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The mineral wh1ch you bro~t under refr1gerat1on from 
Crystal P1t Lava. Cave 1n Craters of the 1-1oon National ¥.onl.l­

~ent 18 m1rab111te, Na2S04 ·10H20. The white powder which 

torms from the m1neral when 1t dehydr tes 1s thensrd1te, 

N&2604. Th1 property xpl 1na the pr v10ul 1d ntltloatlon 
of the m1ne~ by t~e University or Utah a8 thenard1te. 

In 1951 I stud1ed some of tho white powder hlch occu:t'll 

1n gypsum cave b11sters in Soldiers Cave by opt1cal methods 
and found gypsum. oalol te, and opal. I would like 0 re­

examine thiB mater1al by x-ray methods 1f 1t 1s possible for 
you to oollect Bome. Slm1lar mater1al from the larger cave 
blisters ln Palmer Cave would be even better 1f ou sh~uld 
be planning to go there~ 
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