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The Gates of the Arctic Cultural Resources Inventory Project was originall y
designed to cover a span of five years . The first year of the project ,
1983, was primarily funded by the Alaska Regional Office (ARO), whil e
the following four years were to be funded out of the Service wide cultura l
resources program . Midway through 1984 a decision was made by the Alask a
Region to cut continued funding for the Gates of the Arctic project du e
to overall reductions in cultural funding and the need to begin othe r
priority projects . Thus the project was suspended two years before it s
planned completion .

Because of the Federal Government ' s fiscal organization, it is alway s
difficult to complete a research project prior to the end of the fisca l
year, if the project requires a long summer field season . For example :
if you leave the—ft l d in - TateAii st, hav ng spent 3 - -rrrolltPs t 1 left- r'r g
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On a mul ~- ea p ojec , speciElly one in wh1c h
the primary purpose is to collect as mach' data as-'poss-itle, monies t o
run the project are available year round due to continued funding . I n
other words the data work-up for field season 1983 is paid for out o f
FY84 funds, and so on . However, a problem arises even when a long ter m
project ends if no provision is made for the final work-up of the dat a
and subsequent report of the last season's fieldwork .

Prior to the last field season (1985) a decision was jointly made by th e
project director, the park superintendent and the management assistant t o
continue, in this last field season, in the mode of intensive data collectio n
which had been the project ' s rnodus operandi in the two previous years .
This meant there would be little time or money to complete the projec t
prior to the fiscal year's end . Additionally, because of the extremel y
large quantity of data generated by the 1984 fieldwork the 1984 final repor t
had not been completed prior to the beginning of the 1985 field season .

It was the hope of the park superintendent that additional funding coul d
be found to cover the project's orderly completion through the first tw o
quarters of FY86 . This would allow the completion of final reports o f
both the 1984 and 1985 season . Unfortunately, further cuts in availabl e
cultural resources funding and commitments to other priority project s
made a requested contribution of funds on a 50/50 basis by the Alask a
Regional Office not possible .

The park superintendent, management assistant, and chief ranger deeme d
the project to be of a high enough level of importance to fund it s
completion totally out of park funds .



This decision meant tightening the park's belt in other areas, a mov e
which the entire park staff advocated and supported . Everyone associate d
with Gates of the Arctic was behind this project all the way ; that's why
it worked .

The result was the generation of a large body of useful informatio n
including : 1340 typewritten pages covering 570 archeological sites an d
more than 30 historic sites/complexes, as well as a 500 page historica l
narrative which will be the most comprehensive history of Central Arcti c
Alaska for decades to come, and a number of NABS drawings of selecte d
historic structures .

The following three people, Dick Ring, Superintendent, Jim Pepper, Management
Assistant, and Bruce Collins, Chief Ranger, along with the rest of th e
Gates of the Arctic staff, may not have done much of the actual projec t
related work, but their support, commitment and sacrafices made it happen .
These folks have m
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FOREWORD/FOREWARNE D

This document is a draft copy of the final report of Phase III of a
planned five phase cultural resources inventory which is being conducte d
within Gates of the Arctic National Park and Preserve . Due to budge t
reallocations, Phase IV and V will be delayed an unknown length of time .

If you are so inclined, you may send us any comments you might hav e
concerning the report's content, substance, structure, format, an d
research methodology . Keep in mind that the report is, in the trues t
sense of the word, a draft document and is fraught with an adequat e
supply of typographical errors, awkwared sentence structure, etc .

The completion of this project has been delayed and time and budge t
probably will not allow a rewrite of this document . Of greatest importanc e
is the information and its desemination . Therefore, please accept thi s
data in its present orm, jit 	 sprobably U.)? ohly form it
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specific policies o the atona
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he -esearch design fo r
this project is specific to Gates of the Arctic `-N tio'r 1 Park and Prenrd e
and was developed solely by project personnel .



PREFACE

Phase III of a planned five phase Cultural Resources Inventory withi n
Gates of the Arctic National Park and Preserve was carried out during th e
summer of 1985 . This project supports General Management Planning mandate d
by the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act (PS-96-487) an d
complies with requirements of Executive Order 11593 and the Nationa l
Historic Preservation Act .

Archeological work was carried out by a team or 4 to 8 National par k
Service archeologists and a North Slope Borough ethnohistorian/archeologis t
during the months of June, July, and August . Archeologists on the crew included :

Jack Cam,Ppbel 1
Matt Gariley
Jake "Fluffy"cill~arx
Mike Kun z
Pete Ph ppen
Rick Reaniler
Grant Spearman, .
Tyler Johnso n

The fieldwork was carried out on the John River, Helpmejack Hills/Lakes ,
Lake Kipmik/Amitchiak, Agiak/Chandler Lake, and the Anaktuvuk Pass area .

Limited historical field work was carried out by a National Park Servic e
historian and a historical architect .

Bill Brown

	

National Park Service, AR O
Jim Creech

	

Georgia Institutue of Technolog y

Historical fieldwork was conducted in the Wild Lake area, and Chandler Lak e
area .

The purpose of this fieldwork was to locate, identify, define, enumerate ,
and document historic and prehistoric cultural sites .

The archeological work was accomplished through a reconnaissance level ,
pedestrian, surface survey . This type of survey is non-destructive i n
the sense that no formal excavation of sites is undertaken . All sites
were marked with a site tag and assigned State of Alaska Heritage Resourc e
Survey numbers .

Historical work centered on known, extant, site complexes although som e
survey work was undertaken . Photographic and structural documentatio n
was carried out at selected, representative structures .
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RESEARCH DESIG N

For

PHASE II I

Basic Inventory and Evaluation of Cultural Resource s

I n

Gates of the Arctic National Park and Preserv e

Statement of Justification and Project Necessity :

TOnai P rk and P es rve was e—t l hed i on-Decembe r
Of

	

Alaska a i nal Inter st Lards Cons.erva.ti_d n
7 ._ ~

Section 3C1 of,1t

	

At requ re the prepa a ion of eneral Managemer t
Plans for a1TCo ervation Unit cr at Ub t e Act )y December 2, 1 185 .
This project nas and wil con ' ue

	

provi

	

some--of the basic data

,
concerning cultural resources for that management plan .

This inventory is also required in order to initiate compliance wit h
Executive Order 11593 and with provisions of the National Histori c
Preservation Act, as codified in NPS-28 .

One of the management objectives in the Statement for Management fo r
Gates of the Arctic National Park and Preserve is to " . . .developmen t
and implement a Cultural Resources Management Plan which assures the
identification, study, and preservation of all known historic an d
prehistoric sites and structures" . This project is a necessary ste p
in achieving that objective .

Project Orientation - Constraints and Objectives :

Prehistori c

For the purposes of investigation, as outlined in the Task Directive, th e
park has been divided into specific geographic sections . The area
contained in these sections and the order or sequence of their examinatio n
is based primarliy upon logistics concerns and an orderly progression o f
the project toward completion .

Phase III is an attempt to meld the work of the past two years, with thi s
year ' s work, into a cohesive body of data that incorporates the variou s
parts as well as can be expected . The summer of 1985 is the last year o f
a project that was originally structured to continue through the 198 7
field season . The reappropriation of funds originally slated for this project

Gates of the Ar is Na
2 , 1980, by the p sa g
Act (ANI CA), PL 9 -48

- 1 -



has made it necessary to reorganize the operations of the 1985 field seaso n
so that the past work is brought together in "good coverage" over a
sizable chunk of the park .

The work on the John River ties in well with the work done in the easter n
sector of the park along the North Fork Koyukuk, Ernie Creek, and th e
Glacier River . The John River work also ties together the work done i n
1983 on the Upper Kobuk River with that done in the Koyukuk drainage an d
will provide past subsistence and land use data at a time when critica l
and crucial decisions must be made .

The Helpmejack Hills/Lake work collects data from the eastern side of th e
"Alatna Portage" to tie in with the work done in the western portion o f
the portage in 1983 .

Finally	 the Lake Kipmik/Lake Amitchiak work was done to confirm sit e
stability at se ral sites-To ted by . rving in the 1960's and C . fla}. l
in the 970'
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a quic ~o• -see at Ba
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ces—i

lems havebee anc

1. Within the various study areas were there preferences by prehistori c
peoples for site location based on geomorphology ?

2. Is seasonal occupation reflected in site location ?

3. Are there varying levels of population density through time i n
the area? Reconnaissance level survey data could be used t o
determine this only on a general level through artifact typolog y
and/or cultural affiliation ; however, useful insights may be gained .

4. The geographic section of the park to be investigated, in part ,
traverses an area of common exploitation by both Indians an d
Eskimos (Gubser, 1965 ; A . Clark, 1974 ; Hall, 1974 ; Kunz, 1976 ;
and others) . Use of the area by, or at least distinction between ,
Eskimo and Indian sites may be possible from data collecte d
through this fieldwork ; again this information would be applicabl e
only on a general level .

5. Basic information concerning area site density and populatio n
distribution will be obtained .

6. Is past regional subsistence potential, through time, indicate d
by site density and/or the occurrence of multi-component sites ?
This may be determined on a general level by the types (function )
of sites located in specific ecological zones .

al /are
fieldwork	 as fgYl ows :
A numbe w 11 be address d by the
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The region to be examined is a remote wilderness area containing a Wil d

River ; the John River . The designation of this river as "Wild" ha s
precipitated an increase in area recreational use and therefore a possibl e
increased impact on area cultural resources .

Obviously, the entire 600 square miles of the Phase III study area cannot
be examined given reasonable time and budget limitations . Therefore, th e
primary locales to be examined within the study areas will be thos e
where past experience in the region has shown archeological sites ar e
most likely to occur . In other words, large low-lying wet areas o r
exceedingly steep or rugged terrain, will not be of primary interest t o
this survey . Areas possessing the proper "investigation criteria" wil l
be determined through the use of topographic maps and aerial photograph s
as well as pre-fieldwork aerial reconnaissance and information from
previous archeological, anthropological, historical, and exploratio n
activiti
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This is, in part, dule_it o
the fact that past cultural events occurred prior to the establishmen t
of and without concern for modern-day land ownership boundaries . An
overview of past human activities within the park cannot be obtaine d
without investigating lands adjacent to the park boundaries . This i s
especially true of historic period activities as the focus of much o f
this type of activity is centered in the area abutting the park's easter n
and southeastern boundary . In addition, if particular geomorphic features ,
such as ridge lines or river valleys, are being examined and these feature s
transcend park boundaries, where practical, those portions of the feature s
lying outside the boundaries will also be examined .

Histori c

It is highly unlikely that any major historic sites will be found othe r
than those that are already known to exist . Historic survey will b e
very limited and conducted in a single area which was ancillary to th e
major historic complexes to the east . The discovery of any heretofore
unknown historic sites will add new information to the existing dat a
base for the region and may help to clarify the function of and/or us e
aspects of these sites which are satellites of the more densely populate d
localities . Additionally ethnohistoric work will be conducted for a tw o
week period in the Anaktuvuk Pass area .

Area of Investigatio n

The area to be investigated during Phase III of the project is somewha t
scattered and includes the John River from Till Creek south to Mckinle y
Creek in the central portion of the park ; the Helpmejack Hills/Lake are a
which lies just outside the southcentral boundary of the park ; the Lak e
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Kipmik/Lake Amitchiak area in the extreme northwest corner of the park ;
and the Chandler Lake/Agiak Lake basin in the north central portion o f
the park .

The primary historic reconnaissance area, Wild Lake, lies just outsid e
the park's southeastern boundary . Ethnohistoric work will be conducted
in the Anaktuvuk Pass and Chandler Lake areas .

Of the various areas to be examined, about half lie south of the Continenta l
Divide and half lie at or north of the divide . The basic regional geomorphology
south of the divide is comprised of hills and mountains to elevations o f
7500 feet which, for the most part, are separated into distinct units by
creek and river drainages . River and creek valleys are relatively constricte d
in the northern portion of the area but become broader and contain numerou s
small lakes and ponds in the south . Ground cover below 2500 feet elevatio n
is predominately spruce (some birch and poplar) forest with typica l
attendant pl-a

	

ommunitim [-.__

_
Those area whi h ie north 4 he Co i n al Dividasupport no for s t
vegetatian gro nd cover `benz

	

typifi-d •

	

1pine tundra; wet tundha an d
wet sedge eado p ant commit ities . T - •aj rity of —the Study are Pas bee n
glaciated

	

a ecent past an st .gn :

	

ce glacial features, such Ia s
kames, kame terraces, me-raine , esk- , and

	

ttlLhakes are commola,_J

Methodology

Prehistori c

A reconnaissance level survey is, in terms of application for this project ,
a sample oriented field inventory designed to locate and record, fro m
surface and exposed profile indications, all cultural resource site s
within a portion of a defined area in a manner which will allow an objectiv e
estimate of the nature and distribution of cultural resources in th e
entire defined area .

This reconnaissance level survey will implement logistic methods (pedestrian ,
raft, and fixed and rotor wing aircraft) proven to be efficient i n
primitive and remote areas of Alaska and will be carried out by qualified
(NPS standards) archeological personnel . A team of four to six archeologist s
will spend approximately thirteen weeks in the field during the course o f
this survey .

As is always the case, time and budget constraints may place som e
limitations on specific aspects of this project, but will not affect th e
basic research design or operational plan .

The primary objective of this survey is to locate and recored as man y
prehistoric sites as possible in the study area . Therefore, judgmenta l
sampling will be the strategy employed to locate archeological sites .
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Archeological sites will be sought in locations where past work in simila r
physiographic locales have shown the majority of sites to occur . Area
archeological expertise and judgment are the backbone of this type o f
sampling strategy . Sampling of this type will not examine the entir e
spectrum of land forms in the study area equally . Much more time will b e
spent surveying in areas of high archeological potential than in areas o f
low archeological potential . This means that the sites which occur i n
areas of low archeological potential are, statistically, less likely to b e
found .

Recognizing this sampling bias and taking it into consideration the
information obtained from the survey will be useful from a genera l
management and planning point of view . A general pattern of site densit y
and distribution in the more easily traversed and ecologically attractiv e
portions of the study area will be generated . These areas are of primary
concern in terms of management and planning for the park as they are th e
locations most 'kely to

	

acted t ••gh recreational use . -Additionally ,
the survey -d—area shoul

	

er to suf i i nt` data to-ma-keJ some   reasonab_ e
assumption con er ing the preh stori

	

a•itants of the region .

Due to the fact t at E good o ion •f

	

s udy red is forested an d
supports rela iv y dense gr un co e , murk •f t e actual surveyin g
will be bran opporturris .ic n

	

re . In oth6r-Awor s, areas which ace_
free or relatively free of vegetative cover will receive the majority o f
attention . Fortunately, areas of this type, located on a wide range o f
geomorphological features, are not uncommon .

Investigation of several geomorphological/ecological zones will be th e
basis for stratification of the sampling universe . Zones of this type
often contian criteria of varying levels of importance in relation t o
the number and type of site occurrences . Critera of this type woul d
include land forms such as terraces, glacial (stagnant ice) features ,
drainage confluences, knolls, ridges, and hills . More general criteri a
would include local drainge conditions, elevation, exposure, view an d
proximaty to potable water . Use of these criteria assumes there ha s
been little more than general change to the geomorphological/ecologica l
zones for the majority of the period of possible human use of the region .
In general terms this means that a locale which appears to possess th e
criteria of a good camping or hunting location or a good travel route toda y
would have appeared similarly inviting to people during the last eigh t
or nine millennia . Sites such as Onion Portage, Mosquito Lake, and th e
Gallagher Flint Station tend to support this assumption (Anderson, 1968 ;
Kunz, 1977 ; Dixon, 1971) .

A site for the purposes of this survey, will be considered any locatio n
of past human activity which is represented by the remains of thei r
material culture (Davis et al, 1981) . Essentially this means that the
location of a single flake, cairn, or tent peg can and will be considere d
a site and undergo the same documentation procedures as would a large r
more complex manifestation .
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Additionally, criteria had to be set up to determine the boundaries of a
site, i .e . where a given site begins and ends . A arbitrary distance o f
100 meters was chosen . In other words, if 100 meters or more of culturall y
sterile ground separated two surface lithic scatters, then they ar e
considered separate sites . Less than 100 meters separation and the lithi c
scatters are considered localites of the same site . The rule can b e
obviated if lithic scatteres are less than 100 meters apart but ar e
separated by an abrupt change in the topography such as a creek, river ,
gully, or glacial feature . Such a decision is judgmental on the part o f
the investigator .

The methodology for the actual survey work will vary with the loca l
conditions . For example, in forested areas or areas of dense groun d
cover, on the ground survey methods will vary from those used in les s
vegetated or barren locations . Each crew member will carry air photos
and maps applicable to the area being worked so they can easily locat e
themsel vTt and
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The survey, by defination, is a surface survey, however, some subsurfac e
testing will be carried out . Subsurface testing in the form of smal l
(approximately 15cm 2 ) test pits will be used, as the situation warrents ,
to determine site limits or to determine, in likely locations, if a sit e
is present . Where warrented, small test excavations will be a judiciousl y
employed methodological tool and will be kept to a minimum

Artifacts, unless excavated, will not be collected . Formal artifacts whe n
encountered on surface will be photographed or drawn, measured, described
in the field notes, and otherwise recorded . Artifacts will be located o n
site either by means of triangulation from a baseline extended in a
cardinal direction from a datum point, or by direction in degrees and
distance from a datum point . The datum point will be designated by a ten
inch spike driven into the ground on the site . A metal identificatio n
tag bearing the site number, date of discovery, land ownership status ,
and other information will be affixed to the spike . The site number s
will be obtained from the State of Alaska's Heritage Resource Survey .
All sites will be located on USGS topographic maps (largest scale available )
and 1 :65,000 color infrared aerial photographs . Formal cataloging
of excavated artifacts and preparation of a final report will be undertake n
immediately upon returning from the field .

A preliminary or general overview report dealing with the field season' s
activities and accomplishments, including a general review of the gathere d
data will be completed by September 30, 1985 . The final report for Phase II I
will be completed by April 18, 1986 . The final report will contain : map s
and photographs of the areas surveyed showing site locations ; individua l
site reports of a descriptive and analytical nature ; artifact photographs ,
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drawings, and descriptions ; and discussion of the sampling strategy i f
it differs to a great degree from that outlined in the research design ;
an assessment and discussion of the degree to which the research problem s
or aims were addressed/answered by the field work ; and general recommen-
dations for the management of the identified cultural resources .

At the end of each site report is a very brief statement of sit e
significance . This statement is made for the benefit of the land manage r
so that judgments concerning the necessity of mitigative action regardin g
an impacted archeological site can be made . This statement of significanc e
should not be considered acceptable for use in submitting nominations fo r
the National Register -of Historic Places as in no case has sufficien t
site data necessary for nomination been obtained .

Histori c

A short field tN will be mad to the

	

Lake area-by--t*e pr~ee 	 7

historian and

	

s ssistan 1T

	

docu e to ion of s

	

a1-hist~eri mfi+~i g
operations w i l l a undertlakea :

	

o do t h lake tr ut population wil l
be sampled .

For a two weeec pe i od during ~Ju y,

	

t,GO ma

	

eam wi 1 engage in e ,hnoh i stori c
documentation of the last tract iondl 'carib

	

unt- no firearms used-}
undertaken by the Nunamiut Eskimo of the Chandler Lake area . This wil l
be done through interviews with surviving hunt participants and on-site visits .

During the summer an historical architect will continue to work on th e
measured drawings for which the NABS field crew gathered data during 1984 .
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INTRODUCTION

The Study Are a

Physiography

The study area for the Phase III portion of the project is much mor e
diverse than in past years and therefore the physiography is more variable .
However, there are some common factors among the various areas .

While some of the area is north of the Continental Divde and some i s
south, all of it lies north of the Arctic Circle . None of the study
areas lie more than 50 miles north or south of the crest of the Brook s
Range . Climateologically the Brooks Range divides northern Alaska int o
two zones, Interior Basin or Continental on the south, and Arctic on th e
north .

	

• .' the ST pe-s—o the rant- 11 port :ox s oLtbe s .udy_area __ ,
can be cons '

	

e• transi

	

1 etween the two cl'matic 	 zones nd as suet
share a similar cl mate .

	

n
In general , the s dy area e du es 1 •ng, iterly cold wi)ters wher e
temperatures- ay eacr -0°

	

a d s or , tr illian summers where temperature s
may reach 9°—1. Winds an b aria y str• • de riding upon terra" .,, and
precipitation is generally light averaging about 15 inches annually, mos t
of which falls as rain during the summer .

The John River heads at an altitude of slightly more than 2000 feet abou t
1 .5 miles south of the village of Anaktuvuk Pass . The river is formed b y
the confluence of Contact Creek and Inukpasugruk Creek and flows sout h
125 miles where it joins the Koyukuk River 1 mile northeast of the tow n
of Bettles . The study area begins at Till Creek, 16 miles south of th e
river ' s beginning and continues south, down the river valley, for a
distance of 45 miles to the mouth of McKinley Creek . This 45 mile stretc h
of river is bordered by 4000-5000 foot mountains which display the effect s
of recent glaciation . The first 20 miles of the valley are treeless ,
then spruce and poplar begin to appear on the valley floor about 5 mile s
south of Till Creek and begin to climb the mountain flanks 6 miles furthe r
south . From the confluence of the Hunt Fork, south, mixed forest condition s
prevail below 2000 feet . By the time the river leaves the study area it s
elevation has dropped to less than 1000 feet .

The Helpme,ack Hills are a range of 3500 ft . hills 28, miles long (east -
west) and 13 miles wide (north-south) . The hills are bounded on th e
north by Helpmejack and Kichaiakka Creeks, on the east by the Alatn a
River, and on the west by the Kobuk River . To the south of the easter n
portion of the hills lies the Helpmejack Lakes . This area is one of chaoti c
glacial topography which is manteled by a robust forest that is comprise d
primarily of spruce with some scattered birch and poplar . Wildfires ar e
common in this area .
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Lake Kipmik/Lake Amitchiak are twin lakes located 67° 57' north latitude ,
156° 09' west longitude . The lakes lie at an elevation of about 250 0
feet, are 2 and 2 .5 miles long respectively, and eventually drain int o
the Noatak River . The lakes are surrounded by 4000-5000 foot mountain s
and are located well beyond both altitudinal and latitudinal treeline .
The Midas Creek Valley lies several miles to the east of the lakes whil e
the Noatak River flows westward 8 miles to the south . Both lakes contai n
excellent fish reosurces .

The Agiak Lake/Amiloyak Lake/Chandler Lake Vjlley lies at 68° 15' nort h
latitude and 152° 50 west longitude and straddles the Continental Divid e
in the northern Endicott Mountains . The valley, at an altitude of 300 0
feet, is steeply hemmed in by mountains ranging between 7000-5000 fee t
some of which contain small cirque glaciers . The largest of the valley
lakes is Chandler which is five miles in length . Agiak Lake is the onl y
one of the three lakes which lies south of the Continental Divide . Th e
Chandler	 River eads i-4-.Am layak Lake a

	

flows north through Chandle r
Lake, Li-Ale C.la le r _a

	

n Round ake before be i nni nc i t$ 125 mile]
journey .o the of i l l ? Fiver

	

The gee 1 area is rugged and qufc
e rocky and supports typical--n a veg t t o . Agiak ll Lakc l by a ci ^cLitou s

route, drains i2to/the Hunt- o

	

of he

	

n River .

Geology :	 Bedroc k

The Brooks Range is the northernmost extension of the Rocky Mountains .
Lithologically it consists of a complex series of east-west trendin g
belts of metamorphic, sedimentary, and igneous rocks . The sedimentary
rocks of Paleozoic and Mesozoic age are folded, faulted, and locall y
metamorphosed . Limestone, graywacke, chert, shale, and schist are commo n
rock types . Dark intrusive rocks of the Jurassic-Cretaceous period a s
well as other intrusive bodies of granite and diorite exist in the rang e
(Black, 1969) . Most of these lithologies are found in or near the survey
areas, and contribute to the complex substrate that has conditioned th e
present physiography and surficial geology .

Geology :	 Glacia l

The surficial geology of the survey area is dominated by glacial deposit s
of Pleistocene age . Hamilton (1982) has recently revised the chronology
and nomenclature of the glacial record of the South-central Brooks Rang e
based on detailed stratigraphic work supported by radiocarbon dates . The
oldest mappable glacial drift in the region is that of the Kobuk Glaciation ,
named by Fernald (1964 ; Hamilton and Porter, 1975), its distribution an d
age are poorly known . Drift limits of the Kobuk Glaciation extend wel l
beyond the southern edge of the survey area (Hamilton, 1982, writte n
communication, 1984), and are not yet mapped in detail in this vicinity .
The Kobuk Drift typically consists of older and younger sub-units though t
to be respectively correlative with the Sagavanirktok and Anaktuvu k
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glaciations of the northern side of the Brooks Range (Hamilton and Porter ,
1975), the older of which (Anaktuvuk) is now thought to possibly b e
early pleistocene in age (Hamilton and Hopkins, 1982) .

The Itkillik glaciation (Hamilton, 1982) formed extensive piedmont lobe s
in the survey areas which were fed by ice streams flowing down the majo r
stream valleys including the John, Chandler, Alatna, and Noatak Rivers .
The age of the Itkillik glaciation is beyond the range of conventia l
radiocarbon dating (>50,000 years), but is believed to correlate wit h
early Wisconsin glaciation (Hamilton and Hopkins, 1982) .

The Walker Lake glaciation (Hamilton, 1982) is best represented, in th e
1985 survey area, by morainal topography in the vicinity of the Helpmejac k
Hills and Lakes . These glaciers also formed piedmont lobes that splaye d
out onto the lowlands at the valley mouths, but were much less extensiv e
than those of the Itkillik glaciation, stopping just at the range front .
The Walker Lake.,glaci at-i --i-s-now well

	

ed in tl).e_S.auth-central Brook s
Range (Ham-1-ton,, 982) . -A-- r1 d of r .pid alluviEtion 	 in an o~twas h
train traceable\to the outer alker L . e o aine at Talker Lake indicate s
a time of naximum ce advarr e<between pr , ass 24,500 and 2,5U0 yea r
ago (Hamil on 1 82

	

fig

	

ubse~~u - 'o ncutting

	

followed by
constructidn of'a/lower outw sh tra i n psso  is ed wits the inner Walke r
Lake more -i-n. ---Tt1 s moraine is	 n t	 rctly

	

ied, but dated deposits )
downriver indicate alluviation continued until sometime after 17,70 0
years ago (Hamilton, 1982, Schweger, 1976) . A basal radiocarbon dat e
from Ruppert Lake, . a kettle lake at the contact between the inner an d
outer Walker Lake moraines, indicates the area was ice-free by 13,20 0
years ago (Brubaker et al, 1983 : Table 2) . Thus the Walker Lake glaciatio n
spans a period between about 24,500 and 17,500 years ago, during whic h
there were at least two ice advances . Holocene glaciation has bee n
confined to high altitude cirques that support modern glaciers in th e
northern portion of the study areas .

These three major Pleistocene glaciations have left extensive drift sheet s
in the survey areas, and have formed numerous topographic features tha t
have archeolocical resources associated with them . These features are
generally well-drained and their topography offers unique vantage point s
from which to survey the surrounding terrain . Archeological sites are
also associated with well-drained alluvial terraces and with ancien t
beach deposits surrounding many of the glacially formed lakes .

Soil s

The soils of the survey area have not been mapped in any detail, o_yl y
reconnaissance level information is available (Rieger et al . 1979) . Due
to the young age of most of the surfaces in the study areas, and the col d
climate and low precipitation, most of the soils are poorly developed an d
belong to the Inceptisol order . An important division between thes e
soils is their internal drainage . Ice-rich permafrost is common throughou t
the region and poorly drained hydromorphic soils occur where drainage i s
impeded by the permafrost table . Soils typical of these conditions are
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Histic Pergelic Cryaquepts and Pergelic Cryaquepts on rolling uplan d
areas with sedge tussock and dwarf heath vegetation . In very poorl y
drained muskegs, organic soils such as Pergelic Cryofibrists are found .
Well-drained soils are found on glacial morine systems, especially thos e
of the most recent glaciations, and on ridge tops, south facing slopes ,
and other similar features . Typical well-drained soils of the regio n
are typic Cryochrepts or Dystric Cryochrepts, some displaying an albi c
(A2) horizon indicative of podzolization . Where podzolization had bee n
sufficiently intense, for example, in well-drained spruce forests, typi c
Cryorthods may be found . However, recent soil genesis studies at Walke r
Lake have shown that bleached albic horizons typical of podzolizatio n
came from under lichen and dwarf heath cover in the abence of spruc e
trees (Ugolini et al ., 1981) . Where well-drained soils are either youn g
or unstable, Entisols such as Pergelic Cryorthents, may be found .

iue of about200 feet
e south rn portion of the st y

area white spruce icia gl~auca~ ckomi t s th rest on well-drain e
sites on ma to ? slopes and along ri - terra'ce , ac'eempanied by w h
birch (Betula papyrifera) and aspen (Populus tremuloides) .

Black spruce (P . mariana) dominates the poorly drained areas at lo w
altitudes, together with white birch and aspen (Brubaker et al . 1983) .
Understory plants common to both white and black spruce forests includ e
resin birch shrubs (B . glandulosa), ericaceous species such as blueberry
(Vacciniurn uliginosum), Labrador tea (Ledum decumbens ssp groenlandicum )
and (L . decumbens ssp . palustre), crowberry (Empetrum nigrum), mountain -
cranberry (V . vitis-idaea), as well as lichens (Cladonia sp . and Cetraria sp . )
Alder (Alnus crispa) and willow (Salix sp) are common along stream course s
and in draws above treeline . (Brubaker et al . 1983) .

In addition to the forest understory plants, the alpine tundra above tree -
line and north of 68° latitude is characterized by grasses, sedges (Care x
sp), Cassiope tetragona, Artemesia arctica, Leuseleuri procumbens, Spire a
beauverdiana, and Anemone parviflors . Lowland shrub tussock tundra
consists of cottongrass (Eroiphorum vaginatum) and sedge (carex sp )
tussocks with shrubs of resin birch, labrador tea, and other ericaceou s
plants, (Brubaker et al ., 1983) .

Vegetational History

by Patricia Anderso n

During full glacial times (24,500 to 14,000 yr B .P .) the landscape of the
park differed markedly from that of today . Large glaciers dominated th e
mountains and bordering valleys of the Brooks Range (Hamilton, 1986) .
Mean annual temperatures were cooler and conditions very much drier .
Perhaps there was a larger number and greater diversity of herd animal s
living along the flanks of the Brooks Range (Guthrie, 1982) . Certainly ,

The southern wort i' n of t
the boreal forest .) Tre e
latitudinally at

	

oj(t 6
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the kinds, if not the amount, of animals that roamed the park (e .g . ,
bison, mammoth, horse) during these times differed greatly from those see n
today .

Pollen assemblages that date to this time are unlike any produced by th e
modern vegetation, thus making vegetational reconstructions difficult .
These assemblages are dominated by herb pollen, especially sedge s
(Cyperaceae), grasses (Gramineae), and wormwood (Artemisia) with trac e
amounts of other herb pollen and small amounts of willow (Salix) pollen .
The current interpretation of the western and central Brooks Range polle n
data suggests that upland sites beyond glacial margins supported a ver y
sparse, polar desert (Barnosky et al ., in review) . In lower elevations
where effective moisture, temperature, and shelter were greater a mor e
continuous vegetation cover probably existed . This meadow-like her b
tundra was likely the focus of animal activity providing them with a
relatively abundant food source and easy access to water . It is equally
probably that rt , er val ley we- e the fo us of human--activi  Y, l haug , -
as yet, no se

	

ve peen day a to th s t~ e period-4-

	

iaska	

Between 14,000 and 13,700Lyear5 ago

	

d a at'c change in jegetatio i
occurred trrou~{ou northern Al ' ska . T`Te- e • mead* were invaded t y
shrub bi rch (Bet	 a nana/glan, u osa , n-d- a appEar nce of heath (Ericales )
pollen ana-moss (Sphangnum) s

	

es

	

gest

	

sr

	

tussock tunda-wa s
common in better drained areas of the valley lowlands and surroundin g
hillsides . Shrub birch apparently did not recolonize higher elevatio n
sites until c . 12,000 years B .P . This local asynchrony may relate to
differences in the timing of local deglaciation and/or distance from ice -
age refugia of shrub birch . Evidently, the change in vegetation an d
climate, coupled with a major alteration of the substrate from an eve n
relatively hard-packed to a wetter tussock-dominated one was sufficien t
to cause the extinction of the full-glacial fauna . Major changes i n
global climate, in particular a postulated plunge in winter tempertures ,
also were important in causing additional stress on animal population s
and eventual extinction of those that could not adapt to the new environment s
(Barnosky et al ., in review) . If human populations were present in th e
area at this time, they, too, would need to adapt to declining foo d
supplies and severe winter climate .

At 11,000 years B .P . populations of poplar (presumably balsam poplar, Populu s
balsamifera) increased . The spread of poplar has been attributed t o
increased summer temperatures and/or the increased availiability o f
disturbed ground as a result of greater spring floods or greater aeolia n
activity (see Brubaker, et al ., 1983) . The precise distribution o f
these trees on the land is unknown . However, if floods played a majo r
role in the distribution of poplar, these trees were probably limited t o
river courses . Ager and Brubaker (1985), however, have suggested tha t
broad areas of poplar-willow scrub forest more likely characterized th e
vegetation at this time . Balsom poplar populations declined ca . 9000
years B .P . reflecting decreased summer temperatures, reduced sprin g
floods, or widespread development of organic soils poorly suited fo r
poplar growth (see Brubaker et al . , 1983) . The rise and decline i n
poplar populations likely had little affect on subsistence resources ,
but the trees would provide a ready source of building material and fue l
for human inhabitants .
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Prior to 9000 years ago there was little difference in vegetation betwee n
eastern and western areas of the park . Important differences becom e
evident with the development of the modern boreal forest between 9000 t o
7000 years . B .P . Pollen data from a lake near Wiseman indicates the arriva l
of spruce at c . 8500 years B .P ., whereas a continued presence of spruce i s
not evident in the Walker Lake area, 100 miles to the west, until c .
6000 years B .P . (Edwards et al ., 1985 ; Brubaker et al ., 1983) . Data
from the Kiana area show that spruce were absent from the lower reache s
of the Kobuk River until 4000 to 5000 years ago (Anderson, 1985) and
suggest an east to west migration of spruce across northern Alaska .

The pattern of alder migration, however, seems to be opposite in directio n
from that of spruce . Alder is first evident in the Kotzebue Sound regio n
by c . 9000 years B .P . and appears to migrate eastward across the souther n
flanks of the Brooks Range recolonizing the park area by 7000 years B .P .
(Anderson; —M,~

. \\

	

,	 ~

If differe t ar he~olocic

	

It res o

	

a itions vie related to cif event
ecological syst ms as suggest

	

by A de s n (1968) then aeast-west
componert f c n e should b

	

isibl

	

n— he archo og~ca1 record . The
period tetwe

	

0 and 7000 ye rs

	

a imejo relatively fzst j
vegetational ctiange . The al

	

d

	

scape

	

rob

	

y had significant
impact on subsistence resources, in particular caribou and species tha t
inhabit the boreal woodlands, that in turn would have affected huma n
subsistence strategies .

In addition to the broad change from shrub tundra to mixed forest-tundra ,
interesting differences in amounts of spruce and alder occurred betwee n
9000 to 3000 years B .P . Increased percentages of spruce pollen near Walke r
Lake may indicate that treeline was located this far west as early a s
8500 years B .P . (Brubaker et al ., 1983 ; Anderson, unpublished data) . Trees
either were absent or sparsely dispersed in this area between 8000 to
6000 years B .P . This postulated retreat of treeline is the first majo r
palynological evidence for the presence of cooling after a post-glacia l
thermal maximum, an event that is well documented in northwestern Canad a
(Ritchie et al ., 1983) . In the western and central Brooks Range, percentage s
of alder pollen (and presumably populations of alder) increased to a
maximum by c . 6000 years B .P . and achieved their modern pollen frequencies by
c . 3000 years B .P . (Anderson, 1982) . This change in alder appears t o
correspond to changes in precipitation through the mid-Holocene with a
precipitation maximum occurring at 6000 years B .P . (Barnosky et al . , i n
review) .

Vegetational change over the past 3000 years is poorly documented .
Current palynological research at Itkillik and Etivlik Lakes is attemptin g
to correlate minor fluctuations in the pollen record with neoglacia l
activity in the Brooks Range .



FAUNA

A wide variety of fauna exists in the survey area ranging from frogs t o
grizzly bears . There is little reason to describe each species, there -
fore, the fauna will be presented as a list .

