
Wilson’s Creek NB Deer Monitoring 
 
White-tailed deer w ere monitored betw een 2005 and 2015 
on Wilson’s Creek National Battlefield, Missou ri u sing  
methods dev eloped by the Heartland Inv entory and 
Monitoring  Netw ork. See: 
http://science.natu re.nps.g ov /im/u nits/htln/deer.cfm. An 
index  of deer density w as u sed to identify annu al chang es 
in the deer popu lation w ithin the su rv ey area of the 
battlefield. The index  of deer density declined sharply 
betw een 2005 and 2007, coincident w ith an ou tbreak of 
hemorrhag ic disease. Popu lation size, thou g h v ariable, has 
increased sig nificantly abov e the 2007 low . Ov erall, deer 
density on the battlefield has increased an av erag e of 2.94 
indiv idu als annu ally since initiating  su rv eys. 
 

Park Boundary

Deer Density (Ind/km2)
1 - 8 Ecological Carrying Capacity
9 - 31 Cultural Carrying Capacity Low
32 - 54 Cultural Carrying Capacity Medium
55 - 76 Cultural Carrying Capacity High
77+ Biological Carrying Capacity

Survey Route

Group Siz e
1 - 4
5 - 7
8 - 11
12 - 14
15 - 17
18 +
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