
RECEivED
W 2 6 20i4

A vision for Durham

ln Durham, we recognize that our historic resour(es contribute strongly to our quality of life and

sense of pla(e. Durham's small New England town (haracter and its traditional historic ar(hite(ture were

identified in the May 2011  Master Plan Survey as among the most important (haracteristics to the town's

residents. Through surveys conducted online and during a public forum in April and May 2013, the (ommunity

envisioned a town where older buildings are preserved and repurposed, and preservation of signifi(ant historic

resources exemplifies local pride. The Historic District (ommission/ Heritage Commission are the primary protectors of this vision, ensuring that histori( and ar(haeological resour(es are given

due consideration in  planning de(isions. The Town of Durham's commitment to preservation is marked by these three milestones:

The vision promoted by the town`s residents includes ways for neighborhoods, town departments, and community members to work together to ensure that Durham's historic resources

continue to connect people with the nearly 400 years of heritage surrounding them. In this vision, awareness of the histori( distri(t and its importan(e are widespread.
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"The Falls," a mural by revered lo(al artls( John  Hatch depidilig Durham's historic and bustling hi5{orlc shipbullding Industry durlng the  18!'' and  1 Ir'' cen{urie5, polnted  1954.



Exe(utive summary

This master plan represents the first time that Durham's histori( resources are being honored and recognized with their own (hapter.  This (hapter begins with a vision for the future of the

town's historic resour(es, which was compiled from public input provided during the planning process. In order to understand the context of Durham's many and varied historic resour(es, a

short histori(al narrative des(ribing the development of the town is in(luded in this (hapter, followed by

des(riptions of physical resour(es (ategories that group resources a((ording to neighborhood or property type.

Special attention is afforded to the local historic distri(t, whi(h was (reated nearly 40 years ago, The last three

sections of the chapter focus on ways in whi(h these resources (an be prote(ted and enjoyed into the future.

An examination of the major issues and challenges that threaten the preservation of these resources is

followed by a summary of the many tools available to help face these challenges. The chapter con(ludes with

the presentation of five major goals, with several specifi( activities under each goal, whi(h synthesize the

issues and tools into a(tions that will help achieve the community's vision.  The public's input was key to the

compilation of this (hapter, and in(luded a public forum, online surveys, and a series of interviews with

Durham residents and publi( figures,

Several appendices are in(luded with this chapter, beginning with Appendix I, the local historic district's `'Guide for Property and Business Owners." Other appendices include ordinances specific

to Durham's historic resour(es, public survey results, and an extensive list of additional referen(es regarding Durham history,  best practices, information for homeowners of older properties, and

architecture.

Durham's Heritage and Legacies

The settlement of Durham has always been closely tied to its water resour(es. Native Americans lived in this

area as early as 1 l,000 years ago, using the oyster River ((alled '`Shankhassick'` by the Native Ameri(ans) and

the Lamprey River for fishing and (at(hing eels, as well as transporting their boats down to Little Bay. Well-

drained soils and bedro(k out(rops a((ommodated shelter, and fresh water streams, wetlands, and woodland

attracted a variety of animals suitable for hunting. When European traders started exploring and mapping the

New England coastline, they too saw the potential of the area's natural resources of fish and timber, whi(h

could be transported by the inland waterways to ships bound for Europe and the (aribbean.

Durham was originally known as the Oyster River Plantation, and was at that time part of the town of Dover.

During its first 100 years the settlement was also referred to as Oyster River Parish and Oyster River Falls. The

Valentine Hill and General John Sullivan were both pivotal figures in

Durham's history. For more information about these two men, see:

•         Everetts. Stackpole, llistorvoftheToun ofDurham,  Now

Hampshire

•         Durham HistoricAssociatton,A Wo/A/ng rowr

•         William E. RossandThomasM.lloue, Durham:A(enturvin

F'hotociraDhs (lmaoes of America seriest

Detailsaboutthesepholicationsareprovidedinthe`BI.bliographysectioITof

tthechapter.

lowest falls of the Oyster River, at the head of the tide, became the center of the village after 1651  when the

first sawmill was built there. Valentine Hill and Thomas Beard were granted the mill  rights at the lowest falls by the town of Dover, along with a 500-acre land grant. The falls' location on the

tidal river made the village an important vantage point for early shipping and trade. The 500-a(re land grant, to the west of the falls, in(luded mu(h of the Durham Historic District, and it is

thought that an early Hill homestead is preserved within the ''Three Chimney's Inn" on Newmarket Road. In  1655, Hill received authorization to dig one of the earliest (anals in New England to



bring water from the Lamprey River to the Mill  Pond via the Long Marsh. In 1665, he built the first meeting house for Oyster River Plantation, on the south shore of the tidal Oyster River midway

between the falls and  Little Bay.

During the next (entury the first meeting house would be replaced by two others, in 1716 and 1792, situated on a hill  near the falls, where the monument to General John Sullivan  now stands.

A town  pound was built in  1709 nearby; the present structure at the intersection of Newmarket Road and Durham Point Road dates from  1808. The publi( landing was established east of the

falls on the north shore of the Oyster River in  1701  near the ancient fording place. Durham separated from  Dover and was incorporated as a town in  1732, and originally included parts of

present-day Madbury, Lee, and Newmarket.

GUNDALOW-Ashallow,wideboatfor(arryin

region.Theywereuse

I]istorical Association

asspetifittothis

ln the late 17'h (entury, tensions between the British settlers and Native Americans es(alated, exa(erbated by

(onfli(t between  England and France. Several attacks by Native Americans against lo(al settlers culminated

July 18,1694 with the Oyster River Massacre. Mu(h of the settlement was destroyed; houses, barns and crops

were burnt and cattle killed, people were killed or (arried captive to French (anada and held for ransom.

Nearly a (entury later, Durham resident General John Sullivan gained fame for his support of the Revolutionary

(ause,  He served as a delegate to the F:irst (ontinental Congress in  1774 and was instrumental in the (apture of

powder and arms from Fort william and Mary at New (astle (now Fort (onstitution), the first military a(tion of

the Revolutionary War.  Later, he would serve under George Washington in many of the Revolutionary War's

best-known (ampaigns. General Sullivan also served as the president, or governor, of New Hampshire and as a

U.S.  Federal Judge.

After the Revolutionary War, Durham (ontinued to prosper, and gundalows carried goods to and from

Portsmouth  Harbor. Durham's main industry was shipbuilding for nearly 50 years near the landing below the

falls.  Merchants and shipbuilders made Durham their home, taking advantage of the area's abundant lumber

and its proximity to Portsmouth by water. The contributions of 19th (entury shipbuilder Joseph toe extended

beyond his business enterprise. (oe built several  modest houses on Broth Hill for his workers, as well as a

distinctive brick Federal style commer(ial building whi(h was purchased by Durham in  1 840 to be used as the Town Hall. The building was later used for the Distri(t (ourthouse. The 1794

Pis(ataqua  Bridge was built, tonne(ting Fox Point in Newington with (edar Point in Durham. The First New

Hampshire Turnpike (NH  Route 4) was constructed shortly after, linking  Portsmouth and Concord, making

Durham a busy crossroads for east-west traffl( as well as the north-south stage lines between Dover, Exeter and

Boston.

Durham w ati'onforshipbuilding,`be(ausethesawmillsin

Ie-thetriverwasshorteranddeepenoughfor

at most tides ,(The' river silted in after

uilt\upstream in 1 934).

the reservoi

The arrival of the railroad in  1841  resulted in less reliance on road and water transport, and after the Pis(ataqua

Bridge was destroyed by i(e flows in  1855, a de(line in business activity in Durham. As the railroad grew more

prominent, the town (enter shifted from the Mill pond falls westward toward the railroad depot on Main street. At the same time, Durham's major industries began to evolve, as the oyster
River flowage was not large enough to support mills of the type built at Dover and Newmarket before the Civil War. The larger Lamprey River provided water power for the T. H. Wiswall  Paper

(ompany, one of only two manufa(turers of wallpaper in  NH, as well as machine shops and sawmill. The wiswall paper company operated from  1853 to 1 883  (when it burned down).  At



nearby Packers Falls, the Newmarket Manufacturing Company operated machine shops. During this time Durham continued its agricultural traditions, shipping hay, milk and apples to Boston

by  rail.

After the (ivil War, brickmaking activity es(alated along the local rivers, as loads of brick were shipped out to build (ities up and down the coast. Local farmers struggled in the (ompetitive

environmentcreatedbythevastfarmstothewestoftheAppala(hians.TheGrangemovementwasbornforthebenefitandsupportoflocalfarmersduringthistime.Durham'sscenicrural

atmosphere attra(ted summer boarders who arrived by train from the city and enjoyed the bay, rivers, fields and woods for fishing, hunting, and boating.

In  1890, Durham resident Benjamin Thompson bequeathed his farm and other assets to the state "to promote the cause of agri(ulture'', on (ondition that the college be relocated from Hanover

to Durham. As a result, the (ollege moved from  Dartmouth to Durham in  1893, and was renamed as the university of New Hampshire (UNH in 1923. The (ollege grew slowly; the total number

of enrolled students reached  100 seven years later, and 199 students graduated in  1926. Total student enrollment rea(hed 2,000 after World War 11. After the War, an influx of students and

faculty spurred new residential developments and the expansion of the campus to occupy more farmland and open

space throughout Durham.

Known for its active community involvement, Durham famously defeated an oil refinery proposed by Aristotle Onassis

in  1974, and voted to transition to a (ouncil Town administration in  1987. Today, the continued (ommunity

engagement exercised by Durham's residents recalls the town's colonial roots, when an enterprising group of families

created the settlement of oyster River plantation.

The Town of Durham's commitment to preservation is marked by these milestones:

•         1975 -Historj( Districtcommission and  Histori( District established through the zoning ordinan(e.

•        1995 -TheTown ofDurham achieves (ertified Local Governmentstatus

•        2000 -TheTown ofDurham approves a Master plan, in(Iuding a chapterabout Environmental and (ultural

Resources

•        2006-Heritage(ommission established byTown (ouncil

ATime-

whenOysterRivertownbecameDurham,

avillagewasbuiltonahill,

at)ove a falls and mills by a pond and rood.

Whenstrangersbecamesettlers,

And settlers inhabitants,               .

And graveyards paid ance5tral due.

ACommunity-

ofyoungandold,

and in between,

inhouse-dappledwoods,

ondclapboardkingdoms,boughtandsold,

nottooold,"Yes,Ma'am,"butceltainlyhistoric,''

off the Dover Road.

-excerptsfrom``Durham,NewHamp5hire:A250'hAnniversaryPoetic

Commemoration"byDouglasLanphierWheeler,1982



Durham's Historic District

The Durham Historic Distri(t is both a local histori( district, under the oversight of the Historic District (ommission, and a National  Register-listed district. The boundaries of the two districts are

nearly identical.  While the district's National Register status is non-regulatory, its status as a lo(al historic district means that (hanges to the district are regulated by the Historic Distri(t

Commission, as laid out in  Durham Zoning Ordinance -Article Xvll. The district contains dozens of properties of architectural and historic signifi(an(e to the town, dating from the earliest

sett|ementofOysterRiverFallsandthroughtheearly20thcentury.Thedistrict'srootsintheearlydaysofsettlementhaveresultedinpedestrian-friendlystreetscapesandavillagefeel,andthe

early designation of the local histori( district in  1975 is a testament to the commitment by Durham residents to their histori( resour(es.

Residential, municipal, institutional, and industrial resources are all (ontained within the district, which is (entered on the falls and runs approximately west and south from the intersection of

Main street and Newmarket Road. A portion of valentine Hill's house is reported to have been incorporated into the Ffrost sawyer Tavern (now the Three (himneys Inn) at 17 Newmarket Road.

The General John Sullivan  House at 23  Newmarket Road (c.  1740) is a designated

National Historic Landmark, representing the (olonial Georgian style along with the

Samuel Yeaton House on Old Landing Road (1789), ''The Ledges" at Newmarket Road

and Durham point Road (c.1750), and several other pre-Revolutionary war houses,

su(h as the Lt. Col. Winborn Adams House at 22 Newmarket Road ((.1750), located

primarily on or near Newmarket Road.

The post-Revolutionary War Federal style is more widespread within the district,

including residences su(h as the Joshua Ballard House at 28 Main street (c.1790) and

the house at 6 Main street that was once used as a library (c.1800), along with the

former courthouse at the turn of Route 1 08 with its distinctive curved fa(ade (c.

1825).  This latter stru(ture was built as a mercantile store and warehouse by

shipbuilder Joseph toe.  The Town pur(hased the building from him in  1840 for a

Town Hall.   It is now home to the Durham Histori( Asso(iation and Durham Re(reation

Department. Also from this time period is the stone Town Pound, which repla(ed an

earlier stru(ture in  1808. At the south end of the distri(t, a groiip offour small  houses

on Broth Hill were also (onstructed by Joseph (oe.

Mid-|9th century revival architectural styles are not seen in large numbers in Durham, yet the distri(t does have some notable examples, including the Greek Revival Durham Congregational

(hurch on Main street (1848-1849) and the less stylized, verna(ular Moriarty House at 8 Durham point Road (c,1850). The s(ammell Grange Hall was first built during this period as a one-story

s(hoolhouse ((.1860). Although the brackets along the roofline reflect the original  ltalianate style, the school was extensively renovated to serve as the grange in  1 893. Representing the early

20`h (entury are a few vernacular houses on Main Street near the Newmarket Road intersection, and several updates to older houses throughout the district, most notably at '`Red Tower," the (.

1790 Blydenburgh house that received a (olonial  Revival treatment in (.1895 by well-known Durham philanthropist Hamilton Smith. In 1913, Hamilton Smith's stepdaughter Edith Angela

(ongreve onderdonk financed the constru(tion of an Ambursen dam (Mill pond Dam on the oyster River) in memory of Hamilton smith.



Sin(e the district's original documentation in  1980, several 20th (entury buildings that were (onsidered not to (ontribute to its importance at the time have since become part of the evolving

story of the village distri(t, and may now prove to be worthy additions to the list of contributing buildings. These include the house at 26 Newmarket Road (1917), St. George's Episcopal (hurch

on Main street (1954), and the post office at the corner of Main street and Madbury Road (1958).

The tables below list buildings in the Durham  National Register District (established  1 980*) that are considered to be (ontributing structures, i.e. those that retain significant ar(hitectural

integrity and met the 50-year age threshold as of 1980.  Here are examples of some of the most iconic structures in the district, for a map of their locations see Appendix 11.

Property

Joshua Ballard House

Ebenezer Smith House

Valentine Smith House

St. George's Episcopal Church Rectory

Federal style house

Ri(hardson House

style house

Federal style house (extensive early 20th (.

renovations)

Scammell Grange

Federal style house (extensive early 20th c.

renovations)

Verriatular\hoJs~e

Federal style house

Federal style house
'`Red Tower"

''Red Tower" stables (now residen(e)

Community Church of Durham

Vernacular house

Vernacular house

Vernac~ular house (extensive (.1910

renovations)

Federal style house (extensive 19th and

20th c. renovations)

Federal/Greek Revival style house

(extensive 20th (. renovations)

Lydia Simpson  House (`'The Parsonage")

Location

28 Main Street

20 Main Street

18 Main Street

15 Park Court

16_wi;ih_s-t;:;-i

8 Main Street

6 Main Street

39-41  Main Street

37 Main Street

35 Main Street

29 Main Street

27 Main Street

25 Main Street

21-23 Main Street

19 Main Street

Smith  Park Lane

17 Main Street

Smith  Park Lane

15 Main Street

9-11  Main Street

5-7 Main Street

1-3 Main Street

10 Newmarket Road

Durham Town Offices

School  House Lane Cemetery

ffrostsawyerTavern/Val6nti'n'eHill-`H~6use

(now the Three chimneys Inn)

Samuel Yeaton  House

Winborn Adams House

James Paul  House
'`Red S(hool House" (now residence)

General John  Sullivan  House

John  Mighell  House

John Sullivan Monument
`'The Ledges"

Heald House

Palmer House

Moriarty House

Mark Willey House

To'wn Pbun`d`

Polk House

Hersey Trust House #1

rierseyTrustHouse#2

Fitzgerald House, 53 Newmarket Road

Lenharth  House, 55 Newmarket Road

Prince House,17 Durham Point Road

Oyster Rivar-D-am7wiilrpond`Dam

subsequently considered contributing

13-15 Newmarket Road

School House Lane

17 Newmarket

17 Old  Landing  Road

20 Newmarket Road

24 Newmarket Road

Newinark€t~R6`aa

ire-wi-ira-rket

25 Newmarket Road

Newmarket Road

Newmarket Road

3  Durham Point Road

7 Durham Point Road

8 Durham Point Road

4 Durham Point Road

Newmarket Road and Durham

Point Road

47 Newmarket Road

49 Newmarket Road

5-1  New^mar-ket Road

53 Newmarket Road

55 Newmarket Road

17 Durham Point Road

Newmarket Road

c.1760-1770

c. 1 760-1 770



Durham Local Historic District Overlay Map
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011 on canvas.   372.11  x  525  78 cm  (146-1/2x207  In.).   Image courtesy of Museum of Flne Arts,  Boston.  Gift of the Owners of the old  Bo5(on  Mii5eum, 03.1079.   Photograph © to be publlshed 2015



Durham's Historic Resources

Durham's long history of pre-(ontact and European settlement have resulted in the town's wide variety of historic

resources both within and without the district, ranging a(ross building types and time periods. Durham is

fortunate in that many buildings, sites, and features are extant, having been re(ognized and preserved as an

important (onnection to the past.  (ommunity input identified several (ategories of resour(es that are significant

to the town's heritage, reflecting the full range of Durham's history. Ea(h of these (ategories represents a building

type, historical theme, or (hronologi(al period that has been important in the town's development. Each category

presents a histori( preservation opportunity, including resources that have long been recognized for their

signifcan(e, as well as those that are just starting to gain the re(ognition they deserve. A full list of properties that (urrently have do(umentation on file at the New Hampshire Division of

Historical  Resour(es appears in Appendix I.

