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VERNACULAR LANDSCAPES UNDER THE BIG SKY

Welcome to Montana!

Montana is the country's the fourth largest state with 147,138 square miles and is

home to fewer than  1,000,000 residents. Butte, population 33,000, is our confer-
ence headquarters.  The city is part of the largest National Historic Landmark in
the United  States,  containing approximately 4,000  contributing properties-and

more than 6,000  in the combined Butte-Anaconda National Historic Landmark District.  At an
elevation of nearly 6,000 feet, the city is rich with evident history of the contentious phenomena
of hard rock and open pit mining,  immigration,  divided social classes,  ethnic diversity,  indus-
trial  capitalism,  corporate  power,  railroad  building,  electrification,  labor  unions,  prostitution,
political power brokers,  market decline,  environmental liability,  and many others which illus-
trate the fertile ground of the west. Butte experienced explosive growth to an estimated 100,000
by  1917, due to the shrewd exploitation of what was then the largest known deposit of copper
ore in the world.  It was a boisterous and wealthy cosmopolitan city,  often compared with Sam
Francisco or New York in its time.

The operational transition to open pit mining in the mid-20th century,  followed by changes  in
mine ownership, closures, environmental regulation, the declining copper market, and other fac-
tors, contributed to severe declines in the demand for mining labor, with Butte's population scat-
tering far afield to find work. Investment in Butte altogether evaporated, and businesses closed
down. By another twist of fate, because the uptown area had developed directly from its origins
as a mining camp high on the hillside on top of the underground mines, uptown is almost a mile
away  from  Interstates  15  and  90.  The  heart  of the  city,  therefore,  and  many  of  its  urban
neighborhoods, were not attractive ground for strip development or renewal. While this was un-
fortunate for Butte's prospects  for economic development,  it had the advantage of leaving the
historic uptown district completely intact through benign neglect, as an architectural testament
to its past. Butte's historic architecture, neighborhoods, and landscapes offer a bright future for
the  community.  The Januaryffebruary 2009  cover of A4lo72/cz77cz Magazine reads:  87.I.77gz.72g Bczcfr
Butte: New Economy, Old Architecture Give the Mining City New Luster. The "a:ho"fllly diskl.to-
uted monthly magazine devoted 15 pages to Butte.

Within just a 100-mile radius of Butte lies a wide range of historic sites illustrating a variety of
experiences  of settlement in the Rocky Mountain west.  Some of these are  spectacular in their
natural context and unchanged original construction. It would be difficult to drive from Butte in
any direction, and not be taken by the astounding power of the natural context over the sparse
settlement pattern, and the vividness of contrast between cultural artifact and the elements. It is
remarkably easy to envision earlier stages of settlement in these vast landscapes.

On behalf of the 28-member conference planning committee, we are delighted to bring you this
conference and guidebook. Enjoy Montana while you're here and come back often!

-Maire O 'Neill and Rolene Schliesman, Conference Co-Chairs
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EDITOR'S PREFACE

This guide is truly a team effort. Authors, photographers, and field workers have con-

verged on Butte and southwest Montana for more than two years, with the result that
most of the  line drawings and floor plans  in this volume were done specifically for
the VAF conference. Workers from Utah, Delaware, Colorado, and Oregon, in addi-

tion to those  from Bozeman,  Helena,  Missoula,  Anaconda,  Butte,  and elsewhere  in Montana
have created a new body of work, a starting point for more detailed studies. The contributions
of the writers, photographers, field workers, and drafters are acknowledged within the text, but
in addition I thank them for their cooperativeness and flexibility.  As the book came together,
painstaking technical and editorial review by Lesley M. Gilmore and Rolene Schliesman helped
significantly, making this a far better product than it would otherwise have been. C. Riley Aug6
and  Jim  Jarvis,  coordinators  for the  tours,  also  reviewed the  tour  sections  of the  guidebook.
Thanks also to Damon Murdo for Photoshop guidance, and to Denny Dutton for help, guidance,
contributions, and encouragement throughout the 21/2 years of conference planning.

I'm a geologist who never thought I could possibly be passionate about anything but geology.
Butte, its history, its architecture, and its people have made what I thought impossible happen. I
hope-passionately-that your brief sojourn here will give you a taste of what makes south-
west Montana and Butte unique, and that it will make you want to return.

-Richard Gibson, Editor
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A typical porch-fronted walk-up apartment building in Butte. Drawing by Mark Reavis.
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Post card view of Butte, c.  1905. The intersection of Main  Street and Broadway is at lower left, with the Hirbour
Tower on the northeast comer.
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THE NATURE-BUILT LANDSCAPE:
GEOLOGICAL UNDERPINNINGS OF- BUTTE

Richard I. Gibson
Consulting Geologist, Butte, Montana, and
Butte Citizens for Preservation & Revitalization
rigibson@earthlink.net

Seventy-five or eighty million years ago,
volcanoes  dotted  the  western  edge  of
North America, which was located here

in western Montana and in Idaho.  The plains
to  the  east,  stretching  into  the  Dakotas  and
south to Colorado, were mud flats  laced with
sandy  rivers.  Dinosaurs  grazed,  preyed,  and
scavenged over this wide, lush panorama dur-
ing a geologic time called the Cretaceous Pe-
riod.

Butte's metallic future was  evolving deep be-
neath  the  surface,  in  the  roots  of the  volca-
noes. A gigantic lava lamp, now petrified, lay
beneath  what  is  now  Butte.  Huge  blobs  of
molten rock many miles in diameter were ris-
ing buoyantly  from  a  depth  of about  100 ]rm
(60 miles) as a result of earth's recycling proc-
ess-subduction.

Subduction results from density differences in
the earth's crust.  Oceanic crust is denser than
continental  crust,  so  when  the  two  meet-
driven   together  by   huge,   slow   movements
called convection currents-oceanic crust usu-
ally  dives  under  continental  crust.  The  place
where this happens is a busy location, tectoni-

cally-earthquakes,     volcanoes,     oceanic
trenches, and mountain ranges all form at such
zones of collision.

The  subducting  slab  of oceanic  crust plunges
to   greater   and   greater   depths.   Eventually
things  get hot  enough  for water to  be  driven
off, rising into the overlying rock where it re-
duces   the   melting  point   and   generates   the
blobs of magma (molten rock) that rise toward
the  surface  as  if they were part  of that giant
lava lamp.

Subduction produces mountain ranges and volcanoes at
continental  margins.   Southwest  Montana  was   some-
thing  like  this  about 78  million years  ago.  Image from
U.S. Geological Survey.
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2      GIBSON:  GEOLOGY AND  LANDSCAPE

Near   the   surface,   where   temperatures   and
pressures  are lower,  molten magma begins to
solidify and even crack as it cools. The cracks
fomi  conduits  for  the  last  subterranean  hot
water  and  bits  of molten  rock,  which  often
carry the good stuff-copper, silver, gold and
the wealth of other minerals that made Butte
so  rich.  When  that  last  material  solidifies,  it
becomes  ore veins  sought by prospectors  and
miners.                                                                  0

Insulated by overlying rock, the granite in the
blobs  of magma  can  take  hundreds  of thou-
sands  of  years  to  completely  solidify.   If  it
does reach the surface, it may erupt through a
volcano-and such volcanoes were present in
this  area  during  the  Cretaceous  Period.  Their
remnants  are  the  Elkhom  Mountains  about
forty miles northeast of Butte.

Blobs  of magma-as many as  16  of them-
coalesced  to   fomi  a  huge  mass   of  granite
called  the  Boulder  Batholith,  which  extends
from the  Highland Mountains  south  of Butte
almost  to   Helena,   making   the   batholith   (a
word that means  "deep  rock")  seventy  miles
long  and  forty  miles  wide.  The  Boulder  Ba-
tholith is small as batholiths go-Califomia's
Sierra Nevada Batholith is close to  500 miles
long.

Big  Butte,  the  town's  namesake,  is  also  the
resistant remnant  of a volcano's  core,  but  25
million years  younger than  the  Butte  granite.
That still makes it 50 million years old.

Forcing  magmas  into  the   surrounding  rock
produced  some  uplift  of  the  whole  region.
Southwest  Montana was  also  uplifted by the
thousand-mile-long   collision   western   North
America  was  undergoing.  Uplift  meant  that
most  of this  area  was  above  sea  level  after
about  70  million  years  ago,  and  that  in  turn
meant that erosion was taking place.

Millions of years of erosion removed the over-
lying  rock,  as  well  as  any  volcanoes  (if pre-
sent)  associated  with  the  deep  Butte  granite.
Erosion reached down into the granite, but not
too  far-the  presence  of Big  Butte's  rocks,
which  cooled  relatively  close  to  the  former
surface   of  the   earth,   indicates   this,   even
though the upper parts ®robably at least three
miles)  of the  Big  Butte  volcano-25  million
years  younger  than  the   granite-have   also
eroded   away.    Erosion   proceeded   just   far
enough  to   expose  the   granite's   cracks   and
veins  filled  with  rich  metallic  ores-a  lucky
chance.

As the edges of ore veins eroded away, broken
pieces  of rock and ore washed into rivers-a
process that continues today. Water winnowed
the  fragments,  separating  the  denser,  heavier
chunks  that  could  not  be  carried  as  far,  and
deposited  them  in  low  spots  in  the  river,  or
along meanders where the river flowed more
slowly.  These  concentrations  of dense miner-
als  (often  including  gold)  are  called p/czcers,
usually the easiest gold to  discover and sepa-
rate using a simple gold pan or sluice box.

Placer miner with a gold pan.
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Placer  deposits  (black  dots)  form  at  selected  locations
along   stream  courses.   Bedrock  containing   gold   and
other ores is indicated by the random dash pattern, with
an intrusion of different rock at right.

Even  before  the  easy-to-find  gold  in  placers
played  out,  miners  were  scouring  the  Butte
Hill  for  outcrops  of ore  veins.  Underground
miners  chased these veins and ultimately cre-
ated more  than  10,000  miles  of underground
workings-drifts,     stopes,     crosscuts,     and
shafts-beneath  about  five  square  miles  of
Butte's   land.   The   initial   1860s   boom   was

GIBSON:  GEOLOGY AND  LANDSCAPE       3

driven by  gold  exploration,  and resulted  in  a
population  in  the  vicinity  of Butte  estimated
variously  at  500  to  1500.  By  1874,  however,
Butte's  population  had  dropped  to   an  esti-
mated  50  or  60  relatively  desperate  miners.
Discovery  of abundant hidden  silver  in  1875
saved  Butte,  and  the  geology  of the  ore  de-
posit controlled how the mines and neighbor-
hoods developed.

The minerals of Butte are arranged in concen-
tric zones, like a big irregular onion, sliced to
give  the  appearance  of a  gigantic  bull's-eye.
The  outer zones,  especially  on  the  north  and
west sides, are richest in silver, lead, zinc, and
manganese,  so  some  of the  older mines-the
Orphan  Girl  (at the  World  Museum  of Min-
ing), Travona, and the Alice up north in Walk-
erville-started  as  silver  mines.  Walkerville
grew up  as  one  of the  first neighborhoods  (it

Map showing variability and complexity of underground vein system. This is at the 3800 level (3800 ft below sur-
face)  at  the  Steward  Mine.  The paired  lines  represent  man-made  tunnels  (drifts  and  stopes).  All  other  lines  are
veins.  The  Steward  Vein,  extending  left-right just  above  center,  was  more  than  10  feet  thick  in  places.  From
Proffett ( 1978).
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4      GIBSON:  GEOLOGYAND  LANDSCAPE

was,  strictly speaking,  a city in its  own right,
and  is  still  independent  of Butte),  settled  by
Cornish  miners   and  named  for  the  mine's
owners, the Walker brothers of Salt Lake City.
They hired young  Marcus  Daly,  an Irishman
fresh  from the  Comstock  Silver Lode  in Ne-
vada,  to  manage  their  mine.  His  experience
and  earnings  allowed him to  prosper and  ac-
quire the Anaconda mine in the middle of the
district-the zone that was not silver-rich, but
which contained  some  of the  thickest,  richest
copper veins known on the planet.

Daly's discovery of the Anaconda copper vein
in  1882 was timely. The invention of the tele-
phone (1876) and electric light (1879) created
huge  demand  for  copper  for  wiring.  Butte's
population grew from about 3,300  in  1880 to
23,000  in  1890  and to  an estimated 85,000 to
100,000  in  1917.  (Butte's population today is
about   32,000.)   Mining   development  of  the
central  zone,  rich  in  copper,  expanded  with

2ho:hp::nuiaS°nEuuttnet£]j:sths:pepa]r;yngpa#e:riyth:
third of all the copper produced in the world.
Butte's  copper was the most im-
portant  single  factor in  electrify-
ing   North   America.   Following
the  silver  crisis  of  1893,  many
silver  camps  ceased  operations.
Butte  was  impacted,  but by that
time  copper  was  already  at  the
forefront of the mineral treasures
here, and silver remained a valu-
able  byproduct-enough  so  that
Butte   is  the   second  largest  Pro-     a.RPHANGiRL
ducer   of   silver   in   the   United
States     (after    Coeur    d'Alene,
Idaho)  and  likely  in  the  top  five
silver producers in the world.

Another  important  mineral  zone
lies  about 2800  to  4000  feet be-
neath most of Butte.  The molyb-
denum,    or    moly,    zone    was
known  and  small  amounts  were

produced in the  early 20th century as  steel al-
loys with moly were found to add strength and
corrosion resistance to  engine parts  and other
commodities.  This  zone came into  its  own in
the  middle  1980s,  and  remains  important to-
day with molybdenum the primary byproduct
(and  at  times,  the  most  valuable  product)  at
the  Montana  Resources  Continental  Pit,  east
of the Berkeley Pit. Most of Butte's molybde-
num has come from the Continental Pit in the
past 20 years. The east wall of the Continental
Pit  is  visible  beneath the  East Ridge,  viewed
east along Broadway Street. Molybdenum can
be mined in the relatively shallow Continental
Pit because the zone was uplifted by as much
as 4000  feet along faults that lie between the
Berkeley and Continental Pits.

During  the  century  of  underground  mining,
from about  1875  to  1975,  the richness  of the
ore  varied from vein to vein, but copper val-
ues  ranging  from  5%  to  10% were  common,
especially  in the  early years.  One vein  in the
Anaconda Mine was more than five feet thick
and assayed at 55% copper.  For several years

Ag,Zn    -ALicE

2000 ft

Generalized  map  of mineral  zonation  for  Butte  area.  Modified  from
Czehura (2006)  and other sources. Ag = silver, Zn = zinc, Mn = man-
ganese, Cu = copper, Mo = molybdenum.
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in the early  1880s,  ore averaged 45% copper,
rich  enough  to  make  it  highly  profitable  de-
spite  shipping  it  all  to  Swansea,  Wales,  for
processing.  Even silver was occasionally pro-
duced at rates exceeding 1,000 ounces per ton.
In contrast, the Berkeley and Continental Pits
extracted  much  lower  grades  of ore.  Today,
the  Continental  Pit's  copper  grade  is  about
0.3%  (three-tenths  of  one  percent),  yielding
about  6 pounds  of copper per ton of ore,  to-
gether with not quite one pound of molybde-
num per ton. At the peak in  1915-1918, about
16,000 men were employed underground. To-
day the Continental Pit employs about 350.

The  billions  of pounds  of  copper  produced
from Butte represent enough to pave the Inter-
state from Butte to beyond  Salt Lake City-
450   miles-with   pure   copper   four   inches
thick.

Arizona,   Utah,  New  Mexico,   Nevada,   and
Montana   (in   decreasing   order)   account   for
99%  of domestic  copper  production,  but  de-
spite  more  than  a  million  metric  tons  ex-
tracted from US mines, in 2007 the US was
dependent on copper imports for 37% of its
needs.   The  building  construction  industry
consumes just over half of the copper used
today.  Electronics  account for another  19%
with consumer and general products at 11 0/o;
transportation  equipment,  10%;  and  indus-
trial machinery and equipment, 9%.

More than  80%  of moly  consumption goes
to   steel   alloys,   in  applications  where  the
steel needs to have strength at high tempera-
tures  and pressures,  as  in  aiaplane  engines.
Moly  steels  are  corrosion  resistant  and  are
used in water and gas transmission systems
and  hospital  and  food-handling  equipment.
The  US  is  a  net  exporter  of molybdenum,
one  of only a  few mineral  commodities  for
which this is the case.
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The Landscape

Southwest  Montana  is  a  land  of  fertile  but
semi-arid valleys separated by relatively small
but high mountain ranges. This general topog-
raphy is the result of the most recent geologic
activity in the region. (Map, page 6.)

COPPER    21,
ZINC    4,909,202,5

hENGANESE
LEAD

MOLYBDET"
SILVER

GOLD
CADMIUM
BIsrmTH
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Although  the  underlying  geologic  structures
of Butte  and vicinity resulted  from great tec-
tonic collisions, the present-day framework is
the   result   of  relaxation   and   pulling   apart.
Much  of western  North  America  is  like  al-
most-solid  peanut  brittle  being  tugged  at  by
fighting  children,  with  the  result  that  many
areas-most of Nevada, western Utah, south-
east   Idaho,    and   southwest   Montana-are
breaking apart.

When rocks break along faults,  one side goes
up or down with respect to the other (or some-
times   sideways).    Gigantic   blocks   dropped
down along normal  faults  develop  as  a result
of pulling apart,like the keystone at the top of
an arch. A down-dropped basin formed in this
way is called a graben, and many of the mod-
em  river  basins  in  the  region  formed  in  this
way,  with  fault  lines  along  mountain  fronts.
The Jefferson, Madison, and Bitterroot valleys
are among the best examples in western Mon-
tana of this origin.  The Deer Lodge Valley is
similar,   but  with   only   a   single   large   fault
bounding  the  basin  on  one  side,  making  it  a
half-graben. It contains as much as  10,000 feet
of sediment  (including  lake  beds,  river  sedi-
ments,  and  glacial  deposits)  eroded  from  the
adjacent  highlands  over  the  past  50  million
years.

Over time, this basin-and-range landscape has
been modified by erosion. At times, southwest
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Montana was much more humid than at pre-
sent,  resulting  in  greater  erosion.  Today,  the
semi-arid    environment    means    that    most
weathering  is  simple  mechanical  destruction
of  rocks  by  freezing  and  thawing,   and  by
flowing water when it does rain.

During  the  most  recent  ice  age  (from  about
2,000,000  to  14,000 years  ago),  glaciers were
not present at Butte. But in the high mountains
nearby, small ice caps formed, and many val-
leys  bore  thick  valley  glaciers.  To  the  west,
much of today's Clark Fork River valley was
occupied   by    Glacial    Lake    Missoula   that
formed  on  the  ice  margin  when  an  ice  dam
developed  in  Idaho.  The  lake  did  not  reach
Butte; the furthest up the Clark Fork the lake
extended   was   the   vicinity   of  Drummond,
about   75   miles   downstream   (northwest)   of
Butte.   During   glacial   times,   Butte   uplands
likely saw lots of rain and snow, but no glacial
ice and no large, persistent lake.

The physical  landscape today,  apart from hu-
man-induced   changes    including   vegetation
patterns  and  mining,  is  much  the  same  as  it
was when Lewis  and Clark just missed Pipe-
stone  Pass  and  the  headwaters  of the  Clark
Fork River  in  1805,  a route  that would have
saved them much hardship.
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Flora and Fauna

The  mountains  of western  Montana  contain
abundant  large  mammals,  diverse  birds,  and
fish.  This  section describes  the  setting in and
near Butte and Anaconda.

Moose have been seen  infrequently in Butte,
mostly  in  the  relatively  open  spaces  a  few
blocks off Harrison Avenue on the Flats, and
in  the  area  around  Big  Butte.  Deer  are  com-
mon,  and in  some  disused  fields prairie  dogs
are found. Foxes frequent the Big Butte Open
Space and are sometimes  seen in town,  along
with their common prey-jackrabbits and cot-
tontails.

Mountain bluebirds, ravens, goldfinches, mag-
pies,  and  occasionally  seagulls,  hawks,  and
owls fly Butte's airspace, along with common
sparrows,  finches,  and  many  other  summer
residents.   Watery  areas  are  avian  gathering
spots-watch for Canada geese and other wa-
terfowl, especially along Blacktail Creek.

The long winter and semi-arid urban environ-
ment  restricts  the  abundance  of reptiles  and
amphibians,  but  garter  snakes  are  found,  as
well as frogs and toads near watercourses.

Climate

The high mountains  and low valleys  in west-
em Montana produce a wide range of micro-
climates,  ranging  from  boreal  rain  forests  at
lower  elevations  west  of the  Continental  Di-
vide  to  high  alpine  deserts.  Winters  in  Butte
are  long,  with  short  periods  colder  than  30°
below  zero  (F)  common.  Spring  is  wet  and
cool,  and  summers  are  dry  (with  occasional,
intense  thunderstorms)  and  warm,  with  cool
nights.

Ranching in nearby lower elevation valleys is
restricted more  by the  arid  climate  than by  a
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short  growing  season.  About  20%  of  Mon-
tana's work force is  employed in the  agricul-
tural  sector,  but agriculture's  $850  million  in
revenue  only  accounts  for  about  3%  of  the
gross   state   product.   The   mining   sector   -
including oil and gas-fluctuates significantly
with  the  world  economy  and  the  prices  of
commodities,  but  in 2007  amounted to  about
7%  of the gross  state product.   (Sources:  Bu-
reau  of Economic  Analysis  of the  U.S.  De-
partment of Commerce and Montana Office of
Economic Development.)

2.521.510.50
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Average   monthly   precipitation   in   Butte,   in   inches.
April  and  May  are  the  snowiest  months,  but  snow  is
possible  in any month of the year.  Summer rains usu-
ally  come   in  brief,   intense   thundershowers.   Butte's
annual total precipitation of just under 13 inches makes
its climate semi-arid. Data from NOAA.
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Average high and low temperatures at the Butte aixport
in degrees Fahrenheit.  On "The Hill" in Uptown Butte,
temperatures are commonly about 5° warmer in winter
and 5° cooler in summer than on the Flats.
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Environmental Concerns

Butte  is  a  cautionary  tale  in  environmental
mismanagement-and a success story of envi-
ronmental restoration. A century of irresponsi-
ble  mining  practices,  hidden  away  in  remote
Montana,  all but killed the upper Clark Fork
River,   destroyed  the  utility  of  subterranean
aquifers  forever,  and contaminated vast areas
of soil.  Butte  and  areas  downstream  for  120
miles became the largest Superfund site in the
United States.

Like  its  namesake,  the  Anaconda  Company
squeezed  its  competition  in  the  Wars  of the
Copper Kings,  killed the  Gibraltar  of Union-
ism  during  the  turbulence  of  1914-1920,  an
throughout  its  tenure  generally  did  what
wanted to  in the name  of "getting the  ore
the  box."  Problems  were  not  limited  to  the
immediate vicinity of the mines  in Butte.  For
decades,   the   smelter   in   Anaconda   spewed
acidic   arsenic-laden   smoke   into   the   Deer
Lodge valley. Among the first lawsuits (1900-
1920) brought against the Anaconda Company
were  those  of ranchers  downwind  from  the
smelter,  where  livestock  was  dying  as  were
many  square  miles  of  trees  in  the  National
Forest. The latter allowed the Federal govern-
ment  to  participate-but  corporate  pressure
resulted  in  a  change  in  the  boundary  of the
National Forest, so that property of the United
States  was  no  longer  damaged,  and  the  Fed-
eral government no longer had standing in the
cases.   The   battle-on   the   whole,   a   losing
one-is  documented in S7#ohe  Wcz7's' by Don-
ald  MacMillan  (Montana  Historical   Society
Press, 2000).

The advent of environmental consciousness in
the United States in the  1970s coincided with
the  end  of Anaconda,  as  its  assets  in  Chile
were  nationalized  and  the  magnitude  of  its
environmental    liability    became    clear.    By
1982,  soon after the Anaconda Company was
acquired  by  the  oil  company  Atlantic  Rich-
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field  (ARCO)  in  1977,  all mining  and  smelt-
ing   operations   in  the   Butte-Anaconda   area
ended. The ensuing economic catastrophe also
resulted  in  a battle  to  remediate  the  environ-
mental damage, but after decades of lawsuits,
by 2008  most of the  claims  had been  settled;
one major consent decree was pending at this
writing  (April  2009).  The  State  of Montana,
and its partners Butte and Anaconda, have re-
ceived many millions of dollars in settlements
from ARCO  and other potentially responsible
parties.

In addition to the settlements awarded, ARCO
has  spent over $1  billion in Butte, Anaconda,
and the  Clark Fork River watershed to  clean
up  damage  caused  by  past  mining,  milling,
and  smelting  operations.  In  some  cases  this
means removing hazardous material, covering
the exposed land with clean soil, and monitor-
ing  contaminant  levels.  It  meant  building  a
water  treatment  plant  at  the  Berkeley  Pit.  It
means providing for replacement funds in cir-
cumstances where the damage is deemed to be
forever,  as  is  the  case  with  Butte's  under-
ground  aquifers-Butte's  water  supply  must
instead be pumped many miles,  from the Big
Hole River across the Continental Divide, and
from  uncontaminated  reservoirs  high  in  the
mountains.  This is nothing new; the Big Hole
Pump Station is a National Register listed site
whose  construction  began  in  1899  to  supply
water to Butte' s burgeoning population.

Through  Montana's  Natural  Resource  Dam-
age  Program,   funded  largely  by  ARCO,   a
unique  educational  program  has  been  devel-
oped  to  inform  school  children  of what  hap-
pened and why, and to encourage them to be-
come caring stewards of their land and water-
ways.  The  Clark  Fork  Watershed  Education
Project (www.ctwep.org)  is  a highly success-
ful  example  of place-based  education,  reach-
ing more than 7,000  students  in its  first three
years.  Students make careful measurements of
both  damaged  and  pristine  stream  reaches  to

compare  diversity  of biota  as  an  estimate  of
stream health.  There  is  good news:  the  once-
dead Silver Bow Creek and Upper Clark Fork
River have  come back to  life  and are  clearly
improving.

See c}/so Quivik, this volume ®.  11).

Thanks  to  Dick Berg  for a helpful  review  of this
essay.

Students study Silver Bow Creek in Butte, formerly one
of the most polluted tributaries of the Clark Fork River.
(Photo courtesy  Clark Fork Watershed Education Pro-
ject)

SOME BUTTE ALS
Sulfur, producing sulfuric acid, and arsenic are

the two greatest environmental problems.

VEF3NACULAF3 AF3CHITECTURE FOFiuM  30TH ANNUAL MEETING,  E3UITE,  MONTANA 2009
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nomic  magnets  (the  other  being  agriculture)
that drew new settlers to Montana in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Mon-
tana   shares   much   in   this   regard   with   its
neighboring states.  Butte and Anaconda stand
out among mining-related cities  in the Rocky
Mountain West, however, because of the scale
of   their   industrial   operations.   From    1887
through World War I,  Butte was  the world's
largest  supplier of copper,  and Butte was  the
largest mining city in the U.S. Anaconda was
home to the world's largest non-ferrous metal-
lurgical  works.  Consequently,  the  built  envi-
ronments  of the two  cities  share  facets  of the
character of an impermanent mining camp  as
well  as  of a  significant  urban  place.  Neither
Butte nor Anaconda was  a company town in
the  technical   sense   (meaning   the   dominant
corporation  owned  the  housing,  provided  es-
sential  services  such  as  selling  groceries,  and
took payments for rent and purchases from the
company   store  out  of  the  employees'   pay-
checks), but both cities came to be dominated
by a single corporation.

Butte  arose  as  a  typical  mining  camp  in  the
1860s,   grew   into   a   large   mining   city   that
housed  the  operations  of  several  of the  na-
tion's  largest  copper  mining  companies,  and

entered the World War I era dominated by the
company  that   consolidated  the  rest   of  the
those  companies,  the  Anaconda Copper Min-
ing  Company  (ACM).  The  city  of Anaconda
was  established  by  the  Anaconda  Company,
but  from  the  beginning  the  ACM's  Marcus
Daly laid out the town for the  sale  of lots  so
that it could develop more or less through the
conventional  real  estate  market  (needless  to
say, the ACM  continued to play a prominent
role in that market and in the institutions that
arose  in  Anaconda).  This  essay  will  provide
an overview of the mining and industrial his-
tories of the two cities within which members
of  the  Vernacular  Architecture  Forum  may
enhance  their understandings  of the  develop-
ment of the rich cultural treasures  of the two
communities,    including    their    human-built
landscapes.

Butte's  founding  occurred  during  Montana's
gold rush,  which began in  1862  with the  dis-
covery  of gold  on  Grasshopper  Creek  in  the
southwestern part of the territory.  The boom-
town of Bannack emerged, and from that base
gold-seekers  explored  the  surrounding moun-
tains   and   valleys   hoping   to   discover  more
gold. In  1863, prospectors found placer depos-
its  along  Alder  Gulch,  seventy  miles  east  of
Bannack, and established Virginia City, Mon-
tana's  richest  gold-mining  camp.  In   1864,  a
party based in Virginia City found placer gold
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Mines on the Butte hill were adjacent to the city's neighborhoods and business districts tohoto from Harry C. Free-
rna.n, A Briof History Of Butte,  the World's Greatest Mining Camp,1900 ). This view shows the INeversweat mine
(the seveh stacks) from the northeast edge of the central business district.

and   staked   claims   north   of  the   Highland
Mountains along Silver Bow Creek, in a high
mountain   basin   called   the   Summit   Valley,
some  60  miles  to  the  north  of Alder  Gulch.
When they returned to Virginia City for sup-
plies, news  of their discovery  spread.  Several
other  parties  followed  those  first  discoverers
back  to  the  Summit  Valley,  and  by  autumn
1864, they had established a rude camp at the
headwaters of Silver Bow Creek in what they
called  Town  Gulch.I  The  settlement  was  lo-
cated just  north  of what  would  become  the
Parrot Mine, which has been subsumed by the
present day shops of the Kelley Mine.

During its first dec.ade, Butte's history was not

I  Michael  P.  Malone  and  Richard 8.  Roeder,  A4o#/c}#cz.. 4  f7z's-

fory o/ Two  Ce#Z#rz.es (Seattle:  University of Washington Press,
\97 6). 50-55., M:2Lhone, The Battle for Butte:  Mining and Politics
on  the  Northern  Frontier,   1864-1906  (Sea.tthe.. Urivelstrty  o£
Washington Press,1981 ), 3-8.

unlike that of most other small Western min-
ing camps: a few boom years of relative pros-
perity,  followed  by  a  bust.  Yet  almost  from
the   beginning,   knowledgeable   miners   who
picked   at  Butte's   rock   outcroppings   recog-
nized  an  abundance  of  copper,  manganese,
and  other  base  metals.  To  economically  re-
cover  wealth  from  such  ores,  however,  the
miners  would have  to  bring  to  Butte  a more
complex  technological   dimension  than  they
had been using. They had to bring the capabil-
ity  for smelting,  which used heat to  melt the
ores,  thus  physically  and  chemically  separat-
ing the metal from less valuable elements. Un-
daunted by the difficulty of the endeavor in a
place  as  remote  as  Butte,  a  few miners built
crude furnaces. They were not successful. Not
until fifteen years  after the  discovery of gold
in the Summit Valley did a new generation of
entrepreneurs-better   capitalized   and   more
highly  trained-succeed  at  smelting  copper.
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From that point onward,  Butte departed from
the path followed by most other Rocky Moun-
tain mining camps and began its ascent to the
position it held for about three decades as the
world's  most  productive  copper-mining  dis-
trict. 2

During  that  reign,   Butte   gained  the  name,
"The  Richest  Hill  on  Earth,"   a  designation

bearing  an  element  of  geological  truth.  The
name  stems  from  the  boosterism  of miners
and  promoters  who  wanted  to  attract  capital
and  its  attendant  development to  Butte.  Such
boosterism   was   widespread   throughout   the
West, but in Butte's case it proved accurate, as
Butte   grew  to  become   the   nation's   largest
mining  city.  In the  process,  the  miners'  hard
work and Butte's great mineral wealth contrib-
uted to prosperity for the entire nation, for the
rise of Butte coincided with Thomas Edison's
invention  of the  incandescent  light  bulb  and
his development of the Pearl Street generating
station in New York City in  1882, technologi-
cal developments that led directly to the elec-
trification   of  American   society.   Americans
used  little  more  than  a half-pound  of copper
per  capita  in  1870;  in  1880  they  were  using
about a pound of copper per capita,  and cop-
per consumption tripled by  1890.  U.S.  copper
consumption  reached   its   peak   at  just   over
twenty  pounds  per  capita  in   1929,  and  the
copper production  The  Richest  Hill  on  Earth
contributed mightily to this  consumption.3 As
with  so  much  boosterism,  however,  Butte's
moniker ignores the unintended consequences
of an  achievement.  In Butte's  case,  those un-
intended  consequences  include  huge  hills  of
earthen  material  discarded  during  the  extrac-

2 For a comparison of Butte's copper production and that

of  other  copper-mining  districts  in  the  U.S.,  see  Otis
Young,  "The  American  Copper  Frontier,   1640-1893,"
The Speculator:  A Journal Of Butte and Southwest Mon-
Zcz7zc7 fJz.a/ory  1  (Summer  1984): 4-15.

3 RIchard  P.  Rothwell,  ed„  772e  A4lz.7?ercz/ /7zc7as#)/,   /892,

Vol.  I  (New York:  The  Scientific Publishing Company,
1893),117;  George  H.  Hildebrand  and  Garth  L.  Man-

g)I:in,  Management   and   Labor   in   American   Copper,
1845-1990:  Linkages  Between  Product  and Labor  Mar~
fe/a (Cambridge, MA:  Harvard University Press,  1992),
97.
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tion of millions of tons of ore; vast deposits of
tailings resulting  from the mineral processing
of  those  ores;   a  giant  open-pit  mine  filling
with   toxic   water   contaminated  with   heavy
metals;   and  thousands   of  acres   of  land   in
which vegetation  has  been  severely  damaged
by smelter smoke.4 Those environmental con-
sequences  and  the  infrastructure  designed  to
manage  them  are  part  of  the  human-made
landscape the VAF will see around Butte and
Anaconda.

Overview of Butte's Mining History

Butte's  first  phase  of  mining  was  placer  or
hydraulic mining, meaning that companies  of
miners  used  water  to  dislodge  gravels  along
the   Butte  hill,   its   gullies,   and   Silver  Bow
Creek  and to  transport those  gravels  through
sluice boxes  and other crude devices  in order
to  separate  particles  of gold  from  less  dense
rock.  Hydraulic  mining  necessitated  the  con-
struction of ditches and flumes to convey wa-
ter  from  the  nearby  hills;  vestiges  of  those
ditches are still visible in the vicinity of Butte.
Missoula  Gulch,  which  runs  from  north  to
south  through  Butte's  west  side,  was  one  of
the  areas  that  was  extensively  mined  by  hy-
draulic  means  in the  early years.  Placer min-
ing  along  Silver Bow  Creek peaked  in  about
1867,   when   the   population   in   and   around
Butte  may  have  reached  500.  Production  of
gold  and  the  population  in  and  around  Butte
both declined after that because of several dry
years,  meaning  little  water  was  available  for
hydraulic   mining,   and   because   the   gravels
around  Butte  were  not  very  rich.  By   1869,
there were  only about  50 miners working the
gravels around Butte.5

As placer mining was booming and going bust
at   Butte,   another   class   of   miners,    called"quartz  cranks,"  concentrated  their  efforts  at
digging  into  the  Butte  hill,  trying  to  under-

4Edwin Dobb,  "Pennies from Hell:  In Montana, the Bill

for America's  Copper Comes  Due," f7c}rpcr's A4lc}gc}zz.;te
293  (October  1996):  39-54.

S  M.AL.    Lee;son,    History     of    Montana,     1739-1885

(Chicago: Wamer, Beers & Company,1885), 274.
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stand the mineralization that was so prominent
in the rock outcroppings, and hopefully devel-
oping  profitable  hard-rock  mines.  Assays  of
samples   taken   from  their   diggings   showed
promising  values  in  gold,  silver,  copper,  and
other metals,  but  it  would  take  several  years
before  those  diggings  succeeded  in  yielding
ore,  because  the  definition  of ore  is  an  eco-
nomic one. "An ore [emphasis in the original]
is   a  natural   aggregation   of  minerals   from
which  a  metal  or  metallic  compound  can  be
recovered with profit  on  a  large  scale.  When
the percent of metal  is too  low for profitable
extraction  the  rock  ceases  to  be  an  ore."  6
Whether  the  extracted  rock  can  yield  profit
depends  on  several  factors  in  addition  to  the
percent  of metal  it  bears.  Those  factors  in-
clude the cost of extracting the rock from the
ground,  the  cost  of processing the rock  so  to
yield   a   product   that   can   economically   be
shipped to  market, the  cost of shipping prod-
uct   to   market,   and   the   price   the   product
fetches   on   the   market.   Those   first   quartz
cranks  faced  a  daunting  task,  the  promising
assays of their samples notwithstanding. Butte
was  a remote  camp  in the Rocky Mountains,
far from markets for metals,  far from the na-
tion's  transportation  network,   and  far  from
sources  of  mining  and  metallurgical  equip-
ment  that  could  help  lower  the  costs  of ex-
tracting  and  processing  rock  from  the  Butte
hill.

The quartz cranks persisted, however, and by
the year of the United States' Centennial cele-
bration   several   of  Butte's   hardrock  mining
enterprises  were  on the  verge  of success.  An
address  given  at  Butte's  1876  Fourth  of July
celebration  credited  William  Farlin  with  the
camp's first successful silver mill, the Dexter,
located  in  Missoula  Gulch  near  his  Travonia
mine  (a more  modem  steel  headframe  stands
over   the   Travonia   shaft   today),   and   the
speaker credited William Parks with develop-
ing  the  first  successful  copper  mine.  Key  to
the  success  of both ventures was the nation's
first transcontinental railroad, which had been
completed in  1869.  Farlin had secured financ-

6Robert Richard, 4  rex/ Book o/ Ore D7.cssz.#g (1909),

1.

ing  from a local banker,  W.A.  Clark of Deer
Lodge,  so  that he  could purchase mill  equip-
ment and have  it freighted overland from the
transcontinental   railroad   at   Corinne,   Utah.
Parks  and  his  men  had  dug  a  150-foot-deep
shaft  and  driven  a  cross-cut  200  feet  toward
where he believed an ore body to be. Early in
1876,   he   struck   a   vein   of  copper   glance
(chalcocite,  Cu2S,  a  copper  sulfide  ore)  four
feet wide. Using a hand windlass, he was able

;°ndh8i:;:ttb°ynw°afg:;etoda€]oyr>££1::7eitinsacks,

Neither Farlin nor Parks profited in the long-
term,  but  word  of  their  successes  attracted
miners  with  greater  means  and  investors  to
Butte,  and  soon  industrialized  mining  opera-
tions  and  silver  mills  were  in  development.
One of the most successful enterprises was the
Alice  mine  and  mill,  owned  by  the  Walker
brothers   of  Utah  and  managed  by  Marcus
Daly,  an Irish  immigrant who  had become  a
successful   miner   in   the   Utah   mines.   The
Walkers sent Daly to Butte in  1876 to inspect
and then purchase the Alice mine on their be-
half.  He  took charge  of developing the mine
and building the mill, which went into opera-
tion in October 1877. The town of Walkerville
grew  up   around  the   Alice   mine,   north   of
Butte. Within a short time, several other silver
mills  were  operating  successfully,  the  largest
of which were the Moulton and the Lexington,
both near the Alice,  and the  Silver Bow mill,
located  east  of Butte  near  Silver Bow  Creek.
Entering the 1880s, Butte was Montana's larg-
est silver-mining camp.  It had a stable  silver-
mining industry and a growing copper-mining
industry.   Butte's   silver  mills   were   treating
about 250  tons  of silver ore  per  day  in  1882.
By  comparison, Butte's  copper smelters were
treating  about  200  tons  of copper  ore  daily.
Butte's silver mines were already on the wane
when the silver crash hit in  1893. Meanwhile,

7 Fredric  L.  Quivik,  "Smoke  and  Tailings:  An    Envi-

ronmental History of Copper Smelting Technologies in
Montana,   1880-1930"  (unpublished  PhD  dissertation,
University of pennsylvania,1998), 90-94.
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Butte's  copper mines  continued to  grow phe-

%gnet#ycetni;°#  the  1890S  and  into  the

Butte' s first successful copper smelter resulted
from a partnership of W.A. Clark of Butte and
N.P.  Hill,  who  had  established  a  prosperous
copper-smelting   enterprise   at   Black   Hawk,
Colorado.  Clark  had  begun  shipping  copper
ore to Black Hawk in  1878. Hill liked the ore
he was receiving from Butte, so he sent one of
his  skilled  smeltermen,  Henry  Williams,  to
Butte to investigate the situation. The  follow-
ing year,  Hill,  Clark, Williams  and others  es-
tablished  the  Colorado  &  Montana  Smelting
Company, and developed a smelter along Sil-
ver Bow Creek downstream of today's Mom-

8    Quivik,   "Smoke  and  Tailings,"   104+111,120-121,

149-154.
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tana   Street.   The   Colorado   smelter   started

#::t;ngm::;tgefn°:esth£:#grua::oLn:997ihwefrt:gil;
cluster  of working-class  cottages  on  a  small
hill  adjacent to  the  smelter  site, just  south  of
the  creek  and  west  of Montana  Street.  It  is
called Williamsburg and is named for the first
manager of the Colorado smelter.

Several other copper smelters followed on the
heels   of  the   Colorado.   Their  developments
were  aided greatly by the  arrival  of the rail-
road in Montana. The Union Pacific's subsidi-
ary,  the  Utah  & Northern,  was  the  first rail-
road to reach Montana-crossing the southern
border  from  Idaho  in  1880-and  the  first  to
serve   Butte,   completing   its   tracks   into   the
thriving  mining  city  in   1881.  The  Northern

9   Quivik, "Smoke and Tailings,"  117-119.

Slag  canyon  along  Silver Bow  Creek  at  site  of Butte  Reduction  Works,  Butte,  1996  tohoto  by F.  Quivik).  The
Butte Reduction Works built this feature (visible along west side of Montana Street) out of poured-in-place slag in
order to keep the creek from washing tailings away.
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Upper Works,  Anaconda,1887  tohoto  from "The Anaconda Reduction Works," booklet published by the Ana-
conda Copper Mining Company,1920).  This photo  shows the smelter in the right background three years after it
went into operation in  1884. The east end of the town of Anaconda is shown at mid-ground.

Pacific completed its transcontinental railroad
in   1883,   driving   its   golden   spike   at   Gold
Creek,  north  of Deer  Lodge.  The  Union  Pa-
cific and the Northern Pacific then established
a jointly-owned  subsidiary,  the  Montana Un-
ion,  to  run  a  line  from  Butte  west and north
through  the  Deer  Lodge  Valley  to  the  NP's
main  line  north  of Deer  Lodge.  Spurred  by
improved  transportation,  capitalists  from  the
East Coast began investing in Butte mines and
smelter   developments.   New  York  investors
led   by   the   Lewisohn   Brothers,   who   were
prominent intemational metals brokers, started
the Montana Copper Company, which fired its
new smelter along upper Silver Bow Creek in
1880.  Charles  Meader was  an  early manager
of  the  Montana  Copper  Company's   opera-
tions, but he  soon left the  company to  start a
new  company  and build  another  smelter,  the
Bell, located on Blacktail Deer Creek, near the
present location of the Harrison Avenue inter-
change  on  I-15/90.  A  community  of miners
and  smelterworkers  grew  along  Silver  Bow
Creek  near  the  Montana  smelter  (altemately

called  the  Colusa  smelter).  Named  Meader-
ville,   it   became   one   of  the   more   storied
neighborhoods of the larger urbanizing area of
Butte. Meaderville was wiped from the face of
the earth by the development of the Berkeley
Pit  in  the  late   1950s.  Meanwhile,  Meader's
Bell smelter was the only failure among Butte
smelters   after  the   initial   failed   attempts   to
smelt Butte ores in the 1860s.]°

The  other  successful  Butte  smelters  of  the
nineteenth century included the Parrot,  estab-
lished by capitalists from Connecticut and He-
lena;   Clark's   Colusa,   established   by   W.A.
Clark; the Butte Reduction Works, developed
by a New Jersey company and soon purchased
by  W.A.  Clark;  the  Butte  &  Boston  (8&8)
smelter, established by Boston and New York
capitalists;  and  the  Montana  Ore  Purchasing
Company smelter, established by F. Augustus

]°Quivik, "Smoke and Tailings,"  130-134,145-148.
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Heinze, perhaps the most notorious of Butte's
three main Copper Kings (the other two being
Clark   and   Daly).   From   his   mines,   Heinze
drove workings into ore bodies of other com-
panies  and then  defended his  miners'  actions
in  the  courts  using  the  law  of the  apex,  by
which  he  claimed  he  was  merely  following
veins of copper ore that apexed on his mining
claims.   The  Butte  smelters  featured  several
important   metallurgical    developments:    the
Montana smelter was the first in Butte to build
a  concentrator  to  separate  valuable  minerals
from worthless host rock before subjecting the
concentrates  to  smelting;  the  Parrot  was  the
first copper smelter in the U.S. to successfully
use the Bessemer process  (called the Manhes
process  when  applied  to  copper)  in  order  to
produce a more refined finished product.  The
companies   that   owned   these   smelters   also
owned some of the more important mines on
the  Butte  hill.  The  Parrot  Silver  and  Copper
Company owned the Parrot Mine, W.A. Clark
owned  the  Original  and  Stewart  Mines,  the

R;¥n:s,°awn%efieti£ZeEoaftnea#hewRe:LgrLayRock

An important set of changes took place for the
companies   that   owned   the   Montana   and

11 Quivik, "Smoke and Tailings,"  133-143,145-148.
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Clark's    Colusa    smelters.    The    Lewisohns,
along with a group  of Boston capitalists who
owned   some    important   copper   mines    on
Michigan' s Upper Peninsula, negotiated a deal
in  1887  whereby  they  would  consolidate  the
Montana  Copper  Company  and  Clark's  Co-
1usa Mine and smelter with the fabulously rich
Mountain View Mine, which had been devel-
oped  but  not  put  into  production  by  Charles
Larabie.  The  new  company  would  be  called
the  Boston  &  Montana  Consolidated  Copper
&  Silver Mining Company.  In addition to the
Mountain View, the new company would op-
erate the East and West Colusa Mines and the
Pennsylvania Mine,  some of the richest prop-
erties on the Butte hill. Within a few years, the
directors  of the  Boston  &  Montana  decided
that   the   old   Montana   and   Clark's   Colusa
smelters   did   not   have   enough   capacity   to
smelt their ores,  and timber and water short-
ages in Butte made increasing their capacities
impractical. The company therefore decided to
build a new smelter at Great Falls, more than
100  miles  from Butte  on the  Missouri  River.
Ore would be shipped to  Great Falls over the
Montana Central Railroad, a major branch line
of the  Great  Northern  Railroad  that  had  re-
cently reached  Butte.  A major  attraction  was
the hydropower potential at the Great Falls of
the Missouri that could be tapped to power the
smelter.  There  were  also  coal  deposits  near

Washoe Reduction Works, Anaconda,1902 tohoto from F. Quivik collection). This photo shows the smelter prior
to construction of the 300-foot stack.
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Great  Falls  that  could  fire  the  furnaces.  The
B&M's new Great Falls smelter went into op-
eration in  1892.  By that time, Butte was  sup-

s:¥i:g.[2half the  Copper  mined  in  the  United

Another problem  in Butte that may have  en-
couraged  the  B&M  to  relocate  its  smelter  to
Great Falls was  smelter smoke.  Roasting was
a means by which the smelters drove off much
of the  sulfur  in  the  ore  before  charging  the
material into the smelting furnaces, which op-
erated at temperatures at which the metals and
other elements in the ore melted. Once melted
in  a  smelting  furnace,  the  copper  could  be
separated  from  the  slag.  The  least  expensive
means  of roasting  was  simply  to  pile  ore  on
top  of cord wood and set the wood afire,  let-
ting the whole heap smolder for weeks. Thick
sulfurous  smoke  would  drift  into  the  atmos-
phere,   but   during   inversions   would   hover
along  the  ground,  filling  the  Summit  Valley
with  smoke  so  thick that  sometimes  artificial
lights  were  needed  to  see  at  midday.  During
such  extreme  events,  people  with  respiratory
ailments got sicker, and many died. Residents
of Butte had long recognized that the  combi-
nation  of smoke  and  winter  inversions  could
make  atmospheric  conditions  deadly,  and  in
the  early  1890s  some  citizens  began pressur-
ing Butte's City Council to regulate the meth-
ods  companies used to  roast  copper ores.  An
ordinance passed in  1891  prohibited the open
roasting   of  ores   in   heaps,   and   companies
turned  to  various  kinds  of roasting  furnaces,
which  discharged  their  smoke  through  short
chimneys.  But  in  the  worst  inversions  such
devices  did  not  carry  the  smoke  far  enough
aloft to remedy the problem. Smoke continued
to be a major public health problem in Butte
through  the remainder  of the  nineteenth  cen-
tury. Needless to  say,  such smoke was harm-
ful to more than humans; during those years of

i#£ieiys¥eett;fdgoafct£::9taft¥o#3te)thecitywas
12   Quivik, "Smoke and Tailings,"  172-174, 217-220.

]3  The  best  treatment  of  the  smoke  controversies  in

nineteenth-century  Butte  is  the  first  half  of  Donald
MacMi+la,n, Smoke  Wars..  Anaconda Copper,  Montana
Air   Pollution,   and   the   Courts,    1890-1920   CHctena;.
Mon`tana Historical Society Press, 2000),19-81.

The  Rise  of the  Anaconda  Copper  Mining
Company and the City of Anaconda

All  of the  above  named  copper-mining  and
smelting companies were quite large, but they
were  by  no  means  Butte's  largest.  That  dis-
tinction  fell  to  the  Anaconda  Company,  an
enterprise started by Marcus Daly after he left
the  employ  of the  Walker Brothers.  In  1880,
he  bought  the  Anaconda  mine,  a  promising
silver property, and enlisted the investment of
three Sam Francisco capitalists, George Hearst,
James  Ben-Ali  Haggin,  and  Lloyd  Tevis,  to
develop  the  prospect.  Daly  drove  the  shaft  a
bit  deeper,  where  he  struck  a  huge  and  rich
copper  ore  body.  He  then  convinced  his  in-
vestment  partners  to  build  a  huge  smelting
complex  on  Wami  Springs  Creek  26  miles
west  of Butte.  To  house  workers  at the  new
smelter, Daly established a new town, named
for  his  mine,  Anaconda.  The  new  Anaconda
works would dwarf any of the Butte smelters.
At the time, the largest two smelters in Butte,
the Montana and the Parrot, each had a capac-
ity to treat  100 tons of ore per day.  When the
new Anaconda smelter went into operation in
1884,  it  had  a  capacity  to  treat  500  tons  per
day,   and   construction  was   on-going  to   in-
crease  its  capacity  to   1,000  tons  daily.  But
Daly's Anaconda Company owned more than
the  Anaconda  mine;   the   St.   Lawrence,  the
Neversweat,  the  Mountain  Consolidated,  and
others were producing more ore than the Ana-
conda  smelter  could handle,  so  Daly  and his
partners  built  a  second  reduction  works   at
Anaconda,   located   two   miles   downstream.
When  it  started  operating  in  1889  with a  ca-
pacity to  treat  1,800  tons  of ore  daily,  it was
called   the    Lower   Works,    and   the    1884

#:I:eari'ie%°t¥ewjtphpear#£:#4°RfuiLri?°o°ftth°enss:
two  smelters  are  clearly  visible  on  the  hills
beyond  the  Old  Works  Golf  Course,  which
was  designed  by  Jack  Nicklaus  and  built  as
part  of  the  Superfund  cleanup  atop  tailings
and  slag  left  from  the  two  smelters'  opera-
tions.

"   Quivik, "Smoke and Tailings,"  155-164,198-203.
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Daly  had  to  rely  on  the  Montana  Union  to
haul ore from Butte to Anaconda, but he had
had  several  disputes  with  the  railroad  over
rates  and  service.  Finally,  in  1892,  with  the
promise of help from his friend, James J. Hill
of the Great Northern Railway, he decided to
build  his  own  subsidiary  railroad,  the  Butte,
Anaconda & Pacific (BA&P). Daly's new line
began service in December  1893.  Although it
hauled passengers  and  other  freight between
Butte and Anaconda, its most important func-
tion  was  hauling  ore  from  the  mines  to  the
Upper and Lower Works. Daly clearly under-
stood that the new railroad was part of the in-
tegrated technological  system  for mining  and
smelting that he was  developing.15  Writing to
Haggin,  he  stated,  "The  road  from the  Butte
Mines to the smelter is as much a part and par-
cel  of the works  as the Bruckner furnaces  or
the jigs in the Concentrator."]6 Several promi-
nent  features  of the  BA&P  from  the  1890s
survive  in  Anaconda,  including  the  General
Office  and  the  roundhouse  and  shops  com-
plex.   The   roundhouse   includes   its   original
1893 tumtable, built by the Lassig Bridge and
Iron Works of Chicago, a company that built a
number  of  bridge   structures   for  the   Great
Northern  and  other  railroads.   The  yards  at
Rocker and East Anaconda are also important
features  of the  railroad.  Ore  trains  were  as-
sembled at Rocker from shorter strings of ore
cars  coming  off the  Butte  hill,  and then  ore
trains were disassembled at the East Anaconda
yard  so  that  smaller  strings  of cars  could  be
moved up smelter hill to the concentrator.

The  Anaconda  Company  built  several  other
industrial facilities at Anaconda to support its
giant mining and smelting enterprise, the most
prominent of which was a plant known as the
Foundry  Department  of the  ACM.  It  started
operating in  1890, managed by Shelley Tuttle.

15  Rex Myers,  "The Butte Rail Connection:  Mining and

Transportation,   1880-1980,"  772e  fpecz//czJor..  4  c/oz/r7?c}/

Of  Butte  and  Southwest  Montana  History  1  (SNIrrlrn:el
1984): 30-37; Quivik, "Smoke and Tailings," 232-233.

]6 Marcus Daly to J.B.  Haggin,  letter dated 21  July  1890,

folder 12, box 63, Records of the Anaconda Copper Min-
ing Company,  MC-169,  Montana Historical  Society Ar-
chives, Helena.
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He had started a foundry in Butte in  1881; his
business was one of several in the mining city
that   made   mining   and   milling   equipment.
Marcus Daly decided to build a new foundry
at the  southwest comer of Anaconda in  1889
to support his mining and metallurgical enter-
prise.  The  following  year,  when  the  foundry
went into operation, the business was incorpo-
rated as the Tuttle Manufacturing and Supply
Company.  Although  Tuttle  ran  the  foundry,
Daly owned the controlling share of the stock.
In  addition  to  a  foundry,  the  complex  had  a
pattern  shop,  machine  shop,  and boiler  shop.
Tuttle sold his  share in the company in  1896,
and  the  following  year  the  company's  direc-
tors  agreed  to 'sell  the  business  to  the  ACM,
after which it was called the Foundry Depart-
ment  of the  Anaconda  Copper Mining  Com-
pany.  In  1980,  when  ARCO  closed  its  Ana-
conda operations, it sold the foundry to former
managers  and engineers,  who  formed a busi-
ness  called  AFFCO,  which  still  operates  the
works.17 Several  years  ago,  AFFCO  donated
the  contents  of its  giant pattern warehouse to
the Anaconda Historical Society.

By  the  late   1890s,  output  from  the  ACM's
mines again exceeded the Anaconda smelters'
capacities,  and the technologies  were becom-
ing   outdated.   But  rather  than  remodel  and
enlarge   the   Upper   and   Lower   Works,   the
ACM decided to build an entirely new smelter
on the south side of wami Springs Creek. The
new  smelter,  which began operating  in  1902,
was  called the Washoe Reduction Works,  af-
ter the company that actually owned it. In the
late  1890s,  Daly  and Haggin had  formed the
Washoe Copper Company as a separate corpo-
ration  to   develop   and   operate   several  new
mines in Butte. The Washoe built the smelter,
but it was operated under lease by the ACM. It
was built with ample room around each of its
departments   (concentrator,   roasting   depart-
ment, reverberatory department, blast furnace
department, and converter department) so that

]7Brian  Shovers,  M.  Fiege,  F.  Quivik,  and  D.  Martin,

Butte  and Anaconda  Revisited:  An  Overview  Of Early
Day  Mining  and  Smelting  in  Montana, Mouta.ne Bu-
reau of Mines  and Geology  Special Publication no.  99
(Butte: Montana Bureau of Mines and Geology,1991),
45-50.
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each   department    could   be   remodeled    or
enlarged without  impinging  on  its  neighbors.
Each  department  had  its  own  stack,  which
spewed  smoke  laden  with  sulfur  and  arsenic
into  the  air.  Almost  as  soon  as  the  smelter
started  operating,  farmers  noticed  their  live-
stock dying;  veterinarians  said the  cause was
arsenical  poisoning.  Believing  the  source  of
the  arsenic  was  smelter  smoke,  the  farmers
complained to the ACM, which paid the farm-
ers for their lost livestock, closed the smelter,
and remodeled it so that all the smoke traveled
through  a  new  flue  system  to  a  300-foot-tall
stack at the top of smelter hill.  Still not satis-
fied, the farmers brought suit against the com-
pany. Although they lost the case, the trial was
a  monumental  case  featuring  more  than  two
hundredwitnesses.18

The  farmers  had  enlisted  the  support  of the
federal   government.   While  the   government
experts were conducting field work in the sup-
port of the farmers, they saw that sulfur diox-

Ruins  of a  reverberatory  furnace,  Upper  Works,  Ana-
conda,1982 ®hoto by F. Quivik). Note ruins of flue on
hillside in background. These ruins are now in the midst
of the Old Works Golf Course.

]8   Gordon  Morris  Bakken,  "Was  There  Arsenic  in  the

Air? Anaconda Versus the Farmers of Deer Lodge Val-
ky;"  Montana:  The  Magazine  Of Western  History  41
(Summer  1991):  30-41 ; Quivik, "Smoke and Tailings,"
274-278,  306-103;  Quivik,  "The  Tragic  Montana  Ca-
reer  of Dr.  D.E.  Salmon,"  A4lo#Zcz#c7..  7lfze  A4lczgrzz.7Oc  o/
Wesfe7.# f7j.sfory 57 (Spring 2007):  33-47.

ide  in  the  smoke  was  killing  trees  on  thou-
sands  of acres  of national  forest  adjacent  to
the smelter,  so in  1910 the United States filed
suit against the ACM. Before the case went to
trial,    the    government    and    the    company
reached  an  agreement  to  create  a  three-man
board  of experts,  whose  expenses  the  ACM
would pay,  to  conduct research and develop-
ment to find technical solutions to the smelter
smoke  problem.  The  ACM  agreed  to  imple-
ment  any  recommendations  the  board  of ex-
perts made. The most prominent of the recom-
mendations was to replace the  300-foot stack
with  a  585-foot  stack  outfitted  with  electro-
static  precipitators  at  its  base.  The  precipita-
tors   would   recover   arsenic   dust   from   the
smoke,  and the new  stack would provide the
draft to carry the remaining smoke aloft.  The
technical  fix  addressed  the  arsenic  problem,
but it did not address  the  sulfur problem.  In-
stead,    the    government   and   the    company
agreed in the  1920s to  a land exchange, with
the ACM accepting title to more than  100,000
acres of damaged timber land in the vicinity of
the smelter in exchange for deeding a like area
of healthy timber land to the government else-
where in Montana.19

The Washoe smelter continued operating until
1980, when it closed temporarily during a la-
bor   strike.   Much   to   the   public's   surprise,
ARCO (the oil company that bought The Ana-
conda Company in  1976) decided to close the
smelter permanently before the  strike  settled,
citing the poor copper market and high labor
and    environmental-compliance    costs.    That
same  year,  Congress  passed  the  Comprehen-
sive Environmental Response,  Compensation,
and  Liability  Act,  which  created  Superfund,
the  national  program  to   cleanup  hazardous
materials   at   old   industrial   sites.   Since   that
time,  much  Super fund remediation has  taken
place in and around Anaconda, the most visi-
ble  feature  of which  is  the  Old  Works  Golf
Course. ARCO demolished the smelter shortly
after  it  closed,  but  a  community  group,  Save
Our  Stack  (SOS),  rose  up  and  convinced the
company  not  to  demolish  the  stack.  It  now
stands as a State Monument.

19   Quivik, "Smoke and Tailings,"  155-164,198-203.
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Anselmo  Mine,  Butte,  1980  ®hoto  by  Jet Lowe,  His-
toric  American  Engineering  Record).  The  Anselmo  is
the most intact mineyard in Butte (see also p.  150).

Consolidation  of the  Montana  Copper  In-
dustry

About the time the ACM was making plans to
build  the  Washoe  Reduction  Works  to  con-
solidate  the  operations  of its  two  smelters  at
oAnaconda into one location, the company was
in the  beginning  of a  corporate  consolidation
that would have  significant  consequences  for
the entire copper industry as well as the social,
political, and built environments of Butte and
Anaconda.   Entering  the   late   1890s,   several
parties had been exploring possibilities to con-
solidate  Butte's  copper  industry.  One  of the
efforts came to fruition in  1899 when Marcus
Daly  joined  forces  with  Henry  Rogers  and
William Rockefeller of the Standard Oil Trust
to  form  the  Amalgamated  Copper  Company,
which in turn acquired controlling interests in
the  ACM,  Washoe  Copper  Company,  Parrot
Silver   &   Copper   Company,   and   Colorado
Smelting   &   Mining   Company.   Two   years
later,  Amalgamated  completed  acquisition  of
the two Boston companies. Amalgamated was
a holding company,  so each of the companies
it acquired continued to operate  in Butte as  a
distinct  corporate   entity.   In  time,   however,
Amalgamated   moved   to   consolidate   opera-
tions  as  well.  When  Amalgamated  acquired
the Parrot in  1899,  that company had already
closed its Butte smelter and was making plans
to  build  a  new  reduction  works  near  \Vhite-
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hall, just  over  the  Continental  Divide  to  the
east. Those plans were halted when the Parrot
moved  into  the  Amalgamated  fold  and  the
Parrot  began  sending  its  ore  to  the  ACM's
smelters. By 1905, the Butte & Boston and the
Colorado smelters had also closed, so none of
the  Amalgamated  companies  operated  smelt-
ers at Butte. The Boston & Montana continued
sending its  ore to  its  Great Falls  smelter,  and
the  other  companies  sent  their  ores  to  Ana-
conda.20

Early in the twentieth century, the Butte mine
yards  assumed the  fomi they would maintain
through  the  gradual  closure  of underground
operations  at  mid-century.  The  most  promi-
nent  feature  of a mineyard  is  the  head frame,
the   trussed   structure   that   stands   over   the
mine's  shaft.  Early  in  the  twentieth  century
the  big  mines  replaced  their  wooden  head-
frames  with  steel  structures.  Each  mineyard
also   had   a   hoist   house,   the   building   that
housed a steam-powered hoist engine.  Cables
ran from drums  on the hoist engine,  over the
sheave wheels at the top of the head frame, and
down  the  shaft.  By  winding  a  cable  onto  a
drum,  a  hoisting  engineer  could  haul  tons  of
ore from the mine workings to the surface in
vessels called skips. Letting the cable out from
the drum, the hoisting engineer could lower a
skip  down  the  shaft  for  another  load  of ore.
Surface  crews  could  also  remove  the  skips
from the ends of the cables and replace them
with  cages  for hoisting  miners  into  or  out  of
the mine.  Other ancillary buildings in a mine-
yard  often  included  a  carpenter  shop,  com-

a;eussse°;rpc8u;:: 2]machine   Shop,   and   change

Corporate   consolidation   continued   through
1910.  First,  Amalgamated  finally  eliminated
the troublesome F. Augustus Heinze from the
copper scene in  1906, when he agreed to  sell
his MOP smelter and his several copper mines
to  the  Red  Metal  Mining  Company,  a  new
company friendly to Amalgamated. Red Metal

2°Malone,Bcrz//e/orB#fze,131-140.

