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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
MOUNT McKINLEY NATIONAL PARK

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT MCKINLEY PARK, ALASKA

March 2nd, 1926.

Bear iry

I herewith respectfully subnit ny report on lount Molinley
Hational Park, Alaska, for the month of Felwruary, 1926;

000 - Jeneral

¥e have been disappointed (1) at not having out antielpated
cold spell this month. Beautiful and comparatively warm weather prevalled
until the middle of the month; from then on to the end of the month, we
experienced somewhat colder temperatures, though not dissgreeable or
inconvenient. It has been possible to keep automotive equipment in opere
ation during the whole monthe 1

All the rangers have been on the job "100A" this month and
a large patrol milesge was attained. Taking into consideration the bad
condition of the trails, this showing is excellante The #rails ptill
gontinue o0 remain goft and travel over them subsequently slower, than
if a good gpell of cold weather had paid us a visite

"ihen it rains, it pours” so runs the proverbial saying amd
it surely seems %0 apply %o this park. Not belng satisfied with breaking
the rules regurding the trapping of fur-bearing animals and the illegal
hunting of game, some gentlemen have boen found $o be making a practise
of cutting timber promiscuously, irrespective whetlwr it is green and
standing or dead and fallen. This is s serious problem and one whish
will deserve s high degree of diseretion and consideration before a decision
is rendered. 1f the cutting of timber within the park confines camnot be
gtopped, the least that can be dome is to curb this destructive practise
%0 a large degreg.

100 - Adaindstration
The sdministration of the park is now vested in a superintendant,

clerk and 3 rangers. On Jamuary 30%h, Ranger Orant He Pearson was appointed
as temporary ranger and entered upon duty as suech, on February 4th. Un Feb.

8nd, Ranger Fritz Ae. Hyberg was promoted from a temporary designation to a

permanent park ranger at the same rate of compensation and in the same grade.

1? = Park Inspections by;

On Feruary &nd, Superintendent Karstens returned from the Windy




Ureck Hanger Station section, covering the distance of 32 miles, approx.,
in 7 hours. He repogted having seen caribou, mountain sheep, a bull moose,
and also tracks of wolves, lynx, wolvereme and fox. T main reasons for
his trip were to make this trall to the ramger station, which had been
cauging the ramgers a great deal of trouble, anl aleo %0 mske a general
survey of conditions in thd locality. His detailed report of this trip
may be found in his letter to the Director, of Felmuary &4th, 1926.

: Un Feo ruary Sth, Superintendant Xarstenskft hesdouwrters camp for
the western section of the park.Upon mriving at Toklat River, he was joined
by Ranger Nyberg amd accompanied by him, travelled over the many creeks,
rivers and hills in that section. The north-west boundary line was blazed,
in the vieinity of MoKinley Bar ( a part of the McKinley Kiver so named that
is due north of ilte McKinley and not mawy miles south of Vénder lLake). They
also put up some boundary and "ne mmting” signs. Superintendant Korstens
visited Vonder Lake, Gopper Mountain, 3tony Creek and other vital pointe
in Ranger Nyberg's bailiwick, returning to headquarters camp on Feruary 18the

1t is Superintendant Karsten's idea to revisit that territory
during the first part of iarch. : :

The following is » status of the 4wo accounts applicsble o this
park and handled by the Se De Ao

Previousaly reported $ 13584.00  § 7353.43  § 6184.34
February, 1926. : 80533
To%ad coevenssecsocns § 13528400 5 B158.76  § BI36B.2¢

Forage for horses and feed for the dogs is shout 95% consuwmed
and 1% will be necessary to purchase additional quantities during the forth
coming momth. Up %o Feb 15th, this office was not cognizant of the Compt.
UJoneral's decision of Jan. 28, 1926, reconsidering his former decision of
October 16, 1925 (a-10659) which makes available for expenditure, funds
which otherwise would have been roserved for freight charges on material
and supplies purchased and shipped over the Alaska Railroad. It is %o be
construed from this decision, that this office will not be compelled %o
;;v transportation charges over the Alaska Railroad until after June 30th,

26 ,
\ ‘Ho equipment or supplies were purchased this month with the

exception of 1 only blowtorch, (gasoline).



. The proposed folder for this park, was completed this month abd
submitted to the Director, for his approval and "get-up®, on Febe 17th.
i1t is earnootly hoped that this folder mny be printed, in mdmeograph form,
for use during the coming swmer, ss their pressnce is wrgenily required
both for efficiency purposes in this office and alego for the pleasure and
information of futwre tourists and prospective visitors, to say nothing of
the publicity walue to such a folder, which attaing high proportions.

It is construed that the Jervice has in their possession, coples
of the maps to be used. Attached to this report is a map which i3 nov belng
uged by the Alaska Rallroad and which it is thought, would be advantageous
$3 incorporate in the folder. A large map, showing the park features { hills,
mountains, streams, trails, etc.) is in the possession of the Service office
and 4% i3 asouwsed also, that this map will be used, thougch a revision has
been made of 4t and also photostatic prints of 44 are in uge.

