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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
MOUNT MCKINLEY NATIONAL PARK

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT MCKINLEY PARK, ALASKA

;m 1“) 19“0

Bear Sir;

I herewith respectfully submit my report on Mount
MeKinley National Park, Alaska, for the month of May, 1926;

100 - Adminlstrative
101 - Changes in Porsonnel
Owing %0 a lack of fundl in the allotment for

temporary rangers, in this year's appropriation, it was

' necessary to terminate the services of sdanger Urant He Pear-
gon on the Tth day of the monthe On the 35th, ﬁm&r Albert
Lo, Winn tendered his resignation from this park's personnel
effective at the close of May 31, 1926 The appointment of
former Ranger Urant lo Pearson, as permanent ranger, was
recomaended, telegraphiically, to fill the existing vacaney.

120 « Park inspections by
126 = Other Yovernment officers
Superintendent Hawley 3terling, of the Alaska Hoad
Commigsion made a 3-day inspection trip of the road malntainence
work in the park and returned to hix headyuarters in Anchorage
on the 2lste

140 - Lgbor 3Jituation
Owing t0 the extensive operations of some large

mbning companies and other increased activity in this part of
Alagka, with positions offering greater renumeration than those
of the Park Jerviee, it is to be construed that great diffieulty
will be experienced in procuging the services of satisfactory
men to fill the pending vacanciese. The minimum salary being paid
is 96000 per day with board and lodging included.

17 » Plans, maps and surveys
During the eourse of this month, plans were completed
for submission with the 1928 estimates, of a barn, park rangers’
dwelling and s large general warehouseo The Alaska Hallroad very
kindly did the blueprint work gratuitiously.

200 - Yaintenance, Improvement and liew Construction




210 - Haintenance

The work of the Alagka Road Commission is progressing
rather slowly at present. This tardiness has been caused by the
fact that the banks of gravel, from which the trucks were %o be
loaded, were frozen. A gmall drage-line scraper with an appropriate
loading hopper was duly constructed at lile 15.6, on the side of
the park highway where a fine gravel bank was locateds As the gravel
wag found to be froszen, the use of dynamite was resorted to, but
even though this broke up the grawvel and allowed Lt to be moved from
its bed giving the sun a2 better chance to thaw it out before shovele
ling and dumping, the whole operation was found to be a failure and
the seraper and lines were dismantled and shipped back to Anchorage
on the 28%he

The gravelling with the dump-trucks is in s westerly
direction at present. Hauving gravelled part of the digtance between
Javage River (Mile 13.5) and Hile 16, the orew turned their efforts
on the other zide of their owap and are at present swrfacing at and
in the vicinity of ilile 19, From present observations, it will require
a great deal of work, to put the road into shape such as to allow
automobiles t0 pass over &%, %o Sanctuary Hiver bridge (Mile 22) from
Suvage Rivere ‘

The telophone line from igiinley Park station to Sance
tuary fiver, has been overhauled and repairs made vhore necessary.
This work was done by the park force and the Alaska lioad Commission.
The line has since been tapped and the MeKinley Park Tourist and
Transportation Company have cutein their ‘phone from their base eamp
at Savage Hivers The whole is operating 100% efficiently.

230 - Mow Construction

Tie construction of the office building is progressing
very satisfactorily, although in view of the fact that $he rangers
working on it are not carpenters in the strict sense of the word,
gsomewhat slowe 4lgo 1 ranger who had been working on 14 during the
first part of the month, was removed as stated im para. 1 of this
report (sece 201). The foundation, wallg and roof support logs hawe
been placed as well as the first floor lald, doors and windows sawn
out and the cellar, 6'=-6" deep, dug out. The whole structure is now
ready for %the sawed lumber anmd would probably hawe been finished at
this time of writing but for the fact that a cut was made by our
headquartors office in our requisition for money, which now prohibits
any purchase of materials until the coming fiscal yeare ‘

New ground was cleared and a better spot located for
the dog corral. i1t L9 about 200 ¢o 250 feet further south than where
tormerly located. This work was done by iamger Nyberg. Water hag bsen
caught, by a dyke, thus providing a steady, though small, flow in
front of each of the 27 dogs, thereby saving such time as it would
take to water each individual dog once or twice a day and also giving
the dogs a better back-ground, from which to be wiewed, for the
Alaskan sled=dogs are always a source of interest o our park visitors
heres




