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This project has been financed in part with federal funds from the National Park Service,
Department of the Interior through the Louisiana Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism,
Office of Cultural Development, Division of Historic Preservation. However, the contents and
opinions do not necessarily reflect the views or policies of the Department of the Interior.

This program received federal financial assistance for identification and protection of historic

properties. Under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation

Act of 1973, and the Age Discrimination Act of 1975~ as amended, the U.S. Department of the
Interior prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability, age, sex or
sexual orientation in its federally assisted programs. If you believe you have been discriminated
against in any program, activity, or facility as described above, or if you desire further information,
please write to: Office of Equal Opportunity, National Park Service, 1849 C Street, N.W. ,
Washington, DC 20240
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Chapter 1: Introduction

1. Historic Building Survey

Information from a historic resource survey can form the foundation
for planning decisions affecting the city’s historic buildings and
neighborhoods. The compilation of information in a survey can

help guide the planning, maintenance, and investment decisions of
owners, city officials, neighborhoods, and investors while raising civic
pride and awareness. Historic resource information is an essential
component of effective historic preservation planning, urban planning
and community development.

The City of Ruston is a participating entity in the Louisiana Certified
Local Program. The Certified Local Government (CLG) program

is an initiative of the National Park Service and was developed to
assist local municipalities in protecting their historic resources. In
response to the enormous losses in the 1950’s and 1960’s caused
by burgeoning suburbs and urban decay, Congress passed the
National Historic Preservation Act in 1966. Recognizing the need for
greater local involvement, Congress expanded the National Historic
Preservation Act in 1980 to include local government as a full
partner. It established the Certified Local Government program so
that municipalities and parishes could carry on historic preservation
activities under a federal umbrella. Since 1980, Federal laws have
been amended to provide generous federal tax benefits for the
preservation of historic properties. Several states such as Louisiana,
have added state tax credits and other incentives. Congress has
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provided funding for preservation as well. By law, each state has
been required to allocate to local government programs ten percent
of its annual federal appropriation for preservation activities.

A Certified Local Government designation is intended to encourage
communities to establish historic preservation programs at the local
level. The program aims to foster neighborhood pride, to survey and
inventory local historic properties, and to assist property owners in
preserving their community’s heritage.

Basic 1o the success of a community’s historic preservation program
is the creation of a municipal historic district by local ordinance as
required by the CLG program. Local historic districts are designated
by the mayor and city council and approved by the planning and
zoning commission under provisions of the state enabling legislation
(La R.S. 25: 731-782). After creating a historic district, each
community must establish a Historic District Commission (HDC) to
oversee its designated historic area. The HDC’s main role is to assist
and advise building owners, architects, and developers on the best
way to restore.

By becoming a CLG and creating a local historic preservation
program, communities can protect and preserve their built
environment. Every community has its distinctive heritage: a historic
downtown, older neighborhoods, schools, churches, and parks.
These features represent the history of a community and become a
legacy for all. Historic properties give each community its distinctive
look and feel. They contribute to the economy by providing tourist
attractions and stabilizing and increasing property values. Historic
districts protect the architecturally rich living environment for citizens,
visitors, and future generations.

In Louisiana, CLG communities are eligible to apply for available
grant funds through the Division of Historic Preservation. Grant
funds are administered on a reimbursable/matching funds basis;
meaning the sub-grantee performs the work, makes the necessary
expenditures, and receives reimbursement upon completion of the
project.



2. Objectives

The City of Ruston Core District Historic Structures Survey is a
reconnaissance level survey resulting from a collaborative effort
between the Louisiana Office of Historic Preservation, the City of
Ruston and Tipton Associates. The objectives of the Core District
Historic Structures Survey are:

* To complete a reconnaissance level survey for all structures fifty
years or older located in the Core District;

* Prepare a survey report that will provide the City of Ruston with
baseline historic data for future land use and preservation planning
as part of Ruston 21 and the Core District Master Plan;

* Provide recommendations for expanding the Ruston Historic
District or for the creation of new historic districts and
neighborhoods; and

» Contribute to the body of knowledge and raise awareness of the
City’s Historic resources.

The City of Ruston in
association with Daniel

L. Hodson conducted a
selective reconnaissance
level Historic Standing
Structures Survey in 1979
which provided a physical
description and ranked
properties as excellent,
average, Or poor resources
based on eligibility and
architectural significance. In
the years following the 1979 survey several well known buildings
have been designated as local landmarks and / or listed on the
National Register. The 2011 Core District Survey includes a
reassessment of these resources as well as the identification of
additional resources in the Core District identifying less prominent
background buildings, highlighting architectural patterns, and identify
unigue neighborhoods.

Figure 1. Ruston Higt

In the years following the
1979 survey numerous
historic resources have come
of age and now meet the
minimum threshold to qualify
as a historic resource. A
historic resource is defined
by the Louisiana Division

of Historic Preservation

as any structure 50 years

in age or older. The 2011 Core District survey continues Ruston’s
understanding of its historic past while developing preservation
planning strategies for historic resources.
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Figure 2.
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3. Survey Area and Methodology

Survey Area

The survey project area is defined by the City of Ruston’s Core
District Boundary. Within the District there are several sub-districts
and neighborhoods each uniquely defined by its historic background,
resources, existing conditions and cultures. The Core District is
comprised of approximately 950 acres and includes portions of
Louisiana Tech University and Louisiana Tech Enterprise Campus.

The Survey Boundary is delineated by the Ruston Core District and
includes the area bordered by Line Avenue to the south; to I-20

to the north; and from Tech Drive in the west to Farmerville Street

to the east. While Louisiana Tech University is located within the
bounds of the survey area, University properties have been excluded
from the survey.

Methodology

The 2011 Core Distinct Survey contains approximately 1260

tax parcels. Of the total 1260 parcels approximately 639 historic
resources were identified to have documented tax assessors or

field verified construction dates prior to 1961. Making them at least
50 years in age or older thus meeting the minimum requirement for
historic classification. The survey includes Residential, Commercial,
as well as Civic and Public structures.

Prior to performing field work a preliminary list of known historic
structures was compiled using Geographic Informations Systems

Louisiana

data made available

through the Lincoln

Parish Assessors

Office and the City

of Ruston. While this

initial list provided a

starting point over

60% of the 1260

parcels identified

did not have Lincoln

Parish Tax Assessor’s

date of construction.

