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Chapter I : Introductian

1. Historic Building Survey

lnformation from a historic resource survey can form the foundation
for planning decisions affecting the city's historic buildings and
neighborhoods. The compilation of information in a survey can
help guide the planning, maintenance, and investment decisions of
owners, city officials, neighborhoods, and investors while raising civic
pride and awareness. Historic resource information is an essential
component of effective historic preservation planning, urban planning
and community development.

The City of Ruston is a participating entity in the Louisiana Certified
Local Program. The Certified LocalGovernment (CLG) program
is an initiative of the National Park Service and was developed to
assist local municipalities in protecting their historic resources. ln
response to the enormous losses in the 1950's and 1960's caused
by burgeoning suburbs and urban decay, Congress passed the
National Historic Preservation Act in 1966. Recognizing the need for
greater local involvement, Congress expanded the National Historic
Preservation Act in 1980 to include local government as a full
partner. lt established the Certified Local Government program so
that municipalities and parishes could carry on historic preservation
activities under a federal umbrella. Since 1980, Federal laws have
been amended to provide generous federal tax benefits for the
preservation of historic properties. Several states such as Louisiana,
have added state tax credits and other incentives. Congress has

provided funding for preservation as well. By law, each state has
been required to allocate to local government programs ten percent
of its annual federal appropriation for preservation activities.

A Certified Local Government designation is intended to encourage
communities to establish historic preservation programs at the local
level. The program aims to foster neighborhood pride, to survey and
inventory local historic properties, and to assist property owners in
preserving their community's heritage.

Basic to the success of a commun¡ty's h¡storic preservation program
is the creation of a municipal historic district by local ordinance as
required by the CLG program. Local historic districts are designated
by the mayor and city council and approved by the planning and
zoning commission under provisions of the state enabling legislation
(La R.S. 25:73'l-782). After creating a historic district, each
community must establish a Historic District Commission (HDC) to
oversee its designated historic area. The HDC's main role is to assist
and advise building owners, architects, and developers on the best
way to restore.

By becoming a CLG and creating a local historic preservation
program, communities can protect and preserve their built
environment. Every community has its distinctive heritage: a historic
downtown, older neighborhoods, schools, churches, and parks.
These features represent the history of a community and become a
legacy for all. Historic properties give each community its distinctive
look and feel. They contribute to the economy by providing lourist
attractions and stabilizing and increasing property values. Historic
districts protect the architecturally rich living environment for citizens,
visitors, and future generations.

ln Louisiana, CLG communities are eligible to apply for available
grant funds through the Division of Historic Preservation. Grant
funds are administered on a reimbursable/matching funds basis;
meaning the sub-grantee performs the work, makes the necessary
expenditures, and receives reimbursement upon completion of the
project.



2. Objectives

The City of Ruston Core District Historic Structures Survey is a
reconnaissance level survey resulting from a collaborative effort
between the Louisiana Office of Historic Preservation, the City of
Ruston and Tipton Associates. The objectives of the Core District
Historic Structures Survey are:
. To complete a reconnaissance level survey for all structures fifty

years or older located in the Core District;
. Prepare a survey report that will provide the City of Ruston with

baseline historic data for future land use and preservation planning
as part of Ruston 21 and the Core Dislrict Master Plan;

. Provide recommendations for expanding the Ruston Historic
District or for the creation of new historic d¡str¡cts and
neighborhoods; and

. Contribute to the body of knowledge and raise awareness of the
City's Historic resources.

The City of Ruston in
association with Daniel
L. Hodson conducted a
selective reconnaissance
level Histor¡cStanding
Structures Survey in 1979
which provided a physical
description and ranked
propert¡es as excellent,
average, or poor resources
based on eligibility and
architectural significance. ln
the years following the 1979 survey several well known buildings
have been designated as local landmarks and / or listed on the
National Register. The 2011 Core District Survey includes a
reassessment of these resources as well as the identification of
additional resources in the Core District identifying less prominent
background buildings, highlighting architectural patterns, and identify
unique neighborhoods.

ln the years following the
1979 survey numerous
h¡stor¡c resources have come
of age and now meet the
minimum threshold to qualify
as a historic resource. A
historic resource is defined
by the Louisiana Division
of Historic Preservation
asanyStructufe50yearSFigtl¡ç2Tr¡nityChurchc¡rca'1930's'
in age or older. The 2011 Core District survey continues Ruston's
understanding of its historic past while developing preservation
planning strategies for historic resources.

