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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
MOUNT McKINLEY NATIONAL PARK

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT MCKINLEY me.- ALASKA

The Director,
Hatlonal Pk Sewviee,
“mm. D.u.

Pear S5irg
The following is respectfully subdtted as my report for the
month of Hovember, 1925;

SELBAL STATREIT
THE MOUMI MOKINLEY NATIGNAL PAK was set sside by Aot of

Congress, Yebruary 2¢th, 1917, (Sece B716 HeB. State 938) as &
plessuring ground for the benefit and enjoyuent of the people, and
placed under the exclusive control of the Sectretary of the Interior,
m-uummummmawmmumm :
nocuasary for the care end maintenance of the Parke

By Aot of Congress, January 30th, .l.m.tol’utbmndam-
vere extended eastward 40 the 149th meridian.

The Park is situated principally in the south ~gustern
gontral Alaska. Its dimensions wr¢ sbout ome hundred miles northesast
and south-wsst, and an sverage of twenty six and one~half mi) s wide
north and south, giving it an srea of 2,040 square miles, Or 1,602,800

aSrede .
Its eltitude immightoen hundred to twemty thounsand thrve
hundred feot, which is the swanit of Hount ieKinley.

Y

The Park hesdquartsra are nov located at Mile 2, on the Park
highway, ecast of Mgkinley Faxk Station, on the Alaska lallroad, which
is noar the omtrance to0 the Fark.

Hove lat
Famgers Nyberg and Armstrong in Falirbunks % get the Purk
m!muirwm.
mmmmnnmmnumu-hm. 8o they
andﬂ.wm'hhuwummhmm bring in
their crew from that point.This winds up thelr work on the park road
for this season. L left at moon and retwmed vith the crew at 8 P.i.




in Fairbanks still.
I wore in the office all day; then worked
uurcmuhmnmmdfurmu‘h&.
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Rangers lyberg and ‘wmstrong still in Fairbanks.
xummmummtmrmmmumuum
unmﬁhtmwmmulmtmihoﬁnh
ow-'ﬂnminmawnttnhudmﬁumﬂwruwtruu-

vkod i the office ahd cared for the stock. ¥e

dg wolves mear the park highway, at
4 away and nover moved while the men
the other wvas u graye
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Mackie and I were in the office also met train for the dogs.
Sinclalr as temporary ranger for about
& dogs presented %o this park by Mre William
Greone, of Hoaly Alagize They are Tine dogs wnd valued at about $120.00.
Though s 1ittle sasllor than the park dogs, they are lively and good workers.
I mude o trip to tho railroad, inm the evening, to bring them
t0 headquarterse

Haye Gih
Rangers still in Fairbankse

s Hoceived ndvices that there was a big ice Jam on the Tanana
Kiver, below Falrbanks, which flooded the surrounding country; maidng 1t
impossible $o bring the dogs %o Fairbanks Lswdiately.

Mackie and I were in the office gotting out delayed mutter also
made & trip o the railrowd with the moil. Feuther wery goft, ralning.

Ranger Nyberg phomed from Falrbanks reporiing thad the river is
in such a gtate that he could not get the dogs. Those familiar with She river
aivised him not to attewpt % go down-strean under present conditions. 1
adwiged him to go down-stresnm %0 the fish cup where the dogs wore sumered
gnd directed hinm how %0 get there; to take rawger drmstrong with him or send
him buck 0 headquarters, if possible. ¥é must have the dogs here 8oun.

Mackie snd I were in $he office on delayed matiers, alsd cared

!wﬂhMdeh\;mm-musm&Qmm. '

Eov. Bth : :
womlwmdwmcuhhadnlm.mmﬁhﬂﬂﬂ
on the auto truck. The weather very soft - rosd like o sheet of Lce.
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Hackie and I ware in the office on delayed wmtters. 1 also
hauled freight up lrom the railroad. -

2 progpuctors visited us relative to bunting and possible
work In the purk.

