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Dear Stewart, ¢ il -

B1s
The mineral which you brought under refrigeration frdx-n“
Crystal Pit Lava Cave in Craters of the Moon National Monu-
ment is mirabllite, Na2804-10H20. The white powder which
forms from the minersl when it dehydratees is thenardite,
N;QBOA. This property explains the previcus identification
of the minersl by the University of Utah as thenardite.

In 1951 I studied some of the white powder which occurs™
in gypsum cave blisters in Scldiers Cave by optical methods
and found gypsum, calcite, and opal. 1 would like to re-
examine this materisl by x-ray methods i1f it 1s possible for
you to collect some. Similar materisl from the larger cave
blisters in Palmer Cave would be even Dbetier if you shculd
be plsnning to go there,
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Sincerely,
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Copy: NPS, San Francisco Gecrge W. Moore
Craters of the Moon Monument
William B, White



