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A. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The subject of this Historic Structure Report (HSR) is the Constitution EIm Monument, a component
of the Corydon Capitol State Historic Site (Corydon SHS) located in Corydon, Harrison County,
Indiana, which is managed by the Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites Corporation (ISMHS) on
behalf of the State of Indiana. The structure is located on the north side of West High Street,
approximately 270 feet west of its intersection with North Capitol Avenue (SR 337) and
approximately 250 feet east of Water Street, which runs parallel to Big Indian Creek to the west. The
Constitution Monument is a contributing resource to the Corydon Historic District, listed in the
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) in 1972 under Criteria A and C.

The purpose of this report is to provide the ISMHS and personnel of the Corydon SHS with a
compilation of all known historical information regarding the Constitution EIm Monument, as well as
a comprehensive record of the structure’s character and conditions. Upon this framework and in
consideration of the significance of the structure, the report also makes recommendations for
appropriate management, interpretation, and maintenance. In total, the report serves as a basis for
appropriate and efficient decision-making in relation to future stewardship of the site.

1. BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

The Constitution EIm Monument was constructed between August 1936 and March 1937 by the
Works Progress Administration (WPA), on behalf of the Indiana Department of Conservation, to
shelter the remains of the Constitution EIm, so-named because of its purported role as the setting for
the drafting of the Constitution of the State of Indiana in 1816.

Much venerated during the nineteenth century, the Constitution EIm became the setting for important
community events and political activities. By the late nineteenth century, deterioration of the elm had
accelerated, and the tree became the subject of frequent efforts to stabilize and preserve it as the
tangible link to the events of 1816. In 1909, the recently-formed Hoosier EIm Chapter of the
Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) secured stewardship, but not ownership, of the historic
tree from the Town Board of Corydon, intending to maintain and commemorate the site. Despite
sustained preservation efforts, the Constitution EIm continued to suffer deterioration in the 1910s and
1920s; in 1925, the tree was declared dead. At the recommendation of Frank Wallace, the State
Entomologist, the DAR made plans to salvage the main remnant of the tree, cutting the limbs from
the trunk. They also funded the construction of the first shelter at the site, an asphalt shingle-clad,
umbrella-like canopy secured atop the trunk.

This shelter remained until 1936, when construction began on a permanent monument designed to
commemorate and preserve the Constitution EIm. Constructed of sandstone quarried from the nearby
Harrison State Forest (now Harrison-Crawford State Forest) and rising approximately 30 feet from
the adjacent sidewalk, the monument shelters an approximately 15' tall remnant of the Constitution
ElIm, which rests on a sandstone platform and is secured via wrought iron braces that span the interior
space of the monument. Measuring 16' 6" square, the vertical structure of the monument is partially
surrounded by a flagstone walkway that ascends north from the public sidewalk along the full-length
of the monument's west elevation and then turns eastward at the structure's rear.



Interpretation of the monument is currently provided by a bronze plaque affixed to the street facade of
the monument in 1938 and a contemporary interpretive sign that stands approximately 10 feet to the
west along the sidewalk.

Significant dates of construction and alterations associated with the Constitution EIm and the
Constitution EIm Monument include:

1700-1740

1898

1910-1924

1912-1913

1915

August 1925

August 1936 —
March 1937

January 1938

1940-1980

December 1946

Estimated beginnings of the Constitution EIm

Stone wall constructed on embankment to stop erosion of the hillside and
exposure of the tree’s roots

Annual preservative treatments (pruning of dead limbs, spraying with
arsenate of lead and nicotine oleate, and filling of cavities with concrete)
by the state entomologist

Street improvements completed, sidewalk and gutters constructed, and
concrete block retaining wall installed on embankment

Limestone marker installed by the DAR
Dead limbs cut from tree in order to preserve the trunk
DAR funds construction of an umbrella-like shelter over the trunk

DAR shelter removed; WPA constructs the Constitution EIm Monument,
a permanent, sandstone commemorative structure on behalf of the
Indiana Department of Conservation

Bronze commemorative tablet installed on the monument's street facade

Various efforts to preserve the trunk remnant (creosote applications and
filling of voids with concrete) alter the appearance of the trunk remnant

Holes bored into surface of tree trunk and creosote injected

November 1982 Monument’s roof is stripped down to concrete slab and a new rubber

membrane is installed

2. SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS PRESERVATION EFFORTS

Since the monument's construction, preservation efforts have been largely limited to general
maintenance (e.g., re-pointing of mortar) on the monument's masonry and mid-twentieth-century
efforts to preserve the wood element with creosote and other materials. The most noteworthy action at
the site was the installation of a new ethylene propylene diene monomer (EPDM) roof membrane in
1982; portions of this membrane were resealed in late 2013.

In recent years, a number of investigative reports have been initiated or completed in order to support
preservation efforts at the site. A master plan was developed for the Corydon SHS in 2009, which
outlined recommendations for preservation and interpretation of the Constitution EIm Monument,
along with other components of the site. In December 2013, a conservation report and treatment plan



was prepared for the remnant of the Constitution EIm by Andrew Todd Conservators, Ltd., in
anticipation of the State of Indiana’s Bicentennial in 2016. Actions identified in the treatment plan
were implemented by Arnold Wood Conservation LLC, with some modifications, in June and July
2014. Finally, an in-depth structural assessment of the Constitution EIm Monument was completed in
June 2014 by ARSEE Engineers, Inc., concurrently with the development of this report. Treatment
actions recommended by the structural assessment will be carried out by the ISMHS at a to-be-
determined date.

3. SUMMARY OF POSSIBLE STRUCTURAL ISSUES

No major structural issues were observed during a visual inspection of the Constitution Elm
Monument. Concerns related to the wood element have been classified as condition issues for the
purpose of this report.

4. SUMMARY OF CONDITION ISSUES

Condition issues observed during the field investigation of the Constitution EIm Monument include:

e Fissures in the EPDM membrane roof;

o Deformed copper counter flashing at parapet;

e Severely deteriorated parge coat on parapet capstones;

e Deteriorated mortar joints throughout the masonry;

e Sporadic instances of biological growth on masonry faces;

o Delaminating sandstone at the monument floor;

¢ Rust leaching on masonry fagade below the commemorative plaque;
o Efflorescence on underside of concrete roof and adjacent masonry;
o Breakdown of concrete finish coat, exposing aggregate;

e  Severe oxidation on wrought iron railing, with many points of section loss;
e Surface oxidation on wrought iron braces;

e  Graffiti and carvings in surface of wood remnant; and

e Insect nests affixed to masonry and on wood remnant.

5. SUMMARY OF OPTIONS FOR INTERPRETATION

While current conditions and integrity reflect only the 1936 structure, it is recommended that
interpretation of the Constitution EIm Monument be inclusive of the history of the elm tree itself
before the construction of the monument to convey not only the storied legacy of the tree's association
with the establishment of the State of Indiana for which the resource is noted, but also the story of
stewardship over the Constitution EIm's long history, which further reflects its level of significance to
the community and state and illustrates the role of the State of Indiana and other organizations in the
early-twentieth-century preservation of Corydon's capital-period resources. Recommended actions to
enhance interpretation of the site include:

e Coordination with the Town of Corydon in order to provide better physical connections
between the Constitution EIm Monument and other components of the Corydon Capitol State
Historic Site;



e Replacement or supplementation of the existing circa 2008 interpretive sign with one or more
signs that more appropriately and fully detail the historical significance of the tree and the
site;

o Implementing digital technology (e.g., quick response (QR) codes) on new interpretive
materials to allow a more robust interpretive experience; and

o Consideration of creating a digital three-dimensional record of the trunk remnant for future
interpretive needs.

6. SUMMARY OF OPTIONS FOR RESTORATION

There have been no significant alterations to the Constitution EIm Monument since its construction in
1936-1937 that would necessitate restoration activities at the structure. This conclusion is supported
by historical documentation, including historical photographs, which provide for an accurate
comparison of as-built and current conditions. Thus, no activities that can be classified specifically as
restoration in consideration of National Park Service guidelines are necessary, other than general
restoration and repair of the existing features.



B. PROJECT DATA

This project was funded, in part, by the Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites Corporation and, in
part, by a grant from the U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service Historic Preservation
Fund, administered by the Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic
Preservation and Archaeology. However, the contents and opinions do not necessarily reflect the
views or policies of the Department of the Interior or the Indiana Department of Natural Resources.

This program has received federal financial assistance for the identification and protection of historic
properties. Under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of
1973, and the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, the U.S. Department of the Interior prohibits
discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability, or age in its federally assisted
programs. If you believe that you have been discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility
as described above, or if you desire further information, please write to: Director, Office of Equal
Opportunity, National Park Service, 1849 C Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20240.
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1. PROJECT TEAM

In May 2014, the Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites Corporation retained Cultural Resource
Analysts, Inc. (CRA), of Evansville, Indiana, to assist in preparation of this Historic Structure Report.
CRA conducted field investigations, research, and evaluation of the Constitution EIm Monument in
coordination with personnel of the Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites Corporation, including
on-site staff at the Corydon Capitol State Historic Site, all of whom provided valuable insight for the
duration of the project. Additional technical assistance was provided by the Division of Historic
Preservation and Archaeology, Indiana Department of Natural Resources. The following individuals
contributed to the preparation of this report:

Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites Corporation

Laura Minzes Director of Historic Sites, Structures, and Real Estate
Link Ludington Chief of Historic Preservation
Bec Riley Site Administrator, Corydon Capitol State Historic Site

Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology

Steve Kennedy Chief of Grants and Administration

David Duvall Historical Architect

Cultural Resource Analysts, Inc.

S. Alan Higgins Principal Architectural Historian
Holly Higgins Architectural Historian

D. Randall Cooper CADI/GIS Specialist

Shanna Wilbur Publications Director

Savannah Westerfield Publications Editor

2. PROJECT DATES

CRA completed fieldwork and research for this report between May 19 and June 18, 2014. A draft
report was submitted for review to ISMHS on June 30, 2014, and the final report was accepted by
ISMHS on September 30, 2014.

3. LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY

This report addresses only the Constitution EIm Monument and its immediate environs, conforming
to the boundary of the legal parcel owned by the State of Indiana and managed by the Indiana State
Museum and Historic Sites Corporation. Details herein related to management and alterations of the
site are limited by the historical records available; notably, very few administrative records exist that
detail actions taken at the site during the State of Indiana's ownership.
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Information herein is also limited by the nature of the activities carried out by the project team.
Specifically, it should be noted that CRA's assessment of physical features, material conditions, and
structural issues was based on physical observation only; neither invasive testing nor mechanical
investigation (e.g. metal detection or ground penetrating radar) were employed on structural systems
during the investigation.

4, METHODOLOGY

Investigation of the Constitution EIm Monument began with a file search, during which available
surveys, reports, studies, maps, and other data pertinent to the history of the Constitution EIm and its
stewardship over time were identified and reviewed. The goal of the archival research was to gather
information about original features and past modifications in order to develop a historical context for
the structure and facilitate assessment of existing conditions. This task began with a review of
relevant studies previously completed for the site, including, for example, the Corydon Capitol State
Historic Site Master Plan and the Condition Assessment for the Constitution EIm Monument,
completed in 2009 and 2013, respectively. Archival research also included a review of available
maps, inventories, historic photographs, maintenance records, drawings, and other relevant
information identified at local and regional repositories, including, but not limited to, the Indiana
State Library, Indiana Historical Society, Harrison County Public Library, and the Frederick Porter
Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy.

A field investigation of the Constitution EIm Monument was completed during the week of June 2,
2014. At this time, the structure's character-defining features and physical condition were documented
through observational field notes, digital photography, and annotations on historical construction
drawings of the structure. In addition, the construction drawings were compared to as-built
conditions, and field measurements were completed as necessary in order to update the drawings to
reflect existing conditions.

Following completion of archival research and field investigations, gathered information was used to
assemble this Historic Structure Report, which serves as a compilation of all known historical and
physical data regarding the Constitution EIm Monument and presents recommendations for
appropriate treatment and interpretation. This report conforms to guidelines of the National Park
Service, as put forth in Preservation Brief 43: The Preparation and Use of Historic Structure Reports
and the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties. In addition, the
report incorporates guidance provided by the Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites Corporation,
with specific reference to the standards of previously completed Historic Structure Reports for state-
owned properties.

5. REPORT ORGANIZATION

The Historic Structure Report is comprised of four parts: Part I, Introduction; Part 11, Developmental
History; Part 1ll, Existing Conditions and Interpretation, Restoration, and Maintenance
Recommendations; and Part IV, Further Study and Analysis. The report concludes with an annotated
bibliography and a number of appendices that provide supplemental information about the
Constitution EIm Monument.

Part I, Introduction, presents an overview of the project and its methodology and summarizes the
results of the investigation.



Part 11, Developmental History, includes a detailed historical context statement, chronology of
development, and statement of significance for the Constitution EIm Monument. In addition, an
architectural and structural description provides narrative and photographic documentation of the
structure, its setting, and its character-defining features.

Part Ill, Existing Conditions and Interpretation, Restoration, and Maintenance Recommendations,
summarizes existing conditions and identifies common types and sources of deterioration. In addition,
the section includes recommendations for appropriate interpretation and restoration options based on
archival research, and includes recommendations for material treatments and maintenance.

Part IV, Further Study and Analysis, describes additional tasks that were beyond the scope of this
project but may be beneficial in developing the most appropriate, long-term treatment plan for the
structure.

6. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANCE AND HISTORIC DESIGNATION

Broadly speaking, the centerpiece of the Constitution EIm Monument, i.e., the actual physical
remnant of the tree, is more significant for what it has historically represented than for the artifact
itself. Characterized by a storied legacy, the elm's moment of acclaim dates to June of 1816, when the
delegates of the constitutional convention of Indiana are said to have taken retreat in the shade of the
elm during some of the committee meetings when the Constitution of the State of Indiana was
written. Passed down through verbal tradition, the account of the events of 1816 propelled the elm to
iconic status as the physical manifestation of the founding of Indiana. By the late nineteenth century,
written accounts appeared proclaiming the virtues of the historic tree, which became known popularly
as the “Constitution EIm” or “Constitutional EIm” and was the scene of many political and social
gatherings, including Corydon's celebration of the state centennial in 1916. Into the twentieth and
twenty-first centuries, the elm has continued to be much-venerated and is a much-frequented
component of the Corydon Capitol State Historic Site.

The Constitution EIm Monument, specifically, is also significant on multiple accounts. Constructed in
1936 and 1937 with the aid of Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) and WPA workers, the structure
represents an intact and monumental public works memorial of the Depression era. Built of native
materials by hand, evoking the sensual appeal of the frontier, the structure also is an intact example of
the Rustic architecture of the early twentieth century promoted by the National Park Service in the
design of parks, landscapes, and memorials. The monument also is significant as an early-twentieth-
century conservation effort by the State of Indiana, and represents the evolution of early preservation
ethos in relation to the first tier of the State’s historic sites.

The Constitution EIm Monument is considered a contributing resource to the Corydon Historic
District, listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 1972 under Criteria A and C (NRHP No.
73000017). Surveyed as part of the Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology's Indiana
Historic Sites and Structures Inventory (IHSSI) in 1986, the Constitution EIm Monument (Resource
No. 061-135-26025) was noted as an “Outstanding” resource.



C. ASPECTS THAT NEED FURTHER STUDY

Little authoritative documentation of maintenance provided by the State of Indiana to the Constitution
EIm Monument from its construction in 1936 through 2014 exists, aside from isolated construction
memorandums in the files of the Corydon Capitol State Historic Site. Recollections of Corydon SHS
personnel suggest that no extraordinary maintenance or preservation activities have occurred at the
site in the last 30 years; however, to supplement the existing record, knowledgeable persons within
Corydon should be contacted to determine if oral interviews may be useful in more fully defining the
record of twentieth-century stewardship at the site.

The information provided herein is complemented by an investigation of the wood element of the
Constitution EIm Monument, completed by Andrew Todd Conservators, Ltd., in 2013, a
supplemental report and implementation of treatment for the wooden element by Arnold Wood
Conservation LLC in June and July of 2014, and a structural assessment of the masonry pavilion,
undertaken by ARSEE Engineers, Inc., in June 2014, concurrent with the development of this report.
In total, the Historic Structure Report, conservator’s assessment and associated treatments to the
wood element, and the structural assessment of the monument are anticipated to satisfy all current
documentation needs.






. DEVELOPMENTAL HISTORY







A. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT

1. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

Preparation of the Historic Structure Report began with an archival file search, during which available
surveys, reports, studies, maps, and other data pertinent to the history of the Constitution EIm and the
construction and stewardship of the Constitution EIm Monument were identified and reviewed. This task
began by coordinating with Link Ludington, Chief of Historic Preservation for the Indiana State Museum
and Historic Sites Corporation, to secure previously completed studies and collected archival information
relevant to the Constitution EIm Monument; such documents included the Corydon Historic Sites Master
Plan, prepared by CBA, Inc. in 2009 on behalf of the Indiana Department of Natural Resources; the
Conservation Report: Monument Assessment, Indiana State Museums [sic] and Historic Sites, “Constitution
Elm,”” prepared by Andrew Todd Conservators Ltd., in 2013; and the 1935 construction drawings for the
Constitution EIm Monument, prepared by the Department of Conservation, Indiana Department of Public
Works.

Archival research also included a review of available maps, inventories, historic photographs, legal records,
maintenance records, and published primary and secondary literature available at local and regional
repositories. In addition to the Corydon Capitol State Historic Site, these facilities included the Harrison
County Public Library, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Harrison County
Recorder’s Office, Indiana State Archives, Indiana State Library, and Indiana Historical Society. Research
also included a review of digitized historical newspapers from throughout Indiana, particularly the Corydon
Democrat and Corydon Republican, available through Newspaperarchive.com and records available at
Ancestry.com. Discussions with personnel at the Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites Corporation,
including on-site staff at the Corydon SHS, were also engaged. Documents identified and utilized during the
archival research are listed in the annotated bibliography, and selected historical records are included in
Appendices A, B, C,D,Eand F.

It should be noted that an important resource that was elusive during the preparation of this report was an
intact historical maintenance record for the structure. Very few documents related directly to the State of
Indiana’s stewardship of the property have been located. In attempting to locate such records, the Division
of Engineering, Indiana Department of Natural Resources, was contacted regarding materials dating to the
state’s management of the property; personnel indicated that the division no longer retains such records,
having previously surrendered them to the ISMHS.! Given the role of the state entomologist in early-
twentieth-century efforts to preserve the Constitution EIm, efforts were also made to identify records that
might be retained by the Division of Forestry; yet, division personnel indicated that they maintain no
historical records related to the division’s past interactions with the site.> Completing extensive research at
the Indiana State Archives also proved problematic in building the administrative record. While the facility
retains records related to the early operations of the Division of Engineering, the materials have never been
processed or inventoried and are described as “pretty much inaccessible.” In addition, inventoried office
files of the Department of Public Works, to which the Department of Conservation was assigned in 1933,
located at the Indiana State Archives do not contain entries for the Constitution EIm site. Notably, files are

! Linda Taylor, Administrative Assistant, Division of Engineering, Indiana Department of Natural Resources, personal communication, 6 June
2014 and 11 June 2014.

2 Sheila Marsh, Administrative Assistant, Division of Forestry, Indiana Department of Natural Resources, personal communication, 13 June 2014.
® Alan January, Director of Patron Services, Indiana State Archives, personal communication, 16 June 2014.
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likewise absent from the ISMHS’ restoration facility in Madison, Indiana, where records have historically
been maintained for previously completed projects at State-owned historic sites.*

2. CONTEXT STATEMENT

The Constitution EIm Monument was built in 1936 to provide a permanent shelter for the major remnant of
the Constitution EIm and to commemorate the tree’s role in Indiana history.

The Constitution EIm as a Thriving Living Organism (1816-1908)

Historically located on Lots 10 and 11 at West High Street in the Town of Corydon and purported to have
begun life between 1700 and 1740, the Constitution Elm, as it became known, rose to historical significance
in the summer of 1816 (Figures 1-2).°> The events of that summer were formally set into motion on
December 11, 1815, when the Indiana Territory General Assembly, under Governor Thomas Posey,
approved and submitted a Memorial to Congress seeking congressional approval for statehood for Indiana,
which had met population requisites and was thus qualified to enter the Union.® The petition submitted to
Congress, it was referred to select committees in both the House and Senate for consideration. On January 5,
1816, Jonathan Jennings, chairman of the House’s committee, issued his committee’s approval of the
petition and attached to its report a bill for an Enabling Act, authorizing consideration of the petition by the
full House and Senate. On March 30, 1816, the bill was passed by the House, and on April 13, 1816, it was
passed by the Senate. Signed by President James Madison six days later, on April 19, the passed bill called
for a constitutional convention to be held at Corydon, Harrison County, beginning June 10, 1816, and
authorized residents of the Indiana Territory to choose delegates to participate in the convention. On May
13, 1816, elections were held in thirteen of the fifteen counties in the Indiana Territory to elect the delegates,
based on allotments, ranging from one to five persons for each county, which had been established by the
Territorial Legislature in the Memorial.’

Delegates selected, the constitutional convention assembled in June of 1816 at Corydon, which had been
designated the new territorial capital by the State Capital Act of 1813, replacing Vincennes. Described as
“an able and representative selection of Indiana citizens” and the *“sons of pioneering stock,” possessing
“good character, substantial common sense, and much practical knowledge,” the convention of 43 delegates
(see Table 1) met Monday through Saturday from June 10 to 29, 1816, in a morning and afternoon session,
under the leadership of Territorial Delegate Jonathan Jennings, elected president of the convention; William
Hendricks, who was not a delegate, was elected as Secretary.8 The first charge of the convention — after
setting rules for business and taking oaths — was to decide whether to formally move forward at that time
with the drafting of a constitution to enter statehood or to sanction a separate convention for such a purpose.
The afternoon of June 10, a resolution was issued in the affirmative: “Resolved, therefore, by the
representatives of the people of Indiana, met in convention at Corydon, on the 10" day of June, A.D. 18186,

4 Link Ludington, Chief of Historic Preservation, Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites Corporation, personal communication, 6 June 2014.

® The exact age of the tree is unknown, and narratives from throughout the twentieth century propose various dates. Generally, though, narratives
claim that the elm was 75 to 150 years old at the time of the events of 1816. See, for example, “Corydon, Indiana’s First Capital,” Corydon
Democrat, 22 December 1915 and "“To Save Constitutional Elm," Nashville American, 23 January 1910, the latter which notes a forestry expert
estimated it was 250 years of age at the time of the article's publication. The specific date of 1740 was presented by Leonore Lahue, but no source
is given for this estimation. See Leonore Lahue, “Constitution EIm — Symbol of Indiana’s Statehood Lives on Enshrined by DAR,” Corydon
Democrat, 22 February 1968.

® The Northwest Ordinance of 1787 had recommended that a territory should have a population of at least 60,000 persons to petition for
statehood. The Indiana Territory reached this milestone in 1815.

" William H. Roose, Indiana’s Birthplace; A History of Harrison County, Indiana (New Albany, Ind.: The Tribune Company, Printers, 1911), 36.
& Daniel Carmony, “Journal of the Convention of the Indiana Territory, 1816,” Indiana Magazine of History LX1:2 (June 1965): 81.
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Figure 1. Original plat of the Town of Corydon (Source: Plat Book 2, Recorder's Office, Harrison County Courthouse,

Corydon, Indiana).
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Table 1. Delegates Elected to the 1816 Constitutional Convention®

Delegate County Profession
John Ballodet Knox Lawyer
Patrick Baird Wayne Farmer
John Benefiel Knox Soldier

John Boone Harrison Lawyer
James Brownlee Franklin Farmer
Thomas Carr Clark Farmer
William Cotton Switzerland Lawyer
Jeremiah Cox Wayne Farmer

Hugh Cull Wayne Methodist preacher

John Depauw Washington Merchant
Alexander Devin Gibson Baptist preacher
James Dill Dearborn Lawyer
William Eads Franklin Merchant / tanner
Ezra Ferris Dearborn Baptist minister / teacher
Davis Floyd Harrison Lawyer
John Graham Clark Farmer
William Graham Washington Land surveyor
Daniel Grass Warrick Lawyer
Robert Hanna Franklin Farmer
Joseph Holman Wayne Public official
Nathaniel Hunt Jefferson Lawyer
Jonathan Jennings Clark Lawyer
John Johnson Knox Lawyer
Daniel Lane Harrison Lawyer
James Lemon Clark Lawyer
William Lowe Washington Lawyer
Dan Lynn Posey Lawyer
Enoch McCarty Franklin Lawyer
Robert Mclntire Washington Lawyer
Solomon Dearborn Lawyer
Manwaring
David Maxwell Jefferson Physician
Samuel Milroy Washington Carpenter
James Noble Franklin Lawyer
Benjamin Parke Knox Lawyer
Dennis Pennington Harrison Public official
Charles Polke Perry Baptist minister / lawyer
William Polke Knox Baptist minister / lawyer
Frederick Rapp Gibson Merchant
David Robb Gibson Surveyor
James Scott Clark Lawyer
Patrick Shields Harrison Lawyer
James Smith Gibson Public official
Samuel Smock Jefferson Lawyer
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that it is expedient, at this time, to proceed to form a constitution and state government.”lo Yet, further
consideration of the resolution by the convention was postponed until the next day.

When convened the afternoon of June 11, the convention reassumed the issue of whether to proceed with
the drafting of a constitution and subsequent entry into statehood. Following discussion by the whole of
the convention, the resolution was adopted by a vote of 34 to 8 persons; notably, the opposition included
all three delegates from Jefferson County, as well as two delegates from Gibson County, one from Knox

® Adapted from Avrille L. Funk, "The Birth of Indiana, 1816," in Frederick Porter Griffin, The Story of Indiana's Constitution Elm, Corydon,
Indiana, June 1816 (Corydon, Ind.: Dogwood Printing, 1974), 6.
0 Daniel Carmony, “Journal of the Convention of the Indiana Territory, 1816,” Indiana Magazine of History LXI1:2 (June 1965): 81-82.



County, and one from Harrison County. With the resolution to move toward statehood approved, the
convention was arranged into committees to prepare the articles for the constitution.** Work progressed
rapidly during the next two weeks and the convention adjourned in just 18 working days (20 days total)
with a drafted constitution consisting of 12 articles, largely based on the United States constitution and
those of neighboring Ohio, Kentucky, Tennessee, and Pennsylvania.** As stipulated by the Northwest
Ordinance of 1787, the constitution prohibited slavery or involuntary servitude. Signed by convention
President Jonathan Jennings and Secretary William Hendricks, the Constitution was ordered for printing
for distribution to the General Assembly, President James Madison, and Congressional leaders on June 28
and 29, 1816. By final resolution, the approved Constitution was read to the convention, which then
adjourned. In the following months, the Constitution and resolution for statehood was passed through
Congress, and, on December 11, 1816, President James Madison authorized the formal Congressional
resolution, admitting Indiana to statehood, exactly one year after the Indiana Territorial General
Assembly submitted its Memorial. As noted by historian Donald F. Carmony, “although communication
and transportation facilities were quite limited,” the requisite steps for Indiana’s statehood were
completed in a “remarkably short time,” a testament to those involved.*®

While the actions carried out at the convention are well recorded in documents such as the Journal of the
Convention of the Indiana Territory, 1816, some of the specific details of the convention have historically
been subjects for debate. One such detail is the specific location, or locations, in which the convention
met during the discussions at Corydon. Some historical accounts, particularly those of the early twentieth
century, indicate that the convention met in the new capitol (Old State Capitol Building), construction of
which had begun in 1814, following the relocation of the territorial government to Corydon in May of
1813 however, the capitol was still under construction in the summer of 1816, and the first story is not
known to have been occupiable prior to late 1816, when the first meeting of the first State General
Assembly was held there (Figure 3)."° Given that construction was still underway on the limestone
building and would have likely been considered a nuisance to the important work being carried out by the
convention, it is unlikely, then, that the delegates would have chosen to hold the convention at the under-
construction capitol. More likely, and recorded in some secondary accounts, is that the convention met in
the “Courthouse on the Hill.”*® Located at the northwest corner of Market Street (now Capitol Avenue)
and High Street, this courthouse was established on the property of George F. Pope, who sold his
unfinished log house and land to the county for the sum of $500 in 1811. Following purchase, the county
hired Henry Rice and William Branham to complete work on the house suitable for the purposes of
county functions (Figure 4)."’

! Ibid., 97-98.

2 Avrille L. Funk, "The Birth of Indiana, 1816," in Frederick Porter Griffin, The Story of Indiana's Constitution Elm, Corydon, Indiana, June
1816 (Corydon, Ind.: Dogwood Printing, 1974), 7.

%3 Daniel Carmony, “Journal of the Convention of the Indiana Territory, 1816,” Indiana Magazine of History LXI1:2 (June 1965): 17.

1 See, for example, “Met Under Elm Tree Just 90 Years Ago,” Corydon Democrat, 13 June 1906. In this, it is noted: “The convention convened
in the old State capitol which is now owned by Harrison County and used as a courthouse.” Other examples of this notation include that in Daniel
Carmony, “Journal of the Convention of the Indiana Territory, 1816,” Indiana Magazine of History LXI:2 (June 1965): 81.

15 Ball State University Center for Historic Preservation, Old State Capitol Historic Structure Report (Muncie, Ind.: Ball State University, 2006),
50.

6 «Article by Fred Griffin March Release of SESQUI Scrapbook State Distribution,” Corydon Democrat, 22 March 1967; “Court House of 1816
Was Rented Near EIm Tree, Funk,” Corydon Democrat, 26 April 1967; “Constitution Was Written at ‘Courthouse on the Hill,”” Corydon
Democrat, 10 August 1988.

7 Frederick Porter Griffin, Harrison County’s Earliest Years (Corydon, Ind.: 0’Bannon Publishing Co., Inc., 1986), 17.
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Figure 3. A circa 1875 photograph of the Old State Capitol (Source: Photographic Collection, Frederick Porter Griffin

Center for Local History and Genealogy).
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Figure 4. Sketch of the "Courthouse on the Hill," located at Market and High Streets (Source: Harrison County's Earliest

Years, 38).



Tradition also holds that, faced with
the heat of the summer and the
resultant high indoor temperatures,
efforts were made to find a meeting
location outdoors and that a
recommendation was put forth to
convene some sessions under the
shade of a large elm tree across on
High Street, across Market Street,
near Big Indian Creek.'®* While many
accounts do not credit the
recommendation to any particular
delegate, others credit it to Daniel
Lane, one of Harrison County’s
delegates and future State Treasurer,
who was said to reside at the property
on which the elm was located (Figure
5).1 As described in secondary
accounts of the twentieth century, the
appeal of the tree was said to be -
complemented by its setting, which Figure 5. Ungiate_d photograph of the Constitution EIm and the Daniel
was n.oted as h.aving bgen long Bzr;sor;cr):sz éan(\e/:)nrtL?arrg/sfg;gfz "Scenes of Yesteryear," Corydon
recognized by Native Americans and

early settlers:?°

“Around the beginning of the nineteenth century the Westfalls and the Lanes
came to the little settlement of Corydon looking for a place to build their cabins.
Up the hill to the north and slightly to the west of the main part of town, they
found a spot shaded by a wide-spreading elm. A creek wandered along the west
side of the site. A spring bubbled out of the rocks nearby, promising a plentiful
supply of water. A small limestone cave could be used for a cellar.”*

'8 Given that the story of the delegates relocating to the shade of the Constitution EIm is based, in part, on the delegate's supposed discomfort in
the high temperatures of summer, the authors of this report attempted to locate historical weather data for the period in question; however, no
such data was located. It should be noted, though, that the year 1816 is known popularly as the "“Year Without a Summer," when temperatures
dropped dramatically and frost lingered into northern states and into the Midwest. While specific information was not located providing details
for southern Indiana, a recalling of the events in a 1907 edition of a Loogootee, Indiana, newspaper notes: "In Indiana some few corn fields which
were especially sheltered escaped destruction.” See "A Year Without A Summer," Loogootee-Martin County Tribune, 29 March 1907. Curiously,
there's reference to the near-catastrophic temperatures of that summer in The Pageant of Corydon: The Pioneer Capital of Indiana, 1816-1916, a
play written by William Chauncy Langdon for the centennial celebration in Corydon. The scene plays out as follows: "One Delegate: Jennings
President, Hendricks Secretary! Good Choices!; Other: The best! It is too stuffy in there for me, though. | am used to being out-doors where there
is plenty of good fresh air and sunshine.; One Delegate: It's a cool summer though, too cool. Frost last night, all the week.[emphasis added];
Other: | know, but | like to be outdoors. Mr. President, | move you that the Convention adjourn out here under this beautiful shady elm tree for
the balance of the session..."

%% See "The Elm of Corydon to Indiana," Indianapolis Star, 14 November 1915, and "Site of Indiana Territorial Capitol,” Corydon Democrat, 10
August 1988, for example. It should be noted that while such sources indicate that Daniel Lane owned the property on which the elm was
situated, during the summer of 1816, Lane did not yet own the property. The deed transferring the property to him is not dated until January 27,
1819, two-and-one-half years after the events of the constitutional convention. Whether or not Lane even lived at the property prior to 1819 is a
matter of speculation.

2 Frederick Porter Griffin, “The Constitution Elm, Corydon, Indiana,” Indiana History Bulletin 46:6 (June 1969): 80.

2 _eonore Lahue, “Constitution EIm — Symbol of Indiana’s Statehood Lives on Enshrined by DAR,” Corydon Democrat, 22 February 1968.
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It is in this setting that much of Indiana’s constitution is said to have been written, the delegates walking
“eighty yards west on High Street to finish their work under the spreading limbs of The [sic] Constitution
Elm.”? As noted by local historian Frederick Porter Griffin, “With cramped indoor quarters, the delegates
chose the inviting shade of the nearby giant elm. Near this elm was a large spring of cool water for
drinking. Also, the cold spring water was an excellent spot to cool the jugs of brandy.”* Others recorded
the event in a much more romanticized way:

“...that they betook themselves to the inviting shade of the elm. Here, these men
of the forest — whose lives were ever close to nature yet who were the leading
men of the state — men of character and ability, worked for twenty continuous
days to create a system of government that would protect the rights of the people
and would keep the state clean from the stain of human slavery. Beneath this
grand old elm, with the songs of birds and the rustle of leaves overhead, by the
rippling waters of the Big Indian Creek, near a crystal clear spring. In the perfect
days of June — was it any wonder they did their work so well?”%*

Yet, in consideration of the lack of direct documentary evidence placing the delegates at the elm, the
degree to which the events of the summer of 1816 occurred underneath the historic elm tree has
historically been a point of debate. Indeed, the narrative largely carried down by verbal tradition, the first
written notation of the delegates meeting under the historic elm as a statement of fact appears to be from
1891; and newspaper references to a “Constitution EIm,” “Constitutional EIm,” or any other referential
phrases directly associating the tree with the constitutional convention do not appear until 1897.* A
series of articles in the Corydon Democrat in 1923 sum up the debate.

In June 1923, the Corydon Democrat reprinted an editorial by historian George S. Cottman of
Indianapolis, Indiana, originally published in the Indianapolis News. While the intent of Cottman’s piece
was, as he stated, to highlight the important work of the constitutional convention of 1816 at Corydon, his
statement regarding the Constitution EIm received the most attention: “The Convention spent nearly three
weeks at its work, and the tradition has been handed down that some of the sessions were held in the
shade of the great spreading tree now famous as ‘the Constitutional EIm,” but as there is not statement of
this kind that can be regarded as authortiative [sic], it scarcely can be regarded as established by
history.”?® Much flustered by Cottman’s claim, Reverend J. Edward Murr, a Methodist leader and local
historian, issued a rebuttal. In his statement, Murr cited the 1891 reference made by Daniel F. Lemmon,
who, in his published booklet on the early history of Harrison County, Indiana, had stated:

22 “Constitution Was Written at *‘Courthouse on the Hill,”” Corydon Democrat, 10 August 1988.

2 "Remember When: Beneath the Shade of the Constitution Elm, Framers Wrote Much of Indiana's Constitution." Undated article in the files of
the Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana.

2 0ld Capital Centennial Souvenir Program (Louisville, Ky: Acme Printing Co., Inc., 1916), 4.

% See, for example, “The Town of Corydon: The Birthplace of the State of Indiana,” Corydon Democrat, 1 January 1897. In this souvenir edition,
the paper proclaims: “Not less celebrated than the capitol building is the Constitutional EIm under whose spreading branches and grateful shelter,
it is said, and no doubt truly, that the pioneer delegates who met at Corydon in 1816 to draft the first constitution of Indiana and formulate plans
of government for the future great State, were wont to perform their duties instead of in the State House.” The statement regarding the lack of
references to the elm in association with the constitution is based on a review of the following newspapers from the mid-nineteenth century
forward through database services such as Newspaper.com and ProQuest.com: Corydon Democrat (Corydon, Indiana); Corydon Republican
(Corydon, Indiana); Louisville Courier-Journal (Louisville, Kentucky); Nashville American (Nashville, Tennessee); and the Indianapolis Star
(Indianapolis, Indiana). It is appropriate to note here, though, that there was also evidently a tradition that preceding the tree's association with
the constitutional convention. This preceding tradition claimed that the tree was the site of the meeting of the first Legislature following the
relocation of the territorial capital to Corydon in 1813. This is published in a single manuscript, and, as located thus far, a single newspaper
article. In the latter, it is also speculated that the elm could have been the site of the constitutional convention. For additional details of this
account, see Section A.4 of this report.

% “The Story of Indiana,” Corydon Democrat, 28 February 1923.
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“They had chased the deer and had contended with the savages of the forest, the
Indians, and were used to out-of-door exercise; and rather than be seated in a
large, commodious, and cosey [sic] room of the ‘Ancient Capital’ building,
during their entire session, in the hot days of June, from the 10", to the 29", they
hied themselves to the inviting shades of the spreading boughs of a huge EIm, on
the banks of Big Indian creek, about two squares north-west of the Capital
building, where they spent about half their time, of twenty days, devising ways
and means to secure to their posterity, and the future generations, a happy and
prosperous people, a wise and good government.

The old Elm still stands in all of its grandure [sic]; one hundred and twenty-four
feet from tip to tip of its branches, five feet in diameter, and about fifty feet high.
It was photographed in the spring of 1891, for this work, and the foregoing is an
exact picture of it (Figure 6). This mammoth EIm is sacredly cherished by all the
inhabitants of the 'Ancient Capital.' and greatly admired by all who behold it.
Long may it wave.”?’

Figure 6. Constitution Elm as it appeared in Daniel Lemmon's published work (Source: Daniel Lemmon, The Ancient
Capital of the State of Indiana, Corydon, Harrison County (New Albany, Ind.: Ledger Company, 1891), 16).

" D.F. Lemmon, The Ancient Capital of the State of Indiana, Corydon, Harrison County (New Albany, Ind.: Ledger Company, 1891), 17.
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Reverend Murr continued, claiming as evidence remembrances of two Corydon citizens who recalled being
present as children, and finished by verbally lashing at Mr. Cottman:

“1 well remember Henry Funk, the father of Prof. J.P. Funk, as well as also Mr.
[Solomon] Wynn the father of Mr. James Wynn of Corydon. Both of these men
attained a great age, Mr. Funk reaching his 103 year and Mr. Wynn nearly the same
age. At the time of this Constitutional Convention Mr. Funk was five years old and Mr.
Wynn was 10. Mr. Funk stated positively that he was present on one occasion when
these shirt-sleeved statesmen were seated about beneath this old EIm. His step-father a
Mr. Reaugh was a pioneer Surveyor in our county and traveled about much over the
county in those early days and thus Funk had this one visit to the place of the
Constitution building. Mr. Wynn stated that he was present on a number of occasions
when these men were assembled beneath the old tree. The following circumstance
related by him served to fix this indelibly in his memory. The family had a tree or two
of red apples (early harvest) and he gathered up a basket full of these on more than one
occasion and carried them to the Constitution framers and peddled them out among
these men. This is direct as well as circumstantial evidence. . .

The gratuitous assertion of Cottman is a needless reflection upon the cherished veracity
of our fathers who while they did not write this fact, as such, in the records of the State,
yet for this reason no sort of blame can possibly be attached. In view of our just pride in
the old EIm and resting as we always have in the sacred belief of the certainty of the
events transpiring beneath the shade of this old tree, | find myself thinking that Mr.
Cottman’s gratuitous reflection is a needless effort in the way of impeachment of our
forebears.”

On July 22, 1923, an additional recollection was added to the debate, when Thomas James de la Hunt wrote of
his grandmother, a Corydon native, in the Evansville Courier and Press, which was reprinted in the Corydon
Democrat. His grandmother, Rebecca Lang, was noted as living in Corydon from about 1808 to 1820 and having
been eight years old at the time of the convention. According to de la Hunt's recounting of his grandmother's
story:

“The EIm tree's shade had been a favorite playground for the youngsters of the village,
but after the delegates adjourned thither for serious debate, the Corydon mothers
thoughtfully kept their children away from the spot, that the law-makers should not be
disturbed by noisy games. Thus little 'Becky' Lang always remembered how she had
been temporarily exiled from a beloved haunt, for reasons she could not fully
appreciate at the time.”?

With such isolated secondary accounts providing the sole documentary record for the events of June 1816, the
editorial response of Mr. Lew M. O'Bannon, owner of the Corydon Democrat, to this series of articles in 1923
perhaps best summarizes the prevailing consensus regarding the historic elm, even as it was viewed in the late
nineteenth century: “We can only say that since many of our oldest citizens now living, and many still older ones
who are gone, never heard the truth of the claim questioned, it is the best of evidence that the Convention met

% «“Thumb-nail Sketches and Incidents,” Corydon Democrat, 27 June 1923.
# “some More Evidence,” Corydon Democrat, 1 August 1923.
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under the Old Constitutional Elm.”*° Under such
assertion, the historic elm, known popularly from the
late nineteenth century onward as the “Constitution
Elm” or “Constitutional EIm,” or, occasionally, the “Old
Elm” or “Grand EIm,” continued its ascension as the
icon of the birth of Indiana.

From then onward, the venerated elm became a shrine
of sorts for the community, representing the identity of
Corydon and, more importantly, the state. It was
frequented by visitors to the city and became the
meeting place for numerous organizations, including
church groups, school classes, politicians, elected
officials (Figure 7), and even the Ku Klux Klan, which
held its first public meeting there.®* Of much visual
interest, the Constitution EIm was also the subject of
dozens of photographs, postcards, and paintings, and
was later noted to be the most photographed tree in
Indiana from the mid-nineteenth century forward,;
although, only photographs from the late nineteenth
cerlltury_(%8903) onward_ are _known to exist.™ Noted officials and friends seated beneath the

artist William Forsyth arrived in Corydon the summer of Constitution Elm (Source: Photographic files,

1896, finding "good stuff to paint and sketch," and took Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History

to the legendary tree as his subject (Figure 8).%* The aura and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana).

of the historic elm widespread, the offspring of the tree

was even collected for the Hobbs Bros. nursery in Bridgeport, Indiana, “for grafting purposes,” so that there could
be “small constitutional elms all over the State.”**

f-"'—;-..... ‘ﬁ“ :‘*“_.'I"m-,..-' » =

Figure 7. 1893 photograph of a group of county

Yet, as the tree rose to prominence, its legacy was feared to be jeopardized by deteriorating conditions. In
1897, concern was raised over the embankment on which the Constitution EIm was located, which was
eroding and exposing the root system. Concerns remained into 1898, when, in April, calls were made in the
local newspaper for a wall to be constructed around the embankment. In May, the Town Board of Corydon
moved forward with the request, constructing a stone wall around the elm to contain the eroding embankment
(Figure 9). 35 A month later, on June 10, 1898, a wind storm passed through Corydon, and “havoc was
done to the old elms, including the ‘Historical EIm,” which was stripped of many of its ancient
branches.”36 While a report of December 1898 noted that the tree, with branches then

® No further points were raised by historian George Cottman following the final rebuttal by Reverend Murr. And, in fact, Cottman used the
information introduced by Murr in support of his telling of the Constitution EIm's story in his 1924 publication on the history of Harrison County.
See George S. Cottman, Indiana: Its History, Constitution and Government (Indianapolis: The Bobbs-Merrill Company, 1925), 68.

® «Ku Klux Klan Holds Meeting Under Historic EIm at Corydon,” Corydon Republican, 20 September 1923.

%2 Frederick Porter Griffin, “The Constitution Elm, Corydon, Indiana,” Indiana History Bulletin 46:6 (June 1969): 80.

% Rachel Berenson Perry, William J. Forsyth: The Life and Work of an Indiana Artist (Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press, 2004), 36.

% «Constitutional EIm,” Corydon Republican, 16 March 1899.

% “Thursday, September 30, 1897,” Corydon Republican, 30 December 1897; “Thursday, April 28, 1898,” Corydon Republican, 28 April 1898;
“Thursday, June 2, 1898,” Corydon Republican, 2 June 1898.

% «A Storm at Corydon,” Corydon Democrat, 15 June 1898.
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Figure 8. William Forsyth's 1896 painting of the Constitution Elm (Source: Reproduction card located in the files of the
Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy).

Figure 9. Undated photograph of the Constitution Elm showing conditions circa 1898 (Source: Photographic files,
Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy).
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measuring 125 feet across, was showing signs of decay, it also stated that it is “probably good for scores of
years to come.”’ The reality was, though, the effects of age and wear were beginning to take their toll on
the tree; a 1901 article in the Corydon Democrat indicated that “the old monarch still shows the effects of a
storm several years ago,” requiring the removal of dead limbs by a “force of hands.”*® Added to concerns
were emerging reports throughout the state, beginning in 1905, which indicated that trees in Corydon were
succumbing to infestation of worms and that the Constitution EIm was under threat. However, the Corydon
Democrat, quoting neighbors to the elm, denied such reports.*®

The Hoosier EIm Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution Stewardship of the Constitution EIm
(1908-1936)

With concerns regarding the tree's condition lingering into the twentieth century, the Hoosier EIm Chapter
of the Daughters of the American Revolution, beginning in 1909, took over care of the beloved elm,
receiving permission from the Town Board of Corydon. *° As proclaimed by the Indianapolis Star, "the old
elm at Corydon, under whose rugged limbs the state constitution was drawn up ninety-three years ago and
which for awhile seemed doomed to destruction has at last found a permanent caretaker in the Corydon
organization of the Daughters of the American Revolution, appropriately called the EIm Tree Chapter." **
The chapter, established in 1908, had been named in honor of the great tree and made its preservation one of
the group's primary causes, with efforts to care for the slowly dying tree being spearheaded by Mary Jane
“Jennie” Griffin.** Of particular concern for the DAR was establishing whether the EIm Leaf Beetle, which
had been attacking other elms throughout Corydon during the first years of the twentieth century, was
affecting the Constitution Elm; in 1909, H.L. Chamberlain, Deputy State Entomologist, was sent to Corydon
to inspect the town's elms.*

In his report, Chamberlain noted that the EIm Leaf Beetle was found *“in great abundance and in its different
stages of development” on Corydon's historic elms, including the Constitution EIm, which was discovered
to have the beetles “at work on it.”** Recommendations were made to remove dead branches and to fill
cavities in the root and several large limbs with concrete to prevent further decay. Discussions continued
into 1910, when State Entomologist Benjamin W. Douglass again sent a delegate — this time, Frank N.
Wallace — to consult on treatment for Corydon's historic elms and particularly the Constitution EIm. Again,
recommendations were made that large cavities be filled with concrete and that the exposed stubs from
which limbs had been broken or cut should be covered so as to promote growth of a new bark covering;
Wallace also recommended that the whole tree be sprayed with arsenate of lead.”> The recommended
treatment was carried out in August 1910, the first in a series of annual treatments that introduced chemicals
and concrete to the structure of the tree.*® Notes on the treatment of 1911, for example, verify the continued
use of such methods by the State Entomologist, noting that their expert trimmed dead limbs, sprayed the
tree, “filled all cavities with concrete and doctored it in every way he could.”*’

® " Anent to the Old Capitol and Constitutional EIm," Corydon Republican, 22 December 1898.

% [Untitled article], Corydon Democrat, 26 June 1901.

% «Constitution Elm,” Corydon Democrat, 12 July 1905.

0 Frederick Porter Griffin, “The Constitution EIm, Corydon, Indiana,” Indiana History Bulletin 46:6 (June 1969): 81; “State Entomologist: Sends
Specialist to Corydon to Determine Why Her Old EIms Are Dying,” Corydon Republican, 15 July 1909.

4 "patriotic Women Take Charge of Historic EIm," Indianapolis Star, 4 December 1909.

“2 Frederick Porter Griffin, “The Constitution Elm,” Indiana History Bulletin. June 1969 p 81.

“2 «State Entomologist: Sends Specialist to Corydon to Determine Why Her Old Elms Are Dying,” Corydon Republican, 15 July 1909.

4 “Elm Leaf Beetle,” Corydon Democrat, 14 July 1909.

5 “protect Our Stately Elms,” Corydon Republican, 28 July 1910.

46 “Help the Committee,” Corydon Democrat, 27 July 1910; “Supplement to the Corydon Democrat,” Corydon Democrat, 17 August 1910; “Talk
of Plans to Save Old EIm Tree,” Indianapolis Sun, 2 August 1910.

47 “Constitutional Elm,” Corydon Democrat, 13 November 1912.
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Continuing into the new decade, the DAR maintained efforts to coordinate care for the historic elm in
association with the state entomologist and other specialists, but concerns lingered about the fate of the
tree. Newspaper accounts of 1912 from Evansville, Indiana, note that around 1910, two boughs on the
tree withered and they were subsequently cut from the trunk and cavities filled with concrete.”® More
significant, though, was the fear of human-induced damage. In 1912, the Town Board of Corydon made
plans for street improvements throughout portions of the community, including High Street. Here, the
street was widened and paved, sidewalks were installed, and new gutters and curbs put in place,
significantly altering the immediate landscape of the Constitution EIm. The rock-faced concrete block
wall historically fronting (now bisected by the monument) the embankment upon which the Constitution
Elm rises was also constructed as part of this project, replacing the stone wall introduced in 1898 and a
smaller wall introduced by the DAR.* Citizen concern regarding these actions materialized nearly
immediately, one such citizen taking to the Corydon Democrat: “The Constitutional EIm is about to go.
They built a street, cut off its roots and the next thing it will die.”*®

The Town Board took issue with such claims, though, and refuted that they had caused damage to the
much-beloved elm:

“The street improvement ordered at this point, originally made quite a curve
about this tree, but upon arranging to do the work, it was ascertained that the
walk and curb could be laid much nearer the tree, as grade was, without in any
way laid as near on a line as possible and same was done. No roots of this tree
were cut. The walk as laid, is above the original level of the ground upon which
this tree stood. There has been a fill about the tree, and the walk was not laid at
the full depth of this fill, nor as low as the old stone gutter that ran along the
south edge of the tree for years and now lies below this fill and the present street
improvements. The wall built by the Hoosier EIm Chapter is to be replaced by
the town authorities, and the tree has not been nor can be injured in no way by
the street improvements.”*

The matter was further put to rest upon visit by specialists from the State Entomologist's office in early
1913, who indicated that it appeared “that no harm has been done to the tree by the town authorities in
removing the bank to construct the pavement, and that when a wall is built at the north side of the
sidewalk it will protect the roots of the tree sufficiently (Figure 10).”%

Into the mid-1910s, comments on the state of the historic tree fell into two camps: those who believed the
elm was inevitably failing and those who believed the treatments were appropriately conserving the tree
for future generations. The more prevalent of the two were those who felt that the tree would, in the near
future, come to an end unless formal action was taken. Such opinions are appropriately represented by
those expressed in the Indianapolis Star and reprinted in the Corydon Democrat in 1912, following an
Indianapolis resident's visit to the tree:

“l saw the Corydon EIm this week. The state ought to be ashamed of itself. The
tree looks neglected indeed, scant of foliage with uncut weeds and grass all

48 «
49 «
50 e
51 e
52 n

Corydon, Birthplace of Indiana State,” Evansville Journal, 31 January 1912.

A Word from the Town Board Concerning the Constitutional EIm,” Corydon Republican, 28 November 1912.
Constitution EIm,” Corydon Republican, 14 November 1912.

A Word from the Town Board Concerning the Constitutional EIm,” Corydon Republican, 28 November 1912.
Pruning 'Constitutional EIm,"" Corydon Democrat, 19 March 1913.
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around it. The stone wall surrounding it should at any sacrifice be thrown several
feet farther out and the poor old tree be given more “pot room’ and new earth to
comfort its declining days. There should be a paling on the wall and a tablet or
placard to show what the tree stands for...

The old State House and the old elm should be cared for together. According to
report, no time should be lost in looking after the tree, if it is to be saved. Taken
in time, surprising things may be accomplished in the way of giving old trees a
new lease of life.”*®

While such claims of a declining life expectancy were supported by investigations of the State
Entomologist, who stated it was clear that the tree was “nearing its end,” due, in large part to the EIm
Leaf Beetle, the years of treatment by the State Entomologist appeared to many of the citizens of Corydon
to be working.>* In commenting on the pruning, spraying, and concrete filling of the early 1910s, the
Corydon Democrat noted, “the result of this treatment has been that the constitutional elm has taken on
new vigor and probably will live through generations to tell its story of the pioneer upbuilding of a great
state.”® And, under such promise, again and again, the tree was pruned and sprayed with arsenate of lead,
and concrete work was completed in areas where limbs had broken off or they had been degraded by
insects; annual coverage
of the activities was
covered by the Corydon
Democrat. *°

As the year 1916
approached, marking the
State of Indiana’s
centennial, a new urgency
arose. Combined with the
increasing recognition by
the townspeople that the
elm was slowly but
inevitably going to fail, -
continued pressure was CONSTITUTIONAL ELM

put on Corydon and the {CORYDAN 1min *

DAR, which had assumed Figure 10. Undated photographic postcard of the Constitution EIm showing the
stewardship, to preserve improved street and wall circa 1913 (Source: Photographic files, Frederick Porter
the tree: Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy).

5% "About Our Elm Tree," Corydon Democrat, 9 October 1912.

* Ibid.

% “Constitutional Elm,” Corydon Republican, 5 November 1914.

% “Help the Committee to Save the Constitutional EIm,” Corydon Democrat, 27 July 1910. See Section 11.A.3. Chronology of Construction and
Alterations in this report for a more representative selection of treatment dates.
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“Our people should remember that next year, 1916, will be Indiana's centennial
year and that June 16, 1916, it will be just one hundred years since our first State
Constitution was adopted under the shade of the ‘Constitution Elm,” and we
regard it as almost certain that on that day thousands of Indiana's most prominent
citizens will be here to help celebrated [sic] the one hundredth anniversary of that
important event, and naturally every resident of Harrison county, and of course
every citizen of Indiana, would like to see the historic old elm tree looking its
very best. Personally, we are willing to do our part toward paying the necessary
expenses of giving the old elm the treatment it needs, and we trust the members
of the D.A.R. may see their way clear to have the work done within proper
time.”’

To that end, the DAR continued its treatment of the elm in advance of the centennial, supported not only
by the State Entomologist but also specialists such as J.P.A. Hertlein, a landscape architect of New
Albany known as the “Tree Surgeon,” who continued to recommend removal of dead components,
spraying with chemicals, and filling all cavities with cement.® More importantly, the DAR also pressed
forward for formal on-site recognition of the tree's importance, which had never before been provided. On
October 7, 1915, that recognition became a reality when the Hoosier EIm Chapter of the DAR placed and
dedicated a limestone marker with a bronze plaque identifying the tree's significance in relation to the
development of the state. The first effort to interpret and memorialize the site, the inscription read:
“Constitution EIm. On this site, June 10-29, 1816, the Constitution of Indiana was framed. Erected by the
Hoosier Elm Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution, 1915. Dedicated October 7, 1915.”*°
(Figures 11-12) The new marker in place, the Constitution EIm was proudly incorporated into the
centennial events of 1916:

“Another very pleasing feature of the Friday morning program was the grand
march from the public square to the ‘Constitution EIm.” The procession was led
by the Purdue University Band and it filled the streets the full width all the way.

A brief but effective program was rendered under the historic tree, which
consisted of the singing of ‘Indiana’ by about one hundred and fifty boys and
girls of the Corydon grade schools led by Miss Clara Bennett, and a short address
by Congressman Merrill Moores...

From the ‘Constitutional EIm’ the celebrators marched back to the public square,

led by the Band, where a Centennial EIm was planted with appropriate

ceremony.”®

57 “Constitution EIm,” Corydon Democrat, 31 March 1915.

%8 "Tree Surgeon," Corydon Democrat, 24 March 1915; "Constitution EIm," Corydon Democrat, 31 March 1915.

% “Will Dedicate Boulder,” Corydon Democrat, 6 October 1915; Eighteenth Report of the National Society of the Daughters of the American
Revolution: October 11, 1914, to October 11, 1915 (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1916) 76.