2\ Showers, ct a.i, Butte and Anaconda Revisited,17-30.
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continued to operated Heinze's mines and the
MOP smelter until  1910, when the next major
step  in  consolidation  occurred.  Amalgamated
had  all  of  its  operating  subsidiaries  transfer
title of their properties to the ACM, which be-
came  Amalgamated's  sole  operating  subsidi-
ary  in  Butte.  Red  Metal  also  transferred  its
properties to the ACM, which closed the MOP
smelter,  sending  all  the  ores  from  Heinze's
former   mines    to    the    Washoe    Reduction
Works.   That  same  year,  Amalgamated  also
negotiated the purchase of all of W.A. Clark's
copper  properties  by  the  ACM,  which  then
closed the Butte Reduction Works  and began

£#o8e.92re from Clark'S Copper mines to the

The  1910 consolidation of operations also sig-
naled  changes  in  the  mines,  as  the  ACM be-
gan  to  integrate  them  into  a  single  industrial
system.  At  the  same  time,  the  ACM's  sister
company,   Montana   Power   Company   (also
based  in Butte),  was  consolidating  several  of
the  largest  hydroelectric  utilities  in  the  state.
Montana  Power's  most  extensive  hydroelec-
tric  generating  potential  was  along  the  Mis-
souri  River,  especially  at  Great  Falls.  High-
voltage  transmission  lines  crossed  the  moun-
tains from various generating stations to Butte
and Anaconda (some of those c 1910 transmis-
sion towers  are  still  in  service  in  and  around
Butte  and  Anaconda)  in  order  to  supply  the

fn€g23expandin8  industrial  operation  with

With consolidation,  one  of the  first functions
to  electrify  was  hoisting  at  the  mines,  but  it
did  not  happen  directly,  with  the  installation
of electric-powered hoist engines. Having two
or more hoisting engines  start hoisting a load

22R.  Ernest  Richter,  "The  Amalgamated  Copper  Com-

pany:  A  Closed  Chapter  in  Corporate  Finance,"  772e
Quarterly Journal Of Economics 30 (1916).. 38] -4Or .

T3 Cech H. K;Irk, A History Of the Montana Power Com-

pcJ#);  (Pleasant  Hill,  OR:  Donn  R.  Kirk,  2008),  221-
227;   Quivik,   "Early   Steel  Transmission  Towers   and
Energy for Montana's Copper Industry," A4lo#Jcz#cz..  777e
Magazine  Of Western  History  38  (ALutomn  \988)..  67-
69.

of  ore   simultaneously  would  cause  violent
peaks in demand-fluctuations, in that period,
which  control  technologies  at  distant hydroe-
lectric  generating  stations  could  not  yet  ac-
commodate.  Instead,  the  ACM installed a gi-
ant central compressor plant on the Butte hill
near the High Ore mine, east of the Mountain
Consolidated.  The  compressors  in  the  plant
could run continuously,  filling receivers with
compressed air.  Steel pipes extended from the
central compressor plant across the Butte hill
to  the  several  mine  yards  to  drive  hoist  en-
gines as well as the rock drills used by miners
down in the drifts and stopes. This meant that
the ACM merely had to modify,  not replace,
the  existing steam-powered hoist engines that
already existed at the mines, so that they could
be    driven   by   compressed   air   instead   of
steam.24

Eventually,  control technologies  improved  so
that  Montana  Power's  hydroelectric  generat-
ing system could adjust to the violent fluctua-
tions in demand caused by electric hoists, and
the  ACM began to  install them  at the  mines.
The Anselmo Mine has the most intact mine-
yard  in Butte,  and  its hoist house  features  an
electric  hoist  engine.  Nevertheless,  the  large.
steel pipe that conveyed compressed air to the
Anselmo for the drills is also still present, as is
a  receiver  tank  near  the  dry.   Several  other
mineyards  in  Butte  also  have  electric  hoists
still in place, while two mineyards, the Origi-
nal and the Steward (both former Clark mines)
still have their steam hoist engines,  converted
to compressed air of course.

The corporate consolidation was completed in
1915, when Amalgamated transferred all of its
assets to the ACM (this included several com-
panies  that  had  metallurgical  works  in  other
parts   of  the  United   States).   Then  Amalga-
mated  was  dissolved  as  a  corporate  entity,
leaving  Anaconda  as  the  coxporate  giant that
dominated  the  copper  industry  in  Butte  and

24Bruno  Nordberg,  "The  Compressed  Air  System  of

the   A.C.M.,    Butte,   Montana,"    r7.cz72sczc/z.o77s    o/  Z¢e
American Institute of Mining Engineers 46 (1914).. &26-
888.
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Anaconda,   dominated   politics   in   Montana,

?nndthweaswt:re[d:]2f5th#{8estoi;n8:astteriac[ocn°s#5::i::
had  reverberations  in  Butte,  including  in  the
relationship  between  labor  and  management.
The   Butte   Miners   Union   (local   #1   of  the
Western Federation of Miners) was one of the
largest and most influential locals in the coun-
try,  and  it  had  thrived  in  part  because  there
were   several   companies   operating  in  Butte
who were competing for scarce labor. In 1912,
however,   the  ACM   ceased  recognizing  the
union  as  the miners'  representative  and insti-
tuted  instead  a  "rustling  card"  system,  under
which  each  miner  had  to  present  an  ACM-
issued  rustling  card  at  any  mine  where  he
wished  to  work.  If the  company  thought  an
individual was trying to organize for the union
or  was  otherwise  undesirable,  the  company
could withhold the rustling card. This led to a
split in the union, culminating in the dynamit-
ing of the Miners Union Hall in June  1914 by
radical   elements   of  the  union  membership.
The stone north wall of the demolished union
hall   survives   northeast   of  the   Butte-Silver
Bow  Public  Archives.   The  Butte  mines  re-
mained  an  open  shop  until  the  1930s,  when

#t:jomn£F::sthwe:rreu£%:3;cteh:gAatn#gafnrecog_

Butte's  peak  in  copper  production  occuITed
during World War I, which is also believed to
have  been  Butte's  population  peak.  The  na-
tion's  copper market  slumped badly  after the
war,  and  so  did  Butte's  population,  as  many
miners moved elsewhere in search of employ-
ment.  That exodus  notwithstanding,  Butte re-
corded   its   highest   official   census   in   1920,

25 RIchter,  "The  Amalgamated  Copper  Company,"  387-

407; Christopher Schmitz, "The World's Largest Indus-
trial  Companies  in  1912,"  Bz4sz.72ess  f7z.a/ory  37  (1995):
85-96.

2.6 |e:ITV  Cz|twert,  The  Gibraltar  Of Unionism:  Socialism

and   Labor   in   Butte,   Montana,   1895-1920   (Hctena..
Montana  Historical  Society  Press,1988),  71-91;  Janet
Ore, "Labor and the New Deal in Butte, Montana:  The
International  Union  of Mine,  Mill  and  Smelter  Work-
ers'    Strike   of   1934,"   unpublished   master's   thesis,
Washington State University,1987.
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when  official  government  enumerators  found
60,313   people   living   in   the   Mining   City.
Butte's population has been in steady decline
ever since.

Butte  remained  a  city  dominated  by  under-
ground  mining  until   1955,  when  The  Ana-
conda  Company  initiated  its  transition  from
relatively   high-cost   selective   mining   con-
ducted   underground   to   relatively   low-cost
bulk surface mining in the form of the Berke-
ley Pit, which has had profound impact on the

:n°g¥huung;etyi%i]eaFnd:a:Pfidnd:::£fTt?2tyAfsrthpe]gci:
expanded, it subsumed several neighborhoods,
like  Meaderville  and  Butte's  East  Side,  and
other important built environments,  like most
of the  eastern  slope  of the  Butte  hill,  where
many  of the  camp's  most  productive  under-
ground mines had been located. And the entire
upper basin of Silver Bow Creek is now filled
with  overburden  and  tailings,  materials  that
once  occupied the  space  that  is now the hole
in the  ground.  As  the Pit expanded westward
toward the  central  business  district  (CBD)  in
Historic  Uptown Butte,  The Anaconda Com-
pany  continued  purchasing  property  and  de-
molishing  structures  in  order  to  maintain  a
buffer  between  the  Pit's  operations  and  the
occupied  portions   of  the  city.   Then  in  the
early   1970s  the  company  proposed  that  the
city relocate its CBD, hiring the Rouse Coapo-
ration  (developer of Columbia,  Maryland and
other planned communities) to  select the best
location on the Flat for a new CBD.  Much to
everyone's  surprise,  however,  the  Butte  City
Council voted in 1976 not to go along with the
company's  plans.  Prior  to  1976,  the  business
district was slowly deteriorating, as most eve-
ryone  assumed  that  it  would  share  the  same
fate  as  Meaderville.  Since  1977,  it  has  been
the  official policy  of local  goverrment to  try
to revitalize the historic  CBD,  although other

27Robert  Corbett,  "The  Changing  Face  of Mining  in

Butte,"  The Speculator:  A Journal Of Butte and South-
wes/ A4o#fcr77cz f7z.sfory  1  (Summer  1984):  20-25;  Timo-
thy J.  Lecain,  "Butte's Berkeley Pit and the American
Culture  of Consumption,"  A4lo#/cz72cz..   717ze  A4crgrzz.#e  o/
Western History 56 (Whier 2006).. 5-17 .
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forces, like sprawl, strip development, and big
box stores on the Flat have made the task dif-
ficult (as they have. in communities throughout
the nation). Meanwhile, by the late  1970s, the
Berkeley  Pit  had  grown  so  big  (1,800  feet
deep) that costs of operating trucks to haul ore
out of the bottom had grown excessive,  so in
1979 the company started developing a differ-
ent ore body in the East Continental Pit,  east
of the Berkeley Pit.  Montana Resources now
operates the East Continental Pit.

The  last  important  mining-related  impact  on
the  landscapes  of Butte  and Anaconda  stems
from  Superfund,  the  nationwide  program  to
remediate  hazardous  materials  left  at  old  in-
dustrial  sites.  The  Clark  Fork  Super fund  site
embraces   Butte,   Anaconda,   and   the   Clark
Fork  River  all  the  way  downstream  to  the
Milltown Dam, just above Missoula.  It is  the
largest   Super fund   site-measured   in   geo-
graphical  area-in  the  nation.  Under  orders
from  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency,
ARCO   has   conducted   remediation   in   and
around Butte that is nearly as monumental as
that conducted around Anaconda. The remains

of tailings  deposits  along  Silver  Bow  Creek
have been removed and hauled to the Oppor-
tunity Ponds near Anaconda. Vast areas of the
Butte  hill  that  were  once  ground  devoid  of
vegetation  now  sport  a  thin  layer  of topsoil
and   drought-resistant   grasses.   Mine   dumps
that  punctuated  the  Butte  hill  have  been  re-
moved. An early engineering study for ARCO
recommended that  the  head frames  should be
removed  as  well,  but  the   community  con-
vinced the company otherwise.

Butte and Anaconda retain rich collections  of
their  architectural  heritageulomestic,   com-
mercial, religious,  and institutional-and that
architectural heritage  is  intermingled with  an
industrial  landscape  in which the  earth's  sun-
face has been manipulated by human beings in
a monumental way. Appreciators of the archi-
tectural  heritage  of Butte  and  Anaconda  can
never-quite  literally-lose  sight  of that  in-
dustrial landscape.
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BUTTE, THE GIBRALTAR OF AMERICAN LABOR:
AN OVERVIEW OF-BUTTE LABOR HISTORY,
1878 -2008

Brian Shovers
Montana Historical Society Library
bshoversent.gov

In August  of  1885,  the  Wee/ Sfeore,  a Pacific
coast  promotional  magazine,  touted  Butte  as
the "largest, busiest,  and richest mining camp
in the world today."  Statistics  for world min-
eral production in  1887  verified these  claims:
Butte  copper  production  topped  Michigan's
mines, making the Butte mines the largest pro-
ducers  of copper in the world.  Between  1880
and  1973  the  Butte  mines  produced  over  30
million pounds of metals, predominantly cop-
per (20 million pounds), silver, zinc, and man-
ganese.  The  promise  of mineral  wealth  and
high  wages  attracted  thousands  of Irish  and
Cornish immigrants, as well as hardrock min-
ing  veterans  of camps  in  Michigan  and  Ne-
vada.I

Unlike the mining  camps  in Idaho,  Colorado,
and Arizona, relations between the miners and
mine  owners  remained  relatively  tranquil  in
Butte during the  19th century, due in large part
to the local influence of mine owners, Marcus
Daly   and   William   Andrews   Clark.   Butte's

Mccleman,  Henry,  "Sixty  Million  Years  of History:
The Formation of Butte Copper," 7lfoe fpecz7/cz/or (Vol.
1,  No.  2,  Summer  1984,  Butte  Historical  Society),  p.
16-17.

first strike occurred in June  1878 when miners
walked  off the job  after the  Walker Bros.  at
the Alice Mine and A.J.  Davis  at the Lexing-
ton Mine cut wages for unskilled underground
miners from $3.50 to $3.00 a day. The success
of these organized miners resulted in 300 men
joining the Butte Workingmen's Union within
two weeks. By  1885  Butte miners formed the
largest group of organized miners in the West
with   1,800   members.   One   year  later  Butte
miners  and  other  workers  created  the  Silver
Bow Trades and Labor Assembly to represent
their interests.2

During  these  early  years  of  silver  and  then
copper  mining,  labor  actions  in  Butte  were
rare, due in part to a level of trust engendered
by  Marcus  Daly,   F.   Augustus  Heinze,   and
William  Clark with their workers,  and  to  the
high  wages  paid  Butte  miners.  Marcus  Daly
and   his   business   partner   in   the   Anaconda
mine, George Hearst, both veteran miners who
worked their way up through the ranks, tended
to  empathize  with  the  labor  force.  That tram-

2 M:alone, NIidrfrd, The  Battle for  Butte:  Mining  and

Politics  on the Northern  Frontier,1864-1906, UriIver-
sity of washington Press, Seattle,1981, p. 76.
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quility ended abruptly with the death of Mar-
cus  Daly  and  the  sale  of  his  properties  to

fs:a;]n8:¥9a;:3d copper and Standard Oil inter.

By the  1890s the success of Butte's organized
miners attracted the attention of hardrock min-
ers throughout the West, and they gathered in
Butte  in  May  of  1893  to  create  the  Western
Federation of Miners, one of the nation's most
radical  unions.  During  its  infancy  labor rela-
tions  in  Butte  remained  tranquil,  while  viol
lence   and   strife   erupted   in   Idaho's   Coeur
d'Alene  mines  and  in  Colorado.  Several  fac-
tors maintained the peace in Butte: high wages
and the predominance of Irish in Butte union
Loefafi?ceer.S4h£P>mfneownership,andlocalpo|itica|

By  1900 Butte led the nation in per capita in-
come,  averaging  $1,000  a  year  compared  to
railroad workers at $400, and surpassing steel-
workers  in Pittsburgh and industrial trades  in
the  Midwest.   Butte  miners  made  $3.50  per
day  for  an  eight-hour  shift,  while   contract
miners could also earn bonuses determined by
the amount of rock moved in a shift, twice the
industrial wage anywhere in America.  Served
by    four    transcontinental    railroads,    Butte
quickly became a mecca for immigrants, espe-
cially those from Ireland. By the beginning of
the  20th  century  Butte  constituted  the  most
Irish  city  in  America  per  capita,  and  during
this time 80 percent of the union officers were
Irish.  Anaconda  closed  its  mines  for  Miners'
Union  Day  (June  13th),  and  three  Irish  holi-
days:  Robert  Emmet's  birthday,  Irish  Socie-
ties'  Picnic  Day,  and  St.  Patrick's  Day.  The
first      four     presidents      of     Anaconda
(Amalgamated) were of Irish descent:  Marcus

3 Ma|one, p. 77-78.

4 Hyde, C;haries, Copper for America:  The U.S. Copper

Industry from  Colonial Times  to  the  l990s  (HITivers;rty
of Arizona  Press,  Tucson,1998),  p.105-106;  Malone,

p.  78.

Daly,  William  Scallon,  John  D.   Ryan,  and
Comelius   F.   Kelly.   The   company   awarded
those who  supported the  company with gifts,
good jobs underground,  and political appoint-
ments.  During  the  1890s  the  Irish  dominated
the Butte Miners'  Union,  and represented the
status quo when compared to the Finnish min-
ers,   who   challenged   management   at   every
tun.5

By the turn-of-the-century Butte had achieved
national  recognition  as  the  "Gibraltar  of Un-
ionism."   Practically   all   working   people   in
Butte claimed a union card, from musicians to
stage hands to brewers to caapenters to news-
boys  to  waitresses.  In  fact,  in   1890  Butte's
working   women   organized   cooks,    maids,
seamstresses,  and  cashiers  into  the  Women's
Protective  Union.  No  other town  in  America
could claim a more organized and better paid
labor   force.   What   prompted   Butte's   over-
whelming allegiance to unions?   Certainly the
boom and bust nature of the mining economy
was  a  factor,  but  perhaps  more  importantly
was   the   danger   of  the   work.   Silver   Bow
County mortuary records  for  1906-07  illumi-
nate the dangers inherent in living and work-
ing in a mining town:   Butte's death rate from
respiratory disease was twice the national av-
erage,   making   Butte   more   dangerous   than
New York City, Gary, Indiana, or Bethlehem,
Pennsylvania. A  1912 investigation by the Sil-
ver Bow Co. Health Board revealed appalling
conditions in the Butte underground and in the
neighborhoods adjacent to the mines. Between
1910  and   1913,   162  men  died  in  Anaconda
Co.   mines,   another  5,200   suffered  injuries,
making  Butte  mining  more  dangerous  than
military combat, and mor`e dangerous than any
other  mining  district  in  the  world  including
South Africa.  The  daily Butte newspapers re-

S a:I:nr::roes, Dav.\d, The Butte Irish:  Class  and Ethnicity

in  an American  Mining Town,  1875-1925, CThiversrty
of  Illinois  Press,  Urbana,   1989),  p.   23-24;  Hyde,  p.
107-108.

VEF2NACULAFt AF3CHITE:CTURE FOFiuM  30TH ANNUAL MEETING,  BUTTE,  MONTANA 2009



flected the  camage, with graphic  descriptions
of hoisting  accidents,  underground  fires,  and
falls  of rock,  but  the  more  pernicious  killers
silicosis   and   tuberculosis   remained   hidden
from the headlines. In 1906 almost three times
the number of men that died in mine accidents
died of respiratory  disease.  In neighborhoods
dominated by miners, such as the Irish Catho-
lic  parish  of  St.  Lawrence  O'Toole,  house-
holds headed by widows constituted one third
of  the   parish  households.   Although  under-
ground mining has  always been dangerous,  it
became deadlier in Butte as the volume of ore
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Certainly  by  the  second  decade  of  the  20th
century   Butte   represented   the   most   urban
place  in Montana, the  largest population cen-
ter  between   Spokane   and  Minneapolis   and
Salt Lake City to the south. By 1916 the popu-
lation reached about 90,000; the city touted its
Sutton's Broadway Theater,  the  largest in the
state, a seven-story bank designed by Minnea-
polis architect, Cass Gilbert, and a commercial
district featuring hundreds of brick stores and
shops.  Novelist  Gertrude  Atherton  described
Butte   accordingly:    "Her   streets,   her   flne
shops,  her  hotels,  her  great  office  buildings,
are  always  swarming  and animated. . .She has
the jubilant  expression  of one  who  coins  the
very  air,  the  thin,  sparkling,  nervous  air,  into
shining  dollars..."  A  very  different  view  of
the city was provided by a radical trade union-
ist,   J.A.   Stromquist,   who   visited   Butte   in
1908:  "just  about  as  dirty  and  disagreeable  a
place  as  the  average  one-horse mining  camp.
There  are  some  buildings  of  skyscraper  di-
mensions, but the average wage slave's home
is   a  miserable,   dingy,   dirty  board   shack...
Excepting a half dozen streets in the business
center,  there  are  no   sewers   anyswhere  and

6 C;divert, ]e:Fry, The Gibraltar:  Socialism and Labor in

Baf//e,  A4lo#fc}#cz,  /8PJ-/920,  (Montana Historical  Soci-
ety Press, Helena,1988), p. 4; Emmons, p. 71-74.
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everyone throws their slops, garbage, or waste
of any kind out of the front of,  or behind the
houses."  That  view  of miners'  living  condi-
tions was echoed in the  1912 report of the Sil-
ver  Bow  County  Board  of  Health.   As   the
Butte   mines   extended   their   shafts   and  the
world  demand  for  copper  increased,  working
conditions  deteriorated  and  a  battle  for  the
heart of the Butte Miners' Union emerged.7

Between 1900 and 1906 a battle waged among
the  Butte  "Copper  Kings"  for  control  of the
district's   rich   mineral   wealth.   Prior   to   his
death Marcus Daly sold his Anaconda proper-
ties to Henry Rogers of Standard Oil who cre-
ated  Amalgamated  Copper  Co.  Daly's  busi-
ness   and   political   rival   William   Andrews
Clark waged war against Amalgamated in the
press and on the ground. A third mine owner,
F.  Augustus  Heinze,  battled Amalgamated  in
the local courts using the apex law (see p.  34)
to  challenge  claims  technically  belonging  to
Amalgamated. In November of 1903 Amalga-
mated called Heinze's bluff and shut down all
mining  and  logging  operations  in  Montana,
throwing  ten  of thousands  out  of work  with
winter approaching.  Heinze responded by ap-
pearing before an angry crowd of over  10,000
miners  in  front  of  the   Silver  Bow  County
courthouse to plead his case to portray Amal-
gamated as the bully: "If they crush me today,
they  will  crush you  tomorrow.  They will  cut
your wages and raise the tariff in the company
stores on every bite you eat and rag you wear.
They will  force  you to  dwell  in  Standard  Oil
houses while you live, and they will bury you
in    Standard   Oil   coffins   when   you   die."
Heinze  won  over  the  miners,  but  Amalga-
mated  dismissed  Heinze's  offer  for  a  settle-
ment and went directly to  Governor Toole to
call a special  session of the Montana Legisla-
ture to hear a Fair Trials bill, allowing for re-
moval  of biased judges.  The  Legislature  ac-
ceded to Amalgamated's  demands,  drawing  a

7 Ca|vert, p. 4-5; Emmons, p. 72.
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scathing   critique   of  the   Montana   political
process  from  observers  across  the  nation,  1a-
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Heinze  continued the battle with  dynamite  in
the Butte underground using the Apex law to
remove tons of ore from Amalgamated mines
into  his  adjacent  claims.  At  the  same  time
Heinze's  political  fortunes  waned,   angering
both the Democrats  and Republicans,  leading
to  a  defeat  of all  his  allies  in the  election  of
1904,  including  his  local judges  Clancy  and
Hamey.  Finally  in  1906  Heinze  sold  out  his
major Butte mines  to  Amalgamated  for a re-
ported   $12   million.   By   1910   Amalgamated
had consolidated most of the  significant min-
ing  properties  on  the  Butte  hill,  purchasing
William A.  Clark's mines,  as well as those of
the  Boston  &  Montana  Co.  and the  Butte  &
Boston holdings.  Under the  direction  of John
D.  Ryan,  Amalgamated  and  later  the  Ana-
conda Copper Mining Co., became a vertically
integrated  corporation,  controlling  the  miner-
als, energy in the fomi of coal and ties to elec-
trical energy, timber,  and mineral fabrication.
Consolidation   meant   greater   efficiencies   in
mining,  hoisting,  and mineral processing,  but
it  also  challenged the  balance  of power once
held by organized labor.9

In   1905   leaders   of  the   Western  Federation
gathered  in  Chicago  to  fomi  the  Industrial
Workers of the World (IWW), aimed at gath-
ering  all  industrial workers  into  "one big un-
ion."  By   1906-07  rising  inflation  led  to  de-
mands  from  the  Butte  Miners'  Union  for  a
S.50/day  raise,  which  Ryan  countered with  a
S.25/day  offer,  accepted by the  more  conser-

8 Ma|one, p.168-179.

Malone,   p.   204-207;   Shovers,   Brian,   Mark  Fiege,
Dale Martin,  and Fred Quivik,  Butte & Anaconda Re-
visited:  An  Overview  of Early-day  Mining and  Smelt-
ing  in  Montana,  (Montana  Bureau  of Mines  &  Geol-
ogy, Butte,1991) p.  9-10.

vative union leadership and denounced by the
rank and file. Divisions within the union came
to a head in  1912 when progressives elected a
member of the  Socialist Party as president of
the  union  and  Anaconda  fired  500  Socialist
members,   mostly   Finnish   immigrants.   The
progressives  called for a strike to protest this
action,  but the  conservative  faction prevailed
opposing  a  strike  by  a  four  to  one  margin.
Mine  operators  further  enraged  union  mem-
bers late in 1912 by invoking a "rustling card"
system of hiring, permitting the blacklisting of
Socialists   and   IlvIV   members.   This   event
marked the  beginning  of a  fissure within  or-
ganized labor in Butte that would grow into a
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Politics  in Butte during the period  1911-1914

precipitated  further  tensions  in  organized  la-
bor.   In   April   1911   municipal   elections   in
Butte  ushered  in  a  Socialist  government,  led
by Mayor Lewis Duncan, a Unitarian minister,
and  a  majority  of  seats   on  the  Butte  City
Council. A rift between the  Socialists and the
Wobblies  (IWW) grew under the Duncan ad-
ministration and nationally; a factionalism that
neither entity could afford when pitted against

Fig.  1.  The  Butte  Miners'  Union  Hall  on  North  Main
Street,  destroyed  during  an  internal  conflict within the
union in June  1914.  Courtesy Montana Historical Soci-
ety photo archives.

10 Malone, p. 208-09; Hyde, p.108.
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the Anaconda Copper Mining Co. with its le-
gions of legal expertise and its virtual control
of  Montana's  daily  newspapers.  Ultimately,
both  the  Butte  Socialists  and  the  Butte  Min-
ers' Union succumbed. I I

Factionalism came to a head in the summer of
1914  when  disgruntled  union  members  dis-
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formed  a  rival  union  called  the  Butte  Mine
Workers  Union  and  the  next  day  they  de-
stroyed the Miners' Union hall. In late August
someone dynamited the pay office at the Par-
rot Mine, prompting Governor Stewart to  de-
clare  martial  law  and  send  National  Guard
troops into Butte, which in turn led to the im-
peachment  of  Mayor  Duncan  for  failing  to
protect private property.  Anaconda,  recogniz-
ing the vulnerability of the divided union, de-
clared an open shop, dealing a mortal blow to
organized labor in Butte.12

Between   1915  and   1917  the  war  in  Europe
created  an  extraordinary  demand  for  copper
and mining  flourished  in  Butte.  The  price  of
copper rose  from S.13  per pound in late  1915
to  almost  S.30  per  pound  in  early  1917  and
wages  for  the  underground  miner  rose  from
$3.50  per  day  to  $4.75  per  day,  but  at  the
same time the cost of living had gone up sub-
stantially.13

By  1917,  14,000 men labored in the extensive
world  of tunnels,  stopes,  and  shafts  beneath
the  streets  of Butte,  extracting  over  300  mil-
lion pounds of copper annually. Below ground
an elaborate world of work, with its  own pe-
culiar  language,  culture,  and  mores  emerged.
Technologies   advanced   since   Daly's   early
days  in  Butte  allowed  the  shafts  to  extend  a

I 1  Calvert, p. 40-41, 50-56.

]2 Hyde, p.108-09;  Calvert, p.  87-88.

" Calvert, p.103.
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Fig.  2.  The  Caxpenters'  Union Hall,  156  West Granite
Street,  constructed  in  1906  directly  across    from  the
Silver   Bow    County    Courthouse.    Photo   by   Brian
Shovers.

mile  beneath  the  surface,  leading  to  a  hotter
and  dustier  work  environment.   Experienced
Irish  and Cornish miners who  moved up  into
management were  replaced by novice  miners
from southern Europe, and this coupled with a
frenzied demand "to get out the rock," led to a
more   dangerous   work   environment.   All   of
these factors conspired on June 8,1917, when
a  carbide  lamp   ignited  some  oily  electrical
cable  in  the  Granite  Mountain  shaft  of the
Speculator  Mine,  trapping  and  asphyxiating
168  men.  To  this  day  it  still  constitutes  the
deadliest hardrock mine  disaster in American
history.   Ironically,   the  North  Butte  Mining
Co.  was  installing  a  sprinkler  system  in  the
shaft  of the  Granite  Mountain  when  the  fire
erupted.14

]4 Shovers,  Brian,  "The  Richest  Hill  on  Earth:  Treas-

ures  Beneath  Butte,"  unpublished  Powerpoint,  2007;
Punke, p.  1-2.
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The reaction of the miners to this catastrophe
was spontaneous; within days of the fire thou-
sands  of miners walked off the job,  demand-
ing  a pay increase to  $6/day,  enforcement of
safety regulations, and recognition of the new
Metal  Mine  Workers  Union.  The  company's
response was consistent with a new corporate
ethos which associated union  strikes with  se-
dition and anti-patriotism surrounding the war
effort.  The  rhetoric  escalated with the  arrival
of IWW  organizer  Frank  Little  on  July  20th
when    he    declared    the    IWW    philosophy
through a newsletter:  "An injury to one is an
injury to all!   Force the bosses off your backs,
put them to  work  down  in the  hole with the
producers;  hand  them  their  muck  sticks  and
make  them  earn  a  living  for  a  change."  The
477czco77c7o  S/cz72c7cznd  published  the   Company
retort  in  an  editorial:  "The  IWW has  arrayed
itself in open rebellion to our country and gov-
ernment. . .The leaders, by their acts and utter-
ances, have placed themselves outside consid-
eration  as  American  citizens. . .As  enemies  of
this  country they should be given the  consid-
eration  and  treatment  to  which  enemies  are
entitled and no more."]5

In  the  early  moming  of August  lst  six  men
drove up to Frank Little's boarding house, de-
manded  his  room  number,  and  dragged  him
down the stairs to a waiting automobile. Then
they  dragged  him  behind  the  car  for  several
miles  to  the  Milwaukee  Road  trestle  on  the
Flats  where  they  hanged  him.   The  placard
around   his   neck   read   3-7-77,   the   familiar
waming left by the vigilantes of Virginia City
in the  1860s. No one was ever prosecuted for
the  murder  of Frank  Little,  even  though  the
IWW  suspected  thugs  in  the  employ  of the
Anaconda    Co.    Sixty-eight    hundred    men,
women,  and  children  followed  Little's  coffin

]5 Calvert,  p.  108;  Michael  Punke,  Fire  and Brimstone:

The  North  Butte  Mining  Disaster  of  1917,  Hyperion,
NY., 2006, p.174.

to the Mountain View Cemetery, and the gen-
eral strike continued. I 6

Labor  unrest  persisted  in  Butte  for  the  next
three  years,  culminating  on  April  21,   1920,
with  the  gunning  down  of striking  picketers
by   Company   gunmen   along  the   Anaconda
Road.    Throughout    1918-19   the   IWW   re-
mained  active  in  Butte,  even  in  the  face  of
convictions  of national  IWW  organizers  for
violation of the Espionage Act. Periodic labor
stoppages continued for the next year in Butte,
precipitated by a weakening demand for cop-
per  with  the  end  of World  War  I.  Layoffs,
shrinking wages, and continued attacks by the
Company and federal government on workers'
rights   to   organize   followed.   By   February
1919,  8,000  Butte  miners  hit  the  picket  line

protesting  wage  cuts  and  violence  associated
with  the  presence  of federal  troops  in  Butte.
Another  strike,  called  on  April  16,  1920,led
to mass picketing on the Anaconda road lead-
ing to the major mines on the Butte hill.   Im-
patient about the arrival of federal troops, Roy
Alley, secretary to John D. Ryan of Anaconda,

Fig.  3. Home of the Mine, Mill, and Smeltermen's Un-
ion after  1934; originally designed by Link & Haire as
the Silver Bow Club in  1906 to house a social club for
Butte's    upper    class    gentlemen.    Photo    by    Brian
Shovers.125 West Granite Street (see also p.126).

]6 Ca|vert, p.108-09.
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hired company gunmen to break up the picket-
ing  and reopen the  mines.  The  conflict  came
to  a head on April  21St with the wounding of
sixteen  picketers  and  the  death  of one  Tom

gna#L;ny8]:{httiee[h#So:f]cC]:#yp::y[e3uonfTtehn;
strike,   its  power  broken   in  Butte,   and  the
Company   effectively   blacklisted   all   IWW
members   using  the   "rustling   card"   system.
Labor conflicts during the War effectively de-
stroyed the miners' union in Butte until work-
ers  regained  the  closed  shop  through  a  suc-
cessful  strike  in  1934  and the  creation  of the
Intemational    Union    of   Mine,    Mill,    and
Smelter Workers (Mine-Mill Union). "

The rebuilding  of the  miners'  union in Butte
can  be  linked  directly  to  the  National  Labor
Relations  Act passed  during  Franklin  Roose-
velt's  first  temi  in   1933.  In  July  of  1933   a
rally  at  the  Fox  Theater  in  Butte  recruited
4,500 new members to the moribund Interna-
tional   Union   of  Mine,   Mill,   and   Smelter
Workers.  In May  1934 negotiations broke off
between  the  Anaconda  Company  and  Mine-
Mill Union members,  causing the walkout of
over  6,500  miners  and  craft  union  members.
Four months later the Mine-Mill Union had a
new contract;  recognizing the union,  granting
a  wage  increase,  and  a  40  hour  work  week.

::irn:£eth:[rc?:1:£s:: sfhnop?,98nty  years  Butte  re-

Three years  later the Mine-Mill Union joined
nine  other  national  unions  to  fomi  the  Con-
gress of Industrial Organizations (CIO). After
World War 11  a  decline  in the  importance  of
underground mining,  coupled with the  expul-
sion of the Mine-Mill Union from the CIO. for
undue  Communist influence  over union  lead-
ers,  further  crippled  the  Butte  union.  For the

17

18

Calvert, p.115-123.

Malone,   Michael,   &   Richard   Roeder,   A4lo#/cz72cz..  4
fJz.szory o/ 7'wo  Ce77/"rz.es,  (Seattle,  Univ.  of Washing-
ton Press,1976), p. 251.
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next twenty years a turf war divided union af-
filiation between the Mine Mill Union and the
United   States   Steelworkers   Union,   until   a
1967 merger between Mine Mill and the U.S.
Steelworkers.  The  miners'  union  bargaining
position  diminished  in  the  late  1940s  with  a
decline in membership, and a series of devas-
tating strikes occurring every few years begin-
ning in  1946.  Strikes occurred in  1954,  1959-

i6a°s'teadnfaotfeeti::8s::t::ri#±:Pgu6tt7e_'6S8.q;Story

A major change in mining technology that oc-
curred  with  the  birth  of the  Berkeley  Pit  in
1955  forever  altered  labor-management  rela-
tions  in Butte.  Anaconda's reliance on under-
ground mining technology and the emergence
of open-pit  copper mining  in Arizona,  Utah,
and  Nevada  since   1910,  eroded  Anaconda's
early dominance of world copper markets and
finally union labor in Butte.  Anaconda's pur-
chase and development of large open-pit cop-
per reserves in Chile at Chuquicamata in  1923
signaled  this  shift  in  mining  technique,  and
Chile's  dominance  in the  Anaconda portfolio
from this time  forward.  Cheap  labor in  Chile
and vast reserves  there  allowed  the  company
to  play  its  Chilean  workforce  against  miners
in Butte. As the Berkeley Pit expanded, so did
Anaconda's local hegemony over the physical
landscape of Butte. In the 1960s the Anaconda
Company evicted hundreds  of residents  from
the   adjacent   neighborhoods   of  Meaderville
and MCQueen to  expand the pit,  made possi-
ble   by   the   fact  that  residents   owned  their
houses but not the land beneath them. In  1976
the Anaconda Company, pressured by nation-
alization  of  all  its  Chilean  copper  mines  in
1973, petitioned the local government to take
all  of uptown  Butte  adjacent to  the  Berkeley
Pit to expand operations and relocate the town
to the flats adjacent to Interstate 90. By a one-
vote  margin  the  Butte  City  Council  rejected
the plan at the last hour, forcing the Anaconda

19 Ma|one & Roeder, p. 252.

VEF3NACULAF3 AF3CHITECTUF3E  FOF3UM  30TH ANNUAL MEETING,  BUTTE,  MONTANA 2009



32       SHOVERS:  LABOR  HISTOF2Y

Company  to   sell   to   Atlantic   Rich field   Co.
(ARCO)  the  following  year  to  avoid  bank-
ruptcy.20

With the  arrival  of ARCO  in  1977  organized
labor anticipated a grim future.  In the Ameri-
can  copper  industry  at  large  over half of all
jobs were lost to foreign competition between
1981  and  1984.  In  1980  ARCO  closed  all  of
its  smelting  and  refining  operations  in  Mom-
tana  (Anaconda  and  Great  Falls),  and  three
years  later,  on  July  1,   1983,  the  curtain  de-
scended   on   all   ARCO   mine   operations   in
Montana. After over a century of major indus-
trial  e`mployment  the  "richest  hill  on  earth"
fell silent. The Berkeley Pit, once touted as the
largest  truck-operated pit  mine  in  the  nation,
began filling with acid and mineral-rich water.
However,  three  years  later  Dennis  Washing-
ton,  a  Missoula  highway  contractor  with  no
mining experience, purchased all the assets of
the Anaconda Company, and resumed mining
the Continental Pit east of the Berkeley with a
workforce   of  300   non-union   workers.   The
new  company,  Montana  Resources,  Inc.,  re-
ceived significant concessions from Butte and
the  state for purchasing the company such as
tax benefits, as well as energy discounts from
Montana  Power  Co.  Between  1981  and  1987
the Butte economy would actually lose a total
of 4,500  jobs,  many  linked  directly  or  indi-
rectly  to  mining.  For  the  first  time  in  over  a
century,  non-union  miners  extracted the  cop-
per-molybdenum   ore   with   massive   shovels
and   hauled   the   low-grade   ore   in   200-ton
trucks to the Weed Concentrator directly south
Of the Berkeley pit.21
20

Hyde,  p.   171-173;  Janet  Finn,  "Intimate  Strangers:
The Interlocking Histories of Butte, Montana and Chu-
quicamata,  Chile,"  A4o73fcz77cr,  7lfoc  j\4czgrzz.#e  o/ Wesfe7~#
f7z.s!ory  (Helena,  MHS  Press,  Autumn  1998),  Vol.  48,
No.   3,  p.   24-27,   34;   Brian   Shovers,   "Remaking  the
Wide-Open  Town:  Butte  At the  End  of the  Twentieth
C;errfury,"  Montana,  the  Magazine  Of Western  History
(Helena, MHS Press, Autumn  1998), Vol. 48, No.  3, p.
43-47.
21 Butte    &    Anaconda    Revisited,   p.    61.,    Skrovers,
"Remaking the Wide Open Town, p. 48.

How the mighty have fallen:   in  1917,  14,000
union miners toiled in the thousands  of miles
of underground tunnels and drifts beneath the
Butte hill,  and the Anaconda Copper Mining
Co. led the nation and the world in mining and
processing   copper.   For   decades   following,
Butte  miners  enjoyed a  good  living,  support-
ing a middle-class  lifestyle and expanded op-
portunities  for  their  children.  ARCO  will  in-
vest  as  much  as  $1  billion  on  environmental
restoration  in  the  Upper  Clark  Fork  River
drainage (Butte to Missoula) before their obli-
gation is complete under Superfund.  Like the
former industrial meccas of Pittsburgh, Scran-
ton, Cleveland, and Detroit, Butte is busy try-
ing  to  remake  itself for  a  21St  century  econ-
omy,  but  organized  labor  is  not  a  significant
Part of the equation.22

In  2008,  eleven  Butte  labor  unions  claim  a
membership of approximately 3,000. None of
the Butte copper miners  are represented by a
union; the largest union in Butte is the Intema-
tional Brotherhood of Electrical  Workers  Lo-
cal   #44   (983   members),   followed   by   the
Teamsters' Local #2 (665 members). The craft
unions   like  the  carpenters,   cement  masons,
plumbers  and  pipefitters,  painters,  and  rna-
chinists  constitute  a  much  smaller  group,  es-
pecially  when  measured  against union  mem-
bership during the first decade of the 20th cen-
tury  when  almost  all  Butte  working  people,
men  and  women,  wore  union  pins.  The  de-
cline  in  Butte  union  membership  follows  the
national  pattern,  but  in  Butte  population  and
per capita income have declined sharply in the
last three decades  as well.  In  1969 Butte  sup-

ported a population of 56,978; today that num-
ber has fallen to 31,967. Montana's per capita
income  ranked  12th  in the  nation  in  1950;  by
2004  Montana ranked 40th  in the nation.  The
state's relative affluence at mid-century had a
lot to do with jobs in Butte's mining industry
and  unionized  railroad  workers  and  lumber

22 shovers, p. 48-49.
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mill workers throughout western Montana.  In
1975  th.e  mining  industry  in  Butte  accounted
for  23  percent  of the  county's  employment,
but by  1987  that percentage had  slipped to  4
percent.23

Today  environmental  cleanup  competes  with
mining  as  Silver Bow  County's  major indus-
try.  In the last 20 years ARCO has spent over
$263  million  in  Silver  Bow  County  to  com-
pensate  for  over  a  century  of soil  and  water
contamination  related  to   copper  mining   in
Butte.  This  effort has  included  over $90  mil-
lion   for  restoration   activities,   including   re-
building  Silver  Bow  Creek  and  Butte's  de-
crepit  municipal  water  system.  Although  ar-
riving at the number of employees hired to do
this reclamation work proves  elusive,  the  Sil-
ver  Bow  County  planner,  Jon  Sesso,  asserts
that  environmental  cleanup  remains  a  major
facet of the Butte economy and has mitigated
job losses in mining and at Montana Power in
the  1990s.  Butte  service  workers,  local-state-
federal   employees,   and   those   working   in
health    care    have    replaced    manufacturing
workers,   mimicking   the   national   trend.   In
2007   the   Butte   mining   income   constituted
about  10 percent of the town's total economy,
while  income  from  govemlnent  jobs  (local,

23 Telephone  survey conducted by Brian  Shovers,  Dec.
15-17,  2008;  Myonlinemaps.com  (Montana);  Montana
Economic Study Research Report, Project No. Montana
P-31, Univ.  of Montana,  Bureau  of Business  and Eco-
nomic Research,1970, Table 3.4;  County Review Em-
ployment  and Wages,  Silver Bow  Co.,  Montana Dept.
of Labor & Industry, Oct.1988, p. 9-12.
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state,  federal)  and  Montana  Tech represented
over   26   percent,   and   trade,   services,   and
health  care  salaries  constituted  about  35  per-
cent. The Butte local government continues to
work at attracting new industry and businesses
to  replace  those  lost  in  mining  and  utilities
during the last thirty-three years; their success
remains uncertain at the beginning of the 21St
century.24

Fig.  4.  The  Socialist  Hall  constructed  in  the  1910s  to
accommodate   activities   of  the  Butte   Socialists  who
dominated  the  local  government  from   1911   to   1914
during   a  brief  partnership  with  Butte   labor  unions.
1957 Harrison Avenue. Photo by Brian Shovers.

24 Interview with Jon Sesso, Butte-Silver Bow Planning

Dept., December 23, 2008; Univ. of Montana-Missoula,
Bureau     of     Business     and     Economic     Research,
www.bber.umt.edu/econ/pdf/06silverbow.pdf;      U.S.
Bureau  of Labor  Statistics,  Quarterly  Census  of Em-
ployment  and  Wages,  Silver Bow  County,  MT.,  2007,
http://www.bea.gov/regional/reis/CA25Nfn.cfm.

VERNACULAF3 ARCHITE:CTUF3E  F.ORUM  30TH ANNUAL MEETING,  BUTTE,  MONTANA 2009



34      SHOVERS:  LABOF3  HISTORY

THE APEX LAW

The  mining  act  of  1872  granted  extralateral
rights to  owners  of lode claims.  Knowri as the
Apex  Law,  this  provision  gave  the  owners  of
the surface outcrop (the apex) of a vein the right
to  follow  and,mine  the  vein  wherever  it  led,
even  if its  subsurface  extension  continued be-
neath other mining claims.  In Butte this  led to
underground   warfare,   and   extensive  'above-
ground  lawsuits  that  hinged  on  decisions  re-
garding whichi vein was which. The rule was the
basis  for the  distinction between surface rights
and mineral  (subsurface) rights  in land owner-
ship.

-RIchard Gibson

Underground  drilling  in  Butte.  Photo  by  Russell  Lee,  Farm  Security  Administration,
September 1942. LC-USW3-008255-D
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"MAKING GOOD":

SOCIALIST GOVERNMENT IN BUTTE,  I 911 -1915

Dr. Jerry W. Calvert
Montana State University (retired), Bozeman, MT
jcalvert42@msn.com

``The  Socialist  Party  is  distinguished  from  all

other parties in this:  it always takes its stand on
the side of those who are compelled to work for
a  living,  and  it  labors  for  their  interest  -  eco-
nomic, political and social...Political victory by
the  Socialist  Party  means  working  class  suc-
cess, and a step toward eventual economic free-
dom, the abolition of class rule, and the inaugu-
ration of industrial democracy."

1 9 1 2 Platfomi of the
Socialist Party of Montana

I April   1911   an   extraordinary  political

|:¥eEtuttoec,cuMIToendta[nna.tE::£cn£[;gw¥::reopoon]]£;
industry was  mining,  in  a  city  dominated by
one   giant   employer,   the   Anaconda   Copper
Mining  Company,  the  most vocal  and public
enemies   of  that  corporation  and  all  that  it
stood for had just won the municipal election.
Led by Lewis Duncan, the Socialist Party had
won an  easy victory  over its  Democratic  and
Republican  opponents.   Duncan  was   elected
mayor  and the  Socialists  elected  a  city  treas-

T`aprinted from The Speculator: A Journal Of Butte and
Southwest   Montana  History,  vof.  2,  rro.  2,  s,urri:rmel
1985. Used with permission of the  author. Notes are at
end of text.  Sidebars  in this  essay are by Richard Gib-
Son.

urer,   municipal   judge   and   five   aldermen.
During the next four years the  Socialists held
the reins of municipal authority in the face of
determined counterattacks by "The Company"
and its economic and political allies.   The pur-
pose  of this  essay  is  to  briefly  examine  the
experience  of Socialist  government  in  Butte,
its  successes  and  ultimate  failure,  and  in  so
doing,  recreate  a  chapter  in this  community's
colorful history that is all but forgotten today. I

Since  the  founding  of a  local  branch  of the
party  in  Butte  in   1899,2  local  Socialists  had
labored mightily to produce a political winner,
running  candidates  in  every  municipal  elec-
tion  since   1903.  Until   1911,  however,  these
efforts  had  produced  meager  results.  During
that   period,   only   two   Socialists   had   been
elected  to  the  city  council.  In  1910,  the  for-
tunes  of the  Socialist Party nationally and lo-
cally  took  a  dramatic  turn  for  the  better.  In
that year Socialists were elected to office in 57
communities  in  24  states.  Most  notably,  So-
cialists captured control of the city of Milwau-
kee,  Wisconsin,  and  in the  fall,  the  leader  of
the Socialists there, Victor Berger, was elected
to  the  U.S.   House  of  Representatives.3  The
Milwaukee  triumph  energized  Socialists  eve-
rywhere and marked the beginning of the brief
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glory years for the party in American politics.
By the end of 1912 the Socialist Party claimed
118,000 members nationwide.  Approximately
1,200 Socialists held elective public office and
the   Socialist  press   claimed   more   than   300
daily,  weekly  and  monthly  English  and  for-
eign language publications.  Of these the most
well  known was  the  weekly,  Appeal to  Rea-
son, published in Girard, Kansas. The Appeal,
with a weekly circulation of three-quarters of

:f:::1i;n;ewi:s,::ewoofr#ea:a:E:s:i:eeY4ST,aphear:
thousands of subscribers in Montana.

Consequently,  the  Socialist  victory  in  Butte
was  not  an  isolated  event,  but  part  of a  na-
tional trend that was  fueled in part by public
disgust with the corruption and inefficiency of
government, and a public longing for "reform"
in  the  nation's  political  institutions.  The  So-
cialists, who had long championed honest, ef-
ficient,   and   humane   government,   were   by
1910  the  beneficiaries  of the  public's  resent-
ment and its yeaming for something better. 5

But the  success of the  Socialists  in Butte and
elsewhere  was  also  caused  by  a  widespread
public  antipathy,  especially  among  large  sec-
tions of the working class, toward the emerg-
ing    corporate    capitalist   order.    In    an    era
marked  by  extreme  examples  of the  opulent
wealth  for  the  few  and  grinding  poverty  for
the  many,  the  Socialist program  found many
willing listeners and supporters. This program,
articulated by Socialists at every level-in na-
tional,  state,  and local campaigns-was  com-
posed  of two  distinct  and  interrelated  parts.
The first was the elaboration of the party's ul-
timate  revolutionary  goal,  the  realization  of
what  they  called  the  "cooperative  common-
wealth." The second was a list of the reforms,
the  party's  "immediate  demands,"  which  its
candidates   were   pledged   to   work   for   if
elected.6

The  ultimate  goal  of  the  party  always  ap-
peared in the preamble of the party platform.
For example, the  1914 platfomi of the Social-
ist  Party  of Montana  declared:  "We  declare
that longer endurance of the economic oppres-
sions,  class privileges,  and political tyrannies
of this present system is not possible, and we
propose to  end them  all...We declare that the
only relief from these unendurable conditions
must  come  through  Socialism,  in  which  the
social  industries  will  be  carried  on  for  the
common  good  and  every worker will receive
the  full  social  value  of the  wealth  his  labor
creates."7  Following  the  preamble's  enuncia-
tion  of  the  party's  revolutionary  objectives,
came  the  "immediate  demands."  Thus  Mon-
tana's Socialists advocated such things as pub-
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1ic  works jobs  for the  unemployed,  strict  en-
forcement  of  the  state's  eight-hour  day  law
and the enactment of a workmen's compensa-
tion  statute.  The  Socialists  demanded  that  a
"progressive    tax"     be     levied    against    all
"capitalist property,"  creation of public hospi-

tals open to all regardless of ability to pay, and
the  general  expansion  of public  educational
opportunity   for  both   children   and  working
adults.   They  supported  progressive  political
reforms  like  the  initiative,  referendum,  and
recall  election,  and  called for the  granting  of
women's suffrage and the abolition of all laws
which denied women "economic and political
equality." 8

Socialists cautioned that the realization of the
cooperative commonwealth was a distant goal,
to  be  achieved  gradually  as  the  party  gained
greater and greater public support and political
power.   For   them   the   achievement   of  the
party's  immediate  demands,  through the  elec-
tion of Socialists to public office, was the key
to   executing   a  socialist   society.   When   So-
cialists were  elected,  the party reasoned,  they
would  "make good"  in public office, their re-
cord establishing the basis for further political
advance.  Having made  good,  the party  could
expect additional electoral support that would
lead to  Socialists' winning control of the gov-
ernment of states and eventually the Congress
and   the   presidency   of  the   United   States.9
Shortly after his election, mayor-elect Duncan
predicted in a speech in Great Falls that:

Once in the seat of political power...the
working  class  will  soon  work  out  its
methods,  both  economic  and political,
for reorganizing society on the basis of
an industrial democracy in which every
willing  worker  shall  be   assured,   not
only  of [the]  free  opportunity  to  work
at  what  he  feels  himself best  fitted  to
do, but also assured that he will receive
for his labor the full social value of his
product ....  For  with  the  abolition  of
wage  slavery  and  the  private  owner-
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ship  of the  necessities  of human  life,
which  alone  make  such  slavery  possi-
ble, man's complete economic freedom
will have been won,  and with it man's
complete  political  freedom  also.  Then
will come to pass the end for which the
struggle  of the  ages  has  been  carried
on. Entirely free from all masters, man
at  last  will  have  secured  an  environ-
ment in which to develop to the highest
power of his  individuality...That is  the

§ionc:aloi:tsw:relfnToedauy:P8etlc,Scientiflc

Thus by 1910, two general conditions-public
demands for municipal reform and anticoxpo-
rate  sentimentutxisted to  make the  Socialist
Party a national movement.  Alluding to  their
comrades in Wisconsin, Butte's Socialists said
it  was   time  to   "Milwaukeeize"   the  mining
city.]]   Several   immediate   factors   made   the
dream  possible.  The  local  party  had  a  dedi-
cated leader in Lewis Duncan, a core of com-
mitted activists  in the  local party branch,  and
strong ties to the local labor movement.  Most
importantly,    previous    city    administrations,
both     Democratic     and     Republican,     had

First  settled  in  18
in 1879 and
Jacobs  was
had fou
1879 ho

Henry Jacobs its first mayo
a  German  Jewish  immigrant  wh
r the  South  in the  Civil  War;

ill stands at the northwest comer of
Montana   Streets.   With   growin
ilver  Bow  County,  with  Butte  it

seat,  was  carved  from  Deer  Lodge  County  in
1881; Montana became a state eight years later.
Multiple  attempts  to  consolidate  the  city  aid
county  governments  were  successful  in  1977,
forming  the   city  and  county   pf  Butte-Silver
Bow.  At that time  the  City Hall  (24  E.  Broad-
way St.) was vacated and the county court house
(155  W.  Granite  St.)  became  the  government
center. Walkerville remained the only independ-
ent city within the county.
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achieved a record so bereft of accomplishment
that   even   their   traditional   supporters   were
alienated  and  disgusted.   Butte   city  govern-
ment had been inefficient, expensive, and cor-
rupt.]2   Meanwhile,   the   Socialists   promised
reforln and the enactment of laws for the bet-
terment of the working class who  constituted
the  vast  majority  of the  city's  registered  vot-
ers. On April 3,1911, Duncan and the Social-
ist  Party  won  a  smashing  victory  against  the
old parties.  In  addition to Duncan,  the  voters
chose Dan Shovlin, a miner,  as city treasurer,
and  Thomas  Booher,  also  a  miner,   as   city
judge.   Other   Socialists   elected   to   the   city
council  were:   Frank  Curran   (miner),   Hugh
MCManus     (shoemaker),     Andrew     Rissell

{:n£]Poenr)bu¥e¥s:g°ex#ner)9andHenryDavis

In the  wake  of this  stunning  and unexpected
victory  by  the  Socialists,  the  daily  press  al-
1eged and the  Socialists  readily  admitted that
perhaps one-quarter of their support had come
from disgruntled middle-class  Democrats  and
Republicans.]4  Also,  the  Socialists  benefited
from the  lackluster  campaigns  waged by  the
Democrats  and  Republicans,  and  finally,  be-
cause  the  Anaconda  Company  and  its  allies
remained on the sidelines, perhaps acting from
the  mistaken  belief that  the  Socialists  could
not possibly win.

But  the  victory  was  not  complete.  The  five
Socialist councilmen did not represent the ma-
jority  Duncan  would  need  to  govern  effec-
tively  and  enact  into  law  the  party's  refomi
platform. Duncan needed a working majority,
which he did not achieve until April  1914. As
a consequence, the Duncan administration was
dogged  from  the  very  beginning  by  an  en-
trenched and hostile city council majority that
routinely   voted   down   any   proposed   ordi-
nances  which  smacked  of Socialism  or  were
opposed by powerful economic interests. Even
so,  the  Socialist  government  at the  end  of its
second year could point to a record of substan-

tial  accomplishment in improving the  quality
of public  services.  Due  to  stringent  enforce-
ment of the city health codes, the incidence of
contagious    disease    declined    dramatically;
streetpaving  and  sidewalk  construction,  espe-
cially   in   working   class   neighborhoods,   in-
creased   substantially;   municipal   corruption
had ceased,  the unions were  implicitly prom-
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announced  its  approval  in  the  National  Mu-
nicipal Review:

Butte, like many other American cit-
ies,    suffered   from   misgovernment
and graft until the hope of betterment
under the old parties was lost and the
citizens  elected  the  Socialist  admini-
stration  under  Mayor  Duncan.   It  is
said  that  the  new  administration  has
made   the   city   clean   morally   and
physically.  For  the  first  time  in  the
history  of  the  city,   the   streets   and
alleys  are  clean  and  sanitary,  and  it
has been  shown  that the  infant mor-
tality  rate  due  to  unclean  conditions
has  almost  been  eliminated.   Streets
have  been  graded,  traffic  regulated,
adequate  police  protection  provided,
city  employees  compelled to be  effi-
cient,  and as  a result of good, honest
management    all    around,    the    city

;1:tse;:]o]:S:ifgo°ou: c°r:d?t:#Ptcy  t°  a

Not only were non-socialist reformers pleased
with the record of accomplishment,  Socialists
themselves pointed with pride to  the Duncan
administration.   Frank  Bohn,   writing   in  the
widely  read   Intemational   Socialist  Review,
observed:  "In  every  matter  which  comes  be-
fore  the  government of the  city  of Butte this
question is asked:  'Will it benefit the working
class?'  And party policy  is  outlined  and  pun-
sued with that alone in view." Bohn concluded
that     Butte's     Socialists     had     achieved     a
"maximum  of results"  under  the  "backward
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fomi of government now obtaining in Amer-
ica."17

In  the  spring  of  1913  Duncan  and  the  other
Socialist office-holders ran for reelection. The
Montana   Socialist   declared:   "Every   citizen
who  is  on  speaking  terms  with  the  truth  is
compelled  to  admit  that  the  Socialists  have
MADE  GOOD  in  every  particular  affecting
the  welfare  of the  municipality  and  its  peo-
ple."18   Hopeful   of  outpolling  the   Socialists,
the  Democrats  and Republicans joined forces
and  fielded  a  united  fusion  ticket  headed  by
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Republican Sam Barker for mayor. The Butte
Miner, a daily paper that was viciously hostile
toward the Duncan administration, advised its
readers:  "If Butte is to be redeemed this spring
from the menace of Socialism,  it will be nec-
essary for patriotic citizens  of the community
to drop their partisanship."19 With the old par-
ties united in one ticket, the election became a
clearcut referendum on Socialist governance.

When the votes were counted, Duncan, Shov-
1in, and Booher easily coasted to victory. Also
elected   were   six   Socialist   aldermen.20   The
Montana   Socialist  enthused  that  theirs  was
"the most significant victory that the Socialists

had yet won in the United States; the flrst So-
cialist administration to succeed itself; the first
that has been able to triumph against old party
fusion."2]  In  this,  the  party  paper  was  right.
One  year  earlier,  Milwaukee's  Socialists  had
been ousted by a fusion of the Democrats and
Republicans.  And  in  addition,  Butte's  Social-
ists had triumphed in the face of the open and
public  hostility  toward  the  Anaconda  Com-
pany  and  its  economic  and joumalistic  allies.
They had won, and had done so because they
were  energetic,  well-organized,  and  enjoyed
substantial  public  support,  especially  from  a
large  portion  of Butte's  working-class  voters.
In April 191 1 Duncan had written a friend that
the  Socialist victory was  going to produce  "a
clear class alignment in future political fights -
organized labor with the Socialists on the one
side   and  the  Amalgamated   [The  Anaconda
Company] with the old party machines on the
other.M22

To  some  degree  Duncan's  prediction  had  in-
deed  come  to  pass.  While  "organized  labor"
had remained for the most part officially neu-
tral  in  politics,  it  was  clear  that  many  union
members  belonged to  Local  Butte  of the  So-
cialist  Party  and  that  many  more   of  them
voted the Socialist ticket. The surviving mem-
bership   roll   for   the   Socialist   Local   Butte

VE:F3NACULAF3 ARCHITECTURE FOF3UM  30TH ANNUAL MEETING,  BUTTE,  MONTANA 2009



40       CALVEF3T:  SOCIALISM  IN  BUTTE

Branch   No.1   (English-speaking)   show   that
almost   three-quarters   of  the   approximately
500 members were manual workers.  Of these
the  largest  contingent  were  miners,  followed
by  skilled  craftsmen  and  laborers.  Similarly,
most  of the  candidates  fielded  by  the  party
Were from the working class. 23

The proletarian base  for the party is  also  ap-
parent in the distribution of electoral support it
received.  Among  the  city's  eight  wards  the
Socialists   won  majority   support   in   five   of
them.  In these  five  wards  an  average  of 82.7
percent  of the  registered  voters  were  manual
workers;   in  the   three  remaining  wards,   all
west of Main Street and never carried by any
Socialist  candidate,  the  percentage  of work-
ing-class registrants ranged from 52.9 percent
to  73.6  percent.24  To  be  sure  the  data  sug-

gested clearly that the Socialists did not enjoy
the   undivided   support   of  Butte's   workers.
Many  continued  to  cast  their  ballots  for  the
old  parties  and  this  was  the  source  of some
pain   for   the   Socialists,   who   in   1914,   be-
moaned the fact that:  "The greatest instrument
of the  mining  companies  is  the  sympathetic
vote of the working man."25  Even so, the  So-
cialists  could  claim  near majority  support  on
election  day.  In  1913  Duncan  received  3,867

votes,  54 percent of the ballots  cast.  The vast
bulk of this  support came from Butte's work-
ing-class voters in the northeast section of the
city  east  of Main  Street  and  in  "The  Flats"
south of uptoun Butte.

