
Neg. No. EQDC 490
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old power saw, possibly from one of Schwyler's
saw mills burned by General Burgayne.






Outside of basement opening as found
af'ter removal of porch fleor. Opening was

(See Illustration 10).

window well.
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Interior of second floor rocm over

Uriginal walls were wiltewash
applied directly to the brick nogging, Creming
and underside of roof boards. Originel ceiling
boards above collar joists are now missing.

Ph: Chavles H. Hutching, 1958
Neg. No. EQDC 508
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South wall of kitchen showing
original exterior door frame. Stairway
in post-Schuyler rear tier of rocms which
crogses doorway is badly wotted at bese and
is much too steep for public use.

Py He A, Judd, 1958
Neg. No. EODC 510






Location of original casement window
in south wall of kitchen. Marks of H hinges
gan still be found on post at left. Existing
window frame is in 20th century wall added
over original wall.

Ph: Charles H. Hutchins, 1958
Neg. Ne. EQDC 511
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Arrows point to former stud locations
in jolst of second flcor over kitchen. In erige
inal kitchen one door, rather than two, was in
this area. Center partision seen through doorway
was added in post Schuyler years.

Phi Charles H. Hutchins, 1958
Neg. No. EODC 519
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ILLUSTRATION 39

Close-up of left side of chimmey after
removal of post-Schuyler water heating vat. In
lower center note line of original fireplace
Jjamb, In center of picture is outline of an

oven. There ave four pericds of masonry Iepire-
sented in this pleture. '

Ph: Gordie Whittington, 1958
Neg. No. EQEC 524






1. Aone Grent
2. Jobn Henry Brendow
3. Bensen J. lossing
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2 Vols. (University of Pemna. Library) pp 188492
Vol., 11

Mwwnw

*Phillp, since known by the title of Gemersl Schyler,
whon I have repestedly menticned, had now, in pursuance of the
mode she pointed out %o him, stiained to wealth and power; both
shich were repidly increasing. His brother Cortlandt, (the hand -
some savage) who hed, by her advice, geme into the ammy, was Te-
twmed from Ireland, the cammender of & campany; and married to
a very pleasing and estimeble women, whose perpetual vivacity and
good lumour threw 2 ray of light over the habitusl reserve of her
husband; who was amiable in demestic life, though cold and distant
in his menner. They settled near the gemeral, and paid a degree
of attention o Madsme that shewed the £ilial tie remained in full

"fhe colomel, as he was then called, had built & house
near Albeny, in the English taste, comparetively magnificent,
fhere his family resided, and where he carried on the business
of his department. Thirty miles or move above Albsny, in the
airection of the Flats, and near the far-famed Saratogs, which
was to be the scene of his future triumph, he had snother estabe
lishment. It wes here that the colomel's palitical and econcmical
genius had full scope. He had slweys the comund of & grest
mmber of those worlmen who were employed in publiaibuildings,
&c, Those were always in constent pay; it being necessary to



engoge them in that menner; and were, from the chenge of
peasons, the shutting of the ice, and other circumstances,

was interrupted, the workmen were employed in constructing
eguares of buildings in the nature of barrecks, for the purpose
of lodging sriisans and lebourers of all kinds. Having pre-
vicusly obtained a large tract - very fertile lands from the
crown, on which he built a spacious and convenlent house; he
constructed those barracks at a distance, not culy as & nureery
for the arts which he meant to encowrage, but as the materials
of a future colony, shich he meant to plant out around him, He
haé there a mmber of negroes well acquainted with felling of
trees and maneging saw-mills; of which he erected severcl. And
while these were amgployed in carrying on & very advantageous
trade of deals and lumber, which were floated down oa rafts to
New York, they were at the same time clearing the ground for
the colony the colonel was prepering to establish.

wanted bread end a home: from the varviety of amployments regularly
and occupation: some hundereds of pecple, indeed, were employed
et once. Those who were in winter engaged ai the saw-mills, were
in sumer equally busied at a large and productive Cishery., The
artisans got lodging and firing for two or three years, at first,



to weave, {lax to dress, &c. to the colemel's colany, He paid
mw'mwhwmnmanm-w
in the end. It is inconceivable what dexterily, address, and
MMmmammwtmmm
ment; the growth of which was rapid beyond belisf. Lvery mechanic
ended in bedng & famer, that is & profiteble tenant 4o the owner
of the soll; and mew recruits of artissms from the nerih of Ire-
land chiefly supplied their place, nourished with the golden dews
astonishing. "Pie impossible for my isperfect recollection to
@m»wmwwawmm But
1 have thus endeavoured to trvace to its originel source that
mmmmmmmmwm
an aggression so formidadbls.”