A ghort story of "Denali® (Mount McKinley) with a brief treatise
on the native Indlan language, writiten by ire Mackie from material gathered
by Father Jette of Fairbanks, Alasks, was forwarded %o the Serviee for thedr
ugey on February 26th.

190 - Jigas

A large number of paraffin-ceated "no-hunting™ signs were used

by Superintendant Kargstens and Ranger Nyberg during sheir recent 4rip over
the cenmtral and westera portion of the park, which leaves practically none
at all for future use. . )

-~ The posting of metallic boundary and “"no-hunting® signs is a
very wrgent and important matier and yet somovhat of o problem - the solution
of which must be the purchase of some signs, in the near futurs. Ve are
anxiously walting to hear from the Park Sign Standardizing Comnaittee.

210 - Hainiesance

Yo maintenance of a material constructional nature was accomplished
this montie : ,
Routine repairs were made on the dog-sleds - one sled suffered
considerable damage in an unfortunate accident but was repaired and is now
again in ssrviceable conditione .

Routine "chores™ occupled thelr daily and wonthly allotment of time.

On February 8th, this office received the proposed plans for the
seagon of 1826, of the Mokimley Purk Touri#t and Trangporation Compm y. These
plans were perused and submitted to the Director, for approval, during the
course of the sum wook.

Un February 12th, we received the anmual financial report of the
above mentioned peruites, with their check to the amount of $135.45, which
reprogented the assesmeent on taxable earanings. The full report was duly

e




gubmi $ted to our Washington office. :

During the latter part of this month, an executive meeting was
held in Pairbanks, Alaska, by the Transportation Company and the following
officers elected for the year of 1930, Mr. Thos. A« Harquas, president;

Jameg Le Galen, vice-president; John H. Kelly, secretary; Guy E. Jennings,
treasurer and Robert Sheldon as general wmanagers

It is spparent, from the tenur of this meeting, that very exten-
sive lmprovements in both camp and transportation accowodations, will aster-
falize if the Sorvice sees fi% to grant them a justifiable extensiod of their
permits, to cover possibly a period of from 10 %W 20 years.

The first signs of Ipring are monifosting themselves in the budding
of the "Pugsy Pillow” { a species of the gemus Jalex ), which may be seem
growing alongside the park highway between the rallroad depot and park head-
quarters. ,

The “camp-robbers” and Chick-a-dees mre also appearing in eppreciable
mmbera arownd camp and thelr ghrilly songs are an indication of the breakeup
of winter.

471 - Caxdbon

This member of the deer fanmlly seems %0 be very plentiful in the
central and western portlons of the park but still gom vhat scant in the
eastern section. Hanger Pearson, stationed at Windy Creek Ranger Station for
the last month reports having seen on}f an occasional one. It i3 assummed that
they are migrating for a short period through the Cantwell distriect and into ;
the mountaing towards to easte Thelr retwrn will be looked for durisg the coming
Springe

472 - Sheep (mountainl

Sheep continue to be noticed in many muserous bands through the
eastern section, along Eiley Creek, to the wegtward of Uindy Creek algo north
ol the Northern Hange, in the vicinity of Savage and Sanctuary Riverse Many
bands have been seen by the ramgers while travelling through the Savage Canyon.
The sheep in this section all show themselves %0 bs very tame and unafraid of
iahe :
In the central and western portlon of the park, Superintendant
Kargtens reports having seen many large banis of these beautiful animals, which
wers grazing on the bare hillsides. This year, the sheep are experiencing no
difficulty in locating forage, account of the scarcity of snow on their range.

477 - Dabhits

Besplendant in their wintor coat of fur, these m;huy little
creafures muy be seen by the thousands in all sections of the parks

479 - Blaradean
Literally "clouds of these tam birds may be seen flying through




the alr and thelr presence may be readily located by their pure white
plumage, silhouetted sgainst the hillsides. It is possible 0 approach
within a few feet of them, this comes sbout for it Ls & natural habit of
theirs 1o be unafrsid of man, esspecially in the swmmer when a porson can
have a whole famlly at his feet and oxperience the novel sensation of
having the mother-hen peck his legs ( & her's legs not excluded &).

Fobruary did noil briang forth a very noticeable change in te
prevailing temperature and precipitation throughout interior Alagka. Unly
» small smount of snow fell but the mercury dropped a few points lover and
remalned there. A general average might be sald to ramge sbout sere %o thirty
degrees below zerce It might aleo be mentionsd that this wmemal and somewhat
warn weather has hindered gany “"freighters” through this section of the country,
from operating to full cepacity and incidentally raising the rates of the dog-
team mughors on account of the added risks of river overflows and mwﬂma.
alce

&mmbnmﬁmimﬂtm;he chalked down %0 owr eredit. There
vere about 3 weeks of absolutely clear days with the thermometer more or less
gsteady. Only a maall amount of snow fell during the other days, the "melted
snow” pracipitation being l.59 inches and an absolute smowfall of 2,69 iachese
This is very light as the precedent for this month is usually me in "feet"s

The mm asxioum tempersiure for the mtm was 144437, the mean '
minlmm boing B¢46° below zero, wﬂh a mean of 4.49%. The Mghut Wrnm
for the last month was 37° on Feb 4th, and the minfssus was-32 '
28th. The greantest ma; range was which ocewrred on the 28th, wkm ﬁa
thermometer went from 27° above %o 15° below zercs The prevailing wind was
ugually from a north-eastorly direction but when it did appesr was only light
enough %o just noticed and that's all. Yeather Bureau Form No. 1009 ip attached
to this roport.

