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A. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
The subject of this Historic Structure Report (HSR) is the Porter Wood Shed, a component of the 
Corydon Capitol State Historic Site (Corydon SHS) located in Corydon, Harrison County, Indiana, 
which is managed by the Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites Corporation (ISMHS) on behalf of 
the State of Indiana. The structure is located on the north side of East Walnut Street, approximately 
200 feet west of its intersection with South Mulberry Street and approximately 355 feet east of North 
Capitol Avenue (SR 337). Directly associated with occupancy and use of the adjacent Governor 
Hendricks Headquarters by Judge A. Porter and his descendants from the mid-nineteenth century 
forward, the building is a contributing resource to the Corydon Historic District, listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places (NRHP) in 1972 under Criteria A and C. 

The purpose of this report is to provide the ISMHS and personnel of the Corydon SHS with a 
compilation of all known historical information regarding the Porter Wood Shed, as well as a 
comprehensive record of the structure’s character and conditions. Upon this framework and in 
consideration of the significance of the structure, the report also makes recommendations for 
appropriate management, interpretation, and maintenance. In total, the report serves as a basis for 
appropriate and efficient decision-making in relation to future stewardship of the site. 

1. BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 
An ancillary structure associated with the Governor Hendricks Headquarters property, the Porter 
Wood Shed, as it is currently known, was constructed circa 1845 for Judge William A. Porter, who 
purchased the property in 1842. Built into the steep terrain of the hillside, the front-gabled frame 
building exhibits a rectangular plan, measuring 18' wide x 30' long, and a full two-story façade and 
west elevation; the building is only one story above grade at the north and east elevations. A portion 
of its foundation is composed of the native limestone retaining walls that enframe the courtyard to the 
west, while the remainder of the building is constructed of frame. A significant restoration program at 
the Governor Hendricks Headquarters resulted in the creation of a subterranean addition at the 
northern end of the first floor.  

Significant dates of construction and alterations associated with the Porter Wood Shed include: 
  

circa 1845 Wood shed is constructed 

1896 Rear porch addition constructed on the adjacent Governor Hendricks 
Headquarters, connecting to the wood shed 

circa 1900 False front added to the wood shed's façade 

circa 1914 Double-leaf façade entry resized to accommodate installation of folding 
garage doors 

circa 1945 Façade entry resized again to accommodate installation of an overhead 
garage door 
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1977–1979 State of Indiana restores the Porter Wood Shed as part of the larger 
property historically associated with Governor Hendricks 

2005 Restoration activities completed by the Indiana Department of Natural 
Resources 

2012–2014 Replacement of façade outer doors and secondary pedestrian entries on 
the north and west elevations 

2. SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS PRESERVATION EFFORTS 
Significant building activities were completed between 1977 and 1979, following the State of 
Indiana's purchase of the larger Hendricks property from the Griffin family. While the work 
completed during this period is generally referred to as restoration, it can perhaps more appropriately 
be considered a combination of both restoration and rehabilitation activities. Generally, the exterior 
was restored to its as-documented circa 1845 appearance, although some allowances were made for 
contemporary use and maintenance of the building. These allowances include the installation of a 
contemporary, commercial entry at the façade, concealed behind contextually-sensitive double doors. 
Restoration activities in 2005 and 2012–2014, which included the repair and replacement of 
deteriorated sidings, restoration of the double-hung wood sash windows, and installation of new 
batten doors, have supported the historic architectural integrity of the building's exterior. 

The activities carried out in the 1970s on the interior of the wood shed can more appropriately be 
classified as rehabilitation. Here, the project team retained important character-defining features while 
more fully allowing for modern use and stabilization of the building. The open room arrangement of 
both the first and second floor were retained, but the division of space was altered by the creation of a 
subterranean restroom addition at the rear of the first floor, which necessitated removal of a portion of 
the original limestone foundation wall, and by the carving out of a small closet in the northwest 
corner of the second floor. Another substantial alteration was the pointing of the dry-laid limestone 
foundation walls, intended to stabilize the structural element. Other changes were introduced in the 
form of drywall-clad ceilings and walls, installation of canister lights, and installation of modern 
systems, including electrical components, security systems, and baseboard heating elements. On the 
whole, though, such changes have been generally non-intrusive to the historic integrity of the 
building, with the simple, contemporary finishes rendered as secondary features to the original 
materials that remain. 

3. SUMMARY OF POSSIBLE STRUCTURAL ISSUES 
While several condition issues were identified during the investigation, few issues, at this time, can be 
classified as structural issues based on physical investigation. However, a few issues warrant further 
monitoring as they could lead to structural instability. Of particular note is the moisture infiltration 
and resultant deterioration evident in historic framing members. While a majority of the staining and 
deterioration evident on joists, corner posts, and other structural members appears to be inactive, 
other areas continue to suffer from deterioration. This is most notable on the first floor at the juncture 
between the original space and the restroom vestibule where a section of the limestone foundation 
wall was removed during the 1970s restoration. Staining along the drywall, brick floors, and 
limestone in the same area further illustrate the degree of moisture infiltration over time. Personnel of 



I-3 

the Corydon SHS indicate that water has historically penetrated the area where the two spaces adjoin, 
and such infiltration continues presently, although to a lesser degree. Still, the moisture entry is 
substantial enough to warrant staff keeping a trash can in this area to collect water that penetrates the 
joint. While it does not presently pose an immediate risk, should water be allowed to continue 
entering this location, the structural integrity of framing members could continue to be eroded.  

4. SUMMARY OF CONDITION ISSUES 
Condition issues observed during the field investigation of the Porter Wood Shed include: 

 Deteriorated metal roof sheeting and epoxy; 
 Significant wood rot at the soffits; 
 Disconnected downspout; 
 Localized areas of biological growth on the foundation; 
 Localized surface loss, cracks, splintering, and loose joints in the board-and-batten and 

clapboard sidings on all elevations;  
 Weathered, deteriorated, and delaminating paint; 
 Significant wood rot at the southwestern cornerboard; 
 Loose flashing joints; 
 Spore and mildew growth on wood surfaces; 
 Water damage on interior framing members; 
 Deteriorated mortar joints in first floor brick floors; 
 Staining and discoloration of floors, walls, and limestone at juncture between the original first 

floor space and the subterranean restroom addition; 
 Water damage around second-story window openings; and 
 Deteriorated jambs and doors at pedestrian entries. 

5. SUMMARY OF OPTIONS FOR INTERPRETATION 
A single period of significance has been identified for the Porter Wood Shed: the Judge William A. 
Porter Period, 1843–1884. It was during the occupation of the former Hendricks property by Judge 
William A. Porter that the wood shed was built circa 1845. As an ancillary structure, its significance 
is primarily derived from its association with the larger Hendricks property and the transformation 
that occurred at the site following Porter's purchase of the property. This transformation includes the 
digging out of the rear (north) hillside and construction of the dry-laid limestone retaining walls, 
which form a portion of the wood shed's foundation. As a functional element of the landscape, 
designed to support the Porter family's occupation of the house during the mid- to late-nineteenth 
century, the wood shed also helps illuminate patterns of land use and daily life for the Porter family.  
It is during this period of significance that the upper story of the wood shed was also used as a school 
by Porter's daughter, Mary Jane. Open from 1850 to 1859, the upper-story classroom provided an 
important community venue for those that desired more than what could be found at the developing 
public school system. 
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6. SUMMARY OF OPTIONS FOR RESTORATION 
Presently, the Porter Wood Shed generally reflects its period of significance, dating to Judge Porter's 
occupation of the property from 1843 to 1884. The 1970s restoration activities and subsequent work 
at the site has been sensitive to the historical integrity of the exterior and utilized in-kind materials to 
return the Porter Shed to what it was historically. There were, however, some liberties undertaken on 
the interior that would be generally infeasible to reverse at this time to restore the building fully to its 
period of significance. Such actions would include removal of the subterranean restroom addition, 
reconstruction of the limestone wall in the northeast corner, and removal of the pointing on the 
limestone walls. On the second floor, restoration activities would necessitate removal of the closet, 
removal of the carpet over the plank flooring, and removal of the central partition. Given the changes, 
it would seem most appropriate that personnel at the site continue to work with an eye toward 
preventative maintenance and continue to engage a philosophy of rehabilitation, rather than 
restoration, which is defined by the National Park Service as "the act or process of making possible a 
compatible use for a property through repair, alterations, and additions while preserving those 
portions or features which convey its historical, cultural, or architectural values." Rehabilitation, then, 
allows for some changes so long as the primary character-defining features of a property are retained. 
It is in such a role that the Porter Wood Shed can best support the functions of the site. 
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B. PROJECT DATA 
This project was funded, in part, by the ISMHS and, in part, by a grant from the U.S. Department of 
the Interior, National Park Service Historic Preservation Fund, administered by the Indiana 
Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology. However, the 
contents and opinions do not necessarily reflect the views or policies of the Department of the Interior 
or the Indiana Department of Natural Resources.  

This program has received federal financial assistance for the identification and protection of historic 
properties. Under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973, and the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, the U.S. Department of the Interior prohibits 
discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability, or age in its federally assisted 
programs. If you believe that you have been discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility 
as described above, or if you desire further information, please write to: Director, Office of Equal 
Opportunity, National Park Service, 1849 C Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20240. 
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1. PROJECT TEAM 
In May 2014, the ISMHS retained Cultural Resource Analysts, Inc. (CRA), of Evansville, Indiana, to 
assist in preparation of this HSR. CRA conducted field investigations, research, and evaluation of the 
Porter Wood Shed in coordination with personnel of the ISMHS, including on-site staff at the 
Corydon SHS, all of whom provided valuable insight for the duration of the project. Additional 
technical assistance was provided by the Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology, Indiana 
Department of Natural Resources. The following individuals contributed to the preparation of this 
report: 

  
Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites Corporation 

Laura Minzes Director of Historic Sites, Structures, and Real Estate 

Link Ludington Chief of Historic Preservation 

Bec Riley Site Administrator, Corydon Capitol State Historic Site 

  

Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology 

Steve Kennedy Chief of Grants and Administration 

David Duvall Historical Architect 

  

Cultural Resource Analysts, Inc. 

S. Alan Higgins Principal Architectural Historian 

Holly Higgins Architectural Historian 

Elizabeth Heavrin Architectural Historian 

Derek Wingfield CAD/GIS Specialist 

Shanna Wilbur Publications Director 

Savannah Westerfield Publications Editor 

2. PROJECT DATES 
CRA completed fieldwork and research for this report between May 19 and June 18, 2014. A draft 
report was submitted for review to ISMHS on June 30, 2014, and the final report was accepted by 
ISMHS on September 30, 2014. 

3. LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY 
This report addresses only the Porter Wood Shed and its immediate environs, excluding elements of 
the larger historic Hendricks property addressed in the document, Historic Structure Report for the 
Governor Hendricks Headquarters, Corydon, Indiana, prepared by Ball State University in 2006. 
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Details herein related to management and alterations of the site are limited by the historical records 
available; notably, an intact photographic record of the wood shed is absent, the building often 
captured only minimally on the fringe of photographs of the Governor Hendricks Headquarters. 

Information herein is also limited by the nature of the activities conducted by the project team. 
Specifically, it should be noted that CRA's assessment of physical features, material conditions, and 
structural issues was based on physical observation only; neither invasive testing nor mechanical 
investigation were employed on structural systems or materials during the investigation. 

4. METHODOLOGY 
Investigation of the Porter Wood Shed began with a file search, during which available surveys, 
reports, studies, maps, and other data pertinent to the history of the larger Hendricks property and the 
Porter Wood Shed, specifically, and their stewardship over time were identified and reviewed. The 
goal of the archival research was to gather information about original features and past modifications 
in order to develop a historical context for the building and facilitate assessment of existing 
conditions. This task began with a review of relevant studies previously completed for the site, 
including the Historic Structure Report for the Governor Hendricks Headquarters Corydon, Indiana, 
and the Corydon Capitol State Historic Site Master Plan, completed in 2006 and 2009, respectively. 
Archival research also included a review of available maps, inventories, historic photographs, 
maintenance records, drawings, and other relevant information identified at local and regional 
repositories, including, but not limited to, the Indiana State Library, Indiana Historical Society, 
Harrison County Public Library, and the Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and 
Genealogy.  

A field investigation of the Porter Wood Shed was completed during the week of June 2, 2014. At 
this time, the building's character-defining features and physical condition were documented through 
observational field notes, digital photography, and annotations on historical restoration drawings of 
the building. In addition, the restoration drawings were compared to as-built conditions, and field 
measurements were completed as necessary in order to verify the building's dimensions. 

Following completion of archival research and field investigations, gathered information was used to 
assemble this HSR, which serves as a compilation of all known historical and physical data regarding 
the Porter Wood Shed and presents recommendations for appropriate treatment and interpretation. 
This report conforms to guidelines of the National Park Service, as put forth in Preservation Brief 43: 
The Preparation and Use of Historic Structure Reports and the Secretary of the Interior's Standards 
for the Treatment of Historic Properties. In addition, the report incorporates guidance provided by the 
ISMHS, with specific reference to the standards of previously completed HSR for state-owned 
properties. 

5. REPORT ORGANIZATION 
The HSR is comprised of four parts: Part I, Introduction; Part II, Developmental History; Part III, 
Existing Conditions and Interpretation, Restoration, and Maintenance Recommendations; and Part IV, 
Further Study and Analysis. The report concludes with an annotated bibliography and a number of 
appendices that provide supplemental information about the Porter Wood Shed. 



I-8 

Part I, Introduction, presents an overview of the project and its methodology and summarizes the 
results of the investigation. 

Part II, Developmental History, includes a detailed historical context statement, chronology of 
development, and statement of significance for the Porter Wood Shed. In addition, an architectural 
and structural description provides narrative and photographic documentation of the building, its 
setting, and its character-defining features. 

Part III, Existing Conditions and Interpretation, Restoration, and Maintenance Recommendations, 
summarizes existing conditions and identifies common types and sources of deterioration. In addition, 
the section includes recommendations for appropriate interpretation and restoration options, based on 
archival research, and includes recommendations for material treatments and maintenance. 

Part IV, Further Study and Analysis, describes additional tasks that were beyond the scope of this 
project but may be beneficial in developing the most appropriate, long-term treatment plan for the 
building. 

6. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANCE AND HISTORIC DESIGNATION 
The Porter Wood Shed is significant as an ancillary structure to the larger Hendricks property that, 
with the Governor Hendricks Headquarters and associated landscape, illustrates patterns of use at the 
property by Judge William A. Porter and his family. More broadly, in association with other buildings 
located along Walnut Street – including the Governor Hendricks Headquarters, Coburn Law Office, 
and First State Office Building – the Porter Wood Shed contributes to the understanding of Porter's 
life in Corydon. 

It was following Porter's relocation to Corydon for his newly-acquired position with the Harrison 
County Seminary that he rose to prominence as a judge, teacher, surveyor, entrepreneur, and 
community leader. It was also following Porter's relocation to Corydon that he began his family with 
Elizabeth McClelland, ultimately raising seven daughters into the 1840s. The rapid growth of Porter's 
family, as well as his success in law and business, prompted Porter and his wife to look toward 
securing a permanent residence for the family. In this, Porter chose the handsome, brick dwelling 
formerly occupied by Governor Hendricks. Upon taking ownership of the property, Porter undertook 
significant alterations to the property circa 1845, including digging out the hillside to the north of the 
house and constructing a limestone retaining wall. The wood shed was constructed at this time, 
utilizing the stone retaining wall as the north and east foundation walls. While simple in character, the 
wood shed supported the functions of the house, particularly the seven fireplaces found throughout 
the much-enlarged dwelling. Beyond functional qualities, the Porter Wood Shed, for a period of 
nearly 10 years, between 1850 and 1859, housed the school of Mary Jane Griffin, a successful 
community venture. 

While one component of the Hendricks property, specifically, the Porter Wood Shed is also one 
component of a series of properties that help illustrate Porter's life in the community through the mid-
nineteenth century. In addition to the Governor Hendricks Headquarters, other properties along 
Walnut Street associated with the life of William Porter include the First State Office Building, which 
was later used for the Harrison County Seminary, the institution that brought Porter to Corydon; and, 
the Porter-Coburn Law Office, a reconstruction of the law office purchased by William Porter in 
1837, from which he taught dozens of law students during the mid-twentieth century. Taken in total, 
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this collective of resources, including the Porter Wood Shed, provides unique insight into Porter's 
personal and professional evolution from the late 1830s to 1880s.  

7. ASPECTS THAT NEED FURTHER STUDY 
While it can be generally surmised that the building was constructed circa 1845, during which Judge 
William A. Porter undertook numerous improvements to his recently purchased lot, no specific date 
of construction is known to be associated with documentary material. In addition, given the resource's 
historical function as an ancillary structure to the Governor Hendricks Headquarters, only minimal 
documentation directly related to the Porter Wood Shed during its use by the Porter family was 
identified during preparation of this report. Notations on use and original design intent are largely a 
product of secondary accounts by descendants of the Porter-Griffin family, most notably local 
historian Frederick Porter Griffin. 

An intact photographic record of the Porter Wood Shed was also found to be elusive. Very few 
photographs have been located that provide a full view of the building, photographic coverage being 
largely limited to small portions of the building that are visible on the fringe of photographs of the 
adjacent Governor Hendricks Headquarters. 

Moisture problems have historically plagued the Hendricks property, as evidenced by Judge Porter's 
digging out of the hillside as an early corrective method. Such problems have continued into the 
present day, particularly during heavy rains. Corydon SHS personnel indicate that the first floor of the 
wood shed has flooded in the recent past and is prone to do so during periods of significant, sustained 
rainfall. Wood framing members with visible evidence of moisture damage should be inspected by a 
qualified engineer in order to formally determine structural integrity and active conditions. In 
addition, conditions did not permit an exhaustive review of the roof framing members, but 
deterioration was evident on several members at the eave, where the soffits show significant 
deterioration on the exterior. The roof framing members should be investigated by a qualified 
engineer. 
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A. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT 
1. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
Preparation of the HSR began with an archival file search, during which available surveys, reports, 
studies, maps, and other data pertinent to the history of the Porter Wood Shed and its construction and 
stewardship were identified and reviewed. This task began with coordination with Link Ludington, Chief 
of Historic Preservation for the ISMHS, to secure previously completed studies and collected archival 
information relevant to the Porter Wood Shed. Such documents reviewed included the Corydon Historic 
Sites Master Plan, prepared by CBA, Inc., in 2009 on behalf of the Indiana Department of Natural 
Resources; the Historic Structure Report for the Governor Hendricks Headquarters, Corydon, Indiana, 
prepared by Ball State University's Center for Historic Preservation in 2006; the 1977 pre-restoration 
drawings for the Hendricks property by Primavera & Associates and LeRoy Troyer and Associates; and 
the 1977 construction drawings for the restoration of the Hendricks property, including the Porter Wood 
Shed, by LeRoy Troyer and Associates. 

Archival research also included a review of available maps, inventories, historic photographs, legal 
records, maintenance records, and published primary and secondary literature available at local and 
regional repositories. In addition to the Corydon SHS, these facilities included the Harrison County 
Public Library, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Harrison County 
Recorder’s Office, Indiana State Archives, Indiana State Library, and Indiana Historical Society. The 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Engineering, was also contacted regarding 
materials dating to the State’s management of the property; however, personnel indicated that all such 
historical records previously retained by the division are already in the possession of the ISMHS.1 
Research also included a review of digitized historical newspapers from throughout Indiana, particularly 
the Corydon Democrat and Corydon Republican, available through Newspaperarchive.com and records 
available at Ancestry.com. Discussions with personnel at the ISMHS, including on-site staff at the 
Corydon SHS, were also engaged. Documents identified and utilized during the archival research are 
listed in the annotated bibliography, and selected historical records are included in Appendices A, B, C, 
D, and E. 

It should be noted that an important resource that was elusive during the preparation of this report was an 
intact photographic record for the building. Very few photographs were historically taken specifically of 
the Porter Wood Shed over its history; in most instances, it is captured only minimally on the fringe of 
photographs of the adjacent Governor Hendricks Headquarters.   

2. CONTEXT STATEMENT 
Judge William A. Porter Period (1843–1884) 

Located on Lot 31 on the north side of Walnut Street in the Town of Corydon, the Porter Wood Shed was 
constructed on the property historically associated with the Governor Hendricks Headquarters during its 
occupation by Judge William A. Porter and family (Figure 1).  

                                                            
1 Linda Taylor, Administrative Assistant, Division of Engineering, Indiana Department of Natural Resources, personal communication, 6 June 
2014 and 11 June 2014.  



Figure 1. Aerial photograph depicting the location of the Porter Wood Shed.
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William A. Porter was born in January 1800, in Hamilton County, Ohio. His parents, William and Mary 
Anderson Porter, had emigrated from Ireland in 1790, because they were Protestants in a Catholic nation 
and wanted to worship without persecution. Porter attended Miami University in Oxford, Ohio, and 
received his A.B. degree in 1827; he would receive his A.M. degree in 1844.2 Porter's arrival in Harrison 
County, Indiana, in the late 1820s was prompted by an advertisement found in a Cincinnati newspaper, 
indicating the desire of the Harrison County Seminary to locate a new faculty member to serve as 
headmaster. Applying for the position, Porter's credentials were validated by noted Miami University 
professor William H. McGuffey, popularly known for his McGuffey readers: 

“Understanding that, the trustees of the Harrison Academy wished to employ a 
teacher – I beg leave to recommend to their attention Mr. W. Porter, a graduate of 
the Miami University, who is well qualified, as to both morals and has been 
employed as tutor in the M.U and his success in teaching the class committed to 
his care fully warrants the belief that he will give entire satisfaction to any whom 
may employ him as an instructor.”3  

Awarded the position, Porter signed his contract in November of 1827, for the instruction of no more than 
40 students in “reading, writing, the various branches of mathematics, English grammar and Greek and 
Latin languages.”4 For this, he was paid $400.00 per year. Relocated to Corydon, Porter began his duties 
at the seminary on January 1, 1828.5 His residence at the time was that of the Isaac Leffler family, then 
located at the southwest corner of Walnut and Market Streets (Capitol Avenue). 