Grent, Anne (MoVicker); Mamoirs of sn Americen lady, Lemdom, 1808,

2 Vols. (University of Pemna, Ma?. 164
167; 171173

description of the house at"Zie Flate" the home of Madam

cessss "BE 1% lmows, however, that the house I had 5o much delight
in vecollecting, had no pretensicn to grendeur, mnd very litile to
clegance. It wes 2 large brdck house of im0 or rather three stories
rooms, with large light closets; on e Civet there were tree
rocus, and in the wpper cne four, Through the middle of the house
wos & very wide pessage, with cpposite front and back doors, which
in mumer sdmitted & stresm of sir peculiarly grateful to the
like a sumer pariour. Here the femily ususlly sab in hot weather,
or assarted) was the favourite luxury of these pecple; and in all
the houses 1 remember, except those of the brothers, who were
every woy more libeval. The mirvovs, the paintings, the china,
but above all, the state bed, were considered as the femily Zere-
phim secretly worshipped, and amly exhibited an very rave oocasicus,
But in Colenel Schuyler's family the rocms were merely shul Wp



%0 kegp the flies, which in that country are sn absclute muisance,
be pleasantly cool when cpened for company. Tais house had slso
w0 sppendeges camam Yo all those belonging o perscns in easy
circunstances there, (ue was o laxge portico st the door, with a
fow steps leading wp to it, and flooved iike a roum; it was open
at the sides, mnd hed seats all yowsd. Above was elther o slight
wooden »oaf, painted iike an aming, or & covering of lattice-work,
over which & transplated wild vine gpread its Lwwurient leaves and
air of liberty and safety to these rustic porticos, which always
produced in my mind & senswbion of plessure that I know not how o
define, was the number of litile birds damssticated there. For
taught to regard then as the good genii of the place, not to be
disturbed with lgamity.

"it the back of the lavge house was & mulier snd lower
ane, 86 joined to it o5 to male the fom of a cvoss. There one
or two lower end smaller roams below, and the seme mmber above,
afforded & vefuge to the femily during the rigows of wiuter, when
the smole of prodigious wood fires would have sullied the elegently
clemn fumiture. Here, 00, Was o sunk Stoxy, where the kitchen



general warmth of the house. In summer the negroes yesided in
without, snd ate it under the shade of 2 great tres. (ne rocm

I should have said, in the greater house culy, was cpensd for
mm&msmmmtmmm
occupled neat 1ittle bed-rooms in the attics, or in the winder
house. This house contained no drewlng-room; that wae an unhearde
painted in losenges, to imitete blue and white marble, The best
bed~roon was hung with femily portraits, some of vhich were
admirebly exsouted; and in the eating-room, which, by the bye,
tion, and seemed to be universally admired, was one of Esau coming
to demand the anticipated blessings; the noble manly figure of the
Iuckless hunter, end the sngulsh expressed in his comely though
fronted the river, an the brdnk of which, under shades of elm
ad sycamore, ren the great road towards Saratoga, Stiliwater,
and the northern lakes; a little simple svenue of morella cherry
m,«maﬁamm, ied to the road and river,
not three undred yards distent.®



/Possessions of Generel Schuyler's Gremdfather/

‘wihen the old colonel dled, he left caneiderable posseesions
to be divided smong his childven, snd from the guantity of plate,
paintings, &o. which they shared, there is reason to belleve he
must have brought some of his wealth fyom Hollamdy.....”