MAMMALS

Ursus americanu s
Ursus arcto s
Canis latron s
Canis lupu s
Vulpes vulpes
Ma rt es ame ri ca na
Mustela ermine a

stela ni val i s
stela visor
o gul o
a car adan s
s lynx
ale s

Ralsgilfer t a,randus
Ovis dal l i
Lepus americanu s
Marmota caligat a
Spermophilus parriu u
Tamiasciurus hudsonicu s
Glaucomys sabrinu s
Ondatra zibethicu s
Castor canadensi s
Clethrionomus rutilu s
Microtus specie s
Lemmus sibiricu s
Synaptomys boreali s
Erethizon dorsatum
Sorex cinereu s
Sorex arcticus
Myot i s l uci fugu s

BIRDS

e
--e3ri b ou

Dal l sheep
snowshoe har e
hoary marmot
Arctic ground squirre l
red squirre l
northern flying squirre l
muskrat
beave r
red backed vol e
meadow mous e
brown lemmin g
northern bog lemmin g
porcupin e
masked shre w
Arctic shrew
little brown ba t

black bea r
grizzly bea r
coyote
wol f
red fox
marte n
short-tailed wease l
least

	

oscl	
ink

	

/
ri n e

Arctic loo n
red-throated loo n
whistling swa n
Canada Goos e
white fronted goos e
snow goos e
mallard
pintai l
green-winged tea l
northern shoveler

Gavia arctic a
Gavia stellat a
Olor columbianu s
Branta canadensi s
Anser al bi fron s
Chen caerulescen s
Anas platyrhuncho s
Anas acut a
Anas crecc a
Anas clypeat a
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Anas american a
Authya maril a
Aythya affini s
Buchepala albeol a
Clangula hyemal i s
Historionicus histrionicu s
Melanitta degland i
Melanitta perspicillat a
Mergus merganse r
Mergus serrato r
Buteo lagopu s
Aquila chrysato s
Haliaeetus leucocephalu s
Circus cyaneu s
Pandion haliaetu s
Falco rusticolu s
Falco peregrinu s
F lco colum	 ariusJ

	

L
a co spare riu s

American wigeo n
greater scau p
lesser scau p
bufflehead
oldsqua w
harlequin duc k
white-winged scote r
surf scote r
common merganser
red-breasted merganse r
rough-legged haw k
golden eagl e
bald eagl e
marsh haw k
osprey
gryfal con

eg r i nab cow
din

can kestr l
e grouse

ff d cro s e
wi ow pta mig n

mock ptarm- gan ---
sandhill cran e
semipalmated plove r
whimbre l
upland sandpipe r
lesser yellowleg s
spotted sandpipe r
northern phalarop e
red phalarope
common snipe
long-billed dowitche r
semi palmated sandpi pe r
long-toed stin t
baird's sandpipe r
pectoral sandpipe r
glaucous gul l
mew gul l
Arctic ter n
great horned ow l
hawk ow l
short-eared ow l
boreal ow l
belted kingfishe r
common flicke r
hairy woodpecke r
downy woodpecke r
alder flycatcher
horned lark
bank swallow
cliff swallow
gray jay

a chites canadensi s
on sa unbellu s
ago us lagopu s

La

	

us nut.u s
Grus canadensi s
Pluvialis dominic a
Numenius phaeopu s
Bartramia longicuda
Tringa f l avi pe s
Actitis maculari a
Phalaropus lobatu s
Phalaropus fulicariu s
Gallinago gallinag o
Limnodromus scolopaceu s
Calidris pusill a
Calildris subminut a
Calidris bai rdi i
Caldris melanoto s
Larus pyperboreu s
Larus canu s
Sterna paradisae a
Bubo virginianu s
Surnia ulul a
Asio flammeu s
Aegolius funereu s
Megaceryle alcyo n
Colaptes auratu s
Pecoides villosu s
Picordes pubescen s
Empidonax alnoru m
Eremophils alpestri s
Riparia ripari a
Petrochelidon pyrrhonot a
Perisoreus canadensi s
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common rave n
black-capped chickade e
boreal chickade e
American robi n
varied thrus h
hermit thrus h
gray-cheeked thrus h
wheatea r
Arctic warble r
yellow wagtai l
water pipi t
Bohemian waxwin g
northern shrik e
yellow warbler
yellow-rumped warble r
northern waterthrus h

son' s

pp

	

b l
a b

b~-rd
ne gosb ak

gray crownedro finch
hi

o
arb red') TT`

•n red ol l
avana spa- row —

dark-eyed junc o
tree sparrow
white-crowned sparrow
golden-crowned sparro w
fox sparrow
Lincoln ' s sparrow
lapland longspu r
snow bunting

Corvus coro x
Parus atricapillu s
Parus hudsonicu s
Turdus migratoriu s
Lxoreus naeviu s
Catharus guttatu s
Catarus minimu s
Uenanthe oenanth e
Phylloscopus boreali s
Motacilla flava
Anthus spinolelt a
Bonbycilla garrulu s
Lanius excubito r
Dendroica petechi a
Dendroica striat a
Seiurus noveboracensi s
ilsonia pusilla	
phagus clan
icola en

	

nu~
cleato r

osticte tepocoti s
uelis h5rfemnn i
elis flamme a

Pa

	

culus.sandwichensis,
Junco hyemali s
Spizedla arbore a
Zonotrichia leucophry s
Zonotrichia altricapill a
Pas serel l a i l i ac a
Melaspiza lincolni i
Calcarius lapponicu s
Plectraphenax nivali s

FISH

chum salmo n
sheefis h
humpback whitefis h
broad whitefis h
least cisc o
round whitefis h
Arctic graylin g
Arctic cha r
lake trout
northern pik e
Alaska blackfis h
l onynosed sucke r
burbot

Oncorhynchus kisutc h
Stenodus 1eucichthy s
Coregonus pidschia n
Coregonus nasu s
Coregonus sardinell a
Prosopium cylindraceu m
Thymallus arcticu s
Salvelinus al pi nu s
Salvelinus namaycus h
Esox lucius
Dal l i a pectoral i s
Catostomus catostomu s
Lota lata



Previous Archeological, Anthropological, Historical, and Exploration Work
Conducted in the PhaseVIII Study Area
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Archeology

Past, intensive, archeological work in the region has for the most part ,
been limited to the area around Anaktuvuk Pass and Chandler Lake . The
earliest work was done by Ralph Solecki in 1949 in association with U .S .
Government oil exploration activities on Alaska's North Slope (Solecki ,
1950) . In the early 1950's William Irving conducted several archeologica l
surveys in the central Brooks Range and expanded on Solecki's earlie r
work (Irving 1951, 1953) . Irving (1962), also conducted survey in th e
Kipmik/Amitchiak Lake area . E .S . Hall also conducted archeologica l
survey in the Kipmik Lake area in 1973 .
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During the early to mid 1960's H .L . Alexander conducted archeologica l
investigations in the Anaktuvuk Pass and Chandler Lake area expanding o n
the earlier work of Irving and Campbell (Alexander 1967, 1968, 1969) .

During the late 1960's through the early 1970's Lewis Binford conducte d
ethnoarcheological fieldwork in the Anaktuvuk Pass area . This work
explored the life style of the recent Eskimo inhabitants of the are a
which offered a perspective of contact period aboriginal life which
might be applied to the older archeological cultures . (Binford, 1976 ,
1978a, 1978b, 1980) .

During the summer of 1983, M . Kunz conducted archeological survey in th e
Kichaiakaka Creek Valley on the northwestern edge of the Helpmejack Hills .

As can be seen from this very succinct summary, in terms of the size o f
the area involved, only limited archeological investigation has bee n
undertaken . In terms of geographic size the Phase III study area i s
generally unknown archeologically .

Exploration/Ethnohistory/Cultural Anthropolog y

The earliest recorded information dealing with the native peoples of th e
general region is found in the journals of John Cantwell (1889), Henr y
Allen (1887), and George Stoney (1899) . In 1884 Cantwell made a complet e
ascent of the Kobuk River from Kotzebue to Walker Lake ; a journey of
government exploration . Cantwell and Stoney were probably the first an d
last white men to observe native life in its more or less, "traditional" ,
seasonally oriented, annual cycle prior to the on-set of strong non-nativ e
cultural influences .
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In 1885 Stoney made an overland winter trip up the Kobuk River from
Fort Cosmos to the Alatna River, then north to Chandler Lake and back t o
Fort Cosmos . Stoney's journal became lost prior to the publicatio n
of the account of his explorations and the published document was writte n
from memory fourteen years after the fact . As a result, the informatio n
contained in the report can be considered somewhat suspect (Stoney ,
1899) .

W .L . Howard, one of Stoney's junior offices at Fort Cosmos, made a winte r
trip in the company of Eskimos from the Kobuk River, through the Brook s
Range, to Point Barrow. His account of the journey is the first eye -
witness written account of the activities of the Nunamiut Eskimo s
(Stoney, 1899) . In 1885 Henry Allen conducted an exploration of the uppe r
Koyukuk River . Allen traveled up the river about as far as the confluenc e

of the John River . Allen's journal contains numerous notes regardin g
the aboriginal inhabitants of interior northern Alaska while these peopl e
were sti

	

iv

	

a life- tyre,basicall • influer~€-cd	 by the made-pi--
day (Alter; 1 87) .

In 1901 J .C . Me de hall c_ondu ed a

	

G

	

eslogic resonnssance from th e

mouth of the Al t

	

River to Ko zebu-

	

a- h : "Alatna Por age" and th e
Kobuk River;-The latna Rive t Ko-~u lti`v•r ortion of the trip utilize d
both Helpme-1 d( and Ktctraiaka Cr-

	

whil

	

he Kobuk River portianiof
his trip paralled in reverse Cantwell's route of 1884 . It is interestin g
to note Mendenhall's documentation the changes which had occurred in th e
life style of the natives along the Kobuk River in the seventeen years whic h
had elapsed between the two reconnaissances (Mendenhall, 1902) .

At the same time that Mendenhall was engaged in his fieldwork, F .C . Schrader ,
also a USGS Geologist, was engaged in a similar reconnaissance ascending the
John River through the Brooks Range and descending the Anaktuvuk an d
Colville Rivers to the Arctic coast . Schrader encountered native peopl e
along his route and made notations in his journals regarding these encounters
(Schrader, 1904) .

In 1911 P .S . Smith, a USGS geologist, conducted a geologic reconnaissanc e
of the Alatna and Noatak Rivers . In the published account of the expeditio n
Smith states that they encountered none of the native villages on th e
upper Noatak that McLenegan reports existed in 1885 (Smith, 1913) .

From the late 1940's through the 1980's a number of anthropologists hav e
conducted fieldwork of greater or lesser degrees of intensity in th e
Phase III study area . This work includes publications by Helge Ingsta d
(1954), Helge Larsen (1956), Robert Spenser (1959), Leopold Pospisi l
(1964), Nicholas Gubser (1965), Ernest Burch (1975, 1976, 1980), an d
Grant Spearman (1982) .

Most of this work has dealt with human occupation and exploitation of th e
upper John, Anaktuvuk and Chandler River drainages . As a result, a
large body of data is available for the area . However, this data i s
applicable in more than a general sense to the entire northern portio n
of the Phase III study area .
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History

There has not been a great deal of formal historical work undertaken i n
the Phase III study area . There have been a few articles written whic h
mention mining activities in the Wild Lake area and a general history o f
the village of Anaktuvuk Pass has been written by Grant Spearman (n .d .) .

Aboriginal Use of the Phase III Study Are a

Three aboriginal cultural groups, to a greater or lesser degree, probabl y
occupied and exploited various portions of Phase III study area . Al l
three of these groups were, at times, marginal in terms of survivability .
In other words their existance was often hand-to-mouth at certain season s
of the year . In this regard A. Clark states, " . . .there were few time s
through the year when a sufficiently large surplus could be accumulate d
that the-f

	

est was—mot- ramount .

	

eir lives_were not thos e
settled virl-ag p ople, ate-- s he sea ns changed, sodid]their places ]
of habitat'on, s ell as the)i r metho

	

n types oft hunting and f'st ng "
(A . Clark, 1974

l~
1

	

_	 	 1

Of the thr

	

ro s whit ut lied h

	

e II p tud area, the Nun a miu t
Eskimo are paramount as-the jbrit 	 _f thi __ reaLlies within what i i
historically considered to be their territory . The Koyukuk Indians wer e
the primary users of the southern-most portion of the area, while th e
Kobuk Eskimos were probably only peripheral or occasional users along th e
western edge .

A fair amount of data has been collected through the work of modern-da y
anthropologists and from the accounts of the early explorers regardin g
the annual cyclical movements of the natives of this area at or about th e
time of white contact . How far back in time such annual cycles of movemen t
can be applied is, however, debatable . The following is a general outlin e
of the annual movements of the Koyukuk Indians and the Nunamiut Eskimo s
who were the primary users of the area .

From June through August, the Koyukuk Indians lived on the major river s
at the confluence of streams or sloughs . This can be somewhat substantiate d
by the accounts of Stoney, Cantwell, Mendenhall, and others durin g
explorations along the Kobuk, Koyukuk, and Alatna Rivers between 1884 an d
1901 . During this season the men left camp, off and on, for periods of a
few days to hunt birds and other game . Additionally, berries, meat, an d
fish were collected and dried for winter use . As fall began, the peopl e
moved into the hill country, fishing the lakes, building semi-subterranea n
houses for winter use, and hunting caribou, sheep, bear, and small game .
About March the Indians left their winter dwellings and moved to sprin g
muskrat camps (A . Clark, 1974) .

The Nunamiut Eskimo, at least in late prehistoric times, maintained n o
permanent base of operations, generally moving with the caribou . I n
April and May, and in August and September, the Nunamiut hunted the majo r
passes of the Brooks Range . From October to January they broke int o
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smaller groups and hunted the caribou remaining in the mountains near th e
treeline (south side of the range) . February and March, as well as Jun e
and July, were often periods of near famine . At these times, they hunte d
small game, fished, and gathered berries (Campbell, 1962) .

Movement other than the annual treks from camp to camp also occurred .
Travel for the purposes of trading or visiting was probably most common .
Movement from camp to camp was on a relatively small scale and varie d
somewhat from family group to family group . Because of its small scal e
and diversity, this type of travel is difficult to trace and even mor e
difficult to recognize in an archeological context . Trade routes, o n
the other hand, were major travel routes (travel for visiting ofte n
followed these routes also) used successively by larger groups and ,
therefore, may be more easily traced and recognized in an archeologica l
context . Reasonable data regarding trade routes in the Phase III study
area is available (A . Clark, 1974 ; Burch, 1975, 1976 ; Spearman, 1982 ,
n .d . ; Caltwet ; 1889 ; Stoney; 899 ; Mendenhall, 1902 ;Schr ,der,	 1904) :.
While this

	

r fleets tr el in lat

	

r ' histor-c (Indealy iistoric_J
times, it nay o m y not ben rally

	

i for earlier time periodsi(i f
the reason for tr vel remain

	

cons-Va n
area

	

) a travel route from area t o
within a

	

gi n arei, to a Tea-tie t, determin es by the geomoc~phology .

J
The Sites

This portion of the report consists of the site descriptions, and i s
organized in terms of the areas surveyed : John River north to south ,
Helpmejack Hills/Lakes, Lake Kipmik/Lake Amitchiak, Chandler Lake/Agiak Lake .



MAP AREA # 1

JOHN RIVER VALLEY : TILL CREEK TO HUNT FOR K

Camp #1 - #4, May 26 - June 2 7

The archeological field crew arrived in Bettles from Fairbanks vi a
commercial air carrier . The archeological field gear and supplies ha d
been shipped to Betties several days previously on a chartered DC-3 . The
next 2 days were spent in Bettles getting the gear and supplies organized
and ready for the field . A reconnaissance of prospective camp location s
along the John River and at Agiak Lake was conducted by helicopter .

On may 26 we set up our first camp on the east side of the John Rive r
about 1 .5 miles south of Till Creek . Setting up camp required fou r
helicopter tr-i-ps from .&Aaktuvuk Pass, 1 miles to	 the north, where our
year had been_trsportedfom ettles via charter aircraft .

	

J

Archeological s ry y ..or — on M .

	

7 a'd continued o t of Carr p
until June 2 wh n amp w

	

tr ck ani

	

ge•r ani supplies transpor t
by helicop

	

o he Camp #2 1 cat ic-n .

	

•amp move was made by h e
rather thanraf-t'due to	 xtr ,e y is Ovate

	

n tieriver resultir g
early summer snow melt .

During the six days that archeological survey was conducted out of Cam p
#1, an area of roughly 5 square miles was investigated and 12 archeologica l
sites were located .

Camp #2 was located on Publituk Creek 5 .5 miles to the south of Camp #1 .
Archeological survey was conducted out of Camp #2 from June 3-11 . Durin g
the nine days that archeological reconnaissance was conducted out of Cam p
#2, an area of four square miles was rather intensely investigated and 1 7
archeological sites were recorded . The move from Camp #2 to Camp #3 was ,
due to high water, again made by helicopter .

Camp #3 was located 5 miles south, down stream, from Camp #2 on a grave l
bar near the mouth of Wasted Lynx Creek (our name) . Archeological survey
was conducted out of this camp from June 12-20 . During the nine day s
that we operated out of this camp approximately four square miles wer e
intensely surveyed and 14 archeological sites were located and recorded .

Although the water was still high, it had dropped enough so that the mov e
from Camp #3 to Camp #4 could be made utilizing our two rafts, an Avo n
Redshank and Pro . We had moved a small amount of gear, roughly 600 lbs . ,
with the Redshank raft between Camp #2 and #3 at high water successfully ,
but with some difficulty . The fact that all the gear must be tied to a
superstructure of poles forming a deck across the top of the raft make s
the rafts somewhat difficult to handle in swift, rough, water ; especiall y
the Pro, which usually has 2500 lbs . of year and supplies stacked on it .

1
ed
icopte r
r om
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Camp #4 Was located on the left hand bank of the John River about 1/ 3
mile above the confluence of the Hunt Fork . Archeological work wa s
conducted out of this camp for a period of six days during which tim e
five archeological sites were located and several previously locate d
sites received additional investigation and documentation . An area of
approximately four square miles was investigated while working out of thi s
camp . Additionally, one crew member was transported to Pamichtuk Lak e
which lies 4 miles east-southeast of Camp #4 . Four days were spent surveyin g
the area surrounding Pamichtuk Lake and no archeological sites were located .
The surveyor did report, however, that there are numerous, hungry pike i n
the lake .

A total of 48 sites were located in Map Area #1 and they can generally b e
broken down in terms of function as follows . Thirty-one of the sites, 64% ,
appear to be typical hunting lookouts which are small, offer excellen t
views, and have a small amount of flaking detritus scattered about . Five
of the

	

- . .ear tc--be--eapl ocatio

	

hat also	 serve

	

s 1 Q.ukau_t.s
These site

	

mps, u ua y mall, he ocation of_wh

	

watschose
n

especially for -h view ote ti 1 . F v o' the sits appear to ha~ve 1
served as )ase cam's most o .w ich s g s r ultiple occupational vefits .
One of the ;e sr.e , WS-

	

, n ar P .1 -t-u C eek is enoniius, and is th e
most intriguing

	

to loc ted on the Jghn —R-~v- du^i g this survey

	

Thre e
sites,

	

eak/bl

	

, a u ry

	

a ca~ch: , fal into the "ot ;er~ '
category . Lastly, it was impossible to even guess at the function of fou r
of the sites .

The sites located in Map Area #1 indicate human use of the area over a t
least the last six millennia . There was much evidence of modern (last 5 0
years) use of the area by the residents of Anaktuvuk Pass, hunting guides ,
and construction workers along the once used pioneer road the "Nickel Highway" .
Interestingly, most of the concentrations of modern use occur at . the localities
of concentrations of prehistoric use . These areas of concentration occu r
near the major stream/river confluences, for the most part on the lef t
(east) side of the river .

As would be expected in this region, the vast majority of culturall y
identifiable sites appear to be manifestations of the Eskimo Continuum .
There are, however, several good possibilities for Athapaskan India n
sites in this predominately Eskimo area .

Weather Data During the Survey of Map Area # 1

TEMPERATUR E
DATE

	

CAMP # LOW

	

HIGH

	

SKY

	

WIND
5-27-85 1 L 32° 56° sunny windy
5-28-85 1 32° 58° sunny, some clouds SE,

	

light
5 --29 85 1 32° windy
5-30-85 1 35° 52° sunny, some clouds _
5-31-85 1 44° cloudy windy_
6-01-85 1 rainy
6-02-85 2 70 ° sunny light_
6-03-85 2 70° light
6-04-85 2 _ -

	

(
su
ri
nny
ver h i gh)
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Weather Data During the Survey of Map Area # 1

TEMPERATUR E
DATE

	

CAMP # LOW

	

HIGH

	

SKY

	

WIND
6-05-85 2 40° 70° sunn 20 k .
6-0 .-5 2 foe,

	

low clouds 15

	

k .,

	

N
. 34' mostly clear 20 k .,

	

NN E
. 34° 65° clear ous t
. 36 63 win d

58° clear 20 k .,

	

N
• overcast 20 k .,

	

N E
• snow

	

3

	

1/2 in .
• 50° clear 4-10 k .,

	

N
' snow 15

	

k .,

	

N
•

150'
snow

6-1 - 'BrENt 'A 5—
6-18-~~ j ~~ rainifi'~cast • ~~~~
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6 miles

	

l

Shaded Area = Surveyed Are a
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WIS-15 7

Site Elevation :

	

NW1/4, NE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
1750 ft .

	

Section 7

	

Unknown
T36N, R20W

Site Age :

	

Fairbanks Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknown

This site is located on the south facing end of a broad, rounded terrac e
marked at its southern extreme by a small, discontinuous stream flowin g
west into the John River . The cut made by the stream ' s incision throug h
the terrace to the west-southwest of the site, is clearly visible an d
V-shaped . The John River is located to the west of the site at a distanc e

of 350 meters .

The vegetation at this well-drained locality consists predominantely o f
clumps of low w dy and—fierbac ous plan s, and mosses, wi

	

dwy~rf birch

occupying

	

he are

	

n ty-f i v

	

e cent of t c sur ace f	 of01 ---
site is iegetat d . Those_ar s of th s e not vege atedare the es~ul t
of grouni squir el burowing,- rost

	

or exposed boulders .

The view from-th site encomp~as es he/Tohn\ R i ver Val ley for slightl y
less than 3 kilometers t'o the

	

ut

	

d Wal lea und-Val ley for roug#ly 5
kilometers to the west . To the north and east higher ground obscure s
the view after several hundred meters .

A large flake of greenish/gray, coarse-grained chert was observed on th e
surface of a mossy area . The surface of the artifact is partially covere d
with a black/dark gray lichen suggesting a long period of surface exposure .
The flake, triangular in shape, exhibits some intentional and use retouc h
along all margins suggesting its function may have been as an expedien t
knife .

The site appears to have seen only limited use . Evidence suggests tha t

only a single occupational event took place . The amount of lichen growt h
on the surface of the artifact may indicate an age in excess of 100
years, however, the lack of diagnostic artifacts or other means of relativ e
dating makes temporal or cultural assessment impossible . The site i s
probably associated with other, larger, .nearby sites .

Site significance and research potential are low . At present the sit e
does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .



WIS-158

Site Elevation :

	

NW1/4, NW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
1850 ft .

	

Section 8

	

Unknown
T36N, R20W

Site Age :

	

Fairbanks Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
4000-5000 years B .P .

	

Affiliation : Unknown

This site is located on a knoll slightly more than a kilometer south o f
Till Creek and a kilometer east of the John River . A small pond i s
located 100 meters due west of the site . The knoll is of variable elevatio n
and sinuous in shape with a few conical high points which have been
heavily disturbed by ground squirrel burrows . There are lower connectin g
ridges of exposed gravels heavily covered with lichen .

The vegetation is sparse on the connecting ridges and low woody and herbaceou s
plants, bras

	

nd some-ses are inf eq,pent i nh.ahitants

	

Tie promontorie s
and depress

	

e more emmp) ~ le ely co ere with dwa f_bh, mosses, _
gras es

	

_

	

~

The view from t e ite i s pa a\ ramie

	

~T he	 ~ b'st v ew i s tcS the sout h
encompassing- i tly more tan 3 k ,:l orne-te-Is f t l e John River Vall e ,, .
A minimum view—of 500 meters ishlll avai-.LAble ~a_A11 o filer directions .[_ _

The site was discovered as a result of surface reconnaissance . Durin g
which a single artifact was observed . The artifact is a burin made on a
flake of dark gray chert .

This type of burin most closely resembles a transverse burin of th e
Donnely type, but is somewhat thicker in cross-section .

The extensive lichen growth on the artifact may indicate a long perio d
exposure on the surface . Surprisingly no other artifacts were observed .

As is common with this type of multi-faceted burin, there is purposefu l
retouch along a portion of the tool's margins . This type of burin may be
termed transverse in that burin blows were struck from the same point bu t
in directions 90° opposed .

In this portion of Alaska this type of burin is often associated wit h
campus type microblade cores and lanceolate projectile points . Such
associations suggest a site antiquity of at least 4000-5000 years . Usuall y
this type if artifact is not found as an isolated occurrence .

Little else can be said concerning the site . Significance is of only a
local nature and research potential appears low . At present the sit e
does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .



WIS-158 (continued)
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WIS-159

Site Elevation :

	

NW1/4, SE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
1740 ft .

	

Section 6

	

Lookout/Cam p
T36N, R20W

Site Age :

	

Fairbanks Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
ca . 200 years B .P .

	

Affiliation : Nunamiu t
Eskimo

This site is located on the most prominent and continuous ancient rive r
terrace on the left bank (east side) of the John River approximately 40 0
meters south of its confluence with Till Creek . Six terraces can be
counted back from the river in an easterly direction with the sit e
located on the sixth . The John River lies some 250 meters west of th e
site and 25 meters lower in elevation . The terrace forms a corner where
past activity by both Till Creek and the John River has cut from tw o
sides . In all likelyhood this terrace system dates from late Pleistocen e
to late Holocene in age .

The vegetation on the site consists primarily of low woody and herbaceou s
plants, grasses, mosses and a dozen or so bush-size willow scattere d
over the 100 meter 2 site area . Frost shattered rock and small area s
of disturbed ground are scattered across the site . None of the unvegetated
areas exceed 3 meters 2 and for the most part are composed of glacia l
gravels occasionally capped by thin mineral soil .
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The view from the site is good in that a variety of terrain is visible .
An excellent view, in excess of 3 kilometers both up and down the river ,
is available . To the west a good view of the Walkaround Valley comple x
is available while to the east, rising terrain limits the view to severa l
hundred meters . WIS-157 lies 350 meters to the southeast and is somewha t
visible .

The site was located as a result of surface reconnaissance and cultura l
features observed -;at the si t

e//
include at least four hearths', ten ston e

cairns or -' nuksukAnd two tent rings). Lithic artifacts were represnted
by two rougtrv°bifaces, a flakecore, and 50-100 waste flakes all of th e
locally abundant black chert, A single flake of quartz crystal was als o

observed .

The hearths appear to represent both prehistoric and historic use .
Materials sugge ing recent

	

at one of the hearths incl  des i a coeki-n-g,
stick and -Ca er' ng cf hard ood . T e 1 ss recent he -r

	

di s-p-l-ayed- - A-

fire-cracked ro k and piece)of burne

	

e

	

The hearthsranged in size
from 50 x 7 5 cm t o .75 x 2 .0<tn e t e r s

The center of th westerimos t nt i g ex ib ted fire-cracked roc k

protrudingt1rough a rust v

	

to

	

mat .

	

20 ca t test pit was-- -
excavated to a depth of 12 cm . in the center of the rent ring and produce d
several pieces of burned bone, numerous chunks of charcoal, and a black cher t
flake as well as pieces of fire-cracked rock .
The site area suggests regular use through at least the last severa l
centuries . The majority of the evidence points to historic occupation by
Nunamiut Eskimo and earlier occupation by late prehistoric Eskimos . Th e
site's location and cultural evidence suggest that the site was a multi-purpos e
one serving as lookout, kill and butchering location, and camp .

Site significance appears to be moderate research potential is high a s
the site is large and appears to contain a large amount of cultura l
detritus . There is ethnographic data that relates to the use of thi s
site (Spearman, 1985 ; personel communication) .

At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any advers e
impacts . If, in the future, the site is threatened with disturbance ,
mitigative action should be employed .
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WIS-16 0

Site Elevation :

	

NW1/4, NE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
1930 ft .

	

Section 5

	

Lookout
T36N, R20W

Site Age :

	

Fairbanks Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknown

This site located 1 .5 kilometers northeast of the Till Creek/John Rive r

confluence . The site lies on a prominent gravel mound the westernmost
mound in a series of several, at base of 5800' peak on the north side o f
Till Creek . The mounds appear to be the result of landslides . The view
from the site is excellent in all directions except to the east wher e
rising terrain blocks the view beyond a distance of several hundred
meters .

The vegetation ov r on he_it can e

	

r ed disco tinuous and i s
comprised Of a ix ure of low< oody

	

d . hrb ceous pants dwarf birdh ,
ericaceous f~shru s and sedges

	

nveg t atted' a eas appear -CO be the resul t
of seasonal frosJi action ground squ'rr~fisbur owing, and lack of soil .

The site was discovered as result of surface reconnaissance . Fifty t o
seventy-five black chert flakes, some exhibiting cortex, were observe d
scattered about the surface . No formal artifacts were noted . Cortex on
some of the waste flakes suggests that cobble reduction was taking plac e
at the site using 'I-o.cal_]yavailable chert cobbles

	

The lack of diagnosti c
artifacts precludes cultural or temporal assessment of the site .

The site's location suggests it served as a lookout . Site significance
is of a local nature and research potential is low . At present the sit e
does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .

WIS-16 1

Site Elevation :

	

SE1/4, SW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
1700 ft .

	

Section 7

	

Lookout
T36N, R20 W

Site Age :

	

Fairbanks Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknown

This site is located on the flat, well-drained, gravelly surface of a
river edge bluff 2 .5 kilometers south of the confluence of the Joh n
River and Till Creek . The river flows swiftly through an "S" bend t o
the west of the site within 50 meters of the base of the bluff . The
bluff rises abruptly some 75 meters above the river and the valley floor .
A steep-sided gorge has been cut 50 meters south of the site by a small ,
clear-water stream .
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The site is discontinuously vegetated with many small mineral soil exposure s
present . The vegetation on the site varies from wet sedge-tussocks t o
well-drained caribou lichen covered areas, with low growing heaths an d
grasses making up the remainder of the vegetative cover . The view from
the site encompasses more than a kilometer in all directions .

The site was discovered fortuitously on the location of our initial Joh n

River camp . The site consists of two small waste flakes of the ubiguitou s
black chert . The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes temporal or cultura l

assessment . The site's location suggests it served as a lookout .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appear s
low. At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any advers e
impacts .

r J

Site

	

Elevation: , N I1/4 Probable SiteLType :

1620 ff ec

	

13 Lookou t
T36N, R21W

Site Age :

	

Fairbanks Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknown

The site is located on a hill crest bordering a small intermittent strea m
approximately 500 meters east of the John River . Till Creek lies 3 .5 kilo-
meters to the north and Yenituk Creek enters the river approximately 3/ 4
of a kilometer to the west-southwest . The hill, which may have been
formed by stagnating glacial ice, lies 70 meters above the valley floo r
and provides an excellent view in excess of 15 kilometers north and
south as well as the width of the valley, 2 .5 kilometers, east to west .

The surface of the site is undulating in nature and slopes gently towar d
the river . The undulations appear as terracettes approximately 2-5 meter s
apart and may be the result of frost action and/or solifluction . Vegetatio n
at the site is a thin cover of moss, lichen, low herbaceous plants ,
scattered clumps of grass and dwarf birch . Much of the surface of the
site is exposed mineral soil, gravel, cobbles, and small bolders whic h
comprise the glacial till .

7

	

Cultural material was located as a result ;of--s face inspection and
consisted of chert flakes and one chert i lcrobla

	

fragment . Datum wa s
established at the high point of the hill d'.a efit to a single blac k
chert flake . A scatter of black chert flakes and a gray chert microblad e
fragment lie 25 meters from datum on a bearing of 256° mag . The flak e
scatter covers an area of approximately 3 x 6 meters .



The black chert flakes may have been derived from local material as chert
nodules, mostly black, are quite common in the local gravels . Most of
the chert nodules are small, roughly golf ball size and smaller, althoug h
a few that are baseball size or slightly larger have been observed .

The two different types of lithic material may indicate that more tha n
one occupational event occurred at at the site . The lack of diagnosti c
artifacts precludes assigning a culture or age to this site, althoug h
based on the area its inhabitants were most probably Eskimo . The microblad e
fragment suggests a minimum age for at least one site component of ca .
2000 years B .P .

The site may have served as a lookout/flaking station . The nearby floo d
plain of the John River, which is more sheltered from the wind and has bot h
willow and scattered aspen available, suggests that the site was not a
camp site . The site has significance mainly as being part of a suite o f
sites in
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WIS-16 3

Site

	

Elevation : NE1/4, NW1/4 Probable Site Type :
1650 ft . Section 24 Camp/Lookou t

T36N, R21W
Site Age : Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultura l

Multiple Occupations Affiliation :

	

Denbigh /
Nunamiut Eskimo

The site is located on a prominent knob on the south side of an unname d
creek . The site is 1 .8 kilometers south of WIS-162 and about 3/4 of a
kilometer east of the John River . The knob, which appears to be glacia l
in origin, protrudes westward into the river flood plain more that an y
other nearby humps, bumps, knobs or hills . The knob is bordered on th e
north by a deeply incised unnamed creek .

The site provides a truly panoramic view which extends as far south a s
Publituk Creek, a distance of 6 .5 kilometers, and as far north as Til l
Creek 4 .5 kilometers distant . Two kilometers to the south, on the valle y
floor, the first spruce trees appear, representing the species loca l
northern limit .

at thi s

The surface of the site is relatively flat with several large natura l
depressions . The depressions are quite shallow, not exceeding 75 cm .
in depth . The majority of the surface is exposed mineral soil ,
pebbles, cobbles, and small boulders which comprise the glacial till .
The vegetation, where present, is thin and consists of mosses, lichen ,
low herbaceous plants, clumps of grasses and scattered dwarf willow .
On the north and northwest slopes, bordering the creek, are scattere d
large willow .
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Cultural material at the site was located as a result of surface inspection .
The site consists of three localities . Locality #1 is the geographi c
high point of the site and is where datum is located . Cultural materia l
consists of pieces of large willow, up to a meter in length and 6
cm . in diameter, which had been ax cut . The ends of some of the piece s
had been burned suggesting use as firewood . No charcoal was observed o n
surface . The pieces of willow were partially imbedded in the surfac e
(moss and lichen) suggesting they had been on site for some time . The
wood was deteriorating but was still sound enough to be handled withou t
damage . Thinly scattererd over the area were some gray chert wast e
flakes . There were no metal implements or cloth tent material associated
with the willow, as is common in recent Nunamiut sites . The chert flake s
are probably not associated with the cut willow .

Locality #2 is located 24 meters from datum on a bearing of 347° mag .
This locIity
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break in slope above the hillside material . The on-slope material wa s
observed in a band roughly 2 meters wide which extended 5 meters down slope .

Locality #3 is located 22 meters from datum on a bearing of 210° mag .
this locality covers roughly 10 meter2 and contains lithic cultura l
material, on surface, including fire-cracked rock, green, gray, black ,
and white chert flakes, a primary burin spall of obsidian and of a styl e
suggesting it came from a Denbigh (mitten shaped burin) and two possibl e
microblade fragments, one of gray chert and one of obsidian .

Two test pits were excavated approximately 5 meters apart adjacent to th e
burin spall (test pit #1) and the microblades (test pit #2) . Both tes t
pits were 20 cm 2 and excavated to a depth of 15 cm . Both test pit s
yielded a few additional chert flakes and pieces of fire-cracked rock .

The site appears to have supported several occupational events from a t
least Denbigh times, ca . 3500 years B .P ., through recent Nunamiut . Thi s
signifies long term subsistence use of the area, most likely, by Eskim o
peoples . Evidence at the site suggests that the location served both a s
a lookout and a camp . There is a good possibility that there is subsurfac e
cultural material at the site in an amount to make the site worthy o f
additional investigation . At present no adverse impacts appear to threate n
the site . Local site significance is high and research potential i s
moderate .



WIS-16 4

Site

	

Elevation : NW1/4, NW1/4 Probable Site Type :
1530 ft . Section 24 Camp

T36N, R21W
Site Age : Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultura l

Unknown Affiliation :

	

Unknown

The site lies on an old river terrace 100 meters east of the John Rive r
and about 300 meters west-northwest of W1S-163 . The confluence of Yenitu k
Creek and the river lies 1 .5 kilometers to the northwest . The surface
of the site is very flat and sparsely vegetated . In relation to the
river bluffs, 200-300 meters to the east, the site is low lying yet th e
terrace top is 6-8 meters above the flood plain of the river . The sit e
provides a reasonably good view ; north to Yenituk Creek and south dow n
the John River Valley to the Publituk Creek area a distance of 7 kilometers .

Cultural material was observed on surface during a visual inspection o f
the area . The site area covers the length of the terrace, roughly 90
meters (north-south) and is scattered thinly and sporadically over th e
entire area . Datum is at the southern end of the terrace . Gray, green ,
and black chert waste flakes are the predominant lithic material . Two
formal artifacts were located at the site . A small unifacially worked
scraper with a graver spur which was made on a black chert flake . The
scraper lay 34 meters from datum on a bearing of 340° . The second artifac t
is an obsidian tool, which is made on a flake and unifacially worked .
This artifact lay 90 meters from datum on a bearing of 335° mag . No
other cultural material was observed .

The terrace would have been an excellent camping locale as it is near th e
river and the flood plain willows . However there is no evidence o f
fire-cracked rock which would suggest a hearth . Chert nodules are presen t
in the terrace gravels and may have been quarried here .

The site's location and cultural material suggests that more than a singl e
occupational event occurred . Site significance relates to this site ' s
relationship to the other local sites . At present the site is in n o
apparent danger from adverse impacts .

