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Standard Operating Procedure 4: Ohio Rapid Assessment 
Method 
Step-by-Step Procedures 
The Ohio Rapid Assessment Method (ORAM) for Wetlands (v. 5.0) is the primary tool used in 
rapidly-assessed wetlands (Mack 2000). Ideally, all ORAM users should attend a two-day 
certification course provided by the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency’s Wetland Ecology 
Section. However - these classes are announced early in the season and fill quickly. At a minimum, 
users must receive an in-depth overview of the manual and intensive field training given by the 
Wetland Program Manager. Calibrations should be completed to verify that user error is minimal 
(variation in scoring is less than 5 points). In addition to formal training, the entire ORAM Manual 
should be read over at the beginning of each field season, with special attention given to Section 7.0 
(Quantitative Rating) of the ORAM Manual. Section 7 should be referenced carefully when 
completing the Quantitative Rating Field Form (Attachment 4.1). An ORAM can typically be 
completed in 0.5 to 1 hour. 

1. Use waypoints for rapidly-assessed wetlands (SOP 2) to navigate to wetland. 
2. Using the digital data entry form on the Yuma 2 GPS unit, record ocular assessments of the six 

metrics shown on the Quantitative Rating Field Form (Attachment 4.1). Each metric has slightly 
different scoring instructions that are described on the form.  

3. The following metrics can be improved through the use of remotely sensed imagery in the office: 
buffer distance and surrounding land use, and horizontal interspersion. Adjust metric scores as 
needed. 

4. Based on the ORAM score, determine the regulatory category (Table 4.1) 
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Table 4.1. Cross-walk between Ohio Rapid Assessment Method scores and regulatory categories (Mack 
2000). Categories with an asterisk are rounded up to the next category for regulatory purposes. 

ORAM v 5.0 Score Regulatory Category 

0 - 29.9 1 (low quality) 

30 – 34.9 1 or 2 gray zone* 

35 – 44.9 Modified 2 

45 – 59.9 2 

60 – 64.9 2 or 3* 

65 - 100 3 (high quality) 
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Attachment 4.1. Quantitative Rating Field Form for Ohio 
Rapid Assessment Method 
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