Grent, Awme (McVickar); dys London, 1808,

2 Veis, versity of Pena.
3 (University Library)

awmnmm&?
mmm 1768

"Adjoining to the crchard was the most spacious bam I
ever beheld; which I shall describe for the benafit of such of
my readers as have never seen s building constructed on & plan 50
copprehensive. This bam, which as will hereafter sppear, answered
edifices, was of a vast size, at least an lumdred feet lomg, and
sixty wide. The roof rose 10 a very great height in the midst,
and sloped down till it came within ten feet of the ground, when
were formed of wood. It was raised thaee feet from the ground,
the beams resting on stone; and on these beams was laid, in the
middle of the buldding, o very massive osk floar. Before the
door was a large sill, sloping dowmmwards, of the same materisis.
About twelve feet in breadth on each side of this capacious
Wmmmmmh;um%mnm,
at the sbovementioned distance frem the wall, the whole length of
the building, with a rack above it; on the others were stalls for
the other cattle, ruming also the whole length of the building,
amumm:&ummmwum
and their heads projecting towards the thveshing floor. There
was a prodigious large box or gpen chest in cne side bullt wp,



for holding the corn after it was thrashed; and the roof, which
was very lofty and spacicus, was supported by large cross beems;
from one to the other of these was stretched a great musber of
long poles, so as 1o fomm & sort of gpen lof't, on which the whole
rich erop was laid wp. The floor of those parte of the bam,

which answered the purposes of a stable and cowhouse, was made

of thick sleb deals, laid loosely over the supporting beams.

And the mode of cleaning those placesws by tuming the boards,

and permitting the dung and litter to fall into the recepiacles
left open below for the purpose; from thence, in spring, they were
often driven down to the river, the soil, in its original state,
not requiring the ald of menure. In the fromt of this vast edifice
there were prodigious folding doors, and two others that cpened behind."



Brandow, Jon Heory, The Stery of Qld Seratogs, 2od Ed., Albany, 1919
(p. 326) "Description of Mansion No. 3. Only the main
structure, 22 by 60 feel, was bullt et that time; additions on
the east sié and also the present kitchen were put on later.
The cellar extends under the whole of this part, end is deep,
dry sad airy. It is divided into thres parts. The south end has
in 1t & large fireplace, and for a while wes used as the kitchen;
the center one was the wine cellar, and the north end was used as
& storeroom for provisions, but not vegetables. The vegetable
five feet from the southeast corner of the main house. The floor
timbers ave of osk 10 by 12 inches in size and four feet spart,
verands 10«1/2 by 60 feet. One tradition says originally there
was no veranda, only & Dutch porch over the front door, with side
several changes heve, for we have been told by those who can re-
member, thet the first plllars were rownd, costed with stuseo, and
that they were not so high as the present ones Ly several feet.
of the veranda to let more light into the upper rooms, and sube
door is made of two thicinesses of plain boards laid st right
angles to each other. It is fwmished with the conventional
brass knocker, but the hinges, and especially the lock, are



curiosities, The lock is irem 7 by 15 inches in size and 2 inches
thick and furnished with & prodigicus key, sbout the size of the
key to the Bastile preserved at Mount Vernon.

(p. 328) "Entering you find yowwelf in & large reception
Ball 17 x 19 feet. The ceiling is 9 feet 3 inches high. The orig-
inel staivway, with its lending snd twm, ws long ago replaced
by the presemt enclosed staircase. The hall is flanled on the
left snd wight by spacicus rooms; on the left by a room 18 by 20
feet used by the Schuylers as the dining room, now the sitting room;
on the right by the paxior 20 by 22 feet, This room is still
adorned by paper put en by Phlllp Scmyler, 24, in preparation
for the marrisge of his deughter Ruth to Mr. T. V. Ogden, of New
York, in 1836, The peper on the roum immedistely sbove it wes
also reneyed at the seme time. ALL of these rooms ere beautifully
of glass., The great fire~places at elther end of the house are
considerately endeavored 10 keep the house in its original state,
pavior is & long room fomerly used as o guest chember, and which
in 1824, This is now used as & muweum sd comtaing meny interesting
reldcs. Opening out of the reception hall to the ecast is a mmaller



