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SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGMENT
AND ADMINISTRATIVE SUMMARY

The Gates of the Arctic Cultural Resources Inventory Project was originally
designed to cover a span of five years. The first year of the project,
1983, was primarily funded by the Alaska Regional Office (ARQ), while

the following four years were to be funded out of the Service wide cultural
resources program. Midway through 1984 a decision was made by the Alaska
Region to cut continued funding for the Gates of the Arctic project due

to overall reductions in cultural funding and the need to begin other
priority projects. Thus the project was suspended two years before its
planned completion.

Because of the Federal Government's fiscal organization, it is always
difficult to complete a research project prior to the end of the fiscal
year, if the project requires a long summer field season. For example:

if you leavd the fiald in{Tate AUgyst, havyng\spent 3 months T llqttfﬁg“““‘q
data, it is|viftually\ impossfibTento\work the,dgta up png-comptete a— [ —~
report befone rhe fisdal year_ends on September\ 30. [Thd_old saw of *: [
months in the lab fpr jeach month Spent ip the\field" generally holds

true. On ajonge year proj ctﬁg%o igions /for this\probllem are usually |
buiit into the desigrh. On a multi-yea prjec , gspecially one in wh1cm
the primary pirpose is to collect™as muth data as~possible, monies to
run the project are available year round due to continued funding. In
other words the data work-up for field season 1983 is paid for out of
FY84 funds, and so on. However, a problem arises even when a long term
project ends if no provision is made for the final work-up of the data
and subsequent report of the last season's fieldwork.

Prior to the last field season (1985) a decision was jointly made by the
project director, the park superintendent and the management assistant to
continue, in this last field season, in the mode of intensive data collection
which had been the project's modus operandi in the two previous years.

This meant there would be little time or money to complete the project

prior to the fiscal year's end. Additionally, because of the extremely

large quantity of data generated by the 1984 fieldwork the 1984 final report
had not been completed prior to the beginning of the 1985 field season.

It was the hope of the park superintendent that additijonal funding could
be found to cover the project's orderly completion through the first two
quarters of FY86. This would allow the completion of final reports of
both the 1984 and 1985 season. Unfortunately, further cuts in available
cultural resources funding and commitments to other priority projects
made a requested contribution of funds on a 50/50 basis by the Alaska
Regional Office not possible. :

The park superintendent, management assistant, and chief ranger deemed

the project to be of a high enough level of importance to fund its
completion totally out of park funds.
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This decision meant tightening the park's belt in other areas, a move
which the entire park staff advocated and supported. Everyone associated
with Gates of the Arctic was behind this project all the way; that's why
it worked.

The result was the generation of a large body of useful information
including: 1340 typewritten pages covering 570 archeological sites and
more than 30 historic sites/complexes, as well as a 500 page historical
narrative which will be the most comprehensive history of Central Arctic
Alaska for decades to come, and a number of HABS drawings of selected
historic structures.

The following three people, Dick Ring, Superintendent, Jim Pepper, Management
Assistant, and Bruce Collins, Chief Ranger, along with the rest of the

Gates of the Arctic staff, may not have done much of the actual project
related work, but their support, commitment and sacrafices made it happen.
These folks [have m eartIéTt thanks; they/b ed a gpod project Ut"TﬁLTT“’]
tight spot by Seetng it t rot“h omp]e nd there y rendered the
project resylts avajlable an / to n 7ﬂg€ment the scxent1f1c |

community, and the

ubliic o en g ;
'///4@/47@" )6% \\ JJ B

Project Director
April 25, 1986
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FOREWORD/FOREWARNED

This document is a draft copy of the final report of Phase [IIl of a
planned five phase cultural resources inventory which is being conducted
within Gates of the Arctic National Park and Preserve. Due to budget
reallocations, Phase IV and V will be delayed an unknown length of time.

If you are so inclined, you may send us any comments you might have
concerning the report's content, substance, structure, format, and
research methodology. Keep in mind that the report is, in the truest
sense of the word, a draft document and is fraught with an adequate
supply of typographical errors, awkwared sentence structure, etc.

The completion of this project has been delayed and time and budget
probably will not allow a rewrite of this document. Of greatest importance
is the information and its desemination. Therefore, please accept this

data in its Ekesenf\(irm,[TE“E—bFObably th?/oﬁdy form T WiTT pver{ be Tn.™ ]
A X

R
No restriction|is pJaced ¢n quotdtjon fr his\ report. L1f you can uge

the data in jthis document |feel frée to d gé;l awafe er, thatf n
statement off method, purpgse| or trdatment in thig reppry reflects the
specific policies of/the Natfional Park . gf?%ce. he regearch design flor

this project is specific to Gates of thé Arctic Natio Park and Presgrve
and was developed solely by project personnel.
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PREFACE

Phase III of a planned five phase Cultural Resources Inventory within

Gates of the Arctic National Park and Preserve was carried out during the
summer of 1985. This project supports General Management Planning mandated
by the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act (PS-96-487) and
complies with requirements of Executive Order 11593 and the National
Historic Preservation Act.

Archeological work was carried out by a team or 4 to 8 National park
Service archeologists and a North Slope Borough ethnohistorian/archeologist
during the months of June, July, and August. Archeologists on the crew included:

Jack Cam_ggjl __University of New Mexico

Matt G Unlv sity of AT ska, Fafrbanks ] ]
Jake ”F uf y" 1lmarx ‘ Sta niver f New York, Bifghamton| [~
Mike Kunz Gat s of th Nation I-Rark and Pr sekve
Pete Phippen Unlve sxty f Al s a, ks |
Rick Reanijer ! Un1 e s1ty of _Washi gton |
Grant S earman/, L Ana t vuk/Pa s/No th Slqpe Borough L_J
Tyler Johnson V.I.P., Bettles, A aska 7

The fieldwork was carried out on the John River, Helpmejack Hills/lLakes,
Lake Kipmik/Amitchiak, Agiak/Chandler Lake, and the Anaktuvuk Pass area.

Limited historical field work was carried out by a National Park Service
historian and a historical architect.

Bil1l Brown National Park Service, ARQ
Jim Creech Georgia Institutue of Technology

Historical fieldwork was conducted in the Wild Lake area, and Chandler Lake
area.

The purpose of this fieldwork was to locate, identify, define, enumerate,
and document historic and prehistoric cultural sites.

The archeological work was accomplished through a reconnaissance level,
pedestrian, surface survey. This type of survey is non-destructive in

the sense that no formal excavation of sites is undertaken. All sites
were marked with a site tag and assigned State of Alaska Heritage Resource
Survey numbers.

Historical work centered on known, extant, site complexes although some

survey work was undertaken. Photographic and structural documentation
was carried out at selected, representative structures.
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RESEARCH DESIGN

For

PHASE 111

Basic Inventory and Evaluation of Cultural Resources

In

Gates of the Arctic National Park and Preserve

Statement of Justification and Project Necessity:

Gates of|
2, 1980,
Act (ANI

- _— : '
Section f equire$ the/pr i eneral Management
Plans fo n Unjiits crdated by the Ac¢t py December 2, 1%85.
This projec f continue provi Som the basic data.

concerning cultural resources for that management plan.

rk and P Fshed -on-December
ib]aska atiopal In erfsr ds Conservatidn

This inventory is also required in order to initiate compliance with
Executive Order 11593 and with provisions of the National Historic
Preservation Act, as codified in NPS-28.

One of the management objectives in the Statement for Management for
" Gates of the Arctic National Park and Preserve is to "...development
and implement a Cultural Resources Management Plan which assures the
identification, study, and preservation of ail known historic and
prehistoric sites and structures". This project is a necessary step
in achieving that objective. '

Project Orientation - Constraints and Objectives:

Prehistoric

For the purposes of investigation, as outlined in the Task Directive, the
park has been divided into specific geographic sections. The area
contained in these sections and the order or sequence of their examination
is based primarliy upon logistics concerns and an orderly progression of
the project toward completion.

Phase IIl is an attempt to meld the work of the past two years, with this
year's work, into a cohesive body of data that incorporates the various

parts as well as can be expected. The summer of 1985 is the last year of

a project that was originally structured to continue through the 1987

field season. The reappropriation of funds originally slated for this project

-1 -



has made it necessary to reorganize the operations of the 1985 field season
so that the past work is brought together in "good coverage" over a
sizable chunk of the park.

The work on the John River ties in well with the work done in the eastern
sector of the park along the North Fork Koyukuk, Ernie Creek, and the
Glacier River., The John River work also ties together the work done in
1983 on the Upper Kobuk River with that done in the Koyukuk drainage and
will provide past subsistence and land use data at a time when critical
and crucial decisions must be made.

The Helpmejack Hills/Lake work collects data from the eastern side of the
“Alatna Portage" to tie in with the work done in the western portion of
the portage in 1983.

Finally the Lake Kipmik/Lake Amitchiak work was done to confirm site

stability at s@ 5ites Tocated by rving i 0's —Hatl
in the 1970"s b {o hiye a quic -see 1r ces—in
the ext cd of the par

A numbe will be addressfd by the

fieldwo

an

aij;T\ﬁiéflems have bee

1. Within the various study areas were there preferences by prehistoric
peoples for site location based on geomorphology?

2. 1Is seasonal occupation reflected in site location?

3. Are there varying levels of population density through time in
the area? Reconnaissance level survey data could be used to
determine this only on a general level through artifact typology
and/or cultural affiliation; however, useful insights may be gained.

4. The geographic section of the park to be investigated, in part,
traverses an area of common exploitation by both Indians and
Eskimos (Gubser, 1965; A. Clark, 1974; Hall, 1974; Kunz, 1976;
and others). Use of the area by, or at least distinction between,
Eskimo and Indian sites may be possible from data collected
through this fieldwork; again this information would be applicable
only on a general level.

5. Basic information concerning area site density and population
distribution will be obtained.

6. Is past regional subsistence potential, through time, indicated
by site density and/or the occurrence of multi-component sites?
This may be determined on a general level by the types (function)
of sites located in specific ecological zones.



The region to be examined is a remote wilderness area containing a Wild
River; the John River. The designation of this river as "Wild" has
precipitated an increase in area recreational use and therefore a possible
increased impact on area cultural resources.

Obviousiy, the entire 600 square miles of the Phase III study area cannot
be examined given reasonable time and budget limitations. Therefore, the
primary locales to be examined within the study areas will be those

where past experience in the region has shown archeological sites are
most likely to occur. In other words, large low-lying wet areas or
exceedingly steep or rugged terrain, will not be of primary interest to
this survey. Areas possessing the proper "investigation criteria" will
be determined through the use of topographic maps and aerial photographs
as well as pre-fieldwork aerial reconnaissance and informatijon from
previous archeological, anthropological, historical, and expioration

activiti rat ion. Howeyer, as ti ge hic
features s nave morg an low grc calipotentialj
will be th?s wa& ost 13 ms in thE area will receive
some inv .

]

i le}ocedures thel boundaries
g is_1ils, in part, duEﬂto

the fact that past cultural events occurred prior to the establishment

of and without concern for modern-day land ownership boundaries. An
overview of past human activities within the park cannot be obtained
without investigating lands adjacent to the park boundaries. This is
especially true of historic period activities as the focus of much of

this type of activity is centered in the area abutting the park's eastern
and southeastern boundary. In addition, if particular geomorphic features,
such as ridge lines or river valleys, are being examined and these features
transcend park boundaries, where practical, those portions of the features
lying outside the boundaries will also be examined.

Because

i Eised on{ sou
of the park-wiT not be onsihéled 3

Historic
ALEELC AR

[t is nhighly unlikely that any major historic sites will be found other
than those that are already known to exist. Historic survey will be

very limited and conducted in a single area which was ancillary to the
major historic complexes to the east. The discovery of any heretofore
unknown historic sites will add new information to the existing data

base for the region and may help to clarify the function of and/or use
aspects of these sites which are satellites of the more densely populated
localities. Additionally ethnohistoric work will be conducted for a two
week period in the Anaktuvuk Pass area.

Area of Investigation

The area to be investigated during Phase Ill of the project is somewhat
scattered and includes the John River from Till Creek south to Mckinley
Creek in the central portion of the park; the Helpmejack Hills/Lake area
which lies just outside the southcentral boundary of the park; the Lake
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Kipmik /Lake Amitchiak area in the extreme northwest corner of the park;
and the Chandler Lake/Agiak Lake basin in the north central portion of
the park.

The primary historic reconnaissance area, Wild Lake, lies just outside
the park's southeastern boundary. Ethnohistoric work will be conducted
in the Anaktuvuk Pass and Chandler Lake areas.

O0f the various areas to be examined, about half lie south of the Continental
Divide and half lie at or north of the divide. The basic regional geomorphology
south of the divide is comprised of hills and mountains to elevations of

7500 feet which, for the most part, are separated into distinct units by
.creek and river drainages. River and creek valleys are relatively constricted
in the northern portion of the area but become broader and contain numerous
small lakes and ponds in the south. Ground cover below 2500 feet elevation

is predominately spruce (some birch and poplar) forest with typical

attendant pta I

ommunftiesT e
: _ L
Those argag whigh Jie no{%g‘t} he Continental Di idE_support no fprést
vegetatipn, ground|cover béing typifikd ipine |tundra, wet tundga; and
wet sedgp meadow plant :gﬁﬁu ities. e—majarity |of thé“ﬁtudy are qas been
d e } ’

glaciate ce\gla¢ia)l features, sukhJas
ttl

, and kes are commopn..

Methodology

Prehistoric

A reconnaissance level survey is, in terms of application for this project,
a sample oriented field inventory designed to locate and record, from
surface and exposed profile indications, all cultural resource sites
within a portion of a defined area in a manner which will allow an objective
estimate of the nature and distribution of cultural resources in the

entire defined area.

This reconnaissance level survey will implement logistic methods (pedestrian,
raft, and fixed and rotor wing aircraft) proven to be efficient in

primitive and remote areas of Alaska and will be carried out by qualified
(NPS standards) archeological personnel. A team of four to six archeologists
will spend approximately thirteen weeks in the field during the course of
this survey.

As is always the case, time and budget constraints may place some
Timitations on specific aspects of this project, but will not affect the
basic research design or operational plan.

The primary objective of this survey is to locate and recored as many
prehistoric sites as possible in the study area. Therefore, judgmental
sampling will be the strategy employed to locate archeological sites.



Archeological sites will be sought in locations where past work in similar
physiographic locales have shown the majority of sites to occur. Area
archeological expertise and judgment are the backbone of this type of
sampling strategy. Sampling of this type will not examine the entire
spectrum of land forms in the study area equally. Much more time will be
spent surveying in areas of high archeological potential than in areas of
low archeological potential. This means that the sites which occur in
areas of low archeological potential are, statistically, less likely to be
found.

Recognizing this sampling bias and taking it into consideration the
information obtained from the survey will be useful from a general
management and planning point of view. A general pattern of site density
and distribution in the more easily traversed and ecologically attractive
portions of the study area will be generated. These areas are of primary
concern in terms of management and planning for the park as they are the
location i

impacted t gh recreational—yse. <Additionj11y,
the surv shaul erate sufficiant data t elsom sqnable
assumptipng congerping the prehistorig jmhahitant of the region.

study :j& is lorested nT

Due to thejfact/that
supports| re i

Yy dgnse grqund coyer, mugh of the |actual surveying
rstic nature.—1In othérwor areas which are
free or relatively free of vegetative cover will receive the majority of
attention, Fortunately, areas of this type, located on a wide range of
geomorphological features, are not uncommon.

Investigation of several geomorphological/ecological zones will be the
basis for stratification of the sampling universe. Zones of this type
often contian criteria of varying levels of importance in relation to
the number and type of site occurrences. Critera of this type would
include land forms such as terraces, glacial (stagnant ice) features,
drainage confluences, knolls, ridges, and hills. More general criteria
would include local drainge conditions, elevation, exposure, view and
proximaty to potable water. Use of these criteria assumes there has

been 1ittle more than general change to the geomorphological/ecological
zones for the majority of the period of possible human use of the region.
In general terms this means that a locale which appears to possess the
criteria of a good camping or hunting location or a good travel route today
would have appeared similarly inviting to people during the last eight

or nine millennia. Sites such as Onion Portage, Mosquito Lake, and the
Gallagher Flint Station tend to support this assumption (Anderson, 1968;
Kunz, 1977; Dixon, 1971).

A site for the purposes of this survey, will be considered any location
of past human activity which is represented by the remains of their
material culture (Davis et al, 198l1). Essentially this means that the
location of a single flake, cairn, or tent peg can and will be considered
a site and undergo the same documentation procedures as would a larger
more complex manifestation,



\/

Additionally, criteria had to be set up to determine the boundaries of a
site, i.e. where a given site begins and ends. A arbitrary distance of

100 meters was chosen. In other words, if 100 meters or more of culturally
sterile ground separated two surface lithic scatters, then they are

" considered separate sites. Less than 100 meters separation and the lithic

scatters are considered localites of the same site. The rule can be
obviated if Tithic scatteres are less than 100 meters apart but are
separated by an abrupt change in the topography such as a creek, river,
gully, or glacial feature. Such a decision is judgmental on the part of
the investigator.

The methodology for the actual survey work will vary with the local
conditions. For example, in forested areas or areas of dense ground
cover, on the ground survey methods will vary from those used in less
vegetated or barren locations. Each crew member will carry air photos
and maps appllcable to the area being worked so they can easx]y locate

themsel vES ind. In~open area whene~ siop-—-ts--pot.
hampered —travel unimpeded,!
more latf be possible and @as

a result method]for locating
sites wi rvl@al transects, etc¢.).

The survy
best jud

rain and the arche¢logists
(-

The survey, by defination, is a surface survey, however, some subsurface
testing will be carr1ed out. Subsurface testing in the form of small
(approximately 15cmé ) test pits will be used, as the situation warrents,
to determine site limits or to determine, in likely locations, if a site
is present. Where warrented, small test excavations will be a judiciously
employed methodological tool and will be kept to a minimum

Artifacts, unless excavated, will not be collected. Formal artifacts when
encountered on surface will be photographed or drawn, measured, described
in the field notes, and otherwise recorded. Artifacts will be located on
site either by means of triangulation from a baseline extended in a
cardinal direction from a datum point, or by direction in degrees and
distance from a datum point. The datum point will be designated by a ten
inch spike driven into the ground on the site. A metal identification

tag bearing the site number, date of discovery, land ownership status,

and other information will be affixed to the spike. The site numbers

will be obtained from the State of Alaska's Heritage Resource Survey.

Al1l sites will be located on USGS topographic maps (largest scale available)
and 1:65,000 color infrared aerial photographs. Formal cataloging

of excavated artifacts and preparation of a final report will be undertaken
immediately upon returning from the field.

A preliminary or general overview report dealing with the field season's
activities and accomplishments, including a general review of the gathered
data will be completed by September 30, 1985. The final report for Phase III
will be completed by April 18, 1986. The final report will contain: maps
and photographs of the areas surveyed showing site locations; individual

site reports of a descriptive and analytical nature; artifact photographs,
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drawings, and descriptions; and discussion of the sampling strategy if

it differs to a great degree from that outlined in the research design;
an assessment and discussion of the degree to which the research problems
or aims were addressed/answered by the field work; and general recommen-
dations for the management of the identified cultural resources.

At the end of each site report is a very brief statement of site
significance. This statement is made for the benefit of the land manager
so that judgments concerning the necessity of mitigative action regarding
an impacted archeological site can be made. This statement of significance
should not be considered acceptable for use in submitting nominations for
the National Register of Historic Places as in no case has sufficient

site data necessary for nomination been obtained.

Historic

A short field trip wil[ be made to the Lake areaby—the piojee-~~~*
historian apnd ™s assistant. ™\ The docuplentation of] s at-histers mﬁniﬁg
operations e \undertlakep. MNo douybt lake itr gg_gppulationTwiPl

be sampled.

- ||

I
For a two week period UJ;;;\xu Y, eam wi]l engage in etgjohistoric

ade

P~

documentatjon of the last traditionat’carib unt—nho firearms us
undertaken by the Nunamiut Eskimo of the Chandler Lake area. This will
be done through interviews with surviving hunt participants and on-site visits.

During the summer an historical architect will continue to work on the
measured drawings for which the HABS field crew gathered data during 1984,
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INTRODUCTION

The Study Area

Physiography

The study area for the Phase III portion of the project is much more
diverse than in past years and therefore the physiography is more variable.
However, there are some common factors among the various areas.

While some of the area is north of the Continental Divde and some is
south, all of it lies north of the Arctic Circle. None of the study
areas lie more than 50 miles north or south of the crest of the Brooks
Range. Climateologically the Brooks Range divides northern Alaska into
two zones, Interior Basin or Continental on the south, and Arctic on the

north. [ 11 portions. e séudy_aneq_ﬂ
T&oﬂéf etween/the\two climati es nd_rssqcm

can be cpngideced\transi
In generlal} the/study jarfa chﬁ‘WT ters whjge
s

share a similar\climatle.

temperatures Tay feac ummers where temperatures
may reach—96°-F, Win bending upon terrain and
precipitation is generally light averaging about 15 inches annually, most

of which falls as rain during the summer.

The John River heads at an altitude of slightly more than 2000 feet about
1.5 miles south of the village of Anaktuvuk Pass. The river is formed by
the confluence of Contact Creek and Inukpasugruk Creek and flows south

125 miles where it joins the Koyukuk River 1 mile northeast of the town

of Bettles. The study area begins at Till Creek, 16 miles south of the
river's beginning and continues south, down the river valley, for a
distance of 45 miles to the mouth of McKinley Creek. This 45 mile stretch
of river is bordered by 4000-5000 foot mountains which display the effects
of recent glaciation. The first 20 miles of the valley are treeless,

then spruce and poplar begin to appear on the valley floor about 5 miles
south of Till Creek and begin to climb the mountain flanks 6 miles further
south. From the confluence of the Hunt Fork, south, mixed forest conditions
prevail below 2000 feet. By the time the river leaves the study area its
elevation has dropped to less than 1000 feet. '

The Helpmejack Hills are a range of 3500 ft. hills 28, miles long (east-
west) and 13 miles wide (north-south). The hills are bounded on the

north by Helpmejack and Kichaiakka Creeks, on the east by the Alatna

River, and on the west by the Kobuk River. To the south of the eastern
portion of the hills lies the Helpmejack Lakes. This area is one of chaotic
glacial topography which is manteled by a robust forest that is comprised
primarily of spruce with some scattered birch and poplar. Wildfires are
common in this area.




Lake Kipmik/Lake Amitchiak are twin lakes located 67° 57' north latitude,
156° 09' west longitude. The lakes lie at an elevation of about 2500
feet, are 2 and 2.5 miles long respectively, and eventually drain into
the Noatak River. The lakes are surrounded by 4000-5000 foot mountains
and are located well beyond both altitudinal and latitudinal treeline.
The Midas Creek Valley lies several miles to the east of the lakes while
the Noatak River flows westward 8 miles to the south. Both lakes contain
excellent fish reosurces.

The Agiak Lake/Amiloyak Lake/Chandler Lake Valley lies at 68° 15' north
latitude and 152° 50" west longitude and straddles the Continental Divide
in the northern Endicott Mountains. The valley, at an altitude of 3000
feet, is steeply hemmed in by mountains ranging between 7000-5000 feet
some of which contain small cirque glaciers. The largest of the valley
lakes is Chandler which is five miles in length. Agiak Lake is the only
one of the three lakes which lies south of the Continental Divide. The
Chandler River_heads ip-Amilayak Lake and_flows north through Chandler

Lake, Littl Lake, and\Round LAke\before |be inning it§ 125 mile]
b River) |The genepall\area is fugged and quite |
fcat—tundra veggt . Agiak

0

journey to

rocky angd s “takey by a ci c#itous
of the n\Riven. _____j

|

route, drai —Tjnt\ibiy
The Brooks Range is the northernmost extension of the Rocky Mountains.

Geology: Bedrock
Lithologically it consists of a complex series of east-west trending
belts of metamorphic, sedimentary, and igneous rocks. The sedimentary
rocks of Paleozoic and Mesozoic age are folded, faulted, and locally
metamorphosed. Limestone, graywacke, chert, shale, and schist are common
rock types. Dark intrusive rocks of the Jurassic-Cretaceous period as
well as other intrusive bodies of granite and diorite exist in the range
(Black, 1969). Most of these lithologies are found in or near the survey
areas, and contribute to the complex substrate that has conditioned the
present physiography and surficial geology.

Geology: Glacial

The surficial geology of the survey area is dominated by glacial deposits
of Pleistocene age. Hamilton (1982) has recently revised the chronology
and nomenclature of the glacial record of the South-central Brooks Range
based on detailed stratigraphic work supported by radiocarbon dates. The
oldest mappablie glacial drift in the region is that of the Kobuk Glaciation,
named by Fernald (1964; Hamilton and Porter, 1975), its distribution and
age are poorly known. Drift limits of the Kobuk Glaciation extend well
beyond the southern edge of the survey area (Hamilton, 1982, written
communication, 1984), and are not yet mapped in detail in this vicinity.
The Kobuk Drift typically consists of older and younger sub-units thought
to be respectively correlative with the Sagavanirktok and Anaktuvuk



glaciations of the northern side of the Brooks Range (Hamilton and Porter,
1975), the older of which (Anaktuvuk) is now thought to possibly be
early pleistocene in age (Hamilton and Hopkins, 1982).

The Itkillik glaciation (Hamilton, 1982) formed extensive piedmont lobes
in the survey areas which were fed by ice streams flowing down the major
stream valleys including the John, Chandler, Alatna, and Noatak Rivers,
The age of the Itkillik glaciation is beyond the range of convential
radiocarbon dating (>50,000 years), but is believed to correlate with
early Wisconsin glaciation (Hamilton and Hopkins, 1982).

The Walker Lake glaciation (Hamilton, 1982) is best represented, in the
1985 survey area, by morainal topography in the vicinity of the Helpmejack
Hills and Lakes. These glaciers also formed piedmont lobes that splayed
out onto the lowlands at the valley mouths, but were much less extensive
than those of the Itkillik glaciation, stopping just at the range front.
The Walk glaciatien-is-now well outh-central Brooks
Range (H . A-period of rdpid\alluvidtion in 4n obtwash.“_mq
train traceable\to\ th o¢té§iﬁa]ker Lake/\noraine qt Walker Lake indidates
a time of maximum jce |advance_between/ pérkaps 24,900 and—32,500 yeFr#

ago (Hamilton 1982/ flig{™ ubsedu owncutting followed b

i Tower outwadshi|trajyn jat ed iZE-the inner Wat%;r

ine is\nbt directly ed, | but dated deposijts

downriver indicate alluviation continued until sometime after 17,700
years ago (Hamilton, 1982, Schweger, 1976). A basal radiocarbon date
from Ruppert Lake, a kettle lake at the contact between the inner and
outer Walker Lake moraines, indicates the area was ice-free by 13,200
years ago (Brubaker et al, 1983: Table 2). Thus the Walker Lake glaciation
spans a period between about 24,500 and 17,500 years ago, during which
there were at least two ice advances. Holocene glaciation has been
confined to high altitude cirques that support modern glaciers in the
northern portion of the study areas.

)

These three major Pleistocene glaciations have left extensive drift sheets
in the survey areas, and have formed numerous topographic features that
have archeolocical resources associated with them. These features are
generally well-drained and their topography of fers unique vantage points
from which to survey the surrounding terrain. Archeological sites are
also associated with well-drained alluvial terraces and with ancient

beach deposits surrounding many of the glacially formed lakes.

Soils g M&_

The soils of the survey area have not been mapped in any detail, oply
reconnaissance level information is available (Rieger et al. 1979). Due

to the young age of most of the surfaces in the study areas, and the cold
climate and low precipitation, most of the soils are poorly developed and
belong to the Inceptisol order. An important division between these

soils is their internal drainage. Ice-rich permafrost is common throughout
the region and poorly drained hydromorpnic soils occur where drainage 1is
impeded by the permafrost table. Soils typical of these conditions are
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Histic Pergelic Cryaquepts and Pergelic Cryaquepts on rolling upland
areas with sedge tussock and dwarf heath vegetation. In very poorly
drained muskegs, organic soils such as Pergelic Cryofibrists are found.
Well-drained soils are found on glacial morine systems, especially those
of the most recent glaciations, and on ridge tops, south facing slopes,
and other similar features. Typical weli-drained soils of the region
are typic Cryochrepts or Dystric Cryochrepts, some displaying an albic
(A2) horizon indicative of podzolization. Where podzolization had been
sufficiently intense, for example, in well-drained spruce forests, typic
Cryorthods may be found. However, recent soil genesis studies at Walker
Lake have shown that bleached albic horizons typical of podzolization
came from under lichen and dwarf heath cover in the abence of spruce
trees (Ugolini et al., 1981). Where well-drained soils are either young
or unstable, Entisols such as Pergelic Cryorthents, may be found.

1

¢n well-draine
terr panied by wh
birch (Betula papyrifera) and aspen (Populus tremulosdes).'

Black spruce (P. mariana) dominates the poorly drained areas at low

altitudes, together with white birch and aspen (Brubaker et al. 1983).
Understory plants common to both white and black spruce forests include

resin birch shrubs (B. glandulosa), ericaceous species such as blueberry
(Vaccinium uliginosum), Labrador tea (lLedum decumbens ssp groenlandicum)

and (L. decumbens ssp. palustre), crowberry (Empetrum nigrum), mountain-
cranberry (V. vitis-idaea), as well as lichens (Cladonia sp. and Cetraria sp.)
Alder (Alnus crispa) and willow (Salix sp) are common along stream courses

and in draws above treeline. (Brubaker et al. 1983).

In addition to the forest understory plants, the alpine tundra above tree-
1ine and north of 68° latitude is characterized by grasses, sedges (Carex
sp), Cassiope tetragona, Artemesia arctica, Leuseleuri procumbens, Spirea
beauverdiana, and Anemone parviflors. Lowland shrub tussock tundra
consists of cottongrass (Eroiphorum vaginatum) and sedge (carex sp)
tussocks with shrubs of resin birch, labrador tea, and other ericaceous
plants, (Brubaker et al., 1983).

Vegetational History

by Patricia Anderson

During full glacial times (24,500 to 14,000 yr B.P.) the landscape of the
park differed markedly from that of today. Large glaciers dominated the
mountains and bordering valleys of the Brooks Range (Hamilton, 1986).
Mean annual temperatures were cooler and conditions very much drier.
Perhaps there was a larger number and greater diversity of herd animals
1iving along the flanks of the Brooks Range (Guthrie, 1982). Certainly,
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the kinds, if not the amount, of animals that roamed the park (e.gq.,
bison, mammoth, horse) during these times differed greatly from those seen
today.

Pollen assemblages that date to this time are unlike any produced by the
modern vegetation, thus making vegetational reconstructions difficult.
These assemblages are dominated by herb pollen, especially sedges
(Cyperaceae), grasses (Gramineae), and wormwood (Artemisia) with trace
amounts of other herb pollen and small amounts of willow (Salix) pollen.
The current interpretation of the western and central Brooks Range pollen
data suggests that upland sites beyond glacial margins supported a very
sparse, polar desert (Barnosky et al., in review). In lower elevations
where effective moisture, temperature, and shelter were greater a more
continuous vegetation cover probably existed. This meadow-1ike herb
tundra was likely the focus of animal activity providing them with a
relatively abundant food source and easy access to water. It is equally
probably[that Tiver valleys were the fo

as yet, ve eiﬁ:?éf;ﬁ to thj

Between 14,000 and ;13,000 éérg ago
occurred| throughout no tj@ﬁn Al?ska. T

shrub bipch™(Betuwia naha/glandulosa), And

pollen and moss (Sphangmum) spores éudé;st tussock tundra-was
common in better drained areas of the valley lowlands and surrounding
hillsides. Shrub birch apparently did not recolonize higher elevation
sites until c. 12,000 years B.P. This local asynchrony may relate to
differences in the timing of local deglaciation and/or distance from ice-
age refugia of shrub birch. Evidently, the change in vegetation and
climate, coupled with a major alteration of the substrate from an even
relatively hard-packed to a wetter tussock-dominated one was sufficient
to cause the extinction of the full-glacial fauna. Major changes in
global climate, in particular a postulated plunge in winter tempertures,
also were important in causing additional stress on animal populations
and eventual extinction of those that could not adapt to the new environments
(Barnosky et al., in review). If human populations were present in the
area at this time, they, too, would need to adapt to declining food
supplies and severe winter climate.

At 11,000 years B.P. populations of poplar (presumably balsam poplar, Populus
balsamifera) increased. The spread of poplar has been attributed to
increased summer temperatures and/or the increased availiability of
disturbed ground as a result of greater spring floods or greater aeolian
activity (see Brubaker, et al., 1983). The precise distribution of
these trees on the land is unknown. However, if floods played a major
role in the distribution of poplar, these trees were probably limited to
river courses. Ager and Brubaker (1985), however, have suggested that
broad areas of poplar-willow scrub forest more likely characterized the
vegetation at this time. Balsom poplar populations declined ca. 9000
years B.P. reflecting decreased summer temperatures, reduced spring
floods, or widespread development of organic soils poorly suited for
poplar growth (see Brubaker et al., 1983). The rise and decline in
poplar populations likely had little affect on subsistence resources,
but the trees would provide a ready source of building material and fuel
for human inhabitants.

- 12 -



Prior to 9000 years ago there was little difference in vegetation between
eastern and western areas of the park. Important differences become
evident with the development of the modern boreal forest between 9000 to
7000 years. B.P. Pollen data from a lake near Wiseman indicates the arrival
of spruce at c. 8500 years B.P., whereas a continued presence of spruce is
not evident in the Walker Lake area, 100 miles to the west, until c.

6000 years B.P. (Edwards et al., 1985; Brubaker et al., 1983). Data

from the Kiana area show that spruce were absent from the lower reaches

of the Kobuk River until 4000 to 5000 years ago (Anderson, 1985) and

suggest an east to west migration of spruce across northern Alaska.

The pattern of alder migration, however, seems to be opposite in direction
from that of spruce. Alder is first evident in the Kotzebue Sound region
by ¢. 9000 years B.P. and appears to migrate eastward across the southern
flanks of the Brooks Range recolonizing the park area by 7000 years B.P.
(Andersgm, T982), 7

]
If differept archeolo iclt res o itions| are related to ifr‘erent

ecologidal|systems| as |suggest ) fﬁéﬁ"ﬁ? east-wdst
componernt pf change shoufld b eological recordd The
period Hetween 9000 and JUOO|years ' ' ag} relatively fast
vegetationat—Thange. y had signifi
impact on subsistence resources, in particular caribou and species that
inhabit the boreal woodlands, that in turn would have affected human
subsistence strategies.

In addition to the broad change from shrub tundra to mixed forest-tundra,
interesting differences in amounts of spruce and alder occurred between

9000 to 3000 years B.P. Increased percentages of spruce pollen near Walker
Lake may indicate that treeline was located this far west as early as

8500 years B.P. (Brubaker et al., 1983; Anderson, unpublished data). Trees
either were absent or sparsely dispersed in this area between 8000 to

6000 years B.P. This postulated retreat of treeline is the first major
palynological evidence for the presence of cooling after a post-glacial
thermal maximum, an event that is well documented in northwestern Canada
(Ritchie et al., 1983). In the western and central Brooks Range, percentages
of alder pollen (and presumably populations of alder) increased to a

maximum by c. 6000 years B.P., and achieved their modern pollen frequencies by
c. 3000 years B.P. (Anderson, 1982). This change in alder appears to
correspond to changes in precipitation through the mid-Holocene with a
precipitation maximum occurring at 6000 years B.P. (Barnosky et al., in
review). ‘

Vegetational change over the past 3000 years is poorly documented.

Current palynological research at Itkillik and Etiviik Lakes is attempting
to correlate minor fluctuations in the polien record with neoglacial
activity in the Brooks Range.
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FAUNA

A wide variety of fauna exists in the survey area ranging from frogs to
grizzly bears. There is Tittle reason to describe each species, there-
fore, the fauna will be presented as a list.

MAMMAL S
black bear Ursus americanus
grizzly bear Ursus arctos
coyote - Canis latrons
wolf Canis lupus
red fox Vulpes vulpes
marten Martes americana
short-tailed weasel Mustela erminea

-

ast wepsel— —Mustela nivalls =~ _ .
}?F N ﬁastela yvison | [:___ Vﬂi]
wylvering ) ) ujo gulo Ei

|
river otter — _- utra canadensis, ’

lynx r‘ elis lynx — ‘ ,

— | \\\ —Ahce a]ciTﬁ_’ tﬁf

—————¢dribou L— - _u/~ Rahgi\fer (talrandus i

Dall sheep Ovis dalli

snowshoe hare Lepus americanus

hoary marmot Marmota caligata

Arctic ground squirrel Spermophilus parriuu

red squirrel Tamiasciurus hudsonicus

northern flying squirrel  Glaucomys sabrinus

muskrat Ondatra zibethicus

beaver Castor canadensis

red backed vole Clethrionomus rutilus

meadow mouse Microtus species

brown lemming Lemmus sibiricus

northern bog lemming Synaptomys borealis

porcupine Erethizon dorsatum

masked shrew Sorex cinereus

Arctic shrew Sorex arcticus

little brown bat Myotis lucifugus

BIRDS

Arctic loon Gavia arctica

red-throated loon Gavia stellata

whistling swan Olor columbianus

Canada Goose Branta canadensis

white fronted goose Anser albifrons

snow goose Chen caerulescens

mal Tard Anas platyrhunchos

pintail Anas acuta

green-winged teal Anas crecca

northern shoveler Anas clypeata
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American wigeon
greater scaup
lesser scaup
bufflehead

oldsquaw

harlequin duck
white-winged scoter
surf scoter

common merganser
red-breasted merganser
rough-legged hawk
golden eagle

bald eagle

marsh hawk

osprey

gryfalcon

pStr

e

Spruce dgrouse

raffed se
wildow migan
T T—Tock pt gan ‘—

sandhill crane
semipalmated plover
whimbrel

uptand sandpiper
lesser yellowlegs
spotted sandpiper
northern phalarope
red phalarope
common snipe
long-billed dowitcher
semipalmated sandpiper
long-toed stint
baird's sandpiper
pectoral sandpiper
glaucous gull

mew gull

Arctic tern

great horned owl
hawk owl
short-eared owl
boreal owl

belted kingfisher
common flicker
hairy woodpecker
downy woodpecker
alder flycatcher
horned lark

bank swallow

cliff swallow

gray Jjay
- 15 -

Anas americana

Authya marila

Aythya affinis

Buchepala albeola
Clangula hyemalis
Historionicus histrionicus
Melanitta deglandi
Melanitta perspicillata
Mergus merganser

Mergqus serrator

Buteo lagopus

Aquila chrysatos
Haliaeetus leucocephalus
Circus cyaneus

Pandion haliaetus

Grus canadensis
Pluvialis dominica
Numenius phaeopus
Bartramia longicuda
Tringa flavipes
Actitis macularia
Phalaropus lobatus
Phalaropus fulicarius
Gal linago gallinago
Limnodromus scolopaceus
Calidris pusilla
Calildris subminuta
Calidris bairdii
Caldris melanotos
Larus pyperboreus
Larus canus

Sterna paradisaea
Bubo virginianus
Surnia ulula

Asio flammeus
Aegolius funereus
Megaceryle alcyon
Colaptes auratus
Pecoides villosus
Picordes pubescens
Empidonax alnorum
Eremophils alpestris
Riparia riparia
Petrochelidon pyrrhonota
Perisoreus canadensis



common raven
black-capped chickadee
boreal chickadee
American robin

varied thrush

hermit thrush
gray-cheeked thrush
wheatear

Arctic warbler

yellow wagtail

water pipit

Bohemian waxwing
northern shrike
yellow warbler
yellow-rumped warbler
northern waterthrush

dark-eyed junco

tree sparrow
white-crowned sparrow
golden-crowned sparrow
fox sparrow

Lincoln's sparrow
lapland longspur

snow bunting

FISH

chum salmon
sheefish
humpback whitefish
broad whitefish
least cisco
round whitefish
Arctic grayling
Arctic char

lake trout
northern pike
Alaska blackfish
longnosed sucker
burbot
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Corvus corox

Parus atricapillus
Parus hudsonicus
Turdus migratorius
Lxoreus naevius
Catharus guttatus
Catarus minimus
Uenanthe oenanthe
Phylloscopus borealis
Motacilla flava
Anthus spinolelta
Bonbycilila garrulus
Lanius excubitor
Dendroica petechia
Dendroica striata
Seiurus noveboracensis

ilsonia —
facalind [

engcleator

eucosti¢te teptmocotis

arduelig hornemanni

fllammea

sandwichensis|_ |

Junco hyemalis

Spizedla arborea

Zonotrichia leucophrys

Zonotrichia altricapilla

Passerella iliaca

Melaspiza lincolnii

Calcarius lapponicus

Plectraphenax nivalis

Oncorhynchus kisutch
Stenodus leucichthys
Coregonus pidschian
Coregonus nasus
Coregonus sardinella
Prosopium cylindraceum
Thymallus arcticus
Salvelinus alpinus
Salvelinus namaycush
Esox lucius

Dallia pectoralis
Catostomus catostomus
Lota lata



Previous Archeological, Anthropological, Historical, and Exploration Work
Conducted in the Phase [II Study Area )

Archeology

Past, intensive, archeological work in the region has for the most part,
been limited to the area around Anaktuvuk Pass and Chandler Lake. The
earliest work was done by Ralph Solecki in 1949 in association with U.S.
Government 01l exploration activities on Alaska's North Slope (Solecki,
1950).  In the early 1950's William Irving conducted several archeological
surveys in the central Brooks Range and expanded on Solecki's earlier
work (Irving 1951, 1953). Irving (1962), also conducted survey in the
Kipmik/Amitchiak Lake area. E.S. Hall also conducted archeological

survey in the Kipmik Lake area in 1973.
S John—Giizijéj co rated.his
ss/John RA and ake __|

archeologigal™Kiel\dwork

area. Thrqugh Ais\work crea ata base| which still seryes
as a generglized "yardstick r regional \prehistoric study. Campbell's
work indicdted that human ocgupption/in orthrceptral Brooks R nge
extended| back—to 4t least 8000 year o and hat_ESFh Eskimos andL}

had inhabitedthe area—{fampb )

During the Tate~1950"ss

1dians
J

During the early to mid 1960's H.L. Alexander conducted archeological
investigations in the Anaktuvuk Pass and Chandler Lake area expanding on
the earlier work of Irving and Campbell (Alexander 1967, 1968, 1969).

During the late 1960's through the early 1970's Lewis Binford conducted
ethnoarcheological fieldwork in the Anaktuvuk Pass area. This work
explored the life style of the recent Eskimo inhabitants of the area
which offered a perspective of contact period aboriginal 1ife which
might be applied to the older archeological cultures. (Binford, 1976,
1978a, 1978b, 1980).

During the summer of 1983, M. Kunz conducted archeological survey in the
Kichaiakaka Creek Valley on the northwestern edge of the Helpmejack Hills,

As can be seen from this very succinct summary, in terms of the size of
the area involved, only limited archeological investigation has been
undertaken. In terms of geographic size the Phase IIl study area is
generally unknown archeologically.

Exploration/Ethnohistory/Cultural Anthropology

The earliest recorded information dealing with the native peopies of the
general region is found in the journals of John Cantwell (1889), Henry
Allen (1887), and George Stoney (1899). In 1884 Cantwell made a complete
ascent of the Kobuk River from Kotzebue to Walker Lake; a journey of
government exploration. Cantwell and Stoney were probably the first and
last white men to observe native life in its more or less, "traditional",
seasonally oriented, annual cycle prior to the on-set of strong non-native
cultural influences.
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In 1885 Stoney made an overland winter trip up the Kobuk River from

Fort Cosmos to the Alatna River, then north to Chandler Lake and back to
Fort Cosmos. Stoney's journal became lost prior to the publication

of the account of his explorations and the published document was written
from memory fourteen years after the fact. As a result, the information
contained in the report can be considered somewhat suspect (Stoney,
1899).

W.L. Howard, one of Stoney's junior offices at Fort Cosmos, made a winter
trip in the company of Eskimos from the Kobuk River, through the Brooks
Range, to Point Barrow. His account of the journey is the first eye-
witness written account of the activities of the Nunamiut Eskimos

(Stoney, 1899). In 1885 Henry Allen conducted an exploration of the upper
Koyukuk River. Allen traveled up the river about as far as the confluence
of the John River. Allen's journal contains numerous notes regarding

the aboriginal inhabitants of interior northern Alaska while these people

were sti iV a liffe styte-basicall inf]ueqeed—by-the m?decn_mmw_w
technology [of “the\day (AI1I%§> f387). J .
In 1901 W.G. Mendephal{l conduefed a edlogic re§éﬁﬁégssance from the
mouth of| the Alat Riv:f Eaxié zebug via "Alatnp Portage" and the
Kobuk River. " The Alatna Riven to Kopu ortijon| of the trip utilized
both Helpmejack and Kithaiakaka Cr i he Kobuk River portion]of

his trip paralled in reverse Cantwell's route of 1884. It is interesting

to note Mendenhall's documentation the changes which had occurred in the
life style of the natives along the Kobuk River in the seventeen years which
had elapsed between the two reconnaissances (Mendenhall, 1902).

At the same time that Mendenhall was engaged in his fieldwork, F.C. Schrader,
also a USGS Geologist, was engaged in a similar reconnaissance ascending the
John River through the Brooks Range and descending the Anaktuvuk and

Colville Rivers to the Arctic coast. Schrader encountered native people
along his route and made notations in his journals regarding these encounters
(Schrader, 1904).

In 1911 P.S. Smith, a USGS geologist, conducted a geologic reconnaissance

of the Alatna and Noatak Rivers. In the published account of the expedition
Smith states that they encountered none of the native villages on the

upper Noatak that MclLenegan reports existed in 1885 (Smith, 1913).

From the late 1940's through the 1980's a number of anthropologists have
conducted fieldwork of greater or lesser degrees of intensity in the
Phase III study area. This work includes publications by Helge Ingstad
(1954), Helge Larsen (1956), Robert Spenser (1959), Leopold Pospisil
(1964), Nicholas Gubser (1965), Ernest Burch (1975, 1976, 1980), and
Grant Spearman (1982).

Most of this work has dealt with human occupation and exploitation of the
upper John, Anaktuvuk and Chandler River drainages. As a result, a

large body of data is available for the area. However, this data is
applicable in more than a general sense to the entire northern portion

of the Phase III study area.
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History

There has not been a great deal of formal historical work undertaken in
the Phase IIl study area. There have been a few articles written which
mention mining activities in the Wild Lake area and a general history of
the village of Anaktuvuk Pass has been written by Grant Spearman (n.d.).

Aboriginal Use of the Phase III Study Area

Three aboriginal cultural groups, to a greater or lesser degree, probably
occupied and exploited various portions of Phase III study area. All
three of these groups were, at times, marginal in terms of survivability.
In other words their existance was often hand-to-mouth at certain seasons
of the year. In this regard A, Clark states, "...there were few times
through the year when a sufficiently farge surplus could be accumulated

that therf ramount. eir lives_were not those of
settled Vi he sea ons changed, so did]thefir places |
of habitpat r met ho n types |of hunt1ng and-%rsﬂxng“

(A. Clark,

0f the thr \3l1ted h ‘Phﬁﬁk [I sngy area, the un$miut
Eskimo are—paramount f this_area|liles within what| is

historica]ly.considered to be their territory. The Koyukuk Indians were
the primary users of the southern-most portion of the area, while the

Kobuk Eskimos were probably only peripheral or occasional users along the
western edge.

A fair amount of data has been collected through the work of modern-day
anthropologists and from the accounts of the early explorers regarding

the annual cyclical movements of the natives of this area at or about the
time of white contact. How far back in time such annual cycles of movement
can be applied is, however, debatable. The following is a general outline
of the annual movements of the Koyukuk Indians and the Nunamiut Eskimos

who were the primary users of the area.

From June through August, the Koyukuk Indians lived on the major rivers

at the confluence of streams or sloughs. This can be somewhat substantiated
by the accounts of Stoney, Cantwell, Mendenhall, and others during
explorations along the Kobuk, Koyukuk, and Alatna Rivers between 1884 and
1901. During this season the men left camp, off and on, for periods of a
few days to hunt birds and other game. Additionally, berries, meat, and
fish were collected and dried for winter use. As fall began, the people
moved into the hill country, fishing the lakes, building semi-subterranean
houses for winter use, and hunting caribou, sheep, bear, and small game.
About March the Indians left their winter dwellings and moved to spring
muskrat camps (A. Clark, 1974).

The Nunamiut Eskimo, at least in late prehistoric times, maintained no
permanent base of operations, generally moving with the caribou., In
April and May, and in August and September, the Nunamiut hunted the major
passes of the Brooks Range. From October to January they broke into
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smaller groups and hunted the caribou remaining in the mountains near the
treeline (south side of the range). February and March, as well as June
and July, were often periods of near famine. At these times, they hunted
small game, fished, and gathered berries (Campbell, 1962).

Movement other than the annual treks from camp to camp also occurred.
Travel for the purposes of trading or visiting was probably most common.
Movement from camp to camp was on a relatively small scale and varied
somewhat from family group to family group. Because of its small scale
and diversity, this type of travel is difficult to trace and even more
difficult to recognize in an archeological context. Trade routes, on
the other hand, were major travel routes (travel for visiting often
followed these routes also) used successively by larger groups and,
therefore, may be more easily traced and recognized in an archeological
context. Reasonable data regarding trade routes in the Phase III study
area is available (A. Clark, 1974; Burch, 1975, 1976; Spearman, 1982,

n.d.; Ca ; Stomeys~-1899; Mendeahall, 1902 der
While thfi ts el\in latg prehistoric ly historic |
ot|be gengrally /va/l\i

times, i 4 for earlfier time perio si(if
the reas remained constant)\a
t, dete“miréd“

travel roﬁﬁgé from arjea|to

area wit re:*fb\jﬁfreat,e +
The Sites

This portion of the report consists of the site descriptions, and is

organized in terms of the areas surveyed: John River north to south,

Helpmejack Hills/Lakes, Lake Kipmik/Lake Amitchiak, Chandler Lake/Agiak Lake.
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MAP AREA #1

JOHN RIVER VALLEY: TILL CREEK TO HUNT FORK

Camp #1 - #4, May 26 - June 27

The archeological field crew arrived in Bettles from Fairbanks via
commercial air carrier. The archeological tield gear and supplies had
been shipped to Bettles several days previously on a chartered DC-3. The
next 2 days were spent in Bettles getting the gear and suppiies organized
and ready for the field. A reconnaissance of prospective camp locations
along the John River and at Agiak Lake was conducted by helicopter.

On may 26 we set up our first camp on the east side of the John River
about 1.5 miles south of Till Creek. Setting up camp required four
helicoptes—tpin\from Anaktuvuk Pass, 18 miles to the north, where our
gear had bgen-tr sporteg_fnom ettles/via\chartef aircraft. | ]
Archeoiggical survey work— on Ma d continued—out of Canmp #1
until June|2 when campg wa rijck and gear an es transported

by helidop? o the ambsgglm catign. he cdamp movie was made by |helicopter
rather tlhan raft” due to_extran igl i i

early summer snow melt.

During the six days that archeological survey was conducted out of Camp
#1, an area of roughly 5 square miles was investigated and 12 archeological
sites were located.

Camp #2 was located on Publituk Creek 5.5 miles to the south of Camp #1.
Archeological survey was conducted out of Camp #2 from June 3-11. During
the nine days that archeological reconnaissance was conducted out of Camp
#2, an area of four square miles was rather intensely investigated and 17
archeological sites were recorded. The move from Camp #2 to Camp #3 was,
due to high water, again made by helicopter.