How. 10%h
Ranger Armgtrong retwrnmed from Palrbanks. He reports ranger

Nyberg left Fuirbanks for the fish camp Junday. He thought it advisable to
gend Armstrong back 40 headquarters ag there was no telling how loag 1t would
take %o get the dogs.

Mackie and I were in the office al® I med train with owr mail.
Congiderablé time is conswmed in sending and recedving the mail as the north
and southebound trains are 2 hours apart. Then one has a ¢ hour walt during
the sorsing. 30 the return twip from headguarters to the depot and back, takes
about 3 hourse

Howe 11t

Hanger Ammstrong getting the dog corral in shape % receive the
doge also put in large ventilator in the barn and also pud in o drain in the
floar of the "

Mackie and I were in the office all day and worked om owr cabins
in the evening.

Hove 12%h '

1 am getiing worried about langer Nyberg and the doga. Have
received no word from him, since the other day.

Mackie and 1 were in the office all day.

Kanger Armstrong fixed up the small tent buside the barm, putting
in a bench, stove, drille-press and also gavhered up all the %ools and corral
equipment wxl stored them in the amall tent. Thiz tent will be used as » work
shop and hmmess room, thereby eliminating the misplacing and possible loss
of “%oolg.
fioye 13th

Ranger Arnstrong working on the dog hurmesss,

Mackie was in the offlece all day.

I was in the office part time, then hauled, with the truck, the
double onder horse sled, horse bedding from the barn at old Hele Algo tried
tomhaul the big horse bob sled but the truck could not pull them on the Loy
hill. First tvip across lHines Creek with the wuck.

Hoy. l4th.

Ho word from Hamger Nyberg snd the dogs.

Mockie and I were in the office 2ll days

Ranger Armstrong was vorking on seversl gets of hammess for e
new dogs also repaived his own sled(park sled) which I was expocting %o have
veapired by a local carpenter but have been unable to do so.

Have 14tk

Hanger cleaning up his quarters.

I took a trip in the auto, to the Mtofim divide between
Savage and Zanctuary Mivers to look over conditions and %o get some equipment
stored a3 Javage cache. The road is in fine shape as far na 3avage Kiver but

on the hillside from Javege Hiver o Sanctuary hiver, tiw divide is drifted




deep with snow in many places. LI was able to make the divide but did not

attempt to go down into Sanctuary aa the drifts were %00 deep and there was
a possibility of not getting baok, I saw a large mumber of caribou in 3avage

and Jemny Creek valleys also sbout 70 sheep on the rthorn range of hills.

Yoy, l6th :
Ranger Armgtrong working on dog harness and put window in harness
room and work shop tent. Mackie was in the office all day.
legeived word that Ranger Nyberg left Falrbanks this morning with
the dogs and that everything was U.K. He will srive &t Healy tonight and
come on to Melinley Park Jtation tomorrow nighte

Hoye 178h
Misckie wag in the office all day.

Konger Armastrong working on sled and harness.

I worke. in the office part of the morning, thon took the dleds
and haurness for the dogs %o the depot; then took the pussenger train for
Healy t0o see operator at Healy and to assist Ranger Nyberg with the dogs. We
arrived at MeKinley Park 3tation after dark, as the freight train left Hoaly
very late. Nyberg was compellod to build a platform in the car in order %o
get the dogs in half ofl 1t, which was all we wore allowed. \rmstrong was at
the depot to meet us. The dogs were excitemd and very hard to handle after
being cooped up in the freight car, two dayse But we landed them at headquarters
in good shape and only one dog having a bad cut on his leg. j