& passage through a closet; & door cnce led from this to an addi-
' 4ion or L which Ten o the east and which contained two guest
changed hands, In the Tewr of the Fresent sitting Tom, you
pass into & halivey waich leads on the Fight to a back deor, and
cn the 1eft to the kitchen; scross this hall from the sitting
roam is the school Toom of the Sciuylers, now used as the dining
room. ‘This tley of three rocms with the rear hall end kitchen
wore (p. 329) added by General Schuyler, snd are all coe step lower
than the flcor of the main edifice, Passing through this rear
hall o the north you come o the great kitchen, which is by 3
means the least interesting pert of the house. It is 23 by 25
feet interior dimnsions, The cpening in the fireplace is 7 feet
wide by 4 feet high, The old brick oven en the left has been Te-
sunlken places in the stone floor to keep the butter cosl.
"Above the kitchen are four rooms. In the second story
of the main house are seven bedroams, Most of them very large,
end all provided with emple closet room. On the thind floor is
fomd just ane's ddeal of & colondal sttic, stored with quaint old
relics, In the north end of this atdic is a very pleassut mnd
spacious bedroom with sloping sides. ALl the doors were ariginally
£1tted with large brass locks, but ell save two were stolen som
after the departure of the Schuylers. The house is full of fine
old furniture, quite in keeping with the style and age of the



structure, and which helps amesingly in cne's effort to think hime
"A few feet 1o the north of the present wood-house fore
thiret. There were also several pemstocks an the premises whaich
"Ihe spacious grounds in front were not so full of trees
in the early part of the century as now. They were then arvanged
At thet time 2 lown yan uncbstructed from the remr of the house
eastward 10 the bauks of the (p. 330) eansl. The lilse bushes at
the bottom of the excavation scutheast of the house are descendants
of the large anes thai cnce ornamented the garden of house Ho. 2,
bwmed by Burgoyne. The children were provided with great swings
"Ihe rebullding of his house by General Schuyler was no
doubt a necessary preliminary to the rehabilitation of his business
enterprises heve, that he might have s place of shelter while re
for rebuilding were no doubt, firet, because he had faith in the
witimate success of the cause for which the States weve struggling,



because there was & great demand in the coumizy at that time for
such merchandise as he could produce; and thirdly, that be might
encourage by his example the fugitive farmers to retwrn to their homes.”



(Page 34) "It was wnder the iafluence of this sentiment,
8o natural 1o every American, sud & stveng desire to make & per
sonal vislt o the classic giounds of my country, and portray
that, during the sultriness of midswmser, I left behind me the
cares of business life within the confines of owr coxmercial
calities commected with the events of the war for our neticmal
independence. For many years, as I occasicnally saw seme field
congecrated by revalutionary blood, or bullding hallowed as &
shelter of the heroes of thai war, I have felt esotions of shame,
such 88 every American ought to feel, on sesing the plow leveling
the breasteworks and batteries where our fathers bled, md these
edifices, containing the coumeil~chambers of men who planned the
attack, the ambuscads, or the retveal, crumbling into utter yuin.
Walle England erects o monument in honor of the ssputated leg of &
fied by the déeds of soldiers who were move than heroes as the
wmindful of the sacredness of the diteh and mound that scar his
and improvement, & very Cambyses smong achievements of labor of



fomer times, wnder the fair mask of yefined taste, is leveling

of that perdod, and thus to rescus from oblivion, before it should

was ny aployment for seversl momths; and e desire 4o place the

reslt of these journeyings, with a record of pest evente inseparebly

muﬁmxmmanmmm

ny ecuntyymen, has given hirth to these pages. .

ﬂzm»wﬁwmaumm

during the summer and early sutum. mmmwm

lends, the fields of Sevatoga, in point of isportence and distance,

invited the initiel visit.”

