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TO Chief ark Ranger through District Park 
r, Southern District 

DATE: October 31, 1965 

~ ~-~ 
FKOM Park Ranger, Southern District 

\ 
SUBJECT: Report of the Beaver situation in the Warner Valley-

Drakesbad Area 

On Oct~ber 29, Chief Park Naturalist Robert ~arpenter and I conducted 

an investigation of the beaver in Warner Valley along Hot Springs 

Greek. Our objective was to determine the amount of damage, if any, and 

to estimate how many beaver habitate the area. Following is a 

report of our findin~s and recomendations. 

In the a~ea of Hot Springs Creek below the Warner Valley Ranger 

Station, there was evidence of old beaver cuttings and dams, but no 

new sil!J1 ~~atsoever. Anparently the beaver have moved out of this 

area for the time being and have re-located themselves elsewhere. 

Tn the Drakesbad area along the creek fro~ the picnie area to 

approximately one-half MiJe beyond the northwest end of the meadow, 

nu."'lerous· signs were observed. A few fresh cuttings were noted in the 
' 

vic~~jty ~f the bath-house and sif~"'l'lling pool, and the dams that are 
·I 

oresently there turned out to be mainly log jams and not the 

rcs111 t or "':.he bP.avers. ~ark For ~t.er Bur.ney removed one loe jam 

;;t>o~lt 75 yards from the bath-hou e with dynami te and t he creek 

a!"l:-·rars to be follot.:in~ i t.s ori~ nal course. 
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Continuing on up the creek, we observed more and more fresh beaver 

sign. Also smme evidence of musk-...rats were seen along the banks 

of the creek. In the area of the dead stand of lodgepole pine 

(Pinus contort•), there were a whole series. of freshly constructed 

bea~e:::- dams. 

Further beyond the west end of the meadow, up the creek,, there is ~ 

lar~e stand of aspens (Populus 1rremuloi~s nrobably in the neighborhood 

/or JOO 

J worked 

- 400 trees. 0f these approximately 75 - 100 have b~en 

on by the beaver. A beaver lodge was noted in this area with 

fresh sign in the intnediate vicinity of the lodge. 

Of the ap~roxL~ate two miles of creek that was wor«~d, there were 

only abo'..lt twelve darns, with nost o~ them being locat.ed far enough 

~rom the Drakesbad a~ea that no problem existed. The beaver's 

food supnly was gener;illy that of the ripariar. Vei!etation, that bei!'lg 
77'? . ' ~ ~ oc. .. p .~ 

Asr:-en ( ?~pulus ~uJ.o.i~ r:ottonwood (?opulus tffmo1iLii - ) , ·,.r'1itP 

fir 'Abi?S concolor ) , P.ed fir (Abies magnifi:i), Lod~epole ~ine 

( 0 ims c-ontorta), Willo ·.1 JSalix sp.) ;md Mountain alrier (!1 lnus 
t 

tenuifolia). Tn our €st~~ation trere has been probably 200 trees 

ei~~er c11t riown or d;i-a!"ed bv the.beaver. -:;oron rill be"ver si~ . . . 
we wo11ld estimate th~t. there is probably 2 to · 3 families residing 

in the ~rea ~r.d our g'Jess would 't-c a total of 12 to lu beaver. 
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A short hike was also made up and around Dream Lake to see if any 

beaver aad been working along the lake~ edge. There was no fresh 

sign and just a minor amount of old to indicate that the beaver 

had been there at one time. 

In conclusion, Chief Park Naturalist Carpenter and I would strongly 

recoMJ11end that since the concentration of the beaver are removed 

from the vicinity of nra~esbad, that they ~e left undistmrbed. 

The beaver are as much a uart of the natural scene in Lassen Volcanic 

National P.-.rk as any other form of wildli.!'e. 

Tf any beaver dams or log jams occar near the swi'lliJ1ling pool and 

jeopardize the faci1 : ty, we suggest they be re~oved by park oersonnel 

with dynamit~ or other phvsical mear.s. ".Ve also su~gest re-locating 

the creek; at presPnt, it ri~~s directly toward the bath-house and 

then makes a sharp right a~gle turn a~~roximately 10 to 15 feet 

from the back of the b~)lding. The bank near the buildin~ is heavily 

eroded and undercut; with high water in a flood condition, it 

could nossibly destroy the- build in:"'. :!:f the creek were re-routed 

from a point about 100 yards upstream to flow in a straigh~ line 

just south of the bath-house the possibility of destruction of the 

fac1lity would be vrea~l~ decreased. 
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We recommend that the specimen aspen trees in the vicinity of the 

developed area be protected from the beaver by putting a wire mesh 

around the base of the tree. 

,~(fa~ 
wiiant ~Fern 
Park Ranger 

·.: .. 
" ...... 

·" l •· 
' 
'• ' i .:· .... 

.. 

, .. 