hanger Nyberg reported having had a very hard and dangerous time
getting the dogs from the fish camp to Fairbanks, a distance of 24 miles, down
the Tanana River. le stated the comtractor was mot nt fault as it was imposeible
to get the dogs to Fairbanks sooner. ia it was, the ice was ruming and the
Tanana ildver was mostly open with rotton rim-ice on the sides. On his trip don
he managed to cross the river on a very flimsy ice jam and then work his way
down-gtream mostly through the willows to the fish cap. On his return he took
twelve of the dogs, hooked to a dled, by their chains and was compelled %o cut
s road through the willows for several miles. Crossing the ice with them, was
& dange:-ous business as he could shove a pole through the ice in most anywhere.
The thing is, he arrived safely in Fairbanks with them, after two days as hard
a work as he would not care % happen every daye The contractor brought up the
remaining dogs the next day. JUne day later and he is sure he would not haw
been able to muke the tripe

Hoy. ldth : .
kangers fitting dog collars and repaivéng sleis.

Mackie wnd I were in the office adjusting accounts upon which we
roceived notice from the Jervige.

Nove 10th

hanger Nyberg and A\rmstrong have considorable work ahead of Bhem
repairing their sldds and putting new rumners under then also fitting dog
collars and tow lines. \ local carpenter had promised %0 repair the sleds for
us but has beon putting it off until we could not wait any lomger. 5o it is
up to us to repalr them owrselves also Kanger Nyberg will have to get his
supplies and equipment together for a three or four months patrol into the
Toklat lliver section of this park. *

Mackle and I were in the office all duy; ale I assisted the




rangers in getting ready for their trip, as it will pay to get everything in
shape 30 az not to interfere with future patrol.

Hove 20%h

Rangers wvorking on their sleds and harness also putting new
runners on sleds. Thoy had to bend them and bore the wooden r umners and
also countersink the holes in the steel runners.

Mackie and I wore in the office all day; I also assisted the
rangers in their work, purt time.

Hoye 2lat -
Bo th rangers working on their sleds and hurmess.

2 new Home-style light rumabout dog-sleds recelved today. These
m negassary - one for replacement and one for extra dog team. These sleds
will be uged on short f.st runs as they are much 1igh%er than the old sleds
which are becoming worn out and are liable to bocome fiseless at any time.
Mackie and I were in the office all day.

BHove 22nde
nanger HNyberg working on his sled.
Hanger uamgtrong cleanming wp their quarters.
Magkle and I worked around owr cabins.

Hove 23xd

Ranger Nyberg completed repairing his sled. I went over with
him, the supplies he should take with him and aleo inatructions relative to
his duties wvhile stationed in Toklat Hiver gsection of the parke. Mo algo
packed his personal belon ings and stored them in the storehouse tente

Ranger umgtrong woring on his sled as I wish him %0 get roady as
soon as possible and asuist langer liyverg freight his supplies and equipment
as far as Toklat hiver.

Mackie wnd 1 wero in the office all day; I alaso assisted the
rangers as far as possible.

Howe 24%h

Rangey Nyberg om trail to Savege idiver with dégteam, hauling
out part of his supplies which ho w1l need on the Tokiat patrol. The woight
of his outfit including dog-feed and supplies, will be close to 2,000 1lbs.
To begin with, he can only haul light londs as his dogs are very soft.

Hanger Armstrong working on his sled.

Mackie and I wore in the office also I met trauins wi th mmil.
Ags we have no agent at Mglinley Park 3tation, I was compelled % go to the
railroad for perishable freight which was dumpted off the train, into the
snow at 8.30 P.i. in lO0-dejrecs-below-zero-wosther. I would not have known
they wore there if Wre Morino had not telephoned me that the train was at the
depot; of course the perishables wore badly nipped by the frost.

Boye 203h

Ranger Nyberg returned from Savage lhivere He reports the loat 4
miles of road on the Javage end A3 bare of snow. He also states there isg very
little smow on that side of the divide. His dogs were very tire! going out
but retuwrned in better spirits.




Ranger ‘mstrong working on hig sled which wus in very bad

condition. -
Mockle and I were in the office; also I assisted the rangers
in order %0 get them on the truil as soon as possible.

Hoy, 26%h .