Figure 1. Buston High Schoo¡ c¡rca -1930's.
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3. Survey Area and Methodology

Survey Area
The survey pQect area is defined by the City of Ruston's Core
District Boundary. Within the District there are several sub-districts
and neighborhoods each uniquely defined by its historic background,
resources, existing conditions and cultures. The Core District is
comprised of approximately 950 acres and includes portions of
Louisiana Tech University and Louisiana Tech Enterprise Campus.

The Survey Boundary is delineated by the Ruston Core District and
includes the area bordered by Line Avenue to the south; to l-20
to the north; and from Tech Drive in the west to Farmerville Street
to the east. While Louisiana Tech University is located within the
bounds of the survey area, University properties have been excluded
from the survey.

Methodology
The 2011 Core Distinct Survey contains approximately 1260
tax parcels. Of the total '1260 parcels approximately 639 historic
resources were identified to have documented tax assessors or
field verified construction dates prior to 1961. Making them at least
50 years in age or older thus meeting the minimum requirement for
historic classification. The survey includes Residential, Commercial,
as well as Civic and Public structures.

Prior to performing field work a preliminary list of known historic
structures was compiled using Geographic lnformations Systems

data made available
through the Lincoln
Parish Assessors
Office and the City
of Ruston. While this
initial list provided a
starting point over
60% of the 1260
parcels identified
did not have Lincoln
Parish ïax Assessor's
date of construclion.
To determine eligible
resources each
property within the
core district was
surveyed and eligible
structures were field verified.

Field work was performed in October of 2011. Field work involved
a pedestrian survey of the Core District Study Area photographing
each property, recording the structure type, materials, style, form,
plan type, and performing initial determinations of age, integrity, and
historic value. All properties previously identified in the 1979 study
were revisited and updated. Several buildings that were previously
identified have been demolished and are not included in this survey.

The next phase of work involved compiling field data into a database,
performing additional research, and compiling the final report. A
Louisiana Historic Resource lnventory form was completed for each
historic resource identified in the survey. Each inventory form has
been supplemented with two photographs of the property, a diagram
of the properties location and the UTM coordinates. ln addition, all
data collected on the 639 historic resources has been compiled into
a Geographic lnformatíons Systems database.

The 2011 Core District Historic Resource Survey has been carried
out in accordance with the Louisiana Department of Historic Preser-
vation's Historic Resource lnventory Guidelines.
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Figure 3. Survey Area in Context of the City of Ruston



F¡gure 4. Historic Survey Study Area
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4. National Register and Historic Districts

Within the Core District Study Area there are nineteen properties
listed with the National Register of Historic Places including six
buildings located on the Louisiana Tech Campus. ln order for a
historic property to be eligíble for listing on the National Register
of Historic Places the National Park Service specifies the following
criteria for evaluation.

The quality of significance in American history, architecture,
archeology, engineering, and culture is present in districts, sites,
buildings, structures, and objects that possess integrity of location,
design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association,
and:
. That are associated with events that have made a significant

contribution to the broad pattems of our history; or
. That are associated with the lives of significant persons in or past;

or
. That embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or

method of construction, or that represent the work of a master,
or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual
distinction;or

. That have yielded or may be likely to yield, information important ¡n
history or prehistory.

c
W@



Figure 6. National Register Listed Buildingsr'# 1F v 1..¡t tr ..tl t I a
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The Louisiana Division of Historic Preservation publishes the
following guide outlining the criteria for National Historic District and
Local Historic District designation.

National Register District
A National Register historic district is a historic district that is listed
in the National Register of Historic Places. The National Register
is our country's official list of historic properties and resources
worthy of preservation. lt includes individual buildings, structures,
sites, and objects as well as historic districts that are considered
to be significant in American history, architecture, engineering,
archaeology, and culture.