8 «*Twas a Great Centennial Celebration,” Corydon Democrat, 7 June 1916.
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Figure 11. Circa 1916 photograph of the Constitution Elm. Note the large broken limbs in the foreground (Source:
Photographic files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana).

Figure 12. Circa 1916 photograph of the Constitution EIm. Note the large broken limbs in the foreground (Source: Frank
M. Hohenberger Photographic Collection, Indiana University Digital Library, http:/www.dlib.indiana.edu/).
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Despite the celebration of the elm as part of the centennial celebrations, in the years following dedication
of the memorial plaque, the optimism of the mid-1910s on the part of some citizens appeared to be
replaced by a nearly wholesale recognition that the Constitution EIm was only going to last a few more
years, reportedly due to the EIm Leaf Beetle, which was said to have made another “sudden appearance”
in Corydon: “And it [the Constitution EIm] has been injured. We examined its leaves last Thursday and
sent some of them to Mr. Wallace and the beetle is doing its work.”®* Treatment measures intensified,
and, in 1918, State Entomologist Frank Wallace returned to the tree, accompanied by landscape architect
J.P.A. Heartlien, to administer treatment in order to save the few leaves remaining on the tree.® In 1920,
Wallace's visit introduced additional treatments, intended to fend off both fungous disease and pests,
including the EIm Leaf Beetle and red spider specifically. These treatments included application of
nicotine oleate, Bordeaux mixture, and arsenate of lead to the tree, and the spreading of 100 pounds of
sulphate of ammonia around the base of the tree as fertilizer (Figure 13).%

Efforts accelerated, the DAR appointed a dedicated EIm Tree Committee in 1922 in a last ditch effort to
save the tree; although, historically, the elm had already been one of the — if not the — primary cause of
the chapter. ® Headed by Jennie Griffin, the committee continued to oversee treatments for the tree and
also directly addressed other issues of concern, such as how to contend with the elm's expansive limbs,
one of which had, by this time, grown to extend across High Street and onto the yard across the way. The
problem with such was brought to direct light in a sensational, newsworthy way in 1923, when a man in a
touring car drove down the street and had his vehicle's top cloth torn off by the limb. He threatened to sue
the DAR for not cutting the limb, but he ultimately did not because the DAR threatened to countersue him
for hitting the elm.®®

By the winter 1923, it was clearly evident that the tree was on its last stand: “A member of the State
Conservation Department who recently visited reports to the Associated Press that the historic
Constitution EIm is dying and will last only a short time longer. Every exigency known to the science of
tree surgery and preservation has been taken in an effort to save the marker, he says, but every indication
is that it can not [sic] last more than another year.”®® When the next season began in the spring of 1924,
only a few small branches sprouted leaves, which quickly withered. In June 1925, the tree was declared
dead, noted as a victim of the EIm Leaf Beetle. Jennie Griffin, head of the EIm Tree Committee, wrote to
State Entomologist Frank Wallace in search of an answer for what to do with the tree. Recognizing the
historical value of the elm, Wallace recommended preserving part of the trunk in a glass house and using
the salvaged wood cut from the tree for souvenirs.®’

61
62
63
64

“Save the Constitution EIm,” Corydon Democrat, 14 August 1918.

“Sprayed Constitution EIm,” Corydon Democrat, 14 September 1918.

“*Constitution EIm’ Sprayed,” Corydon Democrat, 7 July 1920.

“The Constitution EIm,” Corydon Republican, 9 November 1923.

% Frederick Porter Griffin, “The Constitution EIm, Corydon, Indiana,” Indiana History Bulletin 46:6 (June 1969): 81.

% “The Constitution EIm,” Corydon Republican, 8 November 1923.

57 1t should be noted that as early as 1915, wood elements from the Constitution Elm were already being used by the DAR to create souvenirs,
primarily gavels. See “House and Senate Heads Receive Historic Gavels,” Corydon Democrat, 3 February 1915, and “Assembly Given Historic
Gavels,” Corydon Democrat, 17 February 1915.
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Figure 13. Circa 1922 photograph of the Constitution Elm showing its dying state in the 1920s. Note the full crown on
trees in the background. (Source: "Scenes from Yesteryear," Corydon Democrat, 27 August 1980).
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With Wallace's advice in hand, on July 29, the EIm Tree Committee and the Town Board met to discuss
what was to be done. It was agreed that the committee would move forward with plans to salvage the
trunk and that the committee would handle removal of the branches, while the DAR and the Town Board
would split the costs to do s0.”® A fallen limb on August 3 reinforced the necessary expediency of this
action, and, on August 5 and 6, 1925, the dead limbs of the tree were removed under the hands of Godfrey
Faith, Perry Huntsinger, and Gilbert Chambers. As noted by committee leader Jennie Griffin, “by
Saturday, August 8th — at noon, all limbs from the tree had been hauled and stored; grounds all cleaned up
and work entirely done.”®® The cut limbs were left under the care of Jennie Griffin, Maurice Griffin, and
Judge T.J. Wilson (Figures 14-15).” In total, 34 wagonloads of wood were hauled from the site by
George Fried, Grover Tindall, and Noah Arnett and stored in 28 locations in the vicinity of Corydon. Ten
loads of large limbs were taken to Keller Manufacturing in Louisville, Kentucky, to be made into lumber
to be used as souvenirs to be sold by the DAR, including gavels, bookends, napkin rings, and small
commemorative cuts.”* The total cost to take down the tree was $51.50, the equivalent of nearly $700.00
in current monies.”
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Figure 14. 1925 photograph of the dead limbs being cut from the Constitution Elm (Source: Frederick Porter Griffin, The
Story of Indiana's Constitution EIm, Corydon, Indiana, June 1816 (Corydon, Ind.: Dogwood Printing, 1974)).

Zz Frederick Porter Griffin, “The Constitution EIm, Corydon, Indiana,” Indiana History Bulletin 46:6 (June 1969): 82.

Ibid., 12.
0 “Congstitution EIm Gone,” Corydon Democrat, 12 August 1925; “Corydon’s Famous Tree No Longer Marks the Birthplace of Indiana,”
Corydon Republican, 13 August 1925.
™ «Corydon’s Famous Tree No Longer Marks the Birthplace of Indiana.” Corydon Republican. August 13, 1925. Frederick Porter Griffin, The
Story of Indiana's Constitution EIm, Corydon, Indiana, June 1816 (Corydon, Ind.: Dogwood Printing, 1974). Account book titled “DAR Artifacts
Sent to Victor Wright’s Store,” detailing sales of artifacts from the Constitution EIm monument from 1925 to 1942. Book in the collection of the
Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy.
"2 Frederick Porter Griffin, “The Constitution EIm, Corydon, Indiana,” Indiana History Bulletin 46:6 (June 1969): 82.
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Figure 15. 1925 photograph of the dead limbs being cut and hauled from the Constitution EIm (Source: Frederick Porter
Griffin, The Story of Indiana's Constitution Elm, Corydon, Indiana, June 1816 (Corydon, Ind.: Dogwood Printing, 1974).

The trunk salvaged, the DAR heeded Wallace's advice to
preserve it in commemoration of the events noted to have
occurred at the site (see Table 2 for a chronology of activities
at the site). Available funds and practicality did not, however,
permit construction of a glass case as suggested by Wallace.
Instead, the DAR funded construction of an approximately 18-
foot tall, 14-foot wide umbrella-like roof, clad in green asphalt
shingles, atop the trunk; the marker introduced in 1915
continued to occupy its space in front of the historic elm,
which was at this time soaked in creosote in order to preserve
the wood remnant (Figure 16).”® Begun on September 15 and
constructed by John Riddle and Charles Wesley Smith at a cost
of $95.04, the DAR's roof was completed on September 26,
1925." In 1926, a section of a limb cut from the trunk was sent
to Washington, D.C., where the Constitution EIm was listed in
the Tree Hall of Fame by the American Tree Association.”

The Remnant of the Constitution EIm as a Component of the
Constitution EIm Monument (1934—present)

Little documentation on the remains of the Constitution EIm
has been identified for the period following construction of the
DAR shelter, but, by 1934, coverage began to appear regarding

78 “Shelter for Constitution EIm.” Corydon Democrat. September 30, 1925.

Figure 16. Photograph of the completed
DAR shelter, taken in November 1927
(Source: Frank M. Hohenberger
Photographic Collection, Indiana University
Digital Library, http:/www.dlib.indiana.edu/).

™ “Shelter for Constitution EIm.” Corydon Democrat. September 30, 1925; Frederick Porter Griffin, “The Constitution Elm, Corydon, Indiana,”

Indiana History Bulletin 46:6 (June 1969): 82.
75 "part of Indiana's Historic Constitutional Elm," Lowell Sun, 28 December 1926.
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Table 2. Chronology of the Constitution Elm Prior to Construction of the Constitution EIm Monument.

Year Description

circa 1700-1740 Sapling begins growth

June 1898 A wall is constructed around the elm and the eroded dirt is infilled"®
June 10, 1898 A large storm breaks several large branches from the tree’”

Elm is pruned, sprayed and cemented in an effort to preserve the

July 1910 tree; annual treatment program begins78

Road improvements widen street, construct sidewalks, and install
1912-1913 gutters and curbs; pressed concrete block wall constructed around
embankment; rumor of roots being cut for road improvements79

Elm is sprayed, pruned, and cemented in an effort to preserve the

April 1915 tree
October 7, 1915 Limestone marker is placed beneath the elm by the DAR®!
August 1918 Elm is sprayed in an attempt to stop decay82
Elm is sprayed with Bordeaux, arsenate of lead, and nicotine oleate
July 1920 . . 83
in an effort to kill the EIm Leaf Beetle
1923 Lower branches of tree hit by a touring car®
1924-1925 Evident Constitution Elm is dying, and is declared dead June 1925%
August 5-8, 1925 DAR has tree crown cut down and stores limbs for souvenirs®®

DAR constructs umbrella-like shelter atop the salvaged trunk; trunk

SEPIEITET -2, 1228 soaked in creosote®’

efforts to provide permanent commemoration and protection for the historic tree. Calls for the State of
Indiana to take over ownership of the Constitution EIm date to the late nineteenth century when, in 1898,
there was a movement in the state legislature to secure and preserve the elm along with the capitol
building. At this time, the intention to “absorb considerable attention” of the legislature for purchase and
restoration of the old capitol is noted. Of the tree, it was noted as “showing signs of decay, but probably
good for scores of years to come, and the bill to be introduced will probably provide additional safeguards
for its preservation.”® Discussions regarding State stewardship of the EIm had arose again in 1912 and

"8 «“Thursday, June 2, 1898,” Corydon Republican, 2 June 1898.

T «A Storm at Corydon.” Corydon Democrat. June 15, 1898.

"8 “Help the Committee to Save the Constitutional Elm,” Corydon Democrat, 27 July 1910.

™ “Constitution Elm in Danger of Being Killed by Street Improvement,” Corydon Republican, 14 November 1912; “A Word from the Town
Board Concerning the Constitutional Elm,” Corydon Republican, 28 November 1912.

8 «Constitution Elm,” Corydon Democrat, 31 March 1915.

& «Will Dedicate Boulder,” Corydon Democrat, 6 October 1915.

8 «gprayed Constitution Elm,” Corydon Democrat, 4 September 1918.

8 «Constitution Elm Sprayed,” Corydon Democrat. July 7, 1920.

& porter Griffin, Frederick. “The Constitution Elm.” Indiana History Bulletin. June 1969 p 81.

% «Corydon Constitution Elm Dead, May Be Cut for Souvenirs,” Indianapolis News, 7 June 1925.

& “Constitution EIm Gone,” Corydon Democrat, 12 August 1925.

8 “Shelter for Constitution EIm.” Corydon Democrat, 30 September 1925.

% “Anent the Old Capital and Constitutional EIm," Corydon Republican, 22 December 1898; "To Save Landmarks: The Indiana Legislature to be
Asked to Preserve Buildings at Corydon," Louisville Courier-Journal, 18 December 1898.
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1913 in advance of the state centennial, largely in association with a larger push for the State to secure
ownership of other landmarks, such as the Old Capitol Building, associated with Corydon’s history as the
first state capital.®* However, it was not until 1934 that the Elm Tree Committee, working with the Indiana
Department of Conservation, began in earnest the effort to transition the remains of the elm to State
ownership in support of a permanent means of preservation.”

While the details regarding the crafted arrangement remain elusive, by March 6, 1935, construction
drawings for a permanent memorial encasing the remains of the historic elm had been prepared by the
State of Indiana Division of Engineering on behalf of the Department of Public Works, to which the
Department of Conservation had been reassigned in 1933.°* A year later, on March 7, 1936, the
Department of Conservation purchased the portions of High Street that included the southeast corner of
Lot 10 and the southwest corner of Lot 11, the properties on which the elm was located, for one dollar
each, formally accepting stewardship of the beloved tree (for a complete chain of title for the Constitution
Elm, see Tables 3 and 4).*?

By August 1936, work had begun on the new monument. Built of large blocks of native sandstone, the
materials were quarried and dressed at the nearby Harrison State Forest (now Harrison-Crawford State
Forest) by Civilian Conservation Corps Company 517, and then transported to the site for the
construction. At the site, construction was completed by WPA workers under the supervision of Alva
Tindall, a carpenter of Harrison County.® As was typical of federal public works construction of the
Depression era, which sought to use as much labor as possible, all construction was completed by hand,
the laborers using timber posts and pulleys to create derricks with which to lift the massive sandstone
blocks into place (Figures 17-19). It appears that the original design intent, based on the drawings
completed by the Division of Engineering in 1935, was to leave the tree trunk with its roots still in the
ground and physically construct the memorial around it. However, there apparently was so much decay at
the base of the trunk that several feet had to be cut off in order to create a solid bearing surface, and the
employed design instead utilized a sandstone floor upon which the major fragment of the trunk of the tree
was placed.* Completed in March 1937, the towering sandstone memorial was finished off in January
1938, when a bronze tablet, manufactured by the Langsenkamp-Wheeler Brass Works in Indianapolis,
Indiana, was placed on the monument’s street facade.”® Formally cementing the elm’s legacy in the mind
of Indiana’s citizens, the inscription read:

® “Resolutions Adopted,” Corydon Democrat, 23 July 1913.

% Frederick Porter Griffin, “The Constitution EIm, Corydon, Indiana,” Indiana History Bulletin 46:6 (June 1969): 83.

® Constitutional EIm Shelter (Corydon, Ind.), 6 March 1935. Drawings on file at Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites Corporation
Restoration Facility, Madison, Indiana.

% Deed Record, Book G-5, p. 116. Recorder's Office, Harrison County Courthouse, Corydon, Indiana. It should be noted that the reasons for the
deed mechanisms transferring ownership of portions of Lots 10 and 11 to the State of Indiana in 1936 is unclear as, based on available data and
cartographic resources, it appears that the Constitution EIm is currently and has historically been located within the public right-of-way of West
High Street (see Figure 2 for a current aerial showing parcel outlines) rather than on private property. As verified through discussions with
personnel in the Harrison County Recorder’s Office, there is no parcel specifically associated with the Constitution EIm Monument and there is
no historical record of a parcel being associated with the monument or the Constitution EIm over its history, and no deeds provide specific
reference to the historic tree. Only second-hand narratives provide accounts for the tree being historically located on the property of Daniel Lane,
which was Lot 11. Given that the 1936 deeds discuss the transfer of ownership of land extending to the middle of West High Street, it is likely
that the then-property owners assumed that their legal ownership extended into the public right-of-way, regardless of it being technically correct.
As it is, these deeds are the only formal mechanisms that record the State of Indiana having taken ownership in 1936.

% Frederick Porter Griffin, “The Constitution Elm, Corydon, Indiana,” Indiana History Bulletin 46:6 (June 1969): 83.

% See construction drawings for the monument in Appendix G. Constitutional EIm Shelter (Corydon, Ind.), 6 March 1935. Drawings on file at
Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites Corporation Restoration Facility, Madison, Indiana.

% “New Bronze Marker Placed on Constitution EIm Monument,” Corydon Democrat, 12 January 1938.
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CONSTITUTION ELM
ON THIS SPOT, BENEATH THE SHADE OF THE ELM
THE
CONSTITUTION OF INDIANA
WAS FRAMED IN
JUNE, 1816

THIS TREE LIVED UNTIL 1925, ATTAINING A HEIGHT

OF FIFTY FEET, A TRUNK DIAMETER OF FIVE FEET

AND A SPREAD OF ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-TWO FEET
THIS MONUMENT WAS ERECTED IN 1936

Figure 17. 1936 photograph of Constitution ElIm Monument under construction (Source: Larry Ordner, A Place to
Belong: Images of Corydon, Indiana, 1850-1975 (Louisville, Ky: Harmony House Publishers, 2000), 107.
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Figure 18. 1936 photograph of the Constitution EIm Monument under construction. Note the timber hoists being used to
lift the sandstone lintel (Source: Frederick Porter Griffin, The Story of Indiana's Constitution EIm, Corydon, Indiana,
June 1816 (Corydon, Ind.: Dogwood Printing, 1974), 17).
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Besides tourism-related accounts and historical synopses and

photographs in newspapers, magazine, and pamphlets

recalling the elm’s purported history in relation to the events

of June 1816, little information is recorded on the Constitution

Elm in the year’s following construction of the monument in

i ) 1936. Nearly no information is available in relation to the
: State’s stewardship of the property during this time either.*

Apparent in the years following construction of the monument
is that discussions continued regarding the tree’s purported
role in the constitutional convention of 1816. While the extent
of the debate at this time is unknown, in 1938, Clara Funk,
granddaughter of Henry Funk, prepared a notarized statement
declaring that to the best of her knowledge, according to
familial stories, the delegates met under the shade of the tree
for at least some of their deliberations, because her
grandfather Henry Funk witnessed it as a small boy.” It
should be noted, though, that it was Solomon Funk who had
historically claimed to have witnessed the events of 1816.

Regarding treatment of the elm, having been uprooted and

Figure 19. 1936 photograph of the completed ensconced in the stone monument, continued preservation of
Constitution EIm Monument, before the plaque the trunk remnant in its current state remained a focus of the
was installed on the facade (Source: DAR and State, which continued working together. The first
Photagraphic files, Frederick Porter Griffin known instance of preservation in the years following
Center for Local History and Genealogy). . .

construction of the monument was in December 1946, almost
10 years exactly after the monument was finished. At this time, the Department on Conservation arranged for
creosote to be “forced into the stump through dozens of holes drilled into the stump,” under the direction of
Willard Tindall, so that “visitors to Corydon who are interested in the history may have the opportunity to see the
old tree, as much of it as can be saved.”*® While subsequent years of application are undocumented, coating of
the tree with creosote continued into the late twentieth century following the initial injection in 1946, as,
according to Corydon Capitol State Historic Site personnel, buckets of creosote were historically kept in the
shelter of the monument for when new applications were needed, and these were only removed in recent memory
at the request of health inspectors.*® Other known treatments by the State include the replacement of the original
composition roof cladding with a new EPDM membrane in 1982, and selective repointing of mortar joints
throughout the structure.*®

% Information requests were made to the Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Engineering and Division of Forestry, in
preparation of this report, but no historical records were retained by the division. In addition, efforts were made to attain historical records of the
Division of Engineering and the Department of Public Works at the Indiana State Archives, but the records of the former have not been processed
or inventoried and the records of the latter to do not include entries for the Constitution EIm. Data regarding the State's stewardship is also absent
from the files of the Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites Corporation's offices in Madison and Indianapolis, Indiana.

%7 Statement from Clara Funk [unpublished document], 19 April 1938, Porter-Griffin Family Papers (Box 30, Folder 4), Manuscripts Division,
Indiana State Library, Indianapolis, Indiana.

% «0ld EIm Gets ‘Shot’ of Creosote,” Corydon Democrat, 25 December 1946.

% Bec Riley, Site Manager, Corydon Capitol State Historic Site, Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites Corporation, personal communication,
4 June 2014.

100 construction Reports [unpublished documents], Indiana Department of Natural Resources, 8 October 1982 and 15 November 1982. Reports in
the files of the Corydon Capitol State Historic Site, Corydon, Indiana.
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Table 3. Chronology of Ownership for the Constitution EIm Property, Lot 10.

Year Description Grantor/Grantee

June 4, 1813 NW ¥ of Township 3S, Range 4E, Section 31 US General Land Office /
Hervey Heth'®

July 28, 1813 Lots 8-11, Town of Corydon Hervey Heth /

September 14, 1819
March 24, 1834
December 10, 1870
April 8, 1874
September 24, 1879
April 26, 1897

May 12, 1897

December 5, 1903
March 1, 1920
December 26, 1924

March 7, 1936

Lots 8-10, Town of Corydon

Lots 7-10, Town of Corydon

Lots 8 and 9, part of Lots 10 and 11, Town of
Corydon

Lots 7 and 10, Town of Corydon

E % of Lots 7 and 10, Town of Corydon

E % of Lots 7 and 10, Outlot 10 and Lots 1-3 of
Slaughter's Addition, Town of Corydon

E % of Lots 7 and 10, Outlot 10, Town of
Corydon

E % of Lots 7 and 10, Town of Corydon

E % of Lots 7 and 10, Town of Corydon

Lots 7 and 10, Town of Corydon

Part of Lot 10, Town of Corydon

Hiram Westfall*®

Hiram Westfall /

James Kirkpatrick103
James Kirkpatick /

Lewis Jordan'®*

Lewis Jordan /

David Jordan'®®
Catherine Slaughter et al /
Lewis Jordan'%
Lewis Jordan /
Catherine Slaughter
James Slaughter /
Lillian Slaughter108
James and Lillian Slaughter, Andrew and Harriet
James, and William and Clara Slemons as
inheritance from Catherine Slaughter /

Kato McGrain'®

Harry and Kato McGrain /

Roy and Julia Friend™*

Roy and Sarah Friend /

Hurst Hardware Co. ***

Hurst Hardware Co. /

Benjamin Hurst*?

Benjamin Hurst /

State of Indiana, Department of Conservation®*

107

3

191 Hervey Heth (Harrison County, Indiana), land patent, Volume 5, p. 368; “Land Patent Search,” digital images, General Land Office Records,

http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/PatentSearch (9 June 2014).
192 Deed Record, Book A, p. 77. Recorder's Office, Harrison County Courthouse, Corydon, Indiana.

98 Deed Record, Book B, p. 196. Recorder's Office, Harrison County Courthouse, Corydon, Indiana.

%4 Deed Record, Book H, p. 95. Recorder's Office, Harrison County Courthouse, Corydon, Indiana.

1% Deed Record, Book Q-2, p. 243. Recorder's Office, Harrison County Courthouse, Corydon, Indiana.

% Deed Record, Book T-2, p. 315. Recorder's Office, Harrison County Courthouse, Corydon, Indiana.

97 Deed Record, Book Z-2, p. 420. Recorder's Office, Harrison County Courthouse, Corydon, Indiana.

1% Deed Record, Book W-3, p. 472. Recorder's Office, Harrison County Courthouse, Corydon, Indiana.

%% Deed Record, Book W-3, p. 518. Recorder's Office, Harrison County Courthouse, Corydon, Indiana.

0 Deed Record, Book G-4, p. 322. Recorder's Office, Harrison County Courthouse, Corydon, Indiana.

1 Deed Record, Book X-4, p. 167. Recorder's Office, Harrison County Courthouse, Corydon, Indiana.

112 Grantee Book August 1921-September 1930. Recorder's Office, Harrison County Courthouse, Corydon, Indiana.
3 Deed Record, Book G-5, p. 116. Recorder's Office, Harrison County Courthouse, Corydon, Indiana.
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Table 4. Chronology of Ownership for the Constitution EIm Property, Lot 11.

Year Description Grantor/Grantee

June 4, 1813 NW ¥ of Township 3S, Range 4E, Section 31 US General Land Office /
Hervey Heth*

July 28, 1813 Lots 8-11, Town of Corydon Hervey Heth /
Hiram Westfall**®

April 11, 1814 Lot 11, Town of Corydon Hiram Westfall /
John Smith**

September 8, 1814 Lot 11, Town of Corydon John Smith /
James Smith'*’

January 27, 1819 Lot 11, Town of Corydon James Smith /
Daniel Lane™®

May 7, 1836 Lots 6 and 11, Town of Corydon Mary Lane /
Lewis Jordan''®

August 17, 1846 W %2 of Lot 11, Town of Corydon Lewis Jordan /
David Jordan'®

April 8, 1874 Lots 6 and 11, Town of Corydon Catherine Slaughter, et al /
David Jordan**

September 21, 1895 W % of Lot 11, Town of Corydon David and Agnes Jordan /
Mary Whitten'?2

July 9, 1901 W % of Lot 11, Town of Corydon Robert and Mary Gibson /
Kate Jordan'?®

August 28, 1907 W %2 of Lot 11, Town of Corydon Kate Jordan /
Cecil Miles'?

October 17, 1919 W % of Lots 6 and 11, Town of Corydon Cecil and Clara Miles /
Ivan Grable®

March 7, 1936 Part of Lot 11, Town of Corydon lvan and Nellie Grable /

State of Indiana, Department of
Conservation'?®

While the Constitution EIm has, since at least the late nineteenth century, captured the attention of
Corydon’s citizens, the tree and its legacy has again become of increased interest in recent years. In 2000,
wood that was saved from the tree when cut down in 1925 was used to encase the 1816 and 1851
constitutions of the State of Indiana for display in the Statehouse rotunda in Indianapolis. More recently,
concern has reappeared regarding preservation of the beloved tree. The Indiana State Museum and

14 Hervy Heth (Harrison County, Indiana), land patent, Volume 5, p. 368; “Land Patent Search,” digital images, General Land Office Records,
http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/PatentSearch (9 June 2014).

115 Deed Record, Book A, p. 77. Recorder's Office, Harrison County Courthouse, Corydon, Indiana.

116 Deed Record, Book A, p. 104. Recorder's Office, Harrison County Courthouse, Corydon, Indiana.
"7 Deed Record, Book A, p. 140. Recorder's Office, Harrison County Courthouse, Corydon, Indiana.
18 Deed Record, Book A, p. 316. Recorder's Office, Harrison County Courthouse, Corydon, Indiana.
® Deed Record, Book I, p. 348. Recorder's Office, Harrison County Courthouse, Corydon, Indiana.

20 Deed Record, Book R, p. 389. Recorder's Office, Harrison County Courthouse, Corydon, Indiana.
121 Deed Record, Book T-2, p. 313. Recorder's Office, Harrison County Courthouse, Corydon, Indiana.
22 Deed Record, Book V-3, p. 152. Recorder's Office, Harrison County Courthouse, Corydon, Indiana.
2% Deed Record, Book C-4, p. 552. Recorder's Office, Harrison County Courthouse, Corydon, Indiana.
124 Deed Record, Book M-4, p. 567. Recorder's Office, Harrison County Courthouse, Corydon, Indiana.
1% Deed Record, Book W-4, p. 591. Recorder's Office, Harrison County Courthouse, Corydon, Indiana.
26 Deed Record, Book G-5, p. 116. Recorder's Office, Harrison County Courthouse, Corydon, Indiana.
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Historic Sites started systematic planning for the preservation of the monument in 2008, when an initial
assessment and preliminary cost estimates were included in the Master Plan for the Corydon Capitol State
Historic Site. Numerous articles appeared in 2012 regarding care of the structure and maintenance of the
trunk remnant, which had been altered numerous times over the course of a century with physical and
chemical treatments.*”” That same year, the State began a more concerted effort to look for answers for
future preservation, and physical investigations were conducted of the tree and the monument:

“Back last spring, we had a team here and took samples, and a big problem is that
things that were done when the trunk was preserved were the best that they knew
of at the time. Years ago, they apparently impregnated this thing with creosote,
used some concrete to make it more structurally stable and it’s got other coatings
painted on it. The key is what can we do from here?”*?

In order to begin to answer that question, in 2013, the Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites
Corporation contracted with Andrew Todd Conservators, Ltd., to prepare a conservation report and
treatment plan for the trunk element. Arnold Wood Conservation LLC was hired to conduct further
examination and implement conservation treatment of the wood in 2014. Also in 2014, an in-depth
structural assessment of the stone pavilion was contracted to ARSEE Engineers, Inc., of Fishers, Indiana.
In total, the documents will provide the Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites Corporation with the
appropriate path forward for maintaining and interpreting the Constitution EIm Monument.

3. CHRONOLOGY OF CONSTRUCTION, ALTERATIONS AND OWNERSHIP

Table 5 provides a chronology of construction and chronology of alterations for the Constitution EIm
Monument, including the historic tree element.

Table 5. Chronology of Construction and Alterations Following State Ownership.

Year Chronology of Construction  Chronology of Alterations Chronology of Ownership
August 1936 — Sandstone memorial State of Indiana, Department
March 1937 constructed?® DAR shelter removed of Conservation
January 6, 1938 Bronze_pliag%ue placed on
memorial
December 1946 Creosote injected into trunk*3*
1940 - 1980 Creosote applications and re-pointing
November 1982 New EPDM roof cladding installed*2 S @ TRIENE, DEPRiET:
of Natural Resources
April 1998 Bronze plaque refinished
2013 Roof membrane partially resealed*

127 One of these articles also indicates that a DNA test was completed “a couple of years ago” indicating the tree died from EIm Phloem Necrosis.
See “Preserving the EIm,” Corydon Democrat, 11 September 2012 and “Corydon Residents Push for State to Save Historic Constitution EIm,”
Louisville Courier-Journal, 10 September 2012.

128 «preserving the Elm,” Corydon Democrat, 11 September 2012.

128 porter Griffin, Frederick. “The Constitution EIm.” Indiana History Bulletin. June 1969 p 83.

130 “New Bronze Marker Placed on Constitution EIm Monument,” Corydon Democrat, 12 January 1938.

31 «0ld Elm Gets ‘Shot” of Creosote.” December 25, 1946.

82 Construction Reports [unpublished documents], Indiana Department of Natural Resources, 8 October 1982 and 15 November 1982. Reports in
the files of the Corydon Capitol State Historic Site, Corydon, Indiana.

133 “The Plaque is Back,” Corydon Democrat, 15 April 1998.

% Bec Riley, Site Manager, Corydon Capitol State Historic Site, Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites Corporation, personal communication,
4 June 2014.
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4. SIGNIFICANCE STATEMENT

The Constitution EIm Monument is significant primarily because it incorporates the most significant
remnant of the Constitution EIm and commemorates the role that the tree played in Indiana history and
folklore. Broadly speaking, the Constitution EIm was more significant for what it has historically
represented than for the tree itself. Characterized by a storied legacy, the elm's moment of acclaim dates
to June of 1816, when the delegates of the constitutional convention of Indiana are said to have taken
retreat in the shade of the elm during some of the committee meetings during which the Constitution of
the State of Indiana was written. Passed down through verbal tradition, the account of the events of 1816
propelled the elm to iconic status as the physical manifestation of the founding of Indiana. By the late
nineteenth century, written accounts appeared proclaiming the virtues of the historic tree, which became
known popularly as the “Constitution EIm” or “Constitutional EIm” and was the scene of many political
and social gatherings, including Corydon's celebration of the state centennial in 1916. Into the twentieth
and twenty-first centuries, the elm has continued to be much-venerated and is a much-frequented
component of the Corydon Capitol State Historic Site.

The Constitution EIm Monument is also significant on several other levels. Constructed in 1936 and 1937
with the aid of Civilian Conservation Corps and Works Progress Administration workers, the structure
represents an intact and monumental public works memorial of the Depression era. Built of native
materials by hand, evoking the sensual appeal of the frontier, the structure also is an intact example of the
Rustic architecture of the early twentieth century promoted by the National Park Service in the design of
parks, landscapes, and memorials.

The Constitution EIm and the Constitutional Convention of June 1816

The significance of the Constitution EIm is historically tied to its association with the events of June
1816, when, according to verbal tradition, delegates of the constitutional convention took refrain from the
stifling indoor temperatures to sit beneath the shade of the elm while drafting the articles that would
eventually comprise the Constitution of the State of Indiana. The veracity of this statement has
historically been a point of interest, and sometimes contention, as the tree’s association with these events
is linked primarily through familial convention, particularly that of the Wynn and Funk families. Debates
arose regarding these claims in the early twentieth century, when historian George S. Cottman of
Indianapolis challenged the significance of the Constitution EIm in an article for the Indianapolis News,
which was reprinted in the Corydon Democrat: “The Convention spent nearly three weeks at its work,
and the tradition has been handed down that some of the sessions were held in the shade of the great
spreading tree now famous as ‘the Constitutional EIm,” but as there is not statement of this kind that can
be regarded as authortiative [sic], it scarcely can be regarded as established by history.”*** Reverend J.
Edward Murr, a proponent of the elm and local historian, blasted Cottman for what he considered to be
blasphemous claims. In his remarks, Murr recounted the statements of descendants of Solomon Wynn and
Henry Funk, who claimed to have witnessed the delegates beneath the tree as children:

“I well remember Henry Funk, the father of Prof. J.P. Funk, as well as also Mr.
[Solomon] Wynn the father of Mr. James Wynn of Corydon. Both of these men
attained a great age, Mr. Funk reaching his 103 year and Mr. Wynn nearly the
same age. At the time of this Constitutional Convention Mr. Funk was five years
old and Mr. Wynn was 10. Mr. Funk stated positively that he was present on one

135 “The Story of Indiana,” Corydon Democrat, 28 February 1923.
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Following, Lew M. O’Bannon, owner of the Corydon Democrat at the time, apologized for running
Cottman’s remarks, having upset the citizens of Corydon, and issued the following statement: “We can
only say that since many of our oldest citizens now living, and many still older ones who are gone, never
heard the truth of the claim questioned, it is the best of evidence that the Convention met under the Old
Constitutional EIm.”**® Notably, following this exchange in the local newspapers, Cottman also appears
to have dropped his argument against the Constitution EIm. In his work, Indiana: Its History, Constitution
and Present Government, published in 1925, Cottman notes the historical legacy of the tree as near fact,
without any of the challenging remarks previously issued: “The convention spent nearly three weeks at its
work, and the tradition has been handed down that some of its sessions were held in the shade of the great

occasion when these shirt-sleeved statesmen were seated about beneath this old
EIm. His step-father a Mr. Reaugh was a pioneer Surveyor in our county and
traveled about much over the county in those early days and thus Funk had this
one visit to the place of the Constitution building. Mr. Wynn stated that he was
present on a number of occasions when these men were assembled beneath the
old tree [a brief statement noting that Wynn witnessed the event was also
published in a newspaper account of 1905™]. The following circumstance
related by him served to fix this indelibly in his memory. The family had a tree or
two of red apples (early harvest) and he gathered up a basket full of these on
more than one occasion and carried them to the Constitution framers and peddled
them out among these men. This is direct as well as circumstantial evidence...”**

spreading tree now famous as the ‘Constitution Elm.””** Later in this book, he continued:

“The most famous tree in Indiana is the ‘Constitution EIm,” at Corydon. It was a
magnificent specimen of its kind, which presented, when in full leaf, a vast
rounded crown, one hundred and thirteen feet across in one diameter, and ninety-
seven in the other. Its trunk, four feet from the ground, is about thirteen feet in
circumference. | say both ‘was’ and “is,” for though the tree is still standing it is
now reported as quite dead, after slowly perishing from a disease of the roots.

The age of the tree is not known, but a tradition that has been handed down is
that as far back as 1816 its broad shade made a favorite playground for the
children of the little town of Corydon, and that when, in the month of June of that
year, the delegates were engaged in framing the state convention they held their
meetings on hot days beneath the spreading branches of the elm. Several old
residents of Harrison County, now dead, whose memories went back to 1816,
were authority for this...

It took some stirring up of the question in the newspapers to bring out these, and
they are here offered as evidence that the famous Constitution Elm really
deserved its name.”*

1% "Solomon Wynn," Corydon Republican, 22 June 1905.

87 «“Thumb-nail Sketches and Incidents,” Corydon Democrat, 27 June 1923.

138 “5ome More Evidence,” Corydon Democrat, 1 August 1923.

% George S. Cottman, Indiana: Its History, Constitution and Government (Indianapolis: The Bobbs-Merrill Company, 1925), 68.

140 |bid., 251-252.
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Tradition aside, it is noteworthy that there are no written accounts, stated as fact — as known at this time —
of the delegates having rested under the Constitution EIm until 1891, when Daniel F. Lemmon, made
such a statement in his work The Ancient Capital of the State of Indiana, Corydon, Harrison County:

“They had chased the deer and had contended with the savages of the forest, the
Indians, and were used to out-of-door exercise; and rather than be seated in a
large, commodious, and cosey [sic] room of the ‘Ancient Capital’ building,
during their entire session, in the hot days of June, from the 10", to the 29", they
hied [sic] themselves to the inviting shades of the spreading boughs of a huge
Elm, on the banks of Big Indian creek, about two squares north-west of the
Capital building, where they spent about half their time, of twenty days, devising
ways and means to secure to their posterity, and the future generations, a happy
and prosperous people, a wise and good government.

The old Elm still stands in all of its grandure [sic]; one hundred and twenty-four
feet from tip to tip of its branches, five feet in diameter, and about fifty feet high.
It was photographed in the spring of 1891, for this work, and the foregoing is an
exact picture of it (see Figure 6). This mammoth Elm is sacredly cherished by all
the inhabitants of the 'Ancient Capital.' and greatly admired by all who behold it.
Long may it wave.”**

Indeed, it is not until following the publication of this work in 1891, that additional accounts of the tree
began to appear in specific relation to the drafting of the constitution. The earliest known photo of the
tree, besides the one depicted in Lemmon’s work, is dated c. 1893 (see Figure 7); the earliest known
painting of the tree dates to that of Indiana artist William Forsyth in 1896 (see Figure 8); and published
narratives of the Constitution EIm began appearing in 1897, and continued into the twentieth century.

Important to note in this timeline is a curious departure from the tradition of the tree in association with
the constitutional convention, which appeared in the Biographical and Historical Souvenir for the
Counties of Clark, Crawford, Harrison, Floyd, Jefferson, Jennings, Scott and Washington, Indiana,
published in 1889, two years prior to Lemmon’s account of the elm:

“There is a tradition among the people of Corydon, that the first session of the
Legislature held in their town after the removal of the capital [from Vincennes to
Corydon, in 1813], was held under a large elm tree standing above the railroad
depot, on a sort of by-street, or rather in it, for it stands in the middle of the street.
This must be incorrect. [John Brown] Dillon’s History of Indiana [published in
1859] says: ‘By an act which was approved on the 11" of March, the seat of
Government of the Indiana Territory was declared to be fixed at the town of
Corydon, ‘from and after the first day of May, 1813.” After a session of about
forty days, the General Assembly, in conformity with a joint resolution of both
houses, was prorogued by a proclamation of Gov. Gibson, to meet at Corydon,
on the first Monday of December, 1813.” It is not likely then, that the Legislature
held its first session under the ‘said elm tree,” as it would make rather an ‘airy’
chamber for the winter months even in this latitude. But, not to spoil a pretty
tradition, there was a called session of the Legislature during the next summer

1 D F. Lemmon, The Ancient Capital of the State of Indiana, Corydon, Harrison County (New Albany, IN: Ledger Company, 1891), 17.
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(1814) and as the elm tree in question, stood directly in front of the house in
which the first two or three sessions of the Legislature were held, what is more
probably [sic] then, that the Solons, when they became heated in debating the
‘weighty measures of the State,” they should retire to the inviting shade of the
hoary elm, where they would not only have more air, but more room. The tree is
a most magnificent one, at least five feet in diameter just above the ground; not
less than a hundred feet in diameter from tip to tip of its longest boughs, and
hewn clothed in a full robe of summer foliage would lack little of sheltering the
present Legislature of the State.”**

The origin of this story associating the elm with the first years of the Legislature at Corydon, not the
constitutional convention, is unknown; such association is also discussed in one other narrative, with
some variation, also published in 1889. Notably, this particular story is similar to historical accounts of
the elm in that it is recalled that the Legislature chose to remove themselves from the humid, interior
temperatures of summer in favor of the cool shade of the tree:

"There is a stately elm tree standing in Corydon which has a traditional history. It
has been communicated to us from our forefathers that a session of the Indiana
Territorial Legislature was held under this tree. We may not have the means of
knowing that that body assembled under the tree, yet it is known that an extra
session of the Legislature was held at Corydon during a summer while Indiana
was a Territory. It is also believed that the tree was then large enough to shelter
such a body, and as it stood upon a cool, mossy bank near a spring and only a
short distance from the Capitol, it is quite probably that the members of the
Legislature would leave a warm, crowded room and repair to such a cool spot. A
convention was held at Corydon in June, 1816, for the purpose of adopting a
Constitution for the new State. It has been reported that this convention was held
under the famous tree. It is a known fact that in a later day, the grand jury for the
Harrison Circuit Court held sessions under the tree..."**?

These two statements, made the same year, are the only known references to the elm in association with
pre-convention meetings of the Legislature. All accounts from the 1890s forward — including both
narrative and illustrative records — simply reference the elm in association with the constitutional
convention, with no indication of any other traditions. While extensive archival research was undertaken
in association with this project, it is unknown at this time which tradition originated first or how,
specifically, they might be related to each other. As it stands, then, these 1889 references that seemingly
pre-date broad-based recognition and proclamation of the elm in association with the events of 1816 are
curious punctuations on the timeline of the elm's legacy.

Regardless of the origin or veracity of the traditions associating the Constitution EIm with the
constitutional convention of 1816, the simple matter is that it has historically been enshrined in the minds
of the citizens of Corydon and the State of Indiana as the birthplace of the state. The formal
acknowledgement of such by the State of Indiana in 1936, with the enshrinement of the trunk remnant in

2 John M. Gresham & Company, Biographical and Historical Souvenir for the Counties of Clark, Crawford, Harrison, Floyd, Jefferson,
Jennings, Scott and Washington Indiana (Chicago: Chicago Printing Company, 1889), 131.
13 "Corydon's Historic Elm," Louisville Courier-Journal, 1 September 1889.
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a permanent memorial structure only further cemented that history, which continues to be a much-
celebrated legacy of Corydon’s capital-period history.

The attachment of trees to important historical events, whether documented or passed down through
verbal tradition, is a common theme throughout human history, from the mythologizing of the Norse
“world tree,” Yggdrasil; to the establishment of the American colonies in the early seventeenth century
through traditions such as the Charter Oak in Connecticut, in which the charter from King Charles |1
legitimizing settlements in Connecticut was said to have been hidden in 1687; to the Birthing Tree in
McMinnville, Tennessee, which was a local meeting point for settlers passing along the Old Kentucky
Trail from North Carolina, Kentucky, and Virginia; and beyond. Trees have, through historical
documentation and personal accounts, historically been woven into the stories of communities and
historical accounts, becoming part of the social construct of society. The importance of trees as indicators
of history, particularly in the United States, is perhaps best captured in the introduction to a 1938
publication by the U.S. Department of Agriculture titled Famous Trees:

“In the United States there is an abundant growth of the most useful species. The
Nation has been quite literally nurtured in a wooden cradle, and its progress has
been largely due to the contributions of the forest. The pioneers cut paths through
the wilderness—from east to west and from north to south—and the forest harvest
has gone into home and community building.

On all sides there is abundant evidence that forests are essential to civilized
man’s welfare. The individual tree, however, has an even more part to play in
human experience, a part so universal that every country has its famous tree
citizens.

Trees by their very nature are landmarks and memorials. They are therefore
identified with human happenings. Also, trees, having more than the allotted life
span of man, carry their associations through generations of men and women.
Thus they often figure not only in biography but also in history.

Trees are loved by all kinds of people. Therefore they are immortalized by poets
and artists, and their historical associations are perpetuated by churches and
schools, by various organizations and communities.”***

Such statements give reason to why the Daughters of the American Revolution, one of the preeminent
historical organizations of the country, has historically embraced the concept of the tree as a symbol of
community spirit, which has inspired the names of numerous chapters. Such chapters include the Liberty
Tree Chapter of Boston, Massachusetts, named in honor of the tree under which the Sons of Liberty
organized in 1765; the Charter Oak Chapter of Fairbault, Minnesota, named in honor of the Charter Oak
of Connecticut in which its purported the charter legitimizing the colony of Connecticut was hid; the Old
Oak Chapter of Grafton, Massachusetts, named for a great oak which served as the meeting point for
patriots; the Lone Oak Chapter of Latta, South Carolina, named in honor of the oak where the Ragged

144 Charles E. Randall and D. Priscilla Edgerton, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Miscellaneous Publication No. 295: Famous Trees (June 1938),
1.
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Regiment is noted as stopping for shelter during the American Revolution; and the Hoosier EIm Chapter
of Corydon, named in honor of the Constitution Elm.**

It is in recognition of such statements made in the Department of Agriculture work that the Constitution
Elm can be considered to have historically been ingrained in the minds of citizens from Corydon and
throughout Indiana as the birthplace of the state, a monumental relic of the open landscape and frontier
from which the state emerged in 1816 at the hands of the convention delegates. It is also in recognition of
such statements that the origins and veracity of the tree’s associations come to not matter, for it is in the
legacy of community spirit, collective culture, tradition, and perpetuation that the site’s significance is
found. It is in presumed recognition of this that the authors of the Famous Trees chose to include the
Constitution EIm under the heading “trees associated with the building of the nation” with a simple
statement, to be taken as fact: “Constitutional EIm, Corydon, beneath which on June 10, 1816, members
of the constitutional convention met to deliberate upon the articles of the organic law to be adopted for the
government of the new State of Indiana. It is protected by the citizens of Corydon as one of Indiana’s
famous historical landmarks.”**®

The Constitution EIm Monument as an Example of Public Architecture

The Constitution EIm Monument, designed by the Indiana Department of Conservation and built by
workers under the Works Progress Administration, falls within the overlapping context of the legacy of
public architecture of the Depression era when, responding to the prevailing need to provide work for the
nation’s unemployed, President Franklin D. Roosevelt initiated a series of federal relief programs, and the
National Park Service’s formalization and promotion of Rustic park architecture.

Among the federal relief programs initiated under Roosevelt’s leadership were the Civilian Conservation
Corps in 1933 and the Works Progress Administration in 1935, the combination of which employed
hundreds of thousands of men in the provision of labor for civic projects, including, among other things,
construction of public projects, for local communities and government agencies. Both were employed in
the work of constructing the Constitution EIm Monument between August 1936 and March 1937, the
former in quarrying and hauling the sandstone from the Harrison State Forest and the latter in physically
constructing the memorial structure.™’ As was commonly the case, the design of the monument was not
actually a product of the relief programs, but rather it was developed by the public agency, in this case,
the Department of Conservation, which had, in 1933, been transferred to the Department of Public Works.

In the design of the structure, the department utilized a picturesque Rustic architecture that embraced a
natural expression of native materials, perhaps a reflection of the open landscape and frontier-like
qualities that had been noted in historical accounts as drawing the delegates, described as “men of the
forest — whose lives were ever close to nature yet who were the leading men of the state — men of
character and ability,” to the elm in the summer of 1816.*® While Rustic architecture had emerged as a
romanticized concept associated, in part, with the frontier and, in part, with a budding conservation ethic
in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, the concept of Rustic architecture was perpetuated in
the 1930s by the National Park Service, which employed a significant percentage of the nation’s federal

5 Viola Virginia M. Overman, "DAR Chapters Named for Celebrated Trees," Daughters of the American Revolution Magazine, November
1920, 641-646.

46 Charles E. Randall and D. Priscilla Edgerton, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Miscellaneous Publication No. 295: Famous Trees (June 1938),
26.

7 Frederick Porter Griffin, “The Constitution EIm, Corydon, Indiana,” Indiana History Bulletin 46:6 (June 1969): 83.

8 Old Capital Centennial Souvenir Program (Louisville, Ky: Acme Printing Co., Inc., 1916), 4.
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relief workers in park construction projects. Indeed, when the first public projects were awarded in
summer 1933, they included 150 large-scale building projects at national parks and monuments
throughout the western United States.™*

The designs of these projects were primarily the product of Tom Vint and the National Park Service
Landscape Division, who promoted a philosophy of non-invasive design that employed naturally cast
native materials suited to the particular site, including, for example, logs from surrounding forests and
native stone quarried near a project’s site.® When the office became inundated with too many public
projects and new architects were hired to draft appropriate design solutions independent of Vint, the
National Park Service published a primer on acceptable park architecture, titled Park and Recreation
Structures, in 1938."! In this text, the agency formalized the concept of Rustic architecture: “Successfully
handled, it is a style which, through the use of native materials in proper scale, and through the avoidance
of straight lines and over-sophistication, gives the feeling of having been executed by pioneer craftsmen
with limited hand tools. It thus achieves sympathy with natural surroundings and with the past.”**> Going
further, the text went on to describe and illustrate a preference for natural colors, rough rock footings and
natural outcrops, and battered or buttressed walls so as to give a natural appearance.'*®

The design of the Constitution EIm Monument embraced such concepts in its design. Overtly
characterized by the naturally weathered, native sandstone blocks that form the structure of the pavilion,
the monument’s framework complements the natural element of the piece — the Constitution EIm remnant
—and is free from the unnecessary application of man-made materials, such being limited to the wrought
iron railing and concrete roof, the latter concealed within the sandstone parapet. Further promoting the
natural expression of the materials, the monument’s components were set by hand of the WPA workers,
and the design embraces the authenticity and craftsmanship of the assembly. As was common for the
period, refraining from using machinery in the project (sandstone blocks were lifted by a pulley system
constructed from timber posts) also had the added benefit of requiring more laborers and labor hours, a
primary goal of the federal relief programs.

“° William Tweed, Laurie Soulliere, and Henry G. Law, "Roosevelt's Emergency Programs,” Rustic Architecture: 1916-1942,
http://lwww.nps.gov/history/history/online_books/rusticarch/part5.htm (9 June 2014). [Original source: William Tweed, Laurie Soulliere, and
Henry G. Law, National Park Service Rustic Architecture: 1916-1942 (San Francisco: National Park Service 1977)].

150 1bid.

51 |bid.

152 Albert Good, Park and Recreation Structures, Reprint ed. (New York, NY: Princeton Architectural Press, 1999), 5.

153 |bid., 3-4.
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B. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

1. METHODOLOGY

During the week of June 2, 2014, architectural historians S. Alan Higgins and Holly Higgins of CRA
completed a field investigation of the Constitution EIm Monument. The field investigation included an
assessment of the architectural integrity and character-defining features of the structure, as well as a baseline
condition assessment. The assessment addressed the exterior and interior surfaces of the monument, the roof
and floor of the monument, and the historic wood component, as well as associated features such as the
handrails and walkway. Observations were documented with extensive digital photography, field notes, and
annotations on historical drawings of the Constitution EIm Monument. For the purposes of this project,
CRA also used the historical construction drawings, which were provided by the ISMHS, to compare the
original design intent to the as-built conditions. Measurements of extant features were completed, as
necessary, in order to update historical drawings to as-built conditions. These drawings are provided in
Appendix G, and additional contemporary photographs of the structure are available in Appendix H.

Historical photographs and narratives of the Constitution EIm Monument also facilitated architectural
analysis, providing accounts from which changes in the structure's character could be evaluated. It should be
noted that CRA also utilized previously-completed studies such as the Conservation Report: Monument
Assessment, Indiana State Museums [sic] and Historic Sites, ““Constitution EIm,”” prepared by Andrew Todd
Conservators, Ltd., in 2013, and concurrent studies such as the structural investigation of the monument by
ARSEE Engineers, Inc., as appropriate, with reference, in the documentation and assessment of components
in order to incorporate as much detail as possible.

2. DESCRIPTION

Summary and Site Description

The Constitution EIm Monument, a
component of the Corydon SHS, was
constructed by the WPA, on behalf of the
Indiana Department of Conservation,
between August 1936 and March 1937 to
shelter the remnant of the Constitution
Elm, so-named for its purported role as
the location in which the Constitution of
the State of Indiana was drafted in 1816.
The sandstone monument is noted as the
first permanent means of preserving the
tree remnant, replacing a temporary
mechanism installed by the Hoosier EIm

Chapter of the Daughters of the Figure 20. Overview of the Constitution ElIm Monument, facing
American Revolution in August 1925. northwest (3 June 2014).

The Constitution EIm Monument is located in the right-of-way of West High Street, approximately 270 feet
west of its intersection with North Capitol Avenue (SR 337) and approximately 250 feet east of Water
Street, which runs parallel to Big Indian Creek (see Figure 2). Measuring approximately 16’ 6” square and
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rising approximately 30" from grade at the public sidewalk, the structure is visible from both ends of West
High Street, which descends steeply eastward toward Big Indian Creek (Figure 20). Historically a
residential corridor, West High Street now presents a mix of residential and commercial uses within the
immediate context of the monument; although, notably, the Westfall House, the oldest dwelling in
Corydon and occupying the property with which the Constitution EIm was historically associated, is still
extant, now neighbored by the towering sandstone structure.

Bisected by the monument and flanking it to either side is a rock-faced concrete block wall, onstructed in
1913 as a replacement for a stone wall that was constructed in 1898 to stop erosion of the hillside and
resultant exposure of the Constitution EIm’s root system (Figure 21)™* In addition to having been
bisected by the monument, the wall has been modified by the addition of a brick-unit coping course to the
east, which replaced the original concrete coping course; the date of this alteration is unknown.
Approximately 10’ east of the monument’s southeastern corner, a contemporary (circa 2008) interpretive
marker related to the Constitution EIm Monument is affixed to the concrete sidewalk that spans the length
of West High Street.

Sandstone Pavilion
¢ Roof
0 The roof structure is a 6" thick
reinforced concrete slab embedded
within the sandstone piers. Its upper
surface is 1’ 6” below the top of the
parapet wall.

0 Sandstone blocks are set within the
interior face of the parapet wall at an
angle at the northwest, northeast, and

southwest - corners,  resulting in Figure 21. Overview of the Constitution EIm
chamfered corners on the roof plan Monument, facing north (3 June 2014).

(Figure 22).**°

0 The parapet capstones are finished with
a heavily deteriorated, cementitious
parge coat with a fibrous composition.
These fibers were submitted for
materials testing by ISMHS and found
not to contain asbestos.**®

o Mortar joints of variable size, but
generally ranging from approximately
Y% to 1” in width, exhibit re-pointing
throughout. Mortar consistently

Figure 22. Chamfered corner at roof parapet,
facing southwest (3 June 2014).

154 «A Word from the Town Board Concerning the Constitutional EIm,” Corydon F

%5 These features are not depicted on the 1935 construction drawings, the roof plan being depicted as a perfectly square space. See construction
drawings for the monument in Appendix G. Constitutional EIm Shelter (Corydon, Ind.), 6 March 1935. Drawings on file at Indiana State Museum
and Historic Sites Corporation Restoration Facility, Madison, Indiana.

%% Link Ludington, Chief of Historic Preservation, Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites Corporation, personal communication, 24 June 2014.
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overlaps the rough joints, adhering to the faces of the adjacent sandstone blocks.

0 The current roof cladding is a .60” thick EPDM membrane manufactured by Carlisle Tire
and Rubber Company; installation of the membrane was completed in November 1982
(Figure 23). It is affixed to the concrete roof structure by plastic roofing cement, and
membrane joints are sealed with an elastomeric, polyurethane sealant. According to 1982
construction documents, an EPDM base flashing extends over cant strips and against the
upblock, is set within the bed joint just below the flashing reglet, and is fastened to the
parapet wall by flat-head bronze
nails and 1-%4” washers set on 8~
centers; however, due to the
presence of counter flashing, it
cannot be confirmed whether or
not this feature was installed
when the EPDM roof was
replaced.’’

0 Counter flashing of cold-rolled
copper is mortared into a reglet
on the interior face of the parapet
and extends over the roof
membrane. While 1982 Figure 23. Overview of roof showing EPDM
construction documents for the membrane, flashing, and parapet wall, facing
installation of the EPDM room southeast (3 June 2014).
indicate that new counter flashing
was to be installed, the extant
counter flashing is, based on
physical investigation, believed
to be the original material
installed during the monument’s
construction in 1936.%%®

o Drainage
o The roof of the monument is
drained via an approximately 1’
by 1’ drainage basin set within

the concrete roof structure at the
southeastern corner. The drain is Figure 24. Detalil of drain in southeastern corner,
facing south (3 June 2014).

covered by a square-weave
copper screen (Figure 24).

37 Construction Reports [unpublished documents], Indiana Department of Natural Resources, 20 July 1982, 8 October 1982, and 15 November
1982. Reports in the files of the Corydon Capitol State Historic Site, Corydon, Indiana.