In  the  1913  municipal  election,  it  was  clear
that  enough  working-class  voters  were  suffi-
ciently  satisfied  with  the  quality  of Socialist
governance to return Duncan and the others to
office.  Unfortunately,  this  was  not  the  case
with a minority of militants within the party.
In the aftermath of the  1913  triumph over fu-
sion,  a nasty  faction  fight  erupted within  the
local  Socialist party between those who were
happy  with  the  modest  accomplishments  of
the   Duncan   administration   and   those   who
were not.  Many of those who were not satis-
fled were also members of another revolution-
any organization, the Industrial Workers of the
World   (the   I.WW.).   Wobblies,   as   I.WW.
members     were     often     called,     disdained
"political  action"  for  the  most  part;  they  be-

1ieved that electoral politics was clearly secon-
dary  to  ''direct  action"  by  the  workers  them-
selves.   Though  often  imprecise   as  to  what
they meant by "direct action," Wobblies none-
theless  counseled  that  capitalism  could  only
be overthrown by workers directly seizing the
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such insurrectionary fantasies ceased to toler-
ate   the   slow   and   gradual   pace   of  change
achieved  by  Socialist  government  in  Butte,
and they increasingly voiced their impatience
in meetings  of the party  local.  Tired  of what
Duncan characterized as the "wranglings" and
"heckling"  of the  dissidents,  Duncan  and  his

supporters  expelled  the  rebels  from  the  local
party  by  vote  in  June   1913.27  Subsequently,
the   Montana   Socialist   chastised   "impatient
comrades" in the following editorial about the
city's  successful  efforts  in  improving  public
health:  "If a  Socialist  city  administration  can
cut  down  your  doctor bills,  save  the  lives  of
your  children,  and  improve your health,  isn't
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that  INCREASING  YOUR  PAY?  Isn't  that
direct   action?   Isn't   that   getting   something
now?" 28

In  April  1914  the  Duncan  administration  fi-
nally  achieved  the   city  council  majority  it
needed  to  completely  implement  the  party's
campaign pledges. In this off-year election for
half of the  city  council  (eight  aldermen)  the
Socialists  elected  three  of their  candidates.29
The new council would be composed of nine
Socialists  and  seven  Democrats.  But  before
the city council could get down to business, a    `
violent  internal  revolt  against  the  allegedly
corrupt  and  ineffective  Butte  Miners'  Union    ,
seriously  weakened  labor  unionism  in  Butte
and contributed ultimately to the ouster of the
Socialists from public office.

Duncan's  actions  amidst  the  violence  in  the
streets of Butte were predictable. The Duncan
administration was a self-proclaimed workers'
government. As such it could not in good con-
science order its police to shoot and kill angry
miners   in   defense   of  physical   property.   It
could not,  as  long  as  no  violence  issued,  use
its forces to prevent a union from or-ganizing.
As one Socialist mayor in Illinois had put it, it
was  the  responsibility  of a  Socialist  govern-
ment  in  time  of labor  strife  to  insure  a  "fair
fight"  and "preserve order as far as possible."
This  was  what  Duncan  attempted  to  do.  His
actions      had      been      "courageous"      and
"practical", argued the Socialist Party. 30

Many  voters  apparently  agreed  with  this  as-
sessment.  In the November general  elections,
Duncan,   running  as   candidate  for  the  U.S.
Congress,   came   in   second   in   Silver   Bow
County,   polling   3,810   votes,  just   57   votes
fewer  than  he  had  received  in  his  successful
bid for a second term as mayor in April  1913.
It   was   a   "vindication"   of  sorts,   especially
when we consider the fact that the Silver Bow
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candidates, unusual for 1920, including an Afri-
can-American and a Blackfoot Indian. ,Wheeler
was  defeated by Republican Joseph M.  Dixo
but ran for the U.S. Senate two years later.

lh7heeler won election to the United States Sen-
ate from Montana in 1922 with 55% off the vote

Congressman
terms,  being  ree
1940  elections.  He broke with

in  1924  to  run for vie
States  on  the  Progres-

icket led by Robert La
He  returned  to  the  Democratic  Pa
election, which was not
gressives or the Dem
President Franklin D. t's election, and
many of his New Deal policies, but broke with
him  over  his  opposition  to  Roosevelt's  court-
packing  schemes  and  also  opposed  much  of
Roosevelt' s foreign policy before World War 11.

Wheeler's  Butte  home  (1908-23)  at  1232  East
Second  Street  is  a  separately  listed  National
Historic Landmark, one of 25 in the state.

(Modified from Congressional biograph
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County  voters  for  the  first  time  elected  two
Socialists, Leslie Bechtel and Alex Mackel, to
the  Montana  Legislature.3[  Assessing  the  re-
sults   in  Butte   the   Montana   Socialist   com-
mented:

One  and  all  the  subsidized  political
sewers   [the   daily  press]   discharged
their  poisonous  ordure  and  effluvia
upon the timid and alarmed working
class  voters  of the  city  and  county.
No   story,   no   vicious   and   libelous
caricature  was  too  preposterous,  nor
any  lying  innuendo  too  vile  for their
uses.  Every possible  appeal  to preju-
dice,   ignorance,   cupidity,   jealousy,
superstition  and  fear  was  made,  and
the most brazen falsehoods and vilifi-
cation were  thus  scattered,  broadcast
with complete disregard for truth and
reason.  Especially  effective  was  the
veiled   threat   that   Socialist   success
would mean the closing  down  of the
mines.32

Given  what  had  been  said  against  them,  the
Socialists   found   the   election   results   to   be
"remarkable."

The  winter  of  1914-1915  was  a  hard  one  in
the  mining  city.  Since  early  August  several
thousand miners had been laid off due to the
low price of copper in the world market, tern-
porarily brought on by the opening of the war
in Europe. A miner described the situation in a
letter  to  the  Intemational  Socialist  Review:
"Union activity is  at a  standstill  all  along the

line.  The  industrial  conditions  are  positively
the worst that Butte has ever experienced. Not
one  third  of the usual  quota  of men  are  em-
ployed.  Business  failures  are the  order of the

::¥;t.SF3ffering  and want  among  the  poor  are

The  summer  troubles  had  prevented  the  So-
cialist  administration  from  dealing  with  the
implementation  of  its  program.  Now  in  the

winter the  city  government  found  itself with
reduced  revenues  due  to  the  poor  economic
conditions.   As  a  consequence,  some  of  the
city's  workers  had to  be  laid  off as  well  and
the city govemment's intention to purchase the

::iy3%tely  owned  water  works  had  to  be  put

As time for the April 1915 municipal elections

approached,  the   Socialists   argued  that  they
should be returned for another temi because:
"The  Socialists  are  the  first  in  Butte  ever  to

have mastered the  science  of municipal  gov-
ernment IN THE INTERESTS OF THE PEO-
PLE. They are prepared in the future to make
more  substantial  progress  in  the  direction  of
good government, clean government, and effi-

ifaevnete%:¥ebTiTe::td;hoas:ibtihe:„3Ee#pa°;Bo:::
more  stressed  that  it  was  the  party  of  the
workers, urging the workers to stand by it just
as  Duncan  and  the  Socialist goverrment had
stood by them saying:

Review  the  events  of the  past  four
years  in this  city.  The  Socialist Party
has  been  in  control  of the  city  gov-
emment.  They have  always  stood by
YOU.   They   have   cleaned   and  im-
proved  the  streets  where  YOU  live.
They   have   promoted  public   works
which   employed   YOU...They   have
raised  your  wages.  They  have  pro-
tected    your    pickets    and    banners
against unfair  employers.  They  have
refused to shoot YOU down like dogs
in the street, when the hired thugs of
the  masters  provoked  disorders  and
riots. For YOU a Socialist mayor was
ousted  from  office...When  you  were

ii]?ucskt|]cS:ead:a£Sn::i?lists.36Protestedthis

The  Socialists'  candidate  for mayor was  Cla-
rence  Smith.  Smith  was  deputy  mayor when
Duncan was removed from office and had as-
sumed   the   post   of  mayor   upon   Duncan's
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ouster. Now in the spring of 1915,  Smith and
the other Socialist candidates faced a political
atmosphere that was charged with tension and
fear.  This atmosphere was fueled by the daily
press   who   repeatedly   stressed  the   negative
economic consequences of a Socialist victory.
The    Anaconda    Standard,    owned    by    the
A.C.M. Company, advised its readers that:  "If
Socialist  rule  is  continued,  capital  will  con-
tinue  to  show  reluctance  to  invest  in  Butte...
for capital is wary of towns where property is
destroyed, where lives are endangered and au-
thorities show themselves unable or unwilling
to  suppress  lawlessness."37  In  a  similar  vein
the Butte Miner editorialized: "The doctrine of
class  hatred,  discontent  and  despair has  done
much  in  the  past  to  check  the  prosperity  of
this  great  mining  center  that  assuredly  every

leas;dne:tf:hb°ei:grbdeayTi}!£n8tospeedalongthe

The wild card in the  election were the newly
enfranchised   women   voters   who   had  been
granted suffrage via a statewide referendum in
the November  1914  general election.  The  So-
cialists  needed  a  substantial  portion  of  the
women's vote to win. They didn't get it. When
the polls  closed on April  5,  the  Socialists had
been soundly whipped.  Smith finished second
with 3,698 votes. The winner was the Democ-
rat Charles Lane with 6,681  votes; the Repub-
lican candidate, Arthur Ellingswood, gamered
2,714 votes.39 The  Socialists blamed their de-
feat on the  women voters who,  the  Socialists
alleged, had allowed themselves to be misled
by  the  anti-socialist  propaganda  in  the  daily
press.40  Defiant  in  their  defeat,  the  Socialists
quoted a well known radical verse:

Though cowards flinch and traitors sneer
We'1l keep the red flag flying here.4]

But the crushing of the  Socialists in the April
1915  election  effectively  marked  the  end  of
the  party  as  a  force  to  be  reckoned  with  in
Butte  politics.  Two  years  later  Duncan  ran
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again  as  the  party's  candidate  for mayor,  but
he polled just  1,612 votes,  only  16 percent of
the total. It was their last race.42

During their four years of power in Butte, the
Socialists  were  faced  with  many  problems,
including  a  hostile  non-socialist  city  council
majority,  a fact that effectively prevented the
administration from delivering on many of its
pledges.  Secondly,  the party  was  deterred by
intemal bickering concerning the accomplish-
ments   of  the   Socialist   administration.   This
factionalism  did  not  help  the  party's  public
image. Most importantly, the Socialists had to
contend  with  the  uurelenting  hostility  of the
A.C.M. Company and its joumalistic allies.

Given   the   problems   that   Butte's   Socialists
faced, their record of achievement was none-
theless impressive.  There  is no  doubt that the
Socialist government between  1911  and  1915
substantially  improved  the  quality  of life  in
the mining city, especially in its working-class
neighborhoods.  Streets were paved,  sidewalks
were   constructed,   sanitation  was   improved,
and the health codes were  systematically  and
rigorously  enforced.   Equally  important  was
city  hall's  protection  of workers'  rights  when
challenged by the mine  owners.  Duncan ulti-
mately  lost  his  job   and  the   Socialists  ulti-
mately lost control of city government, but the
presence   of  Socialists   in   city   hall,   though
brief,   demonstrated   that   the   copper   collar
could be broken by the ballot in Butte.

Notes

This brief essay is in no way a comprehensive ex-
amination of Socialism in Butte.  For the complete
story  of the rise  and  fall  of the  Socialist  Party  in
Butte and the events which preceded and followed
the  administration  of Lewis  Duncan,  see  717ze  Gz.-
braltar:  Labor and Socialism in Butte,1895-1920

(Calvert,1987, Montana Historical Society Press).
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I  Forgotten  also  is  the  fact  that  Montana's  Socialists

were  successful  elsewhere.  Socialist  mayors  were  also
elected  in  Anaconda  (1903),  Red  Lodge  (1906)   and
Missoula ( 1914).

2    Helen    Sanders,   .4    fJz.sfory    o/   A4lo77/cz#cz,    Vol.     1

(Chicago: Lewis Publishing Co.,1913), p. 430.

3  "Socialist Municipal  Officeholders," IVcrfz.o72cz/ A412j77z.cz.-

pcz/ j3cvz.ew,1  (July  1912),  pp.  492-493, Victor Berger,"What is the Matter with Milwaukee," J72c7epe77c7c77Z,  68

(April 21,1910), pp.  840-843.

4  Ia:mes Weinstctn, The Decline  Of Socialism in Amer-

z.ccr,  /9/2-/925 (New York:  Vintage Books,  1967), pp.
27'  84.

5 See  Robert  Hoxie,  "The  Rising  Tide  of Socialism:  A

Srfudy,"   Journal  Of  Political   Economy,  19   (Octcher,
1911 ), pp.  609-631.

6Jessie   Wallace   Hughan,   4merz.ccz;7   Socz.cz/z.s77€   o/  ffee

Prese72f Dcz)/ (New York:  John  Lane  Co.,1911),  Chap-
ters  11  and  12.

7 "Platform  of the  Socialist  Party  of Montana  -  1914,"

State  and  Local  Files,  Socz.a/I.s/ Pczrty  o/£47"erz.ccz  Pcz-

pe7is.  The  S.P.A.  Papers  are  housed  at the  Perkins  Li-
brary, Duke University.

8 "Immediate demands"  from the  1908  state platform of

the  Socialist Party of Montana.  Printed in the A4lo77ftz77cz
Ivews  (September  3,   1908).  Published  in  Helena,  the
A4lo7zfcz7?cz Ivews was the state's flrst Socialist newspaper.

9 Ca;ri D. Thorapson,  Have  the  Socialists  Made  Good?

(Chicago: National Office of the  Socialist Party,  .1913),
4  pp.,  Pamphlet  collection,  Socialist Party  of America
Papers.

'° G7`eczz Fcr//s  rrz.b##e (April  10,1911).

I I  .472czco#c7o SJo7zc7c}rc7 (March  9,  1911 ).

\2  Anaconda  Standard  (`Malch  31,1911),  Daily  Inter

A4oa/7?fczz.7?  (March  31,  191 I ).

"   Anaconda  Standard  (April  4,  L911),  Butte   Miner

(April 4,1911).  See also Jack Keister, "Why the Social-
ists  Won  in  Butte,"  International  Socialist  Review,  11
(June,1911), pp.  731-733.

" Lewis  Duncan,  "Questions About Butte,"  Folder  82,

Socialist  Party  of Montana  Papers. Th!f 3se  doc;"ments
are  the  property  of the  late  Terry  MCGlynn  of Butte.

Copies  are  housed  in  the  Montana  Historical  Society
library,  Helena.  See  also  "The  Victory  in  Butte,"  772e
Co77?I.73g IVcz/I.o#,  No.  33  (April  29,1911),  p.10,  and the
82zJ/e A4z.73er (April 4,  1911 ).

\5   Socialist   Campaign  Book:   City   Election,   April   1,

1912  (Butte:  Socialist  State  Central  Committee,  1912),
20  pp.   See  also  Lewis  Duncan,  "Socialist  Politics  in
Butte,  MorrfurLa,``   International   Socialist   Review,   12

(November,    1911),   pp.   287-291,   and   Socz.cz/is#?   cz#c7
Goverrment:  Appeal  Socialist  Classics  No.5  (a.rrard,
Kansas: Appeal to Reason,1916), pp. 59-61.

]6  "Butte  Socialist Administration  Commendable,"  IVcz-

fz.o#cz/ A4z477z.czPcz/ jzevz.ew, 2 (January,  1913), p.  134.

"   Frank   Bohn,   "The   Butte   Socialists,"   J7z/e7.77crfz.o#cz/

Socz.cz/I.sZ jzevz.ew,13  (September,1912), p.  263.

]8   A4lo72/cz#cz   Socz.cz/z.sZ   (April    6,    1913).    Published    in

Butte,  the  A4lo#Zcz7?c}  Socz.c7/i.s/ was  a weekly  newspaper.
Its first number appeared in September,1912.

]98%ffeA4z.#er(March6,1913).

20   Anaconda  Standard  (ALpnd  8,  1913),  Butte  Miner

(April  8,   1913),  "Socialist  Victory  in  Butte,"  J7zzer#cz-
fz.o72cz/ Socz.a/z.s/ jzevz.ew,  13  (May,  1913), p.829.

2]  A4o7cfcz77cz Socz.cz/j.sf (April  13,1913).

22  Lewis  Duncan  to  Thurston  Brown  (April  12,  1911),

Foidel 82., Socialist Party Of Montana Papers .

2.3  Membership Record Of Butte Local No. I . This door

ment is the property of the late TelTy MCGlynn.

24  Data derived from the  G7~eczz fzegz.sfer o/82///e  Cz.ty -

/9/3.   This   and   several   other  city  voter  registration
books for the period are housed in the Butte-Silver Bow
Public Archives.

25  Bz//fe Socz.cz/is/ (October 31,1914).  The 827Zfe Socz.cz/-

I.s/ was a biweekly campaign newspaper for free distri-
bution.  Few  copies  of this newspaper, which ran from
1911-1915,  are  known  to  exist.  For  a  detailed  account
who voted Socialist and who  opposed them,  see Chap-
tor 6 ±n my bock, The Gibraltar.

26 By far the best history of the IWW is Melvyn Dubof-

sky, We Shall Be All:  A History Of the Industrial Work-
e7`s o/zfee  Wor/d (Chicago: Quadrangle Books,1969).

27 Lewis Duncan,  "The Troubles in Butte:  Mayor Dun

can's .Statement,"  State  and Local  Files,  Socz.c7/;.s/ Pczrty
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Of America Papers,  Montana Socialist (Iurre 2:2,1914).
For a particularly critical  examination of the disruptive
role  of  the  I.W.W.  in  the  Socialist  Party,  see  Frank
Bohn,  "Is  the  I.W.W.  to  Grow?"  /7?/e7`#cz/I.o72cz/ Socz.a/I.Ls/
Jzevz.ew,12  (July,1911), pp.  42-44.

28   A4lo77fcz7?cz   Socz.cz/z.sZ   (November   2,    1913).   For   other

defenses  of the  revolutionary  aspects  of "political  ac-
tion"  in  Butte,  see  the  editorials  on  city  sanitation  and
city  finances  in  the  A4o77fcz77cr  Socz.cz/z.s/  (August  3,  No-
vember 2,1913).

2:9   Anaconda  Standard  (Apl.\17,1914),  Butte   Miner

(April 7,1914), A4o72/cz7zcz Socz.a/z.sf (April  12,19,1914).

30 M.E.  Kirkpatrick,  "What Should a Socialist Admini-

stration  Do  in  Time  of Strike?"  Pczrty B#z./de7',  No.  51

(October  25,  1913),  Montana  Socialist  (September  26,
1914).  The  Pczrty  Bz/z./c7cr  was  a  monthly  membership
bulletin published by the National Office of the Social-
ist Party of America.

3]   j477czco.#c7cz   S/cz#c7czrc7  (November   7,    1914),   Official

Returns for Silver Bow County for November 3,1914,
Office of the Secretary of State, Helena.

32 A4|o#/cz#c! Socz.cz/z`sZ (November 7,  1914).

33  "Letter  from  a  Butte  Miner,"  J7z/er#cz/I.o77cz/  Socz.cz/z.sf

Revz.ew,15  (January,1915), pp. 436, 438.

34 ,47zczco#c7cz S/cz7€c7czrd (December 20,  1914, January  11,

21, 28, February 4,8,1915), Butte City Council Record,
Vol.16,  278-281,  295,  297,  315,  321.  The  minutes  of
the  city  council  are  housed  in  the  Butte-Silver  Bow
Public Archives.

35  A41o#fcz72c7 Socz.cz/I.sf (March 27,  1915).
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36 A4o7z/cz;" Socz.cz/is/ (March 27,  1915).

37 j4#czco7qc7cz S/cz#c7cz;'c7 (March 25,  1915).

38B#f/eA4z.#er(March31,1915).

39 Anaconda Standard (i\pri\ 6,19\ 5)-

40   A4o#/cz7?cz  Socz.cz/z.s/   (April   10,   1915).   Voter   turnout

statistics for this election seem to support the Socialists'
contention.  Turnout  was   13,097   compared  to  an  all-
male  turnout  of  7,133  two  years  before.  In   1913  the
combined old party vote was  3,266.  In  1915  it stood at
9,399 -a net gain for the old parties of 6,133 votes over
what they had received in  1913.  In contrast,  Smith re-
ceived 3,698  votes  compared to the  3,867 that went to
Duncan  in  1913,  a net  loss  of 169  votes.  The  inescap-
able  conclusion  is  that  the  Socialists  held  their  core
supporters  while  failing  to  attract  any  additional  sup-
port,  support they should have gotten from the women
voters and did not.

4]  A4o7?/cz#cz Socz.cz/z.s/ (April  10,  1915).

42 B"/ze A4z.#er (April 3 ,  1917).

Note: In some instances, for example, the destruction of
the  Butte  Miners'  Union  and  its  aftermath,  only  the
most accessible  sources have been cited for space con-
siderations. Also used extensively, but not cited in this
essay, were the papers of Governor Samuel Stewart and
Senator  Thomas  J.  Walsh,  the  testimony  and  research
reports of the U.S. Commission on Industrial Relations,
and the records  and  annual  convention proceedings  of
the Western Federation of Miners.
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Miner's  Union  Hall  Memorial  to  destruction  in  1914.  North  Main  Street between  Quartz
and Copper Streets. Photo by Richard Gibson.
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Excerp/s/7io77? COPPER METFtopoLIS

Dr. Mary Murphy
Montana State University, Bozeman, Mr
mrmurpky@montana.edr

8utte grew from a heart of copper. Me-
tallic wealth had lured men to the arid
Summit Valley of southwestern Mon-

tana,  situated  more  than  a  mile  high  in  the
northern  Rocky  Mountains.  Settlers  named  a
distinctive volcanic cone in the valley's north-
west comer "Big Butte"  and a granitic,  thou-
sand-foot  rise  to  its  east  "the  Hill."  The  Hill
was   a  treasure  trove   of  billions   of  dollars
worth  of gold,  silver,  zinc,  lead,  manganese,
and,   above   all,   copper.   Between   1880   and
1975,   when   underground   mining   virtually
ceased in Butte, miners wrested from the earth
nearly  two-and-a-half  million  tons   of  zinc,
more than twenty-four thousand tons of silver,
over  one  hundred  tons  of gold,  and  over  ten
million  tons  of  copper-enough  to  form  a
copper cube 330 feet square.  But the land did
not  relinquish  its  riches  .easily.  Hundreds  of
miners  died  in  the  shafts  and  stopes  of the
mines that honeycombed the Butte Hill. Thou-
sands of others were injured,  crippled,  or dis-
abled  by  silicosis,  commonly  called  miner's

T`eprfroed  £Iom  Mining  Cultures..   Men,   Women,   and
Leisure  in  Butte,1914-41.  Conyrigiv+  ©  1997  T]y  rha
Board  of Trustees  of the  University  of Illinois.  Used
with  permission   of  the   University   of  Illinois   Press.
Notes are at end of text.

consumption,  a  disease  caused  by  breathing
the silica dust-laden air generated by hardrock
drilling.3

While   miners   challenged   the   earth   for   its
riches,  capitalists  battled  for  control  of  the
wealth their employees brought to the surface.
The War of the Copper Kings, a legend in the
history   of  American   business,   pitted   three
ruthless men against each other. Marcus Daly,
William  A.   Clark,  and  F.  Augustus  Heinze
deployed  money,  mining  engineers,  lawyers,
judges,  politicians, joumalists,  and  editors  in
one of the most vicious struggles for corporate
dominance waged during the Gilded Age. The
denouement   was   the   triumph   of   Marcus
Daly's  Anaconda  Copper  Mining  Company
(ACM).  By the  late  1920s Anaconda had be-
come the eighth largest industrial company in
the United States. Its holdings included mines,
smelters,   foundries,  brass  mills,   coal  fields,
coke  ovens,  timberlands,  sawmills,  newspa-
pers,   and  the  Butte,  Anaconda  and  Pacific
Railway,   which   shuttled   ore,   supplies,   and
people between Butte and its companion city,
Anaconda.  In  1883  Marcus Daly founded the
town   of  Anaconda,   twenty-six   miles   from
Butte, at a source of plentiful water, as the site
of  the   Anaconda   Company's   first   copper
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smelter.  Anaconda's  empire  reached  far  be-
yond the borders  of Montana and the United
States.  Mines  and  smelters  in  Mexico,  Chile,
and   Poland   took   direction   from   corporate
headquarters  in New  York  and  Butte,  where
general  officers  occupied  the  infamous  sixth
floor of the Hennessy Building.  Despite vari-
ous reorganizations and renamings in response
to     antitrust     legislation,     Anaconda     was
known-and  is  still  referred  to  many  years
after its  departure  from Butte-as  "the  com-
pany," a term, as Montana Senator Burton K.
Wheeler noted, "simple yet awe-inspiring." 4

Butte  began  like  hundreds  of  other  western
mining camps. Prospectors first struck gold in
Silver Bow  Creek  in  1864,  and  gold  seekers
hastily    erected    huts    and    store fronts    that
housed the highly transient population of min-
ers,  merchants,  prostitutes,  and traveling per-
formers. When the gold played out, just about
everyone left. In  1875, when Wiliam L. Farlin
began mining and reducing silver ore, another
rush to the valley occurred.5

Silver tuned Butte into one of the half-dozen
richest  metal  mining  districts  in  the  United
States.   Government   demand   for   the   white
metal to back currency and mint coins guaran-
teed  a  booming  economy  between  the  mid-
1870s   and   the   early    1890s.   Butte's   silver
mines  rivaled  those  of Leadville  and  Aspen,
Colorado, the  Coeur d'Alene valley in Idaho,
and Virginia City, Nevada. With silver came a
sense  of permanency  and  the  railroad.  Resi-
dents platted  a townsite  in  1876  and  incorpo-
rated their community  as Butte  City  in  1879.
In  1881  the  Union  Pacific  completed  a  line
from  northern  Utah  to  Butte  to  cash  in  on
Butte' s lucrative freight traffic.6

With  the  repeal  of the  Sherman  Silver  Pur-
chase Act in  1893,  the nation's  silver market
collapsed.  Butte's  fortunes  had  been  wedded
to  copper since  1882, however, when Marcus

Daly discovered "the largest deposit of copper
sulphide that the world had ever seen"  at the
three-hundred-foot   level   of   the   Anaconda
Mine. The vast, rich reserves of copp.er in the
Hill ultimately distinguished Butte from other
western mining  camps  and turned  it  into  the
world's largest producer of the red metal until
the late  1920s.  Copper,  filling a new demand
created   by   the   electrical   revolution,   fueled
Butte's  rise  to   a  major  city   of  the  Rocky
Mountain West.  Between  1881  and  1909  five
railroads laid tracks to Butte, tying the city to
the east and west coasts, to Salt Lake City and
points  south,  and  north  to  Canada.  By  June
1916  thirty-four  passenger  trains  terminated,
originated, or passed through Butte every day.
Railroads   exported   the   metallic   wealth   of
Butte and imported thousands of immigrants,
prodigious quantities of food, consumer goods
that rivaled the  stock  of New  York  City  de-
partment   stores,    traveling   theater   groups,
evangelizing    reformers,    and    campaigning
politicians.7

Butte became a rowdy town that inspired pun-
gent  description   from  novelists,  journalists,
and  travelers:   notorious,   drab,   dingy,   ugly,
noisy, naked, and barren, but also young, ani-
mated, shrewd, generous, jubilant, democratic,
and cordial. The foul sulphurous fumes spew-
ing from smelters or floating from open heaps
of roasting  ore  repulsed travelers  to  the bur-
geoning    metropolis    in    the    1880s.    Dense
smoke compelled residents to walk the streets
with  sponges  or  rags  tied  over  their  mouths
and noses, carrying lantems to find their way
in the middle of the day. Although some resi-
dents  complained  about  the  smoke,  capitalist
William  A.  Clark  claimed  healthful  benefits,
asserting  that  the  fumes  were  a  disinfectant
that killed germs and that the measure of arse-
nic  in  the  smoke  gave  Butte  women  their
beautiful,  pale  complexions.  Ann  Pentilla  re-
membered that the byproducts of mining had a
different   cosmetic   effect.   She   recalled  that
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"your face would be pitted from the chunks of

sand"   blown   from   tailings   piles.   In   Butte,
however,  health  and  beauty  were  secondary
considerations,  and the Be//fe A4lz.72er expressed
the majority's opinion when it declared,  "The
thicker the fumes the greater our financial vi-
tality."8

From  1890  to  the  eve  of World War I,  Butte
enjoyed     a     rollicking     adolescence.     Few
doubted that the riches of the Hill were limit-
less,   and   although   there   were   always   bust
times when the price of copper was down, just
as   surely  boom  times  would  return.   These
were the years of the War of the Copper Kings
and the  consolidation  of the  Anaconda Com-
pany,   of  increasing   copper  production   and
high wages, of construction of a thriving cen-
tral  business  district  on  the  Hill-"uptown
Butte"-and  streetcar  suburbs  on  the  valley
floor.  New  immigrants-Finns,  Serbs,  Croa-
tians,   and   Italians-augmented   colonies   of
Irish and  Cornish  miners,  and the  geography
of ethnicity  and  class  became  clearly  demar-
cated.  The  city  reveled  in  its  reputation  as  a
wide-open  town.  Miners  kept  salons,  restau-
rants, gambling halls, and the red light district
bustling  twenty-four  hours   a  day.   Gertrude
Atherton, a writer who set her novel Perc¢ o/
ffee Devz./ in Butte  in  1914,  captured the  opti-
mistic   spirit  of  the  prewar  days   when   she
wrote  that  Butte  "has  the jubilant  expression
of one who  coins  the very air,  the  thin,  spar-
kling,  nervous  air,  into  shining  dollars,  and,
confident  in  the  inexhaustible  riches  beneath
her  feet,  knows  that  she  shall  go  on  coining
them forever."9

Butte's hub was the comer of Park and Main
streets,   the   center   of  the   business   district.
Some  of the  city's  most impressive buildings
anchored  the  intersection.  An  elegant  seven-
story office building, designed by Cass Gilbert
and  housing  the  Daly  Bank  and  Trust  Com-
pany, claimed the southwest comer across the
street from the Rialto Theater and kitty-comer
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to  the  omate  Owsley  Block  (individual busi-
ness buildings in Butte were often referred to
as  "blocks").  Streetcars,  part  of the  county's
thirty-eight-mile rail transit system, met at the
comer,  bringing  shoppers  to  town  from  the
suburbs,   picking   up   children   and   families
headed  out  to  the  Columbia  Gardens  amuse-
ment park,  and  calTying  weary  miners  home
afterwork.]°

By   1917   automobiles   challenged   streetcars
and the existing army of horse-drawn wagons,
buggies,  and  hacks.  Although  eleven  livery
stables   still   operated  in  Butte   in   1917,   the
automobile was destined to prevail, and by the
mid-1920s no  stables remained.  The  streetcar
system persisted until  1937,  when it too  con-
ceded   victory   to   the   automobile   and   bus.
Automobile  dealerships  multiplied during the
1910s,  peaking  at  twenty-eight  in  1918.  Car
dealers proclaimed the triumph of the automo-
bile  when  the  govemlnent proposed  a  5  per-
cent tax  on cars  during World War I.  In pro-
tests  to  their  congresswoman,  Jeannette  Ran-
kin,   dealers   declared   their   willingness   "to
stand our share of war cost but why discrimi-
nate  against automobiles;  they  are necessities
not luxuries."I i

Although  mining  dominated  the  economy,  a
wide variety of mercantile and small manufac-
turing enterprises-food wholesalers, brewer-
ies,    department    stores,    warehouses,    brick
works,    and   iron   foundries-provided   the
amenities of urban life and the goods and ser-
vices necessary to make Butte a regional eco-
nomic  center.   Well-heeled  consumers   could
indulge  in  French  wines  at  the  Lisa  grocery,
have  a  fur  coat  altered  at  Klingbell's  taxi-
dermy, purchase  silver service  and jewelry at
any of two dozen jewelers,  select finery for a
costume  ball  from  Madam  Robinson,  or  ac-
quire  an  oriental  carpet  from  Joseph  David.
There  were  dozens  of  butchers  and  grocers
who would deliver food to the  door.  The Im-
perial Macaroni Company manufactured pasta
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and soups. Vincent Truzzolino provided tama-
les, wholesale and retail, and a handful of noo-
dle  parlors  served  Chinese  food  or  delivered
dishes   by   messenger.   Symons   Dry   Goods
Companyuash   only-employed   a   small
army of young women who ran cash from the
customer  to  the  cashier's  office  and  brought
back  change.   Hennessy's  Department  Store
was   famous   for  providing  everything  from
miners'  overalls  and  plain  groceries  to  furs,
china, and furniture.

Uptown Butte  also  housed  a wealth  of com-
mercial  amusements.  Confectioneries  accom-
modated cigar counters, newspaper racks, and
ice cream parlors that catered to courting cou-
ples,  maids  and  children,  gossiping business-
men,   and  shoppers   seeking  refreshment.   In
1917  fourteen  theaters  drew  people  uptown
for vaudeville and movies. Off-shift workmen
filled  saloons,  billiard  parlors,  and  gambling
halls.  Chinatown,  just  a  block  southwest  of
Park  and  Main,  beckoned  thrill-seekers,  at-
tracted  by  exaggerated  stories  of  gambling,
opium  dens,  and  white  slaves.  Visitors  were
more likely to encounter vegetable sellers, silk
traders,  and  Chinese  on their way to  the joss
house or the Chinese Baptist Mission. Directly
east,  across  Main  Street,  hundreds  of prosti-
tutes worked in the red light district, a warren

::icwk°p°adr::rchr;bussefs={?rspersedwithsubstantia|

On most nights,  a large proportion of Butte's
population could be found congregated-in one
of  the  city's  many  labor  or  fraternal  halls.
Butte  had  been  nicknamed  the  Gibraltar  of
Unionism because  nearly  all  wageworkers  in
Butte  before  the  war  were  union  members,
their  solidarity  inspiring  workers  throughout
the  West.  Forty-four  locals  listed  themselves
in  the   1917  city  directory.   Cab  drivers  and
horseshoers, musicians and decorators, butch-
ers and barbers, newsboys and theater ushers,
sheepshearers   and  telephone   operators,   and
chambermaids  and  iron  molders  all  followed

the  lead of miners by unionizing.  When men
from  the  Butte  Miners'  Union  organized  the
Western Federation  of Miners  in  1893,  Butte
became  a  center  of the  western  labor  move-
ment.13

Many people also belonged to a variety of as-
sociations;   nearly   every   organized  fraternal
group  in the  country  had  a  chapter  in Butte.
By  the  advent  of World  War I,  the  Masons,
Elks,  Odd  Fellows,  Good  Templars,  Knights
of  Columbus,  Ancient  Order  of Hibemians,
Sons  of St.  George,  and  Scandinavian Broth-
erhood,  among  others,  had  built  impressive
halls.  Most  fratemal  organization  had  ladies'
auxiliaries, and women also formed a plethora
of independent literary and cultural clubs,  for
example,  the  Homer  Club,  the  Drama  Study
Club,  the  West  Side  Shakespeare  Club,  and
the Plant and Pray Garden Club. Women also
founded local branches of the Women's Chris-
tian Temperance Union and the Florence Crit-
tenden  Rescue  Circle.  In  addition  to  ethnic
and  fraternal  societies,  Butte  boasted  dozens
of  civic,  religious,  profe.ssional,  and  athletic
associations  for  the  entertainment,  pleasure,
and comfort of the city's men and women.14

***

It was always difficult to know just how many
people  were  bustling  around  Butte.   Miners
were    hotoriously    transient,    and    political
boundaries  and the  methods  of census-taking
disguised  meaningful  figures.   When  people
referred to Butte, they usually meant the met-
ropolitan area that included the densely settled
neighborhoods  outside  of  but  contiguous  to
the city limits.  Thus, census figures for Silver
Bow  County,  which  apart  from  Butte  con-
tained  only  a  few  villages,  are  a much more
accurate  reflection   of  the   Butte  population
than   those   for   the   city   itself.   William   A.
Kemper, president of the Butte  Land and In-
vestment   Company,   calculated   through   his
own  inquiries  and  a  survey  of  construction,
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that although the census bureau had underesti-
mated residents of the city at thirty-nine thou-
sand  in  1910,  the  R.L.  Polk  Company,  can-
vassing    for    its    1916    city    directory,    was
"inclined to flatter" with its claim of a metro-

politan population of a hundred thousand. His
reckoning  of the  1916  populace  in Butte  and
the    adjacent    suburbs    was    approximately
eighty-five  thousand,  and  he  qualified  even
that, noting, "with conditions changing so rap-
idly,  it must be,  at most,  a guess." Even with
such qualifications, until  1930 Butte remained
the largest city between Spokane and Minnea-
polis  and  north  of Salt  Lake  City,  making  it
not  only  a  copper  metropolis  but  also  a  re-
gional trading center. ]5

A  large  percentage  of Butte's  highly  mobile
population  was  foreign-born.  One  analyst  of
the  census  concluded  that between  1890  and
1930  Butte  was  the  most  ethnically  diverse
city  in  the  intermountain  West.  The  celebra-
tion of George Washington's birthday in  1920
graphically    demonstrated    that    fact.     The
Daughters  of the  American  Revolution  wel-
comed  guests  to  the  YMCA,  where  Welsh
singers, the Daughters of Scotia, and Swedish,
Norwegian,  Slavic,  Italian,  and  Polish  musi-
cians  played  and  sang  and  then  listened  to
speeches by representatives of thirty-three na-
tionalities.  Although  major  seaport  cities  are
usually considered loci of the country's immi-
grant population,  in fact those cities  funneled
streams of people to the hinterlands. Between
1870  and  1910  the  percentage  of European-
bom people who  lived in the mountain  states
was higher than that in the nation.  ]6 Montana
for most of the twentieth century harbored the
greatest number of these mountain states'  im-
migrants,  who  were  drawn  to  the  "treasure
state" by its mines and smelters."

Between  1890  and  1930,  20  percent  or more
of the region's Irish lived and worked in Butte
and Anaconda. Turn-of-the-century Butte was
"one  of the  most  overwhelmingly  Irish  cities
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in  the  United   States."  In   1900  Irish  immi-
grants and their children accounted for a quar-
ter  of the  county's  population,  a  higher  per-
centage than in any other American city at that
time. By 1910 immigrants and children of for-
eign or mixed parentage made up 70.2 percent
of Butte's  population.  Ireland,  England,  and
Canada contributed the largest number of im-
migrants to Silver Bow County in  1900,1910,
and  1920.  In  1900  Germans,  Scandinavians,
and  immigrants  from  the  Austro-Hungarian
Empire  formed  the  next  most  numerous  co-
hort.  In the  first decade  of the twentieth cen-
tury Finns and Russians poured into the state.
By  1920  almost a third  of the  region's  Finns
resided  in  the  Montana  mining  counties  of
Carbon,  Cascade,  and  Silver  Bow.   By  that
same year, mines and merchants in Butte em-
ployed   and   served   significant   numbers   of
Yugoslavs,    Italians,    Greeks,    Czechs,    and
Poles.   After   World   War   I   the   Irish   still
wielded influence, but the city's  ethnic amal-
gam had grown richer and more complex. ]8

Butte's     population     was     overwhelmingly
young  and  predominantly  male.  In  1900,  88
percent  of the  population  was  younger  than
forty-five; fewer than 1 percent was older than
sixty-five.  The  figures  had  scarcely  changed
in  1910.  By  1920,  78  percent of Butte's  resi-
dents  were  still  younger  than  forty-five,  and
only  2.2  percent  was  older  than  sixty-five.
Most  of these  young  urbanites  were  men.  In
1900   there   were   147.7   men   to   every   100
women  in Butte, ten years  later the ratio was
132.4 to  100,  and in  1920  it was  119.6 to  100.
One significant change concerned the growing
number  of married  men.  In  1910,  52  percent
of Butte men were  single;  in  1920,  however,
only  42  percent  of  those  older  than  fifteen
were  unmarried,  a  figure  that  held  steady  in
the  1930 census.]9

Butte's    population   resided    in    a   web    of
neighborhoods radiating from the uptown hub
of commercial  activity.  Booms  in  the  copper
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market caused frequent housing shortages and
subsequent  flurries  of building.  In   1906  the
Ba//Ze    A4lz.Jeer    reported    accommodations    so
sparse that transients were spending the night
in Turkish baths and visitors were sleeping in
chairs.   Butte's  contractors  were  busiest  be-
tween  1915  and  1918,  when  the  city  issued
more  than  three  thousand  building  permits.
Immigrants  jammed  into  new  walk-up  flats,
and bungalows shot up in Butte's middle-class
neighborhoods.   Mary  Clapp   was  pleasantly
surprised  by  the   oak  floors,  beveled  plate-
91ass  windows,  commodious  bookcases,  and
especially the white-tiled bathroom and built-
in  tiled  ice  box  she  found  in  her  West  Side
bungalow.   "No  wonder  I  never  thought  of
Butte  as  a  mining  camp,"  she  recalled.  "No
wonder I imagined that every light down the
hill shone from the window of some bungalow

:Surr;C#2oPOssibilities  Of home  happiness  as

The  West  Side,  home  to  Butte's  upper  and
middle  classes,  was  an  attractive  neighbor-
hood  of  rambling  Victorian  houses,   Queen
Anne   cottages,   and   craftsman   bungalows.
Businessmen,  lawyers,  doctors,  teachers,  and
skilled workers resided there.  So did some  of
Butte's  wealthiest  citizens.  Daniel  Hennessy,
the  "Merchant  Prince  of Montana,"  built  his
mansion on the comer of Park and Excelsior.
His next-door neighbor was Comelius Kelley,
who became president of the Anaconda Com-
pany  in  1918.' Fellow  ACM  executives  Wil-
liam D.  Scallon  and John D.  Ryan  also  built
their  residences  on  the  heights  of  Excelsior
Avenue.

North    and    east    of   the    business    district
neighborhoods bore  a different configuration.
Dublin Gulch,  Corktown, Centerville, and the
independent  town  of  Walkerville  lay  to  the
north  and  northeast,   encompassing  the  par-
ishes  of St.  Mary and  St.  Lawrence  O'Toole.
The  streets  and  alleys  of these  working-class
neighborhoods  connected  like  the  seams  of a
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crazy   quilt,   curving   to   edge   around  head-
frames,  hoist  houses,  and  mine  dumps.  Here
were some of Butte's most famous and lucra-
tive  mines:  the  Anaconda,  Neversweat,  Dia-
mond,   Mountain   View,   High   Ore,   Parrot,
Speculator,  and  Mountain  Con.  Small  wood-
frame cottages huddled around the mine struc-
tures.   Many   of  the   deep   mines   were   "hot
boxes" where sweat quickly bathed a working
man.  As  soaking  wet  men  stepped  off  the
mine  cages  into  the frigid air of Butte's win-
ter,  clouds  of  steam  enveloped  them  and  a
chilling   walk   home   in   icy   clothes   invited
pneumonia.  Until  streetcars  made  it  possible
to  commute to the mines and until employers
built  "drys"-buildings  in  which  men  could
shower   and   change   into   dry   clothes   after
work-workers  built their homes  as  close  to
the mines as possible.

Dublin Gulch, as one would expect, was over-
whelmingly  Irish.  As  Julia MCHugh recalled,
"Most of the families were Harringtons, Mur-

phy,  Sullivan,  etc.,  and  all  the  fathers  were
John  or  Mary."  Residents  coined  nicknames
such    as    Mary    Black    Pete,    Mary-up-to-
Paddy's,   and  Mary   Cal   to   distinguish   one
Mary     Harrington     from     another.     Strong
neighborhood   ties   were   evident   in   fiercely
contested  football  and  baseball  games  with
other neighborhoods and in the close scrutiny
of boys  from  outside  the  Gulch  who  came
courting.   Julie   MCHugh's   mother   exhibited
her loyalty to the neighborhood in -a confron-
tation with the coal deliveryman.  Once, when
the coal wagon had a hard time backing up to
the  coal  bin  window  and  "the  horses  were
slipping on the  ice and the driver was  swear-
ing at the crazy people who would live there,
Ma said,  `1'11 have you know I wouldn't give

¥Pd:y,2qouseforConF.Kelley'sontheWest

In a crescent just southeast of the red light dis-
trict lay the  Cabbage Patch,  a hodgepodge  of
cabins    and   ramshackle    buildings    full    of
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"batching"  and  "housekeeping"  rooms.  In  its

confines  working-class  poor  rubbed  elbows
with  drug  addicts,  older  prostitutes,  bootleg-
gers,     and     criminals.     The     Patch     was"notorious"   for  its   "third  class   saloons,   its

cheap restaurants and its cheaper flop houses,

Fa:#22by  employment  offices  for  transient

The  East  Side,  crammed  with  walk-up  flats,
fouxplexes,    and    rambling    boardinghouses
spread  out  north  and  east  of  the   Cabbage
Patch.   "It  was  teeming  with  people   and  it
seemed like all the families had kids," remem-
bered John  Onkalo.  "In fact,  the houses were
almost skin to skin, and boy, there was kids all
over  the  neighborhood."   Children  absorbed
the  ethnically based rivalries  of their parents,
venting  them  in  street  fights.  Catherine  Hoy
identified with a gang of Irish boys from Dub-
lin Gulch who would  "go  down to  Finntown
and all those places to fight ....  Of course, we
had the  advantage.  Anaconda Road was  on a
hill and Finntown was down there below us on
Granite  [Street]  and we  cold pelt rocks  down
there but they couldn't put the rocks up.

Finntown was the East Side's dominant ethnic
neighborhood,   although   the   streets   encom-
passed in the mental map of residents were not
settled exclusively by Finns. Onkalo described
the area close to the Pennsylvania Mine "like
an  English  colony,"  and  many  Swedes  lived
along  East  Galena  Street.  But  Finnish  immi-
grants    and   their   institutions    flavored   the
neighborhood.   Saunas   and   the   good   food
served in Finn boardinghouses  drew working
men  and  women  from  all  over  the  city  to
Finntown.   The   community   built   Finlanders
Hall in 1902, and for several decades it hosted
parties,  dances,  and  plays  as  well  as  the  of-
fices  of the  Industrial  Workers  of the  World
and  the  Finnish  Workers   Club.   Finns  wor-
shiped  at  the  Holy  Trinity  Finnish  Lutheran
church and at the evangelical Finnish Mission
Church.23

The East Side also attracted a small enclave of
Lebanese,   at   that   time   known   as   Syrians.
These  immigrants  made  their  living  as  mer-
chants,   often   selling   groceries   and   fruits,
sometime   carpets.   Syrian   women,   canying
large  suitcases  filled  with  handmade  aprons,
housedresses, and other notions, peddled their
goods door to door. The Syrian Peace Society,
organized in  1908, was the first Syrian frater-
nal  lodge  in  the  country.  In  its  hall  on  East
Galena  Street  immigrants  held  wakes,  wed-
dings, receptions, and English classes.24

Serbs,  Croatians,  Slovenes, and Montenegrins
also  lived  on  the  East  Side  and  in  Dublin
Gulch.   These   southeastern  European  immi-
grants  were  subjected  to  intense  discrimina-
tion. In 1910 the B"f/e Eve72z.ng Ivei4;s inflamed

public    opinion   with   accusations    that   the"bohunks"  were  "driving  white  men  slowly

but surely out of the  camp." Ann Pentilla re-
membered students cruelly teasing Slavic chil-
dren:  "When  we  went  to  school  they  would
make fun of us, they called us  `the garlic eat-
ers.'  At recess nobody wanted to  stay behind
us   because   we   smelled   from   garlic.   My
mother  flavored  everything  with  garlic.  And
now everybody uses  it, but in those days just
Slavic  people  and  the  Italians  used  garlic."
Slavs created a rich organizational life in their
neighborhoods.   Social   and  fratemal   lodges,
such  as  the  Serbian  Montenegrin  Federation,
the  Montenegrin  Literary  Society,  the  Serb-
Yugoslav Unity Lodge, and the Circle of Ser-
bian Sisters,  eased the transition to life in the
United States.  Serbs worshipped in the onion-
domed Serbian Orthodox church,  and Roman
Catholic Croatians continued to celebrate pre-
Lenten  "esapa{sZ,  a  festival  culminating  in
the burning  or beheading  of a  straw  effigy,

i£±:;,i:ys££nn%. i?e  exculpation  of  the  commu_

Further  east  lay  the  suburbs  of  Meaderville
and   MCQueen.   Meaderville,   which   in   the
1920s  and  1930s  became  famous  for  its  res-
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taurants, speakeasies, and nightclubs, began as
a settlement of Cornish and Italian miners and
smeltermen. MCQueen lay huddled at the foot
of the mountains bordering the east side of the
valley,   north   of  the  Pittsmont   smelter  and
about  two  miles  from  uptown  Butte.  Settled
primarily   by   immigrants   from   the   Austro-
Hungarian   Empire   and   England,   MCQueen
also  sheltered  newcomers  from  Scandinavia,
Germany, and France. The gathering places of
this    overwhelmingly    Catholic    community
were the Jesuit-built Holy Saviour church and
several   Slavic   saloons:   Brozovich  Brothers,
Jurmick's,    Petrovich's,    Raenovich's,     and
Krizman's.26

All of these neighborhoods ranged across  the
Hill. "The Flat" was the valley floor stretching
south,  where  new  suburbs  developed  in  the
1910s  to  accommodate  the  growing  popula-
tion.  Streetcars  enabled  mean  and  women  to
get to work on the Hill and to live on the Flat
in comfortable bungalows set in small yards, a
luxury found uptown only on the West  Side.
A  commercial  district  grew  up  on  Harrison
Avenue.  Lake Avoca, with boats  for rent and
beer gardens  for refreshment,  attracted pleas-
ure-seekers  from all parts of the city.  In  1909
the ten-year-old Butte Country Club moved to
a site next to the lake and laid out a new golf
course.  Bu the late  1910s the Flat had enough
residents  to  warrant  construction  of  several
grammar schools.27

Butte's    working-class   neighborhoods   were
vigorous,  fascinating  districts,  but  they  were
also overcrowded, unsanitary,  and noisy.  In a
memoir of the East Side Frank Carden evoked
the cacophony that was an ever-present part of
the landscape. Northern Pacific steam locomo-
tives  with  "bells  ringing  and  whistles  blow-
ing"  shunted  card between  coalyards  and  the
warehouse   district.   Blacksmiths,   machinists,
and boilermakers noisily executed repairs and
maintenance work at the nearby Great North-
ern Railway roundhouse.  Steam-driven vibra-
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tors  launched  booming  attacks  on  frozen  ore
in the Belmont Mine's ore bins, breaking it up
to be dropped into cars of the Butte, Anaconda
and Pacific Railway.  Stationary steam engines
running mine hoists  and turning the  creaking
sheave  wheels   at  the  top   of  gallus   frames

::¥ee£:tefe°epse£:iesdoftwmefnn?r-si9Fr hours  a day

East and West Sides were different worlds in
early-twentieth-century   Butte.    West    Siders
had horses and buggies and then automobiles.
East  Siders  walked  or  took  the  trolley.  West
Side children had store-bought toys;  those on
the East Side improvised with scraps of wood
and metal they found  or  stole  from the mine
yards. A daughter of a shift boss stuck out like
a sore thumb in Dublin Gulch.  With only one
sibling  and  a  father  who  made  more  money
than  most  of  his  neighbors,   she  got  "new
shoes, dresses, coats, caps, scarves, and all for
school"  rather  than  the  hand-me-clowns  with
which  most  children  made  do.  Workers  and
their  children  organized  their  social  life  ac-
cording to a complex web of class and ethnic-
ity.  Catherine Hoy observed that for the most
part,  everyone  in  her  neighborhood  lived  ac-
cording to unspoken yet collectively acknowl-
edged  norms:  "They  didn't  try  to  outdo  the
other one. If you did, you got into trouble . . . if
they thought you were a little richer than they
were,    they   wouldn't   associate   with   you.
They'd think,  `What the  heck,  she's  too  rich
for me. 9%29
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Notes (for full bibliography, please refer to
Murphy's book published by University of
Illinois Press)
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Kwitny,  "The  Great  Transportation  Conspiracy,"
20.   M.H.   Coyne  to  Jeannette  Rankin  (hereafter
cited as JR), 5 May  1917, Jeannette Rankin Papers
(hereafter cited as JR Papers), box  11, file 3, Mom-
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States."
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adopted by a number of landladies  and landlords,
who  have  refused  to  give  them  any  information
whatever.  Butte  is  the  worst place  I  have  had  in
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1920,1.

]9 U.S.  Department of the Interior,  Census Office,
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1910,   9;   Pentilla   interview,    15-16,   33-34;   472cz-
co#c7cz   SZcz73c7czrd   15   February    1920,   5;   unrefer-
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27. Mure|  L.  Roberts,  interview  by  Ray  Calkins,
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the  Flat,  see  Ore,  "Suburban  Schools  in  Butte,
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28  Carden,  "A  Walk  from  S.  Gaylord  Street,"  17-

18.

29  MCHugh,  "Gulch  and  I,"  2;  Hoy  interview,  24-

28;   01ga   Sontum,   interview   by   Ray   Calkins,
Butte,  February  1980,11,15.  This  attitude  of not
outspending    one's    peers    reflects    the    early-
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Women and Domestic Consumption" and suggests
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We do our work for an Englishman
And room with a French Canuck.
We board at a Swedish restaurant,
Where a Finnlander cooks our chuck.
We buy our clothes off a German Jew
And our shoes off a Russian Pole.
And we trust our hope in a Roman pope
To save our Irish soul.

Anonymous,  recalled  by  Kevin  Shannon  and  recorded  in
7lfoe Specw/czfor, Vol. 2, no.  1, Winter 1985, Jim Tracy, ed.

Copper miners, Butte, Montana,  September  1942. Photo by Russell Lee. Farm Security Administration -Office of
War Information Photograph Collection (Library of congress), LC-USW3-008248-D
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BUTTE,1950-2009: DECLINE, LOSS, AND
THE F3ISE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION
AND CULTURAL TOURISM

Richard I. Gibson
Butte Citizens for Preservation and Revitalization
rigibson@earthlink.net

The  fates  of Butte  and  the  Anacondatch°r°omu%::¥t::::ofL:hseeL¥othe:te¥in;i
and  like  all  mining  towns  Butte's  economy
followed the rises and falls in demand for cop-
per. As the Anaconda Company began to de-
velop  its  reserves  in  Chile  in  the  1920s,  and
with the  sharp  decline  in the  price  of copper
following World War I, Butte's long sustained
boom turned into a decline.

Official   population   figures   (below)   in   the
1900s  to  1930s  probably  underestimated  the
actual count, and the number of residents fluc-
tuated  rapidly  especially  in  the   1910s.  Esti-
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mates  of  the  peak  population  in   1917-1918
range from 85,000 to over 100,000.

Despite the decline, Butte remained an impor~
tant mining center.  Significant strikes, includ-
ing a 1959 shut-down that lasted more than six
months, reflected changes in economic condi-
tions  and resulted in mines  closing and never
re-opening-the     Anselmo,     for     example,
closed permanently in 1959. The Berkeley Pit,
begun in  1955,  was the  focus  of most opera-
tions by the late  1960s, and most underground
operations had ended by 1975 or earlier.

The growth-and anticipated growth-of the
Berkeley Pit was perhaps the
most significant factor in the
way    Butte    evolved    after
World   War   11.    As   it   ex-

Year

panded    in    the    1960s    and
1970s,   the   Pit   gobbled   up
entire     neighborhoods-

3394i  34606    Meaderville,   MCQueen,   and
much     of    East     Butte-
dislocating    many    residents
and   uprooting    or   burying
treasured institutions  such as
churches  and  fraternal  halls
that had been centers of com-
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ANATOMY OF AN OPENHPIT MINE
Richard I. Gibson

8y  1955, when the Berkeley Pit began,  costs
of  underground  mining  had  begun  to  out-
weigh  the  value  returned.  Even  excavating

whole rooms underground meant that all that material
had to come up through a series of bottlenecks-the
shafts of the underground mine systems.

The   Berkeley  Pit  be-
gan  in  July  1955  near
the   old   Berkeley   un-
derground   mine.   The
Berkeley    and    Rarus
Mines    exploited    the
Berkeley  vein,  an  im-
p ortant          northwes t-
southeast    mineralized
zone   that   cut   across
the     rich     Anaconda
vein  system.  The  eco-
nomic    advantage-in
the  face of low grades
of  ore-was  that  ore
could  be  mined  using
power     shovels     and
giant     dump     trucks,
rather   than   the   com-
plex,   dangerous,    and
localized       operations
underground.

Retired     underground
miners   in   Butte   will
tell  you  that  the  men
and       women       who
worked  in  the  Berke-
ley   Pit   weren't   min-
ers-they  were   truck
drivers  and  mechanical
produced more  copper,
hauled up the shafts.

The pit  is  about  1]/2  miles  wide  (left  to  right  as  you
look at it from the Viewing Stand) and a mile north-
south. Nearly  1,800  feet deep at the high wall on the
northwest face, more than half that depth is now filled
with water.

shovel  operators.  But  they
faster,  than  could have  been

By  the  time  the  Berkeley  Pit  ceased  operations  in
1982,   something   over   1   billion  tons-two  trillion
poundsutf  material  had  been  removed.  With  ore
averaging less than  15 pounds of copper per ton, that
still  means  that  around  15  billion  pounds  of copper
came  from  the  Berkeley  Pit,  more  than  half the  23
billion pounds produced to date from all Butte's min-
ing operations.

When  mining  ended,
pumps  that  kept  the
underground  system,
including  the  Berke-
ley    Pit,    dry,    were
turned off. The water
here        i s        natural
ground    water,    and
the  pit  is  the  lowest
point   in   the   water
system-so      every-
thing       underground
drains  to  here,  like  a
bathtub drain. And as
in mines everywhere,
when  water  contacts
sulfide    minerals    in
the  rock  it  reacts  to
fomi    sulfuric    acid.
The  pH  (acidity)  of
Berkeley Pit water is
about  2.3,  similar  to
stomach acid.

Water    is    currently
entering   the   pit   at
about   1,800   gallons

per   minute,    or   2]/2
million    gallons    per
day,  resulting  in  the
lake's  depth  increas-

ing   by   about   1/2   foot  per  month.   At   that   rate,   a
``critical  water  level"  -where  ground water  could

flow away from the pit in the subsurface-would be
reached  about  the  year  2020.  Before  that  happens,
water will be diverted and treated in the water treat-
ment plant that went online in 2003.

As you look across the pit from the viewing stand on
Continental   Drive   near   the   east   end   of  Mercury
Street,  you  see  a  large building  with what  look  like
two  green  smokestacks.   Those  green  cylinders  are
actually silos full of antacid:  limestone, the same ba-
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sic ingredient in over-the-counter acid reducers. Wa-
ter flowing into the pit is treated there and sent to the
Weed concentrator to help process ore from the Con-
tinental  Pit  to  the  east.  The  concentrator  facility  is
named  for  Clyde  E.   Weed  (1890-1973),   a  mining
engineer  who  was  President  and  CEO  of the  Ana-
conda Company from 1956 to  1964.

The  water  treatment  plant,  built  and  operated  by
ARCO as part of its remediation work in the region,
reduced the rate of increase in pit water by four to six
inches  per  month,  and  pushed  the  time  the  critical
water  level   is   approached  back  by   several   years.
Eventually,  the  water  treatment  plant  will  treat  pit
water itself, but there is no plan to empty the pit of its
37  billion  gallons  of water.  Treatment  will  simply
maintain a status quo-and the pit will likely remain
the deepest body of water in Montana, and treatment
will be needed in perpetuity.

The  story of a flight of several hundred  snow geese
landing in the pit and dying is true. Also true is some
exciting   new   research   by   Montana   Tech
chemists  Don  and  Andrea  Stierle,  who  have
isolated microbes unique to the pit water that
show promise as bioactive agents against sev-
eral forms of cancer.

After  the  Berkeley  Pit  shut  down  in   1982,
Butte's  economy  continued  a  downward  spi-
ral  and  many  jobs  disappeared.   Mining  re-
turned, however, in  1986, when Montana Re-
sources bought from ARCO some of the min-
eral properties formerly owned by Anaconda.
They  opened  a  smaller  pit  to  the  east,  the
Continental Pit.

Montana Resources'  Continental  Pit employs
about  350  workers  and  moves  about  55,000

The  Continental  Pit  shut  down  in  2000  because  of
low copper prices (around 60¢ per pound) and expen-
sive  electricity,  but  reopened  in  2003  with  a  much
more rosy economic outlook.  Sustained surges in the
price  of copper ®eaking  at over $4.00 per pound in
2006) and molybdenum ($25-$35 per pound in 2005-
2006,  up  from  $2.60  per pound  in  1999)  are  driven
by  third-world  industrialization,  especially  in  China
and India.

Although in the early  1900s  one-third of all the cop-
per produced in the world came  from Butte, vast re-
serves  in  Chile  make  that nation  the  world's  copper
leader todaylhile produces more than one-third of
all  the  world's  copper.  For  the  entire  20th  century,
the  United  States  was  the  leading  consumer of cop-
per,  but  in 2002  China took over that role.  And for
much of the 20th century, the US was self-sufficient
in copper, but in 2007, the US was dependent on im-
ports for 400/o of the copper it consumed. Most of the
copper imported into the US comes from Chile, Can-
ada, Peru, and Mexico.

Uptown Butte                    BERKELEY PIT

D
D •'-I

I.. .`.I.I.. •.,........I....I." .I......,

=,
a=aa

~

Grou>dwaterCX)

TableShafts&Tunnels(schematic)

Sh

\
afts go down to 5300 ft

tons  of material per day-some  of their haul  trucks
can carry 240 tons.  The ore is  low-grade, only about
0.3%  copper,  or  six  pounds  per  ton.  The  mine  also
produces  molybdenum,  an  important  alloying  agent
for steel, at not quite one pound of moly per ton.