Although gainfully employed at the school, Porter looked to other pursuits and began an earnest study of 
law. While with the seminary until 1830, he was appointed as Judge of the Harrison County Probate 
Court by Governor James B. Rayon on August 15, 1829, thus beginning his career in public service. 
According to descendant and Corydon historian Frederick Porter Griffin, Porter was, from this time 
forward, known as “Judge Porter.”6 Into the 1830s and 1840s, Porter's career propelled forward. With the 
Probate Court until the mid-1830s, Porter was also elected to the Indiana House of Representatives in 
1836.7 In 1842, he was appointed to finish the term of Prosecuting Attorney for the 2nd Judicial District 
of Indiana; in December of that year, he was appointed to a second term of two years. In 1846, Porter was 
re-elected to the Indiana House of Representatives, serving until 1848; he was appointed Speaker of the 
House during his final term. Upon leave of the House, he was elected to the Indiana Senate, serving 
through the 1851 sessions.8 Notably, his reputation extended not just to the borders of Indiana. Named a 
delegate to the state Whig Convention in 1848, he was elected a delegate to the national convention in 
Philadelphia that same year.  

                                                            
2 Frederick Porter Griffin and Jeanette Porter Brewster, 134 Years With Three Generations of Porters and Griffins in the Governor’s 
Headquarters, Corydon, Indiana  (Corydon, Ind.:  O’Bannon Pub. Co. Press, 1980), 9. Hereafter cited as Griffin and Brewster, Three 
Generations. 
3 “McGuffey Recommended Porter,” Corydon Democrat, 19 May 1929. 
4 Frederick Porter Griffin, “Hendricks-Porter-Griffin Home,” [unpublished document], 19 December 1942, 4. Located in the files of the Frederick 
Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana. Hereafter cited as Griffin, “Home.” 
5 F. A. Bulleit, Illustrated Atlas and History of Harrison County, Indiana  (Corydon, Ind.: F. A. Bulleit, 1906), 51. Hereafter cited as Bulleit, 
Atlas. 
6 Griffin and Brewster, Three Generations, 7. 
7 Sources offer conflicting dates for when Porter's term as Probate Judge expired. Descendant and local historian Frederick Porter Griffin offers 
that his commission was to last several years (until 1836), while other sources, including A Biographical Directory of the Indiana General 
Assembly and the Illustrated Atlas of Harrison County provide dates of 1833 and 1834, respectively. See Rebecca A. Shepherd et. al., A 
Biographical Directory of the Indiana General Assembly: 1816-1899 (Indianapolis, Ind.: Select Committee on the Centennial History of the 
Indiana General Assembly: Indiana Historical Bureau, 1980-1984), 317 [hereafter cited as Biographical Directory], and Bulleit, Atlas, 56. 
8 Griffin and Brewster, Three Generations, 9; Biographical Directory, 317. 
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The reputation of Porter and his many successes can be considered a testament to his personality and 
conviction, which is perhaps best described in his biography in the Biographical and Historical Souvenir 
for the Counties of Clark, Crawford, Harrison, Floyd, Jefferson, Jennings, Scott and Washington, 
Indiana: 

“He was identified with the pioneer practice in Harrison County and his name 
appears oftener than any other on the early records. He was a man of strictest 
integrity and had abounding reverence for the dignity of his profession. His 
papers were never curtailed or abbreviated, and the majesty of the law was 
upheld by him in every particular. He was not an orator, but his speeches were 
logical and full of force and conviction... He was all his life a character in 
southern Indiana and retained many peculiarities to the last; but his 'long head' 
was trusted for safe council until old age deprived him of his powers. 

He was truly the Nestor of the Indiana Bar, and many students went out from 
under his instruction, to fill high places in the profession. He demanded lessons 
perfect to the letter and his pupils were wont to say that a term of study under 
him was equal to a course of lectures. He had an eye to their morals also...” 9 

Yet, despite his success, Porter was defeated as a delegate to the State Constitution Convention of 1851, 
which effectively ended his political career.10 

Behind his political career, Porter was also invested in other endeavors and active within the daily life of 
the community. In 1834, Porter and Colonel Lewis Jordan joined as partners, continuing through 1838, 
“buying and tanning hides, grinding tan bark and selling shoe leather.”11 Still active in the ongoings of the 
seminary that brought him to Corydon, Porter was appointed to the Harrison County Seminary Board of 
Trustees in 1837; two years later he was nominated as Clerk of the Board and served in this role until 
1851.12 Among his more significant undertakings, Porter also worked as a surveyor from 1841 to 1853 
under the General Assembly to revise the original 1808 town survey of Corydon.13  

Even more significant, though, was the establishment of William Porter's family during the mid-
nineteenth century. On August 18, 1831, Porter had married Elizabeth McClelland, whom he had met 
while a student at Miami University in the mid-1820s. With Porter relocated to Corydon, Indiana, and 
McClelland to Crawfordsville, Indiana, where she lived with her brothers, the relationship continued 
while Porter established himself professionally.14 Nearly immediately after their marriage, the family 
began, growing to include seven daughters: Mary Jane Porter, born 1833; Sarah Elizabeth Porter, born 
1835; Anna Dunlap Porter, born 1837; Viola Porter, born 1840; Aurelia Porter Brewster, born 1842; 
Helen Porter Griffin, born 1844; and Attia Porter McKnight, born 1847.15  

His family expanding, Judge Porter moved out of the residence of Isaac Leffler, with whom he had lived 
upon first arriving in Corydon, in the fall of 1831. At first, Porter and his new bride rented the home on 
Walnut Street (later replaced by the Corydon Presbyterian Church [now the Wright Interpretive Center]) 
                                                            
9 John M. Gresham & Company, Biographical and Historical Souvenir for the Counties of Clark, Crawford, Harrison, Floyd, Jefferson, 
Jennings, Scott and Washington, Indiana (Chicago, Ill.: Chicago Printing Company, 1889), 159-60. 
10 Griffin and Brewster, Three Generations, 16. 
11 Ibid. 
12 Ibid., 17. 
13 Ibid., 20. 
14 Ibid., 9-10. 
15 Griffin, “Home,” 4-5. 
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belonging to Henry P. Coburn, paying $28.00 a year for rent; in 1837, he would purchase Coburn's 
adjacent office.16 Staying here for just over 10 years while building his professional career and family, by 
1841, Porter began looking to secure a permanent residence. His choice was the handsome, two-story 
brick residence next door, on Lot 31, that had historically been the dwelling of Governor William 
Hendricks but was more “familiarly known by the name and description of Hugh's house and lot.”17 The 
“Hugh” indicated was James Hughes, who, with Daniel Fetter, had provided a mortgage to Davis Floyd 
for the property in 1818, which was ultimately foreclosed, the property going into ownership of Hughes.18 
While owned by Hughes, the house was rented by Governor Hendricks from 1822 to 1824; it was 
subsequently rented by a series of tenants into the 1840s. 

In late April 1841, Porter began the process of purchasing the brick house, indicating his interest to one of 
Hughes's sons, the elder Hughes having passed away. On May 3, 1841, Elizabeth Hughes, widow of 
James Hughes, wrote to Porter from Bloomington, Indiana: “By way of my son, I am put in proposal for 
your purchase of the house and lot adjoining you in that town.”19 Elizabeth went on to explain to Porter 
that the property, valued at $500.00, was assigned to the children by their father, but that they had no 
desire to live in the house and "no impediment would be put in the way of any one wishing to purchase it, 
except myself.”20 She then provided Porter an option on the property: “Should you think proper to give 
me five hundred dollars, you can have the house and lot, and all necessary papers to affect legal sale will 
be furnished.” Otherwise, she requested that Porter ask the current occupants to vacate the property so it 
could be properly sold or occupied by Elizabeth.21  

Into late 1841 and early 1842, the process stalled. By June 3, 1841, Elizabeth had not heard back from 
Porter regarding whether he wished to accept her offer, and she wrote him again, explaining that while 
she had intended to leave Bloomington and make the house her own residence, the heirs were not 
favorable to that idea and there was no desire to continue to rent the property as a “losing game.”22 In 
mid-June, Porter indicated to Elizabeth that he intended to purchase the property, and she wrote back, 
promising “speedy transfer” of the property, which could be done as soon as the second Monday in 
August, when she would be in Corydon.23 On Thursday, August 12, 1841, Porter issued a note to 
Elizabeth Hughes in good faith for the property, indicating that he would provide payment of $158.50 on 
or before September 1, 1842 in return for Lot 31 and improvements. It is not clear what communication 
occurred, or did not occur, during the last months of 1841, but discussions regarding the house continued 
into 1842, the delay seemingly much to Porter's frustration. “Rest assured sir,” Levi Hughes wrote to 
Porter, “that we will make every exertion to prove and execute to you the deed to the house and lot, 
within the stipulated time.”24 New difficulties arose in attaining the property, though, as Elizabeth Hughes 
died in 1842, in the midst of finalizing Porter's purchase of the house. The effect was large gaps in 

                                                            
16 Griffin and Brewster, Three Generations, 16. 
17 Deed Record, Book O, p. 91, Recorder’s Office, Harrison County Courthouse, Corydon, Indiana; Griffin and Brewster, Three Generations, 35. 
18 Deed Record, Book C, p. 358, Recorder's Office, Harrison County Courthouse, Corydon, Indiana. 
19 Letter from E. Hughes to William Porter, [unpublished document], 3 May 1841, Manuscripts Division (Porter-Griffin Family Papers (Box 1, 
Folder 7)), Indiana State Library, Indianapolis, Indiana. 
20 Ibid. Elizabeth Hughes' statement “except myself” was made in reference to her acknowledgement that the attorney for the children heirs of 
James Hughes was “hostel” toward her. 
21 Ibid. 
22 Letter from E. Hughes to William Porter, [unpublished document], 3 June 1841, Manuscripts Division (Porter-Griffin Family Papers (Box 1, 
Folder 7)), Indiana State Library, Indianapolis, Indiana. 
23 Letter from E. Hughes to William Porter, [unpublished document], 30 June 1841, Manuscripts Division (Porter-Griffin Family Papers (Box 1, 
Folder 7)), Indiana State Library, Indianapolis, Indiana. 
24  Letter from Levi Hughes to William Porter, [unpublished document], 24 January 1842, Manuscripts Division (Porter-Griffin Family Papers 
(Box 1, Folder 7)), Indiana State Library, Indianapolis, Indiana. 
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correspondence as the young Hughes heirs worked to get their affairs in order. Forced to work through all 
of the heirs to secure the property, it was not until July 1842 that progress was made, James Hughes 
reporting the deed for his rights had been made and he just needed to obtain a decree to convey the 
property.25 Though, it would not be until September 1842 that the property would be transferred from the 
heirs to Porter (see Table 1 for a complete chain of title).26 By 1849, Porter would acquire the total of Lots 
17, 18, 19, 30, and 31, comprising nearly all land between High and Walnut Streets, to the north and 
south, respectively, and Market and Mulberry Streets, to the west and east, respectively. The exceptions to 
Porter's lands included Lots 20 and 29 to the west, and Lot 32 to the east, the latter being the lands of the 
Harrison County Seminary (Figure 2).27  

 
Figure 2. Original plat of the Town of Corydon. Lots owned by Porter by 1849 are highlighted in red. (Source: Plat Book 
2, Recorder's Office, Harrison County Courthouse, Corydon, Indiana). 

                                                            
25 Letter from James Hughes to William Porter, [unpublished document], 6 July 1841, Manuscripts Division (Porter-Griffin Family Papers (Box 
1, Folder 7)), Indiana State Library, Indianapolis, Indiana. 
26
 Deed Record, Book O, p. 91, Recorder's Office, Harrison County Courthouse, Corydon, Indiana; Deed Record, Book W, p. 545, Recorder's 

Office, Harrison County Courthouse, Corydon, Indiana. 
27 Griffin and Brewster, Three Generations, 32. 
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Table 1. Chronology of Ownership for the Porter Wood Shed, Lot 31, Town of Corydon. 

Year Description Grantor/Grantee 
June 4, 1813 NW ¼ of Township 3S, Range 4E, Section 31 US General Land Office /  

Hervey Heth28 
September 18, 1816 Lots 30-31, Town of Corydon Hervey Heth / 

Milo R. Davis29 
November 3, 1818 Lots 30-32, Town of Corydon Milo R. Davis / 

Davis Floyd30 
October 20, 1818 Lots 30-31, Town of Corydon Davis Floyd, mortgage from Daniel Fetter 

and James Hughes31 
May 26, 1821 Lots 30-31, Town of Corydon Davis Floyd forecloses on mortgage / 

James Hughes32 
May 18, 1842 Lots 30-31, Town of Corydon Transfer to James Hughes heirs33 
August 9, 1842 ½ of Lot 31, Town of Corydon Levi Hughes, on behalf of Hughes heirs / 

William A. Porter34 
August 10, 1842 1/4 of Lot 31, Town of Corydon Levi Hughes, on behalf of Hughes heirs /  

William A. Porter35 
September 9, 1842 1/4 of Lot 31, Town of Corydon John and Louisa Geiger / 

William A. Porter36 
March 3, 1884 82 feet off the west side of Lot 31; 50 feet off the 

eastside of Lot 30; 32 feet off the west side of 
Lot 18; and 50 feet off the east side of Lot 19 

William and Attia McKnight and  
Amzi and Aurelia Brewster / 
Helen Porter Griffin37 

May 24, 1950 82 feet off the west side of Lot 31; 50 feet off the 
eastside of Lot 30; 32 feet off the west side of 
Lot 18; and 50 feet off the east side of Lot 19 

Maurice and Charlotte Griffin /  
Daniel, Mary Jane, and Olive Griffin38 

July 1, 1950 82 feet off the west side of Lot 31; 50 feet off the 
eastside of Lot 30; 32 feet off the west side of 
Lot 18; and 50 feet off the east side of Lot 19 

Helen Griffin O'Leary / 
Daniel Griffin39 

September 9, 1959 82 feet off the west side of Lot 31; 50 feet off the 
eastside of Lot 30; 32 feet off the west side of 
Lot 18; and 50 feet off the east side of Lot 19 

Olive Griffin / 
Daniel and Mary Jane Griffin40 

June 29, 1962 82 feet off the west side of Lot 31; 50 feet off the 
eastside of Lot 30; 32 feet off the west side of 
Lot 18; and 50 feet off the east side of Lot 19 

Mary Jane Griffin / 
Daniel Patrick Griffin41 

August 12, 1975 82 feet off the west side of Lot 31; 50 feet off the 
eastside of Lot 30; 32 feet off the west side of 
Lot 18; and 50 feet off the east side of Lot 19 

Estate of Daniel P. Griffin / 
State of Indiana, Department of Natural 
Resources42 

 

                                                            
28 Hervey Heth (Harrison County, Indiana), land patent, Volume 5, p. 368; “Land Patent Search,” digital images, General Land Office Records, 
http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/PatentSearch (9 June 2014). 
29 Deed Record, Book A, p. 260, Recorder's Office, Harrison County Courthouse, Corydon, Indiana. 
30 Deed Record, Book B, p. 394, Recorder's Office, Harrison County Courthouse, Corydon, Indiana. 
31 Deed Record, Book B, p. 485, Recorder's Office, Harrison County Courthouse, Corydon, Indiana. 
32 Deed Record, Book C, p. 358, Recorder's Office, Harrison County Courthouse, Corydon, Indiana. 
33 Deed Record, Book O, p. 88, Recorder's Office, Harrison County Courthouse, Corydon, Indiana. 
34 Deed Record, Book O, p. 101, Recorder's Office, Harrison County Courthouse, Corydon, Indiana. 
35 Deed Record, Book O, p. 91, Recorder's Office, Harrison County Courthouse, Corydon, Indiana. 
36 Deed Record, Book W, p. 545, Recorder's Office, Harrison County Courthouse, Corydon, Indiana. 
37 Deed Record, Book F-3, p. 248, Recorder's Office, Harrison County Courthouse, Corydon, Indiana. 
38 Deed Record, Book S-5, p. 280, Recorder's Office, Harrison County Courthouse, Corydon, Indiana. 
39 Deed Record, Book S-5, p. 281, Recorder's Office, Harrison County Courthouse, Corydon, Indiana. 
40 Deed Record, Book A-6, p. 214-216, Recorder's Office, Harrison County Courthouse, Corydon, Indiana. 
41 Deed Record, Book E-6, p. 408-411, Recorder's Office, Harrison County Courthouse, Corydon, Indiana. 
42 Deed Record, Book H-7, p. 419, Recorder's Office, Harrison County Courthouse, Corydon, Indiana. 
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While the former Hughes property, Lot 31, was secured by Porter in late 1842, it is not clear exactly when 
the family moved into the house. Frederick Porter Griffin notes that the family moved in sometime 
between September 1842 and December 1, 1844, the date that daughter Helen is known to have been born 
in the house. Correspondence between the Hughes heirs and William Porter in 1843 indicates that 
discussion regarding transfer of the property, including in relation to monies owed to the Hughes heirs by 
Porter continued into that year. On March 7, 1843, James Hughes wrote to Porter, asking for the “rest of 
what is owed,” and explaining that he had not signed all documents as of yet.43 While the documentation 
is fragmented, discussions relating to the property documentation continued into late 1843; in October 
1843, James again responded to inquiries of Porter, this time explaining that all documentation had not 
yet been recorded because the deed had been lost in the clerk's office.44 It is unknown if such prolonged 
discussions and apparent issues in finalizing the transfer and paying for the property precluded Porter 
from occupying the property until some point in 1843 or later. 

Taking ownership of the former Hendricks property, Porter began renovating the house, which, having 
been a rental property under James Hughes following Governor Hendricks' residency, had fallen into 
disrepair. As summarized in the Historic Structure Report for the Governor Hendricks Headquarters, 
prepared in 2006:  

“He altered the house by adding a second story to the kitchen wing, constructing 
a single-story frame wash house to the north side of the kitchen wing, and 
painting the exterior for the first time. There were extensive drainage problems 
because the hill in the backyard sloped toward the house. In heavy rains, water 
flooded into the kitchen. Porter dug a deep covered trench behind the house, 
which corrected the problem.”45  

Frederick Porter Griffin provides additional detail in his account of the property's transformation, 
indicating that the wood shed was constructed during this period to store cord wood to heat the six 
fireplaces in the house and one in the wash house. In its construction, the wood shed utilized the stone 
retaining wall constructed at the rear of the house as its north and east foundations,  (Figure 3): 

 “After Grandfather Porter bought the big brick house, he had the yard back of 
the house on the northeast and north of the back porch dug out to make a small 
level yard and had a high wall of irregular blocks of limestone built on the north 
side and on the east side of the small yard and put ditches (afterward tile) around 
back of the north room and along the west side of the house to drain the rain 
water from the house. Thomas Crosier of Boone Township built the walls. 
Grandmother Porter made this little back yard into a flower garden where she had 
roses and many other varieties of early flowers. 

                                                            
43 Letter from James Hughes to William Porter, [unpublished document], 7 March 1843, Manuscripts Division (Porter-Griffin Family Papers 
(Box 1, Folder 7)), Indiana State Library, Indianapolis, Indiana. 
44 Letter from James Hughes to William Porter, [unpublished document], 12 October 1843, Manuscripts Division (Porter-Griffin Family Papers 
(Box 1, Folder 7)), Indiana State Library, Indianapolis, Indiana. 
45 Ball State University, Center for Historic Preservation, Historic Structure Report for the Governor Hendricks Headquarters (Muncie, Ind: Ball 
State University, 2006), 65. 



Figure 3. Wood Shed depicted the 1882 Harrison County Atlas.
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The stone wall started at the back and the northeast end of the house (at the 
'wash-house') and running east some distance made a right angle turn to the south 
to the roof of the back porch and then turned directly east again to make the north 
wall and the north foundation for the large woodshed and for the large room 
overhead. 

About 20 feet to the east, this high stone wall turned again to the south, forming 
the east wall of the large woodshed, which wall extended to the front sidewalk. 
This wall was built of irregular blocks of limestone, some of the stones very 
large, place in good position to make what must have been a very straight firm 
high wall, as even today the wall is in good order.”46 

Going further, Griffin described the wood shed in detail: 

“A very large woodshed occupied the space enclosed by the high stone walls, 
these walls forming the north and east walls of the large woodshed. A second 
story above the woodshed was a very large frame one-room building with floor 
space equal in area to the first floor room or woodshed. The west side and south 
side of this building were entirely frame. Between this large building and the east 
side of the brick dwelling house was a small side yard with brick walk and gate 
leading to the front street pavement along the side of the house... 

The woodshed on the lower floor had large double doors opening upon Walnut 
Street where cord wood could be thrown in from a wagon driven up to the 
doors... 