Vegetati) n
low herb CE

in the sha l
terrace s u
boulders .

site c

	

t of clu p

	

f moss, 1'

	

~gra es, and ]
ts . Willo s ring

	

a to race edg s and grow prpfLsel y
nages, Thi

	

bise

	

h 1errace . The r7 ajority of th e
exposeTm'ne al s it

r
- b les, con- les, and smal l

Artifacts - Actual Siz e

WIS-164

-35 -
Chert End Scrape r
With Graver Spur

Obsidian Flake Too l



WIS-16 5

Site Elevation : SE1/4, SW1/4 Probable Site Type :
1660 ft . Section 25 Camp/Lookou t

T36N, R15W
Site Age : Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultura l

ca .

	

3600 B .P . Affiliation :

	

Denbigh

This site lies on a small river edge bluff on the east side of the Joh n
River . WIS-163 is located 1 kilometer to the north and Publituk Cree k
enters the river 3 .5 kilometers to the south . The John River lies 3 0
meters west of the. bluff face and roughly 30 meters below site elevation .
The site provides an excellent 360° view for distances in excess of 7
kilometers .

The surface of the site is relatively flat, sloping gently to the sout h
before prungi ngbruptly • . • the ri v . Much of—the-
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Surface inspection of the bluff top revealed cultural material on and i n
the surface . Cultural material consisting of fire-cracked rock, broke n
and burned bone, chert and obsidian waste flakes and artifacts, wer e
scattered over an area of roughly 16 x 12 meters . Although generall y
scattered about the surface, the cultural material appeared more concentrated
in the hearth (fire-cracked rock, burned bone, charcoal) areas . Green ,
gray, black, and white chert flakes are scattered thinly over the site . Two
obsidian waste flakes were located on surface on the northern end of th e
site along with a large black chert biface fragment . Test pit #2, 20 cm 2 ,
was excavated at the location of the surface obsidian and yielded a
flake of obsidi ,h*i-t

	

ortex as well as pieces of fire-crac ed . rock;--
few flecks of

	

arcoal +and a very large piece of partially urned bone
5-8 cm . below's rfatc-~ . The black chert biface fragment appe s to be_~
made from the local chert as does the flake core found at the souter n
end of the site . Near the flake core a small black chert scraper wa s
found . Test pit #1, 20 cm 2 and excavated to a depth of 10 cm . below
surface, lies four meters east of datum . A lot of fire-cracked rock ,
burned bone fragments, and a few flecks of charcoal were visible o n
surface . The excavation yielded abundent charcoal from roughly surfac e
to a depth of 8 cm . There was no charcoal in the mineral soil . Th e
only diagnostic artifact observed was a primary,-b-u'

	

spat-t-a. the datu m
location . The spall is almost surely from a Denbigh mitten-sha ed burin .

Evidence at the site suggests that a fair amount of subsurface material ma y
be present . While not large, the site appears to have been regularly use d
through time and could have served as both a lookout and a campsite .
The Denbigh Flint Complex material suggests a minimum age of ca . 350 0
B .P . while the bone may represent a more recent occupation . Most likel y
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site use over the last 4000 years as been primarily by Eskimo peoples .
The site has high local significance in that it demonstrates consistan t
use through time and could provide data on past subsistence use of th e
area . In the regional sense its significance is moderate at bes t

At present the site does not appear to be in danger from either natura l
or human induced impacts . The site may contain important data and shoul d
be given protection or mitigation consideration if adversely impacted .
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WIS-165 (continued)

WIS-16 6

Site

	

Elevation : SW1/4, SE1/4 Probable Site Type :
1520 ft . Section 2 Lookout/Cam p

T35N, R21W
Site Age : Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultura l

Unknown Affiliation :

	

Unknown

This site is located on a prominent knob 1 kilometer east of the confluence
of Publituk Creek and the John River . The creek flows past the souther n
end of the site and is deeply entrenched . The site lies roughly 30 meters
above creek level . The John River is in closest proximity to the sit e
to the northwest at a distance of roughly 500 meters .

The view from the site is excellent . To the north Yenituk Creek can b e
seen 10 kilometers distant, to the south higher terrain blocks the vie w
about a kilometer south of Publituk creek . To the east and west th e
view encompasses all there is to be seen between the valley walls .
The most elevated portion of the site (datum location) is in the wester n
quadrant . From the promontory the knob then slopes down to the east-northeas t
for a distance of 5 meters where it again levels off .

The majority of the site surface is vegetated by moss, lichen, low herbaceou s
plants and some scattered (around the site perimeter) dwarf birch an d
willow . There are some scattered, small and large mineral soil exposure s
among the clumpy Dryas and grass . These large mineral soil exposure s
appear to owe their genisus to the work of grizzly bears excavating
ground squirrels .
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Cultural material at the site was discovered through visual survey an d
consists of a variety of colors of chert flakes, although, the loca l
black chert is predominant . Some of the lithic material appears to be a
quartzitic basalt (if such a material exists) .

Surface cultural material covers an area of approximately 50 x 35 meters .
All of the cultural material was observed in areas of mineral soil exposur e
suggesting there may be quite a bit of subsurface material present .
Only one purposely made artifact was observed ; the tip of a rough biface ,
perhaps a preform or knife . This artifact lies on a 49° mag . bearing a t
a distance of 32 meters from datum . There appeared to be a few piece s
of fire-cracked rock scattered over the site but no concentrations whic h
might indicate the presence of a hearth .

The site may have served as a lookout and/or a campsite or may have been a
game lookout/flaking station associated with a campsite on the next lowe r
terrace -'- . The site-m-
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The site does not appear to be in danger of impact from any natura l
causes . Activity on the nearby allotment could possibly impact the sit e
but is not likely .

Because no diagnostic artifacts were observed no temporal or cultura l
assignments can be made . The site appears to have been used intermittentl y
over a long period of time . The region suggests the majority of this use
was by Eskimo peoples .

WIS-16 7

Site

	

Elevation : NW1/4,

	

NE1/4 Probable Site Type :
1875 ft . Section 18 Lookou t

T36N, R20W
Site Age : Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultura l

Recent and Prehistoric Affiliation :

	

Unknown

This site is located 1 .2 kilometers east of the John River and 3 . 2
kilometers south of the Till Creek/John River confluence . The site lie s
atop a lozenge-shaped hill, comprised of talus and bedrock, high on th e
valley wall and appears to have been overridden by glacial ice during th e
last glacial advance . The hill is oriented parallel to the west face o f
a mountain which rises abruptly east of site to an elevation in exces s
of 4000 ft . The site lies 15 meters above the valley floor which i n
turn slopes gradually to the river edge some 75 meters below .
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The view from the site is in excess of 3 . kilometers to the north, wes t
and south . To the east the view is limited to the talus slopes of th e
mountain .

Vegetation of the site consists of low woody and herbaceous plants ,
grassm moss and lichen which are very thinly scattered about the area .
Roughly 75% of the ground surface is exposed gravels and fractured bedrock .

The site was discovered as a result of surface inspection . A group of si x
black chert waste flakes, an isolated blade/like flake of black chert, a
large black chert flake fragment and a single retouched flake of gray cher t
were scattered over the site . Also present were two 25-35 WCF cartridg e
casings . All the cultural material was thinly scattered over the hilltop ,
and area approximately 400 meters 2

This multicomponent site most likely functioned as a lookout . If caribou
movement byTh
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WIS-168

Site

	

Elevation : NW1/4, NW1/4 Probable Site Type :
1850 ft . Section 6 Lookout

T36N, R20W
Site Age : Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultura l

Unknown Affiliation :

	

Unknown

This site is located on a prominent gravel manteled bedrock knoll 25 0
meters south of the Till Creek/John River confluence . The river lie s
125 meters to the east and 100 meters below the site elevation . Th e
knoll is perched at the edge of the river so that an excellent view i s
provided in all directions . WIS-159 is located almost directly acros s
the river .

Very little ground cover is present . Vetetation consists of variou s
low growing alpine species, with mosses and some low woody and herbaceou s
plants making up the majority of the 25% vegetation cover .

The site was located as the result of surface reconnaissance and consist s
of a cluster of 50 low quality black chert flakes . The lithic materia l
covers an area 1 meter 2 and suggests cobble reduction as the source of
the flakes . No other cultural material was observed .

Site signiticance is of a lo c ~̀fina ' - and ' ear eh—potential appeal to be

low . At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any advers e
impacts .
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The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes temporal or cultural assessment .
The site's location suggests it served as a lookout .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appear s
low . At present the site does not appear to be threatended by any advers e
impacts .

WIS-16 9

NW1/4, NE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
Section 12

	

Lookout
T36N, R21W

Fairbanks Meridia n

Site Elevation :
1765 ft .

Site Age :
4000-1 1i
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The vegetation on the site is almost nonexistant except for the discontinuou s
lichen cover over the lag deposit which makes up the surface of th e
site .

The site was discovered during surface inspection . Two flakes of gray
chert and five flakes of black chert and half of a black chert side o r
endblade were observed thinly scattered over an area 35 meters 2 . Th e
artifact suggests at least one occupation of the site was by a culture o f
the Eskimo Continuum, probably between 4000-1000 years ago .

The site probably served as a lookout as it is situated so that gam e
movement in or out of the Yenituk/Walkaround Valleys could be easil y
monitored . Site significance is of a local nature and research potentia l
is low . At present the site does not appear to be threatened by an y
adverse impacts .
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WIS-17 0

Site Elevation :

	

NW1/4, NW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :

1750 ft .

	

Section 14

	

Lookou t
T35N, R21 W

Site Age :

	

Fairbanks Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
ca . 2500 years B .P ./Historic

	

Affiliation : Eskimo

This site is located on top of a flat bedrock outcrop 2 .0 kilometers
south-southeast of the confluence of the John River and Publituk Creek .

This portion of the valley is slightly more constricted than it is to th e
north where the bases of the mountains slopes have been truncated by th e
river allowing most of the terrain on either side to attain slope angle s

of 5°-15° . The terrain surrounding the site slopes somewhat steeply an d
is periodacally punctuated with bedrock outcrops similar to the one at the
site location .
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The view-from--th'is side i s ex-e ler -as it \selevated above the va l.._ ey
floor by more than 100 meters . To the north the view covers more than 7
kilometers of the John River Valley . The views to the south and eas t
are somewhat obstructed by rising terrain while the view to the wes t
encompasses the flood plain of the river .

The site was located as the result of surface reconnaissance . The surfac e
area of the site is roughly 100 meters 2 . The site contains both histori c
and prehistoric cultural materials . The historic aspect of the sit e

consists of ax cut alder or willow bough 1--two~o which lie in relativel y

Cl-oseroximity to what appears to be a tent ring . The remains of a
heart l i e 5 meters south of the tent ri .--Other rock structures a t

t-he ~site consist primarily of double or single boulders which may hav e
been used to weigh down a windbreak or may have served as shooting rests .
However, no cartridge casings were observed in the site area .

These rock features are located at the northern end of the site . At th e
southern end of the the site a wooden pipe bowl and partial stem, carved

from the local willow, was found .

The rock structures, the pipe, the—hearth, and possible tent ring
are presumed to represent late(prehistoric and/or h toric occupations )
of the site by Nunamiut Eskimo .

Prehistoric materials consist of two flakes of the ubiquitous blac k
chert, a quartzite cobble with an associated flake, one of three struc k
from end of this oblong cobble, and an obsidian end blade missing th e
tip . These materials were observed at the northern end of the sit e
within a 3 meter2 area .
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~undent in this area .
rceous pants, dwarf ,
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Hydration analysis of the obsidian end blade suggests the age of th e
artifact is ca . 2500 years . This date is in keeping with the artifact' s
morphology which indicates association with an Eskimo Continuum culture .

The site probably served in both historic and prehistoric times as a
hunting overlook . The face that the site is situated centrally, relativ e
to the valley axis, makes it a strategic location for observing and
intercepting game (caribou) passing through the valley . It is interesting
that the site has been utilized a number of times over the past thre e
millennia suggesting the reasons for the site's existance remain the sam e
today as 3000 years ago .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appear s
low . At present the site does not appear to the threatened by any advers e
impacts .
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WIS-170 (continued)
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WIS-17 1

Site

	

Elevation : NW1/4, SE1/4 Probable Site Type :
1800 ft . Section 11 Lookou t

T35N, R21W
Site Age : Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultura l

Unknown Affiliation :

	

Unknown

This site is located 1 .6 kilometers southeast of the John River/Publitu k
Creek confluence on the middle and most prominent of three bedrock outcrop s
which have been somewhat rounded by glacial activity . The site is located
on the promontory at the southern end of the outcrop .

The view offorded by this elevated site is unlimited to the north and south ,
up and down the John River Valley . The view of the immediate vicinity ,
within 1 kilometer of the site, is excellent in all directions .

The vegetation on the site is typical of well-drained localities wit h
low woody and herbaceous plants, grass, lichen, and moss . Dwarf birch
is also prominent in low lying surface depressions .
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The site was located as a result of surface reconnaissance . Twelve
black chert flakes were observed scattered over an area 24 meters 2
lying on, as well as protruding from, the vegetation mat/mineral soil o f
the site surface . The flakes appear to be the result of core or cobbl e
reduction . No test excavations were initiated, although, the possibility
of subsurface cultural material being present is good .

The elevated nature of the site and the presence of flaking debris suggest s
the site served as a lookout . The lack of diagnostic artifacts preclude s
cultural or temporal assessment of the site .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appears t o
be low . At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any
adverse impacts .

Site Elevation -
1565 ft .

Site Age :
Unknown

~Prob~ble Site T1pe :
Lookout

	

i

Probable Cultura l
Affiliation : Unknown

1/4 ,
ect
34N=3- -R21W

Fairbanks Meridia n

The site lies on the top of a small knoll which is perched on the edge o f
the Publituk Creek gorge . The site location is approximately 120 meter s
east of, and 15 meters higher in elevation than WIS-166 . The view from
the site is excellent extending at least 10 kilometers to the north, on e
kilometer to the south and valley-wide and east and west .

The majority of the surface of the site is vegetated by a sparse cover o f
grass, moss, lichen, low herbaceous plants and scattered dwarf birch an d
willow . Numerous, small mineral soil exposures are present .

Cultural material was located at the site through visual inspection . The
site consists of an area about 4 meters 2 . Several large flakes of th e
locally abundant black chert were found scattered about the area .

The site probably served as a lookout . The chert may have been picke d
out of the gravels at the site and worked while the person watched fo r
game .

Site significance is low except as the site relates to the local suite o f
sites . The site appears to be in little danger of adverse impact by
natural or human forces .



WIS-17 3

Site Elevation :

	

SW1/4, SE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :

1650 ft .

	

Section 2

	

Lookou t
T35, R21W

Site Age :

	

Fairbanks Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l

Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknown

The site lies atop a small kame which is roughly 40 meters in length an d

10 meters wide . WIS-166 lies 150 meters to the west while WIS-172 lies t o

the south at a distance of 100 meters . The top of the kame is easily 5 0

meters above the valley floor of the John River and Publituk Creek .

The view from the site is panoramic and extends up river a distance o f

10 kilometers .

The surface of the site is thinly and sporadically vegetated by grass ,
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Little else can be said about the site . Two different types of chert may

represent more than a single occupational event . No cultural or tempora l

assignment can be made for the site due to the lack of diagnostic artifacts .

The site appears to be in little or danger of impact from natural o r

human elements . The site's significance is low except as it relates t o

the local suite of sites .

WIS-17 4

Site Elevation :

	

SW1/4, SW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :

1750 ft .

	

Section 1

	

Lookou t

T35N, R21W

Site Age :

	

Fairbanks Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l

Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknown

The site is located on a till-mantled, terraced, bedrock outcro p

approximately 200 meters east of WIS-178 . At its closest, the John Rive r

lies 2 kilometers to the northwest . The deeply entrenched Publituk Cree k

lies 550 meters to the south while the mouth of the same creek lie s

slightly more than 2 kilometers to the west . The site is elevated about

100 meters above the John River Valley floor . From this elevation th e

site provides an excellent view of 360° . Yenituk Creek can by seen 8

kilometers to the north while views to the east and west extend to th e

valley walls . To the south the view is blocked by higher terrain abou t

1 kilometer distant .
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The surface of the site is relatively smooth and slopes slightly to th e
west . Roughly 90% of the surface is unvegetated and is composed o f

exposed mineral soil, spalls and plates of the shale bedrock as well a s
pebbles, cobbles and small boulders which comprise the glacial till .

Cultural material at the site was located through visual inspection o f

the surface . At the datum location two chert flakes, of the black materia l
locally abundant in the glacial gravels, were noted . Sixty meters from
datum on a bearing of 266° mag . a large biface fragment, also of the loca l
black chert, was observed protruding from the surface . At the biface
location some fragments of large diameter willow were observed but it i s
impossible to know , if the presence of the willow is the result of cultura l
activity .

The paucity of cultural remains at this site may indicate its associatio n
with WIS-183, an exceptionally large site, located 200 meters to the west .

Site si g
the loc a
low . At
impacts .

s low -ex-e t as the si t is re l
sea-cr pottn l al at t 's site a
e sitedoes-;not ap e rl to be th

atrtodthec	 sites i_r
pp a rs to be extrerrrel y
reatenel by any adjers e

Biface Fragment

WIS-174
Artifacts - Actual Siz e

Cross Section



WIS-17 5

Site

	

Elevation : SW1/4, NW1/4 Probable Site Type :
2080 ft . Section 12 Lookout

T35N, R21W
Site Age : Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultura l

Unknown Affiliation :

	

Unknown

The site is located atop an east-west oriented linear bedrock featur e
which lies about 200 meters above the John River Valley floor . The Joh n
River lies 2 .5 kilometers to the west-northwest and WIS-174 lies slightl y
more than a kilometer away in the same direction . The confluence of
Publituk Creek and an unnamed northern tributary lies 400 meters due south .
Although well elevated, the site is tucked far enough back into th e
mountains that the view is restricted to the Publituk Creek/John Rive r
confluence and the first 3 kilometers of the Publituk Creek drainage .

The surfac

	

ph`gl og o
bedrock is mant 1 withltil l
result of epre si ins an d—o
height . Tlie der si ns ar
dwarf birc .	 sit i~ ro
plant cover . -Many ar	 s of dxpbse

i n origin ih that thej
y [in appearance as the
epth toga meter i n
l y -W1ttr willow and
a. thin and discontinuou s

r~ present .

	

L_

It was in these exposures of mineral soil that cultural material wa s
noted . Cultural material was located in two areas of the site ; around
datum location at the eastern end of the site and 65 meters from datu m
on a bearing of 284° mag . At datum an area 4 x 7 meters produced numerou s
flakes of black, green, and gray chert as well as several flakes of
obsidian . In addition this location produced three large black and on e
gray chert biface fragments . Associated with the biface fragments is a
possible obsidian microblade fragment . The second locality, to the wes t
of datum, covers an area less than a meter square and contains a
small scatter of less than a dozen black chert flakes .

Two test pits were excavated : #1 a meter south of datum and #2 on e
meter west of datum . Both test pits were 15 cm 2 and excavated to a
depth of 8 cm . Test pit #1 produced a black chert biface fragment whil e
both test pits produced several black, gray, and green chert flakes .

The site seems best suited to have been a game lookout, quite possibl y
associated with caribou hunting in the Publituk drainage . The variety
of lithics present, dominated by the local black chert, suggests mor e
than a single occupational episode occurred at the site . Although n o
definite diagnostic artifacts were observed, the presence of a microblad e
(possible) may indicate a minimum age for the site of ca . 2000 year s
B .P .

Site significance is low except as the site may be related to activitie s
at a major site, WIS-183, some 1600 meters to the west-northwest . At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .
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WIS-175 (continued)

WIS-l7 5
Artifacts - Actual Siz e

Biface Fragment s

Black Chert

Cross Section

Black Chert

Black Chert

Cross Section

Black Chert

Gray Cher t

Cross Section

Cross Sectio n
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WIS-17 6

Site

	

Elevation : SE1/4, SE1/4 Probable Site Type :
1500 ft . Section 2 Lookou t

T35N, R21W
Site Age : Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultura l

Unknown Affiliation :

	

Unknown

The site lies on one of a series of bedrock outcrops slightly more tha n
100 meters east of WIS-172 and about 250 meters southeast of WIS-183 . A
deeply entrenched portion of Publituk Creek lies 60 meters to the sout h
and 40 meters below site level . The confluence of the John River an d

Publituk Creek lies 1 .5 kilometers to the west northwest of the site .

The view from the site is panoranmic . To the north the valley can b e
viewed for a distance in excess of 6 kilometers . To the west the view i s
limited a

	

the vclle

	

1 while o the south higher_0rouudaindts .
the vieH t ai meter or-less

	

Rou 1

	

kilomet rs of the Publityk__ J
drainage can bed s en to LheJas .

The site 1 i es bin

	

east-aes t endi

	

~t~al till manTel ed bedrock
outcrop pe : Lt14CI h the north r ed

	

--Qf th

	

ublituk Creek gorge . Th e
outcrop 1 roughly 100-meter	 1 ng and avergg s 1520 meters in

	

.-J
width . The surface is quite even, although, overall it slopes gently t o
the west . The site surface is thinly vegetated by a cover of moss ,
lichen, grass clumps, low herbaceous plants, and in low spots robus t
growths of dwarf birch and willow . At least 50% of the site's surface
is exposed mineral soil . containing the pebbles, cobbles, and small boulder s

of the till as well as platey spalls of the shale bedrock .

Although the location is an ideal spot for either a camp and/or a lookou t
the site appears to have been infrequently used . This may be due to th e
fact the WIS-183, 250 meters to the north, so dominates the local are a
that surrounding site locales were little used . The site consists of a
thin scatter of about a dozen chert waste flakes covering an are a

of 1 meter2 . The flakes are small and are of the local black chert . No
formal artifacts were observed .

The lack of diagnostic material precludes any cultural or tempora l

assesment . Very probably the site is associated with activity at WIS-183 .

Site significance is low except as the site fits into the general sit e
pattern of the local area . The site does not appear to be thereatened by

any adverse impacts .



WIS-17 7

Site

	

Elevation : S£1/4, NE1/4 Probable Site Type :
1800 ft . Section 11 Lookou t

T35N, R21W
Site Age : Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultura l

Unknown Affiliation :

	

Unknown

This site is located atop a bedrock outcrop 200 meters south of Publitu k
Creek and 1 .6 kilometers east-southeast of the creek's confluence wit h
the John River . The west and northwest facing slopes of the outcrop ar e
composed of a slope of bedrock rubble .

Vegetation on the site is sparse, with low growing alpine and ericaceou s
plants covering roughly 50% of the surface . The view from the site i s
unlimited to the north and extends for over two kilometers to the west .

-b rising 4e.r-ra-'

	

(-

	

--

The location of the site suggests it served as a lookout . Site significanc e
is of a local nature and research potential is low . At present the site
does not appear to be threatened by adverse impacts .

WIS-17 8

Site Elevation :

	

SW1/4, NE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
1710 ft .

	

Section 1

	

Lookou t
T35N, R21W

Site Age :

	

Fairbanks Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknown

This site is located on a large rock outcrop 2 kilometers northeast o f
confluence of Publituk Creek and the John River . The John River lies 80 0
meters to the west of the site and a large site, WIS-183, lies 725 meter s
to the south . The view from the site extends for roughly 5 kilometers u p
and down the John River Valley . The views to the east and west encompas s
the valley walls . The outcrop exhibits a sheer face on the west which i s
elevated 12 meters above the surrounding country .

Vegetation at the site is rather sparse as much of the surface is expose d
mineral soil, gravel, cobbles, small boulders, and fractured bedrock .
Erosion is active at the site as the result of slope wash and groun d
squirrel burrowing .

Views to h and--east-ar block e

The site was di cowered qyrlOg urfa c
gray chert flak was observed, ear t
other cultural at'eriel vas bserved .
precludes `e!mpora1 or cu tur l ssesmen t
site suggests—It served s a l_e~kodt . /

ction of the area . A Isi gl e
rn ed e of-ou]crop . (qo
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he i te . The l ocat ilon i of th e

L__
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The site was located as the result of visual inspection of the surface .
A lanceolate projectile point of black chert was observed on a promontor y
on the west face of the outcrop . Fifteen small waste flakes of black
chert were observed in a shallow blowout/erosional depression 12 meter s
southeast of the projectile point . While it is reasonably well made the
projectile point appears to be unfinished . A small portion of the slightl y
expanding base is missing, presumably broken during manufacture, an d
there is little secondary edge retouch an no edge grinding . The nearby
waste flakes appear to have resulted from the manufacture of the projectil e
point . No subsurface testing was initiated .

The location of the site as well as the cultural material suggests tha t
it served as a lookout . The lack of diagnostic cultural material preclude s
cultural or temporal assessment of the site .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low . At
present :hr si

	

appea

	

suffering

	

om eros innal	 activi a,	 However ,
given the patrc~ty of calt~

	

m terial at he site no miticatiieaction_]
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WIS-17 9

Site Elevation :

	

NE1/4, NW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
1820 ft .

	

Section 12

	

Hunting Blind/Windbrea k
T35N, R21W

Site Age :

	

Fairbanks Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknown

This site is located roughly 250 meters southeast of WIS-174 and 400 meter s
north of Publituk Creek . The confluence of the John River and Publitu k
Creek lies about 2 kilometers to the west-northwest . The site lies o n
one of a group of ascending, till manteled, bedrock outcrops which begi n
slightly less than a kilometer east of the John River and rise up th e
east side of the valley along the northern margin of the Publituk Cree k
gorge .

The view

	

h site 1s-qui- e good .

	

era] kiLometPrs_Df t 4eJohn__
River vall n e seen a nd bel'~w tie Publ-tuk Creek confluence .__
The view t the we t is 'imit d only •y he valley all while the view t o
the east i obs ru tec 1CM- Meters dis a t b rising terrain . .

The sit a ea - s onfined tola mal ,

	

-

	

err cette of bedrock wi1ic h
is thinly c by cob-Wes, bl : and s'i . ►1 binders of glacial ]

origin . Vegetation is quite sparse and consists of moss, lichen, an d
grasses, and a robust clump of dwarf birch .

There is little doubt that the site is related to WIS-183 which lie s
slightly more than 500 meters to the west ,

The site consists of what appears to be a collapsed windbreak or blin d
similar to those present at WIS-183 . Two gray chert flakes were found 2
meters to the west of the blind . The blind/windbreak was made by standin g
on edge a number of flat, platey, slabs of shale bedrock and leanin g
them against a large squarrish boulder of limestone . The walls of th e
structure would have been about 2/3 of a meter in height and encompasse d
an area roughly 2 x 1 .5 meters .

Little else can be said concerning this site . The site ' s significance
is its probabale association with WIS-183 . The site appears to be in n o
danger from either natural or human forces .



Wl8-179 (continued)



WIS-18 0

Site Elevation :

	

NW1/4, NW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
1900 ft .

	

Section 2

	

Lookout
T35N, R21 W

Site Age :

	

Fairbanks Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknow n

The site lies on an abrupt bedrock outcrop which juts from the valle y
wall roughly 130 meters above the valley floor . The John River lies 700
meters to the east while the river's confluence with Publituk Creek i s
located approximately one kilometer to the south southwest .

The view from the site is excellent . To the north the John River valley
can be seen for a distance of several kilometers . To the south th e
valley can be seen in its entirity for a distance of more than eight
kilomete
extend s
be seen

The surfac of~th site is, n generl `as$ec , even aTtlib gh bumpy . The
bumps are

	

ere It of vege at ion Orp-tul t get ter and holding th e
thin soit"trr-mounds . -F4ach o t e s'urface (A- - he

	

i s exposed minera l
soil, bedrock, and bedrock spalls . Vegetation at the site consists of
moss, lichen, low herbaceous plants, grasses and scattered dwarf birc h
and willow . Frost action and the burrowing of ground squirrels ha s
initiated some minor erosion at the site . The western and souther n
faces of the outcrop offer some shelter in the form of small roc k
overhangs although there is no apparent evidence that they have bee n
used by humans or animals .

Cultural material was observed on surface thinly scattered over an are a
roughly 26 x 8 meters . The majority of the material was concentrated i n
the southwest quadrant of the site . This area is the promontory of th e
site and the location of datum . Cultural material consisted of wast e
flakes and artifacts of several varieties of gray and black chert . Th e
majority of the chert was of the black variety which is locally abundant
in the glacial grave-l-s . TWO artifacts-were noted : the basal section o f
a black chert la ceolate projectile point)lnd a portion of a black cher t
biface of the bl

	

pref-arm"variety :-The projectile point is basall y
thinned, and the base and edges are lightly ground .

Little else can be said about this site . There were no diagnosti c
artifacts noted and, therefore, no cultural or temporal assessment ca n
be made . Although the soil is thin, there is a good possibility that
some subsurface cultural material may be present . The fact that severa l
varieties of chert were present may indicate more than a single occupationa l
episode occurred at the site .

Due to its location, it is difficult to think of this site as bein g
anything but a lookout . The minor erosional activity at the site does not
seem to be affecting it adversly and it is doubtful that human impact s
will ever occur here .

rs .—h-e\ view 1r-the-w st is 1 i
fo ur y ` ever~al huff re mete r
asrwell a the s~iiteof arche
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WIS-180 (continued)

WIS-180
Artifact - Actual siz e

Site Elevates-o
1500 ft .

S1/ 4
ec '•

	

3 3
T35N, R21 S

Fairbanks Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l

Probable Sitq T,
Lookout

pe :

Site Age :
Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknown

This site lies on a gently northward sloping 125 meter long kame . Th e
kame is part of the chaotic morainal/kame topography which boarders th e
east side of the John River for several kilometers north of the confluenc e
of Wasted Lynx Creek . The site lies approximately 500 meters northeas t
and 70 meters above the confluence of Wasted Lynx Creek and the Joh n
River .

The kame upon which the site lies is one of the most elevated in thi s
area of dead-ice glacial features . The long axis of the kame run s
northwest-southeast, the top averaging 8 meters in width .

The view from the site is excellent . To the south the. Hunt Fork Valley
is visible while the views to east and west are terminated only by th e
valley wall . To the north the view is obstructed by higher terrain at a
distance of 1 kilometer .

The majority of the surface of the site is vegetated by a healthy growt h
of lichen, moss, grasses, and low woody and herbaceous plants . There ar e
sizable but scattered growths of dwarf birch and willow . Spruce trees t o
seven meters in height and up to 20 cm . in diameter are thinly an d
sporadically scattered over the site . There is some evidence of pas t
wildfire activity in the local area . A large spruce tree near the sit e
was cored with an increment borer, the resulting core indicating an ag e
of about 188 years .
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There are a few mineral soil exposures along the length of the kame and i n
one of these, on the prominence at the southern end some lithic cultura l
material was observed . The cultural material consisted of about a doze n
flakes of the locally abundant black chert scattered over a 2 meter 2
area . Another large black chert flake was observed on the western slop e
of the kame 90 meters from the flake scatter on a bearing of 300° mag .
No other cultural material was observed .

Because most of the surface of the site is vegetated there is an excellen t
possibility that subsurface cultural material is present . No diagnosti c
artifacts were observed at the site and therefore no temporal or cultura l
assessment can be made .

The site's location and cultural remains suggest that it served as a lookout .
It is difficult to assess site significance but at this level of investigatio n
significance appears to be limited to the site's relationship with other s
in the to

	

a . Thy site does not

	

ar to be_in	 Bang r o -~ mpact__
from either nau l or hwna-R fo ces .

	

L	

W

Site

	

Elevation : NW1/4, SW1/4 Probable Site Type :
1515 ft . Section 36 Lookou t

T36N, R21W
Site Age : Fairbanks Meridian Probable

	

Cultura l
Unknown Affiliation :

	

Unknown

This site lies on a terrace on the east side of the John River 2 . 8
kilometers north-northeast of the confluence of the river and Publitu k
Creek . The surface of the terrace is elevated 12 meters above the rive r
which lies 200 meters to the west . The view from the site is best t o
the south extending as far as the mouth of Publituk Creek . The views to
the east, west, and north are less extensive due to rising terrain .

The surface of the site is patchily vegetated by lichen, moss, and
scattered grass . Numerous mineral soil exposures are present, many
the result of ground squirrel activity .

The site was located as the result of surface inspection . A single wast e
flake of the ubigutous black chert was observed in a mineral soil exposure .
No additional cultural material was observed and no subsurface testin g
was undertaken .

The lack of diagnostic cultural material precludes cultural or tempora l
assessment . The site's location suggests it served as a lookout .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is ver y
low . At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any advers e
impacts .
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WIS-18 3

Site Elevation :

	

SE1/4, SEl/ 4
1700 ft .

	

Section 2
T35N, R21W

Site Age : Late

	

Fairbanks Meridia n
Prehistoric/Protohistoric

Possible Site Type :
Caribou Hunting/Seasona l
Base Camp

Possible Cultura l
Affiliation : Unknown, bu t
Possibly India n

This site is located on, around and about a prominent bedrock ridge 40 0
meters north of Publituk Creek and 1 .6 kilometers east of its confluenc e
with the John River . The village of Anaktuvuk Pass lies 37 kilometer s
north at the head waters of the John River .

This five hectare site covers a range of topographic elements includin g
(area "A") at the north facing slopes of the east trending schist bedroc k

ridge (are- .

	

the ryes-t—el-e- ated oval -Sshaped area atthe west end of , the
ridge an

	

") a b

	

r ghly r cta gular "lat_areaJcompr1sin th*
central and eas a

	

pertion

	

he ri g

	

The si,e [is well drained And win d
swept most comm nl, by tie pr ailin n r h wind .

The vegeta .-:-'

	

a oss the si e is p tq

	

~Qd low growing in expos d areas ,

and only slig

	

y more conti u s n es s e

	

sed_areas . Area "A' cDnsist s
mainly of exposed bedrock with abundent lichen growth, sparse grasses an d

patches of low growing dwarf birch . Mosses are the predominant groun d
cover for stable parts of the slope, but active rock weathering, slop e
processes, and strong prevelent wind from the north keep vegetation to a
minimum . Area "B" along its northern boundary is similar in overal l
character to area "A", but lacks appreciable slope . The leeward sid e
exhibits a fairly continuous grass/moss groundcover, with dwarf birc h
along the southern boundary . Frost action and wind have kept the western

end of the ridgetop virtually free of vegetation . Area "C" is characterize d
by a thin moss cover over a thin deposit of glacial till and glaciall y

scoured bedrock .

To the north of the site poorly drained tussock tundra is present, wit h
willow and alder occupying seasonal stream courses . The site is locate d
near or at both elevational and latitudinal tree line . Spruce are dens e
in the valley bottom of the John River west of the site but extend onl y
a few hundred meters north of the Publituk/John River confluence . Popla r
and birch also occupy the river bottom setting . Isolated stands of
poplar are present at least 9 kilometers north near Yenituk Creek .

The view from the site is variable . Area "A" is oriented toward the nort h
and the view in this direction is extensive, well over 5 kilometers .
Area "B" provides the most extensive view from the site, a 360° view fo r
more than a kilometer in any direction, and more than five in most directions .

Area " C " , like "A", has its best view to the north . The view west is blocke d

by the high ground of Area "B " and the views east and south, though extensive ,
are not as good .
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The site was discovered during surface inspection of the area and prove d
to be a very extensive and complex series of features . Over a period of
5 days in early June the site was surveyed and recorded . An area by
area description follows .

Area "A" :
Along the northern flank of the east trending ridge at least 20 individua l
circular, semi-circular or one-sided rock-stacked features were found .
Seven separate groups of features were identified and span 250 meter s
along the east-west lobe of the ridge . Group #1 at the northwest corne r
of the site is composed of a T configuration of five rock-stacked features .
These features are presumed to be hunting blinds and will be referre d
to as "blinds" in the remainder of this report . At the northwest corne r
of the site is a steep bedrock cliff over 5 meters in height . An apro n
of debris and rubble occurs at its base sloping generally northwestwar d
at 15-20° . At the base of the apron, three circular blinds oriente d
along a nurLhe t 1in are sp ced evenl

	

t 50-75	 cm . interval _fc_orn one
another . E-c$me sur s

	

ly one me er ' s diamete

	

(L he all hei gth s
are similar at 'SO- 0

	

.L Th s ructu al el ments are blocks of bedroc k

debris der'ved iron t e apron . In g e a

	

he blocks -

	

rectagular o r

h
simply angular .

	

ar bffc s rubs n

	

bu t moss .

	

•ccupy the
interior of t es bli ds . B hi d t e

	

ee bli ids and up the debr s
apron to

	

utheas at inter al	 o 10 a

	

15 me•ers and elevationa l
measurements of 2 and 5 vertical meters lie the remaining two feature s
of this group . Both appear to have been constructed by removing block s
from the apron and stacking them around the subsequent cavity producin g
much deeper blinds than the three at the foot of the slope . Also thes e
features are roughly square with diameters less than one meter, but wit h
depths exceeding 0 .5 meters . Other than the features themselves n o
other cultural meterials were observed at group #1 .

Group #2, located between 30 and 70 meters east of group #1, is compose d
of two circular blinds and one possible cache . The slope angle of th e
ridge lessons to the east and the debris apron is much broader and slope s
northward at an angle of 5-10° . At 30 and 70 meters east of group # 1
are located individual blinds of similar construction to these describe d
from the lower three blinds of group #1 . The possible cache, locate d
midway between the two blinds of group #2, was built into a natural
fracture of a very large bedrock block . The fracture opening measure s
2 .5 x 1 .0 x 1 .3 meters (east-west x north-south x depth) . Sheet-lik e
slabs of bedrock measuring up to 1 .7 x .75 x .10 meters apparently served
as roofing . Several narrow poles of spruce, 50-60 cm . in length an d
one large segment of spruce measuring one meter in length and 15 cm . i n
diameter . were found in the cavity . The largest piece was wedged betwee n
a roof slab and the base of the pit possibly serving as a structura l
member . The large spruce pole exhibits, at one end, clear evidence o f
ax cuts . The ax blade used to modify the log left distinctive mark s
indicating a blade length of between 4-5 cm . No other cultural material s
were observed in the cache or blinds .