%8 Construction Reports [unpublished documents], Indiana Department of Natural Resources, 20 July 1982, 8 October 1982, and 15 November
1982. Reports in the files of the Corydon Capitol State Historic Site, Corydon, Indiana.
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0 The drain feeds into a 4-inch copper downspout that extends through the concrete roof
structure and into the interior of the monument, running along the ell formed by the stems
of the southeastern pier. The
downspout is secured to the
interior face of the pier by a
series of crude wrought iron
straps mortared into the pier
(Figure 25).

o According to the 1935
construction drawing, the
downspout connects to a 4-
inch vitreous tile drain that
runs southward beneath
High Street, feeding into the
sewer system.™®

e Masonry

o The masonry pavilion,
excluding the walkway,
measures 16° 6” square near
its base. Set into the sloping
terrain, its height varies
above grade, measuring
more than 30’ tall at the
lowest grade point, located
at the monument’s
southwestern corner. The
height of the monument,
from grade, at each corner is
as follows: northeastern, 23’
6”; northwestern, 25’ 7-Y4”;
southwestern, 31’ 1”; and
southeastern, 29° 2-Y.”
(Figure 26)."%°

Figure 25. Detail of downspout and wrought iron strap, facing
southeast (3 June 2014).

Figure 26. Overview of Constitution EIm Monument, facing
southeast, illustrating grade change at the site (3 June 2014).

%% Constitutional Elm Shelter (Corydon, Ind.), 6 March 1935. Drawings on file at Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites Corporation
Restoration Facility, Madison, Indiana.

160 These are based on measurements taken during the field documentation in June 2014. Note that the original construction drawings show a
fixed height of 26’6” and did not account for changes in grade at the site.
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The monument is constructed of
native sandstone quarried and
dressed at the nearby Hoosier
State Forest. Sandstone blocks
are of various sizes, ranging,
generally, from 2” to 1’ 6 in
length (Figure 27).

The top of the monument is
battered, tapering
approximately 6” from the
upper limits of the structural
piers to the capstones.

Each elevation of the monument
is characterized by a rectangular
opening, framing the trunk of
the Constitution EIm. Each
opening measures 8 6” wide
and 15’ 5” tall. The limits of the
openings are defined by the
monument’s sandstone floor,
flanking sandstone piers, and a
massive, 10” 10” long sandstone
lintel that spans each pair of
piers (Figure 28).

The sandstone piers are 4’ 6”
square, inset 1’ 6” on the
interior face to create an “L”-
shape, with the ell facing inward
toward the wood element. Each
stem of the “L” measures 3’
deep.

k™, § - e, .

Figure 27. Representative section of sandstone masonry,
facing east (3 June 2014).

Figure 28. Overview of the Constitution EIm Monument
showing the openings at each elevation, facing southwest.
(3 June 2014).

Each pier is accentuated by a series of three projecting stone courses, which span the
interior ell and encircle the piers onto the exterior face below the lintel. The stone
courses, each measuring 4” high, project 3” from the face of the pier (Figure 29).

The sandstone floor sits approximately 5’ from grade at the adjacent sidewalk. It is of
variable thickness, measuring approximately 6-%” thick at the street fagade (south
elevation) and 2-%” thick at the north, west, and east elevations.
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0 At the center of the floor, a sandstone curb
rises 7” to encircle the trunk of the
Constitution EIm, which is set within a pit
in the floor. The base generally conforms
to the shape of the trunk and, as such, is of
variable width. Generally, dimensions
vary from 4’ 7-%” across to 4’ 117

across.®

0 The street fagade exhibits the only
deviation from the sandstone construction
of the monument. Here, below the floor, a
tooled stone sloped surface supports a
commemorative bronze plaque (Figure
30).

0 Mortar throughout the monument exhibits
a variety of historical and more recent

compositions. The 1935 construction Figure 29. Projecting course detalil at

drawings note materials as 35 barrels of ggmeaﬁem pier, facing northeast (3 June

cement, 1.5 cubic yards of gravel, 10
cubic yards of sand, and 240 bags of
Brixment, a pre-packaged masonry
cement; however, the ratio of each
material utilized in the applied mortar is
unknown.'®? In 1982, selective re-pointing
of the mortar was completed, with
specifications calling for Type N 750 PSI
mortar mixed in the proportions of one
part masonry cement and three-quarter to
three parts sand by volume, or one part
masonry cement, one part hydrated lime,
and five-and-one-half parts sand.'®
Again, the utilized ratio is unknown.

Figure 30. Detail of tooled stone shelf at
the fagade, facing north (3 June 2014).

161 Note that this feature is not depicted on the construction drawings, the intent originally being to construct the monument around the tree in-
ground. It would appear that there was extensive decay in the lower portion of the trunk that it was necessary to cut off the bottom four or five
feet in order to create a solid bearing surface within the pavilion to support the trunk remnant. The effect is that the remnant sits within a pit in the
pavilion, encircled at the surface by the raised stone curb.

62 Constitutional Elm Shelter (Corydon, Ind.), 6 March 1935. Drawings on file at Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites Corporation
Restoration Facility, Madison, Indiana.

163 Construction Reports [unpublished documents], Indiana Department of Natural Resources, 20 July 1982, 8 October 1982 , and 15 November
1982. Reports in the files of the Corydon Capitol State Historic Site, Corydon, Indiana.
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e Railings
0 Wrought iron railings, each section measuring 3’ in height and 8’ 6” in length, span the
central opening on each elevation; the terminus of each rail is embedded within the stone
piers, set in mortar
(Figure 31).

0 Individual components of
the railing are composed
of 1” square bars.

0 Each section of railing
exhibits three identical
panels. Each panel is
characterized by a simple
geometric motif
established by the rhythm
of spacing between the
cross bars and balusters,
which  results in a o
repetitious  pattern  of Figure 31. Representative section of railing, facing southeast (3
squares, rectangles, and June 2014).
triangles.

e Commemorative Tablet

o A cast bronze
commemorative tablet
manufactured by

Langsenkamp-Wheeler
Brass Works of
Indianapolis, Indiana,
was secured to a tooled
stone slope on the
monument’s street facade
in January 1938 (Figure
32).164

0 The tablet measures 2’ by | ¥ e e

4’ and features beveled Figure 32. Commemorative plaque affixed to tooled stone slope
edges and raised lettering. on fagade, facing north (3 June 2014).

The tablet is affixed to

the masonry by four slotted machine screws; three original screws exhibit flat heads and
one replacement screw in the upper right corner has a round head.

164 “New Bronze Marker Placed on Constitution EIm Monument,” Corydon Democrat, 12 January 1938.
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0 The inscription on the tablet reads:

CONSTITUTION ELM
ON THIS SPOT, BENEATH THE SHADE OF THE ELM
THE
CONSTITUTION OF INDIANA
WAS FRAMED IN
JUNE, 1816

THIS TREE LIVED UNTIL 1925, ATTAINING A HEIGHT

OF FIFTY FEET, A TRUNK DIAMETER OF FIVE FEET

AND A SPREAD OF ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-TWO FEET
THIS MONUMENT WAS ERECTED IN 1936
Walkway

0 A 4’ wide flagstone walkway enwraps the monument proper to the west and north. It is
marked by a sandstone pier measuring 2’ 2-3%” x 2’ 7-%" and featuring a projecting string
course that extends approximately 1-%2” from the face of the pier, below its cap (Figure
33).

0 The walkway is accessed via a series of seven steps, each of variable height measuring
between 6” and 7-%4”, that ascend the steep grade (Figure 34). The steps connect to the
walkway, which runs to the northwest corner of the monument and adjoinsa 4’ 1” x 3* 2-
%” landing that rises an additional 5-%” from the walkway. Turning to the east, the
walkway rises 6-%2” from the landing and extends approximately 17’ 6” to the
monument’s northeastern corner.

Lo i s

Figure 33. Sandstone pier flanking the Figure 34. Overview of flagstone steps and
walkway to the west, facing northwest (3 walkway, facing north (3 June 2014).

June 2014).

1-45



0 A 5-%” stone border runs the length
of the walkway.

Wood Element
e Trunk Remnant

0 The trunk remnant of the
Constitution EIm is centered within
the monument, encircled by a
sandstone curb that generally
conforms to the shape of the trunk

(Figure 35).
0 The trunk remnant measures
approximately 13’ 2" in

circumference at its base.

o The trunk remnant is of variable
height, due to the location of each
cut historically made on the
crowning limbs. Generally, the trunk

remnant ranges from 13’ 9” to 14’ Figure 35. Overview of the trunk remnant,
10” in height facing west (3 June 2014).

0 The surface of the trunk remnant is
variably worn, partly a result of
natural weathering and partly a result
of past treatments and minor
vandalism. For example, plugged
holes are evident throughout the
trunk from when creosote was
injected into it in 1946'®; cement

patching is present in voids

throughout, dating to as early as

1910%8: and various locations exhibit

surface carvings of initials and other

graffiti (Figure 36).

Figure 36. Representative surface of trunk
remnant, facing west (3 June 2014).

165 «0ld EIm Gets ‘Shot” of Creosote,” Corydon Democrat, 25 December 1946.
166 «“Talk of Plans to Save Old Elm Tree,” Indianapolis Sun, 2 August 1910.
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e Braces
o0 Two wrought iron braces secure the
trunk remnant at its crown to the
monument,  spanning  diagonally
between the flanking piers (Figure
37).

o Braces are 4” wide.

0 The braces are affixed to the
monument at the projecting stone
courses that cap each pier, and each
end is set at a different height from the
porch floor, as follows: northeast, 14’
4: southeast, 15” 5”; southwest, 14’
10”; northwest, 15’ 5”.

3. CHARACTER-DEFINING FEATURES

The significance of the Constitution EIm Monument is
defined by its two principal components: the trunk
remnant of the Constitution EIm and the sandstone
pavilion structure. While variably altered over its
commemorative history by preservation efforts (e.g.,
creosote injections that resulted in the boring of holes and subsequent installation of plugs), continued
deterioration, and vandalism, the wood element continues to represent the last intact portion of the much-
venerated Constitution EIm at the original site, where the Constitution of the State of Indiana was
purportedly drafted during June 1816. The sole reason for which the sandstone memorial was originally
constructed, the remnant of the Constitution EIm is of primary significance and continues to reflect the
associations for which the site was historically preserved.

Figure 37. Representative anchor strap tie-in at
pier, facing northeast (3 June 2014).

The sandstone structure is significant not only as the first effort to permanently preserve and
commemorate the Constitution EIm, but also as a representative work of the Works Progress
Administration (Figure 38). Modified only by sporadic re-pointing of mortar and installation of a new
roof cladding, which is not visible from grade, the structure retains a high degree of integrity of materials,
workmanship, design, and feeling. Constructed of native sandstone and devoid of excessive
ornamentation, the structure embraces the Rustic architecture employed by agencies such as the WPA
during the mid-1930s. As an architectural element of the landscape, its character is defined by its
imposing massing and its constituent materials and features, including the dressed sandstone blocks and
symmetrical elevation openings that enframe the Constitution EIm within the flanking piers and massive
sandstone lintels. An otherwise austere structure, the monument is subtly accentuated by projecting stone
courses at each pier, a battered top, and wrought iron railing with a geometric motif. Other significant
features include the original commemorative tablet set upon the tooled stone slope on the facade and the
surrounding walkway that ascends to the monument’s floor on the west and north.
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Figure 38. Overview of the Constitution EIm Monument, facing northeast. In total, the materials, features,
and workmanship utilized in the construction of the monument are reflective of the Rustic architecture that
became common for public works projects during the Depression era (3 June 2014).

4. DESCRIPTION OF MATERIALS

The predominant material used in the Constitution EIm Monument is the native sandstone, of which the
entire structure, except the roof structure, is constructed. Other masonry materials utilized in construction
include the cementitious mortar used in pointing the masonry throughout and the flagstone cut to form the
walkway that partially enwraps the structure. Reinforced concrete was used for the roof structure, visible
from within the interior of the monument. Concrete was also historically utilized to fill voids in the trunk
remnant of the Constitution EIm.

Metals found in the Constitution EIm Monument include wrought iron, used in the construction of the
railing that encloses each elevation opening, the strap anchors that secure the top of the trunk, the crude
ties that secure the downspout, and the reinforcing steel used in the structure. Copper is found in the
counter flashing, roof drain and affixed screen, and downspout; and the tablet affixed to the street fagade
is bronze.

Wood components are limited to the trunk remnant of the Constitution EIm.

The roof, an EPDM membrane, is synthetic rubber.
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5. RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE ORIGINAL AND CURRENT APPEARANCE

The Constitution EIm Monument remains nearly unaltered since its original construction in 1936,
excluding minor alterations during the course of maintenance activities.

Historic photos of the Constitution EIm Monument confirm that the monument's current appearance is,
for all intents and purposes, identical to the structure's historical appearance. Changes since the
monument's construction have been limited to re-pointing of mortar throughout the structure and the 1982
installation of a new EPDM roof cladding within the parapet, which is not visible from grade. The only
other alterations include the continued use of preservatives on the wood element, some of which have
altered the wood's color and others of which have resulted in minor aesthetic changes (e.g., continued
filling of cracks with concrete patches and the boring of holes in the tree for creosote injection in 1946).

The Constitution EIm Monument continues to serve the purpose for which it was intended, to
commemorate the events of the constitutional convention that are noted as occurring under the
Constitution EIm in June of 1816.
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C. STRUCTURAL SYSTEM

CRA completed baseline documentation and assessment of the structural system in association with the
field documentation completed the week of June 2, 2014. This documentation and assessment was based
on physical investigation of visible systems and review of historical construction drawings only; no
materials were removed or altered in order to expose components otherwise not clearly visible.

1. DESCRIPTION

Employing a natural aesthetic that embraced the sensual appeal of native materials in design and
construction, the architectural and structural character of the Constitution EIm Monument are largely one
in the same, the exposed, massive sandstone blocks the predominant feature of both. Measuring 16' 6"
square and rising approximately 30' from grade at the adjacent sidewalk, the structure is composed of
sandstone quarried and dressed by the CCC at the nearby Harrison State Forest. Transported to the site,
materials were assembled by hand through the labor of the WPA. Rather than employing mechanized
means in the construction of the sandstone structural element, the WPA utilized a system of hoists
established with timber posts and pulleys. Construction drawings indicate that 305 pounds of reinforcing
steel was purchased for use in construction of
the monument.**’See Appendix F for the 1935
construction drawings.

Footings

e The monument's footings are not visible
above grade. Construction drawings
from 1935 indicate that the monument's
4' 6" square sandstone piers are founded
on 1' 6" thick poured concrete footers
that extend 1' 6" from each face of the
pier.'®

Masonry Superstructure

e The monument structure is constructed
of native sandstone quarried and
dressed at the nearby Harrison State
Forest. Sandstone blocks are of various
sizes, ranging generally from 2" to 1’ 6"
in length (Figure 39).

o Each sandstone pier is 4' 6" square,
inset 1' 6" on the interior face to create
an "L"-shape. Each stem of the "L" : _
measures 3' deep (Figure 40). Figure 39. Representative section of sandstone units

o The weight of the monument's cap is near the parapet, facing west (3 June 2014).
supported by 10' 10" long sandstone

Wi

67 Constitutional EIm Shelter (Corydon, Ind.), 6 March 1935. Drawings on file at Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites Corporation
Restoration Facility, Madison, Indiana.
168 1bid.
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lintels that span each elevation open between
the piers.

e The sandstone floor is of variable thickness,
measuring 6-%" thick at the street facade
(south elevation) and 2-%2" thick at the north,
west, and east elevations. Construction
drawings depict that the original intent was
to construct the monument around the tree
in-ground rather than constructing a floor on
which to stand the trunk remnant. It is
unknown what fill material is utilized
beneath the sandstone floor (Figure 41).*°

e Mortar joints throughout the monument are
of variable size, but generally ranging from
approximately %" to 1" in width. Mortar
consistently overlaps the rough joints,
adhering to the faces of the adjacent
sandstone blocks. The mortar evidences a
variety of historical and more recent
compositions and applications, trowel marks J
visible throughout. The 1935 construction F@gure40_. Representative interior ell of supporting
drawings note materials as 35 barrels of piers, facing northwest (3 June 2014).
cement, 1.5 cubic yards of gravel,
10 cubic yards of sand, and 240
bags of Brixment, a pre-packaged
masonry cement; however, the
ratio of each material utilized in
the applied mortar is unknown.*”
In 1982, selective re-pointing of
the mortar was completed, with
specifications calling for Type N
750 PSI mortar mixed in the
proportions of one part masonry
cement and three-quarter to three
parts sand by volume, or one part
masonry  cement, one part
hydrated lime, and five-and-one- - : ,
half parts sand.t™* Again, the Figure 41. Representative portion of the monument floor, facing
utilized ratio is unknown. east (3 June 2014).

169 1bid.

70 |bid.

™ Construction Reports [unpublished documents], Indiana Department of Natural Resources, 20 July 1982, 8 October 1982 , and 15 November
1982. Reports in the files of the Corydon Capitol State Historic Site, Corydon, Indiana.
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Roof

e The roof structure is a 6" thick
reinforced concrete slab embedded
within the sandstone piers. It rests
1’ 6" below the parapet wall. The
structure is only visible on the
bottom, from the interior of the
monument (Figure 42).

e The parapet capstones are finished
with a heavily deteriorated,
cementitious parge coat with a
fibrous composition (Figure 43).

Braces

o0 Two wrought iron braces
secure the trunk remnant at
its crown to the
monument, spanning
diagonally between the
flanking piers (see Figure
42).

o Braces are 4” wide.

2. CHRONOLOGY OF ALTERATIONS

No significant structural alterations have
occurred at the Constitution Elm
Monument. Re-pointing of deteriorated
mortar  joints has been completed
throughout the life of the structure in order
to prevent potential structural problems,
but, otherwise, no changes have been made
to the structure since its construction in
1936.

Figure 42. Roof structure from the interior of the monument,
facing south (3 June 2014).

Figure 43. Representative section of the interior face of the
parapet wall, facing north (3 June 2014).

3. IDENTIFICATION OF POTENTIAL STRUCTURAL ISSUES

A visual assessment of the structural system was completed in association with the preparation of this
report. This assessment was based on physical observation only; neither invasive testing nor mechanical
investigation (e.g. metal detection or ground penetrating radar) were employed on structural systems
during the investigation in order to ascertain the integrity of reinforcing steel within the structure's

components.
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While several condition issues were
identified during the investigation
(see Section IlI.A.1. Identification of
Apparent Condition Issues), none of
the observed conditions warrant, at
this time, categorization as a
structural  issue of immediate
concern. It should be noted, though,
that deterioration of the inset
reinforced concrete roof exhibits
multiple signs of deterioration,
including cracking, efflorescence, = o =
and incomplete filling of the wooden ER ds e BEx N

forms, exposing the aggregate - ' e Eﬁ"ﬁ 8 I, h
beneath (Figure 44). While weather : PSS N i %‘ '

conditions did not permit observation Figure 44. Representative section of surface deterioration on
of such during preparation of this interior surface of concrete roof, facing north (3 June 2014).

report, the author of the conservation

assessment of the trunk remnant, completed in 2013, records that "during a day after rainfall these cracks
[in the roof] were noted to be dripping water."*"> Such water penetration and dispersion within the
monument interior may indicate an evolving breakdown of the interior roof structure; this issue should be
monitored by ISMHS and appropriate action should be taken in order to stunt further deterioration of the
surface.

4. SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTHER ANALYSIS

The Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites Corporation initiated the completion of an in-depth
structural assessment of the Constitution EIm Monument in June 2014, concurrent with the development
of this report. Prepared by ARSEE Engineers, Inc., of Fishers, Indiana, the results of this assessment have
been incorporated into this HSR, as appropriate. The wooden component, the remnant of the Constitution
Elm, has been examined by Andrew Todd Conservators, Ltd., and Arnold Wood Conservation LLC, and
the latter firm implemented conservation treatment in June and July of 2014. Given the completion of
these studies, no additional structural investigation is recommended as necessary at this time.

72 Andrew Todd Conservators, Ltd. Conservation Report: Monument Assessment, Indiana State Museums [sic] and Historic Sites, "Constitution
Elm," 17 December 2003, 4.
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lIl. CONDITION ASSESSMENT, OPTIONS FOR
INTERPRETATION, OPTIONS FOR RESTORATION AND
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A. CONDITION ASSESSMENT

CRA completed a baseline condition assessment of the Constitution EIm Monument in association with
the preparation of this report. The assessment of material conditions and apparent issues was based on
physical observation only; no invasive testing was conducted during the assessment. It is important to
note that, as part of the effort to develop the most appropriate preservation program for the structure, the
ISMHS commissioned Andrew Todd Conservators, Ltd. to conduct an initial condition assessment of the
historic trunk remnant in 2013, and subsequently commissioned Arnold Wood Conservation LLC to
perform additional examination and implement conservation treatment. In addition, concurrent with the
development of this HSR, the corporation initiated an in-depth assessment of the stone structure, which
was carried out by ARSEE Engineers, Inc., in June 2014. In order to provide the most up-to-date and
extensive data available, the findings from these two studies have been incorporated into the assessment
below, as appropriate and with reference.

1. IDENTIFICATION OF APPARENT CONDITION ISSUES

Generally, the sandstone monument itself is in good condition, most identified issues being confined to
deterioration of mortar joints and general breakdown of isolated stone surfaces as a result of normal
weathering. More significant condition issues include the much mangled copper counter flashing, three-
decade-old EPDM roof membrane, and deteriorated parge coat at the parapet; deterioration of the
concrete roof; and corrosion of the wrought iron railing.

The trunk remnant continues to exhibit the effects of decay and more than 100 years of physical and
chemical treatments originally designed to preserve the tree and fight off pest infestations. Despite the
continued effects of weathering, surface loss, and vandalism, the trunk remnant after treatment is in
relatively stable condition considering its history and vulnerable situation.

Roof

The roof component is composed of a
steel-reinforced concrete slab set within
the monument's parapet. During their in-
depth investigation, ARSEE Engineers
detected reinforcing steel that runs north-
to-south and east-to-west approximately 9
inches on center using a Fisherscope metal
detector. Diagonal cracks were observed at
each corner of the slab and a diagonal
“corner bar” coincides with each of these
cracks. However, none of the cracks is
particularly wide, and they were not found
to have a significant effect on the
structural integrity of the slab.!™

Figure 45. Representative area of EPDM membrane, facing
southeast. Note the ripples in the bottom left of the photograph
(3 June 2014).

173 ARSEE Engineers, Constitution EIm Monument Condition Assessment. 20 August 2014, 4.
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The roof is clad by an EPDM rubber membrane, installed in 1982. Originally rated for a 10-year
warranty, the membrane, while in generally good condition considering its age, exhibits some loss of
adhesion, as evidenced by the raised ripples present in isolated locations (Figure 45). In addition, physical
observation revealed some minute fissures in the membrane surface; it is unknown if such breaks
penetrate through the entire thickness of the membrane, allowing water to pass through to the surface

below (Figure 46-47). Seams in the
membrane have been resealed as
recently as 2013, in order to attempt
to maintain a water-tight surface (see
Figure 45).

While the 1982  construction
documents indicate that the intent, at
that time, was to install a through-
wall flashing and a new counter
flashing, it appears that these tasks
were not completed. Based on
physical investigation, the extant
flashing appears to be the original
flashing installed in 1936-1937, not
a replacement. It is presumed that
instead of removing and installing a
new flashing in 1982, the existing
counter flashing was bent back so as
to allow sufficient access to install
the EPDM membrane, and then it
was crimped back into place over the
new surface. The result of this
treatment is a much deformed
flashing, with loose connections
between the flashing and the
membrane and between individual
sheets of flashing, reducing the
material's ability to deflect water as
intended (Figures 48-49).

The underside of the reinforced
concrete roof slab is exposed within
the interior of the monument. The
concrete surface appears to be the
result of a somewhat crude “pour”

Figure 46. Representative fissure in EPDM surface, facing northwest
(3 June 2014).

Figure 47. Representative fissures in EPDM surface, facing
southwest (3 June 2014).

with the lack of uniformity in the finished surface exposing the aggregate content in places. Efflorescence
is present throughout the surface, particularly along the southern wall juncture, and rust leaching is
present on the adjacent stone, indicating some amount of corrosion of the underlying reinforcing steel. In
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Figure 49. Representative section of flashing illustrating the material’s deformity, facing northeast (3 June 2014).
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addition, a significant number of
surface cracks pass across the face of
the concrete, particularly along its
southern half (Figures 50-51). The
depths of these cracks are unknown.
The author of the conservation
assessment of the trunk remnant,
completed in 2013, records that
"during a day after rainfall these
cracks [in the roof] were noted to be
dripping water.""* It did not rain
while CRA was conducting its
investigation; however, the condition
assessment completed by ARSEE
Engineers in 2014 verified the T i ‘
condition, noting that “the tapered Figure 50. Representative cracking and surface deterioration in the
sidewalls wet evenly from the top of concrete roof, facing northeast (3 June 2014).

the parapet down to the lintel on all
four sides of the monument...
Moisture was observed on the
interior walls beneath the roof slab.
This is believed to originate through
the cracks on the exterior wall and in
the parapet above.”*"

Masonry

The monument exhibits mortar of
various compositions and
applications from throughout the
monument's existence. Some re-
pointing  has  been  sloppily
completed, smeared onto the
adjacent sandstone surfaces, to
which it has adhered. Surface cracks
are visible running along mortar
joints  scattered throughout the
monument; they do not appear to be localized to any one area in particular and can generally be
considered to be hairline cracks, even if prevalent (Figures 52-53). More significant deterioration is
evident at the monument's parapet. Mortar joints are heavily deteriorated, particularly at the reglet in
which the counter flashing is secured (Figure 54). The cementitious parge coat at the parapet's capstones
is also heavily deteriorated, having fragmented throughout, with sizable sections broken away (Figure
55).

Figure 51. Representative cracking, surface deterioration, and
staining in the concrete roof, facing northwest (3 June 2014).

14 Andrew Todd Conservators, Ltd. Conservation Report: Monument Assessment, Indiana State Museums [sic] and Historic Sites, "Constitution
Elm," 17 December 2003, 2-4.
5 ARSEE Engineers, Constitution EIm Monument Condition Assessment. 20 August 2014, 3-4.
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Figure 52. Representative mortar patching at projecting course on northwestern pier, facing southwest. Note the break
in the joint at the corner and the mortar adhering adjacent sandstone surfaces below the course (3 June 2014).

Figure 53. Representative cracks in mortar joints on northeastern pier, facing northeast (3 June 2014).
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Figure 55. Example of deterioration in parge coat on parapet capstones, facing west (3 June 2014).
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Other issues associated with the masonry superstructure include localized areas of biological growth,
particularly in the upper walls, especially near the southeastern corner where the battered parapet and
projecting pier courses are set within the tree line of adjacent properties; growth is also evident on the
interior face of the parapet (Figures 56-57). Rust leaching and surface discoloration is also evident on the
interior of the masonry structure, near junctures with the concrete roof, indicating corrosion of interior
components in the concrete that, with water penetration, is running off onto the adjacent surfaces (Figure
58). This discoloration indicates a significant amount of water has been infiltrating the structure and
accelerating the deterioration of the sandstone.'’

The sandstone floor exhibits significant flaking throughout, up to a half inch in some places'”’, and some
larger sections have begun to break away from the floor at its terminus. In isolated locations, the
sandstone ends of the porch floor blocks have begun to delaminate, a presumed effect of water runoff
over the last 80 years (Figures 59-60). The tooled stone slope on the facade to which the bronze
commemorative tablet is affixed and the sandstone directly beneath exhibit rust staining.

. S Gy il
Figure 56. Biological growth at projecting course on Figure 57. Biological growth at battered upper wall near
northeastern pier, facing southeast (3 June 2014). the northeastern corner, facing southeast (3 June 2014).

)

178 1hid., 3.
7 pid., 5.
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Figure 59. Flaking and delaminating sandstone floor, facing southeast (3 June 2014).
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Figure 60. Delaminating end of sandstone monument floor, facing northwest (3 June 2014).

Wrought Iron Components

Two wrought iron braces span the interior of the monument between the flanking piers and help secure
the tree remnant to the monument. Surface rust is apparent throughout the straps; at this time, section loss

appears to be minimal, but present
(Figure 61).

The wrought iron railings spanning each
elevation opening exhibit significant
deterioration. While some surfaces are
well maintained by surface coatings
protecting the underlying metal from
oxidation, significant section loss is
evident on the bottom of several cross
bars, and particularly the top bars. Not
readily visible during a quick,
precursory inspection of the structure,
the surface coatings have likely not
been maintained as well as in other
places and, water running along the rail
and clinging onto the bottom via
surface tension has broken down the
surfaces (Figures 62—64).

Figure 61. Representative section of surface rust on the wrought
iron braces securing the trunk to the monument, facing
northeast (3 June 2014).
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Figure 62. Representative section of railing illustrating section loss and breakdown of welded connections, facing west
(3 June 2014).

Figure 63. Section loss at railing connection to sandstone pier, facing southeast (3 June 2014).
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Figure 64. Section loss at railing connection to sandstone pier,

facing northeast (3 June 2014).

The crude wrought iron straps securing the
downspout exhibit surface rust but do not
otherwise appear to be deteriorated.

Tablet

Despite having been refinished as recently
as 1998, the lacquer clear coat on the
bronze tablet has significantly deteriorated
(Figure 65).

Walkway

While generally in good condition, the
flagstone  walkways exhibit  mortar
deterioration at some joints, due to surface
runoff along the path. Deteriorated mortar
is also prevalent along the steps ascending
to the walkway, particularly at horizontal

junctures and near the flanking sandstone pier (Figure 66). Some stones have become partially dislodged
and need to be reset in order to limit potential hazards. Vegetative growth is present in localized areas
throughout the walkway, particularly at the southern end, near the steps by which the walkway is accessed

(Figure 67).

TI‘JN'E
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Figure 65. Deterioration of surface coat on bronze tablet, facing north (3 June 2014).
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Figure 67. Vegetative growth along southern portion of the walkway, facing north (3 June 2014).
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Wood Element

The following is an excerpt from the condition assessment of the elm trunk remnant completed in
December 2013, by Andrew Todd Conservators, Ltd.:

"The structural wooden tree remnant (the trunk element of the original elm) was
found to be deteriorated with fungal rot, weathered and cracked in the process of
deterioration. In some areas it was suspected that the wooden structure may have
been severely affected by the rot and fungal deterioration. The fungal
deterioration has probably been an active condition for some time, likely as a
process at the time of the actual death of the tree. In areas that were further
identified, especially in upper branch components, exit holes from wood boring
insects were noted. The damage from several wood boring pests was identified.

Earlier repairs were noted in the wooden trunk of the tree. Obvious efforts to
stabilize the core material were observed where holes were drilled and left
covered with wooden dowels. It was reported that the holes were drilled to allow
creosote to be injected into the interior of the trunk. It was also reported that
drums of creosote were stored in the village and that safety officers had removed
them, many years ago. In addition to the creosote efforts, surface repairs of
cement and caulking compounds were noted in many locations overall. These
locations are noted on the diagrams of the trunk.

The first noticeable condition of the wooden elm tree element is the overall
darkened surface of the monument. Upon closer examination, areas where the
black surface coating had been worn away, a grey natural looking weathered
wood color was noted. Some surface graffiti was noted both scratched and
marked by pencil. After a general inspection was completed, specific tests were
undertaken in several areas of concern on the surface. Core sample tests were
undertaken in these areas as well as near the point of contact with the cross-beam
at the top side of the monument. While overall deterioration was registered in the
tests, areas of rot and fungal deterioration were noted where surface loss revealed
the inner core of the wood element of the tree. Acoustic tapping on the surface
noted areas of differential resistance, indicating the soft rot deteriorated areas
beneath the surface. Moisture meter readings were taken in several locations and
a stable wood moisture level of 7-9% was noted in all locations. Locations are
noted on diagrams of the elm tree remnant. Tests continued in several areas over
the surfaces of the tree element. Fills were found composed of cement, caulking
compound and fiberglass resin.”*"®

18 Andrew Todd Conservators, Ltd. Conservation Report: Monument Assessment, Indiana State Museums [sic] and Historic Sites, "Constitution
Elm," 17 December 2003, 2-4.
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Issues identified during
preparation of the
assessment in December
2013  were likewise
observed during the
physical investigation
completed in association
with this report.
Particularly notable is the
heavily weathered
surface and the numerous
structural patches to the
trunk remnant, completed
historically with concrete
(Figures  68-69). As
described in detail in

Section 11.A.2. Context Figure 68. Representative trunk
Statement of this report, remnant surface at sandstone

concrete patches were pedestal, facing north (3 June 2014).

first utilized on the

Constitution EIm in 1910 and became a regular component of
annual treatments that were carried out between 1910 and 1924.
Likewise notable is the discoloration of the tree component and
the holes that have been plugged throughout the trunk (Figure
70). Chemical treatment of the trunk also began in 1910 as part
of the annual treatment program. Arsenate of lead, nicotine
oleate, and Bordeaux mixture were used regularly and sprayed
onto the entire tree as a means of arresting deterioration and pest
infestation. In 1925, the first application of creosote was made on
the tree in association with the dead limbs being cut from trunk.
In 1946, a more significant application occurred. In this year,
creosote was forced into the stump through dozens of holes
drilled into the trunk.

2. RECOMMENDED PRIORITIES FOR PRESERVATION OR
CONSERVATION

Recommendations for mitigating current condition issues
associated with the Constitution EIm Monument are provided in
Table 5, below. Treatments are presented in a recommended
priority order, based, primarily, on the potential for the identified
condition issues to intensify and/or affect the structural or
historical integrity of the resource.

I1-14

Figure 69. Representative trunk remnant
surface, facing southeast (3 June 2014).
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Figure 70. Representative trunk
remnant surface showing plugged
holes through which creosote was
previously injected, facing west (3
June 2014).
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Table 6. Treatment recommendations for the Constitution EIm Monument.

Priority Level | Description
First Tier | Clean, repair, prime, and paint iron anchor straps
Repair, clean, prime, and paint iron railing or fabricate new sections as needed
Replace EPDM membrane and counter flashing
Repair parge coat on parapet capstones
Assess structural integrity of the roof structure, and, if appropriate, seal cracks
Remove vegetative growth and reset flagstone steps and walkway
Second Tier | Tuckpoint deteriorated mortar joints on sandstone surfaces and the adjacent walkway
Clean efflorescence and staining on underside of concrete roof and adjacent sandstone
Clean localized biological growth from masonry
Work with property owners to prune adjacent tree coverage
Third Tier | Remove wasp nests from interior face of monument
Rake, clean, and reset mortar joints where patches have been sloppily applied
Clean leaching stains from tooled stone shelf on the facade
Refinish bronze plaque with new lacquer surface coat

ARSEE Engineers developed a set of repair recommendations based on the current condition of the
sandstone monument as observed in June 2014. The repair recommendations identified in their report are
provided below in Table 7, adapted from the original document.

Table 7. Treatment recommendations for the sandstone monument, as proposed in August 2014.17

Priority Level | Description
First Tier | Remove, salvage, reconstruct and repair steps, walkway and edging.
Replace severely deteriorated with matching sandstone.
Incorporate compacted gravel sub-base to maximize drainage.
Installation of a handrail along west face of monument.
Remove and replace top rail on each railing.
Remove cement wash on upper surface of stone coping and install a liquid applied
material reinforced with fiberglass.
Repoint all of the mortar joints on the exterior face above the stone lintels.
Remove, salvage and reset all stones that are loose.
Remove all organic material from the north face of the monument.
Second Tier | Remove all excess mortar and repoint in the four columns, exterior of the base, inside
face of the wall and the pilaster west of the steps.
Replace severely deteriorated stones in the monument walls.
Clean bottom face of the concrete deck.
Inject cracks in concrete roof slab with polyurethane grout resin.
Third Tier | Clean all masonry surfaces using heated water at low pressure.

As noted, the ISMHS engaged a conservator to complete conservation treatment, based upon the
treatment plan recommended by the conservation report for the Constitution EIm trunk remnant in
December 2013. As such, new recommendations are not proposed. Rather, the prescribed treatment plan
identified in the conservation report, and carried out with modifications in June and July 2014, is
provided below in Table 8, adapted from the original document.

While the final conservation report of Arnold Wood Conservation LLC detailing the work completed
during June and July 2014 was not available during development of this report, Link Ludington, Chief of
Historic Preservation for the ISMHS, in September 2014, provided broad photographic documentation of

9 1bid., 6-8.
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Table 8. Treatment recommendations for the trunk remnant, as proposed in December 2013.1%

Phase | Description

Phase | . Document all steps, written notes, time, and date. Keep daily digital photo record.

. On-site preparations, construct barriers to protect the site.

. Set up scaffolding and supports, as required. Enclose the area with a breathable tarpaulin.

. Dry clean area to remove dust and airborne particles by dry methods with various soft

bristle brushes, soft wooden scrapers, as required. Complete all actions by hand methods.

. Repeat as necessary until surfaces are clean.

. Wash area and spray with garden hose. Apply Orvus 1% solution with soft brushes.

. Repeat, continuing until surfaces are clean overall.

. Follow aqueous and mild detergent cleaning with a complete rinse using soft spray from a

garden hose, using a clean water supply or hand sprayer. Rinse until water runs off clean.

9. Apply Tim-bor to all surfaces, by 10% solution in water with hand-held sprayer.

10. Allow to dry.

Phase 1l | 11. Stabilize deteriorated wood and consolidate with West System boatbuilding epoxy and
fillers. Remove old repairs and stabilize. Inject epoxy adhesive consolidant into all holes.

12. Fill all holes and cracks with epoxy paste filler.

13. Fill areas of surface loss with new wood. Fill around new wood with epoxy paste filler.

14. Test methods, solvent combinations, and process. Confirm choices for each step.

15. Clean surface coating by solvent methods and absorbent cloths and swabs.

16. Repeat as necessary, continuing to solvent clean exterior surface coating.

Phase 111 | 17.Mechanical and fill repairs to scratches, scrapes, and surface damage. Complete crack
repairs and fills. Stabilize deteriorated wood and consolidate with West System
boatbuilding epoxy and fillers.

18. Apply new pieces at base with same adhesive.

19. Drill and insert Impel roads, and cover with custom plugs

20. Apply new finish coat over entire exterior.

21. Allow drying time. Clean up site and dispose of all products.

22. Complete documentation and written report of work.

AW

o0 ~N o Ol

the work completed by Arnold Wood Conservation LLC during the course of the trunk conservation
project. As depicted in the photographs, the conservation project resulted in the removal of creosote
coatings and other sealants applied to the trunk remnant following the removal of the tree’s limbs in 1925,
which returned the trunk remnant to a more natural color (Figure 71). In addition, the conservator
removed concrete patches in the previously-rotted out sections of the trunk, which exposed that the trunk
remnant is set within a pit in the sandstone pavilion (Figure 72—73); the depth of this pit is unknown as
the small opening did not permit for an accurate measurement to be taken. According to Link Ludington,
the areas of rotted tree trunk that were exposed by removal of concrete patches were patched by the
conservator with sections of cut elm, provided by the conservator and said to be of a similar vintage. The
elm sections were affixed to the trunk remnant with epoxy (Figure 74-76). It should be noted that while
the new patches are more in character with the trunk remnant than the former concrete patches, in some
places they do not provide a seamless infill. For example, instead of using single sections of elm to patch
each area, multiple pieces were spliced together in some places in order to accommodate the shape of the
void to be filled. In addition, the patches relied on substantial amounts of epoxy to fill the space between
the patch and the trunk remnant, which creates a distinct separation between elements. Should funding be
available in the future, ISMHS should reevaluate the patches and consider refitting the areas with new
patches as determined appropriate to provide a more seamless and natural transition.

80 Adapted from, Andrew Todd Conservators, Ltd. Conservation Report: Monument Assessment, Indiana State Museums [sic] and Historic Sites,
"Constitution EIm," 17 December 2003.
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Figure 71. Representative section of trunk following removal of creosote applications
(14 July 2014). Photograph by Link Ludington.

Figure 72. Representative section of trunk following removal of concrete patch (14 July
2014). Photograph by Link Ludington.
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Figure 73. Exposed trunk core showing that the trunk remnant extends into a pit within the
pavilion below the stone curb at the surface (14 July 2014). Photograph by Link Ludington.

Figure 74. Patch area fitted with sections of elm and epoxy by the conservator (14 July
2014). Photograph by Link Ludington.
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Figure 75. Detalil of patch area showing the seam between sections of elm secured with
epoxy (14 July 2014). Photograph by Link Ludington.
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Figure 76. Detail of patch area showing the substantial amount of epoxy used to fill the void
between the patch and the trunk remnant (14 July 2014). Photograph by Link Ludington.
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3. OBSERVATIONS REGARDING APPROPRIATENESS OF BUILDING FABRIC

The Constitution EIm Monument is nearly entirely as originally constructed. Changes have been limited
to the replacement of the original composition roof with an EPDM rubber membrane and patching of
mortar joints. While original and patched joints were both completed with a cementitious mortar,
numerous patches appear to have been sloppily completed, with mortar overlapping onto adjacent
sandstone surfaces. These joints should, once pressing condition issues are addressed, be raked, cleaned,
and repointed.

4. SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER ANALYSIS

An investigation of the trunk remnant of the Constitution EIm was completed by Andrew Todd
Conservators, Ltd., in 2013, followed by further examination and conservation treatment by Arnold Wood
Conservation LLC in 2014, and a structural assessment of the masonry elements was undertaken by
ARSEE Engineers, Inc., in June 2014, concurrent with the development of this report. In total, the HSR,
conservator’s assessment and associated treatments to the wood element, and the structural assessment of
the monument are anticipated to satisfy all current analysis needs.

11-20



B. OPTIONS FOR INTERPRETATION

1. IDENTIFICATION OF PERIOD OF SIGNIFICANCE

There is only one period of significance for the Constitution EIm Monument, that is, the period from its
construction in 1936 to the present. The monument survives virtually unchanged from its inception, and
continues to perform its original function of preserving the major physical remnant of the Constitution
Elm and commemorating its place in Indiana’s history.

The history of the Constitution Elm, broadly, can be divided into three periods: Constitution EIm as a
Thriving Living Organism, 1816-1908; Hoosier Elm Chapter of the Daughters of the American
Revolution Stewardship, 1908-1936; and Remnant of the Constitution EIm as a Component of the
Constitution EIm Monument, 1936-2014. While interpretation of the Constitution EIm as a Thriving
Living Organism, 1816-1908, including the events of June 1816 for which the Constitution EIm rose to
prominence, is the focus of current interpretation, interpretation of the total of the three periods in the
history of the tree, representing a rich legacy of stewardship, public architecture, community culture, and
preservation ethos, would more fully and appropriately recognize the reasons for which the Constitution
EIm Monument can be considered significant. The following is a summary of each period in the history of
the Constitution EIm (for additional discussion on the significance of the Constitution EIm Monument,
see Section I1.4. Significance Statement):

Constitution EIm as a Thriving Living Organism, 1816-1908

Purportedly sprouted between 1700 and 1740, the Constitution EIm grew to a reported height of 50 feet
by the summer of 1816 when the Indiana Constitution was drafted; it also featured a trunk diameter of 5
feet and its branches sheltered an area 132 feet across. Tradition holds that at this time, in the heat of
June, delegates of the constitutional convention chose to hold at least some committee meetings beneath
the shade of the elm tree, which sat next to a cold spring. The story passed down through familial
tradition; the Constitution EIm rose to acclaim, particularly in the late nineteenth century as the elm's
story was published in numerous newspaper accounts and local and regional histories. Into the 1890s and
1900s, the Constitution EIm became a much-frequented tourist destination and the location of meetings
for school groups, community organizations, elected officials, and others. Its legacy was captured in
numerous photographs and postcards of the period.

Hoosier EIm Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution Stewardship, 1908-1936

In 1909, the recently formed Hoosier EIm Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution, named
in honor of the Constitution EIm, assumed stewardship, although not ownership, of the tree from the
Town Board of Corydon. Nearly immediately, the DAR chapter began working with others, such as the
state entomologist, to conduct studies of the tree's deteriorating structure and initiate treatments. From
1910 to 1925, annual treatments were provided to the tree, which included pruning of dead limbs, coating
the tree in arsenate of lead and other chemicals, and filling of voids with cement. On October 7, 1915, the
DAR undertook the first effort to commemorate the events that occurred under the Constitution Elm,
placing a limestone marker, affixed with a memorial plaque, in front of the elm. Despite the efforts to
save the Constitution EIm, the tree continued to deteriorate and, in 1925, it was declared dead. Once
determined to be dead, the Constitution EIm was salvaged by cutting off the dead limbs, and an umbrella-
like shelter was constructed atop the trunk; the limestone marker remained in front of the tree. Under the
direction of the DAR, wood cut from the tree was used to create a variety of souvenirs that were sold
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throughout the area. In 1926, the tree was nominated to the Tree Hall of Fame by the American Tree
Association.

Remnant of the Constitution EIm as a Component of the Constitution EIm Monument, 1936-2014

The DAR's protective roof remained until August 1936, when, supported by the efforts of the DAR, the
Indiana Department of Conservation secured ownership of the tree and made plans to construct a
permanent, commemorative monument at the site to preserve the trunk remnant for future generations.
Completed during the Depression years, construction of the monument employed federal relief workers
under the Civilian Conservation Corps and Works Progress Administration programs and embraced the
concept of Rustic architecture proliferated by the National Park Service during the era. Work was
completed on the monument in March 1937, and the bronze commemorative tablet on the street facade
was installed on January 6, 1938.

2. OPTIONS FOR PERIOD OF INTERPRETATION

Interpretation of the Constitution EIm Monument is currently limited by its location, which is isolated
from the other buildings and structures that comprise the Corydon SHS. Isolated as it is, its context is
fragmented from the remainder of the program. Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites Corporation
should work with the Town of Corydon, property owners, and others, as appropriate, to develop a more
robust signage program for the Corydon Capitol State Historic Site, which would facilitate linkages
between the individual elements, particularly the geographically isolated Constitution EIm Monument.

The story of the Constitution EIm Monument affords several opportunities for improving interpretation of
the site. Presently, interpretation of the site is provided indirectly through promotional materials such as
pamphlets and, loosely, by online materials, in association with the larger Corydon SHS. On-site
interpretation is provided by a single low-profile interpretive panel, which was installed as part of the
Ohio River Scenic Byway program, located directly to the west of the monument along the sidewalk on
West High Street (Figure 77). Installed circa 2008, the interpretive panel, bearing the title “Branches of
History,” reads:

“Corydon’s Constitution EIm stood a few blocks to the north of Indiana’s first
capitol. The huge elm tree, about 50 feet high and spread over 130 feet, offered
cooling shade from the summer sun. When the framers of the Indiana
Constitution met during the sweltering June days of 1816 they sat under the tree.

An elm disease killed the tree in 1925, and only the trunk remains at the
Constitution EIm Memorial. Pieces of the tree were sold as souvenirs. In 1937, a
protective sandstone memorial was erected over the trunk.

The Constitutional Convention was attended by 43 representatives from the
territory. When preparing Indiana’s state laws they relied heavily on existing
constitutions, especially those of Ohio and Kentucky.

Indiana’s first capitol, completed in 1816 at a cost of $3000, was designed for use
as the Harrison County Courthouse, but housed the General Assembly and
Supreme Court until the capital was moved to Indianapolis in 1825.”
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The text is accompanied by two historic photographs, one circa 1893 and the other circa 1920, and two
contemporary photographs of the monument and associated commemorative plaque, taken circa 2008. A
callout block provides a statement on the constitution stipulating the creation of a university.

As the parcel owned by the State of Indiana is very small, generally conforming to the limits of the
Constitution EIm Monument and a small buffer, there is little room — without purchasing additional land -
that allows for additional amenities that would help showcase the site and facilitate its interpretation. As
such, it is important that the limited interpretation that is available is as correct and as robust as possible.

While the interpretive panel located
adjacent to the monument was fairly
recently installed, the content on the sign
could be improved to more fully relate to
the Constitution EIm’s multiple areas of
significance, rather than the development
of Corydon as the capital broadly. In
doing such, statements such as those
discussing the Capitol Building and the
founding of Indiana University would be
removed. In their place, the sign content
could introduce the importance of the site
to the community and the legacy of
stewardship at this site. Discussion of the

monument as an example of Depression _ _ . _
era public architecture could also be Figure 77. Interpretive panel immediately to the west of the

. . . . Constitution ElIm Monument, facing north (3 June 2014).
included. Given that the interpretive g ( )

panel is located directly adjacent to the

monument, contemporary photographs depicting the current character of the monument and the
commemorative plaque are unnecessary. A substantial number of historic photographs of the Constitution
EIm Monument exist, with which they could be replaced. Should it be desired, a quick response (QR)
code could be incorporated to allow visitors with “smart” phones to access additional information about
the site online instantly.

As noted, the limitations of the site currently preclude substantial improvements to the interpretation of
the site. However, should ISMHS seek to acquire additional property or work toward an arrangement with
the Town of Corydon in the future, the 2009 Corydon Historic Sites Master Plan provides an outline for a
comprehensive improvement program at the Constitution EIm Monument. The assessment of the
Constitution EIm Monument concluded that the existing property boundaries make the ability to
improvements impossible, and thus recommended that the State purchase a portion of the property to the
north and west of the monument to allow for accessibility and landscape improvements to the site.’®
Recommended improvements include providing an accessible route to the pavilion platform, providing
connections to other sites that are part of the Corydon Capitol State Historic Site, and working with the
Town of Corydon to incorporate decorative paving that interprets the historical reach of the Constitution
Elm’s branches before they were cut from the tree in 1925. A detailed list of recommendations provided

%8 Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Corydon Historic Sites Master Plan, September 2009, 18.
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in the 2009 report by priority level is provided in Table 9 below, and a rendering of the proposed plan is
depicted in Figure 78.1%

Table 9. Interpretation Recommendations, as proposed in the 2009 Corydon Historic Sites Master Plan.183

Priority Level | Description
First Tier | Purchase additional property to provide accessible route to deck.

Second Tier | Provide connections to local historic sites and trails, with accompanying wayfinding
elements.
Provide accessible ramp.
Widen sidewalk area for group gathering and bus parking.
Third Tier | Provide accent lighting.
Provide directional signage to monument at Capitol Avenue.
Improve access from Water Street.
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Figure 78. Site Improvements at the Constitution ElIm Monument, as proposed in the 2009 Corydon
Historic Sites Master Plan.

182 Recommendations related to condition are not included here as they are addressed in this condition assessment found in this report.
183 H
Ibid., 25.
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C. OPTIONS FOR RESTORATION

1. SUGGESTIONS FOR OPTIONS FOR RESTORATION

The National Park Service defines restoration as: "the act or process of accurately depicting the form,

features, and character of a property as it appeared at a particular period of time by means of the removal

of features from other periods in its history and reconstruction of missing features from the restoration
H lll84

period.

There have been no significant alterations to the Constitution EIm Monument since its construction, thus
no treatments that can be classified as restoration in consideration of National Park Service definitions are
recommended, other than general restoration and repair of the masonry and iron railings.

2. SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE FOUND THROUGH RESEARCH FOR EACH OPTION

Historic photos of the Constitution EIm Monument confirm that the monument's current appearance is,
for all intents and purposes, identical to the structure's historical appearance. Changes since the
monument's construction have been limited to re-pointing of mortar throughout the structure and the 1982
installation of a new EPDM roof cladding within the parapet, which is not visible from grade. The only
other alterations include the continued use of preservatives on the wood element, some of which have
altered the wood's color and others of which have resulted in minor aesthetic changes (e.g., continued
filling of cracks with concrete patches and the boring of holes in the tree for creosote injection in 1946).

3. IMPACT OF RESTORATION OPTIONS ON HISTORIC FABRIC

Other than general restoration and repair of the sandstone masonry and iron railings, no other treatments
that can be categorized as restoration are recommended for the Constitution EIm Monument.

184 National Park Service, Restoration as Treatment, http://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/four-treatments/treatment-restoration.htm (11 June 2014).
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D. SUGGESTIONS FOR MAINTENANCE PLAN

Below are recommended cyclical maintenance activities to be carried out at the Constitution Elm
Monument. Regular maintenance of the monument will not only enhance the aesthetics of the property,
but it will also facilitate appropriate repair of deficiencies before they come to compromise the
monument’s historic or structural integrity. Particularly important in developing a maintenance plan for
the Constitution EIm Monument is the recognition that regular, proactive inspection of the structure to
monitor for issues is the most important step that can be carried out in being a proper steward of the site.
Planned maintenance designed to prevent problems that can be expected to occur during the life of a
building will not only facilitate project completion but also help address minor issues before they become
more serious.

Broadly, there are two primary considerations that are important to reinforce in developing a maintenance
plan for the Constitution EIm Monument:

e Maintenance must be a product of planned, cyclical action. A maintenance program will only be
successful if it is carried out with regular action. In the absence of a preferred model, it is
recommended that a seasonal maintenance cycle be adopted. In this, the Constitution Elm
Monument would be inspected during the fall of each year for items to be addressed during the
yearly program; issues of immediate concern would be addressed right away. During the winter,
plans would be developed for addressing the identified issues, to be completed in the spring.
Once items are completed in the spring, the building's treatment program and the annual
inspection checklist can be evaluated for necessary changes during the summer before the cycle
begins again in the fall.

e Maintenance must address the cause of problems, not just the symptoms: While the easiest and
quickest solution to a problem is often just to fix the issues readily apparent, condition issues are
likely to reappear if the source of the problem is not identified and addressed.

1. LIST OF ROUTINE MAINTENANCE ITEMS

Sandstone Surfaces

e Inspect for Biological Growth: During a biannual inspection, personnel should check the
Constitution EIm Monument for signs of moisture accumulation, such as biological growth on
surfaces. Based on present inspections, the northern face of the monument is particularly
susceptible to biological growth, as is the base of the monument abutting grade. The advice of a
trained professional may be required to identify the severity of the problem and propose an
appropriate solution.

e Monitor for Deterioration: The Constitution EIm Monument exhibits mortars of a variety of
compositions and vintages throughout the structure. All mortar used in the structure, both
historically and recently, appear be a hard, cement-based mortar. Mortar on the monument, below
the parapet, should be inspected annually in order to identify and monitor cracks and deterioration
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of joints, as these can indicate signs of movement or moisture penetration and should be
addressed before they pose a structural issue. Both exterior and interior faces of the monument
should be evaluated. Surfaces within the parapet should be inspected annually in association with
inspection of the roof membrane and flashing (see below).

e Stone Maintenance: The sandstone surfaces of the memorial should not be cleaned solely for
aesthetic reasons; however, it may periodically be needed to remove biological growth or
staining. When cleaning is undertaken, it must be completed with care. Areas should be dry
brushed with a soft, non-metallic bristle brush. Most biological growth can be removed from
stone surfaces after a dry clean by applying a clean water rinse with a medium bristled brush.
Should it be determined necessary; a light, non-abrasive low alkali soap and water may be used to
clean the surface where water alone fails to remove contaminants. Low pressure water sprays
may be used; however, never use abrasive cleaning methods of chemicals when dealing with
sandstone, as it will degrade the surface and can lead to delamination. The stone should be
inspected annually to determine if localized cleaning is necessary.

e Mortar Maintenance: Mortar must be maintained with care. Like the sandstone, mortar should not
be cleaned purely for aesthetic purposes. If it is required, however, personnel should first dry
clean with a soft bristle brush and then use a light, non-abrasive low alkali soap and water to
clean the surface of the mortar where water alone fails to remove contaminants. The use of a low
pressure water spray or a soft bristled brush is strongly recommended in order to apply the soaps
and remove the impact direct and particulate matter. When completing the annual inspection of
the sandstone surfaces, personnel should also inspect mortar joints and evaluate potential needs.
Should it be necessary, a professional may facilitate determining if any deteriorated mortar joints
pose a potential risk to the structure.

Concrete

e Monitor and Repair Surfaces: Exposed concrete at the Constitution EIm Monument is limited to
the underside of the reinforced concrete roof, which is visible from within the interior of the
monument. Presently, the concrete exhibits surface irregularities, staining, and cracking
throughout, particularly along the southern half of the roof. Corydon SHS personnel should
complete an annual inspection of the concrete surface in order to monitor cracking and other
deterioration that has the potential to lead to structural problems or adversely affect the aesthetic
character of the monument. A specialist may be appropriate in assisting with monitoring and
completing repairs.

Flagstone Walkway

e Remove Dirt and Surface Mud Accumulation: Given that the adjacent grade is higher than the
walkway, there is potential for runoff of dirt to accumulate on the surface, particularly on the
northern end, where it abuts the sandstone monument. Use gentle and low pressure cleaning
methods as necessary to clean soiled stone surfaces only when it threatens to cause damage to the
historic flagstone walkway or mortar joints.
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Metal Components

o Metal Maintenance: Several types of preventative and preservative materials can be applied to
metal in order to strengthen it and lengthen its life span, such as paint sealants, waxes, and oils.
An expert needs to be brought in to determine the most appropriate for the metal components in
order to ensure that the selected treatments do not adversely react with adjacent sandstone
surfaces, for example. Given the degree to which the wrought iron railing has thus far
deteriorated as a result of oxidation, once repairs are completed or new sections installed,
personnel should visually check railings annually in order to promote retention of an intact
surface coating.