The very large rectangular frame room above the woodshed had a heavy wooden 
stairway on the north side leading from the woodshed to this upper room. At the 
top of these steps was a heavy hinged door which could be lowered and fastened 
securely to lock the upstairs room. Just at the top of these steps a large doorway 
with a heavy battened door led from the floor of this upper room out into the 
Shrubbery [sic] on the north side of the building. The original wooden stairway 
leading from the lower floor to the upper room of the 'wood shed' is in existence 
today, strong and firm.”47 

Just as no sources assign a specific date to when Porter moved into the former Hendricks property, 
sources do not assign a specific date to the renovations of the property – including construction of the 
wood shed – completed during this period, other than to note that they occurred nearly immediately upon 
Porter taking ownership of the property. Based on personal papers of Judge Porter, though, it would 
appear that the renovations very likely occurred in the last quarter of 1844 and first half of 1845. For 
example, on January 18, 1845, Porter made payment to carpenter William Farquar for the following 
items, among others: nine 20-foot long 3” x 9” joists; two 6-foot long planks; six 20-foot long 3” x 8” 
joists; 216 feet of 1-¼” plank; weatherboarding; planks for stairs; and 4” lumber for panels.48 That same 
day, he also provided payment to Farquar for 33 days of work at his property, including work on the 

                                                            
46 Griffin and Brewster, Three Generations, 40. 
47 Ibid., 43. 
48 Receipt, William Farquar, [unpublished document], 18 January 1845, Manuscripts Division (Porter-Griffin Family Papers (Box 1, Folder 5)), 
Indiana State Library, Indianapolis, Indiana. 
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smokehouse and "making and hanging a gate at the east end of the dwelling house," which would have sat 
between the house and woodshed.49 On October 24, 1845, payment was made for 62 pounds of stove 
pipe.50 A third undated receipt to Farquar was made for payment on 40 feet of ½” plank for steps; sheets 
and shingles; and weatherboarding, as well as labor used to make two doors, window sashes, and a 
staircase and for "framing the house" and “framing the shed.”51 While these records cannot be specifically 
tied to the wood shed, it can be surmised that the significant transformation at the property, of which the 
wood shed was a part of, was underway between 1844 and 1845. 

In the 1850s, the wood shed became the site of a school hosted by Mary Jane Porter, the oldest daughter. 
Returned from St. Mary's Seminary in Indianapolis in July 1850, she began a “pay school” here, 
supplementing the Corydon public school system, which is noted as operating for “several months each 
year where only the fundamentals of reading, writing, and arithmetic were taught.” 52 Students, among 
which were her younger sisters, Helen and Attia, were tutored individually in advanced subjects and then 
recited their lessons to her at the front of the class. If they were correct, they received a new assignment.53 
Mary Jane's school operated until 1859, when she passed away, having contracted tuberculosis from her 
sister Anna. She was the fourth of Porter's seven daughters to pass away from the disease between 1854 
and 1859.54 

Into the 1860s, as the national conflict reached Indiana, personal concerns were forewent in need of 
protecting family and community, and Judge Porter, a staunch Republican and Unionist, was embroiled in 
the war, as was his family. Accepting various roles with the Indiana Militia, also known as the Home 
Guard, Porter listed as Security with the Ellsworth Rifles unit on June 22, 1861; and on June 27, 1864, he 
listed as Security with the Harrison County Border Scouts. 55 In 1862 and 1863, Porter was also licensed 
as claims agents for Civil War veterans.56 Porter's commitment to the Union cause was demonstrated 
when he hosted a former slave in the midst of the conflict: 

“A few Corydon citizens showed their support for emancipation and Lincoln's 
attack on the institution of slavery by encouraging black enlistment. Judge 
William Porter – who certainly knew his action was a violation of Indiana state 
law – was host to a former slave, most likely a 'contraband' liberated by an 
Indiana officer, for a short time during the winter of 1862-63. The Judge’s 
daughter, Attia, informed a relative in July 1863 that 'our little contraband has 
gone in the army but he is at home now on a furlough.' Attia remarked that the 
young man was very helpful around the house and that the family would miss 
him after he left.”57 

                                                            
49 Receipt, William Farquar, [unpublished document], 18 January 1845, Manuscripts Division (Porter-Griffin Family Papers (Box 1, Folder 5)), 
Indiana State Library, Indianapolis, Indiana. 
50 Receipt, William Farquar, [unpublished document], 24 October 1845, Manuscripts Division (Porter-Griffin Family Papers (Box 1, Folder 5)), 
Indiana State Library, Indianapolis, Indiana. 
51 Undated receipt, William Farquar, [unpublished document], Manuscripts Division (Porter-Griffin Family Papers (Box 1, Folder 5)), Indiana 
State Library, Indianapolis, Indiana. 
52 “The Woodshed School House,” [unpublished document], n.d. Located in the files of the Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and 
Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana. 
53 Ibid. 
54 Griffin and Brewster, Three Generations, 10. 
55 Ibid., 17-18. 
56 Ibid. 
57 Stephen I. Rockenbach, “'War Upon Our Border': War and Society in Two Ohio Valley Communities, 1861-1865” (PhD diss., University of 
Cincinnati, 2005), 141. 
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Aurelia Porter also noted that “Father has bought him[self] a splendid gun, and I suppose intends to be 
ready to fight if there is any occasion.”58 On July 9, 1863, Porter received that opportunity, standing 
alongside other Home Guard members to defend his town when General John H. Morgan raided Corydon: 
“Around fifteen of the town's wealthier citizens, including Judge William Porter (a prominent 
Republican) and Simeon K. Wolfe (a Democratic politician and editor), bolstered the [Harrison County] 
Legion's firepower with their newly purchased Henry rifles.”59 Supporting the Union cause was not just 
limited to Judge Porter; however, in April 1861, some of Corydon's young women, including the three 
remaining Porter daughters, founded the “Scott Gayes,” a women-only military company “to protect the 
community against any predations or acts which might be 
committed by such hostile forces or lawless individuals.”60 The 
company was disbanded after about a month. 

Following the closing of the war, Porter, advancing in age, 
returned to civic duty (Figure 4). On March 28, 1868, he was 
appointed for a term as Judge of the Harrison Circuit Court.61 In 
September 1873, the County Commissioners appointed Porter to 
“draft specifications for repairs to the Courthouse,” which were 
completed that year.62 Porter also maintained his passion for 
teaching into his late life, and undertook instruction in his law 
office. Students came from throughout the region to study with 
Porter, many staying with the family or in a room at the rear of 
the office.63 His most notable student was Walter Gresham, who 
later became a U.S. District Judge, Postmaster General, Secretary 
of the Treasury, and Secretary of State:  

“Two years at Corydon seminary and one year at the Bloomington university 
completed his [Walter Gresham] education so far as schooling was concerned; 
and he returned to Corydon, obtained a deputy clerkship in the county clerk's 
office, and passed his leisure hours in the study of the law under the guidance of 
Judge William A. Porter, one of the noted characters of Southern Indiana. It is 
doubtful whether any young man ever had a better instructor.”64 

The family dynamic changed again into the 1870s when his wife, Elizabeth, passed away on June 27, 
1872, at the age of 69. Following her mother's death, Helen, her husband, Patrick Griffin, and their 
children moved out of their small cottage at 208 East High Street and into Judge Porter's home to help 
care for him.65 The last years of his life spent primarily in a secluded room at the back of the house, Porter 
passed away on January 23, 1884. Without a will in place, a public sale of his possessions was held 
following Porter's death; Helen Porter Griffin, though, stored many of her father’s possessions deemed 
not fit to be sold in the wood shed.66 

                                                            
58 Ibid., 125. 
59 Ibid., 168. 
60 Ibid., 93. 
61 Griffin and Brewster, Three Generations, 16. 
62
 Ibid., 20. 

63 Griffin, “Home,” 8. 
64 Thomas H. Herringshaw, The Biographical Review of Prominent Men and Women of the Day (Chicago, Il: Home Publishing House, 1888), 92. 
65 Griffin and Brewster, Three Generations, 48. 
66 Ibid., 23. 

Figure 4. Undated image of Judge 
Porter in his later years (Source: Griffin 
and Brewster, Three Generations, 19).  
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Porter-Griffin Family Period (1884–1975) 

Even though the Porter-Griffin family lived in the house for the twelve years prior to Judge Porter’s 
death, ownership of the property was not transferred until all of his property was divided amongst his 
daughters following his death in 1884. At this time, Patrick and Helen Griffin came into ownership of the 
house and associated property, using $1,130.00 of Helen's inheritance to purchase from her sisters, Attia 
Porter McKnight and Aurelia Porter Brewster, the western half of Lot 31.67  

Head of the new household was Patrick Griffin, born on February 24, 1831, in Mirimachi, New 
Brunswick to Patrick and Margaret Griffin, Irish immigrants. The family later relocated to Louisville, 
Kentucky, where Patrick apprenticed at the foundry of Meadows and Megee before traveling to California 
to search for gold in 1852. There he remained for more than a decade, panning for gold and, with his 
brother, running a trading post that provided food and supplies to miners in exchange for payment in gold. 
In 1865, Patrick returned to Louisville for a short period before traveling to Corydon to visit his sister, 
Margaret Griffin, who married Thomas McGrain, Jr. Instead of returning to Louisville, Patrick stayed in 
Corydon and went into business with his brother-in-law in the dry goods business, under the name of 
Griffin & McCain.68 Their store operated for two years in a store rented from the Applegate family south 
of the square. Between 1868 and 1869, they constructed their own general store at the east end of Lot 57, 
lying between Beaver and Chestnut Streets. It was during this period that Helen Porter fell in love with 
Patrick Griffin, the pair marrying on October 17, 1871. They would have seven children: Margaret Porter, 
born 1872; William Maurice, born 1873; Mary Jane “Jennie,” born 1874; Olive, born 1876; Annis, born 
1879; Helen, born 1881; and Daniel Patrick, born 1885 (Figure 5).69 

The firm of Griffin & McCain remained 
successful until the mid-1880s, when 
side investments caused financial strain 
and the company went bankrupt. It 
closed between October 1887 and April 
1889. After the store failed, Patrick 
went into civic office, serving as 
Harrison County Treasurer from 1889 
to 1893. Helen served as Deputy 
Treasurer.70 

The 1890s brought significant 
alterations to the Hendricks property. 
Helen, as one of the creditors to the 
bankrupt Griffin & McGrain store, had 
acquired title to Patrick's 220-acre farm 
southwest of Corydon. On January 30, 
1896, she sold 199 acres of this farm for 
$2,500.00. The money was used for two 

                                                            
67 Deed Record, Book F-3, p. 248, Recorder's Office, Harrison County Courthouse, Corydon, Indiana; Deed Record, Book W, p. 545, Recorder's 
Office, Harrison County Courthouse, Corydon, Indiana. 
68 Griffin and Brewster, Three Generations, 49-52. 
69 Ibid., 54-56. 
70 Griffin, “Home,” 8. 

Figure 5. 1897 photograph of the Patrick and Helen Griffin family 
(Source: Griffin and Brewster, Three Generations, 49). 



II-14 

purposes: to finance the opening of another store, Maurice Griffin and Company, located in the building 
where Griffin & McGrain was first opened until at least 1955, and to complete a major renovation of the 
house.71 As described in the Historic Structure Report for the Governor Hendricks Headquarters: 

“This was the home's second major renovation. They added a two-story frame 
addition to the east side of the rear wing. The first floor of this new addition 
contained the Griffin kitchen. The second floor contained the bath and a back 
porch. Thus, the old Porter kitchen in the first floor of the rear wing became the 
Griffin family dining room. One of the Griffin children, Mary Jane, stated that 
after supper she and her sibling played games in this sitting room and studied 
their lessons. With the new bathroom and kitchen installed, the washhouse was 
obsolete. Thus, the frame washhouse abutting the north side of the rear wing was 
demolished in 1897.”72 

Of the wood shed, the second floor of which had become a store room for Griffin's stores after Porter's 
death, Frederick Porter Griffin later noted: “The old back porch was torn away and a new porch built in 
the pattern of the old porch. This porch extended across the back of the main part of the old house and 
connected the kitchen with the wood shed on the east” (Figure 6).73 

Frederick Porter Griffin, in his narrative on the family’s occupation of the property, notes that the “wood 
shed remained as built until World War I when the Griffin family purchased their first automobile, a 
seven passenger Willys-Knight. The lower front wall of the woodhouse was torn out and furnished with 
wood folding doors in order to have a garage for the car;” however, photographic evidence indicates that 
a change occurred to the woodshed prior to this. 74 At an unknown date – possibly in association with the 
1896 renovation of the property and the opening of the new Griffin store, which used the upper story of 
the wood shed for storage – a false front was constructed on the façade of the wood shed. As the Willys-
Knight automobile was not produced until 1914, it is clear that the conversion of the entry occurred 
during or after World War I and not concurrently with the installation of the false front (Figure 7). 

Patrick Griffin remained as head of household until he passed away on January 3, 1917, at the age of 86. 
His wife, Helen Porter Griffin, continued to live in the house with four of her children – Margaret, Jennie, 
Olive and Daniel – until her death on April 24, 1940.75 She had spent all but three years of her life in the 
home where she was born. Following Helen Porter Griffin’s death, ownership of the property was 
transferred to her surviving children: Maurice, Jennie, Olive, Helen Griffin O’Leary, and Daniel. 
Successful in their ventures, the Porter children were gainfully engaged in work throughout the region. 
Maurice ran the store named after him; Jennie was a teacher who helped lead efforts of the Hoosier Elm 
Chapter of the Daughter of the American Revolution to save the Constitution Elm and organized the 
county historical society; Olive opened a millinery business through her family’s store and served as 
superintendent of Cedar Hill Cemetery; Helen was an artist who had been appointed the head of the corset 

                                                            
71 Griffin and Brewster, Three Generations, 58-60. 
72 Ball State University, Center for Historic Preservation, Historic Structure Report for the Governor Hendricks Headquarters (Muncie, Ind.: Ball 
State University, 2006), 61. 
73 Griffin and Brewster, Three Generations, 60. 
74
 Frederick Porter Griffin, “Notes on the Porter‐Griffin Home (The Governor's Headquarters), Corydon, Indiana's First State Capital: A 

Registered National Historic Landmark,” [unpublished document], November 1975, 13. Located in the files of the Frederick Porter Griffin Center 

for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana.  
75 Griffin and Brewster, Three Generations, 66. 



Figure 6. Porter Wood Shed and connected rear porch depicted on the 1899 Sanborn map.
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Figure 7. January 1910 photograph of Walnut Street, facing northwest. Note the false front on the Porter Wood Shed at 
the right edge of the photograph (Source: Photograph files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and 
Genealogy). 

department at Marshall Fields Department Store in Chicago; and Daniel was a pharmacist in his early 
years before becoming a partner in the family store in 1912.76   

Jennie, Olive, and Daniel continued to reside at the property following their mother’s death (Figure 8); 
daughter Helen Griffin O’Leary joined them in 1948, returning to Corydon from Chicago following the 
death of her husband, which changed the dynamic of the house:77 

“During the 1940's and 1950's, 'The House' was occupied by Uncle Dan, and his 
two unmarried sisters, Aunt Jen and Aunt Ol. All three were colorful individuals 
and were very entertaining. For two years, from 1948 to 1950 another rugged 
individualist, Aunt Helen O'Leary, having lost her husband moved in with her 
sisters and brother. Her return from Chicago threw havoc into the chaos. Each 
had their own bedroom and each wanted their own possessions and papers left 
alone and untouched.”78 

Helen Griffin O'Leary's death in 1950 returned the house to Jennie, Olive, and Daniel, to which Helen 
Griffin O'Leary's interest in the property was transferred upon her passing; Maurice Griffin's interest was 
also transferred to the three siblings in 1950.79 Jennie, Olive, and Daniel remained at the property for the 
remainder of their lives, with successive transfers of property being made to the siblings upon each 
sibling's passing: Olive's interest was willed to Daniel and Jennie upon her death on February 18, 1958, 
and Jennie's interest was willed to Daniel upon her death on July 14, 1961.80 Becoming ill shortly before 
Christmas 1974, Daniel remained at the house until February 11, 1975, passing away at 89 years of age.81 

                                                            
76 Ibid., 70-75. 
77 Ibid., 75. 
78 Ibid., 89 
79
 Deed Record, Book S‐5, p. 281, Recorder's Office, Harrison County Courthouse, Corydon, Indiana. 

80 Deed Record, Book A-6, p. 214-216, Recorder's Office, Harrison County Courthouse, Corydon, Indiana; Deed Record, Book E-6, p. 408-411, 
Recorder's Office, Harrison County Courthouse, Corydon, Indiana.. 
81 Griffin and Brewster, Three Generations, 80. 
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Figure 8.  Undated photograph of the Hendricks property. Note the resized garage door opening on the facade (Source: 
Photo Collection, Indiana State Library, Indianapolis, Indiana). 

Corydon Capitol State Historic Site Period (1975–Present) 

Recognizing the significance of the Hendricks property, the State of Indiana began efforts to acquire it during 
the late 1960s. At this time, the State offered to purchase the home and provide Daniel Griffin with a life estate 
in the home; the property would then pass to the State upon his death. However, Daniel, in conference with his 
nephews, Frederick, Henry, and William, decided not to sell the property to the State.82 It would not be until 
after Daniel Griffin's passing in 1975, then, that such an opportunity would be available. At this time, 
Frederick Porter Griffin, as Executor of Daniel's estate, contacted Carl Armstrong, Director of Historic 
Preservation at the Indiana Department of Natural Resources, to inquire if the State was still interested in 
purchasing the property for use as part of what was then the Corydon State Memorial. Still anxious to purchase 
the site, arrangements were made for independent appraisals, and, on August 12, 1975, the State of Indiana 
purchased the site for $38,000. Attached to the purchase was a stipulation that the State would open the 
property to the public within one year, satisfying the Griffin heirs' desire to see it brought into the State historic 
site system during their lifetime 83   

The State immediately began to develop plans for the property, and, on November 21, 1976, an open house 
was held in the home to provide visitors with an opportunity to view the restoration plans for the property. A 
final open house was held in August 1977, following the removal of personal effects.84 With plans complete, 
the property cleared, and $240,000 in funds set aside for the restoration of the property, the State of Indiana 

                                                            
82 George Lindberg, “Present Owners Cling to Corydon Mansion,” Indianapolis Star, 7 January 1968. 
83 Griffin, Three Generations, 183; Deed Record, Book H-7, p. 419, Recorder's Office, Harrison County Courthouse, Corydon, Indiana. 
84 Griffin, Three Generations, 183-184; “Gov. Hendricks’ Headquarters Will Have New Look Come August,” Corydon Democrat, 7 December 
1977. 
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and architects from LeRoy Troyer and Associates went to work on the restoration of the property in December 
1977.85 

Intent on restoring the property to interpret both the Governor Hendricks and Judge Porter periods, the State's 
restoration necessitated significant changes to the property, including removal of the 1896 additions and any 
changes that occurred subsequently. In regard to the wood shed, the first phase of restoration included removal 
of the porch connecting the wood shed to the house, which was completed during the winter of 1977. 86 In the 
summer of 1978, restoration of the wood shed began in earnest. At this time, the dry-laid limestone walls were 
sandblasted and pointed for stabilization; the false front on the façade was removed; the garage door was 
removed and the entry was resized to original proportions; and the building was insulated and new systems 
were installed (for a detailed list of restoration activities, see Section II.A.3. Chronology of Construction, 
Alterations, and Ownership). The most significant activity, though, was not related to restoration. Rather, in 
intending to use the wood shed as the visitors' center, the State of Indiana undertook a significant initiative to 
construct a subterranean restroom addition at the northern end of the first floor. 

Completed in the fall of 1979, the restored Hendricks property was dedicated as part of the Corydon State 
Memorial on October 12, 1979, by then Governor Otis Bowen (Figure 9).87 The wood shed continued to serve 
as the visitors' center for the site until 1999, at which point services were placed in the Wright Interpretive 
Center, on the opposite side of the Governor Hendricks Headquarters. Since then, the first floor has been used 
to support group activities and is generally furnished to provide learning space for group tours. The second 
floor is used solely for storage. 

 
Figure 9. October 12, 1979, photograph of the dedication for the Governor Hendricks Headquarters (Source: Photograph 
files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Archaeology, Corydon, Indiana). 
                                                            
85 Griffin and Brewster, Three Generations, 194. 
86 Ibid., 198. 
87 “Dedication of Governor Hendricks Headquarters,” Corydon Democrat, 13 October 1999. 
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3. CHRONOLOGY OF CONSTRUCTION, ALTERATIONS AND OWNERSHIP  
Table 2 provides a chronology of construction and chronology of alterations for the Porter Wood Shed. 
Notes on construction and alterations are referenced to the dates in which they occurred, as well as to the 
property owners at the time of the change.  

Table 2. Chronology of Construction, Alterations, and Ownership. 