Ag I vish the rangers 10 make a trip to the northern and south-
eastern boundaries before they go o the Toklat Miver section, I had hanger
Hyberg assist Ranger \rmstrong get ready for the trall tomorrow.

Hackie was in the office all day.

: I was in the office purt time; thon in the aftermoon, %ook a
trip up First Creek to observe conditions for winter aupply of water for Hel.
1 roke through the shedl ice and severely sprained my instep. Returned %o
headquarters « Later started 0 build a temporary shelter of poles and canvas
to house the auto trusk, as it i{s almost Lmpossible t0 start the machine in
the open.

Noy. 273h

Hanger Nyberg went on patrol, south, to Windy Croek section and
Ranger ‘wmstrong went, wegt and north, into the park and wlong the nor thern
m&f,- !
Hackie was in the office ull day.
I hauled goal all the day from the bunker at railrosd to head-
quarters as we were all getting shott.lIn the evening, I wrked from 7 P.M.
%o 11 P.ide on the new sleds, olled them and put pull-iopes on theme.

Mr. Brnest He Sinelair arrived today. He usked penaission %o
locate in the runger cabin and ge$ fandlinr with his duties before entering
on duty, Dece lat, which permission was grantede

E

Hanger liyberg returned late this eveming. He reported it ia
impogsible to go wp hlley Creek with the dogtomn. Ho wemt up Kiley Croek
9 mlles, pulling over rocks and gravel. No ice %0 travel on, in the stroam.
He walked up hiley 2 miles further and found donditions no better. He had
%o uild 2 bridges to get us fur as he did wlso several ice bridges broke
vhen he was crossing which made it almost impogsible %0 retumn the same route.
30 he took over the divide to the railrosd - found much exposed ground along
the tiuck also the Nenana liver was not frosen over and was open for many
miles, so he declded % retwrn to headquarters. g dogs were vory tired from
the h‘ip-

HMackic and I were in the office all daye I ulaso %00k Sinclair
around headquartors and explained o him, the rangers® duties while at this
SLllipe

Hove 29%h g

Ranger Nyberg on trip % Savege Kiver tuking some of his supplies
out. 3inclalr asked permission to go with MHyberg, using the extra team, so that
he ¢an become used to them, which wa: gruntede

langer Armstrong returmed from Savage iiver patrol. 'k tried to
get through Javage Canyon €5 the north voundary but was unaole to as the stream
wag open und very litile rim ice. le vory nesrly lost his outfit in a deep nole
80 twned back as he did not wish $) endanger himself, dogs or e quipmeat. 'lo
A1l %y agadn toworrow, le.ving the dxs at upper Guvage cabin and walk through




in this way, he can cover mogst of the vital points, ve taking a day longer. '
Muckie and 4 were in the office all daye 4 sl repaired an old
Yukon sled which we use for hauling material, etc, around headquartcrse

NoYa. 30k,

nanger A\rmasirong went on patrol to Savage, tuking a load of hangers
Nyoerg's supplies, with him. ile will walk through the canyon and cover as nuch
ground as possible of the norithern bdoundary between Savage Kiwer and Healye

hanger Wyberg and Sinclair returnec from Savage hiver. Thelr dogs
were very tired, as they hwl to pull over considerable bare grounde

Mackie and 1 were in the of fice all day.

I L A L T L S P A A T L T T T,
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SEMAT

There was no chamge in the personnel, during the past month, which
consl sted of o superintendant, clerk and 2 rangers, the third ranger irs. e
L. Karstens, receives <1.00 per month to give her legal astatus to aasist the
superintendant in his worke i

Though the office work is still somewhat behind, it is gradually
being brought up to date, The superintondant's and clerk’s cabine are in a
falrly comfortable condition, now allowing practically full time in the office
except on routine work around headquarters, aml the care of stock when the
rangers are on patrol. #lso the inability % get & carpenter t0 repair the
dog sleds, which were in very bad condition and needed repairs. Thig work was
done by the superintendant and rangers. Also to relieve the rangers for patwl,
the superintendant hsuled all the coal and freight and met trains wi th the
-ﬂ.i].. )

The posting and receiving of mail matter twice a week, is quite a
problew as the north and south boumd trains are 2 hours apart. It is necessary
to post matter at least ¢ hour before the train time and another 4 hour is last
waiting for the malle,t bLe sortede Zhen the 4~mile round 4rip from headquar®rs
to the railroad, consumes additional time, making & loss of pructically 2 half
daps during sach week.