(Page 73) "They also wantemly set fire to several btuildings
on the way by order of Busgoyne himeelf; and among others; when
they cxossed the Fish Creek, the mamsion of Generel Schayler,
his mills and other property, smownting in value to twenty

*The house of General Schuyler was elegent for the times,
and was very pleasantly situated upon the south bank of the Fish
Ei1l or Pish Creek. It was rebuilt after the war, but in a
style much inferior in beauty and expense. It is still stending,
and in the present possession of George Strover, Esg. The bvoad



law: in fromt is besutifully shaded with venerabie trees; and
the falls of e Fish Creek ciose by contribute, by their music
and wild beauty, smeh to the interest of the scene. The mill
wes also rebuilt in the same style. In the engreving is given

& corpect pepresentation of it. Meny of the logs in the dum axe
the seme that cwrbed the stremn ia the time of ihe Revelution; and
that period, but thet the swremding hills should be covered
with dense woods,”






1. Colenel Morgan Lewis (Quartermester General in Gates' Ammy)

s October 20th 1777:

to Schuyler, dated
shall
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3.

.

is very inxious to lmow where
querter, duw %o teke Mr. RICF(7)'s m’?zs
Mﬂhmﬁua%umummm

her, & Metters sre wrranged here....
":;B.m ?ﬁ?h-ﬁ:&ﬁnh?u&m
Things Fﬁ,v left & Compeny m

g;wm Jun. to Schuyler, mw,mn,
:

~zmwwmmmmmmm
to Colo. Verick, three Iron Potts & the Box with Seythes--The
m:mm,wmeWMwm

tion respecting

"Colonel Lewis informe me thet he hes sent wp to
Blecksmiths. The Trowels ere not yet complested.

*To Morrow is fixed for Genersl Burgoyne's Deperture...."(10)

Gemersl Schuyler to J. Lensing, Jun, dsted Seretoge
Octover 23, 1777: ’ -

"The Cerpenters under Cept. Theyre being ordered to Join
Colo. Beldwin, you will plesse to procesd to Schenectsdy end

procure 8 large o mumber there ss you pogsibly csn, eleo s

meny Mesons ss you cen get. I sm 8o much in went of Mesons

mmmmmmvmmmm

procure them."(11)

Soldiers from Ceptein Thayre's Compeny, Colonel Jeduthsn Baldwin's
detachment of engineers snd sytificers, to construct his house st
Serstoge. The mein portion of Gates' amy, however, left Sretoge
within three or four deys following the swrender and Captain Thayre'
campeny elso srrived et /lbany on October 24.(32)ippaventiy Veriok,
in his letier of October 21, had correctly estimsted the velue of
Getes' offer of sssistence,

5. J. m; Mo ”m mmm”; 1?773

"I am honored with your Favor of the 234 which wes
delivered me yesterdey eving.



6.

7

!
i
;g
i

proposes to set off to Morrow......"(13)

Vardck fo Schuyler, dated Set. October 25, 1777:

memuﬁmmd'
0 hesr the Iron Work ig come safe to

mm&mmhmmmw
Yesterdey, but the Servents neglected g for them st
the Blecksmiths Shop they will be semt on Dey.

“Genl. mammmmmmﬁrum

mm’mmwmmm,
mum....,

m-um,mnm, October 27¢h, 1777:

mum, Letter dated /Ibeny, October 29, 1777:
*u—a by the Bearer two British Soldier who mre
priscners - , .
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Schuyler to Congress, dated Seratoga, Novewber 4, 1777
Schuyler wrote in part, "On the 2nd instant two British
Officers on their way o Canada took shelter in a violent stem

of rain in my little hut, the cnly remains of all my
buildings in this quarter.” Towards the close, he stated,
“in less than twenty daye, I shall nearly caplets a
comfortable house for the reception of my family,»{19)
Varick to Schuyler, dated Albeny, November 5, 1777:

"Agreeable to Your Request I send You the Frames by
mmmu&ww]xmm

;j“ﬁ!‘ﬂ
i
o
fee wal]
i
i
} i

General. Schuyler to Jaoln Jay, dated Suratoga, November 6, 1777:

“As 1 shall shortly be sltogether out of public life,
x-mwhmunmnmm,
mxmbummthumﬁﬂnm
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him again
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high, filled in