Year Chronology of Construction Chronology of Alterations Chronology of Ownership 

circa 1845 
Wood shed is constructed 
with porch connecting it to 
the rear of the house88  William A. Porter 

circa 1896  Covered porch constructed from rear 
of kitchen to wood shed89 Patrick and Helen Griffin 

circa 1900  False front added to façade  

circa 1914  Façade entry modified to 
accommodate folding garage door90  

circa 1945  Folding garage door replaced with an 
overhead door91 Daniel. P. Griffin, et al. 

circa 1960–1975  Garage door replaced with a new 
sectional overhead door92  

December 1977–
January 1978  Demolition of porch connecting wood 

shed to the house93 

State of Indiana, 
Department of Natural 
Resources 

May 30–June 2, 1978  Limestone walls sandblasted94  

June 14–July 2, 1978  

Garage door removed; limestone 
walls pointed; building insulated; 
electrical wiring added and 
subterranean restroom addition dug 
out at rear of building95 

 

July 17–21, 1978  
Northeast corner of limestone wall 
removed to create passage for 
restrooms96 

 

July 24–28, 1978  Ceiling laid above second floor97  

July 31–August 4, 1978  Concrete wall forms poured for 
restroom addition98  

August 7–11, 1978  

Waterproofing applied to the exterior 
walls of the restroom addition; 
interior drywall installed; paint and 
whitewash removed from the 
exterior99 

 

August 14–18, 1978  Attic insulated100  
 
   

  

                                                            
88 Griffin and Brewster, Three Generations, 40. 
89 Ibid., 60. 
90 Frederick Porter Griffin, “Notes on the Porter-Griffin Home (The Governor's Headquarters), Corydon, Indiana's First State Capital: A 
Registered National Historic Landmark,” [unpublished document], November 1975, 13. Located in the files of the Frederick Porter Griffin Center 
for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana. 
91 Ibid. 
92 See photograph in “Houseful of History,” Corydon Democrat, 1 December 1976. 
93 Griffin and Brewster, Three Generations, 198. 
94 “Restoration of the Governor’s Headquarters, Corydon, Indiana,” [unpublished document], n.d., 1. Located in the files of the Frederick Porter 
Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana, 7.  
95 Ibid., 7. 
96 Ibid., 8. 
97 Ibid, 9. 
98 Ibid. 
99 Ibid. 
100 Ibid. 
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Year Chronology of Construction Chronology of Alterations Chronology of Ownership 
August 28– 
September 1, 1978 

Brick floor laid; drain laid along the 
inside wall beneath the brick, 
connecting to a yard drain101 

September 5–8, 1978  Waterproofing of east wall exterior; 
false front on façade removed102  

September 18–22, 1978  Weatherboard repaired along 
façade103  

September 25–29, 1978  
Repair and replacement of board-and-
batten on north, west, and east 
walls104 

 

October 1, 1978  Interior and exterior painted105  

November 20–24, 1978  Concrete floors poured in restroom 
addition106  

February 19–23, 1979  Door frames set in restroom 
addition107  

March 5–10, 1979  Concrete block walls constructed in 
restrooms108  

April 2–6, 1979  Restroom walls and floor covered 
with ceramic tile109  

May 14–18, 1979  Door closures mounted110  
May 29–June 1, 1979  Second floor walls planked111  
June 18–22, 1979  Facilities installed in restrooms112  
July 16– 
August 31, 1979  Carpet laid on second floor113  

1979  Faucet on exterior installed114   
October 1981  Glass doors installed on façade115  
1981  Roof repainted116  

1981  Security light installed at rear of 
building117  

1982  Window air-conditioning unit placed 
in second floor window118  

1994  Minor repairs, exterior repainted119  

2005  

Replaced damaged weatherboard and 
board-and-battens; removed windows 
for restoration; repaired interior 
drywall; repaired and painted roof120 

 

                                                            
101 Ibid., 10. 
102 Ibid. 
103 Ibid., 11. 
104 Ibid. 
105 Ibid. 
106 Ibid., 13. 
107 Ibid., 14. 
108 Ibid., 15. 
109 Ibid. 
110 Ibid., 16. 
111 Ibid. 
112 Ibid., 17. 
113 Ibid. 
114 Link Ludington, Chief of Historic Preservation, Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites Corporation, personal communication, 14 August, 
2014. 
115 Ibid. 
116 Ibid. 
117 Ibid. 
118 Ibid.  
119 Link Ludington, Chief of Historic Preservation, Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites Corporation, personal communication, 10 June 2014.  
120 “Scope: Exterior Restoration of the Carriage House at Corydon Capitol State Historic Site,” [unpublished document], 2005. Located in the 
files of the Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites Corporation, Restoration Facility, Madison, Indiana. Hereafter cited as “Exterior 
Restoration.” 
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Year Chronology of Construction Chronology of Alterations Chronology of Ownership 

2010  Minor repair and re-pointing of east 
interior limestone wall121  

2012–2014  

Exterior doors on north and west 
elevations replaced; new outer wood 
doors installed over double-leaf 
commercial entry122 

 

 
4. SIGNIFICANCE STATEMENT 
The Porter Wood Shed is significant as an ancillary structure to the larger Hendricks property that, with 
the Governor Hendricks Headquarters and associated landscape, illustrates patterns of use at the property 
by Judge William A. Porter and his family. More broadly, in association with other buildings located 
along Walnut Street – including the Governor Hendricks Headquarters, Coburn Law Office, and First 
State Office Building – the Porter Wood Shed contributes to the understanding of Porter's life in Corydon. 

It was following Porter's relocation to Corydon for his newly acquired position with the Harrison County 
Seminary that he rose to prominence as a judge, teacher, surveyor, entrepreneur, and community leader. It 
was also following Porter's relocation to Corydon that he began his family with Elizabeth McClelland, 
ultimately raising seven daughters into the 1840s. The rapid growth of Porter's family, as well as his 
success in law and business, prompted Porter and his wife to look toward securing a permanent residence 
for the family. In this, Porter chose the handsome brick dwelling formerly occupied by Governor 
Hendricks. Upon taking ownership of the property, Porter undertook significant alterations circa 1845, 
including digging out the hillside to the north of the house and constructing a limestone retaining wall. 
The wood shed was constructed at this time, utilizing the stone retaining wall as the north and east 
foundation walls. While simple in character, the wood shed supported the functions of the house, 
particularly the seven fireplaces found throughout the much-enlarged dwelling. Beyond functional 
qualities, the Porter Wood Shed, for a period of nearly 10 years, between 1850 and 1859, housed the 
school of Mary Jane Griffin, a successful community venture. 

Presently, the exterior of the Governor Hendricks Headquarters has been interpreted to an 1840s 
appearance. The contextual landscape has also been interpreted to this period, retaining the rear courtyard 
carved from the northern hillside that was removed following Porter's purchase of the property. Period 
landscape features also include the stone retaining wall to the north and east of the courtyard, as well as a 
linear section of limestone retaining wall to the east of the Porter Wood Shed. A component of this larger 
setting, the Porter Wood Shed, then, helps relate the context of the site, as used by Porter and his family. 

While one component of the Hendricks property, the Porter Wood Shed is also one component of a series 
of properties that helps illustrate Porter's life in the community through the mid-nineteenth century. In 
addition to the Governor Hendricks Headquarters, other properties along Walnut Street associated with 
the life of William Porter include the First State Office Building, which was later used for the Harrison 
County Seminary, the institution that brought Porter to Corydon; and the Porter-Coburn Law Office, a 
reconstruction of the law office purchased by William Porter in 1837, from which he taught dozens of law 
students during the mid-twentieth century. Taken in total, this collective of resources, including the Porter 
Wood Shed, provides unique insight into Porter's personal and professional evolution from the late 1830s 
to 1880s.  

                                                            
121 Link Ludington, Chief of Historic Preservation, Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites Corporation, personal communication, 10 June 2014. 
122 Ibid. 
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B. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 
1. METHODOLOGY 
During the week of June 2, 2014, architectural historians S. Alan Higgins and Holly Higgins of CRA completed a 
field investigation of the Porter Wood Shed. The field investigation included an assessment of the architectural 
integrity and character-defining features of the building, as well as a baseline condition assessment. The 
assessment addressed the exterior and interior surfaces of the building, as well as its immediate contextual setting. 
Observations were documented with extensive digital photography, field notes, and annotations on the 1977 
restoration drawings of the Porter Wood Shed. For the purposes of this project, CRA also used the restoration 
drawings, which were provided by the ISMHS, to compare the restoration plan to as-built conditions. 
Measurements of extant features were completed, as necessary, in order to verify depicted features. These 
drawings are provided in Appendix F, and additional contemporary photographs of the structure are available in 
Appendix G. 

Although limited, historical photographs and narratives of the Porter Wood Shed also facilitated architectural 
analysis, providing accounts from which changes in the building's character could be evaluated. As relevant, 
CRA also utilized previously completed studies such as the Historic Structure Report for the Governor 
Hendricks Headquarters, completed by the Ball State University Center for Historic Preservation in 2006. 

2. DESCRIPTION 
Summary and Site Description 

The Porter Wood Shed, historically an ancillary building to the Governor Hendricks Headquarters property and 
currently a component of the Corydon SHS, is located on the north side of East Walnut Street, approximately 200 
feet west of its intersection with South Mulberry Street and approximately 355 feet east of North Capitol Avenue 
(SR 337). Directly associated with occupancy and use of the Governor Hendricks Headquarters by Judge 
William A. Porter and his descendants starting in the mid-nineteenth century, the building is a contributing 
resource to the Corydon Historic District, listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 1972. 

Facing south, the building sits to the immediate east of the Governor Hendricks Headquarters and to the 
southwest of the First State Office Building (Figure 10). A contemporary, wood picket fence with a hinged gate 
spans a brick pathway between the wood shed and the Hendricks house, which leads to a restored courtyard set 
within the space created by the house, wood shed, and dry-laid stone retaining wall to the west, east, and north, 
respectively. Extending eastward approximately 48 feet from the southeastern corner of the building, a dry-laid 
stone retaining wall set with an identical section of contemporary picket fence partially encloses the side yard of 
the property. These sections of retaining wall were reinforced with a concrete backing during the 1970s 
restoration of the property.123 

Built into the steep terrain of the hillside, the front-gabled frame building exhibits a rectangular plan, measuring 
18' wide x 30' long, and a full two-story façade and west elevation, while the building is only one story above 
grade at the north and east elevations (Figure 11). A portion of its foundation is composed of the stone retaining 
wall that enframes the courtyard to the west, and the wood shed features a subterranean addition at the northern 
end of the first floor excavated during the building’s restoration in the late 1970s. 

                                                            
123 "Restoration of the Governor’s Headquarters, Corydon, Indiana," [unpublished document], n.d., 1. Located in the files of the Frederick Porter 
Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana, 8. 
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Figure 10. Overview of the Porter Wood Shed, facing northeast (4 June 2014). 

 
Figure 11. Façade and east elevation of the Porter Wood Shed, facing northwest (4 June 2014). 
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General Exterior Details 

 Roof 

o The shed exhibits a front-gabled roof with a 7/12 pitch. 

o The roof is clad in contemporary standing-
seam metal sheeting, painted with a two-
part epoxy, with a standard flat-profile 
ridge cap. Overlapping the gable ends, the 
sheeting is secured to the rake boards. 

o Simple, open wood soffits lie at the eaves. 

 Gutters and Downspouts 

o Half-round, painted galvanized steel 
gutters are hung from the eaves by wire 
hangers on the east and west elevations 
(Figure 12). 

o Connected via elbows, the gutters drain 
into round, galvanized steel downspouts at 
the southern end of the building. The 
eastern downspout extends down the 
façade at the southeast corner, while the 
western downspout extends down the west 
elevation at the southwest corner.  

 Siding and Trim 

o All exterior wood surfaces are painted with 
a cream-colored acrylic paint atop an alkyd 
primer.124 

o The façade is clad in clapboard siding, 
composed of 5” planks, and features simple 
square-profile rake boards and corner 
boards (Figure 13).   

o The side (west and east) and rear (north) 
elevations are clad in board-and-batten. 
Boards are of variable width but generally 
measure 5-½” wide and battens are 2-½” 
wide and 1” thick. Battens are generally 
placed 8-¾” on center.    

                                                            
124 “Exterior Restoration,” 1. 

Figure 12. Eastern gutter and downspout, 
facing northeast (4 June 2014). 

Figure 13. Overview of the façade (south elevation) 
and west elevation, facing northeast (4 June 2014). 
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o Repairs were completed throughout the exterior in 2005, including the replacement of 
approximately 200 linear feet of clapboard on the façade, replacement of rake boards on 
the rear (north) elevation, and replacement of deteriorated battens on the rear and side 
(west and east) elevations. All new wood elements utilized cypress, and components were 
affixed with square-head cut nails.125  

 Foundation 

o The wood shed historically rested on a dry-laid stone foundation on the rear (north) and 
east elevation, extending from the retaining wall in the courtyard to the west. The dry-laid 
stone is visible at grade on the 
east elevation, encompassing the 
southeast corner, and at the 
northwest corner, where the 
stone passes through the western 
wall to form the foundation of 
the north elevation, which is not 
visible above grade (Figure 14). 

o The façade (south elevation) and 
west elevation rest on a poured 
concrete foundation, finished 
with a parge coat on the west 
elevation.  

Exterior: Façade (South Elevation) 

Abutting the public sidewalk to the south, the 
façade provides primary access to the interior of 
the building (Figure 15). Historically, wood was 
placed into the shed at this location, with carts 
pulling up to the entry alongside the road.  

 Windows 

o Two singly-located windows 
front the second story. Each 
window contains a nine-over-six, 
double-hung wood (pine) sash. 
Sashes and jambs were restored 
in 2005.126  

o Sashes are set within a simple 
box-profile, wood frame 
featuring a wood slip sill with 
kerf. 

                                                            
125 Ibid., 1-3. 
126 Ibid., 2. 

Figure 14. Detail of dry-laid limestone at northwest corner 
of the Porter Wood Shed, facing northeast (4 June 2014). 

Figure 15. Façade of the Porter Wood Shed, facing north (4 
June 2014). 
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 Doors 

o Access to the building is provided by a central, double-leaf entry measuring 6’ 6” in 
height and 4’ 9-½” in width. 

o The entry contains two pairs of doors (Figure 16). The outer batten doors are composed 
of tongue-and-groove boards set with a shallow bevel detail. The interior face of each 
door features a simple “ledge and brace” configuration, with diagonal braces set toward 
the hanging jamb, which helps 
maintain tight joints. The doors 
are secured by metal, front-
mounted strap or tee hinges. 
These doors were crafted and 
installed by ISMHS personnel 
between 2012 and 2014.127 

o Inner doors feature a 
contemporary commercial 
assembly with standard 
anodized aluminum rails and 
stiles, glazed with a ¼” 
tempered glass. Each door 
features a push/pull cross bar.    

Exterior: West Elevation 

The wood shed’s west elevation fronts the 
courtyard that was established between the 
house and the shed in the 1840s when Judge 
Porter had the hillside dug out and retaining 
walls constructed (Figure 17). A single 
pedestrian entry provides secondary egress. A 
small planting bed directly abuts the elevation, 
with the brick walkway to the west.  

 Doors 

o A single-leaf pedestrian entry, 
accessed via a brick walkway 
extending from the adjacent 
courtyard, is located at the 
northwestern corner of the 
building (Figure 18).  

                                                            
127 Link Ludington, Chief of Historic Preservation, Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites Corporation, personal communication, 10 June 2014. 

Figure 16. Detail of the façade entry showing the inner and 
outer doors, facing north (4 June 2014). 

Figure 17. West elevation of the Porter Wood Shed, facing 
southeast (4 June 2014). 
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o The entry measures 6’ 9-½” in height and 3’ across and features a solid-core frame door 
installed by ISMHS between 2012 and 2014.128 The door is secured to the jamb by butt 
hinges, possesses a surface-mounted overhead door closer, and features a mortise lock set 
with rectangular escutcheon, thumb latch and grip handle, and inset cylindrical lock. A 
stainless steel kick plate is affixed to 
the bottom of the door.    

Exterior: North Elevation 

Built into the hillside, only the second story of the 
wood shed is visible above grade (Figure 19). A 
pedestrian entry on this elevation opens onto the 
hillside that historically was a portion of the property’s 
side yard. 

 Doors 
o A single-leaf pedestrian entry at the 

northeastern corner provides access to 
the second story of the wood shed. 

o The entry features a batten door 
composed of tongue-and-groove 
boards set with a shallow bevel detail. 
The door is secured to the jamb by butt 
hinges and has a commercial lever 
handle lock set. The door was installed 
by ISMHS personnel between 2012 
and 2014.129  

 Miscellaneous 
o A rectangular, wood louvered 

vent pierces the gable end at 
center. 

o An approximately 2’ 3” x 1’ 6” 
rectangular opening has been cut 
through the wall near center. The 
opening houses a portable air-
conditioning unit, the weight of 
which is supported by a 
rectangular section of oriented 
strand board (OSB) that projects 
from the opening. 

o A single lamp security light is 
surface-mounted to the elevation 
near the northwestern corner. 

                                                            
128 Ibid. 
129 Link Ludington, Chief of Historic Preservation, Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites Corporation, personal communication, 10 June 2014. 

Figure 18. Detail of pedestrian entry on the west 
elevation, facing east (4 June 2014). 

Figure 19. North elevation of the Porter Wood Shed, facing 
southwest (4 June 2014). 
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Exterior: East Elevation 

Nestled into the hillside, like the north elevation, 
only the second story of the wood shed is visible 
above grade (Figure 20). The east elevation exhibits 
no distinguishing features.  

Interior Summary 

The original portion of the building consists of two 
stacked rectangular rooms, with the original wooden 
staircase providing access between the two floors. A 
subterranean restroom addition was constructed at 
the northern end of the first floor as part of the 1970s 
restoration. This area comprises a small vestibule 
that provides access to the flanking men’s and 
women’s restrooms, each containing a single sink 
and stall. A small closet was constructed at the northwestern corner of the second floor. Finishes throughout 
the original portion of the interior are simple in character, mimicking traditional materials such as plaster; 
although, accommodations were made during the 1970s restoration for modern functional systems. 

First Floor: Main Room 

The original portion of the first floor measures 
approximately 28’ 6-½” long and 15’ wide, 
although the space is of variable dimensions due to 
the projection of the stone foundation walls to the 
north and east (Figures 21–22). The room has a 
height of 7’ 3” from floor to ceiling. Pedestrian 
entries are located at the center of the south 
elevation and at the northwest corner along the west 
elevation; there are no windows. At the northeast 
corner, the limestone foundation wall was cut away 
as part of the 1970s restoration, creating a roughly 
4’ passage to the subterranean restroom addition.130 
The original, open wooden staircase runs west to 
east along the northern foundation wall, providing 
access to the second floor. Details of the space are 
provided in Table 3. 

                                                            
130 “Restoration of the Governor’s Headquarters, Corydon, Indiana,” [unpublished document], n.d., 1. Located in the files of the Frederick Porter 
Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana, 8. 

Figure 20. East elevation of the Porter Wood Shed, 
facing west. 

Figure 21. Original first-floor space, facing northeast (4 
June 2014). 
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Figure 22. Original first-floor space, facing southeast (4 June 2014). 
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Table 3. First Floor: Main Room Details. 

Feature Original Materials Replacement Materials 
Walls & Ceiling The south and west walls were originally plaster 

over frame. 
 
 
The north and east walls were originally exposed 
portions of the dry-laid limestone foundation walls 
(Figure 23).  

The south and west walls and the ceiling were 
finished with drywall during the 1977–1979 
restoration.131 
 
Limestone foundation walls were sandblasted and 
pointed during the 1977–1979 restoration. A portion 
of the northern wall was also removed at this time.132 
A portion of the header joists are visible above both 
sections of wall. 

Floor Unknown Brick units measuring 7-½” x 3-½” were installed 
during the 1977–1979 restoration.133   

Doors Double-leaf, batten carriage doors were originally 
located at the center of the south wall. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A single-leaf pedestrian entry occupied the 
northwestern corner along the west elevation. 

The south wall features a central double-leaf 
pedestrian entry measuring 6' 6" x 4' 9-½". The entry 
is occupied by two pairs of doors. The outer doors 
are wood batten doors with a shallow bevel, installed 
between 2012 and 2014 to replicate the original 
carriage doors. Inner doors, dating to the 1977–1979 
restoration, are of a contemporary commercial 
assembly and feature anodized aluminum rail and 
stile members with an inset glass.134 
 
The single-leaf entry measures 6' 9-½” x 3’ and 
contains a contemporary solid-core wood door. This 
door was installed between 2012 and 2014 by 
ISMHS personnel.135 

Windows N/A N/A 

Lighting N/A Contemporary 6-½” canister lights are inset within 
the drywall ceiling, installed as part of the 1977–
1979 restoration. 

Other  Two sets of 5/8” wrought iron tie rods span the room 
from east to west. These were installed at an 
unknown date. 

 Along the north wall, running east to west, an open 
wooden staircase features 2' 8" x 1' 6" treads inset 
in dados along the stringers and provides access to 
the second floor (Figure 24). 

 

  Controls for the security system and thermostat, as 
well as a light switch and phone jack, are located 
along the west wall near the pedestrian entrance at 
the northwest corner; emergency signage is also 
located here. All were originally installed during the 
1977–1979 restoration. 
 

  Electric baseboard heaters, installed during the 
1977–1979 restoration, run along the western and 
eastern walls. 

                                                            
131 Ibid., 9. 
132 Ibid., 7. 
133 Ibid., 10. 
134 Link Ludington, Chief of Historic Preservation, Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites Corporation, personal communication, 10 June 2014. 
135 Ibid. 



II-31 

 
Figure 23. Detail of eastern limestone wall, facing east (4 June 2014). 

 
Figure 24. Original staircase along the northern wall, facing east (4 June 2014). 
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First Floor: Restroom Vestibule 
Created during the 1977–1979 restoration as part of the 
subterranean restroom addition, a rectangular vestibule 
provides access from the rear of the main room to the 
men’s and women’s restrooms (Figure 25). The space 
measures 9’ 5” x 4’ 10-¾”, and has a height of 7’ 3” from 
floor to ceiling. The women’s restroom is entered through 
a door in the west wall, and the men’s restroom is located 
to the north. Details of the space are provided in Table 4. 
Note that, since this space is a contemporary addition to 
the original construction, all details are classified as 
“replacement materials.” 

First Floor: Men’s and Women’s Restroom 

Spanning the northern portion of the rectangular addition, 
the men’s restroom measures 14’ 9” in length, running 
north to south, and is of variable width (Figure 26). The 
women’s restroom occupies the western portion of the 
addition and measures approximately 9’ in length; a small 
utility closet is located in the northeast corner (Figure 27). 
Both restrooms feature contemporary bathroom fixtures, including sinks, mirrors, and stalls. Details of the 
spaces are provided in Table 5. Note that, since these spaces are a contemporary addition to the original 
construction, all details are classified as “replacement materials.” 

Figure 25. Overview of the restroom 
vestibule, facing north (4 June 2014). 

Figure 26. Overview of the men's restroom, 
facing west (4 June 2014). 

Figure 27. Overview of the women's 
restroom, facing west (4 June 2014). 
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Table 4. First Floor: Restroom Vestibule Details. 

Feature Original Materials Replacement Materials 
Walls & Ceiling  Walls are exposed concrete block, painted white. The 

ceiling is clad in drywall. 
Floor  Brick units measuring 7-½” x 3-½” comprise the floor. 
Doors  No door exists between the main room and the 

vestibule leading to the restrooms. An approximately 
4’ section of the original limestone foundation wall 
was removed during the 1977–1979 restoration to 
create this opening between the spaces. 
 