Group #3 is located 25-40 meters east of group #2 and consists of fou r
circular blinds constructed of blocks removed from the 10-20° slopin g
debris apron and stacked around the subsequent cavity . These blinds ar e
the largest and most detailed of any blinds at the site . Each blind i s
spaced roughly 12 meters apart and these are oriented in such a way tha t
their configuration forms a rhomboid shape, 25 meters (N-S) x 15 meter s
(E-W) . They measure roughly 1 .5 meters in diameter and .75 meters i n
wall height .

Group #4 is located 20-25 meters east of group #3 on the west side o f
the saddle that leads onto the broad flat area comprising area "C" .
These two blinds are oriented to the east, facing the saddle area . On e
has been excavated from the talus slope, is square and measures 1 . 5
meters across with a wall height of 0 .5 meters . The other blind consist s
of a single slab measuring 1 x .4 x .05 meters and was apparently propped
up to form a single wall blind facing east .

Group #5 i .

	

at d acro s-t

	

addle O m ters e st	 of-g up i4-where..-Il
large bedrock b oc s hav sell d off t

	

f at to pei	 bedrock platea
leading south a ro s area "A"

	

The

	

e a s

	

pro ucedbylthis exfol atio n
provide abunde

	

over but t1e nly de

	

fi ble linds are individu 1
rock-stacks; gen ally one side an 1pw, nd gro ped in pairs . The e feature s

hose

	

erved further west .

ThirtyThirty meters northeast of group #5 are two blinds similar in characte r
to those to the west . These blinds are oriented on a north-south line an d
measure approximately 1 meter across with wall heights of 0 .4 meters .
Both are roughly circular in shape, but are not as well defined as th e
blinds to the west .

Fifty meters east of group #2 is a bedrock outcrop which forms the easter n
side of a second smaller saddle leading south to area "C" . A 3 meter
long fracture, running north-south in the outcrop creating a gap with a
1 .5 meter high bedrock wall, provides excellent cover from the northwest .
Four boulders were stacked at the southern end of the fracture extendin g
the blind to the south . A line of rock cairns (inuksuk) leads sout h
from this blind for approximately 30 meters . These cairns are compose d
of three to four boulders spaced at 3 to 4 meter intervals . The blind
and inuksuk comprise group #7 .

Beyond group #7 to the east the ridge is less well defined and the terrai n
is rising in general in this direction . No further features were observed .

Area "B" :
The most elevated portion of the ridge is located at its west end . Thi s
portion of the site measures 75 meters (east-west) by 40 meters (north-south) .

At the northwest and southwest corners of the ridge, two black cher t
flakes were located in deflated areas . Several large slabs of bedrock
were found on the highest part of the ridge top . These slabs wer e
overlapping one another in a way that indicated a cultural modification .
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Two of the largest slabs were lifted exposing several caribou long bon e
fragments in a good state of preservation . It is unclear whether thi s
is truly a cultural feature, but the large size of the slabs and th e
lack of others like them in the area, i .e . the context, suggests this i s
a cultural feature .

Area "C" :
The most extensive part of the site covers the central and souther n
portion of the ridge which is a broad, relatively flat area measurin g
75-100 meters (north-south) x 100 meters (east-west) . At the souther n
end of this area a spur of the -ridge extends to the south for 5'1-7 5
meters . A series of at least(ten features termed "dwelling unite" wer e
found both in groups of two o r-'t-4r6e as well as i ndr tdua+l—features .

Beginning at the northern end of area " C " , nearest the saddle of area "A" i s
a group of three dwelling units (6,7,8) . The dwelling units are characterize d
by a centrattyLcate

	

of fire- accked rock- -ommon assaci-aced__ ,
with calcinredT on and w

	

fl kes of e't er green chert(8),_ht4c k
chert (6,7) or uartz crsta(/ ) . T e

	

lakes arnot numerous on th e
ground surace, bu mcy occur4n mor a u d .,nce within fie thin vegetatio n
mat . A pe imet r of bed oc s abs

	

d

	

ck are present- at distance s
of one to -wee rs fro th a ge ~f

	

- ea ths . In general the feature s
resemble tent-Tt ngs but re a- er ' • di ame .

	

tha_most tent ri nc,_
found in the Central Brooks Range, and have less well defined circula r
perimeters . The diameters range from 4 to 5 meters . The hearths are
large covering an area between 2-3 meters 2 and are marked by tightl y
grouped concentrations of fire-cracked rock . The eastern two feature s
(6,7) clearly show three superimposed hearths, circular in outline, wit h
the largest in the center of the dwelling unit along a north-south line .
This may indicate re-use of these features . The western dwelling uni t
(8) has a linear hearth spanning 2 .2 meters (north-south) x 1 .5 meters
(east-west) . All three dwelling units have two or three large bedroc k
blocks displaced from the northern . The significance of these blocks i s
possibly related to wind direction, strong from the north, and may hav e
served as anchors for a semi-conical skin structure . Each hearth als o
has two or three blocky cobbles near its center . Beneath these rock s
bone fragents in a fairly good state preservation were observed . Thes e
bones were either unburned or only slightly charred and much larger tha n
the scattered bone fragments in and around the hearths . Beneath a roc k
at the southern end of the dwelling #6 a small scrap of hide with fu r
attached wa found:, The fur was tentatively identified in the field a s
beaver . In' the cent al feature (#7) at site datum, a small bone awl wa s
found . Tw& tch-tho were located near the northern perimeter of dwellin g
(#6) . The 4r-i o ts''Eul tural materials were found within the permeter o f
the dwelling units, and were generally in close proximity to the central hearths .

Five meters to the east of this group of dwelling units, running eigh t
meters to the south and two meters wide, a concentration of bones an d
bone fragments was observed . A thicker moss•ground cover as well as lo w
growing dwarf birch and willow attest to the enriched organic content o f
the soil which may be indicative of a small midden deposit .
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Just south of this area is a poorly defined feature of abundant surfac e
bone fragments and bedrock blocks (#4) arranged in no particular pattern .
No indication of a hearth was noted and the nature of this feature i s
unknown . At the southern edge of the main part of area "C" on a sligh t
rise, is a large dwelling unit (#5) . The hearth in this unit span s
nearly 4 meters (north-south) x 1 .5 meters (east-west) with two larg e
bedrock blocks on either side of its center . The rocks comprising th e
perimeter of the dwelling unit are predominantly along the north an d
south ends of the hearth area in lines running east-west . The northern
line is seven meters long and the southern line is 5 meters long, convergin g
toward the western side of the feature . Two large rocks are locate d
east of the hearth . area, giving the general dimensions to the feature o f
4 meters (northsouth) by 5 meters (east-west) . A concentration of
black chert flakes within a meter west of the north end of the heart h
lay at the base of a boulder . A black chert core was located two meter s
south next to the hearth, surrounded by additional flakes . Abundant
bone fragments'w-ere scattered ithin th- -arth arid attlae-i sou :he n--end—,
of the featur

	

L-3
	 	 1 _1

Fifty meters to th east, acr s a g 1 y at the 4outher n	 end of arec "C" ,
is a feature (# )

	

asur ng

	

x 4 me er

	

t a c nthal hearth which i s
smaller ' n size

	

an tho e t t e w :st . S ly two bo a fragments wer e
observed

	

e surface, whit

	

s . -~stly

	

' in

	

mat of moss Ind
caribou lichen . A green chert retouched flake, a quartz crystal flak e
and a black chert flake were located around the southern end of th e
feature . The perimeter rocks appear to be circular in outline and ar e
more numerous along the northern side .

To the northeast, following the rising terrain for 45 meters, a featur e
(#10) quite similar to those to the west and south in size and shape wa s
located . This feature exhibited a central hearth containing bone fragment s
and black chert flakes .

The spur ridge which runs south for 50-75 meters beyond the main part o f
area "C" accounted for more dwelling units (# ' s 1,2) and between thes e
two features a third smaller concentration of rocks was located . Thi s
portion of the site is more protected from the north winds, and a fairl y
robust moss cover occurs within the features, thus obscuring the centra l
hearth area . The presence of the large blocks associated with the hearths ,
however, was observed . To varify the presence of a central hearth a 2 0
cm2 test pit was excavated in the center of the eastern feature (#1) .
Below a 5-10 cm . thick moss cover fire-cracked rock, charcoal, burne d
bone, black chert and quartz crystal flakes and four fragments of
an antler projectile point were recovered . These fragments fit togethe r
to form the distal and part of the mid-section of a well-made projectil e
with a diamond-shaped cross-section . The silty-loam below was an oxidize d
reddish brown grading into an unaltered sandy-silt which capped the
till . At the north end of this feature a large rock was lifted from th e
surrounding moss and revealed an additional hearth matrix, including tw o
basal fragments of a second antler projectile point . The presence of a
large interior hearth was then verified, and the diameter of the dwellin g
unit is 4 x 4 meters, which is comparable to the others to the north . A
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quartz crystal core was found at the north end of the feature lying nex t
to one of the perimiter rocks .

Five meters west of #1 is dwelling unit #2 . This unit also has a robus t
moss cover in its interior, however, no testing was conducted to verif y
the presence of a central hearth . Two large blocky rocks were locate d
in the center of the feature which may indicate the presence of a hearth .
The dimensions of this unit are roughly 3 x 3 meters, with the majorit y
of the perimeter rocks along the north side . The nature of the roc k
concentration between these two features of unknown, but may represent a
hearth .

This site presents several interesting questions regarding its age ,
cultural affiliation and number of occupations . Clearly the site wa s
used for hunting caribou . Given the location of the blinds along th e
northern side of the site ridge, and the fact that in the fall the caribo u
herds are--tread-i-

	

sou h, one fight inf - he site was_ 	 used during the._	
fall in orler o'nte ce

	

e igrati g c ribou . Atso .the rellativell__j
high numbed of 'blind' f atur~es (20) n d llings units (10) might
support the con en ion that t se fe ~u a

	

re contemporaneous, part of
the same occupa i nal ep'so (s) .

	

p

	

em arisses ; how ver, as shootin g
blinds are of en orrEla ed it th

	

rea°ms, and the dwelli g
units clearly . ndicat

	

-o ier"ted t

	

noingy . The possibi .l_ y
of a "mixed" technology, however, can not be entirely dismissed withou t
further research . Dating the samples of charcoal collected from th e
various dwellings may shed some light on these questions .

The question of cultural affiliation is also a difficult one to answer .
The dwellings are atypical of most known tent rings in the Brooks Rang e
in terms of size and the presence of large interior hearths . Alsp,
three boulder spall scrapers (Tch-thos) were observed within tw 'of th e
dwelling units . Such artifacts are most typically associated with Athapasca n
material culture . The location of the site at latitudinal tree l~

	

ay
or may not be coincidental, but generally the extent of the Athapasca n
sites are confined to areas within or proximal to forested terrain .

The site is not currently being impacted by natural or cultural forces .
Further research at this site would help in making a determination o f
elegibility for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places .
Adverse impact at this site should be mitigated .
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WIS-183 (continued)
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WIS-183 (continued)
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WIS-183 (continued)
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WIS-183 (continued)
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WIS-18 4

SiteSite Elevation :

	

SE1/4, SW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
1510 ft .

	

Section 2

	

Lookout/Cam p
T35N, R21W

Site Age :

	

Fairbanks Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknown

This site is located on the north side of Publituk Creek on an ancien t
terrace remnant which projects westward into both the John River an d
Publituk Creek flood plains . The confluence of the creek and river lie s
800 meters to the west of the site and a large site, WIS-183, lies 80 0
meters to the east . The site offers an excellent view to the nort h
encompassing at least 6 kilometers of the John River Valley . The view t o
the west overlooks the flood plain of the river and the valley wall . To
the east and south the view is limited to several hundred meters b y
rapidly rising

	

rriar .

About 80q of th site i s[ cov';re by a t n •ut heal t(ny mat of liche n
moss, and grass w'th scatter

	

low er a e~us plants ana~ cl umps cf dwarf
birch . Scatter d mineral so`ll and • a

	

osuras are present, rros l y
on the nor-Awest faci r g sl opl_

L_J
The site was located through visual inspection of the surface . Thre e
large flakes of black chert were observed in a mineral soil exposure nea r
the western end of the terrace . No additional cultural material wa s
noted on surface and no subsurface testing was undertaken .

The site ' s location suggests that it could have served as a lookout and/o r
camp . The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes any temporal or cultura l
assessment of the site .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low . At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .

WIS-18 5

Site Elevation :

	

SW1/4, SW1/4

	

Probe Site Sype :
1525 ft .

	

Section 12

	

Look u t
T35N, R21W .

Site Age :

	

Fairbanks Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknown

This site is located on the western edge of an old river terrace whic h
was formed by the action of both the John River and Publituk Creek . Th e
edge of the terrace lies 375 meters east of the modern channel of th e
John River and 30 meters above flood plain level . Publituk Creek lie s
350 meters north of the site . The view offered by the site to the nort h
and the south is quite good extending between 4 and 6 kilometers . To the
east and west the valley walls limit the view to a distance of one kilometer .
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Vegetation at the site consists mostly of cotton grass tussocks with som e
moss and lichen present along the terrace edge . A few scattered spruc e
trees are present as well as some dwarf birch and willow. Most of the
site area is vegetated, although, along the terrace edge there are numerou s
mineral soil exposures resulting from ground squirrel activity and therma l
degradation .

T

	

site was discovered as the result of visual inspection of the surface .
Eighteen flakes of black and gray chert were observed in a 2 meter 2
Mineral WI exposure on the terrace edge . No additional cultural materia l
was observed in the area and no subsurface testing was undertaken .

The site's location suggest that it served as a lookout . The lack of
diagnostic artifacts precludes any cultural or temporal asessment .
However, the variety of lithic material at the site may indicate tha t
more than—vng—occupati-onal---event occurr -= there .	

:h potential appear s
Ireatene i by any 'ad'iers e

WIS-186

Site

	

Elevation : NE1/4, SE1/4 Probable Site Type :
1650 ft . Section 14 Lookout

T36N, R21W
Site Age : Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultura l

Unknown Affiliation :

	

Unknown

This site is located 200 meters southwest of the Yenituk Creek/Joh n
River confluence on a descrete knoll, 100 meters west of river . A large
accumulation of talus lies on the mountain slope directly behind site .
The surrounding terrain slopes gently to the east with an abrupt slope
at the river's edge .

The surface of the knoll is only partially vegetated . Vegetation consist s
of grasses, low woody and herbaceous plants, dwarf birch, and tussoc k
tundra which surrounds site . The view is reasonably good in all direction s
except to the west where the mountains block the view .

The site was located by inspection of the surface . Two black..__chert_ fIa s
were found atop the knoll in an area of 150 meters 2 . The lack of diagnosti c
artifacts precludes temporal or cultural assessment of the site . Th e
site's location suggests that it served as a lookout .

Site significance is of a local nature and the research potential is low .
At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .

i s of a lo ~cal) natur : 4'r\d esea r
e i t d—Toea not a• r e r\\ is be t

- 72 -



WIS-18 7

Site Elevation :

	

NW1/4, SW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
1480 ft .

	

Section 5

	

Lookout
T34N, R21W

Site Age :

	

Fairbanks Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknow n

This multi-locality site is located on a low east-west trending ridge whic h
dog legs to the south near its western terminus . The site lies 1 kilomete r
west-northwest of the tight bend in the John River just above its confluence
with "Kukluk Creek" and 1 .7 kilometers north of Hunt Fork Lake . The
view from the site is good to the north but is limited, by trees, to th e
local area in all other directions .

The site area is vegetated by scattered spruce, stunted birch, dwarf
birch, caritrotu-lichen,--er wbe-rry, and thr low woodyand4erb.aceaus .p_lants .
Vegetation co r abut

	

f\he sur ace of the(site `_ U vegetated
areas occur aro n the b ses of) some f h spruc tlrees and as tr e
result cf groun s ui rre — urrdwi ng .

	

1

A
L

The stt--~--wa-s--i-oc ed s he esult f vis ea-~ l insp ction of the surface .
(Flake sd'atter~ of the	 to all 	 a un

	

black her	 cccur sporadical ]
along the central portion of the ridge . About 20% of the flakes exhibi t
cortex suggesting cobble reduction was occurring at the site . No diagnosti c
artifacts were located, therefore, no culutral or temporal assessment of
the site can be made . The location of the site suggests that it served a s
a lookout . The presence of five descrete flake scatters suggests that the
site experienced a number of occupational events .

Site significance is of a local nature an research potential appears t o
be low. At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any
adverse impacts .	 	 1/4

	

.

S -

5 u

	

cE )A

	

5c.AttC.R.
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W I S-18 8

Site

	

Elevation : NW1/4, NW1/4 Probable Site Type :
1250 ft . Section 8 Unknown

T34N, R21W
Site Age : Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultura l

Unknown Affiliation :

	

Unknown

This site is located at the western end of an east-west trending, well-drained

terrace edge . The John River is downslope 200 meters to the east-southeast ,

and its confluence with the Hunt Fork is 1 .6 kilometers to the southwest .
Hunt Fork Lake lies 3/4 of a kilometer to the southwest of the site .

The site w s djco ered zs r sult q s

	

e inspction:] Beneath the
upturned rdots of a fallen s rue

	

~fl : -

	

f black chert were obser ed .

Two 20 cn2 Les pits were exc

	

te•

	

a det of J.1 cm ., one, 1 mete r
east of the surface flakes, the other 5 meters to the southwest . Bot h
test pits proved to be culturally sterile . Several ax and saw cut tre e
stumps were observed in the site area and indicate a period of more recen t

use .

The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes any temporal or cultura l
assessment of the site . The function of the site is unknown, although ,
its close proximity to the river may indicate it was a short term camp .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appears t o
be low . At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any

adverse impacts .

WIS-18 9

Site

	

Elevation : SW1/4,

	

NE1/4 Probable Site Type :
1149 ft Section 7 Camp

T34N, R21W
Site Age : Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultura l

Unknown Affiliation :

	

Unknown

This site is located on a relativey flat-topped, lake-edge, bluff o r
terrace which parallels the northeastern shore of Hunt Fork Lake . Th e
bluff is composed of a somewhat sandy, well-drained soil which overlies a
matrix of glacially deposited gravel, cobbles, and boulders intersperse d
with some slabs of the local schist bedrock . The bluff, as well as th e

The vegetation at the site consists of spruce, paper birch, dwarf birch ,
lichen, crowberry, cranberry and other low herbaceous and woody plants .
The surface of the site is completely vegetated . Evidence of past wildfir e
activity is atn ndant . --The-vie from th' site is b4st-to	 to s

	

a1_though

it is quit

	

cu ed by T

	

All of er irections affo~ on

	

__
minimal vi~w~
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500 meter long lake, appear to have been formed by the Hunt Fork whe n
that river flowed 700 meters north of its present channel and against th e
steeply rising southern flank of Cairn Mountain . The bluff is roughl y
350 meters in length and extends westward from a point 50 meters east o f
the east end of the lake . The top of the bluff lies 15 meters above th e
lake and its southern face plunges very steeply to the water's edge . Of f
the northern side of the bluff the terrain rises gently at first gradin g
into wet, hummocky/tussock tundra, scattered black spruce and hybri d
birch and then rises more abruptly toward the mass of Cairn Mountain .
The bluff is widest, about 50 meters across, at the location of the USGS
bench mark "Hunt Fork" located roughly 100 meters west of the east end o f
the bluff . The width of the bluff tapers to no more than 5 meters a t
both ends and averages about 35 meters over the majority of its length .

The surface of the bluff is about 90% vegetated . The understory consist s
of a thin mat of moss, lichen, clumps of grass and a variety of low wood y
and herbaceous lants .—fine-

	

nd shru . 'ncluding-6-1-a-c-k-a9d whitespruc ,
dwarf birch

	

w' 11o%,

	

.w, alder, b' r h, and a few-po lart,-a-r_e irhini y
scattered over he bluff to• pr duci n%

	

o .en park-like aspect . Nunerous ,
small, unvegeta ed areas are s atter :d b ua, most being 4ssociated wit h

the break- gin-sl p alcng thbl ff's s

	

er edge, ground squirrel burrow s
or where trees h ve uFrooted as a r s It o1 pst 1 ildfire activity .

Several living spruce in the area were cored with an increment borer .
The cores suggested that the large spruce near the water's edge at th e
base of the bluff had survived the most recent burn, their ages bein g
ca . 200 years . The largest spruce trees on the top of the bluff appea r

to be ca . 100 years old and probably post date the most recent burn t o
occur in the area . Burned snags, stumps, and chunks of chared wood an d
charcoal are visible, scattered about the surface of the bluff .

The view from the site is excellent to the south encompassing Hunt For k
Lake, the confluence of the John River and the Hunt Fork and the Joh n
River Valley for a distance of more than 7 kilometers . To the wes t
approximately 6 kilometers of the Hunt Fork Valley is visible while t o
the north and east the view is blocked by rising terrain after a distanc e
of less than a kilometer .

The site was located as a result of visual reconnaissance of the surfac e
of the bluff . Evidence of human use of the locale is apparent dating fro m
prehistoric through modern times .

Evidence of prehistoric use is thinly scattered over the entire length o f

the bluff, with several concentrations apparent, which include artifact s
and waste flakes of blac.k,.-_gr--ay_, white, and brown chert, green rhyolite ,
dark gray basalt, an/black and re dish brown obsidian . In addition, th e
remains of several prehistoric he5l , ths were also observed . All of th e
prehistoric cultural material w observed on or protruding from th e

surface in unvegetated or very sparsely vegetated areas . At least fou r
concentrations of prehistoric cultural material were located along th e
bluff .
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Locality "B" lies at the eastern end of the bluff . Cultural material wa s
observed in an exposed area along a break-in-slope and in areas wher e
soil was exposed by uprooted trees . The area encompassed by locality
"B" is approximately 20 x 10 meters and relates only to exposed material .
No subsurface testing was initiated at this locality, however, subsurface
material may be present over a large area . Cultural material at thi s
locality included black and reddish brown obsidian and white, black, an d
gray chert waste flakes . Several of the obsidian flakes exhibited a
small amount of cortex . Several isolated pieces of fire-cracked rock were
also observed, although, it is impossible to determine, given past wildfir e
activity in the area, if their origin is cultural or natural .

Roughly 40 meters to the northwest of locality "B : lies locality "A3 " .
The surface cultural material at this locality covers an area of 5 x 1 0
meters and includes a number of black and gray chert waste flakes, a
large flake of green rhyolite (?) which may have been used as a tchi-tho ,

ion ofrfiNTe=crcked rock . The fire-crake-d rok--was--_ . .____.oigtr

	

l cally o•u t moss and-l--cben gtow t
30 m test pi w s excavated to a dept h

rock catScentr is a

	

produced,

	

additi o
dined oil, as ,

	

. c al, End- fragments o f
re-aff ct d m t 1Tt la at a depth sugges t

s curtural rat-her t

	

na

	

al in-` igin and probably repr4sente d
a prehistbr c_hearth .

Approximately 80 meters to the west of locality "A3 " lies locality "A2 " .
The most apparent features of the locality are two hearths, one moder n
and one prehistoric . The hearths are separated by 3 meters and ar e
surrounded by black chert waste flakes as well as modern cultural detritus .

Indications of modern use are present over the entire site as well as th e
general Hunt Fork area . However, the locality "A2 " is the locus of
the most intense modern use at the site . The area appears to have bee n
the base camp location of the USGS crew that established the "Hunt For k
VABM" in 1955 . This area of the site appears to receive use from bot h
subsistence hunters and trappers as well as recreationalists .

Hunt Fork Lake is often the drop-off point for park visitors floating th e
John River . A well established portage trail runs from the east end o f
the lake, passing just below the east end of the site, to the John River .

Seventy meters to the west of locality "A2 " lies locality "Al " . Thi s
locality consists of a thin scatter of waste flakes associated with a
scraper/knife and a large biface fragment all of black chert . Thi s
locality encompasses an area of 5 x 10 meters and lies athwart th e
the bluff's southern break-in-slope .

Roughly 40 meters to the north of locality "A l ", locality "A O " lies nea r
the northern margin of the bluff . This locality is quite probably a n
extention of locality "Al " but is not visually (surfically) connected .

and a c o
observe d
x 0 .75 m
cm in t h
fire-cra
bone .
that it

1 1 .5	
of 2 0

n to
burne d
ink
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Locality "AO " is the apparent locale of subsurface archeological testing
conducted by Jack Campbell in 1958. It appears that the vegetation ma t
had been cut into several strips and then rolled up like a carpet, exposin g
the organic/mineral soil in an area approximately 4 meters 2 . Cultural
material, which Campbell obviously did not collect, was observed in th e
soil still adhearing to the rolled up root mat and in the sparsel y
revegetated area from which the vegetation had been stripped . Cultura l
material consisted of numer--os large and small chunks and flakes of blac k
chert and a single rnicroblade fragment . The lithic cultural detritu s
could literally be measured by the pound, so numerous and large were som e
of the pieces .

Campbell (personal communication, 1985) has stated that this site is one h e
visited in 1958 during an archeological survey of the area and was th e
basis for the establishment of the,Toyuk Complex

	

Campbell, in his Ph D
dissertation, r orts LhaL the site 1r- . our air	 miles_aI-Qve he_canfluenc e
of the Joh t e Hunt , owever, y his adnisSto_n_ ~e lbcation__is l
incorrect . On he basis of 't test n (l•cality "AO") and examinatio n
Campbell noted ha tte, impo{ierishod o u * Site w as re resented b fe w
artifacts incl i g c ude c p ers, idro la es, a burin-like tool, n d
the base o--a-we

	

ma a 3roj stile poi

	

. Ca' pbe' l also noted that IFh e
site conLainedo org

	

., ma efal . a he,

	

refo.rf, felt it to de_ olde r
than Ipiutak but more recent than Denbigh (Campbell, 1962) .

Twenty-seven years later only slightly more data exists concerning th e
site . The presence of microblades suggests a minimum age of 2000 year s
BP for at least one occupation of the site . Evidence is too meager t o
allow any speculation regarding cultural associations .

The site is without question one of the few large manifestations to b e
located along the 80 kilometers of the John River Valley investigate d
during the summer of 1985. The evidence suggest that the site has bee n
used repeatedly over at least the last six or seven millennia . The site ' s
strategic location at the confluence of two major streams, as well as it s
view potential ; southern exposure, and well-drained stable geologi c
structure suggest its role was multipurpose . The site very probably wa s
used as both a long and short term camp and base of operations for a
variety of endeavors .

Site significance can be considered at least moderate in a regional sense .
The possibility_ of extensive subsurface cultural deposits renders researc h
potential high . At present the only adverse impact, possibly, threatenin g
the site is from recreational users . Recent human activities in the sit e
area appear to have had little negative effect with the possible exceptio n
of unauthorized collection of surface artifacts . However, past impact o f
this type is unmeasureable and therefore conjecture . Any adverse impac t
occurring at this site should be mitigated without delay .



WIS-188 (continued)
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WIS-19 0

Site

	

Elevation : NW1/4, SW1/4 Probable Site Type :
1900 ft . Section 34 Lookou t

T35N, R21W
Site Age : Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultura l

Unknown Affiliation :

	

Unknown

This site is located 2 kilometers east-northeast of the confluence o f
Wasted Lynx Creek and the John River approximately 300 meters north o f
creek . Here the deeply incised creek enters its canyon before reaching
the John River . The site is situated on a bench-like shale/limeston e
bedrock outcrop perched on the valley wall . The outcrop is oriented s o
that the best view of the surrounding country is toward the west and th e
open glacial terrain near the confluence of the creek and river . The
site lies well above the glacial topography to the west which graduall y
slopes toward

	

e river . ---

	

J

The vegetation t the site_), c mpose

	

w dwarf [birch along th e
margins of the u rop with & y scat e . , clump, patc* of moss ,
lichen, grass, an low herbs a us pan

	

n the surface .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low . At present
the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .

WIS-19 1

Site Elevation :

	

NW1/4, NE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
1325 ft .

	

Section 8

	

Cach e
T34N, R21W

Site Age :

	

Fairbanks Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
ca . 100 years B .P .

	

Affiliation : Unknown

This site is located on a bedrock outcrop on the south side of an unname d
creek which heads in the mountains near Pamichtuk Lake and flows eastward
into the John River . The confluence of the John River and the Hunt For k
lies 2 .5 kilometers to the southwest . The confluece of the creek and th e
river occurs 600 meters west of the site . The site lies on the westwar d
projecting point of the outcrop approximately 50 meters above the floo d
plain of the river .

The site overlooks the river flood plain which is vegetated by willow ,
spruce, poplar, and birch . The view to the north encompasses the Joh n
River Valley for about 6 kilometers . Views in other directions are
obstructed by trees . If the trees were not present the site would provide
a panoramic view .

A single clfet"t waste 'lake w s chencual serial observed_-a th e
site . The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes cultural or temporal assessment .
The site's location suggests that it served as a lookout .
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Vegetation at the site is quite robust and includes spruce, poplar, birch ,
willow, and dwarf birch . The understory is composed of moss, lichen, and
low woody and herbaceous plants . The thick vegetation is punctured alon g
the western edge of the site by exposures of bedrock . Evidence of past
wildfire activity is observable throughout the area .

The site was located as the result of visual inspection of the surface .
The site appears to consist of a single feature, a cache fashioned from a
natural cleft in a bedrock exposure . The cache measures 1 .0 x 0 .8 x 0 . 5
meters . It appears that most of the cap stones, slabs of bedrock, ha d
been removed at some time in the past and stacked neatly along the cache' s
northern edge . Two slabs of bedrock remained in place at the norther n
and southern ends of the cache . Supporting the southern slab was a shor t
stout, stick, obviously placed there as a structural member . A 10 cm .
thick moss layer lined the bottom of the cache, below which was froze n
soil . A 25 cm2 test pit was excavated to a depth of 20 cm ., 4 meters
east of the (AC-
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WIS-19 2

Site

	

Elevation : NW1/4, NW1/4 Probable Site Type :
1420 ft . Section 4 Lookou t

T34N, R21 W
Site Age : Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultura l

Unknown Affiliation :

	

Unknown

This site is located on the south side of Wasted Lynx Creek atop a knol l
which is part of the chaotic glacial topography surrounding the entrenche d
portion of the creek . The confluence of the creek and the John Rive r
lies about 200 meters to the west of this site . The site lies on the
promontory of the knoll, about 50 meters above the river flood plain, and
provides a fine vantage point . The view to the south is best, extendin g
down river as far as the Hunt Fork . The views to the north and east ar e
partially or completely blocked by rising terrain after a distance of
roughly or---ki-l-omet e r

The site was located as the result of visual inspection of the surface .
a 4 meter2 area at the northern end of the knoll contained a possibl e
microblade fragment, a flake core, and a dozen waste flakes . Thirty
meters to the south a single large chert flake was noted . All cultura l
material was black chert with the exception of a single flake of gray
chert . Two 20 cm 2 test pits were excavated to a depth of 8 cm . ; on e
adjacent to the flake scatter and the second 15 meters to the east . Bot h
test pits were culturally sterile .

The site's location suggests that it served as a lookout . The lack o f
diagnostic artifacts precludes temporal or cultual assessment .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appear s
low . At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any advers e
impacts .
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WIS-19 3

Site Elevation :

	

NW1/4, NW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
1530 ft .

	

Section 4

	

Lookou t
T34N, R21W

Site Age :

	

Fairbanks Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknown

This site lies on the spine of a kame in the chaotic glacial topography
which borders the south side of Wasted Lynx Creek . The confluence of th e
creek and the John River is about 350 meters to the west of the sit e
which lies roughly 85 meters above the valley floor . From its elevate d
position the site offers an excellent view to the south extending beyon d
the Hunt Fork . To the north the view is somewhat more restricted bein g
limited to about 2 kilometers by rising terrain . To the west the floo d
plain of the river and the valley wall are visible while to the east th e
view is reduce

	

o several iU red met rs by highe r—ground-t

The site was located as the result of visual inspection of the surface .
Cultural material was observed scattered along the unvegetated portion o f
the spine of the kame . A total of 18 flakes were noted, the majority o f
which were black chert . No subsurface testing was undertaken, however ,
some subsurface cultural material may be present .

The site's location and the cultural material suggest it served as a
lookout . The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes temporal or cultura l
assessment . The variety of lithic material present suggests more than on e
occupational event may have occurred at the site .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low . At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .

Vegetation in t e ite ah~a 3~o fists f ca tered stands of spruce, nd a
few birch find p pl r . L
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WIS-19 4

Site

	

Elevation : NE1/4, SE1/4 Probable Site Type :
1750 ft . Section 33 Lookout

T35N, R21W
Site Age : Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultura l

Unknown Affiliation :

	

Unknown

This site is located on the eastern edge of the chaotic glacial topograph y
which borders the entrenched portion of Wasted Lynx Creek . The site lie s
slightly less than 2 kilometers east of the creek's confluence with th e
John River, between two rocky spurs which project from the creek's souther n
bank . The site sits about 40 meters above the deeply entrenched cree k
and offers a good view in all directions except to the south .

Vegetation at the site consists of dwarf birch and alder on the slope an d
lichen, moss,

	

ass,

	

low herb .

	

us planTson the top	 of the_	
bank . The

	

t ion

	

arse a

	

tchy s) thatro6ghlly 71% ?fth e
surface of the it area is nv geta t

The sitE was 1 a ed thr ug visual n~pe~ti'n of tre `s .1 ace . CLltara l
material co-ns~st ng of m re 4han 20 b .

	

, h t f 1 akes was thinly scattere d
along tl-E-s-l-oge of th

	

nk

	

a

	

tance

	

ro .t.gtly 10 meters . _RD

subsurface testing was undertaken .

The site's location suggest that it served as a lookout . The lack o f
diagnostic artifacts precludes any temporal or cultural assessment of th e
site .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appear s
low . At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any advers e
impacts .

WIS-19 5

Site Elevation :

	

SW1/4, SW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
1300 ft .

	

Section 33

	

Lookout
T35N, R21W

Site Age :

	

Fairbanks Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknown

This site is located on the edge of an old cut-bank of the John River 15 0
meters north of the confluence of the river and Wasted Lynx Creek . The
active channel of the John River lies 200 meters west of the site . Th e
cut-bank is almost shear and is composed of weathered limestone an d
shale bedrock . The top of the bank stands 20 meters above the valley
floor . The view from the site is limited to the local area by surroundin g
trees and shrubs .
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Vegetation at the site consists of spruce, birch, poplar, willow, alder ,
and shrub birch . The understory consists of a healthy mat of lichen ,
moss, grass, and low woody and herbaceous plants . Vegetative cover i s
complete except along the break-in-slope at the top of the bank wher e
erosion has exposed a 2 meter wide strip of mineral soil .

The site was located through visual inspection of the surface . In th e
mineral soil exposure at the edge of the cut-bank, a single waste flake o f
gray chert was observed . No additional cultural material was noted an n o
subsurface testing was undertaken .

The location of the site suggests that it served as a lookout . The lac k
of diagnostic artifacts precludes any temporal or cultural assessment o f
the site .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low . At
present he sit does notapp r to be hr atened -b

	

verse -mime

1

s

I

Site

	

Elevation : SW1/4, NW1/4 Probable Site Type :
1480 ft . Section 33 Unknown

T35N, R21W
Site Age : Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultura l

Unknown Affiliation :

	

Unknown

The site lies roughly 1/2 kilometer due north of WIS-181 and 400 meter s
east of the John River . The confluence of the John River and Wasted
Lynx Creek lies 1 kilometer to the south and 70 meters below site elevation .
The site is located on a low lying kame amid an area of stagnant ic e
depositional features which occupies the western 1/2 of Section 33 .
Because this topographic feature lies lower than most of the surroundin g
terrain the view from the site is very limited except to the west wher e
a small portion of the river valley is visible as well as the wester n
valley wall .

The site area is quite flat, the small kame being almost square in shape .
Ninety percent of the surface of the site is unvegetated and appears to b e
somewhat deflated . What little vegetation is present, consists o f
clumps of grasses, lichen, moss, and low herbaceous plants . The margins
of the site support a relatively robust growth of dwarf birch and som e
willow .

Black and gray chert waste flakes are thinly scattered over the surfac e
of the site in a 15meter 2 area . The vast majority of the flakes are o f
the locally abundant black chert .
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Little more can be said about this site which probably served as a flakin g
station and may be associated with one of the other nearby sites . Eve n
though some subsurface material may be present the significance of th e
site is low except as it is associated with other local sites . The sit e
does not appear to be in danger from any natural or human impacts .

WIS-19 7

Site

	

Elevation : SE1/4, NW1/4 Probable Site- Type_;`
1550 ft . Section 33 Lookout;/Quarry

	

,2
T35N, R21W

Site Age : Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultura l
Unknown Affiliation :

	

Unknown

The site is

	

mposed a

	

ive : ali i-es . L .c lity	 'A" of the site_lies
on the highest topographic feature in the area, approximately 100 meter s
above the valley floor . An excellent view of the John River valley a s
far south as the Hunt Fork is available while the views to the north an d
east are limited to the local area . To the west the view is limited b y
the valley wall .

