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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

MOUNT McKINLEY NATIONAL PARK
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT MCKINLEY PARK, ALASKA

The Director,
Hationsl Park Service,
dashington, D.C.

Dear 35ir;
The following is respectfully submitted as my report for the
month of September, 1925;

QN Mo STATGEITE

THE MOUNT MCKLMLAY NATIONAL PARK was set u!.dt)hr et of
Congress, Fesruary 26th, 1917, (Sec. 5716 HeS. State 938) as a
pl.:nrl:!c ground for t;n bm:flt and enjoyment of the people, and
placed undor the exclusive control of the Jecretary of the Interior,
who was muthorized to make such rules anl regulations as he deeomed
necessary for the cere and maintenance of the Parke

By Act of Congross, January 3084, 19522, the Park boundaries
wore extonded sastward 0 the 149th medidian.

The Park is situated prineipally in She sourth-eastern central
AMaskae Its dimensions are about one hundred miles north-east and south~
west, anl an average of twenty-six and onshalf! miles wide north and south,
giving ti an area of 2,646 square miles, or 3,692,800 acres.

Its altitude is elghteen hundred to twenty thousand three
hundred feet, which is the swsali of Mount MeXinle y.

The Park headquarters are now located at Wile 2y on the Purk
highway, oast of Meiinley Park Station, which is near the entrance % the

Rangers Nyberg and Armstrong working on superintendants cabin.
e wi.-:::o; :::i::.. on the swerinteniants cabin also made s trip
:::ha M%:?da:::: gmr;:ﬁ‘;h trt:o °1'r:: r::;k :rk highway but
i .‘;’;;mlttgﬁ.ﬁﬁto?rﬁ‘:,l. Me Gillman, Jre, chief clerk
of the Alaska Hailroad, in Washington, Del. ilre Gillman accompanied Supte

oTe




Havleg Sterling to the end of the park road. They will retwra tomorrow.

Sopte 2

Hangers Nyberg and Armstrong on patrol into the park and along
the morthern boundary.

Clerk Mackie and myself in the office on accounts and annual
report.

Supte Huwley Sterling and My, Gillman, retwrned from their trip

Sup te Jterling states that considerable graveling will be done
on the road this Fall also that the roud will be graded t0 Sanctuary Kiver
and bridge completed, at that point. .

Rangors Nyberg and Armstrong rotumned from patrol. Mo ovidences
of hunting. They report having seen 2 coyotes, and they were very close %o
them and are sure they are not mistaken about their species. It is hoped
that these animals do not Bet a hold on this country.

Hte 3tephan Capps, OGeologlst, returned frow sumwr in the park om
official business. Mr. Capps states, that the report that Ouide Gibson Ras
been circulating, t:at large mmbers of park caribou are dying from some
desease, 1s not quite true, as in his swmer wanderings through the western
portion of the park, he obssrved only 6 dead animals, which ig a very small
percentage of the large park herdse '

lire Thos Marquaa, of the Transporiation Compgny, retuned from a
trip through the park, % the Kantishna country via Wondor Lake, to observe
conditions in the park relutive to transportation problems. He is more
entusel over the park, than over and preicts a wonderful future for is.
For, as he stated, the further one goes into the park, the more wonderful
and interesting it becomes. Dwring his trip Mr. Marquum has observed several
iateresting cwmp sites for futwe operations. In extending thelr camps into
the park, they will confer with me, in the mar futwre.

Clerk iackie and mysolf wore in the office ulso hauled coal from
. the railroad. Hr. Stephan Capps visite. us in the evening.

Ground squirrels at lower 3uvage ldver ranger cabin are becoming
a nuisance, us they have destroyed the bed matiress and quilts and the pots
and pans were all over the [loor. :

2epte &

fangers working on the superimtondants cabine Mackie and gyself
were in tho office. !

lire Jamen Galon, president of the Richardson Highway Transportation
Company, who bought out the Kemnedy interest im the Park Tranaporiation Co.,
arrived today and paid us a vigit. e Marquam 1s going to take Mre Galen
through the park to Wonder Lake to observe the conditions for next seanson's
operations.