Camp #3 was located 5 miles south, down stream, from Camp #2 on a gravel
bar near the mouth of Wasted Lynx Creek (our name). Archeological survey
was conducted out of this camp from June 12-20. During the nine days
that we operated out of this camp approximately four square miles were
intensely surveyed and 14 archeological sites were located and recorded.

Although the water was still high, it had dropped enough so that the move
from Camp #3 to Camp #4 could be made utilizing our two rafts, an Avon
Redshank and Pro. We had moved a small amount of gear, roughly 600 1bs.,
with the Redshank raft between Camp #2 and #3 at high water successfully,
but with some difficulty. The fact that all the gear must be tied to a
superstructure of poles forming a deck across the top of the raft makes
the rafts somewhat difficult to handle in swift, rough, water; especially
the Pro, which usually has 2500 1bs. of gear and supplies stacked on it.
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Camp #4 Was located on the left hand bank of the John River about 1/3

mile above the confluence of the Hunt Fork. Archeological work was
conducted out of this camp for a period of six days during which time

five archeological sites were located and several previously located

sites received additional investigation and documentation. An area of
approximately four square miles was investigated while working out of this
camp. Additionally, one crew member was transported to Pamichtuk Lake
which lies 4 miles east-southeast of Camp #4. Four days were spent surveying
the area surrounding Pamichtuk Lake and no archeological sites were located.
The surveyor did report, however, that there are numerous, hungry pike in
the lake.

A total of 48 sites were located in Map Area #1 and they can generally be
broken down in terms of function as follows. Thirty-one of the sites, 64%,
appear to be typical hunting lookouts which are small, offer excellent
views, and have a small amount of flaking detritus scattered about. Five

of the g1 locatio ' dEﬁs 1ookouts.
These si y ‘small fon of whi wah~§hosen~i

especial 1. o the sfitds appear to h ve
served o ich syg Multiple occuppt fonal vetts.
One of 4 i n&ar P is [enormous, andjis the
most intrigud ocgted|on the/Jghn—R{ver during this survey hree

sites, 4 ry into the "otHer!
category. Lastly, it was 1mpossxble to even guess at the function of four
of the sites.

The sites located in Map Area #1 indicate human use of the area over at

least the last six millennia. There was much evidence of modern (last 50
years) use of the area by the residents of Anaktuvuk Pass, hunting guides,

and construction workers along the once used pioneer road the "Hickel Highway".
Interestingly, most of the concentrations of modern use occur at. the localities
of concentrations of prehistoric use. These areas of concentration occur

near the major stream/river confluences, for the most part on the left

(east) side of the river.

As would be expected in this region, the vast majority of culturally
identifiable sites appear to be manifestations of the Eskimo Continuum.
There are, however, several good possibilities for Athapaskan Indian
sites in this predominately Eskimo area.

Weather Data During the Survey of Map Area #1

TEMPERATURE

DATE  CAMP # LOW HIGH SKY WIND
5-2/-85 1 32° 56° sunny windy
5-28-85 1 32° 58° sunny, some clouds SE, Tight
5-29-85 1 32° windy
5-30-85 1 35° 52° sunny, some clouds
5-31-85 1 44° cloudy windy
6-01-85 1 rainy
6-02-85 2 /0° sunny 1ight
6-03-85 2 70° sunny 1ight
6-04-85 2 (river high)
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Weather Data During the Survey of Map Area #1

TEMPERATURE

DATE CAMP # LOW HIGH SKY WIND
6-05-85 2 40° 70° sunny 20 k.
6-06-85 2 37° fog, low clouds 15 k., N
6-07-85 2 34° mostly clear 20 k., NNE
6-08-85 2 34° 65° clear gusty
6-09-85 2 36° 63° windy
6-10-85 2 36° 58° clear 20 k., N
6-11-85 3 33° overcast 20 k., NE
6-12-85 3 33° snow (3 1/2 in.)
6-13-85 3 34° 50° clear 4-10 k., N
6-14-85 3 34° 50° Snow 15 k., N
6-15-85 3 36° SNOw
6-16-85"T 3~ | 4171 partly—eloudy —- catm—— —
6-1/-85 3, 337 g \| clean , \ —{ 54/ k,, N“-J
6-18-85 3\ 43 ) )| rain/, g\encast Tight| |
6-19-85 37 1 < | raip ¥n ‘evening
6-20-85 3/ 48 N\ || partiy—Tioudy 1ight
6-21-85 4 /| 48 1| part]y cloudy cailm
6-22-35 4 46°— ‘— | r&Hy mornindg, 18 L__
6-23-85 4 43° rain, overcast calm
6-24-85 4 46° rain, overcast calm
6-25-85 4 46° rain, overcast 1ight gusts
6-26-85 4 43° high thin clouds calm
6-27-85 4 45° high clouds, sunny calm
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WIS-157

Site Elevation: NW1/4, NE1/4 Probable Site Type:
1750 ft. Section 7 Unknown
T36N, R20W
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located on the south facing end of a broad, rounded terrace
marked at its southern extreme by a small, discontinuous stream flowing
west into the John River. The cut made by the stream's incision through
the terrace to the west-southwest of the site, is clearly visible and
V-shaped. The John River is located to the west of the site at a distance
of 350 meters.

The vegetation at this well-drained locality consists predominantely of

clumps of Tow woady and herbacepus plants;\ and mosses;—w fzzjb+9cn—~
occupying 30% he areg. ZSn ty-fiv cent off ace ph
site is vegetatad.\ Thpse areas/of th e\not vege ated are the u]t

of ground gquirrel |burfrowing,-frost ing,\or exposed bgulders.
The view| from the site %}com sses " River|Vailey for slighL]
less than 3 kilometers to the sout un 1ley for roughly 5

kilometers to the west. To the north and east higher ground obscures
the view after several hundred meters.

A large flake of greenish/gray, coarse-grained chert was observed on the
surface of a mossy area. The surface of the artifact is partially covered
with a black/dark gray lichen suggesting a long period of surface exposure.
The flake, triangular in shape, exhibits some intentional and use retouch
along all margins suggesting its function may have been as an expedient
knife.

The site appears to have seen only limited use. Evidence suggests that
only a single occupational event took place. The amount of lichen growth
on the surface of the artifact may indicate an age in excess of 100

years, however, the lack of diagnostic artifacts or other means of relative
dating makes temporal or cultural assessment impossible. The site is
probably associated with other, larger, nearby sites.

Site significance and research potential are low. At present the site
does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.
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WIS-158

Site Elevation: NW1/4, NW1l/4 Probable Site Type:
1850 ft. Section 8 Unknown
T36N, R20W
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
4000-5000 years B.P. Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located on a knoll slightly more than a kilometer south of

Till Creek and a kilometer east of the John River. A small pond is

located 100 meters due west of the site. The knoll is of variable elevation
and sinuous in shape with a few conical high points which have been

heavily disturbed by ground squirrel burrows. There are lower connecting
ridges of exposed gravels heavily covered with lichen.

The vegetat1on is sparse on the connecting r1dges and low woody and herbaceous

plants, mos nd so s are infpequent in The _pr omontorles
and depresgsi ave molre -com le ely co ere with wa *Q“ h, osses,‘__;
heaths apd |grasses [C % ‘

encompassing-sTightly |more t an 3 ki ]o ohn River Valjl }
A minimum—viewof 500 meters avdllable 1n Her directions. |

M l .
The view from the 5it E‘paa dramic b st v Ts*t6 the soutth|

The site was discovered as a result of surface reconnaissance. During
which a single artifact was observed. The artifact is a burin made on a
flake of dark gray chert.

This type of burin most closely resembles a transverse burin of the
Donnely type, but is somewhat thicker in cross-section.

The extensive lichen gfowth on the artifact may indicate a long period
exposure on the surface. Surprisingly no other artifacts were observed.

As is common with this type of multi-faceted burin, there is purposeful
retouch along a portion of the tool's margins. This type of burin may be
termed transverse in that burin blows were struck from the same point but
in directions 90° opposed.

In this portion of Alaska this type of burin is often associated with
campus type microblade cores and lanceolate projectile points. Such
associations suggest a site antiquity of at least 4000-5000 years. Usually
this type if artifact is not found as an isolated occurrence.

Little else can be said concerning the site. Significance is of only a

lTocal nature and research potential appears low. At present the site
does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.

- 27 -



WIS-158 (continued)

Sipe Yyiew

WIS-1S8 Burin

A<TuAL Size

WIS-159
Site Elevation: NW1l/4, SE1/4 Probable Site Type:
1740 ft. Section 6 Lookout /Camp
T36N, R20W .
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
ca. 200 years B.P. Affiliation: Nunamiut

Eskimo

This site is located on the most prominent and continuous ancient river
terrace on the left bank (east side) of the John River approximately 400
meters south of its confluence with Till Creek. Six terraces can be
counted back from the river in an easterly direction with the site
located on the sixth. The John River lies some 250 meters west of the
site and 25 meters lower in elevation. The terrace forms a corner where
past activity by both Till Creek and the John River has cut from two
sides. In all likelyhood this terrace system dates from late Pleistocene
to late Holocene in age.

The vegetation on the site consists primarily of low woody and herbaceous
plants, grasses, mosses and a dozen or so bush-size willow scattered

over the 100 meter? site area. Frost shattered rock and small areas

of disturbed ground are scattered across the site. None of the unvegetated
areas exceed 3 metersZ and for the most part are composed of glacial
gravels occasionally capped by thin mineral soil.
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The view from the site is good in that a variety of terrain is visible.
An excellent view, in excess of 3 kilometers both up and down the river,
is available. To the west a good view of the Walkaround Valley complex
is available while to the east, rising terrain limits the view to several
hundred meters. WIS-157 1ies 350 meters to the southeast and is somewhat
visible.

The site was located as a result of surface reconnaissance and cultural

features observed at the site include at least four{ hearths/ ten stone

cairns or/inuksuk and two te/i r1ngsu Lithic art1f§“fs were represnted rd
by two rough i faces, a flake core, and 50-100 waste flakes all of the

Jocally abundant black chert, A singie flake of quartz crystal was also
observed.

The hearths appear to represent both prehistoric and historic use.
Material Je 1ng rfecent - at one

the hea*%hs;::iimdes ooking,
stick and §catteryng qf gﬁ§t3 ood. The,lass recent splaye§J
; p1

of/burne The| hearths ranged in size
from 50 x 2.0<meters

erhmost tent ring exhibjted f#re-cracked ro kJ
protruding through a robust vegetat+ 2 test pit was—

excavated to a depth of 12 cm. in the center of the rent ring and produced
several pieces of burned bone, numerous chunks of charcoal, and a black chert
flake as well as pieces of fire-cracked rock.

The site area suggests regular use through at least the last several

centuries. The majority of the evidence points to historic occupation by
Nunamiut Eskimo and earlier occupation by late prehistoric Eskimos. The

site's location and cultural evidence suggest that the site was a multi-purpose
one serving as lookout, kill and butchering location, and camp.

Site significance appears to be moderate research potential is high as
the site is large and appears to contain a large amount of cultural
detritus. There is ethnographic data that relates to the use of this
site (Spearman, 1985; personel communication).

At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse

impacts. If, in the future, the site is threatened with disturbance,
mitigative action should be employed.
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WIS-160

Site Elevation: NW1/4, NE1/4 Probable Site Type:
1930 ft. Section 5 Lookout
T36N, R20W
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site located 1.5 kilometers northeast of the Till Creek/John River

confluence. The site lies on a prominent gravel mound the westernmost
mound in a series of several, at base of 5800' peak on the north side of
Till Creek. The mounds appear to be the result of landslides. The view
from the site is excellent in all directions except to the east where
rising terrain blocks the view beyond a distance of several hundred

meters. T S
— —“X s R
The vege a4ion over on {Egdght, can e/égr ed di cobtinuous and i f
comprised of a mixture| of low-<goody and/harbaceous plants] dwarf birdh,
ericaceous shrups j/and sedges nvegétated aneas appear to be the [regult
of seasopa tiggp action|ground squ'rr‘TE*ner owing, and lack of s ij

L

The site was discovered as result of surface reconnaissance. Fifty to
seventy-five black chert flakes, some exhibiting cortex, were observed
scattered about the surface. . No formal artifacts were noted. Cortex on
some of the waste flakes suggests that cobble reduction was taking place
at the site using “locally available chert cobbles. The lack of diagnostic
artifacts precludes cultural or temporal assessment of the site.

The site's location suggests it served as a lookout. Site significance
is of a local nature and research potential is low. At present the site
does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.

WIS-161
Site Elevation: SE1/4, SW1/4 Probable Site Type:
1700 ft. Section 7 Lookout
T36N, R20W
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown ' Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located on the flat, well-drained, gravelly surface of a
river edge bluff 2.5 kilometers south of the confluence of the John

River and Till Creek. The river flows swiftly through an "S" bend to
the west of the site within 50 meters of the base of the bluff. The
bluff rises abruptly some 75 meters above the river and the valley floor.
A steep-sided gorge has been cut 50 meters south of the site by a small,
clear-water stream.
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The site is discontinuously vegetated with many small mineral soil exposures
present. The vegetation on the site varies from wet sedge-tussocks to
well-drained caribou lichen covered areas, with low growing heaths and
grasses making up the remainder of the vegetative cover. The view from

the site encompasses more than a kilometer in all directions.

The site was discovered fortuitously on the location of our initial John
River camp. The site consists of two small waste flakes of the ubiguitous
black chert. The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes temporal or cultural
assessment. The site's location suggests it served as a lookout.

Site significance fs of a local nature and research potential appears
low. At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse
impacts.

e e 7 ]

— < s 6A ] |
Site Elevation: ~_J \E1/4 Probable SiteLT pe:

1620 ft. Lookout
_ T36N, R21w
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

The site is located on a hill crest bordering a small intermittent stream
approximately 500 meters east of the John River. Till Creek lies 3.5 kilo-
meters to the north and Yenituk Creek enters the river approximately 3/4

of a kilometer to the west-southwest. The hill, which may have been

formed by stagnating glacial ice, lies 70 meters above the valley floor
and provides an excellent view in excess of 15 kilometers north and

south as well as the width of the valley, 2.5 kilometers, east to west.

The surface of the site is undulating in nature and slopes gently toward

the river. The undulations appear as terracettes approximately 2-5 meters
apart and may be the result of frost action and/or solifluction. Vegetation
at the site is a thin cover of moss, lichen, low herbaceous plants,
scattered clumps of grass and dwarf birch. Much of the surface of the

site is exposed mineral soil, gravel, cobbles, and small bolders which
comprise the glacial till.

Cultural material was located as a result of-surface inspection and
consisted of chert flakes and one chert szzjbla. fragment. Datum was
established at the high point of the hilTNadjaceft to a single black
chert flake. A scatter of black chert flakes and a gray chert microblade
fragment 1ie 25 meters from datum on a bearing of 256° mag. The flake
scatter covers an area of approximately 3 x 6 meters.
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The black chert flakes may have been derived from local material as chert
nodules, mostly black, are quite common in the local gravels. Most of
the chert nodules are small, roughly golf ball size and smaller, although
a few that are baseball size or slightly larger have been observed.

The two different types of 1ithic material may indicate that more than

one occupational event occurred at at the site. The lack of diagnostic
artifacts precludes assigning a culture or age to this site, although

based on the area its inhabitants were most probably Eskimo. The microblade
fragment suggests a minimum age for at least one site component of ca.

2000 years B.P.

The site may have served as a lookout/flaking station. The nearby flood
plain of the John River, which is more sheltered from the wind and has both
willow and scattered aspen available, suggests that the site was not a

camp site. The site has significance mainly as being part of a suite of
sites in tion pf—the-dqohn River Vajley. Thece_a ars to_he_gﬂ_ﬂ

little chance~for\additigmat~sukface o surfacs ma ecxg o
at this bBit resge q the) jte is /in/no\dangern o 1mpact by e1F 7r

natural or [humanl inducled 1mpae S.

) —
— B ]
WIS-163
Site Elevation: NE1l/4, NW1/4 Probable Site Type:
1650 ft. Section 24 Camp/Lookout
T36N, R21W
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
Multiple Occupations Affiliation: Denbigh/

Nunamiut Eskimo

The site is located on a prominent knob on the south side of an unnamed
creek. The site is 1.8 kilometers south of WIS-162 and about 3/4 of a
kilometer east of the John River. The knob, which appears to be glacial
in origin, protrudes westward into the river flood plain more that any
other nearby humps, bumps, knobs or hills. The knob is bordered on the
north by a deeply incised unnamed creek.

The site provides a truly panoramic view which extends as far south as
Publituk Creek, a distance of 6.5 kilometers, and as far north as Till
Creek 4.5 kilometers distant. Two kilometers to the south, on the valley
floor, the first spruce trees appear, representing the species local
northern limit.

The surface of the site is relatively flat with several large natural
depressions. The depressions are quite shallow, not exceeding 75 cm.
in depth. The majority of the surface is exposed mineral soil,
pebbles, cobbles, and small boulders which comprise the glacial till.
The vegetation, where present, is thin and consists of mosses, lichen,
low herbaceous plants, clumps of grasses and scattered dwarf willow.
- On the north and northwest slopes, bordering the creek, are scattered
large willow.
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Cultural material at the site was located as a result of surface inspection.
The site consists of three localities. Locality #1 is the geographic
high point of the site and is where datum is located. Cultural material
consists of pieces of large willow, up to a meter in length and 6

cm. in diameter, which had been ax cut. The ends of some of the pieces
had been burned suggesting use as firewood. No charcoal was observed on
surface. The pieces of willow were partially imbedded in the surface
(moss and lichen) suggesting they had been on site for some time. The
wood was deteriorating but was still sound enough to be handled without
damage. Thinly scattererd over the area were some gray chert waste
flakes. There were no metal implements or cloth tent material associated
with the willow, as is common in recent Nunamiut sites. The chert flakes
are probably not associated with the cut willow.

Locality #2 is located 24 meters from datum on a bearing of 347° mag.
This loc
The cult
green, g

slope—

stie f of  _!
of fire-crackpd |rock
and one ivityjarea on th
north ed of the site hag been
eroded a i iggi ground squirrels dut
of their i } e located at t
break in slope above the hillside material. The on-slope material was
observed in a band roughly 2 meters wide which extended 5 meters down slope.

Locality #3 is located 22 meters from datum on a bearing of 210° mag.
this locality covers roughly 10 meter? and contains lithic cultural
material, on surface, including fire-cracked rock, green, gray, black,
and white chert flakes, a primary burin spall of obsidian and of a style
suggesting it came from a Denbigh (mitten shaped burin) and two possible
microblade fragments, one of gray chert and one of obsidian.

Two test pits were excavated approximately 5 meters apart adjacent to the
burin spall (test pit #1) and the microblades (test pit #2). Both test
pits were 20 cm? and excavated to a depth of 15 c¢cm. Both test pits
yielded a few additional chert flakes and pieces of fire-cracked rock.

The site appears to have supported several occupational events from at
least Denbigh times, ca. 3500 years B.P., through recent Nunamiut. This
signifies long term subsistence use of the area, most likely, by Eskimo
peoples. Evidence at the site suggests that the location served both as

a lookout and a camp. There is a good possibility that there is subsurface
cultural material at the site in an amount to make the site worthy of
additional investigation. At present no adverse impacts appear to threaten
the site. Local site significance is high and research potential is
moderate.
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WIS-164

Site Elevation: NW1/4, NWl/4 Probable Site Type:
1530 ft. Section 24 Camp
T36N, R21IW
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

The site lies on an old river terrace 100 meters east of the John River

and about 300 meters west-northwest of WIS-163. The confluence of Yenituk
Creek and the river lies 1.5 kilometers to the northwest. The surface

of the site is very flat and sparsely vegetated. In relation to the

river bluffs, 200-300 meters to the east, the site is low lying yet the
terrace top is 6-8 meters above the flood plain of the river. The site
provides a reasonably good view; north to Yenituk Creek and south down

the John River Valley to the Publituk Creek area a distance of 7 kilometers.

Vegetati i tsts\of clumps Qf mossy 1i ATgraEse;,enﬁij

low herb illgls Jring t/he/tekrace edges and grow prpf sely

in the s errace. Iﬁéf@ajority rf the
1

terrace EYal spils—peb 1es,_iirﬁT§S, and smajl 1
s N

boulders

Cultural material was observed on surface during a visual inspection of
the area. The site area covers the length of the terrace, roughly 90
meters (north-south) and is scattered thinly and sporadically over the
entire area. Datum is at the southern end of the terrace. Gray, green,
and black chert waste flakes are the predominant lithic material . Two
formal artifacts were located at the site. A small unifacially worked
scraper with a graver spur which was made on a black chert flake. The
scraper lay 34 meters from datum on a bearing of 340°. The second artifact
is an obsidian tool, which is made on a flake and unifacially worked.
This artifact lay 90 meters from datum on a bearing of 335° mag. No
other cultural material was observed.

suftface/is/ exploséd min

The terrace would have been an excellent camping locale'as it is near the
river and the flood plain willows. However thére is no evidence of
fire-cracked rock which would suggest a hearth. Chert nodules are present
in the terrace gravels and may have been quarried here.

The site's location and cultural material suggests that more than a single
occupational event occurred. Site significance relates to this site's
relationship to the other local sites. At present the site is in no
apparent danger from adverse impacts.

Artifacts - Actual Size

LI
7€
WIS-164
Chert End Scraper | - Obsidian Flake Tool
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WIS-165

Site Elevation: SE1l/4, SW1/4 Probable Site Type:
1660 ft. Section 25 Camp/Lookout
T36N, R15W
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
ca. 3600 B.P. Affiliation: Denbigh

This site lies on a small river edge bluff on the east side of the John
River., WIS-163 is located 1 kilometer to the north and Publituk Creek
enters the river 3.5 kilometers to the south. The John River lies 30
meters west of the bluff face and roughly 30 meters below site elevation.
The site provides an excellent 360° v1ew for distances in excess of 7
kilometers.

The surface of the site is relatively flat, sloping gently to the south

before pT‘ngiﬁg\qbruptTy‘ the riv, Much ?ﬁ faci;?£~the<_
site is 1 gravel, fohbles ands lde G
glacial atig he siye Longists of oss, lichen, flo

herbaceo 11ows /Jon/the \north|and sou}h margins of
the bluf

arks tNe llocal/northern 1imjt of spruce. Scattered
spruce trees appear aljong th r%ver:a?@h kjlometer to the north o
the site but do not form stands” untdt oppos the—sfite,

Surface inspection of the bluff top revealed cultural material on and in

the surface. Cultural material consisting of fire-cracked rock, broken

and burned bone, chert and obsidian waste flakes and artifacts, were
scattered over an area of roughly 16 x 12 meters. Although generally
scattered about the surface, the cultural material appeared more concentrated
in the hearth (fire-cracked rock, burned bone, charcoal) areas. Green,
gray, black, and white chert flakes are scattered thinly over the site. Two
obsidian waste flakes were located on surface on the northern end of the
site along with a large black chert biface fragment. Test pit #2, 20 cm2,
was excavated at the location of the surface obsidian and yielded a

flake of obsi /aﬁfaﬁt ortex as well as pieces of fire-cracked rock;~

few flecks of wharcoal Yand a very large piece of partially dé;?Ed bonea>

5-8 cm. below ‘s rfacé. The black chert biface fragment appears to be -

end of the site. Near the flake core a small black chert scraper was
found. Test pit #1, 20 em? and excavated to a depth of 10 cm. below
surface, lies four meters east of datum. A lot of fire-cracked rock,
burned bone fragments, and a few flecks of charcoal were visible on
surface. The excavation yielded abundent charcoal from roughly surface
to a depth of 8 cm. There was no charcoal in the mineral soil. The

only diagnostic artifact observed was a primary-bufin spall—~at the datum
location. The spall is almost surely from a Qenbigh mitten—sﬁéped burin,

Evidence at the site suggests that a fair amount of subsurface material may
be present. While not large, the site appears to have been regularly used
through time and could have served as both a lookout and a campsite.

The Denbigh Flint Complex material suggests a minimum age of ca. 3500

B.P. while the bone may represent a more recent occupation. Most likely
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site use over the last 4000 years as been primarily by Eskimo peoples.
The site has high local significance in that it demonstrates consistant
use through time and could provide data on past subsistence use of the
area. In the regional sense its significance is moderate at best

At present the site does not appear to be in danger from either natural

or human induced impacts.

The site may contain important data and should

be given protection or mitigation consideration if adversely impacted.
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WIS-165 (continued)

WIS-165
Artifacts -~ Actual Size

Cortex
Flake Scraper
A/
//9’,/9 ST
Cross Section
Cross Section
WIS-166
Site Elevation: SW1/4, SE1/4 Probable Site Type:
1520 ft. Section 2 Lookout /Camp
T35N, R21W
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located on a prominent knob 1 kilometer east of the confluence
of Publituk Creek and the John River. The creek flows past the southern
end of the site and is deeply entrenched. The site lies roughly 30 meters
above creek level. The John River is in closest proximity to the site

to the northwest at a distance of roughly 500 meters.

The view from the site is excellent. To the north Yenituk Creek can be

seen 10 kilometers distant, to the south higher terrain blocks the view

about a kilometer south of Publituk creek. To the east and west the

view encompasses all there is to be seen between the valley walls.

The most elevated portion of the site (datum location) is in the western
quadrant. From the promontory the knob then slopes down to the east-northeast
for a distance of 5 meters where it again levels off.

The majority of the site surface is vegetated by moss, lichen, low herbaceous
plants and some scattered (around the site perimeter) dwarf birch and
willow. There are some scattered, small and large mineral soil exposures
among the clumpy Dryas and grass. These large mineral soil exposures
appear to owe their genisus to the work of grizzly bears excavating
ground squirrels. '
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Cultural material at the site was discovered through visual survey and
consists of a variety of colors of chert flakes, although, the local
black chert is predominant. Some of the lithic material appears to be a
quartzitic basalt (if such a material exists).

Surface cultural material covers an area of approximately 50 x 35 meters.
A1l of the cultural material was observed in areas of mineral soil exposure
suggesting there may be quite a bit of subsurface material present.

Only one purposely made artifact was observed; the tip of a rough biface,
perhaps a preform or knife. This artifact lies on a 49° mag. bearing at

a distance of 32 meters from datum. There appeared to be a few pieces

of fire-cracked rock scattered over the site but no concentrations which
might indicate the presence of a hearth.

The site may have served as a lookout and/or a campsite or may have been a
game lookout/flaking station associated with a campsite on the next lower

terrace te-m Iso be related to a.xeff:iif?e s}Le,_ulS:l83,
located thq—iggzﬂﬁast. Lo ]
WIS-166 ears [to] havie goo pd%enti yleld data of an interesting
nature a .vzgﬁy\ﬂiffibUt 3 arge|sifte. The locatlion is
good forn ing and it lies/o route iﬁEFeen the John,
Tinayguk® i S. :

The site does not appear to be in danger of impact from any natural
causes. Activity on the nearby allotment could possibly impact the site
but is not likely.

Because no diagnostic artifacts were observed no temporal or cultural
assignments can be made. The site appears to have been used intermittently
over a long period of time. The region suggests the majority of this use
was by Eskimo peoples.

WIS-167
Site Elevation: NWl/4, NE1/4 Probable Site Type:
1875 ft. Section 18 Lookout
T36N, R20W
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
Recent and Prehistoric Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located 1.2 kilometers east of the John River and 3.2
kilometers south of the Till Creek/John River confluence. The site lies
atop a lozenge-shaped hill, comprised of talus and bedrock, high on the
valley wall and appears to have been overridden by glacial ice during the
last glacial advance. The hill is oriented parallel to the west face of
a mountain which rises abruptly east of site to an elevation in excess

of 4000 ft., The site lies 15 meters above the valley floor which in

turn slopes gradually to the river edge some 75 meters below.
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The view from the site is in excess of 3 kilometers to the north, west
and south. To the east the view is limited to the talus slopes of the
mountain.

Vegetation of the site consists of low woody and herbaceous plants,
grassm moss and lichen which are very thinly scattered about the area.
Roughly 75% of the ground surface is exposed gravels and fractured bedrock.

The site was discovered as a result of surface inspection. A group of six
black chert waste flakes, an isolated blade/like flake of black chert, a
jarge black chert flake fragment and a single retouched flake of gray chert
were scattered over the site. Also present were two 25-35 WCF cartridge
casings. All the cultural material was thinly scattered over the hilltop,
and area approximately 400 meters?

This multicomponent site most likely functioned as a lookout. If caribou

" movement|[by this\spot s conststant thr theﬁ~%f:jou1 ~fake-—- -
an excellle ting s aT?j:j> ' (—~—— ﬁ;ﬂ_” [-M-J
efhibi |

The site ibigs evidence_of-<yse an pation by both modern, h'sjoric

and prehjistoric/peoples. Tﬁii
loc

%Ite's locatio sugq:irs it served a lookout.
- l
Site significance is o na L potential appelars to be

low. At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse
impacts.

WIS-168
Site Elevation: NW1/4, NWl/4 : Probable Site Type:
1850 ft. Section 6 Lookout
T36N, R20W
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located on a prominent gravel manteled bedrock knoll 250
meters south of the Till Creek/John River confluence. The river lies
125 meters to the east and 100 meters below the site elevation. The
knoll is perched at the edge of the river so that an excellent view is
provided in all directions. WIS-159 is located almost directly across
the river,

Very little ground cover is present. Vetetation consists of various
Tow growing alpine species, with mosses and some low woody and herbaceous
plants making up the majority of the 25% vegetation cover.

The site was located as the result of surface reconnaissance and consists
of a cluster of 50 low quality black chert flakes. The lithic material
covers an area 1 meter? and suggests cobble reduction as the source of
the flakes. No other cultural material was observed.
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The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes temporal or cultural assessment.
The site's location suggests it served as a lookout.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appears
lTow. At present the site does not appear to be threatended by any adverse
impacts.

WIS-169
Site Elevation: NW1/4, NE1/4 Probable Site Type:
1765 ft. Section 12 Lookout
T36N, R21W
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
4000-1¢( s B.P.-*~"——~\\ _Eskimg
]

This site Is lotated on des réte grave

west of the John River{ and 1. 1lom e its confluence with
Yenituk

i sijte|af a gpo w\into|thg Yenituk Creek/|Walk-
y tol the s ut wes xcellent view of thel John
River VaTtey—tv the so L

around C

The vegetation on the site is almost nonexistant except for the discontinuous
lichen cover over the lag deposit which makes up the surface of the
site.

The site was discovered during surface inspection. Two flakes of gray
chert and five flakes of black chert and half of a black chert side or
endblade were observed thinly scattered over an area 35 meters?. The
artifact suggests at least one occupation of the site was by a culture of
the Eskimo Continuum, probably between 4000-1000 years ago.

The site probably served as a lookout as it is situated so that game
movement in or out of the Yenituk/Walkaround Valleys could be easily
monitored. Site significance is of a local nature and research potential
is low, At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any
adverse impacts.

Sipe or ewD Rlave
AcTual ST &€
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WIS-170

Site Elevation: NW1/4, NW1/4 Probable Site Type:
1750 ft. Section 14 Lookout
T35N, R21W
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
ca. 2500 years B.P./Historic Affiliation: Eskimo

This site is located on top of a flat bedrock outcrop 2.0 kilometers
south-southeast of the confluence of the John River and Publituk Creek.
This portion of the valley is slightly more constricted than it is to the
north where the bases of the mountains slopes have been truncated by the
river allowing most of the terrain on either side to attain slope angles
of 5°-15°, The terrain surrounding the site slopes somewhat steeply and
is periodacally punctuated with bedrock outcrops similar to the one at the
site location.

Within flift ters sout £R§ site /hfnl1, ep hem -é&aso stream;
flows westyard intp the E;ﬁﬁ:ki er. Willlow are a unbent in this areq.
Vegetatijon|on site| corsists of low wgody 4nd herb ce6U§“§]ants, dwart,
birch, willow, grass, T

_Zif-m S.
S/
The view—from—this site—is excelle _gg-it islelevatled above the vialley

floor by more than 100 meters. To the north the view covers more than 7
kilometers of the John River Valley. The views to the south and east
are somewhat obstructed by rising terrain while the view to the west
encompasses the flood plain of the river.

The site was located as the result of surface reconnaissance. The surface
area of the site is roughly 100 meters?. The site contains both historic
and prehistoric cultural materials. The historic aspect of the site
consists of ax cut alder or willow boug?izij6“6 which 1ie in relatively

cTose™proximity to what appears to be a (tent ring. The remains of a
{ hearth 1ie 5 meters south of the tent ringw—-Other rock structures at
\the site consist primarily of double or single boulders which may have
been used to weigh down a windbreak or may have served as shooting rests.

However, no cartridge casings were observed in the site area.

These rock features are located at the northern end of the site. At the
southern end of the the site a wooden pipe bowl and partial stem, carved
from the local willow, was found.

The rock structures, the pipe, the -hearth, and possible tent ring
are presumed to represent late¢prehistoric and/or nT@tOrié\occupation(s)
of the site by Nunamiut Eskimo,™- - o

Prehistoric materials consist of two flakes of the ubiquitous black
chert, a quartzite cobble with an associated flake, one of three struck
from end of this oblong cobble, and an obsidian end blade missing the
tip. These materials were observed at the northern end of the site
within a 3 meter? area.
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Hydration analysis of the obsidian end blade suggests the age of the
artifact is ca. 2500 years. This date is in keeping with the artifact's
morphology which indicates association with an Eskimo Continuum culture.

The site probably served in both historic and prehistoric times as a
hunting overlook. The face that the site is situated centrally, relative
to the valley axis, makes it a strategic location for observing and
intercepting game (caribou) passing through the valley. It is interesting
that the site has been utilized a number of times over the past three
millennia suggesting the reasons for the site's existance remain the same
today as 3000 years ago.

~Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appears
low. At present the site does not appear to the threatened by any adverse

impacts.

Tent Rivg Remains

)
>
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WIS-170 (continued)

wWIrs- [#0

HAnD <prUed Willow Prpe

WIS-171
Site Elevation: NWl/4, SE1/4 Probable Site Type:
1800 ft. Section 11 Lookout
T35N, R21W
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown ' Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located 1.6 kilometers southeast of the John River/Publituk
Creek confluence on the middle and most prominent of three bedrock outcrops
which have been somewhat rounded by glacial activity. The site is located
on the promontory at the southern end of the outcrop.

The view offorded by this elevated site is unlimited to the north and south,
up and down the John River Valley. The view of the immediate vicinity,
within 1 kilometer of the site, is excellent in all directions.

The vegetation on the site is typical of well-drained localities with

low woody and herbaceous plants, grass, lichen, and moss. Dwarf birch
is also prominent in low lying surface depressions.

- 44 -



The site was located as a result of surface reconnaissance. Twelve

black chert flakes were observed scattered over an area 24 meters?

lying on, as well as protruding from, the vegetation mat/mineral soil of
the site surface. The flakes appear to be the result of core or cobble
reduction. No test excavations were initiated, although, the possibility
of subsurface cultural material being present is good.

The elevated nature of the site and the presence of flaking debris suggests
the site served as a lookout. The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes
cultural or temporal assessment of the site.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appears to
be Tow. At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any
adverse impacts.

E—
t?!},

rPFGBlb]e SitelTxpe:

Site Elevation:

1565 flt. U Lookout | |
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Culfa;él
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

The site lies on the top of a small knoll which is perched on the edge of
the Publituk Creek gorge. The site location is approximately 120 meters
east of, and 15 meters higher in elevation than WIS-166. The view from
the site is excellent extending at least 10 kilometers to the north, one
kilometer to the south and valley-wide and east and west.

The majority of the surface of the site is vegetated by a sparse cover of
grass, moss, lichen, low herbaceous plants and scattered dwarf birch and
willow. Numerous, small mineral soil exposures are present.

Cultural material was located at the site through visual inspection. The
site consists of an area about 4 meters?. Several large flakes of the
locally abundant black chert were found scattered about the area.

The site probably served as a lookout. The chert may have been picked
out of the gravels at the site and worked while the person watched for
game.

Site significance is low except as the site relates to the local suite of

sites. The site appears to be in little danger of adverse impact by
natural or human forces.
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WIS-173

Site Elevation: SW1/4, SEl1/4 Probable Site Type:
1650 ft. Section 2 Lookout
T35, R21IW
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

The site lies atop a small kame which is roughly 40 meters in length and
10 meters wide. WIS-166 lies 150 meters to the west while WIS-172 lies to
the south at a distance of 100 meters. The top of the kame is easily 50
meters above the valley floor of the John River and Publituk Creek.

The view from the site is panoramic and extends up river a distance of

10 kilometers.

The surface of the site is thinly and sporadically vegetated by grass,
lichen, lants an me scattered dwarf willow and_
birch. [Mu f \the site is\exposef 71 1) soill, pebbles,

cobbles |and smayl S.
incllu ed*a‘Llack and aj gray

serwed\on s
chezi lake/ c e two flakes lie on the
hile fl core \is\on the north end, 3% meters distant.

Cultural material
chert flak
south end—o e kame

Little else can be said about the site. Two different types of chert may
represent more than a single occupational event. No cultural or temporal
assignment can be made for the site due to the lack of diagnostic artifacts.

The site appears to be in little or danger of impact from natural or
human elements. The site's significance is low except as it relates to
the local suite of sites.

WIS-174
Site Elevation: SW1/4, SW1/4 Probable Site Type:
1750 ft. Section 1 Lookout
T35N, R21W _
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

The site is located on a till-mantled, terraced, bedrock outcrop
approximately 200 meters east of WIS-178. At its closest, the John River
lies 2 kilometers to the northwest. The deeply entrenched Publituk Creek
lies 550 meters to the south while the mouth of the same creek lies
slightly more than 2 kilometers to the west. The site is elevated about
100 meters above the John River Valley floor. From this elevation the
site provides an excellent view of 360°. VYenituk Creek can by seen 8
kilometers to the north while views to the east and west extend to the
valley walls. To the south the view is blocked by higher terrain about

1 kilometer distant.
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The surface of the site is relatively smooth and slopes slightly to the
west. Roughly 90% of the surface is unvegetated and is composed of
exposed mineral soil, spalls and plates of the shale bedrock as well as
pebbles, cobbles and small boulders which comprise the glacial till.

Cultural material at the site was located through visual inspection of

the surface. At the datum location two chert flakes, of the black material
locally abundant in the glacial gravels, were noted. Sixty meters from
datum on a bearing of 266° mag. a large biface fragment, also of the local
black chert, was observed protruding from the surface. At the biface
location some fragments of large diameter willow were observed but it is
impossible to know if the presence of the willow is the result of cultural
activity.

The paucity of cultural remains at this site may indicate its association
with WIS-183, an exceptionally large site, located 200 meters to the west.

Site sigmiffictarce\is 1pw except\as the/site is rella theé_gﬁtes in |
the loca Reseafch pqggn ial at/ thys\site dppears to be ext eMely

low. At|present] the sfite does-not appedr \to\ be trreéféﬁéq by any ady erse
impacts.

I

WIS-174
Artifacts - Actual Size

LT

Cross Section

Biface rragmenf
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WIS-175

Site Elevation: SW1/4, NW1l/4 Probable Site Type:
2080 ft, Section 12 Lookout
T35N, R21W
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

The site is located atop an east-west oriented linear bedrock feature
which lies about 200 meters above the John River Valley floor. The John
River lies 2.5 kilometers to the west-northwest and WIS-174 lies slightly
more than a kilometer away in the same direction. The confluence of
Publituk Creek and an unnamed northern tributary lies 400 meters due south.
Although well elevated, the site is tucked far enough back into the
mountains that the view is restricted to the Publituk Creek/John River
confluence and the first 3 kilometers of the Publituk Creek drainage.

The surf s{te appears\glacia in_nnié}n in_that Lﬂé}
bedrock i r 1113a d is gomewhat bumpy ﬁn appearance jas |the
result af “mouads from a/metar in depthto]a meter [in

height. wall vegetated
dwarf bi : i ig royghily 5
plant covers—Mdny ar se

,2\usua] lywith willow alnd
ated by a thin and disdontinuous
il present. -

[t was in these exposures of mineral soil that cultural material was
noted. Cultural material was located in two areas of the site; around
datum location at the eastern end of the site and 65 meters from datum

on a bearing of 284° mag. At datum an area 4 x 7 meters produced numerous
flakes of black, green, and gray chert as well as several flakes of
obsidian. In addition this location produced three large black and one
gray chert biface fragments. Associated with the biface fragments is a
possible obsidian microblade fragment. The second locality, to the west
of datum, covers an area less than a meter square and contains a

small scatter of less than a dozen black chert flakes.

Two test pits were excavated: #l a meter south of datum and #2 one
meter west of datum. Both test pits were 15 cm? and excavated to a
depth of 8 cm. Test pit #1 produced a black chert biface fragment while
both test pits produced several black, gray, and green chert flakes.

The site seems best suited to have been a game lookout, quite possibly
associated with caribou hunting in the Publituk drainage. The variety

of lithics present, dominated by the local black chert, suggests more
than a single occupational episode occurred at the site.- Although no -
definite diagnostic artifacts were observed, the presence of a microblade
(possible) may indicate a minimum age for the site of ca. 2000 years

Site significance is low except as the site may be related to activities
at a major site, WIS-183, some 1600 meters to the west-northwest. At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.
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WIS-175 (continued)

WIS-175 '
Artifacts - Actual Size

Biface Fragments

Black Chert

&

Cross Section
"~ Black Chert

Gray Chert

Cross Section

Cross Section

Black Chert
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WIS-176

Site Elevation: SE1/4, SE1/4 Probable Site Type:
1500 ft. Section 2 Lookout
T35N, R21W
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiiiation: Unknown

The site lies on one of a series of bedrock outcrops slightly more than
100 meters east of WIS-172 and about 250 meters southeast of WIS-183. A
deeply entrenched portion of Publituk Creek 1ies 60 meters to the south
and 40 meters belaow site level. The confluence of the John River and
Publituk Creek lies 1.5 kilometers to the west northwest of the site.

The view from the site is panoranmic. To the north the valley can be
viewed for a distance in excess of 6 kilometers. To the west the view is

limited [0 the vgtie 1 while he south—-higher ground limits _
the view t iNometer pr—tess. Rou kilometecs_af:ﬁhe Ttuk |

drainagd can be\ seen to Epe/das .
The site lfes /gﬂ ea;ﬁ;ﬁé§tét3endi til)l anteled bedrogk |
outcrop |pe d on the northern ed ubligig_Creek gorge. | The
outcrop “s—roughly 106-meters—Hong s 15=20 meters in L_J
width. The surface is quite even, although, overall it slopes gently to
the west. The site surface is thinly vegetated by a cover of moss,
lichen, grass clumps, low herbaceous plants, and in low spots robust
growths of dwarf birch and willow. At least 50% of the site's surface

is exposed mineral soil. containing the pebbles, cobbles, and small boulders
of the till as well as platey spalls of the shale bedrock.

Although the location is an ideal spot for either a camp and/or a lookout
the site appears to have been infrequently used. This may be due to the
fact the WIS-183, 250 meters to the north, so dominates the local area
that surrounding site locales were little used. The site consists of a
thin scatter of about a dozen chert waste flakes covering an area

of 1 meterZ. The flakes are small and are of the local black chert. No
formal artifacts were observed.

The lack of diagnostic material precludes any cultural or temporal
assesment. Very probably the site is associated with activity at WIS-183.

Site significance is low except as the site fits into the general site

pattern of the local area. The site does not appear to be thereatened by
any adverse impacts.
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WIS-177

Site Elevation: SE1/4, NE1/4 Probable Site Type:
1800 ft. Section 11 Lookout
T35N, R21W
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located atop a bedrock outcrop 200 meters south of Publituk
Creek and 1.6 kilometers east-southeast of the creek's confluence with
the John River. The west and northwest facing slopes of the outcrop are
composed of a slope of bedrock rubble.

Vegetation on the site is sparse, with low growing alpine and ericaceous
plants covering roughly 50% of the surface. The view from the site is
unlimited to the north and extends for over two kilometers to the west.
Views to h anj“east are blocked by risi i

rising terrain..
) ] Ll ]
qule urfac léﬁzp ct1on£offthe area. Mg1$gle

The site was di§covered
gray chelrt |flake was bserved- ear the western ed
other cu ateridl was gbserved. lack of diagnostic art1fa¢ts

preclude soral or |cu tueg. sse sine f he site. The locatxon‘of the

site suggests—it serv s a

The location of the site suggests it served as a lookout. Site significance
is of a local nature and research potential is low. At present the site
does not appear to be threatened by adverse impacts.

wn

WIS-178
Site Elevation: SW1/4, NE1/4 Probable Site Type:
1710 ft. Section 1 Lookout
T35N, R21W
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located on a large rock outcrop 2 kilometers northeast of
confluence of Publituk Creek and the John River. The John River lies 800
meters to the west of the site and a large site, WIS-183, lies 725 meters
to the south. The view from the site extends for roughly 5 kilometers up
and down the John River Valley. The views to the east and west encompass
the valley walls. The outcrop exhibits a sheer face on the west which is
elevated 12 meters above the surrounding country.

Vegetation at the site is rather sparse as much of the surface is exposed
mineral soil, gravel, cobbles, small boulders, and fractured bedrock.
Erosion is active at the site as the result of slope wash and ground
squirrel burrowing.
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The site was located as the result of visual inspection of the surface.

A lanceolate projectile point of black chert was observed on a promontory
on the west face of the outcrop. Fifteen small waste flakes of black

chert were observed in a shallow blowout/erosional depression 12 meters
southeast of the projectile point. While it is reasonably well made the
projectile point appears to be unfinished. A small portion of the slightly
expanding base is missing, presumably broken during manufacture, and

there is little secondary edge retouch an no edge grinding. The nearby
waste flakes appear to have resulted from the manufacture of the projectile
point. No subsurface testing was initiated. ‘

The location of the site as well as the cultural material suggests that
it served as a lookout. The lack of diagnostic culturai material precludes
cultural or temporal assessment of the site.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low. At

present appea suffering—from erosinnal_ffﬁivityl However,
given the paweity\of ¢ ]Tﬁijf>m terial bhe sitd no mitidative action |

is recom erded:)

———
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WIS-179

Site Elevation: NE1/4, NW1/4 Probable Site Type:
1820 ft. Section 12 Hunting BTind/Windbreak
T35N, R21W
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located roughly 250 meters southeast of WIS-174 and 400 meters
north of Publituk Creek. The confluence of the John River and Publituk
Creek lies about 2 kilometers to the west-northwest. The site lies on

one of a group of ascending, till manteled, bedrock outcrops which begin
slightly less than a kilometer east of the John River and rise up the

east side of the valley along the northern margin of the Publituk Creek
gorge.

The viewrfromthe site—i -qﬂi g good. QSewveral kilometers of the John

River vall n Re seen nd belgw the Publitu "eek co jjuencgi;]
The view to the\west ils £0m1t djonly bty Mhe valle 11 while thehbiéw to
the east| i3 obstrutte meters dista risi __jnt J ;

The sitg a onf ine to\a mal eV e terracette of bedroc wﬁwch
is thini by cobbles, bl and skadl bouliders of glacial |
origin. Vegetation is quite sparse and consists of moss, lichen, and
grasses, and a robust clump of dwarf birch.

There is little doubt that the site is related to WIS-183 which lies
slightly more than 500 meters to the west,

The site consists of what appears to be a collapsed windbreak or blind
similar to those present at WIS-183. Two gray chert flakes were found 2
meters to the west of the blind. The blind/windbreak was made by standing
on edge a number of flat, platey, slabs of shale bedrock and leaning

them against a large squarrish boulder of iimestone. The walls of the
structure would have been about 2/3 of a meter in height and encompassed
an area roughly 2 x 1.5 meters.

Little else can be said concerning this site. The site's significance

is its probabale association with WIS-183. The site appears to be in no
danger from either natural or human forces.
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WIS-179 (continued)
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WIS-180

Site Elevation: NW1l/4, NW1/4 Probable Site Type:
1900 ft. Section 2 Lookout
T35N, R21W
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

The site lies on an abrupt bedrock outcrop which juts from the valley
wall roughly 130 meters above the valley floor. The John River lies 700
meters to the east while the river's confluence with Publituk Creek is
located approximately one kilometer to the south southwest.

The view from the site is excellent. To the north the John River valley
can be seen for a distance of several kilometers. To the south the
valley can be seen in its entirity for a distance of more than eight

kilometers:——The view to—the-west 1s limited by t Auﬂiiﬁ]wal and_
extends (fo 7nij\‘eve al rhun i%? meters., Yo the east Pub tukﬁﬂcgek(cﬁn;

LiEg of Jarcheglggical sites bordering it.

be seen fas|well\as\ the s

The surflace of th si}:ﬁ's, 'n\gener 1 “aspect, even [aTthough bumpyl. |The
bumps are therestlt ¢f yegetatiion ¢1 i togetpen and holding thhe
thin soit—immounds. h o e dﬁnggzngfm he sitle is exposed nmineral

soil, bedrock, and bedrock spalls. Vegetation at the site consists of
moss, lichen, low herbaceous plants, grasses and scattered dwarf birch
and willow. Frost action and the burrowing of ground squirrels has
initiated some minor erosion at the site. The western and southern
faces of the outcrop offer some shelter in the form of small rock
overhangs although there is no apparent evidence that they have been
used by humans or animals.

Cultural material was observed on surface thinly scattered over an area
roughly 26 x 8 meters. The majority of the material was concentrated in
the southwest quadrant of the site. This area is the promontory of the
site and the location of datum. Cultural material consisted of waste
flakes and artifacts of several varieties of gray and black chert. The
majority of the chert was of the black variety which is locally abundant
in the glacial gravelsi 'Two artifacts-were noted: the basal section of
a black chert 1agceolate projectile point and a portion of a black chert
biface of the bl ~-preform--variety«—The projectile point is basally
thinned, and the base and edges are lightly ground.

Little else can be said about this site. There were no diagnostic
artifacts noted and, therefore, no cultural or temporal assessment can

be made. Although the soil is thin, there is a good possibility that

some subsurface cultural material may be present. The fact that several
varieties of chert were present may indicate more than a single occupational
episode.occurred at the site.

Due to its lTocation, it is difficult to think of this site as being
anything but a lookout. The minor erosional activity at the site does not
seem to be affecting it adversly and it is doubtful that human impacts
will ever occur here.
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WIS-180 (continued)

WIS-180
Artifact - Actual size

Projectile Point Base

| ~ [ I —
— E > {.ﬁ L ]
- WIS %{ﬁx I
} SEl/4 Probable Sitg Type:
L~-"—N\\__Eec ion 33 Lookout j__J

Site Eldva

1500
T35N, R21S
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site lies on a gently northward sloping 125 meter long kame. The
kame is part of the chaotic morainal/kame topography which boarders the
east side of the John River for several kilometers north of the confluence
of Wasted Lynx Creek. The site lies approximately 500 meters northeast
and 70 meters above the confluence of Wasted Lynx Creek and the John
River.

The kame upon which the site lies is one of the most elevated in this
area of dead-ice glacial features. The long axis of the kame runs
northwest-southeast, the top averaging 8 meters in width,

The view from the site is excellent. To the south the. Hunt Fork Valley
is visible while the views to east and west are terminated only by the
valley wall., To the north the view is obstructed by higher terrain at a
distance of 1 kilometer.

The majority of the surface of the site is vegetated by a healthy growth
of lichen, moss, grasses, and low woody and herbaceous plants. There are
sizable but scattered growths of dwarf birch and willow. Spruce trees to
seven meters in height and up to 20 cm. in diameter are thinly and
sporadically scattered over the site. There is some evidence of past
wildfire activity in the local area. A large spruce tree near the site
was cored with an increment borer, the resulting core indicating an age
of about 188 years.
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There are a few mineral soil exposures along the length of the kame and in
one of these, on the prominence at the southern end some 1ithic cultural
material was observed. The cultural material consisted of about a dozen
flakes of the locally abundant black chert scattered over a 2 meter?

area. Another large black chert flake was observed on the western slope
of the kame 90 meters from the flake scatter on a bearing of 300° mag.

