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1 Minimum Implementation of IMD Standards 

This document describes the minimum level of policy implementation by the central office for any network assistance project 
implemented by the central office. Minimum implementation does not imply never going beyond the minimum; however, in cases 
where time/resources are a constraint, these standards will ensure that projects are manageable.  

The target audience for these standards is central office staff.   

Although we hope to always at least follow the minimum, we anticipate cases where even doing the “minimum” is 
unattainable/unreasonable given the existing resources. Thus, exceptions will be accommodated on a case-by-case basis with 
the expectation that they be negotiated and documented in the project plan. 

These minimum implementation standards will be updated regularly as policy is introduced/revised and as the central office 
determines reasonable levels of minimal implementation. 

2 Database Standards 

See https://irma.nps.gov/DataStore/Reference/Profile/2224205 for explanation of standards 

For any project involving an existing database that needs revision/improvement, the central office will ensure that the database 
meets the following standards: 

General Database 

 Referential Integrity (1.2) 

 Data Stand Alone (1.4) 

Table Organization and Naming 

 Table Description (2.2) 

 Primary Keys (2.4) 

 Unique Records (2.8) 

 Distinct Lookup Tables (2.9) 

Column Organization and Naming 

https://irma.nps.gov/DataStore/Reference/Profile/2224205
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 Column Names Representing Unit of Measure (3.6)  

 Column Descriptions (3.7) 

 Geospatial Units and Datum (3.9) 

 Default Values (3.12) 

 Zero-Length Strings (3.13) 

In cases where a new database is developed by the central office, we expect to implement all database standards. 

3 Water Quality 

For all network assistance projects involving discrete water quality data, the central office will ensure that there is the capacity to 
provide the data to the Water Resource Division (WRD) instance of EQuIS.   

These databases that are developed/augmented by the central office will have an EQuIS EDD export routine for submission to 
WRD. Specific guidance on the mapping is found in the “Water Resource Division EQuIS EDD Mapping: IMD Implementation” 
document. At a minimum, the central office will: 

 Map data to all required fields defined by EQuIS 

 Attempt to map all data collected by the network that is considered optional by the WRD. 

In cases where there is water quality data that does not clearly have an appropriate location in the EQuIS EDD, the central office 
will not attempt to determine work-arounds or negotiate with the WRD about additions/enhancements to the existing EDD. 

Finally, the central office will direct networks to request that labs submit data to Networks in WQX structure. If labs are unaware of 
EQuIS WQX, a template is here. 

 

http://share.inside.nps.gov/sites/nrss/div/imd/co/staff/fa/WRD_EQUIS_EDD_Mapping.docx
http://share.inside.nps.gov/sites/nrss/div/imd/co/staff/fa/WRD-WQX/National%20Park%20Service%20WQX.xlsx