» Waich I began on the s

The new house

of
of the

Jowrmey of life
necessary may be
of the whole house

end

m on to the
once with reluctance,
uniess the weather should

under cover, and have 2 rooms
but observe that it is caly & frame

a8 the frame
i, boards and every other material

cheapest rates.

buildings are
rtant, and which will be
finighed by the 15th

£

h a very considersble share of satisfec
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i7.

ig.

i9.

an Order to Colonial Van Schalck to deliver me all the

 Masons of his Regiment -~ The Order belng furnished I set

off for Schemeetady snd found that four had slveady been
pent off - IWMmmmlmw
this Moraing."

Varick to Schuyler, Albeny 8, 1777;
"Nothing new has cccurred since Mine of the Sth, Except

&

Qeneral Horatico Gates to Schuyler, dated Albany, M% 1777

“As the Holsts, Major Stevens bespoke at Your Sew Mill,
for the Ordnance Store, 1o be erecied here, are

Varick to Schuyler, dated Albany, Sunday Noon, November 9, 1777:

", .e+The Stove Pipe & Chimney Bars will be sent to Morrow
or next day if the latier be ready.~

"As Charies has little to do with his Cart I shall send
him to Saratoge, especially as his every Lock & Action evinces
him to be too lagy o remain here. ummww
are very well.... With | & Good wishes to
Mrs. Schuyler & Yourself."
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“Your Favor of the 1l4th 12 UClock was delivered me
“As no oue of ouwr Fumlly can inform ms where the Baggage
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“With mosi Respectful Campliments io Mrs. W’”
“Wr. Langing tell me Potts has your Weggon.®

25, Lansing to Schuyler, dated Albany, November 22, 1777:

The Mogezine I cannot find...."
"My, Cadmus goes off on Mondey or Tuesday with him I shall
send the Iren Pots, which Mrs. Schuyler requested of Miss Peggy...

|

26. Varick to Schuyler, dated Albany, November 26, 1777 10 OClock P.M.

"jgreeable to Your Request I have ordered the Horses to
ped & send them by your Servant - By him You will also
the Trowels.

have had the Iron Work sorted & picked out by Mr.

& shall send for it to Morrow. - The Stove will then
put uwp.

I

d]



27,

but is now Much better - his Spirits seem to be incressed
”m.-;!(x

Sclwyler to a Friend, dated Saratogs, November 28, 1777:
"G the fivst instent /November st/ I began a house,

on the 19th I bad two rooms and Cellar Kitchen finished and on
the 30th Instant I shall discharge my carpenters."
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19,

pellections for 1879 p. 19

Schuvler Pars, N. Y. Public Librery, Letter No, 1069
Zbdd., Lettr No. 1139
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PHYSICAL HISTORY

According to a long standing local tradition the
Schuyler House was little changed from its original building
in November 1777. This tradition, I find, was based on the
fact that the building had never been furnished with modernm
conveniences such as electricty, plumbing and central heating
which we all take for pranted today.

The studies made by the architects of the Eastern
Office, Division of Design and Construction during the summers
of 1956 and 1958 indicate that the tradition is very wrong
and that the house had been extensively altered at two differ-
ent times since it was built. Very little of the original |
house remains with the exception of the foundation, basic
framing and a part of the brick nogging. The first alterstion
was done by General Schuyler, circa 1787, about ten years after
the original construction. A great deal of the work done at
that time remains in place today and can be preserved. The
second alteration was done after General Schuylers death,

A, Barlier Fouses

The existing house is the third Schuyler Ilouse to
be erected on this general site. The exact location of the
two earlier house is not known but may be determined by
further archeological research, The first house was owmed
and occupied by the prandfather of General Schuyler and was
destroyed ¥wbén General Philip Schuyler was still a child.
The second house was inherited by Ceneral Schuyler after the



C. House and Kitchen as Altered c. 1787

In 1786 we find the first definite documentry evidence
tmtmrkmamdtocomnm&mylermintoa
more livable year-around home. Large quantities of materials
stapted to arrive, many of them from merchants in New York
City who acted as agents to Schuyler in the sale of lumber
floated down the Hudson from Saratoga. The following are from
Schmylers account with "Stevens and Fabbell®, one of the New