No other cultural material was observed.

Because most of the surface of the site is vegetated there is an excellent
possibility that subsurface cultural material is present. No diagnostic
artifacts were observed at the site and therefore no temporal or cultural
assessment can be made.

The site's location and cultural remains suggest that it served as a lookout.
It is difficult to assess site significance but at this level of investigation
significance appears to be limited to the site's relationship with others

o o1 thor et Z?"E“fﬁiﬁ“?‘éﬁie?.’t " 0 p-ladanggr of Aneact
UIETT AN |
T T 0 UL
L : 4 WYs-182 |

Site Elevation: NW1/4, SW1/4 Probable Site Type:
1515 ft. Section 36 Lookout
' T36N, R21W
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site 1ies on a terrace on the east side of the John River 2.8
kilometers north-northeast of the confluence of the river and Publituk
Creek. The surface of the terrace is elevated 12 meters above the river
which lies 200 meters to the west. The view from the site is best to
the south extending as far as the mouth of Publituk Creek. The views to
the east, west, and north are less extensive due to rising terrain.

The surface of the site is patchily vegetated by lichen, moss, and
scattered grass. Numerous mineral soil exposures are present, many
the result of ground squirrel activity.

The site was located as the result of surface inspection. A single waste
flake of the ubigutous black chert was observed in a mineral soil exposure.
No additional cultural material was observed and no subsurface testing

was undertaken.

The lack of diagnostic cultural material precludes cultural or temporal
assessment. The site's location suggests it served as a lookout.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is very

low. At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse
impacts.
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WIS-183

Site Elevation: SE1/4, SE1/4 Possible Site Type:
1700 ft. ' Section 2 Caribou Hunting/Seasonal
' T35N, R21W Base Camp
Site Age: Late Fairbanks Meridian Possible Cultural
Prehistoric/Protohistoric Affiliation: Unknown, but

Possibly Indian

This site is located on, around and about a prominent bedrock ridge 400
meters north of Publituk Creek and 1.6 kilometers east of its confluence
with the John River. The village of Anaktuvuk Pass lies 37 kilometers
north at the head waters of the John River.

This five hectare site covers a range of topographic elements including
(area "A") at the north facing slopes of the east trending schist bedrock

ridge (are the most—elevated oval anea_aL_LTe west end of the
ridge an ") 4 bread.r Flat_areal comprising the
central portEon af ite Fs well draindd &nd wind
swept mgst|commgnly by trHe pr i i “*j:]

The vegetati 0SS thEﬁg:ie is pat gragwing in expos%ﬁ reas,
and onl } y more—ontinu 7 Laneas. Area "A'{ cpnsists
mainly of exposed bedrock with abundent 1ichen growth, sparse grasses and
patches of low growing dwarf birch. Mosses are the predominant ground
cover for stable parts of the slope, but active rock weathering, slope
processes, and strong prevelent wind from the north keep vegetation to a
minimum. Area "B" along its northern boundary is similar in overall
character to area "A", but lacks appreciable slope. The leeward side
exhibits a fairly continuous grass/moss groundcover, with dwarf birch

along the southern boundary. Frost action and wind have kept the western
end of the ridgetop virtually free of vegetation. Area "C" is characterized
by a thin moss cover over a thin deposit of glacial till and glacially
scoured bedrock.

To the north of the site poorly drained tussock tundra is present, with
willow and alder occupying seasonal stream courses. The site is located
near or at both elevational and latitudinal tree line. Spruce are dense
in the valley bottom of the John River west of the site but extend only

a few hundred meters north of the Publituk/John River confluence. Poplar
and birch also occupy the river bottom setting. Isolated stands of
poplar are present at least 9 kilometers north near Yenituk Creek.

The view from the site is variable. Area "A" is oriented toward the north

and the view in this direction is extensive, well over 5 kilometers.

Area "B" provides the most extensive view from the site, a 360° view for

more than a kilometer in any direction, and more than five in most directions.

Area "“C", like "A", has its best view to the north. The view west is blocked

by the high ground of Area "B" and the views east and south, though extensive,
are not as good.
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The site was discovered during surface inspection of the area and proved
to be a very extensive and complex series of features. Over a period of
5 days in early June the site was surveyed and recorded. An area by
area description follows.

Area "A":

Along the northern flank of the east trending ridge at least 20 individual
circular, semi-circular or one-sided rock-stacked features were found.
Seven separate groups of features were identified and span 250 meters
along the east-west lobe of the ridge. Group #1 at the northwest corner
of the site is composed of a T configuration of five rock-stacked features.
These features are presumed to be hunting blinds and will be referred

to as "blinds" in the remainder of this report. At the northwest corner
of the site is a steep bedrock cliff over 5 meters in height. An apron
of debris and rubble occurs at its base sloping generally northwestward
at 15-20°, At the base of the apron, three circular blinds oriented

along a t 1lin spaged evenly-at 50-75 vals__from one
another. R me|sures r 1y\one meter is diamete nd the wall hgigﬂﬁs
are simiflla 0 The/ structunal/\elements|are blocks of bedrock
debris derjved from the apron.” In general the blgcks rectagu/lar or
simply angular. arfl bfrcm sArubs bu§t moss f ccupy the

ers and elevatjional
measurements of 2 and 5 vertical meters lie the remaining two features
of this group. Both appear to have been constructed by removing blocks
from the apron and stacking them around the subsequent cavity producing
much deeper blinds than the three at the foot of the slope. Also these
features are roughly square with diameters less than one meter, but with
depths exceeding 0.5 meters. Other than the features themselves no
other cultural meterials were observed at group #1.

Group #2, located between 30 and 70 meters east of group #1, is composed
of two circular blinds and one possible cache. The slope angle of the
ridge lessons to the east and the debris apron is much broader and slopes
northward at an angle of 5-10°. At 30 and 70 meters east of group #l

are located individual blinds of similar construction to these described
from the lower three blinds of group #1. The possible cache, located
midway between the two blinds of group #2, was built into a natural
fracture of a very large bedrock block. The fracture opening measures
2.5 x 1.0 x 1.3 meters (east-west x north-south x depth). Sheet-like
slabs of bedrock measuring up to 1.7 x .75 x .10 meters apparently served
as roofing. Several narrow poles of spruce, 50-60 cm. in length and

one large segment of spruce measuring one meter in length and 15 cm. in
diameter. were found in the cavity. The largest piece was wedged between
a roof slab and the base of the pit possibly serving as a structural
member. The large spruce pole exhibits, at one end, clear evidence of

ax cuts. The ax blade used to modify the log left distinctive marks
indicating a blade length of between 4-5 cm. No other cultural materials
were observed in the cache or blinds.
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Group #3 is located 25-40 meters east of group #2 and consists of four
circular blinds constructed of blocks removed from the 10-20° sloping
debris apron and stacked around the subsequent cavity. These blinds are
the largest and most detailed of any blinds at the site. Each blind is
spaced roughly 12 meters apart and these are oriented in such a way that
their configuration forms a rhomboid shape, 25 meters (N-S) x 15 meters
(E-W). They measure roughly 1.5 meters in diameter and .75 meters in
wall height.

Group #4 is located 20-25 meters east of group #3 on the west side of

the saddle that leads onto the broad flat area comprising area "C".

These two blinds are oriented to the east, facing the saddle area. One
has been excavated from the talus slope, is square and measures 1.5
meters across with a wall height of 0.5 meters. The other blind consists
of a single slab measuring 1 x .4 x .05 meters and was apparently propped
up to form a single wall blind facing east.

Group #5| 1 ated acrogst addle
farge befrock blocks avi;§ggﬁl d off flat topped bedrock platea

leading soyth agross area "A"« The :

provide fbunde overl but tke only Adentifiable blijpds are individual
rock-stacks; denefally ome sided an )] nd\ grouped in pairs. hese features
are not as evident or stanttal urther west.

Thirty meters northeast of group #5 are two blinds similar in character

to those to the west. These blinds are oriented on a north-south line and
measure approximately 1 meter across with wall heights of 0.4 meters.

Both are roughly circular in shape, but are not as well defined as the
blinds to the west.

Fifty meters east of group #2 is a bedrock ocutcrop which forms the eastern
side of a second smaller saddle leading south to area "C". A 3 meter

long fracture, running north-south in the outcrop creating a gap with a
1.5 meter high bedrock wall, provides excellent cover from the northwest.
Four boulders were stacked at the southern end of the fracture extending
the blind to the south. A line of rock cairns (inuksuk) leads south

from this blind for approximately 30 meters. These cairns are composed

of three to four boulders spaced at 3 to 4 meter intervals. The blind

and inuksuk comprise group #7.

Beyond group #7 to the east the ridge is less well defined and the terrain
is rising in general in this direction. No further features were observed.

Area "B":
The most elevated portion of the ridge is located at its west end. This
portion of the site measures 75 meters (east-west) by 40 meters (north-south).

At the northwest and southwest corners of the ridge, two black chert
flakes were located in deflated areas. Several large slabs of bedrock
were found on the highest part of the ridge top. These slabs were
overlapping one another in a way that indicated a cultural modification.
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Two of the largest slabs were lifted exposing several caribou long bone
fragments in a good state of preservation. It is unclear whether this
is truly a cultural feature, but the large size of the slabs and the
lack of others 1like them in the area, i.e. the context, suggests this is
a cultural feature.

Area "C":

The most extensive part of the site covers the central and southern
portion of the ridge which is a broad, relatively flat area measuring’
75-100 meters (north-south) x 100 meters (east-west). At the southern
end of this area a spur of the.-ridge extends to the south for 50-75
meters. A series of at least(ten features termed ‘dwelling uni;%" were
found both in groups of two orthrée as well as indiVvidual-features.

Beginning at the northern end of area "C", nearest the saddle of area "A" is
a group of three dwelling units (6,7,8). The dwelling units are characterized

by a centratty—locate of fire-gragked rochammmuL associated _.
with callciged~Qone and wy flakes of/ejther green 8),Lhlack |
chert (6,7) or juartz crystab (7). arg not numerousJon the
ground sjurface, but mdy occur<dn mor ' thin The thin vdgetation

mat. A perimeter /of

edFocR) slabs
rofn the edge
re larger & an_most tent rin

found in the Central Brooks Range, and have less well defined circular
perimeters. The diameters range from 4 to 5 meters. The hearths are
large covering an area between 2-3 meters? and are marked by tightly
grouped concentrations of fire-cracked rock. The eastern two features
(6,7) clearly show three superimposed hearths, circular in outline, with
the largest in the center of the dwelling unit along a north-south line.
This may indicate re-use of these features. The western dwelling unit
(8) has a linear hearth spanning 2.2 meters (north-south) x 1.5 meters
(east-west). All three dwelling units have two or three large bedrock
blocks displaced from the northern. The significance of these blocks is
possibly related to wind direction, strong from the north, and may have
served as anchors for a semi-conical skin structure. Each hearth also
has two or three blocky cobbles near its center. Beneath these rocks
bone fragents in a fairly good state preservation were observed. These
bones were either unburned or only slightly charred and much larger -than
the scattered bone fragments in and around the hearths. Beneath a rock
at the southern end of the dwelling #6 a small scrap of hide with fur
attached was found.~ _The fur was tentatively identified in the field as
beaver. I the ceﬁzbal feature (#7) at site datum, a small bone awl was
found. Twé tch-thos’were located near the northern perimeter of dwelling
" (#6). The baﬁieus/ﬁultural materials were found within the permeter of
the dwelling units, and were generally in close proximity to the central hearths.

priesent at distdnces
. {In general thg features

Five meters to the east of this group of dwelling units, running eight
meters to the south and two meters wide, a concentration of bones and
bone fragments was observed. A thicker moss ground cover as well as low
growing dwarf birch and willow attest to the enriched organic content of
the soil which may be indicative of a small midden deposit.
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Just south of this area is a poorly defined feature of abundant surface
bone fragments and bedrock blocks (#4) arranged in no particular pattern.
No indication of a hearth was noted and the nature of this feature is
unknown. At the southern edge of the main part of area "C" on a slight
rise, is a large dwelling unit (#5). The hearth in this unit spans
nearly 4 meters (north-south) x 1.5 meters (east-west) with two large
bedrock blocks on either side of its center. The rocks comprising the
perimeter of the dwelling unit are predominantly along the north and
south ends of the hearth area in lines running east-west. The northern
line is seven meters long and the southern line is 5 meters long, converging
toward the western side of the feature. Two large rocks are located

east of the hearth area, giving the general dimensions to the feature of
4 meters (northsouth) by 5 meters (east-west). A concentration of

black chert flakes within a meter west of the north end of the hearth

lay at the base of a boulder. A black chert core was located two meters
south next to the hearth, surrounded by additional flakes. Abundant

bone fragﬁ@ﬁf§ﬁwqre sc e—tearth and—a%-%he-sou pn-end-
of the featffurew !

o

Fifty me douthern jend of afe “c",
is a fea ith a cent£ earth which |is
smaller fi : ' bone fragments wer
observed j tindous mat of moss

caribou lichen. A green chert retouched f]ake a quartz crystal flake
and a black chert flake were located around the southern end of the
feature. The perimeter rocks appear to be circular in outiine and are
more numerous along the northern side.

To the northeast, following the rising terrain for 45 meters, a feature
(#10) quite similar to those to the west and south in size and shape was
located. This feature exhibited a central hearth containing bone fragments
and black chert flakes.

The spur ridge which runs south for 50-75 meters beyond the main part of
area "C" accounted for more dwelling units (#'s 1,2) and between these

two features a third smaller concentration of rocks was located. This
portion of the site is more protected from the north winds, and a fairly
robust moss cover occurs within the features, thus obscuring the central
hearth area. The presence of the large blocks associated with the hearths,
however, was observed. To varify the presence of a central hearth a 20
cm? test pit was excavated in the center of the eastern feature (#1).
Below a 5-10 cm. thick moss cover fire-cracked rock, charcoal, burned
bone, black chert and quartz crystal flakes and four fragments of

an antler projectile point were recovered. These fragments fit together
to form the distal and part of the mid-section of a well-made projectile
with a diamond-shaped cross-section. The silty-loam below was an oxidized
reddish brown grading into an unaltered sandy-silt which capped the

till. At the north end of this feature a large rock was lifted from the
surrounding moss and revealed an additional hearth matrix, including two
basal fragments of a second antler projectile point. The presence of a
large interior hearth was then verified, and the diameter of the dwelling
unit is 4 x 4 meters, which is comparable to the others to the north. A
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quartz crystal core was found at the north end of the feature lying next
to one of the perimiter rocks.

Five meters west of #1 is dwelling unit #2. This unit also has a robust
moss cover in its interior, however, no testing was conducted to verify
the presence of a central hearth. Two large blocky rocks were located

in the center of the feature which may indicate the presence of a hearth.
The dimensions of this unit are roughly 3 x 3 meters, with the majority
of the perimeter rocks along the north side. The nature of the rock
concentration between these two features of unknown, but may represent a
hearth.

This site presenté several interesting questions regarding its age,
cultural affiliation and number of occupations. Clearly the site was
used for hunting caribou. Given the location of the blinds along the

herds arg sout 1ght infer-the site durtgg~hhﬁ_
fall in ’nter igrating caribou. t1ve1yj_]
atur s)(20) 11ings$ u 1ts (10) might

high nu
support t re comtemporaneous, part|of
em\arisses), MOWever, as Eﬁ oting
11

: i hat t
the sam ( i ep SO
blinds are'o aEe dEﬁ: th irearms, and the dwel{ling
units cl indi 11 ! nol . The possibillity

of a "mixed" techno]ogy, however, can not be entirely dismissed without /

further research. Dating the samples of charcoal collected from the
various dwel lings may shed some light on these questions.

The question of cultural affiliation is also a difficult one to answer.

The dwellings are atypical of most known tent rings in the Brooks Range

in terms of size and the presence of large interior hearths. A]sp, S
three boulder spall scrapers (Tch-thos) were observed within twg” of the
dwelling units. Such artifacts are most typically associated w%ﬁnnéfgépascan
material culture. The lTocation of the site at latitudinal tree 13 ay

or may not be coincidental, but generally the extent of the Athapascan

sites are confined to areas within or proximal to forested terrain.

The site is not currently being impacted by natural or cultural forces.
Further research at this site would help in making a determination of
elegibility for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places.
Adverse impact at this site should be mitigated.
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WIS-183 (continued)
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WIS-183 (continued)
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WIS-183 (continued)
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WIS-183 (continued)
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WIS-184

Site Elevation: SE1/4, SW1/4 Probable Site Type:
1510 ft. Section 2 Lookout /Camp
T35N, R21W
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located on the north side of Publituk Creek on an ancient
terrace remnant which projects westward into both the John River and
Publituk Creek flood plains. The confluence of the creek and river lies
800 meters to the west of the site and a large site, WIS-183, lies 800
meters to the east. The site offers an excellent view to the north
encompassing at least 6 kilometers of the John River Valley. The view to
the west overlooks the flood plain of the river and the valley wall. To
the east and south the view is limited to several hundred meters by
rapidly i | ,“]

About 80 a1 thy mat of lichen
moss, an ants and]clumps df dwarf

birch. ) i \y ‘ ps [are present, mostly
on the n| i
. I i

The site was located through visual inspection of the surface. Three
large flakes of black chert were observed in a mineral soil exposure near
the western end of the terrace. No additional cultural material was
noted on surface and no subsurface testing was undertaken.

The site's location suggests that it could have served as a loockout and/or
camp. The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes any temporal or cultural
assessment of the site.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low. At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.

WIS-185
Site Elevation: SW1/4, SW1/4 Probable Site Sype:
1525 ft. Section 12 Lookout
T35N, R21W.
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located on the western edge of an old river terrace which

was formed by the action of both the John River and Publituk Creek. The

edge of the terrace lies 375 meters east of the modern channel of the

John River and 30 meters above flood plain level. Publituk Creek lies

350 meters north of the site. The view offered by the site to the north

and the south is quite good extending between 4 and 6 kilometers. To the
east and west the valley walls 1imit the view to a distance of one kilometer.
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Vegetation at the site consists mostly of cotton grass tussocks with some
moss and lichen present along the terrace edge. A few scattered spruce
trees are present as well as some dwarf birch and willow. Most of the

site area is vegetated, although, along the terrace edge there are numerous
mineral soil exposures resulting from ground squirrel activity and thermal
degradat ion.

g .
Tpé/site was discovered as the result of visual inspection of the surface.
Eighteen flaKes of black and gray chert were observed in a 2 meter?l
mineral SDT% exposure on the terrace edge. No additional cultural material
was obsérved in the area and no subsurface testing was undertaken.

The site's location suggest that it served as a lookout. The lack of
diagnostic artifacts precludes any cultural or temporal asessment.
However, the variety of lithic material at the site may indicate that
more than—’ cupatrona' nt occurred-there. S

I e

Site Signi icance \is qf A 10 al /natureg esearcth Ebtentia] app%ar o
]ow. At] present the s1té"ﬂbei not appear\tq be twrea?gﬁg? by any jadverse

impacts. _~J
' L.

I

WIS-186
Site Elevation: NEl/4, SE1/4 Probable Site Type:
1650 ft. Section 14 Lookout
T36N, R21W
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located 200 meters southwest of the Yenituk Creek/John
River confluence on a descrete knoll, 100 meters west of river. A large
accumulation of talus lies on the mountain slope directly behind site.
The surrounding terrain slopes gently to the east with an abrupt slope
at the river's edge.

The surface of the knoll is only partially vegetated. Vegetation consists
of grasses, low woody and herbaceous plants, dwarf birch, and tussock
tundra which surrounds site. The view is reasonably good in all directions
except to the west where the mountains block the view.

The site was located by inspection of the surface. Two b]ack chert flakéé
were found atop the knoll in an area of 150 meters2. The lack of d1agnost1c
artifacts precludes temporal or cultural assessment of the site. The

site's location suggests that it served as a lookout.

Site significance is of a local nature and the research potential is low.
At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.
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WIS-187

Site Elevation: NW1/4, SW1/4 Probable Site Type:
1480 ft, Section 5 Lookout
T34N, R21W
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This multi-locality site is located on a low east-west trending ridge which
dog legs to the south near its western terminus. The site lies 1 kilometer
west-northwest of the tight bend in the John River just above its confluence
with "Kukluk Creek" and 1.7 kilometers north of Hunt Fork Lake. The

view from the site is good to the north but is limited, by trees, to the
local area in all other directions.

The site area is vegetated by scattered spruce, stunted birch, dwarf
birch, carfbnu\lgchen,“erowberry, and r low woody and herbaceous plants.
r

Vegetation . about f the surface\of the|si L“%queg,ggged o
areas occuL around thg b ngSof some spruceg trees and as the
result gf ground spuifgrel burrowing. ]

The-sitg-was—tocated iigEE;\Eesult f v insp%ijion of the sunface.
(f]ake S ~0f the all un hert_gccur sporadicill
along the central portion of the ridge. About 20% of the flakes exhibit

cortex suggesting cobble reduction was occurring at the site. No diagnostic
artifacts were located, therefore, no culutral or temporal assessment of

the site can be made. The location of the site suggests that it served as

a lookout. The presence of five descrete flake scatters suggests that the
site experienced a number of occupational events.

Site significance is of a local nature an research potential appears to
be low. At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any
adverse impacts.

\\\\\\

WIS-18%

Lo 20m g
f n

Y
Zi2= SURFACE FlaKE ScAMTER

Iy
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WIS-188

Site Elevation: NW1/4, NW1/4 Probable Site Type:
1250 ft. Section 8 Unknown
T34N, R21W
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located at the western end of an east-west trending, well-drained
terrace edge. The John River is downslope 200 meters to the east-southeast,
and its confluence with the Hunt Fork is 1.6 kilometers to the southwest.

Hunt Fork Lake lies 3/4 of a kilometer to the southwest of the site.

The vegetation at the site consists of spruce, paper birch, dwarf birch,

l1ichen, crowberry, cranberry and other low herbaceous and woody plants.

The surface of the site is completely vegetated. Evidence of past wildfire

activity[ris—abundant. "Thewvieu>from the—site is best_t i;th,_al ugh
4,

it is qujte cured by t . \All other directigns

minimal yigw. /> :i fa '
eyinspectfion. JBeneath h

upturned{ roots of/a fa ru e f b]aﬁiﬂFhert were obsEried.

Two 20 chétes pits we of cm., one, 1 meter

east of the surface flakes, the other 5 meters to the southwest. Both

test pits proved to be culturally sterile. Several ax and saw cut tree

stumps were observed in the site area and indicate a period of more recent
use.

The site st digcovered u]t Q st
11
exc

The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes any temporal or cultural
assessment of the site. The function of the site is unknown, although,
its close proximity to the river may indicate it was a short term camp.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appears to
be low. At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any
adverse impacts.

WIS-189

Site Elevation: SW1/4, NE1/4 Probable Site Type:
1149 ft Section 7 Camp
T34N, R21W
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

" This site is located on a relativey flat-topped, lake-edge, bluff or
terrace which parallels the northeastern shore of Hunt Fork Lake. The
bluff is composed of a somewhat sandy, well-drained soil which overlies a
matrix of glacially deposited gravel, cobbles, and boulders interspersed
with some slabs of the local schist bedrock. The bluff, as well as the
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500 meter long lake, appear to have been formed by the Hunt Fork when
that river flowed 700 meters north of its present channel and against the
steeply rising southern flank of Cairn Mountain. The bluff is roughly
350 meters in length and extends westward from a point 50 meters east of
the east end of the lake. The top of the bluff lies 15 meters above the
lake and its southern face plunges very steeply to the water's edge. Off
the northern side of the bluff the terrain rises gently at first grading
into wet, hummocky/tussock tundra, scattered black spruce and hybrid
birch and then rises more abruptly toward the mass of Cairn Mountain.

The bluff is widest, about 50 meters across, at the location of the USGS
bench mark "Hunt Fork" located roughly 100 meters west of the east end of
the bluff. The width of the bluff tapers to no more than 5 meters at
both ends and averages about 35 meters over the majority of its length,

The surface of the bluff is about 90% vegetated. The understory consists

eing 4ssociated with
, lground squirrgl burrows
ildfire activity.

Several 1living spruce in the area were cored with an increment borer,
The cores suggested that the large spruce near the water's edge at the
base of the bluff had survived the most recent burn, their ages being
ca. 200 years. The largest spruce trees on the top of the bluff appear
to be ca. 100 years old and probably post date the most recent burn to
occur in the area. Burned snags, stumps, and chunks of chared wood and
charcoal are visible, scattered about the surface of the bluff.

The view from the site is excellent to the south encompassing Hunt Fork
Lake, the confluence of the John River and the Hunt Fork and the John
River Valley for a distance of more than 7 kilometers. To the west
approximately 6 kilometers of the Hunt Fork Valley is visible while to
the north and east the view is blocked by rising terrain after a distance
of less than a kilometer.

The site was located as a result of visual reconnaissance of the surface
of the bluff. Evidence of human use of the locale is apparent dating from
prehistoric through modern times.

Evidence of prehistoric use is thinly scattered over the entire length of
the bluff, with several concentrations apparent, which include artifacts
and waste flakes of black,..gray, white, and brown chert, green rhyolite,
dark gray basalt, andg”black and ;Eﬁdish brown obsidian. In addition, the
remains of several d?ehistoric heafths were also observed. All of the
prehistoric cultural material-wa$ observed on or protruding from the
surface in unvegetated or very sparsely vegetated areas. At least four
concentrations of prehistoric cultural material were located along the
bluff.
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Locality "B" lies at the eastern end of the bluff. Cultural material was
observed in an exposed area along a break-in-slope and in areas where

soil was exposed by uprooted trees. The area encompassed by locality

"B" is approximately 20 x 10 meters and relates only to exposed material.
No subsurface testing was initiated at this locality, however, subsurface
material may be present over a large area. Cultural material at this
Tocality included black and reddish brown obsidian and white, black, and
gray chert waste flakes. Several of the obsidian flakes exhibited a

small amount of cortex. Several isolated pieces of fire-cracked rock were
also observed, although, it is impossible to determine, given past wildfire
activity in the area, if their origin is cultural or natural.

Roughly 40 meters to the northwest of locality "B: lies locality npdn,
The surface cultural material at this locality covers an area of 5 x 10
meters and includes a number of black and gray chert waste flakes, a
large flake of green rhyolite (?) which may have been used as a tchi-tho,
and a coficent ion of/fire=cracked rocks— The fire-cr i rogk-was_. ...

observed| p ding throygh—a ldcally fobust moss |and—lichen growt |
x 0.75 mpters iN area. ir3ailm test /pift\ wis excdvafted to a depthj off 20
ipn\a

cm in the fire-dragked rock cercentrati produceg, i) addition to
fire-cracked rogk, oxidized Joil, ash, caal, 4nd fragments of purned
bane. th §\{Sre affactpd materta attfagepth suggest(in
that it\was cultural rather t na i nd probably repreésented
a prehistorijc hearth.

Approximately 80 meters to the west of locality "A3" 1ies locality AZY
The most apparent features of the locality are two hearths, one modern

and one prehistoric. The hearths are separated by 3 meters and are
surrounded by black chert waste flakes as well as modern cultural detritus.

Indications of modern use are present over the entire site as well as the
general Hunt Fork area. However, the locality "A2" §s the locus of

the most intense modern use at the site. The area appears to have been
the base camp location of the USGS crew that established the "“Hunt Fork
VABM" in 1955, This area of the site appears to receive use from both
subsistence hunters and trappers as well as recreationalists.

Hunt Fork Lake is often the drop-off point for park visitors floating the
John River, A well established portage trail runs from the east end of
the lake, passing just below the east end of the site, to the John River.

Seventy meters to the west of locality "A2" lies locality "Alv 0 This
locality consists of a thin scatter of waste flakes associated with a
scraper/knife and a large biface fragment all of black chert. This
locality encompasses an area of 5 x 10 meters and lies athwart the
the bluff's southern break-in-slope.

Roughly 40 meters to the north of locality "Al", locality "AO0" ties near

the northern margin of the bluff, This locality is quite probably an
extention of locality "Al" but is not visually (surfically) connected.
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Locality "A0" is the apparent locale of subsurface archeological testing
conducted by Jack Campbell in 1958. It appears that the vegetation mat

had been cut into several strips and then rolled up like a_carpet, exposing
the organic/mineral soil in an area approximately 4 meters?. Cultural
material, which Campbell obviously did not collect, was observed in the
soil still adhearing to the rolled up root mat and in the sparsely
revegetated area from which the vegetation had been stripped. Cultural
material consisted of numerous large and smali chunks and flakes of black
chert and a single mwcroblagé fragment. The lithic cultural detritus

could literally be measured by the pound, so numerous and large were some po

g

of ‘the pieces.

Campbell (personal communication, 1985) has stated that this site is one he
visited in 1958 during an archeqlegical survey of the area and was the
bas1s for the establishment of the Toyuk Comp]e;? Campbe]], in his PhD
o, reports that—the site Ties—=fourdir _abogve -canfluence
of the Jph the Hunt , however) his admissi e lbcation. is!

incorrect.| On Yhe\ basiis|of sfite testing\(Tpcality “A0") and exami ag1

Campbel 1| noted that the ImeVervsh d Sitel was represented b few
artifact|s inclduing crud ppers, microblages, urin-1ike tool,

the base ofa we made pro ?%cti]e i Cappbe} 1 [also noted tha he
site con “No orga material he, ref , felt it to He older

than Ipiutak but more recent than Denbigh (Campbell, 1962).

Twenty-seven years later only slightly more data exists concerning the
site. The presence of microblades suggests a minimum age of 2000 years
BP for at least one occupation of the site. Evidence is too meager to
allow any speculation regarding cultural associations.

The site is without question one of the few large manifestations to be
located a]ong the 80 kilometers of the John River Valley investigated
during ‘the summer of 1985. The evidence suggest that the site has been
used repeatedly over at least the last six or seven millennia. The site's
strategic location at the confluence of two major streams, as well as its
view potential; southern exposure, and well-drained stable geologic
structure suggest its role was multipurpose. The site very probably was
used as both a long and short term camp and base of operations for a
variety of endeavors.

Site significance can be considered at least moderate in a regional sense.
The possibility of extensive subsurface cultural deposits renders research
potential high. At present the only adverse impact, possibly, threatening
the site is from recreational users. Recent human activities in the site
area appear to have had little negative effect with the possible exception
of unauthorized collection of surface artifacts. However, past impact of
this type is unmeasureable and therefore conjecture. Any adverse impact
occurring at this site should be mitigated without delay.
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WIS-190

Site Elevation: NW1/4, SW1/4 Probable Site Type:
1900 ft. Section 34 Lookout
T35N, R21W
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located 2 kilometers east-northeast of the confluence of
Wasted Lynx Creek and the John River approximately 300 meters north of
creek. Here the deeply incised creek enters its canyon before reaching
the John River . .The site is situated on a bench-like shale/limestone
bedrock outcrop perched on the valley wall. The outcrop is oriented so
that the best view of the surrounding country is toward the west and the
open glacial terrain near the confluence of the creek and river. The
site lies well above the glacial topography to the west which gradually
slopes tlowar e rivdgr, ) ] ——

The vegeta at \the siEg_jg compose Tow dwarflbifch along tie
‘ ?Eeg

margins |of rop with orndy scaytered, \clumpy, BafEﬁks of moss,

lichen, |grp her5§§e us plan n the s:;JEEé.
A single Chert waste ke w he y cul al erial observel_aL the

site. The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes cultural or temporal assessment.
The site's location suggests that it served as a lookout.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low. At present
the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.

WIS-191
Site Elevation: NW1l/4, NE1/4 Probable Site Type:
1325 ft. Section 8 Cache
T34N, R21W
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
ca. 100 years B.P. Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located on a bedrock outcrop on the south side of an unnamed
creek which heads in the mountains near Pamichtuk Lake and flows eastward
into the John River. The confluence of the John River and the Hunt Fork
lies 2.5 kilometers to the southwest. The confluece of the creek and the
river occurs 600 meters west of the site. The site 1ies on the westward
projecting point of the outcrop approximately 50 meters above the flood
plain of the river.

The site overlooks the river flood plain which is vegetated by willow,
spruce, poplar, and birch. The view to the north encompasses the John
River Valley for about 6 kilometers. Views in other directions are
obstructed by trees. If the trees were not present the site would provide
a panoramic view.
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Vegetation at the site is quite robust and includes spruce, poplar, birch,
willow, and dwarf birch. The understory is composed of moss, lichen, and
low woody and herbaceous plants. The thick vegetation is punctured along
the western edge of the site by exposures of bedrock. Evidence of past
wildfire activity is observable throughout the area.

The site was located as the result of visual inspection of the surface.
The site appears to consist of a single feature, a cache fashioned from a
natural cleft in a bedrock exposure. The cache measures 1.0 x 0.8 x 0.5
meters. It appears that most of the cap stones, slabs of bedrock, had
been removed at some time in the past and stacked neatly along the cache's
northern edge. Two slabs of bedrock remained in place at the northern
and southern ends of the cache. Supporting the southern slab was a short
stout, stick, obviously placed there as a structural member. A 10 cm.
thick moss layer lined the bottom of the cache, below which was frozen
soil. A 25 cm? test pit was excavated to a depth of 20 cm., 4 meters
r

east of thecache. The it was cyttyrally sterile [ __]

The sitd appea have ser}ed as a gaghe locatianjand possibly d lookout.
The fact] that a|wopden support membe reasent 5ug§é§t3]the caclle s no
older than|100 yegrs.| Np ¢ ItWra] 3 i l

is izjsTbié.
Site sigmificarice is 6f-a local natk esearchjpotential is lowl At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.

-
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WIS-192

Site Elevation: NWLl/4, NW1/4 Probable Site Type:
1420 ft. Section 4 Lookout
T34N, R21W
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located on the south side of Wasted Lynx Creek atop a knoll
which is part of the chaotic glacial topography surrounding the entrenched
portion of the creek. The confluence of the creek and the John River
lies about 200 meters to the west of this site. The site lies on the
promontory of the knoll, about 50 meters above the river flood plain, and
provides a fine vantage point. The view to the south is best, extending
down river as far as the Hunt Fork. The views to the north and east are
partially or completely blocked by rising terrain after a distance of
roughly ~«+-ometer, ' -
1 ]

Approximately 70% of the|surflace of tHe Aite is vegehated. Vegetdtiéh is
healthy jbut thin apd incTudesYichen, mos§, \grass, 1ow Wopdy and herbaceous
plants, and som at cattered spr , birch, ian

erpd” f birth!
poplar are esernt.| Minerpl s i1~equi__es iiﬁ common and mdy be
the resutt—of-past wildfire detivi L]

The site was located as the result of visual inspection of the surface.

a 4 meter? area at the northern end of the knoll contained a possible
microblade fragment, a flake core, and a dozen waste flakes. Thirty
meters to the south a single large chert flake was noted. All cultural
material was black chert with the exception of a single flake of gray
chert. Two 20 cm? test pits were excavated to a depth of 8 cm.; one
adjacent to the flake scatter and the second 15 meters to the east. Both
test pits were culturally sterile.

The site's location suggests that it served as a lookout. The lack of
diagnostic artifacts precludes temporal or cultual assessment.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appears

low. At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse
impacts.
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WIS-193

Site Elevation: NW1/4, NWl/4 Probable Site Type:
1530 ft. Section 4 Lookout
T34N, R21W
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site lies on the spine of a kame in the chaotic glacial topography
which borders the south side of Wasted Lynx Creek. The confluence of the
creek and the John River is about 350 meters to the west of the site
which lies roughly 85 meters above the valley floor. From its elevated
position the site offers an excellent view to the south extending beyond
the Hunt Fork. To the north the view is somewhat more restricted being
limited to about 2 kilometers by rising terrain. To the west the flood
plain of the river and the valley wall are visible while to the east the

by high M [

seMeral hundred met
Vegetation|in the sitqg a Q;Q ists pof /acattered sdgggg_of spruceg, tnd a
few birdh r. egetatio cludes ¢iwarf bifch, low |wopdy

and herbaceous ntsy m ss, 1iichen gra S. hg surface of the site
for roughly 10 méters {onf eithen si spine| off the kame, is
unvegetated., This minéral sott ex
meters.

The site was located as the result of visual inspection of the surface.
Cultural material was observed scattered along the unvegetated portion of
the spine of the kame. A total of 18 flakes were noted, the majority of
which were black chert. No subsurface testing was undertaken, however,
some subsurface cultural material may be present.

The site's location and the cultural material suggest it served as a
lookout. The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes temporal or cultural
assessment. The variety of lithic material present suggests more than one
occupational event may have occurred at the site.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low. At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.
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WIS-194

Site Elevation: NE1/4, SE1/4 Probable Site Type:
1750 ft. Section 33 Lookout
T35N, R21W
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located on the eastern edge of the chaotic glacial topography
which borders the entrenched portion of Wasted Lynx Creek. The site lies
slightly less than 2 kilometers east of the creek's confluence with the
John River, between two rocky spurs which project from the creek's southern
bank. The site sits about 40 meters above the deeply entrenched creek

and offers a good view in all directions except to the south.

Vegetation at the site consists of dwarf birch and alder on the slope and

lichen, low herbaeequs planu5~on_t§§]to -
; p that r ghlEfZE% ?ijike

bank. T i isr sparse ahd patchy s
surface i arfeal is §nv getated

The site

material r an 20/bla shert fllakes was thinly [scattered
along the—stope of the—ban atdistancelof roughly 10 meters. LN
subsurface testing was undertaken.

hr ugh visual A tign of t'é"§UrLace. Cyltural
mpre th a
k .

The site's location suggest that it served as a lookout. The lack of
diagnostic artifacts precludes any temporal or cultural assessment of the
site.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appears
low. At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse
impacts.

WIS-195
Site Elevation: SW1/4, SW1/4 Probable Site Type:
1300 ft. ' Section 33 Lockout
T35N, R21W
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown , Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located on the edge of an old cut-bank of the John River 150
meters north of the confluence of the river and Wasted Lynx Creek. The
active channel of the John River liies 200 meters west of the site. The
cut-bank is almost shear and is composed of weathered limestone and

shale bedrock. The top of the bank stands 20 meters above the valley
floor. The view from the site is limited to the local area by surrounding
trees and shrubs,
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Vegetation at the site consists of spruce, birch, poplar, willow, alder,
and shrub birch. The understory consists of a healthy mat of lichen,
moss, grass, and low woody and herbaceous plants. Vegetative cover is
complete except along the break-in-slope at the top of the bank where
erosion has exposed a 2 meter wide strip of mineral soil.

The site was located through visual inspection of the surface. In the
mineral soil exposure at the edge of the cut-bank, a single waste flake of
gray chert was observed. No additional cultural material was noted an no
subsurface testing was undertaken.

The location of the site suggests that it served as a lookout. The lack
of diagnostic artifacts precludes any temporal or cultural assessment of
the site.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low. At

present FHE'sTfé\g:es hot appear to be atened'by*any—aqverfe~%mpact33
VLD — |
/j — < ] | ’
— afs | B

Site Elevation: SW1/4, NW1/4 Probable Site Type:
1480 ft. Section 33 Unknown
T35N, R21W
Site Age: Fajrbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

The site lies roughly 1/2 kilometer due north of WIS-181 and 400 meters

east of the John River. The confluence of the John River and Wasted

Lynx Creek lies 1 kilometer to the south and 70 meters below site elevation.
The site is located on a low lying kame amid an area of stagnant ice
depositional features which occupies the western 1/2 of Section 33.

Because this topographic feature lies lower than most of the surrounding
terrain the view from the site is very limited except to the west where

a small portion of the river valley is visible as well as the western

valley wall,

The site area is quite flat, the small kame being almost square in shape.
Ninety percent of the surface of the site is unvegetated and appears to be
somewhat deflated. What little vegetation is present, consists of

clumps of grasses, lichen, moss, and low herbaceous plants. The margins
of the site support a relatively robust growth of dwarf birch and some
willow.

Black and gray chert waste flakes are thinly scattered over the surface

of the site in a l5meter4 area. The vast majority of the flakes are of
the locally abundant black chert.
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Little more can be said about this site which probably served as a flaking
station and may be associated with one of the other nearby sites. Even
though some subsurface material may be present the significance of the
site is low except as it is associated with other iocal sites. The site
does not appear to be in danger from any natural or human impacts.

WIS-197
Site Elevation: - SE1/4, NW1/4 Probable Site Type;
1550 ft. Section 33 Lookout/Quarry /
T35N, R21W -
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cu]tura]

Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

st of|the John River. | The
ted Lynx/Creak lie rqggﬁzy one killometer

1ity 4A" of the sita_lfes
on the highest topographic feature in the area, approximately 100 meters
above the valley floor. An excellent view of the John River valley as
far south as the Hunt Fork is available while the views to the north and
east are limited to the local area. To the west the view is 1imited by
the valley wall.

The surface of locality "A" is 75% vegetated. The vegetation mat, however,
is quite thin and the pebbles, cobbles, and small boulders of the till
often poke through. The steep sides of the kame are primarily exposed

till with just enough vegetation present to prevent serious erosion from
taking place. Vegetation at the site consists of grasses, moss, lichen,
and low herbaceous plants. At the south end of the kame some willow and
small poplar are present. The surface of the kame is relatively level

and averages about 5 meters in width.

Cultural material consisting of several varieties of the local black
chert, white, gray, and green chert as well as several flakes of obsidian,
one worked, were observed on and protruding from the surface.

While scattered over the 60 meter length of the kame the majority of the
1ithics (black chert) were concentrated near the promontory which is

also the widest portion of the site., At this location cultural material
is thickly scattered over a 6 meterl area. There are many large flakes
and partially reduced cobbles of the local black chert present suggesting
that the chert nodules were being quarried from the glacial till and
reduced on site.

The other yariefies of chert are concentrated more to the north end of the

kame and these flakes are few in number and small in size. There is no
indication that their origin is the till which comprise the kame. Further
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{ quarried from the till and reduced on-site.

to the north lies the obsidian, roughly 10 meters north of the promontory.
The obsidian is represented by two small flakes and a larger chunk exhibiting
some cortex. A 15 cm® test pit was excavated at the obsidian location

to a depth of 6 cm. below surface. No subsurface obsidian or other cultural
material was recovered.

One description will suffice for all of the additional localities B, C,

D, and E. All of these are small, low lying, level, glacial features

which 1ie adjacent to locality "A". Locality "B" lies 75 meters to the east
southeast, locality "C" 40 meters to the west, locality "D" 105 meters

to the west-southwest, and locality "E" 120 meters to the south-southwest.
All are exposed glacial till with only a very small amount patchy vegetation
present. All appear to have had one or two cobbles of local black chert

The flaking detritus is

very localized on each locality covering no more than a meteré area.

| The view from all these localities is very local due to their low elevation

in relatfion to

In genergl |it ;ﬁpe rs that t J}gr‘avel
being quarfied, jon/a vlery_smakl scal

which were|redycCed on-site.

] ]
lacfial features wgr

least spme of

The quafrying may represent a single pcgupational
episode. e exeeptidn to tHis|may/hgve been\Locality "A" which alls

had exotic chert flakeS as welT as Locality "A'Lmay

have been utilized as a lookout at numerous times in the past.

No diagnostic artifacts were observed at the site therefore no temporal
or cultural assessment can be made. However, the presence of obsidian may
make a hydration date possible.

The significance of the site is local in nature and based on its association

with other local sites and its place in the general subsistence pattern,
The site appears to be in l1ittle danger from natural or human impacts.
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WIS-198

Site Elevation: SW1/4, NW1/4 Probable Site Type:
1515 ft. Section 33 Quary
T35N, R21W
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site lies 250 meters west-northwest of WIS-197 and approximately 125
meters south of WIS-196. The John River lies about 400 meters to the

west and 70 meters below site elevation. The view from the site is
restricted to the local glacial topography in all directions except to

the west where the valley wall and a small portion of the river are visible.
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The site is located on a low lying kame which is surrounded by more
elevated glacial features. The surface of the kame is quite flat, rising
gently to the west. Vegetation is sparse, the majority of the site being
exposed mineral soil and the pebbles, cobbles and small boulders of the
glacial till. Vegetation consists of grasses, moss, lichen, and low
herbaceous plants. Some dwarf birch and willow border the site as do a
few scattered spruce.

Cultural material was observed on surface and consisted of large flakes
and chunks of the local black chert. This lithic material was concentrated
in an area of about 2 metersZ.

It appears that, like other sites in the area, the chert nodules in the
glacial gravels are being quarried and to some degree reduced on site.
There appears to have been only one episode of use at WIS-198 which may
coincide_with the chert quarrying at the other local sites.

No diagrostic artyfacts Wereg ocated therefore no ‘Ttur;g or or +~:
assessmgnt| can be \mad ignificande is of @ local pature o ny

The site dpes npt Japp be in dang f 1mpac—_Jrnmmnatural oJ hrman
L

forces.

WIS-199
Site Elevation: NWl/4, SW1/4 Probable Site Type:
1500 ft. Section 33 Lookout/Flaking Station
T35N, R21W
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

The site lies about 400 meters south of WIS-197 and 800 meters north of
the confluence of the John River and Wasted Lynx Creek. The John River
lies 400 meters to the west of the site and 70 meters lower in elevation.
The view from the site is excellent to the south, extending for several
kilometers beyond the Hunt Fork. To the west, the valley wall and a
small portion of the John River are visible . To the east and north the
view is limited to the local glacial topography.

The site is located on a series of southward and westward projecting
lobes of a large kame which is perched on the bluff edge. The area
encompassed by the site is roughly 100 meters2. The surface of the site
is a series of relatively flat-topped, gravel deposits separated by very
shallow willow/dwarf birch choked drainages. The majority of these
gravel deposits are poorly vegetated by a thin, intermittent, mat of
grass, moss, lichen, and low herbaceous plants. Spruce, up to 7 meters
in height and 20 cm in diameter, are scattered in solitary fashion over
the site area.
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Cultural material was observed on surface, scattered very thinly and
sporadically over the entire site area. Cultural material consisted of
waste flakes of black, gray, and cream chert, as well as a powder gray
rhyolite and a reddish gray basalt. Several flakes of obsidian were also
observed. The vast majerity-of Tithic material was of the Tocal black
chert. A projectile(ﬁgint base’ and several biface fragments were located
on the southern most\brnjétfing lobe of the kame which appears to be the
only definite focus of activity at this otherwise impoverished site.
Datum was established at this location. The biface fragments and the
projectile point base are made of the local black chert and all lie
within one meter of each other.

A single test pit; 15cm2, was excavated to a depth of 5 cm, four meters
from datum on a bearing of 334° mag. A small flake of obsidian was the
only cultural material recovered.

S
The edges and base have been ground and an attempt at basal thining has
been made. The break appears to have resulted from impact.

The site as a | } statien—Th
variety i iAT sHggests t ional ts-—
occurred a i 5 with other s \in the| ldcal area it appears
the gladia ing{most gf aw lithic material for tool
manu facfur

The projectile point late style. J

No diagnostic artifacts were observed at the site and, therefore, no
temporal or cultural assessment can be made. The site appears to be one
of the very few in the local area to have served as more than a quary
area/flaking station and to have had more than one or two occupational
episodes. Significance is local in nature. The site does not seem to
be threatened by natural or human impacts.

WIS-199
“Artifact - Actual Size

Projectile Point Base
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WIS-200

Site Elevation: NW1/4, NW1/4 Probable Site Type:
1220 ft. Section 8 Camp
T34N, R21W
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

The site lies about 1.5 kilometers northeast of the John River/Hunt Fork
confluence on the west (right) side of the John River. An intermittent,
deeply incised, small creek flows east 100 meters north of the site. WIS~
188 lies 400 meters to the northeast and WIS-189 lies 400 meters to the
west southwest.

The site is situated on a very low rise on a relatively non-descript

stagnant—te—{glacial gso.ll_ u1tﬁf1n1n.ﬂnd
11;&31£;ﬂct1 vity in tnk

rocky and gtmest \dust

area roughly 50\years pded by a mixtur
mett in heigh

In the wake of theg wi

moss, grlassesy apd 1o

is very hummacky as the result of trees being uprooted following the

wildfire. '

spruce, (birch, andj as
infin thold whil
sgcurely established.
Some wil%tow—and dwarf P §urface of the site

The view from the site is totally obstructed in all directions by trees.
However, prior to the arrival of trees in the area, some 5000-6000 years
ago the site would have offered a view of the John River to the east as
well as the Hunt Fork confluence to the south.

The site was located as a result of surface observation. Numerous black
chert flakes were seen protruding through the soil and thin vegetation
mat. Surface indications suggest the site is roughly 3 x 4 meters in
size. A single test pit directly adjacent datum produced a soil

profile typical of wildfire areas consisting of very oxidized friable
mineral soil (all organics burned out) heat fractured rocks, and chunks of
charcoal. The test pit was 15 cm® and was excavated to a depth of 6 cm.
Several black chert flakes and some pieces of burned bone were found in
the test pit.

The site may have served as a camp site as it is only 125 meters from an
old river terrace. No diagnostic artifacts were observed therefore no
temporal or cultural assessment can be made. Site significance is low
except as it relates to other area sites. The site does not appear to be
in any danger from natural or human impacts.
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WIS-201

Site Elevation: NW1/4, NE1/4 Prabable Site Type:
1980 ft. Section 10 Lookout
T34N, R21W
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located on the top of a bedrock outcrop on the north side of
an unnamed creek valley. This creek, which heads in the mountains north
of Pamichtuk Lake, joins the John River from the east at a point about
midway between Wasted Lynx Creek and the Hunt Fork. The confluence of the
unnamed creek and the John River lies 3 kilometers to the west of the
site. The south face of the outcrop is shear and rises about 6 meters
above the surrounding country. The view from the site is local except to
the east and west, up and down the creek valley.

—

Vegetation da_the sitd ap ea\co ists o hick growth of Willpw and
alder at| the base \of the outcro and patcji_cover of 113heh
moss, and grassjon| tog. 'More an b f\ the surfa of:}he outcriop
exposed mineral/sgil cs_[edﬁi;zu — | |
The sitd-was—tocated 2 It v1sual nspggJion of the sudface.

Several black chert flakes were observed in an unvegetated area on the
southeast end of the outcrop. No other cultural material was noted and
no subsurface testing was undertaken.

The site's locations suggests that it served as a lookout. The lack of
diagnostic artifacts precludes cultural or temporal assessment of the site.

Site significance is of local nature and research potential is low. At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.

WIS-202
Site Elevation: NE1/4, NE1/4 Probable Site Type:
1950 ft. Section 9 Lookout
T34N, R21W
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located about 800 meters east of WIS-201 and 400 meters east
of an unnamed creek. The confluence of the creek and the John River lies
approximately 2 kilometers to the west of the site., The site sits on top
of a bedrock outcrop which is manteled by some remnent morainal material.
The outcrop is 200 meters in length and slopes gently downward toward the
west. Site elevation is sufficient to provide good views to the east,
west, and south for distances in excess of 6 kilometers. The view to the
north is blocked by higher terrain.
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Although sparse and patchy, lichen, moss, and grass make up the primary
vegetation. Dwarf birch and willow are scattered about the site area.
More than 50% of the surface area consists of exposed mineral soil,
gravel, and bedrock.

The site was located as the result of visual inspection of the surface.
Cultural material consisting of about 20 black chert flakes, a scraper
and a biface, also of black chert, were observed on the easternmost 30
meters of the outcrop. These artifacts were observed in unvegetated
areas and no subsurface testing was undertaken.