Miscellaneous

e Monitor roof membrane, downspout, and flashing for leaks: Annually, Corydon SHS personnel
should inspect the roof membrane in order to monitor the development of surface fissures and
address deficient joints as necessary. Concurrent with the inspection of the membrane, personnel
should inspect the parapet flashing for deficient joints and coverage. The copper drain and
downspout should also be inspected for cracking. Should it be possible, as part of this inspection,
a hose and water hookup should be used to verify that the downspout is appropriately connected
to the drain at grade.

e Maintain Landscaping: While the State of Indiana’s property boundary at the Constitution EIm
Monument includes little ground cover, weeds and other vegetative growth still have the potential
to, and have, infiltrated masonry surfaces along the walkway and adjacent to the monument
superstructure. Site personnel should remove weeds and other plant matter from these areas on a
weekly basis in order to prevent deterioration to mortar joints and limit moisture accumulation.

e Prune Trees and Remove Obstructions: While no trees are located on the property owned by the
State of Indiana, staff of the Corydon SHS should work with adjacent property owners to develop
a regular pruning interval for trees within the vicinity of the Constitution EIm Monument in order
to limit leaf accumulation within the parapet of the monument. In association with the pruning,
obstructions such as fallen tree branches and leaves should be removed from the roof within the
parapet. The roof should be inspected monthly for such obstructions and more often during the
fall.

e Monitor Vandalism: Corydon Capitol State Historic Site personnel should visit the Constitution
EIm Monument daily in order to check for significant vandalism, and, if appropriate, make
arrangements to mitigate such vandalism. Regular inspections will also promote a sense of
ownership, lessening the potential that vandals will choose to frequent the property.

e Site cleanup: During daily visits to the Constitution EIm Monument, personnel should remove
any located trash at the site in order to prevent accumulation.
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2. RECOMMENDED INSPECTION CYCLES AND WORKSHEETS

As noted above, regular, proactive investigation of conditions and completion of routine maintenance is
one of the most important steps in promoting long-term, appropriate stewardship of a site. At a minimum,
Corydon SHS personnel should complete a daily drive-by of the Constitution EIm Monument in order to
check for trash and monitor vandalism. Beyond the daily observation, features of the structure should be
inspected for maintenance needs throughout the year. Recommended maintenance inspection cycles for
each component of the Constitution EIm Monument are provided below. These regular inspection cycles
should be incorporated into the program schedules of Corydon SHS personnel.

RECOMMENDED MAINTENANCE INSPECTION CYCLE

Feature Frequency (Months) | Routine Maintenance Action To Be Completed
1 6 12
Roof membrane and parapet X Check for deterioration; remove debris and plant growth, clean scupper
Downspout and hangers X Ensure downspout is secure and surface drain is not blocked
Flashing X Check for loose or deformed sections
Structural masonry X Check for hiological growth and deterioration of mortar joints
Metal components X Check for deteriorated surface coatings and surface rust
Walkway X Check for vegetation, deteriorated mortar, and settled components

It should also be noted that keeping track of and documenting maintenance and repair work is an
important component of a comprehensive maintenance program, and should be considered a priority in
future stewardship of the Constitution EIm Monument. Such documentation supports creation of a
thorough administrative record and provides a documentary record that can be referenced in the future
should a need arise. Keeping such records will also assist architects, engineers, and others that may be
contracted to work on the site.

An annual inspection worksheet that corresponds with the above-identified areas of concern has been

provided on the following pages for use by Corydon SHS personnel in order to ensure that all items are
appropriately addressed in a timely manner.
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CONSTITUTION ELM MONUMENT INSPECTION WORKSHEET

Personnel Date Weather Conditions
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IV. FURTHER STUDY AND ANALYSIS







A. SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER STUDY AND ANALYSIS

1. SUGGESTIONS FOR CONDUCTING FURTHER PROFESSIONAL STUDY AND ANALYSIS

There is little authoritative documentation of maintenance provided by the State of Indiana to the
Constitution EIm Monument from its construction in 1936 through 2014, aside from isolated construction
memorandums in the files of the Corydon SHS. Recollections of Corydon SHS personnel suggest that no
extraordinary maintenance or preservation activities have occurred at the site in the last 30 years;
however, to supplement the existing record, knowledgeable persons within Corydon should be contacted
to determine if oral interviews may be useful in more fully defining the record of twentieth-century
stewardship at the site. Given the degree of research completed thus far and the limited change to the site
(being limited to maintenance of mortar surfaces and replacement of the original composition roof, as
well as already documented treatments to the trunk remnant), any additional information received would
not be anticipated to be particularly illuminating in devising a path forward for the Constitution EIm
Monument.

The information provided herein is complemented by an investigation of the wood element of the
Constitution EIm Monument, completed by Andrew Todd Conservators, Ltd., in 2013, further
examination and conservation treatment of the elm by Arnold Wood Conservation LLC in 2014, and a
structural assessment of the pavilion, undertaken by ARSEE Engineers, Inc., in June 2014, concurrent
with the development of this report. Structural repairs will be completed by the ISMHS at a later date
based on the recommendations of the assessment. In total, the HSR, conservators’ assessments and
associated treatments to the wood element, and the structural assessment of the monument are anticipated
to satisfy all current needs and no further professional studies regarding the physical elements of the site
are anticipated as being necessary at this time.

2. LIST OF POSSIBLE PROFESSIONAL CONSULTANTS

Should the ISMHS find it relevant to retain a professional contractor in the future to conduct additional
work at the Constitution EIm Monument site, it is recommended that personnel confer with one of the
following entities in the event that expertise beyond that of its own staff is desired:

e American Institute of Architects: The American Institute of Architects (AIA) maintains chapters
throughout the state comprised of professional architects, many of which have substantial
experience in working with historic structures. Members of both the Indy Chapter and Southern
Indiana Chapter are within a reasonable distance from the project site. Further information
regarding the AIA may be found on their website: http://www.aiaindiana.org/

e Indiana Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology: The DHPA maintains a qualified
professionals list, which includes Architects, Historic Architects, Historians, Architectural
Historians, and Archaeologists. Updated regularly, these lists include those consultants that meet
the requisite Secretary of the Interior’s Professional Qualification Standards for their particular
field(s). The DHPA’s qualified preservation professionals lists may be found on their website:
http://www.in.gov/dnr/historic/3675.htm

e Indiana Landmarks: Indiana Landmarks, the statewide, non-profit preservation organization
maintains a database of contractors who have indicated experience and willingness to work with
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historic properties. While Indiana Landmarks recommends checking professional references
before hiring a contractor, access to their list can be obtained from the Library and Information
Center: http://www.indianalandmarks.org/Resources/Library/Pages/default.aspx

Association for Preservation Technology International: The Association for Preservation
Technology International (APTI) is a cross-disciplinary organization that seeks to promote the
most appropriate treatments for preserving historic properties. APT is comprised of a vast array
of professionals and includes chapters throughout the country. Indiana is represented by the Ohio
Valley Chapter, which also covers Ohio, Illinois, and Kentucky. Additional information regarding
APT and the Ohio Valley Chapter may be found on their website: http://www.apti.org/
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Farm 10.300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR T
{July 1969} NATIONAL PARK SERVICE INDI/M!
counTY ]
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES HARRISON

INVENTORY —~ NOMINATION FORM

FOR NP5 USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER QOATE
(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)
{1 Name ; RSN RL
COMMOD N -
CORYDON
AMD/OR HISTORIC
I‘TDINJA.‘S FIRST S’I‘A’i’E CAPITAL "0“) HIS'“ORIC CO?.{DOI‘
[2._LocaTioN i
’mzer ANT NUMBER:
CITY QR TOWN: T
CORYDON i
STATE "1 cons |counTY: coor
. INDIANA HAR'?I"‘:“IT oG
BEcuassiFicaTion SRS : i
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
(Check Oney SRR ATATUS TO THE PUBLIC
0 Dismier [ Buitding [ Poblic Public Acquisition: Occupled Yau:
L] Site [0 Swucture (K] Frivers ) In Precess [ Uneccupled (X Resticred
[ Objecs L] Both ] Being Conaiderad [ Preservarion werkl = Y . 4:! -
Im pragrass %}l\—"j‘ LLJ,_!J//
— - .

l--r:sh.r ull (Chock One or More aa Appmprf-l-) _‘ - ; i -~
1 Apriculrural [ Gevernmear Ki Perk ] Transportation Co-_s}nq-‘, . =
I Commereial [ tnduserial X Privare Residence [) Other (Specity) = B
JC} Educational O Military O Religious FLIORTA 7;,5;‘
ID Enrerralnment A Museum [ Sciantific é':! o _’l“'( -15";1. )
f3 OwNER OF PROPERTY s N S
LTS STl Tine| <
Lo
Varied Ownership . >
[STREET AND NuUMBER = )
CiTY GR TowN: T BTATE - :QE.—J
a )
COYDON N INDIANA 18
[ LUCA“ON oF LEGAL DESCREPTIO-N y T 4
OURTHOU!E Itdliiﬁv OF pEeEOs, ETCH Py
a
Haprison County Recorder's Office = 3
ITEFE' AND NUMBER: :
. Z. 7000 Gty Cgurtliouse i :
CITY OR TOWN STATE COOE
3 Tan Indiana
&
i‘. REPRESENTATION IN EXlSTING SURVEYS
TITLE OF SURVEY, .
Historic American Bulldmg! Survey =)
[oave or sunver: “KJ Fedaral [ Stare ] Ceunty ] Lecal ; -
[DEFO3ITORY FOR SUAVEY REcoRDS HE
o
Historic American Buildings Survey, National Park Service al
STREET AND NUMAE R » :
801 19th Street, N. W. , Washington D. C. 20006 g
CITY OR Tows - STATE: cooE .
Washington District of Columbia 08 |
-
-~




/<;‘1L A ‘5-1/_ 3, " -
rpescirTion 7 : ; TR

3 R . (Check Gne)

m
N 9# = o Edcellent [[) Goed [ Feir [ Dstericrated O Reins O Unexpased
9!?"85‘ oF = (Chack One) LOD D17 (Chack Gne)
) D8 7S 30 anesd (0 Unelrered [ Meved [ Original Site
ESCRIBE RE AND ORIGINAL (I mewn) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
CoN"RBrphile county seat of Harrison County, Indiana ia laid
AT id plen on a quarter section of lsnd at the junction
off 2ig dian and Little Indlan Creeks. Beautiful woocded hills

surround the town. The businsss district clusters around the
Fubllic Square--many of the buildings in th's area date back to
the first half of ninetéenth century. Some seven or eicht build-
inrs of Federal style of architecturs remain today that were
standing when Corydon was the capital of Indiena from 1813-1825.

On Capltol Avenue, the maln nerth and south street vwhich ex-
tends through the entire lenzth of Corydon, is situated the
orlizinal Harriason County Courthouse. This limestone building
w88 loaned by the county to the State of Indiana and was used by
the state as its capitol until its removel to Indienevolis in
1825, Across the street from the 0ld Capltol 1s an interesting
three-story brick constructed In the 1830's by Dr. John Slemons.
on the southwesat corner of Capitol 'and Chestnut streets 1s "The
liintner House", an ornate brick hotel constructed in the earlz
1370's. On Vorth Capitol at Big Indian Creek 1s "Cedar (lade
a rambling brick residence constructed and inhabited by the
Jacob Hintner family who were wealthy Virslnians--since 18493
this hone has been owned by the ledrsain family. Iforgan's Con-
ITaderate Ralders passed north on Cepltol Avenue on July 2, 1863
in their raid across southern Indicna,
The main east and west street throurh Corydon is Walrut. On
this street near the center of tovm is the two story brick hoade
artters and residence of Govermor Willieam lendricks. In the
same block to the east and on & hish elevation is the First
3tate 0ffice Building-~2 one story brick which housed the offices
of the suditor and treasurer of Indiona.
L8 the west end of Hirhh Streot near Big Indisn Creek is a
sanrdstone memorial constructezd over the astump of the Constitution
“1m. In the yerd at this elm is the logz festfall fouse credited
3 beinn the oldest houss of Corydon. This home was also the
~esidence of Col. Lewls Jordan who comuanded the Home Cuards
during the ilattle of Corydon., The only other lo~ houss yet
remaining In Corydon 1s the old Branham home located on the west
slde of Morth Capitol between Taslnut and Hirh Streats.
On Cek Strect, cone bloclz west of the Capltol 1s situated the
itwo story brick residence of Col. Thomas Fosey, son of Indizan's
Hast territorial governor. Two-thirds of this bouildin- has been L
torn away; the remaining rortion is the main part of the residenc
nd is now & museum maintained by The Hoosier Elm Chapter DAR,

The renainins nortions of Corydon contain more modern homes--
nany bullt In the latter nineteenth and early twentietii centurles.
[Lav-e shade trees llne the narrow streets., MNumerous homos of
Corrdon are furnished with furniture and antiques nsed in ploneen
Havs.

Corydon 1s fiftecn miles from the Ohio to the south,and a
local line conneets Corydon with the Sonthern Rallroad seven
1iles to the north; thus Corydon has bsen slow to advance in-

Hustrially. ¢uch of the town remcins unchanped excent for the
impact of several devastating fires. i ?
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INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

. J -
K SiERiFicance ESRE: o

BERIOD (Check One or More se Appropelate)
] Pre-Columbian| [ 16th Century ) 18th Centuwy 0 20th Century
] 15 Century [ 7%k Century X 19k Contury '

SPECIFIC DATEIS) (If Applicadle and Known) JEDitR) of Inilana 1813-17075

AREAS OF SsigNIFicancE (Check One or More sa Apprepriate)

Aber iginal O Edutetien (X Polirical O Urban PI:::J_
] Prehisteric [ Enginesring [ Retigien/Phi. ;
€] Misserie 3 Industey lesaphy
0] Agricuiture O Inventien [} Science
T Aechitecturn [} Lendscape ] Seslprure
] Art Architecture {0 Secial/Human-
] Cemmerce O Liserature itarien
] Cemmunicetions ] Milirary ] Theater
[ Censsrvation 0 Musie ] Transportation
-~ L
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE . BETaEiny

The Town of Corydon was laild out in 1808 by Tarvey Hekth on
ground which had been entered from the U. S, Government by
Governor "illiam Henry Harrlison. Harrison named the village
Corydon for his favorite sqgnz. The seme year, 1308, Herrison
County, the fourth county to ba organized in Indiana Territory,
was formed and Corydon became the county seat.

Corydon became the Territorial Capital of Indiana, 17ay 1813.
Trom 1813 to 1816, the Territorial Legislature convened in
Corydon. In June 1816, forty-three delegates from thirteen
counties of the territory convened at the villarce caepital of
Corydon to draft Indiana's first constitution--the weather
beinz warm, some of the sessions were held outside under =2

ar~e olm tree., This tree has since been called "The Consti-
tution Blm".

On December 11, 1816, vhen Indiana was admitted as a state,
Corydon became its first capital. The first sessions of the
state ler~islature and of the supreme court c¢onvened at Corydon.
The Tnited States courts elso met &t Corydon during the ter-
riterial stage and early statehocd. All the first officers of
the new state reslded in Corydon. The capital remained at
Sorydon until 1825.

The State of Indiana never ovmed property In Corydon but
Dorrowed or rented quarters, The lLittle limestone Harrison
County Courthouse was occuplied as the Canltol. A sinaell brick
structure vhich is in excellent »epair today was rented as an
affice for the state treasurer and auditor. The state'!s rioney
128 kept ln strong boxes in the cellar of this building. The
quarters occunied by Gov, William Hendriclks' family and the roomn
irom wviich he conducted the official astate business 1s alseo
still in aon excellent state of repair. The Col. Thomss Posey
rome 1ls standinge--Thomas Fosey was the son of the last terri-
torlal jovernor, Thomas Posey. The younser Posey was 7. S. Acenf
Cor 1'ilitary Pensions in Indiana and maintained the pension
fLiency in his home for scmo ten years after the capital was
renoved Crom Corydon to Indianapolis,

In 1518 eerly newspepcrs of the state were eatabllished iIn
Corydon=--they werc the Indiona lerald and the Indiana Nazette.
l\bout tals same time a branch of the Bank of Vincannes, the
State Bank, was established in Corydon. A state law library

was started &t Corydon and the 3Stete Librarg had its beginning
sec Contlnuation Sheet)
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X FOR NPS USE ONLY
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(Numbsr all antriss)

Statement of Significence--continued)

bs a small' lending library operated from the John T. Jamison
ravern, In 1817, eleven llaster llasons representins the nine
todres in Indiana assembled in Corydon and called a mecting atb
tadison to orzanize & Orand Lodge. Dr. David G. ¥itchell, a local
bhysician, orgenized Indlena's first medicsl soclety in 1820 at
forydon and he bocame 1ts first presldent. Of ell the prominent
holitical firures that visited the wilderness capital, the most
Lelked about was that of President James ITomroe end Ceneral Andrew
Jaclkson's visit to Corydon in June 1819,

In July 18635, Corydon wes in ths path of GConfederate deneral
Tohn H. Yorgen'!s raiders. A battle took place on the sonth hill
bverlocking Corydon on July 9, 1883. Corydon was one of the few
horthern towns to be captured by the Confederates during the Civil
BT .

In pioneer days, there were numorous wilderness roads lsadinz So
Corydon from the Ohio River ferries some fifteen miles away, The
main travelled rosd Crom Corydon to the northwest was the fover=-
hor's Trace which passed by Covernor Herrison's 1111l on Blue Rivey
end loined the Buffelo Trace near French Lick. Iiany of the early
Indiana pioneers whe came up Irom Kentucky passed throuch Corydon
hn thelr way to esteblish wilderness homes in central Indlaena,

9. iajor Bibliographic References (cont'd)

e Corydon Statehouse, A Hoosier Shrine, The Denartment of

~~“CUonservation, state of Indiana, Publication v, 1830

Longz, Elesnor and Hewell, Corydon--The Cradle of Our Commonwealth
2 pageant written for Indiana's Sesquicentermifl end pre-
sentad at the Harrison County Felrgrounds et Corydon, June 190

Funk, Arville L., A Sketchbook of Indiana History, Christien Took
Press, Rochester, Ind,, 19692, PP eo-06, Pr no-32, pp 110-120,
pp 148-149, pp 1552160, pp 165=-177

Barnhiart, John D. & Rilker, Dorothy L., Tndianc %o 1016, The
Colonial Period, Indlane Historieal Zurefu ;. Lnliana
ffistorical Soclety, Indienapolis 1971, pp 412-283
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fi. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL h_~-ERENCES

=

12io-ranhical anid Iistoriesl S-~uvonir for Clawlk, Cm..;_o‘:-_l, \
ARy ”'10'\."'1., velfTepaon, Junnings, 3cott, end Yaeshinston
Countics, Liu Ij"n...--"'l.-u':t“ 2d, Coripriled and Iub".x.“lcd oy
Joiw . Greshan 7 Co., Chilcaro, MBG9 (Reproduced by Unigraphil:,
Incey ovonzville, Ind. 1969)

Illuat~o "*rl itlas and Hiztory of llarrison County, Indlana
T FUviichod OY e .ae BULLEit, CoOoyGon, Ind. 1906

Tisteric _‘___:_'_';ui-._c_l_*_, rraeral Snlde o Foints of Intorast,

: il Uy Fy suanter 'R, GCoryden,, 192

10. GEOG RAPHICAL BATA s i3 SRR L AR
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COOADINATES =
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY o DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
A R OF LEST THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE B LATITUDE LONGITUDE
i Degrees Minutes Seconds Degreas Minutes Seconds Dagrees Minutes Seconds | Degroes Minutes Seconds
NW ;‘3 a 12! 55" :.-G ° 07 43“ o " - e . .
NE 153 ° 12' 56" | 5507 09
SE |z~ 12v 28" --.f“or o9"
o _los e a1 gen | ooegy 44T =
| APPROXIMA TE 4 Acncacg oF nn:;ntn PRGEENYY, o ___"_ . 40, 4 i ]
LIST ALL STATES AND c??ﬁa ‘Pw::nnen OVERLAPFING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: \"\. "‘"’ «'{'( | cous |counTy CODE
'b.
S — -— ,_..._{_ _Léh—- o T e e - ——— e - ¢ —
STATE: =X e :
- f’,“ #% = ‘E::‘ \.‘f_ \ CODE OUNTY codbe
P ] "
HEC N - | B N o e BT
STATE: }",i oo =" [».| cooE |counTy coDe
QA AT A
ey L — ) I N ——
sTAaTE: / = N .‘Q 4 cooE COUNTV( cope
¥a . {\Q'
1. FORM PREPARED av\UeT” REAE i
NHAME AND TITLE:
rraderick Porter Griffin, Past-President
ORGANIZATION s DATE
arrison County Historlical Soclety Joril 7, 1o7L
STREET AND NUMBER Re
. T " & v, Dec. 29, 1972
115 =% L.elout SE., -- Dox 68 .
CITY OR TOowNn STATE cooE
Za Talleona =8 ]

o NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

2. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION =

As the designated State Lisison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 1 bhereby certify that this property is included in the
40-665). | hereby nominate this property for inclusion Nstional Regiater.

ia the National Register and certify that it has been
evalusted according to the criteria and procedures set
foeth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

Chief, Office of Archeoclogy and Historlc Preservation

tional K] State K] Local
s
ﬁ ATTEST:
Titte __ L na State Lialson Qfficer
Kecpor of Thefational Register
Dete June &, 1973 Drate z’

A-5

338

SNOILDONHLSNI




 FlLe CoPy

LEGEND. @ CEDAR GLADE
@ CONSTITUTION ELW

POBCY HOUSE
FIRST STATE OFFICE BLDG

® GOV. HENDRICK & HOME
A CORYDON CAPITOL

i o . i LAT. 38° 13 W.4"
S - . CORYDON

A I
gl ; INDIANA
* F PREPARED BY I DEPT. OF NATURAL RESOURCES
3 ! DIVISION OF ENGINEERING
DATE: DEC B 1972 SCALE [ |Y#300'
AREA 404 R » o cemfomge FINAL.

mur KR L ™

A-6



(Original)

UTM Coordinat Historic Distri

Northwest corner: 16 576400 4230290
Northeast corner: 16 576710 4230290

Southeast Corner: 16 576690 4229330

Southwest Corner: 16 576390 4229340
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Corydon, IN 1882
An Atlas of Harrison County, Indiana.

B.N. Griffing,

D.J. Lake & Co., Philadephia.
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Location of the Constitution EIm depicted on a portion of the 1882 Atlas of Harrison County, Indiana.
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Insurance Maps of Corydon, Indiana.
Sanborn Map Company, New York.
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Location of the Constitution EIm depicted on a portion of the 1899 Sanborn map.
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Corydon, IN 1906
lllustrated Atlas and History
of Harrison County, Indiana.
F.A. Bulleit.
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A J’. . - . ¥
5[ gﬂ' W/é,/,é/ 2%‘/54“2%“/”6 %umma.-z.s’f
P it 4 A S508. .
| . F rra oty [’G’IM% President of the United. States of America, X .
~

; TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME, Grexrinc:

KENOW YE, 7 Purvey 7 oA, f%,,,m
gﬂ,m o MO

having deposued in the General Land-Office a certificate of the Register of the Land.! Officc
at Ypneerrared,  wherchy it appears that A%/ et Hod

’Z‘Wbﬂ—p._m.ale/ 724 ?fﬁ’ﬁ‘c/f/ﬁfé) //’J‘L’Tgkg/;f ?/’_/fﬁ;—w
/m‘c/ F ﬂ?/ .ﬁ/ﬁwz /{ﬂ)—ﬁ;/ﬁ%.mand)/

4

of the lands directed to be sold at W;dfu’u—fa‘
by the act of Congress, entitled An act proviaing for the sale of the lands of the United States
in the territory north-west of the Ohio, and above the mouth of Kentucky river,” and of
the acts ammda{ory of the same, @here {8 granted, by the United States, unto the said

AT S - Fre HTEEDP— lot or section
’ of U Fid abooe dz.rmbed To have and to holb ke sadﬂum%’? - lot or
section qf land, with the appurimances, unto the said
M‘fﬂ"j :,f' ;,/,Zd/-— heirs. and assigns forever.

gin testimonp wheveof, I have caused these letters to be made JPatent,
i and the seal of the General Land-Office to be hereunto affixed.

p
®iven under my hand at the city of Washington, the .z{w’ Z%
day :/Z’: 2ie; - i the year'of our Lord one

thotisand eight hundred ﬂﬂmﬂd of the Independence

of the United States of America, the rhmy/%~ML Z&5T

BY THE PRESIDENT,

| f g{f Commissioner of the General Land-Office.

PATENT RECORD IMPERFECT: Feu
Patent authorized by 108.4 C.F.R.
See Change in procedvre dated
April 22, 19493 Circular 1733

890 Dev Patent Ho. i

TENT NO. - === "
PR ue 3 1958

Land patent, June 4, 1813, to Hervy Heth.

Source: “Land Patent Search,” digital images, General Land Office Records,
http://www.glorecords.bim.gov/PatentSearch (9 June 2014).
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Deed record, July 28, 1813, between Hervey and Rebecca Heth and Hiram Westfall. Part 1 of 2.

Source: Harrison County Recorder’s Office, Deed Book A, page 77.
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Deed record, July 28, 1813, between Hervey and Rebecca Heth and Hiram Westfall. Part 2 of 2.

Source: Harrison County Recorder’s Office, Deed Book A, page 78.
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Deed record, March 24, 1834, between James and Marah Kirkpatrick and Lewis Jordan. Part 1 of 2.

Source: Harrison County Recorder’s Office, Deed Book H, page 95.
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Deed record, March 24, 1834, between James and Marah Kirkpatrick and Lewis Jordan. Part 2 of 2.

Source: Harrison County Recorder’s Office, Deed Book H, page 96.
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Deed record, December 10, 1870, between Lewis and Elizabeth Jordan and David Jordan.

Source: Harrison County Recorder’s Office, Deed Book Q-2, page 243.
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Deed record, April 8, 1874 between Catherine and Thomas Slaughter, David and Jane Jordan, Henry and Henrietta
Jordan and Lewis Jordan.

Source: Harrison County Recorder’s Office, Deed Book T-2, page 515.
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Deed record, September 24, 1879, between Lewis and Martha Jordan and Catherine Slaughter.

Source: Harrison County Recorder’s Office, Deed Book Z-2, page 420.
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Deed record, April 26, 1897, between James Slaughter and Lillian Slaughter. Part 1 of 3.

Source: Harrison County Recorder’s Office, Deed Book W-3, page 472.
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Deed record, April 26, 1897, between James Slaughter and Lillian Slaughter. Part 2 of 3.
Source: Harrison County Recorder’s Office, Deed Book W-3, page 473.
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Deed record, April 26, 1897, between James Slaughter and Lillian Slaughter. Part 3 of 3.

Source: Harrison County Recorder’s Office, Deed Book W-3, page 474.
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Deed record, May 12, 1897, between James Slaughter and Lillian Slaughter. Andrew and Harriet Jones, William and
Clara Slemmons and Kato McGrain. Part 1 of 2.

Source: Harrison County Recorder’s Office, Deed Book W-3, page 518.
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Deed record, May 12, 1897, between James Slaughter and Lillian Slaughter. Andrew and Harriet Jones, William and
Clara Slemmons and Kate McGrain. Part 2 of 2.

Source: Harrison County Recorder’s Office, Deed Book W-3, page 519.
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Deed record, December 5, 1903, between Kate and Harry McGrain and Julia and Roy Fried.

Source: Harrison County Recorder’s Office, Deed Book G-4, page 322.
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I . & WARRANTY DEED - i
i ROY M- FRIED . . : i
: TO o, e :
HURST HDW-. COMPANY . ﬁ

: THIS INDENTURE WITNESSETH, Thet Ray M. Fried and Sarah E. Fried, his
wife, of Harrison County, in the State of Indiana, CONVEY AND WARRANT to Hurst Hardware
Compeny , Incorporated, of Harrison County, in the State of Indiana, for the sum of Ninsteen
Hundred Dollars, the following Reel Estate in Harrison County , in the State of Indiana,
to-wit:
- Eighty-eight (88) feet off of the east side of lots Seven (7) and Ten (10) in the town
of Corycdon, Harrison Coumty, State of Indiana.

It is further agreed as a consideration that the said Ray M. Fried is to Pay the spring
installment of taxes for the year 1920, and said Fried is also to Day any inshallment due
or to came due on the Side Walks which belong to aforesaid property. And it is further
agreed that the aforessid Hurst Hardware Compary, Incorporated, is to assume and pay all L
future taxes accruing after the spring installment for 1920 is paid. !
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the said Roy M. Friad and Sareh E. Fried, his wife have hereunto set

their hands and seals this First day of March, A.D

STATE OF INDIANA, KARRISON COUNTY , S88:

- 1920
Ro¥ M. Fried,
Sareh F. Rried,

SEAL -
SEAT: -

.Before me, Orlén Conrad, a Notary Publiec in and for
sald County, this First dey of March, 1920, personally appeared Ray M. Fried and Sarah E.
Fried, his wife acknowledged the execution of the annexed deed.
WI'I‘I)‘IE'%E! my hand and Notarisl seal.
(LS

Orlan Conrad

(SEAL)

My com. ex. May 21, 1921.

Recorded March 1, 1920 at 3, o'clock P

M-

;4
otary Publie.

(Revenue, Stamps for-$2.00 attached.)
#3851, Vf

i
Doz

Deed record, March 1, 1920, between Roy and Sarah Fried and Julia and Hurst Hardware Company.

Source: Harrison County Recorder’s Office, Deed Book X-4, page 167.
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Deed record, April 11, 1814, between Hiram and Mary Westfall and John Smith. Part 1 of 2.

Source: Harrison County Recorder’s Office, Deed Book A, page 104.
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Deed record, April 11, 1814, between Hiram and Mary Westfall and John Smith. Part 2 of 2.

Source: Harrison County Recorder’s Office, Deed Book A, page 105.
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Deed record, January 27, 1819, between James and Mary Smith and Daniel Lane. Part 1 of 2.

Source: Harrison County Recorder’s Office, Deed Book A, page 316.

C-19



vt AT s

i

"”“"‘3@ - NA#M,M, zfz:uz}z/ ,(%WMD
wawr% T RN SRV A nehmourlisphest AL e ot 4«’4,,’:/57 > umq"i

4

,.

g A M/ me T rsmriiies M,zﬁ ,WLW s ﬁmmu

>
;MV\- i b M Ao, .D;g acoes. .. ?.:Z PY -y / a«p}":’r‘mnuy SN %Hm/’%f A’;u}a—;z‘x-t_’ U

DL pledinneny PR iuniF w»ééwé}{mv:y /yﬂf/éﬂ,ﬁw %M&Wh ) HT ‘lﬁ
"A
~” b Arrce f’wzﬁ&yw@—u/jy ‘r.mcat MM Gyl ﬁﬁvﬁ M(W/%Ml— 15

i'

frn7 Lo me?‘éfkf : o . B

.3// Ig

R B .x.;:.-_ =i

1

o s

P 2,
%—W_"’ - -‘yﬁ‘ezk/m.; ) et Wr-vf’/_au:_. . tf“/;i v»-.%‘ _Z&

. et A
/,;qu_’ ﬂmfc_ Ea x?xf-;

mwz;faa % Mﬂw PrrrrLesc. f;-fu.a.p) /:.M Lrlrrnl. sy 7}{"‘.;
ﬁ'/""“f‘— MMWM}LMW’M f/m dc&ﬁn._zz:,«. LoD DZ‘ .,,m»‘z,/@é/% J

4
bl
y

pe

%W/@ e
M

) Borrnan ﬂ&m A
// /W 7 i ““’mi@;;»j‘%fw m:):uf}zc;
b oo i

AR el Mifpin aertine D e

i "”%?/W%Mf@-%fjﬁﬁ&/f/ %&w

o~y d i
ﬁ;‘m/””a/} Wt 7'_4.{{ W(W BT ss it m%;’;”td‘“m ConeoliZ s Beve e
@ B o ccords o At mefaﬁ&W—

< WGM #M/W?MVZL'W/ z-»7wd%-%‘f_¢w_;'g/;;bu3f_ !

lvm}f?/anW%f%L W"‘ 5 ,.4: i

Deed record, January 27, 1819, between James and Mary Smith and Daniel Lane. Part 2 of 2.

Source: Harrison County Recorder’s Office, Deed Book A, page 317.
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Deed record, May 7, 1836, between Mary Lane and Lewis Jordan. Part 1 of 2.

Source: Harrison County Recorder’s Office, Deed Book |, page 348.
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Deed record, May 7, 1836, between Mary Lane and Lewis Jordan. Part 2 of 2.

Source: Harrison County Recorder’s Office, Deed Book I, page 349.
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Deed record, August 17, 1846, between Lewis and Elizabeth Jordan and David Jordan. Part 1 of 2.

Source: Harrison County Recorder’s Office, Deed Book R, page 389.
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Deed record, August 17, 1846, between Lewis and Elizabeth Jordan and David Jordan. Part 2 of 2.

Source: Harrison County Recorder’s Office, Deed Book R, page 390.
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Deed record, April 8, 1874, between Catherine and Thomas Slaughter, David and Martha Jordan, Henry and Henrietta
Jordan and David Jordan.

Source: Harrison County Recorder’s Office, Deed Book T-2, page 513.
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Deed record, September 21, 1895, between David and Agnes Jordan and Mary Whitten.

Source: Harrison County Recorder’s Office, Deed Book V-3, page 152.
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Deed record, July 9, 1901, between Robert and Mary Gibson and Kate Jordan.

Source: Harrison County Recorder’s Office, Deed Book C-4, page 552.
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Deed record, August 28, 1907, between Kate Jordan and Cecil Miles.

Source: Harrison County Recorder’s Office, Deed Book M-4, page 564.
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§ WARRANTY DRED -
| OBCIL W. MILES
it 0

{ IVAN GRABLE -
i THIS INDENTURE WITNRSSETH, That Cecil W. Miles and Clare Miles his wife of
! Harrison County, in the State of Indiana, CONVEY AND WARRANT to Ivan Grable of Harrison
County , in the ét.ate of Indiena, for-and in the consideration of Thirty Seven Hundred Dollarg,
- the receipt of which is herehby acknowledged, the following described Real Estate in Harrison
i County, in the State of Indiana, to-wit:
) The west helf of Lot Number Fleven (11) in the town of Corydon, Harrison County, Indiana.
Also the we=t half of Lot Number Six (&) in the town of Corydon, Harrison County Inciana.
i The grantor is to pay the fell, 1919, installment of taxes and pgrantee all taxes thereaf—
P ter.
i Possession to be given Nov. 10th 1919. t
' IN WITNESS WHFREOF, The said Cecil W, Miles and Clara Miles, his wife have hereunto sst % ..
"Q‘: their haonds and seels this 17th, dey of October, 1919. :
N Cecil W, Miles, (SEAT)
: Clara H. Miles, (SEAL )
I . STATE OF INDIANA, HARRISON COUNTY, 8S8:
] . Before me, a Notary Public, in and for said County ;
i and State, personally asppeared Cecil W, Miles and Clars Wiles, his wife and acknowledged ..
1 the execution of the annexed deed, |
i WITNESS my hand and Notarial seal this 17th, dey of October, 1919. !

L (@Ls) Thos. S. Jones, |
x/ My commission expires May 9, 1922, i Notary Publie. |
N. Recorded October 18, 1919 at 10, o'¢lock A-M- // ) ! H
$ (Revenue Stamps for $34.00 attached.) / /

Deed record, October 17, 1919, between Cecil and Clara Miles and Ivan Grable.

Source: Harrison County Recorder’s Office, Deed Book W-4, page 591.

WARRANTY DEED

IVAN GRABLE AND WIFE TO THE STATE OF INDIANA_ CONSERVATION DEPT. l
THIS INDENTUPE WITNESSETH_ That Ivan Grable .and Nellie Grable, hie ‘wife of Harri=on :
County, in the State of Indiana, CONVEY AND WARRANT to THE SEATE OF INDIANA, CONSE!?VA’I‘IDN!
DEPARTMENT in the Btate of Indiana; for the =um of One Dollars, the following REAL ESI'ATEE
in Barrison County, in the State of Indiana, to-wit: - : i
All the interent of saild grantor= in and to that part of High Street in the town of
Corydon, de=cribed as follows: beginning at the south west corner of Lot Eleven (11) 1n
the town of Corydon, Harriaon County, Indiana, running thence east along the @outh line
of =aid Loy Eleven (11), two (2) feet, thence south forty-one (41) feet and three (3)
inches to thﬁ-uonterl of High Etreet in =aid town of Corydon, thence we=t two (2) feet, j
thence north forty-one (41) feet three inches to the place of beginning. ‘ |

The intenticn of this deed is to convey all the interest said grantors have in and tg
that part of said Aigh Btreet in =aid town, lying immediately south of and adjoining the
two (2) feet on the west =ide of <aid Lot Number Eleven in saild Town of Corydon. .

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the sald gramtors have hereunto Zet their handa and seals this
day of March A.D. 1936, ! :

.. : : . Ivan Grable SEAL

i ¥ o Nellie Grable BEAL
State of Indiaena, Harriaon County, 88:--

Before me, James B. Brewster, & Notary Public in and for said County, this day of 3
March 1936 Ivan Grable and Nellie Grable, his wife acknowledged the executicn of pha lmuz}-
ed deed. . ’ . i
(LE) Witne=ss my hand and Notaris; Sgal James B. Brewater
() My Commbsesion expires November 8, 1938 Notary Publiec
Filed and reccrded April 14, 1936 at 9:00 0'Clock A.M. )
#16358 vV 4 & - Willard Stoner R.H. c\

Deed record, March 7, 1936, between Ivan and Nellie Grable and the State of Indiana, Department of Conservation.

Source: Harrison County Recorder’s Office, Deed Book G-5, page 116.
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APPENDIX D. HISTORICAL NEWSPAPERS







Tne CoryDOR DemodraT

1856.— SOUVERIR EDITION. ~ ieor

nep ano corED By
&R MEELT

CDRYDOK. IND., JANUARY 1, 1897,

Forty-First Year.

THE TOWN OF CORYDON.

The Birthplace of the State of
Indiana.

interesting as such a hist uid un-
doubtedly prove to the present genera-
tion, the task must be feft 10 the his-
torian who has both time and material
at bis command, and who ean devote

A CHRISTENING PARTY.

A summer morning. with the bright
cun shining down wpon & small clear.
ime in a b=autlful valley of the wilder-

ness. to historical research such personal ef-
A small, rudely-constructed  10g | forts as the subject fa well deserving
cabin, the only babitation in of. Corydon's history has at different

stands forth conspicuously as an ev
denee of the westward march of civili-

ex been touched upon with more or
Iees amplification, the best epltome be- |

{

astion. Ing found In a brochure written by D.
b silence broods upon the face of | F, Lemmon, 12sq. in 1891, upon Wwhich
nature, broken only \:\ e um of fn-| the prez r has  copiously

sects, the songs of wild birds, and the  drawn for much of the information ap-
TingIng echo of & distant woodman's pesring in this article.
| Corydon, as s town, was laid out in

INDIANA
Ao by 1= Heim

FIRST
& foms.

STATE HOUSE

Suddenly, from the fnterlor of the |the year 1508, by General Harrison, its
cavin, peals forth the clear sound of  |situation belng in & plcturesque valley

frun tee uphted 1o metods. It i | on e bk Flling ground at the june-
evidendly thal g girl, and s [tion of Hig and Little (ndian crecks. in
the air, [lhml\\'r ane, Is wafted on | Harrison county. original plat of
ihe gentle summer breeze to the sur- |the town consisted of two lots con-
rounding bills, a spirit of buman lte |

|dent April 19, 1816,

completed, the facilities for the con-
ruetion ofstome wdifices n those days
eing very meager

Gemees) Axsembly of Tndiana Terston, |
apmreved an e Tith day of March, |
1813, the seat of government of the ter-

ritory was fixed at Corydon, and the | lones of tho cholera for the Ias twe | room in the norboust oraer of the|and gratefal shete

Assembly was prorogued by Acting
Governor Gibson to meet at that town
on the first day of Docember. 1813, At
a meoting held by the Assembly during
December, 1815, & memorial was adopt- |
ed and subsequently laid before Con-
| Eress by the Territorial delegate,

| Jenathan Jennings, praving sk Con
o order 2a Wectica by 1hs oltismn
of Indiana T

ritory to o decide whetner
t would be expedient to o into a State

eovernment. A bill was reported by

ings on January 15, 1916, to
the House of Representatives of the
United Staten, to enable ths beapks of
Indtana Terri ory (o form a con
ey e geiy
some minor amendments was pussed
Ly Congress and approved by the Presi-

The tendency to digress from the his-
tary of Corydan to that of the State of
Indians i4 4 natural one in writing of
this period of the town's existence, s
interwoven are they, but the space at

pervades the soliiudes.
Grouped around the singer in the |
liitle cabln are a mumber of persons |
whose habiliments and conversation
betray their intfmate association with
the hardships of frontier life in the
carly days of the Northwest Territory.
Al save one, & fine looking man dress-
ed tn the traveling apparel worn by |
fuatlemen aF i4s  egiaoing o Lo
centh century; a man whose face
dmnwz stronk character and great in-
elligence, and whosz bearing is that of
Tar bora o 1ead and comand. |
A e echoes of dhe song o awa, |

uest
o the humbte wackwaods famil and | THE OLD car
who has been listening to] i gt T C. o Sone.

the sweet voice of the young singer, ad- { taining one mcre and iwr perches.
dresses them: | ea conveyed by a deed glven by

“It is my intention 10 fouUnd & tOWD | wyiam Henry Harrison and Harvey
in whis vielnlty, but I bave as yet de- | o, Among the original settlers ap-
€ided upon o mame for It WBO €A% | pear in the old documents the mames
Buggest one?™ |of Joseph BreMahon, Samue! Ruth,

“Oh, General™ answers ihe siger | payiq 8. Collins, Anthony Gwariney, during its earliest y n 1825 the
“mame it atter your favorite soug. ‘O1d | George Sones, Wi, . Thomaeon, K. | seat af State government wa remored
Corydon " P. Coburn, Milo K. Davis, Daniel Craig, [to Indianapolls, and, for the

|

GOVERNOR'S MANSION.
r & Sous.

Fhoto € Mot

shall do s responds *-+ gentle- | Dudley an Beeman,
man, 45 he arises to take leave of his | Robere Harbin 1. Moore,
RSipHans; ol ememheartad v [ e Smith, James B, Slanshier,|

tainers. And he kept his pro James Kirkpatrick, Patrick Fianigan,

"The frontier famy was that of B | Touthan Houser, Jumeson,
ward Smith, a deserter from the Ens | William Johuson, A. Brandon, Henry
tsh army during the Revolutlons-y Jr.. Thomas Spencer, William
he young Eirl wWho made tae|Smith, Eeekiel Wosd
request was Jennie, his daughter. AllmDnm Floyd, Henry Ric
ihe honored guest was General Heth, A. D, Thom, James Kirkpatrick
lam Heury Harrison, governor o e T 2k et o o Srmtr
Indiana Territory.

Thue was Cordon christened.

the naming of Henry Rice, Richard M.
Heth, A. D, Thorn, James Kirkpatrick
In the nature of this publication it I& |and Mil R. Davis.

‘AL HOTEL.

the writer's command forbids such di-
Eression, and the subject matter must
perforee be limited to the town itsell.
1t does mot appear that, except for ite
being the eapital of the State, Corydon
atiracted any considerable attention

memories which elustered around It,
the o1d capital had then nothing o dis- |
tinguish it from a hundred other towna,

of equal size Lu the State. The popula-
tion incressed but stowly. The United

States census of 1530 gave the enumer-
ation of the town as 763 souls, Never-
theless, such growth as it did make was
5o1id and substantial. 1ts citizens wers
men of ability and character, and peri-

CORYDON_INDIANA'S FIRST SEAT OF GOVERNMENT.

wild flowers and vocal with the song?
of birds, which may be enjayed free o

By an act of the charge and without the unplessant gur | the year 1425,

roundings of a crowded concert room.
The village and neighborhood 1 re.
mATKADIY healthy  during the preva

years we Qid not Bave a single case.
Our communlty both in town and
relghborhood is moral and intellectual,
We already have two good schools ue
der the direction of competent and
skillful teachers, and everything else to
|make i pleasant place of reslGence.
& word is mentioned here con-
ceming the méreancle or industonl
condition of Corydon at (hat dats, but
it is known that efforts were being
made 10 raise the place above the mere-
1y pastoral and sgricultural condition
o & couney villge by th progreaire
men of that generation. In 183

0| steam flour mifl had been bullt and

other enterprises of a commereial na-
ture put on foot. As the years rolled
7, the bulldings began to sssume a
more solid and permanent ehracter,
the fimsy trame edifices of early days
Eiving place to brick and stone struc-
tures, building material being obiain-
able in abundant quantity ln. the im-
mediate vieinily of the town,

Perhaps the mast important «poch in
the history of Corydon in moge recent
years was the building of the' railroad.
which connected it with the outer bus-
ness world, and which was first operat- |
«d in the year 1882, From this date a
‘perceptilie improvement went forward,
and Corydon attracted attentlon aa af-
fording an excellent location for mer-
cantile enterprise. With th of
transportation facilities began the ac-
cretion of capital and busineas energy,
which bave sinec transformed the town
into one of the busiest and most pro-

sressive communities in this part of
the State. The pre
Corydon will be b

igt

Corydon's
sld landmarks so fully illustrated In
this paper, these serving to preserve
the recollections af an age whase mem-
ories are fast fading away in the work-
a-day life of the present generation.
First unquestionably in importance is

THE OLD FTATE caPITOL

Whose history dates back 1o the yes
1811 historic structure, whose
building was superintended by David
Pennington, one of Harrison eounty
Drominent men in those da

pleted in 1815 It was constructed out
of Blue limestone taken from near the
town of Corydon. The foundation was

, was com-

odical efforts were mads (o advance the
material interests of the town with, |
seemingly, but Jitde success.
Coming down to the year 1851, and
auoting from n elitortal in the Cory
v rgus, one of the most
Influcntial mowspapers of that day, the |
edltar thus pleturesquely sets forch the
advantages and es of his town:
“There are some things for which
our town is partieutarly adapted, and
to these objects our attention and our
energies ehould be directed. There s
no place better situated for schoals
than Corydon in the whole sonthern |
ndiana. It location Is Just
ose. It les in the
Weod af ihe Ohie. iver, which Hows
within twelve miles of us on the south
and west, and sighteen miles on the
east; off the lne of any great thorough-
fare, In the midst of & plessant rural
district, and within & few hours’ drive
af New Albany and Lowaville: neatied
down between the hills of & delighttal
little valley through which fiows on the
south &nd west of the town, two elear,
Dright streams of water; surrounded by

mpossible to give & detafled history of | In 1811, work was commenced on &
the town of Corydon from the earltest | county court house, but it was not until
peried o° its exlstence. Absorbingly | 1515 that the building was thoroughly

beautiful scenery; about us on every
side emiling farms, and forests Inden
In spring-time with the rich pertume of

placed thre: feet in the ground and

rade two and one-half feet wide. The

walls were vqually substantlal, those of

the first story being two and one
v

story two feet. The building is an ex-
act square, cach side being forty fest

it | Fooms a8 jury and witness roome,

in length, Here assembled the mem-| doubt be taken 1o ensure its preserva-
Lers of the Tndiana Legislature until| tion for many years to come.
The lower room was oe. | Not less celehrated than the capltol
|cupioa vy the members af the House, | building in
THE CONSTITUTIONAL ELN,
The | under whose wide gy

| AN HISTORIC ELM TREE,
Under whose shade Indiana’s Irst Liw
aprighied by C.

second atory was oeeupied by the clerk | doubt truly, that the ploncer delegaten
|of the Supreme Court, and, when the | who met at Corydon in 1516 to dratt
Legiclature was not in sesclon, these |the first constitution of Indiana and
rooma were occupied by the Supreme, | formulate plans of gaverament for the
District, and County Courts. Notwith- \[umrr Breat State, were wont to per-
| standing its age, this venersbie pils is| form thelr duties instsad of In the

A GLIMPSE OF CORYDON'S PUBLIC SQUARE.

still i an excellent state of presery
tion, the lower chamber being used for
# county court room, and the upper
The
old eapitol 18 Tegarded by the peaple
of Corydon with veneration, and at the
first. signs of ita decay steps will no

State House. This historieal tree ia
stlll in existence, the ph

which the [llustration. was made hav-
ing been but recently takenm. It is &
grand old monarch of the forest king-
dom, measuring 124 feet from tip to tp
of its branches, the trunk five feet’
in diameter, and the tree Aty feet in
the first enquiry of

Within the past five years one of the
most interesting bulldings of Indiaaa's
territorial days has vanished from ite
former location. It was

THE GOVERNOR's MANSION,
and was the residence of Gevernors

‘Thomas Posey. Jonathan Jennings, and
William Hendrieks, The “Mansion’

wan situated two squares northeast of
the capitol building on an elevation
overlooking the town. It was butit of
brick, and contalned two atorics, esgh.
twelve feet in the clear, with & two-
storied L attached to the east half of
the rear. Up to the tme of its
flemolition 1t was an object of great fn-
terest to visitors, and its destruction ls
to be lamented.

“The Town of Corydon: The Birthplace of the State of Indiana,” Corydon Democrat, 1 January 1897.



—The earth around the rootsof
the mammoth constitutional elm is
glowly washing away, and some day
the treec will begin to decay ov blow
down. This historic tree attracts a
great deal of attention from strang-
ers, and the citizens of Corydon
should take Immediate steps to pre-
serve the old landmark.

Corydon Republican, 30 December 1897.

-The board of town trustees (le-
serves credit for building a stone wall
and making a fill arouud the roots of
the consiitutional elm for the pur-
pose of presorving that historic tree.
| From nonder ite immense and dense
| foliage Ilon. Alexander Dowling, of
| New Albany, wiil deliver a patriotic
address on the 14 inst,

Courier Republican, 2 June 1898.

D-2




A Storm at Qors;ﬁ:/,/
About four o’clock Friddy after-

noon Cerydon was visited by a vi-
olent wind storm, which did much
damage. Havoc was done to the
old elms, including the “Historic-
al Elm,” which was stripped of
many of its ancient branches. A
large shade tree was blown
down in the public square andl
many others throughout the town. |
A large piece of the White mill"
roof was blown off. Considerable |
damage was done wheat fieldsand
erowing crops. It lasted but a
few minutes and was accompanied
with a dashing rain and hail.

~Ahout 35 of the fair ground
trees were blown down and build-
ings slightly damaged.

The storm seemed to dip down
into the valley just west of town
and for a few moments it looked
like the entire town wounld be
scooped up.

The main damage in the coun-
try was west and north of town.
Almost the entire orchard of Cor-
tez Stevens, north of town, was
blown down, many buildings were
uncapped and much wheat blown
down.. Tom Windell had a cow
killed and Francis Tartarat much
timber destroyed. :

It was the worst blow Corydon
and vicinity has had for years.

e ——————————

“A Storm at Corydon,” Corydon Democrat, 15 June 1898.
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MET UNDER ELM TREE |
JUST 30 YEARS AGO

First Constitutional Convention
Assembled at Coryidon, |
June 10, 15110,

CELEBRATION IS POSTPONED.

Historie 01 Capital of Indiana
but Little Changed,

The tollowing &riicle appeared In
the Tndiapapolis Star oo the 10°h (st
frum the pen of George . [ewin, our
eompstent loreman. The artiels was
sccampanied by plotures of The Con-
atitition Elm. The First House Bull
In Vorydon, Toe Home of Siawe Au-
ditor mod ladiana's First Capital.

Corviam, [N, Juoe —N ooty
FRArS Ago to-morrow delegates clected
Il Lo draw up & Stale constitution as-

bied in eoosention at Corydon,
| wag thin the capitsl of lodiaoa
¥ N few months arn amave:
e} 10 eeehente at
tn anniversary of |
thes  =State aonseive |
Meres nhang

Lm aaf

il e
t whstagles
rge die
Anathes res-

o e inost Gitting
E ml anniversnry of
i Toismeii vown of Uorrdon,
Bileh will opeur fo bee
I was frow Coridon that s petition
| was seot Lo Congress, asklog that lo-
jaoa Terelwory be nimined os & mom-
ber of ihe Union. It was Bere thal
| thar gumstitutios wes fermed aud adogp-
i?" and the Grst laws for ths governs

| ment of the people of Indizne wers
| maide,

-

MEP OM JUNE L), 19560

In May, 1516, delegates were elected |
b miel lp conventioo at Corydon the
following Juse 10, 1o draw up & S
{cosmsirition. Duriog a session of
nioetesn days the copstitution was
framed. acd oo Juge 20, 18140, was
signed by Joosmhan Jeoniogs, presi-
dent, and by William Hendricis, sec.
retary, of Lhe conveoting, '

The convention copvensd in the old |
Swnte capitel which is now owned by
Harrisor Coumy and ased as o court
house, but most of s work oo see
counl of the great heat was performed
beaeath the cool shelier of e wide
;npnﬂulm;: boughs of a giant eim tree
| whick Is 81000 fo existeoce and is today
(koown &3 ke Censtitdion Blm.™
IThis wree is sisteen feet in ¢lroumfers
cnee, Glty feet hilgh, mensures ooe
handeed and twenty-four feet across
s boughs and & few feel amay a
sprioe of ¢ool water, at which the'del-
Pewates searly a century ago gquenched
| thelir thirst, still hubhles forth,

FIR=T HOUSE STILL STANDS

Nemr  the “Coenstitction  Elm"
staeds the first house grecisd In Cory- |
don. It was the home of Danlel C. |y
ane, the Lest trengorer of state
ater this PEOPECEY Caing [nk Lhe jaos- |
seasbon ol Col. Lewis Jordan, ooe of
the prominent mea of Corydon ia his
dar. CUol Jordan's descendants hl.'l.'l."|‘I1
sloce contivuously oceupled this house
aod it ks today the residerce of C. C.
Jordap,

Indisna’s first Siate capirel, which
in now uded as & eourt hause, ks bufle
ol limestons aod s fifty fest squars.
The walls of the (rst story are Lo
and ooe-hall feet thick and those of
the gecond slory are oply veo feet in
thlekaess, The lower sGry was al
lfirst heated by two great fGreplaces
aod the floor was of stope Fageing

The Indisne Legislature met in this
buildiog weil 1825 The lower room
wai ooiupled by the membors of the
House, sad the Seoate chamber was
im the sscood story,  Deoois Peoniog-
2um, who was st 6o Lime n Speaker of
the Hoose of Hepresentatives in the
Territorin] Legislusrs,  constrocted
the bullding.

MESTORICAT, HIRICNCE,.

The =iate offices were loeated in s
|low building which s today oceupied
by A, W. Hrewstor as & residence
When Indianapolis was seleoted as
the capizal eliy in 1525 this house was
oecuplied by Snmuoel Meerlll, who was
then trepsurer of sinte. The descend-
anig of Mre. Merrlll ase sory promi.
mEnt in Tndianspolis. :

The ““Goverodr's Maosion™ was s
rop-8tecry  hrick strecture. which was
men down severnl years mgo. [t was
weaanted by ooly one Governor, Jon-
athan Jeonings. Governors Posey
and Heodricks did neulive in Corvdon
| durlng their terma of ofce, bat wmade
frequent tripa o the zapital io the diz-
charge of thelr oflicial duties.

Corydon was oamed by Genersl

William Heory Harrison, who owped

the land upon  which Iediana’s
first capltal cliy was buile Geoeral
Harelson eatered this lasd in 1200,

and Corydon was !xld out sevin youes
later.

B

D-4

“Met Under Elm Tree Just 90 Years Ago, ” Corydon Democrat, 13 June 1906.



ELM LEAF BEETLE

Is Destroying Cerydon’s Shade
Trees.—Working on His-
toric Constitution
Eim.

. 5. Chamberinin, Deputy State
Visits e ds

was inspecting our trees and colleeting
samples of the beetle in all its four
stages, and we were impressed with the
necessity and value of the work he is
doing. It should not be necessary to
cite the peaple of Corydon to theie du-
ty. Allare aware that our fine shade
trees are the beauty and pride of the
town, and that every possible effort
should be made to preserve and pro-
teet them goes withoul saying. And

andInspects Trees.

Tells How to Desfroy the De-
structive Pest.

finest Elm irees ai {his place have been
stripped of their foliage by some kind
of an “Elm Leaf Eater,” and our peo-
ple have been greatly disturbed each
season lest Lhese repeated attacks may
finally kil some of our fine and valua-
ble shade trees. No definite steps have
thus far been taken to prevent the fur-
ther destruction of our statcly Elms,
but the developments of the last few
days, it is hoped, may lead 0 efforts (o
control and destrey these destructive
mites.

Others are taking an interest in the
preservation of these splendid products
of nature, which add so much to the

uty und comfort of our town, and
. Herman ramberlain, of In-

[anagolis, Deputy State Entomolo-

ist, was sent 10 this county last week
by State Entomologist, Benj. W.