To determine eligible
resources each

property within the

core district was Figure 3. Survey Area in Cont
surveyed and eligible
structures were field verified.

ext of the City of Ruston

Field work was performed in October of 2011. Field work involved

a pedestrian survey of the Core District Study Area photographing
each property, recording the structure type, materials, style, form,
plan type, and performing initial determinations of age, integrity, and
historic value. All properties previously identified in the 1979 study
were revisited and updated. Several buildings that were previously
identified have been demolished and are not included in this survey.

The next phase of work involved compiling field data into a database,
performing additional research, and compiling the final report. A
Louisiana Historic Resource Inventory form was completed for each
historic resource identified in the survey. Each inventory form has
been supplemented with two photographs of the property, a diagram
of the properties location and the UTM coordinates. In addition, all
data collected on the 639 historic resources has been compiled into
a Geographic Informations Systems database.

The 2011 Core District Historic Resource Survey has been carried
out in accordance with the Louisiana Department of Historic Preser-
vation’s Historic Resource Inventory Guidelines.
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4. National Register and Historic Districts

Within the Core District Study Area there are nineteen properties
listed with the National Register of Historic Places including six
buildings located on the Louisiana Tech Campus. In order for a
historic property to be eligible for listing on the National Register
of Historic Places the National Park Service specifies the following
criteria for evaluation.

The quality of significance in American history, architecture,
archeology, engineering, and culture is present in districts, sites,
buildings, structures, and objects that possess integrity of location,
design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association,
and:

* That are associated with events that have made a significant
contribution to the broad patterns of our history; or

* That are associated with the lives of significant persons in or past;
or

* That embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or
method of construction, or that represent the work of a master,
or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual
distinction; or

* That have yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in
history or prehistory.

City of Ruston,

Table 5. Core District Buildings Listed on the National Register

Building Name
Bogard Hall
Dixie Theatre
Federal Building
First Presbyterian Church
Howard Auditorium
T.L. James House
T.L. James Building
Keeny Hall
Kidd-Davis House
Lewis House
Meadows House
Prescott Memuorial Library
Robinson Hall
Ruston Fire Station
" ‘Ruston High School
Ruston State Bank
Talliver Dining Hall
Townsend House
Vicksburg - Pacific Depat

Address
Louisiana Tech University
206 N. Vienna Street

Vienna and Mississippi Street

212 N. Bonner Street
Louisiana Tech University
504 N. Vienna Street

106 W, Mississippi Avenue

Louisiana Tech University
609 N. Vienna Street
210 E. Alabama Avenue
508 N. Bonner Street
Louisiana Tech University
Louisiana Tech Univarsity
200 E. Mississippi Avenue
900 Bearcat Drive
107 N. Trenton Street

Louisiana Tech University
410 N. Bonner Strest
101 E. Railroad Avenue

Regisiration #
98000119
93001105
74000926
84001323
88000113
84000142
010000086
98000114
84001330
88002035
92001338
98000116
98000117
92001340
92001335
90001730
98000115
82002779
92001337
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The Louisiana Division of Historic Preservation publishes the
following guide outlining the criteria for National Historic District and
Local Historic District designation.

National Register District

A National Register historic district is a historic district that is listed
in the National Register of Historic Places. The National Register
is our country’s official list of historic properties and resources
worthy of preservation. It includes individual buildings, structures,
sites, and objects as well as historic districts that are considered
to be significant in American history, architecture, engineering,
archaeology, and culture.

National Register listing recognizes the significance of properties
and districts. By doing so, it identifies significant historic resources
in a community. Boundaries of National Register districts are tightly
drawn to encompass only concentrated areas of historic buildings.
Information compiled to nominate a historic district can be used in
a variety of planning and development activities. National Register
listing also makes available specific preservation incentives and
provides a limited degree of protection via review of the effects of
federally funded, licensed, or permitted activities.

The National Register is maintained by the US Depariment of the
Interior. In Washington state, the National Register program is
administered by the National Register Coordinator at the Office of
Archaeology and Historic Preservation. National Register historic
districts most commonly encompass central business districts,
residential neighborhoods, industrial areas, rural areas, and,
occasionally, entire communities.

National Register District

Identifies significant properties and districts for general planning
purposes.

Analyzes and assesses the
historic character and quality
of the district.

Designates historic areas
based on uniform national
criteria and procedures.

Sets district boundaries
tightly, based on the actual
distribution pattern of intact
historic properties in the area.

Makes available specific
federal and state tax
incentives for preservation
purposes.

Provides a limited degree
of protection from the
effects of federally assisted
undertakings.

Qualifies property owners for
federal and state grants for
preservation purposes, when
funds are available.

Figure 7. T.L James Building circa 1930’s.

Does not restrict the use or disposition of property or obligate
private property owners in any way.

Does not require conformance to design guidelines or preservation
standards when property is rehabilitated unless specific
preservation incentives (tax credits, grants) are involved.

Does not affect state and local government activities.

Does not prevent the demolition of historic buildings and structures
within designated areas.



Local Historic District

A local historic district is a district designated by a local ordinance
that falls under the jurisdiction of a local historic preservation review
commission. A local historic district is generally “overlaid” on the
existing zoning classifications in a community. Therefore, it deals
only with the appearance of the district, not with the uses of those
properties.

A local historic
districtis a
geographically
definable area,
urban or rural,
which contains
structures,
sites, and/

or works of

art which

have special
historical or
aesthetic
interest or value;

represent one or more periods or styles of architecture typical of

one or more eras in the history of the municipality, county, state, or
region; and cause that area to constitute a visibly perceptible section
of the community.

Figure 8. Downtown Ruston circa 1940's.

The designation of a local district protects the significant properties
and the historic character of the district. It provides a community
with the means to make sure that growth, development, and change
take place in ways that respect the important architectural, historical,
and environmental characteristics within a district. Local designation
encourages sensitive development in the district and discourages
any unsympathetic changes from occurring. This happens through a
process called design review. The historic preservation commission
reviews major changes that are planned for the district and issues
Certificates of Appropriateness which allow the proposed changes to
take place.

Local Historic Districts

Protects a community’s
historic properties and
areas through a design
review process.

