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California Cooperative Fishery Research Unit 
Humboldt Satc University 

June 2,2000 

Kyle Brakmiek 
1151 Villa Way 
Arcata, CA 95521 
(707) 826-35 16 
~~b9~~~xe.humboldt.edu 

David A. Mcbod 
Department of Fish and Game 
Northern California North-Coast Region 
619 Second Street 
Eureka, CA 95 50 1 

Dear Mr. McLeod 

Subject: M e  Creek Downstream Migration Study 

I apologize for Eailing to have sent a summary report for the mooth of April. The onset of class f d s  and 
field work kept me from entering trap dau in a timely fashion. I am just now getting caught up and finally 
have some summary results regding the downstream migrant trapping efforts in Prairie Crmk. 

To date we now have four eke  traps operating in Boyes, Streelow and Prairie Creek. The fyke trap in 
Browns Creek was rmovcd on May 24,2000. Thm a couple of interesting i m s  lo notc from thc 
included catch summary table. There have heen sigtlificant catches of age O+ trout in the past two weeks, 
priniarily at the lower Prairie and &yes Creek fyke Imps. In addition, it docs not appear that adult 
Chinnok salmon utilized Streelow and Boy- Creek for spawning habitat. 

As you arc a m ,  my primary intcrcst in operating the fish traps is to determine ovcr-winter survival of 
juvenile coho salmon in uppu hairk Creek using relestserbcapnm analysis of PIT tagged coho. TO date 
we have caught 415 tagged fish at t h ~  uppcr Prairie Creek trap site and 79 tagged h€~ at the lower site. Of 
the tagged fish caught at the lower trap sitc, 3 1 of the 79 tag recaptures were caught at both Prairie Creek 
traps. This lea& me to conclude two things: 1) the 1ower.Prairie Creek fyke Lrap is relatively efficient and 
2) (I large majority of tbe tagged fish captured at the upper trap have no1 yet migratcd past the lower Prairie 
Creek trap. Givcn this, we are going to continue opmting the mainstem M e  Creek v a p s  for anolhcr 
two weeks to assess potential fag mifyation of tagged coho salmon (see incIuded bar graph). Streelow and 
Boys Creek traps will be operated for one more week and then pulled for the summcr. 

If there are any questions or concans please contact me az the abovc e-mail address or at 826-35 16. Thank 
you for your time and coopmation. 

Sincerely, 

Kyle Brakensick 
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Ammacete 19 0 0.00 
Tailed Frog 0 0 0.00 
C. Range Sculpin 24 0 0.00 

153 1 0.65 Prickly Sculpin __-..--- 
37 0 0.00 
33 0 0.00 
5 0 0.00 

O+ Coho 2828 22 0.78 

PGS 
Padfic Lampray 
amok Lamprey 
1+ Cutthroat -. . . . . . -- 429 4 __ _  .. 0.83 ._ 

1+ Coho 719 7 0.97 
Steelhead 1 0 0.00 
0, Chirwk ..... .- 24627 155,.... 0.83 

1 0 0.00 Red-Lagged FIDE 
Sucker 0 0 0.00 
O+ Trout 2680 14 0.52 
I+ Trout ..--<-. 51)3 . 7 1.39 

SIart Date 31mo 
End Date w4100 
Days I Period 61 
Days Fished 77 

Days Not Fished 4 

-- 
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Trap 1 nfo 

Tab1 calch, mortalii and p e m t  mortality by species and trap site for the 199900 dwmswearn migrant fish lrapping ebrts in Prairie c~ee% basin, 
northern California. through May 31, 2000. 
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Juvenile Coho Salmon Downstream Migrant Trap Catches, 
Prairie Creek, California, 1999nO0. 
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