He jwas also here to inspect the fry
tree’ nurseries in this county.

W hiile in town Mr. Chamberlain in
specied a lurge number of the ehns, in

For several vears a number of the

glass, 1o make an investigation of
thel work of these rvages on our trecs, |3

it is highly i nt that a concerted
effort of the people of the town should
‘be made at once 1o eontrol and destroy
these enemies to our trees.

And we should here state, 100, that
the largest collection of the pest in
its pups stage was found under
a cardboard sign, or advertisement,
which had been tacked to one of the
trees. JUis therefore evident that no
better place could be provided for the
protection of the beetle than such signs
tacked upon the trees, and if there is
now no town ordinance preventing
such use of the trees in town one
should be speedily passed. We have
been informed that such an ordinance
was passed by the town board some
time ago, and if 50 it should be en-
foreed.

THE CON M.

While every one of our trees should
be carefully cared for the interest in
the preservation of the most historic
wree in Indiana, The Constitution Elm,
whieh still shows signs of long Life, 15

TITUTION

is state-wide.
but the beetles are at work on it.
And while it has not as yet been

Itis an American Elm,

ously injured there is no doubt but
the damage to it will be greater cach
vear if the destroyers are not held in|
eheek. And (his great tree—great)
both in size and in its rolation 1o Indi

eluding the historie C: Eilm,

detailed explanation of how the insec,

method of destroying the little pist,

give 1o our renders as best we can.
The beetle—or bug—eame from Eu.

glish Elm, but it also attacks the

erican Elm, as was found to be the
'ease here. It winters in the beetle—or
‘bug—form, remaining in the bark of
trees, crevices of rubbish anywhere. In
its methods of development it re-
sembles the polate bug, or beeile, as it
Iays its eggs on the under side of the
leal. While Inying its eggs it feeds
upon the leaf of the tree, eating holes
init. The eggsare bottle-shaped and
yellow and arc found about twenty in
aplace. These hateh In n few dus
and produce the larvae, or worms,
which do the greater part of the d m-
age 10 the foliage of the clms by eating
the leaf uritil it presents a trar.sparent,
lage-like appearance, and then drops
off, leaving the tree almost leafless, as
is the case now with a few of the trees
in Corydon and the iwo fine, ‘arge
ms on the farm of George Luckett,
L east of town.

rom ihe larva, or worm siage, it
changes into the pupa, or quiet stuge,
and goes down the trunk of the tree,
or falls to the ground, in whieh condi-
tion it remains for a brief period, soon
developing again into the beetle, bug
or adult stage, when it flies back to the
tree Loy Lo begin again its work of re-
production and destruction.

In this lstitude it produces three
broods in one season, and by laying
twenty eggs each, one beetle in the
spring wohld produce 8000 by fall.

In its pupa, or quiet stage,
Jellow in color, and ean be found in

the trees affected by it. It is while in
the pupa, or quiet stage, that they csn
Psest be controlled or destroyed, which

pemsistent difort, by raking up al
bish under the tree and sweeping down

)

m,
| ling quicklime on the mass.

every other day.

10 &p!
mixed with water.
lead can be bought for ten centsa
pound. The spraying should be done
hen the heetle first puts in itsappear-
in the Spring, which can be eusily
riained by Lhe perforated leaves,
and s.ould be repeated whenever the
new brood appears, or whenever the
beetles are at work. The size of our
elms make it quite diffeult if not iin-
possible to spray the trees.
We spent most of the day with Mr.
hamberlain last Wednesday while he

and found the liwle destroyer, the
“Elm Leaf Beetle"—or Galaruea Xan-
thomeloemu—in great sbundance and
in its different stages of development.
and he was kind cnough lo give v &

does its destructive work, how it de-
velops from one stage of ils existcnce
to another and the best and simplest

whieh information we will here try 1o

pe and is generally found on the

bright

erevices of the burk and at the roots of

can be aceomplished by regular and
rub-

trunks of the trees with ustiff
and applying lo the pupaa
generous quantily of kerosene, boiling
water or strong soap suds, or by sprink-
This
eleaning-up under the tree sheuld be
done every day. or &t leastas often =5

Another way of destroying them is
¥ the trees with arsenate of lead
The arsenate of

diana whose

branehes the first Indiana State
stitution  was adopted ninety-three]
years ago, shoukl receive every earel
necessary 1o preserve its beauty and|
health aad to prolong its life, and

protection from the “Elm Leaf Kt
ers.” There are a number of dead|
branches that should be taken olT, and|
u number of cavities—one in the root
and saveral in the large limbs—that
Mi. Chamberlain suggests should bel
filled with cement o prevent decay at
these points.

Other trees of the lown and those in

the public square should be treated nc-|
cordingly. At least decayed limbs
and parts of body should be removed,
& smooth surface forned and paint
applied. Qur interest is not confined
to the preservation of the trees here
but in other towns and places of the
county and hope this article, though
somewhat lengthy, will be read with
profit and will awaken an interest in
the preservation of Lrees.
-t everything possible be done to
perpetnate the beauty an’l comfort of
our town by protecting our elm tre
from the dextruction that so seriousl
threatens them at this time, and we
ara sure that all will agree that special
attention and care should be taken of
The Constitution Elm,

Stockholders of Corydon and
New Alh.ny Pike Meet and
cers.

The stockhalders of the Lanesville,
New Albany and Corydon Plank Roud
Company met at Corydon lnst Wed-
nesday afternoon, July 7, in annual
session, to elect officers and direetors,
and transact other important business.
‘The following stockholders were here
from out of town:

Chas, W, Wright, New Albany, W
Hufl, Palmyra, K. G. Wright,|
Washington, D. C., W. W. Knight,|

Inlinnapolis, Mr. Knight also repre.

sent=d Miss Lewise Jordan in the
meeting.

‘The following officers and director
were elected:

President, . Wright, Secretary]
and Treasurer, Chas. W. Wright
Directors, Louis P. Hu

. Ttiely, W.

and Chas. W. Wright.

———

Help 10r Those Who Have Stom.
ach Trouble.

After doctoring for about (welv
years for & bad stomach trouble, und
spending nearly five hundred dollars
for medicine and doetors’ fees, 1 pur
chased my wife one box of Chamber]
lain’s Stomach and Liver tablets
which did her so mueh good that sh
continued 1o use them and they has
done her more good than all of the
medicine I bought before.—Hasusi]
BoYER, Folsom, fowa. This medicing
is for sale by Louis K. Tiely. Sample
free, ly

Tt is economy to use
ot months, and we w
you aceording to order.

803  Devmscm & WrianT,

e during thq
1 furnish it

“Elm Leaf Beetle is Decaying Corydon’s Shal

D-

de Trees,” Corydon Democrat, 14 July 1909.
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Sends Specialist to Corydon to
Determine Why Her Old
Elms are Dying.

War against the Galuea Xanthoce-
loema. or 1o be more specific, the Fim,
Leaf Beetle, has been des ed in Cory-
don.  For =everal years the historie olil
elms of shady and picturesque ory-
don have been anticted with a peeu u
disease und it has long since been w-‘
parent Lo the close observer that unless
something were done, the life of 1he
trees, with  their wide=<preading
branches, would be only a question of
a short time. *

Last week, State Entomologist, Ben-
Jaman W, Douglass, sent Herman >
Chamberlain, of Indianapolis, ta th
place on an inspecting tour, and the
above mentioned beetle. little  but
powerful of action, was discovered to
be working en the elms. The beetle is
an Furpeon iinportation and pecuaiiar
to the English elm.  Ahout one half
inch in length, it is a harmless looking
hit of insect life. Tts yellow back is
striped in black und it is notl unatirae-
tive in appearance. Mr Chamberlain

stated that the beetie has been work-
ing in Kentucky for a number of years
to

but only Lhis
state.
don was Lo instruet the owenrs of trees
in ways and means o control the pest
and to suggest methods for the preser-
vation of the trees. i

During the wiater, the beetle hiler-
nates in the creviees of the burk and in
the old leaves and sticks about the
rools of the tree. In early springit;
emerges and beginsits destruetive work
on the first Jeaves the tree puts out,
chewing them inlo ugly holes, Adter
a few days it its eggs on the m-;
der side of the leaf in double rows. The
eggs are vellow and hottle shaped. Itis
only a short time until from the cgos
are hatched the larva,the most destrue-
tive period in the life of the beetle. The
larva, or worms, have the same yellow
back and black stripes of the full grown
beetle. They feed from the green leaves
until on many branches, nothingi
left but the ribs of the leaf, making a
veritable lace work design.  When the
worms are full grown, about hali an
inch long, they crawl down the trunk
of the tree orare blown by the wind
and find their lodging in places on the
ground around the roots. Here they
devolop into the pupa, or theinter-
mediate stnge between the worm and
full-grown beetle. The pupa are al-
most lemon yellow in color und lwk
very much like atiny bug encased in
yellow icing. An inspection of the
elms in the Court House lawn
made and there were found pecks of
them in the leaves and grass.  After a
few days the irasition from the papa
to the beetle tlakes place. The beelle
fiys back 1o the leaf and the work of
destruction is again sturted by the ‘ay-
ing of the eggs on the leaf.

‘Bhree broods are raised during the
summer and it does not take long to
see that the descendants of a ~ingle
beetle will number thousands in a
short time.

There is an old tradition that the
elm tree growing near the east en-
trance of the court house yurd was
brought from planted

recently migrated
he purpose of his visi

was

England  and
there by one of Corydon’s earliest in-
habitants. Be that as it may, the tree
is more direly affected than any elm in
town. Forseveral years its branches
have looked like & mesh of silvery lace
work and those who have watched it
closely have wondered what was slow-
ly killing it. Others are similarly af-

fected, and even the Constilution
elm, an American eim, is not excluded.
This tree is the pride of every Hoosier’s
heart and espeeially of the residents of
Corydon, and Mr. Chamberlain’s ad-
preservation should  be

viee for its
heeded.

And now for the prevention of the
beetle perpetuating its race! When
the beetles begin their chewing pro-
cess, & spray of arsenate of lead will
almost destroy the inseets. The poison
completely paralyses them and they
drop 1o 1he ground stone dead. But |
in o large tree, spraying is impractical |
and other means must he resorted to. |

A good plan ix to rake or sweep l)lt“
rubbish under the tree and treat it with |
one of several difterent plans. The ]
rubbish eontains muasses of the yvellow
pupa which are destroyed if saturated
with kerosene, boiling water, dry yuick
linie or strong soap-suds. Either plan
is good. This raking process must be
kept up all during the summer and |
resorted to several times each weelk.
tt will not entirely destroy the. beeties |
but it will keep them in check and |
preserve the trees. il
=Mr. Chuinberlain statud to a party |
of eitizens that it was a well-known |
fuct that nowhere in Indiana were |
there such beautiful trees as at Corv-
don and that we shonld take consider- |
able pride in them.  He was a most |
enthusiastic Jover of trees and we he- |
fieve that his trip here was not in vain. |

Now that the residents of Corydon |
know what is working on the elins, |
they will make an eflort to eradicate |
1he troublesome little beetle and there- |
by preserve their reputations as Em‘erq‘
of the beautifnl. |

A mass meeting of the citizens uf‘
Corydon was held Priday night at the |
court house. The meeting was ad- |
dressed by Mr. Chamberlain and |
committe composed of Judge W. T |
Zenor, Judge Willinm Ridley and G. |
W Applegate, =r., was appointed to |
confer with the commissioners in re- |
gard to the saving of the trees in the
court house square.

The Hoosier Khin Chapter of the
Daughters of the American Revolution
will eare for the Constitution Khn.

Mr. Chamberlain was highly pleascd
with his visit to Corydonand expressed
himself as very grateful for the cour-
teous and hospitable treatment he re-
eeived at the hands of her people. He
wax a most pleasunt gentleman and
will be welcomed on any future visit
he may pay to this place.

Succumbs After a Long Iliness.

Mrs. Mattie Melton, wife of Alva
Melton, died last Sunday morning at
the residence of her mother, Mrs. Mary
Pearson, in Webster township, after a
tong illness of tuberculosis of the throat.
The decessed was thirly-tive years of
age, and leaves n husband and one
child. The funeral was held at =hiloh
Iast Monday and was conducted by
Rev. Jann, pastor of the kKew Middle-
town M. F. church. She was a good
christian lady-

Apportionment of State Edu-
cational Fund is Made.
The semi-annual apportionment of
school funds by stute superintendent
of public instruction, Robert J. Aley,
has been made public.  The apportion-
ment per capita, based on the school
enumeration in this county, is S2.08,
which is slightly lower than the ap-
portiomment of & year age, when the

per capita was $2.12

In this counly Lhe number of per-
sons between the ages of six and twen-
Ly-one years is 6,455 The tolal collect-
ed and ready for distribution is £7,215.50
and the total amount apportioned per

Lay in your supply of coal for win-
ter use now. Deutsch & Wright. 13

“State Entomologist,” Corydon Republican, 15 June 1909.
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"HELP THE COMMITTEE

To Save the “Constitutional EIm*

BEETLE STILL AT WORK.

The readers of The Democrat will re-
member that about a year ago there
was considerable interest stirred up
among the citizens of Corydon con-
cernic g the question of saving our fine
elm trees from the ravages of the “Elm
Tree Beetle."”

Prof. Chamberlain, Deputy State
Entomologist, spent several days in
this county and one evening he ex-
plained to a large crowd at the court
house what must be done to destory
these destructive pests. Two commit-
tees were appointed at that meeting,
one to confer with the County Commis-
sioners with reference to protecting the
Elm trees in the public square, and
the other to look after the old “‘Con-
stitution Elm.”

The latter committee was selected
from the members of the local chap-
ter of the Daughter of the American
Revolution, and was composed of the
following persons: Mrs. James I
Morris, Chairman, and Misses Anna
Reader and Charlotte Luckett.

As far as we know the first mentioned
committee has done nothing but the
D. A, IR, Committee, through its chair-
man, has been in correspondence
with Mr. Benj. W. Douglass,
State Entomologist, who, last
week sent Mr. —— Wallace
a deputy, to consult concerning the
work to be done towards preserving
the historic old tree. Mr. Wallace
said it should have consideruble atten-
tion and it should be given it al once.
The D. A, I, committee received his
instructions and hope to be able to
carry out same within a very short
time, but of course, this will cost some-
thing and they should not be expected
to do this unaided. There will be
some cement work on the large cavities
and the exposed parts from which the
limibs have bheen broken, or eal, must
Le covered otherwise, in such a way as
to produce a new bark covering, and
also thejwhole tree shold be sprayed
thoroughly with arsenite of lead. To
accomplish the latter a small seaffold |
must be built up in the tree, and a
man, probably two, employed. Mr.
Wa hopes to be able to assist the
Tadies by sending @ man, after these
preparations have been made, to direct
and oversee the worl:. As before stated
this will take some money immedi-
ately and u committee of the D. A, R.
will wvisit as many of our citizens as
can be reached, with a subseription
paper which we prediet will be re-
sponded to with enthusiasm and liber-
ality,  The organization should be en-
couraged in this work and our eitisens
will certninly show their patriotism by
responding to their call, for we should
all take an interest in preserving this
historic old tree  which means so
much to sur state, and especially to
our townfand connty,

“Help the Committee to Save the ‘Constitutional EIm,”” Corydon Democrat, 27 July 1910.



“ Mr. Smith, from the office of the
State Entomologist, at Indianapolis,
arrived at Corydon yesterday to super- |
tend the work of pruning and ‘‘doctor-
in’’ the “Constitution IElm.” As we
goto press the D. A. R. committee |
was having difficulty in seeuring men :
to assist Mr. Smith in the important
work.

Corydon Democrat, 17 August 1910.

CONSTITUTION ELM

In Danger of Being Killed by
Street Improvement.

New Albaoy LePyger.

Corydon evidently does not care
very much forits old land marks. The
Governor's mansion is gone, atlowed to
fall down, the old log house, once the
residence of the secretary of State is
torn down and the Constitution Elm
is about to go. They bnilta street, ¢t
off' its roots and the next thing it " will
die. Corydon, which should keep sa-
cred all the old relics of the time when
it was the capital and the State was
born, seems 1o have been seized by a
spirit of modernity, which holds noth-
ing sacred. There is too little regard
for the real worth while things, but
Corydon is not the only place which
suffers from that obliquity.

“Constitution EIm in Danger of Being Killed By Street Improvement,” Corydon Republican, 14 November 1912.
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House Amnd Senate Heads Re-
ceive Historic Gavels.

Representative William Habermel of
Corydon, in the name of the people of
Harrison county, yesterday presented
to Speaker Bedwell a gavel crade from
the wood.of an apple tree pianted by
William Hcenry Harrison a century
ago. An enlarged phetograph of the
state’s first Capitol building, which
still stands, also was 'presented by
Habermel with the requesi that it be
hung in the Governor's office,

Mr. Habermel praised the ciizens ol
Corydon and Harrison county for pre-
serving the Constitutional Eim and
told how William Henry Harrison, 100
years ago, planted the apple orchard,
trom one of the trees of which the
gavel came. He paid tribute to the
sentiment shown in the preservationof
the old State Capitol at Corydon. The
address, by unanimous consent, was
placed on the House journal.

Benator M. C. Thornton, of New Al-
bany, oo behatf of the people of Harri-
son county, presented to [.ieutenant
Governor O’Neill a gavel made [rom
the Constitution Elm, Lieutenant
Governor O’'Neill, in accepting the
gavel, voiced the hope that the spirit
of those who dratted the state’s consti-
tution “may animate us in the dis-
charge of our duties here.’'—Indian-
apolis Star, January 29,

“House and Senate Heads Receive Historic Gavels,” Corydon Democrat, 3 February 1915.
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ASSEMBLY GIVEN

Presented to Presiding Officers
of Senate and House of
Representatives

|

JAnd Plcturs of “Old State Capitol a1
on to Be Hung in Gov

{ or's Off

Indianapolis, Ind.,

Tegular  business

bwith eloquent. addresses respectively
&y Senstor M. C. Thornton and Rep-
tative William Habermel.
Senator Thornton presented to Lie
nant Governor Win. B. ONell and
o te a beautiful gavel made
lerom & branch of the “Oid Constitu-
Kon Elm” tree at Cordyon, Harrison

HISTORIC GAVELS :

Feb. 1, 1915— | 1,

&l{
EY
SES-!.

the =

amtit Erarigt
o, anais in 8 spiendls

'numa

EE

fax was srected in 1813 and
rritor itol of

i

complete witl
the birthplace of the State, In the
consideration,
Tho “0id Capltel” bullaing s cem

taken

te would

props pirit of State pride.

The memorials of our State and
Naticn arc among our richest herit-
ages ax a people, as around them cling

and cluster valuable historic facts

and the must inspiring sentiments of

“Qld Stats

|
ye. Such of public|
when onc

sther <
interest,
maver he replaced.

e |
ot to the |
+ house,

Bouse and county afice

B square sud laa
“House" standing.

Hacs

CONSTITUTION ELM, CORYDON,
4 Under Which Indiana’s First Con-
j “tution Was Adapied In 1818,

mot able Ainancialiy to retain the pres-
wnt public aquare in order Lo preserve
ke “Old itol” for the people of
)g.sum, and yurcluse another square

ct the necessary
bt m.nruag. rimiat el deem, it
pomar te present these facts to
. srnor, abers of the ligisia:
turc and to the Bmlc of the entire
Stcze, for their consideration in con-

2
Btate take some sto)
- permanent preservation of the build-
e Indiana was born, and
wh..h wes the capitol of the State

Cagitel” at Corydon,

doriroyed, ean | en
e we 1

v the first nine years of its ex-
ca ¢

tndiuna, Erected in 1813,

under whose branches the first
utien of
June 16, 1816,

d with a silver bund
‘the inseription “Constitution Eim'
Corydon, Ind.

The Licutenant Guvernor in acce;
inge the gavel, spoke briefly, expre
inc the hope that the memiwers of the
Dody over which he presides wili be
subdod and wnimated fn the discharge
o their official d
hizh purposes and. patr
that prompred the men who made the
“Constitution Elm’” historic by their
devoted public services a ed
vears age.

The Senators expressed their thanks
for the gift by & unanimous rising
vote. The senatorial district repre-

county

on

sented by Senator Thornton is com.

posed of Floyd and Harrison counties.
Gavel from Harrison Farm.

Representative Habermel of Har-

apple tree growing on the Harrison
farm in_Harrison county, Indiann,
pianted by the_late William Henry
Harrison, who was governor of Indi
and who
United
gavel contained
silver band the inscription,
William Henry Harrison Apple Tree,
Hanricon Couney, Toaiana.’
Representativo Habermel also pre-
sented a fine large picture of the “Old
building at Corydon,

B
ted in the House
P The gavels and picture "ot the “0ld
State Capif farnished by
citizens of Corydon at whose request

2
Temtatmture. " coplen ot an areistically
arranged folder containing the bic.
ture of the “Old Stat i

osition that the ‘hl'. tal
preserve the building where Indiana
“waa born.

The memorial is signed by almost
+ hundred of Harrison county's most
wrominent. citizens and reads as fol-

01d State Capitel.
he “Old State Capitol” whare Indi-

“Assembly Given historic Gavels,” Corydon Democrat, 17 February 1915.
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- ’ - Wil Dedicate Bowlder
anSI"“I|“I El“ The Hoosier Em Chaper D, A, R
will bold a meeting under the Oid

Conetitution Elm tree in Corydon,
|Should Be Giveam Every Neces- -
sary Attestion.

Thursday sfterncon, Qci. 7 ul three
o'clock. At this umwe the Buwwlar
which they recentiy placed under ihe
tree will be dedicated. The meeting is
open to ali and it is hoped many will
attend the exercises.

MR. HERTLEIN WILL, DONATE.
HIS TIME »

The Hoogier Elm Chapter D. A. R.,

of Corydon, has been in consultation . . .
with Mr. J, P, A. Hertlein, the Tree “Will Dedicate Bowlder,” Corydon
Burgeon, about having him treat thedf Democrat, 6 October 1915.
‘Old Constitution Elm,” with a view
to putting it in the best possible con-
dition to promote the health of the
historie old tree and to prolong its life.

And in view of the liberal patronage
given Mr. Hertlein by the people of
Corydon, and his prospects for other
work here he has offered to treat the
“‘Constitution Elm" at cost to him.
That is he will charge only the cost of
his workmen and the material used,
and will donate his own time.

He thinks by proper care and at-
teotion, by removing all dead parts,
filling all cavities and by spraying, the
tree can be greatly improved in health
and appearance, and ata reasonable
cost.

Our people should remember that
next year, 1916, will be Indiana's cen-
tennial year and that June 16, 1916,
it will be just one hundred years since
our first State Constitution wasadopted
under the shade of the “Constitution
Elm,” and we regard it a8 almost cer-
tain that on that day thousands of
Indiana’s most prominent citizens
will be here to help celebrated the one
hundredth anniversary of that im-
portant event, and naturally every
resident of Harrison county, and of
course every citizen of Indiana, would
like to see the historic old elm tree
looking its very best.

Personally, we are willing to do our
part toward paying the necessary ex-
penses of giving the old elm the treat-
ment it needs, and we trust the mem-

bers of the D. A. R. may see their way
clear to have the work done within
H proper time.

“Constitution EIm Should Be Given Every
Necessary Attention,” Corydon Democrat, 31
March 1915.
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CORYDON, INDIANA'S FIRST CAPITAL"

To Be First to Celebrate Passing of 100 Years of State-
hood.—Quaint, Time-Touched but Little Changed
County Seat of Hairison Where Delegates Met a

Century; Ago the Comi
Spreading Constitutional

ng June and, Under the
Elm Formulated | Indiana’s

Bill of Rights, Proud of Its Memories, Its State House,
Its Ancient Inn and Old_ Homes.

Town Wlll Welcome All thc State to Share, on Mfay 13,
C of

the C; Elec

ItT in

tion ofiDelegates to]the Constitutional Convention.

The Evansville Courier uf Sunday,
November 21, devated almost s page
‘to historic Corydon. The write.np is
ceomyas y views of the Old
Capitol, Constitution Ela and other
fnteresting piaces. & view of the 10wn
in shown on either end of which esn
beseenn ¢radle on which the leiter
Lis tmprinted thus suggesting that
Corydon was the cradle in which the
grand old State of Lodinna was rocked.
The article in fall follows:

T'hie yellow leaves of Indiana’s hun-
dred years of history are fluttering
open as winter wears on and spring,
with its centennigl eelebrations in
memory of the state’s birth in 1516,
draws nearer. Fora century Coll eol-
ored histories Lave bidden the pict-
uresque stories of pionzer hardships,
rugged will, and indomitable courage
hat blended more than & lifetime ago
with the enterprise of the West and
made possible the [ndians which
wtretobes frow the northern waters of
Lake Michigan to be hemmed along
ke southern boundary by the Ohio,

vouening for 03,000 population and
guin permission 1o blossom and blsam
into a full grown state.

The whole state is_going centennial
mad with a frenzy that has its foun=
dation in sense and splendid
Enthusiasm is being preached loud
#0d long; ik is coming from  the news-
papers, from the school room, from
little boys &nd litte girls who are
leatning 1o atieipale the hundredth
birthday of Indiana from their mothers
and fathers who have been stirred by
mnm they have heard, Miss Charity

Dye, of Indianapolis, quaint and de-
lightful and 5o iled with centennial
plans that everything else issecondary,
has stood many elaslic moments be-
fore patheriogs of women over the

state and defied the esntions rapping |

of Madam President's gavel while she
painted centennial hopes, centennial
plans, centennial activities that are to
be, and infused into them the divine
spatk of personality which ed them
fast into bupdreds of sluggish mem-
ories.

i its power and possibil
tiea.

One hundred yesrs of statehood are
closing in the last spring mont of the
new year: but the covers of the his
“ories that bave held the stories of In-

ann's early days are opening and
Indisua will live again in memory and
inaction the evemts that gave hera
right to proudly place herself as a peer
in the aisterhood of the Missiasippi
valley.

Corydon, Indios, is

©
wol.

in Com-

The centennial commission itsell
has arsumed control of the eelebra
tions at Corydon and Indianapolis and
(urthermore offers ils suppors, sug-
gestions and belp 10 other parts of the
state. The commission is sericusly eon-
sidering obtaining the services of a
professionn! pageant master from New
York who will dircci the pageantry-
giving personal serviees where they

plsnaing the firs celebration of the |
eentennial yoar on May 15,1916, a date
which murks the onefhundredth annic
versury of the elestion of delegates o
Mhe fiesl  constit Dl copvenlion

which el 1 sevionsiore peciod of|

|
|
1
ibe adopiion |

ended it business wi
of Lndiana’s

ing W Corgdon venten- |

the probabiiiy o
receding it hus |
Was Siate’s Fi Capltol,

As vlse inst enpitul
don is nicls in we

ke Cory-
n it

gover
casence

s

which Gov-

Samugel M. Rahlon is chaiman, |
shosll have chosen it for the first

L fof the eene |
e hald in |
an O2tober 15,

Iadianspolis not ater U

1915,

oy, |
of e, Fraank K. Wynn, viees
Harlow |

The conmission Com ghse. W
Ralston

Indianapolis
Richwon:i: Charles

iss Char

s nmes
sominglon: Samuel M,
Foster. FL. Wayoe, Father Jobn Cav-|
anaugl, South Bend: amd JLew M. |

©'Bannon, Corydon, melin Cotydon
about the of October 1o wake
semi-definite plans for the rommis-

0’3 work in the Kioaths 'hat inter-
wene before actual celebrations ean be
worked out. Meeting with them were
Hownrd Moosn, chairman of Vander.
burg county ceatenini commitiee;
Jumes Thomas e la Huat, of Cannel-
ton and Miss Genevieve Williams, of
Huntinghurg, each chairman of his
oounty. The that i< Indians's
will not Lie overlooked ot Jeft 1o suffer
in the otlier spols where history has
Bot left 50 deep or golden an imprint
85 it bias in the benrt of Harrison eoun-

Pageanis to Tell History.
Pegeants, parades and festivities
significant of the carly history  will
giveto communities uver the entire
state what endless dull research work
might ool aecomplish—an  intimate
and intelligent knowledge of the for-
mation of Indiana &sa stale snd the
more local history surrounding  esch
imdividual county and seat of com-
munity interest
Bchooi children are busy already
with material o bejworked iato plays
and pagesuts; libraries are persistently
vithout books on Indisnn because of
he continual demand for  bistorical
teralure; clubs are spending part of
beir program lime brushing up in the
A days of Lerritoral government. snd
“oming W0 know betler the stories of
thejtime when Indiana was strugeling
courage to present ils  Statistios

of the centennial

are possible and w cen-
uloffice inIndiapapolis where
wdvice may be sougbl at ull times.

By i e on 15 required
10 prepar plens for un
historica’ aud educational eelcbration
wnil i empowered Lo
ibits, pageants and cele-

0w how has
1o
n interest in ils bistory, and
to teach the Sevelopment of its indus
Wial, agricaltarml mnd social life and
[ the canservation of its Th
|commizsion s also required by ihe
same Luw 1o prepere historieal material
for permasent preservation and pube
lish i for use by the peopie of lndi-
ana. Under the direction  of the com-
wmission & medal will be designed by
foremost Jadiana srtist and will be
1 under its supervision

o

warmnge
bratio
arown

cakien

One huadred speakers have been |

listed by the convmission to speak on
centennial 1opes t audiences over the
state where eothusiasn or enlighten-
ment is needed. They will soswer any
cally sent to Dr. W, C, Woodward who
isin clarge of the_uffice worle of the
eommiission.  Kighty-seven such
speeches hal been made more than a
imonih ago, according 1o & report given
in Corydon.
Movles Show S

s Grow

Moving pictures are Lo show the eva-
Jution of Indisna from ber feeble tes
ritarial existence to her present pro
perity, wnd itis hoped that cooper.
Lion.
Booth Tarkington und John M¢Calch-
eon may develop s scenario worthy of
Indiana as she is 1oday nod as she was
in the hundred years that have given
ber & birthday.

There is no doubt that Corgden wil]
surpass hewsell in mching the birth
day party of May 18, 1916, a success.
She has the artistic setting and back-
ground whick will be invaluable, with-
out which Lbie most avspicious celebra-
Uion woald be tasteless. Her beautiful
old ¢lm stands strone and sturdy—
patelied with carefally iniaid cement
by 40 expért whom Lbe L. wnspecple
called Lo i1s aid sever:* yeats ago, but
green yet und capuble, itis sid, of

between Meredith Nieholson, |

sheltering 5,000 persons beneath its
branches.

Under its shade the forefathers of
Indiana met in 1516 on by, Tune afler-

i0 be given the general assembly by

the eitizens or covit of Hatzison county

for the u e of the court house for the

benefit of the state while the seatof
ins at Corydon,

noons o form the tuben which
should supersede the Ordinanée of
under which_the lerritors was liviog,
ssapart of the Northwest  Territory:
and in order as they wrote 8t the con-
clusion .of the preamble to ihe new
constitution: “'to establish justice, pro-
mote the weltare, und seeure the bicss.
ingsof liberty 1o ourselves mad our
prosterity, we the representatives of
the people of the territoy of Indiana
do ordain and estmblish the following
constitution or form of government,
and do muiuslly ageee o form oar
selves into a free and mdaptnﬂrnl
state by the name ofthe state
disnn,"
Tree Is Historlc Relic.

\'uon! knows the age of the m..
ree; when it shaded the
Lrglwlsli ve Kl\lletlnl it must have been
8 eentury old, according 10 estimates

Ly, | made at the time. Now ila age alone

would make it worthy of reverence.
Indison venerates it &5 oneof her
chiefest relics.

From Vincennes where the Terri-
torial government was loeated the lit-
tle town of Corydon took whatever
glorgand responsibilily was linked
with beeoming the capital. It stood
near the junction of Big sod Little In-
dian ereeks, boasting 500 28 the lmit
of population and offering merely the
advaniage of a location much nearer
the center of activity, By an act of ihe
general assembly of [ndiana Tetritory
the seat of government was fixed mt
Corgdon and the act approved on May
11,1813, Only a'x years previous the
town had been laid out, baving been
owned and s0ld by William Henry
Harison, governor of Indiana Ten
tory for (welve years and the ninth
president of the United States. The
result wae that the county Lok his
name and higmemory is yet reverenced
and loved in the community.

Even the name of the town was lhe
resalt of a suggestion of Gov. Hami-
son's during  visit be made with the
family of Edward Smith on one of his
frequent trips beween his farm on
Biue river and the actual seat of gove
emment which bad 10 be moved to
JelTersonville for s lime owing to the
ifl benlth of Governor Posey who could
receive medieal service from Louis
so0 much more quickly there than in
Corydon, some twenly miles facther
west.

Song Named Town.
Miss Jennic Smith, one of the six
aughters, was something of a music-
ian, und Gov. Harrison asked lier o
sing one evening. She opened her copy
of the “Missauri Hurmony,” the only
son 2 book of the time, mod selected a
plaintive ba'lad, alament forthe death
{of the young shepherd, Corgdon, Gov.
Harrlson's suggestion came immedi-
|ately: Wiy do you not eall your pret-
|ty Lown Corydon:” Corydon it s
| een ever since.
| Two years befure the capital was
| meved to Corydan the building built
|thenasa court house but which was

|Inter toserve ms capitul building and | —

| which stands toduy in the center of
don, holding the sacred
| of the state's early years, pleturcsque,
uneompromisingly square, of heaviest
limestone, was built at the approxi-
mate cost of $1500, Today it is ridica-
lously inadequuts for the needs of the
county court house foe which it is used
and Harrison county is entrealing the
state 1o help tham preserve itan ever-
Iasting memorial, as state property.

arrison county belleves it is mot -
nancisily able 10 ind 8 new site for

court house and erect 8 new  building:
maintainiog Lhe old capitol lot and
Luilding only tor u relic. Consequently
they, with the women's clubs of the
state and & number of interesied men
and women with an eye to the artistie =
the approptiate und fi, are urging the'
Indians legisiature 1o take vigarous
sveps to secure the ald capital building
|and the square of pretly trees which
surrounds it, before destruction, which
I be necessary unless wid comes, be-

5.
First Capital Buildl
‘Tha building is forty feet square and

has a fonndation of three feet in the

ground. The house of representalives
occupied the lower room and the sen
ate chamber was o large room upstairs.

The walls below are two and one half

feet thick and nserow in the upper

1een and ten feet high; the bar rail was
& piatlorm of hewn limber; two very
large fire places, one on the north and
one on ibe south heated the place; and
an iron balance or scales was placed on
the rool, amblematic of justice. Modern
|offiee buildings have been build be-
| nind to house county officialy leaving.
ibe old building practically unchanged
with the exception of ihe stairway:
which hud been moved outside. Origin-
ally it went up inside.

The contract for the building was let
to Deanis Pennington in 1808 and it
was built in 1811-12. It seems 1o ben
fact ihat the court house was vacated
and the use of the building given to
ihe state assembly &5 & bonus after the
capital was moved 'to Corydon. SBome
friction evidently urose over ils use
since u commitie is knowa Lo have
ported it was “dzcidedly of the opinion

e | pe

story to two feet, The ceilings are 6(-|

Post Cards Show Interest

(The surest evidence that the Cory-
lon centenninl s already atiracting
attention is that the trade in pustcards
is increasing every day. One of the
choice eards, second in popularily only
10 the cunstutional ehn gnd the firsl
state capito), is that of the first trens-
ury building. It is a low, rambling
old brick building, covered with vines
In the surmmer months, built by Sam-
uel Merill, the el siate treasurer.
His precious funds were kepi in ihe
cellar in jurs, posed, nod he
flaunted before evil minds his cellar
doors which lead to the lower depins
from the outside;—sloping Joors such
a8 children used to slide down years
! ago. The hulldlng Is now owncd ana

. Brewster and
Ileln l).mr home for

many years,

Mertill wes the grandfatber of both
Chales W. Moores of Indianapolis, &
member of the eentennial commission, [ —
and Congressman Merrill Moores wha
visited Corydon with the republican
editors in June and who ¥
1o the old house and leok an intens
detight in seelng the colebrated old
cellar.

The boarding place of Ind ana's first
statcsmen is moother of Corydon's
landmarks. 1t still bears the pame of
the “'Old Capital Hotel" although it
18 00w & dwelling used by Mrs. Agoes
Hess, the widow of & former auditor,
and is unique in that it stands s mile
and a hall from town, and in spite of

most of the legislators who -ame to
Corydon in the early duys. Walking
one mile or 5o morning snd evesing |
wasno hardship, evideotly, to men |
inared to the hardshipsof mid-wesiern |
lite in the beginning of the ninetecnth
century.

Tavern Solid Bullding
The estimated weight of the maroary

the fact served us the lodging place for |

th being the birthplace of

That
more & solace a8 the yesrs
n this centennisl year that is cnmmg ‘

comfort has been more md

Corydon is cordial. She stretch-
exouta welcome hand to those who
know her and to those whodo not. She |

i

is mellow with hospitality and 15 in. |
vitng all of Indiana to her doors Lo
heip enjoy the reiics and heirlooms
which she bus saved and coveted to
be Lianded down 1o & newer generation
of young Inlisninos.
Edltor 0"Bannon Is Host

On Lew M. O'Bannon, s member of
the centennial commission, and one of ||
Corydon's most gracious hosts, has de-
valved the bappy opportapity of
spreading officially and personally in-
vitations to the Corydon centenninl
celebration. As editor of the Corydon |
Demoerat he will be able 1o keep a
great number of sonthern Indisos peo-
ple posted as w centennial plans, and
be is sincere in his cordial invitation
which he issues with weekly repetition

|

practically insures bis smileand hand-
shuke nt the depot, or that of one of
his right band lieutenants on whom he
will have to depend more and more
s the shrenuosity ol celebration ume|
growa nearer.

Howard Alkins’ Aulo Service

Call me for business or pleasure trips
joy rides or wedding parties. Prices
reasonsble, Both phones.

Regular trips i Coryden Junetion
on Bundays to meet trains,

jynt

AN OVERCOAT
OR SUIT TO

YOUR ORDERS
with Ed.V.Price & Co.

as your tailor means a prop-

|

in the big building is abiul 620,000
pousnds, for the walls sre of sold blue |
limestone, Allof ihe woodwork not|
exposed remuins in a perfeet stai: of |
preservation: the giant walls remain
intact and the wortar used scews im- |

vious aithough it has been exposed |
Yo ibe elements lor more than one|
hundred years. The genial host of the |
Old Cupitol Hotel offered free pust.

er fit and “‘hang" also choice
of a wider range of woolens
than any tailor in town can |

offer you. Let us serve you ‘
today.

WILL CHRISTLEY,
Locar AGENT, East of P. 0.

urage for horses and
amusements on the grounds, 50 wrest

ling, jumping and horseshoe Lhrowing
in the late afternoons wnd on Sundays
helned make for the popularity of the
old botel,

The territorial government contmued
Corydon after baving been removed
from Vineeones in 1513 until the
adoption in 1516 of the constitution |
which made Indiana o swie. After|
that the state government continued
there until 1835, when the copital was

80 clear minded were the men who
made up the first consiitutionnl con- |
vention, though many of them were of |
limited education and had only hurd [
| eommon sense as u substitute, that
they made almost s perfect orgun of

{ the original constitution. o pefect
it was that it remained thirty-five
years withoutachange. Reuilzing the
importanee of good government and
absolute freedom ihey had fumiliarized
themselves with 1he imperishable |
prineiples and theories of the Declar
n of Independence, and modeled |
‘eir efforts on it

Jepnings Elected Govermor

The officers of the territorial gov.

constitution of ike slate. The result
of ibat frst election held the s

the ciection of Jonaibsn Jennings, of
Clark county, goveroer,
Gov. Thomas Posev who was then
territorial governor. Mr. Jennings re-
ceived 5,211 votesand Gov, Pusey 3,936,

eounty, was made represnlalive 1o
congress.
The stute grew and prospered and
Cotydon, too far from the center of
populstion which was persistently
spreading northwerd and wesi—and
even at the present time louched only
by & branch rilreod juiting out
through the counlry from Corydon
Junction—became more and more in-
sdeyuate. Indianapolis was the logical
p)kl,lm‘l Corydon gave up ils cluim

| isuits

0 rou eaate
ernment were rguired 1o eontiove "‘p‘."ff"ihg“nm 1ot e aoaih cast e
the discharge of their duties until su= | ier of seot Imuh mrar ‘:hr':; l’!!l I. n;hm
perseded by officers elecled under the }““’ o s fotlows: Begi:ing. at

Monday in August, 1516, resulted in |

o suceed [ihe

Christopuer Harrison of Wasbington ‘\“Wk s ozeniet o
county was eleCled lieutenant goveraor |mumes e tn piad,
%00 William Hendricks of JeTerson | Mastrs moaibe oviesocd o

ORY CLEANING
~ AND CYEING

smpmen male Mot u, and
Tuesdays and relurned Saiuriays

GENTLEMEN'S CLOTHES |

81259
Overcoats 125
Trousers...... ...... 65

LADIES' CLOTHES
Prices Made oa Application
Il other garments in_proportion
L eolaring all sbwdes of all fabrics
s eheap 9 consistent with best
resuit.

Siss Creanes & Dyes

Louisville, Ky.
WILL CHRISTLEY,
Local Agent..

Shop East of Pustoflice.
Sponging and Pressing Done Here.

NOTICE

OFf Sale of Real Estate By Ad
ministrator

e ungersigred. s caaral e estate
af L rence Teby uives

e !
cris0 Counths |
%0 o'olook I

‘ot
Indiuna. be wil 8t the hour of +

aen

FRIDA Y, DECEMBER 31, 1913,

o the premises hereinaier des

Hhoa it ta e siwie o
Tor e a publlo it

e i tho Toulowtag deserin:

e e h Harriton Coaciy 1 ehe Ssate

G
i b e S 2
S

S made subject wu.,nu

ot o8l caurt- ot 600 065 'thag Lwa

‘x'm.mmm Hbiaier e ot 5t
ol i i veras

H
e et
s oy 5o the e Satate
soid. sialald EIERN A, LEMMEL,

Adrr.
Kirkha a0d O Ihnm:‘n‘ A

\'nlinu of Appointment of Ad-

ministeatrix
Notine is nerey clren wnat the wudertized |
s Decn e sais =
arrieon Lo |

s "'"‘“‘”L; S TABLER. sdms, |

ba th ties and comforied

wat

. W Couk. Aity

“Corydon,

Indiana’s First Capital,” Corydon Democrat, 22 December 1915.
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| pod start ista bis speceh and be quit. | splendid ndaresses, der 'zre;lhy Father .u.nd.",, " v,m.,m; in New York, 1|

nesessary for the well-beiog of the

|Lnn we bave his address in typewrilen | John Cavanuugh, Prosideat of Notre |delivered wn address over the long dis- | State we love. What conslitules &
foopyand it will b in the! Dame University, South Bend, Grom |tance aire 1o an audience in Ban | commonwealth:
Deuaerat ws seon s we can do so. the anbjeet, “Whar Conlitates u|Franciso. Thai peesh wan about |+ e the tand to hamering s n
UENTENNIAL g back to the beginping of Frie| Statel, Congressmmn Mecrill Moores, | 1000 wiles Ionir. ¥ have never ventur. rey,
famy” Roprus: The: torydon Edmm‘uvLbelmhmuthsl\mmc from the |ed 10 make un adures 10 run |V “"“ reRltl: Rovnmiaionod  men
subject 1 Governor Samuel |through the eatire century, and there-

Pagczmt—l\Iusic—-Spccchca—Du-Hs -All of the Highest

Standard and the People
don Congratu

Evansville .u\djdfcrsunnll«. School Children do Ch'irm

ing Work and Deligh
Universitv Orchestra
ty Band Make I

HARD WORK BUT

We had o~ woll suy right bere tiat
the big Centonnial ¢ el:brution of the
birth of Indisna ar 4 Stute, Twld !
0 Rusurday,

affir, both to the citins of Coryidon
and Harrison eounty sl b sil Hoo
siers everywhere, 10 be slighted in vur
\write-ap” of the event, heoce we here
give nolice that we cannol complete |
the report of saine in one issue of the
Demoerat, and_maybe nut in two or
three, 50 we will conlinoe fo write and |
priot until we e, asording o our
notian, done the subject justice.

The program was curisd vut from
st 1o Iast_sccording Lo Anmounce-
ment through the papers, with & few
exceptions ay follows

The only omissions fom the sched-
uled program were Lank the New Al-
bany children did nol sppet 10 give
any drills of rmm.,n 2y wamieor take
pattin angway, on F
us peunnwnmum il 15 Har,
rison failed o come Cn SwluEIAY, B%
aonounced, sending & lelegram on !n-
day explaining bl wespecied legal
iusiness prevented, il whe -z
moving pieture show, which was an-
nouneed Lo bein i of the State
liere on June 2 aiic uld ooy mcet
118 engagement because of the muny
cluady, iy days o 1
inths whaeh preucit
0 from vom leting
te for the Cory i v
Exeryihing else unnounced washere,
and every performance was st elabs
and up to the bighest standards, anil
everybody was pleated and bappy over |
the results, 88 fur 88 we have been mble |
0 hear, Aml bundrads of people, both
o tulks and visitor from sfsr, vols |
anteernd their very emphalie wssurs
ances 11iat thecelcbrals m was - gran
: real beyon deseriplion,” |
e, And, uf colitse, L1 15 RUCOBTEIOR |
to all whe labored aud pave theis tne
and money to make L Celebraiion a |
suceess, mnd we are sure that those
who hore the burden of Whe expense
and work necessary o bring abow
um result are wholly +ulistied

It might be well 1 sdd i this con-
nection that the men nnd women who

4 preture |
Uie vk i
ebration,

Supeel”,

met sy after day and night after!
the |

night ko make preporations for
celebration often exyessed themselves
t the extent that ihey would much
rather bave  financial deficit to meet
804 the celebration be a success,
to bave no financial deficit and the
celebration be in any legree & failure. |
A gocd many visliors
tance arrived Thutsday
among whon
Viers of the Indiana 11 stori mwis- |
sion. All of tie menibers of the Con. |
mission were here excipt I
Wyan, of Indiapapolis, and be was|
prevented from eoming me an-
expeeted demand upor bim prolession-
ally. He is one of In
pbyuciens and hes
d it

from & dis-|

evening,

af
does gel awsy 8o much ol the time o
Delp with the work of Ihe Commission. |
We donnt besitate tu siy thal there
18 no man in Indisna who (s more
deenly interested in un sppropriste

, an
we regret excecdingly that Dr. Wynn
could not be with us, Mra. W

here from Thuesduy evenin

day morning and wie can tell the
doctor something «f what went on.
Iiut she did not sce the big day, Sat

Cuhrummltﬁlmlvhw
. Moorew, Mrs. Moores,
unuzmu Miss Fmily and son
wore's Lrother, Cone
remman Merril | Moorss, ved
Thuraday cvening snd were e

Cha
their
Churles,

ated Upon Success of His
Work%nmplimenls Descrved.

wns 0o greatan |

st two

whe
L:mim Tilinois, M;

than |

were most of |hom!m- fin

rank 11, | being presented (o those nasembled by

I

I.m very paturall

| Chitdren ave ome Beautifyl dris and

onzs for the vecsto the
were Here—Prof. Lang- di were being given the Turd
University Band  marched

which

| nod soul stirring se'
mmm by the 1l
our seventh and eizhih grade boys.
The Lovievite: Gourier Jooml ond
such bigh regand for this drill that
® picture of it was puslished in Satur-
day’s paper. At the eluse of this drill
ke Dand, without pretrmogemect,
[struck up “The Star s an.
ner,” and the eflees w
open the mudicoee, lifting
g ¢ Ralston from lis senl
e pantomime by tbe sixih grade
“Tr Teaanp! Tramp! The
| Boy Marehing,” accompanied by
ihe pathetic solo by Miss Clara Ben-

t Thousands,—Indi.
and Purdue { 'nivcrsif
loosiers Hapy

ALL WELL PAID.

father, Sumusl Mersiil, kep the State |
Trensurer's o
“harity Dye was entertwined

s,

ce.

Ly Me. andd Mes. R L. Miller, | & g
| Me St M. Foster was emner. 060 Wa8 80 well jenderel that teaz
tained by Mr. and Mis, " e LRSI,

"\mnleg-l& Mrs, Foster was prevented |
| froun eoming by mn injury se received
& few weeks ago. She foll ard fractured

The seventh and eighth grade girls
rendered a most beautifuland patrotic

| the bones of er upkle. wand el i
De. Juwes A, Woudburn was enter.| The FIfih grade girl dressed in llags
| the e S

tained in the home of Alr. wnd Mrs. | R8Ve pant ar!

|
Thos. J. Hudson. Mrs. Wodourn was (Spangled Baroo
| unable to attend. Mr. wnd Mrs, Hudson | Panied by a

whieh was aceoi-

ulso entertained My Jucoh I, Duno,
|of Indianapolis, ove of Indiana's leads | Fighth grade girls.  This was also a
Ilnﬂ historis Mr, Duun i st present | beautiful and soul stirring exercise.
City Coatrolle uf Ioumancls. The first. second, third and fourth
3. Harlow Lindlcy, anotlier e [ Brade children gave (ulk dances, drills
|h<rol the Commissivn, Mrs. Lindley [and pantomimes in costumes, all of

i Litle son Roger, were interiained | which were well received and en’

by Mr. and Mrs. Lew M. ©'Banoon, |thusinstically applauded by the
| We nlia bad the pleasure of the come [suiience.
iy of Siss. Katberine Ciraydem, of | The pevple of Corydon wers proad of

|the contribution made by our sehoop
children 10 1he progeain and entertsin

ment, 5l we
more in i

i
[ Indiunspolis. Miss Grayden is u grand-
| dnughter of Sanuct Merrill. She s one
of the instructor in Butler College,
} Fulher John UCsvunsugh .\.4 oot |
erive until Friday mormin
.nm“mm by Mr. sl Mes. F, A Jtul-| S&turduy 1 cning and the grandstand
el | wens fitled 1 e Last et And every
tigvernor Samuel M. Ralston i Illn‘bmly‘nnl leseed
& member of the commission. He and | Also, on b il
My talston arrized Thursday even- | fersonville sew o
Ving. They were brought from Jeffer- beautiful dii. -, il ¢ ine direction of
anwille by Major D C. Pey ton, Supees | Miss Lens 1Lasd "hysieat Direetor af
adentof the Jeflersonuille Refor| the Jeffersansille ~che oix. ~ix separate
tary, in Lis o e aceam- | ihrills were given o
pmnicl by Mrs. Velon wnd Dr. Walk: | member the name aid mm.cmuor
er, Assistant Supcrintendent of the each une. We may zet o e,
Relurmstory. We rememiber the [ullm\ di
The Governor and Mrs. alston were " “Century Ol Posie.

what they dul.

mirning, tifty Jel.
sillren guve same

;:nmhInyullocbp\mnnnmelrnm\n! “The Call of West." *Pastoral
Yellow Jackets,”" Captain Spier| Itythms,” “Woodland Nymphs,” but
ap_necr'u eompany of soldiers who | eannot recall the sixth,

The drills were benutiful and full of
meaning, and the nudience was de-
Lighted with the performance.

fought the Indisns st Tippeeanoe in
% the Governur and bis parky |

‘Im the part they took in the celebra
| tion, and the good will they exhibited
|towarlus.  They eame in automo-
|biles and it required thirty o more
machines to convey Lhe children and
the grown ups.

Prof. ett Taylor, privcipal of
e Jeteraomuile High Sckool, seeom-
panied the ehildren and co-operated
with Miss Tioand in giving the drills.
Mr. Taylor was formerly Superintend-
ent of the Corydon schools, and hi
courtesies o us were highly appre-

up the
10wn. When he serived ! ihe comer
of Chestnut nnd Fim sireeis he found
& fine body of Corydon eitizens wwait-
|ing him. They all gave three cheers for
| Governor Ralston und then escorted
| the party 1o the bome of Mr. and Mrs.
4 1 ook, where Governor and |
| Mrx., Ralston were entertained. Leads
|ing the way in this procession were
ihe six beantiful waincn on horsebs
o represcoted America nnd Lodiana,
ichigan and Wiseon-
. the five slates formed from the
| Northwest Territory.
They were as follows: Ainerica, Mrs,

Fd 0°Connor; Indinna, Mrs. Roy La-| ciateq.
| lvue, Ohiu, Mrs. Frank &1l 1ilinois, | wWe wish also to mention Mr, John
Misa Effie Taell; Mich “- Chs | Geinger, President of the Jeflerson-

ville School Board, and Charles 0.
Biradley, Secretary of the Chamber of
Commeree, both of whom are live
wites in the Gatewny City,
Another very plestio eaiars of she
Friday morning program  was

ichigap, Mrs.
| A. Keller; Wisconsin, Mis: Ollie Gril-

©n uerival at the bome of Mr. and
Mrs. Cool, Governor Ralston, upon

Lew M. 0'Hannon, made n short talk. &
“ulte s number of Lorydon people | grand march from the pnnuenqum w
|called on Governor and Mrs. Ralston (yhe “Constitution Elm."
- |cession was Jed by the Pardue Uni-
Dr. W. €. Woodward and Mies Lucy | veratiy Band and it filled the streets
M. Elliett, Disector and Assistant Di- e tull widih all the way
rector, respeetively, of the Indiuds | 4 briet bui effective program wes
Historical Comimiggion, Wls0 RFVEN | ;op dered under the historic tree, whi
| Thursday evening. Dr. Woodward was | consisted of the singing of "Indiana”
|entertained by Mr. and Mra. Harry | by about one hundred and filty boys
| leirain, and Miss ptiott mtthe Bome g gurls of she Corydon grade_sehools
1 Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Gri led by Miss Clara Bennett, and a short
address by Congressman  Merrill
Moores. This song, *'Ind s
written by Pageany Masier William
Chauncy Langdon, andjthe music was
written by Prof. Charles Divea Camp-
bell, of the Indisna University Orche

3

Friday Program.

When eitizens and visitors awoke on
ng the firet thought of
ll waw of he weaibier, Wil i fai
was the one queslion, And why no
After witmost eight months of pre u
tion for the big event naturally ul
eoncerncd were prayerfully wishing for
wo picu, clear days. llat the ind
| tions werc threatening snd no doubt
| the ttendunce was cut down greatly
Ily the appearance of rain. And it did
| tain now suu then tiroughout the duy
tlered with Lhe
sugtess of the day's progrim, as every
me it began W sprinkle peaple
would leave the grand stand in large
numbers.

m the “Constitutional Elm" the

propriste ceremony.
Judge Wiilian [tidiey
splendid address and Governor Ralston

uclivered &

responded and plantcd the tree. It i
hoped  that tree will be large
enough to sheller o goodly number of
people who gather W celehrale
agsin in 2016

tained in the bome of M
Hrewster, where the Moores' gnml

The most (brcatening hour esme
just s Governor Kialaton was ReUing g

The program in the afteru
day cons!

| pantomimes snd ssosssoome sppropriate | 3, Halton, rom the subject 1914
i

e e | week nndt ne
grounds and rendered sn -vwnpwk\“’" who reads this puper will read ali

drill uy twenty

eleun()mll
Gover |

orus rendered by the |y memiber of the Constitutivnul Con-
High School and the Sevenln and | vention uf 151

stes were all fine, They
v"' °= r»u blished in the Demoerat this
and we trust every per.

e

The addresses delivered by  Hon,
Frank C. Daily, and Hon. Charles W.
Fairhanks on Saturday alteraoon will
also be published in the Democrat this
week unil next.

We wan! to give s detailed sccount
of the Pageant, the musical concerl
Friday night, the wonderful drills and
101k dBnces given on the Fy
Sntorday forenoon, the
| Saturday and wany other interestiog
facts wboul the celcbration, but we
willnot try to cover all this in this|
issue,

We shauld not (ail toimention bece,
however, that Mrs, Marths Grasu, of
Wasbiogtiom county, near Frederickss
burg, the only surviving chiiu of Den-
nis Penninglon, was here, and was
preseoted (o the greal audience each
day by the master of eeremontes. She
is the youngest and only survivar of
| tteen childsen of Pennington,
who il the o1 State House at Cory-
doa i 1513 and 1512, wnd whu s also

Mis. Gmam iy nearly
ninety years old, but she i3 quite
welland is very bright, She enjoyed
the celebration greatly. Sbe et here
4 latge number of hier nieees und nephe
ews, grandchillien of Dennis Pen-
nington. She was secompanied by ber

regrel we eannot give | tulerhlnm] .ml.

W similar progam o panks was enteriatned by

=l

|t

granddaughter. They were entcriuined
while in meun by M. Graaw's
neph ter P. Davis, and her

Erw\l mrc(‘ Ju. Lstue E. Otwick.
C. Dailey and wife were
bere by Mr, and
O'Bannon, fand Mr. Fair.
Mr. und

| Mes. 5. L

Mrs, Geo. W, Applegste.
We salh ey i nexl week's issue Lo
omplete the report of the eelebration,
Tu Be Continued Next Week.)

fore, white one of my fricnds is to|
speak on 15167 and Lhe olher on
CAOIE, T st reapeetfully dectine 1o
use all the intervening time.