National Register listing recognizes the significance of properties
and districts. By doing so, it identifies significant historic resources
in a community. Boundaries of National Register districts are tightly
drawn to encompass only concentrated areas of historic buildings.
lnformation compiled to nominate a historic district can be used in
a variety of planning and development activities. National Register
listing also makes available specific preservation incentives and
provides a limited degree of protection via review of the effects of
federally funded, licensed, or permitted activities.

The National Register is maintained by the US Department of the
lnterior. ln Washington state, the National Register program is
administered by the National Register Coordinator at the Office of
Archaeology and Historic Preservation. National Register historic
districts most commonly encompass central business districts,
residential neighborhoods, industrial areas, rural areas, and,
occasionally, entire communities.

National Register District
. ldentifies significant properties and districts for general planning

purposes.

' Analyzes and assesses the
historic character and quality
of the district.

. Designates historic areas
based on uniform national
criteria and procedures.

. Sets district boundaries
tightly, based on the actual
distribution pattern of intact
historic properties in the area.

. Makes available specific
federal and state tax
incentives for preservation
purposes.

. Provides a limited degree
of protection from the
effecls of federally assisted
undertakings.

. Qualifies property owners for
federal and state grants for
preservation purposes, when
funds are available.

. Does not restrict the use or disposition of property or obligate
private property owners in any way.

. Does not require conformance to design guidelines or preseruation
standards when property is rehabilitated unless specific
preservation incentives (tax credits, grants) are involved.

. Does not affect state and local government activities.

. Does not prevent the demolition of historic buildings and structures
within designated areas.

\-

Figure 7. T.l- Jar.nes Building circa 1930's.



Local Historic District
A local historic district is a district designated by a local ordinance
that falls under the jurisdiction of a local historic preservation review
commission. A local historic district is generally "overlaid" on the
existing zoning classifications in a community. Therefore, it deals
only with the appearance of the district, not with the uses of those
propen¡es.

A local historic
district is a
geographically
definable area,
urban or rural,
which contains
structures,
sites, and/
or works of
art which
have special
historicalor
aesthetic Figure 8. Downtown Ruston carcâ i94c's.
interest or value;
represent one or more periods or styles of architecture typical of
one or more eras in the history of the municipality, county, stale, or
region; and cause that area to const¡tute a visibly perceptible sect¡on
of the community.

The designation of a local dislrict protects the significant properties
and the historic character of the district. lt provides a community
with the means to make sure that growth, development, and change
take place in ways that respect the important architectural, historical,
and environmental characterist¡cs within a district. Local designation
encourages sensitive development in the district and discourages
any unsympathet¡c changes from occurring. This happens through a
process called design review. The historic preservation commission
reviews major changes that are planned for the district and issues
Certificates of Appropriateness which allow the proposed changes to
take place.

Local Historic Districts
. Protects a community's

historic properties and
areas through a design
review process.

. Protects the historic
character and quality of
the district with specific
design controls.

. Designates historic
areas on the basis of

-TrP

local criteria and local Figure 9. Downrown Rusrún circa tg40's,
procedures.

. Sets district boundaries based on the distribution pattern of
historic resources plus other preservation and community planning
considerations.

. Provides no tax incentives for preservation purposes unless such
are provided by localtax law.

. Provides no additional protection from the effects of federally
assisted undertakings.

. Does not qualify property owners for federal or state grants for
preservation purposes.

. Does not restr¡ct the use to which property is put in the district or
require property owners to make improvements to their property.

. Requires local historic preservation commissions review and
approval, based on conformance to localdesign guidelines,
before a building permit is issued for any "material changes" in
appearance to the distr¡ct.

. Does not affect federal, state, or local government activities.

. Provides for review of proposed demolitions within designated
areas; may prevent or delay proposed demolitions for specific time
periods to allow for preservation alternatives.
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Chopter 2: Survey Results

1. Building Age and Function

Building Age
Of the 1260 properties surveyed during the 2010 Core District
Survey approximately 639 properties (50.7%) were identified as
at least 50 years in age meetíng the minimum requirement to be
considered a historic resource. The remaining 621 properties
(49.3/"1were identified as being newer than 50 years in age, vacant
parcels, or owned by Louisiana Tech University and were excluded
from the survey.