Solid-core metal doors occupy the single-leaf entries 
leading into the restrooms. Each door exhibits a slatted 
vent near its base, a lever handle lock set, and metal 
kick plate. 

Windows  N/A 
Lighting  A wall-mounted fluorescent light fixture with exposed 

tube is mounted in the upper right corner of the west 
wall. 

Other  A fire extinguisher is wall-mounted to a surface plate 
on the west wall below the fluorescent light. 

 
Table 5. First Floor: Men’s and Women’s Restroom Details. 

Feature Original Materials Replacement Materials 
Walls & Ceiling  Walls are clad in 4” square ceramic tile. Ceilings are 

clad in drywall. 
Floor  The floor is clad in sheets of 1” square ceramic tile. 
Doors  Hollow-core metal doors occupy the single-leaf 

entries leading into the restrooms. Each door exhibits 
a slatted vent near its base, a lever handle lock set, and 
metal kick plate. 
 
A wood, louvered door in the northeast corner of the 
women's restroom provides access to a utility closet. 

Windows  N/A 
Lighting  Wall-mounted fluorescent light fixtures with exposed 

tubes. 
Other  The men's restroom contains a single drop-in sink 

basin set in a laminate counter. A mirror lies above. 
Fixtures include a single urinal and toilet, defined by 
metal partitions. 
 
The women's restroom contains a single drop-in sink 
basin set in a laminate counter. A mirror lies above. 
Fixtures include a single toilet, enclosed within a 
metal partition. 

  Both restrooms feature an electric in-wall heater near 
the entry. 
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Second Floor 

The second floor measures approximately 
28’ 6-½” long and 17’-½” wide, although a 
small closet has been carved out of the space 
at the northwest corner (Figures 28). A 
pedestrian entry is located on the northern 
wall at the northeast corner; two windows 
punctuate the south wall. The southern 
three-quarters of the space is divided by a 
central partition wall, measuring 4-¼” wide 
and running north to south. The opening for 
the original staircase runs west to east along 
the northern wall, enwrapped by a wooden 
handrail assembled with square head nails to 
the west and south. Details of the space are 
provided in Table 6. 

 

Table 6. Second Floor Details. 

Feature Original Materials Replacement Materials 
Walls & Ceiling Walls were originally clad in plaster. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fifteen exposed joists, each measuring 2-¼” x 7- 
¼” and set on 2’ 1” centers, ran from east to west 
across the space, tying into the rim joists. 

West and east walls, as well as the western half of 
the south wall, were clad in drywall during the 
1977–1979 restoration; the eastern half of the 
south wall is clad in horizontal board. The western 
wall of the central partition is clad with drywall, 
and the eastern wall of the partition is clad in 8” 
horizontal board.136 
 
A gypsum board ceiling rests on top of the 
original exposed joists. 

Trim Unknown Trim includes a simple 3” plank baseboard along 
the west, north, and east walls and 3-½” square-
profile trim at the closet door and window 
openings. 

Floor Plank of variable dimensions, generally 6-¼”, 
running north to south 

Industrial carpet has been laid over the original 
plank flooring. 

Door A single-leaf pedestrian door opened onto the 
adjacent hillside. 

A wood batten door occupies the single-leaf 
pedestrian entry at the northeastern corner, on the 
north wall. Installed between 2012 and 2014, the 
door is designed to replicate the original design, 
although it features a contemporary, commercial 
lever handle lock set (Figure 29).137 
 
A contemporary 3' wide hollow-core door 
provides access to the closet in the northwest 
corner of the room. 

                                                            
136 “Restoration of the Governor’s Headquarters, Corydon, Indiana,” [unpublished document], n.d., 1. Located in the files of the Frederick Porter 
Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana, 9-11. 
137 Link Ludington, Chief of Historic Preservation, Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites Corporation, personal communication, 10 June 2014. 

Figure 28. Overview of the second floor, facing southwest (4 
June 2014). 
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Feature Original Materials Replacement Materials 
Windows Two windows containing nine-over-six, double-

hung wood sashes punctuated the south wall. 
Windows replicating the original windows were 
installed during the 1977–1979 restoration. The 
windows were restored in 2005. 

Lighting  Contemporary 6-½” canister lights are inset 
within the drywall ceiling, installed as part of the 
1977–1979 restoration. 

Other The original wooden staircase between floors 
runs west to east along the northern wall. The 
hatch opening measures 7' 10-½" x 3' and is 
enclosed by a wood batten door, composed of 3-
¼” planks. 
 
 

Plywood has been affixed to the western end of 
the hatch door (Figure 30). 
 
 
 
 
A set of 5/8” wrought iron tie rods span the room 
from east to west; this was added at an unknown 
date. 
 
A 2’ 3” x 1’ 6” hole has been cut through the 
northern wall to accommodate a portable air-
conditioning unit. 
 
A 3’ 8-½” x 4’ 10-¼” closet lies in the 
northwestern corner, accessed via a 3’ wide door. 
The control box for the alarm system occupies the 
west wall and a 200 amp breaker box is inset 
within the north wall. The closet contains the only 
access point for the attic, which is entered through 
a 1’ 8” x 1’ 5-½” opening (Figure 31).     
 
Light switches, installed as part of the 1977–1979 
restoration, are located immediately west of the 
pedestrian entry in the northeast corner. 

 

 
Figure 29. Pedestrian entry at northeastern corner, facing north (4 June 2014). 
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Figure 30. Batten door at staircase, facing northwest (4 June 2014). 

 
Figure 31. Closet located at northwest corner of the second floor, facing northwest (4 June 2014). 



II-37 

3. CHARACTER-DEFINING FEATURES 
A vernacular construction, the architectural character of the Porter Wood Shed is defined primarily by the 
collective of its principal components, inclusive of both original and replacement materials that retain the 
historical integrity of the building. Complemented by simple, contemporary finishes, the total effect is a 
building that, through a combination of rehabilitation and restoration, has retained its integrity of design, 
materials, and workmanship. 

The exterior is defined by its simple massing, unadorned elevations, and hand-worked materials. Character-
defining features include the profile of the building, the clapboard and board-and-batten sidings; native 
limestone foundation walls; and nine-over-six, double-hung wood sashes. While the various building projects 
dating from the 1977–1979 
restoration forward have 
introduced new materials, 
they are sensitive to the 
vernacular design of the 
construction and interpret 
original materials in a 
historically appropriate 
manner. While not directly 
a component of the building 
itself, the immediate 
contextual setting is also a 
particularly significant 
feature to the character of 
the building. This includes, 
for example, the limestone 
retaining wall that flanks 
the property to the east, 
partially enclosing the side 
yard historically associated 
with the property (Figure 
32). 

On the interior, the most significant feature is the retention of the first and second floor of the building as 
primarily open spaces (Figure 33). Despite some alterations to the spaces through the removal of a portion of 
the limestone retaining wall at the northern end of the first floor and the construction of a small closet in the 
northwestern corner of the second floor, these spaces retain their original open configurations. Also 
particularly significant to the building is the original wooden staircase located along the northern wall, 
providing access between the floors, and the limestone foundation walls to the north and east (Figure 34). 
While the limestone walls were originally dry laid and were pointed during the 1977–1979 restoration 
program, they still, on the whole, continue to define the interior space as the primary architectural feature. On 
the second floor, the primary character-defining feature is the arrangement of exposed joists, which date to the 
building's construction; other original materials include the wood plank floors (covered with carpet) and the 
timber framing members that are exposed at the building’s corners. 

Figure 32. Overview of the Porter Wood Shed, facing northwest (4 June 2014). 
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Figure 33. Overview of the first floor, facing north (4 June 2014). 

 
Figure 34. Overview of the original wood staircase, facing west (4 June 2014). 
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4. DESCRIPTION OF MATERIALS 
Materials utilized in the construction of the Porter Wood Shed include limestone, wood, brick, metals, 
glass, concrete block, ceramic tile, and drywall.  

The most noteworthy material found throughout the Porter Wood Shed is the native limestone taken from 
the site to construct the retaining walls in the courtyard to the west, which form the northern and eastern 
foundation walls of the wood shed. Visible on both the exterior and interior, the incorporation of the 
native limestone physically connects the building to the contextual setting in which it is placed. 

Except for the limestone foundation walls at the north and east elevations, the entire building is 
constructed of wood, with timber corner posts and joists visible on both the first and second floors.  The 
façade is clad in clapboard and the north, west, and east elevations are clad in board-and-batten. Other 
wood elements include the open staircase along the northern wall, including the wooden handrail and 
batten door; batten pedestrian doors on the north, west, and south elevations; plank flooring and trim 
work on the second floor; double-hung window sashes; and plank wall board on the eastern half of the 
south wall of the second story and the eastern face of the central, second-floor partition.  

Brick is limited to the first-floor flooring laid during the 1977–1979 restoration. 

Metals found in the construction of the Porter Wood Shed include the galvanized steel gutters and 
downspouts; standing-seam metal roof; commercial façade entry; hardware on the northern and western 
pedestrian entries; and the wrought iron tie rods that span the first and second floor. Metal is also found 
throughout the subterranean restroom addition in the doors, in-wall heaters, fluorescent light assemblies, 
and stall partitions. 

Glass is only found in the Porter Wood Shed as a tempered inset for the façade commercial entry and as 
glazing in the second-floor window sashes. 

Concrete block is found throughout the subterranean restroom addition at the northern end of the first 
floor. Ceramic tile is also found throughout the subterranean addition, in both the men’s and women’s 
restrooms. 

The first-floor ceiling, west wall, and south wall are clad in drywall, as are the north, west, and east wall 
of the second floor.  

5. RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE ORIGINAL AND CURRENT APPEARANCE AND USE 
No primary documentation exists for the Porter Wood Shed from its period of construction. All 
descriptions of the building’s original appearance, configuration, and use are products of secondary 
accounts, primarily those found in Griffin and Brewster’s 134 Years with Three Generations of Porters 
and Griffins in the Governor’s Headquarters, Corydon, Indiana, compiled by the descendants’ notes on 
the history and evolution of the property.  

Original and Current Appearance 

As described in the aforementioned work, the wood shed was a product of the circa 1845 renovation to 
the property, undertaken following Judge Porter’s acquisition of the property: 

“After Grandfather Porter bought the big brick house, he had the yard back of the 
house on the northeast and north of the back porch dug out to make a small level 
yard and had a high wall of irregular blocks of limestone built on the north side 
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and on the east side of the small yard and put ditches (afterward tile) around back 
of the north room and along the west side of the house to drain the rain water 
from the house. Thomas Crosier of Boone Township built the walls. 
Grandmother Porter made this little back yard into a flower garden where she had 
roses and many other varieties of early flowers. 

The stone wall started at the back and the northeast end of the house (at the 
'wash-house') and running east some distance made a right angle turn to the south 
to the roof of the back porch and then turned directly east again to make the north 
wall and the north foundation for the large woodshed and for the large room 
overhead. 

About 20 feet to the east, this high stone wall turned again to the south, forming 
the east wall of the large woodshed, which wall extended to the front sidewalk. 
This wall was built of irregular blocks of limestone, some of the stones very 
large, place in good position to make what must have been a very straight firm 
high wall, as even today the wall is in good order.”138 

The text also provides basic information regarding the arrangement of the wood shed, as recalled by 
Griffin and Brewster: 

“A very large woodshed occupied the space enclosed by the high stone walls, 
these walls forming the north and east walls of the large woodshed. A second 
story above the woodshed was a very large frame one-room building with floor 
space equal in area to the first floor room or woodshed. The west side and south 
side of this building were entirely frame. Between this large building and the east 
side of the brick dwelling house was a small side yard with brick walk and gate 
leading to the front street pavement along the side of the house... 

The woodshed on the lower floor had large double doors opening upon Walnut 
Street where cord wood could be thrown in from a wagon driven up to the 
doors... 

The very large rectangular frame room above the woodshed had a heavy wooden 
stairway on the north side leading from the woodshed to this upper room. At the 
top of these steps was a heavy hinged door which could be lowered and fastened 
securely to lock the upstairs room. Just at the top of these steps a large doorway 
with a heavy battened door led from the floor of this upper room out into the 
Shrubbery [sic] on the north side of the building. The original wooden stairway 
leading from the lower floor to the upper room of the 'wood shed' is in existence 
today, strong and firm.”139 

No photographs are known to exist from the mid-to late nineteenth century depicting original conditions 
at the site, with the earliest known photographs including the wood shed dating from the first decade of 
the twentieth century. Moreover, no historical photographs of the wood shed’s interior have been located 
at this time, so knowledge of the interior’s original appearance is limited to the descriptions offered by 

                                                            
138 Griffin and Brewster, Three Generations, 40. 
139 Ibid., 43. 
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Griffin and Brewster. The photographs taken circa 1906–1910 clearly indicate that by this time, a false 
front had been added to the façade of the building. Still, though, the photographs provide a good 
indication of the original siding materials and proportions of the window and door openings. They also 
provide documentation of the building’s physical relationship to its setting (Figure 35).  

Into the twentieth century, additional changes occurred at the façade of the building. These changes 
included the enlargement of the carriage door opening to accommodate a garage door, originally a folding 
assembly, which was replaced by an overhead door around 1945.140  These changes, along with general 
deterioration of the building, necessitated restoration activities between 1977 and 1979, following the 
State of Indiana’s acquisition of the property. Today, the wood maintains the character established by the 
1970s site program. 

While the work completed between 1977 and 1979 is generally referred to as restoration, it can perhaps 
more appropriately be considered a combination of both restoration and rehabilitation activities. 
Generally, the exterior was restored to its as-documented appearance, although some allowances were 
made for contemporary use and maintenance of the building. These allowances include the installation of 
a contemporary, commercial entry at the façade – concealed behind contextually-sensitive carriage doors 
– and the installation of gutters and downspouts, which are not present on the west elevation in the 
earliest photographs of the Porter Wood Shed (Figure 36). Other changes include the creation of a 
through-wall opening on the north wall to allow for installation of a portable air-conditioning unit. The 
date for this change is unknown. Excluding these changes, the exterior otherwise generally conforms to 
its historic character, as reflected in early narratives and photographs. Restoration activities in 2005 and 
2012 through 2014, which included the repair and replacement of deteriorated sidings, restoration of the 
double-hung wood sash windows, and installation of new batten doors, have supported the historic 
architectural integrity of the building. 

 
Figure 35. 1910 photograph of Walnut Street, including the Governor Hendricks Headquarters and Porter Wood Shed 
(Source: Griffin and Brewster, Three Generations, 2). 

                                                            
140 Ibid. 
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Figure 36. Circa 1906 photograph of the Governor Hendricks Headquarters and Porter Wood Shed (Source: Photograph 
Files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana). 

As noted, historical information regarding the original interior of the building is limited to secondary 
accounts of the family, which note that the wood shed was defined by its two stacked open rooms, access 
between the two being provided by a wooden staircase. Other original details noted on the interior include 
the exposed joists on the second floor and the dry-laid limestone walls on the first floor. 

The activities carried out in the 1970s on the interior of the wood shed can more appropriately be 
classified as rehabilitation. Here, the project team retained important character-defining features while 
more fully allowing for modern use and stabilization of the building. The open room arrangement of both 
the first and second floor were retained, but the division of space was altered by the creation of a 
subterranean restroom addition at the rear of the first floor, which necessitated removal of a portion of the 
original limestone foundation wall, and the carving out of a small closet in the northwest corner of the 
second floor. Another substantial alteration was the pointing of the dry-laid limestone foundation walls, 
intended to stabilize the structural element. Other changes were introduced in the form of drywall-clad 
ceilings and walls, installation of canister lights, and installation of modern systems, including electrical 
components, security systems, and baseboard heating elements. On the whole, though, such changes have 
been generally non-intrusive to the historic integrity of the building, with the simple, contemporary 
finishes rendered as secondary features to the original materials that remain. 

Original and Current Use 

As with the descriptions of the building’s original design, narratives on the building’s original use are 
provided by Griffin and Brewster: “The bottom floor of this building was used for a wood shed to store 
all the wood needed to operate the seven fireplaces of the house and wash house. The second floor was 
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used for storage.”141 Between 1850 and 1859, the second floor was adapted for use by Judge Porter’s 
daughter, Mary Jane, who held private summer classes in the space between sessions of the public school 
system.142 Following Judge Porter’s death and occupation of the property by Patrick Griffin and family, 
the second floor was used as storage space for Griffin’s store; and, into the 1910s, the first floor was 
converted for use as a garage. 143 The wood shed continued to be used for storage and as a garage until the 
State of Indiana purchased the property. 

As part of the 1977-1979 restoration program, the Porter Wood Shed was adapted for use as the visitors’ 
center for the Corydon State Memorial, now the Corydon SHS. Notes from the restoration work indicate 
that during this time “carpenters put planking on the school room walls in the upstairs of the woodshed,” 
but it is unclear if reference to the second floor as a “school room” at this time was made in relation to the 
space’s historical use or its conversion to an interpretive space designed to accompany the first-floor 
visitors’ center.144 

The Porter Wood Shed continued to be used as a visitors’ center into the late 1990s, but its functions were 
gradually transferred to the Wright Interpretive Center, located in the former Corydon Presbyterian 
Church, on the opposite side of the Governor Hendricks Headquarters. Since then, the first floor of the 
building has been used as an educational space, primarily designed to support presentations to large 
groups. The second floor has been used for storage.   

                                                            
141 Frederick Porter Griffin, “Notes on the Porter-Griffin Home (The Governor's Headquarters), Corydon, Indiana's First State Capital: A 
Registered National Historic Landmark,” [unpublished document], November 1975, 13. Located in the files of the Frederick Porter Griffin Center 
for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana. 
142 “The Woodshed School House,” [unpublished document], n.d. Located in the files of the Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and 
Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana. 
143 Frederick Porter Griffin, “Notes on the Porter-Griffin Home (The Governor's Headquarters), Corydon, Indiana's First State Capital: A 
Registered National Historic Landmark,” [unpublished document], November 1975, 13. Located in the files of the Frederick Porter Griffin Center 
for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana. 
144 “Restoration of the Governor’s Headquarters, Corydon, Indiana,” [unpublished document], n.d., 1. Located in the files of the Frederick Porter 
Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana, 16. 
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C. STRUCTURAL SYSTEM 
CRA completed baseline documentation and assessment of the structural system in association with the 
field documentation completed the week of June 2, 2014. This documentation and assessment was based 
on physical investigation of visible systems and review of historical restoration drawings only; no 
materials were removed or altered in order to expose components otherwise not clearly visible.  

1. DESCRIPTION 
The Porter Wood Shed is built into the steep terrain east of the Governor Hendricks Headquarters, 
exhibiting a rectangular plan and a full two-story façade and west elevation, while the building is only one 
story above grade at the north and east elevations. The structural system is a product of vernacular 
construction, utilizing locally available, and particularly on-site, materials in its design. The 1970s 
restoration of the property introduced minor changes, including, for example, pointing of the original dry-
laid limestone foundation walls. It also introduced contemporary materials in the form of poured concrete, 
concrete block, and dimensional lumber. 

Foundation 

 The north and east foundation walls are a 
continuation of the retaining walls 
constructed in the 1840s to form the 
embankment to the north of the Governor 
Hendricks Headquarters. They are 
composed of irregular, native limestone 
sections, historically dry-laid. As part of 
the 1977–1979 restoration of the 
property, concrete was poured behind the 
stone walls to provide additional 
stability, a waterproofing system was 
installed, and the interior face of the 
limestone foundation walls were 
sandblasted and pointed.145 The 
restoration work also included removal 
of a section of the foundation wall at the 
northeast corner of the building to allow 
for the subterranean restroom addition. 
The exterior of the limestone walls were 
also coated with a waterproofing system 
at this time (Figure 37). 

                                                            
145 “Restoration of the Governor’s Headquarters, Corydon, Indiana,” [unpublished document], n.d., 1. Located in the files of the Frederick Porter 
Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana, 8. 

Figure 37. Detail of limestone foundation wall showing 
pointing, facing north (4 June 2014). 
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 The façade (south elevation) and west elevation rest on a 2’ 6” deep poured concrete footing. 146 
 The subterranean restroom addition to the north of the first floor is founded on 1’ 4” wide poured 

concrete footings.147  
Structure 

 The wall structure is only minimally exposed in certain sections of the second floor, the 
remainder being clad with drywall over insulation.  

 The south and west walls are entirely frame, both first and second floors, while the north and east 
walls are frame at the second story. Wall thickness is as follows, at frame sections: north wall, 4” 
thick; west wall, 1’ 1” thick; east wall, 10” thick; and south wall, 7" thick. 

 Partially visible on the second floor are 7” square timber corner posts. Two intermediate posts, 
measuring 5-½” wide, are visible between the drywall cladding on the east wall of the second 
floor. A 4” square timber posts frames the second floor pedestrian entry to the west. Framing 
members of the west wall are not visible.  

 Hand-hewn, heavy timber header joists spanning the limestone foundation walls are partially 
visible on the first floor, as are the joists spanning the east and west walls on the second floor. An 
exposed section of the framing at the southeastern corner shows that the joist is mortised into the 
corner post (Figure 38). 

 Depicted on the restoration drawings but not visible due to the presence of drywall ceilings, the 
floor joists support the second floor. The construction drawings depict 17 joists running east to 
west, placed on variable centers. 

 The original ceiling joists are exposed on the second floor, the contemporary gypsum board 
ceiling laid above them. The 
14 joists are of variable width 
but measure 7-¼” in height 
and are placed generally 1’9” 
on center. A 4-½” wide 
hanging beam spans the joists 
from north to south at the 
center of the room.  

 Two 5/8” wrought iron tie 
rods span the first floor, from 
east to west, just below the 
drywall-clad ceiling. A single 
5/8” wrought iron tie rod 
spans the second floor from 
east to west. 

 The subterranean restroom 
addition has a poured 
concrete ceiling. 