Neiqhborhoods and Enclaves

Durham contains several distinctive neighborhoods and small (ollections of buildings. Durham is espe(ially rich  in architecturally significant (on(entrations of buildings associated with 2oth

century growth and development, whi(h is fast be(oming an important historic resour(e category as these neighborhoods evolve and (hange.

Faculty Neighborhood (unsurveyed)

This fascinating neighborhood is located on the west side of the Oyster River and the Mill  Pond, forming a loose grid

of streets south of the intersection of Fa(ulty Road and Mill Road. UNH planned this neighborhood between the

1940s and the 1960s when student enrollment was on the rise following World War 11. Spe(ifically developed for its

growing number of faculty, the neighborhood has a suburban feel, with  back and side yards, consistent house

setba(ks along ea(h street, and several now-mature trees that provide a more tranquil setting than the adjacent

bustling campus. UNH originally sold these lots to its fa(ulty at moderate prices, with covenants spe(ifying that the

houses could only be sold to other university-affiliated residents. These covenants were removed during the  1970s.

(ontained within this neighborhood are several impressive houses associated with artists who were re(ruited for the

UNH faculty by local archite(t and artist David (ampbell. He also designed several of their homes in this

neighborhood, whi(h have mid-(entury modern features such as (ompound, asymmetrical layouts; low,

overhanging roofs with varying rooflines; long  horizontal bands of windows; deeply re(essed entries; shade                              L'ius

structures; and lands(aping featuring open terraces and de(ks. Of particular interest is one of the earliest (ampbell

designs for well-known (eramicists Edwin and Mary Schiere. The 1941  house features a butterfly roof, a custom-

designed studio, and a patio inlaid with some of the couple's famous mid-century modern tiles. Other Faculty

Neighborhood  houses feature similar mid-century modern details, Which are likely also campbell designs. The                        facu)rylv€;g/toowhood, t.  795o. Garden [on€;5 t.j7 fA€ for€ground. t„„tg„ou,tp5,ojD„,t,a,„

balance of the neighborhood is filled out with  more traditional  mid-and  late-20th century styles, with split-level  and         +;iftorjta7Aj{otmt;ti,7

ranch  layouts, along with a pre-UNH farmhouse, a  1980s bermed house, and the re(ently National  Register-listed

Smith chapel on the eastern edge. This combination of houses, developed spe(ifically for university affiliates, is significant in the joint histories of both Durham and UNH.



Madbury Road/ Bagdad Road/ Edgewood Rood (unsurveyed)

This area is roughly triangular in (onfiguration, and is similar in feel to the yard-friendly suburban Faculty Neighborhood with its tree-lined streets. Although it doesn't appear that UNH  had a

direct hand in the establishment of this neighborhood, it is likely that the l920s expansion of the campus as it became the universfty of New Hampshire led to the neighborhood's development.

The area was developed c.1920 -1940 on land on(e o((upied by the large Ebenezer Thompson farm.  The streetscapes in the Madbury Road area are slightly more densely developed, with a

variety of two-story early 20th century single-family homes. Dut(h Colonial, Tudor Revival, and Craftsman architectural elements are abundant, including several gambrel roofs, wide over-

hanging eaves, and full-width porches. This well-preserved early 20th Century neighborhood is a recognizable asset to the town.

Mothes Terra(e (unsurveyed)

At the entrance to the Madbury Road area is a particularly distinctive en(lave of five American  Foursquare houses, in a small cul-de-sac. The American Foursquare is a house type that lent itself

to a number of early 20th century styles, and is notable for its square floor plan and hipped roof with a similarly-hipped roof center dormer. This house form was common into the mid~20th

century. Although (hanges have been  made over the years, including modem (ladding materials and additions to a(commodate commer(ial  uses, this small con(entration of houses retain its

special (haracter.

Wiswoll Falls (Notional Register expansion under review)

Although the industrial history of this area is wellrdocumented, the housing associated with the manufacturing company has only recently become the subject of further study, and a recent

expansion of the National Register district includes the extant residential village. Directly a(ross the road from the site of the mill are houses, walls, and foundations related to those who worked

at the (omplex. Most prominent is Thomas wiswall's own 2 yi-story ltalianate house (c.1860), one of the very few examples of this style in Durham. The mill owner's house is a((ompanied by

Greek Revival style houses for employees of the mill, and cellar holes and stone foundations indicate the former lo(atious of houses that have been removed. The associated  1912 dam and the

abutments of a former stone bridge are also (onsidered important to the industrial history of this lo(ation.

Aaricultural ProDerties

While the norfu portion of Durham is characterized by the UNH (ampus and small-town commercial and residential areas, south of the Oyster River the setting becomes mu(h more rural. One of

the character-defining elements of this area is the farmstead, several of whi(h are still discernable even when the house and outbuildings are no longer associated with their surrounding fields.

The stone walls that once divided fields and pastures (an still be found throughout the entire town, with many stretches of well-maintained walls.

The most remarkable (on(entration of histori( farmsteads occur in the area surrounding Bennett Road,  Longmarsh  Road, and Newmarket Road, which was identified as a National Register-

eligible rural district in 2010.   This area has been farmed since the  17th (entury, shortly after the settlement of the Oyster River plantation along the river. The area's current farm boundaries are

similar to the farm boundaries as they existed at that time.

The farms here retain  histori( houses, barns, and outbuildings, as well as fields that are often visible from the road, open woodland, and extensive series of stone walls. The relationships

between the farm buildings and their settings are still  intact, along with individual features su(h as cellar holes, family burial  plots, and farm roads. This area also tells an immigration story, as

nearly all of the farms were owned and operated by communities of French-Canadian, Polish, and Irish families during the early 20th century. The area's proximity to Newmarket provided

opportunities for immigrant family members to farm and earn money by employment in that town's mills, while maintaining farms in Durham.
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Other farmsteads, complete with (arefully maintained and mowed fields, are lo(ated along and near Packers Falls Road. Entering  Durham from Portsmouth and Newington, the popular Wagon

Hill Farm greets locals and visitors coming from Dover.  Near the south boundary of the town, the farmstead at 313  Newmarket Road has been determined eligible for the National  Register and

features a high-posted (ape farmhouse (possibly mid-19th (entury), barns, and workshop.

Archaeoloaical Sites

OysterRiver-Falls,oneoftheearliestsettlementsinNewHampshire,presentsthepotentialforsignmcantfinds

related to the post{ontact European settlement of the area as well as the highly-charged transitional period when

Native Americans and European settlers tried unsuc(essfully to maintain their ways of life ton(urrently. There are 21

recorded archaeological sites in Durham that have been filed at the NH  Division of Histori(al Resources. No

(ompreheusive survey had been (onducted in the tour (spring 2014), (overing the town's pre<ontact and post-

settlement history.

Among the best-known archaeological sites is Wiswall Falls, where the former T.H. Wiswall  Paper (ompany mill site

is marked by a series of interpretive panels adja(ent to the 1912 concrete dam. This mill site is also listed in the

National Register as the largest and most intact remnant of Durham's industrial  past. Other archaeological sites

represent a variety of pre-contact and post<ontact sites, although the latter tend to be more heavily documented

due to recent systematic excavations. The SCRAP field school  (State (onservation and Res(ue Archaeology Program)

conducted excavations for three summers at the site of the Field-Bickford Tavern on Durham Point, a very early

garrisoned house that survived the 1694 Oyster River Massa(re and may be the oldest colonial site excavated in the

state. The field s(hool was asso(iated with the oyster River Environs Archaeology project, which also studies this

T.H.  Wiswoll  Paper  (ompuny  mlll,  c    1880.  IIritii)es touilesy oi Dillllam fli{lorlttil  ^``otltiiion

formative period when people first settled in New Hampshire, as well as the lives of the Native Ameri(ans who lived along the river they called ``Shankhassick." '`The Lost Campus: The

ArchaeologyofUNH"toursetaughtthroughtheAnthropologyDepartmentatUNHprovidedanopportunityforstudentsandexperien(edfacultytoworktogetheronhands-oninvestigationsof

the sites and events that shaped the campus and the wider community. Participants have excavated the original train depot, which was located in the middle of the original campus before the

railroad was re-aligned in 1912; the site of the residence of charles Holmes Pettee, a former professor and dean; and the site of army barra(ks set up on the campus during World War I.

At this time, pre-contact sites in Durham are less well-documented, but the town's geologi(al and geographi(al advantages suggest a good potential for undis(overed sites.

University Of New HamDshire CamDus

The first buildings on the (ampus were built in  1892, in anticipation of the opening of the school in  1893. This

historic (ore consists of Thompson  Hall, Conant Hall, Nesm.th Hall, Hewitt Hall, and a non-extant College Ban

that burned down shortly after construction. Thompson Hall is the hallmark building of the campus, a

Romanesque Revival style building sited on a small hill, featuring a central bell tower that tan be seen from

much of the main campus. It is ind.Ividually listed in the National Register. Although buildings were added

steadily over the years, a major building (ampaign in the l920s and 1 930s, when the (ollege became the

University of New Hampshire, established the Georgian  Revival style that distinguishes much of the campus. The campus's appearan(e during this period was largely due to the highly

influential  Eric Huddleston, who was brought to Durham to lead the ar(hitecture program, and who, as Supervising Ar(hitect designed or renovated nearly two dozen (ampus buildings.
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A traditionalist by nature, Huddleston sought a unified design for the (ampus, through (ommon

materials, scale, and form. Public amenities su(h as the Hamilton Smith Library and the University

Pool helped connect the university to the larger community.  During the mid-and late-20'h century,

large dormitory and classroom buildings helped define the building program as the student body

in(reased.  One of the most notable buildings is the 1968 New England Center for Continuing

Education, a joint venture of the six New England state universities, designed by noted architect

William Pereira. Set into a heavily wooded area, the tall verti(al elements of the mid-(entury modern

building are tempered by green bricks and expanses of glass that reflect the landscaped setting

around the building,

The 2012 master plan for the university emphasizes reuse of its existing buildings in the future, citing

a plateau in student enrollment and an appre(iation of its architectural  legacy. The campus refle(ts

the (areful planning associated with the s(hool's exponential growth over the last (entury from its

beginning as an agricultural college.
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Other lmDortant ProDerties

AIthough the full extent of Durham's historic resour(es cannot be captured here, there are a few additional properties that don't easily fit into the above resour(e (ategories, but warrant

mention.

Dams

There are several extant dams in Durham, which testfty to the signifi(an(e of water power to the town for nearly four (enturies. Among the extant dams are:

•         Oyster River Dam (Mill pond Dam) atthe site of the first mill at oyster River plantation, whi(h was rebuilt bythe smith family in  1913. This.is a well-preserved example of an

Ambursen-type dam, with its characteristi( open buttresses and spillway, which guides the water over a lip at the top of the dam. Although Ambursen dams were once quite popular

across the (ountry, this is the earliest intact example in New Hampshire. In addition, the dam is one of many examples of the Smithronderdonk family's philanthropic donations that

shaped both the Town of Durham and the UNH (ampus. The dam is a contributing property to the Durham  Historic District, is listed in the State Register, and is eligible for the

National Register as an individual resour(e.

•        The 1912 Wiswall  Dam was constructed bythe Newmarket Electri( Light and power(ompany on the Lamprey River, atthe site of the formerwiswall papercompany mill dam. It is

currently owned by the Town of Durham, and the  1 .5  mile long impoundment currently serves Durham's water system. This (oncrete gravity dam has been altered recently by raising

the wing walls and dike, adding a fish ladder, and repla(ing the gates, but it remains a signifcant historic resour(e. Remains of a  19th (, timber (rib dam are located nearby, and the

foundation of the historic saw mill and the mill race are visible on the east side of the current dam. This resource is listed in the National  Register.

•        A 1934 dam on the oyster River in (ollege woods was (onstructed to collectwaterforthe growing population ofDurham andthe university. It is accompanied by a watertreatment

plant, and the fa(ility is the largest source of drinking water for UNH and the downtown area north of the oyster River.

Smith Chapel

This small, (harming Gothi( Rev.ival stone chapel and family Cemetery represents another contribution by the Smithronderdonk family, and was recently listed in the National  Register as part of

a (ommunity effort to restore the building. This private chapel was located on the edge of the Smith estate, and was constructed in memory of Hamilton Smith upon his death in 1900 by his
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wife, Ali(e Jennings (ongreve Smith. Despite being more than  100 years old, the (hapel retains nearly all of its exterior and interior features,  in(Iuding stained glass windows, a wood (hancel

screen, and an altar table.

Highland House

This 19th (entury farmstead on Bennett Road served as a summer boarding house during the late 19`h and early 20th (enturies. Durham's proximity to the (oast and Boston  made it a popular

destination, and several local farm owners opened their houses to summer boarders during this time. The Highland House featured wide, wraparound porches, a gazebo on an island in the

Lamprey River, and additional inn and shop buildings west of Packers Falls Road, which kept guests entertained as the family continued to operate the farm. The farm and its land donated to

UNH in the 1970s, but the farm house is (urrently undergoing restoration by a private party, who now owns the buildings, into a bed and breakfast with  potential plans to develop a  large

outbuilding into a small function  hall.  That outbuilding had been a cider mill, and later included a dance floor and dormitory rooms on the se(ond floor.
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Issues and (hallenges

Sometimes the very assets that set Durham apart embody the town's biggest hurdles. The (hallenges

facing Durham's historic resources are often complex. Issues can be multi-faceted, and affect several

community topi(s at once, su(h as natural resour(es, agriculture, energy, and planning.

Durham  Histori( District:  Knowledcie and  Brandino

Durham's histori( district has the distinction of being both a National  Register historic district and a  local historic district.  As a National  Register district, it is re(ogn.ized that the area is a

signif(ant historical  resour(es, and allows the owners of income-producing properties to pursue certain federal tax incentives for rehabilitation. National Register status conveys limited

protection to the district, associated with adverse effects from federal or state projects. There is much more oversight and protection of the district due to its status as a local historic district,

however. This designation mandates that several categories of proposed changes in the district are reviewed for approval  by the Histori( D.istrict Commission.

The local histori( district and the Historic District (ommission (HDC) that oversees it were established in 1975, quite early (ompared to many other muni(ipalities that have such districts. The

HD( has overseen Changes to the district, and has sponsored occasional  programs highlighting its history. Owners of property in the district are required to obtain a Certificate of Approval from

the HDC for new (oustruction and additions, demolitions, alterations, and relocations to/of any property.

Despite efforts to rea(h out to property owners, the production of a district walking tour bro(hure during the 1 990s, and two signs announ(ing the historic district's presence on Main street,

knowledge about the district remains limited. In a survey posted on the town's Friday Updates e-newsletter, more than half of the respondents admitted having little or no knowledge about

the historic district. Periodically, a property owner or project proponent completes a renovation within the district, or is several phases into a project, before a Certificate of Approval is sought.

These situations often result in higher expense and delayed schedules, and sometimes inferior projects, as the

HDC struggles to work with the property owner or developer to find a solution "after the fact."

Absentee Landlords/ Pronertv Maintenance

The advantages of being a (ollege town in(lude a well-edu(ated, active, and vibrant (ommunrty; a predictable

revenue stream for local businesses; and institutional partnership opportunities. Unforfunately, those benefits

come with a series of (hallenges, not least of which is the desire to house students throughout the town beyond

the (ampus. When the s(hool first moved to Durham in 1893, both the town and school administrators had

difficulty providing housing for the small student body; this (hallenge continues in one form or another.  The

neighborhcods near the campus are full of buildings of histori( significan(e, which (ontribute to the histori(

district or help define a neighborhood's historic character.  However, student rentals in these neighborhoods are

owned by people who do not live in their own buildings and who have no stake in the local (ommunity, in order

to maximize rental profits from students. One of the frequent results is a cycle of deferred maintenance. Students

``The Town of Durham finds that:

1) Much of Durham reflects 18th,19th, and 20`h century ar(hitectural styles

as it has evolved over time from a small village. The town (ontains a

handsome, histori( core that embodies a fine architectural tradition, a

(olorful history, and much visual appeal.

2) Preserving and enhan(ing this area is essential to maintaining the

(haracterandidentityofourcommunity."

Durham Site Plan Review Regulations, Subsection 9.16 Architectural Design
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are in ready supply, so landlords have little in(entive to perform routine maintenan(e, mu(h less

renovations and upgrades of their properties. Meanwhile, o((asionally students who are living on

their own for the first time might be less sensitive about the damage their actions (an have on a

property, leading to an a((elerated rate of deterioration. This situation affe(ts nearby property

values and quality of life. A recently~established housing inspe(tion ordinan(e requires landlords

to undergo a biannual inspe(tion, and address issues that are not up to code standards. This

ordinan(e will help slow the cy(le of deferred maintenance and stem important safety concerns,

but will not ne(essarily help retain a house's historic character.

(ombined role of the Histori( Distri(t (ommission/ Heritage (ommission

The members of the HDc also serve as members of the Heritage commission  (HC), whi(h advises

town administrators and commissions on issues and planning practi(es that affect historic

resour(es. Commissioners (an find it (hallenging to switch between their regulatory roles as direct overseers of the histori( distri(t, to their advisory role as members of the H(.  Being members

of both commissions requires a high degree of ba(kground knowledge about the full  range of Durham's historic resour(es. There is an opportunity to expand the knowledge of the commissions'

members through edu(ation, training, and a full  library of available resour(es.