Protects the historic
character and quality of
the district with specific &
design controls. :

Designates historic
areas on the basis of
local criteria and local Figure 9. Downtown Ruston circa 1940’s.
procedures.

Sets district boundaries based on the distribution pattern of
historic resources plus other preservation and community planning
considerations.

Provides no tax incentives for preservation purposes unless such
are provided by local tax law.

Provides no additional protection from the effects of federally
assisted undertakings.

Does not qualify property owners for federal or state grants for
preservation purposes.

Does not restrict the use to which property is put in the district or
require property owners to make improvements to their property.

Requires local historic preservation commissions review and
approval, based on conformance to local design guidelines,
before a building permit is issued for any “material changes” in
appearance io the district.

Does not affect federal, state, or local government activities.

Provides for review of proposed demolitions within designated
areas; may prevent or delay proposed demolitions for specific time
periods to allow for preservation alternatives.




Chapter 2: Survey Results

1. Building Age and Function

Building Age

Of the 1260 properties surveyed during the 2010 Core District
Survey approximately 639 properties (50.7%) were identified as

at least 50 years in age meeting the minimum requirement to be
considered a historic resource. The remaining 621 properties
(49.3%) were identified as being newer than 50 years in age, vacant
parcels, or owned by Louisiana Tech University and were excluded
from the survey.

Of the 639 historic properties surveyed 31 (2.5%) were constructed
between 1880-1910; 88 (7%) were constructed between 1911-1929;
421 (33.4%) were constructed between 1930 - 1955; and 99 (7.9%)
were constructed between 1955 - 1961.

Table 10. Buildings by Year of Construction

Year

1880 -
1911 -
1930 -
1955 -
1962 -
1980 - Present
Vacant Land / Other

1910
1929
1955
1961
1979

Total

Number of Buildings
31
88

g9

Percent
2.5%
7.0%

33.4%
7.9%
9.3%

24.4%
15.6%
100%




Figure 11. Buildings by Year of Construction - l:. ‘ .
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Building Function

The Louisiana Division of Historic Preservation classifies building
function by the following categories: commerce includes any
structure used for commercial activities; domestic includes single
family, and multi-family residences; education includes schools and
other facilities used for educational purposes; government includes
buildings used for governmental purposes; recreation includes
buildings used for recreational purposes; religious includes churches
and other houses of worship; social includes places used for social
gatherings; and vacant includes vacant buildings and storefronts.

Historic buildings in the City of Ruston are comprised almost entirely

of residential and commercial buildings. Of the 639 historic buildings

in the City of Ruston approximately 498 (77.9%) are domestic in use,
114 (17.8%) are commercial in use; 10 (1.6%) properties are vacant;
and the remaining properties are used for governmental, educational,
religious, and social functions.

Table 12. Buildings by Function {Classifications per LDHP)
Building Use Number of Buildings

Commerce 114
Domestic 498
Education

Government

Recreation

Religious
Social
Vacant Structures
Total

Percent
17.8%
77.9%

0.2%
0.8%
0.3%
0.9%
0.5%
1.6%
100%
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2. Building Form and Style

- The architecture of a building is described in terms of its overall
form and style. Form involves the proportion, scale, massing
symmetry and the structures floor plan. Style refers to decoration or
ornamentation applied to the building. Architecture is described first
in terms of form, and then in terms of style.

Within the survey area relatively few resources represent high style
architecture, the majority of the buildings within the survey area were
designed and built by local homeowners and builders who used
common building forms and little ornamentation. The simple nature
of these buildings reflects the values of the residents who built them.
The majority of the buildings identified are simple vernacular designs
lacking the necessary ornamentation to be considered high style.

Architectural Form

The majority of residential buildings within the core district study
area are comprised of several popular 20th century forms and plans.
Of the 639 properties identified there are 198 Minimal Traditional
Cottages (31%), 148 Bungalows (23.2%) and 49 Ranch Houses
(7.7%). The majority of non-residential properties are classified as
commercial row buildings and comprise 12.8% of the total historic
structures within the core district. The following descriptions provide
a guide to the local building forms found within the core district study
area.

City of Ruston,

Table 13. Buildings by Typeand Form
Type and Form

Number of Buildings
| House 1

Double Pile Cottage 25

Double Pile House 47

Gable El 20

Queen Anne Cottage 7

Queen Anne House 10

Double Shotgun

‘Shotgun

Foursquare

Bungalow

Minimal Tradition Cottage
Ranch

Spiit-Level

Free Standing Commercial
Commercial Row Building
Total

Percent
0.2%
3.9%
7.4%
3.1%
19%
1.6%
0.8%
1.4%
0.5%

23.2%
31.0%
7%
0.5%
5.0%
12.8%
100.0%
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The Gable Ell (1860’s - 1920's)

The Gable Ell sometimes
referred to as the gabled
wing cottage, or the
gable front and wing is
usually a T or L shaped
plan with a front facing
gable on one end with a
recessed wing parallel to
the facade. The front door
is usually located within
the recessed facade. The
gable wing was a popular

vernacular house type Eiour
until the early 20th century. =

o

Queen Anne Cottage / House (1880's - 1910)
Although the name of the Queen Anne Cottage derives from an ar-
chitectural style the house also occasionally occurs with elements of
other styles or no style at all. The Queen Anne Cottage is character-
ized by a square main mass with projecting gables, an asymmedrical
floor plan and no central hall. Chimneys are usually located on the
interior. Cottage refers to a one story structure while house refers to
a two story structure.

The Shotgun (1880’s - 1930°s)

The Shotgun is one of the better known house types in Louisiana
while they are predominantly an urban phenomenon, shotgun
houses were built predominately for low income workers during

the early part of the 20th Century. The shotgun house is typically
one room wide and two to three rooms deep and most commonly
features a gable roof. Most examples do not have a central hall and
the doors typically line up front to back.

The Double Shotgun (1880’s - 1930°)

The Double Shotgun House is a two family dwelling that consist of
two shotgun houses side by side with a common party wall and a
gable roof. Like the shotgun house the double shotgun is aimost
exclusively confined to urban areas and was a popular housing type
for working families.




6. Queen Anne House at 508 N Bonner Street

“*
Ly

iqu

Central Hall Two Pile Cottage / House (1860 - 1945)
The central hall tiwo pile house feature a rectangular footprint and a
linear plan. An axial passage separates the plan with rooms on either
side. The central hall house usually features centrally located door
and symmetrical fenestration divided into equal bays. Central hall
two pile house refers to a two story structure and cottage refers to a
one story structure.