The ore removed from the Continental Pit goes to the
concentrator,  where  crushing  and  chemical  flotation
processes yield fine concentrates of molybdenum and
copper.  The  concentrates  are  sold  to  metal  traders
and  shipped  to  smelters  and  refineries  in  Belgium,
Japan, China,  and the United States for final produc-
tion of pure metals.  Some copper is also produced by
precipitating it from Berkeley Pit water.

Berkeley Pit water system.
Modified from Pitwatch.org by Richard Gibson.

Berkeley Pit (195511982)
1 I/2 miles wide .  1  mile across

1800 feet deep
900+ feet of water (2007) . pH ~2.3
Getting deeper at I/2 foot per month
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munities  for generations.  While  many people
remain   bitter   about   the   forced   relocation,
some  appreciated the  opportunity to  move  to
neighborhoods  on  the  Flats  or  on  the  West
Side that were cleaner and away from the in-
dustrial  aspects  of  the  Hill,  where  in  some
cases inines and mine dumps were literally in
many back yards.

Anticipation that the Pit would eventually ex-
pand to take out the entire uptown district led
to serious neglect. It was difficult for building
owners  to  care  about  upkeep  or  renovations
when it was assumed that within a few years
they would be forced to sell out at pennies on
the dollar. This fear, combined with the ongo-
ing economic decline, probably contributed to
the many fires in Uptown Butte from the late
1960s    to    the    1980s.    Several    dozen    fires
claimed  landmarks  large  and  small.   Of  the
fires,  14 were known to be  arson, but no  one
was ever charged for any of the crimes. There
was  widespread  presumption  that  they  were
insurance-fraud  fires,  a  claim  that was  never
proven and was vigorously denied. Other con-
flagrations  likely  came  from  the  ongoing  ne-
glect~unused   upper   stories   became   store-
rooms  for  flammable  materials  in  buildings
whose   electrical   systems   were   perhaps   80
years old, or older.

In  1972,  a detailed urban planning  study was
commissioned   that   accommodated   the   ex-
pected  removal  of the  entire  uptown  district
by relocating it to various "New Town" 1oca-
tions  on  the  Flats  or  several  miles  west  of
town  along  Interstate  90.  The  plan  accepted
the  idea that  all  of what  is  now  historic  Up-
town Butte would have been lost.

The  1970s brought news with mixed blessings
and blows for Butte. The Anaconda Company
was nationalized in Chile.  Over the course of
1969-1971, the Company lost about two-thirds
of  its  copper  production.  Initially  some  felt

SAVED:  The  O'Rourke  (Quartz  at  Alaska  Street;  see
also page  124) was saved by volunteers who paid back
taxes  and  commissioned  a  structural  analysis  of  the
building. Photo courtesy Butte CPR.

that  this  could  be  good  news  for  mining  in
Butte,  refocusing  the  Company's  efforts  lo-
cally,  although that would have  likely meant
the end of Uptown Butte (see above). Nation-
alization in Chile and Mexico, combined with
strong international competition and generally
low  copper prices proved to be too much  for
the   Anaconda   Company,   and   in   1977   the
Company  was  acquired  by  the  oil  company,
Atlantic  Richfield  (ARCO).  The   1970s  also
brought  the  rise  of environmental  conscious-
ness in the United States, and a century of bad
mining  practices   in  western  Montana  were
seen   in   a  new   light-an  unfavorable   one.
Within  five  years   of  ARCO's  purchase  of
Anaconda, all mining operations ended; about
3400 miners lost their jobs when the Berkeley
Pit   closed   for  good  in   1982-83.   The  high-
priority  Super fund site,  extending  from Butte
120  miles  down  the  Clark  Fork  River,  was
established in  1983. During some of the dark-
est  economic  days  in  Butte,  1979  to  1985,  a
90-foot Statue was  erected on the East Ridge:
Our  Lady  of the  Rockies  was  built  entirely
through  volunteer  contributions  of materials
and labor, at least partly as a symbol of hope.

The  losses  of the  1970s  and  1980s  were  not
without value. In a  1981  report to a Washing-
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ton, D.C., conservancy group concerned about
the destruction of resources of significant his-
torical  importance,  Janet Cornish,  Director of
the  Urban  Revitalization  Agency,  wrote  that
"the  problems  of arson  and  vandalism  have

surfaced  as  a  unifying  force,"  in  part  as  the
community  began  to  recognize  the  value  of
historic  structures  to  economic  development.
Combined   with   ARCO's   announcement   in
1978  that any expansion would not "take  out
the  uptown,"  a  signal  seemed  to  be  sent  that
uptown Butte's historic buildings were worth
saving.

Expansion  of the  East Berkeley Pit by Mon-
tana  Resources  Co.  returned mining  to  Butte
in   1986,   but  never  on  the   scale   of  earlier
years, and the population continued to decline
until the 2000 census indicated an increase of
665  over ten years  earlier.  Tiny,  but the  first
population increase in a census since  1920.

In  1961,  soon after the National Park  Service
began  the  National  Historic  Landmark  pro-
gram, Butte was designated a NHL, and it was
expanded  in   1972  so  that  it  included  some
4,000  contributing  properties.  A  comprehen-
sive inventory of historic properties was  con-

LOST:  The  demolition  of the  miner's  cottage  at  516
West Granite  Street in 2005  created a hole in an other-
wise  mostly  intact  streetscape.  More  than  300  historic
properties were  lost between  1961  and 2006.  Photo by
Richard Gibson.
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ducted  in  the  1980s,  sponsored  by  the  Mon-
tana Historical  Society and the Butte Histori-
cal  Society.  A   14-year  effort  to  expand  the
landmark  to   include  Walkerville   and  Ana-
conda,  under  the  theme  of American  Labor,
was   led  by  Ellen  Crain   (Butte-Silver  Bow
Public Archives), Chere Jiusto (Montana Pres-
ervation Alliance), and many others, culminat-
ing  in  the  March  2006  announcement  of the
Butte-Anaconda National Historic Landmark.
The   174-page   text   of  the  NHL   expansion
nomination, written mostly by historian Derek
Strahn,  is  available  at  www.nps.gov/history/
nhl/designations/samples/mt/Butte-
Anaconda.pdf.

The  establishment  of the  World  Museum  of
Mining  in   1963  by  Butte's  Exchange  Club
announced   a   deep   appreciation   for  Butte's
heritage - both the physical artifacts, ranging
from   drill   bits   to   entire   buildings,   and   its
wildly diverse culture.

Other developments focusing on historic pres-
ervation and interpretation of the rich cultural
heritage of Butte included the establishment in
1994 of a grass-roots group, Butte Citizens for
Preservation  and  Revitalization  (Butte  CPR).
That group has granted over $23,000 in assis-
tance for facade improvements that honor the
historic character of Butte's buildings, and has
conducted   educational   tours,   repair   work-
shops, and written informative newspaper arti-
cles.   Butte   CPR   (especially   member   Mitzi
Rossillon)  was  also  instrumental  in  the  crea-
tion  of  a  developer's  packet  procedure   for
finding  owners  for properties the  county had
obtained   through   tax   delinquencies;    some
properties  have  sold  for as  little  as  $500  and
have been rehabilitated and returned to the tax
base.   Developer's  packet  sales  have  ranged
from simple miner's cottages to the four-story
circa-1910 Sears Building (32-40 East Granite
Street),  acquired for $10,000  and now (2009)
undergoing   a  multi-million-dollar  refurbish-
ment by a private developer. Actions by Butte
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LOST:  The  1917 Longfellow School,  on the Flats west
of Harrison Avenue in Butte, was demolished in 2007-
2008  despite  the  new  historic  preservation  ordinance.
The  building  was  one  of  only   16  individually  listed
National   Register  properties   in   Silver  Bow   County.
Photo by Richard Gibson.

CPR have also saved-at least temporarily-a
number of historic buildings in Uptown Butte,
including the Acoma (Broadway at Wyoming
Street),   the    O'Rourke    (Quartz   at   Alaska
Street),  and  the  business  block  at  Park  and
Wyoming  Streets.  Butte  CPR volunteers  also
started and continue to develop an on-line col-
lection of photographs and written histories of
local     buildings,     Virtual     Historic     Butte
(wiki.buttenhld.org).

The Mai Wah Society was established in 1992
and acquired two  important buildings  in Chi-
natown.  It promotes  and inteaprets Asian cul-
tural heritage  in the Intermountain West.  The
Butte-Silver     Bow     Urban     Revitalization
Agency  sponsored  an  archaeological  dig  in
Chinatown during the summer of 2007;  some
of the  more  than  60,000  artifacts  uncovered
will ultimately be displayed and interpreted at
the  Mai  Wah  Museum.  The  Montana  Gaelic
Cultural Society sponsors the annual An Ri Ra
Irish  Festival,  as  well  as  popular  immersion
programs in Gaelic language and culture. The
presence of the National Folk Festival in Butte
(2008-2010), the first time in 40 years the fes-
tival has been west of the Mississippi, has pro-

vided impetus for promotion and preservation
of  history  -  the  main  stage  is  beneath  the
Original Mine Head frame.

In  2004,  the  historic  speakeasy  beneath  the
sidewalk  at  the  Rookwood  Hotel  was  redis-
covered.  Historians  were  aware  of the  pres-
ence  of this  space,  but it had been neglected
for decades.  Appreciation for Butte's  historic
past   was   reviving,   and   within   weeks   the
speakeasy was opened as a museum. The tour
company  that  was  spawned  from  this  redis-
covery  now  organizes  excursions  throughout
Butte,  with  emphasis  on  historical  accuracy,
including  guided  tours  of seven  privately  re-
stored historic spaces.

Although  Butte  had  a  historic  preservation
ordinance,  it  had  no  significant  teeth  until  a
new comprehensive ordinance went into effect
in  March  2007.   The  new   ordinance   estab-
lished a Local Register for historic properties
with  clear  and  specific  guidelines  for  adher-
ence to design codes, and also empowered the
7-member  Butte-Silver  Bow  Historic  Preser-
vation Commission (HPC) to review all demo-
1ition  requests   on  historic  properties   every-

STABILIZED:  The  Dumas  Brothel  (45  East  Mercury
Street;  see  also  page  107)  got  a  new  roof and  critical
interior masonry restoration  in  2007-2008-a $37,000
project  funded  mostly  by  private  donations.  Photo  by
Richard Gibson.
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where  in the  County  except Walkerville.  The
HPC also applies its design review to historic
properties that receive financing through local
government  organizations  such  as  the  Urban
Revitalization Agency.

In 2006 and later, final settlements of lawsuits
for  environmental  damage  brought under the
Superfund  law  decades  earlier began  to  pro-
vide  significant  monies  for  Butte  to  restore
and remediate some of its environmental prob-
lems.  A citizen panel established in 2006, the
Butte  Restoration  Alliance,  studies  problems
and  advises  the  city-county  and  other groups
on  recommended priorities  on  issues  broadly
related to  restoration,  including historic pres-
ervation,   recreation,   neighborhood  enhance-
ment, and environment.

Despite  some  hard-fought  losses  and  incom-
plete  streetscapes,  Butte  retains  a  remarkable
number of its historic homes and commercial
buildings.  The biggest battle  locally is proba-
bly in convincing residents of the value of the
whole, and how it far exceeds that of an indi-
vidual  house  which  most  might  perceive  as
"common,"  even  worthless.  Conferences  like
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the  Vemacular  Architecture  Forum  provide
evidence   of  the   appreciation   for   and   lend
credibility   to   the   study   of  simple   miner's
homes and other vernacular landscapes.
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IN PROGRESS, 2009:  The historic business block at the southwest comer of Park and Wyoming  Streets has lost
its  roof,  but  aggressive  efforts  to  save  it  and return it to  use  are  in the  works.  Left photo  shows  detail  of ghost
sign-the Miners Union Bar was in business from 1942 to  1954. Photos by Richard Gibson.
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Copper miners in Butte. Photo by Arthur Rothstein, summer 1939. Farm Security
Administration, LC-USF33-003110-M5.
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THE F.INNEY HOUSE IN NEVADA CITY, MONTANA AND
THE NOTION OF-HERITAGE lkANSFORMATION

Dr. Kingston Win. Heath] and Dr. Randall May Heath2
1 University Of Oregon, kwheath@IAoregon. edu
2 University Of North Carolina, Charlotte

The   early   Rocky   Mountain   mining
camps   displayed   environments   dra-
matically   transformed   by   temporary

occupants  in  their  search  for  wealth  in  the
form of gold or speculative ventures of vari-
ous  kinds.  As  such,  the  development  of any
given mining camp was inextricably linked to
the  magnitude  and  quality  of  its  mineral
deposits.  Paralleling a camp's rite of passage
from tent town to an established urban center
or, if unsuccessful, a ghost town, peoples' des-
tinies and a region's cultural identity lay in the
balance.  The   so-called  "Finney  House"   in
Nevada City, Montana offers a layered con-
textual  view  important  to  our  understanding

The research for this article was made possible through
a  Personal  Services  Grant  between  the  Montana  Heri-
tage   Commission   and   Kingston   Win.   Heath,   Ph.D.,
Principal Investigator and Director of the Graduate Pro-
gram in Historic Preservation at the University of Ore-
gon.

Special  thanks to the  other members  of our team:  Pro-
fessor  Thomas  Hubka,  The  University  of Wisconsin,
Milwaukee; Dr. Kirk Ranzetta, Adjunct Professor, Uni-
versity  of  Oregon  and  Project  Scientist/Architectural
Historian  for  Entrix  Environmental  Consultants;  Ran-
dall May Heath, Associate Professor Emeritus, the Uni-
versity    of   North    Carolina,    Charlotte;    and    Leslie
Jehnings,   Graduate   Student  in  Historic   Preservation,
University of Oregon.

of the  ten  gold  mining  camps  that  stretched
fourteen miles along the ore-rich Alder Gulch
(fig.  1).I  This  essay  explores  the  transforma-
tion,  over time,  of the  changing  fortunes  and
identity  of Place  through  one  of its  built  re-
sources.  In  doing  so,  the  mission  of heritage
conservation  is  re-examined through  the  lens
of  feerz./czge   /rcz7?s/'/or77zcz/z.o72.   This  perspective
speaks to the importance of the collective his-
tories  embedded  in  a  site,  as  opposed  to  the
conservation  principle  of an historic  resource
being a "closed container for history." 2

Fig.I.  July 4,1865  photograph  of Nevada City,  look-
ing north.  The Finney House is not discemable but the

photo  indicates  a larger number of mining  cabins  situ-
ated   around  the   commercial   core.   Source:   Montana
Heritage Commission Archives.
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PERIOD  I:   Formative  Years  of  Virginia
City and Nevada City

What  is  now  southwestern  Montana  under-
went  exponential  development  and  multiple
cartographic  identities  within just  two  years.
At  the  time  of the  first  major  gold  strike  in
July  1862  on  Grasshopper  Creek,  "Bannack
City" was actually a part of Washington Terri-
tory.   By   March   1863,   Bannack   had   been
shifted  to  the  Idaho  Territory,  only to  be  re-
designated fourteen months later as the territo-
rial  capital  of Montana Territory through the
legislative  efforts  of Judge  Sidney Edgerton.3
Such was the speed and magnitude that distin-
guished  urban   development   on   the   mining
frontier.

Seventy-five  miles  east  of Bannack, prospec-
tors  William  Fairweather  and  Henry  Edgar
unwittingly   stumbled   upon   some   of  Mon-

:annoaj:hr£?6::;:r9,°i:rdteopb°as;tcsoaitohneeyy?4a8:nedMf:;
26,  1863  snow  was  melting  off of the  Ram-
shom (now Tobacco Root) Mountains and fill-
ing Alder Gulch with  spring runoff.  Virginia
City and nearby Nevada City were about to be
born.

In the wake  of the twelve mining claims  and
water  rights  staked  out  by  the  Fairweather
party  on  May  30,   1863,  some  two  hundred"stampeders"  relentlessly  followed  the  Fair-

weather party as they returned to Alder Gulch
from Bannack with rumors of a horse-load of
gold  with  which  to  purchase  provisions  for
new  diggings.  The  rush  was  on.  By  June  2,
1863,  this  new  infusion  of mining  hopefuls
from  the  gold  camp  of Bannack  had  staked
their  claims  and  set  up  camp.  As  an  early
Montana  historian,  N.P.  Langford,  described
the situation: "Hundreds of tents, brush wake-
ups  [wikiups]  and rude cabins  ..." were  scat-
tered through Alder Gulch, changing the land-
scape  as trees were cut,  and alder and choke-

cherry brush cleared to provide wood for the
rockers, shelters, and heating fuel.

Much  has  been  written  about  Virginia  City
and the subsequent growth of the other camps
that lined Alder Gulch in the months  follow-
ing the initial strike. Little, however, has been
written on the  specific nature of the architec-
tural development of these camps beyond the
extensive focus on Virginia City-a National
Historic  Landmark.5 Nevada  City,  one  of the
satellite  mining  camps  of Virginia  City  (and
aspirant  for  Montana's  first territorial  cap
when  President  Lincoln   signed  the  bill   on
May 26,1864), is located a mile and a half to
the north. Today, an extant row of what began
as miners' cabins toresently known as the Fin-
ney  House,  the  Finney  summer  kitchen,  and
the  Richard  cabin)  were  constructed between
1863   and   1864   as   part   of  the   burgeoning
camp.  These  architectural resources represent
three  of  the  remaining  eleven  Nevada  City
buildings to  survive the various  stages of Ne-
vada  City's  evolving  history  (figs.  2-6).  Col-
lectively, they  stand as  exemplars  of first pe-
riod settlement residences and adapted frontier
forms expressive of one of Montana's earliest
mining enterprises.

A July 4,1865 photograph of the east side of
Nevada  City  depicts  a  well  developed  com-
mercial  and residential  district just two  years
after the initial staking of miners'  gold claims
(refer to fig.1). Such images of bustling activ-
ity  and  commercial  development  as  depicted
above  are misleading,  though,  with regard to
urban  self-sufficiency  and  social  well-  being
during the  first years  of a camp.  Unlike  agri-
cultural  settlements  that  gradually  developed
an  infrastructure  for  the  provision  of  daily
needs  and civic  operation,  the  isolated camps
that  sprang up  wherever mineral  riches  were
discovered  were  totally  dependent upon  sup-
plies   transported   into   the   camp   at  inflated
prices either by "jerk lines" (mule teams con-
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Fig. 2.  West Elevation, Finney Summer Kitchen. Photo: K. Heath.

Fig.  4.  View,  Finney House with  accretions,  looking northwest.
c.  1864 cabin located at center. Photo: K. Heath.

Fig.   5.   View   looking   southeast,   Richard   Cabin   c.    1863-64.
Photo: K. Heath.
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Fig.   3.   Finney  Summer  Kitchen,  drawing,
east  elevation  and  plan.  Drawing:  Nevada
City Research Team.
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Fig. 6. Richard Cabin, east elevation and plan
(oriented  east-west).  Drawing:  Nevada  City
Research Team.
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were  large  profits  to  be  had  by  "mining  the
miners."

Accordingly, by early  1864, George P. Dorris
built  a  two-story  building  on  the  comer  of
what would become  the  main  intersection  of
Virginia City defined by Wallace and Jackson
Streets.7 Where   once   string   and   jerk   lines
made their way into the  fledgling  camp with
supplies, other merchants quickly joined Dor-
ris' initial venture and defined a linear path of
commercial enterprises that straddled the ma-
jor roadway leading to and from the diggings.
Heavy  freight wagons,  preceded  by  eighteen
to  twenty  yokes  of oxen,  often  blocked  the
main   thoroughfare   of  Wallace   Street   off-
loading  goods  to  the  rudimentary  shops,  or
auctioning the goods off in place.

Virginia  City's  population-during  its  one-
year transformation  from  tent  town  to  boom
town-supported   various   businesses   (many
operated  by  Jewish  merchants)   including  a
bakery, saloon, blacksmith shop, brewery, ho-
tel, restaurant, and livery stable. Such descrip-
tors  for  commercial  growth  belie  the  overall
shoddiness with which these first business en-
terprises were constructed, because the owners
of these expedient enteaprises did not focus on
town building;  instead,  they  aimed at provid-
ing  necessary  services  before  other  competi-
tors did. No one knew when the ore would run
out.  Generally,  both the  miner  and merchant
wanted  to  make  their  fortunes  and  return  to
the  "States"  with  their  financial  security  as-
sured.

To achieve that goal, getting supplies, passen-
gers,  and mail in and out of the camp by the
most  efficient  means  was  of  critical  impor-
tance to the daily survival of the mining com-
munity.  To  serve  the  pressing  needs  of  the
mining   camp,   traders   and   teamsters   were
among  the  early  arrivals.  One  of these  team-

sters was Frank Finney, the future occupant of
the Fehring log cabin in Nevada City.

By 1864, it is estimated that ten thousand peo-
ple lived and labored along the fourteen miles
of the Alder Gulch diggings. To accommodate
their   expanding   construction   needs,   milled
lumber from Cover and Perry W.  MCAdow's
lumber mill  on Granite  Creek,  the Kohl 1um-
ber yard at the foot of Wallace Street, and An-
ton M. Holter's White Pine Lumber Company

¥:tradbsL££snhevd::8]£nnfaad:££t%n:nqdur;Vas::n:,i?wwa:::
works,   Montana's   first  newspaper,   A4lo77/cz72cz
Pob/, and subscription schools served Virginia
City  and Nevada  City  at this juncture  of the
camp.   While   commercial   pragmatism   and,
occasionally,  pretense began to  transfomi the
outward  appearance  of Wallace  and  Jackson
Streets as a result of improved building mate-
rials,  the  residential  realm  clearly  lagged be-
hind.  The Reverend Hough  described the ur-
ban maturation of Virginia City by early  1865
as  follows:  "...  a city of ten thousand inhabi-
tants, and not a frame or plastered house in it,

Pnust,c£:i:]s;i:gft:fdtfe:trs6:fsu£::u:;,fi:gr]s:,ggcab_

Though  many  mining  and  commercial  inter-
ests  were  diverted  125  miles  north  after  the
new  gold  discovery  in  Last  Chance   Gulch
(later Helena)  on  July  14,  1864,  the  suprem-
acy of the Alder Gulch diggings is  evidenced
by   the   relocation   of  Montana's   Territorial
Capital  from  Bannack  to   Virginia  City  on
February  7,  1865.  Legislative  meetings  were
held  in  various  rented  roolns  along  Wallace
Street.  Virginia  City's  population  was  at  its
peak  with  about  5,000  inhabitants  animating
the yet ill-defined grid pattern of its streets.

It has been estimated that by  1866,  sixty mil-
lion  dollars  in  gold  had  been  removed  from

£::::geugLrcehe,t#::g£££::::iro::nd[engmi:i:'gt3e:
gan in January  1864 in Summit to the south of
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Virginia City;  an  1866  stamping mill  (s/cz7%ps
were  the  huge piston-like  shafts  used  to  pul-
verize the rock in quartz mining)  is  extant in
Union  City  also  south  of Virginia  City.  The
following year, hydraulic mining  (first devel-
oped  in  Califomia  in  1853)  used  pressurized
water to  wash away  large  amounts  of gravel
and  dirt from rock formations  through  sluice
boxes.  Sluice  boxes  were  a  larger version  of
the  rocker  that  was   comprised   of  wooden
"boxed"  sections  about  fifteen  feet  long  and

one to four feet wide.  Arranged on an incline
so that water could wash down the box,  gold
-due to its greater specific gravity-sunk to
the bottom as it washed over riffles along the
box.  The  dramatic  introduction  of hydraulic
mining-as both  a technologically more  effi~
cient, but mineral wasteful, mining strategy-
signaled  the  shift  from  the  collective,  unpre-
dictable, efforts by individual prospectors that
marked the  early  days  of the  strike  to  colpo-
rate investors and paid employees working for
premium wages of six to eight dollars a day.

Nevada  City  residents  faired  no  better  than
those of Virginia City when it came to  living
accommodations.   It,   too,   had   a   bakery,   a
brewery,  a  lumberyard,  a  "livery,  feed,  sale,
and  stables,"  along with  a multitude  of other
businesses.  Stage  service  stopped  there  three
times  a  week  along  the  Virginia  City-Utah
Road.   Its   cabins,   on  the   other  hand,   were
strictly  rudimentary  shelters,  providing  mo-
mentary respite from the long arduous days of
placer  mining.  Floors  were  of tamped  earth,
windows  of  muslin  cloth,  heat  provided  by
sheet metal and cast-iron stoves,  and roofs  of
saplings   tightly   bunched   together   to   limit
seams   and  covered  with  canvas   or  buffalo
hides, then stacked with heaps of dirt within a
framework   of   sapling   "nailers."   Both   the
Richard cabin and the Finney summer kitchen
measured   approximately   sixteen   by   twenty
feet each with an offset door and one flanking
window  to  its  left.  The  half-dovetail jointed
log  cabins  faced  the  main  street  (west),  used

split saplings as chinking with clay daubing to
seal the thermal leaks between the logs. Roof
pitches  were  low  to  maximize  interior  heat
during winter months and to limit the run off
of piled soil (see figs. 2 & 3, 5 & 6).

According to the  1870 Government Land Of-
fice plat map,  another sawmill was built, this
time in Junction City, a few miles north of Ne-
vada City. This mill likely provided planks for
sluice  boxes,  as  well  as  flooring  (in  lieu  of
tamped earth),  sawn siding and roofing mate-
rial  for  the  rude  cabins  of the  initial  settle-
ments.  [Improvements, such as the board-and-
batten roofing added to the new roof pitch of
the Fehring cabin in Nevada City likely came
about through  the  local  availability  and,  pre-
sumably,  lower cost of such materials  by the
1880s.]

The   1870  government  map's  designation  of
the "Road to Helena" for the former Virginia
City-Utah  Road  was  perhaps  foreboding,  for
the U.S. Census of that year registers only 867
residents   in   Virginia   City.   A   demographic
shift appears  at this juncture, as well,  as fully
one-third  of that  number  was  comprised  of
Chinese  hired  as  day  laborers  to  work  the
sluice boxes.  Some worked abandoned claims
on their own, while others were hired as house
servants or operated camp laundries, gambling
dens,   and  brothels.   The  Chinese  population
was  spatially  segregated  to  the  lower  end  of
Wallace   Street,   where   the   lumberyard   and
"red  light"  district  were.  Extrapolating  from

the  decline  of Virginia  City's population  fig-
ures   (re-enforced   by   oral   testimonials   and
reminiscences from Montana pioneers), it can
be   surmised  that  Nevada  City's  population
declined commensurately.
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PERIOD  11:  1877-1883  (The  John  Fehring
Cabin, Nevada City)

The  same   1870  U.S.  Federal  Census  (p.22)
lists Frank Finney, a miner age thirty-three of
Vermont, owning $1000 in real estate and be-
ing  in  possession  of $150  of personal  prop-
erty.  Over the next five years, two more chil-
dren,  Cora and Alfred, joined their two  older
siblings  (William,  b.   1865,  and  Thomas,  b.
1867;  Thomas, however,  did not  survive  into
adulthood).   While   the   Finney   family   ex-
panded,  Virginia  City's  own  population  con~
tinued   to    dwindle    throughout   the    1870s,
prompting the relocation of Montana's territo-
rial  capital  to  Helena  in  1875.  Virginia  City,
the   county   seat   of  Madison   County   since
1864, returned to that status alone. In recogni-
tion of its new political designation,  and per-
haps  to  bolster  its  wounded  pride,  Virginia
City  citizens   elected  to  build  a  formidable
brick  county  courthouse  in  the  then  popular
Italianate   style.   Designed  by  local  architect
Lome 8.  01ds, the courthouse was completed
the following year.

Since  Nevada  City  was  never  platted,  little
documentation  exists  on  the  study  area  prior
to  Lawrence  and  Amanda  Fenner  conveying
the  property  presently  known  as  the  Finney
House to John Fehring for one dollar in  1879.
What z.s' known is that Fenner owned the par-
cel sold to Fehring as part of a quarter section
(160 acres) land holding that Fenner acquired
in  1878  from a federal mineral patent. Fenner
was listed as a miner in the  1870  census,  and
apparently  took  advantage  of Nevada  City's
depleted  population  by  acquiring  land,   and
more  importantly,  mineral  rights.   Lawrence
(also  spelled  Laurence)  Fenner  and  his  wife,
Amanda,     lived     in    Nevada    City.     Their
neighbors  were  John Fehring,  and Frank  and
Mary Finney and their family. The one dollar
friendly  sale,  therefore,  tc>  Fehring  may  have
been in response to payment for site improve-
ments (in the form of a log cabin) made prior

to the parcel being officially registered under
the federal mineral patent. No doubt, Fehring
built his cabin in the feverish days of the 1863
strike with little thought of laying legal claim
to  the  land  upon  which  his  cabin  was  built.
The pressing issue for miners was proving up
on their mining claims, not homesteading. The
"Finney  House"  was  likely  built  by  John  8.

Fehringbetween1863-1864.11

By way of background,  Lawrence Alexander
Fenner  was  born  in  1837  in  Durham,  New
York. He was formally trained as a civil engi-
neer.   In   1860,   he  joined  the   gold  rush  to
Pike's Peak, Colorado, spending four success-
ful  years  doing  placer  mining.  It  is  reported
that his land holdings there were later incorpo-
rated into Leadville, Colorado, but that he had
sold all of his properties prior to the  increase
in land values.  He moved to  Virginia City in
1864 and invested in some placer claims. Fen-
ner married Amanda Spicer in  1870. The U.S.
Federal  Census  for  1870  ®.  24)  lists  Law-
rence   A.   Fenner,   a   miner   of  New   York,
Amanda Fenner, "keeping house" (age 24) of
Pennsylvania.  The married couple  is  listed as
owning  no  property by  that  date,  but having
personal  property  valued  at  $500.  John  Ber-
nard  Fehr-ing  was  born  in  Germany  in  1828
and,   like   Fenner,   was   involved   in   mining
throughout  the  West,  in  San  Francisco,  Ne-
vada,    and   Montana.12   German   inhabitants
were second only to the Irish in the early years
of prospecting along the Gulch and during the
mercantile development along Virginia City's
commercial corridor.

John Fehring,  as  has been noted,  retained his
log  cabin  (now  legally  conveyed  to  him  by
Lawrence Fenner for one dollar as part of the
18771and patent).]3 The  metes  and bounds  of
the   property   spatially   defined   a   large   lot
whose   sides   measured   72',   200',   75',   and
200'.  Given the physical evidence of the  cur-
rent  so-named  Finney House,  the  middle  log
section probably dates to the circa  1863 Fehr-
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ing  building,  for  it  retains  many  of the  con-
struction  features  common  to  miners'  cabins
constructed during the early camp stage:  1ow-
pitched roof to retain snow pack for heat re-
tention inside the cabin, few windows, a brick
chimney flue  set over a wooden cabinet,  and
single-story  log  walls  set  on  random  rubble
footings (see the center section of fig. 4).

Though Virginia City' s population dropped to
634 in 1880, the arrival of the Utah and North-
ern-Union Pacific Railroad into Montana (via
Dillon  near  Barmack)  one  year  later  revital-
ized  lode  mining  along  the  Gulch.  The  main
line  connected  Corrine,  Utah  to  Butte,  Mon-
tana (by the  1880s a leading coxporate mining
stronghold,  having gone  from gold mining  in
the 1860s, to silver, and finally copper mineral
extraction). The Utah and Northern-Union Pa-
cific  Railroad was  the  first to  enter the  terri-
tory   in   December   26,   1881,   followed   two

years later by the completion of the Northern
Pacific Railroad on September 8,1883.

Anxious  to  profit  from  the  renewed  mining
activity in the  area and the business potential
of a structure located opposite a well-traveled
wagon   and   stage   road   to   Helena,   Fehring
likely  converted  his  log  dwelling  into  an  in-
come-producing   property.   It   is   conjectured
that to  maximize  the  wagon-loading  capacity
of the  site  that the  cabin  was  moved  further
back on the  lot.  In addition,  a vertical board-
and-batten false front was affixed to the gable-
ended  facade,  and  the  roof  pitch  increased.
The   new   board-and-batten   roofing   material
encased  the  former  dill  roof.  Both  the  evi-
dence of the original roof pitch and soil roof-
ing  material  is  extant under the  later roof.  A
portion  of this  false  front  still  exists  at  the
northwest  entrance  to  the  circa  1864  Fehring
cabin (see figs.  7,10,11).  Evidence of a circa
1881-1886  newspaper,  used  as  backing mate-
rial  for  the  new  false  front,  is  located  at  the
northwest comer of the cabin section.

PERIOD  Ill:   1883-1891   (The  Coad/Code
Family Occupation)

Perhaps in response to the new, but unpredict-
able,  economic interest in Nevada City, Fehr-
ing sold the dirt-roof log cabin located imme-
diately south of his cabin/store (referred to as
the  "Richard"  cabin  currently)  to  Ferdinand
Quivereaux for forty-five dollars]4 (see figs. 5,
6). Soon after the sale of the dirt-roof cabin to
Ferdinand  Quivereaux,  Fehring  sold his  store
and  lot  in  December  1883  to  a  Mrs.  Louisa
Coad  for  $400,15  liquidating  his  holdings  in
Nevada City entirely.

Coad's  husband,  Samuel  Coad  (also  spelled
Code)  and his brother-in-law  Richard  arrived
in America from the mining area of Comwall,
England in  1862.  They  came  to  Alder  Gulch
in  1868 and "worked the sluice boxes," likely
as  day  laborers.  Prior to  the  date  of the  pur-
chase  of  the  Fehring  cabin/store,  the  Coad
family lived in a one-room dugout built into a
hillside on squatter land in Vainey,  Montana.
According to reminiscences of a family mem-
ber,  the  Coad  family  "built  a three  room  log
home [in Nevada City].»16

This description could pertain to the log false-
front cabin the Coads purchased from Fehring,
and a new one-story, two-room addition to the
front, obscuring most of the former false-front
structure behind.  This addition may very well
have  been  built  from  logs  appropriated  from
an abandoned cabin as a result of the depopu-
lated  Nevada  City  mining  camp,  explaining
the  filled-in  door  or  fireplace  opening  on  its
southern  log  wall.   Such  cabins  were   often
moved or cannibalized for their seasoned logs
in this deforested area.

Additional  alterations  were  forthcoming.  The
1883  and  1884 newspaper backing on the sec-
ond  floor of the  Louisa  Coad house  suggests
the construction date for a second floor expan-
sion  soon  after  the  purchase  date,  and  adds
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Fig.   7.   Structural   evidence,   false-front   addition,
looking southeast. Photo: K. Heath.

Fig. 8. Finney House, west elevation. Photo: K. Heath.

Fig. 9. Finney House Study Area, site plan. Drawing: Nevada City Research Team.
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credence  to  the  presumption  of  an  adapted
building  form.  The  presence  of perhaps  two
other resident boarders besides her husband-
brother-in-law,  Richard,  and  Samuel's  busi-
ness  partner,  Joseph  Whitehead-may  have
prompted the expansion.  A four-foot-high log
knee  wall  and  a  common  rafter  system  pro-
vided  two  second-floor bedrooms.  There  is  a
noticeable  change  in the  log  end-notching  on
the upper logs of the knee wall as compared to
the  earlier wall beneath it.  On the  south knee
wall  of the  front bedroom, beneath one  layer
of muslin and one layer of fabric, and attached
directly to  a horizontal  sheathing plank is the
re:rnna:ut from the St. Louis Christian Adwocate
newspaper,   a  publication   of  the   Methodist
Episcopal   Church   based   in   St.   Louis.   The
newspaper is dated October 31,1883. A label-
ing   strip   attached   to   the   newspaper  reads,
"Mrs. Lucy Code." These two attic bedrooms,

connected by an interior door, were likely ac-
cessed through the  outside  rear  stairs,  as  evi-
denced by the "ghost"  framing marks  against
the  east  end  of the wall just below a second-
story plank  door.  At the  foot  of the  stairway
evidence  is  another  filled-in  door--this  time
cut  into  the  south  wall  of the  former  false-
front log building from the Fehring build; it is
likely that this entry provided access to a large
kitchen  for the  four (?)  adult residents  (Refer
to Fig. 4).

It is clear that the Coads viewed their home in
broader  terlns  than  their  immediate  domestic
needs,  for just  as  the  second  floor  expansion
of their home  was  being undertaken  in  1883,
Samuel   Coad   and   Joseph   Whitehead   pur-
chased the lot immediately to the south of the
Quivereaux ("Richard") dirt-roof cabin.  How-
ever, fate stepped in and Samuel Coad died in
1889.  The  Coad  estate  subsequently  sold  the
lot to Alicidi Richard.]7 The  same year, Rich-
ard acquired the dirt-roof cabin from the pro-
bated Ferdinand  Quivereaux  estate;  the  cabin
now adjoined Richard's recently purchased lot
to the south.18

PERIOD  IV:  1891-1951  (The  Finney  Fain-
ily Era)

Louisa Coad eventually sold her home in 1891

E°rraniheF£°n::i:fgLE::CuhgahseFf:£eF°ifrmse4y°°firts:
arrived in Virginia City shortly after the initial
gold  strike  and  is  listed  in  the  1870  Federal
Census  as  a miner,  by  the  1890  census  he  is
listed as a teamster. Born in Rutland, Vermont
and married to Mary Finney from Ireland, the
family of five moved into the expanded Coad
log  residence  and  began  to  shape  it  in  Zfeez.r
image.

The  timing  was  good.  Silver  and  gold prices
had risen during the  1880s  and the  early part
of the next decade. Following the downturn in
metal prices during the Panic of 1893, techno-
logical advances in mining coincided with the
economic  recovery  by  the  end  of the  decade
and  supported  economic  growth in the  Gulch
as  mining  was  once  again  revived.  The  most
significant technological shift in placer mining
methods  along  Alder  Gulch  was  large-scale
dredging.   The  Conrey  Placer  Mining  Com-
pany  based  in  Boston,  Massachusetts  estab-
lished  an office  in  Virginia  City  in  1898  and
constructed workers' housing in Ruby. Dredg-
ing  operations  along  Alder  Gulch  took  place
generally between  1899 and  1922. These were
large floating dredges.

This   era  of  mining  efflorescence,  however,
came   with   long-temi   costs.   The   combined
dredging efforts going back to  1899 destroyed
even more land features, created dredge pools,
and  destroyed  many  of  the   earliest  mining
communities   in  Alder  Gulch,   including  the
western commercial  edge  of Nevada  City.  In
contrast,  Virginia  City  survived relatively  in-
tact during this era, because the town had been
established  away  from  the   areas  containing
gold-bearing gravel.

This era of renewed mining activity benefited
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Frank Finney who, along with his son Alfred,
transported  goods.  Finney  trucked  coal  from
the town of Alder to Virginia City, wood from
Granite,   other  merchandise   to   the   adjacent

::y"dr:::ti::acnadripqsT2£5eTph:§S;?:y9oi°p:::p%n;
was  reflected  in  improvements  to  the  Finney
home. Providing a public face to the street, the
Finneys added clapboards over the west facing
log  wall,  disguising  its  more  humble  begin-
nings;   built   a   front   porch   with   simplified
"Tuscan" piers; and terminated the gable with

scrollwork  (fig.  8).  Wooden  fences  enclosed
the  lot  and  rows  of cottonwood  and  willow
trees were planted on either side of the house,
declaring   the    dwelling's   polite   residential
status  in  the  midst  of  a  disrupted  and,  un-
doubtedly chaotic, landscape.

Paralleling  these  minor,  but  meaningful,  aes-
thetic treatments were the enduring pragmatic
demands   common  to  western  agrarian  life.
The Finneys kept horses and cows in a fenced
work yard  immediately  to  the  north  of their
home  (fig.  9).  An  extant  fieldstone  well  pro-
vided  water  to  the  kitchen  through  the  side
entrance off of the work yard, provided water
for washday,  and offered easy access for wa-
tering livestock.  A clothesline was positioned
in the work yard as well. In keeping with local
land use  patterns,  the  former  1863-4  miner's
cabin toerhaps the Finney's  earlier residence)
to  the  north  of the  Finney house became  the
summer kitchen;  it was  defined as part of the
Finney  house  complex  by  being  enclosed  as
part of the fenced yard.  Both as  a part of the
family's food-ways system and as a means of
providing   additional   household   income,    a
stone cold-storage room was added to the east
end   of   the   kitchen   (the   original   Fehring
miner's  cabin).  Here,  Mary Finney made  and
sold  butter,  cream,  and  cheese  (see  the  far
right of fig. 4).

With regard to  the  house plan  (fig.  10),  with
three  children  and  two  parents  living  in  the

home, there was a dividing wall in the middle
first-floor room between the front "parlor" and
the kitchen.  It is believed that the window of
the middle room provided light and ventilation
for  the  parent's  bedroom.  The  middle  room
was also papered, as evidenced by the wallpa-
per remnants in the closet under the stairs and
behind the beaverboard covering on the north
hallway wall.  Opposite this room to the north
was  a  small  bedroom  ®erhaps  for  the  Fin-
ney's  daughter,  Cora).  A  hallway  separated
the  two  bedrooms  and  linked  the  kitchen  to
the front (street-facing) room off of the porch.
The two boys, William and Alfred,  likely oc-
cupied the two upstairs bedrooms built by the
previous occupants, the Coads.

Under  corporate  pressure   from  the   Courey
Placer Mining Company, the Northern Pacific
Railroad ran a feeder line to the town of Alder
--nine miles outside of virginia City. The line
stopped short of Virginia City because of the
dredging  operations  that  were  in  place.2[  In
addition to dredging operations that continued
into the  1920s, small crews that leased mining
claims  were  working  lode  claims  in  the  first
decade of the twentieth century. By  1915, the
Conrey Mining Company, with the aid of two
electric  dredges,  posted their best year bring-
ing  in  $800,000.  However,  with  the  suspen-
sion  of  dredging  operations  by  the  Courey
Mining Company in  1922,lean days followed
along the Gulch. The glow of the mining days
was  finally beginning  to  dim,  and  early par-
ticipants that helped to establish the character
and social history of Alder Gulch passed with
it.

Both Lawrence Fenner and Frank Finney died
in  Nevada   City   in   1915   and   Cora  Finney
moved  from  Adobetown  to  Nevada  City  to
take  care  of her  mother.  On  April  23,  1922
Mary Finney passed away at age eighty-three.
William,  the  Finney's  oldest  son,  Cora,  and
her youngest brother, Alfred, continued to re-
side   in   the   family   home.   Electricity   was
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Fig.       11       (right).       1863-1951

Building     sequence     drawings.
Drawing: Nevada City Research
Team.

Fig.  10  (left).  Finney  House,
first  and  second  floor  plans,
current  configuration.  Draw-
ing:   Nevada   City   Research
Team.
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added,   a  makeshift  shop  built  in  the  work
yard,  and  a  plank-frame  addition  was  built
onto  the  southern  end  of  Finney's  summer
kitchen at some point during the twenties and
thirties.   In   1935,  William  died.   Perhaps  re-
sponding to the need for subsistence  farming
to  support  the  family  during  the  Depression,
the two adjacent parcels to the south owned by
Richard were purchased in 1936 by the Finney
estate.22 0n July 27,  1936, and again on April
16,  1937,  Alfred signed a quit-claim deed for
one  dollar for his  share  of the Finney family

%°oTae(saenedfitg.eg*3°  adjacent  lots  to  his  sister,

As  happened  during  the  previous   1893  eco-
nomic panic,  lode mining was revived during
the  Great Depression  as  gold prices  climbed.
The  Humphrey's  Gold  Production  Company
from  Denver undertook  dredging  from  1935-
1937 and again between  1940 and  1941, until
a   1942  United  States  Executive  Order  sus-
pended gold mining as part of the war effort.
Though   silica   mining   continued,   Virginia
City's population fell to  380.24 Alder Gulch's
best days were over.

Sensing the imminent loss of Montana's fron-
tier-era mining heritage as Alder Gulch build-
ings  were  being  burned,  vandalized,  or  dis-
mantled for materials,  Charles Bovey, promi-
nent  Great  Falls,  Montana  rancher,  breakfast
cereal heir,  and  State  legislator  from  1942  to
1946,  turned his  attention  to  heritage  conser-
vation.   Following   in  the  tradition   of  other
post-World War 11  museums  that  endeavored
to tell America's story through buildings, arti-
facts,  and education in the  East (e.g.  Plimoth
Plantation and Sturbridge Village, both estab-
lished   1946   to   1947),   Bovey  purchased  an
1868  house  in  Virginia  City  in  1946  and be-

gan  its  restoration.  Between  1946  and  1978,
Bovey and his wife, Sue, developed one of the
first privately supported open-air museums in
the  West.  Among  his  acquisitions  were  the

Finney properties, purchased from Frank Fin-
ney's daughter, Cora, in 1951.

In  1961,  Virginia  City  was  designated  a Na-
tional  Historic  Landmark  and,  subsequently,
placed  on  the  National  Register  of Historic
places   in   1976.   Following  Charles  Bovey's
death in  1978,  Bovey Restoration,  Inc.  main-
tained  his  properties   as   a  tourist  site  until
1997,   when   the   Bovey-owned   historic   re-
sources in both Virginia City and Nevada City
were conveyed to the Montana Heritage Com-
mission.  In 2002, the Finney house was listed
individually on the National Register, though
partially  misattributed  as  the  home  built  and
[]£¥:£i::;:]]rs!ye[ybytheFinneyfamilyfrom

As  has  been  evidenced  by  the  sequence  of
husbands,  wives,   and  family  members  that
sold,  purchased,  built,   lived  in,  moved,  re-
built,  modemized,  and  designated  the  build-
ings  and their  context known  as  the  "Finney
House,"   this   resource's   cultural   expression
and historical significance is the result of co/-
/ec/z.ve social acts over the entire period of A1-
der Gulch's development. Woven into each of
the building' s many transformations are narra-
tives  to  be  told  of miners,  wives  and  friends
who were young, highly mobile,  haling from
different countries of origin, and different pro-
fessional backgrounds.  They were risk takers,
willing to traverse uncharted and remote parts
of the country in pursuit of mineral riches of-
ten  on  only  the  guarantee  of  rumors  of  a
strike.   Hence,   buildings   and   their   contexts
change  as  people's  ambitions,  opportunities,
and  resources  change.  The  built  environment
is  a  mirror  of such  human  interventions,  in
concert  with   the   natural   forces   that   shape
them,  and  should  be  interpreted  accordingly
(fig.  11).
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NOTES

I  There  were  six mining  districts  in Alder Gulch:

Highland,  Pine  Grove,  Summit,  Fairweather,  Ne-
vada,  and  Junction.  While  Virginia  City  was  the
hub of the Gulch, there were other trading centers
such  as  Junction,  Adobetown, Nevada  City,  Cen-
tral City,  Summit, Pine Grove, and Highland.  It is
estimated that  1500 to 2000 cabins  filled the gaps
between  and  on  both  sides  of Alder  Gulch  that
comprised the eight principal mining towns. At the
extreme   opposite   ends   of  this   string  of  towns,
Ruby (to the north) and Union City (to the south)
were  later  be  added,  forming  ten  towns  in  all.
La;Fry  Ba;Isness,  Gold  Camp:  Alder  and  Virginia
a.ty,    A4lo77/cr#cz    (New    York:    Hastings    House,
1962),  7-8,16-17.

2 Jam Kolen, Professor of Cultural Heritage at Am-

sterdam University, points to an international para-
digm shift in preservation theory and practice from
conservation  to  transformation.  Professor  Kolen,
in his  article  "Rejuvenation of the  Heritage,"  dis-
cusses how, prior to  the  last 20-25  years,  cultural
heritage  was  seen  as  "a  closed  container  for  his-
tory."  He notes: "The prevailing view was that the
value of an object lay in the significance it had had
in  the  past ....  Heritage,  it  seems  is  undergoing  a

process of democratisation, is becoming accessible
to an increasingly wider section of society.  This is
making  it  suitable  material  for building  networks
for   cultural   and   political   cooperation,   for   the
building of new, shared identities, and for generat-
ing  all kinds  of public participation.  Heritage  has
moved  from  being  a  fairly  closed  system  to  an
open  domain."  Jan  Kolen,  "Rejuvenation  of the
Heritage," "SCL4PE, Vol. 2, 2006, 50-53  quoted in
the lritroduction o£ Rooted in Change..  Christiana '
Reuse as Architectural Heritage, (Danish Forank-
ring   i   Forandring),   Arm  Tietjen,   Svava  Riesto,
Pemille  Skov  (eds),  Aarhus:  Architectural  Press,
2008.

A   "layered   contextual   approach,"   as   I   use   the
term,  is  a  multidisciplinary  approach  that  gauges
the collective forces that contribute to the shaping
of  a  particular   built   environment.   It   combines
American  Studies  analysis with a material culture
approach.   See   also,   my   discussion   of  "cultural
weathering"-the  collective  layers  of human  ac-

tion  over  time  that  define  the  nature  of  Place.
Kingston    Win.    Heath,    772e    Pcrfz.#cr    o/   P/c7ce

(Knoxville:  University  of Tennessee Press,  2001).
Discussions  of the  dynamic  nature  of vemacular
resources  appear in my  first two  chapters  of ye7'-
nacular  Architecture  and  Regional  Design:  Cul-
tural     Process     and    Errvironmental     Response
(Oxford: The Architectural Press, 2009).

3  For  more  specific  data  on  Montana's  political

and geographic identity, the following information
is  included  from  Burlingame's  A4o77fcz72cz  Fro72Zz.er

(as  cited  in  Grace  Bates,  Gcz//czfz.#  Co„72ty..  P/czces
& Things Present & Past, \994,I:X)..

The  present  area  of Gallatin  County,  east  of the
Continental  Divide  (northern  plains)  was  under
the  control  of the  Territory  of Indiana until  1805
when  it  became  the  Territory  of  Louisiana.  By
1812,  it  was  governed  as  the  Territory  of  Mis-
souri. When Missouri became a state in  1821, the
northwest region was designated as "Indian Coun-
try."   By  1854, Nebraska Territory supervised the
northern  plains.   In   1861,   the   Dakota   Territory
included the eastern part of Montana. Idaho Terri-
tory was  created  March  3,  1863  and  all  of Mom-
tana was included. The Territory of Montana was
formed,  May  26,   1864,  and  Montana  became  a
state, Nov.  8,1889.

Note:  Western Montana:
1843 - Clackamas District of Oregon
1845 -District of vancouver
1853 -Washington Terr. -Walla Walla Co.
1858 -Spokane County
1863 - Idaho Territory

For more information on Governor Sidney Edger-
ton,  see:  James  L.  Thane,  j4  Gover77or's  Wz/e  o#
Z¢e A4lz.72z.77g Fro72/I.er (Salt Lake:  University of utah
library,    1976),   Barsness,    16-17,   and   Kingston
Win.   Heath,   "Striving   for   Permanence   on   the
Western Frontier:  Vemacular Architecture as Cul-
tural  Informant  in  Southwestern Montana,"  Ph.D.
dissertation, Brown University,1985.

4 Members of the party of six present at the time of
"discovery"    were    William    Fairweather,    Tom

Cover,    Henry    Edgar,    Barney    Hughes,    Mike
Sweeney and Harry Rodgers. Of these prospecting
partners,  only  Fairweather  and  Edgar  made  the
initial discovery late in the day of May 26, wash-
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ing  out  $12.30  at  Bannack  gold  prices.  Barsness,
3-4.

5 Among  some of the  sources, both  scholarly  and

popular, that fix Virginia City and Alder Gulch in
the historical awareness and public imagination of
its  visitors  are the  following:   Nathaniel P.  Lang-
ford,  yz.gz./cz77/e Dc7ys  cz77c7  Wczys  (1890),  Richard 8.
Roeder,  ed.  (Helena:  American  and  World  Geo-
graphic   Publishing,   reprint    1996).    Michael   P.
Malone,   Richard  8.   Roeder,   William  L.   Lang,
Montana:   A  History  Of  Two   Centuries  (SeerJ:fhe..
University of washington Press,1976/1997). Dick
Paice,   Golden   Gulch:   The   Story   Of   Montana's
Fabulous Alder Gulch (Virginia Cky.. Bovey BLes-
torations,  1962).  Edwin  Ruthven  Purple, Perz./o2/s
Passage:  A Narrative  Of the  Montana Gold Rush,
/862-/863,  Kenneth  N.   Owens,  editor  (Helena:
Montana Historical  Society,1995).  Ken and Ellen
Sievert,  Virginia  City  and  Alder  Gulch  (Hctena,..
Montana Magazine and American and World Geo-
graphic  Publishing,   1993).  Dorothy  M.  Johnson,
The Bloody Bozeman:  The Perilous Trail to  Mon-
/cz72cz 'f  Go/c7   (Missoula:  Mountain  Press  Publish-
ing  Company,  1983).  Marilyn  Grant,  ,4  Gc/z.de  fo
Zzz.sforz.c   yz.rgz.72z.cz  a.fy  (Helena:  Montana  Histori-
cal   Society,   1998).   Vardis   Fisher,   Opal   Laurel
Hohaes,  Gold  Rushes  and  Mining  Camps  Of the
Ec7J~/y   4merz.cc77?    Wesf    (Caldwell:    The    Caxton
Printers,  Lt.,  1979).  Larry  Barsness,  Go/d Ccz"p..
Alder  and  Virginia  City,   Montana  O`ow  Yoir:.
Hastings   House,   1962).   Barbara  Fifer,   A4lo#fcz77cr
A4lz.#z.ng  G¢os/  row#s  (Helena:  Far Country  Press,
2002).

6 For specific figures for prices on goods sold and

purchased in both Barmack and Virginia City,  see
Kingston Heath, "Striving for Permanence  on the
Western Frontier:  Vemacular Architecture as Cul-
tural  Informant  in  Southwestern  Montana,"  doc-
toral  dissertation,  Brown  University,  1985.  For  a
detailed  discussion  of the  various  stages  of camp
development  see  Duane  A.  Smith,  Rocky  A4loe4#-
fczz.77  Adz.#z.ng  Cczmps   (Lincoln,  NE:   University   of
Nebraska Press,1967).

7   Barsness,   16.   Others   converted   log   cabins   to

stores   during  these   early  months   of  the   camp,
when  the  commercial  district  was  being  defined.
Timothy L.  Luce's  cabin is  said to be the  first to

become a business, the Mechanical Bakery.  Other
early businesses were built by Frederick Root and
Nathaniel  J.  Davis.  Henry  Morier  is  said to  have
built  the  first  saloon.  Dick  Pace,  Go/de7€  G#/cfe..
The  Story  of  Montana's  Fabulous  Alder  Gulch
(Virginia City: Bovey Restorations,1962),18.

8  A.M.  Holter's  reminiscences,  B#/fe  Adz.72er,  July

5,   1926.  Holter's  mill  was  on  Ramshom  Gulch
during  the  winter  of  1863-1864.  He  transported
lumber to  his  yards  in  Virginia  City  and Nevada
City.  According  to  Judge  Henry  N.  Pace,  sluice
boxes  were  built  as  early  as  June  1863  on  Fair-
weather bar. The first lumber hauled in from Ban-
nack cost $250 in gold for  1,000 board feet, Pace,
66.  As  a  result,  many  miners  chose  to  whip  saw
their own lumber.  This,  too, was  a good business
in the early months of the stampede. Two compe-
tent  sawyers  "could  whip-saw  100  feet  a  day  at
seventy-five cents a foot."  Cited in Barsness, 82.

9 A.  M.  Hough, "Establishment of Our Mission in

Montana. Notes from my Diary."  Newspaper clip-
pings   in   Montana   Historical    Society   Library.
Quoted in Barsness, 74-75.

]°  Judge  Henry  Blake,  former Editor  of the  A4lo77-

Zcz77cz Pos/, once estimated that $30,000,000 in gold
had been taken from the gulch in  1864 alone, and
that by  1866 the total was  $60,000,000.  Henry N.
Blake,  "Centennial  Address  on  Madison  County,
delivered July 4,1876." Contributions to the His-
torical  Society of Montana, Vol.11.  Helena,1896.
As Barsness notes, it is not only the richness of the
strike that inspires, but the vastness of its gold de-
posits; "It lay in an almost continuous bed stretch-
ing in a sixteen-mile ribbon .... Close to  a thousand
claims were staked along its bottom." 66.

"   Pioneer  Trails   and  Trials,   Madison  County>

/863 -/920 (Madison County Historical Associa-
tion, comp., Great Falls, MT:   Blue Print and Let~
ter  Company,   1976),  324-5.  For  more  on  Law-
rence Alexander Fenner see his papers at the Mom-
tana  Historical  Society  (NUCMC     MS  79-374),
and reminiscences (MSC 686). Fermer, apparently
continuing  to  develop  his  mining  and  real  estate
interests in Nevada City, died there in  1915.
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\2  Pioneer  Trails  and  Trials,  324.  Following  his

residence  in  Nevada  City,  Fehring  and  his  wife,
Mary   (Meyer)   moved  to   Adobetown,   centrally
located a mile west of Nevada City.  According to
a National  Park  Service roadside  marker,  the  set-
tlement  took   its   name   from  the   many  miners'
dwellings  constructed of the mud and grass mate-
rial  found  naturally  along  Alder  Gulch.  In  1864
alone,   $350,   000  in  gold  reportedly  was  taken
from Adobetown, while together with Nevada City
some  75-100  placer  claims  were  filed,  each  em-

ploying five to twelve men earning from $5  to $8
dollars  daily.  At its peak, Adobetown supported a
store,  a blacksmith  shop,  two hotels  and,  in  1873,
a school.

]3 April 4,1877, patent from the U.S. Government

for a quarter section land as part of Mineral Entry
2,85.     Madison    County    Deed    Records     Book
[A4CDJ{] 30, 399.

14 A4CDjz 36, Page 9.

" A4CDjz 38, Page 479.

\6  Pioneer Trails and Trials , 39 .

17 A4CDjI 40, Page 487.

]8 MCDR 40, Page 487.

]9 MCDR 48, Page 69.

2;0  Pioneer Trails and Trials , 325 .

21   For  more  on  the  Conrey  Mining  Company's

involvement along Alder Gulch,  with period pho-
tographs by mining  operator's  descendents  of the
various  dredge  technology  introduced,  see:  Clark
C.  Spenee, The  Conrey  Placer  Mining  Company
(Helena: Montana Historical Society Press,1989).

22  [Madison County] Deec7Boofa,1936:  129/107.

23  [Madison  County]  Deec7 Boo4,  1936  and  1937:

157/299 and  175/300.

24 Grant, 69.

25 A4CDjz 200,112.
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Two-story outhouse in Nevada City. Photo by Richard Gibson.
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BREAKING GROUND FOR AGRICULTURE:
GALLATIN VALLEY, MT

Dr. Maire O'Neill
Montana State University, Bozeman, llIT
maireo®ontana.edu

Introduction

Extant historic agricultural buildings in
the  Gallatin  Valley  (70  miles  east  of
Butte) reflect patterns of early agricul-

tural   settlement   seen   throughout   southwest
Montana. There were numerous valleys in the
Montana Territory that lay within a couple of
days wagon ride of various waxing and wan-
ing  mining  camps,  giving  them  opportunities
to  thrive  as  long  as  their  market  for  goods
held.

Early settlement of the Gallatin, however, en-
gendered  a  community  with  far  greater  lon-
gevity and more widespread agricultural pros-
perity then many. This essay traces a chronol-
ogy of regional ranch and farm buildings, and
connects them with an evolving story of agri-
cultural practice, knowledge,  and shifting cir-
cumstance.

Speculation (1862-1870s)

Within  a year  following  the  1862  gold  strike
on a tributary of the Jefferson River in Mon-
tana Territory,  the Virginia City mining com-
munity burgeoned, becoming the second terri-
torial capital. A   good sixty miles away,  scat-
tered   settlement  was   also   emerging   in   the

Gallatin  Valley.  Some  of these  settlers  may
have   initially   been   speculators,   hoping   to
make their own gold strike, while others were
agrarian,  striving  to  make  a  living  off  live-
stock  or  farming.  Livestock,  hay,  grain,  and
foodstuffs were produced in the Gallatin Val-
ley,  and freighted to Virginia City to  support
the booming mining  camps.  While  it lay  fur-
ther from the gold camps than other valleys, it
was  a  vast  basin  at  a  lower  elevation  with  a
longer growing season, higher annual rainfall,
and  a  well-distributed  natural  water  supply
from mountain snow melt.

Some   of   these   early   agriculturalists   were
speculators   like   the   miners   they   supplied.
They were trying to take advantage of a pass-
ing. opportunity.  Sawy  stock  producers  who
wanted to  settle may have banked on the po-
tential  of Northern  Pacific's  transcontinental
railroad,  with  their  land  grant  of  17  million
acres   in   Montana   Territory]-awarded   in
1864-to eventually provide national markets
for  goods.  In  the  same  year  the  first  federal
surveyors  of the Montana Territory  observed
and   recorded   extremely   modest   but   wide-
spread   pockets   of  settlement   from   Willow

I Malone,  et al., A4o77Zo#cz,  p.173.
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Creek  at  the  western  extreme  of the  valley
near the three  forks  of the Missouri River, to
the Springhill area, thirty miles to the east.2

The  western portion  of the  valley,  the  Three
Forks area, lay within a hard two or three days
wagon ride of the gold camps, but it was trav-
ersed  by  the  trail  from  Fort  Benton  to  the
north   (where   mining   supplies   arrived   by
steamboat on the Missouri River) and Virginia
City. Since regular teamster freight traffic was
established on this  route,  the  Three Forks  lo-
cation  had reasonable  promise  for marketing
livestock  and  produce.   Although   160   acres
later proved to be too small for homestead sur-
vival in more arid parts of the region, a small
number  of individuals  and  families  with  the
intention  of settlement  took  root  in  the  rela-
tively lush Gallatin Valley.

Early settlers in the eastern reaches of the val-
1ey were  able  to  benefit  from three  things  in
particular:   John   Bozeman's   westerly   trail,
which traversed the  full  length  of the  valley;
the promise of Bozeman's town development
tolatted  in   1864);   and  the  establishment  of
nearby Fort Ellis in  1867, for a sense of secu-
rity - although the danger of attack appears to
have  been  largely  mythology.  The  large  fort,
which  housed  hundreds  of  men  and  horses
was a gold mine as a market for local growers
and  stock  producers.  Although  it  lasted  only
twenty years, those who capitalized on the de-
mands  of the  military  for  hay,  meat,  grain,
horses,   and  other  produce   gained   an   early
foothold in the industry  and were  able to  ex-
pand their holdings rapidly. Opportunities like
this  gave  eastern  Gallatin  Valley  growers  a
great advantage, if only for a short time. Agri-
cultural  settlement  evolved  at  the  outset  to
profit  from  the  mining  boom,  but  thrived  to

2   General  La.nd  OELce,  Homestead  Patent  Records.

Department  of the  Interior,  Bureau  of Land  Manage-
ment archives, Billings, Montana,  1864.

outlive it due largely to the promise of railroad
development,  a western faith in progress, and
readiness to seize passing opportunities.