Buunding with uncovered head in
this Bethlehew of Indiana's statehood
my volce in thanksgiving fo
Almigily Gud for the biessings He has |
showered on the State of Indiens dur |
ing the century of s life. 14 155 com-
monwealth within Lhe great Republic
of Americn. Take the map of ihe
United Siates; sweep your eye over
that enormous empire sir:tehing from
Portland, Maine, t Portland Ore

of Mexico. [t is lerger thun the world-
wide empire of Cassar; it

Upon that imperial domain

reat
mounigin ranges cleave the eclowds
witlin Uheie heaving, {urgid bagoma | ¥
lies concea'rd more wealth than exists

wall the world beside, The body of
e empure s veined and arleried with
RICAt nalural water courses ihrough
which surges and beats the nationsl
life. Gireut cities sit serure upon her
Billtops or nestle in ber luege and eam-
fartable vulleys: upon ber broad prai-
ries and smong her rolling bills live
mauliitudes of Bappy, prosperous peo-
ple. Her citiaen: is ibe most
bonored in the world; ber power ia felk
wherever men exist. 1o manufsetur-
iog and eommerce she is peerless and
mpari; in the gentler graces of life she

though young,

and from - he Greal Lakes to the Gult [

Hate il prosperit is unquestionshly
n Lo be desired, but its appeal is
dnstdride constant and there is
little duoger that it will be neglected
or destroged. The useful may always
be left to take care of itself. It is the
beautiful, the good, the true that must
be tenderly nurtared snd cherished.
You may destrog the wealth of u na-
tion, but if the beart of the people is
sound snd their principles high and
true, the desting of ihat na
secure, The storms of the outer world
may sweep over it in unboly violence,
all the powers of Hell may be nne
chained against it, it may Le menaced
¥ tnewies from withoat and danges
within, but 50 long as the people mai
tain in their heurts and manifest in
their lives the kaowle
Almighty Ged, so
ple, immortal with divine immortality,
stong with divine strengih, heroic
with the herolsny that exalts and in
spites, be a_tower of strength for the
defense of liberty. Weaith has its use
in the world, and it i+ the dutg of the
eivil powers to ereale and reserve cons
ditions suitable (v inaterial prosperity.
Great, inleed, i3 wealth, but the high-
waysof bistory are strewn with the
wrecks of nations in which wealth ac-
cumulated and men decayed, Greay
is power and iofluence in the councils
ot the world, but there are patioos
smarting under the Insh of tyranny
and fretlng in the chaing of londage
to-dny that are fossil remains of great

part. Her passion for education
a sublime exampie. Nowhere elge are
truth and honor heid in greater vene
ation; nowhere else ia all the world da
the fires of patriotism barn & brightly |
on the aliars of liberly. Her hisiory

Corydon's Celebration
(Indinnapolis Star)

The ecentenary celobration at!
Corydon, with its pageantry and|
| memarial uidresses proves, as did
{the one at Bloomington, the wis |
dom of the Ceutennigl Commis-
ion in arranging for this method
commemorating) the state’s|

{anuiversury.

We cannot emphasize too strongly | APUTC
out gratitude 1o the Jeilersomville folks | for the car

+ |creditable to this historical com-

uvon
red of yhe pageant and (bree ' the by

When the Legislature made an
priation that wasjtoo small |
e aut of any of the
ten o Mau: for celebrating
this hundredth Tndiana year
much  disappointmen
but attention
ed to the achievement of what
wag possible under the circum-
stances and it is a question if the
pageants and other observances
at many points in the state are
not perhaps after all the most
effective form of jubilation. |
They arouse local interest, briug‘
many persons into aciive partiei-|”
ation in the proceedings and are
distinetly educative as well as
entertaining.

The pageant al Corydon seems
to have been an especially suc
cessful performance and highly

munity, while the speeches were
in kecping. Governor Ralston
was happy in his tribute to the
first capital and to his first pred-
eressor in office and altogetlier
the event was one in which the
people of the region and of the
entire state may feel pride and
satisfaction. Surely a good be-
ginning been made in the |w,
series of celebraticns planned by
the towns and citiesof the state

VILLF CONRTITUTES A STATE. |
When 1 was honored with an invii
on o preside over the Centennisl

Celebrution in “Old Corydon’ [ was

inforinod et the program would con-

sist of Congressman

Monres an e and o nddrenn hy

Governur Ralston on “1016" and that

L wight have all the rest of the Gme,

Now, I enjoy the distinetion of having

imade the longest speech o recar,

an

[

_FATHERJOUN CAVANAUGH

i® bespuneled with eploits of valor in
war snil deeds of devolion in peace.
Sbe has joade practical 1 drenm of
universal manbowl sallrage; she has
written in lewters of light Ue story of
her industrial genius, Like the cagle
poised in incommunicable sunshine,
site has & place apart through her com-
mercial prosperity. She is the haven
for the appressed of every land; she is
tire bope of uncounted willions lying
still upborn in the womb of tiwe, She
s tbe supreme republic of the worl !
nul ee people everisl her with a
jatioli-nn et is Klmost idolatry
The stulent of bistory might well
write It upon his tabliels Laal the peo-
ple of Americs are indeed the b

all the uges in the foremost

time.
OF il the 35 eomuons ealths in Ll
noble sisterbood of sistes, pone bas
slared more abundandly in the bless-
ings of Awerican prosperity and free-
doos thun he State of Indisn. Her
nataral resources are us varied 5 the
wre ipexhaustible, her Cciticenship i3
unsurpassed in patriotism; her schools,
once a by-word on the lips of scornf
men, now rask smong the mos ell
cient in the Innd. Her roll of honor is
loog and brilliant, and eomprises mot
llr\nt statesmen and educalors and
& pocts, tomancers and
Blatorions b well
fields have a richoess nsof the Nile,
Her iatelligentand beneficent luws are
the oulward witness o the high snd
refined vivilization that  (lourishes
within her bor Her here N in
time of xar has been brilliant us her

walls o ¢

plains and | ridi

people, ones Lhe masters of the workd..
Cultare is exuuisite, esllure is nobl
eulture is humanizing, but there are
nations that sat in msjesty s the
| schooliasters of the worid and
now steeped in ignorance, their brils
lian lights extinguished, heir ancient
glory departed, their men of genius
lost like wandetiog stars, of like the
waves of Whe sea foaming out their
own eonfasion. Lune mu “her walth,
[and in the corruption depicted on the
Pompeii you vend he story
of ber ruin. Maeedonin had power,
but the sous of Maccdonis to-ay
stand in admiration of the spiendour
of natias that were savage toibes in
the forests of Europe when Philip
relgned in Macedon and  Alexandet
had made conquest of the worl
| Athens had culture, but the glory thas
was Athens has deparied, or remsing
only o torment the schoolboy.  These
nations failed beeause eorruption like
& worm fed on their dumask cheek.
They failed beeause the Leart of the
people was made elfeminate by indol-
e and indulgence and the morals of
the people undenmined by vice. And
while this day we lift our voices in
| reverent thanksgiving for the pust, we
| pray the God of nations 1o protect uy
sgainst the dangers thatliein our path.
1 pppenl for the s ! in the il
of our commonwealth. 1 kaow thera
are those who believe that the retine-
ments of comiors that go with wealth
bring refinements of spirit as well, but
the story of the wmost Juxurious nations
of the past utiers eloquent denial. T
kaow that toere are those who believe
that mental colture has power (o save
society, bul Wey are those who are
blind 1o the lessons of the pust. A few
yeats ago there stoud before Lhe world
» man whose geoius, had it beea prop-
erly dirested, might have shed light
and strength upon the mee of mén.
He was lruly & lord of language: he
played upon the resources of our Fng:
Iish tongue as 8 gresl master_charms
forth undreamed of melodies from the
heartof & grand organ. Within the
memory of uny man now living the
ihing called culture has never gome
farther than fo Oscar Wilde. Exqaisite
poet, eloquent orator, master of mar-
velous prose, arbiter of fashion, stand:
ard of literary laste, dietator of lite
ary destisies—culture Las never gune
further within the memory of living
man, He was the apostle of Aesthet-
iclam, and whiile his eccentricitics ex-
cited some derision, his genius, hin
exquisite refinement of epeech and
mannet were sueh 88 to bear down the
sale and to win for bim the admir
ation of men. He believed in salvation
thiough the gospel of calture; he
chanted in clotious IanguRge the dirs
gesof dead religions; he summoned
humanity o WIL1S face (0 ihe sun
that was 10 usher in the great day of
emnncipation from aacient and out-

putiotism in peace lu ays heen
alerl and  unwavering, Her  great
Inctorivs have hummed & song of in. |
dustiy (bt is beard urounil the world, |
e rom er Buppy bomee Uhoee il
twns of peopl ol henrts |
vend up b shout of thwakaEvIg io-

day for the blesasings of a humdred

fiE e mminddtor ol
I the future time,

y of mankind. LastJanuary, | without a doubl the favor of heaven n

\vorn creeds. The day of crusneipation.
meser eatmc, bub in {8 atcad came o
ny when that n stood o
| prison skripes bebind prasan barm, fung
there by AR oulrged workl for inspeak

able crinies ngainst morality. The pec-
ple who would save bumanity through
the gospel of enlture; who would ineite
uen o be sober and chaste, and whe

(Continued on sixth page.)

“’Twas A Great Centennial Celebration,” Corydon Democrat, 7 June 1916.
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save the “Constitution Elm”

T.he editor of the Demoerat is in re-
ceipt of the iollowing letier from
State  Entomologist, Frank N Wal-
Ivee, which will explain itself”
The letwer.,
SOpee ol State Entomwologist
130 State House,
Indianapolis. Ind
July 4-191%,
My, sV Dannon, BEditor Carviion
Democtat, Corvdot, d.

Dear Sivs

A short tim= ago one ol our in-
spectors, Mr. Srnth, Wits mno vaur
town inspecting nurEery stoek,  Fhe
reported  that tae Eh Jeat bectle is
Aoing quite @ lot of damage o the
fhms there and that he was afraid
that they woul:d serioosiv damage the
constitutional sl 1t would he a
<hame to hove this historic old troe
imiured nmid 1owould like to see your
town et A spray nchine and spri
the trees, Spravingis the only  way
the Tlm leaf heetie can bhe contrailed,
conld vou pot arouse epongh Interest
1o have something done in resasd to
this matter? 1 certainly hope  that
you can.

Yours very truly.
rank N. Wallace,
State Entomologist

With very neavy mails daily this
letter of Mr. Wallace's was let iile on
our desk, not hecuause we are not in-
terested in preserving the *“Constitu-
tion Elm,” for we are. and we feel as
State Entomologist Wallace does, that
it would Ybe & shame to have this
“hictoric old tree’ injured.

And it has heen wmjuced. We ex-
amined its leaves last Thursday and
sent some of them to Mr. Wallace,
and the Leetle 15 doing its work.

We have in Corvdon the most hie-
toric tree in Indiana, and it is the
duty of the people of Corydon to do
whatever i8 noecessary 1o prolong its
life. Who wiil take the lead in this
matter”

1

“Save the ‘Constitution EIm,” Corydon Democrat, 14 August 1918.
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Mrs. Dodd of St. Mathews Kentucly
Glves Sure Protection.

-

N———="

\

S~

Y FROM m‘um- BEETLE,
2 i —— J ! r
A few weeks ago, when J. P. A-
Hertlein, the, “Tree Doctor,” of New
Albany, was down ‘gha'_af.;‘e"gpmyingm
F. Huff’s and E. L. McKinster's shade.
4 trees, Mr. Tufr and the writer nad
Mr. Hertlein spray the  “'Constitution
|¥EIm” in tho hope of protecting it
from further damage by the Elm tree
the cost of which wag made up
¥ them and several other Corydon
mern as follows: A e
. An article anpeared 1 one of the
Louisville papers conceriing My,
Hertlein's spraying the tree which
brought the following interesting,
‘|and we doubt not valuahig, letter from
Mrs, Kate Castleman Dodd, of St
Mathews, Kentucky: = .
" St. Mathews, Ky.
Saturday, Aug. 17,

; Mg?ﬁ‘s-..@!%non_and Hufg, R
g4 Dqg.r ﬂ!rs——-l ‘have. séen in  the
Louisville paper that you bave charge

©f doctoring your historic Blm, and
am; writing to tell you what win help
your tree. T have several large and |
‘beantiful Elms. on my placs which
have suffered the same sort of blight |
as the paper describes yours to have,
and I have had severa) '

‘work on it, ‘and have

. finally found a
cure, . I your

Elm has a blight like
the leaf enclosed, ir You rollow my
directlons it will be all right, . In the
first place, there is no‘tr'ilﬁf';.-t_ha't will
help it this summer, the follage is

rulned for the year, and all you ean
do'is to prevent it beingr spoiled next
vear. In the early spring, there is a
tiny bug whilch crawls up the trunk

of the tree In myriads and lays an

88, which hatches into a small gray
worm, which eats the leaves ‘until
they are like the a@ﬁmia;. 1 enclose.
The leaves drop off, ary up and act as
though a drought were *%illing | the |

7 Then, on the trunk, ab

Il trom gettin

tree experts to |

r’;&?‘ s00n. as the spring onens geod,
hefore the warm wenather or any iies
{have come, (for all bugs appear a-
‘hout the same time), serub the trunk
‘of your tree, (the bark) about 7 feet
jup with common soap and a brush.
out six feét

from the ground, put a thick band of
‘{feé sticky, about three or four in-
ches wide and quite thick. fTree
Sticky s & gummy substance which
¢an be bought in a can at Wood-
Stuhbs in - Louisville or any seed |
‘house. This will prevent the bugs’

ting up the tree as they
con't get pass the tree sticky. T do
‘this each vear; and my Bims are fresh
and =zreen. The sample is from one I
neglected to attend to this spring,
 Hoping that you will take my ad-
vice and have good results, and that
you will let me know about it.
| I remain,

Yours very truly,
Kate Castieman Dodd.

Addresss Mrs. Pearce Dodd, St.|
Mathews, Ky.

The protection prescribed by Mrs

Dodd is simple 4nd inexpensive and
we should nat fail to try it on all our
Elm traes next spring, and especially
on the “Constitution Elm," which is
otirerwise in a healthy condition,
\ We are very grateful to Mrs. Dodd
for her kindness in writing us eon-
cerning this matter, and we have full
confidence In what she says about her
treatment of her HElm irees. The
Jeaves she sent us from the only Elm
o1 her premises which she failed to
treat with her remedy last spring are
berforated just like the leaves of our
Elms ‘which have been ravaged by the
heetle.

Quite a number of our finest trees,
both in town and in the country sur-
rounding Corydon have ‘been killed
by the Elm tree beetle during the past
few years and others will soon die
/from the same cause if something is
/not done to save them. We suggest
that we make up a fund between now
and next spring sufficient to have all )
the ®ims in town treated as Mrs.

odd suzgests. Tet all who are inter-
ested remember Mrs. Dodd's letter
ang' make up their minds to help save
our fine Elm trees which are vet nums
frous in Corydon,

o

“Sprayed Constitution EIm,” Corydon Democrat, 4 September 1918.
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SPRAYED

Beetle Was Just l!:.:,_':llmllla Thele
Deadly Work

WILL SPRAY AGAIN SOON

IJ Prof. N. I. ¢lunie, IMarrison coun
| t¥'s Agriculture Azent, with the hel)
of Kean Irvin,Allen Stepro and Den
iminin Franklin, colored, spraved tia
CConstitution Elm™ one day last week

Mr. Clunie s=aid the “Elm  Tres
eetle” was just beginning to @et i
their work on the leaves of the tree
I and he think (e dose they rave then
|.-1 mixture of hordesux, arvsenate o

lead and nicotine oleate will put then
nut of husiness for a while They used
ninety gallons of the mixture and
spread it ever the entire tree by means
of a pumyp and sixty four feet of rub-
by hose with 4 twelve foot extension

rod.

State Fntomoelozist, Frank N. Wald
Liee, sent us the nicotine oleate, thel
sprayving outfit helonss to Mr. Clunie,
and the Hoosier Elm Chapter of the
Dauzhters of the American Levolu-
tion made up the money somcetime
aro by volunteer contributions, to
meet the expenses of the spraying
The women secured something over
2100, which guarentiees that the tree
will he well carved for. and especially
sintve Mre.  Clunie has  consented to
superintemnd the work.

The spraving was done aecordin:g
to the direetions of State Entomologist,
Walliwee, except that we weres later
in getting the work done than Mr.
Wallace  suyggested.  But Mr. Clanie
thinks that it was in time after all
to Kill the first erop of beetle. Hi
wil! spray the tree agmin an about
two woeeks.

This is the most syetemalic eTort
that has %et been made to properly
care  for and protect our historic
“Constitution EIm™ and it will, no
doubt prove the most effective,

All who are interested both in this
coupty and in the s«ntire State, will
he wrateful to State Fntamologist, Wal-
lace, Mr. Clunie. the ladies of the 10
A Tt and all who contributed to the
fund for exnenses for their help in
caring  for Indlana’s “Constitution
Klhm™.

“Constitution EIm Sprayed,” Corydon Democrat, 7 July 1920.
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SOME MORE
EVIDENCE

Thai The Comstitution Makers Mol
Under The Historic Elm

Artiele By Thomas James de la Hunt
In Evansville Courier and dournal

HIS GRANDMOTHER'S STORY.

Sipee the recent di-cussion of the
certainty—or  uncertainiy,—of  the
mesting of the Constitntional Con-
vontion uoder the historie “Constitu-
tthen Flm,” here at Corvdon, in Junec,
1H18, by Grorge 8. Cottman, of Indi-
anapelis, and Rev. J. Ed. Murr,, of
Prinecton, ancther Indiana historien,
Thomasz Jawes de s Huont, of Canmel-
tow, has faken the pains to furnlsh us
sepwe gdditional evidenee on the snb-
jet, Mr. de la Hunot is an untiring
student of Iudiana history, and his in-
terest in all matters of concern to his
nalive =iafe is admirable, and we are
very glad he has “taken his pen in
hand™ to “write us a few Hpes" “to
et w= kaow™ what Sis erandoother
toskel hige mbwet Doow whpe wsed o0 play
upder (e “Constitwtion Klm©? o aod
ko the s ings of the “Consthiation-
al  enventivn,”  umder the tree, in
June, 1816, temporarily deprived her
and her plavimates of their favorite
Marzround.

This i= interesting hisfory, and we
are quite cerfain that Mr.  Cotiman
will arceept it, together with the fu-
formation devived from the Jate Hens
ry Funk and the ate - Wynm,
hath of wham lived to he more than
1M} years old, Thanks to our friend.
Hev, J. Fal. Mworr, for furnishing us
the facts about Mr, Fonk amd Mr.
Wynn for publication.  The readers
of thee Teemowral are appreciating the
publiention of these  historie  Tacrs
and we are eotling them in priot, in
Ihi‘ Corvilen papers, where fnfure his-

Porfams will Bavie mevass to them
Weon ekl Lae Moo D

Frwine' = et whibelh copeared I!I
“Evaisvlhe Concder ntal Jenrnsl,” 1n
fis dasse eof Smpndny. didy 220 10 ean-
TR1NE =i o oatier S liich I'mq 'F'l'””'-'l-
In thee Eooineacrnl peenily,—ns Ale, e,
la Honwiocowotes feom ey, Morr, Mr,
Cattergen sl dle Diowenerat, Baip oo

wart o peregerenn recod of Me e In
Hunt™= o otiele, s hepe G0 i= in tall:

T l."l‘.r-u.t Periscop.
(B, Thoasas lames de la Hont, )
Awnkened interest In Indiana’s first

leinee his residence then was but some

had this one viali to the plase of the
Conetitution-building,

“Mr. Wynn stated that he was pres-
ent oo & number of occaslones  when
thes: wen were asspmbled about be-
negth the old tree. The following cir-
comstance related by him served to
fix this ldelibly in hisz memory. The
family had a iree or two of red ap-
ples (Early Harvest), and he gather-
ed up o basket foll of these on more
than one oceasion and carried them to
the Constitution-framers and  peddled
them out amang these men, ‘This s
direct ws well as cireomstantial evi-
dence—clreumstantial in  the sense
thal it belped bim to fasten the mat-
ter in his mind beyond the mere fact
of o vislt there with no set purposa”

Begides thus citing his own person-
al acquaintanee with two witnesses to
the faet mnder discnssion, the Res. Mr
Muwr suggests & (hird liue of rescarch
which Harrison county residents might
conveniently follow, (he himself now
living elsewhere.) “John Mathes was
six vears old at the time of the meet-
ing of the Convention. His home at
thar time was in Spencer  towuship
and In sight of the resldence of Dennis
Tenuipgton, who—Iit will be recalled—
war not only the bulider of the (d
Cupltol, but ope of the men who fram-
ed the Constitution. Now, I never at
jany time heard Mr, Mathes assert that
||h€- witnessed this conveantion body be-
neath the old Elm; Lut the high prob-

ahility is {0 the effect that he did,

1

[

helf-dozen miles from Corydon

“Inm mny case, he must bave often
talkedd this over with Denniz Penning-
ton. and T dould not (here ave those in
our widst whe dild bhear him speak of |
thisx vircumstapes, cither as o his per
wonal abservalion, oF in ADY cAsSe HA
dietnilsd by others, If there be thoss ||
whe chanee to see this, who may bive
Enowleidge of the fact: whee may have ||
henrd AMr. Mathes or yet others of the|
oldesr pene of our county assert u'irhi
fpesitiveness g too the gnihering e
rr. ath ke ol Eim, they shonl] there-
P ez B0 e thelr didy o the fadr
T of smr connty o gel

s dnfe oy (o ns”

1'.,1 wiy qar Julstiee tee both  sides,

AR Mre. (¥ Nunnon’s  puiper  for |
HUETTET & |}|-l|||:- A et botter fron,
Iln criginal conlribmtor  George 8,

ot banam of [r'|1||'-'|_un meking it peer-
J‘:-:IIJ. cloar that e bad no wish 1o dis |
TorgdB e Bz =tanding olain tbhat the
Heonevention soet twder the Elue, thoengh | ]
hie word= aichi—=—1tbrongh find veer- ||
IE'u--E—!tun: J:uu_] 1 ] :‘-.i‘pmlirl':&lirﬂ' -I‘tl'ill.l

i1 IIIJI. EECH

“Some More Evidence,” Corydon Democrat, 1 August 1923 (1 of 2).
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Hunt's e, Bere 00 = i full:
 Peciet Peviseope

iR, = James de ln Huut, )y

Awnkened interest In Indiana's first
constitutionnl ennvention has  become
shate-w H he Senthwestern In-
diana three vears
npEn
movermenl to assemble biogruphies of
the forivethree delesates who partiei-
pated iu its deliberation—and prompt
resentment was  recently  Kindled )
Harrl=on county by an article in
wpestnte puper which evnreined a para-
graph appearing to eqst some donbt

an |1b

Convention
hie words  might—ihrongh
vice—have bl sl signilien il
into them, 1 hope the d.ltuﬂlthm
held its mwsetings auder
writes Mr. Cottmn to The
Tremoerat, “and [ e
firmed that it did oot
“What 1 odid =ay In an nnfertanate
mement wix  th the  out-uf-duor
et ings \mre iraditional only, and
o statements that
i anthoritative, the
Ay be aeeepited as es

L
talnly never nf

stery eomld s

nnder whose spreading bronehes Yhe
convention  assembled the
warm June days of 1816,

“The Story of Indiana and the mak-
ing of the Constinttion™ had been the
article’s hending in the  Indianapalis

during

News, and the paragraph  to  which
vigorens objection was made,  read:
“The Convention spent nearly  three

weeks al ils work, and the traditiou
bas been handed down that some of
the sessions were held in the shade of
the great spreading tree now famous as
“the Coustitnt I Elm,” but ss there
ig no sutement of thiz kind that can
be recarded as anthortiative, it searee.
Ir ean be regarded as established by
history.”

L * L
“Tradition?” “No statement
1

can be regarded as au-
'

Fadward Murr, formerly
of Fvaneville, prominent member of
the [udLnn.n Methodist conference, who
! conxiderable reputation as an
student and who has made

ol Ininirs

O'Bampeon's excellent weekly, the Cory-
dun Ininoerat, and in its columns for
. e Hev. Mr, Murr in pungent
ase Inkes ontspoken {zsue with the
napoliz News.

Thix ¢ the paragraph nhove gquoted)
is altugetber new bews to every man,
wonuin and child in IMarrison county !
1 winlerstand that there is"alse sone
werls doubil relative to the fact that
Genernl Willinm Henry Hartbon ever
erected a home in our eounty! I sup-
e sotine of these folks will by and
hy conelnde that Dennis Penningron
ceevied i ohd capitol ilding for his |
private use and even resided in this|
ax @ osort of fort from which to fight
the redskina!

“In IS Dianiel F. Temmon publish-
et a phannphlet which had to de solely
with vur early history, and in his dis-
eussion of the Constitutional Conven-
tion, he says: “They (the Framers
of the Conslitntion) had chased the
ilver wiid bad eontended with the sav-
ages of the ferest, aml werr osed to
out-of-door  exercise. and rather than
be seated Inoa large and commodious
roam of the Anclent Capitol’ building
durlng their re session during the
bot duys of June from the 10th to the
Zih, they beld themselves to the in-
viling shades of the spreading boughs
of the huge Elm on the banks of Ine
dinn Creek, about two squareg north-
west of the capitol building, where
they spent about balf their time of
twenty days, el

“Mr. Lemmon's orlglnal purpose was
to write a prefentious hietory of Hae-
rison county and be spent considerable
time interviewing many of the aged
citizens whirh at that time were pu-
meritis among us still. It doubtless
never oeeurred to Mr., Lemmon that
the day mizht come when some man

wonld reflect upon the stalement made

by Lim and others relative to the ses-

sioms beld bevesth thie O Elm.  Mr,

Lemmon confined himself to the sim-

ple statemeont and asseriion of fact
T

r. Funk stated positively that he
WaH P ut on one oceaslon  when
these  shirf-sleeved  statesmen  were

seated about beneath this old  Elm,
Hik step-father, « Mr. Reaugh, was o
plonees  sturveyor D our eounty  and
traveled about moch over the county

I]n those eurly doys, and thus Fonk

al
impartent contribntions to ‘the Line. |I
through the Indisna mag. .

on the eire i 1 with hed Listory. * * * What I
Corydon's renuwned * Hooxier Bl | MCBNU was that while the  tradition
eXisted, there was, so far as 1 had

beew able to learn, ne decomentary
eoidence of it, and where it is men-
ned in the histories of the State, it
has all the earmarks of a story that
hag been passed from  one to another
withont examination,”

In hig scrupulous weighlug of evi-
denve, Mr. Cottman proeveds to point
ont that weither Dillon wor Merrili—
ameng the more wearly contemporiry
writers—mentions the incident; neith-
jer Inmn nor Esarey, “who of our later
.hlsturl.ann are most careful of their
| dvenmentary proofs,”  So far as bis
ll)\\']l reaserch has led him, Mr. ‘ot
man nowhere meets the tradition in
cusly newspapers, vor ln works  of
early tepvelers writing about Corydon.
Nu historian bas ever fold him on
what the story was founded, hence he
claims  justifteation for terming it a
tradition whose teith “was Bot estab-
lished by historical data.”

Yet after skillfully marshalling his
cuse, Mr, Coftinan resches the follow-
wsion s “Tn a nitshell,
I whether by the light
pag [ now have, I believe
onvention of 1816 bheld meet-

azine of histery, is now editing a reg-
ulur department, “Phumb-Na l o the shade of the famons
Sketehes and Tneidents”  in Lew M, . 1 owould say, ‘D dot If 1

m-na aked §f the fact 14 veritied and
eatabilished By good historical dot, 1
would =ay, *1 think not. a# jusdged by
the dita hitherto peeessible”  Tf asked
whether such fact might vet be reas
onably established, T wonld say, ‘Tos
sibly so: protiding such data as the
reminiseences of Mr. Fank, Mr, Wynn
el wmssibly others are made Rmown
tu the histeripns, so that when they
state the event as o faet they can give
some good reason for the faith that is
fa them'™

.

In Mr. OVBannons  own  editorial
comments on the commnoication from
Mr. Cottman, he expresses regret that
time bl ted him to inter-
view some of Harrison county’s oldest
surviving citizens  Dbefore  publishing
ihe better, as well as the desire to bave
nuy other available fuformation bear-
ing upon the subject, sinee the ques
tion had been raised

Cottman from any idea of discrediting
=nch proofs as the Hev. Mr, Murr has
vited,—Mr. Funk, Mr. Wynn, and the

and declares: “We can ounly say that
«inee many of onr oldest cltizens now
living, and many still older ones who
are gone, never heard the truth of the
clalm gquestioned, it is the best of evi-
dence that the Convengtion met under
the Old Constitutional Elm. But oth-
er proofs will be gladly accepled and

we ask for any that may be advis-
able.”
The Pocket Perlscope’s  editor s

aware that kis own years preclode
him (even more thau the Rev. Mr
Murr) from aspiring “to -offer ang-
thing of moment,” yet in turn he ven-
tures to submit “a fact or two™ drawn
from  immediate family testimony

Mr. O'Bannon fully exouerates Mr. doi

Daniel F. Lemmon pawphlet bistory, | ™%

o II!IIIi\IE e g Xes X
To us it means that the
nts qnality and wants Rlxes
wmisers. And by
providing three  distinet
miiels, ¥indebaker has enabled us to
it the buyer with the car be needs
Just as the shoe salesman fits the shoe
to the foot, instead of trying to adapt
the car to the luyer. There are a
wulitr of other reagons why Stode-
haker has been able to achieve new

records year after  year. These in-

clude:

1—Heventy-one vears experience in
this mannfact of high grade ves
iclea,

of
policies of bonest value and
tegrity.

a—Manufacture of vital parts in our

the founder's

2—omtinnation

the middle-

own plants, saving
insuring  the

men’s profits and
quality.

4 Quantity prodoction methods  in
whivh the first aud final copsid-
eratlon is quality.

G—The mame “Studébaker” which is
a household word throughout the
world.

f—Organization of able, experienced

s workers.

T—S00,000,000 of actual
including 45,000,000
foellities.”

net assets
of plant

T0 DESTROY SKUM IN PONDS.

Tugniries have been made concern-
ing the destruction of the green =kum
which is found on so many ponds fo
Harrison county at this season of the
e,

The methed to wse is to porchase
blne sto tich shonld e pulverized,
placed in a muslin bag  and  drug
thromel the water, Fasten this sck
to @ Wock of wond which  will float
and then by riding a horse drag the
hine stone throngh the waber until it
Is dissalved. The amoant to use will
vary with the conditlons and it s not
easy to give a formula, bat for  the
avernge pond two ponnds of the bloe
stone will e sofficient.  In ense this
fails to remove the skum
il st the dose,

s practieally no danger of
Mlllu;, stk nnless the blue stone is
wsed I exeessive amount,

Following ke death of the skum a
bad odor may he notised from the de-
cuvieg  vegetatlon  but  this shoukd
pass off in a few doys and the quality
of the water materially iner: anPd

B CLUY
Agrtrnlmml A:em

in a few

[vention was talled together. The Elm

tree's shade had been a favorite play-
youngsters of the vil-

‘American C:

On April 4, 1824, Rebeeca Lang was
marrled to Joshua Branoon Huckebhy
of Bedford County, Indiana, her step-
father, Lemuel Mallory, performing
the ceremony, Thelr wedded life to-
gether at Tome, and at “Virginia
Place,” Cannelton, endored until 1889,
The youngest of their nine children,
Izabelle [Muckeby, marrled Thomas
James de ln Hunt, whose only child
{the editor of this column) listened to
these and many other stories of plon-
eer days, many vivid by some
Corydon playthings, ~which *Grand-
mother” bad carefully kept throughout

s

ther long lfetime; glad reminders of &

beautiful country we each pass

through when all the world is young.

{“Toy-Land, Joy-Land, Little Girl
and Boy-Land ;

Onee yon Cross the bordes, you never
can retarn.”

“Some More Evidence,” Corydon Democrat, 1 August 1923 (2 of 2).




“THE CONSTITU-
TION ELM”

A Few More Lines From Rev. J. Ed
Murr On Subject

REFERS TO COTTMAN'S ARTICLE

Dear Mr, O'Bannon :

I read with interest Mr. Cottman’s
communication appearing  in last
weeks Democrat concerning the Old
Constitutional Elm and in view of cer-
tain concessions and confessions wade
by him T am disposed to think that se
far as Mr. Cottmann i= coneerned, in
the future we shall hear the mininmm
of Tradition concerning the Od Elm
and more of its History.

Mr. Cattman guite ingeniously sceks

defense of loose statement and unwar-
 rented observations upon a matfer of
the utmwost state-wide historical inter-
est and more especially Iarrison conn-
[ty interest, atrributing  my vigorous
protest to the unprecedented weather
and goes so far as to leave the impres-
sion that hiz ass=ertion was of  very
minor importanee and a thing of so
little interest indeed as to e remem-
wred by no one save myself,
A, Cothinan is a writer of note while
'l make no claim whatever to a place
in the Sun—He was writing concern-
;in;: a matter which  he st have
iknown cat least bopesly woulit be pead
by snbstantially every School teacher
in the State of Indigtg, As ol boprn
nnder the shadow of the 0d Flm T
il o need of unprecedented weanther
ar any ather stimulant to canse e fo
call  in guestion statements aade
which T konew or had gomd reason for
believing to be wholly out of harnemy
jwith the facts,

T
Even Historinng may and sometimes
do fall inte error. Three of the great
Bivgraphers of Lincolu assert that he
was called "Honest Ale™ while yet a
resident of the  State  of Kentneky
whereas e was It a little ebilil when
he left that State. Banerofi ihe groat
Chistorian says that  Benedict Arnold
wias not in the laitle of Sarato;
Ot 10th, whereas overy schoo 1
Knows that Arnoeld won the hattle, My,
tCottman has doubtless made it easily
I pos=ible and mest likely probable to
thave any number of teachers throngig
yont the State of Indinsa treat the mat-
ter of the making of the Constitntion
v moway dso far oax the place ix con-
ceeried } somewhat different than that
1Ill.-ti has obtained heretofore, T knew
(T could not meet him in the  larser
tield bt T thonght T conld do so,
rr'ur as my howe cotnty was concerned
paned 1 rather think e view  of  Mr,
PCottman’s connmunieation T have s
ceeded to some slight extent ar least,
Mr, Cottman appears to complain a bit
coneerning any one’s right to pass up-
on his historical treatmwents aoud more
especinlly does he indicate  his s
nleasure in baving this come from one
twhom it must be infered he regards
Sam onot poparty to the matter in band.
i1 =hall content myself by saving that
I am like the Irishman who on wit-
ynessing a general fight ran in with his
Ishilalah, After the fight was over a
eentleman with o bruised head com.
[[a]ninwl to Mike that he was  hit by
rulw who had ne grievance and the
tshilalah wielder replied: “Begorra 1
‘merely hit the first head T saw.”

I was a resident of Greenshurg for
some years, They have a tree grow-
ying out of the Stone Tower oun  the
| Court House. This tree is alwut forty
ivears old, Orlginally there were five
jof them and they were endangering
the tower and sonte were ent down., A
number of the teachers of Greenshmrg
were sent East  one  year to visit
Massachusetts Schools.  During  their
stay in some of the eities they visited
a school where such matters as this
Greenshurg Tree were heing disenssed
before the entire school.  The speakecd
not knowing at all that  Greenshurg
citizens were in his andience told the
hovs and girls that there was no sach
frenk of nature ete.  This assertion
and the presence of the Greenslmrg
folk omd their sab=equent revelation:
mide the whoele affair quite embaraS-
sing, I think we shall  continne  to
miintain onr just pride in the  Old
(onstitutional Elm.

Yours traly, |
Jo EDWARD MURLL

=iy

“The Constitution EIm,” Corydon Democrat, 8 August 1923.
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Ku Klux Klan Holds
Meeting Under Historic

. Elm at Corydon.
The Ku Klux Klan held its first
public meeting at Corydon under the
historic Constitution Elm on Wednes-
day night of last week. Several hun-
dred persons assembled in the street
and witnessed the burning of the fiery
cross preceding the speaking. Good
order prevailed during the meeting
and respectful attention was paid the
speaker. No masks or robes were
worn and those wheo participated in
the meeting did not seek to conceal
their identity. C. L. Lowe, of Cov-
ington, Ind., who has been in the
county several weeks in the interest
of the organization, made a few pre-
liminary remarks and announced that
Rev. Wakeman, the speaker of the
evening, would lead in prayer. Fol-
lowing the invocation Rev. Wake-
man spoke about an hour and demon-
strated that he was a man of consid-
erable ability. He was introduced
simply as Rev. Wakeman, of near In-
dianapolis, and the only additional
information he gave about himself
was that he was a wminister of the
Christian church and had been pastor
of churches at a number of towns
named by him. At present he is en-
gaged in a speaking campaign
throughout the state in the interest
of the Klan..
Briefly stated, the things the Klan

are white supremacy, law and order

ference between the protestant church
and the Catholic church is that the

monarchial, he declared.

alities, yet he made it quite clear that
he was in favor of the supremacy of

An Anglo-Saxon is an Englishman or
a person of English descent and if
Rev. Wakeman correctly stated the
position of the Klan it is playing fa-

on a very large scale regardless of
color.

pr—

stands for, according to the speaker,
and the protestant church. The dif-]
former is democratic and the latter is |
|

He insisted that the Klan did not

preach race hatred or seek to engen- |
der strife and discord between nation- |

the Anglo-Saxon race over all others. |

vorites with the nations of the world |

Corydon Republican, 20 September 1923.

“Ku Klux Klan Holds Meeting Under Historic Elm at Corydon,”
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The Constitution Elm.

A member o1 the State Conserva-
tion Department who recently visited
Corydon reports to the Associated
Press that the historic Constitution
Elm is dying and will last only a
short time longer. FEvery exigency
known to the science of tree surgery
and preservation has been taken in an
effort to save the marker, he says,
but every indication is that it can
not last more than another year.

Tradition has it that heat drove the
members of the constitution conven-
tion from the =mall State Capitol,
then located in this city. to the shade
of the elm. Jonathan Jennings, the
first Governor of Indianu, was presi-
dent of the convention. of which there
were forty-three members,

“The Constitution EIm,” Corydon
Republican, 8 November 1923.




CORYDON CONSTITUTIONAL ELM |,
DEAD; M YBE(&}; OR SQUVENIRS|

“Constitution EIm Dead; May Be Cut for Souvenirs,” Indianapolis News, 7 June 1925.
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“Constitutional Elm,” Indianapolis News, 25 June 1925.
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GUST 12, 1925. g ; cx

“CONSTITUTION
ELM” GONE °
3| Hoosier ~ Elm  Chapter Paughters

American Revolution Had Tree
" Taken Down.

Body of Historie Land Mark Left
Standing and Will Be Protected.

‘|BRANCHES ALL SAVED FOR
SOUVENIRS.

The old “Constitution Blm,” which
has been _‘de '_fnr almost a year, has
been taken @own, all but the trunk of
the tree, ¥-ich is about ten feet high.
The worz of removing the1hranches
of the historic old tree was sdone by
Godfrey Faith, Perry Huntsinger and
| Gilbert Chambers, the past week, un-
'|der the supervision of Miss Jennie
‘| Griffin, as Chairman of a Committee
‘|of three appointed by Hoosier Elm
Chapter, D. A. R, The other mem-
|bers of the Committee are Mrs. T. J,
|wilson and Mrs. Robert Gibson.
Miss Jennie Griffin was assisted in
caring for the remains of the elm by
‘|by her brother, Maurice Griffin and
Judge T. J. Wilson.
All the branches of the tree have
been carefully saved, and, under the
authority of THoosier Elm  Chapter
Daughters American Revolution, of
Corydon, will be used as souvenirs for
i |nistorical socicties, lbraries etc. in In-
diana, as far as same will supply the
demand. The requests are already
pumerous, and it 18 probable that
there will be more than can be sup-
plied. :
All the main branches were cut
close to the body of the tree, and all
that is left standing will be protected
by a shelter, that it may remain as
long as possible.
And so all that visitors will see now
when they come to the place where In-
diana’s first Constitution was made in
1816 is the stump of the ‘“Constitution
Elm.”

make a small charge for pieces, to
cover the cost of handling and trans-
portation. .
Pieces of the wood have been re-:
served foi thé State House-al iﬁ&iaz-
agolis, for the Old Topeka Library at
Vmc'en:nes, the Lanier Museum at
Madison, the State Historical Society
the public library at Corydon, the ne“;
court house to be erected, and for
make‘ a small charke for pieces, to
pr;mment men in the state. ’
ersons wanting pieces of th
ma_y obtain the same by c:]lei,n;:-m:::
Griffin’s store in Corydon and paying

4 nominal price that is made t
the cost of handling. s

“Constitution EIm Gone,” Corydon Democrat, 12 August 1925.

D-24



L L ST

|
| Corydon’s Famous Tree /7 .

[

|, No Longer Marks the

LR X :

| 9/13/,,, Birthplace of Indiana
The famous Constitutional Elm at

lCorydon, under whosé spreading

| branches the forty-threc members of

| Indiana’s first constitutional conven-

| tion met during the month of June,

| 1816, and drafted the state’s first con-

stitution, no longer marks the birth-
| place of a commonwealth, having fi-
nally yielded to the ravages of time
{and having within the past week been
‘cut down and its wood stored away for
the making of souvenirs. The tree
| was felled and its wood is being pre-
[served under ‘direction of Mrs. Marcia
Wilson, Miss Jennie Griffin and Mrs.
| Robert Gibson, members of a commit-
tee selected by Hoosier Elm Chapter,
Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion, who were assisted by Judge T. J.
Wilson and Maurice Griffin,

The tree was cut down, trimmed
and sawed into sections by Godfrey
Faith, Perry Huntsinger and Gilbert
‘Chambers and the wood was moved

in wagons by Grover Tindall, George

Freid and Noah Arnett, the logs be-

| ing taken to the wagon factory to be
| sawed into lumber for the making of
o souvenirs, and the smaller pieces be-
’ing stored at a number of places|
jabout town, ’
The demand for souvenirs is stale-

i nd the committee has decided to

“Corydon’s Famous Tree No Longer Marks the Birthplace of Indiana,” Corydon Republican, 13 August 1925.
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Shelter for
""" Constltution Elm

Daughters American Mvolutlon
Bui.ldlug A Cover Over Remains
' Of Tree, i

RIDDLE AND SMITH 'l'lm WORK-
MEN. 0

‘The members of Hoosier Elm Chap-
ter Daughters of American Revolu- |
| tion, are having a cover bullt over the |

body of the historic “Constitution

y ;" 'on West High Street, to protect

1 decay from t.he wwthur h

 The covering is qboul: eighteen or
twenty feet high and about fourteen
feet in width, the roof being of green
asphalt shingles, John Riddle and
harles Wesley Smith, of Corydon,
are doing the work,

The remains of tree left when the
dead branches were removed recently
consist of the body and some short
stubs of the largest limbs where they
were cut off a short distance from

. the trunk of tree,
ol expected, by use of this protec-
~ tion, to preserve the trunk of the old
tree for a good many years as an ob-
~ Ject of interest to Hoosiers from all
parts of Indiana. .
B s E N .

“Shelter for Constitution EIm,” Corydon Democrat, 30 September 1925.
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VIt - U roeS
CONSTITUTION ELM HAS

SEEN INDIANA GROW UP
Salipbs Nisse  Dirrak 1934

The Coustitution elui, G

| shown above, is on
most famous

“Constitution EIm Has Seen Indiana Grow Up,” Indianapolis News, 4 June 1934.
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. 1938

I,

i 'p?':b'r"nar‘l &

The new bronze marker for
the monument at the side of the
'Constitution Elm was brought to

of Madison, Custodian of Clifty
Falls State Park and the Lanier
Home. He was assisted by Ray

as follows:

Was Framed

Corydon and placed on the stone
base last Thursday by M. J. Carr F

Strickland and Paul Messmore of |
Madison. The new tablet reads B

New Bronze Marker Placed On
Constitution Elm Monument

CONSTITUTION ELM
On This Spot, Beneath The Shade Of The Elm
The Constitution Of Indiana

In June 1816

This Tree Lived Until 1925, Attaining A Height

Of Fifty Feet
A Trunk Diameter Of Five Feet
And A Spread Of One Hundred And Thirty Two Feet
This Monument Was Erected In 1936

The marker was made by i;he<
Lanksenkamp - Wheeler Brass
Works in Indianapolis. In 1925
when the famous old Elm ftree,
under which the first constitu-
tion of Indiana was written in
1816, died the Hoosier Elm Chap-
ter Daughters of the American
Revolution had the wood of the
branches sawed up and saved,
some of which has been used to
make souvenirs. Previously—in
1915,—the D. A. R. chapter had,
placed a marker under the tree.

Through cooperation with the
Indiana Department of Conser-
vation local ecivic groups during
the past
erected a stone monument which
protects the stump from the ele-
ments. The new bronze marker
placed on the monument last
week is fastemed to the front of
the sandstone monument where
all who visit the site may be re-
minded of its historic signifi-
cance for years to come. Sand-,
stone is rarely found in this part|
of the state; however at the State:
Forest west of Corydon was found |
the sandstone used

tion of the marker. -

two years have had|

for cqpstruc— l dall.

The Corydon organizations
which sponsored the new monu-
ment and marker are: :
DA R
. Tri Kappa.

. Phi Beta Psi.

. Legion Auxiliary.

. American Legion.

. Chamber of Commerce.

. Harrison County Historical
Society. i

Land for the additional space
required around the monument
‘was deeded to the State by the
late B. F. Hurst and by the Town
of Corydon.

The construction of the sand-
stone monument was started in
August 1936 and was completed
in March 1937, The stone was
quarried at the State Forest Re-
serve by CCC Co. 517 under the
superintendence of Dewey N.
Hickman. The stone was dress-
ed at the quarry and was hauled

=1 o5 U1 L0 B

to the site by CCC enrollees in

army trucks. The construction
was by Federal government WPA
labor superintended by Alva 'I'in-

“New Bronze Marker Placed on Constitution Elm

Monument,” Corydon Democrat, 12 January 1938.
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OLD ELM GETS “SHOT” OF CREOSOTE

The Constitution Elm is Eetting a “shot”,—not in the arm but
In what remains of the trunk, After several months of planning ard

can Revolution completed arrangements, under order of the Indiana
Departiment of Conservation which has charge of the elm and its
marker, for t.reating the old stump: with g Preservative. Willard

“Old Elm Gets Shot of Creosote,” Corydon Democrat, 25 December 1946.
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Rotary Notes ]

Court House Of |
1816 Was Renled |
Near Elm Tree, Funk

Delegates to the First Constitu-
tion Convention of Indiana may
have met under the Elm in 1816
because the Harrison County
Court House was actually a rent-
ed cabin on the northwest corner
of what is now High Street and
Capitol Avenue, Historian Arville
1. Funk said in an address at the
Rotary luncheon Tuesday at The
Ideal Restaurant.

The big elm tree was practical-
ly in the back yard of the build-
ing. The cabin used as the court
house was on the corner where the
three-story residence of Mrs.
Myron T. Davis now stands. The
cabin was built by a Mr. Pope, an
early builder and real estate own-
er here, who leased it to the coun-
ty for use of elected officials.

The Indiana Territory govern-
ment used the famed building,
later the first state capitol in 1816.

This, and other information
about property and early build-
ings in Corydon were reviewed by
Mr. Funk Tuesday. Although Lot
Number One and other real es-
tate among the first - plotted part
of the town were in the north part
of town, north of High Street, the
first “public square” took in the
area bounded by Elm Street on
the East and Oak Street on the
west, now occupied by Indiana’s
First Capitol, the present Court
Eouse, County Jail, The Corydon
State Bank and other buildings.

Most of the first good residences
in Corydon were built on East
Walnut Street, The first gover-
nor’s mansion was on Walnut
Street, just across the street from
the present site of the parsonage
of the EUB Church. Governor
Jonathan Jennings, whose home
was at Charlestown, resided in
the Governor’s Mansion although
he did not own it, Mr. Funk point-
ed out.

Club President Joe E. Siepro
announced that plans are being
made for a joint Ladies Night
Dinner with the New Albany
Rotary Club in New Albany in
May.

Bernie Smith of Louisville was
a guest of Eldo Mauck. Bruce
Windell and Kevin Kitterman,
CCHS, were again junior Rotarian
guests.

“Court House of 1816 Was Rented near EIm Tree, Funk,” Corydon Democrat, 26 April 1967.
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By LENORE LAHUE

Around the beginning of the
nineteenth century the Westfalls
and the Lanes came to the little
settlement of Corydon looking for
a place to build their cabins. Up
the hill to the north and slightly
to the west of the main part of
town, they found a spot shaded
by a wide-spreading elm, A creek
wandered along the west side of
this site. A spring bubbled out of
the rocks nearby, promising a
plentiful supply of water. A small
limestone cave could be used for
a cellar., So they built their cabins
near the giant tree. There were
other elms round-about, but none
80 large or so well-situated as
this one,

Then came June 1816, Indiana
was trying to lift itself from its
rank as a territory into statehood.
The 48 delegates, who came to
Corydon to make a state constitu-
tion, were crowded into the court
house down on the Square, The
weather was hot, the air was thick
and heavy. The sun beamed down
on the little stone building where
they sat. Finally, with one accord
those delegates moved out and up
the hill to the grateful shade of
the big elm, and there continued
the work on the constitution. That
is how the lusty, sprawling tree
on High Street came to be called
the Constitution Elm.

The years went by, Children grew
up and moved away. Early settlers
grew old and died. Others lived
in the log houses in the shade of
the Constitution Elm. Indianapolis
had become the capital of the
state. Corydon was just a county
seat among the hills of southern
Indiana. But the big elm leafed
out every spring, spreading itself

Statehood Lives 0

THE CONSTITUTION ELM, under which Hoosier Legislators
sat to draw up the lst State Constitution, appeared thus in an
early photo. Today only the trunk of the stately elm stands in a
roofed enclosure on High Street in Corydon, Indiana, 1st State
Capital. The remainder of the wood was used to produce momentos

Constitution Elm -- Symbol Of Indiana’s
In Enshrined By DAR

that are still available,

Why not the Constitution Elm?
There were & number of chapters
in United States named for trees
(16 at one time), and any of them
might have shaded -constitution
makers. So, to be specific, the
chapter limited the name to Ind-
iana by way of the well-loved
nickname,

Having named itself for the
tree, the chapter became the self

higher and wider.

A hundred years came and went.
Then in the fall of 1908 a group
of sixteen Corydon women band-
ed together to organize a chapter
of Daughters of the American Re-
volution. The chapter had to be
named. It seemed wise to choose a
name with historic interest. The
two most important spots of such
interest were the elm and the

ted guardian of the old

giant. As a special attention the
ladies had a large sandstone bould-
er brought in from the hills, plac-
ed a tablet upon it to explain the
significance of the tree to the
state and dedicated the stone with
appropriate ceremonies on an Oc-
tobér day in 1915.

But the tree was old and began
showing the infirmities of age.

Capitol. The two names proposed
were The Hoosier. Elm and Ye O

Capitol. A vote was taken and The
Hoosier Elm received the majority.

It requires that
- *--ahiding, res-
e TRl —

“marican people.

The beetl ttacked it and the
quzters had it sprayed — an
expensive job. Dead limbs had to
be removed. Other limbs drooped
and had to be propped up to pre-
vent damage to buggy tops. The

top of & Ford was torn by a low-

hanging branch and the owner
ithreatened the Daughters with a
lawsuit,

In spite of all the attention it
received the tree showed definite
failure in foliage in 1924, and in
the spring of 19256 came the an-
nouncement, “The Tree is dead.”

Again a DAR committee met
with the town board — as it had
80 many times — to discuss the
removal of the tree. It was agreed
that the Daughters would super-
intend the cutting and take charge
of all the timber. The board would
share the cost of cutting.

The work was done as planned.
The wood was hauled away and
stored, thirty-four wagon loads
in 28 different places in and ar-
ound Corydon. Several loads were
hauled to the Keller plant to be
sawed into boards that would be
used in making souvenirs. Cand-
lesticks, book-ends, canes, gavels
and smaller articles have been
made of this wood and sold wide-
ly. Gavels have been the best sel-
lers.

The Daughters had an umbrella-

like roof built over the 20-foot,
high stump, of the tree to protect
it from the weather. Then in 1934,
they, working through the Indiang
Conservation Department, were in+
strumental in getting a permanent
strueture erected by the W.P.A,
arpund the stump, The sandstone
for the structure was quarried in
the Harrison County State For-
est. The stone masonry work was
completed in 1937. Donating mo-
ney for the bronze tablet whiel

explains the memorial were the
DAR, Tri Kappa, Phi Beta Psi,
the American Legion and Auxili-'
ary, the Corydon Chamber of Com-
merce and the Harrison County |
Historical Society. i

The Constitution Elm was esti-

mated to have begun its existence
about 1740. Dying in 1925, its pro~
bable age was 185 years. It meas: |
ured 132 feet in its spread of |
branches, was 50 feet high and its |
trunk was five feet in diameter, |
This giant tree, the most famous ||
in Indiana, has been called, “The |
Grand Old Monarch of the Fore: j

Kingdom.”

“Constitution ElIm Symbol of Indiana’s Statehood Lives on Enshrined by DAR,” Corydon Republican, 22 February 1968.
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TIIE Constitution Elm in Corydon had an
illustrious history, but fell a victim of time In
June, 1816, when framers of the Indiana Con-
stitution gathered for 20 hot days in Corydon, it
is said that they mel under this tree and that
its branches, which spread 132 feet, could bathe
all the delegates in shade. Now the tree is gone,
memorialized in a stone canopy with a marker
But photographs of the old days around the elm
and elsewhere in Corydon remain as a remin-
der of that historic era.

Af1c/30 s774 Indlans State Ligsary

Its leaves were falling in August,
1912, when photo cbove was fckan.
Today (left) the aim’s stubby re-
mains ore enshrined in o limestone
monument. Below is bronze tcbiet
at free’s bose erected in 1915
ot B

> 5

“Back When,” Indianapolis Star Magazine, 30 April 1978.
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The plaque is back

Some Corydon students stogped High Street aft hool
Friday to look at the newly re nishgc? 'plx:f]ue thr::' isenetzﬁ’;cs the

Constitution Elm. The plaque was put back in its place at the
base of the elm trunk by Indiana State Historical Site workers
Friday. The children are, from left, Corey Crawford, Adam

Muncie and Levi Cunningiiam.

“The Plaque is Back,” Corydon Democrat, 15 April 1998.
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Corydon residents push for state to save historic Constitution Elm -
Sep H-J L‘UUI'Iﬁr—JOUrnﬂI.(‘I‘JI‘I'I
Indiana historical officials are searching for an expert to help them determine how to save the Constitution Elm,
the long-dead section of tree that shaded early Hoosiers in Corydon as they wrote the state constitution.

What's left of the elm is rapidly deteriorating from insect and weather damage — and several Harrison County
residents worry that it may not survive until the state’s bicentennial celebration in 2016.

“The problem we have is what was done in the past,” said Bruce Beesley, vice president of state historical sites
under the Indiana State Museum, which oversees the Corydon Capitol site that includes the elm.

The live tree stood more than 50 feet high and spread 130 feet a few blocks north of where the original state
capitol building was erected in downtown Corydon. Under its leafy limbs in 1816, according to state historical
accounts, 43 delegates from the Indiana territory met in sweltering June heat to craft the constitutional documents,

Disease killed the tree in 1925, and large chunks were sold as souvenirs. A part of the trunk was placed in a
sandstone shelter on High Street in 1937, and it remains a popular stop for history buffs, tourists and school
groups.

But sometime in the interim, perhaps in the 1960s, the tree was coated with black creosote — the substance used
to preserve railroad ties and telephone poles. It’s also believed that holes were drilled into the truck to inject the
popular wood preservative.

Use of the chemical compound has been restricted in recent years because it's highly toxic and scientists have
found that exposure can cause cancer.

Al the urging of Corydon lawyer Marian Pearcy and members of the Hoosier Elm Chapter of the Daughters of the
American Revolution, state officials launched an effort last spring to examine the tree and develop a plan for
preserving it.

That's a work in progress, but “we're on it,” Beesley said.

Last Wednesday, about 25 residents showed up at the High Street structure to show their support when Beesley
visited to see the tree. They also helped arrange for Bob Rumple, a Duke Energy employee, to use a bucket truck
to take pictures of the wood and the shelter roof to aid the state’s examination.