Foursquare (1895- 1930)
The foursquare takes its
name from its simple floor
plan which is divided into
four quarters, on both
floors. The foursquare
features a low profile
hipped roof, deep
overhangs and often with
a central dormer. The four
square was a popular mail
order house from Sears,
Roebuck & Company.

Bungalow (1910's - 1950')

The Bungalow is sometimes mistakenly referred to as a style. The
bungalow features an irregular floor plan, with an overall rectangular
shape and integrated porches with low pitched roofs and long
overhangs. The term bungalow is derived from the Hindi word
“bangla” which refers to low house with galleries and porches. The
bungalow is one of the most numerous housing types in Ruston.

- Historic Building Survey



Minimal Traditional Cottage (1925 -1955)

The Minimal Traditional Cottage is a compact irregular floor plan
house usually with a moderately pitched gable end. They are one of
the most ubiquitous house types and were marketed by contractors
and builders.

They were often
straightforward with
simple detailing. While
some of the Minimal
Traditional Cottages
are built with elements
resembling Tudor and
Colonial Revival styles,
they normally lack the
details to be considered
high style.

5. Louisiana

Ranch (1935 - 1975)

The typical ranch house is a rambling one story structure with a hip
or gable roof. The typical ranch style home in Ruston is a rambling,
one-story building with either a hipped or gabled roof. The horizontal
orientation is usually towards the street and are found in L and U
shaped configurations. Features often included sliding doors and
attached garages, ribbon or large picture windows.

e23. 1 {ouse at 903 Sun

Split Level (1955 - 1975)
The Split Level rose to popularity in the 1350’s as a modification to
the ranch house. It maintained the low pitch and horizontal lines. The
split level grew out of the family’s desire to separate interior spaces
for quiet living areas, noisy living areas and service rooms, and quiet
sleeping levels. The split level made this possible.

SR 3 "IN
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Freestanding Commercial Building

The Freestanding Commercial Building type refers to buildings
commonly built outside the historic core and includes detached and
freestanding buildings
lacking a common

or shared wall. The
freestanding building type
includes commercial,
government, religious, and
educational buildings.

'g. Commercial Row Bui satN Tre Street

Commercial Row Building (1870’s - 1960°s)
Commercial row buildings developed as a distinct property type
throughout the mid-nineteenth century and mid-twentieth century.
The commercial row building was constructed to maximize lot
coverage, buildings extended to the sidewalk or right of way edge
and to the property line on either side with no separation from
abutting buildings. The narrow front elevation often became the
buildings only identifying feature. Commercial row buildings are
found within dense commercial districts and main streets.

. Historic Building Survey



Architectural Style

Of the 639 properties surveyed, the majority of the buildings within
the survey area are comprised of simple vernacular buildings which
due to their lack of ornamentation are classified as expressing

“no style” (513 or 80.3%). Of the structures exhibiting high style or
elements of high style the most predominant styles are Colonial
Revival (42 or 6.6%), Craftsman (41 or 6.4%) and Queen Anne (20
or 3.1%).

Queen Anne (1890-1910)

The Queen Anne style was popularized by 19th century architects
led by Richard Norman Shaw. The style quickly spread throughout
the country via pattern books and periodicals such as The American
Architect and Building News. Queen Anne style houses are nearly
always frame structures featuring wooden ornaments and mill work.
The styles popularity was facilitated by the expanding railroad
network which made mass produced mill work readily available. A
simpler variation of the Queen Anne style is known as Folk Victorian
and usually has a gable ell plan.

Table 32, Bailéingsby Style »
Style : - Number of Buildings
 Art Deco 7 ‘ 2
Beaux Arts 2
Classical Revival - 4
Colonial Revival . 42

Crafisman
‘Gothic Revival
Moderne
No Style

Queen Anne

 Tudor Revival
Total

Common identifying
features include an
irregular plan and
irregular massing

and roof forms. Roof
forms include hipped,
gabled, pyramidal, and
usually feature a front
facing gable. Round,
polygonal or square
towers with rounded or
bay windows. One or

Percent

0.3%
0.3%
0.6%
6.6%
6.4%
Q0.2%
1.3%
80.3%
3.1%
0.9%
100.0%

more porches usually Figure 34. Queen Anne 410 N Bonner Avenue

a wrap around with

turned post or columns. An emphasis on exterior textural patterns,

including exterior shingles, and the uses of machine made wooden

decorative features including brackets trusses and woodwork.
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Gothic Revival (1840’s - 1880's)

The Gothic Revival began in England during the mid 1700’s but
was not fully developed in America until Alexander Jackson Davis
championed the style in his 1837 book Rural Residences. The Gothic
Revival Style was later popularized by Andrew Jackson Downing in
the pattern books Cottage Residences (1842) and The Architecture
of Country Houses (1850). The style quickly faded out of popularity
in the 1860’s but did experience a revival in the late 1870’s and was
predominantly applied exclusively to religious buildings. The later
phase is also known as High Victorian Gothic or Late Gothic Revival
Style.

Common features include steeply pitched roofs, usually with steep
cross gables. Windows usually feature pointed Gothic shaped arches
that extend into the gables and wall surfaces feature decorated
verge boards.

Gt Louisiana

Beaux Arts (1890 - 1930)

The term Beaux Arts is closely associated with the Ecole des Beaux
Arts in France where many American Architects studied bringing

the style to America. Richard Morris, H.H. Richardson and Charles
McKim were among the first architects to popularize the Beaux Arts
style. The style was popularized during the Chicago 1893 Colombian
exposition and quickly became the preferred expression of Americas
industrial barons.

The style is
characterized by
classical Greek

and Roman forms,
elaborate detailing
massive plans and
heavy masonry.
Roman arches

and columns or
typically lonic or
Corinthian with wall
surface comprised

of masonry. Beaux
Arts characteristics
typically includes a
symmetrical facade
with wall surfaces
with decorative floral
patterns, shields,
pilasters, and
columns. Walls are
usually smooth light
colored stone and roof
are flat or low pitched.
Pronounced cornices
are topped with a
parapet, balustrade or
attic story.