York merchantsi

786

July 1 668 1bss Neils @7 2618 110

October 16 1 cask 20d Nails 198Lbs. @107 8:13: 3

1 do 2hd do 112Lbs do L:18s 8

1787

March 1 1 cask 10d Nails wt 182 1bs 9/ L 7 ksl
500 ft 12 x 10 Glass 120 30t « %~
15 # Gallo Spirits 6/6 531 =19
312 gallons N.York Ram @ 2/7 hes 1tk
1 bbl Sugar @ 67/ 63 9310
1 bbl for Rum -1 61d

( . Schuyler Papers, NYPL)
On June 25, 1787, Eben® Stevens



house or kitchen during this period of time., One item, probably the
finisihing touch to the house is mentioned on page 117 of Schuylers
Saratopa account book:

" May 17, 1791 To cash for Paper Hangings r. =®
paid John Taylor L-10= 18

( 18, Schuyler Papers, New York Public Library )

This probably refers to the wallpapers found in the Hall and Parlor
during our investigations im 1956, The se two wallpapers have rrecently
been reproduced for us by the "Imperial Paper and Color Corporation®

of CGlens Falle, lew York,

John B, Schuyler died in the fall of 1795 and in December of that
year Schuyler gave orders for the removal of his late son's belongings
from the house and to drive them to Albany, These orders were carried
out in Jamary 1796. Correspondence pertaining to this pives some idea
of the outbuildings and furnishings at that time., Below is Schuyler's
letter written from the Saratoga house:

"Seratoga December 19, 1795

Sir

I inclose you a letter for the tenants on several of my lots
requesting them to ride two days for me in the course of the present
winter. Those who do not comply will be charged with ten Shillings
for each day which I will pay you = _

On the loft of the wagon house there is about one hundred
bushels of corn and a quantity of ocats., If it is more convenient
for you to send me cats and corn from Waterford or Halfmoon it is
in your option so to do. I wish to have them sent the first good
sleding as I have but little grain for my Horses at Albany, All
the furniture, beef and other things which are to go to Albany you
will please to send to my house and give the Persons who carry it
each a bill of what he takes =

The Franklin in the Wagon house is to be sent down last -

I shall send for the Horse sleds in the winter,

In the root celler is a gquantity of potatoes please to sell
them for me, reserving what you may want for your family use. The
other garden stuff is at your service as at present.

Please to take Account of any farming utinsels, chains & etc
and give me a list thereof the like to be returned at the Experation
of the lease or paid for at your option,

¥ I =



Inclose you an account of the board and plank which are at the upper
mill belonging tc the Estate of my late son. be so good as to have
them brought to the landing for which I will pay you, and also the
rails on the same paper I have noted the board and plank now at the
landing belonging to the Estate.

Mr. Robert Parkes has engaged the boards planks and rails,
and when he is ready to raft you will nlease to delive r the whole
to hime

The bedstead, bedding, chairs, stove and the white cupboard
with anything that may be therein are to be left here, as also the
maple wood writing table - the other furditure in the south room is
to be sent down.

Be so good as to send down the wheat as fast as it is threshed.
I may be wonvenient to send the chairs on the 8leds loaded with
¥heat or other @rain, or the flaxseed which is in the wagon house
loft.

The pork and beef in the cellar, as also the paint Kegs(?)
of oil must be sent down unles you should be ableto sell the beef
and pork here.

The green chairs belongs to M. Toll(?) please toDeleiver them
when he sends for them.

Please to deliever the llegro man Lisbon five bushels of
Corn whenever he sends for it.

Be so good as to send down the Phaeton top which lays in the
Wagon house with the very first sleds that carries a load down.

If any person wants to buy the log Carriage please to sell it.

And es T have not time to copy this letter please to bring
me a copy thereof when you come to Albany.