Of the 639 historic properties surveyed 31 (2.5%) were constructed
between 1880-1910; 88 (7"/") were constructed between 1911-1929;
421 (33.4%l were constructed between 1930 - 1955; and 99 (7.9o/o')
were constructed between 1955 - 1961.

ffi
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Building Function
The Louisiana Division of Historic Preservation classifies building
function by the following categories: commerce includes any
structure used for commercial activities; domestic includes single
family, and multi-family residences;education includes schools and
other facilities used for educational purposes; government includes
buildings used for governmental purposes; recreation includes
buildings used for recreational purposes; religious includes churches
and other houses of worship; social includes places used for social
gatherings; and vacant includes vacant buildings and storefronts.

Historic buildings in the City of Ruston are comprised almost entirely
of residential and commercial buildings. Of the 639 histor¡c buildings
in the City of Ruston approximately 498 (77.9/") are domestic in use,
114 (17 .8o/o) are commercial in use; 10 (1 .6%) properties are vacant;
and the remaining properties are used for governmental, educational,
religious, and social functions.
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2. Building Form and Style

The architecture of a building is described in terms of its overall
form and style. Form involves the proportion, scale, massing
symmetry and the structures floor plan. Style refers to decoration or
ornamentation applied to the building. Architecture is described first
in lerms of form, and then in terms of style.

Within the survey area relatively few resources represent high style
architecture, the majority of the buildings within the survey area were
designed and buill by local homeowners and builders who used
common building forms and liüle ornamentation. The simple nature
of these buildings reflects the values of the residents who built them.
The majority of the buildings identified are simple vernacular designs
lacking the necessary ornamentation to be considered high style.

Architectural Form
The majority of residential buildings within the core distr¡ct study
area are comprised of several popular 20th century forms and plans.
Of the 639 properties identified there are 198 Minimal Traditional
Cottages (31"/"),148 Bungalows (23.2o/o) and 49 Ranch Houses
(7.7o/o). The majority of non-residential properties are classified as
commercial row buildings and comprise 12.8ø/o of the total historic
structures withín the core district. The following descriptions provide
a guide to the local building forms found within the core district study
area.

W@
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The Gable Ell (1860's - 1920's)
The Gable Ellsometimes
referred to as the gabled
wing cottage, or the
gable front and wing is
usuallyaTorLshaped
plan with a front facing
gable on one end with a
recessed wing parallel to
the facade. The front door
is usually located within
the recessed facade. The
gable wing was a popular
vernacular house type
until the early 20th century

Fic::re i <. íìab:a l:rl ,;; tt32 {:- ilis;srs:-,rc: Stiee:

Queen Anne Cottage / House (1880's - 1910's)
Although the name of the Queen Anne Cottage derives from an ar-
chitectural style the house also occasionally occurs with elements of
other styles or no style at all. The Queen Anne Cottage is character-
ized by a square main mass with projecting gables, an asymmetrical
floor plan and no central hall. Chimneys are usually located on the
¡nterior. Cottage refers to a one story structure while house refers to
a two story slructure.

The Shotgun (1880's - 1930's)
The Shotgun is one of the better known house types in Louisiana
while they are predominantly an urban phenomenon, shotgun
houses were built predominately for low income workers during
the early part of the 20th Century. The shotgun house is typically
one room wide and two to three rooms deep and most commonly
features a gable roof. Mosl examples do not have a central halland
the doors typically line up front to back.

The Double Shotgun (1880's - 1930's)
The Double Shotgun House is a two family dwelling thal consist of
two shotgun houses side by side with a common party wall and a
gable roof. Like the shotgun house the double shotgun is almost
exclusively confined to urban areas and was a popular housing type
for working families.

\

Fi'jr.;i'e i,z. Sh¡.i¡j!;n al 4Cr3 {i.âai'Sirâei Figure ie . i}cubie ShotEun at 205 E
F¡1r..rre jil, ílabie Ëii a1 5t4 Ë rioicraCc iiireei.