600 - mm
5*10' Wi IR T REGEs

A e Urant, who is a bone fide prospe ctor working in the vicimity
of Copper Hountain, was found to be cutting green timber, without permission,
within the Fark confines. Though charges were not preferred againat him, Supte
Zarstens advised the Director of the incident in a detailed Iethr of Febe 26th,
for future wﬁan. if anye

900 ~ iflagelloannous
901 - Hapger Fatrold

Another month of excellant patrol has slipped by and 1% does one
good t0 read the wileage figures on this month's reporte Though the trails
%ere a little slow, all the rangers patrollsd incessantly as the figures show.

On ¥eb. 4th, Ranger Myberg left again for his bailislek in Toklat




and ¥McKinley livers district. He willl remain there indefinitely, conditions
governing his travels and reporsing to hesdquarders.

Putrol Mileage

Mount MeXinley Hational Park, Aladgkae

L

0f ficer or Ranger ihis month Lasfwmaih Fiscal year to date

Previously reported 2308
Superintendant Karstens 263 ' 76

se Hanger Hyberg - a7

be Ranger Vian U 1656

Ce Hangex Pearson a4 -

de Resgers (2) - 112

Clerk Mackie 23 4k

Total ceccesencene 9”& 768 3303*’ Stat. miles.

s Ranger Hyberg was unable 40 sorpmmnicate with this office at the end of
- the month, subsequently his mileage cannot be reported untdl next ponth.

be This figwe represents the distance travelled from the lst 0 the 23nd,
v Anclusive, at which time Ranger Wimm left for Toklat River section. The
balance of his milleage for this month will be reported in Harch,

ce Ranger Pearson covered this distance from the 4th %o the 15%h, inclusive,

~on snowshoes, This is excellant patrol. He was unable %0 communicate hig

- umileage with this office so that balance of dlgtance %wravelled this month
will be reporited in isrchs

de Shows the total patrol mileage made by Rangers Armstrong snd Sinclalr,
combinedy during the period January lst. to the 1lth, inclusive. They
have gince resigned.

The a%mn figurs prove conclusively what occurs when good and trust~
worthy rangers are on patrol. Uncomplaining trips, long 4rips and efficient
patrol trips are the results of having qualifiod wen on the personnel. It is
hoped that Congress will appropriate sufficient funds % allow us to place
more men of thls callibre on owr pgrell, for nm!a is wpgently needed for
cffoctive patrol.

Very ﬁsp;cﬂully yours,
Henry F. Karstens

Henry Po Karstens,
Superintendante
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

T RA VIR

NATIONAL

PARK SERVICE

RAE'P DR T

] i This. | This | Last | Increase for
| This | Travel | Month | Travel | Travel Year
| Month | Year | Last | Year | -
[ |To Date| Year | To Date | Number | Percent
PRIVATE TRANSPORTATION:
Cars firSt entry, .
Cars reentry, .
Motorcycles, [ A
Hors 3
Total motor vehicles,. eﬁn@“mw %?ﬁ&
~ Persons entering via motor
veéhicles, .
Persons entering via other
private tramsportation,. e BT G
Total persons entering via Hone Ko
private fransportation,. —
OTHER TRANSPORTATION:
Persons entering via stages,
Pergons entering via trains,
Persons entering otherwise, . ﬂ«% 4 ¢ e < LI L
Total other transportation,. + i 1 o ,ﬂ
GRAND TOTAL ALL VISITORS,. . % __ L Ao NS, 0 i :
TR e R R R R T o l Thlsm! Last I "r— Increasef‘m ik
| Year | Year | e

[ | Number | Percent

Automcbiles in public camps during month,
Campers in public camps during month,

el
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

; NATIONAL PARK. SERVICE
/ i
/

\

"sTATUS/OF PERSONNEL

Hount HMpXinle ' / . ;
.......................... ¥  National Park for the Month of ... [Februsry, 1936.
) ! This | This Menth i
it | Month | Last Year
Number; of employees beginning of month, ‘ § &
Nugiber of additions, i 0
L F
47 {
% ey é s
ol
Number of separations, qu ;
s 6 | 3
Number of emplcyces ¢luse of 'manthl, .« oLl ' RGN,

Number of promoticns during menth - (Temporary 4o Permanent - swm grade)

Aggregats amount of annual leave taken, _ Hone , %
Aggregate amount of sick leave taken, Hone
Hons

Aggregate amount of leave without pay,
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