                                                            
146 Governor’s Headquarters (Corydon, Ind.), 13 October 1977. Drawings on file at Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites Corporation 
Restoration Facility, Madison, Indiana. 
147 Ibid. 

Figure 38. Corner post connection at the southeastern corner of the 
second floor, facing east (4 June 2014). 
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Roof 

 The roof structure connections 
are only partially visible due to 
the presence of insulation. 

 The roof structure is composed 
of 14 common rafters 
measuring 3”x 4” and placed 
1’9” on center. The rafters meet 
at a butt joint; there is no ridge 
board. Struts measuring 2” x 4” 
abut each rafter, supporting the 
tension of the members (Figure 
39). The rafters sit on a head 
plate atop the header joist. 

 Sheathing for the metal roof 
consists of plank of variable 
width, but generally 
measuring 1’ 1-½” wide. 

2. CHRONOLOGY OF ALTERATIONS 

Several alterations have been made to the building's structural system over its history. The most notable 
change to the structural system was completed during the 1977–1979 restoration. This alteration included 
sandblasting and pointing of the original dry-laid limestone foundation walls and removal of a section of 
limestone in the northeast corner of the first floor to create a passage from the original space to the 
subterranean restroom addition at the rear, which has led to significant moisture infiltration at this 
location; minor re-pointing has occurred since the 1970s work. A waterproofing system was also applied 
on portions of the wall during the 1970s restoration, and sections were reinforced with a poured concrete 
backing. At both the first and second floor, wrought iron tie rods spanning the open rooms from east to 
west were added at an unknown date. Other changes to the original structural system include the pouring 
of concrete foundations for the south and east elevation and the installation of struts on the roof rafters, 
which was undertaken at an unknown date. 

3. IDENTIFICATION OF POTENTIAL STRUCTURAL ISSUES 

A visual assessment of the structural system was completed in association with the preparation of this 
report. This assessment was based on physical observation only; neither invasive testing nor mechanical 
investigation was employed on structural systems during the investigation in order to ascertain the 
integrity of any materials. 

While several condition issues were identified during the investigation (see Section III.A.1. Identification 
of Apparent Condition Issues), few issues, at this time, can be classified as structural based on physical 
investigation. However, a few issues warrant further monitoring as they could lead to structural 
instability. Of particular note is the moisture infiltration and resultant deterioration evident in historic 
framing members. While a majority of the staining and deterioration evident on joists, corner posts, and 
other structural members appears to be inactive, other areas continue to suffer from deterioration. This is 

Figure 39. Roof structure from the attic opening, facing east (4 June 2014). 
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most notable on the first floor at the 
juncture between the original space and 
the restroom vestibule where a section 
of the limestone foundation wall was 
removed during the 1970s restoration. 
The heavy timber member now spans 
the opening as a lintel of sorts and 
shows considerable deterioration at its 
eastern terminus, with an approximately 
2" x 4" x 11" area of surface loss (Figure 
40). Staining along the drywall, brick 
floors, and limestone in the same area 
further illustrate the degree of moisture 
infiltration over time. Personnel of the 
Corydon SHS indicate that water has 
historically penetrated the area where the 
two spaces adjoin, and such infiltration 
continues presently, although to a lesser 
degree. Still, the moisture entry is substantial enough to warrant staff keeping a trash can in this area to 
collect water that penetrates the joint. While it does not presently pose an immediate risk, should water be 
allowed to continue entering this location, the structural integrity of framing members could continue to 
be eroded.  

It should be noted that due to the presence of insulation and electrical systems in the attic space a 
comprehensive review of conditions could not be completed. Moisture staining and surface loss were 
noted on members at the eave that were visible from the attic opening, but they could not be inspected 
closely.  

4. SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTHER ANALYSIS 

Moisture problems have historically plagued the Hendricks property, as evidenced by Judge Porter's 
digging out of the hillside as an early corrective method. Such problems have continued into the present 
day, particularly during heavy rains. Corydon SHS personnel indicate that the first floor of the wood shed 
has flooded in the recent past and is prone to do so during periods of significant, sustained rainfall.148 
Wood framing members with visible evidence of moisture damage should be inspected by a qualified 
engineer in order to formally determine structural integrity and active conditions. In addition, as noted, 
conditions did not permit an exhaustive review of the roof framing members, but deterioration was 
evident on several members at the eave, where the soffits show significant deterioration on the exterior. 
The roof framing members should be investigated by a qualified engineer. Finally, significant 
deterioration of the southwestern cornerboard is evident on the exterior. Should this element be replaced 
in the future, the underlying corner post should be investigated in order to determine if it has also 
succumbed to moisture penetration. 

                                                            
148 Bec Riley, Site Administrator, Corydon State Historic Site, Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites Corporation, personal communication, 4 
June 2014. 

Figure 40. Deterioration at the juncture between the original first 
floor space and the subterranean restroom vestibule (4 June 
2014). 



 

 

 



 

III. CONDITION ASSESSMENT, OPTIONS FOR  
 INTERPRETATION, OPTIONS FOR RESTORATION AND  
 MAINTENANCE PLAN

 



 



III-1 

A. CONDITION ASSESSMENT 
CRA completed a baseline condition assessment of the Porter Wood Shed in association with the 
preparation of this report. The assessment of material conditions and apparent issues was based on 
physical observation only; no invasive testing was conducted during the assessment.  

1. IDENTIFICATION OF APPARENT CONDITION ISSUES 
Generally, the Porter Wood Shed can be classified as in fair to good condition. While a number of 
condition issues can be attributed to the general weathering of materials over time, many identified issues 
are the product of continued moisture problems at the site precipitated by its topography, and others are 
the product of component failure. As evidenced by past repairs at the site over the last 10 years, ISMHS 
and Corydon SHS are aware of many such concerns and have worked to address such concerns in a 
manner that respects the building's historic integrity. Details regarding identified condition issues on the 
exterior and interior are described in the tables below, with recommendations made for general treatment 
strategies. Additional photographs depicting condition issues are located in Appendix H. 

Table 7. Façade (South Elevation): Identified Condition Issues. 

Feature Condition Issue Recommendation 
Clapboard and Trim Paint deterioration is evident throughout the 

façade’s clapboard and trim, particularly 
along the rake boards. Generally, the 
deterioration is the product of natural 
weathering, although some area evidence 
deterioration from moisture (Figure 41). 
 
The lower half of the western cornerboard is 
severely deteriorated, exhibiting 
delaminating paint, splintering, and wet rot 
(Figure 42). 
 
 
 
Some joints between clapboards exhibit 
deteriorated seal. 

Sand, prime, and paint areas of 
deterioration as necessary. 
 
 
 
 
 
Given the advanced state of deterioration, 
this portion of cornerboard should be 
replaced with in-kind material. However, 
such issues will manifest themselves again 
if moisture issues at this location are not 
resolved. 
 
Seal joints with new putty as necessary. 

Windows 
 

Window sashes and casings exhibit minor 
paint deterioration, primarily along the top of 
the sill (Figure 43). Moisture has also wicked 
into the uncoated ends of the sills, and some 
paint failure is evident on the bottom of the 
sill, along the kerf. 
 

Scrape, prime, and paint window casings 
and sashes at areas of paint failure. 
 

Entry 
 

Moisture penetration is evident at the façade 
entry. The flashing above the entry is not 
properly sealed against the clapboard, the 
joint having deteriorated (Figure 44). 
 
The inner faces of the outer doors exhibit 
some staining and mold spore development 
along the top edge. 
 
The brick floor extending into the entry 
opening exhibits mortar loss.  

Reseal joint between the flashing and 
clapboard to ensure that water cannot 
penetrate the opening. 
 
 
Clean growth with water and detergent and 
a medium-bristle brush. Sand, prime, and 
paint surfaces as necessary after cleaning. 
 
Re-point brick flooring in areas of 
deterioration. 
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Figure 41. Representative section of clapboard siding with paint loss, facing northeast (4 June 2014). 

 
Figure 42. Severely deteriorated cornerboard on the façade, facing northwest (4 June 2014). 
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Figure 43. Deteriorating paint on second-story window sill, facing northeast (4 June 2014). 

 
Figure 44. Deteriorated joint at flashing over façade entry, facing northeast (4 June 2014). 
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Table 8. West Elevation: Identified Conditions Issues. 

Feature Condition Issue Recommendation 
Foundation 
 

The foundation exhibits a deteriorated parge coat 
and minor biological growth in localized areas 
(Figure 45). 

Clean biological growth with a water and 
detergent solution and stiff brush. After 
cleaning, reapply the parge coat. 

Roof and Soffit The soffit is deteriorated at both ends, exhibiting 
delaminating paint and wet rot (Figure 46). 

Stabilize soffit until a roof replacement project 
is completed. Replace deteriorated soffits in 
association with roof replacement. 

Gutter and Downspout 
 

Downspout exhibits paint delamination, and it is 
currently not connected to its in-ground drain. 

Reconnect downspout to below-grade drain tile 
to facilitate dispersion of water from the site. 

Board and Batten 
 

Portions of the board and batten have been replaced 
over the last decade to resolve condition issues with 
deteriorated units. The siding is currently in good 
condition, although there are localized area of 
biological growth, stress cracks, and poor patching 
between replacement materials (Figure 47).  
 
Significant deterioration of the cornerboard, 
evidenced by delaminating paint and wet rot. 

Fill cracks and seal deteriorated joints with 
wood putty, sand, prime, and paint. Treat 
biological growth with a water and detergent 
solution using a medium bristle brush. After 
cleaning, sand, prime, and paint treated areas. 
 
 
Given the advance state of deterioration, this 
section of cornerboard should be replaced with 
a new piece, finished to match in-kind.  

Door 
 

The door at the pedestrian entry exhibits signs of 
moisture penetration, including rust stains at the 
hinges and closer and spore development on the 
kickplate.  
 
The door has split on the inner face of the hinge 
stile at its base, and it is splintering at the top of the 
lock stile. 

Clean door as necessary with a water and 
detergent solution. Finish treated or stained 
areas by sanding, priming, and painting.  
 
 
Fill crack with wood putty, then sand, prime, 
and paint. Build up splintered area with 
consolidant as necessary then sand, prime, and 
paint. 

 

 
Figure 45. Deteriorated parge coat and biological growth on concrete foundation, facing east (4 June 2014). 
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Figure 46. Deteriorated soffit at southwest corner, facing northwest (4 June 2014). 

 
Figure 47. Representative example of loose joint at patched board and battens, facing northeast (4 June 2014). 
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Table 9. North Elevation: Identified Conditions Issues. 

Feature Condition Issue Recommendation 
Foundation 
 

With the building cut into the hillside along the north 
elevation, the terrain is eroding at the foundation line, 
leading water into the building (Figure 48). 
 

Build up foundation to create a swell to 
direct water away from the building. Given 
the degree of water penetration at this 
location, consider excavating a small area 
around the foundation to investigate the 
condition of installed barriers. 

Board and Batten 
 

Near grade, there is isolated evidence of surface loss 
to the board-and-batten siding. Splintering of wood 
and crazing of paint is also apparent in localized 
areas. 
 
 
 
The large opening in which the portable air-
conditioning unit sits is unsealed, leaving significant 
gaps on all sides. In addition, the boards that have 
been cut to accommodate the opening exhibit 
cracking and delaminating paint (Figure 49). 

Treat deteriorated wood with a wood 
hardener and consolidant or install a 
dutchman repair to remove the deteriorated 
portions. Paint deterioration is minor. 
Continue to monitor and scrape, prime, and 
paint, as necessary. 
 
This opening should be permanently sealed 
to limit air and moisture infiltration into the 
building. Once sealed, it should be clad with 
in-kind materials. If there is no desire to 
close this opening, the gaps around the air-
conditioning unit should be sealed. 

Door 
 

The contemporary wood threshold exhibits paint loss 
and water stains. It is also very loose, providing an 
unstable footing. 
 
The jamb has been patched in several areas with 
dutchman repairs that do not fit securely. These have 
left gaps for air and moisture infiltration, and insect 
nests are visible within one of the larger gaps. 
 
The door does not fit securely within the opening. 
There are presently gaps at the top, bottom, and lock 
stile that allow moisture and air infiltration. 

Secure loose threshold and monitor for 
water infiltration. 
 
 
Remove previously installed dutchman 
repairs that do not currently fit snugly, and 
replace with new units. The entire jamb 
could also be reconstructed. 
 
 
Adjust door to appropriately fit its opening. 

 



III-7 

 
Figure 48. Eroding terrain at the rear (north) pedestrian entry, facing southwest (4 June 2014). 

 
Figure 49. Unsealed opening, split boards, and delaminating paint at north wall, facing southeast (4 June 2014). 
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Table 10. East Elevation: Identified Conditions Issues. 

Feature Condition Issue Recommendation 
Board and Batten 
 

Localized areas of deteriorated board-and-batten 
along stone foundation, which acts as a shelf for 
standing water (Figure 50).  
 
Isolated locations of minor crazing in painted 
surfaces.  

Treat deteriorated wood with a wood hardener and 
consolidant, then sand, prime, and paint. 
 
 
Deteriorated paint is presently minor. Continue to 
monitor for deterioration and sand, prime, and paint 
as necessary. 

Roof and Soffit 
 

The metal roof has localized areas where the 
epoxy coating has deteriorated, exposing the 
metal surface beneath. These areas have begun 
to rust (Figure 51). 
 
The soffit is deteriorated at either end, exhibiting 
delaminating paint, splintering, and wet rot. 

Consider replacement of metal roof.  
 
 
 
 
Stabilize soffit until a roof replacement project is 
completed. Replace deteriorated soffits in 
association with roof replacement. 

Gutter and Downspout Localized areas of rust at some wire hangers.  Complete detailed inspection of the gutters, 
checking for surface loss. Paint surfaces as necessary 
to protect underlying metal. 

 

 
Figure 50. Deteriorated board-and-batten along stone foundation on east elevation, facing west (4 June 2014). 

 
Figure 51. Deteriorated roof epoxy and rusted exposed surfaces, facing southwest (4 June 2014) 
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Table 11. First Floor, Main Room: Identified Conditions Issues. 

Feature Condition Issue Recommendation 

Ceiling 
 

Two sections of drywall near the eastern wall 
have been repainted and do not currently 
match the surrounding surfaces. Discussions 
with Corydon SHS personnel indicated that 
this was not because of past damage144; 
however, on the second floor, in the vicinity 
of these areas, there are noticeable 
differences in the floor boards (Figure 52).  
 
An approximately 2" x 4" area of dry wall 
has been inset within a deteriorated area at 
the northern limestone wall, adjacent to the 
western wall of the restroom vestibule 
(Figure 53). 
 
There is significant deterioration and staining 
to the timber framing members at the 
juncture of the original first-floor space and 
the restroom vestibule.  

Paint areas to match remainder of ceiling 
surface, and monitor area for future 
deterioration. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Remove temporary patch and replace with 
a permanent patch, sealed to the adjacent 
drywall with compound, finished to match. 
Monitor area for continued water 
infiltration. 
 
Given the continuing problems with 
moisture infiltration in this area, 
consideration should be given to 
excavating around the north elevation 
where the restroom addition was created to 
determine if any of the barriers installed in 
the 1970s have failed. A swell in the 
landscape should also be established along 
the north and east elevation to direct water 
away from the site. 

Walls 
 

Minor areas of biological growth are evident 
on the eastern limestone wall at the floor 
(Figure 54).  
 
Minor instances of hairline cracks in the 
mortar of the northern and eastern foundation 
walls. 
 
Gaps between the northern limestone wall 
and the abutting drywall are unsealed.  
 
Significant staining is evident on the eastern 
limestone foundation wall at the juncture of 
the original first-floor space and the restroom 
vestibule. 

Clean biological growth with a water and 
detergent solution using a stiff brush. 
 
 
Patch cracks using Type N mortar, and 
monitor for any instability that may cause 
such cracking. 
 
Cut a new section of drywall to fit the 
opening, or seal existing gap. 
 
Inspect juncture for source of runoff . 
Treat stone sections with warm water 
before trying stronger methods. Treat 
stone sections with mineral water and 
medium-bristle brush, then use a poultice 
to remove the stain from the stone, testing 
in an inconspicuous area first 

Floor 
 

Localized areas of mortar loss are evident 
throughout the brick floor. 
 

Point mortar as necessary. 

Staircase 
 

Inactive staining on some wood members at 
the staircase opening. 

Monitor areas for future moisture 
penetration. 

Systems 
 

Some electric baseboard units exhibit rust on 
metal casing. 

Monitor areas for future moisture 
infiltration. 

 

                                                            
144 Ibid. 
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Figure 52. Repainted and patched drywall on ceiling near the center of the eastern wall, facing north (4 June 2014). 

 
Figure 53. Staining, deterioration, and patch at the restroom addition, facing southwest (4 June 2014). 
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Figure 54. Biological growth on limestone foundation wall, facing east (4 June 2014). 

Table 12. First Floor, Vestibule: Identified Conditions Issues. 

Feature Condition Issue Recommendation 
Ceiling 
 

The drywall exhibits a water stain along the 
eastern wall near the vestibule's juncture with 
the original first floor space (Figure 55). 

Re-paint area to match surrounding areas. 

Walls 
 

Staining along wall adjacent to the eastern 
limestone foundation wall at the juncture 
between the vestibule and original first-floor 
space. 
 
A small area of the western concrete block 
wall has been cut away near the northwest 
corner. 

Clean, prime, and paint as necessary. 
Consider inserting a new section of 
drywall if stains are not easily removed. 
 
 
Prepare a temporary form, clean the area 
surrounding the hole, and use a ready-mix 
concrete to fill the hole. 

Floor 
 

Brick floor exhibits staining, discoloration, 
mortar loss, and rust stains (Figure 56). 
 

Point mortar as necessary. Monitor for 
continued moisture infiltration causing 
stains and discoloration. If excess 
materials from the 1970s restoration exists, 
new brick units can be installed to replace 
damaged units. 
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Figure 55. Drywall cracks and staining at the eastern vestibule wall, facing east (4 June 2014). 

 
Figure 56. Discoloration and staining at the juncture of the restroom vestibule and main room (4 June 2014). 
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Table 13. First Floor, Restrooms: Identified Conditions Issues. 

Feature Condition Issue Recommendation 
Ceiling Differentiations in paint color in the women's 

restroom likely indicate areas of past 
patching. 

Monitor areas. 

Walls 
 

Several ceramic tiles on the northern wall of 
the women's restroom adjacent to the utility 
closet are broken. 

Replace ceramic tiles to match surrounding in-
kind. 

Doors 
 

The metal door frames at both restrooms 
exhibit surface loss and significant rust 
accumulation (Figure 57). 

Rusted through metal frames cannot be 
seamlessly repaired. Current deterioration does 
not pose a significant issue but consideration 
should be given to replacing frames depending 
on future use of the building. 

Fixtures Numerous bathroom fixtures exhibit surface 
rust, including the sink in the men's restroom, 
the women's toilet, and paper holders. In 
addition, the urinal in the men's restroom is 
currently sealed off. 

Depending on future use, consider refinishing 
deteriorated surfaces and replacing non-
functional components. 

 

 
Figure 57. Example of surface loss and rusting at restroom entries, facing southwest (4 June 2014). 
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Table 14. Second Floor: Identified Conditions Issues. 

Feature Condition Issue Recommendation 
Ceiling 
 

There are water stains throughout the 
exposed joists, although they largely appear 
to be inactive. 

Monitor for moisture infiltration. 

Walls 
 

The large opening cut through the north wall 
to accommodate the portable air-conditioning 
unit is unsealed, allowing air and moisture 
infiltration.  
 
Water stains are evident above and below the 
window openings on the north wall, but are 
particularly prevalent around the eastern 
window (Figure 58). 
 

Enclose opening or seal around air-conditioning 
unit. 
 
 
 
Stains appear to be inactive, but these areas should 
be monitored for ongoing moisture infiltration. 
 

Floor 
 

Near the center of the eastern wall, the carpet 
exhibits several stains. There is a noticeable 
deflection in one or two of the plank floor 
boards beneath what would appear to 
correspond with the re-painted drywall areas 
on the first floor; however, due to the 
presence of the carpet, the floor boards were 
not observable (Figure 59). 

Visual inspection of this area was not possible at 
the time of the investigation, thus no 
recommended action can be made. It is 
recommended that this area be examined to 
determine if there is some level of deterioration or 
an unseated floor board. 

Staircase The hatch door for the staircase exhibits 
localized water stains and rusted water stains. 
Located directly below the portable air-
conditioning unit, the door has been affixed 
with plywood sheeting at its western end. 

Monitor area for moisture accumulation. Removal 
of the air-conditioning unit will alleviate issues in 
this area. 

Door The door presently does not shut completely. 
Gaps are visible at the top, bottom, and along 
the lock rail.  

Reset door to fit the opening. 

Windows 
 

Minor water stains are located on the casing 
of the eastern window. The trim work has 
pulled away from the wall to the east. 
 
Very minor paint loss is evident, but there is 
dirt accumulation and staining at the sill and 
meeting rail. 

Reaffix trim to the wall. Water stains appear to be 
inactive but this area should be monitored for 
future infiltration. 
 
Dry brush loose debris and accumulation. If 
necessary, clean area with water and detergent 
solution with a medium bristle brush. 
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Figure 58. Representative section of staining on plank cladding of the south wall, facing south (4 June 2014). 

 
Figure 59. Location of shifting floor boards, facing north (4 June 2014). 
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Table 15. Attic: Identified Conditions Issues. 

Feature Condition Issue Recommendation 
Framing Only a small portion of framing members 

could be observed during the field 
investigation. Based on visible evidence, 
there appears to be some spore development 
on the underside of the sheathing and water 
damage along timber members at the eave 
(Figure 60). 

Complete an exhaustive investigation of 
framing members and retain specialists, 
such as a structural engineer, as necessary.  

Ventilation Opening Several small wasp nests are located in the 
opening 

Carefully remove wasp nests from the 
opening. 