ÍI
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i:igure !ú. Gueen Ä.nne þ,cuse ai 5C8 N Ðcûrer SÌreeì

Central HallTwo Pile Cottage / House (1860 - 1945)
The central hall two pile house feature a rectangular footprint and a
linear plan. An axial passage separates the plan with rooms on either
side. The central hall house usually features centrally located door
and symmetricalfenestration divided into equal bays. Central hall
two pile house refers to a two story structure and cottage refers to a
one story structure.

Foursquare (1 895-1 930)
The foursquare takes its
name from its simple floor
plan which is divided into
four quarters, on both
floors. The foursquare
features a low profile
hipped roof, deep
overhangs and often with
a central dormer. The four
square was a popular mail
order house from Sears,
Roebuck & Company.

Figure 2û. Fcursquai'e at 209 f Á,iabam:r Avenue

Bungalow (1910's - 1950's)
The Bungalow is sometimes mistakenly referred to as a style. The
bungalow features an irregular floor plan, with an overall rectangular
shape and integrated porches with low pitched roofs and long
overhangs. The term bungalow is derived from the Hindi word
"bangla" which refers to low house with galleries and porches. The
bungalow is one of the most numerous housing types in Ruston.

Figi:i: ?:i .;li.çaiÐr'l ai .l0:.i f ;vl¡:.sr:,sipùi i¿;'¡er'¡'.
Figtiie 2:a.. Csntrai iìaii Crt'iaçe ai 7ûC N Bcrrer Sii'e.qì

, :, i. , Historic Building Survey



Mi nima I Traditional Cottage (1 925 -1 955)
The Minimal Traditional Cottage is a compact irregular floor plan
house usually with a moderately pitched gable end. They are one of
the most ubiquitous house types and were marketed by contractors
and builders.
They were often
straightforward with
simple detailing. While
some of the Minimal
Traditional Cottages
are built with elements
resembling Tudor and
Colonial Revival styles,
they normally lack the
details to be considered
high style.

í:igure 2â. lVinrnai Traciiic,nâ! Cotiaile ãi:r0g -c
Bcnrler 1ìÌreet

Figure 25. iVinimai T¡'adiÌìcnai Cotiage at 7Ce, V,l GecrrÌia i\,,./ênlr,o

Ranch (1935 - 1975)
The typical ranch house is a rambling one story structure with a hip
or gable roof. The typical ranch style home in Ruston is a rambling,
one-story building with either a hipped or gabled roof. The horizontal
orientation is usually towards the street and are found in L and U
shaped configurations. Features oflen included sliding doors and
attached garages, ribbon or large picture windows.

Figure 23. Rariah l-loiise af îC:1 SL;nset iii'ive

Split Level (1955 - 1975)
The Split Level rose to popularity in the 1950's as a modification to
the ranch house. lt maintained the low pitch and horizontal lines. The
split level grew out of the family's desire to separate interior spaces
for quiet living areas, noisy living areas and service rooms, and quiet
sleeping levels. The split level made this possible.

Figr:rt 24. Íiplit i,e,.,êi at 8i2 $and;v i-ane

i',..,r, 1,, :.,....,,.,,!, 
, I LOUiSiana



Figure 29. C.-;rnme;'ciai R,;w lluiidings at irj Tieriici ¡iii'es:

Commercial Row Building (1870's - 1960's)
Commercial row buildings developed as a distinct property type
throughout the mid-nineteenth century and mid-twentieth century.
The commercial row building was conslrucled to maximize lot
coverage, buildings extended to the sidewalk or right of way edge
and to the property line on either side with no separation from
abutting buildings. The narrow front elevation often became the
buildings only identifying feature. Commercial row buildings are
found within dense commercial districts and main streets.

Figure 28. 2ûê W Park St¡e¿i, Circa

Freestanding Commercial Building
The Freestanding Commercial Building type refers to buildings
commonly built outside the historic core and includes detached and
f reestanding buildings
lacking a common
or shared wall. The
f reestanding building type
includes commercial,
government, religious, and
educational buildings.

i:gurs 31 . iieesianiing U,¡mroer¿ial ai -i C6 W
iviississipp: Sii'eet.

f tçve 27. i-;,,rir¡:'l''erciai i:Ìc'w ii¡;:ii¡i'lq ¿ti

2r..l,t i¡\¿ i:'ar:( :rireet. Fiqu¡'e 3C Freesiani:irrg C.Jínlnerclai ãi 4Û5 i: C;eoi'gra Á.vei'luej9ì8.

