
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

  Roseburg’s Early History 

 

 The Mill-Pine Neighborhood grew out of a need for housing close to the railroad. The 
Oregon-California Railroad Line was completed from Portland to Roseburg in 1872 and on to 
Ashland in 1884. Aaron Rose, the community’s founder, then began the development of this first 
neighborhood adjacent to the railroad property. The First, Second, Third, and Fourth Southern 
Additions to the City of Roseburg were platted between 1887 and 1894. 

 A large portion of the Mill-Pine Neighborhood residents were associated with the railroad 
with jobs ranging from wiper to engineer. They served the many trains going through Roseburg 
each day. Other neighborhood residents worked in various 
occupations in a town made prosperous by the coming of the 
rails. These residents included Judge James Buchanan, writer 

of Oregon’s State Song, “Oregon, My Oregon”, the 
postmaster of Roseburg, Charles E. Fields, and even 
Aaron Rose’s son whose father built him a home on 
Mill Street.   

 In 1985, this neighborhood was declared a 
National Historic District. It included 33 acres 
bounded by Mosher Avenue on the north, Short 
Street on the west, the alley between Pine and 
Stephens Streets on the east, and Rice Avenue on the south side. Most of the Mill-Pine 
Neighborhood is laid out in a grid pattern. Mill and Pine are parallel streets running 

roughly north-south; There are six cross streets in the District. Blocks measure 200 x 320 feet and each was originally divided into 
16 lots, 40 feet by 102 feet. On both Mill and Pine Streets there were grass parking strips between the street and sidewalk. Most of 
the lots contained a single house with some accommodation for an automobile. Scattered throughout the District were a few 
boardinghouses  inhabited by railroad workers.  

 The district is mainly made up of small cottages, but  three distinct architectural styles are represented. They include 
Italianate, a simple square or rectangular home with a hip roof, boxed eaves, wide frieze and brackets in pairs; Queen Anne, a multi
-shaped home with a gable roof and a full return at the gable, shingle work, towers and leaded windows; and Bungalow, a 
rectangular, one and a half story home with a full recessed porch and exposed eaves.         
 

Credits:  
 

Historic Photographs Cited Courtesy 
of Douglas County Museum Archives 
 
"This publication has been funded with the assistance of 
a matching grant-in-aid from the Oregon State Historic 
Preservation Office and the National Park Service.  
Regulations of the U.S. Department of the Interior 
strictly prohibit unlawful discrimination on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, age or handicap.  Any person 
who believes he or she has been discriminated against in 
any program, activity, or facility operated by a recipient 
of Federal assistance should write to:  Office of Equal 
Opportunity, National Park Service, 1849 C Street, NW, 
Washington, D.C. 20240." 

 By 1912, the neighborhood had 
grown to the point that it needed its own 
grocery store. Edward W. Diller, owner 
and operator of a sawmill located west of 
Roseburg, build the grocery store that 
served the community for many years. 
This grocery store was located on the 
south end of Mill Street, which made it 
accessible to all the area residents. It also 
provided a gathering place for the 
children to “meet” after school, on the 
weekends, and in the summers.  

 The District has gone through 
many changes in the last one hundred 
years. As with many older areas, this 
District went thorough a period of 
decline and part of the District has been 
lost to commercial growth. Still, the 
District has survived and many of these  
homes are once again owner-occupied; 
these owners are striving to revitalize the 
entire District.  
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2. 948 SE Pine 

1. 613 SE Mosher 

27. 1113 SE Mill 

3. 1125 SE Pine 

4. 1258 SE Pine 

5. 1268 SE Pine 

6. 1304 SE Pine 

7. 1416 SE Pine 

8. 1426 SE Pine 

9. 1518 SE Pine 

10. 1567 SE Pine 

32. 511 SE Mosher 

31. 927 SE Mill 

30. 945 SE Mill 

29. 1011 SE Mill 

28. 1104 SE Mill 

26. 510-520 SE Floed 

25. 1245 SE Mill 

24. 1312 SE Mill 

23. 1321 SE Mill 

22. 1322-1324 SE Mill 

21. 1351 SE Mill 

20. 1342 SE Mill 

19. 1402-1404 SE Mill 

18. 1413 SE Mill 

12. 1525 SE Mill 

17. 1445 SE Mill 

11. 1608 SE Mill 

13. 1526 SE Mill 

16. 1505 SE 

15. 1516 SE Mill 

14. 1515 SE Mill 
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Don’t own a smartphone? You can find this information at: 

http://www.cityofroseburg.org/departments/community-development/faq/ 

 Begin Tour Here 
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