£ 107 N Trenton Street

8. Beaux Aris Style at 201 N Trenton Street



Figur

Colonial Revival (1880-1955)

The Philadelphia Centennial of 1876 brought a renewed interest

in America’s colonial past. With the development of new printing
technologies the style quickly spread allowing the widespread use
of photographs in books the Colonial Revival style emerged as the
dominant architectural style until after World War 1. The Colonial
Revival style was heavily influenced by Georgian and Adam’s styles
and it is often found with a combination of the eclectic styles.

Vienna Street

Common identifying features include a symmetrically balanced
facade with a central door and entry porch; classically inspired
features such as pilasters, columns, pediments, fanlights, and
sidelights; double-hung windows with multiple panes of glass; and
prominent cornices.

Classical Revival (1895-1950)

The revival of the Classical style dates back to the 1893 Chicago
World’s Colombian Exposition where the expaositions planners
mandated a Classical theme featuring dramatic colonnaded white
buildings arranged around a central court. The expositions buildings
were of monumental scale and inspired couniless public buildings
and smaller residences. Although not quite as abundant as the
Colonial Revival, the neoclassical style was a dominant style for
domestic buildings throughout the first half of the twentieth century.

Characteristically, these buildings use an eclectic mix of classical
features such as domes, columned porticos, Jediments, cornices
with lentils, pilasters, keystones, and quoins. Corinthian and lonic
columns were often used on full-height porticos on buildings.

- Historic Building Survey




Tudor Revival (1890 -1940)

The Tudor Revival style is loosely based on a variety of late medieval
English prototypes ranging from thatch roof folk cottages to grand
manor houses. The Tudor Revival was most popular during the
1920’s and 1930’s.

Like the other eclectic styles the Tudor Revival freely mixes
traditional details but are united with an emphasis on a steeply
pitched front facing gable roof. Other identifying features include
a facade dominated by one or more steeply pitched cross gables,
decorative timbering, tall narrow windows, massive chimneys and
decorative chimney pots.

050 Louisiana

Craftsman (1910-1950)
Craftsman houses were
inspired primarily by the work
of Charles and Henry Greene
who practiced in Pasadena
from 1893-1914. Incorporating
influence from the Arts and
Crafts movement, wooden
architecture, and the manual
arts the Greene’s early
designs received wide spread
publicity in magazines such
as Western Architect, The
Architectural Record, Ladies Home Journal and numerous pattern
books. As a result of the publicity Craftsman houses quickly became
the most popular houses in America. One story vernacular examples
are simply called bungalows.

Craftsman houses and buildings are simple in detail and massing,
placing emphasis on simplicity in their materials and construction.
Craftsman houses feature a broad, low-pitched, roof with wide,

open eaves; exposed structural elements such as rafters, roof
beams, verge boards, and knee braces; and square or battered
porch piers. Brick, stone, stucco, wood siding, and shingles were

all common exterior materials. Houses feature open interiors with a
prominent hearth, built-in furniture, and natural woodwork. Craftsman
commercial buildings are usually brick, with accents of stone, terra-
cotta, or R 30

decorative ;
brick
patterns.




Art Deco (1925-1940)

The term Art Deco comes from the 1925 Exposition Internationale
des Arts Decoratifs Industriels et Modernes held in Paris celebrating
the modern world. While the style began in France it quickly became
dominant in America. The Art Deco design style sought to renounce
all of the various revival styles practiced in the early twentieth century
becoming popular in industrial design, furniture and jewelry as well
as architecture.

Art Deco is characterized by
vertical massing and surface
ornamentation of angular i
geometric forms such as
zigzags, chevrons and
stylized floral motifs, and is
sometimes combined with
polychrome. Art Deco was
used mostly in commercial
buildings, schools, and
courthouses to project a
progressive, American spirit.

Yeco Lincoin Parish

,

Figure 47. 401 W Louisiana Avenue circa 1930’s.

Moderne (1920 - 1940)

The Moderne Style originated in the Buahaus emphasizing

the principles of classic architecture in its purest form without
ornamentation or decoration. Moderne becane popular in America
as Art Deco was falling out of fashion and gained popularity at the
1933 Chicago Worlds Fair.

The Moderne style

is characterized by
horizontal elements,
rounded corners, flat
roofs, glass block, smooth
walls all intended to

look streamlined. The
streamline effect is
enhanced by rounded
corners and windows
that often continue
around corners without
interruption by a column.

_




3. Building Condition

Building Condition

The overall conditicn of surveyed buildings are described in
accordance with the Louisiana Division of Historic Preservation
guidelines and ranked as being in excellent, fair, good, poor, or

ruin condition. The majority of historic buildings within the Core
District study area are in excellent to good condition (85.3% or 545).
However 94 (14.7%) historic buildings are in poor condition or a state
of ruin. These resources should be monitored to prevent the loss of
the City of Ruston’s historic resources.

~ CGityofRuston,

1able 48. Buildings by Physical Condition
Building Condition

Excellent

Fair

Good

Poor

Ruin

Total

Number of Buildings

35
358
152

86

8

Percent
5.5%
56.0%
23.8%
13:5%
1.3%
100.0%
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Chapter 3: Recommendations

1. Key Recommendations

Information from a historic resource survey can form the foundation
for planning decisions affecting the city’s historic buildings and neigh-
borhoods. The 2011 Core District Historic Building Survey provides
a database of the city’s historic resources to help guide the planning,
maintenance, and investment decisions of owners, city officials,
neighborhoods, and investors. Historic resource information is an es-
sential component of effective historic preservation planning, urban
planning and community development.

e Encourage property owners to nominate buildings with historical
significance, association with significant events, and notable
architectural contributions to the National Register of Historic
Places or designated as local landmark.

¢ Nominate publicly owned buildings for the National Register of
Historic Places of Local Landmark Status.

€la e Louisiana

Fi

ure 50. 306 East Arizona

«©

* Encourage neighborhoods with significant historic resources to
apply for local historic district status. Possible local historic districts
include:

The Neighborhood in the vicinity of Bonner Street / East Arizona
Street / Vernon Street

The neighborhood at Lee Street / Claiborne Street / Spring Street.
The neighborhoods at Sunset Drive and Sandy Lan .

» Encourage neighborhoods to adopt design guidelines and historic
preservation standards.