,. , Historic Building Survey



Architectural Style
Of the 639 properties surveyed, the majority of the buildings wilhin
the survey area are comprised of simple vernacular buildings which
due lo their lack of ornamentation are classified as expressing
"no style" (513 or 80.3%). Of the structures exhibiting high style or
elemenls of high style the most predominant styles are Colonial
Revival (42 or 6.6o/"), Craftsman (41 or 6.4/.) and Queen Anne (20
or 3.1%).

Queen Anne (1890-1910)
The Queen Anne style was popularized by 19th century architects
led by Richard Norman Shaw. The style quickly spread throughout
the country via pattern books and periodicals such as The American
Architect and Building News. Queen Anne style houses are nearly
always frame structures featuring wooden ornamenls and mill work.
The styles popularity was facilitated by the expanding railroad
network which made mass produced mill work readily available. A
simpler variation of the Queen Anne style is known as Folk Victorian
and usually has a gable ell plan.

Common identífying
features include an
irregular plan and
irregular massing
and roof forms. Roof
forms include hipped,
gabled, pyramidal, and
usually feature a front
facing gable. Round,
polygonal or square
towers with rounded or
bay windows. One or
more porches usually Figure -44. Queen Anne 4'10 hJ Bonner Avenue

a wrap around with
turned post or columns. An emphasis on exterior textural patterns,
including exterior shingles, and the uses of machine made wooden
decorative features including brackets trusses and woodwork.

Nnñdrr¡rfEtrflõrrfß

Figure 33. Queen Anne a.t.21t E Alabama Avenue



Figure 35. Historic Buildings by Style
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Gothic Revival (1840's - 1880's )
The Gothic Revival began in England during the mid 1700's but
was not fully developed in America until Alexander Jackson Davis
championed the style in his 1837 book Rural Residences. The Gothic
Revival Style was later popularized by Andrew Jackson Downing in
the pattern books Cottage Residences (1842) and The Architecture
of Country Houses (1850). The style quickly faded out of popularity
in the 1860's but did experience a revival in the late 1870's and was
predominantly applied exclusively to religious buildings. The later
phase is also known as High Victorian Gothic or Late Gothic Revival
Style.

Common features include steeply pitched roofs, usually with steep
cross gables. Windows usually feature pointed Gothic shaped arches
that extend into the gables and wall surfaces feature decorated
verge boards.

Beaux Arts (1890 - 1930)
The term Beaux Arts is closely associated with the Ecole des Beaux
Arts in France where many American Architects studied bringing
the style to America. Richard Morris, H.H. Richardson and Charles
McKim were among the first architects to popularize the Beaux Arts
style. The style was popularized during the Chicago 1893 Colombian
exposition and quickly became the preferred expression of Americas
industrial barons.

The style is
characterized by
classicalGreek
and Roman forms,
elaborate detailing
massive plans and
heavy masonry.
Roman arches
and columns or
typically lonic or
Corinthian with wall
surface comprised
of masonry. Beaux
Arts characteristics
typically includes a
symmetrical facade
with wall surfaces
with decorative floral
patterns, shields,
pilasters, and
columns. Walls are
usually smooth light
colored stone and roof
are flat or low pitched.
Pronounced cornices
are topped with a
parapet, balustrade or
attic story.

!:iuuie.37. Beau>'Ai'is Styie ai' ir:r7 N Ti'entcn Streei

i:¡1i,rie r3. i]ear..;x A.ris $it,le at 2i: i\l Ti'enton SireeiF:çr-;r9 35. Gcii¡rl Rerri,.¡ai iìi.J:e at 2 12 i i ilcrtinç¡ íìÌi'eei



Flgure 33. Co¡,lnrai Fìev¡vai at 8Cû I'i Vienria Sireet

Colonial Revival (1 880-1 955)
The Philadelphia Centennialof 1876 brought a renewed interest
in America's colonial past. With the development of new printing
technologies the style quickly spread allowing the widespread use
of photographs in books the Colonial Revival style emerged as the
dominant architectural style until after World War ll. The Colonial
Revivalstyle was heavily influenced by Georgian and Adam's styles
and it is often found with a combination of the eclectic styles.