The speculative building forms of the earliest
rural  settlements  were   small  in  scale,  built
with few hands,  and with tools  that could be
easily  carried  on  a  long  overland journey  or
made by a local blacksmith.  Log construction
was the norm,  as the materials were plentiful
and  close  at  hand,  especially  in  the  eastern
part  of  the  valley.  Research  in  the  Gallatin
Valley reinforces Jordan's finding that the sin-
91e  crib  log  structure  with  entry  at  the  gable
end,  which  he  defines  as  the  472g/o-Weszer77
cczbz.72 was prevalent.3

The  first log  structures  on  a land claim were
very  small  and  often  quickly  built.   Settlers
who  had  traveled  with  an  overland  wagon
train  from  Saint  Louis,  for  example,  might
arrive  in the  Gallatin Valley late  in the sum-
mer, having little time to find viable land, and
build shelter for themselves for a long winter.4
A typical family might build a single room log
house  and  corral  for  a  few  head  of stock  in
their  first  season,  and  the  following  season
build an outhouse and a single crib log build-
ing for on.e or two animals - perhaps a work
horse and a cow - and a small amount of feed
storage.  The  floor  of the  valley  was  largely
void  of trees,  but the  mountain  foothills  that
surrounded  it  provided  a  plentiful  supply  of
tall, straight evergreens. The forested hillsides
were  considered  a  commons,  and  early  sun-
veyors' maps delineate many trails leading up
into the hills where people dragged their logs

3 Terry  G.  Jordan,  Jon  Kilpinen,  and  Charles  Gritzner,

The  Mountain  West:  Interpreting  the  Folk  Landscape.
Baltimore: Johns Hopkins,1997,  p.13.

4Ken  Karsmizki   and  Joan  Brownell,   Gcz//cz/z.#   ycz//ey

fJo77¢esfeczd S24rvc);.  Volumes  1-6.  Bozeman,  MT:  Mu-
seum of the Rockies,1983.
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Figure   1:   Single  crib  log  dwelling  with  all  the  hall-
marks of an early settlement type: Ridgepole and purlin
roof,  hand-hewn  logs,  and  Cave  entry.  Still  in use  as  a
family dwelling,  although there have been additions to
it.    (Amos    Williams'     1883    Homestead,    Bozeman
Creek). All drawings in this essay are by permission of
the author, Maire O'Neill.

into the valley.5 While the dimensions of crib
structures were generally limited by the length
of logs,  Vlach points  out that cribs tended to

8:u#g::aims;t[ha:1ey,:::sti::eianvatiFaebl:?land

Roofs of most of these buildings were a gable
type,  with  a  central  ridge  and  simple  gable
ends.  However, the  earliest log  structures - a
few  of these  still  in  evidence  -  used  a  roof
with  a  very  low  pitch,  formed by  the  place-
ment of the ridge pole directly on the end wall
logs, with no gable - the ridgepole-and-purlin
roof (see  figure  1).  It was  expedient,  as  it re-

quired no  gable  end  construction,  it could be
roofed  with  a  variety  of materials,  including
insulating  sod,  and  kept  the  warmth  of the
space  low down within the  occupied volume.
A  crudely  built  log  shelter  suggests  an  early
structure that may have been built in a hurry

5  General  Land  Office,  /864  A4o#Jcr72c7  rerrz.fory  Sz#

1;e};or 's jieco7~c7s.  Department of the Interior,  Bureau of
Land Management archives, Billings, Montana.

6 John Michael Vlach, Bczr#s. New York: W. W. Norton

& Company, 2003, p. 305.
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by someone applying minimal notching skills
(see  figure  2).  Many  such buildings probably
have not survived to the present day - a result
of their crude construction or the lack of value
placed  upon  them.   The  steeper   12/12  pitch
gable (also known a "half pitch") was widely
used,  as  it proved to  shed moisture and melt-
ing snow well. The craftsmanship and charac-
ter of log notching was as variable as the peo-
ple who  built them.  Construction. which used
the  full  diameter  of the  peeled  log  was  very
common,  and  saved  construction  time  com-
pared  to  the  hand  hewn  log,  but  it  required
more   chinking   which   demanded   constant
maintenance.

1111111-_
Figure  2:  Section  through  a  roughly-built  low  profile
cattle  shed  with  purlin  roof (no  ridgepole).  The  low-
sloping form suggests  it may have originally been  sod.
The  construction  is  with  peeled,  un-hewn  logs,  and  V
notching - by far the most common notching type still
evident in  the  Gallatin  Valley.  Rough  and  inconsistent
construction indicates this  shed may have been built in
a  hurry  by  someone  with  limited  experience.  It  was
built on wet low ground,  and is  subsiding.  (Rugheimer
Farm, East Gallatin).

It is clear from the  1864 surveyors'  notes that
the   earliest   settlers   chose   prime   lowland,
where they had year~round running water, fer-
tile grazing land, easy access to the main thor-
oughfare,  and  often  a  shallow  hillside  or  a
stand  of trees  to  shelter  their buildings  from
winter  winds.7 They  focused  their  energy  on
securing good crops, expanding their livestock
herds, and making only the building improve-

7  General  Land  Office,  /864  A4o#Zo#c7  re;`rz.Zory  S26r-

veyor's Records.
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Figure  3:  A  typical  four-room  two-story  log  dwelling
with  Cave  entry  and  central  fireplace.   Roof  pitch  is
12/12  to  shed  snow  effectively.  Logs  are  finely  hewn
and half dovetail notched by a very skilled builder. Not
typical in  size or quality for the first years  on a home-
stead. (Rugheimer Farm).

ments  necessary  to  prove-up  on  their  claim,
long before  they  invested time  and resources
in  the  construction  of a  larger  or  more  sub-
stantial dwelling.

As  they  became  more  established,  a  family
might enlarge their log house by adding a sec-
ond crib, excavating a root cellar, and building
a small chicken house. Exquisitely hand hewn
and scribed log dwelling structures, with tight,
precise  notching  were  quite  widespread,  but
they  were  generally  larger  1]/2-or  two-story
structures, and were probably the dwellings of
families  who  had  already proved up  on their
homestead  claim  and  banked  some  financial
resources (see figure 3).

Instances  of light wood frame  construction in
the valley occurred as early as  1869, but stan-

dardized    milled    lumber
was  not  widely  available
until many years later, due
to  the  difficulty  and  ex-
pense of transporting mill-
ing    equipment    overland
from the  steamboat termi-
nus  at Fort Benton.  Ivhen
Nelson    Story,   the   infa-
mous  cattleman,  built  his
1869 house on Bozeman's
Main  Street  it  may  have
been  the  first  light  wood
frame     dwelling,     built
when both the milling and
the    carpentry    skills    re-
quired   for  framing  were
still   rare   in   the   region.8
The  square  cut  nails  used
in its construction attest to
the  difficulty  and  expense

of transporting  modem  manufactured  goods,
even  though  round  wire  nails  were  readily
available by this time in the east. In the  1870s
settlers  like  John Leverich  constructed primi-
tive lumber mills near the mouths of the many
small  canyons  opening  into  the  valley.  Lev-
erich's  homestead  still  houses  an  unusually
early   light   wood   frame   granary   from   the
1870s.  Its  construction  date  is  implicit  from
records  of the  number  of bushels  in  annual
grain   harvests   which   are   penciled   on   its
smooth,  dry  interior  (see  figure  4).   Several
characteristics  of this  early  granary  suggest a
large, successful grain operation. It is no coin-
cidence  that  this  early  farm  also  straddled  a
year-round spring creek.

The  challenges  of transporting  farming  ma-
chinery  by  riverboat  to  Fort  Benton  in  the

8    Shamblin,  Michael,  Eli  Oldham,  and  Boone  Nolte,

1869   Nelson   Story   House:   Research   on   its   Origin.
Bozeman:  Montana State University,  School  of Archi-
tecture, undergraduate research, 2002.
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Figure 4: Plan and elevation of 1870s light wood frame
granary of John Leverich, near Leverich Canyon, Boze-
man,  with  dormer  loading  hatches.  The  framing  is  ir-
regular due to  lack  of standardized milling equipment,
and was very rare in the valley until the transcontinen-
tal  railroad  was  opened.  (Hubka  Farm,  Leverich  Can-
yon).

north, and then overland hundreds of miles by
freight  wagon  to  the  Gallatin  Valley,  meant
that relatively few of the early farmers would
have  produced  large  quantities  of grain.  The
hay that was produced was  sold to livery sta-
bles, but at that time it was not generally used
to  feed  winter  livestock  herds.  Range  cattle
and horses were expected to paw through the
snow to graze on dry grasses.

The  early  construction  in the valley was  of a
highly speculative nature.  Settlers were gener-

ally  unfamiliar  with  the  cli-
mate,  weather  patterns,  and
soils,   and   did   not   have   a
clear sense  of their potential
for    success    with    various
forms of agricultural produc-
tion.   Their   buildings   were
simple, small, and often hur-
riedly built.  As  they became
established   they   developed
experience about the types of
crops     and    livestock    that
could thrive in the new con-
ditions,    and    the    building
types  most  suitable to  house
them.   These   agriculturalists
invested   in   slightly   larger
structures  and  expanded  op-
erations,    especially   as   the
community     around     them
showed  promising   signs   of
growth,    allowing   them   to
market more produce.

Settlement  &  Aspiration  for  Permanence
(1880s)

As  the  city  of Bozeman  developed,  aided by
the  presence  of the  nearby  military  fort  and
the promise  of the  railroad,  settlement  in  the
surrounding  valley  was  spurred  by  the  push
toward  statehood,  made  offlcial  in  1889.  Out
of  self-interest,   the  railroad  played  a  well-
known role in promotion of the region for set-
tlement,  and  enabled  a  rapid  population  in-
flux.9

Settlers  generally  brought  their  farming  and
stock  raising  experience  from  geographic  re-

9   Malone,  et  al.,  A4o#Zcr7?cz,  p.   198;  Merrill  G.  Burlin-

game,  7lJ2e  A4o#/cz77cz Fro77Zz.er.  Helena,  MT:  State  Pub-
lishing Company,1942.
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gions  quite  different  from  the  Rocky  Moun-
tain west, and became acquainted only gradu-
ally  with  the  vicissitudes  of  the  climate  at
higher  elevation.   In  the  winter  the  grazing
herds  were  generally  left  to  fend  for  them-
selves,   without   the   benefit   of   hay.    This
worked well for stock raisers until the devas-
tating winters of 1886 and  1887, and again in
the  1890s, when mid-winter thaws melted the
snow pack just enough to  accumulate  several
inches of water on the frozen ground surface,
re-freezing   for   the   remaining   bitterly   cold
months  of the  winter.  Livestock  could  only
paw  down to  the  solid  ice,  no  longer able  to
access  the  grasses.  Having  no  forage  to  fall
back upon,  many stock raisers watched help-
lessly as they lost large herds of cattle, horses,
and sheep to starvation.

Following  these  experiences,  hay  production
became widely recognized in the Rockies as a
necessity  for  wintering  herds,  and  the  well-
watered  Gallatin  Valley  was  well  positioned
to produce  it.  With this  demand  came  a new
necessity  for  draft  horse  teams,  mules,  and
fami machinery, and the buildings these assets
required. Many of these early mid-sized build-
ings  (often  two  stories  in  height)  employed
log construction, as it was still.the most read-

ily  available  material,  and  it was  durable  for
livestock  use.  Since  the  scale  of such  build-
ings  was  limited  by  the  length  of logs,  both
the  double  crib  and  the  transverse  crib  were
common  ways  of increasing  the  footprint  of
the building.

The Northern Pacific Railroad had reached the
valley in  1883, significantly opening up huge,
profitable  markets  for  agriculture.  Livestock
and  grain  became  profitable  business.  Those
who  had  the  resources  expanded  their  land
holdings,   enlarged   their   herds,   constructed
more  buildings,  and  expanded  grain  produc-
tion.  Private,  cooperative,  and  corporate  in-
vestment in the grain industry led to the con-
struction  of wooden  grain  cribs,  where  grain
could be stockpiled until national prices were
advantageous.   The   earliest   granaries   were
generally   single   cells   of   log   construction,
some of them substantial in size (see figure 5).
As milled lumber became more widely avail-
able  due  to  the  availability  of milling  equip-
ment by rail,  small  and medium sized grana-
ries on individual farmsteads used "inside out"
construction,  with  horizontal  plank  siding  on
the interior of the 2x4 stud framing, providing
a  smooth,  clean  surface  on  the  inside  of the
bin,  while  the  pressure  of the  grain  held  the

Figure 5: Elevations of log granary -a single crib structure 25 feet long. The longitudinal logs are pegged to each
other at the unloading door to help resist the outward pressure of the loose grain. The quality and maintenance of
the chinking, some of which is still in evidence, would have been critical to its effectiveness in securing the grain.
(Gowin Place, Springhill area).
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Figure 6:  Plan and elevation of a large granary with 2x6 "inside-out" stud framing and tongue-in-groove interior.
Long-lived in spite of its exposed structure. (Butterfield granary, Cottonwood Creek).

planks against the  framing (see figure 6).  Ex-
terior  siding  was  not  considered  necessary,
due to the dry air, which gave these structures
the  distinguishing  character  of exposed  stud
framing.

Diversification (1890s, 1900s)

As settling families became more experienced
in  their  new  environment  they  shifted  their
production.  They were  influenced by a grow-
ing  familiarity  with  cycles  of  flooding  river
bottoms,  periods   of  drought,  bitter  winters,
occasional  July  snowstorms,  the  viability  of
various  livestock  and  produce,  and  changing
market demands  and opportunities.  It was the
opening of Northern Pacific's transcontinental
railroad,  however,  that  precipitated  profound
changes  in  agricultural  production  and  trig-
gered  a  flood  of new  settlement  throughout
the  region.  Expansion  of the  lumber  milling

industry was  facilitated with the  latest  equip-
ment   shipped   by   rail.]°Access   to   national
markets  caused  dramatic  shifts  in  the  scale,
density, and appearance of farm buildings.

Producers now had rural mail delivery, giving
them access to new agricultural literature.  As
stock growers and farmers experimented with
their produce, their diversification served as a
survival strategy to accommodate market fluc-
tuations,  climatic  variation,  and  other  influ-
ences  out  of  their  control.  The  diversity  of
livestock  and  produce  required  a  variety  of
new building types,  such as hog sheds,  lamb-
ing sheds, stall barns and stout corrals for stal-
lions  or  breeding  bulls,  and  multiple  wood
granaries to  store varieties  of grain for a bur-

\° Nil+is, G.B., Buying Wood and Building Farms:  Mar~

keting Lumber and Farm Building Designs  on the Ca-
nadian  Prairies,   1880-1920.  Ottarwa..  Minister  of  the
Environment,  1991.
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Figure 7:   Plan and section of a six-celled granary with
cribbed  construction.  Its  size  (over  40  feet  in  length)
suggests a very successful operation or a farmers coop-
erative.  Generally  the  larger  granaries,  like  this  one,
were located in close proximity to a railroad siding for
shipping.  (Ward Ranch, Gallatin Gateway).

geoning market for flour. Most of these struc-
tures  were  symmetrical  gable  forms,  with  a
12/12 pitched roof.

Cribbed construction - 2x4s or 2x6s stacked
flat on top of one another and nailed - was
used   for   medium   sized   granaries   and   ex-

tremely large multiple bin granaries that were
cooperatively  owned  or  sponsored by  corpo-
rate  investment (see  figure  7).  Some  of these
granaries had dormers above the bins, provid-
ing an opening for top loading with an eleva-
tor when the technology was available.

The Montana Agricultural Experiment Station
in Bozeman,  established  in  1893,  began pub-
lishing   bulletins   offering   recommendations
based  on  scientific  research  of livestock  and
range  management  and  crop  production.  Oc-
casionally they featured illustrations of model
buildings,   (including   small-scale   plans   and
elevations)  for  specific  sheltering  or  storage
purposes.][   Sometimes   these  building  types
were presented to better accommodate certain
stock  or  grains,  especially  if the  station  was
promoting  the  introduction  of new breeds  or
varieties.   In  other  instances  they  illustrated
and  promoted  affordable   construction  tech-
niques  using  inexpensive  resources  available
in the region. It is unclear how much influence
these   publications   had   on   what   producers
built, but the publications were widely circu-
lated by mail, and were readily available.

By  1903  the Experiment Station was promot-
ing diversification of production based on sta-

I I  Linfield,  F.B.,  "Poultry Management," A4o#/o#cz Ag-

ricultural College Experiment Station, Bulletin No.  50,
(Oct.   1903):  p.   180-190.  Elliott,  W.J.,  Creameries  and
Cheese  Factories:  Organization,  Building,  and  Equip-
merit,"  Montana Agricultural  College  Experiment Sta-
fz.o#,   Ba///e/z.#  IVo.   J3,   (Aug.   1904):   p.   59-68.   Clark,
R.W.,  and  H.P.  Griffin,  "Hog  Management  in  Mon-
t:a;Ira,"  Montana  Agricultural  College  Experiment  Sta-
fz.o#,   Cz.rc2//czr IVo.   /3  (Dec.   1911):  p.  47-67.  Schoppe,
`^|m.F.,  CCPoultry Houses,"  Montana Agricultural  Col-
lege  Experiment  Station,  Circular  No.9  (lul. 19\T).. p.
1-13.  Murdock,  H.E.,  R.M.  Merrill,  &  J.O.  Tretsven,
"Dairy Barns for Montana Farms," University of A4lo72-

tana   Agricultural   Experiment   Station,   Circular   No.
/3o,    rJct#.    /925/..   p.    1-22.   Murdock,   H.E.,    "Fc!777I
Buildings,"  TJriIvels:rty   o£  Montana  Agricultural  Ex-
periment Station, Circular No.131  (Jan 1926).. p. \-32.
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Figure 8:  Plan, elevation, and section of a large gable barn with braced rafter construction.  Realizing the need for
this  type  of bracing  in  a  large roof may  be  a precursor  to  acceptance  of the  Midwestern gambrel  truss  forms.
(Ward Ranch, Gallatin Gateway).

tistics which showed that the state was import-
ing (and consuming) millions of dollars worth

:£dmeg:tas]'np:u#?a']];:i£2ryTphr:dE:tvs;I:;ie:::Leosi
these  new  industries,  of course,  involved  the
construction  of new  varieties  of fami  build-
ings,  and many  large  structures  for beef and
dairy operations sprang up all over the valley.

[2 Linfield, F.B.,  "Report of the Director:  The Diversi-

fied Fa;rrn,"  Montana Agricultural  College  Experiment
Station Ninth Annual Report, (1903).. p. 9-10.

The earlier of these structures used a steep ga-
ble roof form, with 2x braced rafters and col-
lar ties (see figure 8).

Consumer Culture (1910-1930s)

Gallatin    Valley    agriculture    boomed    after
1910,   and  farms  grew  in  size.   Increasingly
larger  buildings  were  constructed,  influenced
by growing mechanization and greater volume
of production.  There  were  a  variety  of influ-
ences  on  the  fomi  and  construction  of these
buildings. Agricultural builders began to enter
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a national consumer market for buildings, due
to  the   availability  of  building  patterns   and
plan services advertised and promoted in jour-
nals like the Breec7er 's Gczzezze. Free ban plan
services  were  provided  by  lumber  suppliers
and  dairy  equipment  manufacturers  in  an  at-
tempt  to  promote  sales.  Many  of these  ser-
vices were based in the Midwest, and as a re-
sult there was  a strong Midwestern influence
on building forms.

Mail-order companies began to  recognize  the
potential  market   for  mail-order  agricultural
buildings  in  1910.  There was  an  evolving  se-
ries of marketing approaches. First, one could
order plans,  instructions,  and a bill of materi-
als. A natural successor to this offering was by
lumber  companies,  who  delivered  plans,  in-
structions,  a  bill  of hardware  and  materials,
and  all  the  required  lumber  as  a  more  com-
plete package.  Next,  several  mail-order com-
panies contracted with massive lumber opera-
tiohs  in the Midwest and west coast,  and de-
1ivered complete kit buildings (large barns and
a  variety  of outbuildings)  which  were  com-
prised  of plans,  instructions,  and  all  1umber,
doors, windows, roofing, nails, building mate-
rials and hardware. By 1914 at least eight such
companies were operating on a national scale.
Finally entirely pre-cut kit buildings were the
ultimate mail-order, by delivering not only all
the  hardware,  materials,  and parts,  but  every
stick of lumber cut to  its precise  finished  di-
mensions and numbered.

The gambrel (or curb) roof is the primary as-
pect   of  Midwestern   ban   design   that   was
widely  adopted  in  the  Gallatin  Valley  after
1910.   A  variety   of  braced  rafter  and  truss
forms  that  were  developed  in  the  Midwest
made this roof type strong and yet inexpensive
to  build.13  The  advantages  of this  form  were
that a wide roof span could be built with short
members  of one  or two  inch thick lumber,  it
provided a greater volume in the hay loft than
the  gable  roof,  and  it  provided  a  clear  open

space below for the operation of a hay carrier
mechanism to stack loose hay. Builders in the
Gallatin  Valley  developed  many  variants  of
the braced rafter and wing joist, the  Shawver
truss,  the  Iowa  truss,  and  scissor  truss.  The
wide  variation  in  framing  technique  suggests
that  Montana  builders  were  influenced  from
many  sources,  and  perhaps  they  also  impro-
vised (see figure 9).

One  large  building  form  that  is  almost  cer-
tainly influenced by out-of-state plan services
and  mail  order  is  the  gothic  type.  It  is  built
from  such  an  unlikely  minimum  of  lumber
that it is probable that the first of these in the
valley was built from a set of previously tested
and engineered plans. However, the technical
details of these structures also vary considera-
bly throughout the valley,  again reflecting lo-
cal   adaptation   (see   figure   10).   These   large
buildings  were  used for dairy cows  or prized
breeding stock.  Many of them are  fitted with
prefabricated  equipment  such  as  stanchions,
feed  carriers,  and  manure  carriers  that  were
manufactured in the Midwest.

In 1926, in response to an influx of new settle-
ment  in  the  region,  the  Experiment  Station
was  promoting  the  construction  of the  most
temporary,  inexpensive  building  types  possi-
ble for new homesteaders. They recommended
the construction of durable buildings only af-
ter the  farmstead was  established,  title  to  the
land secured,  and  after the  acquisition  of lar-
ger herds. One of these  building types was the"straw barn" for sheltering livestock." It was

built  of two  tall  parallel  fences  of hog wire,
three or four feet apart, and the space between
them filled with loose straw. Horizontal poles

]3 Noble, Allen G.,  and Hubert Wilhelm, eds., Bcz7`#s o/

Zfoe  Adz.c7wes/.  Athens,  OH:  Ohio  Univ.  Press,   1995,  p.
149.

" Murdock, "Farm Buildings," p. 22-24.
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Figure 9: A wide variety of gambrel roof framing variants are found in the Gallatin Valley, some of these suggest
western improvisation or adaptation of Midwestern framing ideas. All of the above are suitable for operation of the
hay  carrier,  which ran  along  a central  rail  at the  collar ties.  (Walton  dairy barn,  Rugheimer horse ban,  Fowler
Place barn, and Boylan dairy barn).

Figure  10: Each rib of this gothic roof (or rainbow roof) is comprised of four or five  lx6s nailed together to form
an  arc.  The  additional  bracing  mimics  the  braced  rafter  concept,  and  occurs  on  every  fourth  rib.  (Gowin barn,
Springhill area).
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Figure  11 :  Straw shed on Rex lnman farm near Estherville, Iowa, built because of inadequate size of barn. Russell
Lee, photographer,  1936. Library of Congress Prints.

and  hog  wire  supported  a  thick  mound  of
straw as a roof. This  structure was identically
described in the recollections of a stock raiser
on  his   family  farm  on  the  East  Gallatin.]5
They  were  also  used  in  other  regions  of the
country (see figure  11).

The  story  of building  for  agriculture  in  the
Gallatin   Valley   is   a   providential   one.   Al-
though  the  valley  was  remote,  early  settlers
had the advantages of rich soils,  a year-round
water supply,  a supply of good lumber in the
surrounding    foothills,    a   major   immigrant
route, and a freight route to mining camps.  In
spite of occasionally devastating weather con-
ditions,  the  bust  of the  nearby mining  settle-

'5  0'Neill,  £eczr7".77g  R#rcz/.  Interviews  with  ranching

families, case study #1.

ments,  and  the  challenges  of  becoming  ac-
quainted  with  crop  raising  at  high  elevation,
agricultural  settlement  not  only  survived  but
continued  building.  No  small  measure  of its
success  was  due  to  the promise  and  later the
reality   of  the   Northern   Pacific   Railroad's
transcontinental    line.    Agricultural    builders
applied   business   sawy   during   speculative
times, made excellent use of available natural
resources,   and   adapted   extremely   efficient
construction methods to suit their needs.   The
transitory  nature  of  their  light  construction,
achieved with modest means,  is a characteris-
tic  that  is  widespread throughout the  agricul-
tural  valleys  of the  Northern Rockies.  Para-
doxically,   it  is  their  light  construction  that
makes  them  significant  in  telling  a  story  of
western architectural development.
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Liza Nicholas
Adjunct Assistant Professor, Department of History, Montana State University, Bozeman

Cowboys   and  cattle  don't  really  seem  like
they  have  much  connection  to  miners,  labor
unions,   and   ethnic   enclaves,   but   actually,
Montana's ranching origins are very much and
logically connected to  its mining history.   As
soon  as   the   California  gold  rush  began  to
wane in the late  1850s, the thousands of min-
ers  who  had  made  their  way  to  the  Sierras
fanned  out  into  the  Rockies  in  search  of an-
other rich  strike.  It was just  a matter of time
before  they made their way  to  the  mountains
of western Montana,  and that they did in the
summer of 1862 when John \Vhite set off the
first major placer rush in the Grasshopper val-
ley  in  the  southwestern  comer  of  the  state.
Montana's  first  major  gold  rush  boom  town
sprang up on Grasshopper Creek, and the min-
ers  dubbed  it Bannack  City,  a misspelling  of
the Bannock Indian tribe that called the region
home. Bannack soon had a few thousand peo-
ple  but,  as  in  most  mining  camps,  striking  it
rich proved to  be  the  exception,  not the rule,
for  most  of the  residents.  The  miners  wan-
dered the  area around the  diggings  hoping to
come  across  another  rich  strike,  and  eventu-
ally a few of them struck a claim in a valley
fifteen  miles  west  of  Bannack  in  a  narrow
gully dubbed Jeff Davis Gulch. Some of them
certainly noticed that the Horse Prairie valley

that  they  had  stumbled  upon,  with  its  broad
meadows and good grass, would make decent
ranching  country.  The  more  entelprising  of
them  concluded  that  their  chances  of getting
rich in Montana would come not in staking a
claim,  but  in  supplying  the  miners  with  the
essentials that were so dear in such an isolated
environment. Thus were some of the first sus-
tained ranches in Montana born. Men who had
journeyed  to  Montana  to  strike  it  rich  trans-
formed  into  some  of the  territories'  first  and
most prominent ranchers.  Martin  Barrett was
one of them, an immigrant from Ireland, who
had come to Bannack to strike gold, but after
his foray into Horse Prairie decided instead to
begin one of the first ranches in the territory in
the   valley   adjacent   to   Bannack.   Barrett's
Cross Ranch in Horse Prairie would ultimately
comprise  4,500  acres  on  which  the  Irishman
produced  500  tons  of  wild  hay  from  those
broad  meadows,  and  on  which  he  ran  2,000
Shorthom cattle.

Other  ranches  soon  followed  Barrett's  until
Horse Prairie was  largely  settled and ranches
sprang up  around the rest  of the  Beaverhead
Valley.  By  the  time  Butte  became  a  thriving
silver mining town  in the  1870s,  the Beaver-
head had already had almost a decade of Euro-
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pean settlement. The largest and most impres-
sive of the Beaverhead ranches was the famed
Poindexter and Orr ranch located on Blacktail
Creek,  nine  miles  south  of  Dillon.  William
Orr and his  partner Philip  Poindexter had  al-
ready  discovered  in  California that supplying
beef  to  the  miners  secured  an  income  that
prospecting  for  gold  could  not.  The  partners
decided to bring that business plan to Montana
and its newly discovered gold fields, but when
William  Orr  arrived  in  Bannack  in  1864,  he
realized  the  small  gulch  on  the  Grasshopper
wasn't  suited  for watering the herd.  He  took
his cattle over the hill into the Beaverhead val-
1ey  where  he  found plentiful  food  and  water
and  the  cattle  gradually  drifted  up  Blacktail
creek. Orr was caught with his herd in the bru-
tal  winter  of  1864,  but  that  spring  he  was
amazed  and  pleasantly  surprised  to  find  that
his cattle had flourished on the native grasses.
The partners brought more cattle to Montana
until the Poindexter and Orr ranch in its hey-
day  was  one  of the  largest  sheep  and  cattle

ranches  in  the  territory,   and  they  also  ran
thousands  of head  of horses  for  which  they
became   somewhat   famous.   The   P   and   0
brand, the square and compass, became one of
the most recognized in the  state,  and the first
recorded  cattle  brand  in  Montana  territory.
The  imposing  Orr mansion,  built by  William
in  1885, sits on Orr Avenue in Dillon, a testa-
ment  to  the  valley's  ranching  heritage,  one
that mining made possible.

In  the  years  after,  when Butte became  Mon-
tana's most important and flamboyant symbol
of the  influence  of mining,  the  Beaverhead
Valley,  with  its  ranches,  wide  open  spaces,
and  western  ethos,  seemed  a  different  world
compared  to  the  cosmopolitan,  ethnic,  work-
ing  class  enclave  of Butte.  But  despite  these
later cultural differences, both places are prod-
ucts  of a  shared history,   both  dependent  on
the other, in many ways,  for their importance
to and presence in the narrative of southwest-
em Montana.

Near Anceny, Montana, approximately 20 miles west of Bozeman. Photo by Richard Gibson.
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A typical bay-fronted foat in Butte. Drawing by Mark Reavis.
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Steward Mine head frame, Butte. Photo by Richard Gibson.
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for miscellany--variedness, Bohemianism-where is Butte's rival?"8 . . .  "Poisonville"9 . . . "the
prettiest women of any red-light district in the West"10  . . .  "Crazed by Avarice, Lust and Rum,
Butte, thy name is Delirium"1 1

8utte  has  two  primary  sections:  Up-
town  Butte,  the  old  central  business
district  and  adjacent  neighborhoods,

usually  defined  as  the  area  north  of  Front
Street,  and the  Flats,  everything to  the  south.
Uptown   Butte   developed   adjacent   to   the
mines, whose head frames are still closely jux-
taposed  with  residences  and business  blocks.
Until  about  1910  most  of Butte's  population
was  concentrated  in the Uptown area.  As  the
trolley  system  expanded  and automobiles  be-
came  common,  suburban  areas  grew  on  the
valley  floor  south  of the  Butte  Hill.  Several
large public  schools were built there in  1915-
1917,   reflecting   the   expanding   population.
The Uptown district today is often referred to
as  "The Hill," but  strictly speaking the  Butte
Hill was mostly the area of active mines, just

east of the business district-and now almost
entirely removed by the Berkeley Pit.

With more than  6,000  contributing properties
in    the    Butte-Anaconda    National    Historic
Landmark  District,  it  has  proved  challenging
for us to  select a few representative  locations
for  the  VAF  Conference.  In  addition  to  the
Uptown Butte sites described on the following
pages,  dozens  of buildings  in Butte have his-
torical plaques with salient information to give
visitors  an  outline  of specific history.  The  in-
troductory essays in this book are intended to
give  you the  broader  context  of Butte's built
environment.

We invite you to explore!

:#e°nM:ganz££g:evyise28°)PenTOwn(1931)
345L'ffnspfhyu:fd=ioea':Lo,H#e:£har|:efofwHE]:trg:,sf:!yel6(a,cnadEga3n6d,Some(,943,

67^¥ereE"Md=CALftthnee±:+##oafc:haen:e:,,D(t\ag#4°)fHttmanDays"

:#aas¥£e¥Lafi:=,ez#;°#o°#tTg2:9°,CL°„CtL902,
]° Charlie Chaplin, A4y ,4zt/obz.ogrczpky (1964)
" Wa.rren a . Dtrvexport, Butte -and rdontana Beneath the X-Ray,  1907-08 (1909) Ore car
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SITES
Site descriptions and sidebars in the Butte Day section are by Richard Gibson except as noted.

1. Cabbage Patch
1081/2 South Arizona Street
Built: prell891

These shacks and outbuildings were at
the  extreme  north  end  of the  shanty
town that grew up in the  1880s on the
near  southeast  side  of  Butte's  main
business   district.   The   "Patch"   was
home  to  bootleggers,  drunks,  prosti-
tutes, poor families, newly arrived im-
migrants,    widows,    criminals,    and
other   down-on-their   luck   residents.
Construction is truly vernacular, using

EAorwALL
iNrifeRren ELEVATroN
cABEnfiE PATCH #
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hKrm WALL
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available      materials,
scavenged    or    stolen
from waste piles, mine
yards,   and   elsewhere.
In   1916,  the  Cabbage
Patch     extended     ap-
proximately  from  Ari-
zona Street on the west
to Oklahoma St. on the
east,  and  from  Galena
(and  its  extension)  on
the  north  to  Platinum
or    Poaphyry    on    the
south.    Most    of   the
buildings  -  more  than
200  -  were  razed  in
1941  to  make  way  for

FLcOR PLAN
MooI`i enRIEH3 HREE/ Bi.AcarsMITH sHop RI

8ustH -I-ut
5-1'Jblpr

Silver Bow Homes, the
ranks   of   low-income   apartments   that   still
stand  south  of Mercury  Street.  At  about  the
same time, the buildings here were converted
to garages, with addition of flooring and large
garage  doors.  When used as residences, these
places had dirt floors,  and no  electricity,  run-
ning water, or sewer systems. Important origi-
nal  elements  include  scraps  of linoleum  and
loose fabric used as wallpaper and insulation,
and  pressed  tin  and  wood  timber  walls.  The
name  reflects  the  frequent use  of cabbage  in
meals-that smell, combined with that of the
open  sewer  that  wound  its  way  through  the
district,  contributed  to  the  seedy  feel  of the
neighborhood.

All  Cabbage  Patch  fieldwork  by  Rebecca  Sheppard,
Victoria  Walker,  Anna  Blinn  Cole,  Stephanie  Shaw,
Kimberly  Toney,  Elyse  Poinsett.  Drawings  by  Anna
Blinn Cole, Elizabeth Peebles, Elizabeth Durbin.

Cabbage Patch. Photos by Rebecca Sheppard.
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2. Tony's Tin Shop & Myra Brothel
108 S. Arizona Street
Built: c. 1914-c. 1925

The oldest section of this building is the front
12  feet  of the  first  floor,  built  as  Tony's  Tin
Shop in  1914-15. The shop grew to the east in
at  least two  additions  before  1920,  when  the
second  floor  was  added  as  a  small  boarding
house. By  1925, the upper floor was rented to
a couple who lived in the eastern extension of
the  second  floor  and  who  operated  the  front
portion  as  a brothel  according  to  family  his-
tory.  The  family  -  Tony  and  Mary  (Myra)
Cononica -  lived in the add-on section east of
the first floor tin shop.

Original   elements   of  the  building   are  pre-
served because it remains in the same family;
the  tin  shop  has  never  served  any  other role.
The  boarding  houseforothel  upstairs  is  rela-

tively small, and would have been a fairly up-
scale brothel,  falling  somewhere  between the
high-class  parlor  houses  and  low-end  shacks
called cribs.

East-looking  view  of Myra  Brothel  (above)  and Tony's  Tin
Shop (below). Belmont Mine headframe in distance with East
Ridge beyond. Photo by Richard Gibson.
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Fieldwork by Rebecca Sheppard, Victoria Walker, Maire O'Neill,
Elyse  Poinsett,  Stephanie  Shaw,  Anna  Blinn  Cole.  Drawings  by
Melissa Archer.
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3. Finntown Neighborhood
East Broadway Street

Finntown  was  a  small  neighborhood  cluster-
ing mostly on East Broadway east of Arizona
Street, together with adjacent parts of Granite
and Park Streets. The neighborhood was noted
for its many boarding houses-at least  18  on
East  Broadway  between  Arizona  and  Okla-
homa  Streets.  The Florence Hotel  (200 block
of E. Broadway, west of the extant Broadway
Cafe) was known as the  "Big  Ship" - where
"there   was   enough   liquor   consumed   in   a

weekend to float a ship.  A mighty big ship at
that."  The  neighborhood  was  en  route  from
many of the  mines  on The  Hill  to population
centers in Corktown,  Central Butte,  and other
areas,   so   it  became   a   natural   stopping-off
place for hungry and thirsty miners. The huge,
tasty 50-cent meals  available as well as lodg-
ing,    the    saunas,    and   the   bars    all   made

BUTTE  DAY        105

Finntown popular with the entire community.
Some dining rooms served 600 meals a day.

Most of the buildings  on  East Broadway and
East Granite  Streets  are  gone,  and the  streets
themselves  end at the grassy bemi which is a
reclaimed outer slope of the Berkeley Pit. The
threat of Pit  expansion  meant severe  neglect;
no  one wanted to  fix  up  a property that was
destined  for bulldozing.  The  end  of Berkeley
Pit  operations  in  1982  came  too  late  to  save
much   of  this   neighborhood,   where   a   few
homes,  the  Broadway  Cafe,  and  the  Helsinki
Bar are the only remnants of Finntown.

Reference
K;eaLmey, Pat,  1998,  Butte  Voices:   Mining,  Neighbor-
feooc7s, Peep/e:  Skyhigh Communications, Butte; 409 p.

Sanbom Fire Insurance Map of East Broadway Street in
1916.  The  Helsinki  Bar,  402  E.  Broadway  (southeast
comer  of Broadway  and  Covert)  is  the  only  surviving
building in this section.

HELSINKI  BAR
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4. Lexington Stamp Mill, Lexington Gar-
dens, Broadway and Arizona Streets

This  10-stamp  mill,  used  for  crushing  ore,  is
among the oldest surviving in Butte. The ma-
chine  is  thought  to  date  to   1867.  In  1884  it
was housed in a mill complex at this  site that
measured  100  feet by  100  feet,  including  ex-
tensions;  the present  orientation  of the  stamp
mill  reflects  its  original  configuration,  at  an
angle  to  the  street  system  (Broadway  Street
did not  extend beyond Arizona  at that time).
Much of the structure was occupied by wash-
ing and settling tubs where the output from the
stamp mill itself was processed.  The complex
included a carpenter shop, wood room, repair
shop,  oil  room  to  supply  the  kerosene  lamps
that lit the facility, an assay room with furnace
and  retort,  a  dressing  room,  and  a  melting
room with furnace. The Lexington stamp mill
could crush eight tons of ore per day, and was
"in operation constantly" in 1884. By 1888 the

mill   had   closed.   The   associated   Lexington
Foundry  was  just  southeast  of  the  mill,  on
Park Street half a block east of the intersection
with  Arizona  Street,   and  Butte's   first  high
school,  Washington, was just northeast of the
location of the Lexington Stamp Mill.

5. Finlen Hotel, 100 East Broadway Street

Built in 1923, the Finlen is one of the few ma-
jor buildings erected in Butte in the period just
after World War I. The decline in demand for
copper to make shell casings meant that Butte
was  in  something  of  a  depression  a  decade
before  the  Great  Depression  began  in  1929,
and  this  building  reflects  that  economic  de-
cline.  Intended  to  mimic  New  York's  twin-
towered   Astor   Hotel,   the   Finlen's   second
tower  (on  the  east  side)  was  never  finished.
Nonetheless, the hotel became the preeminent
traveler's rest in Butte, housing all prominent
visitors  from  Charles  Lindbergh  to  John  F.
Kennedy.   Much   of  the   interior   represents
preservation  rather  than  restoration:  the  tex-
tured  plaster  in  the  columns  of the  Treasure
State Ballroom is  original,  as  are most of the
interior features on the ground floor. Much of
the hotel is dedicated to residential apartments
today. The height of the west tower, with cop-
per shingles and Second Empire design at the
top  level,  is  135  feet.  The red neon  sign atop
the building was erected in the 1930s

VEF3NACULAF3 AF3CHITECTURE  FORUM  30TH ANNUAL MEE:TING,  BUTTE,  MONTANA 2009



6. Gas Station, Wyoming at Granite Street

This is one of the oldest gas  stations in Mon-
tana,  dating  to  about  1927.  It  was  in  use  at
least until the late  1970s. Jerkin-headed gables
mark  the  north  and  south  rooflines  of  the
23 'x54' structure. Transfer of ownership, pres-
ervation,  and development  are  challenges be-
cause of presumed leaky underground storage
tank problems.

The  gas  station  in  1979.  Steward  Mine  head frame  in
distance at right. Photo by Jet Lowe. HAER MONT,47-
BUT,I-79'

BulTE'S
F3EDHLIGHT DI

Butte's long-lived
Francisco's  Barbary  Coas
Storyville  in  repute  and

FtlcT

rivaled San
d New  Orleans'

Estimates
vary,  but  it  is  likely  that  at  the  peak  (1895-
1920), at least  1,000 women worked as prosti-
tutes in conditions ranging from elegant parlor
houses to ramshackle  spaces called cribs.  The
District extended but a few blocks, centered on
Mercury and Galena  Streets between Arizona
and Main. Important parlor houses included the
Windsor (9 East Mercury; destroyed by fire in
the   1960s),-  where  madam  May  Malloy   fa-
mously  ejected  reformer  Carrie  Nation  when
the laiter came to Butte in 1910. The Dumas is

viving parlor house,  and the  Blue
s  the  street  is  the  only  surviving
rib architecture.
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as  a  "wide  open
town," city fathers waged an ongoing but usu-
ally  losing  battle  with the  District.  Houses  of
prostitution were  declared public  nuisances  as

.er,  Ellen,  1998,  Devils  Perch:  PrQstitu-
rom  Suite  to  Cellar  in  Butte,  Montana:

ana,  The  Magazine  Of Western  History,
itana  Historical  Society,  Helena,  Autumn,
8' p. 4-21.

0049 The Bad Boys Of Butte.. Ofud
g, Butte, p. 41-81

also     Ellen     Bau presentation,
ontana and the Hidden Landscape of Prosti-

ion", VAF Armual
' 2009.

Meeting, Butte, Montana,

7. Dumas Brothel, 45 East Mercury Street

The   Dumas   Brothel   is   the   only   surviving
three-story  Victorian  brothel  building  in  the
U.S. It was built in  1890 as a bordello and op-
erated  until  1982.  The  Dumas  operated  as  a
museum   from  the   1990s   to   2004,   and  re-
opened  in  that  capacity  in  2008.  It  still  has
tiny cribs in the basement, several parlors, and
central hallway lined by guestrooms. The sec-
ond-floor  hallway  is  expanded  to  accommo-
date  a  balcony  which  allows  light  from  the
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Dumas: Ground floor

Dumas: Basement

skylight to reach both floors.  It is the only 3-
level  parlor  house  remaining  in  the  heart  of
Butte's once thriving red-light district, the sec-
ond largest in the West (after Sam Francisco's
Barbary Coast).

Private donations and the sponsorship of Butte
Citizens   for  Preservation  and  Revitalization
funded the replacement of roofing and crum-
bling  interior  load-bearing  masonry  in  2008,
stabilizing the building. The structure remains

Dumas Fieldwork: Martina Parrish,
Lesley   Gilmore,  Amanda  Moore,
Koshlan   Mayer-Blackwell,   Maire
O,Neill.
Drawing   team:   Todd   Lampinen,
Martina Parrish

threatened,  with  walls   separated  from  the
primary structure.

Dumas: Cornice detail. Photo by Richard Gibson.
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Dumas : Transverse section
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Dumas: Second floor
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8. Blue Range, 56 East Mercury Street
(NOTE: no interior access; photo p.110)

This last surviving set of street-facing cribs in
Butte  was  constructed  about  1897.  The  door
and window arrangement is typical of dozens
of such establishments that line East Mercury
and Galena Streets and the alleys and terraces
between them  and to  the  south.  The building
was  constructed by wealthy Helena business-
man Anton Holter, a member of the state leg-
islature,  Knight  Templar,  and  real  estate  ty-
coon. Twenty different owners in the six years
from  1896  to   1902  included  Lee  Mantle  in
1900,  when  he  had just  completed  a  term  as
U.S.  Senator. The building interior was exten-
sively  changed beginning  in  the  1950s  to  ac-
commodate an auto repair business.
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Reference
Baumler,  Ellen,  1998,  Devils  Perch:  Prostitution From
Suite to Cellar in Butte, Montana:  A4o73/cz77c7,  772e A4czgo-
zz.72e  o/  Wres/er77  fJz.s/ory,  Montana  Historical  Society,
Helena,   Auturm,    1998,   p.   4-21.   Online   at   http://
www.montanahistoricalsociety.com/education/
cirguidesfouttearticbaumler.asp.

Sanbom  Fire  Insurance  Map  of Blue  Range  block  in  1916.  The
present-day  building  lies  between  the  two  arrows.  Addresses  on
map are not consistent with modem numbering system.
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Alternating door-window layout reflects the architecture of cribs built for prostitution. Blue Range building (1897),
56 E. Mercury Street, Butte. Photo by Richard Gibson.

CHINATOWN

Butte's Chinatown thrived from the  1890s  into
the   1930s.   The   district   covered  only  a  few
blocks    centered    on   West   Mercury    Street,
bounded by Main,  West Galena,  and Colorado
Streets and the alley between Mercury and Sil-
ver  Streets  on  the  south.  Notoriously  under-
counted in censuses, Asians in Butte numbered
at least 400 in 1900-1920, but Butte native Rose
Hum   Lee   estimated   Chinatown's   maximum
population  at  2,532  inhabitants  in  1910.  The
1914   city   directory   listed   62   Chinese   busi-
nesses:

Most Chinese came to America to prospect for
gold or to find decent (if hard) work on the rail-
roads.  They  were  almost  universally  discrimi-
nated against, and the Chinese Exclusion Act of
1882 legalized restrictions on immigration at the
national level.  Economic pressures,  such as the
1892   boycott   of  Butte's   Chinese  businesses,

were  aimed  at  driving  their  owners  away.  A
state  law  taxing  hand  laundries  the  onerous
amount of $10 p€
Chinese  laundrie
state-non-Chines
empt.

targeted the 30 to 40
and  others  in  the

laundries  were  ex-

Despite the discrimination, C e eateries and
herbal   physicians   were   patronized   by   non-
Chinese members  of the Butte community.  Dr.
Huie  Pock  galned  considerable  fame  and  for-
tune  for his  services  during  the  influehza epi-
demic of 1918.

Family  societies  known  as  tongs  occasionally
became embroiled in divisive long-term intema-
tional battles known as  "Tong Wars." In Butte
the   Tong  Wars   erupted  most  notoriously  in
1921-22 and occasionally thereafter until about
1930.  With  the  Great  Depression,  Chinatown
declined  like  most  of Butte,  and by  the  early
1940s  the population  of Chinatown was  about
50.
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ery games as in Butte be-
came the model for the modem game of keno.

The Mai Wall Society was organized i
preserve  the  Wah  Chong
buildings, and to -promote ap
tory of all Asians in the Intermountain

9. Pekin Noodle Parlor
117 South Main Street

A classic  example of "noodle parlor architec-
ture,"  the  second-floor restaurant has been  in
operation  since   1916.  The  second  floor  was
likely added to the building at about that time
and has probably always housed a restaurant;
the first floor contained two store fronts, one of
which  was  a  sign-painting  business  in  1916.
Oft-repeated  speculations  that  the  restaurant
booths were brothel cribs are probably myths.
According to  Montana historian Ellen Baum-
1er, the restaurant may have served as a place
of negotiation  for  use  of the  likely  cribs  in
small  "dwellings"  attached  to  the  rear  of the
first    floor,     especially    during    Prohibition
( 1919-1933 in Montana).

/Rz.gfe/J  Second  floor plan,  Pekin Noodle  Parlor.  Field-
work by  Thomas  Carter,  Shanshan  Luo,  and  Koshlan
Mayer-Blackwell. Drawing by James Gosney.
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Advertisement  for  Tony's  Tin  Shop  in  Butte  City  Directory  for  1928.
Courtesy Patty Dean.

Photos in Venus Alley, between East Galena and East Mercury Streets,  summer  1939. Photos
by Arthur Rothstein for Farm Security Administration, Library of Congress call numbers LC-
USF33-003093-Ml  and LC-USF33-003094-M4.
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10. Mai Wah and Wah Chong Tai
15-17 West Mercury Street
Architect: George Desnell (Mai Wah)
Built:  1909;  1899

These   buildings   have   always   been  part   of
Butte's  Chinatown,  and  are  the  least-altered
survivors of that district. The Wah Chong Tai
("beautiful  old  China")  was  built  for  Chin
Chun Hock, a successful Seattle businessman,
in 1899 as a mercantile store with a restaurant
upstairs   accessed   through   the   doorway   on
China Alley  on the  east  side  of the building.
The open mezzanine level above the first-floor
store  was  for  display  and  storage  as  well  as
several small offices. The mercantile served as
a  local  Chinese  post 'offlce,  bank,  and  social
gathering  place.  The  business  also  provided
translation services to the local Chinese com-
munity.

The Mai Wah (`beautiful,  luxurious") Noodle
Parlor  (built in  1909  for the  Wah  Chong  Tai
company)   had  two   store fronts   on  Mercury
Street,  with  a  central  stairway  to  access  the
second-floor   noodle   parlor.   The   stove,   de-
signed for wok pans, built-in refrigerator, and
other elements of the kitchen are still in place.
The  first  floor contained  several  small,  mall-
like businesses.  Between the  first and  second
floors,  a  6-foot-high  "cheater  story"  accom-
modated  overnight  lodgers  and  small  shops.

West-east section through Mai wah-Wah chong Tai.            * H.ri           T
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Basement floor plan i-uijLJD a

First floor plan HjiJiL' ©

The  additional   level  cheated  the  taxman
because the building was essentially a two-
story building, and tax rates were based on
the number of floors.

The  Wah  Chong Tai  company passed into
the  ownership  of Chin  Yee  Fong  (Albert
Chinn)  in  the  1930s,  and  remained  in  the
Chinn  family  at  least  into  the  1950s.  The
Mai  Wah  Society  was  formed  in  1992  to
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take  ownership  of the  buildings,  which were
threatened  with  being   sold  for  back  taxes.
Many of the original furnishings and artifacts
survive in the Montana Historical Society Mu-
seum (Helena)  and in Virginia City under the
care  of  the  Montana  Heritage  Commission.
The latter,  from the Wah Chong Tai mercan-
tile,  are  planned  to  be  returned  to  Butte  to
their original locations.

All  Mai  Wah  fieldwork  by  Thomas  Carter,  Shanshan
Luo,   and  Koshlan   Mayer-Blackwell.   Delineation   by
James Gosney.

11. Butte City Jail
24  East  Broadway  Street-alley  entrance
on  west  side.  Access  only  during  evening
progressive reception.
Built 1890; in use,1890-1971
Photo above by Richard Gibson

Butte's   exploding  population  -  from  about
3,000  in  1880 to  30,000  in  1890 -demanded
bigger   and  better  buildings   for   everything.
This  is Butte's  second city hall, replacing the
1884  structure  at  116  W.  Park  (now  a  busi-
ness).  The jail was known as the "Butte Bas-
tille"  for its  dungeon-like  character.  No  tem-
perature regulation meant that the inmates suf-
fered  temperatures  ranging  from   100°F  arid
more  adjacent to  the building's boiler behind
the  dnmk  tank,  to  chilly  discomfort  in  the
more  distant cells.  North  of the  furthest cells
("dungeon"   and  "interrogation  cell")  police
offices  occupied  the  sub-sidewalk  space  on
the north side of the city hall, visible through
the hole in the interrogation cell. The ceilings
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in those offices, and in the dungeon, consist of
ranks of bricks laid on a metal lattice frame.

Mortared unshaped granite boulders comprise
much of the foundation, best seen at the  cor-
ner of the long hallway along the cells.

The main level of the city hall originally held
the fire department. The large arched openings
adjacent  to  the  front  entrance  on  Broadway
Street  contained  doors  through  which  horse-
drawn flre wagons passed in response to calls.
By  1900,  an  additional  dedicated  fire  station
had been built (today's Archives building,  17
W.  Quartz) to help attack the all-too-frequent
fires  that  plagued  the  city  despite  a  29-page
building ordinance enacted in  1893  that man-
dated  brick  and  stone  construction  for  most
business  blocks.   The  clock  tower  has  been
lowered   by   one   section   from   its   original
height.
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The jail was  in use until  1971,  when a suspi-
cious  death  by  hanging  at  the  shower  stall
compelled   a   decision   to   begin   using   the
county jail  (north  of the  county  courthouse;
currently   the   sheriff s   department   offices),
which  was  just  20  years  younger  but  much
more modem. The upper floors of the city hall
were  abandoned  in   1977  when  the  govern-
ments of the city and county were merged and
all operations moved to the county courthouse
on  Granite  Street.  The  adaptive  reuse  of the
building as a doctor's office dates to 1999.

12.   Rookwood   Hotel,   24-26   North   Main
Street. Access only during evening progres-
sive reception.
Built:  1912

Erected  at  a  cost  of $30,000  for  a  Mr.  Pratt,
this  elegant  hotel  was  perhaps  the   fanciest
lodging  for  travelers  at  the  peak  of  Butte's
population growth in the  1910s.  The building

sidewaikabove        replaced  several  1-and

Longitudinal  section

Rookwood  Hotel   Speakeasy.  Fieldwork  by  Martina  Parrish,  Lesley  Gilmore,
Amanda  Moore,  Koshlan  Mayer-Blackwell,  Maire  O'Neill.  Drawings  by  Todd
Lampinen and Martina Parrish

•,....   `.`L-.              i...`.                                                        `.`          -
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2-story    buildings    in-
cluding     a     hardware
store,    tin    shop,    and
warehouse, all of which
were  heated  from  the
central    boiler    at    the
Owsley    Block    (Butte
Business  College,  a  5-
story  1888  brick build-
ing   that   stood   at   the
comer    of    Park    and
Main until  it burned in
1973).   The  Rookwood
is  constructed  of brick
and     reinforced     con-
crete,   and   the   yellow
and green ceramic tiles
on     the     fagade     are
unique   in   Butte.   The
large  copper  cornice  is
also   unusual;    only    a
few     Butte     buildings
carried  such  expensive
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comices, and only five remain. Apart from the
first-floor  business  in  the  northwest  section,
the  building  retains  most  of its  original  plan
and  features,   including  extensive  inch-thick
marble wainscoting in the entry, wrought iron
stairs, oak staircase, and carved and cast plas-
ter columns and terrazzo tile floor in the base-
ment.   The  non-functioning   Otis   elevator  is
from the original  1912 installation.

The  small  footprint  (26'xl00')  may have  led
to  the  construction  of the  lobby  bar  in  the
basement instead of at ground level.  In  1919,
when Prohibition went into effect in Montana,
the lobby bar was converted to a speakeasy by
adding  a  Masonite-clad wall  and  door  in  the
entryway.

By the  1930s the Rookwood was a residential
hotel; it was abandoned by the late  1980s. The
speakeasy  in the basement,  known to  histori-
ans  but  not   seen   for  many  years,   was  .re-
discovered in 2004 and refumished to serve as
a  museum.   Original  furnishings  include  the
wall  sconces,  two  surviving  panes  of stained
glass  in  sub-sidewalk  skylights,  whiskey bar-
rels,  red  la'mp,  bar,  and  the  wall  phone-all
either original or dating to the Prohibition Era.
The  fire  escape,  in the  alley  on  the  east  side
(facing  the  City  Hall)  has  an  unusual  spiral
design.

13. M&M Cigar Store, 9 North Main Street
Built:  1890

Sam Martin and William F. Mosby gave their
initials to this saloon when it opened in  1890,
and  famously  removed  the  locks  on  opening
day-and the doors were never closed for the
next  113  years.  A  change  of hands  in  2003
shut the  M&M  for the  first time;  it reopened
in 2005. The basement originally held a bowl-
ing  alley;  the  second  floor  was  devoted  to

M&M  Cigar Store,  second floor plan.  Fieldwork by Rolene  Schliesman,  Kent Good,
and C. Riley Aug6. Drawing by Jackie Little.

gambling.  The  metal-
lic  fagade  on the  first
level,  and  the  present
neon  sign  date  to  the
late        1940s-early
1950s.  An  earlier  cir-
cular   neon   sign   and
"M&M"   neon   mar-

quee    advertised    the
establishment   in   the
1930s.      The      "cigar
store"  reference  is   a
name     change     that
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M&M  and  its  neighboring  bar,  the  Arcade,  in  1939.
Photo by Arthur Rothstein, Fain Security Administra-
tion, LC-USF33-003128-M5.

took  place  during  Prohibition  (1919-1933  in
Montana).  In  Butte,  it  was  common  knowl-
edge that a "cigar store" was a drinking estab-
lishment,  and if local law enforcement agents
were properly paid off,  such businesses  oper-
ated unencumbered for the most part.

14. Hirbour Tower, 102 North Main Street
Built:  1901. Access only during evening
progressive reception.     ,

Research  indicates  that this  eight-story build-
ing is the second skyscraper (steel girder con-
struction)  west  of Minneapolis  and  St.  Louis
(the first is the Call Building in Sam Francisco,
erected in  1898). The building measures 58 by

28  feet  and  is  about
90 feet tall.

The    basement,    ac-
cessed via the public
stairwell through the
vaulted  sidewalk,  is
the      best-preserved
sub-sidewalk    store-
front       in       Butte.
Vaulted      sidewalks
were   supported   by
brick      or      granite
walls     and    floored

BUTTE DAy        117

with  dirt  or  planks   and  contained  grids   of
glass  prisms  to  focus  light  into  the  vaults  (a
few survive on the north side of East Broad-
way Street near the Uptown Cafe).  The space
here,  restored to  the  1928-62  Hirbour Barber
Shop,   was   initially   home   to   the   Salvation
Army,   followed  by   a   courier   company   (c.
1905-1928). The "secret" back room provided
access to the rest of the building and was used
as a private drinking establishment for the bar-
ber's  customers  as  recently  as  the   1950s;  it
was probably established during Prohibition at
about  the  time   the  barber   shop   opened   in
1928.

Hirbour Tower, basement floor plan. All Hirbour field-
work   by   Arma   Blirm   Cole,   Kimberly   Toney,   Kara
Briggs, K. Green. Drawings by Anna Blinn Cole.
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Hirbour Tower, fourth floor plan.

1oft     zSco

The  tower  contains   a  cast-iron   staircase   as
well  as  cast-iron  window  casements  on  the
ground floor.  Emanuel Hirbour, who died be-
fore  his  building  was  finished,  is  memorial-
ized  in  the  terra  cotta  "H"  emblems  on  the
street-level   fa9ade.   Although   the   two-story
buildings  to the north were  present when the
Hirbour was built, the north wall of the tower
is  essentially  windowless,  presumably  in  an-
ticipation of later high-rise construction there.
As was typical in Butte, the first floor was de-
voted  to  retail  and  the  upper  floors  were  of-
fices.

15. Dellinger Block,113-115-117 North
Main Street (present address,117 N. Main)
Built:  1877-1890

The  south  half  of the  first  floor  (#113,  20'
wide) was constructed in  1877 for Wisconsin-
bom Daniel Dellinger's hardware store, one of
the first in Butte. An adjacent one-story brick
structure  was  erected  to  the  north  (#117,18'
wide)  by  1884,  and  the  second  floor  (#115)
was  added  above  both  in  1890.  The  second
floor was accessed by a stair between the two
lower buildings.

The  passageway  above  the  alley  behind  this
building  existed  by  1884,  when  it  connected
117  to  the middle  level  of the  small building
to the west, a store room. An exterior stair on
the east side of that building, visible in outline
from  the  alley,  accessed  the  third  floor  level
which   may   have   been   a   two-crib   brothel
(indicated  as  "sleeping  rooms"  on  Sanbom
maps).

Stores  on  the  first  level  have  included  Bab-
cock's Furs, men's clothing, and grocers. The
second  level  was  offices  for  lawyers,  collec-
tion  agencies,  and  an  employment  company.
In  1938,  the  upper  level  was  abandoned  and
blocked  off;   in   1952,  the  stairway  between
113   and  117  was  removed  as  far  up  as  the
first-story ceiling making access to the second
floor impossible;  and the buildings at  113  and
117 were combined into a single store. Access
to  the  upper  level  is  now  by  way  of a  stair
constructed  in  2004,  taking  advantage  of an
old  interior  skylight  shaft.  The  upper portion
of the  original  central  stairway  is  visible  on
the second floor.

Floor plans and sections on next page.

VEF3NACULAF3 AF3CHITE:CTUF3E  FOF3UM  30TH ANNUAL MEETING,  BUTTE,  MONTANA 2009



___ ++_.+              iL=

BUTTE  DAY        119

Fieldwork by Rebecca Sheppard,  Stephanie Shaw,
Victoria Walker. Drawings by Elizabeth Durbin.
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16. 31 East Copper Street
Architect: Herman Kemna
Built:  1910

This  Califomia  bungalow  is  of primary  sig-
nificance in the Butte National Historic Land-
mark District because it is the only bungalow
residence  still  standing  in  the  eastern part  of
the district. It was the home for many years of
Larry  Duggan,  a prominent  Butte  undertaker
who also served three terms as Butte's sheriff.

The five-foot copper water heater in the base-
ment  was  in  use  from  1910-1982.  The  stair-
way  to  the  second  floor  (originally  an  attic)
was  probably  added  shortly  after  initial  con-
struction,  as  indicated by  the  off-center  light
fixture in the bedroom and door placement.

The residence was designed by architect Her-
man Kemna, and cost approximately $6000 to
build. An article in the Butte Miner newspaper
of July  3,  1910,  describes the house thus:  "In
its many distinctive features  lies the secret of
the bungalow's attractiveness. Not the least of
which  is  the  flower  oriel  window  facing  the
west,  which  is  deeply  recessed  in  the  dining
room and gives the bungalow a flavor of the
Dutch  architecture.  There  is  a  pleasing  and
decidedly  novelty  in  the  design  of the  front
windows as well. These open on a great wide,

Broadway,  and  one  at  211  S.  Jackson.  He  also
several t]uildings in the central business
he Clevctand Block at 39 E. Galena, the
31ock.  the  Dailv  Post  building  at  2  E.