Homilton Sml{h who finon(ed the  1913 Oyster

Rlver Dam  ln  hls memory.  Imotge toilr[esy of ourham

Hisl orii  A5so(I(I{ loll

(amDus and Student-Based DeveloDment vs. Small-Town New Enaland Character

Town-gown tensions are not confined to housing problems in the neighborhoods. As the premier public university in the state, UNH  has grown

exponentially in terms of enrollment and program offerings. During the school year, the number of students rivals or ex(eeds Durham's resident

population, and an in(reased catalog of classes requires more fa(ilities for classrooms, offices, and resear(h. Expansion of the (ampus, and re(ent

private development of large private student housing complexes have caused (oncem among residents that the small-town character that has

historically defined  Durham is endangered. This (on(em is not pe(uliar to UNH and Durham; UNH professor Blake Gumpre(ht documented similar

relationships between municipality and institution throughout the united states in his book The Ameri(an (olleoe Tour, and offl(ials from

Plymouth have reported similar tensions between town and university.

UNH is part of the university system of New Hampshire and (onsequently is largely autonomous; it does not come under the jurisdiction of the Town

of Durham. Although lo(al regulations su(h as zoning and building permits do not apply to universrty projects, NH state RSA 67454 requires that

any planned substantial changes in use, major (onstruction, or development of land must be submitted to the Durham planning Board 60 days

before (onstruction starts. This law is intended to allow time to host a public hearing and soli(it non-binding input from the community. In its 2012

(ampus Master Plan, UNH recognized that student enrollment appears to have reached a plateau and fiscal resour(es are decreasing; therefore the

focus of future projects will be on the renovation and reuse of existing buildings rather than new construction.  Regarding UNH's histori( resources, as

a state entity the un.Iversity is required to submit many of its projects to the Divis.Ion of Historical Resour(es for review (RSA 227{:9)and some

projects may require (ousultation with  local entities like the Heritage Commission. Durham has an organieed, active (ommunity network, and
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people generally prefer to learn about and (omment on projects during the early stages. The university and town maintain a positive relationship with shared goals and most UNH projects are

not (ontentious. However, the diffl(ult projects often remain at the forefront of people's minds.

Another issue is the pattern, typical in college towns, of students bypassing older housing stock in favor of large new private developments spe(ifically oriented to their demographi(. New

developments have several benefits: they are constru(ted with student needs and amenities in mind; they avoid conflicts within older, established family neighborhoods; it is easier for police

and other authorities to maintain relationships with large con(entrations of students; and private developments bring greater tax revenue. However, for a town like Durham, appreciated for its

village and rural settings, large apartment complexes may be out of scale, dwarring the nearby 18'h,19'h, and 20'h century buildings. Also, locating them outside of the dense village area

threatens the agricultural and rural settings, and raises (oncerns among residents about the ability of the town's infrastructure to support hundreds of new beds.

Tools and Resources

There are a  number of entities, initiatives, and programs that promote the thoughtful preservation of historic

resources on the local, state, and national  level. In addition, tools specifi(ally designed for other resour(e

(ategories, su(h as natural and energy resour(es, may support preservation of historic resour(es as well.  A

summary of several of these tools is in(luded here. While the tools presented here are not (omprehensive, they

are the tools that can best address the specifi( issues and (hallenges ident.med in Durham. An extensive list of

resources can be found in the (hapter's appendices.

Local  Resources

Most important for the protection of histori( resources are the tools available at the town level. Durham has

actively pursued policies and initiatives to preserve histori( resources and promote responsible development.

Historic District commission/ Heritage (ommis5ion (HD(/ HC)

The HDc and the HC consist of seven members who serve on a joint commission. They are appointed by the Town

Council and Charged with promoting the preservation of historic resources, and overseeing the maintenance of

DURHAM  HISTORIC 0VEF{LAY  DISTRICT

Durham Zoning Ordinan(e -Article XVIl

175-90, Purpose.

The\purposeoftheHODistopreserveandpromotethehistoric,(ultural,

educational, e(onomi(, and general welfare of the (ommunity by:

A.        Preserving structures, pla(es, and properties that reflect

elements of the cultural, social, economi(, and political heritage

of the Town;

8.        Promoting the preservation, restoration, rehabilitation, and

adaptivereuseofstructuresandplacesohistorical,architectural,

and (ommunity value as well as vistas of signifi(ance within the

HOD;

C.         Conserving propertyvaluesinthe HOD;

D.        Protecting and enhancing the attractiveness of the HOD;

E.         Promotingthe useofthe HODfortheedu(ation, pleasure,and

welfare of the (itizens of the Town.

Image(bockgroundleft):Ebenezer5mithHou§eHA85,http!/www.lot.gov

Durham's historic (haracter throughout the town. Members must be residents of Durham, and the (ommission

in(ludes one member of the Town (ouncil and one member of the Planning  Board. Each appointment is for a

three-yearterm. The HD(/HD has a number of powers and duties, including the review and approval of (ertificates of Approval within the district; identifi(ation and nomination of significant

histori( resources to the National and State Registers of Histori( Pla(es; educating Durham administration, staff, and residents about the history and buildings of the town; and advising other

lo(al boards about projects and issues that involved the town's heritage and  historic resources. The HDC was created in 1975, and assumed the duties of an  Hc in 2006.
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Elements Subiect to Review

Approval from the HDC is required for any activity affecting the

exterior architectural appearance of a building and other site

thangeswithinthedistrict(exceptforexemptedactivitiesspecified

in the ordinance) including the following:

•        theerectionofnewbuildings;

I        additionstoexistingbuildings;

I        alteratiousto existing buildings;

I        demolitionofexistingbuildings;

I        relocationofabuilding;

I        signsandlighting;

I        wallsandfen(es;

I        driveways,parking,andpaving;

I        removalofl2"diametertrees
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Certified Local Government Program ((LG)

This nationwide initiative by the National Park Service requires that each State Histori( Preservation Offl(e reserve a minimum of 100/o of its federal funding for grants directed at

preservation activities in (LG municipalities. Ea(h (LG has specifi( responsibilities, which are carried out by the town and its Heritage (ommission or its Histori( District Commission.

Durham has demonstrated its (ommitment to preservation by parti(ipating in the CLG program, which promotes funding, technical assistan(e, and sustainability. At the state level,

NHDHR defines the (LG program as a partnership between municipal governments and NHDHR `'to encourage and expand lo(al involvement in preservation-related activities." This also

presents the opportunity to apply to the Division of Historical Resources for mat(hing grants, in order to fund a variety of a(tivities. Durham became a (LG in 1995, and is one of

approximately two dozen CLGs currently in New Hampshire.

Durhom Historic A5sociation (DHA)

Founded in  1851, the DHA serves as the lo(al historical so(iety and repository of materials related to the history of Durham. Housed in the iconic curved Federal style former (ourthouse

within the historic district, the organization maintains an extensive (ollection of documents, photographs, books and ephemera, along with dolls, agri(ultural tools, and an 1875 hearse.

The DHA is used as a source for archival and genealogi(al materials for people researching their families, houses, and the history of Durham. The DHA is in the beginning stages of

cataloging and s(anning its items into a (omputer-based system, with the goal of making the digital (olle(tion available online.

State and Federal Resources

The National Register of Historic places (National Register)

The National Register was created in  1966 and consists of properties that are (onsidered historically and/or architecturally

significant on the local, state, or national level. These properties include districts, sites, buildings, structures and obje(ts that

contribute to the histori(a[ and (ultural  understanding of our heritage. In order to be eligible for the designation, properties

must meet certain requirements and be approved for listing by the National Park Servi(e. In(lusion  in the National Register

does not automati(ally protect a property; the only histori( that directly affect National Register properties are those which

involve state or federal permits, approvals,  Ii(enses, or funding, For private owners, the listing of a property in the National

Register (an also mean eligibility for federal histori( tax (redits, for the rehabilitation of an income-produ(ing property.

State Register of Historic Places (State Register)

The New Hampshire State Register recognizes resour(es that ``are meaningful in the history, archite(ture, ar(haeology,

engineering or traditions of New Hampshire residents and their (ommunities." The (riteria for listing in and its level of

protection are similar to those for the National Register, but are specifi(ally focused on resources that tell the story of New

Hampshire. State Register properties in public ownership may qualify for state funding for preservation  (when funds are

available), and listed properties (an benefit from flexibility with building and safety (odes,

PRESEFMNG HISTORI( FARMS

Many in the Seacoast area have been to Emery

Farm to pick blueberries or wander the corn

maze. This site is on Route 4 is one of the oldest

(ontinuallyoperatingfarmsinthecountry,and

has been run by 11 generations of the same

family since 1655. In 2006, 60 a(res of the farm

was put under protection as open agri(ultural

space by conservation easements granted by

the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Farm and

Ran(h Lands Protection Program and the Town

ofDurham.

Image(background)courtesyofuNH
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20% Federal Historic Tax Credit

Federal  historic tax (redits are available for owners of in(ome-produ(ing properties listed in the National

Register, who (hoose to rehabilitate their properties. This tax (redit equals up to 20% of the amount spent in

a (ertified rehabilitation of a histori( building  listed in the National Register, either individually or within a

historic district. The proposed work must meet the Se(retary of the lnterior's Standards for Rehabilitation,

which guide the preservation of a building's (haracter-defining features while allowing the flexibility

ne(essary to adapt the structure for a new use. These tax credits can prove parti(ularly benefi(ial for the

rehabilitation of structures that are currently under private ownership or whi(h  have signifi(ant private

investment. Several  historic tax (redit projects in Rochester, Newmarket, Dover, and Northampton range in

rehabilitation (ost from  $200,000 to more than $23 million.

10% Federal Historic Tax (redit

The  10% rehabilitation tax (redit is similar to the 200/o tax credit, but has less stringent requirements. It may

be applied to projects for buildings placed into service before 1 936 that are not listed in the National

Register. The proj.ect must involve a non-residential, in(ome-produ(ing activity, and it is required that a

(ertain per(entage of existing walls and framework remain in pla(e at the conclusion of the work. This tax

(redit (an assist in the rehabilitation of buildings identified as (ulturally signifi(ant to the Community, but

whi(h may not meet the qualifi(ations for the 200/o histori( tax (redit.

Neighborhood Heritage Districts (NHD5)

One of the fastest-growing categories of preservation tools, NHDs prote(t the historic Character of certain

neighborhoods but are often less restrictive than local historic districts, allowing greater flexibility for

exterior alterations. These districts often have the same benefits of local  historic districts, potentially

(ontrolling demolition, en(ouraging restoration and rehabilitation, and preventing oversized development.

However,  NHDs also recognize the diversity in some neighborhoods, and encourage contemporary design.

The fo(us of protection is on the neighborhood level, rather than on spe(ifi( building details. The community

itself determines the spe(ial terms of NHDs, setting their own standards for the neighborhood they live in.

Although the con(ept of NHDs is relatively new to New Hampshire, having been introdu(ed  in 2008 as a tool

under the provisions of RSA 674:21, NHDs are becoming popular throughout the country. Among the

municipalities instituting NHDs are two that are facing similar town-gown issues -(ambridge,

Massa(husetts and (hapel Hill, North Carolina.  In many (ases, and perhaps most appropriately for Durham,

NHDs are initiated by the residents in a spe(ifi( neighborhood who are con(erned about recent incompatible

developments in their own neighborhood.
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INNOVATIVE SOLUTI0NS

Sometimes, a significant building simply (annot be saved, The Israel

Demeritt-0'Kane House, a two-story Federal style house with a large

center chimney, was built in 1808 and was re(ently dismantled. ,This

was no ordinary demolition, however.

The house was taken apart pie(e-by-piece and fully documented by

Preservation Timber Framing, a well-respected preservation

carpentry firm founded by a UNH graduate and based in  Berwick,

Maine. Details su(h as original (rown moldings, chair rails, window

sash and shutters, and fireplace mantels have all been meticulously

preserved. The house, in its entirety, is stored at Preservation Timber

Framing and is (urrently for sale for complete re(onstruction.

In 2001, the NH state historian, Jim Garvin, reported that this house
''is the best example so far identified in Durham of a two-story,

center chimney house in the federal style.

lmagescourfesyofPreservationTimberFraming

Section 1 06 (NHPA 1966, a5 amended (16 U.S.C. 470))

Section  106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 requires federal agen(ies to take into ac(ount

the effects of their undertakings on historic properties. Under se(tion  l 06, projects that involve federal

funding, approvals, or permits must undergo the Se(tion 106 process. This identifies historic properties that

may be affected by the project; evaluates how the project will affe(t these properties; and most

importantly, identifies ways to avoid, minimize, or mitigate adverse effects of the proj.e(t to identified

historic properties. Adverse effects are defined as those that alter the characteristics of a property that make

the property eligible for inclusion in the National Register. Agencies or their designees are required to

submit proposed section  1 06 projects to NHDHR for a determination of potential effects, and federal

agencies are required to (onsider public input. As a (LG, the town is asked to parti(ipate in this process with

NHDHR.

State (onservation and Rescue Ar(haeology program (SCRAP, R5A 227-C:4&10)

The oldest program of its kind in the country, SCRAP brings the staff of the Archaeology Bureau of the

Division of Historical  Resour(es dire(tly into communities, offering training, workshops, and field s(hools to

residen.ts and students. Ar(haeologi(al sites (an fill in substantial blanks in a community's history. For

several years, SCRAP conducted a field s(hool at the Field-Bickford Garrison on Dover Point, illuminating the

firstpe.riodoftheOysterRiverVillagesettlement.Ar(haeologicalsitesarethreatenedbydamage from

development, looting, and ground disturbance. On(e a site is disturbed, its ability to yield meaningful

information and knowledge is diminished.

Demolition Review Ordinance (Demolition Delay)

Demolition delay provides a period of time before a significant building is demolished, so that alternatives

can be explored. These ordinances generally cover an entire town, providing a measure of protection to

historic resources located outside of local histori( distri(ts, The (ategories of buildings protected under such

an ordinance and the time period of the delay itself vary, but often in(lude buildings that are over 50 years

old with  lo(al significance, and often cover periods of 30 days to  18 months. This policy has three goals:

establish a waiting period prior to demolition during which alternatives to removal (an be properly

(onsidered; allow opportunity for comment by members of the public; and help ensure that re-use plans are

developed before demolition commen(es. A demolition delay ordinance can also include the HDC/HC

approval of new building plans as part of the demolition permit approval pro(ess. This provides the

opportunity for the HDC/HC to consider the effects on  histori( resources of both the demolition of existing

buildings, and their repla(ement with new (onstruction.  The delay does not necessarily represent a

signifi(ant obstacle in the timeline for developers and property owners, but allows the HDC/ HC, project

proponents, and the public to understand the ramifications of each alternative.
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New Homp5hire Preservation Alliance A5se5sment Grants

These mat(hing grants are available to non-profit organizations and municipalities for projects such as building and site

assessments by qualified professionals, as part of the planning process for at-risk resources. One of the grant programs is

funded through the New Hampshire Land and Community Heritage Investment Program  (LCHIP), providing matching

grants up to $4,500. A smaller mini-grant program provides up to $500 to entities seeking professional advice regarding

a proposed project.

Barn Asse55ment Grant Program

Also administered by the New Hampshire Preservation Alliance, this historic barn  matching grant program assists in the

maintenan(e, restoration, or reuse of histori(ally significant barns over 50 years old. Barns that still fulfill an agri(ultural

role are given additional (onsideration, but grants may be used for activities ranging from general  maintenance to

planning studies examining the income potential of future business uses for the structure.

(ommuni{yRevitalizationTaxReliefln(entive(RSA79-E:8)

This state law allows towns to grant up to five years of property tax assessment relief to owners of properties undergoing

rehabilitation or new (onstruction that provide a substantial  publi( benefit. Durham has adopted this program and, to

date, has used it for three projects in town, in(Iuding two new buildings. One of the activities under ``Publi( Benefit'' is

the substantial rehabilitation of a histori( property that " . . . enhan(es and improves a structure that is (ulturally or

historically important on a lo(al, regional, state, or national level, either independently or within the (ontext of an

historic district, town center, or village center in whi(h the building is located." The statute allows for up to an additional

four years of tax relief for properties listed in, or eligible for, the National or State Registers that are undergoing

rehabilitations in ac(ordan(e with the Se(retary of the lnterior's Standards for Rehabilitation. Durham adopted this

program in 2011, with local objectives in(Iuding the revitalization of abandoned structures, a pedestrian-friendly

environment, and mixed-use developments.

New Hompshire Land and community Heritage Investment program (LCHIP)

LCHIP is an independent state authority that makes matching grants to New Hampshire communities and non-profits to

(onserve and preserve New Hampshire's most important natural, (ultural and historic resources. Over 200 grants have

been awarded thus far, prote(ting nearly 150 historic properties and conserving more than 260,000 acres of land.

Municipalities, counties, and (ertain non-profit organizations are eligible to apply for funding. In addition, the LCH

register contains a list of proje(ts in New Hampshire, whether they are eligible for L(HIp funding or not, to be shared

with legislators and organizations in order to illustrate the needs of the state's (ultural resources.

MARKING A (ENTENNIAL

When the 'Oyster River Dam was threatened with

removal in 2008, nearly 200 peQple attended

Durham's public information me]urlidrTi  5  puDli C InT0rmation nee(ing.
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After much debate, the Town council voted to save

thedam,whichisadefiningfeatureofthe\town.The

dammarkstheplacewhereoyst`erRivervillage

began, when Valentine Hill first established his mill

inthe17thcentury.Sin(ethen,othermillshavebeen

lost,butthedamwdsalways'rebuilt.Thecurrent

1913 dam was financed by Edith congreve

OnderdonkinmemoryofherstepfatherHamilton

Smith, Continuing a long history of family

philanthropy in Dilrham. The dam is the oldest New

HampshireexampleofanAmbursen-typedam,

whichisdistinguishedbytheevenly-spa(ed

buttresses visible at low water levels. Durham

celebratedthedam's100thbirthdayin2013,andin

early2014thedamwasaddedtotheStateRegister

of Historic places.
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Goals and Recommendations

The Historic District Commission/ Heritage Commission, with input from the public, identified five key goals to pursue in order to prote(t and enhance Durham's histori( resour(es.