¢ Continue to advocate
for the preservation
of historic residences
located in the Historic
Landmark District, in
the vicinity of North
Trenton Street and
North Bonner Street
between West Florida
Avenue and Goode
Avenue.

* Encourage property
owners to maintain
the historical integrity
of their property while
performing renovations or repairs.

¢ Publicize incentives available for historic preservation to property
owners. Tax credits, grants, and low interest loans are incentives
to encourage individuals and organizations to preserve and
renovate existing historic structures rather than building new
structures. The Louisiana Division of Historic Preservation
maintains a database of incentive programs designed to provide
monetary incentives for historic resource preservation.

¢ Periodically update the 2010 Core District Historic Building Survey
to maintain an accurate inventory of the City’s Historic resources.

e Continue to promote
the preservation
and rehabilitation of
buildings within the
Core Center District.

* Encourage special
events and historic
home tours to promote
historic preservation
and awareness.

Histori Buiding Survey




Chapter 4: Historic Resources

1. Historic Resources Inventory

The following tables list historic resources identified in the 2011 Core
District Historic Building Survey. Properties are listed in alphabetical
order according to street address. Each property is described
according to the Lincoln Parish tax identification number, street
number, street direction, street name, and street type. If the property
was previously surveyed during the 1979-1980 Historic Building
Survey the Louisiana Division of Historic Preservation survey
identification number is listed. The construction date is listed in terms
of an exact date of construction or approximate date of construction
indicated by “C”. The historic resource or current land use is listed in
terms of “Function Present” and is classified according the Louisiana
Division of Historic Preservation Guidelines as domestic, commerce,
vacant, religious, social, education, or governmental in primary
function.




Parcel Number

2

BT830

26183245215

2418391320A
| 24183974108
24183901A02
24183974007
24183901C02
24183974105
24183901022

2418397407

24183901E01
| 24183974A06
24183901002

23183919494

| 2318398310A

23183919802

23183983108

23183919208
| 23183983118
23183983012

002

23183983100

081

23183990005

Street Number

agsw

23183245NET

Street Direction

Street Name

Alabama
Alabama

Alabama

Alabama
Alabama
Alabama
Alabama

Alabama

Street Type
3 i

Previous Survey Number

31-00550

31-00207

Construction Date

Eunction Present
Domestic
Domestic
Dﬁesttc
Commerge
Commerce

: Commercfe}(
7 ACom’mérce
Gmabe
Commercg
/C'or;lrrje.arce
Commerce
Commerce
Commerce
Commerce
Commerce

Domestic




Parcel Number on Street Nam Previous Survey er Construction Date Function Presel

23183068103 Domestic

23183068105 Domestic

23183068107 Domestic

231800053 il ! ; B / = ‘ ; : : i . : . Doetic

: 2518911C

2518397E01

25183917802

483916A03

251 83901

2513944801

25153944033 7 ’ : ‘ : : ) ‘ ‘ Domstic
quﬁesttc

7311

P

Domestic

25183247238 Domestic

2518300003 Arizona 31-00520 ' Domestic




Parcel Number Street Number Street Direction Street Name Street Type Previous Survey Number Construction Date Function Present
on 3 - aElesg s ‘Domestic

25183000041 Aal R Biasl

25183247105 : Arizona' Ave 31-005é3 €1930 Domestic
ohasaiEEe B nmm e Db 0 E Av Beben 00 enw o e

23183069036 : ‘ Arnold 1957 Domestic
asrmgtoms B

: 23‘183069056 m Arnold Domestic

: 23183060032 ; 801 S = Domestié

Dohestié
Batmsagozs T b ' - ¥ o ' S e
23183220905 : Domestic
26183107010 = Domestic
el UL BN s = R e
24183982001 : Commerce
shiesseooin. B oo TN e T B e e e
24183903034 : : 7 A Commerce
2471 83915045 : 5 : Bonner o e k : ’ Dorﬁestwrc
. 2s1B3000044 | 508 (Bommer | Ave B R e
24183937NE2 Bonﬁer Domestic
24183976012 Bonner Religious
_ adtmsgrrons | 2o ‘ e
24183979005 Bonner
‘eaigsareonr. T T >
2418390803A Bonner 31-00151

25183909015 31-00149
J254E3GATAOR G A
2518391740C Bonner 31-00467




Parcel Number Street Number Street Direction Street Name Previous Survey Number  Construction Date Function Present

‘2518391740A o S : : V‘Bomwe; T éi‘-ooasé e BRa bomesh‘c
5183912802 500, : : ‘ el
25?83§18001 : 31-00470 Domestic
SR T i g R
k25183‘91'2N:23 : A 31-00481 Domestic
2518324772A : : 31-00478 Domestié
2518324772B 31-00477 Domestic

2518324761C 31-00473
% 7 » ; e T

A

25183247730
‘§sﬁ
23183000083
. : Domestic:
23183000134 Vacant

23183240503

231835636()0 7 ’ Domestic
i % - - S . 5 = 2 = = : o : Dbmestr;c
23183037008 Calcote : k Domestic
76505 ; ; T s  Domestic
23183000106 : Dome;stic
‘ 5  Domestic
23183038008 7 Calcote : 5 Dom estic
251 839i 2052 : ’ 4 : Célifornjé G : ; : = : Dom estic
25183918059 ' California Ave  Stoost : = Beide

Gity ofRuston, |||




Parcel Number

25183R4762A

25183918058
25183918057
25183091101

25183247401

25183091503
25183091302
25183091504

25183091405

26183245W18

23163000081

23183322265

| 23183000026

23183000059

| oaes@arSO2

24183306003
23163921404

23183921205
| 23183921C04
23183922003

o sesteroe 0

23183067215

23183067212

23183067312

| 23183067311

23183067006
23183000101
23183000102

| 24183000063 i

24183271022

| 24183270011

24183213065

Street Number
204

205
207
403
405 |
504
507 :
508

B

609

Street Direction

-
B
=

Street Name

Cafeling
’ C‘a.rro!‘&r;a
Cafoling
Gt

Center

S

¥

treet Type

Previous Survey Number

31-00050
3100049
31-00507

| 3100508
31-00506

Construction Date

1960
1923
1927
1960

1950

1948

e
1950

c19a0

: C1960

s

Function Present
Domestic
Domestic

- Domeste ;
Domestic
Domestic
Domestic

- Domestic
Domestic

 Domesic
Commerce
Domestic

Domestic

Domestic

- Domestic

Commerce
- quesitc o
Domestic
Domestie
Domestic
: Daifiéstie,‘ -
Domestic
. Domesfic
Domestic
[ Bomestics T
Domestic
- Domestc
Domestic