The site's location suggest it served as a lookout. The lack of diagnostic
artifacts precludes cultural or temporal assessment. Cultural material
at the site suggests it was associated with hunting activities.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low. At
present fEhe STte does Mot appear to be thneatened by any-adverse-impacts,

WIS-202

7 DN

Black CherT
BifAce

AcTuAL SizE 8LAack CherT
\\W SCRF\PER
Y

AN
WIS-203
Site Elevation: SW1/4, SE1/4 Probable Site Type:
1980 ft. Section 4 Lookout
T34N, R21W
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located on a bedrock outcrop roughly 400 meters northwest of
WIS-202. The site lies on a bedrock outcrop perched on a southern slope
overlooking on an unnamed creek. The confluence of the creek and the
John River lies 2 kilometers southwest of the site. The site's location
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and elevation combine to provide an excellent view of the surrounding
country. The view to the south and west is spectacular including much of
the Hunt Fork, its confluence with the John River, and at least 7 kilometers
of the John south of the confluence. The eastern view encompasses most

of the creek valley while to the north the river can be viewed up to

Wasted Lynx Creek.

Willows and alders are fairly dense on the slopes above and below the

site. Scattered spruce trees are present on the outcrop and about 60%

of its surface is covered by a mat of lichen, moss, grass, and scattered

low woody and herbaceous plants. Bedrock exposures, cobbles, gravel,
boulders, fractured bedrock, and mineral soil make up the unvegetated areas.

The site was located as the result of visual inspection of the surface.
Two flakes of black chert were observed in an unvegetated area. No
additional cultural material was observed on surface.

A 20 cm? cavated\to a dgpth\of 10 ¢m. in the vicinity of éne
of the w proved o be ulﬁu 1y steqile. |

The site that it/s d s a |o ~ The lagk of
diagnost]i recludes lany cultural assessment] of the

site.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low. At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.

WIS-208
Site Elevation: SW1/4, NW1l/4 Probable Site Type:
1200 ft. Section 8 Camp
: T34N, R21W
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located 110 meters southeast of WIS-200. Hunt Fork Lake lies
700 meters to the west while a burned cabin locale lies 40 meters to
the east. Less than 100 meters east of the site flows the John River.

The site is located atop an old river terrace, the second and apparently
the oldest of a succession of abandoned river terraces. The site lies
roughly 20 meters above the present river level. Vegetation at the site
consists of a healthy mat of lichen, moss, grasses, and low herbaceous
plants. Spruce and birch are quite numerous although not overpowering

and do not exceed 10 meters in height or 20 cm. in diameter. Some dwarf
birch and willow are also scattered about. There is quite a bit of
wildfire evidence present in the site area such as toppled trees (uprooted)
exposing a desiccated and oxidized soil with numerous charcoal chunks in
the soil matrix. The surface of the site is relatively flat and does
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not display the wildfire after effect of churning as severely as does

the ground further from the terrace edge. Despite the presence of numerous
trees, the site affords a reasonable view of the river to the east and
south. To the west and north only the mountains are visible.

Cultural material consisting of large and small flakes and chunks of the
ubiquitous black chert, was observed in a 2 meteré unvegetated area at
the break-in-slope of the terrace face. A single brown chert flake was
observed among the black chert flakes but no formal or diagnostic artifacts
were observed. Datum was placed adjacent the flake scatter. A possible
fragment of fire-cracked rock was observed near the flakes but due to
past wildfire activity it would be impossible to make an assumption

about the culturality of the rock. A 20 cm? test pit was excavated to

a depth of 12 cm., 4 meters west of datum and yielded no cultural material.
A similar sized test pit, immediately east of datum, yielded several
flakes and chunks of black chert at a depth of 2-4 c¢m below surface. No
cultural| materta] was [0bServed. in the c11ng1ﬂg~t0 %he]rOﬂ%s—eﬁ~an -

overturned f‘éﬁ§3 metgrs “‘She south tum.
The sitq appears tp be a 11tt used/c flaking location. Two

di f ferent ype i che d1ca the octurrencd of more than |on
A 3

occupat1ona event., 1 e lac of d1 grfos 1 artifactls precludes any
cultural"“‘fempora\ dssessme site —*It shduld also be ndted
that the site is elevated enough so that if the occupation was pre-tree,
5000-6000 years ago, the view in all directions would have been excellent.

The site does not appear to be in danger from natural or human impacts.
The river floaters trail from Hunt Fork Lake to the John River lies 200
meters south of the site. The site's level of significance is related to
its association with other local sites.
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MAP AREA #2
JOHN RIVER VALLEY: HUNT FORk TO WOLVERINE CREEK

Camp #5 dJune 28 - July 5

We arrived at this camp via rafts from Camp #4. Camp #5 was located on a
gravel bar on the right side of the John River 1/2 mile above the mouth
of Wolverine Creek and 15 miles south of Camp #4.

Archeological survey was conducted out of this camp for a period of six
days during which time an area of roughly four square miles was investigated.
No archeological sites were located.

The distance between Camps #4 and #5 had not been anticipated to be so

great. Our air photo coverage of the region indicated some reasonably

good sitp Toca weregpresentialong thi ortion[e¥~%hem j ver —Howeve
this was W %j;-’ that aerfa hotogrzphy—paoild tE—be}s mewhat
misleadi e egfgbo site/lgcales unt]l we arrived in fth
Wolverin and_everthere /51 of gurvey fdiled to tufgn up

a single sfte. |

Between The Hunt Fork Wol in riveriis closely wa]ﬂe& on

either side by steeply rising mountains. No where along this 15 mile

stretch of river is the valley floor more than 1/2 mile wide.. The great
majority of suitable site locations are on the active flood plain and
therefore would not have survived the effect of natural forces for any

length of time. John Martin Campbell, who conducted a rapid 12 day
archeological survey of much of the John River during rhe summer of 1958,
commented that he found this particular portion of the river "truely
impoverished" in terms of archeological remains (Campbell oral communication,
1985).

Besides the topography being generally "wrong" for camping or lookout
locales, engaging in overland travel in this area is a truely horrible
experience. The following is an excerpt from one of the field notebooks;
July 4, 1985,

"The walking in this area is as bad as any I have seen in 16 years of working
in the Brooks Range. The surface is rarely level and is covered by a

mix of cotton grass tussocks, and knee to waist high dwarf birch, willow,
and some alder. The tussocks are of the broad or mushroomed top variety

and therefore .are impossible to stay on top of when walking. The tussocks
are also prodigious in size, 50% exceeding 18 inches in hieght and many

over 2 feet. In many cases the tussocks grow so close together that

their tops appear to form a carpet of grass. One or two steps on this
carpet proves it to be illusionary as you fall through where the camouflaged
tussock edges meet. Suddenly one leg is in a hole almost up to the

knee, while the other foot is desparately searching, usually in vain,

for something solid to brace on. In addition, knee to waist high shrubs
which further camouflage the tussock peril, and are constantly entwining
around feet and legs to trip and/or keep you off balance. Additionally,
thanks to an extremely wet summer, much of the area between the tussocks

is standing water and/or ice. Therefore when you go sprawling face
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first onto the tundra, which happens often in this area, with a

shotgun around your neck and a 30 1b. pack on your back, you generally

end up getting wet and muddy to your knees and elbows. Needless to say the
lack of sites in this are may have something to do with the lovely terrain.”

And finally: "This camp has proved to be nothing but bad news - tomorrow
we are going to move down river hoping for better country and weather."

Enough said.

Weather Data During the Survey of Map Area #2

TEMPERATURE °F

DATE  CAMP # LOW HIGH SKY WIND
6-28-85 5 44° overcast calm
6-29-85 5 N rain "\ 11 ]
6-30-85[] 5 \| 50° N \| clobdy, \rain, fog————| =~ '
7-01-85 5\ 49° /)1 rajn/ overcast| L__.___ | light
7-02-185 5] LN rdin/ (niver up|2 ft.) | '

7-03-85 Y/ 69" s| partiy cloudy 1ight
7-04-85 5 7 50° 6(0's| | pagtly cloydy breez
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MAP AREA #3

JOHN RIVER VALLEY: EAGLE CREEK TO MCKINLEY CREEK

-

Camp #6, #7, #8 July 6-21

We arrived at Camp #6 via rafts from Camp #5. Camp #6 was located on a
gravel bar on the left (east) side of the John River approximately 1/4
mile above the mouth of Eagle Creek.

Archeological survey was conducted out of this camp for a period of four
days during which time an area of roughly four square miles was surveyed.
A total of six archeological sites were located while investigating this
area.

The local reg10n is heavily vegetated and the topography varies from low

flats b the rrver-to\steep -fac edrock eu%epeps—whxiz;arem»~—?
suffering @mctive\erosion.—HWhile the yegetation js dense se 4 L S—
generally |drien than the Wolvepine Creek\rg&gion andj{the cross coupt

walking), d1though|not| good, 5 bett hese improved cdnditions| seemed

to be reflecte b the pres nc of ogical s1fes. A small portion of the

survey work—in by helicopter!

Al1 of the archeo]ogxcal sites 1ocated in th1s area are of the lookout or very
briefly occupied variety. None of the sites appeared to be comprised of
more than a few scattered chert waste flakes.

On July 10, we moved our camp, via rafts, about four miles down stream.
Camp #7 was established on an extemely large gravel bar on the left

(east) side of the John River. The mouth of Sheep Creek 1ay approximately
1.5 m11es,Le»£he\§gyth of this camp.

Wh11@ working the Ea;TS%Creek area it had become apparent that a number
of caves/rockshelters were present in the limestone outcrops which border
the left side of the river in Sections 2 & 11, T31IN, R21W, Fairbanks
Meridian. The caves, although fairly large, are somewhat difficult to
gain access to and are far enough removed from the river not to be overly
attractive for use as anything but an overnight camping locale or to
obtain shelter from bad weather. Investigation of the most attract1ve

of these caves produeced no evidence of human use.

Archeological survey was conducted out of Camp #7 for a period of three

days during which time an area of 1.5 square miles was investigated.

Although there were some well situated geomorphological features in the

area we were unable to locate more than two archeological sites. At

present the evidence suggests that there was low level use of the John

River Valley, below the confluence of the Hunt Fork, during prehistoric times.

The move from Camp #7 to Camp #8 was made via rafts, Camp #8 was located
on a gravel bar on the left (east) side of the John River Valley opposite
the mouth of McKinley Creek. Camp #8 was located about a mile down river
from Camp #7 which put it 9 miles south of the park boundary. This was
our final camp on the John River.
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A total of six days were spent working out of this camp during which time
an area of roughly 3 square miles was surveyed. Only one archeological
site was located as a result of the survey work.

Generally speaking, the topography of this area does not recommend itself
for overland travel. Much of the country is low and wet. Those areas
which are suitable for human occupation or use are usually at some remove
from the river.

[t is quite probable, in the past, that people traveling through the area
utilized the river for transportation as we do. As a result most of
their base camps, as are ours, would be established on gravel bars, the
traces of which the following spring's high water would obliterate.

Weather Data During the Survey of Map Area #3

TEMFA—FHP}’j /—\ 1 ]

DATE | CAMR # LO HI SKY WIND
7-06-B85 6] 4Q° ~80/ cleap \ ] calm
/-07-85 6/ 1 47° Mg#tﬁm@
/-08-85"+—6 /| b4° 1 \ ~gvercast, \ S 8 k.
7-09-85 & 40-s/ | lvércasti L] [
/-10-85 6 40's | /0's afternoon clear
/-11-85 b 50° /0's sunny, evening rain
7-12-85 / 44° clear
/-13-85 / 49° /6° sunny 11ght
/-14-85 8 54° sunny, afternoon rain
/-15-85 8 48° 65° sunny, few clouds N 6-8 k.
/-16-85 8 46° scattered clouds N 10-15 k.
/-17-85 8 5(0° /0's clear sunny 1ight
7-18-85 8 45° 73° clear sunny 1ight
/-19-85 8 45° 70's sunny 8 k.
/-20-85 8 40's | 70's [ sunny Tight
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WIS-204

Site Elevation: SW1/4, NE1/4 Probable Site Type:
1450 ft. Section 35 Unknown
T32N, R21W
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located on a limestone bedrock spur that is perched 160
meters above the floor of the John River Valley. The confluence of the
river and Tangleblue Creek is 2 kilometers north-northwest of the site
while the mouth of Eagle Creek lies slightly less than 2 kilometers to
the south-southwest. The view from the site is of the local area only
except to the north where the river valley is visible for at least 10
kilometers.

The majdrity oF te 1S vegetated modera though ——
open in |nat reg'ca e%xed birch, poplar, agd*spruée presant, I
The unde gs n, patc mat of )ighen, moss, gr ss, and
a few sg ody_and<perbac 0%?%&‘ nts. | The cen}ral cregt ff
the spun os%d b;iﬁ;ck i 0oil,| and gravel. is

Ther
some evidenCe of/past |willdfine lactifiyy in\the site (area. T_J
The site was located as the result of visual inspection of the area. A
large flake of clear obsidian and a small flake of black chert were noted
in an unvegetated area 40 meters east of the spur's promontory. A 20 cm?
test pit was excavated to a depth of 4 cm. near the location of the flakes
and proved to be culturally sterile.

The site may have served as a lookout although much better locations
exist nearby. The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes any temporal or
cultural assessment of the site, however, the obsidian may provide a
hydration date,

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low. At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.

WIS-205
Site Elevation: NW1/4, NW1/4 Probable Site Type:
1015 ft. Section 26 Lookout
T32N, R21W
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located on an old river terrace 800 meters northeast of the
confluence of Tangleblue Creek and the John River. The terrace, which
rises 15 meters above the valley floor, overlooks Tanglebiue Creek which
1ies 400 meters to the south. The view from the site is blocked by
trees in all directions but south where the river valley may be viewed
as far as the mouth of Eagle Creek.
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Vegetation at the site consists of a moderately heavy tree growth
including birch, spruce, and poplar. The understory is composed of moss,
lichen, grass, and low woody and herbaceous plants. Along the front or
western edge of the terrace are several large mineral soil exposures.

The site was located as a result of surface reconnaissance. A single
black chert flake was observed in an unvegetated area. No other cultural
material was noted and no subsurface testing was undertaken.

Cultural material and this site's location suggest it served as a seldom
used lookout. The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes any temporal
or cultural assessment of the site.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low. At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.

—\ ‘W . [-_]
jl WIS 2
Site E]JV&%%ﬁ . —~J 1/‘ SW1/4 Probable Sité Ttpe:

1050 ft. Seetton-28-1 Lookout
TFINTRETN—
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located on a terrace edge on the north side of Tangleblue
Creek. WIS-205 lies 500 meters to the northwest and the confluence of

the creek and the John River is 750 meters to the west-southwest. The
terrace stands about 10 meters above the creek and 12 meters north of the
mean high water level. The vegetation restricts the view to the immediate
area.

Vegetation at the site consists of birch and spruce with an understory of
moss, lichen, grass, and some low woody and herbaceous plants. The site
proper is almost 100% exposed mineral soil. Evidence of past wildfire
activity is apparent.

The site was discovered as the result of surface reconnaissance. Two
black chert flakes were observed just below the break-in-slope on the
terrace edge. .A single 20 cmé test pit was excavated to a depth of 8 cm.
on the terrace top several meters up-slope of the flakes, and proved to be
culturally sterile.

The site's location suggests it may have served as a lookouyt for hunting
activities along the creek. The lack of diagnostic arti ic%}s precludes
any temporal or cultural assessment of the site.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low. At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.
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Site Elevation:

WIS-207
NE1/4, NE1/4

Probable Site Type:

1115 ft. Section 19 Lookout
T30N, R20W
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

The site lies on the promontory of a bedrock hill on the north side of
McKinley Creek approximately 500 meters southeast of the confluence of

the creek's first tributary stream. The confluence of the John River

and McKinley Creek lies slightly more than 2 kjlometers to the south-southeast
of the site. The homestead of Bill Fickus lies 8 kilometers to the
south-southeast.

While the hill is a bedrock outcrop it is well manteled with soil and

supportsr ively t-egetative—cqver. T?e_nlllﬁ rus eastward
into the Jehn r/M K1 ek flopd ain, i atfon s htLy“mJ
tess than 100 rs ;e§>ve leve hill distinctive

isolated from al ey wa ountayns 1 h lie 1tth" kilome er of
the sitg to the/ngrthyes orth. hill is|t s elevat d
isolated 1 s in ~:g(ash port jor—of the cre%k valley. T~

The view from the

site is truly panoramic.

To the north the view encompasses

the John River and its valley for a distance of 5 kilometers while to
the south hills 40 kilometers distant can be seen. The western view
covers the narrow McKinley Creek drainage and the mountains beyond for
perhaps 2 kilometers. To the east the view includes the valley wall, 4
kilometers distant, as well as the confluences of the Allan River and
Crevice Creek to the south-southeast.

About 85% of the surface of the site is vegetated by a robust mat of
Tichen, moss, grasses, and low woody and herbaceous plants. Trees,
including shrubs, include numerous small to medium sized spruce, a few
scattered birch and alder and some dwarf birch and willow. The aspect of
the site is, however, relatively open and park-like.

There is only slight evidence of past wildfire activity. The fire that
burned this area appears to be older than the fire(s) further up river.
Wind and frost actjon have caused a few scattered areas of the site to

be unvegetated and the mineral soil exposed.

It was in an area of exposed mineral soil that cultural material was
observed. Two pieces of chert were observed on surface as well as a
microblade fragment of pinkish/orange chert which appears to have been
stuck from a rotated core, This artifact lay 15 meters from datum on a
bearing of 275° mag. The other example of cultural material was a gray
chert flake which lay 12 meters from datum on a bearing of 20° mag. Two
of three 20 cm? test pits were excavated to a depth of 12 cm while the
third test pit was excavated to a depth of 30 cm. None of the test pits
yielded any cultural material.
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The variety of lithic material at the site may indicate that more than a
single occupational event occurred there. The paucity of cultural material,
however, suggests that the site was not often or intensively used and
probably served as a hunting lookout.

The significance of the site is only of local interest mainly because
archeological sites appear to be infrequent in the area. The site does
not appear to be in danger from either natural or human impact.

WIS-209
Site Elevation: NWl/4, SW1/4 Probable Site Type:
900 ft. Section 34 Lookout

———_T32N, R

Site Age: ainbanks
Unknown (~*fj zi\x Affiliation:| Unknown

This site gcated 1.6 kilometers /nofth=northwest Yﬂ’;;;L John River/Eagle

Creek confituerices The John River pasges—tte \sit éﬁO meters to tTE. ast

while the—park-boundakry-'1ies approkimately killometers south. [The

site is approximately 50 meters above river level and occupies the south

facing slope of a prominent penisular limestone ridge. The ridge is the

northernmost in a series of five east-west trending ridges to the north

of Eagle Creek.

ridian __Ech;blelﬁul ur ‘t]

The view from the site is good both up and down valley as well across
the valley to the east, where a rather easy river crossing is located.
There is abundant evidence of a wildfire which appears to have occurred
between 50 and 100 years ago.

The vegetation on the site consists of various willow shrubs, Tow woody
and herbaceous plants, moss, lichen, birch and spruce. The south facing
siope is undergoing slight to substantial erosion.

The site was located as the result of surface 'reconnaissance. Two flakes
of black chert were observed on the upper part of the exposed south
facing slope. Modern use of the site is evidenced by the presence of a
tin can lid.

The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes any cultural or temporal
assessment of the site. The site's location suggests it may have served
as a lookout.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is lTow. At
present the site is being adversely impacted by erosion. However, the
paucity of cultural material argues against any management concern or
mitigation.
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WIS-210

Site Elevation: NE1/4, NW1/4 Probable Site Type:
1025 ft. Section 3 Lookout
T31IN, R21W
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

The site is located about one kilometer north-northwest of the confluence

of Eagle Creek and the John River. WIS-209 is located approximately one
kilometer to the north. The site lies atop a vegetated bedrock hill.

While not located .on the promontory of the hill the site offers an excellent
view as it is situated on a shear sided spur which projects to the southeast
away from the bulk of the hill. The view down valley, to the south, is

as good as is available, the valley being visible until it turns east.

To the north the view is obstructed by trees, although the potential for

a view in exceds of 6 [kiTameters may h existed th tab-Hshement
of the mod st. TF“ eqast the view is blpc he [T —
wall whilel to the \west s kilog r\view up Hagle Creek is av%i]ab]e.

has /pagsed |t hrougd he area ev'denci:iby the well weathered,
b

A wildfire
standing urned/snags$, burned |stu anc Nlen pbufned trees. The joil
is reddish as the result of Pdat cked and crus
typical of burned areas. The soil contains abundant chunks of charcoal.
Several of the larger hilltop spruce were cored and their age found to
range between 52 and 60 years which suggests the most recent wildfire
occurred 60-80 years ago. Vegetation in the site area consists of spruce,
aspen, and birch of small to siightly less than moderate size. The
understory consists of moss, lichen, grass and low woody and herbaceous
plants such as Tanana Rose, Sage and Eskimo Potato. Active erosion of

the face of the shale/schist bedrock hill is occurring.

It was as a result of the erosion that the site was located. Four flakes
of the local black chert were observed eroding out of the soil along a 3
meter section of the site. A 20 cm? test pit was excavated near the
location of the surface flakes and yielded a single flake of black chert
which displayed some cortex. The evidence suggests that the site is
quite small or that the majority of it has already eroded away.

Little else can be said about this site. The location probably served

as a ltookout, perched as it is 100 meters above the valley floor. Due

to a lack of diagnostic artifacts no cultural or temporal assessment can

be made. Site significance is local in nature. The site is actively
eroding, however, it appears there is little left and is not worth mitigation
ef forts.
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WIS-211

Site Elevation: SE1/4, SW1/4 Probable Site Type:
1150 ft. > Section 3 Lookout
AR ~F2INs R21W
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

The site lies atop the easternmost promontory of the southernmost of

two linear, east-west trending, bedrock ridges which project eastward
into the John River Valley on south side of Eagle Creek. The confluence
of Eagle Creek and the John River lies 1 kilometer to the east-northeast
and WIS-210 is located slightly more than a kilometer to the north on
the north side of Eagle Creek. The site is elevated roughly 100 meters
above the valley floor_and offers an excellent view in all directions

except to the west whdre nearby trees igher ockrthEMvTewrx
The no eaEt s}géf of t e proper ar ‘or—almest—
shear d 35 1 s _before/the thlus slo ins. Toith
west a ri cognects/t ite are

the rid

1
jQ_LEg main body of

Vegetation at the site proper is sparse cosk f moss, licherm;
scattered grass clumps, and scattered patches of low herbaceous plants.
Most of the surface is exposed mineral soil and bedrock spalls. Nearby
diminutive spruce and dwarf birch and willow are abundant. There is
visible evidence of past wild fire activity in the site area as there is
throughout the region.

The site was located through visual reconnaissance. O0On a surface exposure,
separated by one meter, two very small black chert flakes were observed. '
No additional cultural material was noted and no subsurface testing was
carried out.

Due to the lack of diagnostic artifacts no cultural or temporal assessment
of the site can be made. The site's location suggests it was utilized

as a lookout. Significance is of a local nature only. Some active
erosion is taking place at the site but mitigation need not be considered.

WIS-223
Site Elevation: N/E/4, SE1/4 Probable Site Type:
975 ft. Section 14 Lookout
: T3IN, R21W
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located on the west side of the John River 3.8 kilometers
below the mouth of Eagle Creek. The site lies on a 50 x 6 meter bedrock
outcrop 50 meters west of the mean higher water line of the river. At
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its promontory, the western end, the outcrop stands 10 meters above the
river. The view from the site is excellent to the north, up river,
encompassing 10 kilometers of the valley. To the south about 5 kilometers
of the valley are visible while to the east and west the view is restricted
to the local area by rising terrain.

Vegetation at the site consists of lichen, moss, grass, and low woody and
herbaceous plants. Scattered dwarf willow, willow, birch and spruce are
also present. Some unvegetated areas are present along the river-side
edge of the outcrop.

The site was located as the result of surface reconnaissance of the area.
More than a dozen black chert waste flakes were noted in a small mineral
soil exposure near the edge of the outcrop. Some of the flakes were on
surface, some protruding from the surface, and others on as deep as 8-10
cm. below surface. A 20 cm? test pit was excavated to a depth of 20 cm.

adjacent flake and proved.to be cultuci%fﬁ sterile. A __
second gimj hzed test—pit was excanvated about| 5 meters| to {the east |
be|cullturdl!l fL

and alsg

The sitg ign sygges that i a [fookouts The lagk pf
diagnosti 1facts precludes {any r culf?ral assessment of the
site. |

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low. At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.

WIS-224
Site Elevation: SE1/4, NE1/4 Probable Site Type:
980 ft. Section 14 Lookout
AN F3ZN, R21M
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

The site lies on a rounded bedrock outcrop on the west side of the John
River approximately 400 meters upstream from WIS-223. Located twenty
meters to the west and 15 meters above the river the site offers an
excellent view up and down the valley. The view to the east and west is
local due to rising terrain.

Vegetation at the site is scant, covering only 5% of the surface of the
outcrop. Low vegetation consists of moss, grass, lichen, a few scattered
spruce, birch, and willow are also present.

The site was located through visual inspection of the surface. Near the
high point of the outcrop six black chert waste flakes were noted in a
large unvegetated area. A near by 20 cm? test pit, excavated toc a depth
of 8 cm. proved to be culturally sterile.
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The site's location suggests it served as a lookout. The lack of diagnostic
artifacts precludes any temporal or cultural assessment of the site.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appears

low. At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse
impacts.
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MAP AREA #4
. HELPMEJACK HILLS/LAKES

Camp #9 and #10 July 22-29

We arrived at Camp #9, 50 miles southwest of Camp #8 via helicopter. The
move required three round trips. Camp #9 was located on the edge of

a morainal complex on the northwestern margin of an unnamed lake on the
northeastern edge of the Helpmejack Hills. The lake, Lake Creek Lake
(our name), lies at the eastern end of the "Alatna Portage" slightly less
than 5 miles southwest of the Alatna River. The camp was located on the
site of a recent hunting camp and lies about 12 miles south of the park's
south-central boundary.

Archeological survey was conducted out of Camp #9 for a period of three
days du*lng"“ﬁ?ch timg—an area of rou qnare*mfﬂes —
investi tota X—_éeve archeplagincal sitfeswere—tocated-in this
area. st papt,/ ka3ily syrveyed because mosq of
the couptry is 2e up of weXl drained/morajnal topography. In addition,
the area had, /%1t in the last Several decades, bden|ravaged by wi d'1re,
creatin excé11 nt wallking ajnd|obsérvational \conditfons.
p_excel s 9 W L]

As is typical, in our experience, folilowing a wildfire burn, the area
abounds in wildlife. More bears and moose, to say nothing of lesser
creatures, were observed in the first day at this camp than the entire
period spent on the John River. This tends to add weight to our theory
that on the forested southern slopes of the Brooks Range, past human use
of an area may be closely linked to wildfire activity.

The archeological sites in this area all appear to be associated with
hunting activities and include both lookouts and short term camps.

On July 25 we moved eight miles south, via helcopter, and established
Camp #10 on the northern shore of the largest of the Helpmejack Lakes.
This area, like the Camp #9 locale, is comprised of morainal topography
dating from the Walker Lake Glaciation.

Archeological survey was conducted out of this camp for a period of four
days during which time an area of roughly 2.5 square miles was investigated.
A total of eight archeological sites were located in the area surrounding
the lake. An inflatable raft and outboard motor provided logistic support
for surveying much of the area surrounding the lake.

Two of the sites on the margins of the lake appear to be long term habitation
sites one of which may contain semi-subterranean house features. The
remainder of the sites appear to be of the hunting/lookout variety.

Of additional interest is the fact that the sites in the Camp #9 and #10
region display a much higher incidence of obsidian than those to the
northeast along the John River. This is, no doubt, because the only
known source of obsidian in central and northern Alaska is located less
than 90 miles to the south at Batza Tena, near Hughes on the Koyukuk
River.
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The lake provides an excellent fish resource, which includes lake trout,
pike, burbot, and whitefish. At present moose appear relatively abundant
in the area. The availability of these types of resources may be the
reason for the location of two long term habitation sites on the shores
of the lake.

Weather Data During the Survey of Map area #4

TEMPERATURE °F

DATE CAMP # LOW HIGH SKY WIND
7-21-85 9 40's | 70's sunny 1ight
7-22-85 9 /0's sunny 1ight
/-23-85 9 40° high overcast
7-24-85 1 9~ | 48F | high/tmin clouds — —
7-25-85 [ 16, \| 46 —~ \| cledr, \ ——— — ght——
/-26-8517] 101 58 ) ]| cléar/\ '\ S 8 k.
7-27-8511 10] 38P <% cleap (fixst frost) | calm
/-28-85 ]| 10/ [ 42 \ || cJear \ calm
/-29-85 17710 /[ 38F 1T dlegr \ calm
7-30-85"17 10 —1 erdar ‘— calmt—
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XSP-141

Site Elevation: SW1/4, NE1/4 Probable Site Type:
810 ft. Section 14 Lookout
T19N, R24E
Site Age: Kateel River Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located at the eastern extreme of a large east-west transection
valley known as the Alatna Portage. This glacially sculpted terrain
consists of broad undulating morainal topography. The site lies above

Lake Creek Lake which is approximately 1.3 kilometers in length. The

low area to the south of the site, surrounding the lake, is mostly marshy
with a few low, well-drained glacial knolls scattered across the flats.

The Helpmejack Hills 1ie several kilometers to the southwest. Helpmejack
Creek, located 1.6 kilometers to the southwest, bends southward toward
Helpmejack—take. after ftowing. eastward oss the_Alatna Portage from __
its headwaters just edst ef-Kichiakaka/Creek. |

1 S

The sitg sfits upon| th sc[‘at#epn) edge /ob oad, "el[a_‘ﬁve y flat rr‘or' ine.

The soutlh face of /the |moFaine §lopes/ steeply\to the shore of] the
lake 10Q m stant. Th§ 1ew r ite fis |best to the squt
across ﬁhe—%ake/and t e south- west n the jHelpmejack Crgek
Valley. :

The vegetation on the site consists of a fire revegetation assemblage of
seedling and sapling sized poplar, spruce, willow and dwarf birch. The
moss ground cover remains mostly desiccated, but is developing new growth.
The wildfire responsible for the present vegetatxon conditions is probably
between 25 and 50 years old.

The site was discovered during surface inspection of the area. The moss
mat, although burned and desiccated, is intact over 99% of the surface
of the site and therefore precludes ideal surface inspection conditions.
Two dark gray chert flakes were found imbedded in the moss.

A 20 cm? test pit was excavated to a depth of 8 cm. between the two
flakes, which lay roughly one meter apart. No additional flakes or
artifacts of any kind were observed. The lack of diagnostic artifacts
precliudes cultural or temporal assessment. The location of the site
suggests it served as a hunting Tookout.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low. At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts
other than the excavation of ground squirrels by bears and the use of the
locale as a modern hunting camp. This site iies outside the boundaries
of the park and preserve.
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XSP-142

Site Elevation: SE1/4, NW1/4 Probable Site Type:
825 ft. Section 14 l.ookout
T19 , R24E »
Site Age: Kateel River Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located near the eastern edge of a large morainal complex 1
kilometer west-northwest of Lake Creek Lake. The site occupies the
elevated terrain on the eastern and southeastern margins of a kettle
lake and its outlet stream.

This two locality site is covered with typical “after burn" vegetation
consisting of young poplar, willow, spruce and dwarf birch. Fireweed,
rose, blueberry and cranberry are also present, The moss mat remains

burned, crusty jccated~qut is s re-es tshing itgetfi—They
site's northerm lgcality[Tooks bnto t ettle lake rs he —
west. The|southern lqcallity/offers a/viedw of the!lowlands to the {soytheast

and east of the/moraine as_wek] as a/view\to the South alpng the dastern
side of {the Helpmdjack Creek)\Vdlley i

The northern Tocality, Tocated on eastermedge—of the circula#»dépression
which holds the kettle lake, was found during surface inspection. Eight
obsidian flakes were observed scattered over 1 meter area. Cortex is

present on one of the flakes. A 10 cm? test pit was excavated to a

depth of 12 cm. through slighly oxidized loess and proved to be culturally
sterile.

The southern locality, 85 meters south of the northern locality lies on
the northern side of the kettle lake outlet. Scattered over an area of
35 meters, an obsidian biface fragment, four obsidian waste flakes, and
six black chert flakes were noted. A 20 cm? test pit was excavated to a
depth of 10 cm. adjacent to the location of the obsidian biface fragment
and proved to be culturally sterile.

The occurrence of both obsidian and chert at the southern locality may
indicate more than a single occupational event has taken place at the
site. The lack of any diagnostic artifacts precludes any cultural or
temporal assessment. However, the presence of obsidian provides the
possibility of obtaining a hydration date. The site's location suggests
it probably served as a lookout.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appears

low. At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse
impacts. This site lies outside the boundaries of the park and preserve.
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X§P-l42 (continued)

XS5P-14z

Obsipian Biface f-’R.AjMe»f'
AcTugl 9ize

XSP-143
Site Elevation: NE1/4, NE1/4 Probable Site Type:
1225 ft. Section 9 Lookout
T19N, R24E
Site Age: Kateel River Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located on a prominent morainal feature perched on the
northside of the east end of the Alatna Portage. The site is elevated

50-75 meters above the valley floor. XSP-147 is located 1 kilometer to

the south. The view of the valleys to the east, south and west is virtually
unlimited while to the north the view is obstructed by rising terrain.

Vegetation on the site consists of the young poplar, birch, spruce,

willow and dwarf birch typical following a wildfire. The burned, crusty
lichen/moss mat, although hard and brittle, remains intact over most of the
site. The top of the knoll measures 50 x 50 meters with abrupt slopes

on all but the north side where a saddle between the knoll and the rising
valley wall is present. Ground cover on the western end of knoll consists
of low woody and herbaceous plants while the eastern end is exposed

gravel and mineral soil and sparsely vegetated. A well used game trail
runs along the base of the knoll in an east-west direction.

The site was discovered as the result of surface inspection of the area.

A basal fragment of a black chert projectile point was observed protruding
from the lichen mat on the central portion of the western edge of the
site. Further surface inspection failed to reveal additional cultural
materials and no subsurface testing was conducted.
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The projectile point base appears to be of the constricting stem variety
and is well made. The lateral margins of the artifact are lightly ground
which the base exhibits heavy grinding. The style of this projectile
point is similar to varieties included in the Northern Archaic Tradition
described at the Onion Portage site (Anderson, 1968, 1970). This isolated
artifact may represent occupation of the site between 4000-6000 years

ago. The site's location suggests it served as a lookout.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appears

low. At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse
impacts. This site lies outside the boundaries of the park and preserve.

ProjecTile Foint Base

GrAay Chewrt

CRo5S SecTyon

WIS-/43

AcTunl Size

XSP-144
Site Elevation: NE1/4, NW1l/4 Probable Site Type:
1220 ft. Section 8 Lookout
T19N, R24E
Site Age: Kateel River Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located on a glacially formed knoll 1.6 kilometer east of
the northern tributary of Helpmejack Creek. The site lies on the north
side of the Helpmejack Creek Valley 400 meters south of the foot of the
mountain front which runs from the Alatna Valley on the east to the
headwaters of Helpmejack Creek on the west. This 3 kilometer linear
area bordering the mountain foot is characterized by glacial topography
offset by drains flowing south into the Helpmejack Valley. Lowlands of
willow, alder, and black spruce border the eastern end of the site while
dense stands of willows may be found at the southern and western ends.’
On the north the site is bordered by black spruce. The vegetation on
the top of this well-drained knoll consists of spruce, young poplar,
occasional willow, and dwarf birch. Labrador tea, blueberry and a few
other ericaceous plants are scattered over the lichen/moss covered ground.
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A game trail runs the length of this 250 meter long knoll. The eastern
end of the knoll is most prominent and is the location of the cultural
material. During surface inspection of the area a large gray/green,
marbled chert flake tool was observed protruding from the game trail

near its eastern end. Two additional fragments of the tool lay nearby,
suggesting the breakage may be the result of animal traffic over the
trail. The tool is unifically worked and exhibits extensive edge retouch
and appears to have been used as a knife/scraper.

The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes temporal or cultural assessment
of the site. The site's location suggests it served as a lookout.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appears
low, At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse
impacts. This site is located outside of the boundaries of the park and
preserve.

WIS-/44
break
& -

741

Chert Kwnife/Scraper

Aol Size
XSP-147
Site Elevation: SE1/4, SE1/4 Probable Site Type:
1035 ft. ' Section 9 Lookout
T19N, R24E
Site Elevation: Fairbanks Meridian Probablie Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located on the western end of an east-west trending low
relief ridge which rises slowly toward its western promontory. Two
kilometers to the south, Helpmejack Creek makes a pronounced jog to the
south before resuming its eastward direction. The site occupies the
highest ground in this portion of the Helpmejack Creek Valley and provides
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an excellent 360° view. To the west, the direction which constitutes
the most extensive and encompassing view, lies what may be termed the
western extent of the Alatna Portage. This area is characterized by low
rol 1ing topography set of f by a few isolated ridges and knolls which
constitute the high ground in otherwise low terrain.

Vegetation at and around the site is typical of burn recovery areas. The
undestory is composed of crusty, desiccated, moss mat upon which low
woody and herbaceous plants grown in moderate density. Burned spruce
snags, standing and fallen, are common and sapling size spruce, poplar,
birch and willow are scattered about.

The site was discovered as a result of surface inspection. Two flakes of
black translucent obsidian were observed 10 meters east of the ridge top.
Cortex is present on the striking platforms of both flakes. A third
larger fragment of cortex bearing obsidian, exhibited retouch on the

ventral [surface~and mgy -a%~?ifac3—eeéue%4gm.
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The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes any temporal or cultural
assessment of the site. However, the variety of lithic material
suggests that more than a single occupational event occurred at the
site. The obsidian may provide a hydration date. The site's location
suggests it served as a lookout.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appears
low. At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse
impacts. This site lies outside the boundaries of the park and preserve.

XSP-148
Site Elevation: NW1l/4, NW1l/4 Probable Site Type:
850 ft. Section 6 Lookout
, T19N, R25E
Site Age: Kateel River Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site is not in the park. The site is located in a morainal complex

in the northeast end of the Helpmejack Hills about 4.5 kilometers southwest
of the Alatna River. Lake Creek Lake is 4 kilometers south-southwest of the
site and XSP-149 lies about 1 kilometer to the west-northwest. The site
lies on a linear morainal ridge which lies between two ponds; one 250

meters to the north and the other 500 meters to the east-southeast. The
site offers a good view of the area for a distance of 8-10 kilometers in
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all directions except to the north., Due to a recent wildfire there is
1ittle living vegetation although the majority of the surface is covered

by a hard, dry, cursty mat of burned 1ichen and moss. The thinly scattered
living vegetation consists of low woody and herbaceous plants, small

birch, dwarf birch and willow. Standing and fallen burned spruce snags

are common.

The cultural material consisted of obsidian flakes, some with cortex, thinly
scattered on surface over an area 10 meters?. One 20 cm? test pit was
excavated to a depth of 10 cm. and no cultural material was encountered.

Cultural material suggests the site was used only once as a hunting
lookout. Cortex on some of the flakes suggest the reduction of an obsidian
cobble occurred on site.

The svgn1f1cance of the s1te is of a local nature and the site is in no danger
of adven t. T f artifa kes a temporal or
cultural sment i po&s% ley althou he obsfidian might drovide a |

hydrat ign
L h@ -
— L
XSP-149
Site Elevation: NW1l/4, NE1/4 Probable Site Type:
1100 ft. Section 1 Lookout
TI9N, R24E
Site Age: Kateel River Meridian Probable Cultural
4600 years B.P. : Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located on a valley edge lineal rock outcrop which appears

to have been incorporated into a lateral moraine. XSP-148 lies one
kilometer to the east-southeast, while Lake Creek Lake Iies 3.5 kilometers
to the south-southwest. This site is outside the boundary of the park.

The site provides an excellent view south across the valley, west to the
Helpmejack Creek drainage and east to the Alatna River drainage. To the
north, the valley wall is 250 meters distant.

The area is one of recent wildfire activity. As a result, that portion of
the surface which is not exposed bedrock or till, is covered by the

hard, dry, crusty mat of lichen and moss common to well drained recently
burned areas. A few small birch and aspen are growing on the site.
Standing and fallen burned spruce snags are present.

Cultural material consists of very large cortex bearing obsidian flakes

and chunks which were observed lying on and in the surface. The site

area is 1 x 15 meters. One test pit was excavated to bedrock, 5 cm. below
surface, and no cultural material was recovered. A single amorphous tool
fragment was the only artifact noted. This artifact was not diagnostic

and no cultural assessment can be made. A sample of obsidian was submitted
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for hydration analysis at two labortories which returned measurements of
2.59u + 0.24u and 2 64u + 0.32u. Using the hydration rate derived at
Lake Selby of 1.44u2/1000 years the hydration rind thickness indicates a
site age of roughly 4600 years B.P.

Evidence suggests that the site was a once used hunting lookout. Cortex
on the flakes suggests cobble reduction was taking place.

Significance of the site is on a local level only and at present no
adverse impacts appear to be threatening the site.

HUG-124

Site El ———— NW1/4, SE

4 ble Site lygg
- \;ﬁectxo 23 ookou
Y

18N, R2 L
anks /Meridian “Protable Cul ural

Unknown ¥HJ ™ j " t1iation:| Unknown
This site— inlthe ot i pogﬁglhy which surrounds
the Helpmejack Lakes. Located on a morainal ridge, 400 meters northwest of
of the mouth of the largest of the lakes inlet stream, the site offers a
good view of the local area. This is especially true to the north where
the view encompasses numerous small lakes and ponds scattered throughout

the undulating glacial topography.

Vegetation in the site area consists of scattered birch, spruce, shrub
birch, and willow. The great majority of the surface cover is composed
of lichen, moss, and scattered low woody and herbaceous plants. There
are a few small, scattered mineral soil exposures in the site area.
There is some evidence of past wildfire activity.

The site was located as the result of visual inspection of the surface.
A single large flake of smokey obsidian was observed in a mineral soil
exposure on the northern margin of the ridge. A 20 cm? test pit was
excavated to a depth of 10 cm. near the flake location and proved to be
culturally sterile.

The site's location suggests it served as a lookout. The lack of diagnostic
artifacts precludes temporal or cultural assessment of the site. However,
the obsidian may provide a hydration date.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low. At

present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.
This site lies outside the boundaries of the park and preserve.
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HUG-125

Site Elevation: NW1l/4, SE1/4 Probable Site Type:
760 ft. Section 23 Unknown
T18N, R24W
Site Age: Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located on a lake-edge kame in the chaotic glacial topography
that surrounds the Helpmejack Lakes. This site lies approximately 200
meters northwest of WIS-124 at the southern end of the largest lake north
of "“Big" Helpmejack Lake. The site is situated 4 meters above lake level
and 6 meters east of the lake shore and provides only a local view.

Vegetation at the site consists of scattered birch, spruce, willow, and
shrub birch. Low vegetation includes ]1chen, moss, grass, and some low
woody and-herbaceous plrants.— A game tr long the crest of the
kame expgosirg-th mxneral—soJl Other/mi i1 and gr vel[exposures
are alsq present.

The site was lotayed a re ult g/\} issance of tie rea.
A flake |co ack ch%rt as notead rest of the kame} in a
mineral lsoi osurel—No subsiurf u dertaken and no |

additional cultural material was observed.

Neither site location or cultural material suggest what the purpose of
this site may have been. The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes any
temporal or cultural assessment of the site.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low. At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.
This site lies outside the boundaries of the park and preserve.

HUG-126
Site Elevation: NE1/4, NW1/4 Probabie Site Type:
700 ft. Section 35 Camp
T18N, R24E
Site Age: Kateel River Meridian Probable Cultural
Ca. 4000 years B.P. Affiliation: Unknown

This site lies on a flat topped, dead-ice, glacial feature on the southeast
corner of Helpmejack Lake about 1/2 kilometer north of the southern end
of the lake. This site lies outside the park boundaries.

The bench or terrace that the site lies on is associated with the morainatl
ridge which parallels the eastern shore of the lake roughly 400 meters
from the waters edge. The morainal ridge is in turn, part of the general,
chaotic, glacial topography which surrounds the lake. The formation of
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the lake is obviously glacial in origin. The bench is composed of gravel,
sand and cobbles and is extremely level. The bench parallels lake shore
for a distance of at least 50 meters and rises abrubtly from the gravel
beach at the annual high water or ice thrust line to an elevation of 3-4
meters above the lake level. At present the flow line of the lake edge
lies no more than 5 meters from the benches's break-in-slope. The hard,
well-drained, level, portion of the bench is roughly triangular in shape
the narrow end, approximately 3 meters across, to the south, and the

wide end, roughly 15 meters across, on the north.

At present the view from the site encompasses the entire lake. However,

due to the trees,.a person must move from place to place on the site to
obtain the complete view. The view also includes most of the morain complex
and more distant hills that surround the lake. Prior to the arrival of
trees in the area, 5000-6000 years ago, the view from the site would

have been excellent. The lake is at least 5 meters deep off the site.

Vegetat | al o{—lirhenmaad

moss wit / ois plants} On the drie[ firmer

5
portiony e tf@Ei]are present!,
none of m.[in diameter. |On the
less we irch|and willow are present
accompar and herbaceouslpllants,

and a much more robust mat of lichen and moss. There is some limited
surficial evidence of past wildfire activity; charcoal is present throughout
the thin soil profile, the majority of the larger chunks lying in and
incorporated at the bottom of the root mat. Coring of the largest trees

on the site indicate an average age of about 70 years. This suggests

that the most recent wildfire to burn the area occurred between 70 and 100
years ago.

There are no unvegetated areas on the site with the exception of scattered,
small areas along the break-in-slope on the bench's western edge. No
erosion is presently occurring. Two active game trails run the length

of the bench., In these trails the surface vegetation has been obliterated
exposing the organic soil.

The site was located through a visual survey of the surface of the bench.
At some time in the past 10-15 years, the bench was used as a short term
camp locality. A small excavation, now well revegatated, was dug for a
hearth. It was in the scattered back dirt of the excavation that four
obsidian flakes were observed. A careful visual survey of the northernmost
25 meters (the most attractive portion of the bench) of the site yielded

no additional cultural material. During this visual reconnaissance of

the site, no depressions which could be construed as possible cultural
features were observed.

A 30 cml test pit was excavated just south of the modern hearth. This
test pit, test pit #1, will be referenced as site datum as no site tag
was placed in the site as it is located outside the park boundry. The
test pit was excavated to a depth of approximately 15 cm. Test pit #1
yielded numerous obsidian flakes, several black chert flakes and a small
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obsidian end scraper one surface of which was covered with a sugary
cortex. Test pit #2 (all test pits are 30 cm? x 15 cm. deep) lies 5
meters from test pit #1 on a bearing of 26° mag. Test pit #2 produced a
single brown chert flake from a depth of 4 cm. below surface. Test pit
#3 yielded three obsidian flakes from 2-6 cm. below surface and lies 9
meters from test pit #1 on a bearing of 02° mag. Test pit #4, 5 meters
from test pit #1 on a bearing of 105° mag. produced numerous black chert
flakes and a few obsidian flakes, as well as a black chert tool fragment
all between 2-10 cm. below surface. The tool fragment appears to have
been detached from the tool by potlid fracturing which suggests association
with extreme heat. This heat source could have been generated either by
an aboriginal camp fire or by past wildfires. Test pit #5 produced one
obsidian flake and one black chert flake between 2 and 6 cm. below
surface. Test pit #5 lies 14 meters from test pit #1 on a bearing of
204° mag. Test pit #6, 15 meters from test pit #1 on a bearing of 74°
mag., proved to be culturally sterile.

The foll for_the kitg: lichen/poss
mat and ganic soil with gom

pebbles U t A2 hontizpn

which 15 cogb" ich soil |5-10

cm., thiﬂ y soil, pebble and
cobble

The majority of the site is well drained and soil development appears

good. Charcoal is present to some degree throughout the soil profile

but is most common in the root mat and organic soil. Due to wildfire

activity and lacking a formal hearth or fire pit is is impossible to

determine culturally produced charcoal from naturally produced charcoal.

Some fish scales were noted in the test pits but their rather dry nature
suggest they fell in from the surface when the vegetat1on was removed

from of the test pits. No bone of any type was found in the test excavations.

The site can be considered fairly large. Evidence suggests the site was

a camp site probably used many times. It is probably not an over-wintering
habitation site as features such as house pits or cache pits generally
associated with that type of site appear to be absent. The site could

have been a spring, summer, fall fishing and/or hunting camp and may be
associated with the hunting lookout sites located on the morainal ridge

to the east, south and north,

The physical integrety of the site is excellent. There is no active erosion
taking place and there appears to be little chance that any will occur,
The entirety of the site's surface is protected by vegetation.

The site is of a type expected to be found around a large deep water lake
with good fish and game resources. Large pike are easily caught in
quantity on hook and 1ine and lake trout are also present. It is assumed
that whitefish and burbot also reside in the lake.
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The lack of diagnostic artifacts preciudes cultural assessment of the

site. A sample of obsidian was submitted for hydration analysis to three
different laboratories. The ring measurements varied to the extent that

they may be unreliable. However, a midrange measurement of 2.4lu + 0.20u
suggests that the site age is roughly 4000 years B.P. This age assessment

is based on a locally (Lake Selby) developed hydration rate of 1.44u2/1000 years.

The significance of the site could be high but only further investigation
can determine if such is the case. Research potential is good.
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HUG-127

Site Elevation: NWl/4, NE1/4 Probable Site Type:
780 ft. Section 35 Lookout
T18N, R24E
Site Age Kateel River Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

The site lies on a prominence on the morainal ridge on the east side of
Helpmejack Lake. HUG-126 Ties about 300 meters to the west. The view
from the site is excellent as it lies approximately 30 meters above the
lake. The entirety of the lake and the local area around the lake can
be easily viewed.

The surface of the site is covered by a robust mat of lichen, moss and

low woody and herbaceous plants. Several game trails cross the site

area and they, wel 5§"§6me:iimited st acti:n:—hzz:;fxp -ed—scattered
b¥rc

small patches™f mine alEEETb. Trees hrubs at th e a-e—represe ted
by scatterpd small\ spruce, bi s Wil dwarf Dirch. Charcodl,
resulting from wildfine activity, is/vi in the soil brofi]e.

A singl reen cHert flake was |obs suprfdce of the lichen/mat.
Two 20 cm& TEst pits were ex te of cm, and both ved

to be culturally sterile. The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes
temporal or cultural assessment of the site.

The site is most Tikely a hunting lookout and as such may be associated
with the nearby HUG-126. Site significance is of a local nature only.
At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse
impacts. The site lies outside the park boudary.

HUG-128
Site Elevation: NW1l/4, NW1/4 Probable Site Type:
770 ft. Section 35 L.ookout
T18N, R24E
Site Age Kateel River Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site lies on the southern prominence of the morainal ridge which
parallels the eastern shore of Helpmejack Lake. HUG-126 lies approximately
350 meters to the north-northeast. The site is located at the extreme
southeast corner of the lake and overlooks the lake's outlet stream

from an elevation of 30 meters above the lake. Due to its position the
site of fers a good view of the lake to the north and west and also provides
a good view of the first few kilometers of the outlet stream valley.

Vegetat jon at the site consists of a robust mat of lichen, moss, and 1ow
woody and herbaceous plants as well as small spruce, scattered poplar,
and a few dwarf birch and willow. Evidence of past wildfire activity
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can be seen in the soil profile at the base of the root mat. The southern
face of the ridge has a large mineral soil exposure due to frost and
wind action.