The receiving of freight, especiually perishable goods, is a matter
of considerable tiuwe lost and expense t0 the personnel, as we have no railroad
agent at liclinley Fark Station. Freight is duwped off in the snow or put in the
¢old depot where it hus every opportunity to freeze, or if it ig left out in -
the snow, stray dogs have the chance to spoil 1t. vwe have no way of knowing
when our freight is shipped and many tuses have gone those 2 miles to the rd 1-
road and walted several hours in the cold and when the [reight-train arrives,
find our freight has not been shipped. The freight-trains are irregular and
arrive here anytime in the afternoon or well into the night or early morning.
These conditions have used up more of our time, than one would realize. The
matter has veen tuken up with the lailroad requesting their agsistance if -
possible, suggesting that the agents north and south of us, infom us vhen tle re
is freight for us on any of their truins. This, the lailroad informed me, they
would do by notilfying the agents and Ireight conductors but would not guarantee
it would follow out.

Juch conditiona as this and many other routine jobs interfere
greatly with stralght time in the office bLs the superintendant and clerk. ‘lgo
much time has been spent by the superintendant and clerk delving into decisions
and proper procedure in the of lice and administration matters, as it ia our

alm to be commended, rather than censured, by the Jervice.




HOAD HORK

No work was done on the park rosd this month; all the crews having
been laid off by the Alaska loud Commigsion except three mechanics who are
working on the repairing of the tractors and cars, in preparation for next
season's work. :

PHTARNSD AT RS ER BN T g

VLaLTons
There were no visitors 'to the park during the month.

Hpheavey fSeTPu e R Espay

Bo traffic over the purk road, except the road commission and park
cars.

The road betweea hewdquarters and rallroad is being kept open for
the auto truck, as it is much cheaper and quicker %o haul coal, freight, etd,
with the truck than horses. Horses and sleds were resorted to after a deep
en>w but for u quarters of a mile around the rallroad depot, the snow was all
blown off the roud, muking 1% lipossible to hauls loads on sleds over this
stretoh. After much preparation, the amto truck was put into service again.
“e are nlso coustructing o temporary pole-and-canvas gurnge %o house the truck
a8 it is almost irpossible %0 start the engine, when 16 ig allowed to remasin
in the opens

L b L T 2 L P L Y

Considerable sheep and carinou were geen during she month. The
sheep are Just us plentiful ns ever in the eastern portion of the park and seem
%0 be getiing more accugtomsd to the human rctivites in the purk. The great
amunt of blasting and noise along the park road has not affected them in the
least, if anything, they wre wore tame than ever, for a very large band of
sheep ranged most all the mumser, close to0 whare the road crews were working.

In many instances the fox are getting very twme and in some cases
almost friendly.

The great run of caribou, from the western portion of the park, has
not developed this Fall, though Mre %me N. Beach's party reported having passed
the herd veast of Teklaneka Miver which nunmbered possibly 50,000 amimls. Only
about 6,000 were observed in the Savage Hiver basin also this estimte about
checks with the nuaber seen in the ‘indy Creek section, south-east of the park.

It is evident thas, the greater purt of the herd turned back west, af ter
reaching Teklaneka liver basin. This diverting of the big run from the east of
the park, is due, 1 believe to the fine weather this Fall, and the late arrival
of snow als) the small amount of gnow in the hills, copaing with previous
~ yours. Duving the month, there have been enough shecp and curibou, in the
eaptern portion of the park, % satisly uny lover of wild animal life.