 

 
Figure 60. Spore development on roof sheathing, facing east (4 June 2014). 
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2. POSSIBLE PRIORITIES FOR PRESERVATION OR CONSERVATION 
Recommendations for mitigating current condition issues associated with the Porter Wood Shed are 
provided in Table 16, below. Treatments are presented in a recommended priority order, based primarily 
on the potential for the identified condition issues to intensify and/or affect the structural or historical 
integrity of the resource. 

Table 16. Treatment Recommendations for the Porter Wood Shed 

Priority Level Description 
First Tier Repair and repaint or replace metal roof and wood soffits, re-hang gutters 

 
 Replace deteriorated southwestern cornerboard 

 
 Assess structural integrity of deteriorated joists and roof framing members 

 
 Address water infiltration at juncture between original first-floor space and the restroom vestibule, create 

positive drainage, and consider excavating exterior to inspect/replace barriers 
 
Reconnect western downspout to drain tile 
 

 Reseal joints around flashing at façade entry and clean outer doors 
 
Sand, prime, and paint deteriorated paint on south elevation windows 
 
Enclose opening on north wall currently occupied by the air-conditioning unit 
 
Reconstruct pedestrian entry jamb on north elevation and reset door to fit the opening 

Second Tier Clean stains on limestone foundation walls 
  

Patch and seal gaps and cracks in clapboard joints and board-and-batten, apply wood hardeners and 
consolidants as necessary, and then sand, prime, and paint. Prime and paint other exterior surfaces with 
deterioration and weathering concurrently. 
 
Re-point brick floors  
 

 Remove biological growth from foundation and repair parge coat 
  
Clean and repair pedestrian entry on the west elevation 
 

Third Tier Remove wasp nests from attic 
 Reset window trim on south elevation 

 
Paint drywall on the interior where stains are present 

  
Re-point limestone walls 

  
Replace broken ceramic tiles in restroom 
 
Fill hole in concrete block wall in restroom vestibule 
 
Refinish bathroom fixtures and replace non-functional components 
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3. OBSERVATIONS REGARDING APPROPRIATENESS OF BUILDING FABRIC 
The work completed during the 1977–1979 restoration and subsequently has managed to strike a balance 
between retaining the primary character-defining features of the building and incorporating new material, 
as necessary, to supplement original and historic materials. All deteriorated wood components have, for 
example, been restored or replaced in-kind with comparable materials of identical dimension. While there 
have been some alterations, such as pointing of the limestone walls that is not consistent with the original 
appearance, such was necessary to provide for long-term stability of the wall and building. Where modern 
finishes have been installed throughout the original portions of the first and second floor, they are simple 
in character and are clearly conveyed as secondary components to the original design and materials of the 
building. 

4. SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER ANALYSIS 
Water infiltration and discharge at the site continues to be the most significant problem and is the primary 
cause of the majority of issues identified in the building, from staining around window openings to 
interior leaks to deterioration of structural members. As previously noted, the primary area of concern is 
at the juncture of the original first floor space and the restroom vestibule where Corydon SHS personnel 
indicate that water continues to infiltrate. While past efforts have been made to establish positive drainage 
at the site, consideration should be given to excavating a portion of the hillside in the immediate vicinity 
of the north elevation to determine if barriers installed during the 1970s have failed or deteriorated, 
facilitating moisture penetration into the building. Working with a landscape engineer to reassess past 
efforts undertaken at the site to create positive drainage is also recommended in determining the best 
long-term use of the site. 
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B. OPTIONS FOR INTERPRETATION 
1. IDENTIFICATION OF PERIODS OF SIGNIFICANCE 
A single period of significance has been identified for the Porter Wood Shed: the Judge William A. Porter 
Period, 1843-1884. It was during the occupation of the former Hendricks property by Judge William A. 
Porter that the wood shed was built circa 1845. As an ancillary structure, its significance is primarily 
derived from its association with the larger Hendricks property and the transformation that occurred at the 
site following Porter's purchase of the property. This transformation includes the digging out of the rear 
(north) hillside and construction of the dry-laid limestone retaining walls, which form a portion of the 
wood shed's foundation. As a functional element of the landscape, designed to support the Porter family's 
occupation of the house during the mid- to late-nineteenth century, the wood shed also helps illuminate 
patterns of land use and daily life for the Porter family.  It is during this period of significance that the 
upper story of the wood shed was also used as a school by Porter's daughter, Mary Jane. Open from 1850 
to 1859, the upper-story classroom provided an important community venue for those that desired more 
than what could be found at the developing public school system. 

2. OPTIONS FOR PERIODS OF INTERPRETATION 
Presently, interpretation of the Porter Wood Shed is limited in scope and methods. For example, there are 
no interpretive displays directly associated with the site and, with the building used as support space for 
tour groups, meetings, and events, there is little opportunity for the building to specifically support 
interpretive programming reflective of a particular period. Should ISMHS so desire to provide additional 
interpretation of the Porter Wood Shed as part of the Cordon SHS, though, a portable interpretive display 
with information regarding the wood shed and the surrounding site, referencing the circa 1845 
renovations of the property, could be created. As a portable unit, the display could be set in the tree yard 
directly in front of the Porter Wood Shed or it could be set just inside the façade entry, depending on the 
needs and availability of the staff. Such passive interpretation would support direct interpretation of the 
site by Corydon SHS personnel during the tour of the Hendricks property. 

While it would limit the building's ability to support group tours and events, as well as its storage 
functions, the wood shed could be fitted with period appropriate furnishes on the first floor relating to the 
historical function of the building as a wood shed. The second floor could be fitted with furnishings to 
reflect its use as a school house by Mary Jane Porter. However, it must be acknowledged that since 
limited information is available regarding the interior of the building, such interpretation would have to 
largely rely on period-appropriate pieces that may or may not reflect what was historically present. 
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C. OPTIONS FOR RESTORATION 
1. SUGGESTIONS FOR OPTIONS FOR RESTORATION 
The National Park Service defines restoration as "the act or process of accurately depicting the form, 
features, and character of a property as it appeared at a particular period of time by means of the 
removal of features from other periods in its history and reconstruction of missing features from the 
restoration period."145 Presently, the Porter Wood Shed generally reflects its period of significance, 
dating to Judge Porter's occupation of the property from 1843 to 1884. The 1970s restoration 
activities and subsequent work at the site have been sensitive to the historical integrity of the exterior 
and utilized in-kind materials to return the Porter Shed to what it was historically. There were, 
however, some liberties undertaken on the interior that would be generally infeasible to reverse at this 
time to perfectly restore the building to its period of significance. Such actions would include removal 
of the subterranean restroom addition, reconstruction of the limestone wall in the northeast corner, 
and removal of the pointing on the limestone walls. On the second floor, restoration activities would 
necessitate the removal of the closet, removal of the carpet over the plank flooring, and removal of 
the central partition. Given the changes, then, it would seem most appropriate that personnel at the 
site continue to work with an eye toward preventative maintenance and continue to engage a 
philosophy of rehabilitation, which is defined by the National Park Service as "the act or process of 
making possible a compatible use for a property through repair, alterations, and additions while 
preserving those portions or features which convey its historical, cultural, or architectural values."146 
Rehabilitation, then, allows for some changes so long as the primary character-defining features of a 
property are retained. It is in such a role that the Porter Wood Shed can best support the functions of 
the site.. 

2. SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE FOUND THROUGH RESEARCH FOR EACH OPTION 
While few historical photographs exist and they do not date until the early-twentieth-century, 
understanding of the building's original appearance and fabric is supported by secondary narratives of 
descendant and local historian Frederick Porter Griffin, who spent nearly his entire life in the house. 
New materials added to the Porter Wood Shed are limited to those utilized in the construction of the 
subterranean restoration and vestibule and simple finishes like the drywall installed throughout the 
frame portions of the building, which are rendered as secondary elements to the significant character-
defining features. 

3. IMPACT OF RESTORATION OPTIONS ON HISTORIC FABRIC 
No treatments that can be categorized as restoration are recommended for the Porter Wood Shed. 

                                                            
145 National Park Service, Restoration as Treatment, http://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/four-treatments/treatment-restoration.htm (11 June 
2014). 
146 National Park Service, Rehabilitation as Treatment, http://www.nps.gov/TPS/standards/four-treatments/treatment-rehab.htm (11 June 
2014). 
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D. SUGGESTIONS FOR MAINTENANCE PLAN 
Below are recommended maintenance activities to be carried out at the Porter Wood Shed. Regular 
maintenance of the monument will not only enhance the aesthetics of the property, but it will also 
facilitate appropriate repair of deficiencies before they come to compromise the monument’s historic or 
structural integrity. Particularly important in developing a maintenance plan for the Porter Wood Shed is 
the recognition that regular, proactive inspection of the structure to monitor for issues is the most 
important step that can be carried out in being a proper steward of the site. Planned maintenance designed 
to prevent problems that can be expected to occur during the life of a building will not only facilitate 
project completion but also help address minor issues before they become more serious. 
 
Broadly, there are two primary considerations that are important to reinforce in developing a maintenance 
plan for the Porter Wood Shed: 
 

 Maintenance must be a product of planned, cyclical action. A maintenance program will only be 
successful if it is carried out with regular action. In the absence of a preferred model, it is 
recommended that a seasonal maintenance cycle be adopted. In this, the Porter Wood Shed would 
be inspected during the fall of each year for items to be addressed during the yearly program; 
issues of immediate concern would be addressed right away. During the winter, plans would be 
developed for addressing the identified issues, to be completed in the spring. Once items are 
completed in the spring, the building's treatment program and the annual inspection checklist can 
be evaluated for necessary changes during the summer before the cycle begins again in the fall. 

 
 Maintenance must address the cause of problems, not just the symptoms: While the easiest and 

quickest solution to a problem is often just to fix the issues readily apparent, condition issues are 
likely to reappear if the source of the problem is not identified and addressed. 

 
1. LIST OF ROUTINE MAINTENANCE ITEMS 
 
Foundation 

 
 Maintain site drainage. Positive drainage away from the Porter Wood Shed must be provided in 

order to lessen the potential for moisture infiltration, particularly in consideration of the building's 
history of moisture-related issues. As necessary, soil should be built-up to stabilize slopes and fill 
depressions. Soil and wood siding elements should not touch one another, with a 6" zone 
generally left between the two. 
 

 Remove debris and vegetation. The Porter Wood Shed should be investigated periodically in 
order to trim back or remove any vegetation in the immediate vicinity of the wood shed. Also, 
buildup of natural debris alongside the foundation must be removed periodically so as not to 
allow accumulation and water buildup.  
 

 Clean biological growth. Discolorations caused by algae and mildew should be removed as they 
appear. Generally, using plain water and a soft bristle brush is sufficient to remove such growths. 
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Roof, Gutters, and Downspouts 
 

 Remove debris. While there are not trees in the immediate vicinity of the Porter Wood Shed, 
gutters and downspouts should be inspected regularly in order to check for debris that can, for 
example, be carried by birds or squirrels and accumulate in the gutters. Use a garden house as 
necessary to flush out the gutters and the downspouts. 
 

 Maintain intact surfaces. The surfaces of the metal gutters and downspouts need to remain intact 
in order to appropriately channel water away from the site. Components should be inspected for 
deteriorated paint and signs of rust on a regular basis. Deteriorated sections can be patched with 
an epoxy adhesive as a short-term solution. 
 

 Maintain correct water flows. Gutters should be evaluated periodically in order to ensure that they 
retain the correct alignment, leading to the downspouts, and that the downspouts are connected to 
the in-ground drains. Gutters should be reset as necessary. If gutters are found to be sagging in 
certain locations, wood blocking may be an appropriate solution for stabilizing it. 
 

 Maintain roof coatings. With significant sun exposure, the epoxy coating on the metal sheeting 
will deteriorate over time. The roof cladding should be scraped and repainted in localized areas as 
necessary in order to maintain protective coatings. When applying new coatings, wash and 
properly prepare the area beforehand in order to facilitate strong adhesion to the material. 

 
Walls and Trim 
 

 Clean deteriorated surfaces. Vertical surfaces should not be cleaned purely for aesthetic reasons. 
They should only be cleaned when surface deposits are causing or disguising deterioration that 
needs to be addressed. If cleaning is undertaken, always start with the gentlest means possible. 
This includes applying water with a natural bristle brush. As necessary, a mild phosphate-free 
detergent may be added to the water, but it should be used only sparingly. Abrasive, mechanical, 
and high-pressure treatments are not appropriate. 
 

 Maintain protective coatings. Deteriorated paint should be addressed as soon as possible as 
exposed wood surfaces are susceptible to water infiltration and light degradation. Surfaces should 
be prepared, primed, and spot painted as necessary. Loose and deteriorated paint should be 
removed to sound substrate and surfaces should be lightly sanded in order to improve the material 
bond. The compatibility of new primer and topcoats with existing coatings should be evaluated 
prior to undertaking work. 
 

 Repair deteriorated joints. Due to weathering and shifts in the building itself, joints between 
clapboards and board and batten siding are prone to breakdown over time. Joints should be 
inspected periodically in order to ensure tight connections between all cladding materials. 
Deteriorated caulk, putty, and sealant should be removed, surfaces should be cleaned, and new 
compounds should be applied. 
 

 Patch cracks and deteriorated sections. Cracks in wood members and areas of surface loss should 
be patched as necessary in order to maintain the integrity of materials. For small cracks, wood 
filler or epoxy can be used to seal the area, which can then be sanded, primed, and painted. For 
areas of surface loss, preparing the substrate and employing a wood consolidant may be 
appropriate. For larger areas, consideration should be given to replacing the deteriorated section 
with in-kind materials. 
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Doors and Windows 
 

 Monitor and correct perimeter cracks and loose connections. Window and door openings, sashes, 
trim work, and doors should be inspected routinely to check for loose or deteriorated joints and 
cracks between the openings and adjacent surfaces that may permit air and moisture infiltration. 
These areas should be repaired as necessary with the appropriate sealant in order to maintain a 
tight building exterior. 
 

 Paint as needed. Deteriorated paint should be removed and surfaces recoated as soon as possible 
in order to avoid sustained deterioration. Area to be repainted should be cleaned by dry brushing 
and with a damp paper towel in order to remove debris. As necessary, patching compounds can 
be used to fill any holes or cracks. Surfaces can then be sanded, primed, and painted in order to 
restore the protective coating. 
 

 Maintain hardware. Locks, handles, and other hardware should be wiped periodically with a soft, 
damp cloth. Mineral spirits and other such cleaners should be used only sparingly so as not to 
remove finishes. 
 

 Maintain glazing. Deteriorated or missing glazing should be repaired or replaced as necessary as 
soon as identified. Deteriorated or missing glazing putty should be repaired as necessary. Care 
must be taken in removing deteriorated putty so as not to break adjacent glass or damage the 
muntins. Glass surfaces can be cleaned with a mild vinegar and water mixture or a non-alkaline 
commercial cleaner. 

 
Interior Surfaces 
 

 Clean interior floors. Dust and dirt should be removed from the interior of the Porter Wood Shed 
on a regular basis in order to avoid accumulation. In most instances, a dry broom and dust mop 
will be sufficient to remove surface dirt and dust. 
 

 Maintain drywall claddings. The interior drywall conceals the historic framing members and 
should be retained in good condition. Drywall claddings should be inspected periodically for 
signs of stress cracking and staining. If such are identified, and once identifying the underlying 
cause, deteriorated areas should be cut from the intact portions and new sections should be 
installed. 

 
Miscellaneous 
 

 Monitor vandalism. During routine inspections, the building should be investigated for graffiti or 
other damage.  
 

 Verify building systems. Contemporary functional systems (e.g., heating, plumbing, and various 
other electrical) were installed during the 1970s restoration. Systems should be evaluated 
annually identify any potential deficiencies. 

 
2. RECOMMENDED INSPECTION CYCLES AND WORKSHEETS 
 
As noted above, regular, proactive investigation of conditions and completion of routine maintenance is 
one of the most important steps in promoting long-term, appropriate stewardship of a site. At a minimum, 
Corydon SHS personnel should complete a daily walkthrough of the Porter Wood Shed in order to check 
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for unforeseen items of concern. Beyond the daily observation, features of the building should be 
inspected for maintenance needs throughout the year. Recommended maintenance inspection cycles for 
each component of the Porter Wood Shed are provided below. These regular inspection cycles should be 
incorporated into the program schedules of Corydon SHS personnel. 
 

RECOMMENDED MAINTENANCE INSPECTION CYCLE 
       
Feature Frequency (Months) Routine Maintenance Action To Be Completed 
 1 3 6 12  

Site X    Check for proper site drainage, debris, and obstructions 

Roof    X Check for deteriorated surface coatings and rust 

Gutters and downspouts X    Check for debris, deteriorated components, and proper alignment 

Foundation    X Check for biological growth and deteriorated surfaces  
(including loose stone units and parge coatings on concrete) 

Siding and trim  X   Inspect for cracking, loose joints, and deteriorated protective 
coatings 

Entries X    Check for proper fitting, damaged or deteriorated components 
(including flashing), and worn hardware 

Windows X    Check for proper fitting, damaged or deteriorated components 
(including sills), and worn hardware 

Attic   X  Check for damaged or deteriorated framing members and pests 

Drywall  X   Inspect for deterioration, including cracking and staining 
indicative of other condition issues 

Brick floors    X Check for deteriorated mortar joints, staining, and loose units 

Wood floors   X  Test for unsettled wood planks beneath second floor carpeting 

Exposed framing members  X   Check for signs of infestation and moisture penetration 

Limestone walls  X   Inspect for moisture penetration, deteriorated joints, and 
biological growth 

Restroom finishes and fixtures   X  Check for deteriorated or broken components and ensure 
functionality 

 
It should also be noted that keeping track of and documenting maintenance and repair work is an 
important component of a comprehensive maintenance program, and should be considered a priority in 
future stewardship of the Porter Wood Shed. Such documentation supports creation of a thorough 
administrative record and provides a documentary record that can be referenced in the future should a 
need arise. Keeping such records will also assist architects, engineers, and others that may be contracted 
to work on the site. 
 
An annual inspection worksheet that corresponds with the above-identified areas of concern has been 
provided on the following pages for use by Corydon SHS personnel in order to ensure that all items are 
appropriately addressed in a timely manner.  
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PORTER WOOD SHED INSPECTION WORKSHEET 
      
Personnel ___________________ Date____________ Weather Conditions____________________________ 
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III-26 

FEATURE DEFECT COMMENTS 
W

ES
T 

EN
TR

Y Opening  
(flashing, jamb, threshold)   

Door  
(inner and outer face)   

   
FEATURE DEFECT COMMENTS 

NO
RT

H 
EN

TR
Y Opening  

(flashing, jamb, threshold)   

Door  
(inner and outer face)   

   
FEATURE DEFECT COMMENTS 

W
IN

DO
W

S 

Sash   

Glazing   

Sill   

 
FEATURE DEFECT COMMENTS 

FI
RS

T 
FL

OO
R,

 M
AI

N 
RO

OM
 

Drywall   

Brick floors   

Limestone foundation   

Exposed wall framing   

Staircase   

 

FEATURE DEFECT COMMENTS 

FI
RS

T 
FL

OO
R,

 R
ES

TR
OO

MS
 

Drywall   

Concrete block   

Ceramic tile   

Fixtures   
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IV. FURTHER STUDY AND ANALYSIS
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A. SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER STUDY AND ANALYSIS 
1. SUGGESTIONS FOR CONDUCTING FURTHER PROFESSIONAL STUDY AND ANALYSIS 
The larger Hendricks property, including the portion of the site on which the Porter Wood Shed sits, has 
historically suffered from a number of issues resulting from poor site drainage. Such problems are what 
originally prompted Judge Porter to dig out the northern hillside behind the house and construct the site's 
limestone retaining walls, which provide the framework for the wood shed. Problems have continued into 
contemporary times, prompting the construction of the in-ground drain tile system during the 1970s 
restoration. The Porter Wood Shed continues to suffer from site drainage issues today, with water 
infiltrating the building at the juncture of the north exterior wall and the subterranean restroom addition. 
The building also shows signs of past water infiltration throughout, with significant staining on historic 
and contemporary replacement materials, and deterioration resulting from moisture on the exterior in the 
form of rotted cornerboards and rotted soffits. While the attic space could not be evaluated 
comprehensively, it appears that there is also signs of moisture infiltration on interior framing members 
near the eave. In order to assess and resolve the moisture issues at the Porter Wood Shed, ISMHS should 
work with a structural engineer and a landscape engineer to evaluate the integrity of materials and design 
solutions to further eliminate infiltration and drainage problems at the site. Such investigation will likely 
include limited excavation of the site at the north exterior wall to determine whether barriers installed at 
the subterranean restroom addition during the 1970s restoration have failed. 
 