On this exposure about one dozen black chert flakes were observed on and
in the surface. A 20 cml test pit, test pit #1, was excavated to a
depth of 15 cm., 4 meters north of the surface flake location. Test pit
#1 yielded ten very small black and gray chert flakes between 2-5 cm.
below surface. Test pit #2 was excavated three meters west of test pit
#1 and proved to be culturally sterile. The site produced no diagnostic
artifacts, therefore no temporal or cultural assessment can be made.

The varijety of lithic material may indicate that several occupational
events occurred at the site. The site probably served as a hunting
lookout and may be associated with the large site, HUG-126.

Site significance is of a local nature only. At present the site does

not appear hreate ny adverse impacts. Ihf fite is_located
outside th pack\i ndary.

D
-——// / \\L:YUG— 29

Site Elevation: SW1l/4, SE1/4 Probable Site type:
710 ft. Section 23 Camp
T18N, R24E
Site Age: Kateel River Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located on the northern shore of Helpmejack Lake on the
site of what appears to have been guiding camp or a BLM fire camp 10-20
years old. The shore along this portion of the lake is relatively low
rising only a meter above the water's edge. Thirty to seventy meters
north of the water's edge the land begins to rise, 40-70 meters, forming
the ridges and knolls of morainal topography. Ancient strand lines
marking former lake shore levels, probably during post-glacial lowering
of this lake, give the rising terrain at the rear of the site a terraced
or stepped appearance. There are between 4 and 5 levels or sublevels
represented.

The vegetation on and around the site is made up of black spruce, dwarf
birch, some paper birch, and poplar while the understory is comprised of
moss, lichen, grass, and low woody and herbaceous plants.

The site was initially discovered by noting the anomalous grassy vegetation
occurring in a sub-rectangular pattern which covered an area of 5 x 4
meters. A very distinct elevated area in the apparent center of the

feature measured 1 meter? at the base and projected 15-20 cm. above the
surrounding , flat surface of the feature. This knob, when cross-sectioned,
revealed a 30 cm. thick mat of sphagnum moss possibly representing multiple
artifically placed layers which conformably overlay a 5 cm, thick dark

brown organic zone. A pronounced band of reddish-brown organic matter
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is present in the middle of the thickest portion of this unit and may
represent a floor remnant of this feature which has been designated
house #1.

A 1 meter x 40 cm. trench, trench #1, oriented parallel to the north-south
axis of house #1 was excavated in order to cross-section the elevated

moss mound, and the flat, grass covered portion of the feature to the
south. The trench and house long axis bear 20° mag. Stratigraphic
evidence suggests that the east and west sides may each have an entryway.
Unfortunately a hornet's nest was present in the ground on the western
side where an entrance-way might be present and no testing was possible.

A portion of the "floor" was removed revealing what may be wooden structural
members. The wood is quite decomposed but retains enough structure to
differentiate it from large roots. The west wall contains a fragment of
wood which measures 1.5 cm. on a side, and is of unknown length; at

least 10 cfi. was exposed|[Tying om top of fthe\floor.
present atithe c ta to ghe tjo r and yUnder\ying
have been c¢ul uralfy alter

large a ount] of charcoal. A

obb s|was
sample of 1he‘cﬁg;coa1 wa s coll cted r?h the\ floor jat|the south end|a
the trench and a _sample of wood Wwas ¢ cted west wall. A
additional 30 cm? test pit was excavated to the northeast of the north
wall of the trench and the stratigraphy is comparable to that found in
the southern portion of the trench. No cultural material was observed
although some additional wood fragments were present. The amount of
devel opment of the A2 soil horizon, which may underlap the organic charcoal,
may be indicative of the age of the feature.

In associatign with thes

Trench #2 was excavated .75 meters northeast of trench #1 and is 2.5

meters east-west x .50 meters north-south. The sod layer was removed and
revealed several pieces of wood which may be structural members. Samples
of the wood were taken and the rest of the sod/moss layer removed revealing
two deposits of charcoal. In association with the charcoal was a small
piece of hemitite (ochre).

The test excavation in the feature termed, house #2, 15-20 meters west

of house #1, provided one of the more interesting stratigraphic sequences
with what may be five, superimposed living fioors. These units vary in
thickness with the uppermost floor being the thickest. Fire-cracked
rock, a few pieces of silicified siltstone, fractured at sharp angles,
and a large piece of yellow ochre were the only lithics associated with
the test pit. It appears from the stratigraphic profile that the uppermost
occupation excavated a deep trash/storage pit in this portion of the
dwelling, which cut through all four underlying living floors terminating
on gravel. The yellow orche may have come from the trash pit midden.
Other small pieces of yellow ochre were observed in the walls of the
trash pit and occupation floors. No bone or recognizable worked stone
such as flakes, etc. were found though two pebbles may exhibit slight,
but unclear battering along their edges.
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The test excavation in the feature termed house #5 produced a large cobble
which may have been used as a pestel or maul. The site appears large and
complex and additional work is necessary for the formulation of any but
the most cursory descriptive statement.

Site significance and research potential are unknown at this time. The

site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts. This site
lies outside the boundaries of the park and preserve.
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HUG-129 (continued)
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HUG-129 (continued)
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HUG-130

Site Elevation: NE1/4, SE1/4 Probable Site Type:
800 ft. Section 26 Lookout
T18N, R24E
Site Age: Kateel River Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

The site lies on a prominance on the morainal ridge on the east side of
the lake at a point about 4/5 of the way north from the southern end of
the lake. HUG-127 lies one kilometer to the south. The site location is
on the most prominant of the ridges the east side of the lake. The site
offers an excellent view of Helpmejack Lake and the surrounding local
country.

The site is vegetated by a robust growth of lichen, moss and low woody and
herbaceous »_ lherg—are mineral N expos es EZﬁfShpfff]
mall tr*meiiul sized/spruce and |bi a

pla

are represen

scattered aspen. \Nohe egs excogeds\ 1§ meters [in height nor (5 |cm.
r'
th
S

in diamete Dwanf birch and wiflow arn resent Kltﬁough robustly
vegetated sitg i5 parkiTika i appga Evidenge of wildfire
activity i rg}ﬁ]e ranely on/the sunfake. |[However, numerous

chunks andflecks of cha
soil horizon.

al arepr

The site area was inspected visually and no cultural material was observed.
A test pit (#1) was excavated on the northwestern portion of the site

just above the break-in-slope. The test pit was 30 cm? and excavated to

a depth of 15 ¢cm. A single obsidian flake was recovered from the organic
soil horizon 6 cm. below surface. Five more test pits were excavated in
adjacent areas, 1-10 meters distant from the original test pit, and all
proved to be culturally sterile.

The site probably served as a hunting lookout. Significance is of a
local nature only. No diagnostic artifacts were observed and no temporal
or cultural assessment can be made, although, the obsidian may provide

a hydration date. Given the amount of area at the site available for
use it is odd that cultural material is so scarce. No apparent adverse
impacts appear to be threatening the site. The site lies outside the
park boundary.
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HUG-131

Site Elevation: SE1/4, NE1/4 Probable Site Type:
780 ft. Section 26 Lookout
T18N, R24E
Site Age: Kateel River Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

The site is located on the east side of Helpmejack Lake roughly 1/2
kilometer north of HUG-130 and slightly more than a kilometer east
southeast of HUG-129. The site lies on a rather nondescript protuberance
of the general morainal ridge that parallels the east shore of the lake.
The site is elevated roughly 25 meters above the lake shore which lies
250 meters to the west. The view from the site is excellent encompassing
most of the lake and surrounding local country. Only the southeast

portion of the lake is nopﬁvisible.
by a rfohust vegetatiun*maé maée*u
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the site area are open. Dwarf birch and will re 0 scattered about.
Evidence of past wildfire activity can only rarely be seen on surface.
However, many chunks and flecks of charcoal are present in the root mat
and in the organic soil horizon. There are no mineral soil exposures or
unvegetated areas.

The site was located through subsurface testing. Test pit #1, 30 cm? was
excavated to a depth of 12 cm. on the northwest edge of the site area just
above the break-in-slope. Test pit #1 yielded five very small obsidian
flakes an a single small black chert flake. All of the flakes appear to
be of the type derived from the final stages of tool manufacture. The
flakes were recovered from the base of the root mat and also incorporated
in the root mat, 1-3 cm. below surface. A second similar sized test pit
(#2) was excavated 1 meter to the north of test pit #1 and yielded a
single small obsidian flake. Test pit #3, 4 meters to the south of test
pit #1, and test pit #4, 3 meters to the northwest of test pit #l, were
both culturally sterile.

The site appears to have been a hunting lookout. The variety of lithic
material suggests that more than one occupational event occurred at the
site. No cultural or temporal assessment can be made due to the lack of
diagnostic artifacts. However, the obsidian may provide a hydration date.

Site significance is of a local nature only and research potential is low.

There does not appear to be any adverse impacts threatening the site.
This site lies outside the boundary of the park.
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MAP AREA #5
LAKE KIPMIK/LAKE AMITCHIAK

-

Camp #11 July 30 - August 7

We moved to this camp via float equiped fixed-wing aircraft and helicopter.
Camp #11 was located at the northwest end of Lake Kipmik 130 miles
northwest of Camp #10.

Archeological Survey, logistically supported by inflatable raft and out-
board motor, was conducted out of this camp for a period of seven days
during which time an area of roughly 4 square miles was investigated. A
total of 21 archeological sites were located while working out of this camp.

The Camp #11 area lies Just south of the Continental va1de. The location

is beyon latitu : i is region—js-——.
'++s sing, noc tains.whi h |
thah ]

one of tur co ered h
reach eflevations

Lake K1am1 Lake k arhted by an inlpt/joutlet
stream 51 ess th n 1 gether the lakes|ane
sl1ght1y~more“fhan 5.5-1ong. xcellent fishLrdsource

including lake trout, grayling, burbot, and wh1tef1sh Caribou are
seasonally plentiful. The last day we were at this location more than
3000 caribou passed by our camp.

There are a number of large sites located around the lakes. Several of
these sites are representitive of late prehistoric Eskimo. These sites
consist of semi-subterranean house remains, cache pits, and midden
deposits. It appears that these sites were over-wintering locales which
attests to the area's abundant and-reliable subsistence resources. At
least one of these groups of semi-subterranean houses may be considerably
older than late prehistoric Eskimo and may represent occupations by Eskimo
Continuum cultures between 1000 and 4000 years ago.

An extremely large Denb1§ﬁ Flint Complex site was discovered on the shores
of Lake Kipmik, The site is definitely an often used habitation locale
but does not appear to be of the over-wintering type. There are no
indications of semi-subterranean house structures nor would the site's
location allow for the construction of any but the shallowest and most
inefficient of dwellings. Therefore, this site appears to be of a rather
unique type; a very large non-winter, habitation site. This site without
question is one of the most important sites located during the course of
the 1985 survey.

An isolated fluted projectile point was located a mile or so southeast of
Lake Kipmik. Although fluted projectile points do not necessarily indicate
antiquity it appears that this area has supported human occupation over

at least the last 7 or 8 millennia.
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" DATE

Weather Data During the Survey of Map area #5

TEMPERATURE °F

CAMP # LOW HIGH SKY WIND
7-31-85 | 11 clear calm
8-01-85 | 11 35° fog on lake, sunny clear
8-02-85 | 11 38° clear calm
8-03-85 | 11 34° high thin couds, sunny calm
8-04-85 | 11 34° clear calm
8-05-85 | 11 32° clear calm
8-06-85 | 11 34° sunny, evening rain
8-07-85 | 11 38° few clouds, clear calm
D) — -
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AMR-032

Site Elevation: NW1/4, SE1/4 Probable Site Type:
2460 ft. Section 29 Semi-Subterranean House
T30N, R12E (village)
Site Age: Kateel River Meridian Probable Cultural
ca. 500 years B.P. Affiliation: Late

Prehistoric Eskimo

This site is located on a lake-edge bluff on the northwest corner of

Lake Kipmik 200 meters east-northeast of the lake's outlet stream. The
site is located on an 8 meter high bluff which, after sloping gently
toward the lake for a distance of 30 meters, plunges abruptly to the
rocky beach. The view from the site is panoramic and encompasses all of
Lake Kipmik and the surrounding country as well as the eastern portion of
Lake Amitchiak.

Vegetation|a f04nd»onjlak : __J
prehistoric | the Arctic. The|high
organic coptent of] the spil, i e intense an§ long ten

human occupatiion 4 ick, !ush, robust vegatation
mat. Groupd i ; ussocks, moss, licHen,
and scattered, i -y

This site was initially reported by W. Irving in 1962 and Tater examined
and reported on by E. Hall in 1973. We had considerably more time to

spend in our examination of the site than did Irving or Hall and therefore,
noted more site detail than they had an opportunity to do. OQur more in
depth investigation leaves us in general agreement with Hall's and Irving's
site assessments.

Prior to examining the site our main concern was its possible degradation.

In his 1973 report, Hall states that the houses were in the process of

sliding off the bluff into the lake. Using Hall's description of the

site in 1973 as a baseline, it appears that little additional sloughing/sliding
over/down the bluff face has occurred during the intervening 13 years.
Although, some limited erosion has been and is occurring at the site the
majority of the bluff face appears to be at least semi-stabilized by
vegetation; mostly willow and grass. This is not to say that site
destruction/degradation is not occurring, but is is occurring at an

extremely slow rate. Evidence of site degradation is apparent at the

base of the bluff at about the mid-point of the site area. In places the
beach is littered with the complete and framentary bones of caribou and

moose, flakes and chunks of chert, and fire-cracked rock. It is evident

from the physical condition of much of this cultural material that it has

been exposed on the beach for a considerable period of time. As Hall

notes there is a 10-12 c¢m. thick band of midden material eroding out of

the face of the bluff which is the origin of the cultural debris on the beach.

Hall estimated that site to by 66 x 33 meters which is close to our

estimation of 65 x 20 meters. Hall did not include a site map with
his report and, therefore, it was somewhat difficult to orient the houses
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other than going by physical description and/or evidence of previous testing.
Hall positively identifies four semi-subterrainean houses and suggests

there may be more. Our work confirms _the presence of- Hall's four housé?

and suggests thap “seven additional housé§ may also be present. The
difference in the degree of visibility or definition of the house remains

may indicate several periods of occupations occurred at the site. Several
small depressions may represent cache pits. The houses average 4-5 meters in
length, 4 meters wide, and all have south facing entrance tunnels 3-4

meters long. The house depressions average 45 cm. below the level of the
surrounding ground. The entry tunnels appear to be offset in relation to
the south wall of the houses; the tunnels do not exit in the center of

the wall. The entrance tunnels are lined and roofed with bedrock slabs
measuring, on the average, 1.0 x 0.75 meters. Additional evidence suggests
that the houses were also lined with bedrock slabs. The majority of the
houses appear to have been built very close to the face of the bluff

even allowing for 500 years of bluff-face erosion.

Subsurface } st and present indic at ‘_;]
surface vet eaty)] yer that/{s\very thin or non-existan [

in cultura as the/hduse depriessionsy In the
undisturbe ayar was u m. thicki—The peat level,
where pres ' hic 7c §oil |layer which contpirned
cultural materiat: i is in ark brown to black,

feels greasy, smells bad, and contains charcoal bone, burned bone, fire-
cracked rock, bedrock fragments, waste flakes and artifacts of a

variety of chert types. The cultural level overlays a brownish/gray
mineral soil/fractured bedrock matrix of unknown depth. Non-habitation
areas of the site show essentially the same stratigraphy except that the
organic soil horizon is thinner and often contains no cultural material.

Evidence suggests that the site, at least the portion . represented by

the four "obvious houses" represents a late . prehistoric Eskimd> over-
wintering village site. Other features may may represent-an-earlier occupation.
Caribou are currently abundant in the region and faunal evidence suggests
they were at the time of site occupation. Fish resources in the lake(s)

are excellent and moose are also present. At present there appears to be

an inexhaustable supply of willows in the local area.

Site significance is moderate to high and research potential is excellent.
At present the site is mildly threatened by on-going low level erosion.
The site is quite visible and therefore potentially threatened by park
v1s1tors. The site should be monitored periodically.”
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AMR-032 (continued)
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AMR-033
Site Elevation: NE1/4, NE1/4 ~ Probable Site Type:
2700 ft. Section 30 Lookout
T30N, R12E
Site Age:

Kateel River Meridian
Unknown

Probable Cultural
Affiliation: Unknown
This site is located on top of the most prominent bedrock ridge on the
northeast quadrant of Lake Amitchiak. The ridge lies approximately 0.8
kilometers east of the outlet stream of two small lakes located 1-1.5
kilometers north of the lake. The site is located on the westernmost
and highest part of this northeast-southwest trending ridge. To the
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south the ridge drops abrubtly to the shore of Lake Amitchiak 300 meters
to the south. To the north the terrain is open tundra sloping westward
into the small lake basins. To the east the land slopes south toward
the lake. '

The vegetation on the site is a combination of grasses, mosses and lichen,
with low woody and herbaceous plants and dwarf willow making up the
remainder. The view from the site is excellent in all directions. The
lTow pass to the north toward the two small lakes is a known caribou
migration route and caribou signs are abundent.

The site was discovered as a result of subsurface testing. No lithics
were observed on the surface, although a fairly recent indication of use
of the site was apparent in the sawn caribou skull and the base or top
of a tabacco can lying on the south slope. The grass/moss area where
the site lies is 5 meter? and slopes slightly to the north. A 30

cmZ test pit was-excavated e he cent f this s W
distinct rob@stTheit) of rant. 0a 0
below surflace, in\a matnix| edrock, silt, and orgahigs,

12 chert fllakes of varig sidian flakes, a@d a possjible
burin were| recovered i 1 i W

small piedge 0T <Cha coa11 t 25 cm. belo
surface on bedrock. No i tigraphy was apparant-3in
the test pit. It appears that the test pit may have intersected a portion
of a hearth. A second 30cm? test pit was excavated 3 meters northwest

of test pit #1 and proved to be culturally sterile.

On the southern portion of grass/moss covered area of the site was a
group of several large boulder sized blocks of bedrock. By l1ifting a

few of the larger blocks a view into what appeared to be a part of a
structure was available. Bone fragments and moss were beneath a few of
the blocks and the texture of the surrounding grass/moss vegetation mat
may indicate an organic accumulation such as a midden. Such a site would
not be surprising as at least two late prehistoric Eskimo over-wintering
sites occur in the area.

The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes any temporal or cultural
assessment of the site. However, the presence of obsidian and cultural
organics may provide a date for the site. The variety of lithic material
suggests that more than a single occupational event occurred. The location
of the site suggests it may have served as a lookout and/or camp.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential may be

moderate. At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any
adverse impacts.
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AMR-034

Site Elevation: NW1/4, NE1/4 Probable Site Type:
2700 ft. Section 30 Lookout
T30N, R12E
Site Age: Kateel River Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located on the middle, broad, flat portion of a prominent
northeast trending ridge on the north side of Lake Amitchiak. The deita
of the outlet stream of two small lakes which lie 1 kilometer north of
Amitchiak is located 450-500 meters to the west. The bluff face drops
steeply to the sloping north shore of Amitchiak Lake which lies 100
meters south of the site, and 60 meters lower. The view from the site
is good to the north, west, south and southeast. The view to the east
is less extensive with AMR-033 obstructing the view northeast.

The vegetati t e'site£jj:fﬁi ly spafse,\coverage appoxi&ateh 4]

50% of the| surfacé. |\ Segsopal fregzing 3 3 eeps the unvegetated

portions of the sjte/welll churn Lo : rbaceous plants,
lichen atchy ground cjover.

ock.

dwarf willow, mossey, grlasses an
Much of the Surface’is ljittere
B —
The site was discovered as a result of surface inspection. Thirty meters
east of the western break-in-slope, on a centrally located rise, ten black
chert flakes and two brown banded chert flakes were found in a 2 meter?
area. Sixty-five meters to the east on a slightly higher rise, along
the southern edge of the ridge, additional cultural material was observed.
Within a 8 meter? area a large blade-like flake of tan/brown banded
chert, a small tool fragment of gray chert, and five flakes of dark gray
chert were observed.

The site's location suggests it served as a lookout. The lack of
diagnostic artifacts precludes any temporal or cultural assessment of
the site. The variety of lithic material suggests that more than one
occupational event occurred at the site.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appears

low. At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse
impacts.
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AMR-035

Site Elevation: SW1/4, NE1/4 Probable Site Type:
2750 ft. Section 19 Lookout
T30N, R19E
Site Age: Kateel River Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located on the northwest corner of the northern of two small
lakes 1.4 kilometers north of Lake Amitchiak. The site lies on top of a
well-drained glacially formed knoll which is relatively flat over its 60
x 40 meter area. The knoll is elevated 15 meters above the small lake
and offers a good view in all directions.

Vegetation at the site is sparse and patchy consisting of lichen, moss,
grasses, low woody and herbaceous plants, and scattered dwarf willow.

Mineral soFl exposyres, bedroc#waﬁeneeqmon[j—

]

The site w fon. A large plack
chert flak e and |a graver
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The site's location suggests that it served as a lookout. The lack of
diagnostic artifacts precludes any temporal or cultural assessment of the
site.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appeaks to
be Tow. At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any
adverse impacts.

AMR-036
Site Elevation: SE1l/4, SW1/4 Probable Site Type:
2625 ft. Section 19 - Village
T30ON, R12E
Site Age: Kateel River Meridian Probable Cultural
4000-2000 years B.P. Affiliation: Arctic

Small Tool Tradition

This site is located on a relatively flat peninsular lake terrace 15 meters
east of the outlet stream of the two small lakes to the north of Lake
Amitchiak. The outlet stream has built a broad delta to the south of

the site and Amitchiak at its closest point lies 120 meters to the south-
southeast. The surface area of the site is triangular in shape with its
longest axis running almost due west. The northeastern boundary of the
site consists of a ancient, higher lake terrace, around the base of

which are three or four rubbley mounds of unknown origin. The site area
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is 70 meters east-west x 50 meters north-south and tapers to a point

at its western end near the creek. The site lies approximately 25 meters
above the lake level and provides an excellent view to the northwest,
west, southwest, south, southeast, and northeast. To the north the view
is blocked by rising terrain.

The site vegetation consists of mosses, some grasses, lichen, and
ericaceous plants. Vegetation covers +95% of the surface of the site.

The site was discovered as a result of surface inspection when several
probable house features were observed. No cultural detritus was observed

on any part of the surface of the site. Nine house features were identified.
This remains a minimum number, however, as several more possible features
which were less distinct, especially on the eastern end of the site

where dwarf birch and willow have obscured the ground surface, may be
present.

In general
easier to
complete r natur y in_a flew cases
was moss thigk ar ear ‘the houpse cente markihg a vegetational
variation | remaipnder of| the wgll~draiped tenrace. The house
are subrectangular in outTine, a i ctng either due
south or slightly east of south. Most of the entrances are between 3
and 4 meters in length. The houses themselves, as far as could be determined,
were roughly 3 meters north-south by 4 meters east-west; this is a minimum
size. Surficial evidence suggests that soil movement toward the interior
of the houses has obscured and lessend their true dimensions. The houses
1ie along the incline of the terrace in an east-west alignment with only
one house south of the general alignment,.

1onii;5re vagye 4 the entryw¢y—be719 S
e

s one of almost

Time did not allow for investigation at each house, therefore, only three
houses were tested.

House #4, was tested with three 30 cm? tests. Test #1, to the west of

the entry in the southwest corner of the house, revealed two horizontal
slabs of shale in association with a brown organic soil below 10 cm. of
moss/lichen. These slabs were left in place and a second test, 2.5 meters
east in the northeast corner of the house, revealed 10 cm. of moss overlying
10 cm. brown organic silt with numerous associated rock fragments which
appeared to represent structural members similar to those encountered

in test #l. Thirty-two fire-cracked black chert flakes, six gray banded
chert flakes, one gray.chert flake and one black chert fragment, which

may be a portion of a Wpicroblade, were recovered from this brown silt at

a depth of 10-23 cm. below surface. Below the cultural level sterile
beach lag was encountered. In an attempt to recover datable organics, a
third, smaller (20cm?) test was excavated near the door. No charcoal

was observed and the stratigraphy was comparable to the first two tests.
House #6, the largest, was punctured by four test excavations, all between
20 and 30 cm?. In the westernmost test a 15 cm thick deposit of brown
silt overlay a 3 cm. thick, white band. When wetted, the white material
dissolved into a thin paste which may represent wood ash. No charcoal
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was observed. In the easternmost test a quartz cobble with one side worn
flat was found just below the moss layer. The function of this artifact(?)
is unknown. The other two tests revealed nothing identifiable as cultural
material other than possible structural members; slabs of shale bedrock.

House #7 received a single 20 cm? test pit near its center which produced
five black chert flakes.

This sxte is most 11ke1y a\wxnter vvllage."The oss1b111ty of 1t

good. Indeed the ancient condition of the houses, ji.e. almost completely
unrecognizable, argues favorably for this cultural/chonological assessment.

The possibility that this site represents a over-wintering occupation by

Arctic Small Tool Tradition peoples makes its significance moderate and
the research potential high.

At present|t N e \does| n E::E?eér to b ?h atened b¥~any—4dve im ;1.

IR/

- 147 -

T%gmw



AMR-036 (continued)
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AMR-037

Site Elevation: NE1l/4, NW1/4 Probable Site Type:
2665 ft. Section 30 Winter Camp
T30N, R12E
Site Age: Kateel River Meridian Probable Cultural
ca. 100 years B.P. Affiliation:

Nunamiut Eskimo

This site is located on a promontory overlooking Lake Amitchiak's north
shore 300 meters east of the outlet stream of two small lakes which lie

1 kilometer north of Amitchiak. The site lies on the southwesternmost
bluff associated with a ridge which runs northeast, away, from the lake.
The bluff is the most elevated and closest to the lake of any of the
ridges and bluffs which 1ie east of the stream. The bluff rises abruptly
from the lake shore ascend1ng rapidly to an elevation 40 meters above
lake level to the

Vegetat ion 0 nd henbageous plants, -
dwarf will e\willaw. Tﬁé:giew from| the
site is ex¢ t,\ while g view to th
north is o '

The site was discovered during surface inspection of the area when two
house depressions were observed near the central portion of the bluff
promontory. Other cultural features may also be present.

A single 30cm? te it was excavated to a depth of 25 cm. in the center

of one of thg hous _Peatures. A moss layer of variable thickness .covered

a dark brown organ1c zone which is 2-3 cm. thick. Decaying wljlow branches.
and 35-50 small waste flakes of brown banded and black chert were 0bserved
in the organic unit. Below this cultural layer was a slab of bedrock.

These cultural features lack clearly recognizable entrance tunnel as

were seen at AMR-036. The presence of well preserved wood, although
possibly due to micro-environmental conditions, may indicate a later time
period for this occupation than is suspected at AMR-036, The possibility
of these two features representing moss houses, or ivruliks, winter
structures, is a distinct possibility. The dimensions of the features
are not eas1ly discernable although they appear to be at least 4 meters

x 2.5 meters.

There is a good possibility that this site is related to AMR-034, located
150-200 meters northeast on the next highest part of the ridge.

Little more can be said about this site without further investigation.
Lithic material at this site is similar to that observed a AMR-034 roughly
200 meters to the northeast. If the features do represent the remains of
ivruliks the site was probably occupied by Nunamiut Eskimos no more than
150 years ago.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is unknown.
At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impact.
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AMR-038

Site Elevation: NE1/4, SE1/4 Probable Site Type:
2550 ft. Section 32 Lookout /Hunting
T30N, R12E
Site Age: Kateel River Meridian Probable Cultural

ca. 500 years B.P. Affiliation: Late

Prehistoric Eskimo

This site appears to be one located and reported by E.S. Hall in 1973.
The site is lies on a bedrock knoll on the western edge of Lake Kipmik
roughly 2 kilometers. southeast of the northwestern end of the lake.

The view from the site is panoramic encompassing the entire lake and the
surrounding local country. The southeastern end of Lake Amitchiak is
also visible.

Vegetation[at i i i t of liqnenT—méij, a@g;iau_

woody and hen S i atitudinal t .:::]
line, therpefq otk spalls|, chunks, and
small outcrof reatingla surfac

~h (D

that is a mi fack topography o
the site i hillocks creating

local reli lles roughly 1/2
kilometer from the lake shore and 40-50 meters above the level of the
lake. Other than minor frost churning and grizzly bear excavation for
ground squirrels there does not appear to be any active erosion taking
place at the site.

The site was Lnfated through visual inspection of the surface. A line of
between 20-25\ipuksuk-crosses the knoll in a northwest to southeast
direction. The Tine of inuksuk is in excess of 100 meters in length. On
a much smaller-isolated knoll about 100 meters to the south is another
line.-of~inuksuk funning in a south-southwest to north-northeast direction.
This second 1ine of inuksuk is less than 50 meters in length and is
comprised of about 10 inuksuk. At the promontory of the larger knoll a
single gray chert flake was found. Datum is at the flake location.

The inuksuk are made of slabs of the platey limestone bedrock. The slabs
average about 60 cm and are 5-10 cm. thick. The slabs have been set
into the surface on edge and braced or topped by additional slabs. Most
of the slabs have fallen over, however, four or five are still erect.

The lines of inuksuk may be associated with hunting activities of the
inhabitants of two small late prehistoric village sites located near the
northwest end of the lake.

The site is definately hunting oriented and typical of the type of sites
often associated with large lakes in the Brooks Range. The site's level
of significance is moderate as it, in association with the habitations
at the northwest end of the lake, adds additional data to aboriginal
subsistence activities during the past 500 years.

The site does not appear to be in danger of any adverse impacts.
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AMR-039

Site Elevation: SE1/4, SE1/4 Probable Site Type:
2520 ft. Section 32 Lookout
T30N, R12E
Site Age: Kateel River Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

The site is located on a limestone/shale bedrock outcrop that forms a
knoll on the upward sltoping tundra 150 meters from the central-western
shore of Lake Kipmik. AMR-038 lies roughly 600 meters to the northwest
and AMR-040 lies about a kilometer to the south-southeast. The view
from the site is excellent as it encompasses all of Lake Kipmik and the
surrounding local country.

Vegetation at the site consists of a thin mat of lichen, moss and low

woody and he s pla i t inghsﬂUL
and the surf is soveregd an 1. 'LSoi at;:]
the site i ery thin toln ot |appear to be

any active ejosion takin
Cultural materti s located through /su atjion. Two cher

flakes, on S apart on the_
edge of a natural depression. No other cultural material was observed
and no subsurface testing was undertaken.

The site probably served as a hunting lookout. No cultural or temporal
assessment can be made due to the lack of diagnostic artifacts. The
site does not appear to be in danger of any adverse impacts. Site
significance is of a local nature only.

AMR-040
Site Elevation: SE1/4, NE1/4 Probable Site Type:
2440 ft, Section 4 . Camp/Lookout
T29N, R12E o
Site Age: Kateel River Meridian _ .-Probable Cultural™ ‘
4000-2000 years B.P. e Affiliation: Denbigh )

« Flint Complex .-~
The site lies about 500 meters southwest of the shore of Kipmik Lake.

The site borders a stream which enters the lake on a point on the south-
eastern shore. The point is the result of a fan or delta built by the

creek. The southeastern corner of the lake lies approximately one kilometer
to the southeast. AMR-039 is located 1 kilometer to the west.

The site lies on a low bench that appears to be glacial in origin. The
bench may also be an ancient creek terrace remnant but it is so different,
morphologically and in its composition, from the surrounding stream
channels and banks that this seems doubtful. The surface of the bench
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is so flat and level that it gives the appearance of having been graded.
Several shallow drainages cross the bench in an east-west direction.

The surface of the bench is thinly vegetated by lichen, moss and low

woody and herbaceous plants. Small rocks and gravel are exposed everywhere.
Several robust growths of grass are present on what may be cultural
features. The bench is surrounded by active stream channels which support
robust willow growth. Some of the nearby willows are truely giants being

in excess of four meters in height with trunk diameters up to 15 cm.

The bench is very steep sided on the north and west margins while the
south and east edges grade gently into tundra and willow. The bench
averages 25 meters wide and is 100 meters in length. The long axis is
roughly north-south. The surface of the bench is elevated about 2 meters -
above the immediate surrounding country. Although slight, this elevation
allows for a good view in all directions. All of Lake Kipmik and

be seen
The site was |located by vi ual nypect i

black, brown e, pink s7and purple \chert wd

fragments flaKes
the surfac i 1so {found reen chert prpj ctxle
point simi om plex an&\@enb'

Flint Complex. An additional surface find was a gray chert end bTagg/sdde
blade with the base/other half missing. The tool exhibits the finely
controlled paralled oblique flaking technique commonly used in the manufacture

of Denbigh Flint Complex end and side blades.

A total of seven 20 cm? test pits were excavated to a depth of 10 cm. at
selected locations around the site. The tests revealed the following

soil profile which appears to be generally consistant over the entire site.
The soil is very thin and rocky. The thin vegetation mat ranges up to 4
cm thick to the bottom of the root mat. From the bottom of the root mat
downward the organic soil does not exceed 4 cm. and is usually 3 cm. thick.
A redish brown mineral soil continues down beneath the organic soil to an
unknown depth. The entire soil profile, from surface through the mineral
soil, contains many rocks ranging in size from pea gravel to large cobbles.
Most common however are flat, angular, spalls of the local bedrock which
range in size from 4 x 8 x 1 cm. to 25 x 20 x 5 cm.; a few are larger,

The cultural material was recovered from the surface, root mat, and

organic soil. No cultural material was found below the contact of-the
organic and mineral soil horizons. The majority of the subsurface chtural‘
material was recovered from the organic soil horizon, rougﬁ%xNQ -5 cm..”

below surface.

The various types and colors of cultural material seems to be localized
generally speaking, in definite areas of the site possibly indicating
occupational events or activity areas.

There are two overlaping, roughly circular, grassy areas at the southwest

end of the site. It was thought that these grassy areas might represent
cultural features however, when tested there was no indication of a
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cultural origin. Datum was established just to the west of the grassy
areas.

Test Pit #1: 4 meters from datum on a bearing of 170° mag. - culturally
sterile.

Test Pit #2: 1.5 meters from datum on a bearing of 360° mag. - one
miniscule gray chert flake.

Test Pit #3: 14 meters from datum on a bearing of 185° mag. - four small
gray chert flakes.

Test Pit #4: 14 meters from datum on a bearing of 144° mag. - numerous
medium/small gray chert flakes.

Test Pit #5: 22 meters from datum on a bearing of 68° mag. - surface
idian a ack-chert flakes; subsu idign-and black
t\flakes & ray and white che of iani us_sizes,
cortiex\present onSs rface pbgidian flake
tum on 3 of 20°[mag. - surfac
nd/sfide blade/=—3ubsirfage culturally stefrille.

Test Pit #7: 63 meters from datum on a bearing of 16° mag. - subsurface
culturally sterile,

Test Pit #6:

1=
~J
o
T
ct
-3
w

A1l test pit locations had some cultural material on the surface. Surface
cultural material, because of the thin vegetation mat and very shallow
"S0i1 seems to be a good indicator of subsurface material. There were

many locations of surface material that were not tested.

Projectile Point: 2 meters from datum on a bearing on 308° mag. - surface.

Scraper: 5.5 meters from datum on a bearing of 330° mag. - surface.

Although no microblades or mitten shaped burins were found at the site

at least one occupation probably represents the Denbigh Flint Complex as
indicated by the end/side blade and possibly the projectile point. The
projectile point may also indicate use of the site by Pallisades or
perhaps Tuktu people. The site could have been occupied as long ago as
6000 B.P by Pallisades or Tuktu cultural groups while a Denbigh occupation
would range between 4000-2000 years ago. More recent occupations may

also be represented. The obsidian may provide a hydration date for at
least one of the site's occupational events.

The site is an excellent locality for a campsite as well as a hunting
lookout as there is an abundent supply of fuel, water, and building
material nearby. The Denbigh component may be related to a Denbigh
site, reported by E., Hall in 1973, approximately 1 kilometer to the
‘edst-southeast.
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Site significance is moderate. There is a good possibility that there
is a lot of subsurface cultural material at the site but the soil is so
thin and rocky that probably 1ittle more than an artifact inventory
would be be gained from excavation. However, that isn't necessarily
bad. Research potential does exist.

The site, at present, is not threatened by adverse impacts and is far
enough from the lake shore to discourage visits by recreational users of
the area.

Map NoT Quite To ScaLe

0Oz 2m&TERS X=DATum S = ScrRApER
B = TzsT PrH £: ENo/S(pe BLave P, ProjEcTLE PoinT
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AMR-041

Site Elevation: SE1/4, NE1/4 Probable Site Type:
2420 ft. ' Section 4 Long Term Habitation
T29N, R12E
Site Age: Kateel River Meridian Probable Cultural
4000-2000 years B.P. Affiliation: Denbigh

Flint Complex

This site was discovered by E.S. Hall Jr. in 1973. The site is located
on a level area at the southwestern corner of Lake Kipmik. The site
fronts on the lake above an ice thrust berm that extends about a meter
above the present beach elevation. AMR-040 lies one kilometer to the
northwest., Except for a narrow, albeit but robust growth of dwarf willow
which grows along the top of the ice thrust berm, much of the site is
covered by a vegetation mat of grasses, lichen, moss, and some low woody

ry low h, Ei;ghtly_
warf willow i iftently

ssy locglities. Conversely,
gst \the d arf:EIf}h.

itels [location. Mos

iy TrﬁﬂV:_
untry\is visible with the ex

of a small portion of the lake's northwestern quadrant. :

The surface of the site is, for the most part, tussock free and apparently
fairly well drained. Hall states that the site lies on an old beach
ridge, however, this was not visually apparent. The ground slopes upward
very gently to the west and grades into cotton grass tussock tundra
between 40-75 meters from the ice thrust berm. Although, no subsurface
testing was conducted in the dwarf birch areas, from surface appearances,
there is no substrate difference between the birch and grassey areas.
Indeed the understory in the dwarf birch areas appears to be the same

mix of grass, lichen, moss and low herbaceous plants that form the surface
vegetation mat in the non-dwarf birch locales. Why the dwarf birch

grows in some piaces and not others on the site may be directly related

to past human occupation. This is purely conjecture, however, as no
subsurface testing was initiated in the dwarf birch areas. The entire
surface of the site area, be it dwarf birch or grass/lichen/moss covered,
is well vegetated; there are no mineral soil exposures. There are numerous
cobble sized rocks poking through the vegetation mat in some areas but
they are incorporated in the vegetation, their upward thrusting probably
the result of frost action.

Hall's 1973 excavation area has revegetated quite well over the past 12
years, enough so that it was not readily identifiable. The only erosion
occurring at the site is the ice thrusting (bulldozing) that occurs annually
when the lake ice breaks up and the wind shoves it on shore. However, a
sizable berm has built up and has been to a great degree stabilized by a
robust willow growth., Little, if any, damage is being done to the site.
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The site was located through subsurface testing. With Hall's report in
hand, but no site Tocation map, I had a bit of difficulty locating the site
as he states that it lies on the, "“southeasternmost corner of the lake."
The site lies in southwesternmost corner of the lake, depending what

one calls a corner. The southeasternmost corner of the lake did not

seem well suited for a site so I went across the bay, to the west where a
nondescript point of land lay. Upon leaving the raft and climbing on to
the area beyond the ice thrust berm I recognized the ground cover from
Hall's description. However, I could not locate his 1973 excavation
area. It being lunch time I wandered about the area, cold beer in hand,
scanning the well-vegetated surface. Finding nothing on the surface I
kicked back a bit of the vegetation mat and saw numerous chert flakes
lying on the contact between the organic soil/root mat and what I assume
to be old beach shingle (flat stones which form the beach). This was
Hall's site, but I was on the extreme northwestern end of it. Hall's
1973 excavation, which I later located, lay more than 90 meters to the

southeqst. :] ;]

Hall's 1978 description pf ;;;:Zu stratd/spil \profille ts_quite accurat
in terms of descriptjon althoughShorizoh fhicknesses| and deéths are
somewhat mor 3! e than he\reports; he only\ excgvated in one small
area and spent less’ than| a|day at thezfjke EB*;_is iis Lo be expected
Using Hall's description in conjunction with wn observations the
soil horizons/profile is as follows:

0 horizons: 1iving, dead, and decomposed organic material 2-4 cm. below
surface. Although I did no trowling I saw no indication that this horizon
contained any cultural material.

A horizons: this refers mainly to the A-1 horizon as only in a few
instances did I see anything that I could consider even a very thin poorly
developed A-2 horizon. Silty loam, platy, thin, slightly plastic roots
abundant. Separation with B horizon broken but clear when A horizon not
too thin. Contains some small pebbles and small slab like rocks; cultural
material. In some places stained yellow/brown/gray from charcoal, ash,
and organic material in the cultural detritus. 2-5 cm. thick; 2-7 cm.
below surface.

B horizons: silty/grity loam, platy, thin, slightly plastic, roots
abundant. Separation with A horizons broken but clear when A horizon not
too thin; dark brown to reddish brown. Contains cultural material as well
as slab like rocks and pebbles. Lies directly on old beach shingle.

Does not adhear in most cases to beach shingle, but will 1ift off easily
as a unit with 0 and A horizon. 2-7 cm. thick, 4-10 cm. below surface.

C horizons: I did not excavate so I have no idea as to the thickness.
The upper surface which incorporates the beach shingle occurs at 6-10 cm,
below surface except when directly overlain by vegetation mat. It is
gravelly, rocky, and somewhat plastic. Contains some cultural material
which has worked dawn among the gaps in the beach shingle. Serves as a
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binding agent to hold together old beach shingle as a unit. Small roots
common, yellowish brown/gray. Hall states it reaches a depth in excess
of 17 ¢m. Underside of rocks stained dark by carbonates.

The method of testing this site was somewhat unique. In my initial
discovery I found that the vegetation mat as well as the A soil horizon
and usually all or most the the B soil horizon could be lifted off the
old beach shingle and laid back like a carpet. My method of testing
became as follows: with an entrenching tool I would chop through the
vegetation mat on three sides of a 50 cm® test. I would then 1ift the
vegetation up, along with the A and B soil horizons, and lay it back,
soil side up like opening a trap door in a floor. The one uncut edge of
the test acting as the hinge. I poked around in the hole a bit and on
the surface of the flap but did no troweling as a good percentage of the
cultual material was exposed. If a test had cultural material in it

[ Teft it open for collection, soil prof11e description and mappxng If
a test did[no cult jal in i

closedr+%—§2§§;rp i
When mapping iscovered t j;ied a praplem, for| sg-p ctl
I

tests close up and blend|in wit e surfouRding vegetition they wer
extremely difificul o relocate:

m sfird theke werle a few ﬂ didn't|rellocate
when mapping Ee/ it

It should bementioned t theelltu atly sterile test pits are not
necessarily sterile. No true excavation was done in any of the tests.
Therefore if cultural material was not obvious to casual inspection the
test was sterile.

The tests that produced cultural material were mapped in and ag%amp1e>of
the cultural material was taken. Some tests displayed hundreds of flakes,
‘most quite small. Then the test was closed in the previously described
manner.

A total 06;29 subsurface tesfs were made in an area of roughly 7000 square
meters; of these, 15 produced cultural material.

Test Pit A: A single, small, gray chert flake 4 cm. below surface at the
contact of the soil and the old beach shingle.

Test Pit B: A single black chert flake 6 cm. below surface at the contact of
the soil and the old beach shingle.

Test Pit C: Numerous black and gray chert flakes, several obsidian
flakes, burin blank or broken projectile point, an obsidian
core tablet (from bottom of core) dlso charcoEb, fire cracked
rock, and’ burned bonex Charcoal sample taken\ Appears to
be hearth possibly in a dwelling 0, A, and B horizons
thicker here. Cultural material from soil an% beach shingle

contact 5-9 cm. below surface.

/ ‘ (ot pizy c

- ‘;, //( "
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Test

Test

Test

Test

Test

Test

Test

Test

Test

Test

Test

Test :

Pit

Pit

Pit

Pit

Pit

Pit

Pit

Pit

Pit

Pit

Pit

Pit

Numerous black and gray chert flakes - one retouched - also
obsidian flakes some with cortex, gray chert proge;tﬂﬂe T
point base, mid section of large, broad black chert projectile
point. Cultural material in soil and beach shingle c¢ontact
3-5 cm. below surface.

Single gray chert flake. Soil very shallow. Cultural
material from beach shingle contact 4 cm. below surface.

Single black chert flake very shaliow soil. Cultural material
from beach shingle contact 3 cm. below surface.

Numerous chert filakes, black, brown, gray, blue-gray. Three
chert burin spalls from three different-burins also a few
pieces of fire-cracked rock and{ ‘burned bone - no charcoal.
Dense concentration of very smal lue-gray chert flakes in

of t¢§t“‘80 1 shallows; féi:ﬁ fr

chert fiakes aspd i di '?TEEQ. Cultural
il " 4-8 cm. below sjurface.

rt flakes. aries from 4-
c¢cm. Cultural material from soil and beach shingle contact 3-
5 cm. below surface.

Three black chert flakes. Shallow soil 1-4 cm. thick.
Cultural material from soil and beach shingle contact 2-4 cm.
below surface.

Numerous cheq&”f]akes, black. , gray and blue-gray, burin
spall, base of-Denbigh burin~(spall from different burin)
lots of fire cracked rock - no charcoal or burned bone.

Soil shallow 0-3 cm. thick. Cultural material from beach
shingle contact 2-4 cm. below surface.

Numerous chert flakes, black, brown, gray, blue-gray, a few
pieces of fire cracked rock - no charcoal or burned bone.
Soil varyingly shallow 0-6 cm. thick. Cultural material
from beach shingle contact 2-5 cm. below surface.

Single black chert flake. Thick soil 3-8 cm. Cultural
material from beach shingle contact 6 cm. below surface.

Numerous black and gray chert flakes, basalt biface tip.
Shallow soil 2-4 cm, thick. Numerous pieces of fire cracked
rock. Cultural material from beach sh1ngle contact 2-4 cm.
below surface.

o
Three black chert flakes, one obsidian microblade fragment.
Numerous pieces of fire-cracked rock and-charcoal - possible
hearth {microblade 1in hearth) charcoal sample collected.
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stones for

Soil shallow 2-4 cm, thick. Cultural material from beach
shingle contact 2-4 cm. below surface.

Only tests that produced cultural material were given letter designations.
The location of all test pits is approximate. The area is so big that

it precluded accurate mapping by a single person given the amount of

time allowable for investigating the site.

[t was interesting that in most cases the fire-cracked rock was of a

dif ferent shape and material than the rocks which comprised the beach
shingle. Most of the fire-cracked rock, were large cobbles of exotic
material. Rocks of this type were probably glacially transported and

can be seen thinly and sporadically scattered on the beach around the

lake and more commonly as part of the outwash deposited by the lake's

feeder streams which flow into the lake from the surrounding hills/mountains.
This suggests that the inhabitants of the site were selecting special

e

he ;}t is huge h:n compared with other nan

In terms of

Denbigh F17 sites 1n the Centra nge.‘i}ﬂ the sumatipn
of his sitg tdates\that the i al] one, probabl
occupied by am i group fo;\kjg i e as a hunting camp| in
the summer ttfonal by t, that these ple

may have been from Etivlik Lake and that they might have wintered at the
larger Denbigh site located on that lake. Given his knowledge of the
site in 1973 that was certainly not an unreasonable suggestion.

However, based on the data collected in 1985 it appears that the site at
Lake Kipmik, at the least, in terms of size and prolonged use certainly
rivals the Punyik Point site at Etivlik Lake.

The main dif ference between the two sites may have been the season of
occupation. The site Tocale at Lake Kipmik is certainly not well suited
for the construction of semi-subterranean houses while the Etivlik Lake
site was and did have such dwellings. The data collected to date from
the Lake Kipmik site suggests that it was a non-winter habitation locale.
Today, spring, summer and fall caribou and moose are abundent and the
lake contains excellent fish resource which includes lake trout, grayling,
white fish, and burbut. As Hall suggests, people wintering a Etivlik
Lake, which 1ies only 17 kilometers to the north, may have been utilizing
the Lake Kipmik resources during the non-winter months. The site and
cultural material density of the Lake Kipmik site suggests that use was
on a regular basis and on a large scale over a long period of time.

The charcoal sample and obsidian microblade fragment from test pit "0"
were submitted for chronologic analysis. The radiocarbon content of the
charcoal was measured by the AMS (accelerator) technique, The sample,
Beta-14648,.produced a radio carbon age of 3655 + B. P The corrected
date is 4045 # 150 years B.P. N
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Portions of the obsidian microblade were submitted to three different
laboratories which returned rind thickness measurements which varied 0.50u
or less. The most retiable measurement was determined to be 1.68u + 0.06u.
Applying a hydration rate of 0. 72u2/1000 years wh1ch was developed at
Itkillik Lake, yields a hydration date of 3920N+ 280 years B.P.

Although the sample is small, the dates corroborate each other.
Additionally, the site has been culturally identified as a manifestation
of the Denbigh Flint Complex. The radiocarbon and obsidian hydration
dates are good, solid, dates for early Denbigh.

This site is highly significant and research potential is extremely
high. A site of this size and magnitude, without evidence of winter
occupation, is quite uncommon.

Because the site is at the southern end of the lake the potent1a1 of

visitor impa robabry—mvrms the ar hould b ed. B —
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AMR-042

Site Elevation: SEl/4, SE1/4 Probable Site Type:
2800 ft. Section 3 Lookout
T29N, R12E
Site Age: Kateel River Meridian Probable Cultural
Ca. 2000 years B.P. Affiliation: Unknown

The site lies on a large hill at the southeastern end of Lake Kipmik. The
site is located in a saddle between the promontory of the hill and the
promontory of a spur or ridge that extends east from the hill toward

Midas Creek. AMR-041 lies about 3 kilometers to the west-northwest and
AMR-043 1ies 375 meters to the east. Midas Creek lies at the base of

the spur 1 kilometer to the southeast. '

Because of its location in the saddle, the view from the site is limited

to the Mid

kilometers|to re
surrounding clount

Surface coyer] at the/sit ‘fﬁtTJn mat of
lichen, mo{s, urface is exp#s id
mineral sotis Fock sp rock slabs.
Cultural material-was-located by visual inspection of the surface. Black
and gray chert flakes, both.large and small were thinly scattered over an
area roughly K meters square.~ In addition there were several black and
gray chert misroblade fragments as well as a gray chert microblade core
fragment. The distal-&hd of one of the microblade fragments was retouched

making it appear as a mini-end scraper. Ancther of the microblades
showed edge retouch along both margins.,

Based on the observed caribou activity in the area the site probably

served as a hunting lookout and a location from which caribou could be
intercepted. There may have been some lines of inuksuk on the higher
ground to the east and west of the site but the area is so naturally

rocky that it is impossible to determine this with any degree of certainty.

The presence of microblades may indicate a minimum age for the site ca.
2000 years. They may also indicate an association with AMR-041 the nearby
Denbigh site. The variety of lithic material at the site suggests that
more than a single occupational event occurred there.

No subsurface testing was done and there is a good possibility that
subsurface cultural material is present.

The site's significance is local in nature and research potential appears low.
No adverse impacts appear to be threatening the site.
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AMR-043

Site Elevation: SW1/4, SW1l/4 Probable Site Type:
2600 ft. Section 2 Lookout
T29N, R12E
Site Age: Kateel River Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located on the eastern spur of the large hill at the southeast
end of Lake Kipmik. The site lies 30 meters from the northeast end of

the spur which overlooks Midas Creek. AMR-042 Ties 375 meters to the

west while Midas Creek lies less than a kilometer to the east at the base
of the spur. Although, the crest of the spur is approximately 40 meters
lower than the promontory of the main body of the hill the view is still
excellent, The Midas Creek drainage is visible for at least 8 kilometers
to the northeast and at least 15 kilometers to the south-southwest.