Sapte 5.
Hungors working on superintendants cubin. Mackie ani myself were
in the office. 1 als) askisted in the work on the cubine




0% 6

Rangers cleaning up thelr quarters and caring for the stock.

Mackie and I-dnn out to the divide betwoen Savsge Hiver and
Sangtuary iiver and walked to Sanctuary Miver. Bree crews are working on
this ssction, twe on the roand and one earpenter crew on the bridge. A
large portion of this section of the road is graded and the mterial
congists, to a large extent, of u good grade of gravel, especially on the
higher portions of the road, with here and there some wvery soft spots aml
fills t5 be made across the musbergus druvs. A good part of the lower
portion of the road is soft and will require considerable gravelling. It is
doubtful if this seotion of the roand will be opan to automobile traffic
the coming season and Savage Cump will be the end of the auto trafflc.
From the divide between Savage and Samctuary livers, one gots = beautdful
view of the surrounding country and of Mount MoKinley also the northern
hills from the rallroad to Sanctuusry hiver, were well atocked wi th sheep
also with several bands of caribou, plainly seen.

Sapte Tih

hangers working on superintendonts cabin. lackie and I were in
the offices I also put in part thue on the work on the cabine Mackie and I
also sulvaged and hauled up windows and doors from old quarters.

Mre Stephan Cnpgps eslled at heandjuarters for a short time. He
expects % go south tomorrow.

Sapke 8 ,

Rarmgers warking on superinten .ants cabin. Mackie ami I were in
the office alao we anasisted on cabin. Mackie had drawn plans, of the cabin,
to help the rangers in their wake

Sopke 8
hangors working on swperintoniants cabine lackie anmi I in office
and we also nssisted on the cabin, at times, when needed %o raise logs, etee

Sapte 20
Ramgers working on superintendants oabine Mackle end I assiasting
thelr work and also in the office om accounts and reporte

Sopte 14 _

Ras gers working on supsrintendants cabine Mackie and 1 weme in the
eoffice on accounts and finished amnual report als: reseived report that one
of our horses were badly mired, south of headjuarters. Mackie and I found
them slright.

dani. 12, .

Rained very hard today. Rungers worked, im the morning, in repair-
dog hardness in preparation for winter. In the afternoon worked on the
superintondants cabln.

Mackie and I in the office on accounts, proposals and contractis
and statement 48 the Uovernmor of Alaska.
380t A3

Kalned very hard today. Hamgers cleaning up mround thelr quarters.
liackie and I worked in the office pa.rt time and made drain to carry off water.
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Rangers working on the superintendants cabin. :

Mackie and I were in the office also assisted on cabine It rnined
¥y near all the night. One of the road erews broke caryp for this reason and
their way out of the pwrks In the evening, we want dowm %0 0ld quarters
1ook over the possibilties of salvaging lumber for new quarterse:

|

Rangers working on superimtendants cabln. There wna 3" ice on the
water this morming. Mackle was in the office today, I worked on uy cabin,
excavating for the gellar.

i

Rangers working om superintendants cabin.

Macklie and L finished sti.tement %o the Governor of Alaska. Alpo we
went over the rullroad charges for trangportation and commmunication service
which we have no funds %0 pay and which will have % be taken out of othor
allotments. These charges are going t0 cause us comsiderable inconvenience
ag 1t vill run us short of bLoth dog and horse feed, which condl tion is helped
along by the high prevailing prices, this years -