The question has been whether the roof is leaking and contributing to deterioration, Pearcy said,

The good news was that the rubber-membrane roof atop the sandstone shelter is actually in good shape,
considering its age. The photos showed there's some aluminum flashing that may need some work, Beesley said
Monday.,

As for the black-painted wood, the state museum hopes to enlist a wood specialist, perhaps someone who has
worked with Native American totem poles, to examine it and make recommendations. “Everybody’'s goal is 1o
save it for the state bicentennial in 2016," Beesley said.

Once there’s been a thorough analysis of condition of the wood and the shelter, the state museum will develop a
plan and hold a public meeting in Corydon to lay out the findings, he said.

There's no predicting when that will happen because “people who do this kind of thing can’t just drop everything”

age | of 2

“Corydon Residents Push for State to Save Historic Constitution EIm,” Courier-Journal., 10 September 2012 (1 of 2).
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and come 1o Indiana, Beesley added.

Even though the tree is in bad shape. and the shelter looks dated and a bit “ugly.” it's an imporant monument,
Pearcy said. adding that “this is where the constitution was written.”

“It"s part of our history,” agreed Diane Cooper, owner of a spa and salon across the street from the site. “You can’t
believe how many people stop by to see that.”

The state needs to devise more far-reaching plans, even if the wood can’t be saved, said Maryland Austin, a
Corydon lawyer and DAR member.

“I feel certain there’s some way ... that a casting could be made, in bronze or something,” Austin said. “'1t should
be preserved, perhaps in a more elegant state than it is today.”

Reporter Grace Schneider can be reached at 812-949-4040.

“Corydon Residents Push for State to Save Historic Constitution Elm,” Courier-Journal., 10 September 2012 (2 of 2).
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Source: The Corydon Democrat

Remove Images

Preserving the Elm
State seeks expert advice for historic tree's remains

by Alan Stewart
September 11, 2012

Last week, one of the biggest rumors circulating about the Constitution Elm wasn't that it had died from Dutch Elm disease (it
hadn't; according to a DNA test a couple of years ago, it actually died from Elm Phloem Mecrosis). The rumor was actually that
the state of Indiana didn't care about a piece of Indiana history.

Unlike the Dutch Elm rumor, the Elm is not going anywhere.

Officials with the Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites last Wednesday afternoon joined more than 20 other people to watch
Bob Rumple and Duke Energy donate their time to climb into a bucket truck and photograph the Elm's remaining trunk and the
roof of the sandstone structure that surrounds the Elm to see what additional preservation efforts could be made at the site.,

As nearly every fourth-grader in Harrison County and other Indiana counties is taught, when the federal government moved to
grant Indiana statehood in 1816, the prospective state needed a constitution. That's when 43 delegates convened at the
Statehouse in Corydon in June 1816 to draft the charter.

The summer session was so hat that the delegates sought refuge in the shade under the giant elm — estimated to have been a
seedling in 1740 - and drafted the first constitution for the state,

In 1916, beetles first attacked the tree and, by 1924, the tree was dead. A few leaves sprouted the following spring, but they
died before reaching maturity, At its peak, the tree was about 50 feet tall, had a trunk diameter of five feet and a spread of
about 132 feet.

A few years after it died, the tree was pruned down by Godfrey Faith, Gilbert Chambers and Perry Huntsinger at a cost of
551.50 and 34 wagon loads of wood were taken to 28 sites in and around Corydon; an eight-panel, sloped roof with asphalt
shingles was placed atop the remains. The roof stayed in place until the current, giant sandstone structure was built in 1936,

At some point, not only was the entire tree covered with creosote, creosote was also injected into holes drilled into the trunk.
The holes were then covered over. There are also places in the tree that have been patched with concrete and plaster.

Other than that, not much else is known about preservation efforts for the Elm, Link Ludington, chief of historic preservation,
said last week.

‘I've been in this position seven years and have done a lot of research into it, but I'm not able to find much else that has been
done to preserve the tree, and that's why we're here today," Ludington said.

Last week's examination of the roof — the first in at least a decade — showed a rubber membrane covering with copper flashing
and some dead leaves near a drain located on the southeast corner. A football was also spotted on the roof of the structure.

Ludington explained that the state has been working on preserving the Elm for a while and only recently has taken the actual
steps to look for the expertise to find what can be done after the tree remains have been examined.

“Back last spring, we had a team here and took samples, and a big problem is that things that were done when the trunk was
preserved were the best that they knew of at the time. Years ago, they apparently impregnated this thing with creosote, used
some concrete to make it more structurally stable and it's got other coatings painted on it. The key is what can we do from
here?” Bruce Beesley, vice president for historic sites with the Indiana State Museum, said. "It's a process. It takes a long time,
If you call an expert, they aren't necessarily going to drop everything they do to come to Corydon. We have to wait and do the
best we can. We appreciate the community's interest, and we want them to know we're on it, but we also want to point out
that it takes time. It takes a lot of time. We have the same goal they do, which is to have this looking the best it can for the
bicentennial” in 2016.

weesisy 3a1d the state will develop a plan, find out the cost (some money has already been budgeted for the project) and then
go from there. A public meeting will take place in Corydon to discuss the plan, how they came up with it and why they are

doing it, he said.

“You just do what the best you know to do at the time. After we do this, maybe 75 years from now somebody will ask 'What was
Beesley thinking? Idiot!’ " Beesley said. "We're on it. It just takes a long time. It's not unusual for us to have a project that lasts

two or three years. I'm not saying this is going to last that long. We just want to make sure it's done right.”

“Preserving the Elm,” Corydon Democrat, 11 September 2012.
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Elm is focus of effort

Disease killed the tree in
1925, and large chunks were
sold as souvenirs. A of the
trunk was placed in a sand-

cancer.

At the urging of Corydon
lawyer Marian Pearcy and
members of the Hoosier Elm

Historic tree in Corydon deteriorating
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As for the black-painted Indwm.Baesley added. perhaps in a more elegant
wood, the state museum Even though the tree is  state than it is today.”
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“Saving Constitution Elm is Focus of Effort,” Courier-Journal, 11 September 2012.
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APPENDIX E. HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS







1893 photograph of Harrison County officials seated beneath the Constitution EIlm.

Source: Photographic files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana.



June 1893 photograph of “The Small Pox Crowd” seated beneath the Constitution Elm.

Source: Photographic files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana.
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Postcard postmarked February 14, 1900.

Source: Photographic files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana.
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1902 photograph of the Constitution Elm.

Source: Photographic files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana.

E-4



Photograph of the Constitution EIm that appeared in the 1906 Historic Atlas of Harrison County, Indiana.

Source: Photographic files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana.
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August 31, 1911 photograph of the Constitution EIm.

Source: Corydon Democrat, 16 September 1970.

August 31, 1911 photograph of the Constitution EIm.

Source: Monday Shopper, 4 March 1991.
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Image from a postcard postmarked February 26, 1912.

Source: Corydon Democrat, 20 June 1994.



Circa 1900 photograph of the Constitution EIm and Daniel Lane House.

Source: Corydon Democrat, 25 February 1970.
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Circa 1910 photograph taken by Frank Mowrer.

Source: Larry Ordner, A Place to Belong: Images of Corydon, Indiana, 1850-
1975 (Louisville, Ky: Harmony House Publishers, 2000).

1909 photograph of the Jeffersonville DAR beneath the Constitution EIm.

Source: Larry Ordner, A Place to Belong: Images of Corydon, Indiana, 1850-
1975 (Louisville, Ky: Harmony House Publishers, 2000).
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1914 photograph of Presbyterian church members seated beneath the Constitution EIm.

Source: Photographic files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy,
Corydon, Indiana.

Postcard of the Constitution Elm, postmarked 1914.

Source: Photographic files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana.
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Circa 1913 photograph beneath the elm.

Source: Larry Ordner, A Place to Belong: Images of Corydon, Indiana, 1850-1975
(Louisville, Ky: Harmony House Publishers, 2000).
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1920 photograph of the Harrison County Teachers’ Institute.

Source: Corydon Democrat, 12 January 2005.
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Photograph of the Constitution EIm, facing southwest.

Source: 25 June 1922, Louisville Courier-Journal.

E-13



September 20, 1923 photograph of the Constitution EIm.

Source: Corydon Democrat, 27 January 1999.
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Circa 1925 photograph of the elm after its death.

Source: Photographic files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana.
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1925 photograph of the Constitution elm after its death.

Source: Photograph files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy,
Corydon, Indiana.
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August 1925 photograph of the elm after its branches were cut down.

Source: Frederick Porter Griffin, The Story of Indiana’s Constitution EIm, Corydon, Indiana,
June 1816 (Corydon, Ind.: Dogwood Printing, 1974).

August 1925 photograph of the elm after its branches were cut down.

Source: Frederick Porter Griffin, The Story of Indiana's Constitution Elm, Corydon, Indiana, June
1816 (Corydon, Ind.: Dogwood Printing, 1974).
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August 1925 photograph of the branches being cut down and the wood hauled away.

Source: Frederick Porter Griffin, “The Constitution Elm, Corydon, Indiana,” Indiana
History Bulletin 46:6 (June 1969).

August 1925 photograph of limbs from the elm being hauled away by mule drawn
wagons.

Source: Frederick Porter Griffin, “The Constitution Elm, Corydon, Indiana,” Indiana
History Bulletin 46:6 (June 1969).
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1927 photograph by Frank M. Hohenberger of the DAR shelter.

Source: Frank M. Hohenberger Photographic Collection, Indiana University Digital
Library, http:/www.dlib.indiana.edu/).
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1936 photograph of the Constitution Elm Monument under construction.

Source: Larry Ordner, A Place to Belong: Images of Corydon, Indiana, 1850-
1975 (Louisville, Ky: Harmony House Publishers, 2000).
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Circa 1936-1937 photograph of construction of the Constitution EIm monument.

Source: Frederick Porter Griffin, The Story of Indiana's Constitution Elm, Corydon,
Indiana, June 1816 (Corydon, Ind.: Dogwood Printing, 1974

January 1938 photograph of the completed Constitution EIm monument.

Source: Frederick Porter Griffin, The Story of Indiana's Constitution EIm, Corydon,
Indiana, June 1816 (Corydon, Ind.: Dogwood Printing, 1974
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CONSTITUTION EIM, CORYDON, IND.

1938 photograph of the completed Constitution EIm Monument.

Source: Photograph files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana.
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CONSTITUTION ELM

Undated color postcard of the Constitution EIm.

Source: Photographic files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana.

E-23



LIM TREE, CORYDON. IND.

Undated postcard of the Constitution Elm.

Source: Photographic files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana.
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Undated postcard of the Constitution EIm.

Source: Photographic files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana.
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APPENDIX F. DRAWINGS







Included within this section is the original construction drawing for the Constitution EIm Monument,
completed in March 1935, as well as updated elevations and a plan view for the monument, depicting as-
built conditions.
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APPENDIX G. MISCELLANEOUS DOCUMENTS







CONSTITUTION ELM, Coarypon, Inp.

This is a part of the historic
Elm tree under which In.
diana’s First Constitutional
Convention met, at Cory-
don, in June, 1816.

%ST TON ELM TREE COMMITTEE
Hoosier Elm Chapter, Daughters American Revolution
Corydon, Indiana.

Circa 1920 Hoosier EIm Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution, Constitution EIm Tree Committee Card

Source: Constitution EIm files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana.
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DAR Record of Souvenirs Sold from the Constitution EIm Monument (1 of 15)

Source: Constitution EIm files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana.
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DAR Record of Souvenirs Sold from the Constitution ElIm Monument (2 of 15)

Source: Constitution EIm files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana.
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DAR Record of Souvenirs Sold from the Constitution EIm Monument (3 of 15)

Source: Constitution EIm files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana.
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DAR Record of Souvenirs Sold from the Constitution ElIm Monument (4 of 15)

Source: Constitution EIm files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana.

,,gg .y%u,lCa&p /@WL’M@Q

27 : ¥ auz
¥ leolk| @52 TL g, 00. 3.0

&f& é.’l 4 L?’B 00 3,00

SR G e»éo'?‘ 573 N @,oa

zgmf,é M)aWd Puv| Wiz d

| Resh %& {74 @%?‘—"» &@dﬂ &mﬁ)._m 0

Seitt i wid D, Whike /7/3()
-%%@W%ﬁ éié)oiad

o s,

DAR Record of Souvenirs Sold from the Constitution ElIm Monument (5 of 15)

Source: Constitution EIm files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana.
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DAR Record of Souvenirs Sold from the Constitution ElIm Monument (6 of 15)

Source: Constitution EIm files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana.
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DAR Record of Souvenirs Sold from the Constitution EIm Monument (7 of 15)

Source: Constitution EIm files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana.
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DAR Record of Souvenirs Sold from the Constitution ElIm Monument (8 of 15)

Source: Constitution EIm files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana.
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DAR Record of Souvenirs Sold from the Constitution EIm Monument (9 of 15)

Source: Constitution EIm files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana.
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DAR Record of Souvenirs Sold from the Constitution ElIm Monument (10 of 15)

Source: Constitution EIm files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana.

9‘.06«:26 /73\5' |
( & 7 ---..’doo ‘ |
s o nl

4 y a—f @ 08 ‘.:::.: 'ALO N

6 B.a. @M&s&eas‘n_-;‘ . / 49

St o L0 A‘/au’
/) el
Plipae. 4 5‘;;2
%30 (,’ 55 ‘ 6‘[@@«7%@ 5 g 4

- Hyoo
‘:f —ﬁiwfwnm { 4

DAR Record of Souvenirs Sold from the Constitution ElIm Monument (11 of 15)

Source: Constitution EIm files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana.
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DAR Record of Souvenirs Sold from the Constitution ElIm Monument (12 of 15)

Source: Constitution EIm files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana.
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DAR Record of Souvenirs Sold from the Constitution ElIm Monument (13 of 15)

Source: Constitution EIm files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana.
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DAR Record of Souvenirs Sold from the Constitution ElIm Monument (14 of 15)

Source: Constitution EIm files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana
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DAR Record of Souvenirs Sold from the Constitution ElIm Monument (15 of 15)

Source: Constitution EIm files, Frederick Porter Griffin Center for Local History and Genealogy, Corydon, Indiana
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WQUULALLUN UN RECALND MWD] O ATATRHTTIONS TO DDPEMISES
(UNDER $5000 ONLY)

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
PROPERTY_Constitutional Elm Shelter DATE: July 20, 1982

ADDRESS on High St. (between Water & PROJ.# ., 398-305
Market Street o~
Corydon IND 47112 7
I/We hereby agree to furnish all labor, materials and equipment to
repair and replace roof and coping stone of shelter structure

in accordance with the plans and/or specifications prepared by the Dept. of
Natural Resources dated: July 20, 1982

BIDS WILL BE ACCEPTED UNTIL 2:00 p,m,, Auvgust 10, 1982

(NOTE : N(_: voluntary deletions, additions or alterations to the work specified
will be accepted unless so indicated in the specifications. Work is to
be bid as specified):

Price for job complete
(S ). Completion of job shall be within 30 days after date

of letter contract.

DATE SUBMITTED:

FIRM NAME:

ADDRESS :

SIGNATURE:

TITLE:

July 10, 1982 specifications and bid paperwork for roof repair at the Constitution EIm Monument (1 of 14).

Source: Corydon Capitol State Historic Site, Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites Corporation, Corydon, Indiana.

G-9



1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

13

STATE OF TNDTANA
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

CONSTTTUTIONAL EIM MEMORTAL

VAUV LAY AN LSS

SPECIFICATIONS FOR
REPATR & REPIACE ROOF AND COPING STONE OF
SHELTER STRUCTURE

SECTION 1
GENERAL CONDITIONS

SCOPE:

This work consists of furnishing all labor, material and equipment neces-
sary to complete the following work:

Remove existing roofing and base flashing material from roof.

Remove and re-set cap stones and copper counter flashing. Provide
additional stone and copper as necessary,

Re-roof structure including flashing as shown on drawings and specified.
Re-set cap stones on thru-wall flashing,

Re-set roof drain,

SITE:

The work shall be performed on the Constitutional Elm Shelter located on
High Street between Water & Market Street in Corydon, Indiana.

PRE-BIDDING, BIDDING, POST BIDDING REQUIREMENTS, AND LOCAL CONDITIONS :

Prior to preparing and submitting his proposal, the Contractor is required
to visit the project and thoroughly familiarize himself with what is to be
done, and existing conditions to be met, Contractor shall contact

Property Manager by phone and make an appointment prior to visiting project.
The successful Contractor will not be allowed any extra compensation for any
matter or thing overlooked by the Contractor prior to the preparation and
submitting of his proposal,

Should any question arise during the preparation of the proposal concerning
the true meaning of any part of the plans, specifications, or other documents
the Contractor shall, if time permits, submit a written request to the
Engineering Division for interpretation. The Engineering Division will make
an interpretation and it will be mailed to each interested party.

All correspondence pertaining to this contract shall carry both the project
name and project number,

SUBSTITUTIONS:

All materials specified are minimum specifications, Materials of equal or
better specifications may be substituted; however, shop drawings and speci-
fications of proposed substitutes must be submitted with bids. Substitutes
submitted by Contractor may be considered accepted only upon receipt of

written approval from the Engineering Division, Department of Natural Resources.

NOTICE OF AWARD:

July 10, 1982 specifications and bid paperwork for roof repair at the Constitution EIm Monument (2 of 14).

Source: Corydon Capitol State Historic Site, Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites Corporation, Corydon, Indiana.
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A. During the period of contractual operations, the Contractor shall carry
in full force and effect all insurance necessary to comply with the
requirements of Indiana Workmen's Compensation Act and of the State of
Indiana.

B. The Contractor shall maintain, during the life of the contract, Public
Liability and Property Damage Insurance to protect him and all subcontractors
performing work covered by this contract frem claims for damage and personal

1.7 USE oF PREMISES ;

A. Control and Possession of all the premises shall remain with the Owner
(State) and the Contractor shall respect the State's rights. The
Contractor shall be responsible for all damage to the Owner's property
due directly or indirectly to hig operations,

B. The Contractor shall be required to conform to all rules and regulations
of the Owner, pertaining to receiving materials, equipment, and the

be held responsible for the actions of all his employees, together with
their confarmance with all rules and regulations of the Owner.

The premises shall at all times be kept in a ggai)and@de:fy condition
ccumulation of debrig be

allowed on the site and the Contractor shall remove all debris from the site

and dispose of same. At no time shall &y material, equipment or tools be

placed in such mammer as to prevent the usua]l usage of the premises by the

Owner. At the conclusion of the work, the premises shall be restored to

the same condition as originally found by the Contractor,

1.9 CopE REQUIREMENTS :

A, All building construction work, alterations, repairs, mechanical installations,
electrical installations, and appliances, shall comply with all State
Building Rules and Regulations, local and Federal ordinances and all such
other statuary Provisions, inspection codes, and regulations shall be
considered a part of these specifications.

B. The Contractor shall obtain and pay for all permits required,

1.10 WORKMANSHTP-

A. The Contractor shall employ only competent employees skilled in this line
of work ismi

u f [ forr i I nstituti [ ment (3 of 1 )
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B. Any item not specifically described, but necessary for a complete and

satisfactory installation shall be considered as inferred and shall
be required.

1.11 WARRANTY:

All new equipment and materials shall be guaranteed by the Contractor
to be free of defects in materials and workmanship for a period of one
year after date of final acceptance of the work, Defects of new materials
and/or workmanship covered by this Contractor, which appear before the

end of the warranty of one year shall be repaired by the Contractor at
no charge to the Ouwner,

1.12 SATES TAX:

No sales tax shall be charged on the bid price of this project. The
exenption number is #690320001-003-0.

1.13 ALTERNATE BIDS:

Voluntary alternate bids shall not be accepted,
1.14 NOTIFICATION:

{ At least seven days prior to beginning work, the Contractor shall notify
. the Division of Engineering, Department of Natural Resources, and Property
* Manager of the date on which he shall begin work on the above pProject.

The notification may be by mail or telephone:

address and telephone as follows:

Division of Engineering:
Telephone: 317-232-4154 or 317-232-4150

Address: Engineering Division
Dept. of Natural Resources
Room 614 State Office Bldg.
100 N. Senate Avenue
Indianapolis, IN 46204

Property Manager, Helen Reas
Telephone: 812-738-4890

Address: Mrs. Helen Reas, Manager
Corydon State Memorials
202 E, Walnut Street
Corydon, IN 47112

July 10, 1982 specifications and bid paperwork for roof repair at the Constitution EIm Monument (4 of 14).
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1.15 NONDISCRIMINATION:

g;iggzgt E(f) EI’J:‘C. 212—9-1—10, Bums 40-2316, the Contractor and subcon-
= qu.a].ifi_ 4 Y, shall not discriminate against any qualified emplovee
performancz ?pE]).:..cant available for employment, to be employed in the
ey il gr }s.(l:ontract, with respect to his hire, tenure, terms
mdirectly’relasrén eges of employment, or any matter directly or ‘
e e ed to ernplqumt, because of his race, color, i—eligim
e g maypéeﬁicmigltﬁgl%nu;t?zt'u?j.cestxf'y. Any violation of this '
enan ion o i i v
and may be regarded as a material breach Ogegiét;;fnd_szfnbed b

July 10, 1982 specifications and bid paperwork for roof repair at the Constitution EIm Monument (5 of 14).
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SECTION 04526
MASONRY RESTORATION

PART 1 - GENERAL
1.01 WORK INCLUDED: (BUT NOT NECESSARILY LIMITED TO THE FOLIOWING)

A. Remove and re-set cap stone.

B. Provide additional stone as necessary.

C. Re-set cap stones on thru-wall flashing with mortar bed and head joints.

1.02 PRrRODUCT DELIVERY, STORAGE AND HANDLING:

A. Deliver packaged mortar materials in full, wnopened bags.

B. Store packaged materials in weather tight structure with floor 12 inches
above adjoining grade or on raised platforms covered on sides with water-
proof tarpaulins for short intervals of time not exceeding 10 days.

C. Protect dry materials and fresh mortar from moisture, foreign matter
deterioration, and bri e.

D. Store units above grade on level platforms to allow air circulation under
stacked wnits,

E. Handle units on pallets or flat bed barrows; do not allow free discharge
from conveyor units or transporting in mortar trays.

F. Protect units from mud, dirt, contamination, staining or other damage.

1.03 JOB CONDITIONS:

A. Protection of work in place:

1. Cover top of wall with strong waterproof membrane at end of each
day or shut down during erection,

2. Cover partially completed walls when work is not in progress.

3. Extend cover minimm of 24 inches down both sides.

4. Hold cover securely in place.

B. Hot Weather:

1. Protect masonry construction from direct exposure to wind and sun
when ambient temperatwre is above 90 degrees F. in shade.

2. Mortar board shall be wet and mortar covered to retard drying out
of mortar.

C. Cold Weather:

1. Masonry when laid shall not be less than 40 degrees F,
2. Heat masonry units to 40 degrees F. and maintain this temperature

on both sides of the wall for a minimm of 48 hours when ambient
temperature is below 20 degrees F.

B =

—
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3. Mixed mortar shall not be less than 40 degrees or more than 120
i degrees F,
4. Frozen sand shall be thawed before use.
5. Mixing water temperature shall not exceed 160 degrees F.
1.04 QUALITY ASSURANCE:
A. Use one brand of cementitious materials and one source of supply.

B. Only masons skilled and experienced in the setting of masonry shall be
employed as only first class brick work will be accepted.

PART 2 - PRODUCTS

2.01 ACCEPTABLE MANUFACTURERS: Premixed Masonry Cement
A. TLouisville Cement Company: Brixment.
B. Kosmos Portland Cement Company: Kosmortar,

C. General Portland Cement Company: Trinity White,
D. Miami Cement Campany: Richmortar,
E. Lone Star Cement Company: Masonry Mortar,
2.02 MORTAR MIX:
A. Mortar shall be Type N 750 PSI mixed in the proportions of one part

masonry cement, and 2% to 3 parts sand by volume, or 1 part masonry
cement, 1 part hydrated lime or lime putty and 5% parts sand. Add
only enough water to produce workable mix, )

B. Mix nortar materials in a mechanical mixer for a minimum of 5 fdtutes
All mortar shall be used within 2 hours after the initial mixing. It
shall not be used after it has begun to set,

C. Mortar for tuck-pointing shall be as follows:

1. Thoroughly mix all ingredients except water.

2. Then mix again, adding only enough water to produce a damp workable
mix which will retain its form vhen pressed into a ball,

Tuck-pointing mortar may be small batch hand mixed,

WALL FLASHING:
Through wall flashing shall be copper fabric type with crimped grooves

constructed of 502 copper between two layers of fiberglass or cotton
fabric. AFCO Products Inc. or equal approved by Designer.

2.04 STONE:

A. Stone shall match existing stone of shelter structure,

-6 -
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PART 3 - EXECUTION

3.01 PREPARATION AND REMOVAL OF MASONRY :

Remove cap stone around four sides of shelter structure roof to a level

A.
bed joint course line.

B. Clean bed joint mortar on top of exposed wall to top of stone as indicated
on the drawings.

C. Prepare cap stone (removed) for re-installation by removing all existing
mortar from stones.

3.02 MASONRY AND ROOF:

A. The masonry and roof work shall be executed jointly as one wnit of
complete work.

3.03 RE-CONSTRUCTION OF MASONRY :

A. Provide additional stone as required to re-construct masonry wall to
original size and shape.

B. Cap stone bed joint shall be applied in two layers with thru wall
flashing and E.P.D.M. base flashing installed between layers as indicated

on drawings.
C. Recess mortar joint to form 1" deep raglet for copper counter flashing.
D. Set cap stones on top of four walls of shelter.

E. Head joints of cap stones shall be tooled flush with top surface of stone.

-7 -
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1.02

1.03

1.04

1.05

1.06

1.07

SECTION 07507
RE-ROOFING AND FLASHING

WORK INCLUDED (BUT NOT NECESSARILY LIMITED TO THE FOLLOWING) :
Remove existing roofing and base flashing material from roof.
Remove existing copper flashing,

Re-roof structure including base and counter flashing and roof drain
commection,

Provide new copper counter flashing.

RETATED WORK:

Masonry restoration.

QUALITY ASSURANCE:

Applicator of roofing system shall be approved by roofing manufacturer,
GUARANTEE :

As stated in general conditions of the contract,

PRODUCT HANDLING, STORAGE AND DELIVERY:

Deliver packaged materials in manufacturer's original, unopened, labeled
bundles or containers.

Deliver materials in sufficient quantity to allow continuity of work.
SUBMITTAILS :

Submit manufacturer's data of roofing, and base flashing materials and
application system to Designer,

JOB CONDITIONS:
Envirormental Requirements:

1. Apply roofing in dry weather.
2. Do not apply roofing when ambient temperature is below 40°F. (4°0).

Protection:

1. Provide special protection or avoid heavy traffic on completed work
when anbient temperature is above 80°F,

2. Protect paving and building walls adjacent to hoist prior to starting
work.,

July 10, 1982 specifications and bid paperwork for roof repair at the Constitution EIm Monument (9 of 14).
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PART 2 - PRODUCTS

2.01 ROOFING SYSTEM:

A. Roof and flashing sheet membrane shall be .060 thick E.P.D.M. (Ethylene
Propylene Diehe Monomer) compounded elastomer by Carlisle Tire and Rubber
Co. or approved equal conforming to the following minimum properties:

Property Specifications ASTM
Color grey/black

Specific Gravity 1.10 + .03 D 297
Tensile Strength 1400 PSI min, D 412
Elongation 300% min, D 412
Tear Resistance, Die C 125 1b/in. min. D 624
Shore A Hardness 60 + 10 D 2240
Ozone Resistance No Cracks D 1149

B. Accessory materials shall be by same manufacturer (or approved by) as the
sheet membrane, Accessory materials shall include but not necessarily
limited to the following:

Bonding Adhesive

Water Cut-off Mastic

Lap Sealant

Splicing Cement

Sure-Seal Pourable Sealer

Backup Rod with Bond Breaker Surface

""Tapcon" Concrete Anchor Slotted Hex Washer Head Type Fastener with
Neopreme Washer,

C. Cant Strip:

1. Pre-formed fiberboard.
2. 45°F,

D. Plastic Roof Cement: An elastic waterproof material that shall not be
affected by long exposure to extremes of temperature, Tt shall form a

thin tough skin on exposed surface but remain soft and plastic underneath.
ASTM D-2822-75.

E. Copper for counter flashing shall be cold rolled copper conforming to
ASTM B370, weight 2002. Cleats shall be copper 2002, 2" width minimm,

F. Fasteners: Bronze nails with flat heads and %" copper washers. ""Tapcon''

concrete anchors, slotted hex washer head type fastener with neopreme
washer .

G. Sealant shall be Sonneborn - "Sonolastic" or equal approved by Designer.
Two component polysulfide base Thiskol provide back rod and primer as
recommended sealant by manufacturer.

PART 3 - EXECUTION

3.01 PREPARATION AND REMOVAL:

July 10, 1982 specifications and bid paperwork for roof repair at the Constitution EIm Monument (10 of 14).
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A. Remove existing roofing, cant, base flashing and copper counter flashing

material .

Remove roof from roof drain fitting and repair inlet and screen.

C. Clean existing concrete slab of all loose and foreign material, oil
and grease.

D. Repair all joints or cracks in slab wider than 1/8" with Sure-Seal
Pourable Sealer.

3.02 CANT STRIP:

A. Install cant strip to concrete deck and stone wall with plastic roof
cement or bonding adhesive,

3.03 ROOFING AND BASE FLASHING INSTALIATION:

A. General application of Sure-Seal System shall be according to factory

mutual specification guide muber J.I. QA3A9AM (4470) October 26, 1978
for installation procedures,

B. The Sure-Seal membrane shall be ,060" thick E.P.D.M. material.

C. Apply Sure-Seal roofing membrane without stretching over the approved
substrate. Allow the membrane to relax for approximately 1/2 hour before
bonding. Fold the sheet back onto itself so that one half of the under-
side of the sheet is exposed. It is essential that the fold in the sheet
be smooth, with no wrinkles or buckles, becuase these could cause wrinkles
in the sheet during installation. Apply the Bonding Adhesive in accor-
dance with manufacturer's published instructions to both the sheet and
the substrate, using a nine(9) inch plastic core paint roller. Apply
the Bonding Adhesive evenly, avoiding globs and puddles. Correct
application of the Bonding Adhesive will render approximately 60 square
feet of finished surface coverage. This is a contact type adhesive and
includes coating for the membrane and coating on the substrate.

Drying Condition: Allow the adhesive to dry until tacky; the adhesive
MUSt not string or stick to a dry finger touch. Roll the coated
membrane into the adhesive, being careful to avoid wrinkles. Brush down
the bonded half of the sheet with a push broom to achieve maximum

contact. Fold back the unbonded half of the sheet and repeat the
ding procedure.

D.  The roof membrane shall extend up cant strip and wall to base of raglet
Jjoint, :

E. Adjoining sheets: Apply adjoining sheets in the Same mamner as specified
aboye; lapping the edges a minimum of three inches. This minimm 3 inch

Splicing: fold the top sheet backabout twelve (12) inches and clean both

mating surfaces at the splice area using clean rags with Heptane, unleaded
or white gas.

= 90 =
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. . . 1/2
ising Cement is lied using a three (3) or_four (4) inch x
ﬁhsﬁfﬂ{mﬁaﬁnt brush ggp a rate of approximately 175 lineal feet o,fh
three (3) inch splice (coating both mating su‘x;faces) » per gallon. e
cement should be brushed on in a circular motion obtaining 1007 coverage
on both mating surfaces; the cement coat must be smooth wlth_no globs
or puddles. Allow the cement to dry until tacky: the adhesive must not
string or stick to a dry finger touch.

Roll the top sheet toward the splice area until the cemented area is
nearly touching the cement on the bottom sheet along the entire length
of the splice. Allow the top sheet to fall freely into place avoiding
stretching and wrinkling. Roll the splice with a two (2) inch wide steel
roller, using positive pressure, toward the outer edge of the splice.

Solvent clean the splice edge, extending at least one (1) inch onto the top
and bottom membrances, Apply a bead of Lap Sealant completely covering

the splice edge, feathering the Lap Sealant with a specially performed
putty knife or trowel.

Lap Sealant application is to be completed on all splices by the end of
each working day. .

F. The roof membrane shall be mechanically fastened to the wall Jjust below the
raglet joint with bronze nails & washers at 8" centers,

G. The base flashing shall be .060" thick E,P,D.M. material, The flashing
shall extend from 3" in the bed joint of the cap stone under the raglet
Joint, down wall and over cant strip and extend onto roof surface 6,

H. APply E.P.D.M. flashing to cant strip, vertical wall and roof membrane

with neoprene splicing cement. Apply lap sealant to exposed edges of
flashing.

I. At tl}e roof drain, the roof membrane shall be sealed with water cut-off
mastic.

3.04 COPPER COUNTER FLASHING AND RAGLET SEALANT JOINT:

A. New copper counter flashj shall overlap b i i
g o i, pelﬁts. overlap base flashing approximately

B. Install bottam edge tight against base flashing,
C. Lap end joints 4" minimm,

D. Fast'e‘n each flashing section into raglet joint with 6 fastener assemblies
at 8" centers symretrically about center of length of section,

E. Provide 2" wide copper clips at 2'-0" i
ey Opp p: Spacing along bottom edge of
F. Raglet fastener assembly shall be 3/16'" x 11 "Ta " i
% PCOnl” masonry anchors with
tempered 20 oz. copper washer wedging flashin into joint. Provide -
mettalic preparation of different metals. = Jome. oviee men

G. Seal joint with backer rod and sealant,

= 11 -
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| S, Slate or Inaiana %f‘\
Lol ORI PUBLIC WORKS DIVISION E14-2034 8/11/82
o L e DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION Req. Date
PURCHASE ORDER Order No. P. 82750334
Date __August 25, |9 82 Torms Account No. 398-305.331
St I~ —l State Agency Natural Resources-3@Q|
Ernie Walker Construction B MWaw, and M. ¥
and R.R. 6, Box 144A Appro. Name . . .
Address Salem, Indiana 47167
L il
Agency Helen Reas
Corydon Capitol Memorial (452)
Department of Natural Resources STATE AGENCY NOTICE. Use this copy of
Corydon, Indiana 47112 the Purchase Order as a Receiving Record.
Fill in the receiving information indicated
below; sign in the spaces provided; and
Ship Via Best Way

forward without delay to: Public Works
Division, Rm. 510, State Office Building. This
document will constitute the Auditor's
authority to pay the claim.

F.0.B. Destination

The State will not allow any price change on this order except by
properly completed change order.

Unit Price

To furnish all labor, materials, equipment and
services to repair and replace roof and coping
stone of Constitutional Elm Shelter, at Corydos
Capitol State Memorial according to plans and

specifications prepared by Engineering DivisioT,
Dept. of Natural Resources.

Project # 398-305

\

As per Letter of Acceptance dated 8/24/82

.

I certify that the items listed above were received and checked by mne on the dae
indicated  All commodities conformed to specifications and were in good condition
except as otherwise noted ’

APPROVED FOR PAYMENT: In accordance
with terms of above purchase order

Authorized Signature of A <
Date ___ —— Sigred ' Laedia gency

. . RECEIVER

August 1982 purchase order for roof repair at the Constitution ElIm Monument.

Source: Corydon Capitol State Historic Site, Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites Corporation, Corydon, Indiana.
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R.R. 6 /Box 1LL &

} .
C[‘K’%/ol[)' /53 Salem, Indiana L7167
CONSTRUCTION REPORT
REQ. No E1L-203L

Order 82750334

A t No. 8-30 03 1
PROPERTY REPORT NO.:_/y.Q Acccunt No. 398-305.33

PROJECT: __ Repeir -rcof of Const. Elm DATE: (0-9- 82 —/[0a2/82

PROPERTY MANAGER: _ Helen Recs WEATHER: wi:_.&&uujc

ESTIMATED % COMPLETION: /0%

WORK PRESENTLY IN PROGRESS? X YES NO

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

PROPERTY: Corydon Czpital

CONTRACT COMPLETION DATE:

0 :
[/ prit ; ‘ e ® /Y
Fep-, PROGRESS OF WORK SINCE LAST R;.PORT. Mg_@%_,lf/fg

P\)l/ -MJQ-J{ZC’QM B - Srpditic . //M@w —

L v

74

= C/)Jgg Zo fhiosneeaiOirce lao? Mefhrd - Ao

'@fv.?/ hsfid Ay Procouse v 0-§-82
' 0

GENERAL QUALITY OF WORK AND IMPRESSIONS: e

POSSIBLE PROBLEM AREAS: oy
DISCUSSIONS:

PROPERTY MANAGER'S PERSONAL ESTIMATE OF DATE OF COMPLETION: _ £ plecsh - 2™ /96./p o

Atb C{uﬂm —
*TYPE OF WORK UNDER CONSTRUCTION*
| | ik 5 16 /6>
___Site work X Roofing
___Roadwork __Painting
___Cencrete i Tile
___Masonry —_Plumbing '
__Carpentvj_y Heating-Vent and A.C.
__Insulation —_ Electric
__ Doors and Windows __Landscaping

___DOther (Be Specific)

State Form 864

October 1982 construction report for roof repair at the Constitution ElIm Monument.

Source: Corydon Capitol State Historic Site, Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites Corporation, Corydon, Indiana.
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CONSTRUCTION REPORT

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESQURCES

PROPERTY: PROPERTY REPORT NO.: 5

PROJECT: DATE: 11/15/82

PROPERTY MANAGER: WEATHER: _ Beautiful- warm/ sunny
ESTIMATED % COMPLETION: 1008

WORK PRESENTLY IN PROGRESS? YES NO

CONTRACT COMPLETION DATE:

PROGRESS OF WORK SINCE LAST REPORT:__Mthine_ﬁnislmd_-_moLap;M__

GENERAL QUALITY OF WORK AND IMPRESSIONS: very good

POSSIBLE PROBLEM AREAS: Bane

DISCUSSIONS:

PROPERTY MANAGER'S PERSONAL ESTIMATE OF DATE OF COMPLETION: finished 11/16/82

*TYPE OF WORK UNDER CONSTRUCTION*

Site work . R
___Roofing

Roadwork Painting
___Concrete = ile.

z::oggir __Plumbing
___Carp iy Heating-Vent and A.C

Insulation —_Electric o
__Doors and Windows __ Landscaping

__Uther (Be Specific)

8/11/78
JML/db

State Form 864

November 1982 construction report for roof repair at the Constitution EIm Monument (1 of 2).

Source: Corydon Capitol State Historic Site, Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites Corporation, Corydon, Indiana.
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Carlisle Tire & Rubber

Construction Materials Department m

Carlisle Tire & Rubber Company -
1

Division of Carlisle Corporation
P.O. Box 99
Carlisle, PA 17013

(717) 249-1000

CARLISLE SURE-SEAL® UNIVERSAL ROOFING SYSTEMS
Care & Maintenance Information

You have just received a Carlisle Sure-Seal® Roof Warranty. The roofing system used contains one
of the finest available roofing materials on the market today.

Following is a list of maintenance information which is recommended for a Carlisle Sure-Seal®
Roofing System. These items will help you obtain the maximum performance from your roof.

1. Keep roof surface clean at drain areas to avoid clogging of drains. This will avoid overload-
ing of the roof surface.

2. Keep all petroleum products off the rubber membrane—solvents, greases, oil, or any liquid
containing a petroleum product to avoid degrading the membrane.

3. Kitchen waste should not be exhausted onto the roof surface. Depending on type and
quantity, they could degrade the membrane.

4. If your roof will come in contact with any chemicals, please contact Carlisle, since some
chemicals could degrade the membrane.

5. Keep foot traffic to a miniraum. Walkways should be provided if regular traffic is required or
if roof-top equipment has a regular thirty (30) day or less maintenance schedule.

6. DO NOT use roof cement to repair or install the rubber membrane—roof cement contains
petroleum products.

7. Temporary repairs can be made with Carlisle's Lap Sealant or any good grade rubber caulk.
Notify Carlisle of this action in writing.

8. Keep roof maintenance items, such as counterflashing, metal curbs and metal pipes sealed
watertight at all times.

9. If you do have a leak, make sure that it is a roof membrane leak problem and that it is not
just a curb, skylight, metal duct work or plumbing leak causing the problem.

10. If a new unit or pipe must be installed through the roof or there is an addition to the build-
ing, contact Carlisle for an approval and coordinate the installation with the Carlisle
Approved Applicator so the tie-in will be in accordance with Carlisle's specifications and
warranty.

The preceding information is for the Sure-Seal® Roofing Systems. There is no maintenance required
for the Sure-Seal® membrane, splice or flashings used in the system. Your cooperation in the mainte-
nance and use of the roof will be appreciated.

November 1982 construction report for roof repair at the Constitution EIm Monument (2 of 2).
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APPENDIX H. ARCHITECTURAL DOCUMENTATION







Monument fagade, facing north (3 June 2014).

H-1



Overview of the Constitution EIm Monument, facing southeast (3 June 2014).

H-2



Representative area of sandstone masonry, facing east (3 June 2014).
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Tooled stone slope detail on the fagade, facing north (3 June 2014).



Representative pier detail, depicting projecting stone courses, facing west (3 June 2014).
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Representative panel of iron railing, facing southeast (3 June 2014).

H-6



Sandstone pier detail at flanking steps, facing northwest (3 June 2014).



Flagstone steps ascending to wraparound walkway, facing north (3 June 2014).
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Northern section of flagstone walkway, facing east (3 June 2014).



A portion of the EPDM roof and sandstone parapet, facing southwest (3 June 2014).

A portion of the EPDM roof and sandstone parapet, facing east (3 June 2014).
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Detail of copper downspout and wrought iron hanger, facing southeast (3 June 2014).
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Exposed concrete roof on the interior of the monument, facing east (3 June 2014).
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Overview of the Constitution EIm trunk remnant, facing west (3 June 2014).
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Overview of the Constitution EIm trunk remnant on sandstone pedestal, facing northeast (3 June 2014).
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Representative floor surface at corner piers, facing east (3 June 2014).
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Representative section of EPDM, depicting ripples and re-sealed joints, facing southeast (3 June 2014).
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Representative cracking and fissures in EPDM membrane, facing northwest (3 June 2014).

Representative fissures in EPDM membrane, facing northwest (3 June 2014).
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Representative example of loose connections and re-pointing, facing northeast (3 June 2014).
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Overview of the Constitution ElIm Monument roof, facing south (3 June 2014).
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Representative deterioration in concrete roof, facing northeast (3 June 2014).
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Representative staining at roof and wall juncture, facing north (3 June 2014).
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Representative mortar patching illustrating overflow onto sandstone, facing southwest (3 June 2014).



Delaminating end of sandstone monument floor, facing northwest (3 June 2014).
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Representative section of chipping and delaminating on the sandstone floor, facing southeast (3 June 2014).
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Biological growth and deteriorated mortar on northeastern pier, facing southeast (3 June 2014).
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3 June 2014).

(

Biological growth at battered upper wall near the northeastern corner, facing south
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Vegetative growth along southern portion of the walkway, facing north (3 June 2014).
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Staining along copper downspout at wrought iron hanger, facing southeast (3 June 2014).
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Mortar deterioration behind downspout in southeast corner, facing southeast (3 June 2014).
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Representative area of railing illustrating separation between components, facing west (3 June 2014).
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Representative example of section loss in railing, facing southeast (3 June 2014).
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Representative area of loss in trunk remnant surface at sandstone pedestal, facing north (3 June 2014).
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Representative trunk remnant surface, facing southeast (3 June 2014).
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Representative trunk remnant surface showing plugged holes through which creosote was previously
injected, facing west (3 June 2014).
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The following pages include records of recent studies and investigations completed for the Constitution
EIm Monument, Corydon Capitol State Historic Site, Corydon, Indiana. These include:

o Selected pages from the Corydon Historic Sites Master Plan, prepared for the Indiana
Department of Natural Resources in September 20009.

e Conservation Report: Monument Assessment, Indiana State Museums [sic] and Historic Sites,
“Constitution EIm,” completed by Andrew Todd Conservators, Ltd., in December 2013

e Ashestos Inspection Findings Report for the Constitution EIm Monument parapet, prepared by
the Indiana State Department of Health in June 2014

e Constitution EIm Monument Condition Assessment, completed by ARSEE Engineers in August
2014.
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Team

On March 18th, 2009, the Indiana Department

of Natural Resources (IDNR) initiated the process
to prepare a master plan for the Corydon State
Historic Site. CBA, Inc. was selected as lead
consultant along with James T. Kienle Associates,
Inc. for site and architectural assessment, program,
concept development, preliminary opinion of prob-
able costs, and implementation recommendations.

Site Locations

The focus of this master plan study is to review
facilities and sites managed by the Indiana Depart-
ment of Natural Resources in Corydon, Indiana.
Sites included in this study are the following:

* State Capitol Building and Square

e Hendricks House Site, inclusive of the
Porter Law Office, Carriage House and
Chicken Coop/Privy buildings

*  First State Office Building

* Constitution EIm Memorial

These facilities are located in downtown Corydon.
The project area is generally defined by Indian
Creek to the west, Beaver Street on the south,
Mulberry Street on the east and High Street to

the north. This area is part of the original plat of
Corydon.

Corydon is significant in Indiana history as the site
of the first state capitol and where the constitu-
tion of the state was written and adopted in 1816.
Corydon is also significant in history as the only
northern location of a Civil War battle. Each of
the facilities included in this study figured promi-
nently during Corydon’s role as the first capitol of
Indiana.

View of the Square from the First State Office Building
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Objectives

The basic objectives of this study are to review
and assess each facility for improvement needs
for continued viability and increased visitation
and revenues. The following sections provide an
assessment of each facility and their collective re-
lationship in the community, a prioritized program
for necessary improvements and enhancements
and preliminary concepts and implementation
steps.

}W il 1k ‘) :
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School groups visiting the Old State Capitol Building

Process Summary

The Corydon Historic Sites Master Plan was initi-
ated with a kick-off meeting with key IDNR person-
nel. This meeting clarified plan deliverables, the
process and a schedule for completion.

On-site reconnaissance and assessment of the
facilities and sites took place on April 8, 2009, this
included meetings with the president of the Coryd-
on Town Council and the Harrison County Con-
vention and Visitors Bureau. The kick-off meeting,
on-site assessment and information review formed
the basis for program definition, prior to initiation
of master plan concepts. The master plan con-
cepts form the basis for specific implementation
projects. A more complete description of each of
these planning steps follows in this report.
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Community Context:

There is considerable local pride in Corydon’s
heritage. This potential provides many local
partnering opportunities. Local partnering will

be useful with the Friends of Corydon, the Local
Government, and the Harrison County Convention
and Visitors Bureau. Because of the location of
the IDNR historic sites in downtown Corydon, these
local partnering opportunities are critical to the
ultimate success of the master plan.

Celebration of Indiana’s bicentennial in 2016
provides a good opportunity for implementation
of Corydon’s capital improvement projects. For-
mation of partnerships and local participation will
ensure the success of these projects. Many of the
site improvements identified in this master plan are
recommended for public rights-of-way and will
require coordination with local officials. Improve-
ments recommended for Capitol Avenue and
Walnut Street along the state highways will require
approval of the Indiana Department of Transporta-
tion.

As part of the on-site investigation and assessment,
the planning team met with the Corydon Town
Council President and officials with the Harrison
County Convention and Visitors Bureau. Discus-
sion with the Town Council President centered on
utility availability and development plans in the
area.

View of the Square looking from Elm Street

Gas, water and sanitary sewer utilities are locally
owned. Duke Energy provides electricity and Veri-
zon is the primary communication provider.

The storm sewers in the area are located south of
the State Capitol square. The only visible drain
inlet is at the southwest corner of the square. At
present, the storm sewers are not mapped.

The greatest single problem in the project area

is drainage. Most of the project area is on the
side of a hill that slopes to the south and to the
west toward Indian Creek. The block containing
Hendricks House and the First State Office Building
has a fall of approximately forty feet between High
Street and Walnut Street. High Street slopes to the
west in the area of the Constitution EIm. As noted
previously, the only visible drain in the area is at
the southwest corner of the State Capitol square.
The square is relatively level, is at the bottom of the
hillside, and collects most of the hillside drainage.

Available water maps show water mains in the
project area varying in size between four fo ten
inches. Water mains serving IDNR historic sites are
located in Capitol, Beaver, Elm, Walnut, Mulberry
and High Streets. Sanitary sewers are located ad-
jacent to the same sites in Beaver, Elm, Walnut and
High Street.

Capito/ Avenue streetscape at the Square
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Maijor thoroughfares include two state highways,
SR 62 (EIm Street) and SR 337 (Capitol Avenue).
Other streets are local collectors providing down-
town access from adjacent residential areas.
Parking on the square consists of angle parking.
Beaver Street and Elm Street are one way. Traf-
fic around the square is usually congested during
business hours and parking availability is limited.
Parking availability increases quickly approximately
one block away from the square at the First State
Office Building and Constitution Elm.

Most intersections have accessibility ramps. These
ramps are older and do not meet current require-
ments. The streets serving the historic sites have
sidewalks on both sides of the street with the
exception of High Street, which only has sidewalks
on the north side of the street. Pedestrian and
vehicular conflicts are especially acute at the Elm
and Walnut intersection adjacent to the current bus
drop off area for Hendricks House. It is also very
difficult for pedestrians to access the Constitution
Elm because of the need to cross Capitol Avenue.

It has been noted in meetings with IDNR staff that
the State Capitol building is the first place visitors
come fo see in Corydon. Wayfinding and direc-
tional signs for Hendricks House, the First State Of-
fice Building and the Constitution Elm are lacking.

There are other proposed and existing facilities in
Corydon that can increase visitation to the State
Historic Sites and include:

* Indian Creek Trail: Multi-phase, multi-use
trail on the west and south sides of Indian
Creek. Several segments have been con-
structed.

* Harrison County Conference Center: This
is planned at the north end of Water Street,
west of the Capitol Avenue bridge over
Indian Creek. The conference center is
located on a former brownfield site that is
currently being cleaned up. This facility
will accommodate groups of up to 700
people. A request for developer qualifica-
tions will soon be issued for a hotel adja-
cent to the conference center.

| i : A i
1 O N ' II ! ! j I i
CONSI‘IMIIONAL‘, J e -'—q M EE - - _H"
Gelmapl, DM g1 HIGH ST,
) rl | e " U s e _l__ 2. I
e - N q B Ty e 1 0r
> i i i : | 1 | I I i
b e T E 1 & LN
[ i |- [ s IO i I I B
BT s T KW e N £
' | e g I v j | ' =
Sy e e TRaw 1 o )
- E f U | e g B - ] I HENDRICKSHOUSE&'SITE | |
i 3 o | i [_"_i ! !
e DERARSHea =l LT 1
| N VD YRS '
L L T T T 1 'L
WALNUT ST. I " 1
| iR s e - | _ |
; L | ll' 3 - g ‘-:i_ S oy
Loz - i o (o |
j i 7. . _} R e
—ll g | Mo | 1 e
rJ- ——_—— T = | [ __—I:: ::::: L 55 Jﬁl__] %‘ -
L ' | FIRSTSTATE » | o e i
o e | L 4 [ | CAPITOL SITE é |“|" """" ] |‘ *9
e Y| | g | R g =
=i 1 b R e e e
= Ty 3
1 : A o ' ) . Bt : |
- = e - - eaes .
— 1 " L
i . : o [ IS [ty
T st 3 .I T '_‘“"'_“‘!- - - -L[ A ]_ IF_ i

Corydon State Historic Sites context map
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* Harrison County 4H Fairgrounds: Is the
longest continuously operating fair in the
state. The fairgrounds are located about
six blocks south of the square near Indian
Creek. A new banquet facility accommo-
dating about 200 people is planned for
the fairgrounds.

e The American Discovery Trail and Ohio
River Scenic Byway provide nearby connec-
tions to downtown Corydon.

The First Presbyterian Church (Wright Center) is
located west of Hendricks House. The building is
owned by the Friends of Corydon and houses local
staff offices for IDNR. Additional programming
and complementary activities should be developed
in the First Presbyterian Church. The Harrison
County Convention and Visitors Bureau is located
across Walnut Street from Hendricks House. Cur-
rently the restroom in this building is used as the
public restroom for IDNR site visitors.

The railroad depot on the east side of Water Street
between Walnut and High Street has been identi-
fied by the Town of Corydon as a site for a poten-
tial visitor’s center. This section of Water Street
has railroad sidings and will need considerable
improvements to the right-of-way prior to reuse as
a visitor’s center. These improvements will also
enhance access to the Constitution Elm.

¥

Existing drainage problems at the First State Capitol Building

Corydon Capitol Building and
Square:

The Capitol Building is the centerpiece of local
tourism. The building and square are located in
the center of the downtown area, adjacent to the
Harrison County Courthouse, which is north of

the Capitol Building and the former Cherry Street
right-of-way. The square is the site of many local
special events including fairs and concerts and
seasonal events. There are a number of existing
small memorials on the square. The most recent is
a memorial built in the memory of Governor Frank
O’Bannon. In addition to the memorials, a fre-
quently used bandstand constructed in the 1970’s
as a replica of a historic bandstand, with Chamber
of Commerce funds, occupies the southeast corner
of the square.

The memorials on the square are primarily located
on the south side of the square. Each memo-

rial has been designed as an individual element.
Additional landscape cohesion needs to be pro-
vided between each of these elements. Pedestrian
access also needs to be improved to some of the
memorials.

Many of the existing trees on the square are ma-
ture hardwood shade trees and provide the pre-
vailing landscape character. A tree condition and
inventory needs to be provided as part of a tree
replacement program, to ensure the continuation
of this landscape character.

There is a lot of daily activity around the square
and a high demand for on-street parking. There is

Indian Creek with the Indian Creek Trail beyond
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First State Office Building:

The First State Office Building was purchased by
IDNR in 1988 from private owners. There was a
‘life lease’ attached with the property sale which
has expired. This building is not currently available
for tours. Interior improvements are currently un-
derway to allow limited public use of the building.
Additional interior lighting will enable night time
use of interpreted areas. Long-term improvements
include public restrooms, a small visitor’s center
and gift shop. The existing building to the north
was added in the 1960’s. This structure faces
Mulberry Street and is above the Hendricks House
site. Pedestrian access from the First State Office
Building is very limited because of the steep slopes.

There is a patio with a small water feature built in
the back yard that was constructed approximately
30 to 40 years ago and is in a state of disrepair.
This feature is not significant to the history of the
site.

The back yard area west of the First State Office
Building is approximately 40 feet higher than the
Hendricks House and provides excellent views
south toward downtown Corydon and the State
Capitol square. This area is conducive to outdoor
gathering activities. Types of activities recom-
mended include small outdoor weddings, recep-
tions and informal picnicking and gathering. Site
improvements need to be able to accommodate
approximately 100 people. Interior support facili-
ties need to be provided for outdoor weddings and
receptions.

First State Office Building north entry

There is an existing sidewalk on Mulberry and Wal-
nut Street. There is no sidewalk on the south side
of High Street. An existing maintenance shed on
the First State Office Building site is located along
High Street north of the Hendricks House. This
structure contains cuttings from the Constitution
Elm. The wood cuttings present a fire hazard in
the current location and should be moved. It has
been noted in meetings with staff that the mainte-
nance shed can be relocated to other areas on the
site.

There are a number of large mature shade trees
on the First State Office Building site, a tree condi-
tion inventory and tree replacement plan needs to
be developed to help ensure the long term pres-
ervation of the landscape character. There are

a number of drainage issues with the First State
Office Building foundation and basement. These
need to be addressed immediately, including water
and moisture intrusion and mortar deterioration to
foundation walls.

The south facing embankment south of the First
State Office building appears to be unstable,
evidenced by minor displacement on surface areas
of the hill and existing retaining walls along Walnut
Street. Soil investigation and stabilization recom-
mendations should be provided, prior to construc-
tion of permanent site improvements.

Constitution Elm:

The Constitution Elm is the most isolated of the
state owned historic sites in downtown Corydon.
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The memorial is on the north side of High Street
between Capitol Avenue (SR 337) and Water Street
next to Indian Creek. The Constitution Elm is a
memorial constructed around an elm tree under
the shade of which the original state constitution
was signed. The tree died in the 1920’s and a
memorial structure was built around the base of
the tree in 1939. Existing property boundaries

at the base of the structure restrict the ability of
IDNR to make additional site improvements to the
memorial.

The deck of the memorial is approximately five
feet higher than the adjacent sidewalk and curb
on High Street. Flagstone steps and a walk wrap
around the west and north side of the memorial
and provide access to the deck. Accessible ramps
are needed. The six foot wide sidewalk area is not
wide enough to accommodate school groups so
most groups currently remain on the busses. Wid-
er sidewalk and pedestrian areas in combination
with a designated bus parking space are required.

Additional property will be required for many of
these improvements. Purchase of a portion of the
property to the west and north of the Constitution
Elm is recommended. This will allow accessibil-

Historic photo of the Constitutional Elm Source: I State Libary

ity improvements and will enable the landscape
enhancements as a suitable backdrop for the
memorial.