Galena,  12(
ing on Park

Kerma a
Deer Lo(

and the Phoenix Build-

the U.S. National Bank in
uilt  in  1910  on the  lot  of the^ old

brewery,  and the  house  at  635  First  Street,  He-
lena.

-Irene S cheidecker

well-shaded  porch,   the   floor  of
which  is  of brown  paving  brick.
This,  together  with  the  concrete
steps,  insures  a cool porch  in the
warmest of summer weather."

-Irene Scheidecker

co®z

31   East  Copper  Street.  Fieldwork  and
drawing by Irene Scheidecker.
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17. Steward Mine Yard, North Main Street
at Woolman Street
Head frame erected: 1898-1902; Engine
Room (Hoist House, offices): 1891-1906

The   Steward  Mine   claim   was   patented  by
W.A. Clark, John Steward, and others in 1877,
but  its  active  production  began  about   1900
when it reached  1000  feet in depth.  It contin-
ued  as  one  of Butte's  most  important  mines
until 1973, by which time it had reached 4,400
feet. It was one of Butte's hottest mines, with
the lower levels known as the "Chinese Laun-
dy"  because  of the  high  heat  (|oo°-||o°F)
and humidity.

The   10-  to   30-foot-thick  Steward  vein  was
rich  in  silver  and  contributed  significantly  to
Butte's    1880s-1890s   silver   boom,   but   like
most of the mines in central Butte copper was
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the primary product at the Steward. The head-
frame is  126 feet high and is among the older
head frames  surviving  in  place.  The  hoist  en-
gine-the   huge   spool   around   which   was
wound the cable that lowered and raised men
and  equipment  and  ore  from the  mine-was
converted  from  steam  to  compressed  air  in
1906; the tower on the rear (north) side of the
hoist  building  holds  the  compressed-air  stor-
age  tank.  This  is  one  of few  surviving  steam
hoist   engines   in  Butte.   W.A.   Clark's  mine
buildings were typically brick, rather than the
more common wood.

The  site map below  shows the  Steward Mine
yard  as  it  was  in  1916.  Compare  to  the  dia-
griLm on page 20 o£ Butte & Anaconda Revis-
ited.
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ANATOMY OF A HEADFRAME
Richard I. Gibson

business buildings in an urban setting.

Thirteen   historic   headframes-also   known   as
"gallows frames"-survived the demise of under-

ground mining  in Butte.  Subsurface operations  at
the Kelley shaft ended about  1980, but mining in
most  of the  tunnels,  drifts,  and  stopes  served by
the  other head frames  had  ceased  in  the  1950s  to
1970s.  Today,  they  have  become  a  trademark  of
The Mining City.

Nighttime brings  a special  look to  the  Butte hill,
with  more  than  half  the  headframes  lit  by  red
string lighting.  The effort is paid for by members
of the  community  and  organized  by  Mainstreet
Uptown Butte.

Although   different   in   detail,   most   headframes
have  a  few  things  in  common.   All  were  con-
structed to manage the men,  equipment,  and ore,
and all were designed to  handle  a complex  cable
system.

One end of the cable was wound around the huge
hoist  engine   (inside   the   engine  room,   or  hoist
house).  It  exited  that  structure  through  a  small
horizontal  rectangular  hole,  and  climbed  up  and
over the  "idler towers."  The  shorter  idler  towers
maintained tension in the cables and guided their
position to avoid kinking and other problems.

From the idler tower, the cable continued up to
the wheels near the top of the head frame. These
sheave  wheels  ®ronounced  "shiv")  served  as
the  primary  link  in  the  pulley  system  hauling
cages  and  skips  up  and  down  the  shaft.  Then
the cable was directed straight down to connect
to  the  top  of a  series  of cages,  skips,  and  ore
Cars.

Each  headframe  had  some  kind  of system  for
first-level  sorting  of the  ore  that  came  up  the
shaft.  At the  Anselmo,  the black  enclosed  fea-
tures on the south side comprise the tipple, a set
of grates  and chutes  that  shunted ore  into train
cars  standing  below.  At  the  Orphan  Girl  mine

at the  Mining  Museum,  this  operation took place
in  the  elevated  house-like  structures  called  ore
bins  or  ore  houses.  There,  workers  manhandled
ore cars into position for dumping through coarse-
spaced gratings called grizzlys.

At ground level in front of a mine shaft, beneath
the  towers  of  the  headframe,  metal  turn  sheets
covered the ground. Men would guide the ore cars
across the turn sheets to an array of tracks, send-
ing the ore to its proper destination.
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18.111 West Copper Street
Architect: C.E. Pierce
Built:  1916

This   two-level,   two-resident   shotgun  house
was  typical  of buildings  erected  on  Butte's
narrow  lots.  Mine  dumps  from  the  Original
Mine, directly north, and its precipitation plant
just to the northeast were juxtaposed with the
narrow  residential  district  on  Copper  Street.
The northwest comer of Copper and Arizona
was  occupied  by  a  rooming  house,  with  the
Swedish  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  on  the
second floor;  directly across the street, on the
northeast  comer,  was  the  Gold  Hill  United
Lutheran   Church.   Sandwiched  between  the
mine yard and the large government and com-
mercial   buildings    of   Quartz   and   Granite
Street,  this  tiny  neighborhood  was  a  micro-
cosm  of Butte's  intricately interconnected in-
dustrial, residential, and commercial zones.

Space-saving  innovations  in  the  shotgun  du-
plex include a roll-away bed that slides out of
the  dining  buffet  from  beneath  the  adjacent
bathroom   floor.   The   building   cost   $2,800
when it was constructed. The wood frame and
brick   veneer   are   typical   of  Butte   shotgun
houses  of this  era;  the  original  floor  plan  is
intact.  The rear stairway has been restored to
the original design.
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Ill  West  Copper.  Above,  front  elevation.  Below,  sec-
ond-floor plan.  Fieldwork by Stephanie Shaw and Elyse
Poinsett. Drawings by Melissa Archer .
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19. 409 North Alaska Street
Built: between August 1888 and May 1890

This  tiny  shotgun  home  is  among  the  oldest
survivors  in the neighborhood.  The bathroom
at the rear was added at an unknown date.
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Floor plan, 409 North Alaska Street. Fieldwork by Re-
becca  Sheppard,  Victoria  Walker.  Drawing  by  Eliza-
beth Peebles.

20. 125 West Copper Street
Built: c. 1885

The  original  home  here,  built  before   1888,
was a one-story plastered structure that served
as a dwelling and, according to Sanbom maps,
at  least  for  a time  as  a  store.  Additions  were
constructed  on  the  rear  (north)  side by  1900.
By  1916  the  lot included a  small  cabin north
of the main building, on the same lot. The sec-
ond-floor bedroom represents  a renovation of
the  original  attic  since  1997.  Floor  plans  on
next page.

21. The O'Rourke,103 West Quartz Street
Built:  1892 & 1908 (no access)

The  older  building  to  the  north  was  built  as
high-end    apartments    for   John    O'Rourke,
owner  of a  shoe  company  at  36  North  Main
Street. Mary O'Rourke had the southern apart-
ments built in  1908.  Although the two build-
ings share a common boiler, they are not inter-
connected on the living levels.  Both were va-
cated in the 1980s.

The  light  pink  comices,  lintels,  and  window
sills are of dolomite (a rock like limestone, but
containing   magnesium)   and   are   unique   in
Butte.  They  may  be  Tyndall  Stone  from  the
Garson  (Gillis)   Quarry  37  kin  northeast  of
Winnipeg, Manitoba; if so, this is a very early
US usage of that Canadian dimension stone.

The O 'Rourke was threatened with demolition
in 2000-2004,  to  make  way  for  an  expanded
parking lot adjacent to the new jail (2003, due
west   of  the   O'Rourke).   Butte   Citizens   for
Preservation  and  Revitalization,  a  grass-roots
non-profit  organization,  paid  for  a  structural
analysis that showed the building to be sound
(contrary to  gossip)  and paved the  way  for  a
new owner to  clear a very cloudy title.  Basic
mothballing and some repairs have resulted in
a  relatively  stable  building  seeking  an  adap-
tive reuse.
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Floor  plans,  125  West  Copper  Street.  Fieldwork  by  Rebecca  Sheppard,  Victoria  Walker,  and  Stephanie  Shaw.
Drawings by Melissa Archer.

O'Rourke  first floor plan below;  east elevation  on  next page.  Drawings by
W.H. Hinick Associates. Courtesy Butte CPR.
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22. Silver Bow Club
125 West Granite Street
Architects: Link & Haire
Built:  1906

Butte's millionaires'  club cost $ 150,000 when
built  in  1906-07.  It  included  interior  Belgian
tiles  and  elegant  murals  depicting  European
themes,  most  of  which  are  still  intact.  The
basement   is   partially   above   grade,   and   its
walls are made from sandstone quarried at Co-
lumbus,  Montana.  The  functional  Otis  eleva-
tor is an original installation, making it among
the  oldest  functioning  Otis  elevators   in  the
United  States,  but  it  cost  about  $100,000  to
revitalize  it  and  return  it  to  working  order
about 2004.

Protected  by  a  cast-iron  canopy,  the  Granite
Street  entrance  has  hooks  embedded  in  the
granite steps to attach a red carpet. That entry
was  for members  (all  male);  male  guests  en-
tered on the Alaska Street side.  The panels in
the foyer of the Members' Entrance are beaten
copper, nearly thin enough to be called copper
leaf.   The   top   floor   contained   lodgings   for

iithl I.  Ire]. ,:a.
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members, and it was also occupied by women
who entered via the back stairs. Women could
be  invited  to  join  gentlemen  in  the  second
floor saloon, but were banned from the entry
level.  Members  of the  Silver  Bow  Club  in-
cluded  J.P.   Morgan  and  George  Hearst,   as
well  as  wealthy Butte  businessmen  and mine
owners.   Ironically,   as   mining   declined   in
Butte,  the building  eventually came to be the
headquarters of Butte Miner's Union Local #1
of the  Western  Federation  of Miners,  which
owned  the  building   from  about   1950  until
2003.  The  present  owner  plans  to  develop  a
Celtic-Irish  Cultural   Center;   at  present,   the
lower floors contain offices.

Silver Bow Club.
Photo by Richard

Gibson.
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23. Silver Bow County Courthouse
155 West Granite Street
Architect: Link and Haire
Built:  1910-12

This  is  the  second  Silver Bow  county  court-
house  to  occupy  the  comer  of  Granite  and
Montana Streets. Built in the Beaux-Arts style
and   faced   in   part  with   70-million-year-old
sandstone    from    Columbus,    Montana,    the
building cost about $385,000 -nearly as much
as the state capitol in Helena.

Basic construction is steel frame.  Interior col-
umns contain ducts designed to allow fresh air
flow  into  the  building.  Rotunda  door  frames
are granite, painted to resemble woodutne of
many details that addressed Butte's persistent
fire hazard.

Pink railings surrounding the rotunda on upper
floors are cast iron with scagliola plaster coat-
ings-colored  and  polished  plaster  designed
to resemble marble.  Genuine marble is  found
in  the  main  interior  steps,  rest  rooms,   and
decorative  elements  throughout  the  building,
as  well  as  in  the  pendentives  supporting  the
rotunda dome.

The   original   Silver   Bow   County   courthouse   (1884-
1910) occupied the site of the present courthouse. From
an old post card (BelTyman collection).
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Two  years  after  its  opening,  the  courthouse
served  as  barracks  and  headquarters  for  the
militia that came to control Butte under three
months of martial law in the wake of the dy-
namiting of the  Miners Union Hall  on North
Main Street in June  1914. In September  1914,
a  Gatling  gun  was  set  up  on  the  courthouse
steps   and  a   5,000-candlepower  search  light
was placed on the courthouse roof.

24. Butte Water Company
124 West Granite Street
Architect: George Shanley
Built:  1906

Constructed  in  1906,  this  three-story,  Classi-
cal Greek Revival style building has been the
headquarters   of  the   Butte   Water   Company
since  1923.

The building was originally the main office of
the   Montana   Independent   Telephone   Com-
pany.  The  plaque  on  the  front  entrance  ex-
plains  the  ornateness  of the  building  as  sym-
bolic of the "new-found optimism of the era."
Constructed of brick and stone, the front exte-
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Butte Water Company.  Photo by Stephen Henderson.

rior also has a two-story portico or porch sup-
ported  by  an  order  of slender  Ionic  columns
with   scrolled   capitals.   The   top   entablature
bears the prominent name "Butte Water Co.";
the telephone company name previously occu-
pied that frieze. There is a wrought iron balus-
trade on the second floor between the columns
and a wrought  iron balcony  centrally  located
on the third floor.

Certain materials on the interior of a structure
this  omate  were  in  standardized  use  as  fire
prevention.   Marble,   oak   trim,   terrazzo   (a
flooring material of stone chips set in concrete
and given a smooth surface), and wrought iron
balustrades remain throughout the building. A
large meeting room on the third floor has two
skylights,  and  a  basement  in  the  rear  of the
building is used for storage.

-Robin Manderfeld

engineer
Carroll  arrived in Butte  in  1891, he  took over

over manv miles. Carroll Out his
an

throughout the mining  city  and its  suburbs.  Car-
roll divided the city distribution system` into five
quadrants:  the  South  Side  system  served  a resi-
dential  area;  the  Lower  system  conducted  water
from the Basin Creek Reservoir to the warehouse,
mining,  and residential neighborhoods  along the
bottom of the hill;  the Middle  system served the
main  business  district  and  the  neighborhoods  to
the  west  of uptown  supplie
Reservoir; the High  Servi

d residential
er,  as  well

properties  perched  alon

the  West  Side
em  served  the

enterville north of
e  extensive  mining

e` brow  of the  Butte
hill;   and  finally,  the  Moulton  system  supplied
Walkerville, at the top of the hill, with water. The
distribution  sys
lineal feet of K

onsisted  of nearly  800,000
ameln steel pipe, ranging in di-

ameter from 2 to 20 inches, chosen for its flexibil-
ity where constant mining activity causes signifi-
cant disturbance underground.

-Briar Shovers

Reference
Eugene  Carroll,  "The  Water  Works  Plant  of  Butte,
Moatzl"r Journal Of the American Water Works Asso-
cz.czfjo#,  17, No. 3 (Mar.1927), 371-374.
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25. Hamilton Block
45 West Broadway Street
Architect: Henry M. Patterson
Built:  1892

BUTTE DAY        129

Built  for  businessman  Patrick  J.   Hamilton,
this    52'xl00'    three-story    brick    structure
served  typical  Butte  functions:  stores  on  the
first  floor  and  lodgings  above.  The  building
replaced a pair of two-story restaurants at the

Original configuration assumed on
the  basis of Dhvsjcal  evidence
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comer  of Utah  ®revious  name  of Hamilton
Street)  and Broadway,  and a Chinese  store at
49 W. Broadway.

The  iron  store-front  columns  were  cast  by
Montana Iron Works of Butte,  located on the
edge  of  Chinatown  at  213-215   South  Main
when the Hamilton was  erected.  The  tin  cor-
nice is one of the longest comices surviving in
Butte.   Exterior  stone  sills,  lintels,   and  key-
stones are likely Butte granite.

The first floor has been somewhat remodeled.
Three   businesses-from   the   comer   to   the
west:  a  saloon,  a  store,  and  a  restaurant-
originally occupied the Broadway Street front,
and the hotel entrance was at the middle of the
building's  east  front  on  Hamilton  Street  (the
entry archway survives). The first floor was a
cafe prior to occupancy by the current antique
store.  Upper  floors  are  largely  intact,  though
deteriorating,   and  retain  original  woodwork
and  open  skylight.  Gold  leaf formerly  deco-
rated picture molding on the third floor.

Hamilton Block. Photo by Richard Gibson.

LO..l"D..^I.   .Ictlou

Hamilton  Block  fieldwork  by  Koshlan  Mayer-Blackwell,  Martina  Parrish,  Lesley  M.  Gilmore,  Amanda  Mcore,
Maire O'Neill. Drawing team: Todd Lampinen and Martina Parrish.
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26. St. John's Episcopal Church
15 North Idaho Street
Built:  1881
Restored 1918-21, enlarged 1936

Faced in Butte granite, this  church is the old-
est standing church in Butte, predating St. Pat-
rick's  Roman  Catholic  Church  by  one  year
although the latter is the oldest religious com-
munity in town, initiated in  1866 as a mission.
St. John's is closely connected to Copper King
W.A.  Clark,  whose  mansion  is  just  a  block
north.  The  parish  hall  and  basement  gymna-
sium were added in 1917. For three years after
a  1918  fire  gutted  the  interior,  services  were
held in the parish hall, and not until  1931  was
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the  stained-glass  window behind the  altar re-
stored. That window was executed by Pompeo
Bertini,  stained-glass  artist  for  the  Cathedral
of  Milan,  Italy,  and  is  dedicated  to  Clark's
daughter Jessie,  who  died three weeks before
her third birthday  in  1878.  The restoration of
the window was paid for by Clark's son Wil-
liam  A.,  Jr.,  and  Jessie's  twin  sister,  Cath-
erine.   Additional   expansions   have   included
enlarging the chancel and adding the chapel in
1936.  Most  of  the  stained  glass  in  the  side
windows  was  manufactured by  J  &  R  Lamb
Studios,  of New  York  and  New  Jersey,  and
includes  mining  and patriotic  motifs  in  addi-
tion to traditional religious imagery.

ST. JOHN'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Fieldwork  by  Rolene  Schliesman,  C.  Riley  Aug6,
Denys  Dutton,  Barb  Dutton,  and  Richard  Gibson.

0'       10'       20'                  40'                     DrawingbyJackieLitt|e.
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27. Mother Lode Theater, 315 W. Park St.
Architects: Link and Haire
Built:  1923

The Mother Lode Theater and the Finlen Ho-
tel represent the only large buildings surviving
in Butte from the last construction boom in the
early 1920s. After that time, a declining popu-
lation  and  ongoing  economic  woes  discour-
aged major building projects. This Beaux-Arts
structure  has  four  colossal  engaged  columns
with  Ionic   capitals,   1ions'  heads,   decorative
iron work,  and multi-colored terra cotta high-
lighting its monumental fagade. Art Deco inte-
rior   features   include   the   proscenium   arch,
whose  openings  are  covered with  fabric.  The
floor above  the main theater contains  a large
ballroom  presently  used  for  set  design  and
storage.   Upper   floors   included   offices   and
wardrobe facilities.

The  theater was  built  as  the  Temple  Theater
annex by the Masons, whose temple dating to
1901  is  attached  to  the  Mother  Lode  on  the
east. The economic and population decline led
the Masons to lease their 1200-seat auditorium
as  a movie theater (the Fox) beginning in the
1930s,  and in the  late  1980s they donated the
structure   to   Butte-Silver  Bow   City-County,
which immediately leased it to the Butte Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts, a non-profit group
that has  managed the  site  since  then.  The  or-

Fagade detail, Mother Lode Theater. Photo by R. Gibson.

ganization raised more than  $3,000,000  for  a
restoration project  completed  in  1996,  which
included  a new roof,  electrical  and plumbing
refurbishments, a new stage floor, upholstery,
furnace,  and  marquee.  In  1997  a  lower-level
children's theater seating  106 was added.

The   Mother  Lode   Theater  is   home  to  the
Community   Concert  Association,   the   Butte
Symphony, Montana Repertory Theatre, Mis-
soula  Children's  Theatre,  Western  States  Op-
era  Company,   San  Diego  Ballet  Company,
and the Montana Chorale. It is the only survi-
vor  of  at  least   seven   grand  theaters   from
Butte's heyday that hosted performers includ-
ing Sarah Bemhardt, Eurico Caruso, Rudolph
Valentino, Charlie Chaplin, and Mark Twain.

28. Congregation B'nai Israel Temple
327 West Galena Street
Built:  1903

The oldest synagogue in Montana still used as
a house  of worship  is  also  one  of few  in  the
United  States  still  in use to retain its  original

B'nai Israel Temple. Photo by Richard Gibson.
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Fieldwork by  Rolene  Schliesman,  C.  Riley Aug6,  and
Richard Gibson. Drawing by Jackie Little.

Moorish turret. The Jewish community was an
important   element   of  Butte   business   from
1875,  and Butte's first mayor,  German immi-
grant  Henry  Jacobs  (home  at  the  comer  of
Montana   and   Granite   Streets)   was   Jewish.
Two  orthodox  congregations  were  ultimately
disbanded,   and   the   reformed   Congregation
B'nai Israel eventually became the sole Jewish
group  in  Butte.  They  met  in  the  Caapenter's
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Union  Hall  (156  W.  Granite)  and  the  Moun-
tain   View   Methodist   Church   (Montana   at
Quartz St.) until this synagogue was dedicated
in early  1904.

Stained glass in the synagogue commemorates
early  business  owners,  the  Symons  and  Op-
penheimer  families.  They  were  the  founders
and   long-time   proprietors   of   Symons   Dry
Goods  Company,  eventually  one  of  Butte's
most  prominent  department  stores  which  oc-
cupied the  1906 Phoenix Block at 66 W. Park
St.

29. 315 South Washington Street
Built:  1883

Wood frame buildings with brick veneers be-
gan to be constructed in Butte during the late
1870s as a reaction to major urban fires. Brick
and  the  use  of formal  architectural  style  are
indications of Butte's transition from a tempo-
rary camp to an established city. This building
is  an  early  example  of this  transition.  It  was
almost certainly  constructed in  1883,  the date
of the newspapers used to span the gaps in the
interior sheathing boards.

3 15 South Washington Street. Photo by Richard Gibson.
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The  mansard  second-story  space  and  arched
projecting dormers identify this refined struc-
ture as French Second Empire style. The pres-
ence  of separate  rooms  and  connecting  hall-
ways  on  both  levels  suggest  that  despite  the
small   size,   this   building   was   probably   de-
signed  and  initially  used  as  a  small  hotel  or
boarding house.  It had a relatively large  one-
story kitchen  at the  rear,  and  is  located  on  a
slight rise  along what was  once  an  important
travelers'  route  into  Butte  along  Washington
and Idaho Streets.  South of this building were
several   livery   stables   and   associated   busi-
nesses  catering  to  travelers,  and  the  adjacent
property to the north has  a barn on the  alley.
The  building  is  near  what  was,  in  1883,  the
southern  edge  of  the  most  densely  built-up
part of Butte. Nearby, both Idaho Street Alley

and  Washington  Street Alley
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had a predominance of alley-
addressed housing  that  faced
these      narrow      corridors,
though demolition has greatly
reduced  their  numbers  in  re-

East elevation (below)  and dormer
detail (left) drawn by Greg  Sattler.
Partial   section   (right)   drawn   by
Gene L. Whelchel.

cent   decades.    An   extant   small   two-room
miner's  cabin  with  independent  doors  faces
the alley.

The   construction   of  the   boarding  house   is
similar  to  later  construction  techniques,  but
with  some  variations,  the  most  significant  of
which  is  that  the  wall  studs  can  best  be  de-
scribed as 2x3 instead of later 2x4s. The foun-
dation is mortared stone rubble that was built
upon by wood plate,  2x3  studs  and  lx plank
sheathing on both sides. An air space was left
between the sheathing and the bricks, with the
bricks  periodically  anchored to  the  sheathing
with  mine  spikes.  All  of the joists  are  rough
cut  and  were  wide  spaced,  with  wide-plank
open-joist bottom floors. The gaps in the hori-
zontal   sheathing   boards   were   closed   with
pasted  newspapers  and  finished  with  a  wide
muslin fabric tacked over the surface. The sec-
ond floor was established with a vertical board
system placed edge to edge and linked with a
horizontal  board.  The  mansard  roof line  was
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established with  curved rafters  that projected
over the  first-floor  soffits.  The wood shingles
were nailed to the rafters and then directly to the
vertical boards  of the  second story.  Full-height
double-hung  windows  were  capped  with  eye-
brow-arched  dormers  on  all  facades.  Presuma-
bly the west dormer was removed with the addi-
tion.  The building is capped with a low-profile
hip  roof draining to  all  sides  and was  covered
with sheet-metal roofing.

The first addition to the boarding house was a
second  story room that caps the kitchen.  Still
evident  is  the  half-hip  kitchen  roof that  was
covered.  The structure that covers the kitchen
is   much  more  typical   of  many   of  Butte's
buildings, with its use of 2 x 4 and wood lath
that received plaster.  Milled  and planed lum-
ber  instead  of rough-sawn  boards  also  mark
this  change  in  construction.  Exterior  details
were also simplified in this capping room ad-
dition.  About the turn of last century the Vic-
torian-style front porch was added; the dentils
of the fascia board extend behind and are hid-
den by the porch addition. The turned columns
are  common to many homes  that were  in flu-
enced  by  the  Queen  Anne  decorative  style
popular at the time (1890s). Note that the col-
umns  of the  porch  do  not  match:  the  south-
eastern  comer  column  is  slightly  different  in
design and proportion.

This  bare-bones  building  is  undergoing  reha-
bilitation  with  plans  to  adapt  it  into  a  small
home and offlce.

-Mark Reavis

30. 612 West Galena Street
Built:  c. 1912

Please see essay on following pages by Brian
Shovers.
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31. 300 block of west Copper Street
Slag-brick retaining wall

The process  of hot casting of slag bricks was
invented   in   Butte,   by   J.E.   Gaylord   at   the
Parrott Smelter before  1887.  Smelter books of
the day described his  simple method of pour-
ing hot,  molten  slag  directly  into  cast-iron or
sand-clay  molds.  The  technique  was  consid-
ered an innovation over traditional shaping of
partly cooled slag,  a more labor-intensive  ap-
proach.

Standard slag bricks  from the Parrott Smelter
were   12   x   6   x   6   inches,   and  weighed  55
pounds.  One  man  could produce  about  350  a
day,  and  they  were  sold  at  85¢  to  $1.00  per
hundred-less   than    a   penny   apiece,   but
enough to pay the slag worker's wage of about
$2.50  per  day  and  still  turn  a  profit.  Initial
uses included linings for kilns and retorts and
for road beds in mine yards, but smaller bricks
were  also  sold  to  make  residential  retaining
walls  like  the  one  in  the  300  block  of West
Copper Street.

Slag  brick  retaining  wall,  300  block  of Copper  Street
(between   Idaho   and   Washington   Streets).   Photo   by
Richard Gibson.
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MULTI-FAMILY BUILDING  F.ORMS IN
BUTTE, MONTANA,1890-1920
Brian Shovers

Between  1890  and  1916,  mining  for  copper

precipitated  an  unprecedented  explosion  in
Butte's   population,   and   an   accompanying
shortage of housing. Within a brief period of
thirty  years,  the  young  upstart  gold  mining
camp   blossomed  into   a  thriving   industrial
metropolis,  the  largest population  center be-
tween Minneapolis and Spokane.  From  1865
to  1895  the wooden false fronts  of the Butte
commercial district gave way to a more sub-
stantial,  permanent architecture  of stone and
brick.  The  sense  of permanence  reflected  in
the masonry banks, the retail stores, and thea-
ters that lined Park and Main streets was ech-
oed in the new multi-family residences along
the perimeter of the  central business  district.
The    two-story,    brick-veneered    duplexes,
fourplexes,  and  sixplexes,  clustered  around
the main arterials crisscrossing the Butte hill,

represented  a  solution  to  a  serious  housing
shortage  at  the  turn-of-the-century,  and  ex-

:rroeis:£eaEfsi:!dfng  form  translated  to  Butte

The  rapid  expansion  of  copper  mining  and
ore  processing   in  Butte  transformed  Butte
from a camp to a city in short order. In  1898,
2,500  men  worked  underground  in  Butte's
260   mines;  by  1910 that number had grown
to  almost  7,000  men  in  344  mines.  At  the
same time over 5,100 men and 2,600 women
supported  the  industrial  workforce  in  trade,
domestic  and  personal  service,  professional
jobs, public service,  and a large clerical con-
tingent.    Coincident   with    the    exponential
growth of the mining in Butte came a tremen-
dous   demand  for  goods   and  services,   and
those  employed in this  facet of the  economy
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Fig.  1. A brick flat design found in Win. Radford's Portfolio of Plans, published in Chicago in  1909 and
repeated in Butte, slightly altered, in the  1910s.
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also  needed  housing.   This  growing  middle
class   group   of   small   businessmen,   retail
clerks,    secretaries,    railroad   workers,    and
skilled    craftsmen    sought    housing    within
walking   distance   of  work,   and   dwellings
which offered the modem amenities of elec-
tric  lights,  running  water  and  central  heat.2
Real  estate  agents,  building  contractors,  and
other  perceptive  entrepreneurs  responded  to
this  demand  by  constructing  functional  yet
tasteful duplexes  and fouaplexes  close to the
service centers of the local economy (an area
bounded on the west by Excelsior on the east
by  Main  St.  on  the  south  by  Aluminum  St.
and on the north by Copper St.).

Ironically,  the  industrialization  that bred  de-
plorable  living  conditions  within  cities  also
contributed to the accouterments of suburban
life:   modem plumbing features  such as por-
celain   sinks   and   zinc-lined  bathtubs   were
now  available,  as  were manufactured wood-
work detailing for porches and interiors,  and

3i#q::I,£]g;'n:essexetxe:£eonrss].¥eE£]ecksb::]de[]::
forms    adapted    to    these    new    materials
emerged not newly minted from the drawing
boards  of professional architects, but instead
were  erected  from  stock  plans  in  building
manuals and from contractors'  careful analy-
ses  of completed  buildings.  Builders  in  the
East  and  Midwest  used  several  forms  that
ultimately    reappeared,    somewhat    altered,
some  2,000  miles  away  in  Butte  during  the
first  two  decades  of the  twentieth  century.4
(See Figure  1, Radford).

Between  1890  and  1920,  over  396  one-and
two-story  multi-family  dwellings  sprang  up
in Butte. These dwellings can be divided into
five basic forms or types, each with innumer-
able variations upon a basic theme.  The next
most important form emerged south and west
of the  central business  district between  1906
and   1916,   which   we   will   call   the   porch-
fronted  walkup  flat.  The  wooden,  two-story
porch represented the primary design feature
of these brick-veneered fourplexes. The bilat-

eral  symmetry  of the door and window con-
figuration and a central stairway splitting the
porch in half and the use of a pediment over
the porch entry pointed back to Neoclassical
styles. The porches, framed by a hipped roof,
supported by  plain wooden posts  and balus-
trade,  created  a transition  space between the
interior  and the  street,  an important  element
of the  Gothic Revival  cottage.  The  flooaplan
constituted a series  of arched openings  sepa-
rating  the  front parlor  in  the  front  from  the
kitchen in back.5

The  porch-fronted  walkup  blended  both  the
financial  considerations  of the  ownerfouilder
with amenities desired by a growing commer-
cial middle class of men and women seeking
housing  within  walking  distance  of  a  bur-
geoning  business   district.   In   a   1984   inter-
view,  Mary Weldon,  the  owner and resident
of  a   porch-fronted   walkup   at   647   South
Idaho,  reflected  on  the  historical  importance
of providing  the  modem  conveniences  of an
indoor bathroom,  electric  lights,  a gas  cook-
ing  range,  and  hardwood  floors  to  salaried
workers with little economic risk to the prop-
erty  owner.  A  front porch provided  an  exte-
rior   space   for  socializing   during  the  brief
Butte summer, while an enclosed back porch
provided  additional  storage.  During  the  first
decade  of the  twentieth  century  these  multi-
family   dwellings   remained  within   walking
distance     of    the     neighborhood     grocery,
churches,  schools,  theaters,  and the  streetcar
line.   The   monthly   rent   of   $20   remained
within  the  means   of  a  clerk  earning   $70/
month,   and  Hennessey's   Department  Store
actually  offered furniture  and  floor and win-
dow coverings for small monthly payments.6

A Profile of Owners, Builders,
and Tenants

An  examination  of the  Butte  city  directories
and census records  from  1900-1920 provides
insight  into  who  built,  owned,  and  lived  in
the  growing  numbers  of duplexes  and  four-
plexes   built   during   Butte's   transformation
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Fig.  2.  A porch-fronted  walkup  built  in  Butte  in
the  1910s  at 608-612 West Galena  Street by con-
tractors   to   house   growing  numbers   of  middle
class residents during the boom in copper produc-
tion. Photo by Brian Shovers.

into  a  regional  metropolis  in  a  three  block
area of West Galena Street (600-900) within
walking distance of the business district. Be-
tween   1906  and  1913  nine  two-story  brick
fourplexes  appeared  on  this  one  residential
street.  (Fig.  2)   The owners  ranged from the
inspector at the Butte Water Co.,  Met Alex-
ander  (611-615  West  Galena)  to  Thomas  C.
Bowden,  a  mine  engineer  at  the  Mountain
View    Mine    (638-646    West    Galena)    to
Charles Plumley, a contractor (736-746 West
Galena).  Orily  one  of  these  men,  Plumley,
represented both the owner and builder and a
resident  in  the  dwelling  for  a  short  period.
The  list  of residents  over  time  included  car
salesmen,  miners,  a  reporter,  a  clerk  of the
district  court,   a  bank  cashier,   and  Butte's
only Socialist mayor, Lewis Duncan (704 W.
Galena).  The  huge  demand  for  middle-class
housing  during  this  period  of booming  cop-
per  production  made  construction  of  these
multi-family  residences  a  sound  investment.
Classified  ads  in  the  ,47zoco72c7cz  Sfcr#c7czrc7  in
1910 revealed that a three-room flat in Butte
brought  the  owner  $15/month,  while  a  six-
room  flat  rented  for  $30/month.  As  late  as
1954  a  four-room  flat  still  rented  for  $25/
month.  The amenities  offered by these mod-
em  apartments  represented  a  step  above  the

much  smaller  worker's  cottages  or  shotgun
houses  found  closer  to  the  mines  in  Center-
ville,  Walkerville,  and  Dublin  Gulch  selling
for  approximately  $750.  Renting  constituted
a less risky financial proposition in a mining
town  jolted  by  periodic  strikes,  fluctuating
world  prices  for  copper,   and  a  variety  of
other fiscal crises.7

Carpenters  and  building  contractors,  not  ar-
chitects,  designed  and  constructed  the  Butte
brick  duplexes   and   fourplexes.   Thomas   J.
Angell,  Jr.  began working  in Butte  as  a car-
penter  in  1899,  and  during  the  next  twenty
years  built  a  number  of brick  walkup  four-
plexes south of Park Street on West Silver St.
(642-644  West  Silver)  while  residing  in  the
neighborhood.  Another  caapenter/contractor,
Charles   Elderkin,   who   lived  at  621   South
Idaho, constructed a number of porch-fronted
flats in an effort to "provide alternative living
arrangements to houses and apartments."8

The question remains, where do these famil-
iar Butte building  forms  come  from?   Some
are  reminiscent  of brick  duplexes  and  four-
plexes  found  in  published  plan  books  from
the first several decades of the twentieth cen-
tury.  William  A.  Radford,  a  Chicago  archi-
tect and co-owner of the  Radford Millworks
in  Oshkosh,  Wisconsin,  published  a  collec-

Fig.  4.  A  fouxplex  built  by  Thomas  Bowden,   a
mine engineer at the Mountain View Mine, at 638-
646 West Galena Street. Photo by Brian Shovers.
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tion of over 300  designs  for houses,  bungalows,
apartments,   and  commercial  buildings   in  Rczc7-

ford's  Portf;olio  of Plans, in  1909. I+2wdford Of-
fered a set of working blueprints for $10, guiding
the builder through every detail of these wooden
and brick  designs.  The  exterior design  elements
and   interior   flooaplans   of  these   two   Radford
brick flats can be seen in several of the Butte du-
plexes.   Both  the  Butte   flats   and  the  Radford
plans  feature  a  parlor,  two  bedrooms,  a  dining
room,  and  a  kitchen,  measuring  approximately
1,000  square  feet  at  a  constructed  cost  of be-
tween   $4,000-$5,000.   (See   Figure   1,   Radford

plan).  While the exact origin of the fouaplex de-
sign  in  Butte  remains  a  mystery,  there  are  dis-
tinctive   elements   that   remain   quintessentially
Butte,   such  as  the   split  wooden  stairway  and
Porches.9

Notes

1.  Dale  Martin  and  Brian  Shovers,  "Butte,  Montana:
An Architectural and Historical Inventory of the Na-
tional  Landmark  District,"  Butte  Historical  Society,
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ture,  Labor  &  Industry   (Helena,   1898),   186;   Thir-
teenth  Census  of the  United  States,  Vol.  IV,  Popula-
/z.o77,  /9/0 (Washington, D.C.,1914), 216-218.
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104.
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5. Martin and Shovers, p.130-132.
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9;  Patty  Dean,  "Furnishing  Butte:  Consumerism  and
Homemaking  in  the  Copper  Capital,  1909-1912,  Pc7-
cific  Nortlowest  Quarterly  (Vof.  97, No.  2,),  79-80.
There was a monthly payment of $ 15/mo. on furniture
bought   on   i.#s/cz//77?e77/  pcz);7%e#/  p/cr77,   affordable   to
middle class salaried workers.
7.   Montana   Historical   and  Architectural   Inventory
forms,  Butte  Landmark  District  Architectural  lnven-
tory,1984;  rfze 47zczco#c7c7 S/cz77c7czrc7,    May  2,1915,  p.

14.

8.   Montana   Historical   and  Architectural   Inventory
forms,1984.
9.  W.INiflm  I+f3;diord,  Radf;ord's   Porif;olio   of  Plans
(Chicago,   IL.,   1909),   268-269;   Radford,   j3czc7/orc7's
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Plan  diagram,  612  West  Galena.  Fieldwork by
Brian Shovers, sketch by Maire O'Neill.
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First  Baptist  Church  (1907-08),  201   West  Broadway
Street.  Presbyterian  Church  in  left  background.  Photo
by Richard Gibson.

Butte's "Church Zone", the three-block-wide area
between Washington and Alaska\ Streets,  and ex-
tending  fi.om  Quartz  Street  on  the  north to  Por-
phyry  Street on the  south,  contained about  18  of
Butte's 46 churches at the peak of population in
1917.  Nine  are  still  standing.  Butte's  diversity  is
especially evident in the block bounded by Idaho,
Galena, Washingt.on,  and Mercury Streets, where
the   Jewish   Synagogue,   St.   Patrick's   Catholic
Church,   and   St.    Paul's   Methodist   Episcopal
Church still stand. The northwest comer of Idaho
and Mercury is the site of the Baptist Church that
served   Butte's   African-American    Community
(together  with  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal
Church,   still  standing  on  Platinum  near  Idaho
Street).  St. Paul's Methodist has not been used as
a church since about 1917; it is the site of the rald
led by  Captain Omar Bradley  on the  radical  In-
dustrial Workers of the World officesv in  1918. At
that  time  the  building  also  housed  the  printing
presses of the Butte Daily Bulletin, nearly the only
anti-Company newspaper in the state. The comer
of Poxphyry  and  Idaho  Streets  is  the  site  of the
original  Serbian  Orthodox  Church,  erected  there
in 1904-05, the second Serbian Orthodox Church
built  in  North  America.  Subsiding  mine  tunnels
and  damage  from  a  1`959  earthquake  led  to  the
construction of a new Holy Trinity Serbian Ortho-
dox  Church  on  Continental  Drive,  about  three
miles southeast of uptown Butte.

-RIchard Gibson

Curtis   Music   Hall   (Gamer's   Cafe),    15   West   Park
Street.  Built  1892  and  designed  by  Henry  Patterson.
Photo by Richard Gibson.
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32. 211 West Quartz Street
Four-Square Miner's Cottage
Built:  1885

The  kitchen  addition  on  the  north  side  was
early,  before  1888;  the  pantry  and  northeast
comer  room  were  added  between  1900  and
1916.  Renovation  in  the   1930s  enclosed  the
original  front  porch  and  added  the  interior
French doors. This block was Irish for at least
50  years;  the  shamrock  and  "IRA"  (for  Irish
Republican  Army)  painted  in  the  basement
date to  1932.  Diverse basement walls  include
unmortared rubble,  brick,  granite blocks,  and
granite bedrock.

BUTTE:  DAY         141

33. 209-213 North Idaho Street
Row Houses (no interior access)
Architect: Charles M. Prentice
Built: c. 1898

These three attached Italianate homes  step up
Idaho  Street,  reflecting  a  common  accommo-
dation to Butte's topography. The middle unit
upstairs   (2111/2)   was   home   to   Butte   Police
Chief of Detectives Ed Morrissey,  implicated
in the murder of Frank Little in  1917. Morris-
sey probably murdered his wife here in  1919,
and  died  in  his  bed  here  in  1922  of injuries
suffered  in  a  fight.  The  brick buildings  were
erected before 1900, probably about 1898.

209-213 North Idaho Street. Photo by Richard Gibson.

34. 212 North Crystal Street
Architect: unknown
Built: c. 1892-93

This  stately  Queen  Anne  mansion  was  built
for  William  J.  Alexander,  a  successful  Butte
grocer who came to Butte in  1880.  The home
rests   on  a   granite   stone   foundation   and   is
wood  frame  with  brick  veneer.  The  only  al-
terations  are  a  relocated  third-floor  stairway,
and an  addition  on the rear (east)  side  dating
to  1900-1916.

With  its  hilltop  location  and  dramatic  view
west   down   Quartz   Street,   this   prestigious
home  anchors  the  Hub  Addition,  developed

VERNACULAR ARCHITECTURE F.OFiuM  30TH ANNUAL MEE.TING,  BUTTE,  MONTANA 2009



142      BUITEDAy

1956 in the city jail when, arrested for reckless
driving, he ended up sharing a cell with another
Butte   legend,   William  "Awful"   Knofel;   the
jailer provided the handle "Evel."

Knievel parlayed his  interest  in  fast  machines
from  a  partnership   in   a'  Washington  Honda
dealership into a series of dangerous stunts be-
ginning  with  a jump  over  a  pit  of venomous
snakes  in  Moses  Lake,  Washington  in  1965.
Two  years  later  Knievel  made  headlines  by
flying   141   feet  over  the  fountain  at  Caesar's
Palace  in  Las  Vegas,  but  the  landing  jarred
Knievel   from   the   Triumph   motorcycle   and
pitched him into  the  concrete.  For the next 29
days Knievel remained in a coma with multiple
rib fi.actures, a broken hip, and crushed pelvis.
When Knievel  awoke  he  found himself a na-
tional celebrity, proclaiming himself ``Th.e Last
Gladiator in the New Rome."

The Caesar Palace crash, captured on film, cata-
pulted  Knievel  from  a  local  stuntman  into  an

Photo  by  Bill  Wolf,  c.   1979,  from  Wikipedia
Commons, under Creative Commons Attribution
and Share Alike license.

VEF3NACuLAF3 AF3CHITECTURE F-ORUM  30TH ANNUAL MEETING,  BUTTE,  MONTANA 2009



during  the  building  boom  of the   l890s.  Set
among  less  omate  middle-class  homes,  cot-
tages,  boarding  houses,  and  a  stone's  throw
from  the  much  later  Mueller  Apartments  on
Granite Street (1917), this building epitomizes
the juxtaposition  of class  evident  throughout
Butte.

Alexander's grocery was at 64 W. Park Street,
but the neighborhood of this home was served
by the Crystal Street Grocery one block south
at  Granite   Street   (northwest   comer;   closed
circa  1973;  a  vacant  lot  today)  and  Finley's
Grocery    at    Quartz    and    Jackson     Street
(southeast comer).

-Nicole von Gaza

Fieldwork  by  Nicole  von  Gaza  and  Richard  Gibson.
Drawing by Richard Gibson.
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35. 301 N. Crystal
Architect: Charles M. Prentice
Built: 1898

This eclectic modified Italianate home was the
residence  of  the  architect  until  about   1907.
Prentice   was   noted   for   interesting  window
alignments   and   "inventive   corbelling";   the
short hips  on the roof are unusual  on Butte's
Italianate  homes,   which   are  usually   simple
flats with straight or stepped brick or masonry
comices.   Two   families,  totaling  five  adults
and one teem-ager,lived here in  1900. Always
a middle-class residence,  in  1928 two couples
lived  here  including  an  assistant  secretary  at
the  U.S.  Buildi'ng  and  Loan  Association  and
his  wife,  and  a  shift boss  at  the  Black  Rock
Mine  and  his  wife.   The  original  polygonal
wood  frame  structure  is  largely  unchanged,
although  original  wood  siding  has  been  cov-
ered by shingles.  Original interior features in-

Fieldwork and drawing by Richard Gibson.
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clude  stained  glass  (upstairs  transoms,  base-
ment outside door) and painted wood grain.

The  house  is  set  into  mine  tailings  derived
from  a  shaft  that  was  located  to  the  north,
where  Cheyenne  Park  is  today.  Tailings  can
be  seen  in  the  basement  in  the  wall  beneath
the stairs. The garage is probably not original,
but is  a relatively early addition likely  dating
to the  1920s.

36. 600 block of West Quartz Street
Layout dates to: pre-1891

The  angled setbacks  for the buildings  at 631-
647    reflect    original    construction    fronting
along  a mining  claim boundary.  Many build-
ings  in  Butte  have  subtle  angularity  with  re-
spect to  street fronts  (the  Leonard Hotel,  205
West Granite, is a good example - look up to
see   the   asymmetry),   but  this   collection   of
homes is probably the best. The jog in Quartz
Street where it crosses Crystal accommodated
this  original  mining  claim  layout  when  the
northern part  of the  Hub  Addition  began  to
grow about  1890, and especially after the first
public  school was built-Lincoln Elementary
in  1892  at  Clark and Broadway  Streets.  Sev-
eral  homes  also  received unexpected and un-
usual  front  yards  when  Quartz  Street's  final
position was defined.

Below:   1914  Sanbom  fire  insurance  map  of the  600
block  of  West  Quartz  Street,  showing  angled  layout
following  mining  claim boundary.  212  and  301  North
Crystal, described in this section, are indicated.

I.i-                                                                                                                                                               -.'1           ...-                                 '
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37.   Alley   between   Quartz   and   Granite
Streets

Most of Uptown Butte's streets and many al-
leys were originally paved with shaped rectan-
gular  granite  blocks.  Many  streets  still  have
these  paving  stones,  in  some  cases  beneath
later brick, concrete, or asphalt coverings, and
the granite pavers are often revealed by street
or  utility   work.   Longer   curbstones   survive
along  a  few  blocks,  such  as  Hamilton  Street
between  Granite  and  Broadway,  and  in  the
300 block of Broadway in front of the Charles
Clark  Chateau.   The  only  significant  visible
granite-paved   surfaces   are   in   alleyways-
behind  the  Dumas  Brothel  (45  W.  Mercury
Street), the alley north of the Archives Build-
ing   (old  Butte   Fire   Station,   17   W.   Quartz
Street),  and  the  best  is  a  long  stretch  of the
alley between Granite and Quartz  Streets,  ex-
tending  west  from  Crystal  Street to  Alabama
Street.
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38. 609 West Granite Street
Built: c. 1896-99

This home. is a fine example of the brick Ital-
ianate  style  with  a  single-bay  front-one  of
several styles that typify the near west side of
Uptown  Butte.  The  parapet  above  the  two-
story bay lends a castle-like appearance to the
house,  which  was  home  to  a miner who  be-
came   a  mine   foreman   and   labor   commis-
sioner.

609 West Granite Street. First floor plan. Fieldwork and
drawing by Richard Gibson.
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39. 724 West Granite Street
Built by: R.R. Williams
Built:  1898

This  home  is  a  typical  Queen  Anne  miner's
cottage,  one  of  many  along  Granite  Street.
The original floor plan is essentially intact; the
back porch and attic dormer are additions as is
the  inside  bathroom.   Immigrant  Irish  miner
John Powers lived here with his family begin-
ning in 1900, and the property remained in the
family until  about  1995.  Mass-produced Vic-
torian     elements     including     stained     glass
torobably produced by  the  Butte  Art  Stained
Glass   Works),   turned   columns   and   balus-
trades, and fish-scale shingles were all afford-
able by Butte's working class.  Architect R.R.
Williams was a carpenter who lived in the du-
plex next door to this property.

724 West Granite Street. Fieldwork by Rolene Schlies-
man,   Kent  Good,   and  C.   Riley  Auge.   Drawing  by
Jackie Little. Photo (above right) by Richard Gibson.

year, in  1899-1900, when the Decorative Glass
Works opened at 136 West Granite Street. After
Butte Art  Stained Glass  closed in  1904, it was
succeeded by Butte Glass Works-simple glaz-
ing,  and eventually adding automobile glass to
its line of waits. Today's Butte Glass on South
Utah   Street  is  the   successor  to   the   original
stained glass company.

In addition to th

upscale
ran8mg- 11
West Side 1S

Lmany private

that the
the tex-

tured  glass  in  Mountain  View  and  St.  Paul's
Methodist  Episcopal  Churches,  both  built  in
1899-1900.

-Richard Gibson & Mitzi Rossillon

Detail of textured
stained glass in Moun-
tain View Methodist
Church. Photo by
Richard Gibson.
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40. Andrew Jackson Davis Home
845 West Granite Street
Built:  1890

Brothers   Andrew   and   John   Davis   erected
these mirror-image homes in  1890  at costs of
about $7,000 each. The original separate front
stairways led from the front door to the street,
but after the street was lowered c.  1900-1905,
a  central  stair  serving  both  homes  was  in-
stalled.  About  1905,  845  West  Granite  was
remodeled  to  add rooms  on  the  second  floor
and bay windows were moved from the side to
the back of the house;  the  28'  x 41'  carriage
house  was  added  then,  and  its  elevator  still
functions.  Light switches behind doors reflect
a lack of confidence that electricity was more
than a fad.  The change from early square-nail
construction to round nails  can be  seen in the
attic,   which   also   has   a   masonry   chimney
carved to resemble bricks.

-Josh Yarrington

845 West Granite Street, attic and maid's quarters floor
plan.  Fieldwork by  Josh  Yarrington  and  Richard  Gib-
son.  Drawing  by  Richard  Gibson.  Dashed  lines  repre-
sent  approximate  limit of Period  1  (1890)  roofing  tim-
bers within attic addition.
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41. Mary MacLane House
417-419 North Excelsior Street
Built: before 1900

This typical bay-fronted flat was home to con-
troversial  Butte  author  Mary  MacLane  from
about  1900  to  1909.  The  structure  is  largely
intact  with  some  modifications,  damage  and
deterioration.  The  front porch  is  original;  the
back porch was originally Y-shaped with two
independent, two-story porches that had stairs
leading  to  a  central  platform  and  then  to  the
ground. The open back porches were enclosed
and connected to each level about  1915, when
the bath was installed. Designed in the manner
of a typical  four-unit  walkup  flat,  this  home
was constructed as a two-unit duplex with in-
temal  stairs.  The  duplex  had  a  stacked upper

MacLane  House,  first  floor  plan.  Front  porch  not  de-
picted.  Courtesy Mark Reavis and Montana Tech pres-
ervation program.
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and lower unit on the south and an upper and
lower  floor  on  the  north;  the  latter  was  the
MacLane home. Mary MacLane was  19 years
old  and  living here  in  1901  when  she penned
her    famous    diary,    7l¢e    S/ory    o/   A4czry
A4czcfcz72e.  Shocking  for  its  day,  the  diary  ex-

presses  Mary's  eroticism  and  strange  dreams
with  remarkable   frankness.   The   book   sold
100,000 copies in its first month and was cited
by Ernest Hemingway  and Gertrude  Stein  as
an influence in their search for a new Ameri-
can writing style.

Many  interior  changes  took  place  over  the
decades  with  the  lower  floor  opened  to  con-
nect  the  two  original  units,  forming  a  first-
floor  single-family  home.  The  interior  stairs

MacLane  House,  second  floor  plan.  Front  porch  not
depicted.   Courtesy  Mark  Reavis   and   Montana  Tech
preservation program.

MacLane House, east elevation. Thirty feet wide, thirty-
four  feet  high.   Courtesy  Mark  Reavis  and  Montana
Tech preservation program.

were removed but the two  second-story units
remained, tuning the house into a 3-plex prior
to  the beginning  of restoration work.  The  re-
moval of the internal stairs was a unique fomi
of birth control undertaken by the family-the
father  was   relegated   to   the   south   upstairs
apartment  (with  exterior  access)  after  supper
with  doors  locked  to  eliminate  his  midnight
visits and the resulting children.  The northern
second-floor unit was usually rented at a mini-
mal cost to a handyman or family friend.

This  building  is  not platfomi  framed;  its  bal-
loon-framed wood 2 x 4  studs are two stories
high (or a bit more).  It has 2 x  10 joists and a
minimal  attic  with  a  relatively  flat  built-up
asphalt roof sloped to drain to the back. Leak-
ing  of the roof has been  frequent.  The  home
went through several rounds of tax default and
repurchases  at tax  sales.  One  of the  previous
owners thought it would be nice to widen the
narrow hallways upstairs by  combining them
and removed the central bearing wall, a prob-
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1em  that  exacerbated  the  leaking  roof.   The
building   was   offered   and   purchased   on   a
county developer's packet once; those owners
defaulted  and  left  town.  Ownership  returned
to the county and it was offered through a sec-
ond   developer's   packet   procedure   and   ac-
quired by  Butte  historians  at  a  cost  of $500.
Restoration   work   is   being   diligently   per-
formed by volunteers and as an internship for
the Historic Preservation Technology Program
at   the   College   of  Technology   Program   at
Montana Tech of university of Montana.

-Mark Reavis

Mary  MacLane  house,  417  North  Excelsior  Street.  A
typical bay-fronted flat. Photo by Richard Gibson.

metallic
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and  distinctive

MacLane   quotes   from   772e   Sfory   o/  A4:cry
A4crcfcz77e  (1902),  and

cz#Days(1917).
MacLane: A Diary

-Richard

VEF3NACULAF3 AF3CHITECTURE  FORUM  30TH ANNUAL MEETING,  BUTTE,  MONTANA 2009



150      BUITEDAy

42. Anselmo Mine Yard
Antimony Street east of Excelsior Street

The  Anselmo  Mine  operated  from   1887  to
1959, and is 4,301  feet deep.  The mineyard is
the most intact of any  in Butte,  and includes
the   main   hoist   engine   room,   an   auxiliary
(chippy)  hoist building  (with a  lamp  room in
the lower level),  carpenter shop,  timekeeper's
offices, hose house, the dry,  and a warehouse
in addition to the head frame with its tipple and
two idler towers. The compressed air tank also
survives.  Inside,  tools  and  other  artifacts  are
found  in  place,  just  as  they  were  when  the
mine was operating.

The Anselmo and its mineyard are owned by
Butte-Silver  Bow  County,  which  is  working
toward  making  the  mine  part  of a  Regional
Heritage Park. As of 2009, it is rarely opened
to the public.

The  present  Anselmo  head frame  came  from
the Black Rock Mine,  and was moved to the
Anselmo  in  1936.   (See Anatomy of a Head-
frame, page  122.) The Anselmo yard also held
the  central  timber  yard  that  supplied  lumber

for  underground  timbers  to  many  mines.  A
lengthy strike that shut down most of Butte's
mines in 1959 spelled the end of the Anselmo,
which did not reopen after that strike.

Reference
Shovers,  8.,  and  others,1991,  Bz4f/e  &  47?czco72c7cz  Re-
visz./ec7: Montana Bureau of Mines and Geology Special
Publication 99, p. 22-25.

Head frame

Anselmo    Mine    Yard    site    map,
above, by Richard Gibson;  cf. Bc4f/e
& Anaconda Revisited p. 24.

Anselmo   Mine   Yard   in  neighbor-
hood  context,  left.  Black represents
residences. Map by Larry Smith.
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places where the diggings are shallow.

The  biggest  underground  mines  in  Butte  em-
ployed  400-600  men  at  their  peak.  In   1917,
about  14,000  men  worked  the  mines  beneath
the surface.

-Richard Gibson
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BA&P Walking  TrailLengthshown=~2milesMapbyRichardGibson
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43. BA&P Railroad Trail

The   Butte,   Anaconda   &   Pacific   Railroad
hauled ore from Butte's mines to Anaconda's
smelters.  See page  171  for overview,  and de-
scription  of  sites  in  Anaconda.  The  railway
bed in Butte was converted in 2003 to a walk-
ing trail, with interpretive  signage  along it.  It
passes  the  Anselmo  Mine  yard  as  it  winds
westward,  where  it  skirts  the  Montana  Tech
campus and continues south of the World Mu-
seum of Mining. The Desperation Fan Tower,
a ventilation shaft for the Anselmo mine, can
be seen along the trail where it crosses Quartz
Street near Western Street.

The BA&P Trail displays the close juxtaposition of the
railroad with  residences.  Some homes'  doors  and win-
dows  were  no  more  than  ten  feet  from  the  rails.  The
Main  Street underpass  is  seen  here.  Photo  by  Richard
Gibson.

about 4,000; today about 700 live there. Walk-
erville chose not to be absorbed when the City
of Butte and (
a  single  local
remains an inaepen
with its ount mayor and tour counci

was   established  h`er
through
overwhelmingly  Irish
Lawrence   O'Toole,   like
short distance down Mai

iner's church," i

the county,

econd  Catholic

membership.   St.
Trinity  Methodist  a

;et in Centerville,
trast to the "mine

churches"  like Mountain View Meth-
odist at Quartz and Montana Streets in Butte.

The Alice Pit and adjacent dump are among the
early (1998) and successful examples of Super-
fund-related reclamation in the ar?a. ` The dump,
landscaped  and  revegetated,  with  an  intelpre-
tive  walking  trail  and  picnic  tables,  is  visible
from most of Butte as the smooth knob on the
northern skyline.

-Richard Gibson
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Photo by Arthur Rothstein, 1939. Fami Security
dndnistration, LC-USF33-003098-M5.
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Gustav   Stickley's   Craftsman   model   #65.   From   7lfee
Crcz//smcz7?,  April  1909.  The  house  at  1149  Antimony
followed this plan when built c.  1910.

44.1149 Antimony
Gustav Stickley Model #65
(no inside access)

45. Front Street Station
800 East Front Street
(not on walking tour map)
Saturday banquet venue
Built:  1904-1906

From  east  to  west,  the  three  buildings  in the
Northern   Pacific   Railroad   depot   complex
served as the freight station, the main passen-
ger  depot,  and  the  baggage  handling  station.
The  facility  closed  about  1978.  The  restora-
tion project to return the passenger depot to its
historical  condition  took place  in  2003-2007.
Brickwork appears to be a variety of Flemish
bond.  Interior marble, wood,  and the terrazzo
tile floor are original,  although terrazzo crack
filling in the floor is part of the recent restora-
tion.

VEF3NACULAR AF3CHITECTUF3E  FORUM  30TH ANNUAL MEETING,  BUTTE,  MONTANA 2009



154      BUITEDAY

Northern  Pacific  Railroad  logo  in  entry,  Front  Street
Station. Photo by Richard Gibson.

These  miners,  waiting  to  descend  a  mine  shaft,  could
have enjoyed a pasty lunch. Photo by Russell Lee, Sep-
tember    1942.    Farm    Security    Administration,    LC-
USW3-008159-D.

Depending on desired n

pepper to tastes drizzle soin
the mixture to keep it moist

getable oil into

Roll dough into oblong shapes `and add about a
1 % handfuls of filling to one\ side (do not place
on center of dough). Add about 1 I/2 tsp butter or
margarine  onto  the  filling.  Roll the  other  side
over th'e filling and crimp the edges. Brush tops
of pasties with an egg wash or a` milk wash, or
leave untouched  (will  not brown).  Make  vent
holes in top of pasties with knife.  Bake at 350
degrees until browned.
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Shotgun house, common in Anaconda. Drawing by Mark Reavis.
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Highway  index  map  for  Northwest  Tour.  Planned  route  follows  I-90  from
Butte to Montana Highway  1  to Anaconda, Philipsburg,  and Drummond;  I-90
to  Deer Lodge  and back to  Butte.  Travel  to  Granite  Ghost  Town,  four miles
above Philipsburg, is weather dependent.

Map from Montana State Highway Map, from Montana NRIS system.
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name, "Copperopolis," was already taken, so the town became the namesake of the company.
Operations  expanded  downstream  to  the  Lower  Works  by  1887;  by  1903,  a year  after  the
Washoe Reduction Works began processing ore on the hill southeast of town, the Upper and
Lower Works ("Old Works") were being demolished. Some stone and brick ruins survive, and
today the Old Works is the site of a world-class golf course designed by Jack Nicklaus.

Daly  decided  to  conduct  his  smelting  opera-
tions in Anaconda rather than Butte primarily
because  of the more  abundant nearby  timber
for firing the  furnaces,  water supply  for con-
centrating   ore,   and   limestone   for   smelter
fluxes, but it had the side benefit (to Butte) of
removing the pollution problem. A century of
smelter effluent laden with arsenic and sulfur,
however, had a dramaticly negative impact on
the  area  around  Anaconda,  especially  down-
stream and downwind in the Deer Lodge Val-
ley. The smelter stack at Anaconda is the only
remnant of the Washoe Reduction Works, the
last and largest ore processing facility,  in use
by 1902 and in operation until 1980.

The  brick  Washoe  smelter  stack  is  585  feet
high, 60 feet in diameter at the top, and 86 feet
wide   at  its  base.   It  is   still  the  tallest  free-
standing  masonry  structure  in  the  world.  Its
walls  are  5  feet  4  inches  thick,  and  contain
2,446,392  bricks.  It  is  also  the  most  volumi-
nous  stack  in the  world.  Huge  piles  of black
slag remain nearby.

Anaconda's  three  historic  districts  have  been
incorporated  into  the  newly  combined  Butte-
Anaconda  National  Historic  Landmark  Dis-
trict, redefined in 2006. The Commercial Dis-

The  Anaconda   Stack  (from   an   old  post   card).   The
Washington  Monument  also  is  claimed  as  the  tallest
free-standing  masonry  structure  in  the  world.  At  550
feet, it is entirely masonry; the Washoe stack is 525 feet
of masonry resting on a 60-foot concrete base.
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trict,  centered  on Park  and  Commercial Ave-
nues,  includes  about  60  contributing  proper-
ties,   many   of  which   boast   cast-iron   store
fronts or columns produced locally at the Tut-
tle (Anaconda, now AAFCO) Foundry.

The West Side Neighborhood, mostly eclectic
and  up-scale  residences,  developed  primarily
in  the  1890s  and  1900s.  More  than  200  con-
tributing properties occupy the neighborhood,
anchored  by  the  Deer  Lodge  County  Court
House in its southeast comer.