Domestic




Parcel Number Street Number Street Direction Street Name Street Type Previous Survey Number Construction Date Function Present
24183253011 a8 - :
24183213085 Center

31-00114

24183213020

24183000201

Domestic
Doifnééﬁcl :
Domestic
24183000210 S , : ~ Domestic
24183000211 ; ‘ deestic
23183069073 e : DoméStic
Gidsoeoosn 0 e s : : oy e
25183918W02 : 7 7 ~ Domes‘ﬁc
5 . . e
2518391730B Colorado e Domestic

(ity of Ruston,




Parcel Number
. esia3vsnie
2518394501A

25183944604

25183944D04
25183945024

25183944028
25183247301

25183247E02
| 25183091201
25183091203

| osiece1204

251830913C1
| 25183091371
" 25‘17’8’369} 3A1
26183930801
26183929C04
25183830C01
26183929E04
23183089022
23183069024
Laineer
23183069014
23183069015
23183069016
| 23183069030
23183068210
23183000018
23183068207
23183000099
23183000009
e
23183000022

Street Number

- 302
304
305
307

308
309

409

502
504

506
508

508

Street Direction

Street Name

4 ijo.:f‘o-r‘gdo
Co!glradq
Cdlc;'rado

Dok
quorado
Colorado
Cf)lorado

Colorade

Cooktown

Street Type

Previous Survey Number

31-00514
31-00512

31-00511

31-00296

Construction Date
P ets

1941

100

1932

Domestic

Domestic

Domestic
Domestic

Domestic

Domestic

Domestic

Domestic
Domestic

Domestic

Domestic

. Domestic

Domestic

Domestic

Domestic
 Domestic
Domestic

Function Present

| Domestie ]

. Domestic_

. Domestie
Domestic

. Domestic




Parcel Number Street Number Street Direction Street Name Street Type Previous Survey Number  Construction Date Function Present
251 83000028 815 Cooktown 31-00018

: 007 = ; Doméstic
2318300021 : i 5 & . ; = LU
23183000210 Domestic

L
Domestic

Domestic
Vacant
Domestic
06731 613 L e
23183067309 31-00324 Domestic
Fitaeners T a0ee . 7 L e
23183068115 Everett Domestic
23183000019 Evereit
23183000021 Everett Domestic
24183000219 Farmerville Domestic
24183000083 Farmenville
241832473A1 Farmerville

24183247802 Farmerville

24183247304 Farmerville : 7 Domestic

(ity of Ruston,




Parcel Number
. 241832475W4

251830913A2
25183091382

25183091404

| 24183915049

24183915051

23183067115

23183067208
23183261002
23183261011
| 23183261003
23183261004

23183261012

23183261008
23183069E17
23183069017

| 24183914002

24183913308
24183000025
24183037143

24183000054

| 241832130A3

23183919A04
| 23183925A03
23183067107
23183067108
23183068201

23183245988

23183068114
23183068113
23183245010

Street Number Street Direction Street Name
Caneii i
502 : Farmerville
608

Georgia

Georgia

Street Type

Previous Survey Number

31-00293

31-00301

Construction Date

L gaen

C1950
- 1950
1950
: 1945
1960
1933
o
1940
e o
’ 1940
: 1940
dy
1953
.
€1930

31-00316

Function Presen
. Domesti
Domestic
Domestie

Domestic

‘..Qoniss’lit;_ -
Domestic

Domestie
Domestic

~ Domestic
Domestic

Domestic

Domestic

Government
Domestic
Domestic

Domestic
Domestic

_ Domestic
Domestic
_ Domestic
Vacant
. Domestic

Domestic




23183068111 31-00303
23183068110

318300
24183037A03

t241 832§7WN1
24183247WN3
’ é41 852471 Bé
274183y247.2;04
é3183067109
éé1536671 11

231832459A1 31-00264

31-00306

23183000071 31-00308

23183000004
23185245913 o : T coue R e
23183068914 31-00311 Domestic

23183268002 Domestic

City of Ruston, = -




Parcel Number
23183268001
23183069102

| 24183247001

24183000034

. 25183091N08

25183091508
25183091604
25183091804
23183000223
23183037002
23183000213
23183038D08
23183038800
23183037507
23183038F08
23183038607
| 23183000E21
23183038611
23183800612
23183069098

23183069040

| 23183069026

23183069027
125183247530
25183091803

25183091901

25183091315
_ 26183249EM4
26183249SW4
26183245204
26183452012

Street Number
e

801

Street Direction

Street Name

Street Type Previous Survey Number

31-00517

31-00509

31-00446

Construction Date
e

1954

e
1950

| Dome

Function Present

 Domestio

Domestic
Domestic

Domestic

~ Domestic

Domestic

 Domestic

Domestic

' Domestic

Domestic

_Religious

Domestic

| Domestic

Domestic

Domestic

Domestic

Domestic
. Domestic

Domestic

_ Domestic

Domestic

Domestic

Domestic

~ Domesiic

Domestic

Bomesne |

Social




Parcel Number Street Number Street Direction Street Name Street Type Previous Survey Number Construction Date Function Present

gmm S sy
i :

Religious

Domestic

24183213211 Manyiai

nd
3Q3§~ B ‘ '.‘,.; ’ : P

;

fiadsibe A
Memorial

23183067 1A3

23183067105 ’ Domeétic

~ City of Ruston,




Parcel Number Street Number Street Direction Street Name Street Type Previous Survey Number Construction Date Function Present
| 23183923NW4 = 4085 =i Mimden = ’ S s 1985 | Domestic
23183922A01 500 Minden 31-00257 1920 Domestic
23183067202 | s SRR s B e e e
23183067222 505 7 Minden 31-00250 Domestic

: .23183057206 o ; 511 Mihden : 31-00252 Domestic
Dasiestborie L e mep G DS P R D e
23183067301 7601 7 31-00253 Domestic
23183067302 603 31-00254 : : ‘ Domestic
24718397200’E 7 104 ’ ~ Commerce