240 « Improvements of Approaches to the Park

On the 18th of the month, s carpenter was sent here
from Anchoraze %9 cut and framce the log portal which will adorn
the park highway, near the depot. This arch-way was gensrally
desoribed last month. The work was accomplished and the first
bents were holsted into on the 25th and completely finished on
the 28the. Four new windows were also placed im the depot at
Mekinley Park station and the vhole interior and floor painted
and varnished during the latier part of the monthe

he Park

]

300 - Activities of other agencies
310 - Public service contractors
Wy, To o Marquwa, president and Hobert B. 3Jheldon,
general manager, visited the park for 3 days, on a general
reconnaisence trip, returning to Fairbanks on the Tthe
On the 21gt, lire Sheldon returned, bringing with him
3 carpenters, making the whole force of their employees number 7.
Work was immedistely started on thelr base cap at Savage River
and up to the end of the month, about 14 emall tent-houses have
bosn erected, 1 store tent (14 x 16) and the construction of their
cook-house was well under waye. 4s soon as this caup 1s completed,
it is their intention of bending the ir effortes towards the rapid
ersction of the various camps im the further reaches of the park.

460 - Birds :

A great nmumber of ptarmlgan may be viewed at all times
along the park highway and also in the vicinity of the base camp
at Javage River. At this latter spot, a hen has made her nest beside
one of the walls of the cook-house, laid her egge and is diligently
hatching them, paging not the slightest atiention %o the nolge and
fervor of the hammering of the oarpentere nor the elose inaspection
of her home by interested spectators. These birds have nov practically
lost their winter's plumage of white and their swwering coloring
of browns, reds anl other hues are now making them s very beautiful
bird,

Hed polls, tree sparrows, canp-robbers or whiskey-jacks,
robing, juncos and yellow thrushes sre again coming buck into the
park from their winter's pilgrimage %o the warmer elimes and their
songe fill the woods with melodious thrills.

470 & Aninmals
472 - Mountain Bheep
Many are the bands which are making Sawage Canmyon their
summer pasturage and in all caszes, they do not scem to be afraid of
vigsitors and thelr camera "guns®. They are getiing very tame for as
one Transportation Company automobile driver stated «® If they get
any tamer, they will be butting our cars off the road"s
474 - 365!‘
Un o recent trip, made to the head of Sawage River, by
Superintendent Karstens, he reportei having seen a large female
grigzly with two cubs. 14 gseems as though one partlcular family has




made this spot their home, for they have been seen on numerous
ocagions and are always in the game location. They are fine
gpecimen of the large Alaska grizzly.

80C - Uge of Park Facilities by tne Public

520 - Weather Conditions in the Park

Only small patches of snow mow remain on the hills
in the close prozimity to headguarters, but on some of the higher
ones of the Alasks hange, snow-capped peaks are still visible and
will remain so all through the coming sumaer.

The mean maximwn temperature for the month was 83%, the
man minimum being 318%, with a total mean for the month of 47,39,
The highest temperatére moorded during the month was 66%n the 19 th,
26%h and 284h, and the lowest point to which ﬁm mereury dropped was
22° on the 4the The greatest daug range of 39° occurred on the 26th,
when ths thermometer went from 66° down %o 372 The prevedling wind
was from a westerly direction. Weathar Bureau Form No. 1009 is
attached hereto.
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640 -~ Visitors
Joseph Dizon, professor of vertebrate zoology at the
Univergity of Califsornia, Berkely, California, srrived at the park
on the 18%h, for & sojourn of about 2 months. During this time he
will carry out various scieatific researches of s biological nature.
He will make Savage Hiver his headquarters and may possibly venture
further into the spots wore igolated from the well-travelled 4trails
and road. Professor Dizon is acoompanied by Mre George Mo Wright
of Berkely, Californis, who &g asoting in the capacity of assigtante
OGgorge C. Dickens, passenger augent of the Alagka Rallroad
acoompanied by Mrg. Dickens, pald the park a 3-day vist, leaving
here on last day of the month. This trip was in tho nature of a
honaymoon trip.

900 - Migcellansous
901 « Ranger Patrol
Due to the fact thad all the rawers were working on
the log office bullding during this month, no patrol mileage was
hung up. Patrol will agalin begin during the month of Junme,
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