A(companying ea(h goal are several objectives and action items that represent steps for meeting each goal, address the issues that inform them, and fulfill the responsibilities of a

Certified Local Government.

L=.`F=`E.;``tr`JETg,..I..h*{-:1r`:iLE=]t*t..i
1.     Brandand promotethe Durham Historic District

The historic district is Durham's most prominent historic resource, but public knowledge of the district's history and

signifi(ance is limited among the majority of Durham's residents and visitors. It is desirable to raise the level of the

awarenessandtherebytheappreciationforthisimportantresource.

a.       "Musewm /.n fh€51re€ts"-The historic district is announced bytwo understated signs, which tan be easily

missed by both pedestrians and drivers. There is no explanation of the district along the street itself. As a

result, the meaning of the historic district (and even the fact that Durham has a histori( district) is not

evident. The Museum in the Streets program was founded to address similar issues, bringing history out of

the ar(hives and onto the sidewalk. The program takes the elements of a walking tour bro(hure and

incorporatestheinformation,stories,photos,andimagesintoa;etofinterpretivepanelsalongapres(ribed

tour path. More than two dozen Museum in the Streets exhibits' have been installed in Maine, Connecticut,

NewYork,Michigan,Minneso\ta,France,andltaly.Thisapproa(hattractsinterestfrompedestriansand

encourages people to linger in the area, which can benefit local businesses in the adjacent commer(ial core,

and may be espe(ially advantageous given the recent designation of Route 108 as a scenic byway. There are

pre-designed templates for the panels and a pro(ess to develop an appropriate interpretive program, a
more flexible independent exhibit format based on the same prim(iples (ould be instituted in Durham. The

existing walking tour bro(hure produced by the DHA and UNH's Kellogg Program Office in  1992 (ould form

the basis for this undertaking.

b.      H/.jfor/.(flMa/A€r5 forHouses -Research and facilitate a pro(ess for property owners to acquire attractive,

inexpensiveplaquesfortheirhouses.

Photographer (Ileadings): Michael Behrend[

Photographer:FlickruserTiniothyValentine,CC2.0
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c.       6t//.de/orprap€rtyown€/5 -Durham re(ently adopted ar(hitectural standards that apply throughout the core zoning

districts, addressing issues like stale and massing

docuLments helpful in historic districts,

in renovations to existing buildings and new construction. Similar

owners' questions and offering design g'uidance that

streamlines the review process. Producing a guidelines document for residential and (ommer(ial property owners in

the district (an serve as an important resource for these owners while advertising the district itself. Durham has

developed several such brochures which (ould be expanded upon.

Photographer:FlickruseCarol,CC2.0
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2.     Preserve and maintain sites and structures that serve as signifi(ant visible reminders of the town's social and

•ar{hitectural history

a.       Demo//t/.on Dch7y -The institution ofa demolition delay ordinance can help ensure that there is adequate time to

explore alternatives to demolition of significant buildings or that a viable, appropriate replacement is agreed upon.

Responses to surveys taken during the planning pro(ess indicated that there is support for establishing a demolition

delay ordinan(e in Durham, which would consider buildings located outside of the lo(al histori( district (where

proposed demolition is already reviewed by the HDC) and prioritize the buildings that are preferably preserved due to

signifi(an(e and physical integrity.  Durh'am should explore establishing a demotion delay ordinance, with a time

period of at least three months before a demolition permit is issued for worthy buildings. This ordinance should include

a provision for HDC/H( approval of new building plans as part of the approval process for demolition permits.

b.       jem/.nors owd wo/A5Aap5 -Maintaining an older house or apartment building can be challenging. Many contractors are

uninformed about how to approach maintenance and renovations in the historic buildings in Durham, and many

property owners la(k the knowledge to assess the (hoices presented to them. This situation can result in higher
expenses that discourage property maintenan(e and improvements. There is an opportunity for the HDC/HC to help

bridge this knowledge gap by hosting information sessions (entered on topics su(h as appropriate materials, roof

repla(ement, energy effl(iency, or common problems with homes dating from a specific time period. Partnership with

the Durham Landlord Asso(iation, whose members account for 20-30°/o of off-campus housing in the town, will help

MILLS SCENI(  BYWAY

In May 2014, Route 108 (Dover Road

and Newmarket Road) in Durham

was included in the new Mills S(enic

Byway, whi(h highlights the (ultural

historyofthemillvillagesofthe

Lamprey River and Oyster River, as

well as the nearby Bellamy River,

Salmon Falls River, and Co(heco

River.

25



both the landlords and property owners struggling to maintain their properties, and allow the HDC/Hc to extend its role as a resour(e for the (ommunity.

c.        f/.nan(/.a//n(err/.veJ -Rehabilitating and restoring historic properties (an be expensive and daunting for individual building owners, even when it is their preferred

(hoice. In(entives such as property tax relief or small grants make such an investment more attractive, and re(eived widespread support in the public surveys.

Exploring establishing a grant program to fund small projects like window restoration, may be helpful to property owners while providing long-term benefits to the

town.

d.       Ag//.ct//fuwhfo5cm€nf5 -Agriculture has always been an important component of Durham's heritage. As farmland disappears due to finan(ial and development

pressures, it is valuable to identify farmsteads that are part of Durham's story. Protecting historically significant farms with agricultural easements or a(cepting
donations of land would provide benefits to property owners, while maintaining the open, rural landscapes which have historically defined a large portion of the

town.

e.       A/.jfor/.( r4x(/ed/Tr -To date, there has been no utilization of the federal historic tax (redit program in Durham, despite the number of National Register listed or

eligible properties. One of the obstacles to using tax credits is the (omplexity of the process for individual property owners or small developers to undertake.

Successful histori( tax credit projects have been (arried out in nearby municipalities, and there is an opportunity to take advantage of the knowledge gleaned by

the proponents of these projects. The HD(/H( may be able to host informational seminars and assist (or arrange assistance) in the preparation of inventory forms

and National Register nominations for properties that are not currently listed.

26

3.     Educate the Community about Durham's Heritage and Resources
a.       Deve/ap (a-5pon5or€dprogrowm/.ng -ln the past, programs such as a tour of the historic district and the centennial (elebration of the oyster River Dam have

attracted a wide variety of residents. There is substantial potential to work with other lo(al entities to host programs that address Durham's complex history, while

reaching newer and broader audiences.

i.     Town commissions and Departments -We should continue to (oordinate with the parks and Re(reation Department and the cemetery commission to

develop programs that link Durham's historic resources with its recreational and natural assets. This introdu(es several possibilities for interactive

programs, whi(h received mu(h interest by survey respondents: organized pi(nits at the mill pond can incorporate a dis(ussion of the industrial history
of the surrounding setting; bike tours'along the Lamprey River (an introdu(e riders to the history of the small mill villages; a presentation on (urrent

oyster farming can introdu(e histori( farming pra(tices at Durham Point; a tour of easily-ac(essed cemeteries and family burial grounds can offered to

families at Halloween; and a treasure hunt through a ne`ighborhood (an en(ourage outside activity while promoting neighborhood history.



ii.      UNH -There are several UNH professors whowere, and are, pioneers intheirchosenfields ofstudywhile living in

and serving Durham's neighborhoods. Current fa(ulty and staff could assist with exhibits, lectures, tours, or blog

posts to advan(e the level of understanding in both communities. Potential subjects

defined the current VIslon of the UNH campus

in(lude Eri( Huddleston,

homes and schools throughout Durham and

the state, and Mary and Edwin Scheier, important cerami(ists who worked and taught at UNH while adding their

own decorative tou(hes to their house in the Fa(ulty Neighborhood.

b.       Bu;./d the #OC/#(flesour(e i/.a/flay-As the primary proponent and advocate for Durham's historic resour(es, the HDC/HC

may be called upon to fill many roles, including answering questions regarding old windows, evaluating the signifi(ance

and integrity of a house, or explaining complicated preservation terminology. Having an established set of resources

regarding building and preservation topics would assist the HDC/H( in its role. Building a reference library and making it

available on the commission's website could reduce time spent researching a question, and allow residents and proje(t

proponents a(tess to resources they may not already be aware of. Potential topi(s include weatherizing older buildings,

guides to ar(hitectural styles, explanations of histori( preservation laws, studies comparing building materials, and the

financial benefits of lo(al  historic distri(ts.

c.       HDC/H( Member Guidebook and provide education and training for its members -There.is ah opportun.rty to enhancethe

education of the HD(/H( itself, especially new and prospective members. The members of this commission serve on a

;E]ENEBEfiEETLEEfiip=rTflflEE==EB voluntary basis, and the level of knowledge about historic buildings and how to carry

out the responsibilities of the HD(/HC can vary widely. There is an opportunity to

develop specialized training for members of the HD(/H(, and several municipal histori(al (ommissions have developed a

guidebookformembers.TheDivisionofHistoricalResources(anassistwithtrainingopportunitiesandthe(ompilationofnecessarymaterials.

d.       (onf/.nu€ fo D€ve/ap fie/air.owhi.p5 wtth I/M5fudents -UNH students have worked in the town post office, served as volunteer fire fighters, volunteered as crossing

guards, and helped to map the town's gravestones. The availability of amenities on (ampus has reduced much of the interactions between the (ommunfty and the
students,buttherearepossibilitiestoreachouttostudentsinwaysthatwillhelpthemappre(iatethehistorictowntheylivein.Forexample,theumversity

publishesanannual``CommunityGuide:AnOff-CampusStudentResourceBooklet,"withinformationaboutlocalbusinessesandtipsonhowtodevelopagood

relationshipwithneighbors.Thetownco`uldproduteashorthistoryofoff-(ampusneighborhoodsora``topten[ist"aboutDurhamhistoryinthisbooklet.Adding

interesting facts abo,ut Durham's history to dining hall tentcards may also reach students who spend much of the year on (ampus, blit don't reside in the town. The

useofonlineresourcescanalsobeanimportantconnectiontostudents,suchasablogcoveringimportanthistoricbuildingsandevents,oranlnstagramac{ount

of photos highlighting the beauty and importance of the town's histori( resour(es. Once the DHA's digital (ollections are available online, the iise of QR`(odes on

buildings or in 'publjcations can provide a direct link between the town's histori( buildings and streetscapes, and the objects and do(uments that tell their storles.

UNH students can assist in resear(h projects affecting historic resources in town, or spe(ial HDC/H( projects.
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e.       Coordt.nafe wtth foct7//mf/.fufr.ow -The Town (an reach outto oyster River students, the Durham arts community, and the Art and History Departments at UNH to

educate residents about resour(es and for (o[laborative programming. For example, several classrooms in New Hampshire have assisted with the (reation of Valley

Quests, a series of place-based treasure hunts similar to geocachin-g, designed by and for s(hoolchildren to explore and appreciate their surroundings. They have

proven to be a great way to link important pla(es and the diverse people who (all these places home.

ffifaiB..:`_t`:`=::.:i_.==:=€=HE=EEE¥i§i¥-FE¥i¥¥+.-:¥`-i:-¥T:
4.     Preservethe (haracterofthe neighborhoods of Durham

a.       Ive/.ghb.owhoodHe//.rage D/'5fr/.d5 -Durham is home to several ar(hitecturally and historically distinctive

neighborhoods dating from the early and mid-20th century.  As des(ribed earlier in this document and in

the appendix, Neighborhood Heritage Districts (an be effective to protect su(h neighborhoods against

incompatible (hanges, where (reation of a more restrictive historic district would not be suitable to the

character of the neighborhood nor acceptable to the residents.  Ifthe (ommunity observes threats to such

neighborhoods in the future, use of this tool could be explored.

b.      fncoumge ownero(apan(y -The large number of absentee landlords (an have harmful effects on historic

resources. While recent poll(ies su(h as a housing inspection ordinance for rental properties address the

physical maintenance of properties, policies that encourage owner o((upancy for rental properties enhan(e
the likelihood of property upkeep. Programs such as home maintenance seminars and resources for

purchasing first homes can be developed in conjunction with the code Enforcement office and planning Board to a(company su(h goals. The New Hampshire

Housing Finance Authority, which promotes, finan(es, and supports affordable housing in the state, is also an important partner and resource for encouraging this

endeavor.

28



E=TEj==h=±ii!E::ri5ii±EEifiE=Hji¥+Ei=-I.`HTIE.i:
5.     Identify and inventory sites, properties, and areas that are significant to the history of Durham

a.       Survey t/ndoct/m€nf€dIve/.ghbowhood5 -One of the roles of the Heritage commission is to survey and inventory properties that have not been previously recorded for

their histori( and architectural importan(e. The 2011-2015 State Preservation Plan indicates that survey is a top priority for (urrent grants, demonstrating state-level

support for su(h endeavors. The Faculty Neighborhood and Madbury Road/ Bagdad Road/ Edgewood Road Neighborhood (including Mathes Terrace) are excellent

examplesofsurveysubjects,whichwouldenhanceDurham'sknowledgeofitsearly20thcenturyresour(esandcouldbeanearlystepintheexaminationofpossible

future Neighborhood Heritage Districts.

b.       Town-w/.deA/cha€o/og/.cfl/5wrvey -As one of the earliest European settlements in New Hampshjre, Durham has been the subject ofar(haeologi(al investigations

exploring early European and Native American relations. A town-wide survey of archaeological sensitivity and resources has never been pursued, although the

town's natural and geographi(al advantages make it a likely location for pre-and post-(ontact archaeological sites. Knowing a proje(t site's ar(haeo]ogi(al

sensitivity early in the planning process (an benefit developers and state and lo(al agen(ies by avoiding costly surprises and delays later.

(.       Mf/'ona/and5fqfefl€g/.5terIVom/.nflf/.on5 -ln addition to surveys, the preparation of National and state Register nominations is a vital tool for documenting the

buildings and districts that have shaped the history of Durham. A recent National Register nomination for the Smith (hapel and an updated nomination form for

the Wswall Falls Mill Site have helped explain the complex social history of the town. This story can be enhan(ed by sponsoring the prepar`ation of a nomination

formfortheNewmarketandBennettRoadsFarmsHistoricDistrict,basedonthedetailed2010inventoryformpreparedfortheDivisionofHistoricalResour(es,

whichwouldhighlightthenearly400-yearhistoryofagricultureinDurhamaswellasthehistoryofearly20thcenturyimmigrationintothetown.

d.       Dwlmm ff/.5fo//.(A55oc/.of/.on caft7/og/.ng pro/.€d -Inventory includes the documentation of, and a(cessibility to, the archival (ollections asso(iated with these

properties. DHA has an extensive collection of objects, do(uments, i)hotos, and ephemera, which is of value to historic resear(h. The DHA is cataloging and imaging
the materials into a database that will eventually allow people from all over the world to view the records online. As this project is in the beginning stages, the

support of volunteers, interns, or professional archivists will help complete this project.

e.      Cemef€/y5vrvey -The students of oyster River Middle school have been working with the Department of pub]i( Works to map the town's cemeteries in GIS. This

ambitious project to map the 60+ public and private burial grounds in the town tea(hes important geocoding skills while providing an importan(e se/,vice to the

town. The mapping could also serve as the foundation for an inventory project do(umenting the burial practices and final resting pla(es of Durham's well-known
'      families.
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Pointers to Other Chapters

The issues and (hallenges fa(ed by Durham's histori( resources often reflect those fa(ed by other resources in the town, and activities intended to enhan(e one category of resour(es can

have a positive or negative effect on other (ategories.

Economic DeveloDment

•        Workwith developers to encourage projects that are both financially feasible and respecttheir historicsurroundings.

•        Emphasieethe link between  historic resources and suc(essful investment opportunities

Downtown and Commercial Core

•        Having the local  histori( districtadjacentto the (ommercial core meansthere isa lot of potential to mutually benefit one another. We can explore waysto encourage longer

visits by people who enjoy both the historic atmosphere and the nearby amenities.

Natural Resources

•        Historic resources are not just about buildings, they are lands(ape features and settings that still attract Durham's residents today, just as they attracted Native Americans and

early European settlement centuries ago. Efforts to save Durham's natural resources, and promote their responsible use, reverberate in the ongoing heritage of the town.

Aoricultural  Resources

•        Supportthe (onceptofa working landscape byteaming with lo(al entities and organizations to preserve Durham's farmland.

•        The evolution offarming tools and methodsteaches the communftyabout one of its most important industries. There are opportunitiesto coordinate with local farms to

educate people about where their food comes from.

Re(reation

•         Encouragethe incorporation ofa historical (omponent in town-sponsored recreational activities.

Enflno¥

•        Work with owners of histori( properties to encourage the use of appropriate materials to make buildings more energy{ffl(ient. Provide information on (osts, statistics,

suppliers, and local (ontractors and craftsmen.

•        Encouragethe use of innovations such as urban/rooftop gardening and solar panels in a waythat respectsthe historic buildings and streetscapes. There is a growing body of

literature about how to accomplish this, illustrated with suc(essful examples.

in



(ommunitvcharacter

•        Several characteristics that define Durham's communities are signif(antto the history of the town and its neighborhcods.  Encouraging initiatives su(h as pedestrian-friendly

streetscapes, walkability, and livability are shared goals.

•        The small-town characterthat is importantto Durham's population is inextri(ablytied tothe scaling, density, and design of the historic buildings thatare found throughout

the town .

Housino and  DemooraDhics

•-WorkwithuNH,developers,andzoningtoidentifywaystoaddressthehousingneedsof(urrentandfuturestudentsinwaysthatrespectboththehistoricdistrictandtherural

landscape of the town.

•         Encouraging the diversity of the population with housing that is affordable across the spectrum is (rucial to the future ofDurham's historic resources. (ommunity pride begins

with pride in one's own property, no matter its age.

Photoc|roph {otlrtesy of Dilrham Histori( Associo{Ion
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We    appreciate    your    interest    in
developing     property     or    making
improvements  within  the  Town  of
Durham     Historic     District.         The
Historic  District  Commission  (HDC)
and the  Planning staff woilld like to
make   the   application   process   as
simple   and   pleasant   for   you   as
pOssible-

Please   feel   free   to   contact   tlle
Planning     Department     with     any

qilestions    or    comments.         We
encoilrage     you     to     arrange     a
meeting   with   our   department   to
discuss    your    proposal     prior    to
formal submission.