The surface of locality "A" is 75% vegetated . The vegetation mat, however ,
is quite thin and the pebbles, cobbles, and small boulders of the til l
often poke through . The steep sides of the kame are primarily expose d
till with just enough vegetation present to prevent serious erosion fro m
taking place . Vegetation at the site consists of grasses, moss, lichen ,
and low herbaceous plants . At the south end of the kame some willow and
small poplar are present . The surface of the kame is relatively leve l
and averages about 5 meters in width .

Cultural material consisting of several varieties of the local blac k
chert, white, gray, and green chert as well as several flakes of obsidian ,
one worked, were observed on and protruding from the surface .
While scattered over the 60 meter length of the kame the majority of th e
lithics (black chert) were concentrated near the promontory which i s
also the widest portion of the site . At this location cultural materia l
is thickly scattered over a 6 meter 2 area . There are many large flake s
and partially reduced cobbles of the local black chert present suggestin g
that the chert nodules were being quarried from the glacial till an d
reduced on site .

The other varieties of chert are concentrated more to the north end of th e
kame and these flakes are few in number and small in size . There is n o
indication that their origin is the till which comprise the kame . Further

cial t p g aphy approximately V50i-neterJ
00 me e

	

st of the John River . Th e
ted . L nx C e k lies r o-ug-h l ,' one kilomete r
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to the north lies the obsidian, roughly 10 meters north of the promontory .
The obsidian is represented by two small flakes and a larger chunk exhibitin g

some cortex . A 15 cm2 test pit was excavated at the obsidian location
to a depth of 6 cm . below surface . No subsurface obsidian or other cultura l
material was recovered .

One description will suffice for all of the additional localities B, C ,

D, and E . All of these are small, low lying, level, glacial feature s
which lie adjacent to locality "A" . Locality "B" lies 75 meters to the eas t
southeast, locality "C" 40 meters to the west, locality "D" 105 meter s
to the west-southwest, and locality "E" 120 meters to the south-southwest .
All are exposed glacial till with only a very small amount patchy vegetatio n
present . All appear to have had one or two cobbles of local black cher t
quarried from the till and reduced on-site . The flaking detritus i s
very localized on each locality covering no more than a meter2 area .
The view from all these localities is very local due to their low elevatio n

in relation to

	

rrounding- terrain .

In general it ape rs thIt tb~ ravel

	

t ese g ac'al features wr e
being quarried, on a ver _spat scal f r ch rt cobbles 	 a4 least spme o f

which were reds e on-si e . Th qua Tying m

	

represent a single ocgupationa l
episode . Tiee eption o tmay h ve bd~n Locality "A " which al s
had exotic chert flakes -as well as obsidian`preser4t-7 Locality "A "
have been utilized as a lookout at numerous times in the past .

No diagnostic artifacts were observed at the site therefore no tempora l

or cultural assessment can be made . However, the presence of obsidian ma y

make a hydration date possible .

The significance of the site is local in nature and based on its association
with other local sites and its place in the general subsistence pattern .
The site appears to be in little danger from natural or human impacts .



WIS-19 8

Site

	

Elevation : SW1/4, NW1/4 Probable Site Type :

1515 ft . Section 33 Quary
T35N, R21W

Site Age : Fairbanks Meridian Probable

	

Cultura l

Unknown Affiliation :

	

Unknown

This site lies 250 meters west-northwest of WIS-197 and approximately 12 5

meters south of WIS-196 . The John River lies about 400 meters to th e
west and 70 meters below site elevation . The view from the site i s

restricted to the local glacial topography in all directions except t o
the west where the valley wall and a small portion of the river are visible .
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The site is located on a low lying kame which is surrounded by mor e
elevated glacial features . The surface of the kame is quite flat, risin g
gently to the west . Vegetation is sparse, the majority of the site bein g
exposed mineral soil and the pebbles, cobbles and small boulders of th e
glacial till . Vegetation consists of grasses, moss, lichen, and lo w
herbaceous plants . Some dwarf birch and willow border the site as do a
few scattered spruce .

Cultural material was observed on surface and consisted of large flake s
and chunks of the local black chert . This lithic material was concentrate d
in an area of about 2 meters 2 .

It appears that, like other sites in the area, the chert nodules in th e
glacial gravels are being quarried and to some degree reduced on site .
There appears to have been only one episode of use at WIS-198 which ma y
coincide	 withthe chert quarrying at the other local sites .

s were to ated h e ore no c lturd1 or `temNo r'1
Si

	

gnifi a e is of a

	

ature only
arm b . in da q r f impact from n tural or huma n
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WIS-19 9

Site

	

Elevation : NW1/4,

	

SW1/4 Probable Site Type :
1500 ft . Section 33 Lookout/Flaking Statio n

T35N, R21W
Site Age : Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultura l

Unknown Affiliation :

	

Unknown

The site lies about 40U meters south of WIS-197 and 800 meters north o f
the confluence of the John River and Wasted Lynx Creek . The John Rive r
lies 400 meters to the west of the site and 70 meters lower in elevation .
The view from the site is excellent to the south, extending for severa l
kilometers beyond the Hunt Fork . To the west, the valley wall and a
small portion of the John River are visible . To the east and north th e
view is limited to the local glacial topography .

The site is located on a series of southward and westward projectin g
lobes of a large kame which is perched on the bluff edge . The are a
encompassed by the site is roughly 100 meters 2 . The surface of the sit e
is a series of relatively flat-topped, gravel deposits separated by very
shallow willow/dwarf birch choked drainages . The majority of thes e
gravel deposits are poorly vegetated by a thin, intermittent, mat o f
grass, moss, lichen, and low herbaceous plants . Spruce, up to 7 meters
in height and 20 cm in diameter, are scattered in solitary fashion ove r
the site area .

No diag r
assessmE
The sit E
forces .

os
nt
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Cultural material was observed on surface, scattered very thinly an d
sporadically over the entire site area . Cultural material consisted of
waste flakes of black, gray, and cream chert, as well as a powder gra y
rhyolite and a reddish gray basalt . Several flakes of obsidian were als o
observed . The vast maeri -ty-of lithic material was of the local blac k
chert . A projectile point base' ' and several biface fragments were locate d
on the southern most projecting lobe of the kame which appears to be th e
only definite focus of activity at this otherwise impoverished site .
Datum was established at this location . The biface fragments and th e
projectile point base are made of the local black chert and all li e
within one meter of each other .

A single test pit, 15cm 2 , was excavated to a depth of 5 cm, four meter s
from datum on a bearing of 334° mag . A small flake of obsidian was th e
only cultural material recovered .

The site appea
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variety of Iitkic mat rill -

	

gg sts t .t severa l
occurred a : the site . As wt h they . i s in th e
the glacial til'
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manufacture .

The projectile point base apdea'rs

	

•e of

	

la -c olate style
. The edges and base have been ground and an attempt at basal thining ha s

been made . The break appears to have resulted from impact .

No diagnostic artifacts were observed at the site and, therefore, n o
temporal or cultural assessment can be made . The site appears to be on e
of the very few in the local area to have served as more than a quar y
area/flaking station and to have had more than one or two occupationa l
episodes . Significance is local in nature . The site does not seem to
be threatened by natural or human impacts .

WIS-19 9
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WIS-200

Site Elevation :

	

NW1/4, NW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
1220 ft .

	

Section 8

	

Cam p
T34N, R21W

Site Age :

	

Fairbanks Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknown

The site lies about 1 .5 kilometers northeast of the John River/Hunt For k
confluence on the west (right) side of the John River . An intermittent ,
deeply incised, small creek flows east 100 meters north of the site . WIS -
188 lies 400 meters to the northeast and WIS-189 lies 400 meters to th e
west southwest .

The site is situated on a very low rise on a relatively non-descrip t

stagnant ice ( acial `--deposiional fe .

	

e . The	 soilis quitethinan.d
rocky andt ust-lice

	

ns i ste c sue to wildfire cti_iy in_ th
area rough y 5(~ y rs ag) .

	

he~area s p- ly wooded by a mixture o
spruce, bi ch, and aspen, no

	

of wh'ch a coed 10 meters in height .
In the Hak oh wildfpre'li hen i

	

r-gaininc a fubthold wri l
moss, gras es, a d low hprba4e us p ants aie•snore securely established .
Some wil

	

y-a-nd -dwarf bi ch r al oiresen	 \\ Thi._aurface of the si: e
is very hummacky as the result of trees being uprooted following th e
wildfire .

The view from the site is totally obstructed in all directions by trees .
However, prior to the arrival of trees in the area, some 5000-6000 year s
ago the site would have offered a view of the John River to the east a s
well as the Hunt Fork confluence to the south .

The site was located as a result of surface observation . Numerous blac k
chert flakes were seen protruding through the soil and thin vegetatio n
mat . Surface indications suggest the site is roughly 3 x 4 meters i n
size . A single test pit directly adjacent datum produced a soi l
profile typical of wildfire areas consisting of very oxidized friabl e
mineral soil (all organics burned out) heat fractured rocks, and chunks of
charcoal . The test pit was 15 cm2 and was excavated to a depth of 6 cm .
Several black chert flakes and some pieces of burned bone were found i n
the test pit .

The site may have served as a camp site as it is only 125 meters from a n
old river terrace . No diagnostic artifacts were observed therefore n o
temporal or cultural assessment can be made . Site significance is lo w
except as it relates to other area sites . The site does not appear to be
in any danger from natural or human impacts .



WIS-20 1

Site

	

Elevation : NW1/4,

	

NE1/4 Probable Site Type :
1980 ft . Section 10 Lookou t

T34N, R21W
Site Age : Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultura l

Unknown Affiliation :

	

Unknown

This site is located on the top of a bedrock outcrop on the north side o f
an unnamed creek valley . This creek, which heads in the mountains north
of Pamichtuk Lake, joins the John River from the east at a point abou t
midway between Wasted Lynx Creek and the Hunt Fork . The confluence of th e
unnamed creek and the John River lies 3 kilometers to the west of th e
site . The south face of the outcrop is shear and rises about 6 meters
above the surrounding country . The view from the site is local except t o
the east and west, up and down the creek valley .

hick growth of]r i l l[ow an d
se, pa-;c

	

cover of l i heh ,
e su r= a -of - he outcriop i s

s—the silt /ofwisua~_ nspection of the sulfate .
Several black chert flakes were observed in an unvegetated area on th e
southeast end of the outcrop . No other cultural material was noted an d
no subsurface testing was undertaken .

The site's locations suggests that it served as a lookout . The lack o f
diagnostic artifacts precludes cultural or temporal assessment of the site .

Site significance is of local nature and research potential is low . At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .

WIS-20 2

Site Elevation :

	

NE1/4, NE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
1950 ft .

	

Section 9

	

Lookou t
T34N, R21W

Site Age :

	

Fairbanks Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknown

This site is located about 800 meters east of WIS-201 and 400 meters eas t
of an unnamed creek . The confluence of the creek and the John River lie s
approximately 2 kilometers to the west of the site . The site sits on to p
of a bedrock outcrop which is manteled by some remnent morainal material .
The outcrop is 200 meters in length and slopes gently downward toward th e
west . Site elevation is sufficient to provide good views to the east ,
west, and south for distances in excess of 6 kilometers . The view to th e
north is blocked by higher terrain .
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Although sparse and patchy, lichen, moss, and grass make up the primar y
vegetation . Dwarf birch and willow are scattered about the site area .
More than 50% of the surface area consists of exposed mineral soil ,
gravel, and bedrock .

The site was located as the result of visual inspection of the surface .
Cultural material consisting of about 20 black chert flakes, a scrape r
and a biface, also of black chert, were observed on the easternmost 3 0
meters of the outcrop . These artifacts were observed in unvegetate d
areas and no subsurface testing was undertaken .

The site's location suggest it served as a lookout . The lack of diagnosti c
artifacts precludes cultural or temporal assessment . Cultural materia l
at the site suggests it was associated with hunting activities .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low . At
present Ithe sf'te, does 1rr t
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WIS-203

Site Elevation :

	

SW1/4, SE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
1980 ft .

	

Section 4

	

Lookout
T34N, R21 W

Site Age :

	

Fairbanks Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknown

This site is located on a bedrock outcrop roughly 400 meters northwest o f
WIS-202 . The site lies on a bedrock outcrop perched on a southern slop e
overlooking on an unnamed creek . The confluence of the creek and th e
John River lies 2 kilometers southwest of the site . The site's locatio n
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and elevation combine to provide an excellent view of the surroundin g
country . The view to the south and west is spectacular including much o f
the Hunt Fork, its confluence with the John River, and at least 7 kilometer s
of the John south of the confluence . The eastern view encompasses mos t
of the creek valley while to the north the river can be viewed up t o
Wasted Lynx Creek .

Willows and alders are fairly dense on the slopes above and below th e
site . Scattered spruce trees are present on the outcrop and about 60 %
of its surface is covered by a mat of lichen, moss, grass, and scattere d

low woody and herbaceous plants . Bedrock exposures, cobbles, gravel ,
boulders, fractured bedrock, and mineral soil make up the unvegetated areas .

The site was located as the result of visual inspection of the surface .
Two flakes of black chert were observed in an unvegetated area . No
additional cultural material was observed on surface .

ex

	

e to a d pth of 10 cm .	 in th vi cj	 nity of One
rd rove

	

o be ul u l ly s -.er[i l e .

at it s

	

d s a ootcotrt-:- The lack of
any •e ~ : .

	

• cultural assessment o- the

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low . At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .

WIS-208

Site

	

Elevation : SW1/4, NW1/4 Probable

	

Site Type :
1200 ft . Section 8 Camp

T34N, R21W
Site Age : Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultura l

Unknown Affiliation :

	

Unknown

This site is located 110 meters southeast of WIS-200 . Hunt Fork Lake lies
700 meters to the west while a burned cabin locale lies 40 meters t o
the east . Less than 100 meters east of the site flows the John River .

The site is located atop an old river terrace, the second and apparentl y
the oldest of a succession of abandoned river terraces . The site lie s
roughly 20 meters above the present river level . Vegetation at the sit e
consists of a healthy mat of lichen, moss, grasses, and low herbaceou s
plants . Spruce and birch are quite numerous although not overpowerin g
and do not exceed 10 meters in height or 20 cm . in diameter . Some dwarf
birch and willow are also scattered about . There is quite a bit of
wildfire evidence present in the site area such as toppled trees (uprooted )
exposing a desiccated and oxidized soil with numerous charcoal chunks i n
the soil matrix . The surface of the site is relatively flat and doe s
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not display the wildfire after effect of churning as severely as doe s
the ground further from the terrace edge . Despite the presence of numerou s
trees, the site affords a reasonable view of the river to the east an d

south . To the west and north only the mountains are visible .

Cultural material consisting of large and small flakes and chunks of th e
ubiquitous black chert, was observed in a 2 meter2 unvegetated area at
the break-in-slope of the terrace face . A single brown chert flake wa s
observed among the black chert flakes but no formal or diagnostic artifact s
were observed . Datum was placed adjacent the flake scatter . A possibl e
fragment of fire-cracked rock was observed near the flakes but due t o
past wildfire activity it would be impossible to make an assumptio n
about the cultural i ty

	

t.he rock . A 20 cm2 test pit was excavated t o
a depth of 12 cm ., 4 meters west of datum and yielded no cultural material .

A similar sized test pit, immediately east of datum, yielded severa l
flakes and chunks of black chert at a depth of 2-4 cm below surface . No

cultural ma-t-er'l

	

was O-5ervtl in the •

	

clinging -to--the] roots—of--an

overturned tr

	

metErsrto the south of datum .

The sitE appear t bE a l_ littJz used c p'n . flaking_location . T o

different :ypey o chert may i dica

	

t e oc, urrence of more than on e
occupational ev , t . T he lac of di :griosi a tificts precludes ar y
cultural or temporal essessme

	

of t

	

site .---'It s-#Fuld also be ndt-ed
that the site is elevated enough so that if the occupation was pre-tree ,
5000-6000 years ago, the view in all directions would have been excellent .

The site does not appear to be in danger from natural or human impacts .
The river floaters trail from Hunt Fork Lake to the John River lies 20 0
meters south of the site . The site's level of significance is related t o
its association with other local sites .



MAP AREA #2

JOHN RIVER VALLEY : HUNT FORD TO WOLVERINE CREE K

Camp #5 June 28 - July 5

We arrived at this camp via rafts from Camp #4 . Camp #5 was located on a
gravel bar on the right side of the John River 1/2 mile above the mout h
of Wolverine Creek and 15 miles south of Camp #4 .

Archeological survey was conducted out of this camp for a period of si x
days during which time an area of roughly four square miles was investigated .
No archeological sites were located .

The distance between Camps #4 and #5 had not been anticipated to be s o
great . Our air photo coverage of the region indicated some reasonabl y
good site Ioca

	

were presen along t

	

•ortion-ef--fie- ver :--Heweve
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t e few t`-1

	

t at aer a s hotograph	 prod tb-b somewt a t
misleading, Th re were =ewo site l

	

l-s unt . l iearrived in th e
Wolverine Creek ar a, and eve there si

	

a

	

of surveyfiled to turn u p
a single arche

	

ical site .

	

II

Between

	

eHunt Fork -um! Wol

	

in - cheek t~- river—is closely walLl-eIll on
either side by steeply rising mountains . No where along this 15 mil e
stretch of river is the valley floor more than 1/2 mile wide . The grea t
majority of suitable site locations are on the active flood plain an d
therefore would not have survived the effect of natural forces for an y
length of time . John Martin Campbell, who conducted a rapid 12 da y
archeological survey of much of the John River during the summer of 1958 ,
commented that he found this particular portion of the river " truel y
impoverished" in terms of archeological remains (Campbell oral communication ,
1985) .

Besides the topography being generally "wrong" for camping or lookou t
locales, engaging in overland travel in this area is a truely horribl e
experience . The following is an excerpt from one of the field notebooks ;
July 4, 1985 .

"The walking in this area is as bad as any I have seen in 16 years of workin g
in the Brooks Range . The surface is rarely level and is covered by a
mix of cotton grass tussocks, and knee to waist high dwarf birch, willow ,
and some alder . The tussocks are of the broad or mushroomed top variety
and therefore .are impossible to stay on top of when walking . The tussocks
are also prodigious in size, 50% exceeding 18 inches in hieght and man y
over 2 feet . In many cases the tussocks grow so close together tha t
their tops appear to form a carpet of grass . One or two steps on thi s
carpet proves it to be illusionary as you fall through where the camouflage d
tussock edges meet . Suddenly one leg is in a hole almost up to th e
knee, while the other foot is desparately searching, usually in vain ,
for something solid to brace on . In addition, knee to waist high shrub s
which further camouflage the tussock peril, and are constantly entwinin g
around feet and legs to trip and/or keep you off balance . Additionally ,
thanks to an extremely wet summer, much of the area between the tussock s
is standing water and/or ice . Therefore when you go sprawling fac e
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first onto the tundra, which happens often in this area, with a
shotgun around your neck and a 30 lb . pack on your back, you generall y
end up getting wet and muddy to your knees and elbows . Needless to say th e
lack of sites in this are may have something to do with the lovely terrain . "

And finally : "This camp has proved to be nothing but bad news - tomorrow
we are going to move down river hoping for better country and weather . "

Enough said .

Weather Data During the Survey of Map Area # 2

TEMPERATURE ° F
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-01-~ I©~i "WMW./ ra 17A''OM'I .__ ._ i •ht '
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MAP AREA # 3

JOHN RIVER VALLEY : EAGLE CREEK TO MCKINLEY CREE K

Camp #6, #7, #8 July 6-2 1

We arrived at Camp #6 via rafts from Camp #5 . Camp #6 was located on a
gravel bar on the left (east) side of the John River approximately 1/ 4
mile above the mouth of Eagle Creek .

Archeological survey was conducted out of this camp for a period of fou r
days during which time an area of roughly four square miles was surveyed .
A total of six archeological sites were located while investigating thi s
area .

The local region is heavily vegetated and the topography varies from lo w
flats b

	

the river- to—steep-fac

	

edrock eut&rops,whi

	

re--- -- +
sufferi g act-i,ve erosio

	

i e the e e ation is dens€—tlhe ~a is,----
general y drie? t an th Wol a ine Cr e r gion ndLthe cross country
walking, although not good,

	

bett

	

he a im roved cdnditions seeme d
to be raflect, bd tha pres nc of rc eu o ical si es . --A small )ort ion of th e
survey Nork—in

	

Is area was l gis ic g"i"ly~su por i ediby helicopter .
. .~

All of the archeological sites located in this area are of the lookout or ver y
briefly occupied variety . None of the sites appeared to be comprised o f
more than a few scattered chert waste flakes .

On July 10, we moved our camp, via rafts, about four miles down stream .
Camp #7 was established on an extemely large gravel bar on the lef t
(east) side of the John River . The mouth of Sheep Creek lay approximatel y
1 .5 miles .fie- t

	

Boutth\h of this camp .

While working the Eaglb Creek area it had become apparent that a numbe r
of ca_v

	

rsick-s-h-elters w' re present in the limestone outcrops which borde r
the left side of the river in Sections 2 & 11, T31N, R21W, Fairbank s
Meridian . The caves, although fairly large, are somewhat difficult t o
gain access to and are far enough removed from the river not to be overl y
attractive for use as anything but an overnight camping locale or t o
obtain shelter from bad weather . Investigation of the most attractiv e
of these caves produeced no evidence of human use .

Archeological survey was conducted out of Camp #7 for a period of thre e
days during which time an area of 1 .5 square miles was investigated .
Although there were some well situated geomorphological features in th e
area we were unable to locate more than two archeological sites . At
present the evidence suggests that there was low level use of the Joh n
River Valley, below the confluence of the Hunt Fork, during prehistoric times .

The move from Camp #7 to Camp #8 was made via rafts, Camp #8 was located
on a gravel bar on the left (east) side of the John River Valley opposit e
the mouth of McKinley Creek . Camp #8 was located about a mile down rive r
from Camp #7 which put it 9 miles south of the park boundary . This wa s
our final camp on the John River .
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A .total of six days were spent working out of this camp during which tim e
an area of roughly 3 square miles was surveyed . Only one archeologica l
site was located as a result of the survey work .

Generally speaking, the topography of this area does not recommend itsel f
for overland travel . Much of the country is low and wet . Those area s
which are suitable for human occupation or use are usually at some remov e
from the river .

It is quite probable, in the past, that people traveling through the are a
utilized the river for transportation as we do . As a result most of
their base camps, as are ours, would be established on gravel bars, th e
traces of which the following spring's high water would obliterate .

Weather Data During the Survey of Map Area # 3

DAT~ CAM

	

LOW
E

T

	

FLATIJ~EH~F

	

/ n \ SKY
7-06- : : :'iTI r
- 0

-1 . - : . ~ 2,11 .lE' _ S 8 M
7-09- .5— fs 41 '

	

rcast
7-10-85 6 40's 70's afternoon clea r
7-11-85 6 50° 70's sunny, evening rai n
7-12-85 7 44° clea r
7-13-85 7 49° 76° sunny light

	

_
7-14-85 8 54° sunny, afternoon rai n
7-15-85 8 48° 65° sunny, few clouds N 6-8 k .
7-16-85 8 46° scattered clouds N

	

10-15 k .
7-17-85 8 50° 70's clear sunny light
7-18-85 8 45° 73° clear sunny light
7-19-85 8 45° 70 's sunny 8 k .
7-20-85 8 40's 70's sunny light
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WIS-204

Site

	

Elevation : SW1/4,

	

NE1/4 Probable Site Type :
1450 ft . Section 35 Unknown

T32N, R21W
Site Age : Fairbanks Meridian Probable

	

Cultura l
Unknown Affiliation :

	

Unknown

This site is located on a limestone bedrock spur that is perched 16 0
meters above the floor of the John River Valley . The confluence of th e
river and Tangleblue Creek is 2 kilometers north-northwest of the sit e
while the mouth of Eagle Creek lies slightly less than 2 kilometers t o
the south-southwest . The view from the site is of the local area onl y
except to the north where the river valley is visible for at least 1 0
kilometers .

ri ty o

	

he site i§- V etated o

	

mode ra e-degreel. A-1-t: ottgh —
i

nature th re are

	

a to ed birch

	

oplar, a 9d s-prune pts~nt f----
rs .ory an fists bf

sc
t n, pa c

	

m t of 1100hen~rnoss, grass, and
at.ered to wcody~ndr" erbac o

	

l nts . Thecenjral crest ) f
i~ moyl exposed b d ock, ineral oil, a d gravel . Th re i s

dence of past wildfire cti i y

	

in th site area .

	

L
f

The site was located as the result of visual inspection of the area . A
large flake of clear obsidian and a small flake of black chert were note d
in an unvegetated area 40 meters east of the spur's promontory . A 20 cm2
test pit was excavated to a depth of 4 cm . near the location of the flake s
and proved to be culturally sterile .

The site may have served as a lookout although much better location s
exist nearby . The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes any temporal o r
cultural assessment of the site, however, the obsidian may provide a
hydration date .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low . At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .

WIS-20 5

Site Elevation :

	

NW1/4, NW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
1015 ft .

	

Section 26

	

Lookou t
T32N, R21W

Site Age :

	

Fairbanks Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknown

This site is located on an old river terrace 800 meters northeast of th e
confluence of Tangleblue Creek and the John River . The terrace, which
rises 15 meters above the valley floor, overlooks Tangleblue Creek whic h
lies 400 meters to the south . The view from the site is blocked by
trees in all directions but south where the river valley may be viewe d
as far as the mouth of Eagle Creek .

The maj o
open i n
The unde
a few s c
the spu r
some evi
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Vegetation at the site consists of a moderately heavy tree growt h
including birch, spruce, and poplar . The understory is composed of moss ,
lichen, grass, and low woody and herbaceous plants . Along the front o r
western edge of the terrace are several large mineral soil exposures .

The site was located as a result of surface reconnaissance . A singl e
black chert flake was observed in an unvegetated area . No other cultura l
material was noted and no subsurface testing was undertaken .

Cultural material and this site's location suggest it served as a seldom
used lookout . The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes any tempora l
or cultural assessment of the site .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low . At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .

Site E l ev-a-t- o
1050 ft .

Site Age :
Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknown

This site is located on a terrace edge on the north side of Tangleblu e
Creek . WIS-205 lies 500 meters to the northwest and the confluence o f
the creek and the John River is 750 meters to the west-southwest . Th e
terrace stands about 10 meters above the creek and 12 meters north of th e
mean high water level . The vegetation restricts the view to the immediat e
area .

Vegetation at the site consists of birch and spruce with an understory o f
moss, lichen, grass, and some low woody and herbaceous plants . The sit e
proper is almost 100% exposed mineral soil . Evidence of past wildfir e
activity is apparent .

The site was discovered as the result of surface reconnaissance . Tw o
black chert flakes were observed just below the break-in-slope on th e
terrace edge . A single 20 cm2 test pit was excavated to a depth of 8 cm .
on the terrace top several meters up-slope of the flakes, and proved to be
culturally sterile .

The site's location suggests it may have served as a loo nut for hunting
activities along the creek . The lack of diagnostic artiic s preclude s
any temporal or cultural assessment of the site .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low . A t
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .
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WIS-207

Site

	

Elevation : NE1/4, NE1/4 Probable Site Type :
1115 ft . Section 19 Lookou t

T30N, R20W
Site Age : Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultura l

Unknown Affiliation :

	

Unknown

The site lies on the promontory of a bedrock hill on the north side o f
McKinley Creek approximately 500 meters southeast of the confluence o f
the creek's first tributary stream . The confluence of the John Rive r
and McKinley Creek lies slightly more than 2 kilometers to the south-southeas t
of the site . The homestead of Bill Fickus lies 8 kilometers to th e
south-southeast .

While the hill is a bedrock outcrop it is well manteled with soil an d
supports-

	

ively -obits-t--s(egetative •ver . Thehill

	

rusts .ga_stward
into the JRItn

	

r/MCKil-

	

C ek flo .d p ain, i :s elevation Is -1i htljj
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hill i~ distinctive an d
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hi' l is te must elevat d
isolatec 1

	

o n in the out ash po tr-o

	

he c^eek valley .

The view from the site is truly panoramic . To the north the view encompasse s
the John River and its valley for a distance of 5 kilometers while t o
the south hills 40 kilometers distant can be seen . The western view
covers the narrow McKinley Creek drainage and the mountains beyond fo r
perhaps 2 kilometers . To the east the view includes the valley wall, 4
kilometers distant, as well as the confluences of the Allan River an d
Crevice Creek to the south-southeast .

AboutAbout 85% of the surface of the site is vegetated by a robust mat o f
lichen, moss, grasses, and low woody and herbaceous plants . Trees ,
including shrubs, include numerous small to medium sized spruce, a fe w
scattered birch and alder and some dwarf birch and willow . The aspect o f
the site is, however, relatively open and park-like .

There is only slight evidence of past wildfire activity . The fire tha t
burned this area appears to be older than the fire(s) further up river .
Wind and frost action have caused a few scattered areas of the site t o
be unvegetated and the mineral soil exposed .

It was in an area of exposed mineral soil that cultural material wa s
observed . Two pieces of chert were observed on surface as well as a
microblade fragment of pinkish/orange chert which appears to have bee n
stuck from a rotated core . This artifact lay 15 meters from datum on a
bearing of 275° mag . The other example of cultural material was a gra y
chert flake which lay 12 meters from datum on a bearing of 20° mag . Two
of three 20 cm 2 test pits were excavated to a depth of 12 cm while th e
third test pit was excavated to a depth of 30 cm . None of the test pit s
yielded any cultural material .
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The variety of lithic material at the site may indicate that more than a
single occupational event occurred there . The paucity of cultural material ,
however, suggests that the site was not often or intensively used an d
probably served as a hunting lookout .

The significance of the site is only of local interest mainly becaus e
archeological sites appear to be infrequent in the area . The site doe s
not appear to be in danger from either natural or human impact .

WIS-209

NW1/4, SW1/ 4
Section 34

---

	

T32N, R 1W
Site Age :

	

I

	

F

	

anks

	

ri a n
Unknown

	

I Affiliation : U known

This site

	

•ca ed .6

	

m ters no f- no thwest of the John R'ver/Eagl e
Creek conf u- ce

	

The John i er

	

sges tie site 100 meters to the eas t
while the park'6ounda-y-lies

	

pro 4ately

	

kilometers south . LIhie
site is approximately 50 meters above river level and occupies the sout h
facing slope of a prominent penisular limestone ridge. The ridge is th e
northernmost in a series of five east-west trending ridges to the nort h
of Eagle Creek .

Probable Site Type :
Lookout

	 Prnhakle ICultura l

The view from the site is good both up and down valley as well acros s
the valley to the east, where a rather easy river crossing is located .
There is abundant evidence of a wildfire which appears to have occurred
between 50 and 100 years ago .

The vegetation on the site consists of various willow shrubs, low wood y
and herbaceous plants, moss, lichen, birch and spruce . The south facin g
slope is undergoing slight to substantial erosion .

The site was located as the result of surface . reconnaissance . Two flake s
of black chert were observed on the upper part of the exposed sout h
facing slope . Modern use of the site is evidenced by the presence of a
tin can lid .

The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes any cultural or tempora l
assessment of the site . The site's location suggests it may have serve d
as a lookout .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low. At
present the site is being adversely impacted by erosion . However, the
paucity of cultural material argues against any management concern o r
mitigation .

Site Elevation :
900 ft .
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WIS-210

Site

	

Elevation : NE1/4, NW1/4 Probable Site Type :
1025 ft . Section 3 Lookou t

T31N, R21W
Site Age : Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultura l

Unknown Affiliation :

	

Unknown

The site is located about one kilometer north-northwest of the confluenc e
of Eagle Creek and the John River . WIS-209 is located approximately on e
kilometer to the north . The site lies atop a vegetated bedrock hill .
While not located on the promontory of the hill the site offers an excellen t
view as it is situated on a shear sided spur which projects to the southeas t
away from the bulk of the hill . The view down valley, to the south, i s
as good as is available, the valley being visible until it turns east .
To the north the view is obstructed by trees, although the potential fo r
a view in exce

	

of 6 Nome'~€ s may h ve existed prior to th 	 cs ablis-h ment
of the modbrrnn or st . T5-

	

e st th vi e is bl ac

	

she

	

ey -__ 1
wall wh'le to the west a sev r

	

kilo e r view up mle Creek is available .

A wildf i re hasJpa sed thlroug

	

he a ea as evdenced by the well weathered ,
standinc, burne snags, burn d stu sand ailen burned trees . The soi l
is reddish as the result of

	

dat

	

and i

	

and packed and crust,i which i s
typical of burned areas . The soil contains abundant chunks of charcoal .
Several of the larger hilltop spruce were cored and their age found t o
range between 52 and 60 years which suggests the most recent wildfir e
occurred 60-80 years ago . Vegetation in the site area consists of spruce ,
aspen, and birch of small to slightly less than moderate size . Th e
understory consists of moss, lichen, grass and low woody and herbaceou s
plants such as Tanana Rose, Sage and Eskimo Potato . Active erosion of
the face of the shale/schist bedrock hill is occurring .

It was as a result of the erosion that the site was located . Four flake s
of the local black chert were observed eroding out of the soil along a 3
meter section of the site . A 20 cm 2 test pit was excavated near th e
location of the surface flakes and yielded a single flake of black cher t
which displayed some cortex . The evidence suggests that the site i s
quite small or that the majority of it has already eroded away .

Little else can be said about this site . The location probably serve d
as a lookout, perched as it is 100 meters above the valley floor . Due
to a lack of diagnostic artifacts no cultural or temporal assessment ca n
be made . Site significance is local in nature . The site is activel y
eroding, however, it appears there is little left and is not worth mitigatio n
efforts .



WIS-21 1

Site Elevation :

	

SE1/4, SW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
1150 ft .

	

> Section 3

	

Lookou t
1\\>>t -TH* R21W

Site Age :

	

Fairbanks Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknown

The site lies atop the easternmost promontory of the southernmost o f
two linear, east-west trending, bedrock ridges which project eastwar d
into the John River Valley on south side of Eagle Creek . The confluence
of Eagle Creek and the John River lies 1 kilometer to the east-northeas t
and WIS-210 is located slightly more than a kilometer to the north o n
the north side of Eagle Creek . The site is elevated roughly 100 meter s
above the	 valley floor	 and offers an excellent view in all direction s
except to the
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The site was located through visual reconnaissance . On a surface exposure ,
separated by one meter, two very small black chert flakes were observed .
No additional cultural material was noted and no subsurface testing wa s
carried out .

Due to the lack of diagnostic artifacts no cultural or temporal assessmen t
of the site can be made . The site's location suggests it was utilize d
as a lookout . Significance is of a local nature only . Some active
erosion is taking place at the site but mitigation need not be considered .

WIS-22 3

Site

	

Elevation : N/E/4, SE1/4 Probable Site Type :
975 ft . Section 14 Lookou t

T31N, R21 W
Site Age : Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultura l

Unknown Affiliation :

	

Unknown

This site is located on the west side of the John River 3 .8 kilometers
below the mouth of Eagle Creek . The site lies on a 50 x 6 meter bedroc k
outcrop 50 meters west of the mean higher water line of the river . At

Vegetation at the site proper is sparse co ting—df moss, licher4;-
scattered grass clumps, and scattered patches of low herbaceous plants .
Most of the surface is exposed mineral soil and bedrock spalls . Nearby
diminutive spruce and dwarf birch and willow are abundant . There i s
visible evidence of past wild fire activity in the site area as there i s
throughout the region .

- 109 -



its promontory, the western end, the outcrop stands 10 meters above th e
river . The view from the site is excellent to the north, up river ,
encompassing 10 kilometers of the valley . To the south about 5 kilometers
of the valley are visible while to the east and west the view is restricte d
to the local area by rising terrain .

Vegetation at the site consists of lichen, moss, grass, and low woody an d
herbaceous plants . Scattered dwarf willow, willow, birch and spruce ar e
also present . Some unvegetated areas are present along the river-sid e
edge of the outcrop .

The site was located as the result of surface reconnaissance of the area .
More than a dozen black chert waste flakes were noted in a small minera l
soil exposure near the edge of the outcrop . Some of the flakes were o n
surface, some protruding from the surface, and others on as deep as 8-1 0
cm . below surface . A 20 cm2 test pit was excavated to a depth of 20 cm .
adjacen
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Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low . At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .

WIS-224

Site Elevation :

	

SE1/4, NE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :

	

980 ft .

	

Section 14

	

Lookou t
7\5I ~

	

2F1, R21W

	

Site Age :

	

Fairbanks Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l

	

Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknown

The site lies on a rounded bedrock outcrop on the west side of the Joh n
River approximately 400 meters upstream from WIS-223 . Located twenty
meters to the west and 15 meters above the river the site offers an
excellent view up and down the valley . The view to the east and west i s
local due to rising terrain .

Vegetation at the site is scant, covering only 5% of the surface of th e
outcrop . Low vegetation consists of moss, grass, lichen, a few scattered
spruce, birch, and willow are also present .

The site was located through visual inspection of the surface . Near th e
high point of the outcrop six black chert waste flakes were noted in a
large unvegetated area . A near by 20 cm 2 test pit, excavated to a dept h
of 8 cm . proved to be culturally sterile .

- 110 -10 -

kk Df
of the



The site's location suggests it served as a lookout . The lack of diagnosti c
artifacts precludes any temporal or cultural assessment of the site .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appear s
low . At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any advers e
impacts .