Goosetown,  the  working-class  neighborhood
east of Chestnut Street and south of Commer-
cial Avenue, grew up near the foundry and in
the  part  of town  nearest  the  Washoe  Reduc-
tion Works. Narrow lots, boarding houses, and
tiny  smeltermen's  homes  echo  the  working-

OppO NITY &
ppOF3TUNlrv

along Montana Hwy
ne passes  the  community  of

On8 the  north  side  of the high-
way, and then the vast expanse of the Opportu-
nity Ponds comes into view futher to the north.
Opportunity  was  developed  by  the  Anaconda
Copper Mining Com`pany during the 1910s with
two put
provide
which families could

wanted to
rfu

d houses on five- and
ten-acre  plots  of land  that wiould  afford  them
the  opportunity  to  grow  some  of  their  own
vegetables  and  animals  for  food.  The  ACM
hoped  that,  by  tying  workers  t6  the  land,  the,
company could attract\' a more permanent class
of  smelter  workers.  And  in  the  wake  of the
smoke and tailings litigation brought by farmers
in  the  Deer  Lodge  Valley  against  the  mining
industry   in   the   previous   decade,   the  ACM
sought to  demonstrate  that proper drainage  of

class   neighborhoods   of  Butte.   Nearly   650
buildings contribute to what was an ethnically
diverse area, with Croatian, Swedish, and Irish
bars, a French-Canadian social club, and Aus-
trian, Swedish, and Norwegian churches.

References
Butte-Anaconda Historic  District,  National  Register  of
Historic Places Registration Form, 2006, Derek Strahn,
Principal Author: National Park Service,174 p.

Quivik, Fred, 2009, Mining Industry Foundations of the
Built  Environments  of Butte  and  Anaconda:  this  vol-
ume, p.11.

Shovers, Brian, Fiege, Mark, Martin, Dale, and Quivik,
Fred,1991, B#/Ze  & 47?czco#c7cz j{evz.sz.fec7:  Montana Bu-
reau of Mines and Geology, Special Pub. 99, 64 p.

-Richard Gibson

soils would allow the land to be productive of
agricultural  produce,  even under the plume  of
the smelter stack.   The company-owned street-
car  system  even  provided  service  from  Ana-

1910s when the ACM converted its concentra-
tor at the sinelter to flotation. Traditional grav-
ity concentration involved grinding ore and then
subjecting it, in a slurry with water, to a series
of jigs  and shaking tables in order to  separate
the  denser  copper-bearing  particles  from  the
lighter  particles  of  gangue  bearing  no  metal
values.   Gravity  concentration  was  not   100%
effective`, and the ACM could recover no more
than 82% of the copper in\ the ore through grav-
ity concentration, meaning that 18% of the cop-
per originally in the ore was discarded with the
tailings.  Those  tailings  were  impounded  near
the   smelter.   Flotation   involved   much   finer
grinding  of the  ore  and  treating  the  slurry  of
water and fine solids in flotation cells, in which
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The Opportunity Ponds impounded most of the
ACM's  tailings  until  the  late  19z
point  the  company  developed  a

at  which
1947  ®hoto  from  F.  Quivik  collection).    This  photo
shows  the  A,  8,  &  C ponds  depleted  in the  site plan
above.

area   from   low-grade   hazardous
materials being removed from other locations in
the  Clark  Fork  Superfund  site,  including  the
streamside  tailings  being  removed  from  along
Silver Bow Creek and the Clark Fork RIver, and
the  sediments  being  removed  from  behind  the
Milltown dam near Missoula.

-Fred Quivik
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ANACONDA SITES

I. Smelter Stack Park

This  stop  affords  a  look  at  a  model  (at  full
scale) of the exterior and interior of the stack.

2. AFFC0 Foundry, 1015 East 6th Street

At  least  four  Butte  iron  foundries  produced
cast  iron  products.  The  most  common  labels
on Butte's columns are from the Montana Iron
Works  and Western Iron Works, both located
in Butte.

The  Butte  foundry  of Tuttle  and  Co.  began
operations  about  1881  and ultimately merged
with  the  Anaconda  Company  as  part  of the
ACM Foundry in Anaconda. In the  1890s, the
Tuttle Foundry was the largest in Montana by
number of workers, at about  175 men.  Opera-
tions continued as part of the Anaconda Com-
pany  until  the   Anaconda  was   acquired  by
ARCO in the late  1970s. Economic conditions
drove  ARCO  to  shut  down  all  mining  and
smelting operations in Butte and Anaconda by

the  early   1980s,  but  the  original  Anaconda
Foundry  and  Fabricating  Company  survived
as  a private  venture  now  known  as  AFFCO,
Inc. The new (historic style) street lamp posts
in  Anaconda  were  cast  here,  using  original
patterns from the late  19th century.

The foundry grounds include 32 buildings and
18  structures.  The  site  was  listed  on  the  Na-
tional Register in  1988.

Reference
Shovers, Brian, Fiege, Mark, Martin, Dale, and Quivik,
Fred,1991, B#//e  & .4#c7co#c7c7 Revz.sz./ec7:  Montana Bu-
reau of Mines and Geology, Special Pub.  99, 64 p. The
foundry and its history are described in detail in Chap-
ter 4, pages 45-50.

-Richard Gibson

AFFCO site plan (courtesy AFFCO).
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3. Club Moderne, 811 E. Park
Architect:  Fred F. Willson
Built:   1937

With a fagade covered in bands of black, ivory
and gray  Carrara glass,  a recessed comer en-
trance  sheltered under  a  curving  canoj)y,  cir-
cular  windows,  and  aluminum  and  stainless
steel  accents,  Club  Modeme  survives  as  the
most intact and striking example of Art Mod-
eme    in    the    state.    Original    owner    John
"Skinny"  Francisco  hired  one  of the  state's

most noted early 20th century architects to de-
sign  the  building,  and  paid  $25,000  for  its
construction at the comer of Park Avenue and
Ash Streets. Three neon signs mounted on the
parapet  identify  the  same  number  of patron
entrances. A marquee with "Club Modeme" in
cursive  script boldly projects  above  the  main
door,   while   smaller,   vertical   "BAR"   and
"LOUNGE"  signs  indicate access  on the  side

doors facing Ash Street.

Remarkably, the  80'  x 24'  one-story building
retains almost all of its interior decorative fur-
nishings and design details.  The interior is di-
vided  into  a  24'  x  25'  front bar room,  and  a
rear cocktail lounge measuring 24'  x 44'. The
front bar, moved by Francisco from his earlier
bar  located  in  a  building  immediately  adja-
cent, is an elaborate Art Deco design with alu-

CLUB MODERNE ANACONDA

Club Modeme. Fieldwork by Rolene Schliesman, C.
Riley  Aug6,  and  Betsy  Pahut.  Drawing  by  Jackie
Little.

Photo (left) by Jet Lowe (1979),  HABS MONT  12-
ANAC-1 -A, MT-53-A-1.
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minum-framed ceiling lights and mirrors.  The
original Nu-Wood,  fiberboard tile ceiling and
tiletex,   mastic   material   floor   survive.   The
lounge  boasts  Art  Modeme  details  from  its
chrome  and  formica tables,  to  its  leather and
chrome chairs, booths and back bar. The color
scheme is tan and henna, executed most strik-
ingly  in  diamond-patterned  leather panels  on
the back bar and in a "V" shape on the lower
wall  surfaces.  The bar includes back-lit glass
shelving,  a  padded  leather  ceiling,  and  mir-
rored  panels  flanking  a  chromium-clad  cash
register.

-Dena Sanford

the only surviving son of General
Lester  S.  and  Emma  Weeks  Willson.  General
Willson was a Civil War veteran, territorial
islator, and Bozeman pioneer. His sonattende
the  community's  Montana  School  of A
ture  and  Mechanic  Arts  (now  Montana
University).
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Later that same year Willson returned to Mom-
tana `to manage  the  Butte  offices  of Link  and
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1910  and Opened his  own offic

nk  Building.
time of his` death in 1956 Willson had designed
hundreds  (his  job  list  counts   involvement  in
1815  projects)  of commercial, public  and resi-
dential   buildings   in\  the   Bozeman   area   and
across  the  state.  He  designed freely  in  several
architectural  styles  including  Spanish  Colonial
and Renaissance Revival, Rustic, Art Deco and
Art Modeme.

-Dena Sanford

4. 8071/2 East 7th Street
(Goosetown District)

This simple gable-front wood-framed building
is one of a pair of typical workers'  houses lo-
cated  at  the   southeast  fringe   of  Anaconda,
within  250  feet  of the  site  of the  Anaconda
Copper Mining Company's Foundry. The nar-
row lots, regular setbacks,  and small building
footprints  are  typical  of  this  working  class
neighborhood that included a large number of
bachelor  cabins,  worker's  homes,  and board-
ing  houses.  This  neighborhood  was  opened,

::i
807]/2 East 7th Street. Fieldwork by Lesley M. Gilmore,
Rolene  Schliesman,  and  C.  Riley  Aug6.   Drawing  by
Lesley M. Gilmore.
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by  the  Anaconda  Company,   for  residential
development  in  1895  as  a result  of increased
pressure  for  housing  the  growing  work force.
This   marked  the  beginning   of  Anaconda's
largest  residential  construction  period  which
lasted  through  1905;   1376  houses  were  built
during  these  ten  years.   The  pitched  roof  -
originally  covered  with  wood  shingles  -  of
this  cottage,  wood  drop  siding,  pronounced
frieze  boards,  tall  windows,  and  rubblestone
foundation are typical of this period. The rub-
blestone   foundation   is   supplemented   with
packed  dirt   foundation  walls   retained  with
wood boards.

This one-story dwelling -at  14'-3]/2" wide by
54'-7" deep -is by necessity of its narrowness
a  modified  shotgun  with  a  long  narrow  side
hallway from the front living room back to the
kitchen.  Angled wall  facets provide room  for
doorways  to  two  bedrooms  off the  hallway.
The   building   was   originally   only   36'-4]/2"
long;  the kitchen, bathroom,  and garage were
added to the rear of the building between 1903
and  1950; attached garages were common ad-
ditions   during  the   1920s   and   1930s   in  this
neighborhood.   The   building   expansion   and
window  modifications  are  clearly  marked  on
the exterior. The tenement housing at the rear
of the adjacent lot (to the east) was tom down
prior to  1950.

-Lesley M. Gilmore

807]/2 East 7th Street. Photo by Rolene Schliesman.

409 East 3rd  Street.  Fieldwork by Lesley M.  Gilmore,
Rolene  Schliesman,  and  C.  Riley  Aug6.    Drawing  by
Lesley M. Gilmore.

5. 409 East 3rd Street

With the founding of Anaconda in  1883,  this
West Side neighborhood opened to residential
development.  Many  of the  50-foot-wide  lots
were  improved by  1900.  This  small  house  is
located  on  the  eastern  edge  of this  neighbor-
hood,  where  some  of the  lots  are  shared  by
two or more dwellings. As late as  1950, there
were still three dwellings on this lot: the house
at 411  to the east and a two-room dwelling by
the alley.

This simple gable-front wood-framed building
is indicative of the incremental evolution from
a one-room  cabin  (the  current bedroom)  to  a
two-room  bathroomless  home  on  a  small  lot
into  a  long  narrow  shotgun  home  with bath-
room  and  full  kitchen.  The  core  of this  one-
story  building  -  the  bedroom  and  kitchen  -
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was  erected  by  1890,  the  front  living  room
added  by   1896,  and  the  bathroom  and  side
front porch were built c.1940. The rear pantry
was  built  after  1950.  The  date  of the  three-
sided front bay addition is unknown.

The  simple  wood  clapboarding  and  trim  and
interior  treatment  present  a  somewhat  cohe-
sive   appearance.   The  roof  shapes,   Sanbom
maps, and exterior trim clues help tell the ex-
pansion story of the house, which was concur-
rent with Anaconda' s growth.

-Lesley M. Gilmore

409 East 3rd Street. Photo by Rolene Schliesman.

(Right)   Interior   of   lobby,   Washoe   Theater.
Photo  by  Jet  Lowe  (1979),  HABS  MONT,12-
ANAC,1-B-4

6. Washoe Theater, 305 Main Street
Architect: 8. Marcus Priteca
Interiors: Nat Smythe, Colville N. Smythe
Built:  1931-1936

The  restrained  exterior  masonry  ornamenta-
tion on this two-story,  1000-seat brick theater
gives   little   indication  of  the   elaborate   and
completely original Art Deco detailing inside.
The interior magnificence is  first indicated in
the entrance lobby, with its ceiling of built-up,
receding planes of Cerulean blue paint. This is
followed in the foyer with murals based on an
ancient Persian fairy tale. The greatest artistic
expression  is  found,  however,  in  the  audito-
rium,  confirming  the  Washoe's  stature  as  a
"movie   palace."   The   auditorium   walls   are

painted  in  soft  pastel  shades  accented  with
gold, silver and copper leaf. Hand-painted tur-
quoise silk plush stage curtains depict rearing
deer and their tormentors.  Above,  a frieze  of
bas-relief rams'  heads  in  medallions  is  fin-
ished in eight shades of gold. A similar treat-
ment is  given the proscenium arch with vari-
ous portions also highlighted with copper leaf.
Over  all  of this,  on  the  domed  ceiling,  is  a
mural entitled "Montana," with figures repre-
senting copper mining, culture, education and
industry.

Despite decades of use, the Washoe is highly
intact.  Even  the  smallest  details  survive,  in-
cluding the  rods  which  support  curtains  over
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the auditorium door. These are decorated with
a leaf motif. The frosted glass and metal light-
ing fixtures are likewise intact.

A  group  of Anaconda  citizens  hired  Priteca,
the well-known Seattle-based theater architect
who  designed  all  of the  Pantages  vaudeville
theaters  in the  country.  The elaborate  interior
decoration,  including murals, was undertaken
by  artists  from  Los  Angeles.  Missoula  con-
tractor  Gus  Forseen  undertook  construction.
The  Great  Depression  delayed  completion  of
the  interior  finishes  until  1936.  The  Washoe
ultimately cost $200,000.

The  Washoe  is  the  second  theater  to  occupy
the  site.  It replaced the  Sundial Theater, built
in  1897  as  the  Margaret  Theater  in  honor  of
Marcus Daly's wife. Following a sale in  1926
the  Margaret was  renamed,  but  destroyed by
fire in  1929.

-Dena Sanford

MARCUS PRITECA

8.   Marcus  Priteca  (1890-1971)  had  a  distin-
guished career as a theater architect, beginning
in  1911  with the opening of the  San Francisco
Pantages  Theater which  he  designed  for Alex
Pantages.  From that time forward Priteca, then
21, was to be the Sole architect for the Pantages
circuit,  the  langest  privately-owned  vaudeville
circuit  in  the  world.  In  1916  he  designed  the
Coliseum  of Seattle,  considered to  be  the  first
movie  palace.  Other  theaters  designed  by  Pri-
teca were a second Pantages  in San Francisco;
Pantages   theaters   in   Memphis,   San   Diego,
Fresno and Hollywood; Wamer Brothers Thea-
ters in Huntington Park, San Pedro and Beverly
Hills; Oxpheum theaters in Vancouver and Seat-
tle; and Palomar and Paramount theaters in Se-
attle. In all he designed approximately  150 ma-
jor theaters.

-Dena Sanford

A portion of priteca's original plans (1930) for the Washoe Theater. Courtesy Paul Filicetti.
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7. The Roach House, 504 Main Street
Built:   1895

This  1 I/2-story brick house displays the eclecti-
cism of the late  19th century with its irregular
form and complex roof lines.  Elements of the
Queen Anne and French Second Empire styles
are  evident,  including  an  unusual  octagonal
tower set atop  a large Mansard-roofed comer
bay  window.   The  tower  is  finished  with  a
domed roof and original metal cresting.  Stone
quoins  and  brick  form  an  unusually-shaped
surround  on  the  front  window.  An  addition
was built about  1940,  and the porch has been
enclosed.

The residence  served  as  a rental property  for
its first owner, Albert Maccallum, who oper-
ated   Anaconda's   successful   Maccallum   &
[August] Cloutier grocery firm. In  1904   Den-
nis  Roach purchased the  house.  Roach was  a
miner, businessman and politician who moved
to Anaconda from Indiana in 1889. His whole-
sale distribution business, formed with Fred 8.
Smith, still exists today.

-Dena Sanford

ROACH HOUSE ANACONDA

0'                   10'                   20'

Roach  House.   Fieldwork  by  C.   Riley  Aug6,  Rolene
Schliesman, and Betsy Pahut. Drawing by Jackie Little.

Roach House. Photo by Rolene Schliesman.

8. Deer Lodge County Courthouse
800 Main Street
Built:  1898-99

The Deer Lodge County Courthouse is a neo-
classical   style   building,   constructed    1898-
1899.  It is a three-story stone structure with a
central stone tower resting on steel. The build-
ing's  interior  includes  a  switchback  staircase,
and a rotunda with overhead dome  frescoes--
the latter executed by the Consolidated Artists
of Milwaukee.  In  January  1898,  residents  of
Deer   Lodge   County   approved   a   $100,000
courthouse bond for the erection of this facil-
ity.  The  original  building  contract  was  let  to
the  Dolan  and  Hamil  Construction  Company
for $96,750 on June  14, the same year.  Work
on the proposed site began one week later. By
September  22,   1899  the  roof  on  the  court-
house was installed.  Subsequent additions and
building modifications raised the final sum to
$100,539,   notwithstanding   $10,000   paid  by
the county for the landsite. Following comple-
tion  in  the  spring  of  1900,  county  offlcials
moved  from  their  former  quarters  in  Ana-
conda's  City Hall  (on East  Commercial  Ave-
nue) to this new site. At the south end of Main
Street,  the Deer Lodge  County Courthouse  is
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the  terminus  of the  city's  central  corridor.  In
1932 complete stencils were made of the inte-
rior  frescoes  for  the  purpose  of  repainting.
Again  in  1973,  renovation  of the  courthouse
was undertaken. On this occasion the frescoes
were  cleaned  and retouched.  The  omamental
ironwork  and  grills  at  the  staircases  and  ro-
tunda were also repainted.

-Monica Hawley, HABS

Deer Lodge County Courthouse, Anaconda. Photo by
Jet Lowe ( 1979). HABS MONT,12-ANAC,1 -C-1.

Detail  from  Deer  Lodge  County  Courthouse  rotunda.
Oro  y  Plata  ("gold   and   silver")   is   Montana's   state
motto. Photo by Richard Gibson.

9. Frank Oldhaber Bungalow
214 Elm Street
Built:   ca. 1919

The   1]/2-story   Craftsman   style,   side-gabled
bungalow   is   distinguished   by   its   concrete
block wall construction, and "half timber" ga-
ble  ends  finished  in  stucco  with  mock  stick
detailing.  The  blocks  were  fabricated  on  site
by Frank Oldhaber, the builder and owner, at a
rate  of  8  to  10  blocks  per  day  using  a  me-
chanical  block  maker.  A  deep  front  porch,
typical  of the  style,  extends  the  full width  of
the east fagade. The single car attached garage
on  the  south  end  is  relatively  unusual  for
bungalow.  It  has  fully  finished  window
door  woodwork,  plaster  walls,  a  grease
heater vent,  coal  chute  and access  to  storage
under the front porch. West of the garage is a
sunroom rear porch that  also  provides  access
to the basement.

214 Elm Street. Photo by Rebecca Sheppard

The building was designed as a duplex, with a
two-bedroom unit on the first floor and a one-
bedroom apartment on  the  second  floor.  The
interior is largely intact, and retains its  boxed
ceiling   beams,   light   fixtures,   built-in   cup-
boards,    ironing    boards,    bookshelves,    and
original linoleum.

The bungalow remained in the Oldhaber fam-
ily  until  the  1980s.  The  current  owners  pur-
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chased the property from the second owners in
2003,  and converted the bungalow to a single
family residence by taking down (and storing)
the stairway door off of the small front foyer.

A  wood  frame  shed  (ca.   1896-1910)  behind
the  house  once  served  as  an  ice  distribution
business; the walls are insulated with sawdust.
The  southeast  comer  of the  shed  includes  a
small office, complete with toilet and sink.

-Dena Sanford

Below:   214   Elm   St.,   First  floor  plan.   Fieldwork  by
Kimberly Toney, Kara Briggs,  Elyse Poinsett. Drawing
by Elizabeth Peebles.

-I-I- i__.
+, I-

®.r
-,I

rm,FT  E               dy I

ri
}

+\ LIIIut
lN

IL+

I

Ill-            ,

EE]

I1

11-11--

/

\r

rl111111

LIP

1111LJqAIHin L
11111111111111111111-I-I +.-I

Ey
I  ,   ,     :   I.:     . I                    r         EH         I             -
BE"                          10ft

WSE

I

•   VERNACULAR AF3CHITECTURE  FOF3UM  30TH ANNUAL MEETING,  BUTTE:,  MONTANA 2009



170       NOFiTHWE:STTOUR: ANACONDA,  PHILIPSBUF3G,  DEER LODGE

Above: pouring molten copper, Anaconda Smelter.  Below:  Smeltermen leaving work at the
end of the day. Both photos by Russell Lee, September 1942: Fain Security Administration,
call numbers LC-USW3-008851D and 008621D.
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10.   Butte,   Anaconda   &   Pacific   Railway
Company
West Anaconda Yard
900 West Commercial Avenue

All BA&P Yard descriptions by Dena Sanford

Roundhouse
Architect:   Attributed  to   Great  Northern
Railway engineers
Built:  1893;  1907 addition

The  semicircular brick building  is  one  of the

Sbovers,  Brian,  Mark Fiege,  Dale  Martin,  and
Fred  Quivik,   1991,  Bzffze  &  ,4#czco73c7cz  Revz.s-
z.fec7:  Montan
Special Pub. 9

eau  of Mines  and Geology,

Mutscbler,  Charles  V.,  2002,  Wired  For  Suc-
aconda & Pacific Railwa

State University Pres

major   facilities   in   Marcus   Daly's   BA&P

:xaa£:t;]neasn::;;tT:]eenxi;n:a:1:ot::s=:St;:;f|::
ties in the western U.S. The Roundhouse shel-
tered rolling stock, particularly steam engines,
which were  difficult to  start  in  cold weather.
The  outside wall  and end walls  are brick and
there are three brick firewalls inside. A timber
post and beam system supports the shed roof.
The original west section has a 60'  inside ra-
dius  and  a  130'  outside  radius.  Double  wood
doors access the bays. The  1907 addition dou-
bled the building's size and provided ten addi-
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BA&P  Railway  Anaconda  Yard  index  map.  From  Bz/f/e  &  47?oco73c7cz  jzevz.sz./ec7,  by  Brian  Shovers  and  others,
1991 : Montana Bureau of Mines and Geology Special Publication 99, p. 54.
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BA&P Anaconda Roundhouse partial  floor plan.  Fieldwork by Rebecca Sheppard and Stephanie  Shaw.  Drawing
by Elizabeth Durbin.

tional locomotive bays. It has a 145' radius.

The roundhouse has been modified to accom-
modate a conversion to cheaper and more effi-
cient electric traction (1913) and then to diesel

power   (1960s).   In    1918   and   1924   change
rooms  were  added  to  the  south  side  of  the
west  section.  The  west  end has  also been re-
modeled  as  a  garage,  with  openings  cut  into
the end of the west wall.

Turntable and Pit
Architect:   Great  Northern  Railway  engi-
neers and Lassig Bridge & Iron Works Co.
Built:  1893

Located  immediately  in  front  of the  Round
House, the 60'-long plate girder turntable sup-
ports one set of tracks and ties,  and its center
pivot  is  imbedded  in  a  large  central  granite
block.  The  ends  of the tumtable  have wheels
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BA&P Anaconda Roundhouse  sections.  Fieldwork by Anna Blinn  Cole  and Victoria Walker.  Drawing by Eliza-
beth Durbin.

which  ride  on  a  single  track  around  the  pe-
rimeter of the granite-lined pit. Attached to tbe
side of one end is the wood frame control cab
and electric motor which drives the turntable.

Roughly  half  of the  pit  lining  has  been  re-
placed  with  concrete;  however,  the  tumtable
still   bears   the   nameplates   of  the   Chicago-
based  company that  fabricated  it.  The  Lassig
company  built  most  of  the  Great  Northern
Railway's   19th  century  steel  truss  bridges  in
Montana,   including  the  BA&P's   only  steel

truss bridge,  an  1897  structure  in  Silver Bow
Canyon.

Machine Shop & Locomotive Repair Shop
Architect:   Attributed  to   Great  Northern
Railway engineers
Built:  1896;  1907 addition

The  original,  80'  x  100'  portion  of this brick
building   has   two   side-by-side   gables   sup-
ported by Howe trusses, each surmounted by a
monitor  roof.   The  gables   define  two   func-
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BA&P Anaconda machine shop. Photo by RIchard Gib-
Son.

tional spaces: a machine shop on the south and
the locomotive repair shop on the north. Loco-
motives  access  the  repair  shop  on  rails  that
extend through the  east and west gable  ends;
these  walls  have  two  large  segmental  arched
openings, each with large double doors.

The  machine  shop  has  a  small  brick wing  at
its  west  end  that  was   originally  the  boiler
room for the entire West Anaconda Yard com-
plex.  A  40'  x  90'  brick  addition  to  the  ma-
chine  shop's  east wall  also  has  a  gabled  and
monitored   ro.of,    supported   by    steel    Fink
trusses.  An overhead track runs  the  length of
the  machine  shop  (both  the  original  and  the
addition), to serve a  15-ton overhead crane. A
65'  x 40'  electric shop was added circa  1912-
1913 to the  1907 addition.

Blacksmith and Boiler Shop
Architect:   Attributed  to   Great  Northern
Railway engineers
Built:  1896

The roof of this gabled brick building is  sup-
ported  by  timber  Howe  trusses.   The  50'   x
100'  building  has  an  internal  brick  fire  wall,
and  extemally  the  division  of space  is  indi-
cated by a pair of cupolas, one over each shop.
The  boiler  shop's  cupola  contains  windows

while the blacksmith  shop's  is  equipped with
louvers.  Locomotives  could  enter  the  boiler
shop  via tracks  that enter the building  on the
west   end,   which   has   two   large   segmental
arched   openings,   now   in filled.   When   the
BA&P  disposed  of its  few  remaining  steam
engines  in  favor  of diesels,  this  building  be-
came obsolete.

Store House and Office
Architect:   Attributed  to   Great  Northern
Railway engineers
Built:  1900, 1914, 1957

The   first  two   sections   of  the   gabled   store
house  and  office,  comprising the  east  end  of
the building,  are almost identical in construc-
tion. The  1900 section measures 84' x 50'  and
contains  the  yard  office,  which  has  been  re-

Door  detail,  BA&P  Anaconda  Roundhouse.  Photo  by
Rebecca Sheppard.
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modeled. The  1914 addition is 55' x 50' and is
used  for  storage.  Both  have  timber  post  and
beam  construction,   timber  Howe  trusses  to
support the roof, and lapped siding. The entire
structure is supported by treated timber blocks
on  grade,  and there  is  a  timber  loadin.g  dock
on  the  south,  east  and  north  sides.  A   1957
steel  storage  addition  extended  the  building
west another 80 feet.  It has a shallower gable
roof,  and  is  comprised  of bar-joist  structural
members and corrugated steel siding.

Acetylene Welding Machine Building
Built:  1925

This  frame  building  with  a  shed  roof is  at-
tached to the north side of the blacksmith and
boiler shop and has triple-hung sash windows.
It stored acetylene gas for welding torches.

Shops Toilet
Built:  1909

The utilitarian gabled brick building was built
along  the  southwest  side  of the  roundhouse,
and contains toilets, urinals and sinks.

Oil House
Built:  1906

The gabled brick structure has an interior ele-
vated  floor,  which  allows  oil  to  be  stored  in
below-ground  oil tanks.  Stairs  are  located on
the north side. The oil house contains appara-
tus  used  to  clean  and  re-oil  textile  materials
used to oil bearings.

Wrecking Crane House
Built:  1910

The  wrecking  crane  house  has  two  gabled
sections built end-to-end. The taller 20'  x 60'
section on the west end was used to house the
wrecking  crane.   It  has   large   double  wood
doors  at the west end.  The  16'  x  45'  section
houses  offlces  on  the  east  end  and was  built
shortly  after  1910.  The  wrecking  crane  was
used for repair and maintenance puxposes and
was pulled along by engines.

BA&P Anaconda Roundhouse. Photo by Rebecca Sheppard.
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Sand House and Drier
Built:  1893

This modest brick building performed an  im-
portant   role   in   railroad   operations,   storing
sand  necessary  as  traction  material  for  loco-
motives. The locomotives stored sand in com-
partments so that, in poor weather conditions,
engineers could mechanically dump the gritty
material  underneath  the  drive  wheels.  It  still
houses  the  apparatus  for  drying  sand,  which
made it easier to pour.

Coal Dock
Built:  1893

The coal dock is a ramp supported by a timber
bent trestle which carried coal cars up over the
coal  bins.  The  remaining  trestle  is  intact but
the coal bins have been removed and replaced
by   a  wood  frame   sand  bin,   following  the
BA&P's  discontinuation  of  coal-fired  steam
locomotive  use  in  the   1910s.  Original  plans
indicate  that  the  trestle  was  several  sections
longer at its east end.

Paint Shop
Built:  1911

The  brick,  gabled  paint  shop  is  located  near
the north end of the roundhouse.

Yard Office
Built: prior to 1940

The  construction  date   for  this   small   frame
structure is unknown.  The design is similar to
other BA&P houses along the railway's right-
of-way,  and  it  is  possible  that  it  was  moved
here.  The  yard  offlce  has  a  gable  roof  and
shed  roof addition,  and  the  original  novelty
siding is intact. The interior office spaces were
remodeled in recent years.

Acetylene Generator Building
Built:  1918

The wood frame structure has corrugated steel
siding and a shed roof.  There is  a set of cen-
trally-located double doors on the north wall.
It sheltered acetylene gas generators.

Acetylene and Oxygen Storage House
Built:  1930

Just   west   of  the   locomotive   and   machine
shops  and  near  the  acetylene  gas  generator
house stands this small frame structure. It has
shiplap siding, a shed roof and a loading dock
on its north side.

Tool/Repair House
Built: ca.1918

The  frame  tool/repair  house  has  corrugated
steel  siding and a gable roof.  It stands  south-
west of the roundhouse and adjacent to Track
#138.  Its  Craftsman  style  roof brackets  sug-
gest  that  it  was  probably  built  during  the
World War I era.

Hose House
Built: prior to 1903

The  small  frame  hose  house  has  a  shed roof
and beveled edge,  shiplap  siding.  It is located
northeast of the storehouse building, but may
have   been   moved   from   a   location   further
south.

Gasoline House
Built: ca.  1922

Gasoline   for   the   BA&P   automobiles   was
stored in this  small frame  structure.  It has an
"L" plan and was built in two stages. The lar-

ger,  original  section  on  the  southwest  has  a
gabled roof, while the smaller addition to the
northeast has a shed roof.
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Diesel Tanks
Built: between 1957-1967

These   are   two   horizontal   cylindrical   tanks
supported  on  elevated  concrete  cradles.  The
held fuel for the new diesel locomotives, first
used in the  1950s.

Pump House at Diesel Tanks
Built: between 1957-1967

The pump house is a steel structure with a ga-
ble roof. It houses pumping equipment for the
adjacent diesel tanks.

Brass Storage Shed
Built: ca. 1900

While  the  construction  date  for  this  gabled
frame  shed  is  unknown,  it  resembles  others

Z#hLtcbeyn£Pfr¥spsdp=ins8ftohreI::ro]L:ta£#e:fat::
other rolling stock were kept here.

Storage Parts Structure
Built: ca. 1900

This gabled roof structure has a series of racks
used for storage of long materials such as lum-

:::°orf#i:e2oii:g:ia;S.todatefromtheear|y

Dawson Substation
Built: ca. 1957

In the late 1950s the BA&P added a substation
to  its  system  at  Dawson,  east  of Silver  Bow
Canyon.   The  substation  contained  electrical
apparatus  such  as  power  poles  and  catenary
wires.  In  1976,long after the BA&P had dis-
continued  its  electrification,  they  moved  this
gabled  steel  building  to  the  west  Anaconda
yard.

Bridges & Buildings Carpenter Shop
Built:  1930

The frame building with novelty siding, a ga-
bled roof,  and  a loading  dock along its  south
side   replaced   an   earlier   building   that   had
burned.  There  is  a  shed  roof addition  on  the
east side.

Bridges & Buildings Paint Shop
Built:  1925

The paint shop is a frame building with lapped
siding and a hipped roof.

Bridges & Buildings Lumber Sheds (2)
Built:  1930

Near the  caxpenter  shop  on  the  north  side  of
the west Anaconda yard are two lumber sheds
which  face  each  other.  Each  is  timber  frame
with a shed roof. The west shed has board and
batten  siding while  the  east  shed has  vertical
board siding.
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Bridges & Buildings Truck Garage
Built:  1938

This frame building with board and batten sid-
ing and a shed roof is across the yard from the
roundhouse and shops.

Bridges & Buildings Pipe Shop
Built: unknown

This frame shed has shiplap siding and a shed
roof.

Bridges & Buildings Fire House
Built:  1900

The fire house is a small frame structure with
a  shed roof.  It  is part  of the  fire  suppression
system at the west Anaconda yard. It is similar
to  sheds  found on  the  south  side  of the yard
near the  roundhouse  and  shops,  and  at  other
BA&P complexes.

Bridges & Buildings Tool Houses (2)
Built: ca. 1930

The construction date for these two frame tool
houses is unknown; however, when the BA&P
erected a caxpenter shop at the yard in 1930, it
is  known  that two  small  sheds were built for
tool  storage.  The  structure  to  the  north  has
shiplap   siding   and   a   shed   roof  while   the
smaller structure immediately south has board
and batten siding.

Bridges & Buildings Cement Sheds (2)
Built: unknown

In the  Bridges  &  Buildings  complex  are  two
sheds   used  to   store   cement.   They   share   a
plank  loading  platform.  The  cement  shed  on
the west side has a gable roof and lapped sid-
ing.  The  smaller  frame  structiire  immediately
east  is  clad  in  shiplap  siding  and  has  a  shed
roof.

Bridges & Buildings Shed #1
Built: unknown

Shed  #1  served  as  an  ancillary  structure  for
the Bridges  & Buildings  operations,  and may
have served as tool or parts storage. It is frame
with lapped siding and a shed roof.

Bridges & Buildings Shed #2
Built: unknown

Shed  #2  is  a  frame  building  structure  with
board and batten siding and a shed roof.

The  last  surviving  BA&P  electrical  engine  is  not  in
Anaconda, but at the Anselmo Mine yard in Butte.  It is
owned by the World Museum of Mining, and was built
in  1914 and retired in  1968. Photo by Richard Gibson.
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11. Anaconda Saddle Club
West of Anaconda

All  Anaconda  Saddle  Club  descriptions  by  Dena  San-
ford

Clubhouse
Built:  1945

The one-story octagonal clubhouse has a main
body    consisting    of   square-hewn,    slightly
rounded logs that sit on a concrete wall foun-
dation.   The   east  wall   originally  included  a
wood frame porch, which was replaced with a
gabled porch  in  1960.  Handrails  are  made  of
boiler tubing, and metal cutouts reading "ASC
1944"  are  affixed  on  the  front  railings.  The
southwest  and  northwest  walls  each  have  a
one-story gabled wing.

Caretaker's Residence and Garage
Built:  1945-1946

The pyramidal hip roofed, one-story log house
is  located  south  of the  clubhouse.  With  the
exception of its modem metal roofing, the his-
toric  materials  are  intact.  It  has  an  attached,
gable  roof front  porch  on  the  east  side.  The
rear  (west)  wall  retains  its  centered,  gabled
roofed  porch  although  it  has  been  enclosed
with windows.  The  associated log garage has
a hipped roof,  and retains  its  original vertical
wood plank paired doors on the east side. The
doors    feature   original,   vintage   iron   strap
hinges,   although   modem   steel   hinges  have
been attached to the north side door, allowing
the door to open wider than the original open-
ing.  Another wood plank door is  on the west
wall.

Horse Barns (5)
Designers:  Jack  Carraher,  Clarence  Weis,
Stuart Ainsley
Built:  1945-1947

0f the eight barns on site, five one-story struc-
tures date to the historic period and are nearly
identical,  including their shed roofs.  The first
and  largest  barn  (Barn #1)  is  located  on  the
north  edge  of the  facility,  east  of the  club-
house.     Barn  #1   has  a  concrete  foundation,
original  wood  shingle  siding  and  corrugated
metal roofing. The 260-foot-long structure has

Octagonal  clubhouse  at Anaconda  Saddle  Club.  Photo
by  Allan  Mathews,   December  2004,   from  National
Register nomination form.
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eight stalls with additional hay storage space.
Each   stall   retains   a   Dutch-type   door   with
raised,   cross-braced  panels   and   a  two-light
window.  The  other barns  are  of identical  de-
sign,  with  varying  lengths  and  numbers  of
stalls.  By  1947  Barns  #  5  and  #6  were  com-
pleted south of Barn #1,  with stalls that open
to  a  small  run  surrounded  by  post  and  pole
fencing. Barns # 7 and #8, located west of the
clubhouse at the northwest comer of the prop-
erty, were also built by 1947. Bans #2, #3 and
#4,  while  of a  later  period,  are  of a  design
sympathetic to their historic predecessors.

Blacksmith Shop
Built:  1945

The  log  blacksmith  shop  was  the  first  club
building completed. It served as the temporary

headquarters   and   clubhouse   until   the   main
clubhouse was  finished.  It is  a  one-story,  ga-
ble roof building located south of the east end
of Ban #1. The shop has a wood plank floor,
weatherboard  siding,  comerboards  and  a  cor-
rugated metal roof.   Shingle siding covers the
gable  ends.  A  modem,  pole  frame  open  car-
port  and  hay  storage  facility  is  immediately
west of the shop.

Round Corral
Built:  1949

The  corral  is  located  east  of the  caretaker's
house,  and  was  refurbished  in  1959.  Round-
cut wood post and plank rails fomi the fence
and gates.

Aerial photo  of Anaconda  Saddle  Club,  June  7,  2004,  from National  Register nomination  form.  Armotations  by
Kate Hampton.
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Entrance Sign
Built:  1945-1946

The entrance to the club is just off Highway  1
at the  southwest end of the property,  and di-
rects   traffic   directly   toward   the   developed
area.   A   cast   metal   entrance   archway   with
metal letters fomi the words "Anaconda Sad-
dle Club," and is supported on wood posts. A
metal figure of a horse is affixed to the top of
the  arch.  A  cattle  guard  extends  between  the
posts.

Rodeo Arena, Grandstand, Buck/Calf
Chutes
Built:  1945, 1948-1949

A three-eighths-mile  oval racetrack and asso-
ciated corrals and bucking chutes were one of
the first projects on the site.  In  1958 the track
was  converted  into  a  rodeo  arena.  The  mod-
emization  included  the   addition  of  outdoor
lighting    and    structural    reinforcement    of
chutes,  pens,  arena  fencing  and  gates,  using
boiler tubing and metal plates. The grandstand
was  moved  from  the  south  side  of the  track
the same year. An elevated announcer's booth
is located near the center of the grandstand.

Barn  #3  at  Anaconda  Saddle  Club.  Photo  by  Allan
Mathews,   December   2004,   from   National   Register
nomination form.

in a spiral pattern,  rather than in sections that

Pipe  and trestle  along  Flint  Creek,  Montana
Highway 1, near Georgetown Lake. Photo by
RIchard Gibson.
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Philipsburg' s location out of the mountains and along the railway probably helped it prosper, or
at least not die, when boom-and-bust cycles impacted the nearby mines.  Although silver was
predominant, Philipsburg also was able to benefit from a boom in manganese, produced at the
Algonquin and other mines  during  and after World War I.  From  1900-1920, the Philipsburg

a::ebse3rt°od::::t4[°,%8fbtyh:9¥8:iaondeas;,¥i:[e£§s[;nurt:else:t£:eo¥aiteese§:a:::'sea£:dth[:tg.°[Pgi[a;1;°n=
tury mining towns  in Montana,  with a largely intact and in many cases unaltered built land-
scape.

-Richard Gibson

Philipsburg sites

1. Philipsburg Grade School
2. MCDonald Opera House
3. Patten House
4. Granite County Courthouse
5. St. Andrews Episcopal Church
6. Granite County Jail and cellar

Map by Richard Gibson.
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PHILIPSBURG SITES
1. Philipsburg Grade School
407 Schnepel Street
Architect: Bell and Kent
Built:  1894-1896

By the late  19th century Philipsburg had pros-
pered  from  a  silver  mining  boom  town  to
newly-created  Granite  County  seat.  To  sup-
port  the  increase  in  stature  and  population,
local  residents  passed  a  $30,000  bond  for  a
new  school.  Although  the  school  board  in-
tended to cap the construction cost at $23,000,
the  21/2-story  Neoclassical  style  building  ulti-
mately   surpassed   that   amount.   The   T-plan
brick  school  is  built  upon  a  heavy  granite
foundation   and   features   a   centrally-placed,
four story tower at the center of the cross por-

tion of the T. A large, arched granite entrance
is at the base of the tower; flanking it are sym-
metrical and pedimented classroom wings.

The school served both grade and high school
students until a new high school was built in
1912.  In  1927  the  school  district  added  four
additional classrooms and an auditorium to the
west (rear) side the building.   Newer concrete
garages and storage space extend the building
further west.    It  is  still  actively used  for  ele-
mentary  students,  and  is  reported  to  be  the
oldest  continuously  used  school  building  in
the  state.  The  roof  and  bell  tower  were  re-
stored in 2001.

-Dena Sanford

1o ft                       WSE
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Philipsburg Grade School. Fieldwork by
Rolene  Schliesman  and  C.  Riley  Aug6.
Drawing by Jackie Little.
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Philipsburg Grade School. Photo by Rolene Schliesman.

2. MCDonald Opera House
100 Block South Sansome Street
Built:  1891

Built for prominent local businessman Angus
A. MCDonald, the two-story brick commercial
building  is  also  Montana's  oldest  operating
theater. The exterior retains it first floor store-
front openings, divided by pitch-faced granite
columns.  Although many windows have been
infilled,  the  original  spatial  divisions  can  be
easily  discerned.   Likewise  intact  is  the  im-
pressive pressed metal cornice and pediments
on two sides of the building. The opera house
was repainted in 2000, picking out omamental
details in the cornice and doors.

The theater is intact,  evident from the outside
by  a  metal-clad  stage  loft  that  rises  a  third
story  at  the  rear  (east  end)  of the  building.
Inside,  the wood  seats  and balconies  survive,
along  with  five  of the  six  original  elaborate
backdrops painted at the turn of the century by
Montana   artist   Edgar    S.    Paxson.    Paxson
(1852-1919)  came  to  Montana  in  1877  from
his native New York state, and settled in Deer
Lodge  in  1879.  The backdrops were  sold  and
changed  hands  several  times,  until  they  re-
turned to the Opera House Theater in 1998, on
loan from the Granite County Museum.

When Frank Horrigan bought the building  in
1919, he renamed it the Granada Theater. The
omate box seating was removed and some in-
terior changes were prompted by the need for
better  acoustics.   A  magician's  trap  door  at
center stage, however, is still in place. Recent
rehabilitation   work   included   reopening   the
orchestra pit and reconstructing the box  seat-
ing areas.

-Dena Sanford

MCDonald Opera House. Photo by Rolene Schliesman.

3. James Patten Residence
Corner of Granite and Sansome Streets
Built: ca. 1885

The  vemacular brick  house  with  a  truncated
hip  roof  has  evolved  since  its  construction.
The original one-story portion faces  south, its
entry   sheltered  by  a   full-width  porch  with
slender tuned columns, bracketed capitals and
scrolled frieze and spindled balustrade.  A flat
roof  rear   (north)   addition   contains   similar
porch details.  Off this addition is a newer ad-
dition  with  a  shed  roof.  The  property  is  en-
closed by a concrete and random rubble stone
retaining wall, and capped with what might be
the original wrought iron fence.
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Although  the   house   is   associated  with  the
long-time occupation of the James Patten fam-
ily,  it was probably built by G.H.  Ham.  Ham
operated a brick yard in town in the  1880s so
it  is  probable  that  the  construction  material
came  from  his  own  business.  Patten,  a  local
businessman,  came  to  Philipsburg  from  Illi-
nois  in  1878  and became  involved in the  op-
eration of the Trout and Sweet Home mines.

-Dena Sanford
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FATTEN HOUSE PHILIPSBURG

Patten  House.   Fieldwork  by   Rolene   Schliesman,   C.
Riley Auge, and Kent Good. Drawing by Jackie Little.

4. Granite County Courthouse
135 Sansome Street
Architect:  Haire & Link and Co.
Built:  1912-1913

Following    the     establishment    of    Granite
Cc;unty in  1893  and Philipsburg as the county
seat,  county  commissioners  hired  the  state's
preeminent  architectural  firm  to  design  this
3]/2-story   Neoclassical   style   civic   building.
The  Gagnon  and  Company  construction  firm
undertook the project for $49,000.  The ashlar
stone  courthouse  is  built  of Montana  granite

and has a central, shallow dome with a lantem
and  fenestrated  drum.   A  giant  Doric  pedi-
mented  entrance  faces  west,  and  there  is  a
semi-circular  transom  above  the  main  doors
that contains a more recent art glass window.
In  the  plaque  above  the  entry  arch  are  in-
scribed the words, "Granite Co."

-Dena Sanford

West  fagade  (top)  and  east  facade  (bottom)  of Granite
County Courthouse. Photos by RIchard Gibson.
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Granite County Courthouse. Portions of Haire & Link's original  1912 blueprints, which have undergone extensive
discoloration. Top left, dome elevation. Top right, section through part of attic. Bottom, part of second-floor court-
room with jury box and judge's room. Scans provided by Paul Filicetti.
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5. St. Andrew's Episcopal Church
101 East Kearney Street
Architect: unknown
Built:  1888

The  simple,  gabled frame  St.  Andrew's Epis-
copal church is typical of ecclesiastical archi-
tecture found in Montana's rural towns during
the  late  19th  century.  Its  basic  one-room plan
and   rectangular   shape   is   accentuated   with
clapboard  siding,  a  square  and  open  belfry,
and  a  smaller,  gabled  vestibule  with  a  lancet

§T ANrmEifirs OuuFREH

St.  Andrews  Episcopal  Church.  Fieldwork  by  Rolene
Schliesman,  C.  Riley  Aug6,  and  Kent  Good.  Drawing
by Jackie Little.

window   above   the   door.   Additional   gothic
arch  stained  glass  windows  accent  the  east
wall. The building is elevated on a stone base,
and  is  accessed  by  a  newel-posted  exterior
stair.

The Grand Lodge of Montana Masons laid the
comerstone  for  St.  Andrew's.  Following  its
completion in  1889, the building featured the
first church steeple in Philipsburg.

-Dena Sanford

St.  Andrews  Episcopal  Church,  view  from  northwest.
Photo by Rolene Schliesman.

6. Granite County Jail, Sheriff's Ofrice and
Residence
East Kearney Street
Architect:  Grant S. Williams
Built:  1896

Built   at   an   estimated   cost   of  $8,000,   this
eclectic   combination  jail   and   sheriff's  resi-
dence  was  built  for Philipsburg  in  1896.  The
brick building is an assemblage of rectangular
blocks that vary in height from one to two sto-
ries.   Numerous   interior  corbelled   chi]meys
punctuate the rooflines. There are hip roofs on
the jail and office and a gable-on-hip roof on
the  residence.   While   the   gable   is   accented
with a wood cutout sunburst, the focus of the
building  is  the jail  entrance  on  the  south  fa-
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gade.  It is  set within a square  entry tower ac-
centuated with bartizans, a steeply hipped roof
with flagpole, and the word "JAIL" carved in
a  stone  panel  above  an  arched  entrance.  A
pedimented,   1-story  entry  east  of  the  tower
accesses the residence. The building was reno-
vated  by  the  early   1980s,  and  continues  to
serve as ajail and sheriff's office.

To the east across the parking lot is a root cel-
lar, faced on the west side with a stone wall of
pitch-faced   granite   laid   in   random   rubble
courses.  This  same wall defines the perimeter
of the property and serves as  a retaining wall
for the lawn surrounding the jail .

-Dena Sanford

Granite  County  Jail  and  Sheriff's  Residerice.   Section
(above)  and  part  of  first  floor  @elow).  Drawings  by
James R.  MCDonald (1980), provided by Paul Filicetti,
A&E Architects.
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Eta   8E€"Ora
Granite  County  Jail  and  Sheriff's  Residence.  Above,  partial  section  through  basement.  Drawing  by  James  R.
MCDonald (1980), provided by Paul Filicetti, A&E Architects.

Granite   County  Jail   and   Sheriff s   Residence.   Photo
(left) by Rolene Schliesman.  Earthen cellar west eleva-
tion sketch (bottom) by C. Riley Auge. Cellar fieldwork
@elow)  by  Rolene   Schliesman  and  C.   Riley  Aug5;
drawing by Richard Gibson.
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bung at the 100-stamp Bi-Metallic Mill, built in 1889-1890. Remnants of the

Bi-Metallic Mill, near Philipsburg. Photo by Rolene
Schliesman.

way that carried the
cable-ri

ore are visibl
road up to Granite. When it was

ed tram-
1ong the

this  was  the  longest  aerial  tramway  in  the
United  States,  at  9,750  fe'et  long  and with  a
vertical drop of 1,225 feet.

Georgetown  Dam,   built   in   1899-1901,   was
constructed   to   provide   power   for   the   Bi-
Metallic Mill and the Granite Mine. Today the
lake is an important recreation area and expen-
sive summer homes line its shores.

Fortunes  based  on  Granite's  silver  mines  fi-
nanced  significant  construction  in  St.  Louis,

Missouri, home to the original major backers of the mines. Merchant's Bridge (1889), Planters
Hote`1  (1894),  Terminal  Railway  of St.  Louis  (1889),  and  the  St.  Louis  Bank  of Commerce
(1890s) all are rooted in the wealth generated by Granite's silver.

Reference:  Rossillon,  Mitzi,  1997,  Granite:  A  cultural  resource  inventory  and  evaluation:  Report  for
Mine Waste Cleanup Bureau, Montana Dept. of Environmental Quality, 60 p. + appendices.

-Richard Gibson
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1. Superintendent Thomas A. Weir's House
Magnolia Avenue
Built: ca. 1885

In  1889, the zenith of Granite's  silver mining
boom,  this  building  was  reportedly  the  sole
stone structure in town, and the only one with
a plaster-finished  interior.  Such  extravagance
was granted the superintendent for the Granite
Mountain Mining Company. Weir' s neighbors
along  Magnolia  Avenue  were  other  mining
officials, white collar workers  and their fami-
lies.   Reflecting  their   elevated   status   in  the
community, the street was referred to as "silk
stocking  road."  The  company  operated  until
the economic Panic of 1893  shut down opera-
tions.

The  1 I/2-story house is built of locally-quarried
granite and has a steeply pitched roof and dor-
mers.  While  the  windows  are  now  gone,  the

openings  are  detailed  with  brick  arches  and
there is a half-circle window on the north ga-
ble end.  The 32'  x 42'  building provided liv-
ing  space  on  the  first  floor  and  possibly  an
office   on   the   second   floor.   The   first-floor
rooms    include    a    living    room,    bedroom,
kitchen and dining room. The rooms are sepa-
rated by a plastered brick food vault. The only
access  to  the  second  floor  was  via  a bridge-
way  from  the  uphill  slope  at the  rear  of the
building.  There  is  no  inside  connection  be-
tween the two floors, nor has there ever been
One.

After  decades  of abandonment,  deterioration
has  taken  a  toll  on the  building.  Along with
the  missing  windows,  a  3'   x  7'   entry  and
kitchen   doors   with   overhead   transoms   are
gone. Some recent restoration work addressed
some of the problems.

-Dena Sanford

Superintendent's  House,  Granite,  Montana.
Second floor plan (left)  and section (above).
Fieldwork  by  John   DeHaas.   Drawings  by
Jack Oyama, Dick Shannahan, and Durward
Sobek. HABS MONT,20-GRANI,2-.
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Superintendent's house.  Photo by AI Huntsman,  1965,
HABS MONT,20-GRANI,2-2.

E       L       E        V       A      T      I       a      N

2. Miner's Union Hall
Main Street

The  three-story  hall  was  built  in   1890  and
dedicated during a grand ball on New Year's
Eve, Dec.  31,1890. J.R.  Roberts of Butte de-
signed  the  building,  which  cost  $23,000.  As
recently as the  1950s, billiard tables and card
tables still occupied the building;  in  1969, the
front fagade and roof of the building remained
intact.

The first floor is set into the hillside and con-
sists  of a native  granite  foundation with  cast
iron  front;  it  contained  a  lounge  and  recrea-

tion   rooms   for   members.
The  second  story,  holding
the  main hall  for meetings,
dances, and a stage for the-
atrical     productions,     was
brick; the hall itself was 44'
x  53'  and with  a  ceiling  at
nearly  19'.  The  third  floor
hall   (30'   x   44')   was   for
lodge and private meetings.

The first floor had windows
set  in  wood  frames  on  the
front  of the  building  only.
The six large panes of glass
were  of  quarter-inch  plate
glass,  each  with  a  continu-
ous  transom  above,  where

¥   r[t-   small  square  panels  of col-
=    u,,Pat

ored  glass  framed  a  single
pane of glass.

Miners    Union    Hall,    Granite,
Montana.  North  elevation  (left,
above) and section (left, below).
Fieldwork    by    John    DeHaas.
Drawings   by   Durward   Sobek.
and U.  James Blackbum. HABS
MONT,20-GRANI,1-.
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Maple  flooring  in  the  second  floor  hall  was     sub-floor, then topped with maple to bring re-
reputed  to  be  the  finest  "spring  floor"  in  the     siliency to the dance floor.  The east and west
northwest.  Strips  16"  apart were  added to the     side walls each supported five chimneys.

-Richard Gibson
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Miners   Union   Hall,   Granite,
Montana.   Second   floor   plan
(left).     Fieldwork     by     John
DeHaas. Drawing by Durward
Sobek.   and  U.   James  Black-
burn.     HABS      MONT,20-
GRANI,I -.

Photo   (above)  by  AI   Hunts-
man,  1965,  HABS  MONT,20-
GRANI,2-2.

VEF3NACULAR ARCHITECTUF3E  FORUM  30TH ANNUAL MEETING,  BUTTE,  MONTANA 2009



NORTHWEST TOUF3: ANACONDA,  PHILIPSBURG,  DEEF3  LODGE         197

Anaconda is the seat of Deer Lodge County, and Deer Lodge is the seat of Powell County. Ana-
conda and Deer Lodge engaged in a minor skirmish in the War of the Copper Kings. Marcus
Daly wanted Anaconda to be the seat of a new county named for him, but his nemesis W.A.
Clark opposed that. Ultimately the Montana Supreme Court approved a division of the county,
leaving the name Deer Lodge for the more populous section around Anaconda.

The historic  state prison here Predates  statehood.  It was built in  1871  and was  initially under
Federal control.

-Richard Gibson

Grant-Kohrs Ranch-Warren Ranch
Overview

Source:  Grant-Kohrs  Ranch/Warren  Ranch  2003
NR nomination.  This section was written by Dena
Sanford. All maps, plans, and drawings in this sec-
tion are from the National Park Service, Technical
Information Center,  Lakewood,  Colorado.  Special
thanks  to  Michelle  Schneider  for providing  these
images.

The  evolution  of the  Western cattle  industry,
from  19th  century  open-range  grazing  to  20th
century  enclosure  and  diversification,  is  em-
bodied  in  the  Grant-Kohrs/lvarren  Ranch  in
Deer  Lodge  Valley,  a  National  Historic  Site
and  National  Historic  Landmark.  The  ranch
has  been  a  representative  and  harbinger  of

sweeping change in the Great Plains cattle in-
dustry.

When ranch  founder and Canadian  fur trader
John Grant established his  cattle enterprise in
the  Deer  Lodge  Valley  in   1857,  he  already
had years of experience as a Northern Rockies
cattleman.  Grant,  like  many  other  business-
men  in  this  fledgling  market,  obtained  foot-
sore  and  malnourished  stock  traveling  west
with Oregon Territory-bound immigrants. Af-
ter  a  season  of "fattening  up"  these  animals,
Grant sold them to travelers, the military, and
(after the discovery of gold in  1862) to boom-
ing  Montana mining  communities.  Grant  and
his Shoshone wife Quarra settled near the new
community  of  Deer  Lodge  in   1861,  but  its
lawlessness  prompted  Grant  to  sell  his  hold-
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tfon      Idaho, Wyoming, Colorado and canada.

Dissolution of the ranch began about a decade
after  Kohrs  and  his  wife  Augusta  moved  to
Helena in  1899,leaving daily management to
Bielenberg.  In  1919  several parcels were sold
off, an action repeated over a period of years.
This  change reflected the impact of a variety

s42     of   external   pressures.    Cattlemen   had   ex-
hausted available bunchgrass,  contagious  dis-
eases had decimated the "pooled" herds of the

HS-30   /,
/

open  range,  and  homesteaders  laid  claim  to
western land and water. By the  1920s pasture

`    ranching   had   replaced   open-range   grazing.

Grant-Kohrs Ranch,1920 site plan. Buildings are keyed
to their number in the text (e.g., HS-7). Source: National
Park Service, Technical Information Center, Lakewood,
Colorado.

ings,  including  squatter's  rights,  to  Carsten
Courad Kohrs in 1866.

Kohrs    and    his    partner,
half-brother   John   Bielen-
berg,  would  dominate  the
regional     beef     market.
Their   ranch   became   the
center of a vast cattle  em-
pire,  supported  by  access
to open and free grassland.
Other   financial   successes
included  their  early  intro-
duction      of     registered
Shorthom    and    Here ford
cattle,  and  stock  diversifi-
cation     that     included     a
number   of  horse   breeds.
By   the   1890s   the   ranch
incorporated   over   27,000
acres,   with   feed,   water,
and grazing rights over ten
million    acres    of   public
land  that   spanned   across
Montana,   parts   of  Utah,

That decade also saw the passing of the ranch
partners.   Kohrs   died   in   1920,   followed  by
Bielenberg  in  1922.  In  their  wake,  less  than
1,000  acres  of the  "Home  Ranch"  remained,
in caretaker status.

A  rebirth  of the  storied  ranch  came  through
the  efforts  of  Courad  Warren,  grandson  of

Grant-Kohrs Ranch, vegetation detail near main house.   Source: National Park
Service, Technical Information Center, Lakewood, Colorado.
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GRANT-KOHRS RANCH SITES
Courad  Kohrs.  Warren  arrived  in  1929,  and
assumed  management  of  the  Conrad  Kohrs
Company Ranch in 1931. He undertook a pro-
gram     of    modemization     consistent    with
changes  being made  throughout the  livestock
industry.  This meant a new emphasis on live-
stock    health,    selective    breeding,    blended
feeds,  and  feedlot  and  sales  operations.  War-
ren  intensified  cattle  operations  by  breeding
"comprest" cattle with fast growth rates and a

higher  meatfoone  ratio,  improving  feed  with
forage  plants  and  silage,  and  increasing  crop
yields with chemical  fertilizers  and improved
irrigation   techniques.   Warren   lived   on   the
ranch until his death in 1993.

Today   the   property   includes   two   primary
building    clusters,    the    Grant-Kohrs    Home
Ranch   group   and   the   Grant-Kohrs   Ranch/
Warren Ranch building cluster. The structures
within these  clusters  and in the  greater ranch
holdings represent a range of vernacular archi-
tecture   typical   of  the   region's   agricultural
buildings.   Agricultural-use   buildings   reflect
their  period  of  construction  and  use:   initial
development   featured   log   construction   and
post-and-pole  for  sheds,  early  barns,  an  ice
shed  and  the  bunkhouse.  Frame  construction
was  used  for  less  substantial  granaries  and
privies.    At the  time  of construction,  Grant's
log  home  was  remarkable  in  size,  quality  of
materials  and  architectural  detail.  Yet  it  ap-
pears modest in light of the brick veneer addi-
tion  and  other  improvements  made  by  the
Kohrs  family.  The  large  Victorian  house  is
uncommon for a Montana ranch, but it is typi-
cal  of late  19th  century urban residences,  and
indicative of Kohrs'  and Bielenberg's success
as  cattle  ranchers.  The  1930s  Warren  era  de-
velopment  utilized  frame  construction,  with
metal pipe (salvaged steel air brake lines from
old railroad cars) introduced for feed racks.

With the support of Warren and his wife Nell,
the National Park unit was enacted in  1972 on
an  initial  142  acres.  Today  it  embraces  over
1,600  acres  and  72  historic  resources,  and  is
maintained as a working ranch.

Main House (HS-01)
Builder: "MCLeod, the hewer"
Carpenter: Alexander Pambrun
Built: 1862 -1890

The two-story Main House is built in a T-plan
consisting   of   the   original   hewn-log    1862
Greek Revival style "farmhouse," and an 1890
brick veneer addition built by  Courad Kohrs.
The  original  portion  of the  house  faces  east
and   is   of po/cczatx   e77   co#/isse   construction

(also known as "Red River Frame," Hudson's
Bay Frame,"  piece-sur-piece,  or mortise-and-
tenon),  with  uprights  set  on  a  sill  plate  and
infilled  with  horizontal  logs  mortise  and  te-
noned into  the uprights.  The walls  were  then
capped  with  a  header  or  top  plate.  The  logs
were  hauled from the  Flathead Indian Reser-
vation,  150 miles to the north.  This Grant-era
portion  is  sided  in  clapboards,  is  symmetri-
cally  designed about a central hall,  and has  a
shallow-pitched  saltbox roof with wood shin-
gles, a rubble stone foundation and multi-light
casement  windows   with   functional   shutters
painted green.