Purpose
The   goal   of  the   Durham   Historic
District  Ordinance   is  to  foster  the

preservation     of    structures     and
places of historic7  architectural,  and
community       valiie.              Through

preservation   efforts   we   hope   to:
a}  enhance  oilr  sense  of  pride  in
this   beautiful  town;ut)  conserve
property  values;     and  c)  enhance
the   attractiveness   of   Durham   for
homeowners,    homebuyers,    te±±si-
nesses, and tourists.

Elements Subject to Review
Approval from the  HDC  is  required for
any     activity    affecting     the    exterior
architectural  appearance  of a  bilildilig
and    other   site   changes   within    the
clistrict  (except for  exempted  activities
specified   in   the   ordinance)   including
the following:
•            the erection of new buildings;
•            additions to existing  buildings;
•            alterations to existing buildings;
•             demolition of existing  buildings:
•            relocation of a bililding:
•             signs and  lighting;
•           walls and fences;
•            driveways, parking,  and paving;
•            removal of 12" diameter trees

Process
An    application    for   a    Certificate    of
Approval   must   be   submitted   to   the
Durham   Historic   District   Commission
through  the  Planning  Department,   no
fewer than  10 calendar days  prior to a
regular Commission meeting.

The  HDC  meets  oil  the  first  Thursday
of  each   month   at   7:00   p.in.   in   the
Council  Chambers in Town  Hall.

Once  an   application   is   submitted,   the
applicant  will  be  placecl  on  the  agenda
for  the  next  regular  meeting   after  the
deadline.     The commission    seeks to

Sajsg   action   as   soon   as   possible:
which  can  be  in  one  meeting  if all  of
the   necessary   docilmentation   and
information  is submitted in time.

It   is   not   requirecl   that  you   hire   an
architect.         However,     it    may    be
difficult      to       provide       appropriate
drawings  and  to  meet the  objectives
of  the  district  without  the  use  of  an
architect;     particularly    where     new
construction       or       additions       are
involved.

Standards for Review
The  HDC follows a  set of criteria laid
out  in  the  ordinance  when  reviewing

projects.    AIl  existing  conditions  are
considered    to    be    "g`randfathered"
and    property    owners    are    never
required     to      bring      any     existing

property    into    conformity    with    the
ordinance.   It is only when a property
or  business  owner  initiates  a  project
that  the  proposal  comes  before  the
HDC,   and   only   for   the   review   of
elements  proposed  by  the  property
Owner-

TEPEE]
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Submission Materials
You need to submit only those materials
that   the   commission    determines   are
necessary   to   conduct   an   appropriate
review.       On   small   or   straightforward

projects   submission   of  the   application
form  and  one  or  more  sketches  drawn
by the applicant may be sufficient.

Applicants  are  encouraged  to  talk  with
the     Planning     Department     prior    to

preparing an application package to get
a sense of which of the items below are
not  needed.   The  application   package
may   include   any   or   all   of  the   items
listed below as stipulated by the HDC:

1.   Apolication  Form.

2.   Elevations.      Elevation  drawings  to
scale of each affected facade of the
building    clearly    depicting    existing
conditions and proposed work.

3`    Details.             Detail      drawings      of

FTopriatee[ements(suchasthe
balustrade for a handicap ramp).

4.   E!ans.     Site  plans  drawn  to  scale
clearly  depicting  existing  conditions
and proposed work.

5.   Photoaraphs.    Photographs  gLthf
building, where impacted.

6.   Samples.    Material  sample  (such  as
a brick or the actual window),  swatch
(Such   as  a   piece  of  the  proposed
awning   in   the   actual   color),   color
boards,   and/or   manufacturer's   cut
sheet  of  materials  to   be   used,   a§
appropriate.

7.   Other  Items. Any other items  which
the    Commission    may    reasonat)ly
need to conduct its review.

Note  that  there  are  no  app//.cat/on  fees
for   the   review.       The   historic   district
ordinance  and  application  forms  can  be
acce§sed     via     the    Town's    website
(below).   Once again,  please feel free to
contact   the   Planning   Department  with
any    questions.    Thank   you    for   your
cooperation!

Contact Information
Michael Behrendt
Town Planner
Planning  Department,
Town of Durham
15 Newmarket Road
Durham,  NH   03824

(603) 868-8064 phone,
(603) 868ng033 fax
mbehrendt@ci.dumam.nh.us
http//ci.durham.nh.us

'',,,I(,;,,;i:;,:,,,,,T#\,,;i;;;I,;;j,;,,i,i,:;!!iji:,,,,I,,,``fr.-.-.'`:-..Ili'`"'fl,I+,I",i;'`,,ill,".,I,jill,I
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Selected Properties within the Durham Historic

District
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Thesedescriptionsaretakenfrom"TheHistoricDistrictofDurham,NewHampshire:AWalkingTour,"preparedbytheDurhamHistorical

Association, June 1 992. The language herein varies slightly from the original descriptions.

®

©

®

®

Scammell Granoe

Aone-storyschoalhouse,builthereinl860,waspurchasedinl893bythescammellGrange#122forameetingpla(e.Ase(ondstory,andaone-storyextensionintherearfora

stage, were added in 1897.  The grange was named for General Alexander Scammell, a hero of the Revolution from Durham.  When the grange disbanded in 1982, the Town of

Durham bought the property.  It housed an Infant (are (enter and the Durham Art Association.  The fine ltalianate structure was recently rehabilitated by developer Pete Murphy

for commercial use and housing.  The building was moved forward on the site to accommodate a  large new addition in the rear, also used for housing.

The Red Tower

The Reverend John  Blydenburgh built this house in  1780.   His daughter, Margaret, an anti-slavery advocate,  lived here until her death in  1862.  The property was purchased in  1895

by Hamilton Smith, a millionaire mining engineer, tuned this modest home into a mansion with a three-story tower.   He a(quired land to the south and created a gentleman's

farm estate with elaborate gardens and romantic trails along the banks of the Oyster River.  A carriage house and stable, billiard house, tea house, and Creamery supported  his

lifestyle.  The Smith garden, across the road where the Epis(opal (hur(h now stands, surrounded a rustic covered well and was "free to all lovers of the beautiful."  The estate was

subdivided in the 1960's.  The house was made into apartments and is now occupied by students.

(ommunitvchurch

The Community Church of Durham has been described as "a superb example of the Greek Revival style as expressed in religious architecture."   Built in 1848 by the Congregational

Society with funds from the sale of pews, the site on the hill  pla(ed the church in the path of a growing village.  This is the fourfu meeting house (onstructed in Durham sin(e 1655,

when a crude shelter was located on the south bank of the Oyster River "half-way between the falls and the oyster beds."  Alterations to the interior and additions since then have

kept pa(e with the changing needs, without compromising the integrity of the original design.

Former (ourthouse

Joseph toe, Durham shipbuilder and mer(hant, built this ex(ellent Federal style bri(k building in  1825.  The unusual  round (omer door is a feature of only two other buildings in

the area that were designed to provide two stories for mer(antile use plus a shallow third-floor apartment.  In 1840, after years of meeting in taverns and s(hoolhouses, the Town

purchased the building for a Town Hall.  In 1852 funds were allocated to (onvert the top two stories into one hall to be fitted out with Chandelier, settees, and a stove.  The hall was

used in the 1930's and `40's by teenagers for basketball and dances.  By the 1950's the Tour Meeting was too large for the space.  Since 1961, it has been the Durham Histori(

Associate Museum.  The first floor was the Durham  District (ourt and is now ottupied by the Durham Re(reation Department.
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Three (himnevs Inn

Valentine Hill built a house on the north side of the Oyster River near the site of his mill in 1649.  With a commanding view from the hill, it has held a position of prominence ever

since.  The two and one-half story ell, with large center chimney, is thought to be the original house.  The property passed to George ffrost, who later became postmaster,

sometime after 1796.  Descendants of the ffrost family owned the house until the early 1980's.  The property is now the Three Chimneys Inn.

General John Sullivan  House

Dr. Samuel Adams built this Georgian style house in  1740.   His widow sold the house and the three a(res to John Sullivan, a young  lawyer, in 1764.   He added other structures to

the property, including a small building in the rear thought to have housed slaves, a law office, a library, a dairy and stables.  As a returning hero of the Revolution, who had fought

alongside George Washington, General Sullivan kept (ouncil chambers here when he was elected Governor of this newly-formed State.  Distinguished guests from all over the

country and Europe were entertained in his home.  With his widow's death in 1820, the property passed out of the family, to return almost a (entury later when Lynde Sullivan, a

descendent, bought the house in al 912.  The house is Durham's only National Historic Landmark.  A monument to Sullivan stands on the site of the old meeting  house.

Winbom Adams House

Lt. Colonel Winbom Adams is thought to have built this house c.1750.   He was a surveyor and innkeeper.  Adams was with General John Sullivan in the 1774 raid on Fort William

and Mary and was captain of the first (ompany raised for the Revolution from Durham.  He was killed while in Command of the 2nd New Hampshire Regiment at the Battle of

Bemis Heights in  1777.

James Paul House

This is the only stone house in the Historic District.   It was built between  1830 and  1840, and is transitional FederavGreek Revival in style.  The four tall chimneys, granite lintels

over the windows, and granite quoins at the corners add much to the elegance of the design.

The Ledges

This Georg.ran style house, known as The Ledges, was built (.1750.  Subsequent additions of a two-story wing and sun porch to the rear are (ompatible with the original structure.

The handsome six-panel front door is flanked by fluted pilasters rising to a triangular pediment and surmounted by a four-panel transom light of bull's{ye glass.   For a time,

Phillips Academy in Andover owned the house and used it as a country retreat. Later, the George ffrost Sawyer family restored the house and grounds.

Broth  Hill

The area known as Broth Hill, on the east side of Newmarket Road just beyond Durham Point Road, (ontains five modest, similar Georgian-type capes built (.1800.  Four of them

were built by Joseph toe as homes for his shipyard workers.  In spite of numerous additions to the houses, the ar(hitectural integrity of these single-family homes remains intact.
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Broth  Hill

Newmarket Road

Scammell  Grange

37  Main  Street

"Red Tower"

19  Main Street

Former (ourthouse

Main Street and

Dover  Road

Three Chimneys Inn

17  Newmarket Road

General  Sullivan

House

23  Newmarket Road
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Historic District (ommission/ Heritage (ommission

Brochure



What is a Heritage Commission?

A Heritage Commission  (HC)  is an entity

whose functions  include the identification,
recognition,  and preservation of sites and
structures of historic value.  In  Durham,
the scope of the Heritage Commission
extends over the eiitire town, border to
border.  It is a non-regulatory agency
whose purpose is to help the wider
community appreciate,  protect,
and  ultimately enjoy Durham's
historic character in  individual
and collective ways.

The  Durham  HC  and  HDC aLre comprised of seven
appointed members, including one representative

from the Council and one from the planning Board.
They meet the first Thursday of each month at

7:00pm  in the Town Council  Chambers.

What is an Historic District Commission3

An  Historic  District Commission  (HDC)  is a

governmental body whose purview is a
distinctly delineated area known officially
as the  ``Historic  District''.  In  Durham, this

is  a contiguous zone corresponding
roughly to our downtown section,

where the greatest concentration
of historic sites  is  located.  HDC

regulates the preservation
of historic properties

within this  district.
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Goals and Objectives
a/frfeG

Durham Heritage
cz7Zd

Historic District
Commissions:

EdIAcate rest,dents  about h;irtori,c

¢reservchon

Assist cnd, ed:vise  ouners  Of histori,c

profierties i;n mahag history ~f tendly
chalces with resfiect  to exterior

renovctj,ons  and changes

Expand the recoghahon Of histori,c
ches beyond the fiaro;meters  if the

dountown di,§triet

Condect a comSrehensive survey  Of
Iitffhcm and create art Historic

Profierhes  database fiubhcly  accessthle
vie the TounJs websi,te

Our Partners
The Durham Hiiston'c Associafron
Founded in 18jl, The Durham Historfe

Assc)c.iation  (DHA) is the oldest organizati.on
ofitskindinthestabcofNewHampshire,

and amongthe oldest in the nation. Its
volunteer  staff maintains archival and phgsical

artefactsrepresentingDurham'sthrceand
one-half centuries of material, social, anc]

cultural histong, rna.ng of which can be viewed
in the DHA museum locatecl in the historic

courthouse. For more information,

pleasecalltheDHAat868~2700oraccess
their website link on the communitg

pageatwww.ci.durham.nh.us

The Durham Citizen
yes, 90u!

Involve 9oursclf in Historic Durharn!

Attendameetingorreturnthecoupon.
Your input i's welcomecl!

I . would like information
on ways to preserve and

maximize the historic value
of ny property and/or become

involved with safe-keeping
Durham's historic buildings

and landscape.

name

address

phone

email

I]lease mail this form to..

Historic District Commission
15 Newmarket Road
Durham, NH 03824
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A I  I endlx IV

List of Durham Properties with Documentation at
the NH Division of Historical Resources, (ategorized

by Designation



\            ,-                                                                                                                        ,J,,.-Z,-,:,`,,\.                   ,,           (         y;-,2                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  ,;J`,          ,-,3v"       -`-``,/`,.-J-`^(      :,,

[1
Durham Historic District Main Street and Newmarket Road Lo(al historic district and listed in the National Register

General John Sullivan  House 23 Newmarket Road National  Historic Landmark

Smith (hapel 45 Mill Pond Road National and State Register listed

Wiswall  Falls Mill  Site Wiswall Road, Lamprey River National Register listed

Thompson  Hall Main Street, UNH campus National  Register listed

Daniel (hesley House 92 Dover Road National  Register eligible

Morrill  Hall College Street and Main Street National  Register eligible

Rev. Hugh Adams House-Moses 97 Newmarket Road National Register eligible, both as an individual property and as part of the

Thompson Farm-Pierre Hamel Farm Newmarket and Bennett Roads Farms Historic District

Farm house 313 Newmarket Road National  Register eligible

Oyster River Dam Newmarket Road and Oyster River Listed within  Durham  Historic District, listed in State Register; also individually

eligible for the National  Register

UNH  Outdoor Pool 5 Edgewood Road National  Register eligible

Newmarket and Bennett Roads Farms Newmarket Road and Bennett Road National  Register eligible

Historic District

Wiswall  Falls Histori( District Wiswall  Road National  Register eligible

Folsom's Tavern/ Odiorne Farm 1  Back River Road Listed in State Register; eligible for National Register

Durham Pump Station Old  Landing  Road State Register eligible

Jones Farm 59 Piscataqua  Road lnventoried*

George Emerson House 77 Piscataqua Road Inventoried

John  Hauslein  House 79 Piscataqua  Road Inventoried

Palmer House 82 Piscataqua Road Inventoried

Newsky Farm 221  Dame Road Inventoried

James M. Bunker House 3 Williams Way Inventoried

*an inventoried property has been recorded on an inventory form at the NH  Division of Histori(al  Resources, but has no a(tual designation
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A5

Durham National Register Historic District Map

(included in 1980 National Register form

prepared for district)



(Additional  maps to be prepared by SRP( based on GIS layer already provided by VHB)
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Suggested Resources



Orclanizations, Aoencies. Community GrouDs

Durham  Historic District (ommission/ Heritage (ommission,  htto://www.(i.durham.nh.us/boc    historic

Durham Histori( Assoc.iation,  httD://www.ci.durham.nh.us/community/come-visit-us-our-air-Conditioned-museum

Strafford Regional  Planning Commission, httD://www.strafford.org/

New Hampshire Div.ision of Historical Resour(es,  htto://www,nh.Gov/nhdhr/

New Hampshire Preservation Allian(e, httD://www.nhDreservation.oro/

New Hampshire Histori(al Society, htto://www.nhhistorv.oro/

New Hampshire Division of Archives and Re(ords Management, httD://sos.nh.qov/arch    re(    mamt.asDx

New Hampshire State Library,  httD://www.nh.ciov/nhsl/

National Trust for Histori( Preservation,  htto://www.Dreservationnation.oro/

National Alliance of Preservation Commissions, http://nap(.uga.edu/

Town of Durham

Durham  Historic District commission Application.  httD://www.ti.durham.nh.us/bot    historic/historic-district-commission-aDDlitation

Durham Histori( District Commission/ Heritage Commission Ordinan(e. http://www.ci.durham.nh.us/sites/default/files/fileatta(hments/zoning/article    17.pdf

Durham  Historic District (ommission, "Rules of Pro(edure." http://www.ci.durham.nh.us/bot    historic/histori(-distri(t-(ommission-rules-procedure

Durham Ar(hitectural Regulations.  httD://www.ti.durham.nh.usThoc    Dlanninci/ar(hitectural-reoulations-adoDted-november-14-2012
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Lo(al Historv. Memoirs, and Media Resources

Babco(k, Donald c,, Historv of the universitv of New HamDshire, (Durham, NH: University of New Hampshire,1941).

Bardwell, John D. and Ronald P. Bergeron, lmaoes of a University: A PhotooraDhi( Historv of the University of New HamDshire, (Durham, NH: Universrty of New Hampshire,1984).

Durham  Historic Association,  Durham,  New HamDshire: A Historv  1900-1985,  ((anaan,  NH:  Phoenix Publishing,1985).

Maynard, Joyce,  Lookino  Ba(k: A (hronicle of Growino  UD Old  in the Sixties.  (New York:  Doubleday,1973).

Milne, Lorus Johnson and Margery Joan Greene Milne, The vallev: Meadow, Grove, and stream. (New York: Harper and Row,1959).

Ross,WilliamLandThomasM.House,Durham:A(enturvinphotooraDhs(ImagesofAmericaseries),(Dover,NH:Arcadiapublishing,1996).