MAP AREA #4

HELPMEJACK HILLS/LAKE S

Camp #9and	 #10 July 22-2 9

We arrived at Camp #9, 50 miles southwest of Camp #8 via helicopter . The
move required three round trips . Camp #9 was located on the edge o f
a morainal complex on the northwestern margin of an unnamed lake on th e
northeastern edge of the Helpmejack Hills . The lake, Lake Creek Lak e
(our name), lies at the eastern end of the "Alatna Portage" slightly les s
than 5 miles southwest of the Alatna River . The camp was located on th e
site of a recent hunting camp and lies about 12 miles south of the park' s
south-central boundary .

Archeological survey was conducted out of Camp #9 for a period of thre e
~ing-w~ i rch ti ms an arm. of rou
date
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creatini exc010t walking and ob s

As is typical, in our experience, following a wildfire burn, the are a
abounds in wildlife . More bears and moose, to say nothing of lesse r
creatures, were observed in the first day at this camp than the entir e
period spent on the John River . This tends to add weight to our theory
that on the forested southern slopes of the Brooks Range, past human us e
of an area may be closely linked to wildfire activity .

The archeological sites in this area all appear to be associated wit h
hunting activities and include both lookouts and short term camps .

On July 25 we moved eight miles south, via helcopter, and establishe d
Camp #10 on the northern shore of the largest of the Helpmejack Lakes .
This area, like the Camp #9 locale, is comprised of morainal topograph y
dating from the Walker Lake Glaciation .

Archeological survey was conducted out of this camp for a period of fou r
days during which time an area of roughly 2 .5 square miles was investigated .
A total of eight archeological sites were located in the area surroundin g
the lake . An inflatable raft and outboard motor provided logistic support
for surveying much of the area surrounding the lake .

Two of the sites on the margins of the lake appear to be long term habitatio n
sites one of which may contain semi-subterranean house features . The
remainder of the sites appear to be of the hunting/lookout variety .

Of additional interest is the fact that the sites in the Camp #9 and #1 0
region display a much higher incidence of obsidian than those to th e
northeast along the John River . This is, no doubt, because the onl y
known source of obsidian in central and northern Alaska is located les s
than 90 miles to the south at Batza Tena, near Hughes on the Koyuku k
River .
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The lake provides an excellent fish resource, which includes lake trout ,
pike, burbot, and whitefish . At present moose appear relatively abundan t
in the area . The availability of these types of resources may be th e
reason for the location of two long term habitation sites on the shore s
of the lake .

Weather Data During the Survey of Map area # 4
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XSP-14 1

Site

	

Elevation : SW1/4, NE1/4 Probable Site Type :
810 ft . Section 14 Lookou t

T19N, R24E
Site Age : Kateel

	

River Meridian Probable Cultura l

Unknown Affiliation :

	

Unknown

This site is located at the eastern extreme of a large east-west transection
valley known as the Alatna Portage . This glacially sculpted terrai n
consists of broad undulating morainal topography . The site lies above
Lake Creek Lake which is approximately 1 .3 kilometers in length . The
low area to the south of the site, surrounding the lake, is mostly marsh y
with a few low, well-drained glacial knolls scattered across the flats .
The Helpmejack Hills lie several kilometers to the southwest . Helpmejac k
Creek, located 1 .6 kilometers to the southwest, bends southward towar d
Helpmejack Lake after - 1ewi-N_eastward across the_ALa .taa_PQrta.ge_f om
its headwa ;e-
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The vegetation on the site consists of a fire revegetation assemblage o f
seedling and sapling sized poplar, spruce, willow and dwarf birch . Th e
moss ground cover remains mostly desiccated, but is developing new growth .
The wildfire responsible for the present vegetation conditions is probabl y
between 25 and 50 years old .

The site was discovered during surface inspection of the area . The mos s
mat, although burned and desiccated, is intact over 99% of the surfac e
of the site and therefore precludes ideal surface inspection conditions .

Two dark gray chert flakes were found imbedded in the moss .

A 20 cm2 test pit was excavated to a depth of 8 cm . between the tw o
flakes, which lay roughly one meter apart . No additional flakes or
artifacts of any kind were observed . The lack of diagnostic artifact s
precludes cultural or temporal assessment . The location of the sit e
suggests it served as a hunting lookout .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low . At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impact s
other than the excavation of ground squirrels by bears and the use of th e
locale as a modern hunting camp . This site lies outside the boundarie s
of the park and preserve .
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XSP-142

Site

	

Elevation : SE1/4, NW1/4 Probable Site Type :
825 ft . Section 14 Lookou t

T19

	

, R24 E
Site Age : Kateel

	

River Meridian Probable Cultura l
Unknown Affiliation :

	

Unknown

This site is located near the eastern edge of a large morainal complex 1
kilometer west-northwest of Lake Creek Lake . The site occupies th e
elevated terrain on the eastern and southeastern margins of a kettl e
lake and its outlet stream .

This two locality site is covered with typical "after burn" vegetatio n
consisting of young poplar, willow, spruce and dwarf birch . Fireweed ,
rose, blueberry and cranberry are also present . The moss mat remain s
burned, crusty
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The northern Tocality, locate on ttre' eastern \ edg--ef the circularLd4ressio n
which holds the kettle lake, was found during surface inspection . Eight
obsidian flakes were observed scattered over 1 meter area . Cortex i s
present on one of the flakes . A 10 cm2 test pit was excavated to a
depth of 12 cm . through slighly oxidized loess and proved to be culturall y
sterile .

The southern locality, 85 meters south of the northern locality lies o n
the northern side of the kettle lake outlet . Scattered over an area o f
35 meters, an obsidian biface fragment, four obsidian waste flakes, an d
six black chert flakes were noted . A 20 cm 2 test pit was excavated to a
depth of 10 cm . adjacent to the location of the obsidian biface fragmen t
and proved to be culturally sterile .

The occurrence of both obsidian and chert at the southern locality ma y
indicate more than a single occupational event has taken place at th e
site . The lack of any diagnostic artifacts precludes any cultural o r
temporal assessment . However, the presence of obsidian provides th e
possibility of obtaining a hydration date . The site's location suggest s
it probably served as a lookout .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appear s
low . At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any advers e
impacts . This site lies outside the boundaries of the park and preserve .



Xf-142 (continued)
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XSP-143

Site Elevation :

	

NE1/4, NE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
1225 ft .

	

Section 9

	

Lookout
T19N, R24 E

Site Age :

	

Kateel River Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknown

This site is located on a prominent morainal feature perched on th e
northside of the east end of the Alatna Portage . The site is elevate d
50-75 meters above the valley floor . XSP-147 is located 1 kilometer t o
the south . The view of the valleys to the east, south and west is virtuall y
unlimited while to the north the view is obstructed by rising terrain .

Vegetation on the site consists of the young poplar, birch, spruce ,
willow and dwarf birch typical following a wildfire . The burned, crusty
lichen/moss mat, although hard and brittle, remains intact over most of th e
site . The top of the knoll measures 50 x 50 meters with abrupt slope s
on all but the north side where a saddle between the knoll and the risin g
valley wall is present . Ground cover on the western end of knoll consist s
of low woody and herbaceous plants while the eastern end is expose d
gravel and mineral soil and sparsely vegetated . A well used game trai l
runs along the base of the knoll in an east-west direction .

The site was discovered as the result of surface inspection of the area .
A basal fragment of a black chert projectile point was observed protrudin g
from the lichen mat on the central portion of the western edge of th e
site . Further surface inspection failed to reveal additional cultura l
materials and no subsurface testing was conducted .
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The projectile point base appears to be of the constricting stem variety
and is well made . The lateral margins of the artifact are lightly groun d
which the base exhibits heavy grinding . The style of this projectil e
point is similar to varieties included in the Northern Archaic Traditio n
described at the Onion Portage site (Anderson, 1968, 1970) . This isolated
artifact may represent occupation of the site between 4000-6000 year s
ago . The site's location suggests it served as a lookout .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appear s
low. At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any advers e
impacts . This site lies outside the boundaries of the park and preserve .

PRoj ECTLE Pof Nt 6AS c

XSP-144

Site Elevation :

	

NE1/4, NW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
1220 ft .

	

Section 8

	

Lookou t
T19N, R24E

Site Age :

	

Kateel River Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknown

119-Ac
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This site is located on a glacially formed knoll 1 .6 kilometer east o f
the northern tributary of Helpmejack Creek . The site lies on the nort h
side of the Helpmejack Creek Valley 400 meters south of the foot of th e
mountain front which runs from the Alatna Valley on the east to the
headwaters of Helpmejack Creek on the west . This 3 kilometer linea r
area bordering the mountain foot is characterized by glacial topograph y
offset by drains flowing south into the Helpmejack Valley . Lowlands o f
willow, alder, and black spruce border the eastern end of the site whil e
dense stands of willows may be found at the southern and western ends .
On the north the site is bordered by black spruce . The vegetation o n
the top of this well-drained knoll consists of spruce, young poplar ,
occasional willow, and dwarf birch . Labrador tea, blueberry and a few
other ericaceous plants are scattered over the lichen/moss covered ground .
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A game trail runs the length of this 250 meter long knoll . The easter n
end of the knoll is most prominent and is the location of the cultura l
material . During surface inspection of the area a large gray/green ,
marbled chert flake tool was observed protruding from the game trai l
near its eastern end . Two additional fragments of the tool lay nearby ,
suggesting the breakage may be the result of animal traffic over th e
trail . The tool is unifically worked and exhibits extensive edge retouch
and appears . to have been used as a knife/scraper .

The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes temporal or cultural assessmen t
of the site . The site's location suggests it served as a lookout .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appear s
low . At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any advers e
impacts . This site is located outside of the boundaries of the park and
preserve .
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XSP-14 7

Site

	

Elevation : SE1/4, SE1/4 Probable Site Type :
1035 ft . Section 9 Lookou t

T19N, R24E
Site Elevation : Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultura l

Unknown Affiliation :

	

Unknown

This site is located on the western end of an east-west trending lo w
relief ridge which rises slowly toward its western promontory . Two
kilometers to the south, Helpmejack Creek makes a pronounced jog to th e
south before resuming its eastward direction . The site occupies th e
highest ground in this portion of the Helpmejack Creek Valley and provide s
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an excellent 360° view . To the west, the direction which constitute s
the most extensive and encompassing view, lies what may be termed th e
western extent of the Alatna Portage . This area is characterized by lo w
rolling topography set off by a few isolated ridges and knolls whic h
constitute the high ground in otherwise low terrain .

Vegetation at and around the site is typical of burn recovery areas . Th e
undestory is composed of crusty, desiccated, moss mat upon which lo w
woody and herbaceous plants grown in moderate density . Burned spruc e
snags, standing and fallen, are common and sapling size spruce, poplar ,
birch and willow are scattered about .

The site was discovered as a result of surface inspection . Two flakes o f
black translucent obsidian were observed 10 meters east of the ridge top .
Cortex is present on the striking platforms of both flakes . A third
larger fragment of cortex bearing obsidian, exhibited retouch on th e
ventral surfac and may have teen an a' • ' ed atteiipt at bifact--redt+Et-i-ec1 .

The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes any temporal or cultura l
assessment of the site . However, the variety of lithic materia l
suggests that more than a single occupational event occurred at the
site . The obsidian may provide a hydration date . The site's locatio n
suggests it served as a lookout .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appear s
low . At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any advers e
impacts . This site lies outside the boundaries of the park and preserve .

XSP-148

Site Elevation : NW1/4, NW1/4 Probable Site Type :
850 ft . Section 6 Lookou t

T19N, R25E
Site Age : Kateel

	

River Meridian Probable Cultura l
Unknown Affiliation :

	

Unknown

This site is not in the park . The site is located in a morainal comple x
in the northeast end of the Helpmejack Hills about 4 .5 kilometers southwes t
of the Alatna River . Lake Creek Lake is 4 kilometers south-southwest of th e
site and XSP-149 lies about 1 kilometer to the west-northwest . The sit e
lies on a linear morainal ridge which lies between two ponds ; one 25 0
meters to the north and the other 500 meters to the east-southeast . Th e
site offers a good view of the area for a distance of 8-10 kilometers i n
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all directions except to the north . Due to a recent wildfire there i s
little living vegetation although the majority of the surface is covere d
by a hard, dry, cursty mat of burned lichen and moss . The thinly scattere d
living vegetation consists of low woody and herbaceous plants, smal l
birch, dwarf birch and willow . Standing and fallen burned spruce snag s
are common .

The cultural material consisted of obsidian flakes, some with cortex, thinl y
scattered on surface over an area 10 meters 2 . One 20 cm2 test pit wa s
excavated to a depth of 10 cm . and no cultural material was encountered .

Cultural material suggests the site was used only once as a hunting
lookout . Cortex on some of the flakes suggest the reduction of an obsidia n
cobble occurred on site .

The significance of the site is of a local nature and the site is in no dange r
of adve -

	

t . T

	

-a

	

f di agno ti anti fac#s._makes a temporal o r
cultural a .- sm- t i pos-si- le althou h, he obsidian might rovide	 a
hydrat i • n •ate .

	

/ \

	

L

L]
XSP-149

NW1/4, NE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
Section 1

	

Lookou t
T19N, R24 E

Site Age :

	

Kateel River Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
4600 years B .P .

	

Affiliation : Unknown

This site is located on a valley edge lineal rock outcrop which appear s
to have been incorporated into a lateral moraine . XSP-148 lies on e
kilometer to the east-southeast, while Lake Creek Lake lies 3 .5 kilometers
to the south-southwest . This site is outside the boundary of the park .

The site provides an excellent view south across the valley, west to th e
Helpmejack Creek drainage and east to the Alatna River drainage . To the
north, the valley wall is 250 meters distant .

The area is one of recent wildfire activity . As a result, that portion o f
the surface which is not exposed bedrock or till, is covered by th e
hard, dry, crusty mat of lichen and moss common to well drained recentl y
burned areas . A few small birch and aspen are growing on the site .
Standing and fallen burned spruce snags are present .

Cultural material consists of very large cortex bearing obsidian flake s
and chunks which were observed lying on and in the surface . The sit e
area is 1 x 15 meters . Une test pit was excavated to bedrock, 5 cm . below
surface, and no cultural material was recovered . A single amorphous too l
fragment was the only artifact noted . This artifact was not diagnosti c
and no cultural assessment can be made . A sample of obsidian was submitte d

Site Elevation :
1100 ft .
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for hydration analysis at two labortories which returned measurements o f
2 .59u + 0 .24u and 2 .64u + 0 .32u . Using the hydration rate derived a t
Lake Selby of 1 .44u 2 /1000 years the hydration rind thickness indicates a
site age of roughly 4600 years B .P .

Evidence suggests that the site was a once used hunting lookout . Cortex
on the flakes suggests cobble reduction was taking place .

Significance of the site is on a local level only and at present n o
adverse impacts appear to be threatening the site .

HUG-124

	

Unknown
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This si : c	 is located nthe
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pojraphy which surrpunid s
the Helpmejack Lakes . Located on a morainal ridge, 400 meters northwest o f
of the mouth of the largest of the lakes inlet stream, the site offers a
good view of the local area . This is especially true to the north wher e
the view encompasses numerous small lakes and ponds scattered throughou t
the undulating glacial topography .

Vegetation in the site area consists of scattered birch, spruce, shru b
birch, and willow . The great majority of the surface cover is compose d
of lichen, moss, and scattered low woody and herbaceous plants . Ther e
are a few small, scattered mineral soil exposures in the site area .
There is some evidence of past wildfire activity .

The site was located as the result of visual inspection of the surface .
A single large flake of smokey obsidian was observed in a mineral soi l
exposure on the northern margin of the ridge . A 20 cm2 test pit wa s
excavated to a depth of 10 cm . near the flake location and proved to b e
culturally sterile .

The site's location suggests it served as a lookout . The lack of diagnosti c
artifacts precludes temporal or cultural assessment of the site . However ,
the obsidian may provide a hydration date .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low . At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .
This site lies outside the boundaries of the park and preserve .
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HUG-12 5

Site

	

Elevation : NW1/4, SE1/4 Probable Site Type :
760 ft . Section 23 Unknow n

T18N, R24W
Site Age : Fairbanks Meridian Probable Cultura l

Unknown Affiliation :

	

Unknown
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additional cultural material was observed .

Neither site location or cultural material suggest what the purpose o f
this site may have been . The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes any
temporal or cultural assessment of the site .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low . At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .
This site lies outside the boundaries of the park and preserve .

HUG-126

Site Elevation :

	

NE1/4, NW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
700 ft .

	

Section 35

	

Camp
T18N, R24E

Site Age :

	

Kateel River Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Ca . 4000 years B .P .

	

Affiliation : Unknown

This site lies on a flat topped, dead-ice, glacial feature on the southeas t
corner of Helpmejack Lake about 1/2 kilometer north of the southern en d
of the lake . This site lies outside the park boundaries .

The bench or terrace that the site lies on is associated with the moraina l
ridge which parallels the eastern shore of the lake roughly 400 meters
from the waters edge . The morainal ridge is in turn, part of the general ,
chaotic, glacial topography which surrounds the lake . The formation o f
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This site is located on a lake-edge kame in the chaotic glacial topography
that surrounds the Helpmejack Lakes . This site lies approximately 20 0
meters northwest of WIS-124 at the southern end of the largest lake nort h
of "Big" Helpmejack Lake . The site is situated 4 meters above lake leve l
and 6 meters east of the lake shore and provides only a local view .

Vegetation at the site consists of scattered birch, spruce, willow, an d
shrub birch . Low vegetation includes lichen, moss, grass, and some low
woody a ► -hem
kame ex
are al s

runsruns along thecres,t_o the__ _,
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the lake is obviously glacial in origin . The bench is composed of gravel ,
sand and cobbles and is extremely level . The bench parallels lake shor e
for a distance of at least 50 meters and rises abrubtly from the grave l
beach at the annual high water or ice thrust line to an elevation of 3- 4
meters above the lake level . At present the flow line of the lake edg e
lies no more than 5 meters from the benches's break-in-slope . The hard ,
well-drained, level, portion of the bench is roughly triangular in shap e
the narrow end, approximately 3 meters across, to the south, and th e
wide end, roughly 15 meters across, on the north .

At present the view from the site encompasses the entire lake . However ,
due to the trees, .a person must move from place to place on the site t o
obtain the complete view . The view also includes most of the morain comple x
and more distant hills that surround the lake . Prior to the arrival of
trees in the area, 5000-6000 years ago, the view from the site woul d
have been excellent . The lake is at least 5 meters deep off the site .
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and a much more robust mat of lichen and moss . There is some limite d
surficial evidence of past wildfire activity ; charcoal is present throughou t
the thin soil profile, the majority of the larger chunks lying in an d
incorporated at the bottom of the root mat . Coring of the largest tree s
on the site indicate an average age of about 70 years . This suggest s
that the most recent wildfire to burn the area occurred between 70 and 10 0
years ago .

There are no unvegetated areas on the site with the exception of scattered ,
small areas along the break-in-slope on the bench's western edge . No
erosion is presently occurring . Two active game trails run the lengt h
of the bench . In these trails the surface vegetation has been obliterate d
exposing the organic soil .

The site was located through a visual survey of the surface of the bench .
At some time in the past 10-15 years, the bench was used as a short term
camp locality . A small excavation, now well revegatated, was dug for a
hearth . It was in the scattered back dirt of the excavation that fou r
obsidian flakes were observed . A careful visual survey of the northernmos t
25 meters (the most attractive portion of the bench) of the site yielde d
no additional cultural material . During this visual reconnaissance o f
the site, no depressions which could be construed as possible cultura l
features were observed .

A 30 cm2 test pit was excavated just south of the modern hearth . Thi s
test pit, test pit #1, will be referenced as site datum as no site ta g
was placed in the site as it is located outside the park boundry . The
test pit was excavated to a depth of approximately 15 cm . Test pit # 1
yielded numerous obsidian flakes, several black chert flakes and a smal l
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obsidian end scraper one surface of which was covered with a sugary
cortex . Test pit #2 (all test pits are 30 cm 2 x 15 cm . deep) lies 5
meters from test pit #1 on a bearing of 26° mag . Test pit #2 produced a
single brown chert flake from a depth of 4 cm . below surface . Test pi t
#3 yielded three obsidian flakes from 2-6 cm . below surface and lies 9
meters from test pit #1 on a bearing of 02° mag . Test pit #4, 5 meter s
from test pit #1 on a bearing of 105° mag . produced numerous black chert
flakes and a few obsidian flakes, as well as a black chert tool fragmen t
all between 2-10 cm . below surface . The tool fragment appears to have
been detached from the tool by potlid fracturing which suggests associatio n
with extreme heat . This heat source could have been generated either by
an aboriginal camp fire or by past wildfires . Test pit #5 produced on e
obsidian flake and one black chert flake between 2 and 6 cm . below
surface . Test pit #5 lies 14 meters from test pit #1 on a bearing o f
204° mag . Test pit #6, 15 meters from test pit #1 on a bearing of 74 °
mag ., proved to be culturally sterile .
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The majority of the site is well drained and soil development appear s
good . Charcoal is present to some degree throughout the soil profil e
but is most common in the root mat and organic soil . Due to wildfire
activity and lacking a formal hearth or fire pit is is impossible t o
determine culturally produced charcoal from naturally produced charcoal .
Some fish scales were noted in the test pits but their rather dry natur e
suggest they fell in from the surface when the vegetation was remove d
from of the test pits . No bone of any type was found in the test excavations .

The site can be considered fairly large . Evidence suggests the site wa s
a camp site probably used many times . It is probably not an over-wintering
habitation site as features such as house pits or cache pits generall y
associated with that type of site appear to be absent . The site coul d
have been a spring, summer, fall fishing and/or hunting camp and may b e
associated with the hunting lookout sites located on the morainal ridg e
to the east, south and north .

The physical integrety of the site is excellent . There is no active erosio n
taking place and there appears to be little chance that any will occur .
The entirety of the site's surface is protected by vegetation .

The site is of a type expected to be found around a large deep water lak e
with good fish and game resources . Large pike are easily caught i n
quantity on hook and line and lake trout are also present . It is assume d
that whitefish and burbot also reside in the lake .



The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes cultural assessment of th e
site . A sample of obsidian was submitted for hydration analysis to thre e
different laboratories . The ring measurements varied to the extent tha t
they may be unreliable . However, a midrange measurement of 2 .41u + 0 .20u
suggests that the site age is roughly 4000 years B .P . This age assessment
is based on a locally (Lake Selby) developed hydration rate of 1 .44u 2/1000 years .

The significance of the site could be high but only further investigatio n
can determine if such is the case . Research potential is good .
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HUG-127

Site Elevation :

	

NW1/4, NE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
780 ft .

	

Section 35

	

Lookou t
T18N, R24E

Site Age

	

Kateel River Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknown

The site lies on a prominence on the morainal ridge on the east side o f
Helpmejack Lake . HUG-126 lies about 300 meters to the west . The view
from the site is excellent as it lies approximately 30 meters above th e
lake . The entirety of the lake and the local area around the lake ca n
be easily viewed .

The surface of the site is covered by a robust mat of lichen, moss an d
low woody	 and herbaceous plants . Several game trails cross the sit e
area and they,

	

welT-as so` limited

	

st action, have—exposed scattered
small patces -"sf ineral so

	

Trees n

	

hrubs at -t-he si~e are--repesehted
by scattered sm ll spruc b r , wil o an dwarf birch . Charcoel ,
resultirg from it fire cti ty, is vi i l in the soiljrofile .

A single ggreen

	

ert la e ws obs v d on ;

	

surf ce of the lichen mat .
Two 20 cm z test pits were exc.a ate

	

a de

	

of

	

cm . and both proved
to be culturally sterile . The lack of diagnostic artifacts preclude s
temporal or cultural assessment of the site .

The site is most likely a hunting lookout and as such may be associate d
with the nearby HUG-126 . Site significance is of a local nature only .
At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any advers e
impacts . The site lies outside the park boudary .

HUG-128

Site Elevation :

	

NW1/4, NW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
770 ft .

	

Section 35

	

Lookou t
T18N, R24E

Site Age

	

Kateel River Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknown

This site lies on the southern prominence of the morainal ridge whic h
parallels the eastern shore of Helpmejack Lake . HUG-126 lies approximatel y
350 meters to the north-northeast . The site is located at the extrem e
southeast corner of the lake and overlooks the lake's outlet strea m
from an elevation of 30 meters above the lake . Due to its position th e
site offers a good view of the lake to the north and west and also provide s
a good view of the first few kilometers of the outlet stream valley .

Vegetation at the site consists of a robust mat of lichen, moss, and lo w
woody and herbaceous plants as well as small spruce, scattered poplar ,
and a few dwarf birch and willow . Evidence of past wildfire activit y
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can be seen in the soil profile at the base of the root mat . The southern
face of the ridge has a large mineral soil exposure due to frost an d
wind action .

On this exposure about one dozen black chert flakes were observed on an d
in the surface . A 20 cm 2 test pit, test pit #1, was excavated to a
depth of 15 cm ., 4 meters north of the surface flake location . Test pi t
#1 yielded ten very small black and gray chert flakes between 2-5 cm .
below surface . Test pit #2 was excavated three meters west of test pi t
#1 and proved to be culturally sterile . The site produced no diagnosti c
artifacts, therefore no temporal or cultural assessment can be made .
The variety of lithic material may indicate that several occupationa l
events occurred at the site . The site probably served as a huntin g
lookout and may be associated with the large site, HUG-126 .

Site significance is of a local nature only . At present the site doe s
not appear

	

hreate•

	

, . ny advers-

	

pacts .	 The site is	 located	
outside t h- ',;,,,,,, b• n da r

Site

	

Elevation : SW1/4, SE1/4 Probable Site type :
710 ft . Section 23 Camp

T18N, R24E
Site Age : Kateel

	

River Meridian Probable Cultura l
Unknown Affiliation :

	

Unknown

This site is located on the northern shore of Helpmejack Lake on th e
site of what appears to have been guiding camp or a BLM fire camp 10-2 0
years old . The shore along this portion of the lake is relatively lo w
rising only a meter above the water's edge . Thirty to seventy meter s
north of the water's edge the land begins to rise, 40-70 meters, formin g
the ridges and knolls of morainal topography . Ancient strand line s
marking former lake shore levels, probably during post-glacial lowerin g
of this lake, give the rising terrain at the rear of the site a terrace d
or stepped appearance . There are between 4 and 5 levels or sublevel s
represented .

The vegetation on and around the site is made up of black spruce, dwar f
birch, some paper birch, and poplar while the understory is comprised o f
moss, lichen, grass, and low woody and herbaceous plants .

The site was initially discovered by noting the anomalous grassy vegetatio n
occurring in a sub-rectangular pattern which covered an area of 5 x 4
meters . A very distinct elevated area in the apparent center of th e
feature measured 1 meter2 at the base and projected 15-20 cm . above the
surrounding , flat surface of the feature . This knob, when cross-sectioned ,
revealed a 30 cm . thick mat of sphagnum moss possibly representing multipl e
artifically placed layers which conformably overlay a 5 cm, thick dar k
brown organic zone . A pronounced band of reddish-brown organic matte r

UG-/ 29F
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is present in the middle of the thickest portion of this unit and ma y
represent a floor remnant of this feature which has been designated

house #1 .

A 1 meter x 40 cm . trench, trench #1, oriented parallel to the north-sout h
axis of house #1 was excavated in order to cross-section the elevate d
moss mound, and the flat, grass covered portion of the feature to th e
south . The trench and house long axis bear 20° mag . Stratigraphi c
evidence suggests that the east and west sides may each have an entryway .
Unfortunately a hornet's nest was present in the ground on the wester n
side where an entrance-way might be present and no testing was possible .

A portion of the "floor" was removed revealing what may be wooden structura l
members . The wood is quite decomposed but retains enough structure t o
differentiate it from large roots . The west wall contains a fragment o f
wood which measures 1 .5 cm . on a side, and is of unknown length ; a t
least 10 cn. was —exposed lying top of

	

floor . —Two—rob-bles
tat o ' th e
ly alterFd .

In association wijh jthesa ob'es was

	

large amount o charcoal . A
sample of thechGoal was jcol lcc ed ro Tthe\f\oor at the south end
the trench and a sample of wood was collected frbm

	

west wall . A
additional 30 cm 2 test pit was excavated to the northeast of the nort h
wall of the trench and the stratigraphy is comparable to that found i n
the southern portion of the trench . No cultural material was observe d
although some additional wood fragments were present . The amount o f
development of the A2 soil horizon, which may underlap the organic charcoal ,
may be indicative of the age of the feature .

Trench #2 was excavated .75 meters northeast of trench #1 and is 2 . 5
meters east-west x .50 meters north-south . The sod layer was removed an d

revealed several pieces of wood which may be structural members . Sample s
of the wood were taken and the rest of the sod/moss layer removed revealin g
two deposits of charcoal . In association with the charcoal was a smal l
piece of hemitite (ochre) .

The test excavation in the feature termed, house #2, 15-20 meters wes t
of house #1, provided one of the more interesting stratigraphic sequence s
with what may be five, superimposed living floors . These units vary i n
thickness with the uppermost floor being the thickest . Fire-cracked
rock, a few pieces of silicified siltstone, fractured at sharp angles ,
and a large piece of yellow ochre were the only lithics associated wit h
the test pit . It appears from the stratigraphic profile that the uppermos t
occupation excavated a deep trash/storage pit in this portion of th e
dwelling, which cut through all four underlying living floors terminatin g
on gravel . The yellow orche may have come from the trash pit midden .
Other small pieces of yellow ochre were observed in the walls of th e
trash pit and occupation floors . No bone or recognizable worked ston e
such as flakes, etc . were found though two pebbles may exhibit slight ,
but unclear battering along their edges .

present at the cb
have been cultural
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The test excavation in the feature termed house #5 produced a large cobbl e
which may have been used as a pestel or maul . The site appears large an d
complex and additional work is necessary for the formulation of any bu t
the most cursory descriptive statement .

Site significance and research potential are unknown at this time . The
site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts . This sit e
lies outside the boundaries of the park and preserve .
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HUG-130

Site

	

Elevation : NE1/4, SE1/4 Probable Site Type :
800 ft . Section 26 Lookou t

T18N, R24 E
Site Age : Kateel

	

River Meridian Probable Cultura l
Unknown Affiliation :

	

Unknown

The site lies on a prominence on the morainal ridge on the east side o f
the lake at a point about 4/5 of the way north from the southern end o f
the lake . HUG-127 lies one kilometer to the south . The site location i s
on the most prominant of the ridges the east side of the lake . The sit e
offers an excellent view of Helpmejack Lake and the surrounding loca l
country .

The site area was inspected visually and no cultural material was observed .
A test pit (#1) was excavated on the northwestern portion of the sit e
just above the break-in-slope . The test pit was 30 cm 2 and excavated t o
a depth of 15 cm . A single obsidian flake was recovered from the organi c
soil horizon 6 cm . below surface . Five more test pits were excavated i n
adjacent areas, 1-10 meters distant from the original test pit, and al l
proved to be culturally sterile .

The site probably served as a hunting lookout . Significance is of a
local nature only . No diagnostic artifacts were observed and no tempora l
or cultural assessment can be made, although, the obsidian may provid e
a hydration date . Given the amount of area at the site available fo r
use it is odd that cultural material is so scarce . No apparent advers e
impacts appear to be threatening the site . The site lies outside the
park boundary .

The site is vegetated by a robust growth of lichen, moss and low woody and
herbaceous"plants Ther m
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HUG-13 1

Site

	

Elevation : SE1/4,

	

NE1/4 Probable Site Type :
780 ft . Section 26 Lookou t

T18N, R24E
Site Age : Kateel

	

River Meridian Probable Cultura l
Unknown Affiliation :

	

Unknown
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the site area are open . lfwarf itch and will•^ .re ' aho scattered a
Evidence of past wildfire activity can only rarely be seen on surface .
However, many chunks and flecks of charcoal are present in the root ma t
and in the organic soil horizon . There are no mineral soil exposures o r
unvegetated areas .

The site was located through subsurface testing . Test pit #1, 30 cm2 wa s
excavated to a depth of 12 cm . on the northwest edge of the site area jus t
above the break-in-slope . Test pit #1 yielded five very small obsidian
flakes an a single small black chert flake . All of the flakes appear t o
be of the type derived from the final stages of tool manufacture . The
flakes were recovered from the base of the root mat and also incorporate d
in the root mat, 1-3 cm . below surface . A second similar sized test pi t
(#2) was excavated 1 meter to the north of test pit #1 and yielded a
single small obsidian flake . Test pit #3, 4 meters to the south of tes t
pit #1, and test pit #4, 3 meters to the northwest of test pit #1, wer e
both culturally sterile .

The site appears to have been a hunting lookout . The variety of lithi c
material suggests that more than one occupational event occurred at th e
site . No cultural or temporal assessment can be made due to the lack o f
diagnostic artifacts . However, the obsidian may provide a hydration date .

Site significance is of a local nature only and research potential is low .
There does not appear to be any adverse impacts threatening the site .
This site lies outside the boundary of the park .

The site is located on the east side of Helpmejack Lake roughly 1/ 2
kilometer north of HUG-130 and slightly more than a kilometer eas t
southeast of HUG-129 . The site lies on a rather nondescript protuberanc e
of the general morainal ridge that parallels the east shore of the lake .
The site is elevated roughly 25 meters above the lake shore which lie s
250 meters to the west . The view from the site is excellent encompassin g
most of the lake and surrounding local country . Only the southeas t
portion of	 the lake is not visible .
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MAP AREA #5

LAKE KIPMIK/LAKE AMITCHIA K

Camp #11 July 30 - August7

We moved to this camp via float equiped fixed-wing aircraft and helicopter .
Camp #11 was located at the northwest end of Lake Kipmik 130 mile s
northwest of Camp #10 .

Archeological Survey, logistically supported by inflatable raft and out -
board motor, was conducted out of this camp for a period of seven day s
during which time an area of roughly 4 square miles was investigated . A
total of 21 archeological sites were located while working out of this camp .

Lake Kim k any L ke Am'tc ak are wi`rr-1'ak=s separated by an inl3t/outle t
stream sl

	

ess then 1

	

ile in - .th

	

Together the lakes ar e
slightly-mare-than 5 .5- : ong .

	

he ' • es po

	

s an.xcel lent fi sh_rAsource
including lake trout, grayling, burbot, and whitefish . Caribou are
seasonally plentiful . The last day we were at this location more tha n
3000 caribou passed by our camp .

There are a number of large sites located around the lakes . Several of
these sites are representitive of late prehistoric Eskimo . These sites
consist of semi-subterranean house remains, cache pits, and midde n
deposits . It appears that these sites were over-wintering locales whic h
attests to the area's abundant and reliable subsistence resources . At
least one of these groups of semi-subterranean houses may be considerabl y
older than late prehistoric Eskimo and may represent occupations by Eskimo
Continuum cultures between 1000 and 4000 years ago .

An extremely large Denbig,Flint Complex site was discovered on the shore s
of Lake Kipmik

	

The site is definitely an often used habitation local e
but does not appear to be of the over-wintering type . There are no
indications of semi-subterranean house structures nor would the site ' s
location allow for the construction of any but the shallowest and mos t
inefficient of dwellings . Therefore, this site appears to be of a rathe r
unique type ; a very large non-winter, habitation site . This site withou t
question is one of the most important sites located during the course o f
the 1985 survey .

An isolated fluted projectile point was located a mile or so southeast o f
Lake Kipmik . Although fluted projectile points do not necessarily indicat e
antiquity it appears that this area has supported human occupation ove r
at least the last 7 or 8 millennia .

The Camp #11 area lies just south of the Continental Divide . The location
is beyond bottt~atitudJndl ar altitud .1 tree l~s re-Oan	 is—,
one of ..0 • . covered h i lls an steep y~r sing, roc
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reach ele atio s~f more	 than p000 f

- 137 -



Weather Data During the Survey of Map area #5

* DATE
TEMPERATURE ° F

CAMP # LOW

	

HIGH SKY WIND
7-31-85 11 clear cal m
8-01-85 11 35° fog on lake, sunny clea r
8-02-85 11 38°

_
clear cal m

8-03-85 11 34° high thin couds, sunny cal m
8-04-85 11 34° clear cal m
8-05-85 11 32° clear cal m
8-06-85 11 34° sunny, evening rai n
8-07-85 11 38° few clouds, clear calm







AMR-032

Site Elevation :

	

NW1/4, SE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
2460 ft .

	

Section 29

	

Semi-Subterranean Hous e
T30N, R12E

	

(village )
Site Age :

	

Kateel River Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
ca . 500 years B .P .

	

Affiliation : Lat e
Prehistoric Eskim o

This site is located on a lake-edge bluff on the northwest corner o f
Lake Kipmik 200 meters east-northeast of the lake's outlet stream . Th e
site is located on an 8 meter high bluff which, after sloping gentl y
toward the lake for a distance of 30 meters, plunges abruptly to th e
rocky beach . The view from the site is panoramic and encompasses all o f
Lake Kipmik and the surrounding country as well as the eastern portion o f
Lake Ami tchi ak .

j
gh

tat io n
en ,

This site was initially reported by W . Irving in 1962 and later examine d
and reported on by E . Hall in 1973 . We had considerably more time to
spend in our examination of the site than did Irving or Hall and therefore ,
noted more site detail than they had an opportunity to do . Our more i n
depth investigation leaves us in general agreement with Hal l ' s and Irving' s
site assessments .