Because th - t from in porti
the hill a i f\Lake Kipmik i 1so

Vegetation at off 11¢ eng moss, apd
some low h is exfdse mineral i

small frag uneroys farge slabs of
bedrock. ?HRTXL_A

The site was located by visual inspection of the surface and is, in

every sense of the word, an isolated find. A single artifact comprises
the site; a fluted projectile point. The artifact is fragmentary consisting
of the upper 2/3, the base is missing. The location of the facture
suggest that projectile point was broken while hafted. A thorough search
of the area failed to turn up the basal portion of the artifact. This
discovery of a fluted projectile point is consistant with the discovery
of many fluted points in the Brooks Range, an isolated find. Fluted
projectile point are not necessarily indicators of antiquity in Alaska
nor do they appear to be cultural hallmarks. Little else can be said
about the site. Since the artifact was collected, in essence, the site
no longer exists.

WIS-043
Artifact - Actual Size

iy

Cross Section

T Fluted Projectile Point A
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AMR-044

Site Elevation: SE1/4, SW1/4 Probable Site Type:
2410 ft. Section 29 Unknown
T30N, R12E
Site Age: Kateel River Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site lies on a low beach terrace at the northwest end of Lake Kipmik.
Lying no more than a meter above the lake level the site lies adjacent

to a feeder stream and the lake's outlet. Although low, the site offers
an excellent view of the majority of the lake and surrounding local
country. AMR-032 Ties 200 meters to the north-northwest.

The site is well vegetated by lichen and grass which is interspersed
with robust growths of willow. The site locale is the only dry area in

the Tow lyi rthe— hwest en¢—eﬂ the lake

The site was [located thr«)uu inspecgion of th
f

4urface. A large
retouched 1 S observed \in\the i e’fﬁ?ﬁ§p berm near
the water'sg pity were’ excavated|to a depth of {10
cm. several

ce Tlake and yielded no addjtijpnal
cultural ma

The site is very possibly associated with nearby AMR-032. The site does
not appear to be in any danger except possibly from campers. However
there appears to be very 1ittle cultural material at the site so very
little can be lost through adverse impacts. Site significance is of a
local nature only and research potential is low.

vesit of| the s

AMR-045
Site Elevation: SW1/4, NW1/4 Prabable Site Type:
2800 ft, Section 20 Cache
T30N, R12E
Site Age: Kateel River Meridian Probable Cultural
ca. 500 years B.P. _ Affiliation: Late

Prehistoric Eskimo

This site is located 2 kilometers north of the inlet to Lake Amitchiak on
the southwestern slope of a 4000' mountain. The site overiooks the entire
local area including two small lakes perched on the valley wall 500 meters
to the southwest.

This site consists of a cache pit excavated into the fractured bedrock of
the slope and lined with slabs of rock. The cache pit measures 3.5 meters
east-west x 4 meters north-south. Three long rectangular shaped blocks
cap the cache on the north end while the southern portion is covered by
several large slabs. This feature is much larger than most area caches
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and is referred to as a cache merely as a convenience. No additional
cultural evidence was associated with the cache.

The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes temporal or cultural assessment
of the site. However, the near proximity of Late Prehistoric Eskimo sites
suggest that this site may be related to that cultural period.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is Tow. At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.

AMR-046
Site Elevation: SE1/4 NW1/4 Probable Site Type:
3000 TE- e pnaises I S
Site Age: K ﬁobable Cultural
ca. 500 yea P. A

'TTII§F1on Late
eiI§ﬁ1s oric Eskimo
This site ts—tocated 0.8k : Lake_Kipmik outlet/Lake
Amitchiak inlet stream. The site lies in the saddle of a conical shaped
spur of a prominent ridge. The site offers an excellent view of Lake
Kipmik and Amitchiak and the surrounding country. Vegetation at the

site consists of scattered patches of lichen and moss. The majority of
the surface is exposed, fractured bedrock.

The site consists of two large bedrock slab caches similar in size and
shape to the one at AMR-045. As with the feature at AMR-045 these features
are called caches for lack of a better word. A smaller feature, which

may be a hearth, is assoc1ated with the caches. No other cultural material
was observed,

The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes temporal or cultural assessment
of the site. However, the near proximity of several late prehistoric
Eskimo sites suggest that this site may be related to that cultural period.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low. At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.
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AMR-047

Site Elevation: SE1/4, SE1/4 Probable Site Type:
2460 ft. Section 29 Semi-Subterrainean
T30N, R12E Houses (village)?
Site Age: Kateel River Meridian Probable Cultural
ca. 500 years B.P. Affiliation: Late

Prehistoric Eskimo

This site is located on a prominant bluff which rises 15 meters above
Lake Kipmik's northwestern shore approximately 0.8 kilometers east of the
lake's outlet. The surface of the bluff slopes gently south toward the
lake for a distance of 15 meters and then plunges steeply to the rocky
shore. The view from the site is excellent encompassing most of the lake
and the surrounding country.

hstorie——-
'i:fggziﬁjesuT i i:::

of [the vegetation can

ow and birch
d pbout the site

This site, as is the case with AMR-032, has been briefly mentioned and
described by William Irving, 1962 and Edwin Hall 1973. Unlike AMR-032,
which lies on the same shore 600 meters to the west, this site's cultural
features are much less obvious. Additionally, no bone, charcoal, fire-
cracked rock or other 1ithic debitage is visible eroding from the steep
bluff-face as is the case at the larger site to the west.

Inspection of the site indicates that it consists of at least two semi-
subterranean houses and possibly two other large cultural features either
or both of which may also be houses. Several cache pits may also be
present. The site area appears to cover an area of 50 meters east-west x
15 meters north-south.

House #2 is the most well defined feature at the site. This house measures
4 x 3 meters and exhibits a centrally located stone lined, south-facing
entryway. Three 30 cmé test pits were excavated to a depth of 20 cm.

and with the exception of a single caribou vertibra were culturally

sterile. A single 30 cm? test was excavated in the center of house #1.

This house measures 3 x 3 meters and has a south-facing entryway which is
offset to the east. The test pit produced a fragment of caribou metapodial,
a single chert flake, some fire-cracked rock and a few flecks of charcoal.

A similar sized test excavation in house #3, if in fact it is a house
produced some fire-cracked and a few flecks of charcoal.

Subsurface testing at the site suggests that the cultural levels are
shallow and thin and that the location was not intensly used. The cultural
evidence suggests the site is an over-wintering locale occupied by late
prehistoric Eskimos ca. 500 years ago. The site is probably related to
AMR-032 a larger, similar site near the northwest end of the lake.
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Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is moderate
at best. At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any
adverse impact.

DRAF
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AMR-048
Site Elevation: NE1/4, SE1/4 Probable Site Type:
2520 ft, Section 23 Camp/Lookout
T30N, R11E
Site Age: Kateel River Meridian Probable Cultural
ca. 200 years B.P. Affiliation: Nunamiut

Eskimo

This site is located on the north shore of the extreme west end of Lake
Amitchiak 400 meters east of the lake's outlet stream. The site lies

on top of a 15 meter high glacially formed knoll which spans 120 meters
of the shoreline. The site occupies the western quarter of the knoll.

In this area the lake is quite narrow measuring about 300 meters from
shore to shore. To the north of the site, the valley wall rises steeply
to 4000' mountains. An embayment of the north shore 1ies 100 meters west

The view from| the ions, howeyer, the natur 1)
focus of aftenhtion| friom the sit o0 be\the o tTEf”EFEa.

Douglas Creek| pas th\ to the[Roatak River
located 1. to, the| edst encompasse

the majori W drained knoll
composed of low woody and herbaceous plants, grasses, dwarf willow,
willow, and dwarf birch.

.~ ""The site was discovered as a.result-of surface inspection. At least two

~ hearth areas and a possiblé tent ring were observed on the west end of

“theknoll. The westernmost of the two hearths is littered with lignt
gray-blue chert flakes. The second hearth, 4 meters east, is a fire
ring 75 cm.in diameter with no visible flakes associated. Six fragments of
worked wood are scattered about this end of the site, all are well weathered.
The tent ring which lies 4 meters north of hearth #1, measures 2.5 meters
in diameter and may have both an interior and exterior hearth. The
possibility that a second, "robbed" tent ring, exists one meter east of
the first is evidenced by a partial 1ine of bedrock blocks which terminates
after 1.5 meters.

Hearth #1 was tested by a 20 cm? test excavated to a depth of 30 cm. A
matrix of dark brown organic silt and fire-cracked rock comprised the
soil of the first 10 cm. of the excavation. Cuiltural detritus consisting
of two brown chert waste flakes and nine gray chert flakes was recovered
from this strata. The following 30 cm. of stratigraphy consisted of a
yellowish/reddish/brown sand mixed with fractured bedrock which was
culturally sterile.

The site's location suggests that it could have served as a camp as

well as a lookout. The lack of diagnostic artifacts preclude cultural or
temporal assessment, although, the tent ring and worked wood suggest a
recent Eskimo occupation. The varjety of lithic material as well as the
worked wood would suggest that more than a single occupation event occurred
at the site.
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Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appears
low. At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse

impacts.
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AMR-049

Site Elevation: NW1l/4, SW1/4 Probable Site Type:
2800 ft. Section 3 Lookout
T29N, R12E
Site Age: Kateel River Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site may be the one Hall refers to in his 1973 report when he states
that he located, "a small chipping station" on the hill at the east end of
the lake. The site lies about one kilometer west-northwest of AMR-042
while AMR-041 lies on the lake shore slightly less than 2 kilometers

to the west-northwest.

Lying some 130 meters above the level of Lake Kipmik, the site offers a

panoramic view of the entire area. All of Lake Kipmik and the surrounding
country can : z
up and down t

Vegetation|at
moss, and |ow
is exposed|mi
large slabs

roken maF of lic
the surfé

Cultural material was observed on surface in an area roughly 5 meterZ.

A few black and gray chert flakes and four large biface fragments were
scattered about the area. Two of the fragments fit together to form a
complete artifact. The bifaces are rather roughly made and appear to be
blanks or preforms, one may possibly be a knife, There is very little
edge retouch on any of the specimens. The waste flakes are of the same
material as the bifaces. This suggests the bifaces were manufactured on
site, perhaps while a hunter was on the lookout for game. Because the
artifacts are not diagnostic no cultural or temporal assessment can be
made.

Site significance is of a local nature only. At present the site doces
not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts. The site could
possibly be related to hunting activities from any of the campsites
scattered around the lake.
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AMR-049 (continued)

AMR-049
Artifacts - Actual Size
Biface Fragments

Dark Gray Chert

iz

Cross Section

Gray Banded Chert

Black Chert

Cross Section W

Cross Sectign

AMR-050
Site Elevation: NE1/4, NW1/4 Probable Site Type:
2420 ft. Section 3 Camp/Lookout
T29N, R12E
Site Age: Kateel River Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site lies on an old beach terrace or alluvial fan deposit at the
southeast corner of Lake Kipmik. AMR-041 lies across the lake 1 kilometer
to the southwest. The site is located on the northern end of the terrace
150 meters from the edge of the lake and about 4 meters above lake level.

- 172 -



The view from the site is panoramic encompassing the entire lake and the
surrounding local country.

The vegetation at the site consists of a thin mat of lichen, moss,

scattered grass, and low herbaceous plants. Patchy growths of very low dwarf
birch and a few scattered dwarf wiliow are also present. The surface is
mostly vegetated.

The site was located by visual inspection of the surface. Three chert
flakes, two gray and one green, were located within 10 meters of each

other. A test pit, 20cm2, was excavated to a depth of 8 cm. at the location
of the two gray chert flakes. The test pit proved to be culturally

sterile, however, subsurface cultural material may be present.

Although, frost heaving has caused numerous hummocks in the surface, the
locale would be a fairly good camps1te as it is close to the lake shore

and offers ud be assoclifff:thh
across the

Significang i i & ' ng researc ntial i
There do nq dVY;I i atenijf‘the site.

AMR-051
Site Elevation: NWl/4, SW1/4 Probable Site Type:
2440 ft. Section 32 Unknown
T30N, R12E
Site Age: ) Kateel River Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site lies on top of a cut-face bluff located on a small bay one
kilometer north of the southeast corner of Lake Kipmik. AMR-050 lies

one kilometer to the south while AMR-041 lies across the lake 1.5 kilometers
to the south-southwest. The top of the bluff is elevated 12 meters

above the lake and offers an excellent view of the majority of the of lake
and surrounding local country.

Surface vegetation consists of a a broken mat of lichen, moss, and low
herbaceous plants. Scattered patches of very low dwarf birch are also
present. On the southern end of the bluff an area of dense grass and
moss supports some dwarf willow. Mineral soil, gravel and some small
flat rocks are exposed over much of the surface of the site area.

Cultural material was located on surface through visual inspection. A
black chert blade-like flake and gray chert flake were located about 7
meters apart. A 20 cm? test pit was excavated to a depth of 8 cm. at the
location of the blade-like flake and proved to be culturally sterile. A
second similar sized test pit was excavated in the moss/grass area to see
if the surface vegetation indicated the presence of a subsurface cultural
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feature.

The test pit proved to be culturally sterile.

A depression

which may be a cache pit was observed on the bluff edge in front of the

grassy area.

A visual inspection of the cut face in front of the depression

did not reveal any bone or other cultural detritus sloughing off the

bluff.

The site location would serve well as a camp location and/or an area for
the construction of a semi-subterranean house.
serve as an excellent lookout.

P

The locale would also

o o ‘\\ . . .
_-§ite significance is of a local nature only and research potential is low.

Active erosionsis taking place on the bluff face but the rate at which

4t _is occurring is not known.

Due to the paucity of cultural material at

the site mitigation of the erosion need not be a pressing management concern.

Site Elavation:
2500 qt.

e o’

Site Age:

ca. 500 years B.P.

_—i:::j\\\ AMR-05
Dy ]\

. $£1/4 / N1/
IR
730N, R12E

Kateel River Meridian

i

[

“P%;;Lble Site Type:
Camp |

! i

[

Probable Cultura
Affiliation: Late
Prehistoric Eskimo

This site is located 1 kilometer south of the outlet of Lake Kipmik, and
100-200 meters east of the westernmost creek draining into the lake.
The site lies on top of and 90 meters west of the promontory of the very
gently sloping alluvial fan built by the creek which drains the 4000’

mountains to the south.
restricted area, yet contributed to the build up of the fan.

A creek 800 meters to the east drains a more

The view

from the site is suprisingly good and a totally unobstructed through

360°.

The surface of the site is covered by a thin, somewhat sporadic mat of

lichen, moss, grass, and low woody and herbaceous plants.

Dwarf birch

and willow are scattered about as well as cotton grass tussocks in the

wetter areas.

This two locality site was discovered during surface inspection.

Several

flakes of gray, black, bluish green, and brown streaked chert were seen

scattered over a two meter

area.

A fragment of a bluish-gray chert

side blade/projectile point, tip and mid-section was associated with

the flake.

was observed.=S$Tightly &
to _be a‘very old tent ring with an associated hearth.

Fifteen meters to the north, a light brown chert end scraper
of the lithic concentration there appears

A test pit, 30

cml, was excavated in thé middle of the hearth which was apparent from
the surface indications to the same degree as the rocks comprising the
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tent ring. The hearth matrix conta1ned charcoalﬁ Hurned bone, fire- cracked
rock and a few chert flakes and in profile appeared to begin 3 cm. below

surface and extend to a depth of 10 cm.

Ninety meters west of locality #1, on a slightly lower part of the fan,
several more flakes of dark and light gray chert were found in association
with what appears to be a V-shaped wind break or possibly a tent-ring of
some other kind than the usual round variety. A large tool fragment of
gray chert was found in the middle at the open-end of the feature. Five
meters east of this a retouched flake of streaked brown chert was found.
Eight to ten meters north of these artifacts a scatter of six gray chert
flakes was noted.

Also present at the site are what appear to be several lines of inuksuk
which seem to be scattered over the site area in seemingly random

direct dﬁ§7”‘Wegher ¢r not the inuksu e assocfrated-with the—other - .
cultural [features at|the “STB /fs a matter\ of conljegtur . -

|
The site lappears [to have served as amp, poss1bly_§§§§kiated wlthf
hunting activiti¢s. |Altholgh) no diaghdstit artifqcts were notej, he
cultural Teaturé and|p eséageiburg Boné\_ the hearth at locality| #1
suggest a TeTatively Tecent “age. EVQdence stiggest$ occupation of-the
site by late prehistoric or Nunamiut Eskimo.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appears low.
At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.
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AMR-052 (continued)
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AMR-052 (continued)
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MAP AREA #6
CHANDLER LAKE/LITTLE CHANDLER LAKE

Camp #1 and #2 May 27 - June 30

Between May 25 and 26 the gear the supplies were ferried from Bettles to
Anaktuvuk Pass via fixed-wing aircraft. On the 27th the helicopter
ferried the gear to the Camp #1 location on the southwestern shore of
Agiak Lake. Five helicopter trips were required to get all gear, supplies
and personnel to the camp location 24 miles west of Anaktuvuk Pass.

When Camp #1 was set up there was still quite a bit of snow on the ground.
As snow melt occurred during the first few days it became apparent that
we might have erected our camp on a native allotment. The owners were
notified and they indicated that they did not want our camp to remain on
their property. Therefore, on June 1 we moved the camp to the northeast
side off the—lake just-to-the.north of the inlet stream. . Thxsvmgve to
the Camp #2-tocation wag-aecomplished/through the use. of _a helicopter. N
Later gxa 1naﬁvoﬁLof the Camp #1 loc t n, after| the snow had melited,

proved jthat ou mp had fot. been | ca e n an alldtmen}

‘ R i
Archeologieat s vey 12L \legg was -€Qn ucte;~3ut of the Cam%—#ﬁ
locat ion—for—a~ per1o ahd out the_Camp #2 locale (for a
period of one day. All of this survey work was logistically supported

by a helicopter. During this period an area of roughly four square
miles was surveyed and 17 archeological sites were located.

The areas around Chandler Lake and Little Chandler Lake were not as
intensively surveyed as the could have been. The reason for this was
that Jack Campbell had worked around these lakes in the late 1950's and
early 1960's and that Herb Alexander had also worked in the area in the
early and mid 1960's. Armed with both Campells and Alexander's dissertations
while surveying we did our best not to duplicate any of the previous
work. [t soon became apparent that both Campbell and Alexander had
investigated only the most likely looking areas. This is not surprising
as their time and logistic resources were much more limited than were
ours. At any rate, if we had been aware of this fact at the beginning of
the survey we might have covered this are a little more intensely.

A1l of the culturally identifiable sites located in Map Area #6 appear to
be representative of Eskimo Continuum cultures. Of the 17 sites located

in this area during this phase of the survey 11 were attributed to the
activities of Nunamiut Eskimo occurring within the last 100-200 years
(later in the summer Dr. Campbell spent several days in the area relocating
old sites and finding several new ones). -The oldest. identifiable sites
noted in this area were occupations of tﬁf Denblgh F?lnt Complex people
which date between 4000-2000 years ago. As d ‘general observation the
Chandler Lake basin appears to have seen much greater human use during

the last 200 years than at any time in the past.
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At the time this survey was conducted there was patchy snow cover present
as all of the previous winter's accumulation had not yet melted. It is
quite possible that some archeological sites were buried beneath snow
drifts and were not located.

RAFT
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XCL-060

Site Elevation: NE1l/4, SE1/4 Probable Site Type:
2975 ft, Section 9 Camp/Flaking Station
T13S, R3W
Site Age: Uniat Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located on an old beach terrace on the east side of the
outlet of Round Lake. XCL-062 lies 800 meters across the lake to the
west-southwest. The terrace is roughly 100 meters long and 10 meters
wide and stands several meters above lake level. Due to its relatively
low stature the view from the site is relegated to the local area
encompassing the lake basin and the surrounding slopes.

The surface of the site is thinly vegetated with lichen, moss, grass, and
some loW woody~and hefbaceous\plants. area b e site-and-the
- stween—ee sfreand-the

lake 1s cofTom\grass tussogk -
The sit as a resglt of Aigual \inspe¢tion of |the surfacqg of
the ter

a
the centér of the ter e. su s undertaken En no
additional cultural material was noted elsewhere on the terrace.

s flakas pf oltve drab, gray, pnd greenish-a a
chert w n,l in, land bere urfacel in a 2 meter ‘ea at

The site's location and cultural material suggest that it may have served

as a short term camp/flaking station. The lack of diagnostic artifacts
precludes temporal or cultural assessment of the site. However, the variety
of 1ithic material suggests that more than one occupational event may

have occurred.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low. At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.,

XCL-061
Site Elevation: NE1l/4, SEL1/4 Probabie Site Type:
2980 ft, Section 9 Camp
T13S, R3N
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural
ca. 75 years B.P. Affiliation: Nunamiut

Eskimo

This site is located along southern margin of some well drained lobes of
dead-ice glacial deposits at north end of Round Lake. The site is immediately
behind an old beach terrace on which XCL-060 is located. Being somewhat

Tow lying the view from the site is confined to the local area encompassing
the lake basin and the nearby slopes.
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Vegetation at the site consists of a thin, broken mat of lichen, grass,
moss, and scattered low woody and herbaceous plants. Cotton grass tussocks
are plentiful in the less well-drained areas around the site.

The site was located as the result of surface reconnaissance of the area
and consists of two, perhaps three, nearly interlocking tent rings each
roughly 3 meters in diameter. The tent rings are oriented on a line
running northwest-southeast. Both the northern most and central rings
appear to have old test excavations in them. Associated with the tent
rings is what may be a roughly made, shallow, cobble lined cache pit.

The stone work of all the cultural features are moderately well integrated
into the vegetation mat. The only cultural material evident on surface
apart from the stone work, was single small piece of cut willow which

was also integrated into vegetation mat. No subsurface testing was

_mdone o R ppa et INBLCATLS STUER L E

The site p res -oi_mgakra&e~ ra i&ﬂ

as suggestied by the pres and presence of presumed
stone 1in ith Evi ave been repeatedly
occupie ingti by tha s he central and
souther psyitin rause |of | the same stones.

Age is difficult to estimate, but judging by degree to which the stones
are integrated into the vegetation mat a date of ca. 75 years ago may reflect
the most recent occupation.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appears

low. At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse
impacts.
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XCL-061 (continued)
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XCL-062
Site Elevation: SW1/4, NE1/4, SE1/4 Probable Site Type:
2980 ft. Section 9 Lookout /Cache
T13S, R3W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural
ca 150 years B.P. Affiliation: Nunamiut

Eskimo
This site is oriented north-south along a rocky hill on the northwest

shore of Round Lake. Round Lake receives the outlet stream of Little
Chandler Lake which lies 2.5 kilometers to the south-southwest. The hill
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upon which the site is located is approximately 300 meters long (north-
south) and 200 meters side (east-west). The view from the site is limited
to the east and west by rising terrain beyond a distance of several
kilometers. To the north and south, up and down the Chandler Lake basin,
the view is more extensive.

The surface of the site is sproadically covered by patches of moss,
lichen, cotton grass tussocks, low woody and herbaceous plants, and dwarf
birch. Much of the surface is exposed mineral soil, fractured bedrock,
and scattered boulders.

The site was located as a result of surface reconnaissance of the area.

A stone cache or shooting blind was observed at the south end of the

hill composed of rounded and fiat, coarse textured rock. A large boulder
was incorporated as the northern wall of the structure with the other
rocks laid in a sem1c1rc1e. The structure lies approximately 15 meters
above th ine of—the—l Piec f unburaedzgiziiﬁu %Qne_ﬁnem,
scattered t e a*ea e er, it fis 1 possibfle rmipe if gngﬂ
are associpted with the (feature/ or if origin is cultural.

Thirty metlers south of c e/blynd; the jcréstof the hil],
large reto d flake|o gra her W etved. The retouch api
purposef occurs ifac in . The artifa “hay

have served as a knife or scraper.

The site appears to have been used as a lookout and/or a cache location.

The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes any definitive temporal or

cultural assessment. However, the flavor of the site suggests it is

Nunamiut Eskimo in origin and may have been occupied during the last 150 years.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appears to

be low. At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any
adverse impacts.
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XCL-062 (continued)
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XCL-063

Site Elevation: NE1/4, NE1/4 Probable Site Type:
3140 ft. Section 6 " Unknown
T13S, R3W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site lies on a gravel ridge roughly 200 meters north of the northwest
corner of White Lake. XCL-064 lies 600 meters to the southwest. The

site is located on the western end of the ridge and although not elevated
to any great degree, provides a good view of the local country.

Vegetation at the site consists of lichen, moss, grass, and low woody and
herbaceous plants. Approximately, 50% of the surface of the site is
unvegetated gravel and mineral soil.

The sitq was—oc 2 esult of yisual recofnaissance ofl the area.
A single chert) was obsérvad ‘on surtface. No subsurflac
testing ]

There 15
served,
temporal assessment.

en gu at\ fungtion the sitem ave
ar if?if; pcealudes lany cultural or_|

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low. At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.

XCL-064
Site Elevation: SE1/4, NW1l/4 Probable Site Type:
3140 ft. Section 6 Camp
T12S, R3W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural
ca. 100 years B.P. Affiliation: Nunamiut

Eskimo

This site is located on a low, broad knoll/ridge siightly less than 100
meters west of the northwest shore of White Lake. A feeder stream entering
the lake from the west lies less than 100 meters south of the site while
XCL-063 Ties 700 meters to the north-northwest. The view from the site

is locally good encompassing the lake and surrounding country.

About 70% of the site is covered by a thin vegetation mat which includes
moss, lichen, grass, and some low woody and herbaceous plants. Gravel
and mineral soil exposures are common in the site area.

The site was located as the restlt of visual inspection of thensurfaeg
and the site consists of thrée tent rings/and two associated hearths,~
3 . i

o
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Tent ring "A: is roughly square in outline and measures 3 meters?,

The shape of this ring suggests the use of a commercially manufactured
wall tent. A blue-gray chert flake was found on surface at the northern
edge of the ring. Two 20 cm? test pits were excavated to a depth of 10
cm. at the northeast edge of the ring. The westernmost test yielded some
burned caribou bone fragments 7 cm. below surface.

Tent ring "B", which lies approximately 4 meters south of tent ring
"A", is round in outline and slightly less than 3 meters in diameter.
Four 20 cm? test pits were excavated to a depth of roughly 10 cm. near
the north-northeast and south-southeast edges of the ring. One of

the test pits excavated under a large, flat rock, yielded a whetstone.
The other test pits were culturally sterile. A fire ring/hearth is
located 2.5 meters south-southeast of tent ring "B".

Tent ring "C", is subrectangular in shape and lies 8 meters northeast of
tent ri In ad@iTionm;~to the st O-20-¢m,. , 32§T—suppeunds

the rin . R sin lue-gr er |
surface|j inside the [southwest per/img
of cari ouzbone wgre pcattered about/t

ing. Several|fragments
Five 20 its|were éEC vate

the tlent ringlarea.
ring an and

0 cm., two ingide the
ring/hedrth—ttés four meters

ot

w

—e

Q
AL
-

roved to sterile. A fire
th .

A1l of the tent rings were moderately well incorporated into the surface
vegetation. There is little reason to suggest that all the tent rings
are contemporaneous or that the chert flakes are associated with the tent
rings. Additional tent rings may be present.

The site probably reflects a non-snow month camp of Nunamiut Eskimos
occupied some time during the last 100 years.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appears

low. At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse
impacts.
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XCL-064 (continued)
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XCL-065

Site Elevation: SW1/4, NW1/4 Probable Site Type:
2965 ft, Section 9 Camp
T13S, R3W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural
100 years or less Affiliation: Nunamiut
Eskimo

This site is located on the western shore of Round Lake and lies on an
Alluvial fan built by a small unnamed creek which lies 20 meters to the
north. The site sits a scant 1 meter above present water level of Round
Lake and approximately 6 meters from the water's edge. The site provides
good views to the south and east, across the lake, while to the north

and west the view is obstructed by rising terrain.
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A square tent ring and possibly a hearth were located as a result of
visual reconnaissance of the area. The tent ring is 2.5 meters on each
side and is made of flat or slightly rounded rocks. Lying on a relatively
flat, gravely area, the tent would have comanded an excellent view of the
lake. Around the outside of the ring were six smaller stacks of rocks,
perhaps once used as anchors for gquy lines on the tent. No charcoal or
burnt wood was found in the possible hearth area, although caribou bone
was scattered about,"No lithigs or more recent cultural material were
observed in associatiom with the tent ring.
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The site probably represents a 20th century Nunamiut Eskimo encampment.
The square shape of the tent ring impliies use of a commercially manufactured
wall tent. The site probably served as a caribou hunting camp.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appears

low. At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse
impacts.
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XCL-065 (continued)
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XCL-066.
Site Elevation: SE1/4, NEL1/4 Probable Site Type:
2965 ft. Section 16 Lookout
T13S, R3W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located at the south end of Round Lake, on the east side of
the inlet stream. The inlet stream lies 150 meters to the west of the
site while the lake shore is approximately 70 meters to the north.

The site is located at the north edge of a dead-ice glacial feature
approximately 15 meters above the present waterline of Round Lake. The
site area is quite level near its leading edge where a recent camp is located.

Vegetation at the site is primarily lichen, moss and scattered grass.

At the mouth of the inlet stream there is a thicket of willows. Mineral
soil exposures are common over the area. The view north of the lake is
excel lent affording a hunter a good vantage point for observing caribou
traveling south. Views in other directions cover varying amounts of
country due to rising terrain.

This site was first noticed because of a contemporary camp location. A
coffee can and assorted other refuse were present on surface as well as a
wall tent that had been rolled up and left.
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A large gray chert flake and a large black chert flake were observed on
surface in the vicinity of the recent camp. No other cultural material
was observed.

The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes any temporal or cultural
assessment of the site. The site's location and paucity of cultural
material suggest the location served as a lookout.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low. At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.

Site Elgvation:
2960 ft.
Site Age:
ca. 100 years B/LP.

XCL-067
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This site is located on the east side of a rise which lies on the west
side of the Chandler River roughly 800 meters south of Round Lake. A
small pond is located 30 meters west of the site while the Chandler River
lies 100 meters to the east. Although, only slightly elevated the site
provides a reasonably good view of the local area.

About 10% of the surface of the site is unvegetated and consists of
exposed mineral soil and gravel. Vegetation consists of moss, lichen,
scattered grass, and low woody and herbaceous plants. Some dwarf willow
and birch are also present.

The site was located as the result of surface reconnaissance of the area
and consists of two tent rings and three hearths. The site is divided
into two Tocalities.
/’//— &X\

Locality #1 consists of a hearth 1 meter inydiameter. Along the edge
of the hearth a large blue-gray chert flake/ and several bird bone fragments
were noted. No subsurface tegting\was~UndErtaken,m\

/ ! \
Locality #2 consists of two( tent rings and two hearths, and is roughly
150 meters south of locality~#1l.  The tent rings are roughly circular
and about 2.5 meters in diameter. Both tent rings received subsurface
testing which produced no cultural material... However, testing the
southernmost hearth produced subsurface gharcoa[}

Thirty-two meters south-southwest of the southernmost tent ring a hole 45
cm? was noted. The hole appears to be an old archeological test pit.
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Cultural evidence at the site suggests a non-snow month camp occupied by
Nunamiut Eskimo some time during the last 100 years.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low.
At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse
impacts.

XCL-078
Site Elevation: NE1/4, NE1/4 Protible Site Type:
3020 ft. Section 5 /?ﬁukswk«*“'
T14S, R3W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural

ca. 1(¢G-years B.P.
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this site encompasses both Chandler Lake to the south, and Little Chandler
Lake to the immediate west. Visibility north and east is limited by
rising terrain and the valley's eastern wall.

Vegetation at the site is relatively sparse consisting of scattered
patches of lichen, moss, grass and low woody and herbaceous plants.

Much of the surface is exposed mineral soil, glacial till, and fractured
bedrock. There are no surface disturbances beyond an occasional ground
squirrel burrow

The site was located as the result of visual inspection of the surface and
consists of a series of five, low, stone inuksuk which run in a line along
the crest of the knoll on a northwest/southeast axis. The inuksuk which
are spaced 15-20 meters apart, where not tumbled down and consist of rocks
piled on one another. None of the inuksuk are over 70 cm. high., In
addition, a collapsed hunting blind was observed on the flat western
margin of the knoll near its north end about 25 meters west of the
northernmost inuksuk.

The blind was built around two boulders, is semicircular in form, and
oriented to the south. Nearby are the remains of two small fire hearths,
Both hearths contain some charcoal and are partially covered/obscured by
flat slabs of rock.

Other materials in the immediate site area include a piece of cut and worked
willow projecting between the tumbled rocks of the blind wall. Several
pieces of broken and extremely weathered caribou bone are scattered about
the area. No subsurface testing was undertaken.
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This combination of inuksuk and hunting blind could be remnants from a

1945 caribou drive in which the animals were driven into Little Chandler
Lake and then speared from kayaks. Ethnographic accounts place an individual
in the site area during the drive.

On the other hand, the tumbled down nature of the blind and some of the
inuksuk and the severe state of weathering of bone, suggest the site is
older than 40 years. Whatever the case, the site is quite probably
Nunamiut Eskimo occupation of the last 100 years.

Site significance, if not part of the 1945 caribou drive, is of a local

nature and research potential is low. At present the site does not appear
to be threatened by any adverse impact.
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XCL-067 (continued)
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XCL-078 e

Site Elevation: NE1/4, NE1/4 Probable Site Type:
3020 ft. Section 5 \Inuksuk-—""
T14S, R3W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural
ca. 100 years B.P. Affiliation: Nunamiut
Eskimo

The site is located along the crest of the southernmost knoll, on the
south side of lkagiak Creek which enters Little Chandler Lake from the
east.  The creek lies 400 meters to the north of the site while Little
Chandler Lake is located roughly 1 kilometer to the west. The view from
this site encompasses both Chandler Lake to the south, and Little Chandler
Lake to the immediate west. Visibility north and east is limited by
rising terrain and the valley's eastern wall.

———

Vegetation i i ejfgve]y sparse consi ting_nfikcadggred __:]
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The site was located as the result of visual inspection of the surface and
consists of a series of five, low, stone inuksuk which run in a line along
the crest of the knoll on a northwest/southeast axis. The inuksuk which
are spaced 15-20 meters apart, where not tumbled down and consist of rocks
piled on one another. None of the inuksuk are over 70 cm. high. In
addition, a collapsed hunting blind was observed on the flat western
margin of the knoll near its north end about 25 meters west of the
northernmost inuksuk.

The blind was built around two boulders, is semicircular in form, and
oriented to the south. Nearby are the remains of two small fire hearths.
Both hearths contain some charcoal and are partially covered/obscured by
flat slabs of rock.

Other materials in the immediate site area include a piece of cut and worked
willow projecting between the tumbled rocks of the blind wall. Several
pieces of broken and extremely weathered caribou bone are scattered about
the area. No subsurface testing was undertaken.

This combination of inuksuk and hunting blind could be remnants from a

1945 caribou drive in which the animals were driven into Little Chandler
Lake and then speared from kayaks. Ethnographic accounts place an individual
in the site area during the drive.

On the other hand, the tumbled down nature of the blind and some of the
inuksuk and the severe state of weathering of bone, suggest the site is
_older than 40 years. Whatever the case, the site is quite probably
Nunamiut Eskimo occupation of the last 100 years.
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Site significance, if not part of the 1945 caribou drive, is of a local
nature and research potential is low. At present the site does not appear
to be threatened by any adverse impact.

XCL-079
Site Elevation: NE1l/4, NE1/4 Probable Site Type:
3020 ft. . Section 5 Lookout
T14S, R3W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural.-- - = >
4000-2000 years B. P Affiliation: [Denbigh )

Flint Complex ™= .

- —
This site caY ed rea_?%ig\szuther end\ of the 1af§e&%:kf Jeve al —;]
knolls on the sputth side kagiak Cre out 1l.5'kilometers eagt g}

Little Chajpdler| Lake. L\07 lies Approkimatley| 200 metkrs to the |
south. |[The vigw ote1t1al thig s1te is\a little better than|thpat
of nearby -078, g a r ader’ view t§ the norghern approach|of| the
Chandler ValTey 1“‘ Z—“f‘h §“~§

The surface of the site area is rather flat, rocky, and very wellldrained.
Vegetation is patchy and discontinuous, consisting of grasses, moss, lichen
and low woody and herbaceous plants.

The site was located as the result of surface reconnaissance of the area.
Cultural material, on surface, consisted of a flake knife, the upper portion
of an end blade, possibly the distal end of a burin spall and a fragment

of a microblade core tablet, all of gray chert. This cultural material

was located within a 50 cm? area. No subsurface testing was undertaken.

The site area is estimated to be about 3 metersZ.

The site's location suggests it served as a lookout while the cultural
material indicates the occupants may have been Denbigh Flint Complex
people. If the cultural assessment is correct then the site was probab]y
occupied between 4000-2000 years ago.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appears

low. At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse
impacts.
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XCL-079 (continued)
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XCL-080

Site Elevation: NE1l/4, NE1/4 Probable Site Type:
3020 ft. Section 5 Lookout
T14S, R3W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site occurs about halfway way along the eastern margin of the most
sinuous of the several glacial knolls bordering the south side of lkagiak
Creek. Little Chandler Lake lies about 1/5 kilometer to the west while
XCL-079 is located about 200 meters to the east.

The view from the site is very good encompassing the Chandler Lake basin
from the southern end of Chandler Lake north to the southern end of
Round Lake. The view also includes much of the nearby creek from its
confluence with Little Chandler Lake, eastward up its valley.
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The surface of the site area is fairly flat and level and not nearly so
boulder strewn as the knolls to the east. The vegetation is primarily
lichen, moss, and some low woody and herbaceous plants. There are numerous
unvegetated areas many of which appear to be the result of seasonal
freezing and thawing.

The site was first noted by the presence on surface of the medial section
of a gray chert projectile point., The artifact was lenticular in cross
section and appeared to have been broken during manufacture. Other
materials on and in surface consisted mostly of small pressure flakes of
gray chert. The area of the site was estimated at 3 x 4 meters. Cultural
materials were thinly scattered about the site area and no particular
concentration of flakes was in evidence. No subsurface testing was
undertaken, :

The sitp appears\to have 0 brief y odcupied |observatjon stand and |
chippin Becayse the /projecti oint was|unfinished it|cannot
be cons|i iagnositicand.po cultiardl\o tempcrar‘ﬁéfgssment of tihe

site ca ‘“‘ '

Site sigaifiearice is eiJ; ;Jc;} na eatch| potential is [low. At

present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse jmpacts.
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XCL-081

Site Elevation: SE1/4, SE1/4

3030 ft. Section 32
T13S, R3W
Site Age: Umiat Meridia
Unknown

This site is located on the northwest end
that lies on the south side of Ikagiak Cre
of Little Chandler Lake. This site is one
which comprise a suite of sites amid the g
the creek enters the Chandler Lake basin.
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Site significance is of a local nature and
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A scattering of gray chert flakes were noted on and protruding

Probable Site Type:
Lookout

Probable Cultural
Affiliation: Unknown
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No subsurface testing was undertaken.
any temporal or cultural

t served as a lookout as

research potential appears low.

At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.

XCL-082
Site Elevation: NW1/4, NW1/4
2975 ft. Section 26
T14S, R4W
Site Age: Umiat Meridia

Recent /4000-2000 years B.P.

This site is located on the most prominent
the western-most inlet steam feeding Chand
meters to the west.
west side of Chandler Lake between the ste

Probable Site Type:
Lookout /Butchering

Probable Cultural
Affiliation: Nunamiut Eskimo
Denbigh Flint Complex

n

knoll on the south side of
ler Lake. XCL-085 lies 200

The knoll commands the narrow corridor along the

eper slopes and the lake shore.

The view from the site is excellent both north and south along the valley.
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Vegetation at the site is consists of low woody and herbaceous plants
accompanied by lichen, sedge, moss and dwarf willow in areas of poorer
~drainage. About 25% of the surface of the site is unvegetated and consists
of gravel and mineral soil exposures as well as small boulders and glacial
erratics.

The site was located as the result of surface inspection and appears

to consist of at least two components. A hunting blind of rocks is
located on the highest part of the knoll. The blind is orientated to
provide cover either from north or south i.e. perpendicular to the axis
of the corridor defined by the slopes of the mountains and the lake.

A hearth containing charcoal and fragments of burnt bone is present and
may be associated with the blind.

It is essential to point out that while Alaxander did investigate this
site in 1960's he made no mention of the bl1nd If this site is Alexander's
#C8, as seems 0s F__fa1n‘\§£en the - ~1

A much 1er ultural coﬁ;Q t is nted by ten/m1croblad's gnd
microbl de frag ents. T_[\\ffi thesg grtiifacts were f_gnphonﬂzhe surface,
e

and the other evén were excavdted froma@ 30\ cm? ftedt pit near th
surface f1nd§.

Over most of the knoll, but especially on the southeast facing slopes,
there is a scatter of lithic material. This includes the medial section
of a well made end or side blade of gray chert and an end scraper of
obsidian. A variety of lithic material is present and includes black,
light gray, blue/gray, green, red and gray chert, and black banded red
and black obsidian. A few caribou bones and fragments as well as antler
sections are scattered about the site, particularly near the blind and
around the northern part of the knoll. Five .270 cartridge cases were
also noted,

Two subsurface tests were made. Test #1 is less than 50 cm. from the
original microblade find. Lithics were abundant in the test unit, and
include seven microblades, four possible microblades, several large
blades, some core fragments, and 20 flakes.

The second subsurface test was placed 1 meter north of the hunting blind
in thick moss, sedge, and dwarf willows and yielded two caribou bone
fragments.,

Evidence at the site suggests that there were at least two, widely
divergent temporally, occupational events at the site. The wide variety’
of Tithic material further suggests that a number of occupational events
may have taken place during prehistoric times. Although no diagnostic
artifacts are present the style of the end/side blade accompanied by the
presence of microblades suggests an occupation by Denbigh Flint Complex
people some time between 4000-2000 years ago. The much more recent
hunting blind, the modern rifle cartridge cases, and scattered caribou
bone as well as the prehistoric cultural material combine to indicate
site use as a lookout/hunting/processing local.
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The possibility of subsurface material at this site raises site significance
a bit above low. Research potential while not great can also be considered
a bit above low. At the present time the site does not appear to be

threatened by any adverse impacts.
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XCL-083

Site Elevation: NW1/4, NWl/4 Probable Site Type:
2960 ft. Section 26 Camp
T14S, R4W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural
ca. 100 years B.P. Affiliation: Nunamiut
Eskimo

This site is located on the first knoll adjacent the southwest corner of
Chandler Lake 200 meters south-southewest of XCL-082. The view from the
site is excellent to the southern end of Chandler Lake, but the XCL-082
knoll obscures all views of the lake and valley to the north.

About 90% of the surface of the site is vegetated to some degree. Vegetation
consists of 11chen, moss__grass, and some low woody and herbaceous plants.

The unv getated‘ ortipn of the site cohsi§ts of 1neraT‘ il g gravet
exposures |acc ied| by sca %}red smal ulders. ‘“;ES {l r—*J
The site qonsists)of(h 1e tent>r'n and\ lies lon one_af the fe %]at,
clear, boylder/ free a Yhe efge of t kn411 The tent ri g;is
circulap_in shapge and r_ughl .5 rs in diamgter. b

[
Evidence at the site suggests it was a short duration spring/summer/fall
camp occupied by Nunamiut Eskimo sometime in the last 100 years.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low. At
present the site does not ‘appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.
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XCL-084

Site Elevation: SW1/4, SW1l/4

2900 ft. Section 23
T14S, R4W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian

ca. 100 years B.P.

Probable Site Type:
Camp

Probable Cultural
Affiliation: Nunamiut
Eskimo

This site is located on a Tow gravel bench along the south side of a
feeder stream which enters the southwest quadrant of Chandler Lake. The
shore of the lake lies 500 meters east of the site while XCL-083 lies

slightly less than 400 meters to the south.

The view from the site is

restricted to the local area to the north but is extensive to the east
and south,
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In the early 1960's H.L. Alexander reported a similar, cultural feature
in this area. However, close inspection suggest this is not Alexander's
site, rather it is similar and nearby the original discovery. This may

be an example of winter tent use.

Although no diagnostic artifacts were observed and the nature of the
cultural feature is uncommon, the site has the fiavor of a Nunamiut Eskimo

occupation.

By virtue of its somewhat unique character the site is interesting although
its significance remains local in nature and research potential is low.
At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.

XCL-085
Site Elevation: NE1l/4, NE1/4
2985 ft. Section 27
T14S, R4W
Site Age: Uniat Meridian

ca. 100 years B.P.

Probable”Site Type:
Blinéﬁinuksuk,

Probable Cultural
Affiliation: Nunamiut
Eskimo

This site is not well documented but the following information can be
determined from the field notes. This site is part of a suite of sites
located in the ridges and knolls at the southwest corner of Chandler
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Lake. The site is located midway between XCL-083 and XCL-084 which lie,
respectively, 200 meters north and south. The site lies on a low ridge
and offers a reasonably good view of the local area.

Vegetat jon at the site consists of a thin broken mat of lichen,
moss, grass, and low woody and herbaceous plants. Numerous areas of
exposed mineral soil and gravel are scattered about the area.

The site was discovered as the result of surface reconnaissance of the
area and consists of a large number of scattered inuksuk and what appears
to be a collapsed hunting blind. The area covered by this site appears
to be fairly large.

Little else can be said about this site except that it was a hunting
oriented and probably utilized by Nunamiut Eskimos some time during the
past 100 years.

Site signifficaqce\ is of [a al\ natur
present |[the sitee does|ndt appegr to

researchipefenéiall%s- owr:jﬂt

atened by any adverse impacts.
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XCL-086
Site Elevation: SW1/4, NE1/4 Probable Site Type:
2910 ft. Section 23 Hunting Camp/Lookout
T14S, R4W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural
ca. 100 years B.P. Affiliation: ‘Nunamiut

Eskimo

This site is located 50 meters south of an unnamed creek which enters
the southwestern shore of Chandler Lake just south of Hourglass Point.
The site is located on an alluvial fan approximately 300 meters west of
the lakeshore. The suite of sites, XCL-082 through XCL-085 at the
southwest corner of the lake lies 1.5 kilometers to the south. The view
from the site is excellent to the south and eastward across Chandler
Lake, however, the alluvial fan to the north partially blocks the north
end of Chandler Lake and all of Little Chandler Lake.

Vegetation at the site is a thin, patchy mat of lichen, moss, grass, and
scattered low woody and herbaceous plants. About 50% of the surface of
the site is exposed mineral soil, gravel, rocks, and small boulders.

The site was located through visual inspection of the surface and consists
of a stone hunting blind, a large rectangular tent ring, two hearths or
small caches and the base of a constricting stem/lanceolate projectile
point. The projectile point is crudely made and is not diagnostic of any
culture.
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A large number old caribou bone fragments are scattered about the site
area. A small subsurface test in each of the hearths produced small
amounts of charcoal while similar sized tests inside the tent ring
produced no cultural material.

In their reconnaissance of the area during the late 1950's and early
1960's neither Campbell or Alexander mention this site, This suggests
they either missed the site or it was occupied some time during the last
25 years.

The date of use probably occurred within the last 100 years and the site
appears to have served as a hunting camp/lookout occupied by Nunamiut
Eskimos. The rectangular shape of the tent ring suggests the use of a
commercially manufactured wall tent. The projectile point and the cultural
features of the site are not necessarily related.

Site sigiiTicance is ¢f~a Tocal nature researgh-—-potental LS
low. At p t \the sit s \not appear to be threa by adyezﬂe
impacts . . Z?X Tw__ ’

Ly )
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XCL-086 (continued)
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MAP AREA #7
- AGIAK LAKE/AMILOYAK LAKE

Camp #l and #2 June 2-30

Map Area #7 lies immediately south of Map Area #6. Archeological survey

was conducted out of these camps for a period of 28 days during which

time roughly 10 square miles was surveyed and 61 archeological sites were
located. A small portion of the work in the Agiak Lake area was logistically
supported by helicopter. The great majority of the work was conducted
through foot surveys.

Once again we had been preceded into the area by other archeologists. In
the early 1960's Herb Alexander conducted some limited archeological
survey and excavation in the area. Alexander reported finding two sites

on the hore Amiloyak Lake ddelin t s}ream—&ﬂ&
two sites e\east rr“shﬁye of Agigk ,Lake again gt 1ing-the inle
stream, numbegr of/sites lgcatgd \by Aldxander suggested|that

as pomewhat<improveryshed\culturally. [Obviously this

[
Trying Cate previously-disc i€al sites so tLaﬂ we
would not duplicate earlier work, proved to a a problem. The following
is taken from one of the field note books:

perhaps|the area
was notthe cage.

"In the afternoon I spent some time trying to relocate Alexanders sites C-

6 and C-6a. C-6 is supposed to be a large 10 x 12 foot tent ring, most

of which was evidently excavated. C(-6a is a line of cairns 450 yards

long which starts 25 yards north of C-6. However, C-6 is supposed to be

140 yards from the lake and C-6a starts 30 yards from the lake. We have

found nothing in the vicinity that looks 1ike an excavated 10 x 12 foot

tent ring. Alexander places the site just north of the inlet stream in

his written location description, but places it south of the stream on

his map. I think we would need to have the original field notes to accurately
locate the site."

The area around Agiak Lake was the only one studied this summer which
exhibited any evidence of unauthorized excavation. The following is
quoted from one of the field notebooks:

"....some recent pothunting in the vicinity of Alexander's site C-6 on a
flat gravel platform just north of the ridge running along the north side
of the inlet stream. About 100 meters (estimated) north of the stream, is
an archeological site that has been heavily disturbed. At first I though
it might have been the work of Alexander's crew. Upong closer inspection
this could not be possible; a number of artifacts lay in exposed excavation
areas, estimated to be about 40 square meters. There are thousands of
black chert flakes and numerous microblades on the surface of the excavated
area.

[ believe the same persons responsiblie for the disturbance of this site
have also disturbed the ridge top just to the south. Evidently a number
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of: cairns have been disrupted and a number of potholes are present.

While examining the backdirt from the disturbance I found a Wrigley's gum
wrapper with the uniform product code on it, a code which was first used
in the mid 1970's - much to late for Alexander's time."

Of the 61 archeological sites located in this area 34 appear to be the

result of Nunamiut Eskimo activities occurring over the last 200 years.
Twenty-five archeological sites are unknown in terms of cultural affiliation.
Some of these sites, however, posses elements that suggest occupation
occurred six or more millennia ago. Two sites represent occupations by
Denbigh Flint Complex peoples.

The density of archeological sites around Agiak Lake is impressive.
While the majority of the sites suggest recent occupation and use of the
area the evidence from the remaining sites indicates that the area has
been rather steadily ut111zed over at least the last 6000 years. This

suggest! e sub resource this a#ea—hA¥é]€em¢4ned_
relatively bla and eriod of time .

abje over a Ax nded p
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XCL-068

Site Elevation: NE1/4, SW1/4 Probable Site Type:
2985 ft. Section 3 Camp
T5S, R4W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural
ca. 100 years B.P. Affiliation: Nunamiut
Eskimo

This site is located on the western shore of an unnamed lake 2.5 kilometers
south of Chandler Lake. The site lies on what appears to be an old beach
terrace approximately 1.5 meters above the present lake level. Although
relatively low-lying, the site provides excellent views to the north and
south in excess of several kilometers. To the east and west the view is
less extensive due to the mountainous terrain. '

Vegetatj he site—conststs of a t broken Quen~o§ moss.and.l1£h@n
with a fewThumps, of gr d\some l baceo plantsgsca p

and there., There\are sazs_EYne al so gravel gxposures about the
site area, the major pne béing a cut f the [lake™ s sﬁ@re edge of tthe
Wave /action| a peaniP 0 kegp te rac -f?ce erosion active.