Sta(kpole, Everett S., Lucien Thompson and Winthrop S. Meserve, Historv of the Town of Durham New HamDshire, (rev.1913 edition),  (Somersworth, NH: New Hampshire Publishing Company,

973).

Thompson, Mary pickering,  Landmarks in Ancient Dover. (Con(ord, NH:  Republi(an press Asso(iation,1892). https://ar(hive.org/details/landmarksinan(ieoothom
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Film:

Lost Boundaries, directed by Alfred L. Werker,1949.

Preservation General References

'The National Register of H.istoric Pla(es." htto://www.nDs.oov/nr/Dubli(ations/bulletins/bro(hure

"How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation."  httD://www.nDs.gov/nr/oublica-tions/bulletins/nrbl 5

"Historic Residential Suburbs: Guidelines for Evaluatlon and Do(umentation for the National  Register of Historic places."  http://www.nps.gov/nr/publications/buHetins/suburbs/index.htm

Secretary of the Interiors Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties, http://www.nps.gov/tps/standards.htm

"Protecting Historic Properties: A Cmzen's Guide to Section  106 Review," Advisory Council on  Historic Preservation. httD://www.achD.gov/docs/CitizenGuide.Ddf



Preservation  Plannino and Tools

"Preserving (ommuniity Character: A Preservation  Planning  Handbook for New Hampshire," New Hampshire Preservation Allian(e. (excerpt:

httD://www.nhDreservation.orcitimaqes/stories/Ddfs/Dlanninotools%20handbook%20excerot.Ddf)

"Heritage (ommissions for New Hampshire (ommunities," New Hampshire Division of Histori(al Resources. http://www.nh.gov/nhdhr/publi(ations/do(uments/hc   fattsheet.pdf

"(ertifed Local Governments Program in  New Hampshire," New Hampshire Division of Histori(al  Resour(es. http://www.nh.gov/nhdhr/publi(ations/do(uments/clg    nh..Ddf

`'Certified Local Government Program  Manual," New Hampshire Division of Historical Resources.  htto://www.nh.oov/nhdhr/oroorams/do(uments/tlo    manual.Ddf

"Protecting older Neighborhoods Through Conservation District Programs," Julia Miller. National Trust for Histori( Preservation, 2004.

"Protecting Historic Resources Through  Demolition  Review," New Hampshire Division of Histori(al  Resources. http://www.nh.gov/nhdhr/publications/documents/demolition    review.pdf

"Neighborhood Heritage Districts: A Handbook for New Hampshire Municipalities," Elitabeth Durfee Hengen and Carolyn Baldwin,  Esq. for the New Hampshire Division of Histori(al Resources.

httD://www.nh.oov/nhdhr/do(uments/neiohborr    hert    handbook.odf

"Protecting Cultural  Lands(apes: Planning, Treatment and Management of Historic Lands(apes," National  Park Servi(e. http://www.nps.gov/tps/how-to-preserve/briefs/36-(ultural-

landscaDes.htm

"New Hampshire's Five Year Preservation  Plan 2011 -2015," New Hampshire Division of Historical Resour(es,

httD://www.nh.ciov/nhdhr/Droarams/documents/nh    Preservation    Dlan2011to2015.Ddf

"Preservation of scenic Areas and Viewsheds," New Hampshire Office of Energy and  Planning,  https://www.nh.gov/oep/planning/resour(es/documents/s(eni(-preservation.Ddf
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Information for Homeowners and Develooers

Weatherization Guide for Older and Histori( Buildings" (four sections: Insulation, Roofing, Windows, Mechanical Systems), National Trust for Historic Preservation.

htto://www.Dreservationnation.orqtinformation-center/sustainable-communities/buildincis/weatherization/#.U7Mms    ldvn8



"Saving Windows, Saving Money: Evaluating the Energy Performan(e of window Retrofit and Replacement," National Trust for Historic Preservation, National (enter for Preservation

Te(hnology and Training, (ascadia Green Building Coun(il and Ecotope (onsulting Research Design. httD://www.Dreservationnation.oro/information{enter/sustainable-(ommunities/qreen-

lab/savino-windows-savina-monev/120919    NTHP    windows-analysis    v3Iowres.odf

"Histori( Wood windows," National Trust for Histori( Preservation tip sheet. httD://www.nhDreservation.oro/imaoes/stories/Ddfs/2009    Revised    Window   TiD    Sheet.odf

"A Guide to RSA 79-D/ Histori( Barn Tax Incentive," New Hampshire preservation Allian(e.  htto://www.nhDreservation.oro/imaqes/stories/Ddfs/barn    tax    in(entive    Dacket3-08.odf

"Historic Barn Assessment Grant Program -Application," New Hampshire Preservation Alliance, httD://www.nhDreservation.oro/imaoes/stories/Ddfs/BarnaDDwith    loool 1-09.odf

"Sustainable Histori( Preservation," Whole Building  Design Guide. httD://www.wbdo.oro/resources/sustainable    hD.Oho

"Preserving Historic Homes," U.S. Department of Energy.  httD://aoDsl.eere.enerov.oovThuildinos/Dubli(ations/Ddfs/buildino    ameri(a/histori(    homes    ciuide.odf

"Real:izing the Energy Efflcieney Potential of small Buildings," National Trust for Histori( Preservation and New Buildings Institute. htto://www.Dreservationnation.oro/information-

center/sustainable-communities/Green-lab/small-buildinos/130604    NTHP    reDort    sin.Ddf

Preservation  Briefs, available on a variety of topics in(luding lead paint hazards, exterior additions, and repairing mortarjoints. National Park Service, httD://www.mos.oov/tosThow-to-

Dreserve/briefs.hth

Preservation E(onomics and Fioures

The Economics of Historic Preservation: A Community Leader's Guide," Donovan  D. ftypkema, National Trust for Historic Preservation.

"A Guide to Tax-Advantaged Rehabilitation," Jayne F. Boyle, Stuart Ginsberg, Sally G. 0ldham  (rev. by Donovan Rypkema), National Trust for Historic preservation.

"Benefits of Residential Histori( District Designation for property owners," Jonathan Mabry, City of Tucson.

httD://www.Dreservationni.oro/site/EXDEno/imaqes/imaoes/Ddfs/Historic%20District%20benefits    Mabrv    %206-7ro7.Ddf

"Measuring E(onomi( Impacts of Historic preservation," PlaceEconomics and universrty of pennsylvania. httD://www.0lacee(onomics.com/wp-Content/uDloads/2012/02/etonomi(-imDacts-of-

brfuf
"The (E(onomic) Value of National  Register Listing," Donovan Rypkema.  httD://www.Dla(eeconomics.com/Dub/Dlaceeconomicsoub2002.odf
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Presentation on preservation e(onomi(s by Donovan Rypkema, March 20, 2014. https://www.youtube.(om/watch?v=a4y5bzaal7k

``Older, Smaller, Better: Measuring how the (haracter of buildings and blocks influences urban vitality," National Trust for Histori( Preservation.

http://www.preservationnation.org/information-(enter/sustainable-communities/green-lab/oldersmallerbetter/

``The Economics of Historic Preservation," Randall Mason, The Brookings Institute. http://www.brookings.edu/resear(h/reports/2005/09/metroDolitanDoli(y-mason

Architecture Stvle Guides

Howard, Hugh, How old is this House?, (New York: The Noonday press,1989).

MCAlester, Virginia  Savage, A  Field Guide to American  Houses,  (New York: Alfred A.  Knopf, 2013). Original edition  published  1994.

Poppeliers, John c. and s. Allen (hambers Jr., What style is lt, (Hoboken: John wiley & Sons, 2003).

Thorson, Robert M., EXDlorino stone walls, (New York: Walker and (ompany, 2005).

Visser, Thomas  Durant,  Field Guide to New Enoland  Barns and  Farm  Buildings,  (Hanover,  NH:  Universfty Press of New England,1997).
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Online Survey Results



uestion  1. What historv-related activities have you or your family recently parti(ioated  in, or would eniov in the future?
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houses &mtE barns
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fuel:urE
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63.18`!6                                   5SA86%

45                                                 :t7

se.4S%                             3€ ,54%
46                                                           1 !!

3fi.Orfa                             74.o0%
1937

sO.00€}b                                 64.71 :.:
17                                                              22`

&2.6q?a                                  71.74%
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sere?ie                               &S®33%
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Ouestion  1  ((on't.)

1'.,'5



Ouestion 2, Which histori( resources in Durham are most important to vou? This (an in(lude anvthinq man-made, such as buildinos, Parks, fields, streets, neiohborhoods, et(.

(responses are unedited)

Historic homes, the dam, Jackson`s Landing, churches,

graveyards, Wagon  Hill,  land surrounding Gen Sullivan

Monument/bridge park

Old  Landing exa(tly as it is; rock walls;  Broth  Hill;

all  historic buildings, all open space,  parks,  river access

areas

The open space and trail system. Long-time farms.

The community chur(h, Red Towers, Three chimneys,

Main Street area, Wagon Hill, old Landing and

surrounding area

The outdoor pool

Histori( district homes and businesses, Mill  Pond and

Durham Landing

buildings, open  land

None

All

Landing area

Older structures, like the (ommunity (hur(h and

Courthouse

General Sullivan  House

None

Streetsapes which are threatened (eg current town

offices soon to be repla(ed), UNH Outdoor pool

Old landing and the display of its history

buil`dings and  parks

Town hall

Wagon  Hill, The Town Landing, Ja(kson Landing

Houses

Old homes, the stone (hapel, dams

Thompson Hall, Wagon Hill Farm, Emery Farm,

Whittemore Center

nature and natural resour(e sites

swimming pool, pond, dam

working farms

Wagon  Hill

parks/public spa(es

The Court House, Wagon Hill  Farm, The Dam, all open

spa(e, all  histori( buildings (we have so few,)

The  UNH  Outdoor Pool

Open space,  historic buildings

Buildings, homes, fields, rivers, oceans such as Great Bay

and Little Bay

Buildings,homes

OR Dam, WPA  Pool, Town  Hall, Mill  Pond, our Histori(

District, Mathes Terrace neighborhood

Town Hall, cemeteries

The unh pool

Wagon  Hill, (ourthouse,  boat laun(h  (now in disrepair!!!)
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(olonial buildings, pre-industrial age sites (falls, dams,

et(., Revolutionary War connections.

Smith Chapel, restoring histori( structures and gardens

in town and Adam's Point

Museum

Histori( homes, historic ro(k walls, Mill Pond dam, Smith

Chapel, historic downtown buildings

Parks, unh

Grange

Rivers, dams, great Bay (ommer(e , transportation &

usage

Open fields and old houses and barns, the Mill  Pond Dam

impoundment (for the skating, skiing, nature viewing it

provides) and the lands continguous to it, which provide

some of the same wildlife habitats and re(reation

DHA Museum,  Histori( Distri(t, Open Spaces,  Histori(

Buildings

The dam on  108

Durham Community Church, Mill Pond and waterfall and

bridge and park, the open field  next to the Pillar's house

Preservation  is inter(onnected through all resources. A

sense of community evolves via this. Protecting

neighborhoods for families is tantamount

The pool! The Old Reservoir,  Littlehales pond on  Bagdad

Rd.

Durham  Histori( District, the old ATO  (formerly UNH

president's residence)

walkability to downtown from Wedgewood

Neighborhood

all of the above

the UNH Outdoor Pool

I don't even know where the histori( district is

UNH outdoor pool, Town landing, court house, smith

(hapel.  mill  pond

parks and conservation land,

NOTHING in the downtown core...please cont to

revitalize.
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uestion 3. Whi(h histori( resour(es in Durham should more DeoDle know about? (responses are unedited

see above

historic houses on Main Street, architecture that

exemplifies a spe(ifi( era other than "(olonial"

haven't lived in Durham long enough to be able to

answer this.

Art of Durham houses, campus & people i.e. paintings at

Town Hall, Post Office, & (hur(hes. These should be

identified and an inventory made.

The outdoor pool

Town Class VI roads -some former stage coa(h roads

with associated stone walls, Old home foundations

Whatever their personal interest is.

Manufacturing pla(es benefitting from various dams

General  Sullivan  House

None

DHA museum (olle(tion; histori( houses

Picnic area near wiswald

Durham  Historic Assoc.

all of them -seems there is not a lot talked about

development of town as community

working farms

parks/public spaces

ALL ofthem!

The  UNH  Outdoor Pool

Historic buildings

Histori(al  Society

all

Remembrance of Durham (itizens who served/died in

armed forces.

Boat launch, Mill area at Town Landing and Mill Pond

Energy sour(es and uses prior to electrifi(ation

All ofthem! Every year we are losing more and more of

our historic structures

Museum

l'd like to see the town's appreciation  (and education for

residents) of "histori(" extend to the houses built in the

20th century as well -homes along Bagdad Rd, the

Faculty Neighborhood, et(.

Walking trails

museum

See above

Mill Pond Center and surroundings for history, arts,

s(emery, natural resources; Mill Pond Dam; Wiswall  Dam;

numerous old houses and stone walls.

Durham Histori( Association, Museum

The histori(al society and meeting could be posted more

Smith Chapel  is a treasure and I wish A((ess was better

for our disabled population as it would  likely see more

visitors. (onsider using the (hapel for small  lectures,

concerts, etc.

UNH  has some photos of old Durham -maybe a slide

show would be interesting.

The first (anal in  New England is in Durham. It conne(ts

the Lamphrey and the Oyster Rivers
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Doe Farm

too many to list

the UNH Outdoor Pool

How & where we used to keep chi(kens, pigs, milk (ows

and graze cattle in Town.

UNH  outdoor pool.

war related aspe(ts (revolutionary/(ivil)
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Question 4. Do vou think Preservation is (urrentlv a help or a  hindran(e to the oualitv of life and development in Durham? Please choose an option on this stale, with "1 "

meanino that Dreservation is nearly always a hindran(e, and "5" meanino oreservation is nearly always an asset.

€nio fabeE}

|nD FaBeH}

0                    0`.5                      .1                       151                      E                     2.5i                      3                      3.5i                     4                      4.5                   5

fl

4Hindigra`ncg}

2845
lHEEp)

Tata!                 J5.`t.. Era Be

RatirEg

I 25ife!             10. fl 4%             ti a.$4dtia             15.94%            47 B3%
E,                                   T                                 13                                  1 -1                                 3`3                         €q9                                     3.a:7
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uestion 5. Which of the followino a(tivities do vou consider to be Preservation-related? please choose vour too three a(tivities,

tkri 3\¥er Choices

Fixing up a historic building

K£.eping figricultLiFah'rural characffgr intact

Le~arning  loc,al hi§tthny

Patronizing dDWRtEpurn busine§§es

A"ending histcmt-related programs

Regulating fthg chflracter &md use Of prapertie§ i'+ithin a historic district

SELring prioritized buildi,ng§ from dem8litiDn

Total  i.£sF[„rl8Erlts   S5

ReEP,On§e§

62.32t%             rf 3

fifr.87 Sth             I 2

2S[Ogrfa              13

15,94:j'b               i 1

I.25a,i

69.42?tb            i 1

62.17Hlb               3`L=
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Question 5  ((on't.)

FinimE un n a
hG§t,a,rbe®"

KEreffli)n'g

agri[umaumaB.„

Lgarninfg loicalt
ELigtory

patman@Ein`g

ti.murntcrmn^..

AttgndiEmff
higtany-maBfi.\u®

Rggiu ffitin a the
I.h,flraateFT &n .,b*

S&1l'imB

prriDFTHize\di"a

BtEL           10J%              20Th              3Pr+a              4ioqb              5,BEE             fintnfa TD`% •Btr% '9HiTS     inoEL
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uestion 6. Which of the followinq tools would most help preservation and educational efforts in Durham? Please Choose uD to three.

Anew€r Ch8ice5

Finc€ing out more about historic and arcliaeological resou rues in the town through
s u rvety alid inventory

Pursuing m{ore llational Register and State Register of Historic Places Eistings for
recognition

Programs for developers and bu8iliess owners to team abotJt tax credits to fix ilp
order builclings

Programs for nob-profit organizations to learn about fLlnding available to save ancl
reuse older buiccfings

Programs for liomeowners to learn about fines for issues in`rolved in maintairiir]g
older hot]ses, outfruiEdings, and yards

Regular scliedule of programs 8botjil Durham'§ history

Tax relief incenthes for restorecf or rehab.ilitated properties (§ucn as property tax
ab8tem,ants, f}roperty tax freezes, or a tax deferra[ program)

Rese&rcliing prominent 19d:li an`c! 20tli centq ry residents of I)u rham

Establishing zoning controls (use and c8ensfty} to preserve the character and feel of
sn oREer neighborhood

EstabEishing zoning controls  (phys6c=al cliara`ctfristies  suich as enderfor bu iBding
eBements, ge(b3ckss &r]d additiens) to presents the character ancl feel of &n older
neighborliood

Startbng a !ow-interest revoivi'ng loan furid for maintenance projects on historic
buildings

Establishing a process to review ctemoEitions before they liappen, with a holding
period for priDritizad historic properties (commonly kno\vn a§ 6`demoEition deisy")

pr,eservatien e8sements

Tctal Respondents. [57

Responses

25.37%
17

11.9436        8

29.agr,b
2rJ

14.93%
`1

20.90%
'4

22.39%
'?

31.so%
31

5.97tlh          4

35£2%
24

35£2Tfeife
=4

8.9orEL          ,:

31 .34£6
21

5.979i          4
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Ouestion 6 ((on't.)



Question 7.  Have vou heard of the Durham  Historic District?

I thane nergr
h,gflrd of it

I  hL&ne he&rdi
Shout itf bu-..

i know a fcrt
3frout the...