Prior to examining the site our main concern was its possible degradation .
In his 1973 report, Hall states that the houses were in the process o f
sliding off the bluff into the lake . Using Hall's description of th e
site in 1973 as a baseline, it appears that little additional sloughing/slidin g
over/down the bluff face has occurred during the intervening 13 years .
Although, some limited erosion has been and is occurring at the site th e
majority of the bluff face appears to be at least semi-stabilized b y
vegetation ; mostly willow and grass . This is not to say that sit e
destruction/degradation is not occurring, but is is occurring at a n
extremely slow rate . Evidence of site degradation is apparent at th e
base of the bluff at about the mid-point of the site area . In places th e
beach is littered with the complete and framentary bones of caribou an d
moose, flakes and chunks of chert, and fire-cracked rock . It is eviden t
from the physical condition of much of this cultural material that it ha s
been exposed on the beach for a considerable period of time . As Hal l
notes there is a 10-12 cm . thick band of midden material eroding out o f
the face of the bluff which is the origin of the cultural debris on the beach .

Hall estimated that site to by 66 x 33 meters which is close to ou r
estimation of 65 x 20 meters . Hall did not include a site map wit h
his report and, therefore, it was somewhat difficult to orient the house s
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other than going by physical description and/or evidence of previous testing .
Hall positively identifies four semi-subterrainean houses and suggests

an
d ther e

suggests that seVen additional rhouse's mays also be present
.

The
ouse

difference in the degree of visibility or definition of the house remain s
may indicate several periods of occupations occurred at the site . Severa l
small depressions may represent cache pits . The houses average 4-5 meters i n
length, 4 meters wide, and all have south facing entrance tunnels 3- 4
meters long . The house depressions average 45 cm . below the level of the
surrounding ground . The entry tunnels appear to be offset in relation t o
the south wall of the houses ; the tunnels do not exit in the center o f
the wall . The entrance tunnels are lined and roofed with bedrock slab s
measuring, on the average, 1 .0 x 0 .75 meters . Additional evidence suggest s
that the houses were also lined with bedrock slabs . The majority of th e
houses appear to have been built very close to the face of the bluf f
even allowing for 500 years of bluff-face erosion .

SubsurfaceSubsurface t

	

t the

	

st and pre s ent indicates	 tat iha	 1
surface ve a on ov : rs 9 eaty 1 yer t t s very thin or non-exist antf
in cultura 1 dis reed areas suc as t e •us- depressions. In th e
undisturbe' reas th peat lay r as u t .

	

•m . t h i c c . Tre peat 1 3v1 ,
where presnt, capp -• a 10-15 cm . hic o • .

	

oil layer which contai e d
cultural m . r-i-a-l-: The s-e-1 in

	

is / - el is

	

. ined.dark brown to al ck ,
feels greasy, smells bad, and contains charcoal bone, burned bone, fire -
cracked rock, bedrock fragments, waste flakes and artifacts of a
variety of chert types . The cultural level overlays a brownish/gra y
mineral soil/fractured bedrock matrix of unknown depth . Non-habitatio n
areas of the site show essentially the same stratigraphy except that th e
organic soil horizon is thinner and often contains no cultural material .

Evidence suggests that the site, at least the portion represented b y
the four "obvious houses" represents aWale .prehistoric Eskimo; over-
wi nteri ng village site . Other features mayrepresent—an:ea;r_l i er_ occupation .
Caribou are currently abundant in the region and faunal evidence suggest s
they were at the time of site occupation . Fish resources in the lake(s )
are excellent and moose are also present . At present there appears to be
an inexhaustable supply of willows in the local area .

Site significance is moderate to high and research potential is excellent .
At present the site is mildly threatened by on-going low level erosion .
The site is quite visible and therefore potentially threatened by par k
visitors . The site should be monitored period ` caTly
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AMR-032 (continued)
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AMR-033

Site Elevation :

	

NE1/4, NE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :

2700 ft .

		

Section 30

	

Lookout

T30N, R12E

Site Age :

	

Kateel River Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l

Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknown

This site is located on top of the most prominent bedrock ridge on th e

northeast quadrant of Lake Ami tchi ak . The ridge lies approximately 0 . 8

kilometers east of the outlet stream of two small lakes located 1-1 . 5

kilometers north of the lake . The site is located on the westernmos t
and highest part of this northeast-southwest trending ridge . To the
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south the ridge drops abrubtly to the shore of Lake Amitchiak 300 meter s
to the south . To the north the terrain is open tundra sloping westwar d
into the small lake basins . To the east the land slopes south towar d
the lake .

The vegetation on the site is a combination of grasses, mosses and lichen ,
with low woody and herbaceous plants and dwarf willow making up the
remainder . The view from the site is excellent in all directions . Th e
low pass to the north toward the two small lakes is a known caribou
migration route and caribou signs are abundent .

The site was discovered as a result of subsurface testing . No lithic s
were observed on the surface, although a fairly recent indication of us e
of the site was apparent in the sawn caribou skull and the base or to p
of a tabacco can lying on the south slope . The grass/moss area where
the site lies is 5 meter 2 and slopes slightly to the north . A 3 0
cm2 test pit was

	

cavatea ne

	

he cent
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distinct robust it of pla-Tit— o th was a p .rant . Betwccn 10 and 20 m _
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btne fragments and on e
small piece o'fcha coal .

	

his to t p t •o

	

e' ou ; at 25 cm . below
surface on—bedro 1 . No

	

cerndb e . ral s - .tig

	

by was apparentn
the test pit . It appears that the test pit may have intersected a portio n
of a hearth . A second 30cm2 test pit was excavated 3 meters northwes t
of test pit #1 and proved to be culturally sterile .

On the southern portion of grass/moss covered area of the site was a
group of several large boulder sized blocks of bedrock . By lifting a
few of the larger blocks a view into what appeared to be a part of a
structure was available . Bone fragments and moss were beneath a few o f
the blocks and the texture of the surrounding grass/moss vegetation ma t
may indicate an organic accumulation such as a midden . Such a site woul d
not be surprising as at least two late prehistoric Eskimo over-winterin g
sites occur in the area .

The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes any temporal or cultura l
assessment of the site . However, the presence of obsidian and cultura l
organics may provide a date for the site . The variety of lithic materia l
suggests that more than a single occupational event occurred . The locatio n
of the site suggests it may have served as a lookout and/or camp .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential may b e
moderate . At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any
adverse impacts .



AMR-034

Site Elevation :

	

NW1/4, NE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :

2700 ft .

	

Section 30

	

Lookou t
T30N, R12 E

Site Age :

	

Kateel River Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknown

This site is located on the middle, broad, flat portion of a prominen t
northeast trending ridge on the north side of Lake Amitchiak . The delt a
of the outlet stream of two small lakes which lie 1 kilometer north o f
Amitchiak is located 450-500 meters to the west . The bluff face drop s
steeply to the sloping north shore of Amitchiak Lake which lies 100
meters south of the site, and 60 meters lower . The view from the sit e
is good to the north, west, south and southeast . The view to the eas t
is less extensive with AMR-033 obstructing the view northeast .
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The site was discovered as a result of surface inspection . Thirty meter s
east of the western break-in-slope, on a centrally located rise, ten blac k
chert flakes and two brown banded chert flakes were found in a 2 meter 2
area . Sixty-five meters to the east on a slightly higher rise, alon g
the southern edge of the ridge, additional cultural material was observed .
Within a 8 meter 2 area a large blade-like flake of tan/brown banded
chert, a small tool fragment of gray chert, and five flakes of dark gra y
chert were observed .

The site's location suggests it served as a lookout . The lack of
diagnostic artifacts precludes any temporal or cultural assessment o f

the site . The variety of lithic material suggests that more than on e
occupational event occurred at the site .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appear s
low . At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any advers e
impacts .
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AMR-035

Site Elevation :

	

SW1/4, NE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
2750 ft .

	

Section 19

	

Lookou t
T30N, R19 E

Site Age :

	

Kateel River Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknown

This site is located on the northwest corner of the northern of two smal l
lakes 1 .4 kilometers north of Lake Amitchiak . The site lies on top of a
well-drained glacially formed knoll which is relatively flat over its 6 0
x 40 meter area . The knoll is elevated 15 meters above the small lake
and offers a good view in all directions .

Vegetation at the site is sparse and patchy consisting of lichen, moss ,
grasses, low woody and herbaceous plants, and scattered dwarf willow .
Mineral sof I expres, r

	

nd shatt - 1 bedrogk--a-re--eernmo n

The site's location suggests that it served as a lookout . The lack o f
diagnostic artifacts precludes any temporal or cultural assessment of th e
site .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appears t o
be low . At present the site does not appear to be threatened by an y
adverse impacts .

AMR-036

Site Elevation :

	

SE1/4, SW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
2625 ft .

	

Section 19

	

Village
T30N, R12 E

Site Age :

	

Kateel River Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
4000-2000 years B .P .

	

Affiliation : Arcti c
Small Tool Traditio n

This site is located on a relatively flat peninsular lake terrace 15 meter s
east of the outlet stream of the two small lakes to the north of Lak e
Amitchiak . The outlet stream has built a broad delta to the south o f
the site and Amitchiak at its closest point lies 120 meters to the south -
southeast . The surface area of the site is triangular in shape with it s
longest axis running almost due west . The northeastern boundary of the
site consists of a ancient, higher lake terrace, around the base of
which are three or four rubbley mounds of unknown origin . The site are a

The site was d~ csgvelmed as a re u t of
chert flake exhibiting uiifacia retou
spur on th? oppojt margin wa fun d
knoll . Whit may be/a fragment \ f a g
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st slope of th e
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is 70 meters east-west x 50 meters north-south and tapers to a poin t
at its western end near the creek . The site lies approximately 25 meter s
above the lake level and provides an excellent view to the northwest ,
west, southwest, south, southeast, and northeast . To the north the view
is blocked by rising terrain .

The site vegetation consists of mosses, some grasses, lichen, an d
ericaceous plants . Vegetation covers +95% of the surface of the site .

The site was discovered as a result of surface inspection when severa l

y

	

probable house features were observed . No cultural detritus was observe d
on any part of the surface of the site . Nine house features were identified .
This remains a minimum number, however, as several more possible feature s
which were less distinct, especially on the eastern end of the sit e
where dwarf birch and willow have obscured the ground surface, may b e
present .

In general the h

	

dimensions

	

re vag e t e entryway being somewhat---- J
easier to identif . The ch

	

e of t e

	

a ures is One of almos t
complete raversiory t the l.and ' s Z natur-

	

t to

	

Only in aAew cases
was moss thick aryl

	

ongy rearh houja	 cente

	

markiig a vegetationa l
variation Frommth remainder of t e w4ll draire terrace . The house s
are subrectangular in outline, al

	

entryv~ay fa-el-1g either du e
south or slightly east of south . Most of the entrances are between 3
and 4 meters in length . The houses themselves, as far as could be determined ,
were roughly 3 meters north-south by 4 meters east-west ; this is a minimum
size . Surficial evidence suggests that soil movement toward the interio r
of the houses has obscured and lessend their true dimensions . The houses
lie along the incline of the terrace in an east-west alignment with onl y
one house south of the general alignment .

Time did not allow for investigation at each house, therefore, only thre e
houses were tested .

House #4, was tested with three 30 cm 2 tests . Test #1, to the west of
the entry in the southwest corner of the house, revealed two horizonta l
slabs of shale in association with a brown organic soil below 10 cm . of
moss/lichen . These slabs were left in place and a second test, 2 .5 meter s
east in the northeast corner of the house, revealed 10 cm . of moss overlying
10 cm . brown organic silt with numerous associated rock fragments which
appeared to represent structural members similar to those encountere d
in test #1 . Thirty-two fi - racked black chert flakes, six gray bande d
chert flakes, one gray

	

ert fla e and one black chert fragment, whic h
may be a portion of a icroblade, were recovered from this brown silt a t
a depth of 10-23 cm . below surface . Below the cultural level steril e
beach lag was encountered . In an attempt to recover datable organics, a
third, smaller (20cm 2 ) test was excavated near the door . No charcoa l
was observed and the stratigraphy was comparable to the firit two tests .
House #6, the largest, was punctured by four test excavations, all betwee n
20 and 30 cm 2 . In the westernmost test a 15 cm thick deposit of brow n
silt overlay a 3 cm . thick, white band . When wetted, the white materia l
dissolved into a thin paste which may represent wood ash . No charcoa l
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was observed . In the easternmost test a quartz cobble with one side wor n
flat was found just below the moss layer . The function of this artifact(? )
is unknown . The other two tests revealed nothing identifiable as cultura l
material other than possible structural members ; slabs of shale bedrock .

House #7 received a single 20 cm 2 test pit near its center which produce d
five black chert flakes .

This site is most likely a winter village . , ; he possibility of i t
representing occupation by Arctic Small Tool Tradition peoples is reasonbl y
good . Indeed the ancient condition of the houses, i .e . almost completel y
unrecognizable, argues favorably for this cultural/chonological assessment .

The possibility that this site represents a over-wintering occupation b y
Arctic Small Tool Tradition peoples makes its significance moderate an d
the research •otential high .

n by—any-advese impact- .



AMR-036 (continued)
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AMR-03 7

Site Elevation :

	

NE1/4, NW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
2665 ft .

	

Section 30

	

Winter Cam p
T30N, R12E

Site Age :

	

Kateel River Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
ca . 100 years B .P .

	

Affiliation :
Nunamiut Eskim o

This site is located on a promontory overlooking Lake Amitchiak's nort h
shore 300 meters east of the outlet stream of two small lakes which li e
1 kilometer north of Amitchiak . The site lies on the southwesternmos t
bluff associated with a ridge which runs northeast, away, from the lake .
The bluff is the most elevated and closest to the lake of any of th e
ridges and bluffs which lie east of the stream . The bluff rises abruptl y
from the lake shore ascending rapidly to an elevation 40 meters abov e
lake level

	

5 lie
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the\si e can fists o low

	

o \nd herbaceous plants ,
grasse•, m .sses, ..then a d s e willcw . The view from the

lent/to the w :st, so th, nd

	

t, while he view to th i
by is ng t•r ai n

The site was discovered during surface inspection of the area when tw o
house depressions were observed near the central portion of the bluf f
promontory . Other cultural features may also be present .
A single 3Ocm 2

	

was excavated to a depth of 25 cm . in the cente r
of one of thCJ house features . A moss layer of variable thicknesscov-eyed
a dark brown organic zone which is 2-3 cm . thick . Decaying wjllow branche s
and 35-50 small waste flakes of brown banded and black chert were - observed
in the organic unit . Below this cultural layer was a slab of bedrock .

These cultural features lack clearly recognizable entrance tunnel a s
were seen at AMR-036 . The presence of well preserved wood, althoug h
possibly due to micro-environmental conditions, may indicate a later tim e
period for this occupation than is suspected at AMR-036, The possibilit y
of these two features representing moss houses, or ivruliks, winte r
structures, is a distinct possibility . The dimensions of the feature s
are not easily discernable although they appear to be at least 4 meter s
x 2 .5 meters .

There is a good possibility that this site is related to AMR-034, locate d
150-200 meters northeast on the next highest part of the ridge .

Little more can be said about this site without further investigation .
Lithic material at this site is similar to that observed a AMR-034 roughl y
200 meters to the northeast . If the features do represent the remains o f
ivruliks the site was probably occupied by Nunamiut Eskimos no more tha n
150 years ago .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is unknown .
At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impact .

Vegetation at
dwarf will )w
site is ex e l
north is o s
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AMR-038

Site Elevation :

	

NE1/4, SE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
2550 ft .

	

Section 32

	

Lookout/Huntin g
T30N, R12E

Site Age :

	

Kateel River Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
ca . 500 years B .P .

	

Affiliation : Lat e
Prehistoric Eskim o

This site appears to be one located and reported by E .S . Hall in 1973 .
The site is lies on a bedrock knoll on the western edge of Lake Kipmi k
roughly 2 kilometers . southeast of the northwestern end of the lake .
The view from the site is panoramic encompassing the entire lake and th e
surrounding local country . The southeastern end of Lake Ami tchi ak i s
also visible .
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etat o . Thy sur ace topography o f
of a !rou' o smell u •ola ing hillocks creating a

local reli f of dpproxi

	

1y 5- . met • . Th •ite	 lies roughly 1/2	

kilometer from the lake shore and 40-50 meters above the level of th e
lake . Other than minor frost churning and grizzly bear excavation fo r
ground squirrels there does not appear to be any active erosion takin g
place at the site .

The site was located through visual inspection of the surface . A line o f
between 20-25\t uj s,jik- crosses the knoll in a northwest to southeas t
direction . The Tine of inuksuk is in excess of 100 meters in length . On
a much smal-•ler i-$oiated knoll about 100 meters to the south is anothe r
line.o-ot'nuksuk running in a south-southwest to north-northeast direction .
This second line of inuksuk is less than 50 meters in length and i s
comprised of about 10 inuksuk . At the promontory of the larger knoll a
single gray chert flake was found . Datum is at the flake location .

TheThe inuksuk are made of slabs of the platey limestone bedrock . The slab s
average about 60 cm 2 and are 5-10 cm . thick . The slabs have been se t
into the surface on edge and braced or topped by additional slabs . Mos t
of the slabs have fallen over, however, four or five are still erect .

The lines of inuksuk may be associated with hunting activities of th e
inhabitants of two small late prehistoric village sites located near th e
northwest end of the lake .

The site is definately hunting oriented and typical of the type of site s
often associated with large lakes in the Brooks Range . The site's leve l
of significance is moderate as

	

in association with the habitation s
at the northwest end of the lake, adds additional data to aborigina l
subsistence activities during the past 500 years .

The site does not appear to be in danger of any adverse impacts .
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AMR-039

Site Elevation :

	

SE1/4, SE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
2520 ft .

	

Section 32

	

Lookout
T30N, R12E

Site Age :

	

Kateel River Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknown

The site is located on a limestone/shale bedrock outcrop that forms a
knoll on the upward sloping tundra 150 meters from the central-wester n
shore of Lake Kipmik . AMR-038 lies roughly 600 meters to the northwes t
and AMR-040 lies about a kilometer to the south-southeast . The view
from the site is excellent as it encompasses all of Lake Kipmik and th e
surrounding local country .

Vegetation at the site consists of a thin mat of lichen, moss and lo w
he vegetation mat i	 absent	
spal l s an	 grave l .

	

i at
does notlappear to be

Cultural mtdr>-al" vas lo a g ed t rugh su . -

	

servation . Two cher
flakes, one blac , the o

	

r gr , we

	

found

	

. mEtP^s apart on the__
edge of a natural depression . No other cultural material was observe d
and no subsurface testing was undertaken .

The site probably served as a hunting lookout . No cultural or tempora l
assessment can be made due to the lack of diagnostic artifacts . The
site does not appear to be in danger of any adverse impacts . Sit e
significance is of a local nature only .

AMR-04 0

Site Elevation :

	

SE1/4, NE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
2440 ft .

	

Section 4

	

Camp/Lookout
T29N, R12E

Site Age :

	

Kateel River Meridian

	

l r°nbable Cultural `
4000-2000 years B .P .

	

Affiliation : Denbigh
Flint Complex

The site lies about 500 meters southwest of the shore of Kipmik Lake .
The site borders a stream which enters the lake on a point on the south -
eastern shore . The point is the result of a fan or delta built by th e
creek . The southeastern corner of the lake lies approximately one kilomete r
to the southeast . AMR-039 is located 1 kilometer to the west .

The site lies on a low bench that appears to be glacial in origin . Th e
bench may also be an ancient creek terrace remnant but it is so different ,
morphologically and in its composition, from the surrounding stream
channels and banks that this seems doubtful . The surface of the bench

woody and !re
and the surfa
the site i s
any active e

- 151 -



is so flat and level that it gives the appearance of having been graded .
Several shallow drainages cross the bench in an east-west direction .

The surface of the bench is thinly vegetated by lichen, moss and lo w
woody and herbaceous plants . Small rocks and gravel are exposed everywhere .
Several _robust growths of grass are , present On .what MO be cultural ,
,features . The bench is surrounded by active stream channels which suppor t
robust willow growth . Some of the nearby willows are truely giants bein g
in excess of four meters in height with trunk diameters up to 15 cm .

The bench is very steep sided on the north and west margins while th e
south and east edges . grade gently into tundra and willow . The bench
averages 25 meters wide and is 100 meters in length . The long axis i s
roughly north-south . The surface of the bench is elevated about 2 meter s
above the immediate surrounding country . Although slight, this elevatio n
allows for a good view in all directions . All of Lake Kipmik and
the surroun• • = al co nrtrv—c-o be seen

The site was loca ed by Iival , n pecti•
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Flint Complex . An additional surface find was a gray chert end . blade/side
blade with the base/other half missing . The tool exhibits the finel y
controlled paralled oblique flaking technique commonly used in the manufactur e
of Denbigh Flint Complex end and side blades .

A total of seven 20 cm 2 test pits were excavated to a depth of 10 cm . at
selected locations around the site . The tests revealed the following
soil profile which appears to be generally consistant over the entire site .
The soil is very thin and rocky . The thin vegetation mat ranges up to 4
cm thick to the bottom of the root mat . From the bottom of the root mat
downward the organic soil does not exceed 4 cm . and is usually 3 cm . thick .
A redish brown mineral soil continues down beneath the organic soil to a n
unknown depth . The entire soil profile, from surface through the minera l
soil, contains many rocks ranging in size from pea gravel to large cobbles .
Most common however are flat, angular, spalls of the local bedrock whic h
range in size from 4 x 8 x 1 cm . to 25 x 20 x 5 cm . ; a few are larger .

The cultural material was recovered from the surface, root mat, an d
organic soil . No cultural material was found below the contact of--.-t .h e
organic and mineral soil horizons . The majority of the subsurface cuTGura l
material was recovered from the organic soil horizon, rough ::5 cm . . "
below surface .

Th eThe various types and colors of cultural material seems to be localize d
generally speaking, in definite areas of the site possibly indicatin g
occupational events or activity areas .

There are two overlaping, roughly circular, grassy areas at the southwes t
end of the site . It was thought that these grassy areas might represen t
cultural features however, when tested there was no indication of a
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cultural origin . Datum was established just to the west of the grassy
areas .

Test Pit #1 : 4 meters from datum on a bearing of 170° mag . - culturall y
sterile .

Test Pit #2 : 1 .5 meters from datum on a bearing of 360° mag . - one
miniscule gray chert flake .

Test Pit #3 : 14 meters from datum on a bearing of 185° may . - four smal l
gray chert flakes .

Test Pit #4 : 14 meters from datum on a bearing of 144° mag . - numerou s
medium/small gray chert flakes .

Test Pit #5 : 22 meters from datum on a bearing of 68° mag . - surface
ian a'ld black- chert fl
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bearin• of 20° mag . ,- surfac
bl .de - i•s rface culturally st e

Test Pit #7 : 63 meters from datum on a bearing of 16° mag . - subsurface
culturally sterile .

All test pit locations had some cultural material on the surface . Surface
cultural material, because of the thin vegetation mat and very shallo wsoil seems to be a good indicator of subsurface material . There wer e
many locations of surface material that were not tested .

Projectile Point : 2 meters from datum on a bearing on 308° mag . - surface .

Scraper :

	

5 .5 meters from datum on a bearing of 330° mag . - surface .

Although no microblades or mitten shaped burins were found at the sit e
at least one occupation probably represents the Denbigh Flint Complex a s
indicated by the end/side blade and possibly the projectile point . The
projectile point may also indicate use of the site by Pallisades o r
perhaps Tuktu people . The site could have been occupied as long ago a s
6000 B .P by Pallisades or Tuktu cultural groups while a Denbigh occupatio n
would range between 4000-2000 years ago . More recent occupations may
also be represented . The obsidian may provide a hydration date for a t
least one of the site's occupational events .

The site is an excellent locality for a campsite as well as a huntin g
lookout as there is an abundent supply of fuel, water, and buildin g
material nearby . The Denbigh component may be related to aDenbig h
site, reported by E . Hall in 1973, approximately 1 kilometer to the
east-southeast .

e .
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Site significance is moderate . There is a good possibility that ther e
is a lot of subsurface cultural material at the site but the soil is s o
thin and rocky that probably little more than an artifact inventory
would be be gained from excavation . However, that isn't necessaril y
bad . Research potential does exist .

The site, at present, is not threatened by adverse impacts and is fa r
enough from the lake shore to discourage visits by recreational users o f
the area .
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m= 7Èsr Pr-

	

E= ENo/SjDE BLAD! ~s JECTLE P0i .JT

AMR - 040

.Z4kd-
k tomt,,t 5

00 n7E'7 È+PS
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AMR-041

Site Elevation :

	

SE1/4, NE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
2420 ft .

	

Section 4

	

Long Term Habitatio n
T29N, R12E

Site Age :

	

Kateel River Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
4000-2000 years B .P .

	

Affiliation : Denbigh
Flint Complex

This site was discovered by E .S . Hall Jr . in 1973 . The site is locate d
on a level area at the southwestern corner of Lake Kipmik . The sit e
fronts on the lake above an ice thrust berm that extends about a mete r
above the present beach elevation . AMR-040 lies one kilometer to th e
northwest . Except for a narrow, albeit but robust growth of dwarf willow
which grows along the top of the ice thrust berm, much of the site i s
covered by a vegetation mat of grasses, lichen, moss, and some low woody
and herbaceou

	

ts .

	

= owths of

	

ry low dwarf	 bir h,	 ightl y
more than sh i

	

gh and s~

	

catered w r willow i

	

ten Ay _
covers the areas et een t

	

j e majo

	

s y locali ies . Conversely ,
some small grassy ar as are sca . ered

	

g t the dwa r bi r h .

The view fron L

	

to is luit good Iv/, ite s location . Most o f
Lake Kipmik an

	

he surrroaiding +cal	 ceuntry'1 visible with the exceptio n
of a small portion of the lake's northwestern quadrant .

TheThe surface of the site is, for the most part, tussock free and apparentl y
fairly well drained . Hall states that the site lies on an old beac h
ridge, however, this was not visually apparent . The ground slopes upwar d
very gently to the west and grades into cotton grass tussock tundra
between 40-75 meters from the ice thrust berm . Although, no subsurfac e
testing was conducted in the dwarf birch areas, from surface appearances ,
there is no substrate difference between the birch and grassey areas .
Indeed the understory in the dwarf birch areas appears to be the sam e
mix of grass, lichen, moss and low herbaceous plants that form the surfac e
vegetation mat in the non-dwarf birch locales . Why the dwarf birch
grows in some places and not others on the site may be directly relate d
to past human occupation . This is purely conjecture, however, as n o
subsurface testing was initiated in the dwarf birch areas . The entir e
surface of the site area, be it dwarf birch or grass/lichen/moss covered ,
is well vegetated ; there are no mineral soil exposures . There are numerou s
cobble sized rocks poking through the vegetation mat in some areas bu t
they are incorporated in the vegetation, their upward thrusting probabl y
the result of frost action .

Hall's 1973 excavation area has revegetated quite well over the past 1 2
years, enough so that it was not readily identifiable . The only erosio n
occurring at the site is the ice thrusting (bulldozing) that occurs annuall y
when the lake ice breaks up and the wind shoves it on shore . However, a
sizable berm has built up and has been to a great degree stabilized by a
robust willow growth . Little, if any, damage is being done to the site .
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The site was located through subsurface testing . With Hall's report i n
hand, but no site location map, I had a bit of difficulty locating the sit e
as he states that it lies on the, "southeasternmost corner of the lake . "
The site lies in southwesternmost corner of the lake, depending wha t
one calls a corner . The southeasternmost corner of the lake did no t
seem well suited for a site so I went across the bay, to the west where a
nondescript point of land lay . Upon leaving the raft and climbing on t o
the area beyond the ice thrust berm I recognized the ground cover from
Hall ' s description . However, I could not locate his 1973 excavatio n
area . It being lunch time I wandered about the area, cold beer in hand ,
scanning the well-vegetated surface . Finding nothing on the surface I
kicked back a bit of the vegetation mat and saw numerous chert flake s
lying on the contact between the organic soil/root mat and what I assum e
to be old beach shingle (flat stones which form the beach) . This wa s
Hall's site, but I was on the extreme northwestern end of it . Hall' s
1973 excavation, which I	 later located, lay more than 90 meters to th e
southeast .

to accurat e
the are

ed in one smal l
o be expected .
ervations th e

0 horizons : living, dead, and decomposed organic material 2-4 cm . below
surface . Although I did no trowling I saw no indication that this horizo n
contained any cultural material .

A horizons : this refers mainly to the A-1 horizon as only in a fe w
instances did I see anything that I could consider even a very thin poorl y
developed A-2 horizon . Silty loam, platy, thin, slightly plastic root s
abundant . Separation with B horizon broken but clear when A horizon no t
too thin . Contains some small pebbles and small slab like rocks ; cultura l
material . In some places stained yellow/brown/gray from charcoal, ash ,
and organic material in the cultural detritus . 2-5 cm . thick ; 2-7 cm .
below surface .

B horizons : silty/grity loam, platy, thin, slightly plastic, root s
abundant . Separation with A horizons broken but clear when A horizon no t
too thin ; dark brown to reddish brown . Contains cultural material as wel l
as slab like rocks and pebbles . Lies directly on old beach shingle .
Does not adhear in most cases to beach shingle, but will lift off easil y
as a unit with 0 and A horizon . 2-7 cm . thick, 4-10 cm . below surface .

C horizons : I did not excavate so I have no idea as to the thickness .
The upper surface which incorporates the beach shingle occurs at 6-10 cm .
below surface except when directly overlain by vegetation mat . It i s
gravelly, rocky, and somewhat plastic . Contains some cultural materia l
which has worked down among the gaps in the beach shingle . Serves as a

Hall's 1973 descript on of

	

u)strat

	

rofi l
in terms of cescript on al -hu

	

horiz

	

hi k esse s
somewhat more	 v a a a tha he re orts,, he onl ex c
area and soent	 le

	

than a day t the si ,€ e so\t i s
Using Hall's description in conjunction with ny wn
soil horizons/profile is as follows :
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binding agent to hold together old beach shingle as a unit . Small root s
common, yellowish brown/gray . Hall states it reaches a depth in exces s
of 17 cm . Underside of rocks stained dark by carbonates .

The method of testing this site was somewhat unique . In my initia l
discovery I found that the vegetation mat as well as the A soil horizo n
and usually all or most the the B soil horizon could be lifted off th e
old beach shingle and laid back like a carpet . My method of testin g
became as follows : with an entrenching tool I would chop through th e
vegetation mat on three sides of a 50 cm 2 test . I would then lift th e
vegetation up, along with the A and B soil horizons, and lay it back ,
soil side up like opening a trap door in a floor . The one uncut edge o f
the test acting as the hinge . I poked around in the hole a bit and o n
the surface of the flap but did no troweling as a good percentage of th e
cultual material was exposed . If a test had cultural material in i t
I left it open for collection, soil profile description and mapping . I f
a test did no

	

cultu m tecial in

	

closed it	 back p i

	

ately .
When mapping

	

c ered t

	

a ed a •r bl m, for s {—f ctl --

	

the__
tests close up an b end i 'e sur o d ng vegettionthey wer
extremely difficul

	

o rslocate . I'm s r t e e were a	 few II didn't relocat e
when mapping the i t

It should b TTe"nt-toned t'ta-c th e y-ct~ltu . ly st- e tQ4, pits are not
necessarily sterile . No true excavation was done in any of the tests .
Therefore if cultural material was not obvious to casual inspection th e
test was sterile .

The tests that produced cultural material were mapped_ in and a samplof
the cultural material was taken . Some tests displayed hundreds of flakes ,
most quite small . Then the test was closed in the previously describe d
manner .

A total 0(29 subsurface testy were made in an area of roughly 7000 squar e
meters ; of these, 1:5 -produced cultural material .

Test PitA : A single, small, gray chert flake 4 cm . below surface at the
contact of the soil and the old beach shingle .

Test Pit B : A single black chert flake 6 cm . below surface at the contact o f
the soil and the old beach shingle .

Test Pit C : Numerous black and gray chert flakes, several obsidia n
flakes, burin__bla_nk_or broken projectile poiPt, an obsidia n
core tablet (from---bottom of core) - also charcoal), fire cracked
rock, and burned boned Charcoal sample taken\ Appears t o
be hearth possibly in a dwelling

	

0, A, and

	

horizon s
thicker here . Cultural material from soil anc~ beach shingl e
contact 5-9 cm . below surface . '

/

- 157 -



Test Pit D : Numerous black and gray chert flakes - one retouched - also
obsidian flakes some with cortex, gray chert projeptll e
point base, mid section of large, broad black cheat projectile ,
point . Cultural material in soil and beach shingle contac t
3-5 cm . below surface .

Test Pit E : Single gray chert flake . Soil very shallow . Cultura l
material from beach shingle contact 4 cm . below surface .

Test Pit F : Single black chert flake very shallow soil . Cultural materia l
from beach shingle contact 3 cm . below surface .

Test Pit G : Numerous chert flakes, black, brown, gray, blue-gray . Thre e
chert burin spalls from three different- burins also a few
pieces of fire-cracked rock and burned bone

	

no charcoal .
Dense concentration of very small°`trlue-gray chert flakes i n
mmbd`ta of tee—So'1 shallo

	

ultural material frgm 	 soi l
ana~e h shingle-o tact 3 4 cm below surface _

ack chert f akes a d on

	

bsidian fTa1j. Cultu a l
in soil end beac s

	

le contac$ 4-8 cm . below surface .

Test Pit I : Four- black .tre~rt flakes .

	

soil t

	

ness aries from 4-7	
cm . Cultural material from soil and beach shingle contact 3 -
5 cm. below surface .

Test Pit J : Three black chert flakes . Shallow soil 1-4 cm . thick .
Cultural material from soil and beach shingle contact 2-4 cm .

below surface .

Test Pit K : Numerous chert—flakes, black,)gray and blue-gray, buri n
spall, base of-Denbigh burin-(spall l from different burin )
lots of fire cracked rock - no charcoal or burned bone .
Soil shallow 0-3 cm . thick . Cultural material from beac h
shingle contact 2-4 cm . below surface .

Test Pit L : Numerous chert flakes, black, brown, gray, blue-gray, a few
pieces of fire cracked rock - no charcoal or burned bone .
Soil varyingly shallow 0-6 cm . thick . Cultural materia l
from beach shingle contact 2-5 cm . below surface .

Test Pit M : Single black chert flake . Thick soil 3-8 cm . Cultura l
material from beach shingle contact 6 cm . below surface .

Test Pit N : Numerous black and gray chert flakes, basalt biface tip .
Shallow soil 2-4 cm . thick . Numerous pieces of fire cracked
rock . Cultural material from beach shingle contact 2-4 cm .
below surface .

Test Pit0 : Three black chert flakes, one obsidian r ic_r_9_bl-a-de fragment .
Numerous pieces of fire-cracked rock and -charcoal - possibl e
hearth (microblade in hearth) charcoal sample collected .

Test Pit H
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Soil shallow 2-4 cm . thick . Cultural material from beac h
shingle contact 2-4 cm . below surface .

Only tests that produced cultural material were given letter designations .
The location of all test pits is approximate . The area is so big tha t
it precluded accurate mapping by a single person given the amount o f
time allowable for investigating the site .

stones for tit t' earth areas:

In terms of relative size t,0e s)t is hu .e h :n compar d with other know n
Denbigh F1'nt Comp a sites 7nt e Cent a

	

oiks Range . lnithe sumation
of his site repot H ll states th t the s

	

is a srral one, probabl y
occupied by a

	

i 1 group for

	

hor p

	

•• o titre as a hunting camp i n
the summer or fa . Additional y, he -lt, a

	

e time, that these pe.rpl e
may have been from Etivlik Lake and that they might have wintered at th e
larger Denbigh site located on that lake . Given his knowledge of the
site in 1973 that was certainly not an unreasonable suggestion .

However, based on the data collected in 1985 it appears that the site a t
Lake Kipmik, at the least, in terms of size and prolonged use certainl y
rivals thePunyik Point site at Etivlik Lake .

The main difference between the two sites may have been the season o f
occupation . The site locale at Lake Kipmik is certainly not well suite d
for the construction of semi-subterranean houses while the Etivlik Lak e
site was and did have such dwellings . The data collected to date from
the Lake Kipmik site suggests that it was a non-winter habitation locale .
Today, spring, summer and fall caribou and moose are abundent and th e
lake contains excellent fish resource which includes lake trout, grayling ,
white fish, and burbut . As Hall suggests, people wintering a Etivli k
Lake, which lies only 17 kilometers to the north, may have been utilizin g
the Lake Kipmik resources during the non-winter months . The site and
cultural material density of the Lake Kipmik site suggests that use wa s
on a regular basis and on a large scale over a long period of time .

The charcoal sample and obsidian microblade fragment from test pit "0 "
were submitted for chronologic analysis . The radiocarbon content of the
charcoal was measured by the AMS (accelerator) technique . The sample ,
Beta-14648,~produced a radio carbon age of 3655 + B .P . The corrected
date is' 4045 +, 150 years B .P .

	

__~.

It was interesting that in most cases the fire-cracked rock was of a
different shape and material than the rocks which comprised the beac h
shingle . Most of the fire-cracked rock, were large cobbles of exoti c
material . Rocks of this type were probably glacially transported an d
can be seen thinly and sporadically scattered on the beach around th e
lake and more commonly as part of the outwash deposited by the lake' s
feeder streams which flow into the lake from the surrounding hills/mountains .
This suggests that the inhabitants of the site were selecting special



Portions of the obsidian microblade were submitted to three differen t

laboratories which returned rind thickness measurements which varied 0 .50u

or less . The most retiable measurement was determined to be 1 .68u + 0 .06u .

Applying a hydration rate of 0 .72u 2/1000 years which was developed a t

Itkil l ik Lake, yields a hydration date of 3920+> 280 years B .P .