2. LIST OF POSSIBLE PROFESSIONAL CONSULTANTS 
Should the ISMHS find it relevant to retain a professional contractor in the future to conduct additional 
work at the Porter Wood Shed, it is recommended that personnel confer with one of the following entities: 

 American Institute of Architects: The American Institute of Architects (AIA) maintains chapters 
throughout the state comprised of professional architects, many of which have substantial 
experience in working with historic structures. Members of both the Indy Chapter and Southern 
Indiana Chapter are within a reasonable distance from the project site. Further information 
regarding the AIA may be found on their website: http://www.aiaindiana.org/ 
 

 Indiana Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology: The DHPA maintains a qualified 
professionals list, which includes Architects, Historic Architects, Historians, Architectural 
Historians, and Archaeologists. Updated regularly, these lists include those consultants that meet 
the requisite Secretary of the Interior’s Professional Qualification Standards for their particular 
field(s). The DHPA’s qualified preservation professionals lists may be found on their website: 
http://www.in.gov/dnr/historic/3675.htm 

 
 Indiana Landmarks: Indiana Landmarks, the statewide, non-profit preservation organization 

maintains a database of contractors who have indicated experience and willingness to work with 
historic properties. While Indiana Landmarks recommends checking professional references 
before hiring a contractor, access to their list can be obtained from the Library and Information 
Center: http://www.indianalandmarks.org/Resources/Library/Pages/default.aspx 
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 Association for Preservation Technology International: The Association for Preservation 
Technology (APTI) is an inter-disciplinary organization that seeks to promote the most 
appropriate treatments for preserving historic properties. APT is comprised of a vast array of 
professionals and includes chapters throughout the country. Indiana is represented by the Ohio 
Valley Chapter, which also covers Ohio, Illinois, and Kentucky. Additional information regarding 
APT and the Ohio Valley Chapter may be found on their website: http://www.apti.org/ 
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APPENDIX B. HISTORICAL MAPS 
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Location of the Porter Wood Shed depicted on a portion of the 1882 Atlas of Harrison County, Indiana.
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Location of the Porter Wood Shed depicted on a portion of the 1899 Sanborn map. 
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Location of the Porter Wood Shed depicted on a portion of the 1906 Atlas of Harrison County, Indiana. 
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Location of the Porter Wood Shed depicted on a portion of the 1910 Sanborn map. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APPENDIX C. DEEDS 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

Land patent, June 4, 1813, to Hervey Heth.  

Source:  “Land Patent Search,” digital images, General Land Office Records, 
http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/PatentSearch (9 June 2014). 
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Deed record, September 11, 1816, between Hervey and Rebekah Heath and Milo Davis (1 of 2).  

Source: Harrison County Recorder’s Office, Deed Book A, page 260.  
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Deed Record, September 11, 1816, between Rebekah and Henry Heth, and Milo Davis (2 of 2).  

Source: Harrison County Recorders Office, Deed book A, page 260. 
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Deed Record, October 30, 1818, from Davis and Betsy Floyd to Daniel Feter and to James Hughes (1 of 4). 

Source: Harrison County Recorders Office, Deed book B, page 485. 
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Deed Record, October 30, 1818, from Davis and Betsy Floyd to Daniel Feter and to James Hughes (2 of 4). 

Source: Harrison County Recorders Office, Deed book B, page 485. 
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Deed Record, October 30, 1818, from Davis and Betsy Floyd to Daniel Feter and to James Hughes (3 of 4). 

Source: Harrison County Recorders Office, Deed book B, page 485. 
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Deed Record, October 30, 1818, from Davis and Betsy Floyd to Daniel Feter and to James Hughes (4 of 4). 

Source: Harrison County Recorders Office, Deed book B, page 485. 
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Deed Record, May 27, 1821, between Davis Floyd and James Hughes (1 of 3).   

Source: Harrison County Recorders Office.  
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Deed Record, May 27, 1821, between Davis Floyd and James Hughes (2 of 3).   

Source: Harrison County Recorders Office.  
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Deed Record, May 27, 1821, between Davis Floyd and James Hughes (3 of 3).   

Source: Harrison County Recorders Office.   
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Deed Record, May 18, 1842, H. Marshall, Commissioner, to James Hughes heirs (1 of 4).   

Source: Harrison County Recorders Office.  
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Deed Record, May 18, 1842, H. Marshall, Commissioner, to James Hughes heirs (2 of 4).   

Source: Harrison County Recorders Office.  
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Deed Record, May 18, 1842, H. Marshall, Commissioner, to James Hughes heirs (3 of 4).   

Source: Harrison County Recorders Office.  
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Deed Record, May 18, 1842, H. Marshall, Commissioner, to James Hughes heirs (4 of 4).   

Source: Harrison County Recorders Office.  
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Deed Record, August 9, 1842.  Levi Hughes, guardian to James Hughes and Julia Hughes, minor heirs and children of 
John Hughes, to William A. Porter (1 of 2). 

Source: Harrison County Recorders Office, Deed Book O, page 101.   
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Deed Record, August 9, 1842.  Levi Hughes, guardian to James Hughes and Julia Hughes, minor heirs and children of 
John Hughes, to William A. Porter (1 of 2). 

Source: Harrison County Recorders Office, Deed Book O, page 101.  
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Deed Record, August 10, 1842, between Levi Hughes and William A. Porter (1 of 2).   

Source: Harrison County Recorders Office, Deed Book O, pg. 91.  
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Deed Record, August 10, 1842, between Levi Hughes and William A. Porter (2 of 2).  

Source: Harrison County Recorders Office, Deed Book O, pg. 91.  
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Deed Record, September 10, 1842, James and Louisa Geiger to William A. Porter (1 of 2).   

Source: Harrison County Recorders Office.   
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Deed Record, September 10, 1842, James and Louisa Geiger to William A. Porter (2 of 2).   

Source: Harrison County Recorders Office. 
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Deed Record, March 1884, Attie P. McKnight and Wm. H. McKnight and Aurelia P. Brewster and Amzi W. Brewster to 
Helen P. Griffin and her heirs (1 of 2).  

Source: Harrison County Recorders Office, Deed Book F-3, pg. 248. 
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Deed Record, March 1884, Attie P. McKnight and Wm. H. McKnight and Aurelia P. Brewster and Amzi W. Brewster to 
Helen P. Griffin and heirs (2 of 2).  

Source: Harrison County Recorders Office, Deed Book F-3, page 248. 
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Deed Record, March 6, 1884, Attie P. McKnight and Wm. H. McKnight and Aurelia P. Brewster and Amzi W. Brewster to 
Helen P. Griffin (1 of 2).   

Source: Griffin Family Files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy. 
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Deed Record, March 6, 1884, Attie P. McKnight and Wm. H. McKnight and Aurelia P. Brewster and Amzi W. Brewster to 
Helen P. Griffin (2 of 2).   

Source: Griffin Family Files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy. 
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Deed Record, March 6, 1884, Attie P. McKnight and Wm. H. McKnight and Aurelia P. Brewster and Amzi W. Brewster to 
Helen P. Griffin.   

Source: Griffin Family Files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy. 
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Deed Record, April 24, 1940, Helen E. O'Leary and Mark O'Leary to Dan P. Griffin, Olive Griffin, Mary Jane Griffin, and 
Maurice Griffin.  

Source: Harrison County Recorder’s Office.  

C-26 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quit Claim Deed Record, July 30, 1940, Helen E. O'Leary and Mark O'Leary to Dan P. Griffin, Olive Griffin, Mary Jane 
Griffin, and Maurice Griffin. 

Source: Harrison County Recorder’s Office.  
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Deed Record, July 1, 1950, Maurice Griffin and Charlotte R. Griffin to Daniel P. Griffin, Mary Jane Griffin, and Olive 
Griffin.  

Source: Harrison County Recorders Office, Deed Book S-5, pg. 280. 
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Deed Record, July 1, 1950, Maurice Griffin and Charlotte R. Griffin to Daniel P. Griffin, Mary Jane Griffin, and Olive 
Griffin.  

Source: Harrison County Recorders Office, Deed Book S-5, pg. 280. 
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Deed Record, July 1, 1950, Maurice Griffin and Charlotte R. Griffin to Daniel P. Griffin, Mary Jane Griffin, and Olive 
Griffin.  

Source: Harrison County Recorders Office, Deed Book S-5, pg. 280. 
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Deed Record, July 1, 1950, Maurice Griffin and Charlotte R. Griffin to Daniel P. Griffin, Mary Jane Griffin, and Olive 
Griffin; and Helen Griffin O'Leary to Daniel P. Griffin.  

Source: Harrison County Recorders Office, Deed Book S-5, pg. 280. 
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Final Settlement, September 8, 1959, Olive Griffin Estate, to Daniel Patrick Griffin (1 of 3). 

Source: Harrison County Recorders Office, Deed Book A-6. 
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Final Settlement, September 8, 1959, Olive Griffin Estate, to Daniel Patrick Griffin (2 of 3). 

Source: Harrison County Recorders Office, Deed Book A-6. 
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Final Settlement, September 8, 1959, Olive Griffin Estate, to Daniel Patrick Griffin (3 of 3). 

Source: Harrison County Recorders Office, Deed Book A-6. 
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Final Settlement, May 3, 1962 (1 of 2).   

Source: Harrison County Recorders Office, Deed book E-6. 
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Final Settlement, May 3, 1962 (2 of 2).   

Source: Harrison County Recorders Office, Deed book E-6. 
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Executor’s Deed, August 12, 1975. 

Source: Harrison County Recorders Office, Deed Book H-7. 
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APPENDIX D. DRAWINGS 
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Included within this section are drawings depicting pre-restoration as-built conditions of the Porter Wood 
Shed and restoration drawings for the Porter Wood Shed from LeRoy Troyer and Associates, completed 
in October 1977 as part of the restoration of the Governor Hendricks Headquarters property. Only those 
sheets depicting the Porter Wood Shed are included here. 
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APPENDIX E. HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 



 

 

Circa 1906 photograph of the Governor Hendricks Headquarters and Porter Wood Shed. 

Source: Photographic files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana.  
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1910 photograph of East Walnut Street, including the Governor Hendricks Headquarters and Porter Wood Shed.  

Source: Jack Friedly. Photographic files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, 
Indiana.  

 

1910 photograph of Walnut Street, including the Governor Hendricks Headquarters and Porter Wood Shed.  

Source: Frederick Porter Griffin and Jeanette Porter Brewster, 134 Years with Three Generations of Porters and Griffins 
in the Governor’s Headquarters, Corydon, Indiana (Corydon, Ind.:  O’Bannon Pub. Co. Press, 1980).  
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1915 photograph of the Governor Hendricks Headquarters and Porter Wood Shed.  

Source: Frederick Porter Griffin and Jeanette Porter Brewster, 134 Years with Three Generations of Porters and Griffins 
in the Governor’s Headquarters, Corydon, Indiana (Corydon, Ind.:  O’Bannon Pub. Co. Press, 1980). 
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Undated photograph of the Governor Hendricks Headquarters and Porter Wood Shed, circa 1920.  

Source: Photographic files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana. 
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Undated photograph of the Hendricks property. Note the resized garage door opening on the façade. 

Source: Photo Collection, Indiana State Library, Indianapolis, Indiana. 
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Undated photograph of the Hendricks property. 

Source: Photographic files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana.  
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Undated photograph of the Governor Hendricks Headquarters. 

Source: Photographic files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana.  
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Circa 1958 photograph that appeared in the 1959 Centennial Fair Book. 

Source: Photographic files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana.  
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Circa 1966 aerial photograph of the courthouse square, with the Porter Wood Shed in the top center of the photograph. 

Source: Billy Davis. Place to Belong: Images of Corydon, Indiana, 1850-1975 (Louisville, Ky: Harmony House 
Publishers, 2000). 
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1975 photograph of the Governor Hendricks Headquarters and Porter Wood Shed. 

Source: Photographic files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana.   
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1975 photograph of the rear of the Governor Hendricks Headquarters and Porter Wood Shed. 

Source: Frederick Porter Griffin and Jeanette Porter Brewster, 134 Years with Three Generations of Porters and Griffins 
in the Governor’s Headquarters, Corydon, Indiana (Corydon, Ind.:  O’Bannon Pub. Co. Press, 1980).  
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Undated (circa 1970s) photograph of the Governor Hendricks Headquarters and Porter Wood Shed. 

Source: Photographic files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana. 
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1979 photograph of the dedication ceremony of the Governor Hendricks Headquarters. 

Source: Photographic files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana. 
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Late-twentieth century photograph of the restored Porter Wood Shed. 

Source: Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites Corporation, Restoration Facility, Madison, Indiana. 
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     “State Shrine,” Harrison County Press, 7 May 1975. 

Source: Porter-Griffin files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana 
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“Gov. Hendricks’ Headquarters Will Have New Look Come August,” Corydon Democrat, 7 December 1977. 

Source: Porter-Griffin files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana 
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Governor’s Headquarters, Corydon, Indiana [unpublished document], 21 December 1978. 

Source: Porter-Griffin files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana 
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Restoration of the Governor’s Headquarters, Corydon, Ind. [unpublished document], 1977-1979 (1 of 11). Only 
includes pages detailing work on the Porter Wood Shed. 

Source: Porter-Griffin files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana 

F-4 
 



 

Restoration of the Governor’s Headquarters, Corydon, Ind. [unpublished document], 1977-1979 (2 of 11). Only 
includes pages detailing work on the Porter Wood Shed. 

Source: Porter-Griffin files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana 
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Restoration of the Governor’s Headquarters, Corydon, Ind. [unpublished document], 1977-1979 (3 of 11). Only 
includes pages detailing work on the Porter Wood Shed. 

Source: Porter-Griffin files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana 
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Restoration of the Governor’s Headquarters, Corydon, Ind. [unpublished document], 1977-1979 (4 of 11). Only 
includes pages detailing work on the Porter Wood Shed. 

Source: Porter-Griffin files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana 
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Restoration of the Governor’s Headquarters, Corydon, Ind. [unpublished document], 1977-1979 (5 of 11). Only 
includes pages detailing work on the Porter Wood Shed. 

Source: Porter-Griffin files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana 
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Restoration of the Governor’s Headquarters, Corydon, Ind. [unpublished document], 1977-1979 (6 of 11). Only 
includes pages detailing work on the Porter Wood Shed. 

Source: Porter-Griffin files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana 
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Restoration of the Governor’s Headquarters, Corydon, Ind. [unpublished document], 1977-1979 (7 of 11). Only 
includes pages detailing work on the Porter Wood Shed. 

Source: Porter-Griffin files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana 
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Restoration of the Governor’s Headquarters, Corydon, Ind. [unpublished document], 1977-1979 (8 of 11). Only 
includes pages detailing work on the Porter Wood Shed. 

Source: Porter-Griffin files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana 
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Restoration of the Governor’s Headquarters, Corydon, Ind. [unpublished document], 1977-1979 (9 of 11). Only 
includes pages detailing work on the Porter Wood Shed. 

Source: Porter-Griffin files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana 
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Restoration of the Governor’s Headquarters, Corydon, Ind. [unpublished document], 1977-1979 (10 of 11). Only 
includes pages detailing work on the Porter Wood Shed. 

Source: Porter-Griffin files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana 
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Restoration of the Governor’s Headquarters, Corydon, Ind. [unpublished document], 1977-1979 (11 of 11). Only 
includes pages detailing work on the Porter Wood Shed. 

Source: Porter-Griffin files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana 
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Exterior Restoration of the Carriage House at the Corydon Capitol SHS [unpublished document, 2005 (1 of 5),  

Source: Corydon Capitol State Historic Site, Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites Corporation, Corydon, Indiana.  
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Exterior Restoration of the Carriage House at the Corydon Capitol SHS [unpublished document, 2005 (2 of 5),  

Source: Corydon Capitol State Historic Site, Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites Corporation, Corydon, Indiana.   
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Exterior Restoration of the Carriage House at the Corydon Capitol SHS [unpublished document, 2005 (3 of 5),  

Source: Corydon Capitol State Historic Site, Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites Corporation, Corydon, Indiana.  
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Exterior Restoration of the Carriage House at the Corydon Capitol SHS [unpublished document, 2005 (4 of 5),  

Source: Corydon Capitol State Historic Site, Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites Corporation, Corydon, Indiana.  
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Exterior Restoration of the Carriage House at the Corydon Capitol SHS [unpublished document, 2005 (5 of 5),  

Source: Corydon Capitol State Historic Site, Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites Corporation, Corydon, Indiana. 
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APPENDIX G. ARCHITECTURAL DOCUMENTATION 

 

 
 



 



 

Overview of the Porter Wood Shed, facing northeast (4 June 2014). 

 

Overview of the Porter Wood Shed, facing northwest (4 June 2014).  
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Façade of the Porter Wood Shed, facing north (4 June 2014). 

 

Overview of the façade (south elevation) and west elevation, facing northeast (4 June 2014). 
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West elevation of the Porter Wood Shed, facing southeast (4 June 2014). 

 

North elevation of the Porter Wood Shed, facing southwest (4 June 2014). 
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East elevation of the Porter Wood Shed, facing west (4 June 2014). 

 

Overview of the Porter Wood Shed and flanking limestone retaining wall, facing northwest (4 June 2014).
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Detail of second-floor window, facing northwest (4 June 2014). 
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Detail of the façade entry showing the inner and outer doors, facing north (4 June 2014). 

 

Detail of the façade entry showing the outer doors, facing north (4 June 2014).  
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Eastern gutter and downspout, facing northeast (4 June 2014).  
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Detail of the pedestrian entry on the west elevation, facing east (4 June 2014).  
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Detail of northern pedestrian entry, facing south (4 June 2014).  
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Original first-floor space, facing northeast (4 June 2014). 

 

Original first-floor space, facing southwest (4 June 2014). 
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Representative section of limestone foundation wall, facing east (4 June 2014). 

 

Tie rod connection, first floor, facing south (4 June 2014).  
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Original staircase along the northern wall, facing east (4 June 2014).  
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Overview of the restroom vestibule, facing north (4 June 2014).  
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Overview of the men’s restroom, facing west (4 June 2014).  
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Overview of the women’s restroom, facing west (4 June 2014).  
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Overview of the second floor, facing southwest (4 June 2014). 

 

Overview of the second floor, facing northwest (4 June 2014).  
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Pedestrian entry at the northeastern corner, second floor, facing north (4 June 2014). 
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Batten door at the staircase, second floor, facing northwest (4 June 2014). 

 

Overview of staircase and pedestrian entry, second floor, facing northeast (4 June 2014). 
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Closet located at the northwestern corner of the second floor, facing north (4 June 2014).  
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Representative section of wood floorboard beneath carpet, second floor, facing north (4 June 2014). 

 

Attic rafters and sheathing, facing east (4 June 2014). 
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Overview of attic rafters and struts, facing east (4 June 2014). 

 

Overview of attic rafters and struts, facing south. 
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APPENDIX H. DOCUMENTATION OF CONDITION ISSUES 

 

 
 



 



 

Deteriorated roof epoxy and rusted exposed surfaces, facing southwest (4 June 2014). 

 

Deteriorated soffit at southwest corner, facing northwest (4 June 2014). 
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Deteriorated soffit at northeast corner, facing south (3 June 2014). 

 

Deteriorated parge coat and biological growth on concrete foundation, facing east (4 June 2014). 

H-2 
 



 

Representative section of deteriorated parge coat on the west elevation, facing east (4 June 2014). 

 

Paint failure along façade rake boards, facing north (4 June 2014). 

H-3 
 



 

Representative section of clapboard siding with paint loss, facing northeast (4 June 2014).  
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Deteriorated cornerboard at juncture of façade (south) and west elevations, facing northwest (4 June 2014). 
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Severely deteriorated cornerboard on the façade, facing northwest (4 June 2014).  
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Representative  cracking on west elevation, facing east (4 June 2014).  

H-7 
 



 

Deteriorated cornerboard and disconnected downspout, facing southeast (4 June 2014). 
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Representative example of loose joint at patched board and battens, facing northeast (4 June 2014). 

 

Deteriorated board and batten along stone foundation on east elevation, facing west (4 June 2014). 
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Unsealed opening, split boards, and delaminating paint at the north wall, facing southeast (4 June 2014).  
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Representative crazing and dirt building on east elevation, facing west (4 June 2014). 

 

Surface loss, chipping, and splitting at base of north (rear) elevation, facing south (4 June 2014). 
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Deteriorating paint on second-story window sill, facing northeast (4 June 2014). 

 

Paint deterioration on underside of sill, facing northeast (4 June 2014). 

H-12 
 



 

Deteriorated joint at flashing over façade entry, facing northeast (4 June 2014). 

 

Mildew on interior face of outer façade doors, facing northwest (4 June 2014). 

H-13 
 



 

Split door section and mildew on western pedestrian entry, facing southwest (4 June 2014). 

 

Eroding terrain at the rear (north) pedestrian entry, facing southwest (4 June 2014). 
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Loose threshold and staining at northern pedestrian entry, facing south (4 June 2014). 

 

Patched drywall ceiling near the center of the eastern wall, first floor, facing north (4 June 2014). 

H-15 
 



 

Staining, deterioration, and patch at the restroom addition, first floor, facing southwest (4 June 2014). 

 

Deterioration at juncture of the vestibule and main room, first floor, facing southeast (4 June 2014). 

H-16 
 



 

Biological growth on limestone foundation wall, first floor, facing east (4 June 2014). 

 

Representative section of mortar deterioration in brick floors, first floor, facing down (4 June 2014). 
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Staining of brick floors and rusting electric baseboard heaters, first floor, facing southeast (4 June 2014). 

 

Representative staining on framing at staircase, facing northwest (4 June 2014). 
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Staining along juncture of the vestibule and first floor main room, first floor, facing southeast (4 June 2014). 
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Drywall cracks and staining at the eastern vestibule wall, first floor, facing east (4 June 2014). 

 

Staining on limestone foundation walls, first floor, facing east (4 June 2014). 
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Staining at the juncture of the vestibule and main room, first floor, facing southeast (4 June 2014). 

 

Example of surface loss and rusting at restroom entries, first floor, facing southwest (4 June 2014). 
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Broken ceramic tile in women’s restroom, first floor, facing north (4 June 2014). 
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Representative section of staining on south wall, second floor, facing south (4 June 2014). 

 

Representative section of staining on south wall, second floor, facing south (4 June 2014). 
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Location of shifting floor boards, second floor, facing north (4 June 2014). 

 

Unsealed opening in north wall, second floor, facing northwest (4 June 2014). 

H-24 
 



 

Staining, rust, and dirt accumulation on second-floor window, facing southwest (4 June 2014). 

 

Unsecured casework on second-floor window, facing southwest (4 June 2014). 
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Representative example of staining on second-story framing members, facing west (4 June 2014). 

 

Representative example of staining on second-story framing members, facing west (4 June 2014). 
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Spore development on roof sheathing, facing east (4 June 2014). 

 

Staining and deterioration at eave in attic, facing west (4 June 2014). 
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