The sit scover a‘-resul r naissance., T Jsite
consists of two rectangular tent rings which appear to have hearth
features associjated with them. The northernmost tent ring is approximately
2.5 x 3.0 meters in size, while the southern ring is about 2 meters?,

In the northernmost tent ring a flake of gray chert was observed. The
southern tent ring is perched precariously on the edge of the terrace
cut-face. In fact erosion has caused the northern margin to fall down

the cut-face. A visual inspection was made of the cut-face but no cultural
material was observed.

The rectangular/square shape of the tent rings suggest that they represent
the use of commercially manufactured wall tents. This suggests that the
period of site occupation represented by the tent rings occurred during
_the last 100 years. The gray chert flake found on surface inside the
northern tent ring, probably indicates an earlier occupation of the site
area, The site's location suggests that it served as a hunting camp.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low. At
present the southern tent ring is being threatened by erosion of the
terrace. The rate at which the erosion is occurring is not known.
Mitigative action need not be a pressing management concern.
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XCL-068 (continued)

XCL-069
Site Elevation: NEl/4, NE1/4
2990 ft. Section 4
T15S, R4W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian

ca. 100 years B.P.

J XCL- 068

o

060 Q
b
00%3"

&

f—

NO Scale

Probable Site Type:
Butchering/Processing

Probable Cultural
Affiliation: Nunamiut
Eskimo

This site is located on an old stream terrrace on the south side of the
first unnamed creek that enters the southern Chandler Lake basin from
the west. XCL-068 lies slightly more than 1 kilometer to the east-
southeast. The view potential is not remarkable and is limited to the
southern approaches to Chandler Lake and southwest up the creek which
has traditionally been used by the Nunamiut as a short cut/dog pack

route west to the Okokmilaga drainage.
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The surface of the terrace is relatively flat, and is well drained. The
surface is a 50/50 mixture of rocks and vegetation. Vegetation is primarily
lichen, moss, grass, and low woody and herbaceous plants.

Site was first noted by presence of widely scattered, heavily weathered
caribou bone, covering an area of roughly 20 meters2. The major concentration
of bone and fire cracked rock was located in a natural swale, roughly 1 x 2
meters in area, which is more robustly vegetated than the surrounding

area.

A descreet peeling back of the swale's thick vegetation mat revealed a

dense concentration of cut chopped and broken bone fragments, which is

consistant with the practice of processing and boiling bones to extract
marrow and render bone grease. No charcoal or burned wood was observed
and no wood, stone, or metal artifacts were noted.

Site ap tmat-processing—stat ion, Nunamiut. Eskimo
and post ¢ Fudgingd, by the/ type of cut marks oh tHe_bgne,. __|
The site m ed with/ dwel iin hich may [1ie among the willows
along the T T

/

iount of vegetatipn
ion occurred arolnd

The phy%jc tare of |the bgké}on sur
covering-the-bone in the swale-sug
the turn of the century.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low unless

the site is found to be associated with a large camp or winter vililage.
At present the site does not seem to be threatened by any adverse impacts.

XCL-070
Site Elevation: NE1/4, NE1/4 Probable Site Type:
2990 ft. Section 4 Lookout
T15S, R4W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural
4000-2000 years B.P. Affiliation: Denbigh

Flint Complex

This site is located 200 meters east of XCL-069 on the same terrace
system. The site area is set apart from the rest of the terrace system
by small intervening areas of tussock tundra and dwarf willow. The
unnamed creek l1ies about 8 meters below terrace level and 20 meters to
the north of the site. The southern end of Chandler Lake lies about 2.5
kilometers to the north.

View potential from this site is restricted to about 200 meters in all

directions due to rising terrain, except to the north where the south
end of Chandler Lake and much of its eastern shore is visible.
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Surface of site consists of exposed mineral soil and glacial till with
scattered patches of vegetation. Vevetation includes lichen, moss, grass
and low woody and herbaceous plants. The promontory of the site area is
more heavily vegetated due to ground squirrel activity.

The site was initially noted by the observation of a large gray chert
waste flake on surface. Further examination of the area yielded the
upper portion of a chert end blade/projectile point and 3-4 small blade
1ike fragments all of gray chert. Cultural materials were observed
on/in surface over an area of 2 x 2 meters.

Based on its location and the limited materials at hand this site may
have been a game lookout/chipping station. Based on end blade morphology,
_ (parallel oblique flaking), size and degree of skill used in manufacture

of the tool, the site is tentatively assigned to the Denbigh Flint Complex.
Site occupation probably occurred 4000-2000 years ago.

e o

Site signif ce\ is of N nature apd reseath g@%entkal b@- ar _iE
be Tow.| AL the\ present Ejmgﬁt site/dg@ds \not appedr to be threatened by

any adverse impact|s.

-

XCL-OF0O
END Blap€ Fragment
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XCL-071
Site Elevation: NWl/4, SE1/4 - Probable Site Type:
2960 ft. Section 15 Lookout
T15S, R4W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located on a prominent knoll on the north side of a small
Take in the hummocky terrain about 5 km south of Chandler Lake. The
knoll provides a perfect 360° view of the valley. Chandler Lake is
visible to the north, and the high ground north of Amiloyak Lake can be
seen to the south,

The top of the knoll is covered with a thick sod mat and grass, as is
typical of knolls in this area. Erosion by frost action and wind deflation
is occurring at the modest rate. The knoll rises about 20 meters above
the surrounding terrain.
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Gray and black chert flakes and several obsidian flakes were found on and
in the surface near the top of the knoll. One black obsidian flake was
recovered from a small test pit excavated to a depth of 3 cm. in the
flake concentration.

Five meters to the north another similar sized test pit produced two
chert flakes. The area of concentration of surface material is about 2
x 3 meters. There are some shallowly buried caribou bones on the site,
but their origin is not necessarily cultural.

This site appears to be a hunting lookout which provides and excellent
view of this portion of the Chandler River Valley. The site's age and
cultural affiliation are unknown, however, obsidian hydration dating may
provide an approximate age for the site. The concentration of flakes
suggests a single occupation, while the several kinds of raw materials

suggest &4 e flaking-eyent. The_lack~nf dﬁagnosticw_
artifacts prec ufa+>a sessme §¥\the site] ed
Site signi i a Tocal natu e esearich 'ﬁ'of_enpa] is Jow. At
present |t “_Epfe r to /be threatened bT“Ehy adverse Iﬁi cts.

XCL-072
Site Elevation: NW1l/4, SW1/4 Probable Site Type:
3200 ft. Section 22 Lookout
T15S, R4W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

The site lies on the eastern side of the easternmost of the group of
knolls on the east side of the Chandler Valley slightly less than 2
kitometers north-northeast of Amiloyak Lake. The knoll provides an
excellent 360° view of the area including Chandler Lake to the north and
Amiloyak Lake to the south.

Vegetation at the site is sparse, and includes grass, moss, lichen, and
low woody and herbaceous plants. Some minor erosion is occurring at the
site as a result of frost and wind action.

A concentration of nine gray chert flakes, one of which may be a microblade
core rejuvenation flake, lies 7 meters east-southeast of the knoll's
promontory. Three white chert flakes were noted 19 meters east of the
knoll top. No subsurface testing was undertaken.

Cultural evidence and location suggest the site served as a lookout.

The spatial separation of the groups of flakes suggests multiple
occupational events occurred at the site. The age and cuitural

affiliation of the site is unknown due to the lack of diagnostic artifacts.
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Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low. At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.

XCL-073
Site Elevation: SEl/4, SE1/4 Probable Site Type:
2980 ft. Section 16 Lookout
. T15S, R4W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

The site is located on a high knob in the Chandler Valley 6.5 kilometers
south of-Chandler Lake—and—3-kilometer rth of Amiloyak |ake. The top
of the Knop—ts_formed |by—twe peaks or rom1nences. knpb dommands_anj
excellerft view of \the (C anggé jver from Chandler Lake soyth|to

the high groundjngrth|of Ami 10 ak La e.
The surf site fis spa se]y v ed wit
and low nd herba€eous ‘pHant i

The site was located as a result of surface reconnaissance. A single
white chert flake was noted on surface on the northern promontory. A
single black chert flake was noted on the southern peak. Two gray chert
flakes 1ie on surface roughly 100 meters south of the peaks on a lower
terrace and a green chert flake lies on surface 70 meters to the northeast.
No subsurface testing was undertaken.

CD
fD

ichen, moss, ¢raps,

|

The site's location suggests it served as a lookout while the lithics
suggest that several occupations or flaking events occurred at the site.
The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes any temporal or cultural
assessment of the site.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low. At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.

XCL-074
Site Elevation: NW1/4, NW1/4 Probable Site Type:
2975 ft. Section 3 Camp
T15S, R4W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural
ca. 100 years B.P. Affiliation: Nunamiut

Eskimo

This site lies at the base of a creek-side bluff slightly less than 2.5
kilometers south-southwest of Chandler Lake. Situated on the southeast
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side of the creek the site lies 500 meters northeast of XCL-070. The
site is 1ittle higher than creek level and offers only a restricted view
of the local area.

Approximately 95% of the surface of the site is vegetated by a healthy
mat of lichen, moss, grass, and low woody and herbaceous plants. Small
patches of dwarf birch are scattered about the area.

The site was located as a result of surface inspection and consists of a
single tent ring which is circular in shape and is roughly 2 meters in
diameter. Three 20 cm? test pits were excavated to a depth of 10 cm.
within the ring and all proved to be culturaly sterile. Several bone
fragments are scattered around the perimeter of the tent ring.

Cultural evidence at the site suggests a non-snow month campAoccupied by
Nunamiut Eskimo some time during the last 100 years.

J?oteﬂﬁkal hs«iow;—a;k

dverse qmpfcts.
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Site s1cn1
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XCL-075

Site Elevation: SW1/4, NWl/4 Probable Site Type:
3140 ft. Section 3 Lookout
T15S, R4W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located on top of one of the many knolls and ridges along

the west side of the valley approximately 4.5 kilometers south of Chandler
Lake. There are basically two versions of these ridges and knolls in

this area; those on the valley floor and those on the slope between the

3000' contours. This site provides a fine panoramic view of the entire area.
The site surface is about 50% vegetated by patchy growths of lichen,

moss, grass, and low woody and herbaceous plants. Mineral soil and gravel

exposures are common.
jon of| t e~sur¥Lce{&ﬁ co ‘j;ks
and two older caribou ]ng4
probably not askociated!with

The site w s—;gzéted hqﬁ;;*\;ztual ifspec
of one ¢hert flakd and one relatively/ fres
bone fragments.| Howeyer, these boneg 3
¢ rt t ral or cultur

the flake. \ltl
The lack of diagnosti ifacts precludes

assessment of the site. However, the site's location suggests that it
served as a lookout.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low. At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.

XCL-076
Site Elevation: - NE1l/4, SE1/4 Probable Site Type:
2990 ft. Section 15 Camp
T15S, R4W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural
Last 200 years Affiliation: Nunamiut

Eskimo

This site lies 650 meters east-northeast of XCL-073 on the flat portion
of a terrace elevated 5 meters above the Chandler Lake inlet creek.
Chandler Lake lies approximately 7 kilometers to the north while Amiloyak
Lake 1ies 3 kilometers to the south. The view from the site is good but
limited to the local area.

Vegetation at the site consists of grass, lichen, moss, and some low
woody and herbaceous plants. Willows are present in the creek bottom.

The site was located as the result of surface reconnaissance and consists
of a single tent ring located just back from the edge of the terrace
about 20 meters west of the creek. Inside the tent ring a flake of
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obsidian was observed lying on the surface vegetation. The excavation

of a small test pit produced no additional cultural material. Several
meters northwest of the tent ring some weathered willow sticks, one of
which was cut, were found lying on the surface. The tent ring is roughly
circular and measures approximately 2 x 3 meters.

Evidence at the site suggests that two occupational events may have
occurred here. The tent ring probably represents an occupation occurring
during the last 200 years while the obsidian may represent an earlier
occupation.

Site significnace is of a local nature and research potential is low. At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.
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XCL-077

Site Elevation: SW1/4, SE1/4 Probable Site Type:
3100 ft. Section 9 Lookout
T15S, R4W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural
ca. 2000 years B.P. Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located on the western side of the Chandler Lake basin about
6 kilometers south-southwest of Chandler Lake. The site is perched atop
a knoll on the south side of a narrow draw through which a small unnamed
creek flows. Elevated some 10 meters above the creek the site offers a
resonably good view toward the northeast and southwest along the line of
the draw. The view in other directions is blocked after a kilometer or
so by rising terrain.

| oo )

soil, gnavel, cpbhles] bjoulders/, and fr ed bedrdck. What vegatation

is present| is dpminatéd by lichen an ith a| narrow trip if |dwarf

Vegetation[dTthe site '§‘§§3nt and m chngxrthe surfaee;;;]exdoseq minerh]
t
i

birch growing along ejther s\ide of

he Tréek GHJ
The site was Tocated ds—the ult of/surfde rec aissance., A d ]

scatter of cultural material, approximately 2 meters in width, extended
downslope from the knoll's promontory for a distance of 3 meters. Cultural
material included 3 black chert microblade fragments and a variety of

flakes and chunks of black and gray chert. At least one of the flakes

appeared to have been utijlized as a tool. No subsurface testing was undertaken.

The present of microblades suggests a minimum age for the site of ca.
2000 years B.P. The variety of lithic material may indicate that the
site experienced more than a single occupational event. The lack of
diagnostic artifacts precludes any cultural assessment. The site's
location suggests that it may have served a a lookout.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low. At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.

XCL-087
Site Elevation: SE1/4, NW1/4 Probable Site Type:
3400 ft. Section 17 Shooting Blind
T16S, R4W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural
ca. 100 years B.P. Affiliation: Nunamiut

Eskimo
This site lies on the south side of the high rocky plateau/ridge which
splits the Agiak/Ekokpuk valliey. There are two levels to this plateau/ridge
before it ascends the rocky slope to the east-northeast. A large gray
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boulder sits on the west end of the first level, and XCL-086 is on the
south side of the second level. Agiak Lake lies slightly more than 3

kilometers to the west. The view is excellent over entire valley from
southeast and south to west encompassing most of Agiak Lake. Views 1in
other directions are blocked by higher terrain.

There is little vegetation at the site as the majority of the surface is
exposed bedrock gravel, cobbles, and boulders. What vegetation is present
consists mainly of lichen.

The site consists of a single shooting pit which measures 1.5 meters in width
and .70 meters in.depth. It is made of rocks and small boulders which

range from .30 - .70 meters in diameter. There do not appear to by any
inuksuk nearby.

The age of this feature is unknown although it is probably no older than
100 yeats. ~

- I
Site signifficance \is of éji;2a1 natur research[gggggtial is low
At present{ the fitle d es_ngg-aipear o /be\ threatened by apy adverse {impacts.

XCL-088
Site Elevation: NW1l/4, NW1l/4 Probable Site Type:
3400 ft. Section 17 Lookout
- T16S, R4W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural

Unknown Affiliation: Unknown
This site is located on the north edge of the Agiak/Ekokpuk valley near
the point where the north fork of the Agiak inlet creek enters a narrow
chute. Site XCL-087 is located 150 meters to the south. This site sits
on the southern edge of a small rocky knoll 50 meters north of the creek
and 45 meters south of the steeper rock slopes to the north. The site

of fers an excellent view to the west encompassing the valley and most of
Agiak Lake.

Vegetation at the site is sparse, covering only about 50% of the surface
area, and consists of lichen, moss, grass, and low woody and herbaceous
plants. Unvegetated areas consist of exposed bedrock, gravel, boulders,
and mineral soil.

The site was located as the result of surface inspection of the area.
Numerous black chert flakes and some caribou bone fragments are present on
the surface. Two 35 cmé test pits were excavated to a depth of 6 cm. and
proved to be culturally sterile.

The location of the site suggests it served as a lookout. The lack of
diagnostic artifacts precludes any temporal or cultural assessment of the
site.
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Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appears
low. At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse
impacts.

XCL-089 wéy{
Site Elevation: NW1/4, NW1/4 Probable Site Type: A
3190 ft. Section 7 ‘ Camp/Lookout e
T16S, R4W o 757
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural - ﬁ‘”j”
ca. 200 years B.P. Affiliation: Nunamiut o
Eskimo ¢% Lo
B
This site is poised on the southwest side of a large plateau/terrace S

which trends west-norghwest—and east-s ut east of «SOgﬁj peak—immediately
east of {th th\ end of an:} ake lips approximatlely 500 __|

ake, .
meters gouth of\ the sjte and 25/ meter r in elleyvation. The view| from the -
site is |extellept |to the south and west/ w 1 h inc uce§“§fp of Agiak Lake g7 Pl
and the [surroundipg 1 ::r coun ry. T

.«”\ \\

T .
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The terrace—ts broad somewkat ocky getated areasLtnkaling
more than 30% of the site area. Vegetation consists of a thin patchy mat
of sedge, lichen, moss, and low woody and herbaceous plants.

The site was located as the result of surface observation and consists of
three tent rings and three local distributions of Tithics. Large numbers
of black chert flakes were observed scattered about portions of the site
area especially below rocks of the side walls of tent rings. Lithic area
#3 was the densest locus of chert flakes, however, each tent ring also
had chert waste flakes within it and not outside it, so far as could be
told by surface observation. This suggests that the lithic detritus 1s
associated with the tent rings which is not a common occurrence.

Lithic area #1 consists of a single large utilized/retouched flake of
black chert.

Lithic area #2 consists of two black chert waste flakes.

Lithic area #3 includes one large black chert artifact which is not
dissimilar to that at lithic area #1, and more than 200 additional black
chert flakes ranging in size from secondary retouch to core thinning
flakes. Many of the flakes were incorporated in the surface of the site
and several appeared to have been utilized.

Tent ring "C" is extraordinary for the amount of lithic material in and
within three meters around it. Under any of the portable rocks there are
several flakes of black chert. Of the ca. 150 flakes seen, all but two
were black chert. A flake scraper found just outside thent ring "C" is
made of blue/gray banded chert and is the only formal artifact from the
site. Since 99% of the Tithic material at the site is black chert, the
scraper may represent a separate occupational event.
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The site is in the most prominent spot north and east of Agiak Lake that
is near the Amiloyak/Agiak Valley and the long line(s) of inuksuk which
run up Agiak Creek. It appears that the site may have functioned as both
a camp and a lookout. The tent ring occupation of the site is probably
no older than 200 years B.P.

Although site significance is of a local nature. The site is interesting in
that it is rare to find lithic detritus so obviously associated with tent
rings. The fact that these tent rings are made of numerous rocks and

most of the lithic detritus appears to be inside the rings suggests the

site was occupied during the less mild part of the year or perhaps during
especially inclement weather. Despite this, research potential is less

than moderate.

At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.







XCL-089 (continued)

XCL-O89
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XCL-090

Site Elevation: NW1l/4, NW1/4 Probable Site Type:
3195 ft. Section 7 Camp/Lookout
T16S, R4W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural
ca. 200 years B.P. Affiliation: Nunamiut
Eskimo

This site lies on the northern portion of the terrace upon which XCL-089
is located. XCL-090 is located 150 meters north of XCL-089 and 800 meters
north of Agiak Lake. The view from this site is very good especially to
the west across the Agiak/Amiloyak Valley. To the north and south the
view is somewhat restricted by rising terrain.

Roughly 50% of the site surface is vegetated. Vegetation consists of a
thin, brnkeﬂ~me of g ~—anhen, mos nd a few scattered r{!:»L.wczgzgty_ﬁ

and herbac hants t of exppsed\ minerall sQil and griavel are
common, |a compa 1 d b a as fonal z\d posit.
a £

The site was 1 ed thé\re ult qf” reconfatssance of the drea
and congist sin le c1 c rougF1§ 3 meters in diameter.
6 cm. and yielded

A s1ngle~25—em test p4 waske cav pth
one brown, one blue and two black chert flakes. An additional black
chert flake was noted beneath one of the ring stones . A large frost
crack bisects the tent ring.

ﬁ

. The fact that all the lithic detritus appears to be subsurface or under
tent ring stones suggests that the ring was constructed on top of an
older site. The variety of 1ithic material suggests several occupational
events occurred at the site.

The site's location suggests it may have served as a lookout as well as a
camping locale. The camp was probably occupied during the warmer months
by Nunamiut Eskimo sometime during the last 200 years.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low. At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.
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XCL-090 (continued)
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Site Elevation:
3210 ft.

Site Age:

Multiple Occupations

XCL-091
NE1l/4, NW1/4 Probable Site Type:
Section 7 Lookout /Camp
T16S, R4W

Probable Cultural
Affiliation:
Eskimo and Older

Umiat Meridian

This site is located about 175 meters southeast of XCL-089 on a slightly
more elevated portion of the same terrace that XCL-090 and XCL-089 lie

on.

and the surrounding local country to the south and east.

The view from the site is quite good encompassing all of Agiak Lake

The view to the

north is somewhat obstructed by higher terrain.

Vegetation in the site area consists of a thin mat of lichen, moss, grass,

and low woody and herbaceous plants.

Fractured bedrock expsosures are

common while mineral soil exposures are few in number.
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The site was located as the result of surface observation and consists of
four circular tent rings and what appears to be a half tent ring. All of
the tent rings are roughly 3 meters in diameter and have some lithics
associated with them. The rings are scattered over an area of roughly
2500 metersZ. Lithic detritus consists of a variety of chert and a single
obsidian flake.

Two formal artifacts were noted at the site. Beneath one of the rocks in
ring "A" a fan shaped, black chert end scraper was observed. Under
another nearby rock numerous black chert flakes were present. A crude
black chert biface was noted, on surface, in the middle of tent ring "B".

Roughly 50 meters east of tent ring "B" lies the half tent ring. It is
roughly elliptical in shape and measures 1.00 meter x .80 meter (inside
diameter) and 2.50 meters x 2.00 meters (outside diameter). The stones
are piled nearly 45 cm. high. This feature may represent some type of
blind or wi as it—appears_somewhat rd tent

ring size. %;>
ul£1p;e ccupatf al event

This sitem

represented 1n JS probably st 250 years.
There is ng if \lthe lighie— i s lassociated with
the tent ri —t at theite i n appear to

top of the 11th1c detritus suggests that the tent rings were erected on
top of an older site. At various times the site area appears to have been
used as a camp and a lookout.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is a bit
above low. At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any
adverse impacts.
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XCL-091 (continued)
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XCL-091 (continued)
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XCL-092

Site Elevation: NW1/4, NW1l/4 Probable Site Type:
3250 ft. Section 1 Lookout
T16S, RO5W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

The site is located on a knob that projects as a low spur off the north
end of mountain that borders Agiak Lake on the west. An unnamed tributary
of the lake flows eastward 150 meters north of the site. The site lies
approximately 1.5 kilometers west-northwest of the lake's north end.

The view from of the site is moderately good and includes the southern
portion of Amiloyak Lake, eastward through the Ekokpuk Valley and most

of the Agiak Lake area.

The site syr

robugtty— es,_licheﬂ, nd_wme.___i
ow woody ous nob-is de seﬁ vered |

with grassgs pnd a\ thick|carpet 11 soil aeratio
and enrichnen urjrowing grouad squiyr T
Over much ¢f ngb the

3 éeposits of fragmented
bedrock. tte—was first ack chert in j

surface 4 meters northwest of the knob crest. This material turned out
to be a large incompleted biface. Fifty cm. to the west another biface
was noted. The second biface was quite crude and could be considered a
prefaorm. A 20 cnl test was eas excavated to a depth of 8 cm. near the
preform yielded a total of 8 black chert flakes. Several additional
test pits excavated nearby proved to be culturally sterile.

The site's location suggests that it served as a lookout. The lack of
diagnostic artifacts precludes cultural or temporal assessment of the site.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appears

low. At present the site does not appear to be thretened by any adverse
impacts.
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XCL-093

Site Elevation: _ SW1/4, SW1/4 Probable Site Type:
3130 ft. Section 1 Lookout
T16S, R5W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located on a small kame 1.5 meters high, roughly 20 meters
long, and 5 meters across at its crest. The kame is situated in the

midst of wet tussock tundra between the valley wall and Agiak Lake's
western shore. The lake edge lies less than 100 meters to the east of
the site. The view potential is good and includes of Agiak Lake eastwards
up the Ekokpuk Valley and north 2 kilometers to the higher ground that

separates Amiloyak and Agiak Lakes.
of the~kame ifs refla wel cTﬂﬁnedT—gThe }
i \ dry mgssess—gr ssegi—a d —jﬁj

tvely fla
ugt, con istingipr rily of thijc
d ﬂiii;he baceouys ngs. S ﬁ?ﬁir sion {s taking place dF
ace .

The surface
cover is ro
some low wo
the souther

f the kame.. <

The site was ToCated thrqugh visual ingpection of the surface when cher
and fire-cracked rock were Obser in n &resional area.

Lithic materials on surface include flaking debitage and formal artifacts
in a variety of colors of chert including black, gray, and reddish-brown
and one artifact of greenish mud or siltstone.

No complete formal artifacts were in evidence but present on surface
were:

1. A small biface fragment of reddish brown chert, steeply retouched
along the edges of the ventral surface exhibiting a possible burin blow
struck along the fracture edge.

2. A large flake of cream/gray chert which appears to have been worked
into a graver.

3. A bifacially worked fragment of a gritty textured greenish-gray
muds tone.

Three 20 cm? test pits were excavated to a depth of 10 cm. from 30 to
100 cm. back from the eroding edge of the kame. Cultural materials
appear limited to the eroding edge of feature as all the test pits were
sterile. No hearth or charcoal was found although fire-cracked rock was
plentiful. Cultural materials were observed along a 3 meter

section of the kame's erosional face.

An additional concentration of fire-cracked rock was found approximately
8 meters east of the main lithic scatter also on south face of the kame.
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‘Due to the lack of diagnostic artifacts no cultural or temporal assessment
of the site can be made. The location of this site between the lake

shore and the valley wall makes it an excellent location for a hunting
blind/intercept/lookout station for migrating caribou. Hunting could

have been done cooperatively with men stationed behind the lakeshore
embankment and at base of valley wall in nearby willows. The height and
east-west orientation of the kame makes it an ideal location for cover

as well as a wind break.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appears low.
Much of the site may have already eroded away. At present the site does
not appear threatened by any adverse impact except the active erosion
occurring along the southern margin of the kame.

(_h RT B:’de-:/éwe/u Ffzagm€ﬂ+

o W By Chert
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XCL-093

ARt FacTs
A<Tunl. Size
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XCL-094

Site Elevation: SW1/4, SW1/4 Probable Site Type:
3115 ft. Section 1 Camp
T16S, RSW
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural
ca. 200-100 years B.P. Affiliation: Nunamiut
: Eskimo

The site is located on an old beach terrace that rises 0.5 meters above

Agiak Lake. The terrace runs some 85 meters along the lake's western

edge and is 10 meters. wide for most of its length. The site lies on the

edge of the lake and is roughly 100 meters south of XCL-093. The view

from the site encompasses all of Agiak Lake and the surrounding local country
including the Ekokpuk Valley.

The surface[of The~gite i d level. casion
of exposed § ravel arg T ripersed in a rich
moss, liche nd {low w y and herb e us pl
willow is s ajong the ma ins of/ the \site.
being eroded nd fic ac iop, creat n a \smal

eastern edg erragce No cultural méfé{_ﬁ
danger of df3turbance.

ﬁﬁedpﬁames-7

eg joA mat— —
ntk. Some dwarf
F ally

he terrdce is grad
cut-bank on the

rel in any apparetEJ

This site was first noted by the presence of a single black chert waste
flake on surface some 10 meters from the south end of the terrace. An
intensive visual inspection and three 20 cml test pits excavated through
the root mat to beach shingle yielded no additional cultural material.
There is little soil. at the site as the rooty vegetation mat d1rectly
overlies the old beach shingle. T

Forty meters from the south end of the terrace are two tent rings<
Their age is indeterminate. The stones are well integrated into the
vegetation mat. However, the weathered remains of an old cotton sock
was also observed in the vicinity suggesting a recent and probably
unassociated occupation of the site area. The tent rings and the chert
flake may not be associated, suggesting muitiple occupations of the
site area.

The southernmost tent ring is roughly 3 meters in diameter, while its
neighbor, 5 meters to the north, appears to be slightly smaller. When
one of the tent stones on the southern tent ring was lifted chunks of
charcoal were observed beneath.

The site appears to be a camp occupied by Nunamjut Eskimo some time during
the last 200 years. The presence of charcoal at the site may provide a
more specific date.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appears low.
At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.
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XCL-095

Site Elevation: NE1l/4, SW1/4 Probable Site Type:
3120 ft. Section 1 Lookout /Camp
T16S, R5W
Site Age: Uniat Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located on an esker which is roughly 80 meters in length
and up to 4 meters wide at its crest. The esker is aligned east-west
for most of its length before turning northward near its eastern end.
The esker rises from less than 1 meter to 3-4 meters in height at its
crest near north/eastern terminus. The view from the site is good and
includes all of Agiak Lake and the surrounding local country as well as
several kilometers east toward Ekokpuk Pass.
fyely flat i The ,—

The surface[of—the-site i —_—
vegetation mat—i ;giitiv 1 on th pos avel:]
io

and till is|interspersed Wi patches of rass, and som
low woody anpd {herbacegus plants.Veget skéF*§fﬂlanks ar
of similar composi .

but muchymore ro

The site was—tocatéd as t of the surfac
Cultural material consisting of black, gray, and banded gray chert flakes
were widely but thinly scattered over nearly the entire length of the
esker, Most of the cultural material occurred on the higher eastern

part of the site.

Near the site's southern end there is a smaller parallel esker on which a
concentration of fire-cracked rock and chert flakes was noted near the
southern edge of the crest. A small test pit was excavated amongst the
fire-cracked rock concentration and yielded no bone, charcoal, or other
cultural material.

Although no cultural affiliation can be assigned to this site it appears
to have been used as a game lookout where people took shelter in the lee
of the feature perhaps keeping warm with a fire.

The site's location suggests it served as a lookout. The lack of diagnostic
artifacts precludes temporal or cultural assessment of the site. The
variety of cultural material suggests that more than one occupational

event occurred at this location.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appears to

be low. At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any
adverse impacts.
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XCL-096

Site Elevation: NE1l/4, SE1/4 Probable Site Type:
3115 ft. Section 1 Camp/Lookout
T16S, R5W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located on a low, hummocky, glacially formed knob at the
northwest corner of Agiak Lake. The site is roughly 50 meters west of

the shore and somewhat less than 100 meters northeast of the most prominent
knob in the area. XCL-093 lies 400 meters to the southwest. The view

from this site differs 1ittle from the other sites in the area; XCL-093

094 and 095. All of Agiak Lake is visible including the surrounding local
country. ’ -

The surface[of—the-knob ig—n and hummecky with numer wal
dips. It is 4 } cky—with\occasigngl \patcheg oﬁ_exp;jed‘
soil and fr P Vegetatjon consigting of moss, lichen, grass, and
low woody anpd jherbaceous plants, <Is clumpy/and relatively sparse but th

overall appearnance/is/one| of c rather( an a barren

one, —
L

The promontory of the knob is near its southern end and is distinguished
by a more robust vegetation due to soil enrichment courtesy of burrowing
ground squirrels.

Three black chert waste flakes were noted immediately adjacent to a
concentration of fire-cracked rock which was well integrated into the
vegetation mat. This concentration of cultural material was lgcated
about 2 meters north of the grassy crest of the knob. A 20 cm? test

pit excavated to a depth of 10 cm. in the midst of the fire-cracked

rock revealed miniscule flakes of charcoal and a large black chert flake.

Some 8 meters north of the first test pit another concentration of fire-
cracked rock was noted. A close visual inspection in the area yielded

no lithics, however, a 20 cm? test pit excavated to a depth of 7 cm.

in the middle of the hearth produced copious charcoal, burned and calcined
bone, fish vertabra and ribs, and a caribou bone fragment. Other hearths
may be present but were not identifiabie from surface indication.

The site's location as well as the cultural material suggest that it
served as a camp and possibly a lookout. The lack of diagnostic artifacts
precludes temporal or cultural assessment, however, the charcoal may
provide a C-14 date.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appears low.
At present the site does not seem to be threatened by any adverse impacts.
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XCL-097

Site Elevation: NE1l/4, NE1/4 Probable Site Type:
3120 ft. Section 1 Lookout
T16S, R5W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site lies on a low 40 x 50 meter kame that is located between the
forks of the stream which fiows from the western mountains then turns
south and flows into the north end of Agiak Lake. The north channel of
the stream is only 25 meters from the site, the southern one perhaps 100
meters. The north end of Agiak Lake lies slightly less than a kilometer
south of the site. The view from the site is good but covers only the
local area.

The surface i i 11 drai i af
scattered s i racks norle igh 1

be cultural] i iqi in\and about a 50/50 mix
with expose i i i 0ss, |1ic¢hen, lgrass, aphd
low woody a nt cquple |of[small areas with
heavy dry m i nri¢hement by nestin
birds and r

The site was located as the result of visual reconnaissance of the area.
The medial section of a fine grained black chert blade was noted on
surface near the southwest corner of the kame. This artifact fragment
was found alone, on surface in an area of exposed gravely soil. Use
retouch is evident on both edges of the blade's dorsal surface, and the
three arrises terminate in hinge fractures.

Intensive visual inspection of the site area produced only one other
artifact, a unifacial flake knife., The knife was found on the southern
sloping face of the site 12 meters east of datum and the blade fragment.
Subsurface testing revealed no additional cultural material.

It is interesting to note that the cultural materials were on the south
slope of the knoll which provides a very comfortable lee site out of
the north wind or sight.of approaching caribou during the southern fall
migration.

The site's location suggests it served as a lookout. The lack of diagnostic
artifacts precludes any temporal or cultural assessment.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low. At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.
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XCL-097 (continued)
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XCL-098
Site Elevation: SW1/4, NW1l/4 Probable Site Type:
3120 ft. Section 6 Lookout
T16S, R4W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located on the lowest and westernmost slope of a kame. The

site is located about 250 meters northeast of XCL-098 and is separted

from the Chandler Valley's eastern wall by an alluvial fan and an intervening
area of low willow. The view potential of the site is comparable with

other sites in the vicinity providing a view of the entirety of

Agiak Lake, southeast into the Ekokpuk Pass area and north to the high

ground which blocks the view of Amiloyak Lake.

The surface of the site rises about 1.5 meters above the surrounding

tussock tundra. The immediate site area is uneven and hummocky. Vegetation
is a combination of lichen, small amounts of grasses, low woody and herbaceous
plants and moss. Small areas are disturbed by rodent burrows.

Close visual inspection and several test pits on the crests and faces

of the kame yielded no cultural material. However, in a hummocky area

to the west a basal fragment of what probably was a stemmed, parallel
obliquely flaked, projectile point was found on surface. The artifact
was fashioned from a fine grained, semi-translucent, brownish gray chert,
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appears to be basially thinned, and has a relatively thin, lenticular
cross section. The only other aritfactual material present was 4-5
black chert waste flakes on surface some 50 meters to the east at the
base of north face of the kame.

The site's location suggests it served as a lookout. The lack of diagnostic
artifacts precludes any cultural or temporal assessment of the site, although
the flaking technique used on the rojectile point is suggestive of the Denbigh
Flint Complex.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is lTow. At
present the site dies not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.

CL-099
L
Site Elevatfion: _1@1/ , NW1/a Prpbable Site Type
3152 ft. ~ Settion CEEE:]
1155, R4 T
Site Age: Umilat| Merydisa Probable Cultura
Recent ———— — Afffiliation: Nubamiut

Eskimo

This site lies just south of a low ridge on a flat elevated terrace some
7 meters above the southwest corner of Amiloyak Lake and 50 meters west
of the shore. The site offers an excellent view to the west, south, and
east, while the view to the north is blocked by a nearby ridge.

Approximately 90% of the surface of the site is vegetated by a thin mat
of grass, moss, lichen, some low woody and herbaceous plants and scattered
dwarf willow. A few scattered gravel and mineral soil exposures are present.

The site was located through surface reconnaissance and consists of a
single tent ring. A feature which may be a hearth (?) is located some 5
meters to the south. Subsurface testing inside the hearth revealed no
evidence of fire.

The tent ring is subrectangular in shape and measures 3 meters x 2.50
meters. Some of the tent ring rocks were half buried while others lay

only partially within the soil and vegetation. A 20 cm test was excavated
to a depth of 20 cm. in the center of the floor area and proved to be
culturally sterile.

The only artifact associated with this site is a wood shingle/board
(spruce?) 10 cm. x 35 cm. x 1 cm. found on the site near the ring. About
50 cut marks were presented on the surface of the board. These cut

marks were thin, suggesting a knife had made them, and with only a few
exceptions were oriented perpendicular to the long axis of the board.

The wood and the rectangular tent ring suggest the site is a recent
camp, and is probably related to the various historic materials on the
peninsula nearer the lake.

- 241 -



Site significance is of a local nature and research potential, except in
the sense of subsistence activities in the last 50 years, is low. At present
the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.

XCL-100
Site Elevation: NW1l/4, NE1/4 Probable Site Type:
3145 ft. , Section 32 Unknown
T15S, R4W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown
This site i terra
shore of Amf ofi the w E
1ies 400 me the sit exce]]ent an

encompasses i und 'dAng loca count;].
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less than 30% of the site area.

The site was located through visual reconnaissance of the area. A single
black chert end scraper was found on surface. No other cultural material
was noted and no subsurface testing was undertaken.

The lack of d%agnostic artifacts precludes any temporal or cultural
assessment of the site. The site can be termed little more than an
isolated find.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low. At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.
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XCL-101

Site Elevation: NE1l/4, SW1/4 Probable Site Type:
3400 ft. Section 12 Inuksuk/Hunting
T16S, R5W
Site Age: Umijat Meridian Probable Cultural
Last 200 years Affiliation: Nunamiut
Eskimo

This site is located along the northwest facing slope of the isolated
mountain which lies adjacent to the southeast shore of Agiak Lake.

The site is a line of inuksuk that runs along the base of the mountain
and curve westerly to the shore of the lake.

This well-preserved inuksuk line runs along the base of the mountian
in a general @astwest directionm-for a di ce of a eu%—i«kimometepv—»—“w:]

The cairns jarg—tm good candjtion, lany arg standing upright—and a otf__
lichen-covered. Others, hoﬂeve; are low/and compiet lj covered by black
lichens. t Jeast |twp off the caifns had knife ‘or ax cuf"h1!!ow fragments

in them.

The cairnslaPE*generally 8=£m;;ler§ a em be quite 1inegc‘wn

their alignments. In some places, especially where the cairns cross a
low vegetated area, there are "extra" cairns not forming part of the
linear arrangement. Some of the cairns are quite old and lichen covered,
while others seem recently erected, or renovated, suggesting many re-uses
of this structure.

The orientation of the line is such that it seems to have focused animals
moving southward down toward the lake shore at a point about 0.5 km

south of the inlet stream. There is a good place to hide kayaks just
south of that location behind a ridge.

The site demonstrates use of the Agiak Lake area for caribou drives, the
orientation suggests drives into the lake, and kayak hunting. The site

is of relatively high significance in terms of Nunamjut history and
prehistory and research potential in terms of caribou/subsistence activities
during the last 200-50 years is moderate.

At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.

- 243 -



NT e P 5
C et €o el

d & LA G 5 oy y'(v’l'&
- M”’f" Foan ¥ "‘”FS;( V«/&*"ﬂﬂ“j

3 MZM‘rmoﬂ,z,m €¥ “77XCL-102
- u )

Site Elevation: NW1l/4, SE1/4 Probable Site Type:
3130 ft. Section 11 Camp
T16S, R4W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural
6000 years - present Affiliation: Various

This site is located on some low knolls, and terraces on the east side

of the mouth of the Agiak Lake outlet stream, Agiak Creek. The site is
large, perhaps 100 meters? in area, and may lie entirely on native
allotment FFO17884 belonging to Doris Hugo. The site area provides a
have fine view of the lake, and the rolling glacial topography to the
south. The terrace is protected from north winds and has an ample willow
supply. Vegetation on the upland areas is largely lichen, sedge, moss,

low woody aqg_herbaceous plants, and grass.
pits_wh+gh aie

e

The top of t bTisala ge numper
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of chert, and obsidian, ly and gn1fac1a] y
flaked tool h with Eﬁ.a, igted obsidian microt lade.

To the west hel 1ake, is a modenn
probably a form of some
kind. Within the enclosure is much evidence of modern camping; tin

cans, broken glass bottles, and freeze dried food wrappers.

t ne hea
rectangular stone enclosu?"that

On the lower terrace there is also much evidence of modern camping.
Several test pits had been previously excavated here, and an end scraper
and biface were observed in two of the excavations. By far the most
common prehistoric cultural material is black chert; waste flakes of
this material are nearly everywhere.

This site is a complex one. The knolls probably functioned as lookout/
flaking stations, with the terrace providing a good habitation location.
The site has atedly re-used through time; microblades suggest

some antiquity, and the site has obviously been used by Nunamiut Eskimo.
Perhaps th charcoal/ ample will provide a date for part of the occupation.
The site has been disturbed by unauthorized excavation, but as the site
appears to be on a native allotment, little can be done to prevent further
excavation.

The test pits referred to below are those previously excavated by persons
unknown. No excavation was undertaken by NPS archeologists. Cultural
material was noted in the old test pits and mapped in.

Test Pit 1: Three black chert microblade fragments, more than 50 black
chert flakes, 1 red chert flake, 6 gray chert flakes, 54 obsidian flakes.

Test Pit 2: Two black chert flakes, one gray chert f]ake, five obsidian flakes.

Test Pit 3: One obsidian mxcroblade - associated w1th(heatzb),two obsidian
flakes numerous black chert--flakes.
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Test Pit 4: Flake tool, unifacially flaked with transverse burination
flake removal on base, corner notched.

Test Pit 5: Flake tool, unifacially flaked with possible transverse
burination flakes removed from base. Corner notched.

Test Pit 6: Five obsidian flakes, one retouched, two possible burin
spalls, three microblade fragments, numerous black chert flakes.

Test Pit 7: Two projectile points, found 10 cm. below surface under a rock.
Test Pit 8: One black chert projectile point, several black chert flakes.

Test Pit 9: Projectile point, biface fragment, also contains numerous
black chert flakes and a small amounts of charcoal.

remains of

Test Pit 10p i d fragm . L M_j
Test Pit 13: en£>scr per. f: o
Test pits 1 inkd chert flakes;—and\test pif T&¥ contained |
very recent nted caribou oge* charcoal| probably the

ract ) tion.

Cultural evidence suggests that the site has been periodically occupied
over at least the last 6 millennia.

Site significance is relatively high as is research potential. The site
lies on private land and appears threatened by human impact.
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XCL-102 (continued)
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XCL-102 (continued)

XCL-Joz
ARt FACTS AcTun kL

Brfa<e Fragment Size

GRAy/GREe'rJ Chert

END ScRApPE R

XCL-103
Site Elevation: SW1/4, NE1/4 Probable Site Type:
3240 ft. Section 32 Cache
: T15S, R4W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural
Last 100 years Affiliation: Nunamiut

Eskimo

This site is poised on a ridge roughly 500 meters east of the southeast
quadrant of Amiloyak Lake. The site is bordered on the north by a
westward flowing stream which feeds the lake. The site is located half
way along the length of the ridge, and has excellent views to north,
west, and east.

Vegetation at the site consists of a thin cover of lichen, moss, grass,
and some low woody and herbaceous plants. Only 30% of the surface of the
site is vegetated, the majority is exposed limestone bedrock and mineral soil.

The site was located as the result of surface reconnaissance of the area

and appears to be a stone cache. The cache is made of large, flat limestone
slabs piled up over a central box of stone which measures roughly 40 cm.

on a side. Total dimensions of the cache are ca. 1.00 meters in height

and 1.50 meters in diameter. Three artifacts were found in association

with the .cache. Inside the cache and partially wedged between the stones
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was a 1.70 meters long willow branch 4 cm. in diameter and one willow
stake about 25 cm. long, and 3 cm. in diameter which was worked to a
blunt taper. The third object is a more poorly preserved handle of
willow that was found 4 meters dowslope. This piece is curved and has
two lashing grooves cut into the wood at one end. It is otherwise
similar in appearance to the blunt stake found inside the cache.

The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes any cultural or temporal
assessment. However the site is probably recent given the rather good
preservation of all three wood artifacts.

This site appears to be a cache for gear and probably small parcels of
meat. Its height above the game trails by the lake shore suggest it may
have been utilized in sheep hunting.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low. At

-

J/) - L14

__._J
Site Elevation: NE1/4, SE1/4 Probab]e Site Type:
3310 ft. Section 7 Lookout
T16S, R4W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located on a prominent east-west trending ridge one kilometer
east of Agiak Lake. XCL-091 lies 1200 meters to the north-northwest and
XCL-087 lies slightly more than a kilometer to the east. The site is
located in a saddle along the ridge. The view from the site is excellent
to the east and west while higher terrain blocks long range views to the
north and south.

Vegetation at the site consists of moss, lichen, grass, dwarf willow, and
some low woody and herbaceous plants. Roughly 20% of the site area is
unvegetated the surface being comprised of shattered bedrock and some
mineral soil exposures.

The site was located as the result of visual reconnaissance of the locale
and consists of a 2 meterl area littered with black chert wast flakes. A
single 20 cmé test pit was excavated to a depth of 6 cm. and proved to be
culturally sterile. Some of the flakes appear to exhibit retouch which
may or may not be cultural in origin.

The site's location and cultural material suggest it served as a lookout.
The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes temporal or cultural assessment
of the site,

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low. At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.
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XCL-105

Site Elevation: NW1l/4 SE1/4 Probable Site Type:
3320 ft. Section 7 Shooting pits
T16S, R4W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural
Last 100 years Affiliation: Nunamiut
, Eskimo

This site 1ies on the west end of the narrow ridge roughly 200 meters
west of XCL-104. The view from the site is excellent and includes all of
Agiak Lake and the surrounding country.

The site area supports very little vegetation; perhaps 10% of the surface
is covered with-lichen’ the resf\be1ng fractured bedrock. The site
consists of igsje shooting pits averaging 1 meter in depth and up to 2
meters acro : cutturakmaterial, obseryed+—~Al-l-the -sheoting—
pits face o i [

— e

The row(s)

the west en
probably th y
they are, therefore, assoc

7 ak e nlethzfl ey.

this side of t g\akYEkokguk valTdy come u

i iately nort he pitsl It seems highly
were usied| to tak inibgu frnom| above, and that
ated with the’inuksuk -

The location and arrangement of the shooting pits in relation to the

nearby inuksuk suggests the shooting pits date from a period after firearms
became common in the area. The site was probably utilized by Nunamiut
Eskimo caribou hunters.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low. At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.

XCL-106
Site Elevation: SW1/4, SEY1/4 Probable Site Type:
3145 ft. Section 29 Unknown
T15S, R4W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located 150 meters northeast of XCL-100. The site lies on a
low terrace on the central eastern shore of Amiloyak Lake, 30 meters east
of the water's edge. The site offers an excellent view of the lake and
the surrounding local country.

Vegetation consists of sedge, moss, and lichen. Rocky ground accounts
for 40% of the site's surface.

This site, 1ike XCL-100 to the south, appears to be an isolated find. A
single black chert flake was noted on surface near the center of a small,
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hummocky terrace ca. 40 meters east of the lake. No other cultural
material was observed and inspection under and around half a dozen rocks
and bare spots nearby revealed no additional cultural evidence.

The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes any temporal or cultural
assessment of the site. Site significance is of a local nature and
research potential appears to be very, very, low. At present the site
does not appear to be threatened by and adverse impacts.

XCL-107
Site Elevation: ' NW1/4, NW1/4 Probable Site Type:
3145 ft. Section 32 Camp
' “"“***%55 R4W

Site Age:

PrabahleJCu1 1
ca. 100 y

Affiliation: Nuha 1ut
Eskxmo
This site ljes ' ;QéEE of XC =09 n terms of geomorphology,
is very simitar—to that s XCL- bn the first t

terrace above Amiloyak Lake and is protected from the north by the brow
of a ridge. The view from the site is excellent to south, west, and east
while to the north the ridge blocks the view.

at Meridi n

Vegetation at the site consists of grass, lichen, moss, low woody and
herbaceous plants and some scattered dwarf birch. Almost the entire
surface of the site is vegetated.

The site was located through a surface reconnaissance of the area and
consists of a single tent ring ca. 3.5 meters in diameter. The ring rocks
are spaced at 40 cm. intervals and most are more than half-buried in soil
and vegetation. No surface cultural material was noted and a small
subsurface test, excavated to a depth of 10 cm. in the middle of the

tent ring, proved to be culturally sterile.

The cultural evidence and location of the site suggests it served as a
camp, probably for hunting and or fishing. The circular shape of the
ring suggests occupation occurred roughly 100 or more years ago by
Nunamiut Eskimo.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appears

low. At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse
impact.
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XCL-108

Site Elevation: SW1/4, NE1/4 Probable Site Type:
3120 ft. Section 12 Camp
T16S, R5W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural

4000-2000 years B.P. Affiliation: Denbigh
, Flint Complex

The site is located about 200 meters south-southeast of the shore of

Agiak Lake, and about 100 meters east of the inlet stream. An elongated
ridge, which is covered with excavated pits, lies between the site and
the stream. The site is centered on a flat gravely surface that rises
above the low sedge tundra to the north, and gives way to higher ground

to the south and east. The site is vegetated with a thin cover of sedges,
mosses and lichens over the gravels. Fine grained soils are thin and

discontinuo@s over~the argas site loc command 1lept—d
north to the 1 anhd isFéde t\the ridg ich has a—suﬁzjb vie ?wi::]
the surrounding tenrajn. 5

<.
This site was |[discgvered while f{ryjng t sitles|C-6 and C-6a
found during andér's 1962 survey off the While examining th
area where ° ites are—repor to ge area, abou
meters? was discovered which had been thoroughly disturbed. Within

the disturbed area, where the vegetation had been removed, were large
numbers of black chert flakes indicating an archeological site. Among
these flakes were several tools, including end scrapers and flake knives.
The first conclusion was that this was the result of Alexander's work.
However, the site did not match the description given for site C-6, a
large tent ring, or site C-6a, a line of stone cairns. Additionally the
site was not in the right location to be either of these sites.

.

,,,,,,,

Several days later the site was reexamified and two bifaces, two end
scrapers, and a flake knife, and over 100 microblades, all of chert, were
found. In addition, buried in the bacw\gignggem the excavations, a
Wrigley's chewing gum wrapper with the uniform product bare code

printed on it was found. This evidence suggests the excavation activity

is much too recent to have been the work of Alexander.

It was decided to map the disturbed area, collect the exposed tools, and
undertake a testing program to determine the limits of the site. In
addition, two 1 meter? test squares were excavated.

The initial work at the site consisted of closely examining the disturbed
area for artifacts, and mapping its extent. The disturbed area encompasses
and irregularly shaped plot of some 40 square meters, and numerous pit
holes are found outside the perimeter. Vegetation has been removed, and

is sometimes found dumped in piles within the disturbed area. In addition
to the mapped material, the site is literally covered with coarse black
chert debitage.
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A testing program was undertaken to determine the extant of the cultural
material. Small test pits were spaced 7 meters apart across the site in
a square grid. Those test pits which yielded any cultural material

were marked. The site extends well beyond the limits of the disturbed
area; however it seems equally clear that the unauthorized excavations
have disturbed the majority of the site.