Mo Junes Gl em and Mre Those Marquam returne . from an extended
trip into the park, looking over transportation and sam possibilities. They
stoppei at hewdquarters to tulk the sfituation over. They do not think it
advisable %0 move Savage Camp to the end of the road, next season, ns the road
ends at Sanctuary Kiver and there are more points of interest out of Savage
Gamp that at the end of she road ( Sanctuary Kiwer ), oven though the road
iz completed to that point next spring. Igloo Creok, they believe, would be
the logical place for the next move. They are both very enthused obver the
future possibilities of the park transportation, =g on their 4rip to Wonder
lake, they sav many things which will interest the visitor and make his trip
warth while. We ale) Salked over the pregent road survey along the TeXlanika
River which we all belleve should be changed and will recomemd such change
o Supte Hterlinge

- Sxceedingly high wind this morning which partly blew down large
spruce trees, vhich wers leaning ower swphrintondants tent. Hopes and Lraces
weps put on them to keep them from falilng on tent and were than chopped downe
fheir roots, having been jartly chopped by the road crews, weakened them amd
caused this condition. :

Snate 11
Big wind blew down musber of trees on our telephone line, breaking
it in five placess Mackie ami I put in the worning repeirfng the line, In
the afternoon, we tore down lumboer blacksmith shop, a% old Hede but could not
haul 1t up as Hines Creek waa %00 high. 911l be lower, possibly, tOBOrrove
Rangers warking on the superiniondants cabine

dcpie AS.

Hopalred teleporary ielephone line; the roud comalssion could not
1rcate the bruk. I went out with the cut~in set and repaird the bregk, Also
hauled load of lumber and old roofing material from olf e Huilrosd is.
tled with slides - no tmins. '

s




. Marquan and Hre Gal en vislted headquarters agaln today, and
talked over next seagon's improvements in trangportation and care of the
visitors. Thay believe it will be necessary %o expend $25,000 to $30,000
on the enterprise next season, but before doing so, thoy would like 4o be
assured of a wich longer term of permit; one or posalbly both of thes will
possibly go %o Vashinglon DeCe during this coming winter and will take the
matter up directly with the Service.

Sopte 23

Rangers working on the superintendanis gabin and finished their
work on ite I will do the finishimg-up myself, as I wigh the rawgers %
start work on the clerks cabin, for the nights are getting colde

Mackie and I haule: lumber and windows from old He'ie amd put
balance of time in the of fice. -

Seote 20
hamgers cleaning up sround thelr quariters.

Clerk Muckie fizing up nround his tenmt, to mke it more comfortable
for these cold mightse

I worked on my cabin in the morning then made a trip %o old Hele
for materials. ’

Saote 21

Rangera slearing gpound and putting in foundation for clerks
cabine Hackie in of fice algo worked om cellar for his house.

1 warked on my cabin, putting in the floor.

dsuke 22
Hangers warking on clerks cabine Mackie in offices I worke. on
w cmin-

S80%e 43

Hangers warking on clerks cabins Mackie in office and als> working
on cellar of his house.

I wrkel on my cabin.

Jepte 24
iangers working on the clerks cabin. Mackie in office ales assisting
an the work on his cabhne I worked on my cabine

2apte 2D
HRangers working on the clerks cabine. Mackle in office al® assisting
on the work on his cabine I worked on mg cabine

Sonte 26

Rangers working on clerks cabine Mackie in office anl also assidting
on the wark on his cobine I worked on my cabin and hauled load of lumber from
old Heue, which was salvaged from the old feed storchousec.

Rangors working on their own quarters today and caring fo the stock.
I worked on my cabin al® Mackie and I hauled some lwmsber and old
roofing paper from old Hele
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3ent. 28

Rangers working on clerks cabin. Mackie in office part time and
part time assisting the men in the work on his cabin.

I worked on my cabin. There is considerable work %o be done before
the cabin is hapitable. Mloors to finish, partitions % put wp, covered back-
parch, install furnace, all of wshich will take considerable time.

Sapte 28

Rangers working on clerks cabin, with Mackie nssiasting them. I
worked on my cabin. ;
Sapte 30

All persomnel working on the cabing, in construction.