B%         10%           2Ci%           30%           40%           5ff%

.fr.nsLg.far [hc!,ices

I hflLpe met.rter hg&rds of it

I h&hr`e hg@rd about it, but 0 donpt know rmuich about it

I knorw a led @bou{ th,a h5§torie tli§triat

T8tEi

60% 70% E0%

REspomses

£.fi3%

5®.FO'Efr

4S.ffi

90%     10,Otl+i

a

lrfi£,

31

Ti
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Ouestion 8. What is your aoe bra(ket?

S=-  JS

65+

0%          10%           20q6 30% 40% 50%          60% 70% 80% 90%    100%

A7

Ans"er Choices

Under 25

25-35

3545

45-55

55¢5

65+

To{tal

Respcrtses

1.47.i/a

2.94%

19.12%

14.J1®.b

16.18t3b

45.593G

1

`13

10

11

31

68



Ouestion 9. How lono  have you lived in Durham?

Under S years

5-10 years

10-20 years

20-cO years

3040 years

40+ years

An8urgr Cfroices

uncteT 5 years

5-10 years

10-20 years

2un years

Sun years

4th years

Tc(ta!

idI.-.___

I
0%         10%           20% 30% 40% 50%          60%

Respenfes

15.49F%

9Ji6%

26.769a

22Itfro

7"%

18.31%

709/a 80% 90%     100a/a
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AppendixvIII

Public Forum survey Results (May 8, 2014)



Question 1 . What is Your vision? What do You want for the historic resources of Durham (ADoearance/ Phvsi(al (haracteristics)?

Rank your top 5, in order:

A.      0lderbuildingsare preserved and re-used

8.      Existing s(ale and setbacks in downtown and residential areas are maintained

(.       Agri(ultural landscapes, in(luding trees, open spa(e, buildings, stone walls, and fields are preserved

D.      Dams, stone walls, cemeteries and other archaeological features are retained

E.       Natural  materials (wood, bri(k, stone, as opposed to syntheti( materials) are used for both rehabilitation ofolder buildings and new construction

F.       The distinct character of individual neighborhoods and areas in the town is recognized and preserved

G.      Automobilesand parking do notvisuallydominatethe lo(al  histori(district

H.      Newbuildings respectthe(haracterofthesurrounding area

I.        The downtown, histori(district,and olderneighborhoodsarewalkable in scaleand design
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Question  1  ((on't.) What is vour vision? What do you want for the historic resour(es of Durham  (AODearan(e/ Phvsi(al (haracteristi(s)?

Rank your top 5, in order:

__12.1.0_%____.

6»`O``oo6go`o

A8

-----------------  13-.-94% ----------------------------

a

16%1

`

14%     i,
I

i

I

12%       1L

i

1o%     ;,

8%

6%

4%

2%



Question 2. What is your vision? What do you want for the histori( resources of Durham  (Activities)?

Rank your top 3, in order:

A.      There are many educational and fun activities in which the community and visitors can participate that celebrate Durham's histori( resour(es

8.       Preservation of significant buildings and areas exemplifies local pride

(.       Residents and visitors actively patronize businesses in the downtown

D.      Durham's histori( buildings are (omprehensively identified and do(umented, and residents and visitors (an easily find this information

E.       Demolition isdiscouraged through educational effortsand bylaw

F.       Financial incentivesare promoted asa wayto preserve historicbuildingsand areas

G.      Awareness of the histori( district and its importance is promoted
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Ouestion 2 (con't.) What is vour vision? What do You want for the historic resour(es of Durham (Activities)?

Rank your top 3, in order:

35%

30O/o

25%

20O/o

15%

10%

5%

0%

30.55%

16.71%
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Question 3. What is your vision? What do you want for the histori( resources of Durham  (Level of community involvement in histori( activities)?

Rank you top 3, in order:

A.      Durham is re(ognized as a regional leaderforthe protection of its historic resources

8.      The historic district (ommission and the heritage tommissjon are suttessful in promoting historic preservation efforts in Durham

(,       Volunteers actively parti(ipate in histori( preservation activities and events

D.      Lo(al neighborhoods workwith the Heritage commission and planning  Board to maintain the small town (haracter ofDurham

E.       Peopleareawareof, and appre(iate,thesignifi(ant historyofthe  town

F.       The Town (onsults the (omprehensive inventory ofhistori( buildings and arthaeologital sites in its planning effods
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Question 3  ((on't.) What is your vision? What do you want for the histori( resour(es of Durham  (Level of community involvement in historic activities)?

Rank you top 3, in order:

12.04%

Durham  is

recognized as a
regional  leader for

the protection of
its  historic

resources

ffi___
The  historic

district

commission and
the heritage

commission are
successful  in

promoting historic
preservation

efforts in  Durham

Volunteers actively

participate in
historic

preservation
activities and

events

Local

neighborhoods
work with the

Heritage

Commission  and

Planning  Board to

maintain the small

town character of
Durham

Peopleare aware     TheTown consults
of, and appreciate,                    the

the significant             comprehensive
history of the                inventory of

town                      historic buildings

and  archaeological

sites  in  its  planning

efforts
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Question 4. What are vour Goals for histori( resour(es in Durham?

Rank your (hoi(es from 1 -8 (1  most preferred, 8 least preferred)

1.      Brand and promotethe historitdistrict

2.      Identify and document sites and structures significantto the Town's history

3.       Preserve and maintain historic and archaeological resour(es

4.      Actively engage the (ommunity in historic preservation efforts

5.       Edu(ate the (ommunity and visitors on the importance ofDurham's history and asso(iated resources

6.       Preserve neighborhood character and livability

7.      Use preservation asa meansto contributetoeconomi(developmentintheTown

8.       Establish finan(ial in(entives and resources to en(ourage rehabilitation
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Question 4 ((on't.) What are vour Goals for historic resour(es in  Durham?

Rank your choices from 1 -8 (1  most preferred, 8 least preferred)
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13:~iF%\~`---`_`_-_"`.______.-..`__-..

0%

©::::: :i: ::::€::+:::6` ::``   :     to



Ouestion 5.  Do you suoDort the idea of establishino a demolition delav ordinan(e throuohout Durham?

Level of Support

A.      Stronglysupport

8.      Support

(.       Neutral

D.      Donotsupport

E.       Stronglydonotsupport

17.65%                                                                    17.65%

11.76%

Strongly support              Support                       Neutral                Do not support       Strongly do not
support
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uestion 6. If You suDDort the idea of a demolition delav ordinan(e, what is an aoDrooriate delav Period?

A.      3months

8.      6months

C.       9months

D.       12months

E.       18months

23.08%                              23.08%

3 months                       6 months                        9 months 12  months                      18 months



Ouestion 7.  Do You suDDort the idea of establishinq  Neiohborhood Heritaoe Districts?

Level of support

A.      Stronglysupport

8.      Support

(.       Neutral

D.      Donotsupport

E.       Stronglydonotsupport

0%+

-0=00%------->,-
Strongly support                  Support                            Neutral                     Do not support            Strongly do not

Support
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uestion 8. If you do su.Dport the idea of establishing Neighborhood Heritage Districts, what work should be reviewed?

A.       Newconstructiononly

8.       Demolitiononly

(.       Demolition and new(onstruction

D.       Rehabilitation of certain elements on existing buildingsonly

900/o
81.82%

50%     t,                 ,~.
I,,,,

I.,,

40%r

30%

2o%      l``,,'`

i

1o%     L,
)

o%    L,-,:

_18.18%T

Jzl- --0-.-0-.Q%-~------.,I-
New construction only                Demolition  only                  Demolition  and  new                 Rehabilitation of

construction                     certain elements on
existing  buildings only



Question 9. What other histori( Preservation initiatives would You like to see in  Durham?

Please rank your (hoi(es from 1 -9 (1  most preferred, 9 least preferred)

1.       Neighborhood building surveys/ Town-side ar(haeologi(al survey

2.       National  Registernominations

3.       Neighborhood signage program

4.       Educational programs

5.       Bri(ks-and-mortargrants

6.       Historitpropertyacquisition

7.       Establish new [otal districts

8.       Increase enfor(ement of absentee owners in the district who do not maintain their properties

9.       Institutea propertymaintenan(e code
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Question 9 (con't.) What other histori( Preservation  initiatives would vou  like to see in Durham?

please rank your choices from  1 -9 (1  most preferred, 9 least preferred)

13.04%
12.40%

_----------------------:------_-11---------:-----_--
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Appendix lx

Historic District Walking Tour



The Historic District
of

Durham, New Hampshire

A Walking Tour
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Appendixx

Properties Important to the History of Durham



Town of Durham Historic District

rvirtually identi(al to the Durham Histori( District on the National Register)

National Histori( Landmark

General John Sullivan  House -22 Newmarket Road  (listed  1972)

National Reqister of Historic plates

Durham Historic District -district along Main Street and Newmarket Road  (listed  1980)

General John sullivan House -22 Newmarket Road (National Histori( Landmarks are also

listed  in the National  F\egister)

Smith Chapel -45 Mill Pond Road  (listed 2013)

Thompson  Hall, Universrty of New Hampshire -Main Street (listed  1996)

Wiswall  Falls Mills Site -Wiswall  Road  (listed  1988)

Eliaible for listina in the National Reaister of Historic plates

DoiMooney-DamE-StevensFarmshistoricdistrict

Mill Pond Dam -Newmarket Road

University of New Hampshire outdoor pool -Edgewood Road (2013)

New Hamushire State Reaister

Folsom's T;vein -1  Back River Road (listed 2006)

Oyster River Dam -Newmarket Road (listed 2014)

Eliqibilitv for. listina in the New Hamushire State Reaister

SmithChapel-45Mil-lPondRoad

One time listinq on the New Hamushire Preservation AIliance's Annual Seven to

Save
New England Center, UNH -Strafford Avenue (2009)

Mill Pond Dam -Newmarket Road (2010)

University of New Hampshire Outdoor Pool -Edgewood Road (2013)

Historic American Buildinas Survey

Ebenezer Smith House -20 Main Street

General John Sullivan House -22Nowmarket Road

Old (ourthouse -Newmarket Road and  Dover Road

Pendergast Garrison -Pa(ker's Falls Road

Town Pound -Newmarket Road

Woodman Garrison -destroyed by fire in 1896

New Hampshire Architecture:  An lllustrated Guide (by Bryant F. Tolles, Jr., published

bv Universitv Press of New Enoland,1979)

Durham Commun.rty Church -Main Street

Memorial  Union  Building,  UNH  -Main  Street

New England Center, UNH -Strafford Avenue

Residence Hall (omplex,  UNH  ((hristensen, Philbrook, and Williamson buildings) -

Evergreen

Drive

Thompson  Hall,  UNH -Main Street

DLlrham -A (entury in Photographs (book published by Arcadia Publishing in 1996)

Numerous properties included in the book

A Wall(ing Tour of Durham (bool(let developed by the Durham llistoric Asso(iation and

the  UNl.1  Kellogg  Program Office.   Published  by Puritan  Press June,1992)

28 properties are highlighted.  All of them are part of the Durham  Histori( District except

for Smith (hapel,
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Loc.u lnsTORIc DlsTRlcTs : FREQLENrL¥ .rslEI) QUESTloNs

\1'liat is a local hi8loric distric.?
.i local hi:stone dutnct i5 an 2re2 in \i.bLch the majo7it}. Of re3ideiits ha.`:3 decided the}-`-..ant to ke!p the leak
and feel o!-the place the}. call -;home" b}. adopting a local pre5er`.ation ordinance, and then creatinE a local
pTesEn-ation comm!gLon to admmi5teT it.   This local legL5htion i5 one of the best \\.a}.5 to protect the historLc
charaeteT ef buldin=s, !treetscape5, and neighborhoods from inappropmte altentioiis and incompatible ne`\-
cou5tmction, as `+.ell as outright demolition.  A local hi5tor]c di±trLct does not freeze an area in time.   Local
I]ir{oric  districts are about guiding change and pre3en.ing conmimiry character a5 an area gro``.5 and evoL`:es
a,`er time.

\Vliat ai`e .he ad`.atitages to o".Ding property in a loco) historic distl.iet?
Hi!toric digtrctg encourage rein`.e!tmenl.  When }.ou 3Ie part of an hiftoric di±trict` `.ou haT`.e ioina ce=Itaint}.
that aii}. ne\`. con5tructic>n or reno-i'ation aet]`|ry n`fll be reapectful of the exiinnf character of die communit}.
and Its architecture.   HiEterie dLftrict regulinone are qualit}. a±suraiice slandarde: 5o that Lf ).ou m`.est in }.our
bu]]dmE: }.ou are a35ured that ).our m`.egtment Ti.on't be negated b}. a thongndeEi r3jiovation next door.  Real
e5tati± agents Ln znan). coirmiinLde5 uie hL=tor}c di±tnct 5tatu2 a5 a marketmg tool to seu p!opertie5. becati:e
bu}-erg are asgurad chat the a±pec:ts that make a paric`har area attractive ``.Ill be protested o`'eT a  period of
tine

Local historic di3tJjet5 ezicourage better de;}gn.   There i!  Eenelau`' a EJeater !enie of cohesion, more
Lrmci.`-ati-`-e use of m3t=Jials, and EreatEI publJc appeal \\.ithizi hi±torLc di:triets than in areas ``.}thout historic
de3iprtions.

Sfudie5 cho``. chat digtriet± are a useful tool in 3tabili2m£` e.`-en increasing propeTt?. -`.alue5 and 5int]]atiiig
new m`.eftmetit.  A communit}' that `'alues itf hiitor). and archite€tur± i: geiiEnll}. one that !s attract]`.e tc`
lr`-e and u'ork in.

Finall}., and less quantifiable; older buildings gi`.e u5 tangible licks ``rith our past.   The). tell >|one! of earner
time! and become part of`our b`.es.   The}. are a record o±.our5el`'e! and our eonimunitie5.   The}.  pro`.ide a
richaeg3 and depth to e`.er}-da}' lil^e that carrot be I!plicated b}. ne\\. conetruct!on and Le lost \`.bell reno`-ated
be].old reeog]}itlou.

T`:bat at`e fbe di8ad`.az)lage8?
Man. of the horror 9torie5 about historic districte ape za`ths dr! circulate in comai\initieg that d¢» 'r bat-e a
distr;ct    Once a dL!tnct is adopted, critici!m ahao±t alt\.a}.i dies dor`tE: as che realitie5 and adi..antage5 of the
di3triet become e`-idezit.   It 1! alsc` Important ro remeinber that d.strict± in NE`.,. HampshLre follow t\Te`\.
Hampsblre L2n'i and are admmi5.tered b}. people in }.our o`VA tot+.n.

For an}. district to be effe¢ti`.a, it needs to p{operL}. alri,xpe!erieL  Criticism often focu5ef on proced`ml due
pTc>ce!3 and fa]r treatment.   .IddLtionall}-: there ma}. be a percept]on that the re=ul3riong ar design guide}ine9
are not applied coz]:i5tend>..   To help elininate tbiss reeoEn!tioz: that a hi:tcinc dLgtnct commi5sion'3 To)a i3
both r3Eulator}. and educat]orml 5bould be ad`.cieated.   The commis5ioD inould pro`.ide information that beJp5
propert}. onmers undelatand pre5en.inozi i£5ue5 and Eiicourages theni to be proper stewards of their hiftoric
resoureeg. The caare`£leaz aiid carefull}. defined the 5tnidards are: the mo?e the |>ubl]c will under5taiid the
i-tandards and re.`.iet`. proee5s.   Commi3§ion membae inould also TeceL`.e re.Eulal trammg, so the}. ean lean
to `.]5ulze de3i5n altemat2`.ei and de\.elop a more  Sound `inder;tandmg of the thaTetical Ls5ueLi in all
abstract 9ettng` rather than Ln the heat of communit}. decis)on making.

\Vill m}. laxe3 go up?
Property. taxes are rind to real estate `-alueE.   Proi]ert}. taxes t`or buiJdingg in historic di±trict9 are taxed no
diffeTentl`. than those out§ide the di±triet.

}1}. iotTn looks just fine the ``.a}. il i! -wha. is the `.alne in hal.ing a liijBtoi.ic district?
AE popula.tioD gro``.a and de`.e!opiDent prelsure increases.. local eitLzeni actuall}. ha.`-e less influence on hot`.
their eommunities E`.all.e -unle£5 there is  5oine gort of local design rei..ie``,. in |]!aca tlnt o`.er2aes
de`.elopment.   Hi5tciric di8trict5 ka.`.e bEeii used suceE;€fun}. thoughout the countr?. a5 a means to protect
coinmunit}T character: and niost i-Ibrar touin8 ha`.e some form of histone desigr re`.ie``. in pkce.  In Ne\h'
Hanp§hire aloae; ``ie hal.a o`.er 60 local hi3tonc di3tricts in eitie3 a5 large as Concord and Some}s`t.orth and
towii3 a! small a5 Canaan and Hancock.

De`.cloperf kno`I :`or qualit}-".ark frcqueatl}. ==ek out propertie= iu hi±toric dietriet£.   .rac}-hao``. up front
`+.hit the ground rules are` den m`.95tmeat ]s proteend, and there ii an open pu'ohc process alTead}. in place
i-or re`.ie``-mg 5ite and budding plans.   They also reeogiiize that hii{or}- ii all efieeti`-e marketmg tool.
Creating an historie dustrict i5 a t`.a}' ol` 8mghiig out the 5peeia] plaeeg \t.!chin .a toym or eit}.. !t  emure5 that
tha9e unque attnbutE5 ``till reimm t`or fut`iLye gcaentions. It pee.`.ent5 the gradual erosioa of drose phee5 that
help define those 5peclal p}aee5.

An}. communit}. chat has an hi5torie di±trict and 5un,.e}. in I)roce3s can apply. for ``ceJtified local Eo'.-emment'.
5trfug.  -`CLGs.' become part of a State nen\.orb !`or 5barmg  inforimtien and are able to app!}-!`or federal
matching grants B`iilable oul}-to CLGs.   TberE are also ta>; adr.anta3e± to rehabihating `ouildm!5 in historic
distr!e-c !`ar commercial puTposeE.