Common identifying features include a symmetrically balanced
facade with a central door and entry porch; classically inspired
features such as pilasters, columns, pediments, fanlights, and
sidelights; double-hung windows with multiple panes of glass; and
prominent cornices.

Classical Revival (1 895-1 950)
The revival of the Classical style dates back to the 1893 Chicago
World's Colombian Exposition where the expÐsitions planners
mandated a Classical theme featuring dramalic colonnaded white
buildings arranged around a centralcourl. Tlæ expositions buildings
were of monumentalscale and inspired counrless public buildings
and smaller residences. Although not quite as abundant as the
Colonial Revival, the neoclassical style was a dominant style for
domestic buildings throughout the first half of the twentieth century.

Characteristically, these buildings use an eclectic mix of classical
features such as domes, columned porticos, :edimenls, cornices
with lentils, pilasters, keystones, and quoins. Corinthian and lonic
columns were often used on full-height portic'rs on buildings.

,,r'

Figure .îû. Ciassicai Rirviva: at':t4 Íi V;enna Sireel



Tudor Revival (1890 -1940)
The Tudor Revival style is loosely based on a variety of late medieval
English prototypes ranging from thatch roof folk cottages to grand
manor houses. The Tudor Revival was mosl popular during the
1920's and 1930's.

Like the other eclectic styles the Tudor Revival freely mixes
traditional details but are united with an emphasis on a steeply
pitched front facing gable roof. Other identifying features include
a facade dominated by one or more steeply pitched cross gables,
decorative timbering, tall narrow windows, massive chimneys and
decorative chimney pots.

Figrre 4i. Tudor Revivai ai 6i 2 \l Vienna Slree1

Craftsman (1910-1950)
Craftsman houses were
inspired primarily by the work
of Charles and Henry Greene
who practiced in Pasadena
from 1 893-1 91 4. lncorporating
influence from the Arts and
Crafts movement, wooden
architecture, and the manual
arts the Greene's early
designs received wide spread
publicity in magazines such Fiquíe 4j1 Cralizrtz:' ei 3l i Vei"non Slreeì
as Western Architect, The
Architectural Record, Ladies Home Journal and numerous pattern
books. As a result of the publicity Craftsman houses quickly became
the most popular houses in America. One story vernacular examples
are simply called bungalows.

Craftsman houses and buildings are simple in detailand massing,
placing emphasis on simplicity in their materials and construction.
Craftsman houses feature a broad, low-pitched, roof with wide,
open eaves; exposed structural elements such as rafters, roof
beams, verge boards, and knee braces; and square or battered
porch piers. Brick, stone, stucco, wood siding, and shingles were
all common exterior materials. Houses feature open interiors with a
prominent hearth, built-in furniture, and natural woodwork. Craftsman
commercial buildings are usually brick, with accents of stone, terra-
cotta, or
decorative
brick
patterns.

!:i,gure 42. .)rzii¿r:z.¡ âi 30i l: Â.rizona ¿1.veni.:e

Louisiana



Art Deco (1925-1940)
The term Art Deco comes from the 1925 Exposition lnternationale
des Arts Decoratifs lndustriels et Modernes held in Paris celebrating
the modern world. While the style began in France it quickly became
dominant in America. The Art Deco design style sought to renounce
all of the various revival styles practiced in the early twent¡eth century
becoming popular in industrial design, furniture and jewelry as well
as architecture.

Art Deco is characterized by
vertical massing and surface
ornamentation of angular
geometric forms such as
zigzags, chevrons and
stylized floral motifs, and is
sometimes combined with
polychrome. Art Deco was
used mostly in commercial
buildings, schools, and
COUt'thOUSeS tO pfOjeCt â Figui.e 4,1. ì:ieni¿i-,ts r;í Air i-reoo Lrrìc.jiíì parisir
progressive, American spirit. courtirci;se

Figure 47. 4ûi W LÕi¡jlj¡aria Aveniie circâ 133Õ's

Moderne (1920 - 1940)
The Moderne Style originated in the Buahaus emphasizing
the principles of classic architecture in its purest form without
ornamentation or decoration. Moderne becane popular in America
as Art Deco was falling out of fashion and gained popularity at the
1933 Chicago Worlds Fair.