Hoseapen . i i g e e
24183972018 106 G Commerce

| 2418397314A va £ | Ave e | Commerce
24183973148 115 7 : ; 31-00239 Commerce
24183981007 s : S L lecvemen
2'4183POWER : 7 300‘ : 7 e Government
24183000136 sor B e e ] aee
24183982016 303 = Mississippi B : Domestic

Sobieainns T e dississippi. | L Ave : e
24183947143 408 Mississippi Domestic
24183000133 413 Mississippi 31-00108

estmaleon> DR ‘ " )
24183948002 416 : Mississippi 31-00108
2atesopordt . 417 : e 010 e
24183000131 4 419 Mississippi 31-00107 Domestic
24183948005 Mississippi 31-00061 Domestic
24183000131 Mississippi 31-00107 Domestic




ame Stree Previous Survey Number : Construction Da Function Pre
Domestic
2318398319A 7 : : Commerce
2418397113A ‘ : Commerce
24183971

2418397114A

23183983208B 31-00218 Commerce

23183984010 : Missi-ssippi : / o ‘. : ] : : : i : Commerce
23183984N11 Mississippi ; ’ : / Commerce
23183989B11 Mississippi Commerce
23183992005 Mississippi ; e Commerce
23183922010 7 ississippi 7 T . T Domestic
231832454A4 : 5 Mnsisippi % : g H ‘ 7 Corﬁerce
23183245653 ’ Misissippi T ‘ : : T Domestic
23T8300046 ; Mississippi ' ' : = : Domestic
Misissippi

Monroe




Parcel Number

26183930804

24183247EN1

| 24183247NWA

24183247305

(L 2aingzersnz.

24183247402

24183247003

24183247383

26183099E01
26183089411
26183099402

26183099401

24183972004

B 72413351:22005

24183972006

| 24183071002

24183971010
24183971009
2418397105A

| 24183971004

24183971003
| 24183971001
23183984210

ZHhedgBioTe

23183984017

24183702315
24183954153

24183075202

24183075203

S

Street Number
Bt
1007
107
105

S
110
f32a

Street Direction

Street Name

Street Type

Previous Survey Number

Construction Date
L1820
1947
1930°
1930

Function Present

Domestc

Domestic

~ Domestic

Damestic

Domestic

 Pomestic

Domestic

Domestic

B

Domestic

 Domestic

Commerce

Commerce

. Commerce

Commerce

Commerce
Commerce

Commerce

Commerce

Commerce

Commerce

. Commerce

Commerce

Domestic

Domestic




24183075204

24183075205

24183075206

24183075207

24183075109

Street Number

Street Directio

Street

Street

Domestic

Domestic

Domestic

Domestic

Domestic




Parcel Number
23183069044
24183071E12
24183075601
24183075214
24183075213
24183075005
- 24183075212
24183075210
| 24183075200
24183075610
24183075110
24183075301

24183075613
26183099403
26153099412
26183000012

25183000011
; 261'830’00010
24183977007
24183979309
| 24183916357
2418391602A
24183979010
24183979012

| 24183959170

24183247 1A6

| 24183943208

241832471A7

| 24183943208

241832471B7

| 24183943200

241832471D7

Street Number Street Direction Street Name
ioos i
205 Standifer
B
‘ Sunset

Sunset

Sunset
Sunset

Sunset

Street Type Previous Survey Numoer

£

31-00369

31-00383

S

31-00385
31-00161

31-00154

an
3100159

Construction Date
S 1952

1960

b

C1960

- o1%s0

1956

1961

s e

C1940

ey

1822

1802

 c1e40

1827

1932

:49 5
Domestic

Function Present

Domestic

Domestic

Domestic ‘

Domestic

Domestic

Domestic
Domestic
Daomestic

Domestic

Domestic

~ Domestic

Daomestic

CoBmese

Domestic

Domestic.

Domestic
Domesiic
Domestic
Domestic
Domestic

_ Domestic
Domestic




Parcel Number
8

25183247W01

8

241832471E8

83047148
25183247212

25183247144

24183247300

: 23183928E01
24183974004
2318398402A
231 83é84A03

23183984008
24183971D14
24183574001
2318398301A
23183983002

18398,
23183983005

Street Number

Street Direction

Street Name

Trenton
p——

Trenton
Trenton
Trenton
Trenton
Trenton
Trenton

Trenton

Trenton

Street Type

Previous Survey Number

31-00566

31-00065

31-00190

Construction Date

Function Present

Commerce

" Commece

Commerce

Commerce
" Commece
Commerce
R
Commerce
dem;é%ée' :
Commerce
RS

Commerce




Parcel Number
23183919402
23183919307
| 24183904001
24183905019
| 24183805A01
24183905504
23183921A03
23183939403
24183941012
24183000002
_ 24183037B03
. 23‘1’8398;5005

| 2aiBagma00s

23183885006

24183975016

23183985SE7

[2aisseesoos

2618324950A

25183247883

26183249308

| 251832478D3

25183247884
| 26183249NE4
25183247228
2518324723A
25183091001
25183247520
25183247531
| 25183091704
2418372A001

2418397202A

24183972018

Street Number

S

307
400
500
SO
508

609

Street Direction

e

804
e
108
B
116

Street Name

 Trepion
Trenton
Trenton
Trenton
Trenton
Trenton
Trenton
Trenton
Trenton
Trenton
Trenton
Trenton

Trenton

Vermnon
Vernon

Vienna

Construction Date
C1940
C1940

e L ot

'31-00079 C1940

Street Type Previous Survey Number

e the

C1930
31-00085 1926

31-00044

31-00492

Function Present
Commeree
Commerce

4 Cbmrnerc;e_
Domestic

. Commerce

Domestic

Domesic. | ]

Domestic
_ Domestie.

Commerce

 Commerce

Commerce

Commerce

Domestic
_ Domestic
Commerce
Commerce
Commerce
Domestic
Domestie

Domestic

 Domestic

Domestic
_ Domestic
Commerce
Commerce

Commerce




Parcel Number Street Number Street Direction Street Name Street Type Previous Survey Number Construction Date Function Present

2418397200C Commerce

2418397200D Commerce

Commerce
Recreation

Recreation

Domestic
Domestic

Domestic

24183000022

25183247748 Domestic

23183939804

23183000030




' Core District