For the first time since protection was estavlished in the park,

wolves are begimming %o show up in numbers. Jeveral were seen in the park and
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are very bold also a nuaber of them were seon south-east of headquarters and
along the northern boundarye If they are found to be increasing too fust, means
will be found to get rid of some of them.

BONESSTw oD RSNEy PAMGE RSy PR
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Oy roason of the soft weather this Fall amd the snall amount of snow,
travelling with dog-teams is exceedlingly difficult; also the lack of sufficient
ranger cuabins, along the bounduries, makes it almost impossible for patrole.

The iron rumners on the sleds will never last the winter, if present conditions
continue al® the ranger cabinsguare too far apart t0 send the rangers out with
a pack on teir back, especinlly the south-eastern patrol, where a shelter-cabin
should be erected newr the headwaters of iiley Creek. The northern boundary 1is
better us to cabins only it is difficult %o reach the boundary espscially if
the weather is wild. There wre tw ways of reaching the northern boundary from
headquarters, other than going over the high range. Une way is %0 go down the
railroad truck to Healy station and then along the boundary (H) but the wind
blows almost eontinually along this route leaving no snow. The other vay 1s to
80 into the park over the park road %o Savage River and then through Savage
Canyon to the north boundary. The difficulty of this route is Savage Canyon,.
which 13 about 4 miles long and very narrow. During the {reeze~up, the vaters
in the canyon freesze up on the riffles and back up; freesze a good rim ice, them
the water runs off and leaves boil holes in the ice, some opem and 0thers wit .
a thin shell-ice over them but in fairly cold weather, the rim ice is safe for |
travelling, if one knows the ice and is careful. In soft weather, such as we
have had this Fall, the rim Lce bocomes weak and dangerous and one mugt be well
versed in this work to be able to make the journey throughe
Next sumer, the system of patrol will be changed entirely. e hope
‘0 be able to congtruct o few small inexpensive shed-roof shelter-cabins at
necessary polnts on the boundarios and place the rangers on certain sections
of patrol without dogteam or horses as 4t will be much easier and more ef ficie nt
for them % walk from shelter to shelter, having one good cabin for their
headquartera. The dogteans will be used to supply them and for trips out of
hesduarters camp. %o wre hoping that our 1927 appropriation (Fiseal Year 1927)
will allow us a few additional rangers so that this plan can be followed out
to the best advantage. e wre also planning to do away with the expensive keep
of horses which are very nmecessary during the winter at certain tilmes. But is
is believed that wauch cheaper and more satisfactory method can be arranged
by hiring such horses ag are necossary, from the Pavk Trangporiation Co., during
the summer and purchasing s small tractor for heavy hauling in swemer and
winter and keeping the road openm for the auto truck during the winter. This
small tractor would work in on road mainteunance during the swaer wonths, |
pulling stwmps and hauling logs. To date we have tried to figure out the
elimination of keeping horses the year round. Heretofore when we noeded horses
¥e necde.l them very badly and no chance to hire them, especially in winter.
The road, auto truck, the possibility of acquiring a small tractor, with
hiring horses for patrol when needod during the summer, have changed conditions
here to a grest extent and 1 believe undor this plan, much more can be accom=
plished at o considerahle less expenditure. :
During the end of the month, Banger liyberg has been freighting his




supplies into the park, in preparation to ljcate in e Toklat Kiver section
of the purk, for the balance of the winter. He will hawe considerable weight
in dog-feed amd outfit, amounting to nearly 2,000 pounds. It is thought advis-
able to hawe langer Armstrong and his dogfonm nssist him to got his supplies

and equipment to Toklat ilver, us they will hawe % bresk trail all the way
and the golmg is very hard.

Hegpectfully yours,

Henry P. Karstens,
Superintendunt. '