Two 1 meter? test squares on the southern boundary of the disturbed area,
near where large numbers of microblades had been seen in the pits,

were excavated. One obsidian flake was recovered from square 1-2 W, 14-

15 S. A total of 24 tools, mostly microblade fragments, were given point
provenience in this square, and 26 were located in square 0-1 W, 15-16 S.

Based on the above testing, it has been concluded that most of the
important parts of the site have been disturbed, and little is to be
gained by any additional work at this locality. The materials collected

by this pro; 1 serv acterize site adequanfiﬁ. —_
Unfortunatejy,~pre.charcoal was—recyvered ffrom\the sitie, and_the o&] M::] ‘
chronometri¢c determingtiops mu§E>co e fro /%R;'dian hyd¢ation alone.

Several odd|shaped /transvergespalys were tocated durnin ‘cu;gection 0

exposed materi in /the El%iurb dlareal. / are similar to primary

spalls fromimittem<Shapedlbdrins\ _but di ving $teep, step fractjure

flaking that looks like platform preparation along one side. They are
possibly platform rejuvenation flakes from microblade cores. It is
noteworthy that nearly all of the microblades, and these spalls are of
white or tan chert, while the flakes and end scrapers are of black chert.
Possibly two unrelated occupations are superimposed at XCL-108.

Evidence suggests that at Teast one occupation at the site may have been
by Denbigh Flint Complex People.

This is one of the few examples of apparent unauthorized excavation of an
archeological resource within the park.
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XCL-108 (continued)
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XCL-108 (continued)

XCL-108
Subsurface Testing - Site Limits and Boundary of Disturbed Area

ow QW w9 © 4YE BE /AE 16E SOE

M x ® @ ® * x x x 05
M/!y.

X X X X x 4s
X % ® x x B8
X X ® X x /RS
< X x x x x /65
} 10 Méﬁm‘ x X X x x X X X X X Jos

xxxxggxxxxxa‘/s

@ Lithic material found in 20 cm. x 20 cm. suobsurface
test or lithics on surface.

X No lithic material.

“ Excavated squares 1m x 1m (6/16/85)

Boundary of disturbed area. . ) .
N.B. - other potholes exist outside this line.
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Location and Description of materials salvaged from disturbed area.

DESCRIPTION

1.

s Ww

Co ~

10.
11.

9 microblades, 13 microblade fragnments,
7 flakes

. 19 microblades, 2 blade-like flakes

(1 retouched), 20 flakes

2 black chert flake knives

1 black chert end scraper

1 large tan biface, 2 large retouched
blades, 2 core thinning flakes, 2
microblade fragments, 2 blocky chert
flakes

1 crude flake knife, black chert, 3
flakes, unifacially retouched

1 large biface/scraper, black chert
32 microblades and fragments, 5
unifacially retouched transverse spalls,
13 flakes

1 black chert endscraper

1 black chert endscraper

1 biface fragment, dark gray chert



XCL-

108

Excavated Squares - Contents by Quad - Flakes

14-15S/1-2W...... 24 tools and 1 obsidian flake w/point proveniences. -
15-16S/0-1W...... 26 tools w/point proveniences.
Jw o,
/45
168 black flakes 149 black f1.
2 white/gray f1. (3 retouched)
4 gray/blue f1. 2 white/gray f1.
3 brown/red f1. 12 1t. gray f1.
1 gray f1.
n=177
n - 164 .
N.
36 black f1
47 black f1. :
(4 retouched) ? 1té/gray f;i
2 1t. gray f1. red/brown T1.
n = 49 n =42 I
1w /58 | 54 brack 1.
(6 retouched) 23 black f1.
11 1t. gray f1. ( 3 retouched)
n = 65 n= 23
9 black f1
. 54 black f1.
1 &;122t2$ChEd) (4 retouched)
| S0 cm. ) ~
' ' n-10 n =54
- 258( -

/6 S




XCL- /08
Al ARt FacTs
ACTC{.AL \5/2€ Black

Chert VD ScrapeR
—»\__‘\‘

CRoss ST i‘o ~

CROSS SecTronN

- 259 -



XCL-109

Site Elevation: . Nwl/4, SE1/4 Probable Site Type:
3095 ft. Section 11 Unknown
T16S, R5W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian : Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site lies on a north facing cut-bank on the south side of Agiak
Creek 200 meters south of the lake. XCL-102 lies about 150 meters to the
northeast. The site provides an excelient view of the creek valley to
the south, :

Vegetation at the site is sparse and consists of lichen, moss, grass, and
Tow woody and herbaceous plants. Much of the cut-bank is exposed gravel

The site was
of a single

and mineral soil.
Jt \of surfage econna1ssaﬂee—4nd éﬁﬂ&is s~—J
n erest'ni%X no wh1te_gﬁgg% was foupd

at XCL-102, itg_;Oﬂ\he north o
The lack of| di c artifacts| preclydes anpt mpoﬁzLLor cultural
assessment of the site. function the s nown but it i

assumed that it is associated with XCL-102.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low. At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.

XCL-110
Site Elevation: NE1l/4, NW1l/4 Probable Site Type:
3125 ft. Section 14 Lookout
T16S, R5W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site is Tocated on a Tow knob 300 meters east of the Agiak Lake
outlet stream. A western tributary of the outlet lies 100 meters south
of the site while XCL-102 lies 500 meters to the north-northeast. The
view from the site is local and centers on the outlet stream.

The surface of the site is uneven and vegetated with grass, moss, lichen,
and scattered low woody and herbaceous plants. Much of the surface is
unvegetated.

The site was located by visual inspection when of a handfull of black

chert flakes were observed. The flakes lay on the south face of knob,
near its base. No subsurface testing was undertaken,
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The site's location suggests that it served as a lookout. The lack o
diagnostic artifacts precludes any temporal or cultural assessment of the

site.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low.
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.

Site Elevation:
3155 ft,

Site Age: )
ca, 100 ygars B.

XCL-111

NW1l/4, NE1/4
Section 11
T16S, R5SW

Umiat Meridian

D)

This site s[its on d serids terraces
Agiak Lake. The ;;g is |15+25 Nhetlers
excellent Jiew acros’s thg sputhernj end/ off the \lake a

local country. Two small
sections.

f

At

4
N 4 T s

Probable Site Type:

Camp

Probable Cultural

[ hw
]
hd

AFFHHation
E sk t_']pn

FTmU‘
égi:gﬁrner of

and offers an
the surroundin

drainages"

L

nto three phys

Vegetation generally consists of moss, sedge, lichen, low woody and

herbaceous plants and some scattered dwarf birch.

limestone cover nearly 40% of the total site area.

[T

)
tographic

Blocks and slabs of

The site was located as the result of surface reconnaissance and consists
of tent rings, caches, and lithics, bone, and wood debris scattered

about the surface.

On the first terrace level are tent rings "A" and “B" and caches 1-3.
second level is cache 4, the largest and best preserved of the caches,
plus a tent ring and two collapsed caches or shooting pits.

Cache 1: 1lies 8 meters to north of tent ring "A".

cache made of relatively thick slabs of limestone which are heavily
fy" lichen. The cache is located in a shallow
draw and its presence is obvious, as there are only a few stones of

encrusted with black "lea

large size nearby.

Cache 2: Lies 20 meters upslope at 310° from cache 1.
preserved, and is not covered. Immediately to the northwest of cache 2
is tent ring "B", which may or may not be a real occupational locus.

ered remains of cache 2. No lichic or other

stones could be the scatt
cultural material was obs

erved.

It is less we

On the

This is a low stone

11
The

About 10 meters at 50° from ring "B" is cache 3, another poorly preserved
e slabs. The only artifact on the site near
this feature is a broken fragment, three pieces, of a spruce, bent wood

site of lichened limeston

- 261 -



bucket, which appears to have been at least 10 cm deep. Total length of
fragment is 50 cm. Six stiching holes are present on one end. Two
lengths of stiching material, which appears to be root fiber are inserted
in the stiching holes. The thickness of wood is about .5cm.

On the second level of the terraces is Cache 4, which is very nicely
preserved. It is a circular confiqguration of limestone slabs which

is over a meter in diameter and .40 meter high. A large slab which lies
to one side appears to have been the roof.

The wood fragments present at the site include the bentwood bucket fragment
at cache 3, a burnt willow fragment in tent ring "C", and several willow
branches of various lengths and thicknesses near ring "C" and cache 4.
Caribou bones and fragments are littered over the entire site. Lithic
material on the site includes white chert, one flake on slope southwest

near ring "A", blue chert, one blocky poor quality "core" near the southeast
edge of terraté‘37~ nd blgtk—chert scatter, Ring—=AY,

and 15 meteps the edge*of*ﬁﬁr ace 3. ifa f_:]

observed was an end straper|of bla k che

o

There is gopbd |reasgn to believe t t th i muTtiple occupatiional
events. Culltu eyidende $uggest th t Lne—Nithic erial and the
cultural fea are not- late ; caches likely

represent a Nunamiut Eskimo occupat1on while the lithic detritus most
likely results from an earlier occupation.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appears
low. At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse
impacts.

BMCK Ckekf

END Scra R
ACTUAL Siz ?‘E
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XCL-111 (continued)
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XCL-112

Site Elevation: SE1/4, NWl/4 Probable Site Type:
3160 ft. Section 11 ' Camp/Lookout
T16S, RSW
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural
ca. 100 years B.P. Affiliation: Nunamiut
Eskimo

This site lies near the top of a curving ridge system 100 meters upslope
from the southwest corner of Agiak Lake. XCL-111 lies 400 meters to the
east and a small pond lies 175 meters to the east-southeast. The views
from the site are good over the pond and south and east across the southern
end of Agiak Lake; the best views are to the northwest.

Vegetation at the site consists of moss, lichen, grass and some low
woody and herb plantss hly 30% —the site—is ate

the remainipg | ack areg | prised o osed rqcks— mal 1
gravel, and{mineral spil.] Actiye grosio 1 0 curring g¢t the east en

of the site, { } | | < /[ \\ | T

The site wak 1 ggfthroggi-;:sba! regon ai nge arsl}onsists of one
tent ring approximately 3-meters ter. gray chert

flaks were found under one of the tent ring rocks. A 20 cnl test pit
was excavated to a depth of 8 cm. in the center of the ring and yielded
no cultural material.

o

No surface Ithics or other cultural material were seen on the unvegetated
areas of this ridge. It appears that this tent ring was a briefly occupied
lookout camp. It is quite possibie that the tent ring and the lithics
represent two separate occupational events. The tent ring probably
represents a Nunamiut Eskimo occupation which occurred no more than 100
years ago.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low. At
present, excepting the erosion at the eastern end, the site does not
appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.

XCL-113
Site Elevation: NW1/4, SE1/4 Probable Site Type:
3145 ft. Section 11 : Camp/Lookout
T16S, R5W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural
Last 200 years Affiliation: Nunamiut

Eskimo
This site is located on the broad ridge/terrace system on the west side
of Agiak Creek, the outlet stream at the southern end of Agiak Lake.
XCL-111 lies about 200 meters to the north-northeast while Agiak Lake is
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less than 100 meters to the northeast.

Depending on the location within

the site, the views are excellent in nearly all directions.

Vegetation at the site covers about 40% of the surface and consists of

moss, sedge, lichens, and some low woody and herbaceous plants.

erosion was noted.

No active

The site was. located as the result of surface reconnaissance and is

divisable into three parts.
ring, and third, a hunting blind.

First, a chipping station, second, a tent
A1l of these locales are close enough

to each other to warrant a single site number, although they probably

are not contemporaneous.

The chipping station faces downstream and is protected from northernly

winds by the higher portions of the ridge.

Approximately 300 pieces of

black chert, mostly detritus, although, a couple of unifacially retouched

Qgggf;gfkﬁzle#- ed—*T]
]

objects are|[presemt., are arted the up (north

most terrace of this \ridge. :ftjj ocale ¥s meters

slope down to the creek. éiix

Some 75 meters; to ghe/north jof thellithic ter, on the northeast edge
of the ridge, tsa tént ring roughly 3 mefeérs yn\diameter. A blocky
chunk of blue=gray chert, ctovered—with~+¥chen, f

Beneath one of the rocks of the tent ring was a black

on the surfa

chert flake. This

locality is an extremely exposed location when the north wind is blowing.

The third locality of this site consists of a low rock wall which may be
either a hunting blind or a wind break and lies 100 meters west from

either of the first two areas.

The blind is made of about 25 limestone boulders extending 1.10 meters in

an east-west orientation and is about 45 cm. high.
material was associated with the blind.

No observable cultural

The tent ring and the blind may be contemporaneous and probably represent

use by Nunamiut Eskimos during the last 200 years.
represent an earlier occupation.

By itself this site does not have much significnace.

The lithic scatter may

However, as a member

of the suite of sites clustered around the outlet of the lake, XCL~102,
111, 112, 113, 114, 115, it is integral to historic/prehistoric land use

pattern in the area.

At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.
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XCL-114

Site Elevation: NEl/4, SE1/4 Probable Site Type:
3140 ft. Section 11 Camp
T16S, RSW
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural
ca. 200 years B.P. Affiliation: Nunamiut

Eskimo and older

This site consists of two tent rings on the south side of the small pond
200 meters west-southwest of the southern end of Agiak Lake. The tent
rings are located in a boulder field about halfway along the long axis

of the pond about 30 meters east of the shore. The view from the site is
of the local area and is somewhat obscured by higher terrain.

Vegetation consists of moss, lichen, low woody and herbaceous plants and
some sedge.—Outside the riags,—the ground covered.kﬁﬂ%.wiﬁh.llcnen_*wan

covered sma] dexrs. ‘—M:j
Ring "A" is|ndarly redtangular; and measyr metePS‘X"ﬂij meters. ,
One blue/gr flake| was™ uﬁg undefr of\ the portabte rocks. |A |
black chert scyaper g%s foEn un er. %jff “B" is a round
tent ring located-30 metekrsInortheast ring he| diameter of rin
"B" is 3 meters and no cultural material was found under the portable
rocks of the ring.

This site may consist of several temporally unrelated occupations. The
most recent occupation, occuring no more than 75 years ago, is probably
represented by the rectangular tent ring. The circular tent ring may
represent a slightly older occupation. The lithic debitage may represent
the earliest of the site occupations. ‘

Site significance is related to the suite of sites around the Agiak Lake
outlet. Research potential appears low. At present the site does not
appear to by threatened by any adverse impacts.

XCL-115
Site Elevation: NWl/4, SEl/4 Probable Site Type:
3150 ft. Section 11 Camp
T16S, R5W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural
ca. 250 years Affiliation: Late
Prenistoric - recent
Eskimo

This site is located on the edge of a terrace ridge at the southwest
corner of Agiak Lake. Site XCL-113 lies over the ridge to the south; site
XCL-114 lies upslope to the west; while site XCL-102 lies about 200

meters to the south-southeast directly across Agiak Creek. The view
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from the site to the east and north covers the lake and surrounding
local country while the views west and south are restricted by the ridges.

Vegetation at the site consists of moss, lichen, sedge and some low woody
and herbaceous plants. Unvegetated areas account for about 30% of the
site's surface. There is no evidence of erosion.

The site was located as the result of surface reconnaissance and consists
of--four tent rings and 10 caches.

Tent ringf%A" - is subrectangular in shape, and measure 3 meters?.

- An opening in the Tow rock wall faces south. No cuitural material is
visible on the-s face, but looking underneath rocks revealed numerous
black cherb flakes, wood fragments, artifacts, and charcoal. Wood
artifacts included an arrow shaft fragment w1th nock and a whittled stake?

BL.D.E.;_I_W_O] ca ’LLDS_.__'

asyr 3 meter

Immediatelyrto-
and another| ca

Tent ring "B" i

across and s ural matertal was obge der the
portable ro:ks1¥KH&);/cach 1&:2&4 to ring—"8" ¢ ntai;zE a saw cut antler
section, Alrat unique rs th of tent ri
“B". This cache is a large, rectangu]ar box of stone slabs that measures
2.25 meters x 1.25 meters contains pieces of caribou fur.

Tent rings “C" and "D" are about 15-20 meters down slope towards the creek
from “A", "B", etc. Both of these tent rings are round, 3 meters is diameter,
and have no cultural material in association either on the surface or

under the portable rocks. The two caches associated with rings "C" and "D"
are empty.

The stone cache 15 meters southwest of ring "A" contains a fragment of a
wood bucket bottom. Just east of ring "A" are three fragments of shaped
wood.

This site is similar to the others in the outlet area in that it consists
of tent rings and caches of various ages resulting from a varjety of
occupational events. Evidence suggests that none of the occupations
exceed 250 years in age.

Site significance is of a local nature partucularly as the site is

associated with other sites in the outlet area. At present the site does
not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.
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XCL-116

Site Elevation: SW1/4, NE1/4 Probable Site Type:
3160 ft. Section 11 Camp
T16S, R5W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural
Last 100 years Affiliation: Nunamiut
Eskimo

This site lies 60 meters north of the pond adjacent to the southwest
corner of Agiak Lake and is directly across the pond from XCL-114.
While XCL-114 lies low in the pond basin, XCL-116 is in a hummocky area
elevated 7 meters above the level of the pond, and enjoys a much more
panoramic view.

Vegetation at the site consists of moss, lichen, low woody and herbaceous
plants, sed ch and wi . Limestone slabs and

rocks are e ite suyface. Therne is no v1d£ng of ;]
erosion.

t\ of syrf reconngis é]and consfists of
_~Jnea y rect/angttan ahd hds Fo cultural mare ials

—

The site wa
two tent ri
associated

Tenr ring "B" is about 50 meters to the northeast of ring "A". Ring "B"
is a large sub-circular ring measuring 4 meters x 3.50 meters and also
had no cultural material associated with it.

These two rings are similar in style and setting to those at XCL-114 and
those ‘across Agiak Creek at XCL-118, in that the rings are large, and
tend to be in rocky areas away from obvious lake/creek/ridge habitation
sites. The tent rings at these sites also appear to be "outliers".
Whether this type of location and structure is a product of social distance,
different economic function, or different time period is unknown. What

is odd about these three locations is they are not choice camping spots.
At XCL-114, for instance, there is protection from south winds, but the
site 1s exposed to much more severe winds from the north. On a low
terrace on the north edge of the pond, where there are nearby willows

and it is protected from north winds there is no sign of human occupation.

Evidence suggests that these are summer camps situated to escape mosquitos

and probably functioning as base camps for caribou hunting. Site significance
is of a local nature and research potential is low. At present the site

does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.
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XCL-117

Site Elevation: SW1/4, NE1/4 Probable Site Type:
3155 ft, Section 11 ' Unknown
T16S, R5W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural
ca. 100 years Affiliation: Nunamiut
Eskimo

This site is located on the edge of the east-west trending ridge edge that
overlooks a small pond west of XCL-111. The site lies along the north
edge of the middle of the ridge in the area of high site density west of
the outlet of Agiak Lake. The site lies roughly 300 meters north of the
mouth of the Agiak Lake outlet stream. The view from the site is good

and encompasses the southern end of the lake and the surrounding local
country.

Vegetation cons i graSS,_ﬁﬁggﬁl lo woody___]

and herbace pla ts, and wih]ow. Much of| the

site surface s exposed Ijim : and minerafj3011.
on jst i i

This site ¢ yckis. The cache
re jnumerous bones| o

measures 5 oss a

an infant or fetal caribou. There 1s also some caribou fur preserved in
clumps below and around the bones.

The purpose or function of this site is unknown but the faunal material
suggests it is no older than 100 years.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low. At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.

, 65 ,.
s i
“Ka 1 v MDD g XCL-118
A gt :
Site Elevation: SE1/4, SE1/4 Probable Site Type:
3200 ft. Section 11 Camp
T16S, R5W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

The site is located on a rocky ridge roughly 300 meters east of XCL-102
and the southern end of Agiak Lake. The view from the site is excellent
to the north, south, and west encompassing the surrounding local country.

Most of the surface of the site is made up of exposea rocks, gravel, and
mineral soil. The site consists of nine tent r1ngs Situated along the
rocky ridge. The rings are in places that seem poor locations for
camping, on the windy, rocky slopes:—This~is a location where one would
expect to find a line of inuksuk, or some shooting pits, although, the
lack of large rocks may contribute to their absence. These tent rings
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are located in a similar settings to those in XCL-089,090,091, at the
northeast end of the lake.

A few hundred meters north of XCL-118 are several broken down cairns
which may have formed part of an inuksuk line at one time. They may or
may not be related to the tent rings.

Two of the tent rings contained numerous artifacts. Tent ring "B" contained
numerous black and gray/green chert flakes as well as several chert
scrapers. Tent ring "H" contained numerous black chert and obsidian

flakes as well as obsidian scrapers, an obsidian projectile point base,

and a black chert projectile point. Tent ring "C" contained a black

chert projectile point.

The tent rings are described as follows:

Tent Ring "f™: 3.5(meters=aorth- 3.0 meters—east-wes
Test Pit|l: ay the 1a es —~——_;] tm_——nat::]

Test Pit|2y Sin black cr kes

o
<
—
w
3

Tent Ring "B'

4 efist-west, located 30 meters
bearing 340P mag: from te rocks the following
artifacts were nd: one gment, three end

scrapers, three unifacial side scrapers. One obsidian flake was found
n p.best”p+%«jf5'the center, 5 cm. below surface.

L

“Tent Ring "C":~"0Oval, 3 meters north-south, 3.5 meters east-west located 75
me&erswon”/bear1ng of 25° mag. from tent ring "A". Seven black chert
flakes were found beneath the tent ring rocks, gne-large, gray chert,.,
flake core near the northeast corner, one s1de‘nn§ched prOJect11e poln

is in the west central part of the ring beneath a stone.

Tent Ring "D": Oval, 3.0 meters north/south, 2.5 meters east-west located
75 meters from the tent ring "A: on a bearing of 40°mag. No cultural material
was associated with this tent ring.

Tent ring "E": Circular, 3.0 meters in diameter 150 meters from tent
ring "A" on-a bearing of 55°mag. Poorly constructed tent ring, four black
chert fTakes/found beneath ring stones.

Tent Ring "F": Circular, 3.0 meters in diameter located 15 meters east-
southeast -of ning "G". Rock stripe in 20 cm. deep crack. Twenty black
chert flakes were found beneath rocks on the south side of the tent
r1ng,(one~gray chert flake core lies on the northwest edge of the tent
ring, four black chert flakes were found in a small test square.

Tent Ring "G": Circular, 3.0 meters in diameter located 45° bearing

from ring "C", just south of crest of ridge. The south wall of the ring
is insubstantial.
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Tent Ring "H": Roughly oval, 3.5 meters north-south, 2.5 meters

east-west located 35 meters bearing 30° mag. to a prominent boulder on
the ridge. This ring contained many obsidian artifacts. The following
cultural material was located beneath rocks in the tent ring (see map).

Rock 1: Obsidian end scraper.

Rock 2: Obsidian end scraper, one broken retouched obsidian flake, two
small red obsidian flakes.

Rock 3: Basal part of side not;heHWbejectile poiﬁ%f*one gray obsidian
flake, one red obsidian flake.
Rock 4: Obsidian end scraper.

Rock 5: Black chert projectile point, one broken end scraper, two black

obsidian flakes;—22 red opsidian—£f]akes.

A ik | ]
Rock 6: Unffdcial\obyidian|side)s raper, ka L
Rock 7: Sik dbsidyan/ flakeq. N\{il —— '
Rock 8: QObsidi end scraper. -

e

Tent Ring “I": Circular 4.0 meters in diameter located 25 meters bearing 0°
mag. from ring "H". The south wall of ring is less substantial than the north
wall. Ten black chert flakes were located under rocks in the tent ring.

As is often the case it is somewhat difficult to determine if the lithics
are associated with the tent rings or if the tent rings were superimposed
over an already exisiting site. In this case the artifactual evidence
seems to suggest that the tent rings and the lithics are associated.
However, based on limited obsidian hydration data from the site, if
associated with the obsidian artifacts, the tent rings are in excess of
1000 years in age WHTGHW§egm§d§§£h§CWggliﬁsly-TAAM#fUN14¢a¢ ¢ 7

Site significance is moderate as is research potential. At present the
site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.
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XCL-118 (continued)
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XCL-118 (continued) XC_L'//8
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XCL-119
Site Elevation: NE1/4, SW1l/4 Probable Site Type:
3140 ft. Section 11 Shooting Pits
T16S, R5W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural
ca. 100 years Affiliation: Nunamiut

Eskimo

On the west side of Agiak Creek, near the prominent S-bend just south of
the lake, there is a long east-west trending terrace. Site XCL-113 is
located near the east end of this terrace, and XCL-119 lies near the
midpoint some 150 meters west of the Creek, and 10 meters above it. The
view is excellent to south, down Agiak Creek and the low areas on either
side of it.

Vegetation at the site consists of moss, sedge, lichen, low woody and
herbaceous plants and dwarf willow. About 50% of the surface of the site
area is unvegetated.

The site was located as the result of surface reconnaissance and consists
of a cluster of shooting pits all of which face down Agiak Creek. There
are three inuksuk running southeast-northwest along the slope to the
north of the pits.
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The largest pit is 3.50 meters in diameter and 1 meter in depth. The
others are smaller measuring 1.5 - 2.0 meters in diameter. No cultural
material was observed in or around the pits.

Little else can be said concerning this site. The site was probably
occupied/used no longer than 100 years ago by Nunamiut Eskimo.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low
except when the whole area around the southwest end of Agiak Lake is
considered as a single activity area. At present the site does not appear
to be threatened by any avdverse impacts.

CL 120
] L ]
Site Elevatjon: NE /4, SEl/ Probable Site Type:
3120 ft. 1on 1 - Camp~
16 ’
Site Age: Um1 t Merx i zgébable Cultura
Last 200 years—”/ iliation: Nunamiut

Eskimo

The site is situated on a beach ridge just in front of a prominent talus
lobe at the southeast end of Agiak Lake. The site is about 10 meters
from the lake shore, 10 meters from the top of the talus lobe and lies
about 400 meters east of XCL-102. The site affords a good view of the
lake and the local surrounding country.

Vegetation at the site consists mostly of sedge and willow although
there is some scattered lichen and moss. Much of the area is exposed
gravel and mineral soil which appears to be the result of seasonal frost
action,

The site was located as the result of surface reconnaissance and consists
of a single tent ring situated in the center of a frost boil. The tent
ring is roughly circular and about 2.5 - 3 meters in diameter. A careful
search under the tent ring stones revealed a few flecks of charcoal but
no lithic artifacts.

This tent ring of unknown age indicates shoreline occupation away from
the intense occupation at the outlet stream area, and the tent rings on
the talus slopes above at XCL-118., This tent ring may or may not be
associated with these other occupations. However, its overail flavor
suggests it is fairly recent.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low. At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.
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XCL-121

Site Elevation: NE1/4, SEl1/4 Probable Site Type:
3560 ft. Section 21 Unknown
T16S, R4W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site lies on the north side of a small creek that feeds Ekokpuk Creek
about 5 km. east of the hourglass shaped lake in the to Agiak/Ekokpuk Pass.
The site lies low in the main valley, well below prominent knolls and
ridges. There is a small patch of 4-5 meters tall leafless willow 35
meters upstream. Other vegetation includes lichen, moss, dwarf birch,
sedge, ground level willow, and Tow woody and herbaceous plants. Views

are very good down valley, and good upsteam.

A single bigckchnert flak osion 1 t 10 meters—
north of the ¢ 20| cmy vated 0 a»depth —
cm. just beyonh the efoded area matery a# was found.

The function, jage, /and cultural™associat/io this sfitd are unknown.

Site signifjca is/of afl cal\Ea ure anch potential is low.| At
present the'STTIdeeS not pear by adverse impatts

XCL-122
Site Elevation: NW1l/4, NW1/4 Probable Site Type:
3320 ft. Section 18 Shooting Pits/Inuksuk
T16S, R4W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural
Last 100 years ’ Affiliation: Nunamiut

Eskimo

This site is located in the talus about 40 meters higher than the Agiak
Lake Inlet Creek, on a hillside slightly more than a kilometer east of
the lake. Vegetation at the site consists only of lichen and moss.

The view from the site is excellent east, north and west encompassing
the lake and the Agiak/Ekokpuk Valley.

The site consists of three shooting pits. A line of inuksuk, which
becomes sproadic as it moves up valley, begins above XCL-101 and
terminates at XCL-122. Two large, standing, inuksuk are located adjacent
to the shooting pits. Subsurface tests in all three pits yielded no
cultural material.

This is a hunting site and probably reflects the use of firearems.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low. At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.
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XCL-123

Site Elevation: NE1l/4, SE1/4 Probable Site Type:
3350 ft. Section 18 Hunting
T16S, R4W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural
ca. 100 years B.P. Affiliation: Nunamiut
Eskimo

This site is located on the bench at the eastern end of the isolated
mountain that lies adjacent to the southern quadrant of Agiak lake.

Agiak Lake lies slightly more than 2 kilometers to the west while a

small tributary stream of "Hourglass" Creek lies 50 meters to the east.
Views are excellent from west around to the southeast at the first locality
and are excellent from northwest around to the south at the second.
Vegetation at both localities consists of dwarf birch, sedge, moss,

tichen, and {Sofi low. [Unve ted area ount to abea%*zgﬁ of[—fehe~——-——-~T
The site consists of two Jocalities and

site.
a% 1§c ted through surface 4
reconnaissance. Lgcality|l Eon istts of /14 ne\ inuksuK in an east-west

1ine 50 meters g that covers the wi df"tgfigenc t the base of |th
talus slope.~Several of cai n good-shapel-few are heavil

lichened. The terrace is 4 meters above the gravel/rock braided floodplain.

Locality 2 lies 150 meters south of locality 1 and is comprised of a
large boulder. Stacked on top are numerous small boulders, and at either
end are large slabs of bedrock leaning in the northerly direction. One
of these slabs has fallen and now lies 2 meters away. This appears to

be a hunting blind 2.75 meters long x 1 meter thick x .70 meter high.
Locality 1 is not visible from the blind; the inuksuk are just barely

out of view around the corner. Ten meters upslope of locality 2 are
large numbers of shattered, bleached caribou bones. This is an excellent
location for inuksuk and a hunting blind, with or without a rifle,

Evidence suggests the site is no older than 100 years. Site significance
is of a local nature and research potential is low. At present the site
does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.

XCL-124
Site Elevation: SE1/4, SW1/4 Probable Site Type:
3420 ft. Section 18 Hunting
T16S, R4W
Site Age: Uniat Meridian Probable Cultural
Last 100 years Affiliation: Nunamiut

Eskimo

The site is situated on an elevated knoll that lies near the center of
the valley which enters the Agiak inlet stream valley from the south.
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The knoll appears to be a moraine remnant and is sparsely vegetated with
sedges, grass, lichens and dwarf heath. The knoll commands a perfect
view north toward the valley and north and south toward the knolls in the
pass area. The site offers a good view of XCL-123 across the valley
floor.

A row of 14 poorly preserved cairns run along the top of the knoll,
oriented 142° mag. They may have served as an inuksuk line. On a bench
along the north side of the knoll is a beautifully made semicircular
hunting blind. The blind is 1.5 meters long and stands 60 cm. high. It
is not very old, since lichens have not yet re-colonized the stones. In
fact, it appears that one can see where stones were removed from the
talus slope to make the blind: there are "holes" in the more-or-less
uniform cover of black lichens. The biind looks to the north out over
the flood plain, and obviously did not function in conjunction with the
cairns on the ridge above it. However, it may have functioned as a unit

with the bl jnuksu b o

-

The inuksuk|appears to pr i ifd by roubhly 100 years
although, bpth are probabfly - ) amj t Eskiméﬂg&ﬁjvity.

Site signiffic ce/{ of a otential is low.| At
present the st oes not any adverse impa

XCL-125
Site Elevation: NW1/4, NW1/4 Probable Site Type:
3600 ft. Section 24 Lookout
T1bS, R5W :
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown 1 Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located just below the promontory of a knob on the south

side of the isolated mountian southeast of Agiak Lake. The knob rises
steeply on the east and drops precipitously on the west. The views from
the site are excellent in all directions except to the north where the
mountain blocks long range vision. A large patch of perennial aufies lies
in a creek bottom 750 meters northwest of the site.

Vegetation covers about 10% of the surface of the site and consists of
lichen, sedge, and moss. The vast majority of the site's surface is -
exposed bedrock, cobbles, boulders, and gravel.

The site was located as a result of surface reconnajssance. Over 200
flakes of black chert were found on the western edge of the knoll near its
summit, Most of the flakes were among, between, and beneath the fist
sized stones scattered about the knoll. The flakes are tightly clustered
in an area 1 meterZ,
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If there ever was a lookout site, this is one. Lithic remains suggest a
single occupation occurred at the site. The lack of diagnostic artifacts
precludes temporal or cultural assessment of the site.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low. At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.

XCL-126
Site Elevation: NW1l/4, SE1/4 Probablie Site Type:
3650 ft. Section 6 Cache/Deadfall
T16S, R4W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probgb]e Cultural

Last

i at for——->Nunamiut
o Lo

ol 1
N

This si
adjacen t qua
hundred ope. is excellent tol the
south, west;—dand norths To S iocked by higher—terrain
On the talus vegetation is basically an afterthought and consists of
lichen and moss.

on the slopejon the mountain

itle XCL-089 1ies| several

The site was located through visual reconnaissance and consists of a
stacked cairn and a cache set on the edge of a flat area in the otherwise
steep talus slope. The cairn is 3 meters south-southwest of the cache,
which is made of several large rock slabs and numerous smaller ones.
Inside the cache are two knife cut pieces of willow. The first is 52 cm.
long, and was jammed between the wall rock slab and the large roof slab.
The second piece of wood is 22 ¢cm. long, and still has some bark on it.
One end of the stick is broken, the other is whittled around the edge,
smooth cylindical, but is not a well-worked artifact.

This feature is tentatively jdentified as a cache of stone slabs, used
for meat storage. However, it is possible that it is a deadfall; the
wood fragments being the remains of the bait/trigger pin. There are
however, problems with this assessment. The supposed trigger pin was
held very securely by additional rocks on top of the roof slab making
removal or movement of the trigger pin pretty difficult. The overhang
of the roof slab resting on the wall siab ranged from flush to 4-5 cm,
which would also make triggering difficult. There were no openings
between the slabs of the feature large enough to admit any animal the
size of a marmot. These three characteristics argue in favor of the
feature being a cache. If the feature is a a cache, then the position
of the wood is not easily explained. No other cultural material was
found in the vicinity.

The cairn on the edge of the talus brow is visible from below. It is
highly probable that the cairn was used to relocated the cache/deadfall.
The presence of identifiable wood in the site suggests the site was
utilized in the last 100 years.
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Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low. At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts,

XCL-127
Site Elevation: NW1/4, SE1/4 Probable Site Type:
3650 ft. Section 6 Hunting Blind
_ T16S, R4W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural
Last 200 years : Affiliation: Nunamiut
Eskimo

11 Egugh+y~
ear-— motth—pf 4§ﬁ
Views_are excel]enk ver
Lake aﬂd part of Chandler
onsists of moss, lichen, sedge, and gome

f rocks, gravel, and p?ulders

sout hwest facing, e of a
CL :esﬁhe sitg js \locate
b

p slo gins

The site was located as the result of surface reconnaissance and consists
of a low stone hunting blind some 50 meters west of the mouth of the
ravine. The blind lies just over the top of the knoll, and provides
concealment from both north and south moving animals. Surface rocks
surrounding the blind were moved to inspect below the surface, but no
cultural material was noted.

The blind could have functioned as a shelter/lookout at any time, and
likewise could have served as a reasonable blind even without the
employment firearms.

The site was probably used by Nunamiut Eskimo during the last 200 years.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appears
low. At present the site is not threatened by any adverse impacts.
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XCL-128

Site Elevation: SW1/4, NE1/4 Probable Site Type:
3120 ft. Section 12 Camp
T16S, R5W
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site lies on an old vegetated beach ridge or ice thrust berm on the
north side of the Agiak Lake inlet creek. The ridge is elevated 2 meters
above the present lake level and lies 7 meters east of the lake shore
and 50 meters north of the creek, The view from.the site is good in all
directions but js 1imited to the local country. Vegetation at the site
includes sedge, moss, lichen, low woody and herbaceous plants, and dwarf
willow. The vegetation is patchy and much of the area is exposed gravel.

The sit cated sult of yisyual inSpecLiﬁzggﬂ th ~face._
Twelve of\cher foynd within an area |2 me! in iizggtecL_J
All but{onle of \the flakds wepe jof bl hert; thHe other was a bapded
brown/g Onp of the-black ¢h Nakes |was Bifacially rgt uched
while t nifacia retouched his culturalmaterial was |
located u vege}:iéd cke t off t ridge, Also presen Jre a
number <ring stze bou rs app frashi compared to t !

lichen covered and slightly more weathered surface of most of the ridge.
While there is no apparent pattern and only moderate clustering of these
cleaner rocks, their presence is suspicious, and does not seem to be due
to natural forces.

There is some modern trash in the area which may relate to these suspicious
rocks. Subsurface testing did not yield any additional cultural material.

This site may have served as a short term camp. Lack of diagnostic
artifacts precludes any temporal or cultural assessment of the site.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low. At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.

XCL-129
Site Elevation: SE1/4, NE1/4 Probable Site Type:
"3130 ft. Section 12 Ivrulik. qenize whned
T16S, R5W — P B
Site Age: Umiat Meridian Probable Cultural
Last 100 years Affiliation: Nunamiut

Eskimo

This site lies adjacent to an ancient beach ridge on the northeast side of an
embayment on the northeast quadrant of Agiak Lake. The site lies in a

low willowy area which is poorly drained. The site area was the location

of a persistant snow bank which refused to melt until the end of June.
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The view from the site is somewhat obscured by higher ground, however,
30.meters away the old beach ridge affords a perfect 360° view of the
arga.

The area is vegetated by sedges, grasses, lichen, moss, low woody and
herbaceous plants and some willow. The site locale is well sheltered
from wind and would be an excellent fall-winter-spring camping location,
but it appears to be too wet for summer use.

The site was located through visual inspection of the surface. 0Une and
possibly two houses were located in this low lying area. They are marked
by conspicuous centrally located, rock lined hearths, and are outlined by

a vegetation anomally having no sedge tussocks inside their perimeters.
Test pits, consisting of simply of turning back sod without excavating,
revealed willow flooring in every test. Caribou bone was also abundant.
Two small trade beads, and a shard of a glass bottle suggest the structures
are recﬁﬁt‘“pEﬁhaps 1 old or 1 The heart
well pres 1th hgrc burned /bgne, and agh i

1]

Some of|the w11 br nches fqund on/ the \flpor are ratherj large, 2-3 cm
diameter, {and ay hav een part o a super \struqtufe. The houses dppear
to be Ivr ks, or Nunamiut Eskimo

s com qﬂy used \by ﬁhe
during thewinter mon

House 1

Test Pit 1: Willow flooring, caribou mandible with teeth.

Test Pit 2: Willow flooring, glass bottle fragment.

Test Pit 3: Willow flooring, large caribou antler.

Test Pit 4: Center of hearth, caribou bone, charcoal, burned bone, ash
fire-cracked rock. T ™

/ , /‘

Test Pit 5: Willow floor, caribou bone, glass chip, one sma]Y blue bead,”
one small wh1te bead, and one banded gray and trbnslucent
yellow chert flake.

Test Pit 6: Willow flooring, caribou bone.

House 2

Test Pit 1: Willow flooring.

Test Pit 2: Willow flooring and caribou bone.

Test Pit 3: Willow flooring and caribou bone.

A black chert flake concentration on the nearby ridge crest may be associated

with the house occupation. There are other possible cultural features

along the beach ridge, including what may be some of H. Alexander's test

pits, although, none contained any artifacts.
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This is one of the most important sites recorded by this survey. The
house remains are well preserved and undisturbed, an all spatial
relationships appear to be intact. The testing method did not disturb

any of the subsurface material. The undisturbed sod mat was rolled back
into place therby returning everything to its original position. The only
materials collected were the two small trade beads in the hope they

might help date at least one occupation of the site.

Evidence suggests the site could provide a good insight into local
Nunamiut l1and use. The bone remains might well contain information
concerning season of occupation, and the houses will undoubtedly provide
data on spatial organization.

This site should be either excavated or protected. At present there o
seems to be no natural disturbance with the exception of a caribou trail
that runs by severa] meters east of House 2 The houses lie near the

beach ri s—and t ite—may
possibly es[in—t;gs a The—J
site sh fodficglly i tp\make surle there is no digturbance
of this _ 1 is Togatied\30 meters to Jthe south of the

site on
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XCL-129 (continued)
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XCL-129 (continued)
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KIR-041

Site Elevation: NE1/4, SW1/4 Probable Site Type:
3165 ft. Section 18 Shooting Pit/Inuksuk
T31N, R26E
Site Age: Kateel River Meridian Probable Cultural
Last 100 years Affiliation: Nunamiut
Eskimo

The site lies near the bottom of the steep rocky talus on the south side of
the mountain to the west-northwest of Agiak Lake. The site is located

in a boulder field that sticks out from the side of the slope. The

view from the site is superb across the entire valley east and south,
although, the north end of Agiak Lake is obscured by the slope of the

mountain,
Vegetat itg conststs of moss ichen, sedges—tHgw wgady~aﬂGWj]
herbace 4 dgwarf wll low. e are gqcattered-rocky-areas—
which a o ! |
The sit as [the\rebult £ e redonfaissance and fndludes
at leas nstructied|shog and |a gache above a shqgrt

ne cairns paraHel t e slope, and

row of
four shooting pits are arranged vertically, three near one another while
the fourth is 50 meters upslope. The cache is a 3-sided box constructed
of stone slabs and is 7 meters downslope from the isolated shooting pit. .

The row of cairns, not more than 5 or 6, runs along the contour of the
slope for 150 meters.

Cultural evidence suggests the site was utilized by Nunamiut Eskimos
sometime during the last 100 years.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low. At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.

KIR-042
Site Elevation: SW1/4, SW1/4 Probable Site Type:
3200 ft. Section 18 ' Hunting Blind/Shelter
T31N, R26E
Site Age: Kateel River Meridian Probable Cultural
Last 100 years Affiliation: Nunamiut

Eskimo

From the low heights of land at the south end of Agiak Lake there is

one large knoll visible in the pass over to Agiak Creek. This site is on
the southwest and west-southwest facing side of this knoll near the
summit. The view from the site encompasses most of the surrounding local
country.
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Vegetation at the site is a thin, broken cover of moss, lichen, sedge,
and low woody and herbaceous plants. Boulder fields and rock stripes
caver much of the site surface.

On the southwest facing aspect of the knoll is an L-shaped stone shelter.
Because it "backs into" the slope it probably isn't a hunting blind.
Animals moving southwest through the pass would have to emerge

suddenly over the very top of the knoll for this rock wall to have provided
any cover, The shelter is open to the south and west, and looks out

across the broad valley of the pass.

A large natural boulder makes up much of the corner of the shelter and
additional rocks are piled on it and to its south and west to create a
fairly substantial rock wall that fits into the slope.

The second part of this site is a circular shooting pit in the talus

northeast—of~the shel The pjt—i- he Cﬁ#@hweiﬁ;]
Qf the kino] ar\the top., The shootipg-pitlove Ks
brbad |area of) the pas lzﬁin cari out?bng bone fﬁgFant

ter.

jut\ Esk m4; sometime in kb last

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low. At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.

KIR-043
Site Elevation: SE1/4, NE1/4 Probable Site Type:
2940 ft, Section 25 Lookout
T31IN, R25E
Site Age: Kateel River Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site lies on a prominent, well-drained ridge on the west side of
Agiak Creek, about 2.5 kilometers downstream from Agiak Lake. The ridge
upon which the site is situated is probably formed of bedrock although
it is capped with a veneer of till. The creek is forced eastward around
this geologic feature. The ridge and its immediate vicinity is quite
hummocky. Below the ridge to the east is a willow-covered terrace that
would provide good fuel and winter camping resources. The view from the
ridge is excellent and encompasses the entire valley. The ridge is
vegetated with lichen, dwarf willow and moss, scattered grass and a few
low woody and herbaceous platns.

The site was located through visual.recdnnaissance of the surface and

consists of several scatters of chert waste flakes on a small knoll near
the northern end of the ridge. Three separate flake scatters occur within
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a 10 meter? area. Two of the scatters consist of black chert flakes and
the other is comprised of gray chert. All flake scatters consist of 20 or
more surface flakes. No subsurface testing was undertaken.

The flake scatters probably represent a lookout/flaking station but the
site may well have been a habitatjon location also. The excellent camping
locations are afforded by the creek terrace, and the presence of a tall
species of willow provides a source of both fuel and structural materials.

The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes any temporal or cultural
assessment of the site. However, the homogenious nature of the flake
scatters suggests more than one occupational event occurred at the site.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low. At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.

(TN
= 1L _
1

Site Eleva : Probable Site Type:

2970 Ft—" L | Lookout

: T31N, R25W

Site Age: Kateel River Meridian Probable Cultural

Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site is located on the eastern side of a high, flat glacial feature
which abutts the valley wall. Agiak Creek lies about 100 meters to the
west while Agiak Lake lies more than 3 kilometers to the east. The site
provides a fine view of the Agiak Creek Valley to the south and west
encompassing the surrounding ridges and knolls as well as the southern
end of Agiak Lake to the northwest.

The flat area east of Agiak Creek narrows to the east and becomes a ridge
bordering a creek which flows from a cirque east of the site. The site is
located on a flat area that marks a small break in the upward slope of

the ridge. The site is sparsely vegetated with lichens and heaths.
Between 60 and 80 meters northwest of the site are several caribou trails
that cut across the ridge from north to south.

The site consists of a scatter of 27 black chert flakes, and a possible
flake core fragment of black chert. Flakes were found lying on the
surface and protruding from the ground. A single black chert flake was
found 170 meters northwest of the site, on the surface, on the south edge
of the flat area.

The site's location and cultural material suggest it served as a lookout/flaking
station. The proximity of caribou trails may also indicate its use as a

hunting lookout. It is located on the south side of the ridge and might

have been used to view animals to the south, or to ambush animals moving

over the ridge from the north.
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The lack of diagnostic artifacts makes the cultural affiliation or age
of the site impossible to determine.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low. At
present the site does not appear to by threatened by any adverse impacts.

KIR-045
Site Elevation: NWl/4, SE1/4 Probabie Site Type:
3000 ft. Section 35 Lookout
T31N, R25E
Site Age: Kateel River Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

On the wes i aﬁ:fzjek there/is an long Farrﬂy h re—eeﬁt-
shaped moraine run on i z?&f theast Ag1ak Creek|
h

Agiak Lgke lies| rgughly 5.5 Jometers /to\ the no eas This 'site Jis
on a pr Y 20) me e s abpve the creek on\the [so theast end of |th
moraine “viéw fr om the\E} e 1 od akd \enc p sses all of tTS ocal
country. -

Vegetation at the site consists of lichen, moss, and sedge. There are
areas .of exposed mineral soil and rock and active erosion is occurring on
the steep northeast slope.

The site was Tocated through visual inspection of the surface when four
black chert flakes were found in the back dirt of a ground squirrel
burrow. Additional surface reconnaissance revealed ten more flakes of the
same material and a unifacial knife. A 20 cm? test pit was excavated to

a depth of 10 cm. near the ground squirrel burrow and yielded one black
chert waste flake. Most of the cultural material was found on the east
end of the moraine.

Cultural evidence and location suggest that the site served as a lookout.
The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes cultural or temporal assessment
-of the site.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appears
lTow. At present erosion is acting upon the site.
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KIR-046

Sife Elevation: NE1/4, NW1/4 Probablie Site Type:

2800 ft. Section 14 Shooting Pit
T31N, R25E
Site Age: Kateel River Meridian Probable Cultural
Last 200 years Affiliation: Nunamiut
Eskimo

This site lies on the southeast side of the large knoll, about 50 feet above
Agiagiak Creek. The Continental Divide lies slightly more than 2 kilometers
to the south while Agiak Lake lies a bit less than 5 kilometers to the east.

The site was located as a result of surface reconnaissance and consists of
a shooting pit. The pit lies on a rocky outcrop above Agiagiak Creek
which provides an excellent view down into the creek valley, and is

perfectiy sui for pbservimg animals/moyving algqng theTneek ftothe"
south of the kpoN. [Thée onﬁz egetatfo itg—is—the 1 S [
which cpvgr the rocks) and ot tom/of, i g.pinjwhich is|cgvered
’———~ : .
oy i

by sphagnym moss. S
[

O the west is
ing pit. No other

The shobting pit is t 2 ;}ers
a natural pit which may have dlso
cultural material was found in the area.

This is another un-dated shooting pit in the Agiak Lake vicinity. Clearly
it was used for caribou hunting, probably with firearms, but little else
can be said about it.

Site significnace is of a local nature and research potential is low. At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.

KIR-047
Site Elevation: NE1/4, NW1/4 Probable Site Type:
2800 ft. Section 14 Camp/Lookout
T31N, R25E
Site Age: Kateel River Meridian Probable Cultural
Last 100 years Affiliation: Nunamiut

Eskjmo

This site lies on the south flank of the prominent knoll 15 meters above
Agiagiak Creek. KIR-046 lies slightly more than 100 meters to the west

on the same knoll. The site overlooks the creek and provides an excellent
view of the surrounding local country.

The site is vegetated with low dwarf heaths and sedge, with some dwarf
birch growing over several of the tent ring stones.
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The site, a tent ring, lies on a small terrace on the south flank of the
knoll. It is somewhat unusual for a tent ring to be so elevated, when
excellent locations are available on the valley floor. The tent ring is
about 3 meters wide and 3 meters long and is oval in shape with one flat
side. A careful search under the rocks, and a small test pit in the
center revealed no cultural material at all.

The tent ring is of unknown age, but its outline suggests it may be the
result of the use of a commercially manufactured wall tent. The tent
ring may or may not be contemporaneous with the shooting pit at nearby
KIR"O4‘6.

The site probablyAserved both as a camp and a lookout. Evidence suggests
the site was utilized by Nunamiut Eskimo during the last 100 years.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low. At

present"tné“sftg doesymot—appear to be eateneCB{akiﬂmy—jdverse—impaetﬁ.

D\ L[ A -
— N KIK-048- ] | ‘
D - ﬂﬂ,l T L s srebton

Site EI :
2800 ft. Section 14 Lookout
’ T31IN, R25W
Site Age: Kateel River Meridian Probable Cultural
Unknown Affiliation: Unknown

This site lies on a broad, flat area on top of the same knoll where KIR-047
and 046 are located. The flat portion of the knoll top is about 50 meters?
in size and is very sparsely vegetated with low woody and herbaceous
plants, dwarf willow and some grass. The knoll provides a 360° view of

the creek valley.. The bluffs on Okokmilaga River and nearby knolls are
visible on the west while to the east the Continental Divide and the

large aufies area beyond is visible.

The site was located as the result of surface reconnaissance. Black

chert flakes are scattered across the top of the knoll. Several areas

have concentrations of these flakes. More than 20 black chert flakes

lie in a 2 meter? area 26 meters west of a high grassy bump on the

south side of the knoll top. Some of these flakes may have been retouched.
A second, more diffuse concentration of black chert flakes lies between

28 and 38 meters north-northeast of the first concentration. Some of
these flakes may also have been retouched. No subsurface testing was
undertaken,

The site is appears to be a lookout/flaking station. The lack of diagnostic
cultural material makes age and cultural assessment impossible. The

lookout may have functioned in conjuction with the shooting pit at KIR-

046, but their contemporanity is not demonstratable.

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low. At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts.
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