B2 Qe brodran

ADMINE ST ATLON

No shanges were made in the purk persommel during the month
which consisted of a superintendant, clerk and two rangers. lrs F.Le. Karstens
making a third rmnger, at 3100 per month, to0 give her a legal status for
assisting the superintendant in his work.

Though there is much office work to be done, the wiswwk whole
personnel, in so far as possible, devoted the greater portion of their time,
in the construction of log cabins for living quarters. This is very necessary
as the personnel must be housed in warn comfortable cabins before the extreme
sold weather sets in. During the month, the weather was cold enough to make
it very uncomfortable , living inte ts. As soon as the cabins are habitablo,
the one assigned to it, will move in and each one will do the finishing work
on his own cabin. In this way, the rungers will be relieved for patrol duty,
much soonere.

BB e s ASRSBE ARG REYS
LUNSTRUCTION |

During the month, the superintendants log-cabin, 23} ft x 31} ft.,
outside measurements, was completed to the extent that he could do the
finishing work himself relieving the rangers for construction for the clerks
cabin, 19 ft. x 21 ft. outside moasuremwnts, which is about 50% completed,
at this time, at least as far as rangers will be employed on it.

Though the superintendant and clork will move into their cabins
there will be considerable work to be done on them to make them comfortable
for the winter. The main problem is to relieve the rungers for patrol duty
a8 soon as pogsible,

- LA L LR T

S0P CONSTRUGTION

During the ewrly part of the month, three road crews were at work
on tho section between Savage River and Sanctuary River. Two road crews were
gravelling and grading and the bridge crew were working on the Sanctuary Hiver
bridge. By the end of the month, most of all the gravelling was discontinued,




and only a small remsined on the bridge work amxi for construction of log-
cabin at Sanctuary Kiver, Mile 22.

The section of rond between Javage and Sanctuary Mivers is far
from being completed though a good portion of this section of road, is
through a fine grade of gravel-hills. There are several long stretches nf
veryssoft "mirey" ground, which has %o be drained, mwkimd matted and covered
vith gravel. ilso many of the cuts, on the hill-sides are very narrow and
will have 10 be widened considerably almso a short section on Sanctuary flat
has not boen graded yet. It is believed that this seetion of the road will
not be in shape for auto travel the early part of year pin 1926, though it
is hoped that the section between Savage Hiver and the sumait of the divide
will be open to auto traffic. As from this swmadt, there is an excellant
view of the surrounding and Mount MoKinley; at any time, a large amount of
game can be seen from this divide.

LI R T R TR 2 LY 1

DHANSPORTATION

Though there was only 1 visdtor entered the park, during the
month, the dismantling of camps comenced on Sept. Sthe Several tonts were
left standing until late in the month for the accomodation of possible
vigitors and also for the accomodation of Mr. Marquam and Mre Galen, who
were still on an extended trip into the park, gotting data for their future
operations. They wre planning on an extensive developerment of the park
transportation and camps, if a satisfactory long-time concession can be
secured %o Justify them in this expenditure. I am swre that is the Trans.
0., puils such maxmst motor equipment in service in the park, as Mr. Galen
has on his Hichardson Highway route from Falrbanks to the coast, it will
bs very satisfoctory %o the Service and to the public, which is ir
intention when conditions justify same.

OnEsrs PrmLcarsestRET p

LATRoL

The large mmount of work necessary in constructing quarters at .
the new headquarters site, has intorferod % & considerable extont, wvith
the patrol work. Sevorsl patrols tripa were made by the rangers on whidh
they found no huating on the boundaries or in the park.

PEPSvIDA DN NI SIS LS R LN

HELD NIMWLS

Many sheep and caribou were in evidence during the month. Though
the large run of caribou has not started, it usually does 850 at the enmd of
the month or the begimning of October.

Reports of numbers of wolves having been seen and heard, were
received during the last 30 days. if it is advisable, some of them will be
killed. J

Hes eotfully yowrs,

Henry P. Karastens,
Superintendant.