Additional projects to enhance connections to the
Constitution EIm are discussed in the Community
Context section. These projects may include Water
Street improvements, pedestrian enhancements
and traffic calming features at the High and Capi-
tol Avenue intersection.

The following charts identify specific facility and
site improvements for each of the assessed sites.
The program elements are derived from the facility
assessments, site reconnaissance and discussions
with ISMHS staff and local officials. The charts are
formatted with identification numbers, description
of the project type or area and a description of the
program item. Prioritization and budgets for the
program items are provided in Section 4: Imple-
mentation.
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Corydon Historic Sites Master Plan
Facility Program
Priority: 1=High, 2=Medium, 3=Low
Area: A = Architecture, S = Site, B = Both

Site: Community Context
Recommended

Iltem Priority ~ Area Program Item

1.A 1 S Initiate 2016 planning and capitol improvement activities inconjunction with local partners

1.B 1 S Identify specific public works projects to be built in conjunction with the Town of Corydon

1.C 1 S Assist Town of Corydon with mapping of existing storm sewers and system expansion

1D 1 S Partner with the Town of Corydon in expansion of storm sewers on EIm, Walnut and
Mulberry Streets

1.E 1 S Initiate planning and design of local public works projects, including storm sewers,
sidewalks, and streetscape enhancement

1F 2 S Construct a loop trail connecting IDNR historic sites with connections to Indian Creek
Greenway and American Discovery Trail

1.G 1 B Install new communications system with security interface to all historic sites

1.H 2 S
Construct physical connections to the proposed conference center and the fairgrounds

1l 2 S Increase cross marketing and promotion of IDNR historic sites in Corydon on local and
regional websites

1J 2 S Coordinate with INDOT for pedestrian safety and traffic calming features to be provided in
state highway right-of-way

1K 2 S Design and install a wayfinding system for all the IDNR historic sites in downtown
Corydon, including phased RFID components

1.L 3 S Enhance connections to the Ohio River Scenic Byway

1.M 2 S Provide new pedestrian bridge connector over Indian Creek to Indian Creek Trail
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Corydon Historic Sites Master Plan

Facility Program
Priority: 1 = High, 2 = Medium, 3 = Low
Area: A = Architecture, S = Site, B = Both

Site: Constitution EIm
Recommended
Item Priority Area _ Program Item
5.A 1 B Reset flagstone stairs and spalled walk and provide code compliant handrails
5B 1 A Verify downspout connection to storm sewer system
5.C 1 A Clean and paint iron support straps for base of tree
5.D 1 S Purchase additional property, to provide accessible route to deck
5.E 2 A Tuckpoint loose and deteriorated areas (5 - 10%)
5.F 2 S Provide connections to local historic sites and trails, include wayfinding elements
5.G 2 S Provide accessible walk or ramp to memorial deck
5.H 2 S Widen sidewalk area to facilitate group gathering and bus parking
5.N 2 A Replace areas of modern mortar with softer mortar compatible with stone
5.0 2 B Replace or repair areas of spalled paving
5.1 3 A Provide accent lighting of memorial
5.J 3 A Clean, repair and paint iron railing
5.K 3 A Clean efflorescence and staining at southeast corner
5.L 3 B Provide directional signage at Capitol Avenue to memorial
5.M 3 S Improve access from Water Street
5.P 3 A Modify existing deck railing to guardrail height
5.Q 3 A Provide flexible joints at juncture of railings at wall and floor
5.R 3 A Ensure positive drainage at railing base supports
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Overview

Concepts for the Corydon State Historic Sites
have been prepared, based on the approved final
program, facilities assessments and site inventory
and analysis. Preliminary concepts were discussed
with the Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites
(ISMHS) personnel on May 27, 2009. Direc-

tion provided at that meeting has been utilized in
preparing the preferred master plan concept and
graphics described in this section.

Many of the projects described will require the
development of partnerships and agreements be-
tween the ISMHS and local agencies and groups.
There are a number of complementary develop-
ments planned in the area. Combined with state
historic sites improvements this will provide an
exciting level of activity for events planned in 2016
in Corydon as part of Indiana’s bicentennial cel-
ebration.

Because of the overall importance the bicentennial
of the state of Indiana has on the local economy,
a planning committee of representatives of ISMHS,
the Harrison County Convention and Visitors
Bureau and local government officials needs to be
formed. The committee will serve as a clearing-
house and coordinator of the many efforts taking
place and will maximize local benefits associated
with the bicentennial celebration. This committee
will coordinate capital improvement projects and
special events and celebrations. Local coordina-
tion and partnerships should also take the form of
jointly funded design and construction of proj-
ects in public rights of way, cross marketing and
promotion of new developments and projects in
Corydon.

The descriptions of the various components of

the Corydon Historic Sites Master Plan include
implementation projects for the overall community
context and specific site related projects. Because
the Hendricks House and First State Office Building
(FSOB) sites are contiguous and share a number
of common site improvement projects, these sites
are considered as one section.

Community Context

Extensive coordination and partnering is required
between IDNR and local agencies to implement
many of the proposed projects. The majority of
community context capital projects consist of vari-
ous storm drainage system improvements, wayfind-
ing and connectivity elements.

Utilities & Drainage System Improvements:

* A memorandum of understanding or agree-
ment needs to be developed with the Town
of Corydon to provide mapping of existing
storm sewers and drains and expand the
existing system to infercept surface drainage
at the First State Capitol site.

*  Outside funding should be sought to supple-
ment local and state funds for design and
construction of the storm sewer system.

* Design and seek bids for construction of
the storm sewer expansion. The system
expansion needs fo extend around the First
State Capitol site to the Hendricks House
and FSOB sites, providing inlets to intercept
drainage before it reaches the First State
Capitol Site.

* The storm sewer system design should pro-
vide for the inclusion of sustainable design
features such as rain gardens, bioswales and
groundwater infiltration to reduce and delay
surface drainage entering the system.

* Expansion of the storm sewer system needs
to consider connections of on-site drainage
improvements.

* Implementation of this project is critical as
many on-site drainage improvements are
contingent on expansion of the existing storm
sewer system.

* Provide study of sanitary and water utilities to
verify available capacity.

e ISMHS is currently in the process of imple-
menting a communications system linking
sites and facilities in Corydon. This phone
system will provide security and a communi-
cations interface to the various sites. There
are currently two options being considered
by ISMHS.

* The first option is to directionally bore the
communications line underground from the
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First State Capitol building to the southeast
corner of Walnut and Capitol Street. The
remainder of the communications line will
utilize existing overhead electrical to the
Wright Center, Porter Law Office, Hendricks
House, First State Office Building and the
maintenance shed.

* The second option is to directionally bore
between the First State Office Building and
the maintenance shed continuing under-
ground or overhead to along Walnut Street
to the southeast corner of Walnut and Capi-

tol Street. The remainder of the run as in the
first is fo continue underground to the First
State Capitol Building.

Community Connectivity:

*  Connections are required between the
ISMHS sites the American Discovery Trail,
Obhio River Scenic Byway, Indian Creek Trail,
the Harrison County 4H Fairgrounds and
the planned Harrison County Conference
Center.
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Indian Creek and Walnut St. bridge

A new Visitors Center is planned by the town
of Corydon at the existing railroad depot on
Water Street. This will provide the impetus
for an improved downtown gateway from
the west. These improvements will require
abandonment of the existing railroad siding
and improvements to Water Street.
Development of the Visitors Center will
provide the impetus for additional connec-
tions to Indian Creek Trail and the planned
Harrison County Conference Center.

A new pedestrian bridge, over Indian Creek
on axis with High Street, is planned to con-
nect to Indian Creek Trail. This span will
need to be approximately 225 to 250 feet in
length. As an option, pedestrian improve-
ments to the existing Walnut Street (SR 62)
can be provided. This will require INDOT
coordination and approval.

Connectivity improvements consist of physi-
cal improvements in public right of way such
as sidewalks and pedestrian improvements
and signage and wayfinding elements. Side-
walks, signs and wayfinding elements are the
primary connecting elements between ISMHS
sites.

These improvements will consist of special
sidewalk and pavement finishes, consistent
landscaping, street trees and decorative
lighting.

Pedestrian connections will serve to fully
integrate the Constitution ElIm Memorial with
other destinations.

The sidewalk connectivity elements will pro-
vide a continuous pedestrian loop connect-
ing facilities around downtown Corydon.

It is recommended that an overall
streetscape project be developed on the
streets surrounding the courthouse block.

The streetscape project will consist of re-
constructed decorative street and parking
pavements. The decorative pavement finish
should be representative of an early 1800’s
street. Additional streetscape amenities will
consist of decorative lighting and site furnish-
ings along the sidewalks. Public sidewalks
will likewise have a historic finish.

In lieu of complete streetscape improvements
surrounding the courthouse square, an op-
tion providing pedestrian calming and safety
improvements at the intersections will be
provided and will consist of decorative paved
intersections with curb bump outs.

These projects will require agreements with
local authorities regarding project funding
and implementation.

Improvements along Capitol Avenue (SR
337) will require coordination with the Indi-
ana Department of Transportation (INDOT).

Wayfinding & Sign System Improvements:

An overall wayfinding system should include
sidewalk connections, site identification,
interpretation, directional signs and parking
assistance.

The use of Radio Frequency Identification
(RFID) technology has been requested as a
wayfinding component. This technology is
used by many businesses for inventory con-
trol and tracking.

RFID application at the Corydon sites include
visitor surveys, visitor tracking and interactive
interpretation of specific sites and facilities

in combination with geographic positioning
system (GPS) equipment.

Eixisting historic site signage

Corydon Historic Sites Master Plan | Concept Development



Each ISMHS site in Corydon needs to have
consistent identification signs provided. Cur-
rently, older bronze identification signs and
newer painted metal signs are used.
Identification signs need to identify the major
facilities and parking locations.

Directional signs should assist motorists

and pedestrians in moving from one site to
another. The use of consistent pedestrian
and sidewalk improvements combined with
directional signs will provide considerable
ease in assisting visitors.

Opportunities for interpretive signs and simi-
lar elements are provided at sidewalk nodes
and curb bump outs at several locations,
including; the First State Capitol, Hendricks
House and the Constitution Elm.

In addition, maps and pamphlets providing
assistance for self guided tours need to be
provided. These could be made available
at many locations including; the First State
Capitol Ticket Building, the Harrison County
Convention and Visitor Center, Hendricks
House, Wright (Interpretive) Center and First
State Office Building.

-

Flagstone walk at the First State Capitol site

First State Capitol Building & Site

The critical issue facing the First State Capitol
building is the need to provide positive drain-
age away from the building.

Immediate repairs should be provided to the
building foundation masonry and gutters and
downspouts to avoid continued deteriora-
tion of the building. These repairs need to
be provided in conjunction with regrading
around the building and provisions for new
drains connecting to the planned expansion
of the storm sewer system.

A fire protection system with the planned
communication system identified earlier is
recommended. |deally the fire protection
system should protect the entire building.

At a minimum, fire protection needs to be
provided for aftic areas.

A new heating, ventilation and air condition-
ing (HVAC) system is needed for the building.
If a new HVAC system is not installed, addi-
tional humidity control needs to be provided
on the second floor to remove water vapor
caused by the gas log fireplaces on the first
floor.

Interior lighting is needed for evening pro-
gramming in interpreted areas.

Various site improvements proposed around
the First State Capitol building will provide
drainage improvements for the building and
will improve the overall visual context of the
building.

Above ground utility structures and storage

Drainage problems at the First State Capitol Building
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Constitution EIm Memorial

Acquisition of portions of the properties to
the north is recommended to provide an
accessible route to the deck and improve the
overall setting of the memorial. The acquisi-
tion of approximately 10 feet of land north
of the memorial is suggested to accomplish
these objectives.

The sidewalk slopes up to the east and pro-
vides an optimum location for an accessible
connection to the memorial. Access is pro-
vided from this point with a sloping walk with
low retaining walls. A small seating area is
at the northeast corner where the walk turns
to the deck. The landing on the north side
of the memorial will need to be raised for
access to the deck.

Pedestrian improvements, wayfinding and
connections to other sites are recommended.
The existing flagstone stairs and walk need to
be reconstructed.

In order to improve accommodation for
groups, an enlarged sidewalk area is recom-
mended in front of the memorial. Addition-
ally, curb bump outs need to be sized to
accommodate a drop off area large enough
to park one bus.

Two elm trees are planted behind the monu-
ment as symbols of the former elm tree.
Alternate tree planting locations can be pro-
vided on the sides or behind the memorial.

Constitution Elm Railings

A ring of decorative flagstone paving is
indicated in a roughly 130 foot diameter

to commemorate the mature spread of the
Constitution Elm. This diameter is equivalent
to the mature spread of the Constitution Elm.
This improves the overall interpretation of
the Constitution Elm and provides an edge
to the Constitution Elm Memorial area. This
commemorative ring extends from the north
property line and continues to the south side
of High Street. Raised markers are provided
at several locations to provide further inter-
pretation assistance.

One goal is centered on a long term need to
maintain the integrity of the base of the elm
tree. The existing stump and anchor straps
are showing signs of deterioration. One
option is that a casting of the existing stump
be taken. This casting can be used fo create
a full size replica of the stump. Durable with
wood characteristic reflecting the color and
texture of the original Elm tree are recom-
mended.

Constitution Elm Stairs
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Other options may include provision of a new
protective ‘skin” offset several inches outside the
existing base with ‘porthole’ openings providing
views of the base and installation of an interpre-
tive station with an etched transparent historic
photographic panel for visualizing the elm as it
once stood. The option chosen for interpreting the : 1

o U THIS TREE L1
Constitution Elm needs to be carefully researched - i OF SIFTY
based on cost, interpretation, and long term care i AND A SPREAD
of the base of the tree. | .

Facility improvements and repairs recommended
for the memorial include:

* Replacement of existing mortar with new Constitution Elm Sign
mortar compatible with the existing historic
stone
* Addition of railings to provide adequate
fall protection
* Refinishing and repair of existing railing
* Provide accent up lighting for the inside of
the memorial

Flagstone Patio

— Existing Right
0{ qu ]_.ine NEW Tree

f ADA Ramp

Plantings

Property Line

A

=)
W

Decorative Pavement

Interpretive Marker

0 5 10
Constitution Elm site PreferreJ Concept m ii
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Overview

An implementation strategy and prioritization of
the various components of the preferred master
plan concept have been prepared to assist the
Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites (ISMHS)
with implementation of the Corydon Historic Sites
Master Plan. This section contains a summary of
priorities for each of the facilities and sites de-
scribed in the concept development section with a
summary of anticipated budget costs by phase for
each of the sites.

The implementation strategy is provided for each
of the following historic sites:

*  Community Context

* First State Capitol Building and Square

* Hendricks House facilities and site

*  First State Office Building (FSOB) and site

e Constitution Elm Monument and site
Priorities are defined as follows:

1. High priority items, of critical importance
to continuing operations.

2. Medium priority items, important to en-
hanced operations of the historic sites. It is impor-
tant to complete these features prior to the Indiana
bicentennial celebration in 2016. Corydon and
these sites will play an important part in various
events planned around the bicentennial celebra-
tion.

3. Low priority items, design features to en-
hance overall operations and management of the
historic sites in Corydon, but are not critical and
do not require completion prior to the bicentennial
celebration in 2016.

Minor facility repair and improvement projects
able to be completed internally by ISMHS have

not been included in this implementation strategy.
Facility improvements such as mechanical systems
and major renovations have been included. The
following sections provide a rationale for how
priorities have been defined for each of the historic
sites studied.

Community Context

Phase 1:

The most critical plan element is storm sewer
system expansion to assist in alleviating drainage
problems around the First State Capitol Building
and the Hendricks House facilities. Expansion of
the storm sewer system will require coordination
with the Town of Corydon and may require some
level of cost sharing. Consideration of sustain-
able design approaches such as rain gardens or
bioretention should be considered in order to help
minimize the cost of underground storm sewer
improvements.

Coordination between ISMHS and local authorities
is recommended, including the Harrison County
Convention and Visitors Bureau for other improve-
ments associated with the 2016 Indiana Bicenten-
nial.

Local coordination is recommended for other
public right of way improvements, such as plan-
ning and design of the loop trail to connect each
of the historic sites and other destinations around
Corydon.

An immediate priority of ISMHS is the installa-

tion of a phone system connecting each of their
facilities. There are currently two options being
considered and which require connection with
each of the facilities. A wireless phone system was
determined to be unfeasible because a clear line
of sight cannot be provided between each of the
facilities.

Because of the critical nature of storm sewer ex-
pansion it is recommended this be constructed as
part of Phase 1.

Phase 2:

Other Community Context improvements such

as construction of the loop trail and a pedestrian
bridge over Indian Creek are considered as Phase
2 elements. An option for crossing Indian Creek
is a shared crossing on the Walnut Street (SR 62)
bridge. This will require bridge improvements to
enable pedestrians to safely cross this bridge and
is dependent on scheduling of other bridge repairs
or improvements planned by Indiana Department
of Transportation (INDOT). Additional coordina-
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tion will be required with INDOT for any other im-
provements planned for Walnut Street and Capitol
Avenue or right of ways controlled by INDOT.

Another activity planned for Phase 2 is implemen-
tation of the wayfinding and sign system. This
component will include Radio Frequency Identifi-
cation (RFID) components to assist with real time
interpretation at the sites and provide interactive
visitor information to ISMHS. Visitors will be able
t dial a number on their cell phone and receive
audio interpretation of specific historic features at
the sites.

Phase 3:

Phase 3 of the Community Context elements is
focused on urban design improvements around
the Capitol Square. These include complete
streetscape and pavement enhancements on
Walnut Street, Elm Street, Capitol Avenue and
Bailey Street. This will require considerable local
coordination with local authorities and INDOT. A
funding option for this project may be use of Trans-
portation Enhancement funds. If it is determined
pavement enhancement on these streets is not war-
ranted, intersection enhancement is recommended
at a minimum. This will enable traffic calming and
pedestrian safety features to be provided.

First State Capitol Building & Site

Phase 1:

The highest priority at the First State Capitol Build-
ing and Square is correction of drainage issues
around the building. Drainage improvements
consist of regrading areas of the square next to the
building and new yard drains connecting to the
expanded storm sewer system. On-site improve-
ments need to be coordinated with off-site storm
sewer improvements described in the Community
Context section above. Additional infrastructure
improvements considered in Phase 1 include
replacement of the electrical service for the square
and the building. Existing service dates from the
1920’s and has numerous issues associated with
current site use, especially special events. [t is
suggested new electrical service be placed under-
ground with subsurface vaults for any transformers
or other service equipment required for the build-
ing or the square.

Systems improvements recommended for the First
State Capitol Building in Phase 1 include replace-
ment of the HVAC system and installation of the
fire protection system. High priority site improve-
ments consist of construction of curb bump outs
and seating nodes to provide traffic calming and
pedestrian safety.
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Phase 3:

Facility improvements are planned for the Hen-
dricks House, Porter Law Office and Chicken Coop
/ Privy as part of phase 3. Major activities will
consist of a new Hendricks House generator and
tuckpointing of the Chicken Coop / Privy foun-
dation. Lower priority improvements at the First
State Office Building will include finishing of the
basement floor. Renovation and improvement of
the existing kitchen garden behind the Hendricks
House is recommended for Phase 3.

[|

]
lil
T

Lo

Constitution EIm Monument

Phase 1:

The project providing the most positive impact to
the Constitution Elm Monument are the loop trail
improvements considered in the Community Con-
text section. Critical Phase 1 activities include pur-
chase of additional property to facilitate planned
site improvements to the north of the monument
and rehabilitation of the existing flagstone stairs
and retaining wall.

Phase 2:

Construction of an accessible monument walk,
sidewalk and curb bump outs, to define on-street
bus drop-off and the interpretive elm drip line ele-
ment are identified as Phase 2 elements.

Phase 3:

Projects identified in Phase 3 include additional
landscape plantings and provision of accent light-
ing for the monument. The need to reinterpret and
restabilize the existing elm trunk is identified as a
Phase 3 item.
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Budget Summary

Projects identified in the above sections for each
of the historic sites are summarized by phase or
priority and by site. Projects requiring local coordi-
nation and shared cost do not reflect the total cost
and include streetscape improvements and storm
sewer expansion improvements identified in the
Community Context section. Minor facility repairs
and improvements identified in the final program
have not been included in the master plan cost
summary as these will be provided internally by
ISMHS. The following table summarizes the as-
sociated master plan costs.

Corydon Historic Sites Master Plan
Summary by Historic Site

Community Context $ 4,533,000
First State Capitol Building Facilities & Site $ 1,232,000
Hendricks House Facilities & Site $ 530,000
First State Office Building Facilities & Site $ 2,331,000
Constitution EIm Memorial & Site $ 308,000

Total Corydon Historic Sites Master Plan Implementation Cost $ 8,934,000

Summary by Phase

Phase 1: Implementation Summary $ 1,688,000
Community Context $ 157,000
First State Capitol Facilities & Site $ 573,000
Hendricks House Facilities & Site $ 368,000
First State Office Building Facilities & Site $ 491,000
Constitution EIm Memorial & Site $ 99,000
Phase 2: Implementation Summary $ 4,186,000
Community Context $ 1,805,000
First State Capitol Facilities & Site $ 313,000
Hendricks House Facilities & Site $ 73,000
First State Office Building Facilities & Site $ 1,825,000
Constitution EIm Memorial & Site $ 170,000
1

Phase 3: Implementation Summary $ 3,060,000
Community Context $ 2,571,000
First State Capitol Facilities & Site $ 346,000
Hendricks House Facilities & Site $ 89,000
First State Office Building Facilities & Site $ 15,000
Constitution EIm Memorial & Site $ 39,000

Total Corydon Historic Sites Master Plan Implementation Cost $ 8,934,000

Cost Estimate Summary
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Corydon Historic Sites Master Plan
Phase 1 Implementation Summary
Area: A = Architecture, S = Site, B = Both

Site: Community Context
Item Priority Area  Program Item Cost Opinion
1A 1 S
Initiate 2016 planning and capitol improvement activities inconjunction with local partners | N.A.
1.B 1 S
Identify specific public works projects to be built in conjunction with the Town of Corydon | N.A.
1.C 1 S
Assist Town of Corydon with mapping of existing storm sewers and system expansion N.A.
1.D 1 S Partner with the Town of Corydon in expansion of storm sewers on EIm, Walnut and
Mulberry Streets N.A.
1E 1 S Initiate planning and design of local public works projects, including storm sewers,
sidewalks, and streetscape enhancement N.A.
1.G 1 B Install new communications system with security interface to all historic sites $ 100,000
Sub-Total $ 100,000
Contingency (25%) $125,000
Soft Costs (Archeological Mitigation, Survey, Soil Borings, Architecture, Landscape Architecture, Engineering) (25%) $156,250

Total Use $ 157,000

Phase 2 Implementation Summary

Site: Community Context
Item Priority Area  Program Item Cost Opinion
1F 2 S Construct a loop trail connecting IDNR historic sites with connections to Indian Creek

Greenway and American Discovery Trail $ 495,000
1.H 2 S

Construct physical connections to the proposed conference center and the fairgrounds N.A.
1l 2 S Increase cross marketing and promotion of IDNR historic sites in Corydon on local and

regional websites N.A.
1J 2 S Coordinate with INDOT for pedestrian safety and traffic calming features to be provided in

state highway right-of-way N.A.
1K 2 S Design and install a wayfinding system for all the IDNR historic sites in downtown

Corydon, including phased RFID components $ 135,000
1M 2 S Provide new pedestrian bridge connector over Indian Creek to Indian Creek Trail $ 525,000

Sub-Total $ 1,155,000

Contingency (25%) $ 1,443,750

Soft Costs (Archeological Mitigation, Survey, Soil Borings, Architecture, Landscape Architecture, Engineering) (25%) $ 1,804,688
Total Use $ 1,805,000

Phase 3 Implementation Summary

Site: Community Context

Item Priority Area Cost Opinion
1.L 3 S Enhance connections to the Ohio River Scenic Byway N.A.

1N 3 S Courthouse Square Intersection & Street Enhancements $ 1,645,300

Sub-Total $ 1,645,300

Contingency (25%) $ 2,056,625

Soft Costs (Archeological Mitigation, Survey, Soil Borings, Architecture, Landscape Architecture, Engineering) (25%) $ 2,570,781
Total Use $ 2,571,000
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Corydon Historic Sites Master Plan
Phase 1 Implementation Summary
Area: A = Architecture, S = Site, B = Both

Site: Constitution EIm
Iltem Priority Area Program ltem Cost Opinion
Architectural Repairs & Improvements $ 2,000
5.B 1 A Verify downspout connection to storm sewer system
5.C 1 A Clean and paint iron support straps for base of tree
5.A 1 B Reset flagstone stairs and spalled walk and provide code compliant handrails $ 31,000
5.D 1 S Purchase additional property, to provide accessible route to deck $ 30,000
Sub-Total $ 63,000
Contingency (25%) $ 78,750
Soft Costs (Archeological Mitigation, Survey, Soil Borings, Architecture, Landscape Architecture, Engineering) (25%) $ 98,438
Total Use $ 99,000

Phase 2 Implementation Summary

Site: Constitution ElIm
Iltem Priority Area Program ltem Cost Opinion
Architectural Repairs & Improvements $ 5,000

5.E 2 A Tuckpoint loose and deteriorated areas (5 - 10%)

5.N 2 A Replace areas of modern mortar with softer mortar compatible with stone

5.0 2 B Replace or repair areas of spalled paving

5.F 2 S Provide connections to local historic sites and trails, include wayfinding elements N.A.

5.G 2 S Provide accessible walk or ramp to memorial deck $ 54,000

5.H 2 S Widen sidewalk area to facilitate group gathering and bus parking $ 6,000
2 S Construct Drip Line Interpretive Element $ 44,000

Sub-Total $ 109,000

Contingency (25%) $ 136,250

Soft Costs (Archeological Mitigation, Survey, Soil Borings, Architecture, Landscape Architecture, Engineering) (25%) $ 170,313
Total Use $ 170,000

Phase 3 Implementation Summary

Site: Constitution Elm
Item Priority Area Program Item $ -
Architectural Repairs & Improvements $ 13,000
5.1 3 A Provide accent lighting of memorial
5. 3 A Clean, repair and paint iron railing
5K 3 A Clean efflorescence and staining at southeast corner
5.P 3 A Modify existing deck railing to guardrail height
5.Q 3 A Provide flexible joints at juncture of railings at wall and floor
5R 3 A Ensure positive drainage at railing base supports
3 S Landscape Plantings $ 12,000
5L 3 B Provide directional signage at Capitol Avenue to memorial N.A.
5.M 3 S Improve access from Water Street N.A.
Sub-Total $ 25,000
Contingency (25%) $ 31,250
Soft Costs (Archeological Mitigation, Survey, Soil Borings, Architecture, Landscape Architecture, Engineering) (25%) $ 39,063
Total Use $ 39,000

Corydon Historic Sites Master Plan | Implementation









3

_.Q

Andrew Todd Conservators Ltd. andrewtodd@telus.net
1215 Miller’s Landing Road, Bowen Island, B.C. Canada VON 1G1 604.947-2617

17 December 2013
IndianaStateMuseums#13-593

Conservation Report

Monument Assessment
Indiana State Museums and Historic Sites
“Constitution EIm”

Obiject: Monument Structure with EIm Tree Remnant,
Location: Corydon, IN (The Old Capitol)
Date: 1816-1936

Materials: wood, stone building materials, mortar, metal braces

= rre

Overall Facing East Overall Facing North ‘

Report: Constitution EIm; Structural monument of stone with wooden tree remnant

Inspection Report:

The conservation inspection was carried out between 17 -19 June 2013 and began with an
overview of the site to get a sense of the kind of environment and potential hazards not
only to the structure itself but also in general terms of safety and security for visitors and
staff. The overview of the site was followed by a more concentrated examination of
details of the wooden elm tree remnant from ladders and with magnification and was




followed by a close look at the stone structure. As mentioned in the following condition
report, findings were noted and samples were taken for the report.

Metal braces across top of elm tree element

Condition Report:

Wooden Element of Monument

The structural wooden tree remnant (the trunk element of the original elm) was found to
be deteriorated with fungal rot, weathered and cracked in the process of deterioration. In
some areas it was suspected that the wooden structure may have been severely affected
by the rot and fungal deterioration. The fungal deterioration has probably been an active
condition for some time, likely as a process at the time of the actual death of the tree. In
areas that were further identified, especially in upper branch components, exit holes from
wood boring insects were noted. The damage from several wood boring pests was
identified. Surface samples as well as core samples were taken and specific microscopic
examinations are being processed and when complete additional recommendations will
be provided. In the meantime overall observations have been made and reveal results
which are interpreted in this report.




Area damaged by powder-post beetles. Surface deposits are observed.
Earlier repairs were noted in the wooden trunk of the tree. Obvious efforts to stabilize the
core material were observed where holes were drilled and left covered with wooden
dowels. It was reported that the holes were drilled to allow creosote to be injected into the
interior of the trunk. It was also reported that drums of creosote were stored in the village
and that safety officers had removed them, many years ago. In addition to the creosote
efforts, surface repairs of cement and caulking compounds were noted in many locations
overall. These locations are noted on the diagrams of the trunk.
Conditions were reviewed from the point of view of both the stone structure and the
wooden elm tree element. It was discussed for instance that the roof of the stone structure
should be examined on the exterior upper membrane side to insure a protective
environment for preservation. A structural engineering report for the stone structure, roof
and ceiling area is recommended. It was discussed that the cracks in the ceiling should be
sealed from above. It is also recommended that treatment be applied to the interior ceiling
of the structure to both seal the areas of cracking but also to supply an overall coating to
the interior ceiling in order to stop the deposits of dusty concrete material which have
been dropping on the wooden elm tree element. A spray on coating of concrete sealer is
recommended and the wooden elm tree element must be completely covered and
protected with a drop-cloth during the application. Dripping from the ceiling on the day
after rainfall was observed and noted to the Chief of Historic Preservation.

The first noticeable condition of the wooden elm tree element is the overall darkened
surface of the monument. Upon closer examination, areas where the black surface coating
had been worn away, a grey natural looking weathered wood color was noted. Some
surface graffiti was noted both scratched and marked by pencil. After a general inspection
was completed, specific tests were undertaken in several areas of concern on the surface.
Core sample tests were undertaken in these areas as well as near the point of contact with
the cross-beam at the top side of the monument. While overall deterioration was
registered in the tests, areas of rot and fungal deterioration were noted where surface loss
revealed the inner core of the wood element of the tree. Acoustic tapping on the surface
noted areas of differential resistance, indicating the soft rot deteriorated areas beneath the
surface. Moisture meter readings were taken in several locations and a stable wood
moisture level of 7-9% was noted in all locations. Locations are noted on diagrams of the
elm tree remnant. Tests continued in several areas over the surfaces of the tree element.
Fills were found composed of cement, caulking compound and fibreglass resin.



Once the lower side of the trunk was examined tests were carried out in the branches.
Here it can be mentioned that | did find areas where wood had completely hollow voids.
The structural strength of the tree was assessed in this area. The dimension of the tree and
it’s stability on the base proved to be solid when given physical pressure in all four
directions.

Downward fécfng plugs. Note gaps and losses of wood at the surface.

Color card records were documented in several areas. Note inset cement fills of gaps and cracks.

Stone Component of Monument

The structural stone monument covering the Constitution EIm appears to be in good
condition with only some signs of weathering on the stone surfaces and on the mortar
especially. Some loose and spalling stone was noted on stairways and floor of the
structure. The ceiling of cast concrete appeared to have some internal deterioration
possibly linked to reinforcing metal corrosion. A quadrangle shape of cracks was
apparent in the ceiling and during a day after rainfall these cracks were noted to be
dripping water. Note, date of stone structure is 1936.

Recommendations
Wooden Element of Monument




A series of 3 treatment option plans have been developed based on the above findings
with subsequent recommendations combined into a written proposal. Cleaning steps are
included in the recommendations. The overall surface which requires cleaning should
begin with dry methods and involve using bristle brushes, brooms and various wooden
scrapers to remove accretions and build-up of particulate matter, especially on upper
areas. Gather dust and particles by vacuum cleaning at same time. The dry cleaning
should be followed with an overall wash treatment using regular water hose and brushes
to clean all surfaces for treatment. Rinse immediately with clean water spray by garden
hose. An application of borates should follow the wet cleaning. A new treatment
application of borate solution (10% Tim-bor) is recommended for the wooden elm tree
element. A sealed Impel rod; (also known as Boron Rod, or Cobra Rod) is recommended
for treatment in various areas. The rods are inserted into drilled holes, various small
diameters to 2" up to 4” depth.

Treatment Option I: Overall cleaning, dry cleaning followed by wash and rinse. Follow
the cleaning with application of preventive Tim-bor solution to the overall surface and
within cracks, and holes in the surface. Three days required for this stage: 24 hours, + 2
hours preparation and site management.

Treatment Option I1: Follow above cleaning and application of Tim-bor with surface
stabilization treatment by infill consolidation of wood by injection of epoxy adhesive into
holes and cracks, seal holes and cracks with epoxy fillers. Five days of treatment time: 40
hours on-site + 3 hours preparation and site management.

Treatment Option I11: Complete treatment as outlined below: Combine and complete
above operations and follow with several applications of solvent wipes to reduce dark
surface coating, apply final protective coating of clear, water based acrylic protective
coating. Seven - eight days of treatment time: 56-64 hours = 4 hours of preparation and
site management.

Detail of iron bar connection of tree to stone structure and detail corner of the ceiling interior with cracks.

Treatment Proposal

It is recommended that the following steps be approved for conservation treatment to
preserve the Constitution EIm tree element. It is advised that a “dry cleaning” of the
entire tree element be undertaken with brushes and a vacuum cleaner. Surface cleaning
by dry methods involves the use of soft bristle brushes and vacuum for pulling debris




from the surface details, cracks and holes. This step to be repeated until the surface of the
wood is clean and particle free. Then follow the dry cleaning with a wet wash using soft
spray with just the pressure of a garden hose and a wash solution of non-ionic detergent,
Orvus, applied with soft bristle brushes. A rinse with clean water by soft spray is to
follow. A wet dry vacuum is to be employed to gather excess water from the floor of the
monument structure. An overall treatment with Tim-bor to the elm tree element will
provide on-going protection for a number of years. While the surface is still damp from
the wash and rinse steps, apply a 10% solution of Tim-bor preservative dissolved in water
by hand operated garden sprayer. The after washing application of the Tim-bor is more
successful as the Tim-bor is a diffusive pesticide that will penetrate further into the wood
when it is wet. Allow to dry. It is then recommended to inject a consolidant of epoxy
adhesive into existing holes in the surface overall. The many holes and most of the cracks
on the surface should then be sealed using an epoxy putty with color to match the
weathered wood surface. At the same time new wood fills should be custom fitted into
the areas of surface loss and also colored to match the existing weathered wood. It is then
recommended to reinforce old repairs with same epoxy putty and consolidate these areas
where required using epoxy adhesive and microfiber filler. Insert Impel rods at various
locations near the base at the four quadrant locations and in similar locations at the upper
levels of the elm tree element. The impel rods should be sealed with custom seals which
can be removed to replace the rods in 4-5 years. Once these operations have been
completed, overall surface wipes with solvent should be undertaken and repeated as
necessary to reduce the amount of creosote on the surface. A final application of a
protective coating of clear, water based acrylic solution is recommended. The
examination included consideration of the need for water repellent coating. Since the
application of Tim-bor is made on exterior wood the value of a protective water repellent
coating is recommended.

As a final note; the use of Tim-bor as a wood preservative has an additional benefit for
structures, it acts as a fire retardant.

Constitution EIm Wood Element

Conservation Treatment Proposal Summary Points

-dry clean entire tree element with brushes and a vacuum cleaner.

-vacuum for pulling debris from the surface details, cracks and holes.

-repeat until the surface of the wood is clean and particle free.

-follow the dry cleaning with a wet wash using soft spray with just the pressure of a
garden hose and a wash solution of anonic detergent, Orvus, applied with soft bristle
brushes.

-rinse with clean water by soft spray.

-wet dry vacuum to gather excess water from the floor of the monument structure.
-overall treatment with Tim-bor to wood element (while the surface is still damp from the
wash and rinse steps), apply a 10% solution of Tim-bor preservative dissolved in water
by hand operated garden sprayer.

-allow to dry.

-inject a consolidant of epoxy adhesive into existing holes in the surface overall.

- seal holes and most of the cracks on the surface using epoxy putty with color to match
the weathered wood surface.




-new wood fills custom fitted into the areas of surface loss and also colored to match the
existing weathered wood.

-reinforce old repairs with same epoxy putty and consolidate these areas where required
using epoxy adhesive and microfiber filler.

-insert Impel rods at various locations near the base at the four quadrant locations and in
similar locations at the upper levels of the elm tree element.

-seal with custom seals which can be removed to replace the rods in 4-5 years.

-overall surface wipes with solvent

-repeated as necessary to reduce creosote on the surface.

-final application of a protective coating of clear, water based acrylic solution

Constitution EIm Stone Structural Element

Conservation Treatment Proposal:

-treatment to be applied to the interior ceiling of the structure to both seal the areas of
cracking but also to supply an overall coating to the interior ceiling in order to stop the
deposits of dusty concrete material which have been dropping on the wooden elm tree
element.

-apply spray coating of concrete sealer; (the wooden elm tree element must be
completely covered and protected with a drop-cloth during the application).

Maintenance Recommendations

Historic structures need on-going maintenance and provision of appropriate remedial
materials to support and reinforce the fabric of the monument. In the case of the
Constitution EIm the annual inspection and cleaning treatment is recommended followed
every five years by upgrades to surface fills and cracks that may occur. Impel rods should
be replaced every 4-5 years and re-sealed again. A complete treatment as described here
should be repeated every 5-7 years and be based on these recommendations combined
with any new developments in the conservation field especially for outdoor monuments
of wood and stone.

(4 4 .

Constitution EIm Monument 19 June 2013 viewed looking north-west.

Conclusion
The 2013 examination and this report with treatment recommendations have been
produced by principal conservator Andrew Todd. Documentation by digital photographs



was made to record the examination. Images have been provided and additional images
remain in our files.

As noted above, historic structures need on-going maintenance and provision of
appropriate remedial materials to support and reinforce the fabric of the monument.

Submitted by: ///%’i"_“ Andrew Todd 17 December 2013

17 December 2013
Addendum in relation to further discussion in Treatment Proposal

As mentioned in my 5 December /13 response to comments on the treatment
proposal, I have made corrections and changed points that were raised regarding
detergent selection. For now, I think I will leave the reference to using Orvus, while
some searching is carried out for a better substitute, if there is one. As | mentioned,
replacement products have not been located, as of yet.

In discussion about treatment lifetime of epoxy, | have reviewed conservation testing
reports, based on references from Jane Down at CCI. Her conclusions are that there
are not too many differences in the makeup of epoxies but testing in industry
especially has found that as a product they have proven to be durable and dependable.
As a result given the exterior environment, and my on-going experience with West
System boatbuilding epoxy, | feel confident in recommending it for use on the
Constitution EIm.

The matter of treatment stability of acrylic coating remains a consideration which |
defer for now while | continue to research the best product for a final coating to be
agreed upon.

An oil based final coating is what | have normally used in the past but | have been
trying to find a water based substitute for environmental reasons. | am interested in
continuing discussion on this matter. Application of a material fixative to the concrete
surfaces — inside above the tree to prevent dust/particles from being shaken down
unto the tree below is still recommended.

I have acknowledged in my response that | agree that repointing of the stonework in
the future is a sensible projection for this maintenance step.

I will be providing a workshop program outline for training on-site during the course
of the treatment.

Signed: 7% —— Andrew Todd
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August 20, 2014

Mr. Link Ludington

Director of Historic Preservation
Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites
1400 MSH North Lane

Madison, Indiana 47250

Re: Constitution EIm Monument Assessment

Dear Link:

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

We have completed our assessment of the Constitution Elm Monument located in Corydon,
Indiana. The Monument shelters the trunk of a massive elm tree under which the authors of
Indiana’s Constitution met, debated and drafted the document during the warm summer of 1816.
At one point, the trunk of the elm was reported to measure over five feet in diameter and its
branches reported to spread over 130 feet. The tree succumbed to elm phloem necrosis in 1925.
Wood from the elm was used to create a display case for the Constitution, while the trunk
remained in its original location on High Street in Corydon. In the late 1930s, a sandstone
masonry shelter was constructed to house the trunk, which had begun to deteriorate.

The shelter 1s constructed of rough sandstone blocks and measures approximately 18 feet square
in plan. The Monument is roughly 27 feet tall, with the upper third of each side tapering back
almost six inches. Typical views of the Constitution Elm Monument are shown in Photos 1 and
2. Details excerpted from the original construction drawings are included as Figures 1 through 8.

While the Monument was found to be in reasonably good condition for its age, the time to act is
approaching somewhat rapidly due to the nature of its materials. Sandstone is a sedimentary
rock that forms in layers which exfoliates as the stone degrades in the presence of moisture over
time. Therefore, it becomes imperative to protect the stone from moisture infiltration. While the
exfoliation process is impossible to stop, a proper repair and maintenance program will greatly
prolong the service life of the sandstone, and therefore that of the Monument itself.
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BACKGROUND OF THE INVESTIGATION

ARSEE Engineers visited the Constitution EIm Monument in the summer of 2014 to perform a
condition assessment of the Monument structure. A separate study of the trunk of the Elm itself
was already underway as preparations are made for the celebration of Indiana’s bicentennial in
2016. Observations were made from ground and roof levels. Extension ladders were used to
access the roof level and to provide an arm’s length view of the sandstone. Special consideration
was given to the condition of the sandstone lintels, concrete roof slab, and other structural
elements. Mortar samples were taken in order to verify the presence of Portland cement in the
original mortar. A Fisherscope was used to determine reinforcing steel patterns in the concrete
roof slab. No other destructive testing or sampling was performed.

OBSERVATIONS

The Monument structure is constructed of load bearing sandstone masonry as shown in Photos 1
through 4. Large corner columns support tapered walls. Large blocks of sandstone serve as
lintels to span the openings on each of the four elevations and support the sidewalls above.

As shown in Photos 5 and 6, wrought iron straps were used to stabilize the trunk of the elm.
These straps are anchored into the adjacent stone masonry.

Rough-cut sandstone blocks were used to construct the masonry shelter as shown in Photos 7 and
8. The walls were constructed without metal anchorage and rely on the interlocking nature of the
stone pattern to stabilize the masonry. The majority of the blocks measure anywhere from six to
sixteen inches in depth as shown in Photos 9 and 10. The multicolored sandstone ranges in color
from the lighter brown shades more typical of sandstones to a unique darker brown color almost
rusty in appearance as shown in Photo 11.

Sandstone is a sedimentary material that is formed in layers through intense compressive
pressure. The fine-grained structure of sandstone makes it highly porous and therefore highly
susceptible to damage resulting from moisture infiltration and subsequent freezing and thawing.
Sandstone deteriorates through a process of exfoliation, as layers of stone crack, debond and
shed from their host. Photo 12 shows an example of such deterioration.

As moisture leaches through the stone and reaches the exterior, minerals and other impurities
dissolved in the water are left behind on the surface of the stone as it evaporates. Many times
this is exhibited as efflorescence, as various salts within the masonry are left behind as white
crystalline deposits. Mineral deposits were observed in a number of locations around the
Monument, as shown in Photos 13 through 16. Crusty brown deposits are thought to be related
to the oxidation of iron particles contained in matrix of the stone. Such deposits are examples of
the early stages of the exfoliation process as shown in Photos 15 and 16.
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More advanced exfoliation is present in some the stone as shown in Photos 17 and 18. Some of
these occur at grade level where snow and ice seep into the stone. Exfoliation on the interior of
the sidewalls and within the structural stone lintels, as shown in Photos 18 through 22, is more
problematic. These areas should be relatively protected from the elements. The amount of
staining and exfoliation present indicates a significant amount of water has been infiltrating the
structure and accelerating the deterioration of the sandstone. As the lintel blocks are key
structural components of the shelter, their condition is critical to the performance, safety and
overall lifespan of the Monument.

More advanced deterioration occurs in the sandstone floor of the Monument as shown in Photos
23 and 24. Many of these stones have lost a significant amount of material since the joints were
last repaired, indicative of how quickly stones can deteriorate in the presence of excess moisture.

We were fortunate to have several brief rain showers occur while we were on site. This allowed
us to observe typical wetting patterns on the walls of the Monument. Buildings typically get wet
from the top down, with the uppermost portions of the structure, such as parapets, being the most
vulnerable elements. Wind driven rain further affects the wetting of a building or wall. In the
case of the Monument, the tapered sidewalls wet evenly from the top of the parapet down to the
lintel, as shown in Photos 25 and 26. This occurs on all four sides of the Monument.

As shown in Photo 27, the sidewalls extend above the roof level to create a short masonry
parapet wall. The original copper counterflashing is visible and appears to be in reasonably good
condition. A more recent EPDM roof membrane is also visible. The roof tapers to a single drain
on the southeast corner, as shown in Photo 28. A copper drainpipe is visible on the interior of
the Monument and is secured to the southeast column. Wet mortar joints were observed near the
roof drain as shown in Photo 29. Staining on the interior of the masonry in this location, shown
in Photo 30, is most likely related to a leak around the roof drain.

The short stone parapet is topped with a thin layer of cementitious material, shown in Photo 31,
which was not called for on the original construction drawings. It may be an early repair attempt
to minimize water infiltration through the top of the wall. The copper counterflashing is set into
a mortar joint, which was typically found to be cracked as shown in Photo 32. Cracks in the
cementitious coating allow moisture to penetrate the wall and eventually leads to larger failures
in the cap as shown in Photos 33 and 34. Fiber reinforcement was found within the coating as
shown in Photo 35. The reinforcing fibers were found not to contain asbestos. Test results are
included as Appendix A. The cementitous coating was found to vary in thickness, but was
typically found to measure less than a quarter inch in thickness. Any cement-based material that
thin will have a short service life in this type of application.

Several skyward facing cracks were found within the sandstone as shown in Photo 37. This
allows water to penetrate the stone walls and can lead to displacement due to cyclical freezing
and thawing cycles. As a result, a few stones were found to have displaced slightly outward at
the parapet level as shown in Photo 38.
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Mortar joints in the parapet and tapered portion of the walls were generally found to be cracked
and in poor condition as shown in Photos 39 through 42. The sloping profile of the sidewalls
allows water draining down the face of the wall to be caught and directed back into the wall itself
by the failed mortar as shown in Photo 43. Significant voids were found where mortar had fallen
from the face of the wall as shown in Photo 44. A small metal ruler could be inserted into the
joint to a depth of several inches as shown in Photo 45. Previous repair attempts have since
cracked as shown in Photo 46. The condition of the mortar in these locations is such that a
significant amount of moisture is allowed to enter the sidewalls and further damage the stone and
mortar.

Another sign that a significant amount of moisture is present in the sidewalls is found on the
north elevation where the wall is wet enough to support the growth of lichens and other organic
materials as shown in Photos 47 through 50. The drying potential of this wall is hindered by a
large tree that shades the monument. As would be expected, the mortar joints on this elevation
were also found to be in poor condition.

Cracks within the concrete roof slab were identified as a possible concern by other conservators
during their assessment of the trunk of the Constitution Elm. The concrete slab is supported by
the sandstone walls and columns of the Monument as shown in Photos 51 and 52 and Figure 3.
The slab was poured directly into the sidewall as shown in Photo 53. Smooth river rock was
used as aggregate and is readily visible in the slab as shown in Photo 54.

Reinforcing steel was found to run both north-to-south and east-to-west approximately 9 inches
on center using a Fisherscope metal detector. This compares well with the original details,
which called for bars to be spaced at ten inches on center. Diagonal cracks were observed at
each corner of the slab as shown in Photo 55. Using a metal detector, we found a diagonal
“corner bar” coincides with each of these cracks. Given the age of the structure, cracking
associated with the reinforcing steel is expected. None of the cracks is particularly wide, nor do
they have a significant effect on the structural integrity of the slab.

Each of the cracks was highlighted with mineral deposits indicative of water migration over time
as shown in Photos 56 and 57. As shown in Photo 58, only one location showed evidence of
corrosion. One location, shown in Photo 59, appeared to have an active leak while the others
appeared to be dry at this time. These deposits, as shown in Photo 60, are the remnants of
previous leaks, and undoubtedly occurred prior to the most recent roof replacement. The
condition of the roof slab is not a significant concern at this time. It should be cleaned and the
cracks injected with grout resin to minimize water infiltration.

Moisture was observed on the interior walls beneath the roof slab as shown in Photos 61 and 62.
This is believed to originate through the cracks on the exterior wall and in the parapet above.
Over time, such infiltration will lead to deterioration of the sandstone units and eventually the
stone lintels that support them.
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Evidence of previous repair efforts was found within the sandstone joints. As shown in Photos
63 and 64, this mortar is a darker gray color that stands out from the original. As shown in
Photos 65 through 67, cracks within the mortar joints were common in both the original and
repair mortar. As shown in Photo 68, the original mortar joints between the sandstone units were
quite narrow. Many of the joints in the repaired areas appear to be much wider as mortar was
smeared over the face of the stone. This may have been done to avoid damaging the stone
during joint removal, as pointing this type of masonry is much more labor intensive than a
typical stone building. As with the parapet cap discussed previously, this thin layer of repair
material cracks very easily as the mortar hardens and shrinks as shown in Photos 69 and 70.

The Bill of Materials shown on the original drawings references Brixment, an early type of
premixed cement mortar that contained both Portland cement and hydrated lime. It was mixed
with a sand aggregate to create a strong mortar with good plastic qualities. A pamphlet
advertising the benefits of Brixment is included as Appendix B for reference. Brixment is touted
as having a compressive strength similar to a conventional Portland cement and lime mortar of
the period, nearly 2,500 psi. We performed a simple acid digestion mortar analysis on samples
of both the original and repair mortars and found each to contain about ten percent Portland
cement by weight, with the content of the darker repair mortar slightly higher than the original
sample.

The sandstone floor of the Monument shows significant exfoliation of up to nearly a half of an
inch in some areas as shown in Photos 71 through 77. The stone floor slopes toward the outside
of the Monument in an effort to drain water away from the trunk of the elm. As shown in Photo
78, the sandstone floor appears to have been repaired using a different color and type of stone.
Cracks were also observed within the sandstone edging around the trunk as shown in Photo 79.

A wrought iron railing, shown in Photo 80 and Figure 7, was installed on all four sides of the
Monument to inhibit access to the trunk remnant. The top rail is composed of a c-shaped base
and a curved top section secured together with screws. As shown in Photo 81, water has
infiltrated between these pieces such that the bottom shape shows significant corrosion. As
demonstrated in Photos 82 and 83, damage to the upper rail has the potential to harm visitors as
they unknowingly grasp the jagged edges of the rail while admiring the trunk artifact inside the
rail. The rail extends into each of the four masonry columns as shown in Photo 84. Corrosion of
the handrail has caused minimal damage to the surrounding masonry as shown in Photo 85.

A stone stair and walkway surround the north and west sides of the Monument as shown in
Photos 86 and 87. A significant amount of cracking was found within the mortar joints of both
the stair and walkway as shown in Photo 88. A combination of settlement and exfoliation of the
sandstone units has resulted in a number of trip hazards as shown in Photo 89. Some of the edge
stones surrounding the walkway have displaced. As shown in Photos 90 and 91, several of these
stones may be salvaged and reset while others will most likely need to be replaced.
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REPAIR RECOMMENDATIONS

Based upon the observations noted above, we have developed a set of repair recommendations.
First, a list of individual repairs is generated and prioritized. These priorities are based on
life/safety issues, reducing further loss of materials or historic “fabric,” reducing water
infiltration, protection of the Constitution Elm remnant itself, and overall cleanliness and
appearance of the enclosure.

Priority 1

The steps and walkway around the west and north face present a potential trip hazard.

e Remove, salvage and reconstruct the steps, walkway and edging.

e Replace severely deteriorated stone with new sandstone to match original.

e Incorporate compacted gravel sub-base to facilitate drainage and minimize future
settlement of the masonry.

e Consider installation of a handrail on the west face of the monument to facilitate use of
the steps. Configuration and material to be similar to the existing wrought iron railings.

The top rail of the wrought iron railings has deteriorated to the point they are dangerous.

e Remove and replace the top rail on each of the four railings using a solid cast iron section
to match the original configuration.

e The remainder of the railings can be left in place as this work is performed.

e C(Clean and paint the remaining railings so the replacement/existing work all matches.

Water readily infiltrates the stone masonry above the level of the lintels. This, in turn, leads
to freeze/thaw deterioration of the mortar and stone and loss of material.

e Remove the cement wash on the upper surface of the stone coping.

o Install a new liquid applied material reinforced with fiberglass mesh to cover the
skyward facing portions of the coping.

e Repoint all of the mortar joints on the exterior face of the enclosure above the level of the
bottom face of the stone lintels up. This includes all exposed joints in the inside face of
the coping.

o Repointing in this instance means remove all mortar that has been smeared on the
face of the stone and all cracked, soft or otherwise friable material from the outer
face of the actual joint without damaging the stone itself.

o Install new mortar that is of a similar strength and composition as the original.
This may require some form of “injection” process in joints that are less than 1/8
inch wide.
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e Remove, salvage and reset any individual stones that are loose.
e Remove all organic material from the north face of the wall.

Several pieces of the stone flooring have deteriorated to the extent they collect and hold
water in wind driven rains. This leads to further deterioration of the damaged stone and other
adjacent mortar and stones.

e Remove, salvage and reset the stone flooring.
e Mortar color, strength and composition to match the original.

e Replace severely deteriorated stones. Less deteriorated stones could be reused by
carefully removing all loose material with a chisel.

e Replace “white” stones with sandstone to match adjacent material.

Priority 2

The remaining mortar joints in the four columns, exterior of the base of the enclosure and
inside face of the wall above the lintels are too wide, cracked and do not match the original
color of the mortar.

e Remove all excess mortar and properly repoint all of these joints as described above in
Priority 1.

e The same work should be performed on all of the joints in the pilaster on the west side of
the steps.

Replace any severely deteriorated stones in the walls of the monument.

e Remove loose material from the stone lintels by hand with a chisel.

Clean the bottom face of the concrete deck.

e Scrape mineral deposits from the face of the concrete.

e Power wash the exposed concrete with heated water to remove loose laitance. Water

pressure to be less than 500 psi at the face of the concrete using a 45° tip.

Inject cracks in concrete roof slab with polyurethane grout resin.
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Priority 3
m Clean all exposed masonry surfaces using heated water at low pressure — 500 psi or less.

In our opinion, the first priority of any repair/restoration effort must be to address any public
safety issues. Our next concern is to minimize further deterioration of the structure itself that
often includes minimizing further water infiltration. These items make up the Priority 1 level
repairs described previously. It is not uncommon for Priority 2 and 3 work to be delayed for
several years due to funding limitations AND the average person or general public never notices
the difference. This project promises to be a little different. If the Priority 2 repairs are not
performed along with the Priority 1 work, the difference in the joints above and below the level
of the stone lintels will be obvious to anyone who visits the monument. Second, the “repointing”
process is somewhat unique to this structure. Getting one contractor to perform it properly will
be challenging, finding two whose work matches each other will be next to impossible.

We, therefore, recommend all of the repairs described above be performed in a single contract
during the 2015 construction season. Working with a masonry restoration contractor, we
anticipate a budget of $200,000 will be sufficient to cover the construction cost of such a project.
This does not include A/E fees, contingency or other “soft costs.”

However, we recognize that budgetary constraints may require the work to be performed in
separate phases over a period of several years. Phasing the project would most likely result in a
greater overall project cost since a contractor would have to mobilize to the size, stage the
Monument, and purchase project bonds and insurance twice. As such, we anticipate that Phase [
of the project, consisting of the Priority 1 repairs described above, would require a budget of
approximately $150,000. Phase II would consist of the remaining Priority 2 and 3 repairs and
would require a budget of approximately $75,000.

Finally, a few thoughts concerning the protection of the tree remnant as the repairs are
performed. We do not foresee any of the proposed repairs impacting the structural support of the
tree. We do recommend a reinforced, dust proof and waterproof “shroud” be installed to
completely cover the wood as the various repair operations are performed. This goes beyond
four pieces of reinforced visqueen taped together with duct tape. It is more along the lines of a
specialized waterproof tarp with Velcro seams or some other means to hold it in place but
providing flexibility for the work to progress properly. We certainly recommend this concept be
reviewed by the group responsible for the conservation of the Constitution Elm itself.

We have enjoyed working with you on this important part of Indiana’s heritage. We look
forward to continuing to be of service as the project moves forward. Please call if you have any
questions.
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Yours truly,

Frederick A. Herget Scott A. Drake
Professional Engineer Historic Preservation Specialist
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