Most sincerely wishing you health ard happiness I am .
Your Obedient Servant

Ph, Schuyler
To Richard Davis Esqe." - 19
( 19. Schuyler Papers. lNew York Public Library )

We have no record on how the house was used after the death of
John Bradstreet Schuyler in 1795 until his son, (General Schuyler's
Grandsoft) married and moved inte the house in 1811 unless we interpet
the above letter to indicate that Schuyler leased the building to
Richard Davis, General Schuyler may have retained the house as his
Surmer Office until his death in 180L. lo papers have been found
which give light on this subject. During this period there was no let
up in the activities at Saratoga. New Mills were built and more tenant
houses and barracks were erected,

« 1K =



Philip Schuyler II, son of John Bradstreet Schuyler and grande
8on of General Philip Schuyler lived in the house from 1811 until he
lost the house in the financial panic of 1837. He would be the first
occupant of the home to have raised a large family and require additional
rooms. The Generals family, while large, was largely grown when the house
was built. John B. Schuler had only two children, one of whom died in
infancy. Phillip XEE Schuyler II who had five daughters, could
conceivebly have required extra space and erected the rear teir of rooms
and the front gallery in the late 1820's or early 1830's, We know that
they were erected before Benson J. Dossing's trip to the area in 18.8,
when the house was out of the Schuyler family, (ld maps tentatively
dated 1837 for an aid in disposing the Schuyler property indicate that

these additions were not made at that time., CammepeccSiwmrmocckiEoE

BO8 IrAi ba

1R N ._‘f,."(‘.A‘ FA-B 1L B A @A .‘C“O’ll,! BE LA PEBE) P

POST SCHUYLER HGUSE

In 1839 the house was purchased by George Strover, who may mx
have erected the reir teir of rooms soon after aquiring the house. A
study of his papers failed to reveal what work he had done on the house,
Many accounts were found for building materials, however it was not..
listed to which of his numerous properties the materials were intended,
Apparently he remodeled the kitchen soon after he purchased the house,
Interior partitions were removed. Double Iung windows were added and
the one casement removed. The fireplace and cimney wes rebuilt eliminaing
the brick overis. A water warming vat was installed in their place.

After Strovers death very little was done to the house except
mainbenance,and that not too good, until the house was aquired and
statilized by the National Park Service in the 1950's,
- 16 =



Soon after the Park Service agquired the Nouse the put in good repair
and had the exterior painted. Some rotted sections were removed and
replaced, however a great deal more of this remains to be done.

In the swmer of 1956, the writer and Building Restoration
Specizlest Whittington did some preliminary investigations and started
the interior restoration on the front and original dection of the house.
The writer sparted a set of measured drawings of the building as found.
These drawings were continues by Architect A, W, Franzen later in the year.

All plaster in the front section of the building, with the exception
of small sections on the second floor and ceilings was in very bad
condition, Plaster was literaly held up by the numercus layers of wall-
paper left on the walls. (line lesyers were found in the parlor) In many
places thils plsster had received many patches over the years, The plaster
had been applied directly to the sun dried brick nogging which by its very
nature is a poor plaster backings Wire lath was applied to the walls
and new plaster applied, Thie plaster was allowed to stand at least a
year before the reproduction wallpapers were applied,

The central hall which had been completely altered from its original
form wes restoreds Original evidence for this restoration was found in
the drawing found in the New York Historical Society. A4 careful study
of the floor was made to locate ghosts of the former walls indicated on
this drawing, By wetting the floors with a sponge these outline s were
very clear. The measurements thus obtained checked amost exactly with
the dimensions on this old drawings There was a trap door in the hall
floor when we found it for which no one could account for. We found
that by restoring the original partitions that this trap door was in
the pantry and provided access from the wine and foort cellar,

w 17 =



After the plastered ceiling was removed we found the outline of the
top tread of the stairway and the outline where the cornice moulding had
run in the stair opening. A ghost of the rail and balusters were found
on the underside of a joist. With this informetion we were able to rest-
ore the stairway and entrance hall with very little conjecture.

Two mantels had been altered in later years. After paint removal
on these mantels we were able to determine the original members and the
later additions and changes. By removing the later additions we were able
to pattern original mouldings from ghosts remaining on the remaining
original members.
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