Do ``.e reall}-tieed "oi.e reg`i]ations? lan:t thin just zoEiiiig in dis=ui3e?
Zoning le=ulate3 use: hstone districts dc> not.   I.ocal hi5tone district± als'o ±2j!gLr re3tnct the !ale of the

propert}.. require inpro`-ementi or restoratiou of thg proper®., reqine appro`.a] for interior changes or
alterations, pre`.eat ne``. eons:nicdon ``.ich]n hLstoric areas:  or requ}re appro`.a! for ordma]}. repair or
mantenmee.

``-ho i`.ill be making dechion8 once the die(I.ict i! in place?
Hi8tolie di!triets are admmigtered b}- eitaer an k]storic drstrict commiss]c.n or the b.Iitage comrig=ioz!:  and
memberg are appointed in die Sane mamer a3 other eommis3ions    ld±al[}.: a eo!armiss}on o`.er3eang a
distrlct includes people ``.ith de5iga experieBce. such af an architect, pla!ilieJ. landscape a]ehitect:  and cir
builder, as ``ieu a: chose ``.ith a demon.trated interest in loc:al bi3tor}..

The commis5ion `ull use its oT`.a regul3tions as \`.en as the historieal sur\.e}' of the propeme5 ``.ithan the
district to guid9 its deci±iob8.   Tb]5  5'un.e}' t`.iu alEo pro`.ide useful Lnformation to propert}. o\`ner5 on the
hrs`or). and arditectunl character Of cheir bullding!. and `i.Ill also help to de`-Slop derign guidehae5 to a5si5t
t)och applicants and the commissjon in making deci5ious.

.Izn I  goil]g to  be told ``.Let colol. I  can  paint tz]}. hotLge?
Probab!}-not.   Most histonc di3trieti do aot regulat! pajn: color -or man}. oth!r changes that  are c:c)n5]dered
coanetic and can be readi!}. ra`.erged.   Hi5toric dr5t]ict5 chat regulate pant color normall}. onl}. dci 5o upon
the overw.hehamg desire of the re5ident± `i.!tha the district: and in man}r ca5eg: thE re`.)eu. ii oul}. ad-`.if or}..

Is it going to cost me more not`. to make alteratiau to m}. pt.operr}`?
It shouldri`t.   Hi5toric district5 are not adopted to impc}se ha}dinip5 on people.   h-or c!o commi39ions in3i5t
that bulding5 be .-restored" or `oecome muf e`im itructurei.   Tie purpose of a district ii to keEp as muck oi`
the hi9tonc fabnc as  i5 feafibl€: and \`'ben alterauoa5 are necesiar}.I that the underl}.ing hi=tone character of
the bu2lding not be loi` in the process.

All



AppendixxII

Heritage (ommission Fact Guide

(NHDHR)



}vi:w  I I.f`MpsHIRE  DI v.is!ON  {»  r li!il` H<R  AI_  ki`±rtu8[j:.i

HERITAGE cOp`m,[IssloNs foR NEw HAhH>sHIRE coivmi[TNmEs

HERITAGE C.o}tMlssioNs gruc Jo.-4lgoz;cmi]Iciirs

;';;it;.:-`;#i:'t`5¥,Sf':.r`„;;£t`i,"]Z',Jr!flh,¥cGf:„r,'f%orizp",nd

L.rdi}ce his tone  drstl:|-I commis! ica:`s. ``.hose

i¥ls;:¥r:;:ra¥\¥porF¥gifoiodrha"
=aeturso:`::`¥h:::';hF`,:aE#:'alhesn:ae¥::=:i:hL::o¥x

gas:?:o:Ti`:r%::ini?:th¥:?::i¥ill:£ei=`=ed

¥j;gi€£i[;;g8gSa:a:ga¥an%¥::¥o:.a

gg£:esosogy:aftLfa:Eu±afteLh:¥*::gt§f::¥r5:S£:tso
::S=:;es:foe:ei|°:rsjp;`f!b£:ti:eh{£='i'}:.cat.t=n',
auchori=ed by the state er.abling lesialatlon,  lT gN-er,
colrin`un!Ces .` hrE>[-, ``OT A MA:llDATE

g=h=iEe8sei9&rB£:ida:~ci#::::oprra*¥osmand
fulLction of a m`iiiicipal heritage body:

:   :`:p::::8te=£ngfia£:atn=j±.y;ptjF.s&B5¥ty_
.   :eL±':I::yi:¥:,ncs:bE15e::=*E,,=l¥5ig-ted

districvs;

:  ;:oh¥ta;:i:jj¥;a;5*bS¥;§¥h§n¥;:ft:::,,
entities.

Eg:gi:Ei:igeri:e¥=;i=nc=fu=ge:£oe`satl3Eon~
}=n£:icr°=.;ouns;:ira"es?.thar*,u;adepj?,¥,':od:i=s:.£d

e^istms historic drstnct comnus6ioi` ``ith t!he her.tase

:i¥:ii,£±:taoffi`:ioe¥oe:nig¥#v,=Tid%'::cia::e
I:*=a£.sE:c?;er9"`tha`io{`al?.,de.Agr.ted

:#:nlese¥::;ici::i:tfl¥ts?te£¥O::`*ie[qturen`ents
:.¥=l£::,r,:`5dot;n±8ce|i°}¥ca|:i`°£[u::mbersof
¥arsed:::::::ass:::}=arfi;a:£=a:oTw?ap5dri`ede

;o£R-!oa`B£=Td:;s:¥n;ta::¥}:(:ch=t;tn:#us;e;=:wh|
*So°age:re;%tr::[±effcatrss:a::==:::geb]:.£:Labtetoa

Fa;ill;i£:iifynIi;'i§Sfi,:i!t:±i§`tt;;§£$3§Fa:io;#id

3,te':#,g£.S't:Ct#ag:;,`:,-:,..0.ns:o`,:Sb`Ct

-__-__--_---_:_---:_:_---_

fr°enndn¥ii:iserty.foracqusibon`nd`d`e

:-.-,-::,::------::,:::--:--:--:-:::---::--.:ii-:-'-:-:-::-:`-::-i::;.-::--::`:-.-::---::.::--i-

acquir€6 under RSA 30..A:1 md RSA 36L4-5
.N" DHR,isHPO Gctde*r 1996 \    itE\'1.SED i`aLn.a 1001

Ne``. HaJiipslLIIe Revised Stat`ltes Aluiotaled (RSA)

TrriE 64
Pla]`i`ing Ai`d Zoning

cH.`pTER 6ri
Local Land Use Plairming Aiid RegulalorT Po`v.el s

Hell(age Conm`js5ioii

§ 6:3:1-a .1- § 6:I:I+b

§ 673 al-a Heritage Coinindssioi`s.

I. The hentage con\nues&an sruil cons!6t ot. )rot less
than 3 znembers and i`o n`ole than ? members ``'ho

feiacbealai:£fa[be`?e¥oad?."e!a5prescnbedb}.

n  Each helitage con`a`issLor` membei shall t>e a
resideiit Of the cit`. or town v..Inch estabhshes the
con`m2ss ion. Cine-commissiori menibel shall be a

:otenn:i:s'st°ofnth=et=baler8::#n::ed:'t=?oetthe

::;un£S.¥u¥,dbeN;;tp=`rteedthiT,i:!`:]`i`t:_tE
;1`:`u=b::=Ci::ndu=e`ffhaa`=fia`::gi:gas
i::`.:::`IfhacheorfearsLsacti':¥sfodriTft£°:=`5:i?".
offrao nvembe) Of the heritage commssior`. In
detemuruns each f}ten`be[ a qunhficatLou`s, the

i:ep`:;`£;it=¥rdoenmty;rs¥ittfen:`ioe:,o£:!ddedrb::a?
to understand, ,`pp[ectLate and pron`ole the
purpose of the hentage cozrmiis Eiol`

n]. }iezlibels Of a heritage [oBtznii s]oi` alc=o nu}'
sea-e on other municipa! boulds and con`mi6i!ar`s `

:;C:=+3!:nu:;n£;hpinuetfdLi:rcg€r3`::A:]L`da
histolic a:stnct con\mis sioi\ estabksheci `mder RSA
I,79.i

Source.1992, ct:ti   1995,  13S:I. ejf, Jul}. !3.  1995.

SECTION 67*4£b

i 674:ELb Powers.

ij`:=:;.7J#T:£#ru=ty¥,¥#i.:-eas
fouoys:

(a) SLLr`.e`.  and n``.el`torv ail cultural reiourl-es.

Lb`!}:afdgu::±setsa#e:`a€Ebtl¥i%aldrbd8issisford

i:s=-=`=es?i;ff::eo:`fi=;oahn;.::`tro:ia|ts
adoption or an`endment as protided in RAA o75`.ti`

\c) Asiist the planmng board, as requested. in the

i:Le:Ppi:|£:h';:ni":i?.f`A`,°=alsem:d|i;°tfo:`ce
resouices.
\d) Ad`rLse, upon oequest, local astancie3 and otl`er

ifet¥m¥o¥p:tentheral;`7alef"i:teqcul€turtsalonenndutter6
hrstonc resources.
|e) Coordina!e dct}`|ties t`|th appropziale senlce
organizat!ons and noapI\oht grc.``ps.
(f) P`ibhcize Its &`-ti`|nes

{£}gctTct:[C;:`ault:f'Smcao`nde;,Or:`trda;t]°o'£ea;:i:didreal
n`d persoml, in the r`m`e of the c!tv or tc>wr\
sutye.:t to the app[o`.al oi. the cit`. counal !1` 2 aty
or the boat d of-5electn`en ii` a to"m, Such gifts to
be marmged ar`d controlled b`. the ac`mmis5ion fo!
lts proper purposes
\i) Hold meet2itgr. and he`anngs net:ei.sar?. to caTr?.
out Its  diLties`

:Lp`'eo::r&ei?`€'=oonr=:;.i,I::`b?=?.I:c3:=`e;p=o:-`:,o`

*L=ja¥;==le:5S:.,Obae8"f±tTa`.f¥ers::tgTet,.
.¥:::=tijd=`Ld££:in:}tunftgtst;}::::¥e:I;`:ti€'
coi`ditiors , hautatior`s. or re`.ersior\s, as ma}. be
ne`:ei€ Ify [o acqule. mainlain. in`}`[o`.e, P]otect.
Iinut the future `1se of, or othez"|se |.on5en.e ``nd
prope!l}. use tl`e cultural re.jou]:cer, of the clt?. oi

;°r`c::a:;`:;alo¥e¥thg:tanthed:%},tit::`£:o=eJ`
comnussion chail ncit ha`-a the n5ht to condenu`
pr opert}. for these p`irpo5es

Ill. Hrs!onc D.Stru* loii.illis£.ol.  nentleF
comzi\issions also nia`- a5su3iie, rf aulhon2ed b`.

gueb!=5!tEg,'o`na:':st.€:'::De=::]Po=.Bonand

Source.1992, o4 2.1993,  32:i.1993,13S:5, ct'f, jul}.
23.  1995
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Ki:y NH  laws (RLvlsi=D Si A Iu lib ANNol A.I i=`ij)  R[.I I:I<L:Ni`iNG lil.``Ic)Ric` Dis`mil`I  & Hi:i{I I AGr_ Co^iMissit)Ns

r)`tfii`iliol`  (if  liis(ori`-.Tis(ri(`  roiiiniifcion  ai¢  .  to.`.I  lai.d  u¢``  Ilo.rd
o72:7                    Luc`al ldnd  ut;l` b(turd

I.stiih Lishmt.nt t)t`  I(ti.AI  ldnlJ  ust.  ho8ril.`

;:e:£r::::,i`;i;;,:1F:;:us¥.fb`;,I:`;dT,`lg:iS`;3:,;sif;i:,,,:;`:,:;s`,:,`on`n"`6,on
:£;;„           ;}£:t;::i}mfn.t£':`t`::ti,t``h'::..n:*`(rn iu`nLu„.` «,mn„RS„,n.nd/or lu`k>n<  distntl w>mmL*`ltJn

;'£:`raf`'"Ii.:{`,',f.::fuu,::`?,{,huwo„`,,a

o73: 13                Ren`o` dl of lnt.ml>ers

;; ;;          s:``,:fuuf|#i:;I,;boTi,;,::a:,;;:,,`:i:|e::?g:n%i:,,:::,i,i:tis:?|=?pr::o,,;;,ii;,`:Kso-\reo, -v",``, R ,.,, h"`>Know , "`/,,

3#8"o``of`!:.g`i;`l:8;;:,;::*ii:t:'::|3::n#l:,,I;;'::a;,b::u:;lei::n:T`?:i,l`t::or,`d,s,I,`tfomn"ss,o,`
a??: 2l                  I{i.ciuiii.mi.i`15  /IJr lr.t;I,/c>r {)r Jol un`i..`.S  ui`ui` iil`ol ititu`

:'7i:P#;..u`d.i:`{``,`.`¥!nud`.:`:.:,i,:ngl`.onuns>ioiu
orJ:.I+h,Ill..,:I,.I:,`\.:;:,r;:#t;ebi:dl;nlsslon9lo.ig>un`eH`eiim`po5llio^.indduhegc`n`Dloricdrsuil.l|.(>mmis5io]ts.ifdutl`o|.ifedl`*he

[3:u:t\Re:rs#`igr£:::tub

`§je€`i§#,;;iS,id;;i;I::;:,ij;,;:i;:;Irt:::.::8¥:i:::`:;i¥¥¥.i(,i;{i::`ng°7+to)

ge?,'|#€:}#et:,rbu/:::nh?in.„`ulmui`t,es,reguwiums,dnilm`endn`clMs
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AppendixxIV

District Designations

(New Hampshire Preservation AIIiance)
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The following (an be found on the New Hampshire Preservation Allian(e's website, www.nhDreservation.org. Permission to use this material has been granted by the

organization.Itisexterptedfrompre5ervt.ngcommunrtychorflct€/..Apr€5€Mr/.onp/am/.ng#andbooAforIvew#amp5A/./€,whi(hisavailabletoorderontheorganization's

website.

When it comes to recogiiizing or protectiiig historic character in a speciflc area of the community, municipalities ha\Je thi.ee
options, each of which is distinctively different:  (1 ) National  Register histol`ic districts, (2) locally designated historic districts,
and (3) neighborhoocl heritage districts. The districts can be separate dcsignations or can o\t'erlap with each (tther. The town's
historicfil resources survey will  identify areas within the commlLnity where a particlllar type {)f diLstrict might be appr()priate.

1. National Register Historic District
A National  Register district is initiated at the local  level for ultimate approval by bc)th the state and federal govemmcnt.  Such
districts arc strictly honorary,  ailcl  impose no  rcvicw or restricti()ns on the use or alterations to  pr()pcrties  in the district--unless
state or federal  funds, permits or licenses are involved. Then a c{)nsulting review process must be followed, called  Section  106.
that aiins to eliminate, minimize, or mitigate adverse effects to historic resoiirces brought about by the fe(lerally 1`undecl,licensed,
or permitted actioii.

Detailed information on National Register historic districts or the Section  106 process may be obtained by consulting the j±[]±
Division of Historical Resources.

2. Locally Designated Historic District
A loc`ally designated historic clistrict is a zoning district (iLsually an overlay), createcl at the municipal level and administered by a
local citizen commission. Historic District Commissions review proposals for exterior alterations, new constriLction and
demolition on properties within the district, using regulations and guidelines developed by the commimity. Property-owner's

plans must meet with the approval of the Hist()ric District Commissi()n before construction can begiii.
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3. Neighborhood Heritage District
A neighborhood lieritage district (also kiiown as a neighbor.hood coiiservation district) is similar to a locally designated historic
district in that both ai.e zoning districts, but the heritage disti.ict operates under moi-e flexible,less stringent standards.  A heritage
district is a group of buildings aml their settings that ai.e architectm.ally aiid/()r histoiically distiiictive and worthy ot`protection
based on their contribution to the architectural, cultural, p{)1itical, ecoiiomic or social history of the community.. S()inetimes a
heritage district lacks siit`ficient significance or integrity to. be designatecl as a traditional historic district.  In other cases, the
neighborhood or political climate 1`avors looser standards.

Within a neighborhood heritage district, some degree of change is subject to mandatoi.y review and approval. In most instaiices,
the change is defiiied as major alterations, additions, new constriLction, deiirolition or relocatioii. Some commimities ha\.'e
binding review over major changes and aclvisory review ()vcr minor changes, such as wiiid()w rcplacemciit, applyiiig synthetic
siding, rein()ving architectural trim ancl demolition of a part ()f a building, such as a porch. Overall, hcritagc districts scck to limit
the detrilnental effect ()f alterations, additions, demolitions ancl new Construction on the character of the e{)mmunity thr{)ugh a
combination of binding and moll-bindiiig regulatory i`eview.

Natiolially, towns and cities with heritage districts rep()rt that they have helpecl to I-educe teardowns, increasecl ()r preserved the
supply of affordable housing, revitalized iieigliboi.hoods close to downtowns, guided sinall business expansion into resiclential
areas, and prevented larger commercial encroachmciit.

There js a high dcgrcc of citizen pal.ticipation in creating a heritage district. The neighborhood initiates the process, with support
ancl assistaiice from tlie heritage commission and planiiing board/staff.  Residents dcvclop the stanclards under which the district
is aclministerecl by decicling what the special qualities ()f the neighborh()ocl are and  what type ()1` change they wish to fi\Joid.  Once
the district is established, neighborh()od  representatives  sit {)n the review board.

Advantages:
• Offers zin alternative when a locally designated historic district is not likely to be well-received
• Those most al`fected are responsible for creating, tailoring aiid adininisteriiig it
®  It is less stringent than a locally designated historic district

Disadvantages:
•  Less restrictive nature may not provide adequate protection, particularly if the clistrict contains highly significant or

arcliitecturally distinetivc builcliiigs
•  May n{)t prevent inaj.()r remodeling and loss of imp{)rtant architectural details
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