After  Kohrs  purchased  the  building  in  1866,
he added a formal entry, with the central door,
transom,   sidelights   and   flanking   windows
sheltered by an open porch with square wood
columns. Porch detailing includes a decorative
balustrade in a Roman grate detail. Kohrs also
added  a  two-story  brick  addition  to  the  west
with a full basement. The addition is built on a
coursed  stone  foundation,  and has  a  standing
seam metal  roof.  The  ground  slopes  down to
the west, so that on that side the house is three

VERNACULAR AFicHITECTURE FOF3UM  30TH ANNUAL MEETING,  BUTTE,  MONTANA 2009



200      NORTHWE:ST TOUR: ANACONDA,  PHILIPSBURG,  DE:ER  LODGE

Grant-Kohrs  Ranch,  Main. House  (HS-01)  floor  plan.
Source:  National  Park  Service,  Technical  Infomation
Center, Lakewood, Colorado.

stories,  with  a  ground-floor  basement  entry.
Facing  the  garden,  the  south  fagade  has  the
most  architectural  details,  including  a  large
bay that defines the dining room. There is also
a substantial Queen Anne detailed open porch
topped   with   an   elaborate   balustrade.   The
porch has turned columns, spindle work and a
short  and  shallow mansard-type  roof covered
with  fishscale  shingles.  A  conservatory  built
for Augusta Kohrs by  19071inks the two sec-
tions,  wrapping  around  the  southwest  comer
of the Grant portion.

The floor plan of the Grant component gener-
ally   reflects   the   original   design,   although
some room functions and most decorative fin-
ishes  date  or  postdate  the  Kohrs'   1890  re-
model.   The   1890   addition   arranged   rooms
along  an  east-west  axis,  with  a  staircase  and
hallway running the length of the north wall.

America, the in;
and slippery fell
and ill luck and

merges as  a paradoxical
agpie presages both good
sents  admirable  qualities

of strength and fearlessness as well as less than
commendable  traits  of  vanity,  noisiness,  and
thievery.

While magpie is linked with success in hunting,
warfare,   and  general  fearlessness   in   several
Native ,American traditions, including Mandan-
Hidatsa, Sioux, Hopi
and  Chinese belie

to

pache, in European
lore  is  more  often

well-
being.   Such connections result in the warnings
of bad luck aimed at anyone who kills a magpie
in  France, , Germany,  Norway,  or  India.  This
same  concern  underlies  the
and  their many

magpie , proverbs
across Britain  and

Ireland that relate one's degree of good fortune
with  the  number  of magpies  gathered  on  or
around  one's  dwelling.  A  common  variant  of
the Irish proverb states:

One fior anger
TWo for lvirth
Three for a wedding
Four for a birth
(In other versions this is `death.')

VEF3NACULAR AF3CHITECTURE  F.OF3UM  30TH ANNUAL MEETING,  BUTTE,  MONTANA 2009



NOF3THWE:ST TOUF3: ANACONDA,  PHILIPSBUF3G,  DEER  LODGE         201

ing in some way instnmental in the Ark'
vival of the deluge.

Magpie  lore  is two-sided,
pearance of a magpie_on roofline or fence could
De an omen ol impen(
dwelling' s inhabitants. its appearance
or just the  sourid  of its  chatter may  armounce

coming of guests. In China, where the mag-
teadier character

fortune,  especially if encountered

Pres-
8Ood

upon  setting out upon  a journey or errand.  In
if you

Our only hope of avoid-
ing ill luck was to perform a countercharm like
removing your hat in greeting, making the sign
of the cross, crossing your thumbs, or making a
cross  on the  ground with two pieces  of straw.
Altematively,  you  could just return home  and
abandon your journey for the day.

However  many  magpies  you  may  encounter
here in Montana, it might not be a bad thing to
tip your hat to them in greeting and ensure your
journey a safe and well-favored one.

i. RIley Aug5

lore.  Edinburgh:
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The   porch   was   fully   enclosed   during   the
1940s, but was restored from  1999 to 2005  to
its original Victorian design of 1862-1863.

Bunkhouse Row (HS-02)
Built: ca. 1862-ca. 1907

Now  a  composite  of log,  post-and-beam  and
frame  structures  with  corrugated  metal  roof-
ing,  the  building  began  as  a  circa  1862  one-
story,  log,  dogtrot cabin with a shallow gable
that served as housing  for John Grant during
the  construction  of the  main house.  This  sec-
tion is identifiable by its half-dovetail log ex-
terior walls. The open dogtrot was enclosed by
1884  and used as  a bunkhouse.  A  frame  din-
ing room and kitchen was added to the west,
and  by   1907,  a   11/2-story  gabled  horse  barn
had  been  built  between  this  building  and  a
post-and-pole,   shed-roof  buggy  shed  to  the

wOcOBME®  rTii
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east, joining  the  two  structures.  At  the  same
time  a  frame  woodshed  and  washroom  were
built adjacent to a kitchen on the west end. In
1907,  when  the  Milwaukee  Railroad  tracks
were laid, half of the buggy shed was moved
into the yard west of the ranch house.

The  east  third  of the  original  log  cabin  was
remodeled  after   1935   for  Courad  Warren's
ranch  office,  while  the  enclosed  central  por-
tion was used as a bunkhouse. About the same
time, the remainder of the bunkhouse was di-
vided  into  a  sitting  room,  dining  room  and
kitchen.  The  building was  wired  for  electric-
ity, windows were enlarged,  a new floor laid,
interior walls plastered, a show room added to
the  west   end,   and  plumbing   added  to   the
kitchen.

Today, from east to west, the bunkhouse com-
ponents  include  a buggy  shed, the horse barn
(containing  a  chore-boy  room/warming  room
and  stables),  ranch  office,  bunkroom,  sitting
room, dining room, kitchen, shower and wash-
room, and woodshed.

Bunkhouse Row was restored in 2004.

Garage-Blacksmith Shop (HS-03)
Built:  1935

Courad  Warren  constructed  this  building  in
1935  when  he  introduced  mechanized  equip-
ment at the ranch.   The frame building is on a
concrete pad, has drop cove siding and a gable
roof on an east-west axis. Three overhead roll-
ing doors  are  on the north  side,  and a sliding
double door mounted on an overhead horizon-
tal iron track is on the west wall.

In 1975 the NPS insulated and heated the west
garage stall to serve as fire truck storage. The
building  was  rehabilitated  in   1999  and  cur-
rently  contains  four  sections:  an  intexpretive
blacksmith    shop,    an    storage/interpretation

Invented

EAVEFtsLIDES

1908  and patented
Stephens and Herb ,
Hole   Vallev.   these

in  1910 by D.J
Montana's Bi

-Richard Gibson

Photo from Grant-Kohrs Ranch, National
Park Service.
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preparation area,  exhibit space  and a comfort
station.

Granarymoller Mill (HS-06)
Built:  1935

One of three  granaries  at the ranch,  this  one-
story frame building built in  1935  has an off-    I
set  gable  roof,  exposed  rafter  tails  and  drop
cove   siding.   The   west   fagade   contains   an    ,
open,   shed-roofed   and   cantilevered   loading
dock.  Large  wood  sliding  double  doors  pro-
vide  access  from the  loading  dock,  while  the    rRI#F)
south  side  has  a  Dutch  door.  There  are  four
evenly-spaced hatch openings on the east side
that provide truck access to  the  interior grain    '
storage  bins.  The  west  side  of the  interior  is
occupied  by  a  mechanical  grain  conveyance
system. The building was restored in 2003.           I

~H eLGrmiotj

-K}W  A.A
Grant-Kohrs Ranch, Granary (HS-06). Source: National
Park Service, Technical Information Center, Lakewood,
Colorado.

e,in       evthtHE    pe

Grant-Kohrs  Ranch,  Horse  Ban  (HS-07),  floor  plan.
Source:  National  Park  Service,  Technical  Information
Center, Lakewood, Colorado.

Draft Horse Barn (HS-07)
Built: ca. 1870

Located directly behind Bunkhouse row at the
northeast comer of the building complex is the
Main  Yard  Building  Cluster,  which  includes
the   Draft   Horse   Barn,   Oxen   Barn   and   a
Bielenberg Horse Barn.

The   log   and  frame   materials   of  the  Draft
Horse Barn exemplify the utilitarian design of
the  ranch's  service  buildings.  Virtually  unal-
tered,  the  two-story  barn  is  built  on  a  stone
foundation and has V-notched log walls, with
vertical wood planks in the gable ends. There
is   a   shed   addition   on  the   north   side  with
board-and-batten  siding.  Both the  main gable
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Grant-Kohrs  Ranch,  Horse  Barn (HS-07).  Above:  sec-
tion,  below,  wall  section  detail.  Source:  National  Park
Service,    Technical    Information   Center,    Lakewood,
Colorado.

_ife_rr

1¥1

®

a WAEL -

ffisREnyou+

roof and the shed roof are covered with corru-
gated metal.

The  interior  walls  and  ceiling  are  unfinished
sawn  timbers  and  vertical  boards.  There  are
eight stalls  in the  original section and four in
the  addition.  Each  stall  has  a  feed  trough.  A
wood ladder accesses the upper-level hay loft.
The building was restored in 1993.

Oxen Barn (HS-10)
Built: ca.1870

The  Oxen Ban is  located  immediately north
of the  draft  horse  ban.  It  is  a  1]/2-story  log
building  with  a  gabled  roof  oriented  north/
south.  The  logs  are  joined  with  V-notching
and daubed with a lime-based mortar. Vertical
boards  fill  the  gable  ends.  Access  is  on  the
west  end  through  double  leaf doors,  and  on
the  east  side,  where  there  is  a  half door  for
access to the loft. The roof is covered in wood
shingles.   Deterioration   required   substantial
reconstruction  in  1981,  and the  stone  founda-
tion was replaced with concrete piers  infilled
with stone.

Bielenberg Barn (HS-11)
Built: ca. 1880

The bam's  circa  1880  construction date coin-
cides   with   large-scale   horse   racing   on   the
ranch, and the bam's design is reminiscent of
racetrack  "shedrows."  The  one-story  barn  is
believed  to   have  housed  John  Bielenberg's
racehorses,  and  has  a  west-sloping  shed  roof
and pole structural system. The walls are sided
with  whitewashed,  board  and  batten  siding,
and skirtboards painted red.  This  siding dates
to  the  Courad  Warren  era  of circa  1933.  On
the  east wall  are  eight board  and batten  stall
doors,  and  a  fixed  multi-light window  above
each door. Prior to  1938 there was a roof over
the entrances into the corral area. The interior
walls and ceiling are unfinished.  On the north
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side   interior,   the   stall   walls   are   open   and
framed  with  poles.   South  side  stalls  are  of
pole  construction,  with horizontal plank half-
walls, and built-in feed troughs.

Thoroughbred Barn/Stallion Barn (HS-15)
Built: ca. 1883

Several   stallion  bans   were   constructed  by
Kohrs   and   Bielenberg   during   a   period   of
large-scale   horse   raising   activities   on   the
ranch. This  1 I/2-story barn is a post-and-beam/
frame building sided with board and batten on
the walls  and roof.  In the center of the north
wall are double doors; a pedestrian door is cut
into  the  west  leaf.  A  second  door  is  on  the

west side, and large wood double doors on the
south wall have a Dutch door on the east leaf.

The  barn  initially  housed  a  large  number  of
Thoroughbred  horses.  One  of the  stalls  was
used for foaling mares. An adjacent bricked-in
sleeping  room  with  an  interior  window  pro-
vides  a view to  the  foaling  area.  The  interior
walls  and  stalls  are  finished  with  horizontal
boards.  For  a  time  Warren used the  sleeping
room  as  an  office.   In  the   1940s  and  early
1950s  Warren  used  the  barn  as  a  show  barn
for his  Here ford cattle.  He  added a cupola in
1957 to house a granary mixer and floor scale,
and  removed  the  original  stalls.  The  cupola
was removed as part of a restoration project in
1981.

=±___-_:-:se:i:::=i:_:I-=-:::i-:::=_:::i_:-:I::__:-_
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John and Charles Bielenberg branding cattle at Grant-Kohrs Ranch. National Park Service photo.

The Ranch House at Grant-Kohrs. National Park Service photo.
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False-front building, a type common in Virginia City. From a photo by Richard Gibson.
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Highway index map for Southeast Tour. Planned route follows I-90 from Butte
to  Cardwell;  Hwy 359  to Harrison;  Pony;  US  287  and Montana 287  to Ennis,
Virginia City, Alder, and Twin Bridges. Return to Butte via Montana Hwy 41.

Map from Montana State Highway Map, from Montana NRIS system.
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gerated population claims boasted as many as 5,000 residents, .the estimated population peaked
in 1900-1902 at about 1,000. These residents-miners, bankers, families-supported at least a
dozen saloons,  local brick yards, multiple Chinese laundries,  a baseball team,  and a moving
picture theater.

Gold was always the commodity of choice in
Pony.   Minor  placer  deposits   along  Willow
Creek  exploited in the  early  1870s  led to  the
beginning  of lode  mining  in  1874.  The  gold
came  mostly  from  mines  between  the  town
and  Hollowtop  Mountain-the  Boss  Tweed,
Strawberry,   and  others  ultimately  produced
more  than  $5,000,000  in  gold.  The Northern
Pacific Railway reached Pony in  1890, an im-
portant stimulus for the late  l890s-early 1900s
expansion.

Mining  operations   supported  Pony  into  the
1930s,   although   agriculture   had   become   a
mainstay by  1910-in  1908  the town council
passed  an  ordinance  prohibiting  running  of
cattle  and poultry  in town,  and  in  1910  agri-
cultural  workers  outnumbered  miners  in  the
census by 99 to 88, out of a total population of
369. The 1902 high school closed in 1943, and
the   hotel   last   served   ov;might   visitors   in
1959.   Today   Pony's   resident   population   is
about 200.

-Richard Gibson

Observing party  leaving  Pony,  Montana,  for  Station  Jefferson  in  1922.  Heading  for Mt.  Jefferson,  at  left in  dis-
tance;  Hollowtop  Mountain  at  center.  Photo  from  National  Oceanic  and  Atmospheric  Administration,  Coast  &
Geodetic Survey Historic Photo Collection.
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PONY SITES

1. Pony School
Reel Street

The largest building in Pony was erected dur-
ing  a  boom  period.  The  first  school's  bur-
geoning emollment of 151  in the fall of 1900
represented a  16% increase over the previous
year, and growth was expected to continue. A
1902  bond  issue  financed  construction  of  a
new school,  designed by prominent Butte  ar-
chitect Henry Patterson and built by contrac-
tors  MCDonald and Bradshaw,  whose  bid  on
the project amounted to $ 10,318. The 65 'x75 '
school opened for the fall temi of 1902.

Pony School.

Pony School. First floor plan. Fieldwork by Maire O'Neill and Seth Burwash Drawing by Seth Burwash.
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Construction  was   subcontracted   locally,   in-
cluding the  stone  and brick work by brothers
Neal and M.D. Mcsheny, tin and iron fixtures
by  Bert  Hofer,  and  lulnber  supplied  by  Joe
Ferrell.  The  building  is  essentially  unaltered
from its original state.

References
Zimmerman,   David,   2008,  Po#};  A4o72/cr#cz..  4   Go/c7c77
Pczsf,   Sfz.//  4   rreczs#re:   3rd   ed.,   Pony   Homecoming
Club.

Pony,  Montana,  National  Register  Nomination  Form,
1987.

-Richard Gibson

2. Morris State Bank
Broadway Street

The bank was organized with $50,000   capital
in  1901  under  the  leadership  of William  W.
Morris,  a  mine  owner.  Butte  architects  Ger-
man & Lignell were contracted in  1902 to de-
sign a new building  for the bank, which was

LIGNELL

Frederick German and A.  Wemer Lignell were
prominent  Duluth,  Minnesota,  architects.  The

-Richard Gibson

Morris State Bank, floor plan. Fieldwork by Maire O'Neill and Seth Burwash. Drawing by Seth Burwash.
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built  by  MCDonald  and  Bradshaw,  the  con-
tractors   who   were   also   building   the   Pony
School.  The  brick  was  laid  by  local  mason
Neal  Mcsheny,  and  the  total  expected  cost
was $13,000.

Morris  was  president  until  he  died  in  1904,
when the presidency of the bank was assumed
by Thomas Duncan, who also died within the
year,  and Mary Elling became president.  Her
family  was   involved  with  the  Elling   State
Bank  of Virginia  City.  By  1906  the  Morris
Bank had $200,000 in deposits.

The bank building also housed the Pony Post
Office, a real estate company, Pony Commer-
cial  Club,  the  Pony  City  Council,  a  notions
store,  and  a  barbershop.  Despite  its  original
connection  to  mining,  the  bank  became  de-

pendent on agriculture and in  1926 the Morris
State Bank closed but did not fail,  and its as-
sets were transferred to other banks.

Reference
Zimmerman, op. cit.

-Richard Gibson

Morris State Bank.

A barely surviving building in Pony. Photo by Rolene Schliesman.
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who, with his wife Sue, funded a private preservation campaign begirming in the late 1940s that
led to their eventual ownership of about a third of Virginia City and all of Nevada City. The
latter became a repository for buildings from across the state that the Boveys were able to save;
most buildings also contain hundreds of period artifacts and furnishings. The State of Montana
acquired the Bovey properties in  1997 at a cost of $6.5 million (buildings and land,  $1.5 mil-
lion; artifacts $5 million), managed today by the Montana Heritage Commission.

Reference:  Grant,  Marilyn,1998, 4  G#z.c7e  fo zzz.sZo7'z.c  yz.rgz.7?I.cz  Cz.fy:  Montana Mainstreets  Vol.  1,  Montana His-
torical Society Press, 72 p.

-Richard Gibson

Index map of Virginia City showing  sites described in this  section.  For greater detail,  see Grant,  M., 4  G#z.c7e fo
fJz.a/o7-z.c  yz.rgz.72j.cz Cj.fy:  Montana Historical  Society Press, p. 4-5. Map by Richard Gibson.
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VIRGINIA CITY SITES

1. Content Corner (Bob's Place)
Wallace at Jackson Street

When  Content Comer was  originally built in
the  summer  of  1864,  it  was  one  of the  first
stone  buildings  in  town.  It  was  located  at  a
prominent   intersection,   as   reflected   in. the
original   treatment   of  the   store front,   which
continued  around  the  comer  to  face  Jackson
Street.  At  the  time,  Jackson  Street  was  lined
with stores, warehouses, a photography studio,
hotel,  and  other  enterprises;  it  bustled  as  the
street that led to mining activity. Content Cor-
ner  was  purchased  by  Solomon  Content  in
November  1864  for $4,000.  The building has
housed numerous owners and businesses, pri-
marily  hosting  retail  operations  on  the  first
floor.  Most importantly, the  second floor was
used for the Territorial offices during Virginia
City's tenure as the capital from 1865 to  1875.
The  configuration  of these  offices  has  been
reconstructed  in the recent reconversion from
apartments  into  the  Montana  Heritage  Com-
mission offices.

With the exception of the c.1898 brick fagade
with  large  glass  display  windows,  this  stone
building  retains  much  of its  original  exterior
treatment,  and  a  reconstructed  exterior  bal-
cony and stairway similar to the original. The
exterior native field stone walls are 20" thick.
The original street-front openings were all lan-
cet arched, except for the rear first floor door-
way.  Tall  windows  and  doors  were  accentu-
ated   with   arched   transoms   typical   of  the
Gothic  style.  The  hipped  roof  extended  be-
yond the walls, with soffits supported by ltal-
ianate style scroll-sawn brackets.

This L-shaped building had a one-story stone
warehouse added at the rear between 1876 and
1884.  The  building  was  owned  by  the  Gohn

family   from   1919   through   the   1976.   Bob
Gohn ran a bar on the first floor, offering gro-
ceries  and  fishing  equipment  as  well.  "Blind
Bob"  had  lost  his  sight  in  a  mining  accident
and became~by dint of his noteworthy dex-
terity and personality-ne of Virginia City's
colorful and favorite characte.rs.

-Lesley M. Gilmore

Content Comer. Photo by George Means.

Earliest   photo    of   Content    Comer    (1863).    HABS
MONT, 29-VIRG, 2-2.
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Content Comer. Floor plans (above)
and   elevations   (right).   Drawn   by
James  J.  Thompson  and  Larry  Jay
Keller.  HABS  MONT,  29-VIRG,2
report by John DeHaas.
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2. Kramer-MCGovern-Strasburg
Wallace Street west of Jackson

The    following    three    buildings-Kramer,
MCGovem,     and     Strasburger--were     con-
structed hastily with easily obtained materials
in  1863  during  Virginia  City's  camp  phase,
before the future of the town was  assured by
the wealth generated by the mining. The trans-
formation of this triplet of buildings from log
cabins  into  commercial enterprises (and often
back  again  to  residential),  their  preservation
by  default,   and  their  subsequent  appeal  to
Charles Bovey as historic artifacts, act as tan-
gible  and  tactile  symbols  of the  flexible  es-
sence of virginia City.

Kramer Building

This  building  represents  the  evolution  from
log  dwelling  to  clad  commercial  store front,
epitomizing the enteaprise associated with this
rapidly growing city.  Built originally as a log
dwelling  by  blacksmith  Augustus  Griffith  in
1863,  it  was  transformed  into  a  store front  in
1866 when the bay window was installed; this
is probably coincident with construction of the
false  parapet  front.   Commercial  use  in  the
building's front portion, with a dwelling in the
rear, was continued by subsequent owner sad-
dle  maker  Julius  Kramer  in  the   1870s.   By
1907,  according  to  the  Sanbom maps,  it was
used solely as  a dwelling.  This  change in use
reflected Virginia City's decline in population
from  2500  in  the  1870s  to  less  than  600  in
1907.

Originally   built   in   1863,   it   was   a   typical
crudely built log  cabin with  a pole  roof cov-
ered with  mud.  The  roofing  is  illustrative  of
the progressive use  and availability of differ-
ent  materials:  the  original  pole  roof predates
the 1864 sawmill; several subsequent layers of
sawn  board  roofing  were  used  to  build  up  a
steeper  gable  roof atop  the  mud;  corrugated

tin and wood shingle roofing now conceal the
boards. The log walls were soon covered with
vertical board-and-batten  siding.  Missing  sid-
ing  on  the  west  fagade  reveals  the  original
logs.  The  well-preserved  original  cloth-lined
interior   finish   is   typical   of  that   prevalent
throughout the western frontier.

Goldberg Store, MCGovern Dry Goods
Building, Weston Hotel

This  building  was  originally  built  as  a  log
cabin home by Anne and James Sheehan, one
of the early families to  arrive at Alder Gulch
in the summer of 1863.  Their daughter, Mary
"Mollie" Sheehan Roman wrote of the exciting

and sundry visitors - from "discovery men" to
outlaw  George  Ives  -  her  parents  hosted  in
this cabin, in her book Fro7?/I.er Wo772cz7?. Gum-
bert  Goldberg  and  two  partners  bought  the
property in  1864 for $1800;  they probably in-
stalled  the  commercial  store front,  clapboard-
ing, and the false front with frieze and simple
cornice. By 1866, the west part of the building
had  become  the  Weston  Hotel,  accessed  by
the  single  door.  This  shotgun  series  of four
guest rooms  provided necessary  accommoda-
tions for the thriving city.

By  1884, the building was used as a dwelling
again, then converted to a dry goods  store by
sisters  Hanna  and  Mary  MCGovem  c.1908.
This   handsome   Greek   Revival   store front,
similar to those on other commercial buildings
in  town,  showcased  outdated  goods  that  the
sisters  had  bought  from  the  prior  owner  of
their business.  Some of this unopened stock -
some from the 1880s -remains in the building
today. Charles Bovey rented the building from
Mary MCGovem  in the  early  1950s,  with the
express   puapose   of  providing   visitors   with
views  of the  goods  from  outside.  He  bought
the building in 1954.

-Lesley M. Gilmore
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Strasburger's Store

Strasburger's Store,like its neighbors to either
side, was originally constructed as a log cabin
in  1863.  By  1866,  it  too  had  been  improved
with a store front and tall false-front,  conceal-
ing the gabled roof beyond. The French doors
flanked  by  the  large  expanses  of  shop  win-
dows  reflect  the  westernization  of a  national
retail  trend.  The  recessed  entry  bay  was  an
innovation promoted in the  1870s to draw cus-
tomers  into  the  shop.  The  small  glass  panes
were  shipped  in  via  the  Missouri  River  or
overland  from  Salt  Lake  City.  The  original
glass remaining - indicative of the city's  lan-
guishing state - is evidenced by pits and bub-
bles.

The  store  was  divided  into  two  commercial
spaces;   Isidor   Strasburger   operated   a   dry
goods   business   in   one   side   until   the   late
1870s.  By  1884,  the building was  again used
as  a  dwelling,  reflecting  the  decreased  need
for goods  by  a declining population.  The  log
cabin which had been to  the  store's  east was
removed by  1904,  revealing the  log  structure
of the  store,  and  the  extensive  shed  beyond.
While  a  few  of the  Virginia  City  store fronts
had awnings  in the  1860s,  it appears  that the
rough  wood  awnings   on  these  three   stores
were added after the  1930s.

-Lesley M. Gilmore

Madison County Courthouse. First floor plan. HABS MONT, 29-VIRG, 2. Drawing t)y John Link.
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3. Madison County Court House
Wallace at Broadway Street

Soon after its recognition as a territory, Mon-
tana   established   eight   counties,    including
Madison  County.  Virginia City had been the
county seat of Madison County since the city
was  incorporated  in  early  1864.  In  plarming
for the Madison County Court House, the citi-
zens  were  keen  on  assuring  a  future  with  a
solid  and  permanent  building  -  despite  the
waning  population  of Virginia  City.  A  con-
tract for the court house and jail construction
was  awarded  on  May  22,  1875  to  contractor
Daniel Steele, for a cost of $33,000. The work
was based on the design by architect Loren 8.
01ds  and  completed  in   1876.  01ds  also  de-
signed a meeting hall and a school in Virginia
City

The  Madison  County  Court  House  is  a  two-
story brick Italianate style building on a raised
basement.  This  well-proportioned  building  is
50'  by  80'  in plan  and in  side  elevation,  and

Madison  County  Courthouse.   Early  photo  in  HABS
collection.

Madison  County  Courthouse.   West  elevation.   HABS
drawing by Larry Jay Keller.

presents  a square front gable-end fagade.  The
symmetrical entry fagade is dominated by the
central entry porch, which is flanked by pairs
of tall windows on the first and second floors.
The   typical   window   opening   height   is   in-
creased  with  an  arched  transom  window  de-
marcated by a brick arched hood. Fenestration
on the two long side walls is indicative of the
interior use;  gaps  in  fenestration  occur  at the
first  floor  vaults.  The  16"-thick  walls  of red
brick are  set  in  a running bond with headers
every  eighth  course.  The  comers  are  slightly
accentuated  with  narrow  full-height  pilasters
that  rest  on  corbelled  stone  at the  top  of the
base. The solid masonry basement walls are of
uncoursed  fieldstone  from  a  nearby  quany,
finished with a smooth cut sedimentary stone
watertable. The gabled roof is surmounted by
a large cupola that is square in plan; this sup-
ports  a  lantern with  a pyramidal  roof.  Large
windows  in the  lantem provide  access  to  the
balcony roof of the cupola.

A  two-story  addition  was  erected  at  the  rear
(southeast)  in the  early  1900s.  This  south ad-
dition was fleshed out with an addition in the
southwest in  1962.  The  center hallway of the
original  building  connects  with  these   addi-
tions.

-Lesley M. Gilmore
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Sanders  House.   North   elevation  (above).   Floor  plan
(below). HABS drawings by Larry Jay Keller.

4. Colonel Wilbur Fisk Sanders' House
Idaho at Hamilton Street

This once simple Carpenter Gothic style home
was built by  Colonel  Wilbur Fisk  Sanders  in
1867, just four years after his aITival in Mon-
tana.   In   June   1863,   Sanders   had   come   to
nearby Bannack with his uncle Sidney Edger-
ton,  who  had  recently  been  appointed  Chief
Justice   of  the   newly   formed   Territory   of
Idaho,  of which  Bannack  and  Virginia  City
were  a  part.  Sanders  was  heavily  influenced
by  his  Republican uncle  and  helped with  his
efforts  to  have  the  large  territorial  land mass
divided by the Rocky Mountains split into two
territories - the  second being the Territory of
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Sanders House. West elevation. HABS photo (1963) by
John DeHaas.

Montana, which was signed into law on May
25,1864.

Sanders'  influence in Virginia City is primar-
ily related to  his part in the beginning  of the
vigilante activities,  sparked by his efficacy as
prosecuting  attorney  in  the  trial  of  George
Ives, a road agent suspected of killing a deliv-
ery boy. The three-day trial resulted in a guilty
verdict  and  death  by  hanging  the  same  eve-
ning  as  the  sentence,  on December 21,  1863.
Wilbur Sanders is presumed to have been part
of  the  planning  of  the  Committee  of  Vigi-
lance, which was formed soon thereafter.

Sanders was involved in many of the seminal
Montana institutions at their inception, includ-
ing  the   Society  of  Montana  Pioneers  (Dec.
1864),  Montana  Bar  Association  (Jam.1865),
the  Montana  Historical  Society  (Feb.   1865),
and  the  State  of  Montana,  which  he  repre-
sented in the U.S.  Senate (Dec.  1889). He held

positions  of  leadership  and  action  and  took
these   roles   seriously.   He   remained   as   the
president  of  the  Montana  Historical  Society
for twenty-five years.

Sanders  and his  wife  Harriet Fenn  ("Hattie")
lived in this house from 1867 until completion
of their  home  in  Helena  in  1875.  The  house
has undergone many changes that are evident

upon examination. Originally built as a simple
side-gable I-plan with entry gable and narrow
front porch, by  1899 the vergeboard at the ga-
ble  rakes  had been removed,  the  front porch
widened and Italianate brackets added, and the
building expanded to the south.  This  addition
included  radical  alterations  to  the  interior:  a
long double-parlor was created by removal of
the  south  wall  (now  supported  by  the  faux-
grained beam and columns);  the  stair orienta-
tion would have been flipped  180 degrees and
the  square balusters installed;  and the kitchen
was probably added.

-Lesley M. Gilmore

Gilbert   Brewery.    Photo    by    Robert    Lyon.    HABS
MONT, 29-VIRG, 8-2.

5. Gilbert Brewery
Hamilton at Cover Street

The   Gilbert   Brewery   was    established   by
Henry Gilbert,  Christen Richter,  and William
Smith  in  1863,  as  the  first  brewery  in  Mon-
tana. The current building was first erected in
1864.  Modifications  and  additions  over  time
accommodated  the   growth. of  the  business.
Little  has  changed  since  the  images  depicted
on  the   1884  Sanbom  Fire  Insurance  Maps,
with  the  exception  of an  "earth  beer  cellar"
located northwest of the brewery, on Hamilton
Street (shown from  1904 through  1922). Dur-
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Gilbert Brewery. Boiler and belt drive. Photo by Robert
Lyon. HABS MONT, 29-VIRG, 8-7

ing   Prohibition,   the   Gilbert   Brewery   sup-
planted   beer   production   with   that   of  soft
drinks.  Attempts  to  reintroduce  beer brewing
after  the  repeal  of Prohibition  in  1933  were
not successful.

Charles  Bovey purchased  the  brewery  in  the
1940s and operated it as a museum from  1946
through  1973. The original steam boiler, brew
kettles,  furnaces,  vats, barrels,  tanks,  machin-
ery,  and tank rooms were - and remain - an
attractive visual connection with the operation
of the brewery.

Like many buildings in Virginia City, the Gil-
bert  Brewery  is  built  into  a  hill,  on  a  native
stone foundation. The main mass of the build-
ing  is  dominated by two  cross-gable wings -
the  one  gabled roof portion behind the  entry
fagade  and  the   second  wing  under  a  dual-

sloped roof that extends to a short wall at the
high side of the hill. These building parts form
a large  54.5'  by  60.5'  near-rectangular mass,
which is penetrated by a two-story stone mass
with  a pyramidal roof;  this  contains  the  kiln.
Chimneys   indicate   where   sources   of  heat
were;  ventilators  are  located  at  points  of ex-
haust.  The south fagades face town with false
fronts concealing the roofs beyond. The heavy
timber  construction  of the  building  is  faced
with  a  board-and-batten  finish  typical  of the
Rocky Mountain region.  The  false  fronts  are
finished with  frieze  boards  and  box  comices
indicative. of a thriving enterprise.

The Gilbert House  is the large partially stone
structure on Wallace Street south of the Brew-
ery.  Parts  of the  structure date to  c.1864.  The
Gilberts  raised  fifteen  children  in  this  house.
The  cabins,  and the vintage  style  gas  station,
to the east of the brewery comprise "Daylight
Village,"  which  was  constructed  by  Charles
Bovey in the late  1940s -early 1950s.

-Lesley M. Gilmore

Gilbert  Brewery.   North  elevation.   Photo  by  Richard
Gibson.
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General view of virginia City. Photo by Robert Lyon, HABS MONT, 29-VIRG,17-.
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NEVADA CITY SITES

Note:  Please refer to  Kingston Heath's  essay,  772e Fz.7?-
ney House in Nevada City,  Montana and the Notion Of
fJerz.fczge  rrcz#5/or772czfz.o#,  p.  67,  this  volume,  for  more
information about these locations.

Richard Cabin

This modest log building is one of the original
buildings  in  Nevada  City.  Originally  haling
from Chambersburg, PA, 1awman John Xavier
Beidler built this cabin in the summer of 1863 .
Its log roof and log construction are indicative
of a town without  a  sawmill;  one was  not to
come   to   Virginia   City  until  the   Spring   of
1864.  The large hewn logs are joined flush at
the comers with half-dovetail comer notching;
saplings  and  wood  scraps  fomi  the  chinking.
This  simple  one-story  gable-fronted  building
has   one   window   (six-over-six   single-hung)
and  one  door,  symmetrically  located  on  the
front fagade. The low-sloped roof is typical of
the  early  sod roofs  in  this  area.  The  sod  and
snow load were supported by the pole log roof
structure carried by purlins bearing on the ga-
ble walls.

Oral history indicates that Beidler was instru-
mental  in  the  immediate  hanging  of George
Ives, who had requested a delay until the day

after sentencing.  Beidler stood on his  cabin's
roof and  injected  into  the  court  proceedings
held on the streets of Nevada City: "How long
did [Ives] give the Dutchman [the murder vic-
tim] to even write his mother a letter. He gave
him  no  time   and  therefore  Ives   should  be
hanged   immediately   in   the   same   manner."
Beidler  watched  the  hanging  of George  Ives
from this roof.

Later resident Alicidi Richard called this cabin
home until the  early  1900's.  Some  of the  ex-
isting   furnishings   were   Alicidi's;   they   are
typical of a miner's cabin.

-Lesley M. Gilmore

Finney Summer Kitchen

This    original    Nevada    City   building    was
adopted  as  a  summer  kitchen  by  the  Frank
Finney family after it had been abandoned by
others.  A  thick  coat  of whitewash  on  the  in-
side  symbolizes  a regular  spring  cleaning rit-
ual.  Built  in  1863  in  this  same  location,  this
cabin  bears  many  similarities  with  the  Rich-
ards Cabin down the street.  It is  also a simple
one-story   gable-fronted   building   with   one
window   (six-over-six   single-hung)   and   one
centered  door  in  the  front  fa9ade.  A  shed-
roofed addition on the south side continues the

Evolution of the Finney House. Drawings by Leslie Jehnings. Courtesy Kingston Heath.
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Left:  Fimey  house  de-
tails.       Below:        Six
miner's   cabins   includ-
ing      Richard      Cabin
(bottom     center)      and
Firmey   house   (bottom
right).  All  drawings  by
Leslie Jehnings.
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slope of the cabin roof, and has a rough board
finish.   A  boxed   soffit  conceals  the   cabin's
roof framing, which is probably of poles;  it is
conceivable that the  soffit boards  came  from
the  sawmill  in  Bannack,  or  that  they  were
hand-sawn. The concrete at the foundation is a
c.1950s  repair  method  favored  by  Bovey's
restoration team.

-Lesley M. Gilmore

Log Building in Chinatown

Ten  percent  of Montana's  territorial  popula-
tion in  1870 was Chinese, most of whom had
come   from   the   southeast   coast   of  China's
Kwangtung province.  They originally entered
through  California  and  followed the progres-
sion of mining and resultant settlement in the
West. In  1870, Chinese companies bought the
right  to  rework  some  of the  claims  in  Alder
Gulch - they had not been allowed by law to
own claims when it was first played out. Ulti-
mately,  the  Chinese persistence  in recovering
gold  from  abandoned  claims  helped  stall  the

Iron  Rod  Post  Office.  Built  1868  about  10  miles  north
of Twin Bridges; moved to Nevada City in  1976. Photo
by Richard Gibson.

decline  of  Virginia  City.   The  Chinese  also
opened wash houses and stores, located at the
fringes of town. In  1894, the Protective Labor
Union   was   established,   excluding   Chinese
from  working  in  the  area.  Only  25  Chinese
residents remained in Virginia City by 1900.

The  Chinese,  mostly  single  men,  continued
their  traditional  customs  and  established  or-
ganizations   such   as   the   Chinese   Masonic
Lodge and The Chinese Temple, located in the
elaborate  Joss  House,  a  two-story  log  struc-
ture,  no  longer  extant,  that  stood  at the  west
end of Wallace Street in Virginia City.

Nevada City's Chinatown has seven buildings
moved  from  different  locations.  The  log  1]/2-
story Chinese store appears to have originally
been  a  dwelling;  a  transformative  store front
and  false-front  were  never  added.  The  roof
may  have  been  steepened  and  the  attic  ex-
panded  to  contain  living  quarters  when  the
first floor was used to sell merchandise.

-Lesley M. Gilmore

Sullivan's  Saddlery.  The  building  was  built  in  1847  in
Ft. Benton, Montana. Photo by Richard Gibson.
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The combined total gold production from Virginia City and Alder Gulch is estimated at almost
$54,000,000 in value.

About eight miles south of Virginia City, Alder and Laurin, in the Greenhorn Range, lies Bar-
ton Gulch, one of the oldest dated Paleo-Indian sites in Montana. Regarded as a type site for the
Blackwater Draw Paleo-Indian archaeological culture, and believed to be a Clovis culture, the
site is dated at 9,400 radiocarbon years before present.

-Richard Gibson

Line drawing of a gold dredge.
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ALDER-LAURIN SITES

Grain Bin House, Alder

This large grain bin house, converted in 2002,
is the  first of its kind in Montana and the  in-
spiration   for   several   subsequent   grain   bin
houses  in  the  area.  It  is  included  here  as  an
example of the  continuing construction tradi-
tion of vemacular forms and methods.  Meas-
uring four stories high and 24 feet in diameter,
the  impetus  for  its  construction  arose  from  a
vemacular  mindset  that  values  and  employs
practicality, economy, and an appreciation for

ALDER HOUSEI- I

Alder grain bin house. Fieldwork by Rolene Schliesman
and  C.  Riley  Aug6.  Drawings  by  Jackie  Little.  Levels
are indicated.

forms indicative of the Montana ranching tra-
dition. Grain bins come in standard diameters,
but their heights  are  determined by the num-
ber of rings one chooses. For grain bin houses,
it  takes  three  rings  riveted  and  welded  to-
gether to constitute a house story. For builder
Ray Smail, the bin's circularity posed several
construction  challenges,  especially  the  inser-
tion of doors  and windows that,  like  any ver-
nacular   building    attempt,    were    overcome
through trial, error, and eventual discovery of
how  to  transform  building  ideas  into  habita-
tion realities.

-C. Riley Aug6

Alder grain bin house. Photo by Rolene Schliesman.

St. Mary of the Assumption, Laurin
Architect:  Charles S. Haire
Built:   1899-1900

This well-preserved sandstone Gothic Revival
church   features   extraordinarily   high-quality
craftsmanship, including its shouldered, three-
story   bell   tower   with   octagonal   roof,   and
stained glass  Gothic  arched windows.  Mortar
joints  with  incised  tooling  provide  definition
to  the  rubble  walls  laid  in  courses.  The  roof
and  upper  exterior wall  of the  chancel  retain
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Sketch  map  showing  sites  in  Laurin.  Map  by  Richard
Gibson.

their original  fish  scale patterned metal  shin-
gles.  The  primary  fagade  is  accentuated with
three  stone  crosses-two  at the  gable  apexes
of the main roof and the  first  floor entrance,
and  the  third  recessed  within  the  gable  end
wall.  Small  gabled  dormers  with  lancet win-
dows are uniformly aligned roughly half-way
up  the  roof,  and  provide  additional  interior
illumination.

The roughly 31' x 72'  church is designed in a
modified cruciform ecclesiastical plan, and the
interior remains essentially unchanged. Elabo-
rate  oak  trusses  with  elaborate  brackets  con-
tinue  to  support  the  vaulted  ceiling,  and  oak
wainscoting,  pews  and  furnishings  adorn  the
nave.  Within the chancel,  a nearly full-height
oak   reredos   stands   behind   the   altar.   The
stained  glass  was  produced  by  the  Forman
Ford  Company  of Minneapolis;  look  for  the
window with the memorial glass panels  dedi-
cated to the benefactors of the church.

St. Mary of the Assumption is the largest and
most sophisticated of the fewer than 20 build-
ings  in  the  community.  It  has  served  as  the
primary Roman Catholic church for a widely-
dispersed  mining  and  agricultural  population
in   the   Ruby   Valley.    Laurin's   population
waxed and waned during the  short-lived gold

St.  Mary of the Assumption Church, Laurin.  Photo by
Rolene  Schliesman.  Below:  Existing  plan,  from  Na-
tional Register nomination form.
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an   estimated   number   of  at   least   200.   St.
Mary's construction is the result of an $8,000
bequest by local businessman Jean Laurin and
his wife, in recognition of the need to replace
the   smaller,   1875   frame  church  which  still
stands next door.

Modifications   have   been   minor.    Between
1956  and  1959  the  semi-circular chancel was
extended 5'  into the nave, and the lights were
replaced  with  contemporary  spotlights.   The
stained glass windows have been covered with
protective Lexan. In  1984 the chancel was ex-
panded into a circular shape.

-Dena Sanford

Gothic barn, Laurin. Photo by Rolene Schliesman.

Gothic Barn, Laurin

Built  c.   1892  by  Birt  Sivers,  this  50'  by  46'
barn  was  an  integral  component  of a  major
stagecoach stop in Laurin. The bam's size and
structural  elements,  including  8"  x  8" joists,
heavy  6"  wide  wooden plank  flooring  in  the
dozen   large   animal   stalls,   covered   wagon
stalls,    and    separate    loft    accommodations
®resumably   for   stable-hands),   indicate   this
was  a  thriving business.  In  addition  to  struc-
tural quality, the bam's builder apparently was
also  concerned  with  expressing  a  visual  aes-

o ft                  WSE
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Gothic ban,  floor plan.  Fieldwork by  Rolene  Schlies-
man and C. Riley Auge. Drawing by Richard Gibson.

thetic.  To this end he incorporated a repeated
scrolled  decorative  motif above  all  the  win-
dows  and  doors,  including  the  large  double
livestock doors on either end of the structure;
sided the entire  structure in board and batten,
roofed   it   with   thick   asphalt   shingles,   and
topped   it   off  with   an   especially   elaborate
Mansard cupola sided with a fluted fan design
on  all  four  sides.  He  even  added  decorative
finishing  to  the  intersection  of  the  framing
timbers of each animal stall.

i. Riley Aug6

Grain Bin Houses, Laurin

Located  adjacent  to  the  Gothic  Barn  are  two
small  grain  bin  houses.  In  keeping  with  the
historic usage  of the  stagecoach  stop  and the
continuation of a modem Montana vernacular
ranching form, the current property owner has
had two grain bins erected to use as occasional
accommodations.   The   larger  of  the  two,   a
two-story   18'-diameter   bin   features   a   one-
room  kitchen-living  space  on the  lower level
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Two  grain bin  houses  near gothic  barn,  Laurin.  Photo
by Rolene Schliesman.

and  a  bedroom  and  bath  on  the  upper  level.
The smaller "studio" bin provides a one-room,
one-bath  accommodation  on  a  single  level.
Grain bins  comprise  a ubiquitous  element  of
ranching  landscapes.  The  conversion  of this
utilitarian  structural  fomi  into  an  inhabitable
space  illustrates  an  innovative  application  of
vernacular    brz.co/czge    that    epitomizes    the
Western  frontier  spirit  for  practicality,  econ-
omy, and resourcefulness.

-C. Riley Aug6

Laurin grain bin house, second level floor plan showing
bedroom  and  bathroom.  Structure  is  18'  in  diameter.
Fieldwork  by  Rolene  Schliesman  and  C.  RIley  Aug6.
Drawing by Jackie Little.

2005 aerial photo showing extensive dredge tailings in Alder Gulch upstream (right) of town of Alder. Photo from
Montana Natural Resources Information System.
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as the first mayor. Twin Bridges' post office was established in 1869. The town grew up around
the private toll bridges across the rivers, and became an important stage stop. The state's first
normal  school  (teacher's  college)  was  built  here  in  1889,  but  after  the  normal  school  was
moved to Dillon the facility in Twin Bridges became the state orphanage. It housed as many as
5,000 children at its peak of operation; it was closed in 1975. The community today is a center
for the neighboring ranchlands, as well as a fly-fishing destination.

Beaverhead  Rock,  famous  as  the  natural  landmark recognized by  Sacagawea  as  Lewis  and
Clark explored for a way west, is about 13 miles upstream (southwest) of Twin Bridges.

-Richard Gibson

TWIN BRIDGES SITES

Doncaster Barn
Four miles north of Twin Bridges

Noah Armstrong, superintendent of the Helca
Consolidated Mining Company of Glendale in
the Pioneer Mountains, and operator of a phar-
macy  and general merchandise  store  in Twin
Bridges, became wealthy enough to become a
breeder of Thoroughbred racehorses.  He built
this barn about 1883 to house the brood mares
he  brought  to  Montana  from  Illinois.  One  of
the  first foals born in the  spring of 1886 was
Spokane, the only Montana-born horse to win

the   Kentucky   Derby-in   1889,   Montana's
year of statehood.  Spokane set a Derby speed
record,  still  unbroken,  and  took  the  $4,970
Purse.

Twenty-four  stalls,  each  12  feet  square,  line
the  outer  circumference  of the  ground  level,
with supplies  in the central core.  The circular
hall between was  an exercise pathway during
bad  weather.  Feed  was  stored  on  the  second
level,  which  also  contained  living  spaces  for
groomsmen   who   tended   the   horses   during
foaling  season.  Chutes  from the  second  level
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allowed  for  the  fast  dispersal  of feed  to  the
stalls.  The  central  uppermost  level  housed  a
water tank that supplied each of the stalls. The
barn has  an  inside  diameter on the  first  floor
of  about  100',  and  the  height  is  48'  to  the
third-level ceiling, surmounted by a 12' tower.

The  name   Doncaster  honors   one   of  Noah
Armstrong's  favorite  horses,  one  of the  first
studs  on  the  ranch. .The  ranch  covers  4,080
acres  of well-watered  Jefferson  Valley  land.
Owners  Allan  and Phyllis  Hamilton,  together
with  ranch  manager  George  Trischman  and
local  carpenter  Bob  Lancaster,  undertook  a

historically accurate restoration of the barn in
the  late   1990s.   The  Montana  State  Historic
Preservation  Office  awarded  them  the  2005
Govemor's   Special  Award  for .Preservation
for that effort.

-Richard Gibson

Doncaster  barn.  South  elevation.  Fieldwork  by  Maire
O'Neill and Seth Burwash.  Drawing by Seth Burwash.
Photos at bottom give a general view of the barn (lower
left)  and  detail  of the  entry  (lower  right).  Photos  by
Maire O'Neill.
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Doncaster ban. Floor plan. Fieldwork by Maire O'Neill and Seth Burwash. Drawing by Seth Burwash.
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Madison County Fairgrounds
Architect: WPA Engineer C.D. Paxton
Builders: Tosten Stenberg, Fred Sommers

Descriptions    in   this    section   all   written   by   Dena
Sanford.  All  line  drawings  from  HABS  MONT,  29-
TWIB-1.

The  Madison  County  fairgrounds  occupy  a
scenic  but  geographically  inappropriate  loca-
tion in the Ruby Valley,  on a floodplain near
the   confluence   of  three   rivers-the   Ruby,
Beaverhead  and  Big  Hole.  The  50-acre  fair-
grounds  are bordered on the  east by the Bea-
verhead  River,  to  the  north  by  Highway  41
and to the south and west by farmland.

While  mining  and  agriculture  had  served  as

:i:a::°t::TaftceLdget¥eaL:g:aer:;2eontgLcneensfu::ers,tg;
the  mid-1930s  Madison  County  was  experi-
encing  particular  hardship   and  high  unem-
ployment. Over 1,400 people-more than half
of   the    county's    work force-were    unem-
ployed.  Like thousands of other local govern-
ments, the county applied for New Deal finan-
cial assistance programs to stabilize the econ-
omy  and  materially  improve  the  local  resi-
dents'  quality of life. The county acquired the
property  in  1930,  and remodeling  it  served  a
civic  purpose  by  providing  a  primary  venue
for community events.  County fairs had been
held at this location for 40 years, but had been
privately operated with some county funding.

Construction   for   the   fairgrounds   began   in
1936 through the Works Progress Administra-
tion  (WPA)   and  was  largely  completed  by
1937.  The  core  of the  fairgrounds  consists  of
seven buildings built by the WPA. All but one
of the  original  buildings  were  removed,  with
the  survivor  remodeled  to  match  the  rustic
style  of the  new  construction.  The  buildings
are  arranged  in  a  rough  semicircle  with  the
pavilion  at  one  end  near  the  fairground  en-
trance and the grandstand at the other.

The  fairgrounds'  rustic-style  log  architecture
represented the integration of two federal pro-
gram policies.  From  a  design  standpoint,  the
hand-hewn log architecture was "appropriate"
to  its  setting  and  represented  a  construction
technique that emphasized high quality crafts-
manship  and  design  using  locally  procured
building materials.  The National Park Service
promoted  this  design  aesthetic,  and  was  the
agency  responsible  for  overseeing  thousands
of state  and  local  park  designs  in  the  1930s.
Economically, the labor-intensive process met
the goals of the WPA program by allowing a
longer period of employment to a large num-
ber of people.

WPA engineer C.D. Paxton drew up the origi-
nal plans for the buildings, while Tosten Sten-
berg directed construction.  Stenberg was well
known for his work on large log structures in
Montana  and  Yellowstone  National  Park.  At
age  65,  Fred  Sommers  of Twin  Bridges  was
brought   out   of  retirement   with   a   special
waiver  to  supervise  work  on  the  project.  He
served   as   the   general   foreman   and   was   a
highly skilled carpenter and builder.

To finish the complex design, 1andscaping in-
cluded rock-faced  concrete  pilings  that  mark
the  entrance  to  the  grounds.  Many  large  log
picnic  tables  and  concrete  barbeque  pits  that
date to the  1930s survive.

Pavilion
Built:  1936

The octagonal Pavilion is the dominant build-
ing in the Depression Era complex.  It is built
of logs and features an octagonal 1antem. The
lack of linear taper motivated the use of lodge-
pole  pine,  which  was  harvested  near  Ram-
shom Creek 15 miles away. The logs measure
37'-8"  on  a  side,  are  connected  with  saddle
notching,  and  have  crowns  cut  on  the  bias.
Two   multi-light   casement  windows   are   set
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Octagonal pavilion.  Cut-away isometric view.  Drawing
by Kevin J. Lippitt.

into each wall, near the exposed pole roof raf-
ters.  The  lantem  is  supported  by  eight  large
poles   set  in  concrete,   allowing  for  a   100'-
diameter  open  floor  space.  Entrances  are  on
the northeast, south and northwest sides, shel-
tered  by  one-story  gabled  roof awnings  sup-
ported by log posts and pole railings.
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Octagonal  pavilion.  Typical  wall  section.  Drawing  by
Kevin J. Lippitt.

In  1936 the WPA obtained sufficient funding
to  install a white  oak floor.  The  flooring was
laid in eight units, with all ends cut on a bias.
A  1983 flood severely buckled the floor.

The  Pavilion  has  served  as  a  valuable  social
facility  for the  community  over the  years.  In
addition to service as a fairgrounds main hall,
it  has  hosted  dances,  roller  skating,  wedding
receptions,  political  rallies,  church  functions,
group suppers, auctions, and flea markets.

Caretaker's House
(HABS Name:  ``Grounds Keepers House")
Built:  1936

The Caretaker's House is located near the en-
trance  to  the  fairgrounds.  The  small,  hipped
roof house is characterized by distinctive bat-
tered comers accentuated with log extensions.
The  logs  are   connected  by  saddle  notches,
with  increasingly  shorter crowns  cut to  slope
inward  with  the  increase  in  wall  height.  The

Eiur    EiHtTio"
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Caretaker's  House.  Elevations.  Drawings by
hckel M. Kallestad.
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fir logs were harvested in the nearby Tobacco
Root Mountains.  The  building  measures  23'-
6"  x  25'-7"  and  windows  are  3-over-1.  The

primary  entrance  faces   south,   created  by  a
projecting cross gable. It formerly had an open
porch, now enclosed with 3/1  fixed windows.
The  interior has  plaster board walls  and  slab
log  ceilings.  To  prevent  damage  from  occa-
sional floods, the building was raised 30" on a
new concrete foundation (date unknown), and
the interior has been remodeled.

Livestock Shed/Dairy Barn
Built:  1936

Originally  used  as  the  horse  barn,  this  20'  x
123'-3"  lodgepole  pine  building  is  a  twelve-
bay  post  and  beam  structure  enclosed  at  the
ends by three-sided log cribs.  While the bark
has  been  stripped  away,  some  of  the  cam-
brium  layer  remains  in  place  for  decorative
effect. The cribs' logs are connected with half-

BdiETTac   Lee   ootHEF[-iiALF   5f]imu=  unTunAiE

Livestock  Shed  Detail  showing  half-saddle  notching.
Drawing by Garth M. Balint.

saddle notches and the gable ends are infilled
with vertical boards. Each bay defines an indi-
vidual  animal  stall.  The  north  side  has  been
enclosed by a stud wall, but the south side re-
tains its ten original pole gates and steel hard-
ware.

Cattle Barn and Sheep Barn
(HABS name:  "Stock Barns 1 & 2")
Built:  1936

These  two   log,   monitor  roof  buildings   are
nearly identical  in design and detailing.  They
measure   31'-9"  x  74'-6",  with  the   comers
connected by  saddle notches.  The  gable  ends
are  finished  in  frame  construction.  Large  Z~
brace double doors are located at the east and
west   ends.   Shed-roofed,   small-animal   pens
have been added to  either side  of both barns.
The  eight-bay  interiors  are  divided into  sepa-
rate stalls.

Grandstand
Built:  1936

Facing the remains of a former half-mile race
track, the Grandstand boasts a seating capacity
of over 2,000-reported to be one of the larg-
est  in  the  state upon  its  completion.  It meas-
ures  150'  x 25'-5", and the gable roof shelters
ten tiers  of seats.  It  is  supported with  fir  log
pilings,  set  about  6'   apart.  Both  grandstand
and  track replaced  an  earlier  structure  and  a
one-mile track built by Mortimer Lott in 1889.

Square Building
Builder: Mortimer Lott
Built:  1894

The  11/2-story  Square Building is the  only fa-
cility  that  predates   the   WPA   development.
Originally  an  exhibit building,  it was  remod-
eled during the  1930s and is of post and beam
construction covered with log veneer. The ga-
ble roof and gable ends are covered with cedar
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Grandstand. Section and elevation. Drawings by Kevin J. Lippitt.

shingles. One-story porches sheltered by gable
roofs are located on the north and south walls.
Small, six-light casement windows are located
near the eaves. The windows and a hardwood
floor were  added  by  the  WPA.  The  building
has  served  as  a  central  gathering  spot  during
fair events,  and is used extensively as  a local
gyrmasium.

I

Bandstand
(HABS name:  "Gazebo")
Built:  1937

The octagonal Bandstand is  an open post and
beam log structure built on a concrete founda-
tion. The foundation is finished with a random
rubble  stone  veneer.  The  walls  are  10'-8"  on
each side. The roof rafter poles tie into a cen-
ter,  notched  round  block.  Pole  railings   sur-
round the thick plank floor.
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Square Building. Section. Drawing by Garth M. Balint.                                 0+-I.-']+THu±  un"
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When Butte's miners tamped dynamite into the narrow drill holes in underground
mines,  the  danger of explosion from tapping too  hard was  always  present.  The
waming "Tap  'er light" evolved into the standard salutation upon departure, re-
placing banalities  like  "good-bye"  or "farewell."  The phrase has  found  its  way
into  the vernacular language  of present-day Butte,  so until you return to  south-
west Montana, we bid you all a friendly and warm

Tap  'er light!
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INDEX

This is not intended to be  a comprehensive index, but rather to  serve  as  a quick reference to
locations  and  specific property names  in the  guidebook,  as  well  as  to  the  topical  items  con-
tained in sidebars and vignettes. Street name references are in Butte unless noted otherwise.

AFFCO Foundy,161
Alaska Street,124
Anaconda (town),157
Anaconda map,160
Anaconda name,178
Anaconda Saddle Club,  180
Anselmo Mine,150
Alder (town), 226
Apex Law, 34

Barber Shop (Hirbour),117
Beaverslides, 203
Berkeley Pit, 60
Blue Range,109
B'nai Israel Temple,132
Brewery, Gilbert, 220
BA&P Railroad, trail,152,171
Butte (torn), 99
Butte map,loo-101
Butte-Silver Bow County Courthouse,127
Butte Water Company,127-128

Cabbage Patch,102
Chinatown, Butte,110
Chinatown, Nevada City, 225
Churches,140
City Hall (Butte),114
Climate, 8
Club Modeme,162
Columbia Gardens, 66
Content Comer, 214
Copper Street,120,123,124,135
County Courthouse (Anaconda),  167
County Courthouse (Butte),127
County Courthouse (Philipsburg),  187
County Courthouse (Virginia City), 218
Crystal Street,141,142

Daly, Marcus,153
Davis, Andrew Jackson,147
Deer Lodge (town),197
Deer Lodge County Courthouse,167
Dellinger,118
Doncaster Barn, 231

Dumas Brothel,107

Earthen Cellar,191
Ethnic Neighborhoods, 47
Elm Street (Anaconda),168
Environmental concerns, 9, 22,158
Episcopal Church, Butte,131
Episcopal Church, Philipsburg,189
Excelsior Street,  147

Fairgrounds, Madison County, 234
Finlen Hotel,106
Firmey House, 67, 223
Fimtown,105
Flora & Fauna, 8
Flume Trestle,182
Front Street Station,153

Galena Street,135,136-139
Gas Station,107
Geology,  1
German & Lignell, 21 1
Gibraltar of unionism, 25, 35
Gilbert Brewery, 220
Goldberg Store, 216
Gothic Ban, 229
Government, 37
Grain bin houses, 227, 229
Granite (town),192
Granite County Courthouse,  187
Granite County Jail,  189
Granite Street,107,145,146,147
Grant-Kohrs Ranch,197

Hamilton Block,129
Head frame, Anatomy of,122
Helsinki Bar,105
Hirbour Tower,  1 17

Idaho  Street,141

Jail (Butte),114
Jail (Philipsburg),189

VE:FiNACULAFi AF3CHITECTUF3E  FORUM  30TH ANNUAL MEETING,  BUTTE:,  MONTANA 2009



240       INDEX

Kerma, Herman,120
Kerouac, Jack,116
Finievel, Evel,  142
Kramer Building, 216

Labor History, 25
Landscape map, 6
Laurin (town), 226
Lexington Gardens, stamp mill,106
Link & Haire,127

MacLane, Mary,147-149
Madison County Courthouse, 218
Madison County Fairgrounds, 234
M & M Saloon,116
Mai Wah,113
Magpie Folklore, 200-201
MCDonald Opera House,  185
MCGovem Building, 216
Mine-claim layout,  144
Minerals, 5,10,145
Miner's Union Hall, Butte, 28, 46
Miner's Union Hall, Philipsburg,195
Mining history,  11
Morris State Bank, 21 1
Mother Lode Theater,132
Multi-family housing,136-139
Myra BrQthel,104

Nevada City (town), 213, 223

0ldhaber House,168
Open Pit, Anatomy of, 60
Opera House, MCDonald,185
Opportunity,158
0'Rourke,124

Pasty Recipe,154
Patten House,  185
Patterson, Henry,  140
Pavilion, fairgrounds, 234
Pekin Noodle Parlor,  1 11
Philipsburg (town),  183
Philipsburg Grade School,  184
Pony (tour), 209
Pony School, 210
Population (Butte), 59
Prentice, Charles,144
Priteca, Marcus,166

Quartz Street,141,144

Ranching, 83, 95
Red-Light District,107,112
Richard Cabin, 67, 223
Richest Hill on Earth, 5
Roach House,167
Rookwood Speakeasy,115
Round Barn, 231
Roundhouse, BA&P,171

Sanders House, 219
School, Philipsburg,184
School, Pony, 210
Senators, direct election, 39
Seventh Street (Anaconda),163
Silver Bow Club, 30,126
Slag-brick wall,135
Smelter Stack Park,161
Socialism, 35
Socialist Hall, 33, 36
Speakeasy,  1 1 5
St. Andrew's Episcopal Church,189
St. John's Episcopal Church,131
St. Mary of the Assumption, 227
Stained glass,146
Stamp Mill,106
Steward Mine,121
Stickely, Gustav,153
Strasburger Store, 217
Street Names,145
Superintendent' s House,194
Synagogue,132

Tap 'er light, 238
Third Street (Anaconda),164
Tobacco Root Mountains, 222
Tony's Tin Shop,104,112
Twin Bridges (town), 231

Underground Mining,  1 5 1
Union history, 25
Virginia City (town), 213

Wah Chong Tai,113
Walkerville,152
Walk-up Flats,136
Washington Street,133
Washoe Theater,165
Water Company,127
Wheeler, Burton K., 41
Willson, Fred,163
Women in Politics, 40
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Back cover: "First Fire" by Denny Dutton, © 2008

The image depicts the fire department leaving City Hall, heading west on Broadway to a fire during the summer of
1900. The scene shows the fire wagon with a young man on his first fire call being given some advice from vet-
eran Fire Chief Peter Sanger at ristt, as the wagon passes the famous California bar and brewery. This piece was
compiled using a drawing in the Anaconda Slfcz72c7czrd newspaper from October 7,1900, showing hose wagon #1 ;
photos from ``A Brief History of Butte" published in 1900; and field study with photos of the sane area today. Of
note  here  is  the  California Brewery  which  operated  from  about  1881  well  into  the  20th  century.  This  building
burned twice; the last fire, about  1973, was arson and created the parking lot at Broadway and Main Streets. A
special thanks to Ellen Crane at the Butte Archives for assistance in trying to establish exactly when the California
opened. Today only the City Hall, 24 East Broadway Street, remains from this scene.