)
F!

The Moderne style
is characterized by
horizontal elements,
rounded corners, flat
roofs, glass block, smooth
walls all intended lo
look streamlined. The
streamline effect is
enhanced by rounded
corners and windows
that often continue
around corners without
interruption by a column. Fìüufe 46. Moieì'ne Sivie ^'¡^' vV i-cruìs;a¡'ra,

AvenuåFi,¡ure 45. ,Â.ri üeco Sty¡e ai gCC Beai'cai Di'ìve

Building Survey . :, - ;1..,r in|l,rr.
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3. Building Condition

Building Condition
The overall condition of surveyed buildings are described in
accordance with the Louisiana Division of Historic Preservation
guidelines and ranked as being in excellent, fair, good, poor, or
ruin condition. The majority of historic buildings within the Core
District study area are in excellent to good condition (85.3% or 545).
However 94 (14.7%) historic buildings are in poor condition or a state
of ruin. These resources should be monitored to prevent the loss of
the City of Ruston's historic resources.
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Chapter 3 : Recammen dations

1. Key Recommendations

lnformation from a historic resource survey can form the foundation
for planning decisions affecting the city's historic buildings and neigh-
borhoods. The 2011 Core District Historic Building Survey provides
a database of the ciÇ's historic resources to help guide the planning,
maintenance, and investment decisions of owners, city officials,
neighborhoods, and investors. Historic resource information is an es-
sential component of effective historic preservation planning, urban
planning and community development.

. Encourage property owners to nominate buildings with historical
significance, association with significant events, and notable
architectural contributions to the National Register of Historic
Places or designated as local landmark.

. Nominate publicly owned buildings for the National Register of
Historic Places of Local Landmark Status.

Figui'e 50. 306 East A.rizcna

. Encourage neighborhoods with significant historic resources to
apply for local historic district status. Possible local historic districts
include:

. The Neighborhood in the vicinity of Bonner Street / East Arizona
Street / Vernon Street

. The neighborhood at Lee Street / Claiborne Street / Spring Street.

. The neighborhoods at Sunset Drive and Sandy Lan .

. Encourage neighborhoods to adopt design guidelines and historic
preservation standards.



. Continue to advocate
for the preservation
of historic residences
located in the Historic
Landmark District, in
the vicinity of North
Trenton Street and
North Bonner Street
between West Florida
Avenue and Goode
Avenue.

. Encourage property
owners to maintain
the historical integrily i:ìgijre 51 ¿ci i! \"iei¡¡'r¡

of their property while
performing renovations or repairs.

. Publicize incentives available for historic preservalion to property
owners. Tax credits, grants, and low interest loans are incentives
to encourage individuals and organizations to preserve and
renovate existing historic structures rather than building new
structures. The Louisiana Division of Historic Preservation
maintains a database of incentive programs designed to provide
monetary incentives for historic resource preservation.

. Periodically update the 2010 Core District Historic Building Survey
to maintain an accurate inventory of the City's Historic resources-

. Continue to promote
the preservation
and rehabilitation of
buildings within the
Core Center District.

. Encourage special
events and historic
home tours to promote
historic preservation
and awareness.

, , Historic Building Survey
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Chapter 4: Historic Resourrcs

1. Historic Resources lnventory
The following tables list historic resources identified in the 20'11 Core
District Historic Building Survey. Properties are listed in alphabetical
order according to street address. Each property is described
according to the Lincoln Parish tax identification number, street
number, street direction, street name, and street type. lf the property
was previously surveyed during the 1979-1980 Historic Building
Survey the Louisiana Division of Historic Preservation survey
identification number is listed. The construction date is listed in terms
of an exact date of construction or approximate date of conslruclion
indicated by "C". The historic resource or current land use is listed in
terms of "Function Present" and is classified according the Louisiana
Division of Historic Preservation Guidelines as domestic, commerce,
vacant, religious, social, education, or governmental in primary
function.

Firjr_;re ic. $C!ì N Vrenrra

Figr;te 54. 3.'+ li '\/ienîa ilirest
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