Although the sample is small, the dates corroborate each other .
Additionally, the site has been culturally identified as a manifestatio n

of the Denbigh Flint Complex . The radiocarbon and obsidian hydratio n

dates are good, solid, dates for early Denbigh .

This site is highly significant and research potential is extremel y

high . A site of this size and magnitude, without evidence of winte r

occupation, is quite uncommon .

Because the site is at the southern end of the lake the potential o f

visitor impact is-robab ' .-
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AMR-04 2

Site Elevation :

	

SE1/4, SE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
2800 ft .

	

Section 3

	

Lookou t
T29N, R12 E

Site Age :

	

Kateel River Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Ca . 2000 years B .P .

	

Affiliation : Unknow n

The site lies on a large hill at the southeastern end of Lake Kipmik . The
site is located in a saddle between the promontory of the hill and the
promontory of a spur or ridge that extends east from the hill towar d
Midas Creek . AMR-041 lies about 3 kilometers to the west-northwest an d
AMR-043 lies 375 meters to the east . Midas Creek lies at the base of
the spur 1 kilometer to the southeast .

Cultural materi l—was--located by visual inspection of the surface . Black
and gray cher flakes, both large and small were thinly scattered over a n
area roughly 7 meters square . In addition there were several black and
gray chert miroblade fragment's as well as a gray chert microblade cor e
fragment . The 'di-st-a•1—end of one of the microblade fragments was retouche d
making it appear as a mini-end scraper . Another of the microblade s
showed edge retouch along both margins .

Based on the observed caribou activity in the area the site probabl y
served as a hunting lookout and a location from which caribou could b e
intercepted . There may have been some lines of inuksuk on the highe r
ground to the east and west of the site but the area is so naturall y
rocky that it is impossible to determine this with any degree of certainty .

The presence of microblades may indicate a minimum age for the site ca .
2000 years . They may also indicate an association with AMR-041 the nearb y
Denbigh site . The variety of lithic material at the site suggests tha t
more than a single occupational event occurred there .

No subsurface testing was done and there is a good possibility tha t
subsurface cultural material is present .

The site's significance is local in nature and research potential appears low .
No adverse impacts appear to be threatening the site .
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AMR-04 3

Site Elevation :

	

SW1/4, SW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
2600 ft .

	

Section 2

	

Lookou t
T29N, R12E

Site Age :

	

Kateel River Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknown

This site is located on the eastern spur of the large hill at the southeas t
end of Lake Kipmik . The site lies 30 meters from the northeast end o f
the spur which overlooks Midas Creek . AMR-042 lies 375 meters to th e
west while Midas Creek lies less than a kilometer to the east at the bas e
of the spur . Although, the crest of the spur is approximately 40 meter s
lower than the promontory of the main body of the hill the view is stil l
excellent . The Midas Creek drainage is visible for at least 8 kilometer s
to the northeast and at least 15 kilometers to the south-southwest .
Because th

	

.i

	

tends to th

	

st nort . .t from,	the mainpor ionof	
the hill a 1 • i th- sou:haesten portio Qf Lake Kiprnik	 is	 . lsoIvisible .	

arse ,arse, •r¢kc~n ' at o f
of t e a i s
rav7l /u eroL

Vegetation c•nsis s if a
some low h r•aceo s •la n
small frag a of •edr o
bedrock .

1f c` - en, moss, ai d
ex5osed mineral so i
s large slabs o f

The site was located by visual inspection of the surface and is, i n
every sense of the word, an isolated find . A single artifact comprise s
the site ; a fluted projectile point . The artifact is fragmentary consistin g
of the upper 2/3, the base is missing . The location of the factur e
suggest that projectile point was broken while hafted . A thorough search
of the area failed to turn up the . basal portion of the artifact . Thi s
discovery of a fluted projectile point is consistant with the discover y
of many fluted points in the Brooks Range, an isolated find . Fluted
projectile point are not necessarily indicators of antiquity in Alask a
nor do they appear to be cultural hallmarks . Little else can be sai d
about the site . Since the artifact was collected, in essence, the sit e
no longer exists .

WIS-043
Artifact - Actual Siz e
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AMR-044

Site Elevation :

	

SE1/4, SW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
2410 ft .

	

Section 29

	

Unknown
T30N, R12 E

Site Age :

	

Kateel River Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknown

This site lies on a low beach terrace at the northwest end of Lake Kipmik .
Lying no more than a meter above the lake level the site lies adjacen t
to a feeder stream and the lake's outlet . Although low, the site offer s
an excellent view of the majority of the lake and surrounding loca l
country . AMR-032 lies 200 meters to the north-northwest .

The site is well vegetated by lichen and grass which is intersperse d
with robust growths of willow . The site locale is the only dry area i n

n a t

The site w
retouched
the water '
cm . severa
cultural materi al

The site is very possibly associated with nearby AMR-032 . The site does
not appear to be in any danger except possibly from campers . Howeve r
there appears to be very little cultural . material at the site so very
little can be lost through adverse impacts . Site significance is of a
local nature only and research potential is low .

AMR-04 5

Site Elevation :

	

SW1/4, NW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
2800 ft .

	

Section 20

	

Cach e
T30N, R12 E

Site Age :

	

Kateel River Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
ca . 500 years B .P .

	

Affiliation : Late
Prehistoric Eskimo

This site is located 2 kilometers north of the inlet to Lake Amitchiak o n
the southwestern slope of a 4000' mountain . The site overlooks the entire
local area including two small lakes perched on the valley wall 500 meters
to the southwest .

This site consists of a cache pit excavated into the fractured bedrock o f
the slope and lined with slabs of rock . The cache pit measures 3 .5 meters
east-west x 4 meters north-south . Three long rectangular shaped block s
cap the cache on the north end while the southern portion is covered by
several large slabs . This feature is much larger than most area cache s
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and is referred to as a cache merely as a convenience . No additiona l
cultural evidence was associated with the cache .

The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes temporal or cultural assessmen t
of the site . However, the near proximity of Late Prehistoric Eskimo site s
suggest that this site may be related to that cultural period .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low . At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .

AMR-046

.

Site Elevation :

	

SE1/4, NW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
3000 ft .

	

-ction 29	 	 Cache
3$ , R1 2

Site Age :

	

\ .

	

KKatee

	

ver -rli .n

	

Probable Cultura l
ca . 500 years B .

	

/ 11

	

Af{filiation : Lat e
ef i storic Esk'mo

Kipmik outlet/Lak e
Amitchiak inlet stream . The site lies in the saddle of a conical shape d
spur of a prominent ridge . The site offers an excellent view of Lak e
Kipmik and Amitchiak and the surrounding country . Vegetation at th e
site consists of scattered patches of lichen and moss . The majority o f
the surface is exposed, fractured bedrock .

The site consists of two large bedrock slab caches similar in size an d
shape to the one at AMR-045 . As with the feature at AMR-045 these feature s
are called caches for lack of a better word . A smaller feature, whic h
may be a hearth, is associated with the caches . No other cultural materia l
was observed .

The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes temporal or cultural assessmen t
of the site . However, the near proximity of several late prehistori c
Eskimo sites suggest that this site may be related to that cultural period .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low . At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .



AMR-047

Site Elevation :

	

SE1/4, SE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
2460 ft .

	

Section 29

	

Semi-Subterrainea n
T30N, R12E

	

Houses (village) ?
Site Age :

	

Kateel River Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
ca . 500 years B .P .

	

Affiliation : Late
Prehistoric Eskim o

This site is located on a prominant bluff which rises 15 meters abov e
Lake Kipmik's northwestern shore approximately 0 .8 kilometers east of th e
lake's outlet . The surface of the bluff slopes gently south toward th e
lake for a distance of 15 meters and then plunges steeply to the rock y
shore . The view from the site is excellent encompassing most of the lak e
and the surrounding country .

Vegetation at the ite i , typica*of that

	

nd at 1 . - . - • sto gy-- 	
village sites In"h

	

regign .

	

to the r' .nic rich

	

esuting
from the human ac iv ties t t

	

ite t e

	

n•ition of the vegetation ca n
best be described as robist . T

	

vegetat ion

	

nsis s of gr .ss, low
herbaceous plants/an sone mos

	

Lichn, w 1• , d ar wi ow and birc h
tend to gr)w in cl ps and are p radL ca11ly s`atered :bout the site .

Thi sThis site, as is the case with AMR-032, has been briefly mentioned an d
described by William Irving, 1962 and Edwin Hall 1973 . Unlike AMR-032 ,
which lies on the same shore 600 meters to the west, this site ' s cultura l
features are much less obvious . Additionally, no bone, charcoal, fire -
cracked rock or other lithic debitage is visible eroding from the stee p
bluff-face as is the case at the larger site to the west .

Inspection of the site indicates that it consists of at least two semi -
subterranean houses and possibly two other large cultural features eithe r
or both of which may also be houses . Several cache pits may also be
present . The site area appears to cover an area of 50 meters east-west x
15 meters north-south .

House #2 is the most well defined feature at the site . This house measure s
4 x 3 meters and exhibits a centrally located stone lined, south-facin g
entryway . Three 30 cm2 test pits were excavated to a depth of 20 cm .
and with the exception of a single caribou vertibra were culturall y
sterile . A single 30 cm 2 test was excavated in the center of house #1 .
This house measures 3 x 3 meters and has a south-facing entryway which i s
offset to the east . The test pit produced a fragment of caribou metapodi al ,
a single chert flake, some fire-cracked rock and a few flecks of charcoal .
A similar sized test excavation in house #3, if in fact it is a hous e
produced some fire-cracked and a few flecks of charcoal .

Subsurface testing at the site suggests that the cultural levels ar e
shallow and thin and that the location was not intensly used . The cultura l
evidence suggests the site is an over-wintering locale occupied by lat e
prehistoric Eskimos ca . 500 years ago . The site is probably related t o
AMR-032 a larger, similar site near the northwest end of the lake .
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Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is moderat e
at best . At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any
adverse impact .
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AMR-048

Site Elevation :

	

NE1/4, SE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
2520 ft .

	

Section 23

	

Camp/Lookou t
T30N, R11E

Site Age :

	

Kateel River Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
ca . 200 years B .P .

	

Affiliation : Nunamiu t
Eskimo

This site is located on the north shore of the extreme west end of Lak e
Amitchiak 400 meters east of the lake's outlet stream . The site lie s
on top of a 15 meter high glacially formed knoll which spans 120 meter s
of the shoreline . The site occupies the western quarter of the knoll .
In this area the lake is quite narrow measuring about 300 meters fro m
shore to shore . To the north of the site, the valley wall rises steepl y
to 4000' mountains . An embayment of the north shore lies 100 meters west
of the sitl .

The view from the

	

e is good

	

11 di
focus of attention f om the 	 sit appea r
Douglas Creek pas w ich provides a ro
located 1 .6 kilo net rs to th e
the majority of-tile lake . The

The site was discovered as a .,-result of surface inspection . At least two
hearth areas and a possible tent ring were observed on the west end of
the knoll . The westernmost-of the two hearths is littered with ligh t
gray-blue chert flakes . The second hearth, 4 meters east, is a fire
'ring 75 cm.in diameter with no visible flakes associated . Six fragments o f
worked wood are scattered about this end of the site, all are well weathered .
The tent ring which lies 4 meters north of hearth #1, measures 2 .5 meters
in diameter and may have both an interior and exterior hearth . The
possibility that a second, "robbed" tent ring, exists one meter east o f
the first is evidenced by a partial line of bedrock blocks which terminate s
after 1 .5 meters .

Hearth #1 was tested by a 20 cm 2 test excavated to a depth of 30 cm . A
matrix of dark brown organic silt and fire-cracked rock comprised th e
soil of the first 10 cm . of the excavation . Cultural detritus consistin g
of two brown chert waste flakes and nine gray chert flakes was recovere d
from this strata . The following 30 cm . of stratigraphy consisted of a
yellowish/reddish/brown sand mixed with fractured bedrock which wa s
culturally sterile .

The site's location suggests that it could have served as a camp as
well as a lookout . The lack of diagnostic artifacts preclude cultural o r
temporal assessment, although, the tent ring and worked wood suggest a
recent Eskimo occupation . The variety of lithic material as well as th e
worked wood would suggest that more than a single occupation event occurre d
at the site .

n on
composed of low woody and herbaceous plants, grasses, dwarf willow ,
willow, and dwarf birch .

ns, howe er, the natu r
the out e area . The
to the Nof k Rive r
the a st encompass e
well drained knol l
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Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appear s
low . At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any advers e
impacts .
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AMR-049

Site Elevation :

	

NW1/4, SW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
2800 ft .

	

Section 3

	

Lookou t
T29N, R12E

Site Age :

	

Kateel River Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknown

This site may be the one Hall refers to in his 1973 report when he state s
that he located, "a small chipping station" on the hill at the east end o f
the lake . The site lies about one kilometer west-northwest of AMR-04 2
while AMR-041 lies on the lake shore slightly less than 2 kilometer s
to the west-northwest .

Cultural material was observed on surface in an area roughly 5 meter 2 .
A few black and gray chert flakes and four large biface fragments wer e
scattered about the area . Two of the fragments fit together to form a
complete artifact . The bifaces are rather roughly made and appear to b e
blanks or preforms, one may possibly be a knife . There is very littl e
edge retouch on any of the specimens . The waste flakes are of the same
material as the bifaces . This suggests the bifaces were manufactured o n
site, perhaps while a hunter was on the lookout for game . Because the
artifacts are not diagnostic no cultural or temporal assessment can b e
made .

Site significance is of a local nature only . At present the site doe s
not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts . The site coul d
possibly be related to hunting activities from any of the campsite s
scattered around the lake .

Lying some 130 meters above the level of Lake Kipmik, the site offers a
panoramic view of the entire area . All of Lake Kipmik and the surroundin g
country can be s
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AMR-049 (continued)

AMR-04 9
Artifacts - Actual Siz e

Biface Fragment s

Gray Banded Chert

Dark Gray Cher t

Cross Sectio n

Black Chert

Cross Section

Cross Section

AMR-05 0

Site Elevation :

	

NE1/4, NW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :

2420 ft .

	

Section 3

	

Camp/Lookou t

T29N, R12E

Site Age :

	

Kateel River Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l

Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknown

This site lies on an old beach terrace or alluvial fan deposit at th e

southeast corner of Lake Kipmik . AMR-041 lies across the lake 1 kilomete r

to the southwest . The site is located on the northern end of the terrace

150 meters from the edge of the lake and about 4 meters above lake level .
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The view from the site is panoramic encompassing the entire lake and th e
surrounding local country .

The vegetation at the site consists of a thin mat of lichen, moss ,
scattered grass, and low herbaceous plants . Patchy growths of very low dwar f
birch and a few scattered dwarf willow are also present . The surface i s
mostly vegetated .

The site was located by visual inspection of the surface . Three chert
flakes, two gray and one green, were located within 10 meters of eac h
other . A test pit, 20cm2 , was excavated to a depth of 8 cm . at the locatio n
of the two gray chert flakes . The test pit proved to be culturall y
sterile, however, subsurface cultural material may be present .

Although, frost heaving has caused numerous hummocks in the surface, th e
locale would be a fairly good campsite as it is close to the lake shor e
and offers aTrex~cel lent 'o va .—Tie site c•- + be assac ate with ..AMMB-_041	
across the lake .

Significa n
There do n

of th sit e
see)/be a

AMR-05 1

Site Elevation :

	

NW1/4, SW1/4

	

Probable . Site Type :
2440 ft .

	

Section 32

	

Unknown
T30N, R12 E

Site Age :

	

Kateel River Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknown

This site lies on top of a cut-face bluff located on a small bay on e
kilometer north of the southeast corner of Lake Kipmik . AMR-050 lies
one kilometer to the south while AMR-041 lies across the lake 1 .5 kilometer s
to the south-southwest . The top of the bluff is elevated 12 meters
above the lake and offers an excellent view of the majority of the of lak e
and surrounding local country .

Surface vegetation consists of a a broken mat of lichen, moss, and lo w
herbaceous plants . Scattered patches of very low dwarf birch are als o
present . On the southern end of the bluff an area of dense grass an d
moss supports some dwarf willow . Mineral soil, gravel and some smal l
flat rocks are exposed over much of the surface of the site area .

Cultural material was located on surface through visual inspection . A
black chert blade-like flake and gray chert flake were located about 7
meters apart . A 20 cm 2 test pit was excavated to a depth of 8 cm . at th e
location of the blade-like flake and proved to be culturally sterile . A
second similar sized test pit was excavated in the moss/grass area to se e
if the surface vegetation indicated the presence of a subsurface cultura l
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feature . The test pit proved to be culturally sterile . A depressio n
which may be a cache pit was observed on the bluff edge in front of th e
grassy area . A visual inspection of the cut face in front of the depressio n
did not reveal any bone or other cultural detritus sloughing off the
bluff .

The site location would serve well as a camp location and/or an area fo r
the construction of a semi-subterranean house . The locale would als o
serve as an excellent lookout .

=Site signific a'n;ce is of a local nature only and research potential is low .
Active erosion/"is taking place on the bluff face but the rate at whic h
'i_t_is_occurring is not known . Due to the paucity of cultural material a t
the site mitigation of the erosion need not be a pressing management concern .

El/4 N19-I/
Sect or, 3 2
30 -1 12 E

Kateel River Meridian
_

0-

	

Site ElEva ion :
n

	

2500 lJt .

Site Age :
ca . 500 years B .P .

i

-Pro-triable Site T pe :
Cam p

Probable Cultura l
Affiliation : Lat e
Prehistoric Eskim o

This site is located 1 kilometer south of the outlet of Lake Kipmik, an d
100-200 meters east of the westernmost creek draining into the lake .
The site lies on top of and 90 meters west of the promontory of the very
gently sloping alluvial fan built by the creek which drains the 4000 '
mountains to the south . A creek 800 meters to the east drains a mor e
restricted area, yet contributed to the build up of the fan . The view
from the site is suprisingly good and a totally unobstructed throug h
360° .

The surface of the site is covered by a thin, somewhat sporadic mat o f
lichen, moss, grass, and low woody and herbaceous plants . Dwarf birc h
and willow are scattered about as well as cotton grass tussocks in th e
wetter areas .

This two locality site was discovered during surface inspection . Severa l
flakes of gray, black, bluish green, and brown streaked chert were see n
scattered over a two meter2 area . A fragment of a bluish-gray chert
side blade/projectile point, tip and mid-section was associated wit h
the flake . Fifteen meters to the north, a light brown chert end scrape r
was obser.v-ed --R Tightly e

	

of the lithic concentration there appear s
to be a very old tent ring .w)ith an associated hearth . A test pit, 3 0
cm

2
, was excavated in the middle of the hearth which was apparent fro m

the surface indications to the same degree as the rocks comprising th e

-174 -



WYl 2C-.. .

tent ring . The hearth matrix containee charcoal},,-i urned bone, fire-cracke d
rock and a few chert flakes and in profile appeared to begin 3 cm . below
surface and extend to a depth of 10 cm .

Ninety meters west of locality #1, on a slightly lower part of the fan ,
several more flakes of dark and light gray chert were found in associatio n
with what appears to be a V-shaped wind break or possibly a tent-ring o f
some other kind than the usual round variety . A large tool fragment o f
gray chert was found in the middle at the open-end of the feature . Five
meters east of this a retouched flake of streaked brown chert was found .
Eight to ten meters north of these artifacts a scatter of six gray cher t
flakes was noted .

Also present at the site are what appear to be several lines of inuksu k
which seem to be scattered over the site area in seemingly random
direct ons: they 6r—not--t4 inuksu a associ--a-t-e&—w4-th the—ether --n .
cultural 'feAt r~ at the—sle\is a m t r of conje tore:

The site appea s to have_served as

	

am

	

possibl ass sated with ,
hunting acti v i s . Al ho h no i agnost i arts f fcts were note l, h e
cultural Tea urc' and p esen a bur ed~'bone

	

the, h arth at locality # 1
suggest'a~ atively r cent a e . Edidence suggest occupation olt th e
site by late prehistoric or Nunamiut Eskimo .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appears low .
At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .
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MAP AREA #6

CHANDLER LAKE/LITTLE CHANDLER LAKE

Camp #1 and #2 May 27 - June 30

Between May 25 and 26 the gear the supplies were ferried from Bettles t o
Anaktuvuk Pass via fixed-wing aircraft . On the 27th the helicopte r
ferried the gear to the Camp #1 location on the southwestern shore o f
Agiak Lake . Five helicopter trips were required to get all gear, supplie s
and personnel to the camp location 24 miles west of Anaktuvuk Pass .
When Camp #1 was set up there was still quite a bit of snow on the ground .
As snow melt occurred during the first few days it became apparent tha t
we might have erected our camp on a native allotment . The owners were
notified and they indicated that they did not want our camp to remain o n
their property . Therefore, on June 1 we moved the camp to the northeas t
side ofrthe-1e-ke ju s
the Camp #2--locatio n
Later Examinat\io o f
proved that our} cmp

ucteJ cut of the Camp # 1
thaamp #2 locale fo a

period of one day . All of this survey work was logistically supporte d
by a helicopter . During this period an area of roughly four squar e
miles was surveyed and 17 archeological sites were located .

The areas around Chandler Lake and Little Chandler Lake were not a s
intensively surveyed as the could have been . The reason for this wa s
that Jack Campbell had worked around these lakes in the late 1950's an d
early 1960's and that Herb Alexander had also worked in the area in th e
early and mid 1960's . Armed with both Campells and Alexander's dissertation s
while surveying we did our best not to duplicate any of the previou s
work . It soon became apparent that both Campbell and Alexander ha d
investigated only the most likely looking areas . This is not surprising
as their time and logistic resources were much more limited than wer e
ours . At any rate, if we had been aware of this fact at the beginning o f
the survey we might have covered this are a little more intensely .

All of the culturally identifiable sites located in Map Area #6 appear t o
be representative of Eskimo Continuum cultures . Of the 17 sites located
in this area during this phase of the survey 11 were attributed to th e
activities of Nunamiut Eskimo occurring within the last 100-200 year s
(later in the summer Dr . Campbell spent several days in the area relocatin g
old sites and finding several new ones) . The -al-dest identifiable site s
noted in this area were occupations of t e penba_gh.-_FTint Complex peopl e
which date between 4000-2000 years ago . As ageneral observation the
Chandler Lake basin appears to have seen much greater human use durin g
the last 200 years than at any time in the past .

-Ix--t-he-,north of `trh inlet Stream . _ Thi s_lwe_to
wa - as o lished/t hr ugh th us .e -_Qf_l he!lcopter ._ j
th C a ~ p 1 loc t' n, after tie snow had melted ,
had not been 1 q~cag e

	

n an llc'tment .

Archeological' s
locaticn--for--a period--oaf f i

Map ~ Area

	

vas eqn
ay add out .o .



At the time this survey was conducted there was patchy snow cover presen t
as all of the previous winter's accumulation had not yet melted . It i s
quite possible that some archeological sites were buried beneath sno w
drifts and were not located .



6 miles

Shaded Area = Surveyed Are a
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XCL-06 0

Site Elevation :

	

NE1/4, SE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
2975 ft .

	

Section 9

	

Camp/Flaking Statio n
T13S, R3W

Site Age :

	

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknow n

This site is located on an old beach terrace on the east side of th e
outlet of Round Lake . XCL-062 lies 800 meters across the lake to th e
west-southwest . The terrace is roughly 100 meters long and 10 meter s
wide and stands several meters above lake level . Due to its relativel y
low stature the view from the site is relegated to the local are a
encompassing the lake basin and the surrounding slopes .

The surface of the site is thinly vegetated with lichen, moss, grass, an d
some lowwood3r and herbacedU

	

lants .

	

h area between--t-le site-ate-t#Je
lake is cove d ith coifo► gr ss tus o k

	

L	

The site was l ca ed as are It of i u 1 inspection 	 ofthe surfacs o f
the terrace .

	

u rous = lak s f of ve rab, gray, and greenish-gray
chert ware o se ed on, in, an bee h t

	

urface in a 2 meter, area a t
the center o the tern te .

	

u su

	

face

	

i ng--wes undertaken 6-nd n o
additional cultural material was noted elsewhere on the terrace .

The site's location and cultural material suggest that it may have serve d
as a short term camp/flaking station . The lack of diagnostic artifact s
precludes temporal or cultural assessment of the site . However, the variet y
of lithic material suggests that more than one occupational event ma y
have occurred .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low . At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .

XCL-06 1

Site Elevation :

	

NE1/4, SE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
2980 ft .

	

Section 9

	

Camp
T13S, R3N

Site Age :

	

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
ca . 75 years B .P .

	

Affiliation : Nunarniu t
Eskimo

This site is located along southern margin of some well drained lobes o f
dead-ice glacial deposits at north end of Round Lake . The site is immediatel y
behind an old beach terrace on which XCL-060 is located . Being somewha t
low lying the view from the site is confined to the local area encompassin g
the lake basin and the nearby slopes .
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Vegetation at the site consists of a thin, broken mat of lichen, grass ,
moss, and scattered low woody and herbaceous plants . Cotton grass tussock s
are plentiful in the less well-drained areas around the site .

The site was located as the result of surface reconnaissance of the are a
and consists of two, perhaps three, nearly interlocking tent rings eac h
roughly 3 meters in diameter . The tent rings are oriented on a lin e
running northwest-southeast . Both the northern most and central ring s
appear to have old test excavations in them . Associated with the ten t
rings is what may be a roughly made, shallow, cobble lined cache pit .

The stone work of all the cultural features are moderately well integrate d
into the vegetation mat . The only cultural material evident on surfac e
apart from the stone work, was single small piece of cut willow whic h
was also integrated into vegetation mat . No subsurface testing wa s
done .

	

nAm, ' 1 niN ( cg rF., 0-rAtrrwtE,

The site p represent unami
as suggested b t e preslence)of the s
stone l' ned cac-le pit . Evid ce su g
occupied as i n5ic ted by th s rffewh
southern tent ri gs rase lti n 1rom

lip .af--morlP r a tLe_dur a t.in
ng and presence of presume d
e may halve been repeatedl y
ur of the central and
of the same stones .

Age is difficult to estimate, but judging by degree to which the stone s
are integrated into the vegetation mat a date of ca . 75 years ago may reflect
the most recent occupation .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appear s
low . At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any advers e
impacts .
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XCL-062

Site Elevation :

	

SW1/4, NE1/4, SE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :

2980 ft .

	

Section 9

	

Lookout/Cach e

T13S, R3W
Site Aye :

	

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l

ca 150 years B .P .

	

Affiliation : Nunamiu t
Eskimo

This site is oriented north-south along a rocky hill on the northwes t

shore of Round Lake . Round Lake receives the outlet stream of Littl e

Chandler Lake which lies 2 .5 kilometers to the south-southwest . The hil l
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upon which the site is located is approximately 300 meters long (north -
south) and 200 meters side (east-west) . The view from the site is limited
to the east and west by rising terrain beyond a distance of severa l
kilometers . To the north and south, up and down the Chandler Lake basin ,
the view is more extensive .

The surface of the site is sproadically covered by patches of moss ,
lichen, cotton grass tussocks, low woody and herbaceous plants, and dwar f
birch . Much of the surface is exposed mineral soil, fractured bedrock ,
and scattered boulders .

The site was located as a result of surface reconnaissance of the area .
A stone cache or shooting blind was observed at the south end of th e
hill composed of rounded and flat, coarse textured rock . A large boulde r
was incorporated as the northern wall of the structure with the othe r
rocks laid in a semicircle . The structure lies approximately 15 meters
above t -

	

•,, ine o'-the--1 e . Piec :

	

if unburn ed caribou flonPare__ .
scattered a

	

t ► e a-ea,

	

a er, it is i possible todeterm ne_if th e
are associated with the feat re or if t

	

origin fs cultural .

Thirty eters ou h o= heT c e/bl i nd,

	

a the crest o the hil', , a
large r touch d lake o gra

	

her w . 'i .e ved . The retouch aptars
purpose u} a . occurs

	

ifac ally

	

one m .

	

n only . The artifa t__}nay
have served as a knife or scraper .

The site appears to have been used as a lookout and/or a cache location .
The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes any definitive temporal o r
cultural assessment . However, the flavor of the site suggests it i s
Nunamiut Eskimo in origin and may have been occupied during the last 150 years .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appears to
be low . At present the site does not appear to be threatened by an y
adverse impacts .
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XCL-063

Site Elevation :

	

NE1/4, NE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
3140 ft .

	

Section 6

	

Unknown
T13S, R3W

Site Age :

	

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknown

This site lies on a gravel ridge roughly 200 meters north of the northwes t
corner of White Lake . XCL-064 lies 600 meters to the southwest . The
site is located on the western end of the ridge and although not elevated
to any great degree, provides a good view of the local country .

Vegetation at the site consists of lichen, moss, grass, and low woody an d
herbaceous plants . Approximately, 50% of the surface of the site i s
unvegetated gravel and mineral soil .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low. At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .

XCL-06 4

Site Elevation :

	

SE1/4, NWI/4

	

Probable Site Type :
3140 ft .

	

Section 6

	

Cam p
T12S, R3W

Site Age :

	

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
ca . 100 years B .P .

	

Affiliation : Nunamiu t
Eskimo

This site is located on a low, broad knoll/ridge slightly less than 10 0
meters west of the northwest shore of White Lake . A feeder stream enterin g
the lake from the west lies less than 100 meters south of the site whil e
XCL-063 lies 700 meters to the north-northwest . The view from the sit e
is locally good encompassing the lake and surrounding country .

About 70% of the site is covered by a thin vegetation mat which include s
moss, lichen, grass, and some low woody and herbaceous plants . Gravel
and mineral soil exposures are common in the site area .

The site was located as the r ult of vi al inspection of the surfa e
and the site consists of three tent rings and two associated hearths, ;

The sit e
A singl e
testing

There is iisuf~fic/lent data t
served . --h--l-a- k of di - nos
temporal assessment .

reconnaissanc4 ofFthe area . '
n sur-acfe . No subsurfa c

	1

en u s wlai funption the site may hav e
ifActs p

	

lud s_any cultural or A
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Tent ring "A : is roughly square in outline and measures 3 meters 2 .
The shape of this ring suggests the use of a commercially manufacture d
wall tent . A blue-gray chert flake was found on surface at the norther n
edge of the ring . Two 20 cm2 test pits were excavated to a depth of 1 0
cm . at the northeast edge of the ring . The westernmost test yielded som e
burned caribou bone fragments 7 cm . below surface .

Tent ring "B", which lies approximately 4 meters south of tent rin g
"A", is round in outline and slightly less than 3 meters in diameter .
Four 20 cm2 test pits were excavated to a depth of roughly 10 cm . nea r
the north-northeast and south-southeast edges of the ring . One of
the test pits excavated under a large, flat rock, yielded a whetstone .
The other test pits were culturally sterile . A fire ring/hearth i s
located 2 .5 meters south-southeast of tent ring "B" .

Tent ring "C", is subrectangular in shape and lies 8 meters northeast o f
tent ring "B'" . In additt

	

-to the st - a low,, 8-20 c- ., 4er-m--s•ur-ro4nd s
the ring per

	

t

	

A s'rf

	

lue-gr•y h•rt flake

	

l~serr+ed -0 n
surface just i i e the [sout w t perm a of fie ringg. Several fragment s
of caribou bone w re Scatter

	

about t e u face in the tent ring area .
Five 20 cm 2 to

	

its w reeicc vate~ t

	

de p th of Toll, two inside th e
ring and three

	

tside, an d
ring/heart-tt-fires fourm tersth

	

est .

All of the tent rings were moderately well incorporated into the surfac e
vegetation . There is little reason to suggest that all the tent ring s
are contemporaneous or that the chert flakes are associated with the ten t
rings . Additional tent rings may be present .

The site probably reflects a non-snow month camp of Nunamiut Eskimo s
occupied some time during the last 100 years .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appear s
low . At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any advers e
impacts .
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XCL-06 5

Site Elevation :

	

SW1/4, NW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :

2965 ft .

	

Section 9

	

Camp
T13S, R3W

Site Age :

	

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
100 years or less

	

Affiliation : Nunamiu t
Eskimo

This site is located on the western shore of Round Lake and lies on a n
Alluvial fan built by a small unnamed creek which lies 20 meters to th e
north . The site sits a scant 1 meter above present water level of Roun d
Lake and approximately 6 meters from the water's edge . The site provide s
good views to the south and east, across the lake, while to the nort h
and west the view is obstructed by rising terrain .

The site aFea

	

spro f
supports a -2—met

	

bo
areas of g^eate

	

oi l
The site area i ord
surface is veg a ed .
soil, gravel;''bo lde r

A square tent ring and possibly a hearth were located as a result o f
visual reconnaissance of the area . The tent ring is 2 .5 meters on eac h
side and is made of flat or slightly rounded rocks . Lying on a relativel y
flat, gravely area, the tent would have comanded an excellent view of th e
lake . Around the outside of the ring were six smaller stacks of rocks ,
perhaps once used as anchors for guy lines on the tent . No charcoal o r
burnt wood was found in the . -

..
-possible hearth area, although caribou bon e

was scattered about, No lithe,cs or more recent cultural material wer e
observed in associat`Ttn with the tent ring .

The site probably represents a 20th century Nunamiut Eskimo encampment .
The square shape of the tent ring implies use of a commercially manufactured
wall tent . The site probably served as a caribou hunting camp .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appear s
low. At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any advers e
impacts .
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XCL-065 (continued)
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XCL-066 .

Site

	

Elevation : SE1/4, NE1/4 Probable Site Type :

2965 ft . Section 16 Lookout
T13S, R3W

Site Age : Umiat Meridian Probable Cultura l

Unknown Affiliation :

	

Unknown

This site is located at the south end of Round Lake, on the east side o f

the inlet stream . The inlet stream lies 150 meters to the west of th e
site while the lake shore is approximately 70 meters to the north .

The site is located at the north edge of a dead-ice glacial feature
approximately 15 meters above the present waterline of Round Lake . The
site area is quite level near its leading edge where a recent camp is located .

Vegetation at the site is primarily lichen, moss and scattered grass .
At the mouth of the inlet stream there is a thicket of willows . Minera l
soil exposures are common over the area . The view north of the lake i s
excellent affording a hunter a good vantage point for observing caribo u

traveling south . Views in other directions cover varying amounts o f

country due to rising terrain .

This site was first noticed because of a contemporary camp location . A
coffee can and assorted other refuse were present on surface as well as a
wall tent that had been rolled up and left .
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A large gray chert flake and a large black chert flake were observed o n
surface in the vicinity of the recent camp . No other cultural materia l
was observed .

The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes any temporal or cultura l

assessment of the site . The site's location and paucity of cultura l
material suggest the location served as a lookout .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low . At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .

XCL-06 7

Site El vation :

	

W1/4, N

	

Prot mle rS to Type .
2960 t :

	

ect i o

	

Camp

	

I —'
13S ,

Site Ag :

	

iat M r'di~n	 	 Probable Cultura l
ca . 1 0 yeai B P .

	

1

	

Affiliation : Nunamiu t
Eskimo

This site is located on the east side of a rise which lies on the wes t
side of the Chandler River roughly 800 meters south of Round Lake . A
small pond is located 30 meters west of the site while the Chandler Rive r
lies 100 meters to the east . Although, only slightly elevated the sit e
provides a reasonably good view of the local area .

About 10% of the surface of the site is unvegetated and consists o f

exposed mineral soil and gravel . Vegetation consists of moss, lichen ,
scattered grass, and low woody and herbaceous plants . Some dwarf willow
and birch are also present .

The site was located as the result of surface reconnaissance of the are a
and consists of two tent rings and three hearths . The site is divided
into two localities .

Loca l i

	

#1 consists of a hearth 1 meter i n) di ameter . Along the edge
of the earth a large blue-gray chert tlake/and several bird bone fragment s
were noted . No subsurface testing. was iundertaken . ,

Locality #2 consists of twotent rings and two hearths, and is roughl y

150 meters south of l ocal i t-#1 .. The tent rings are roughly circula r
and about 2 .5 meters in diameter . Both tent rings received subsurfac e
testing which produced no cultural material . _However, testing th e
southernmost hearth produced subsurface ,dharcoal .

Thirty-two meters south-southwest of the southernmost tent ring a hole 4 5
cm2 was noted . The hole appears to be an old archeological test pit .
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Cultural evidence at the site suggests a non-snow month camp occupied by
Nunamiut Eskimo some time during the last 100 years .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low .
At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse
impacts .

XCL-078

NE1/4, NE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
Section 5

	

C Inuksuk--
T14S, R3W

Umiat Meridia n

Site Elevation :
3020 ft .

Site Age :
ca . 1W)-yent4sNB .P . Affiliate, a4_	 Nunamiut

Fskimo

	

I	

Probable Cultura l

The site i s loc' t d a ong tile- rest f hl~ outhernmost krol l , on th e
south side of <a iak C ee wh i ch e e

	

ttle ChandTer Lake fron th e
east . T he crek lies40mees to/t'- •t of the site while Lttll e
Chandler-

	

s loca

	

rou

	

y 1 /

	

omet_

	

o the west . The view from
this site encompasses both Chandler Lake to the south, and Little Chandle r
Lake to the immediate west . Visibility north and east is limited by
rising terrain and the valley's eastern wall .

Vegetation at the site is relatively sparse consisting of scattered
patches of lichen, moss, grass and low woody and herbaceous plants .
Much of the surface is exposed mineral soil, glacial till, and fracture d
bedrock . There are no surface disturbances beyond an occasional ground
squirrel burrow

The site was located as the result of visual inspection of the surface an d
consists of a series of five, low, stone inuksuk which run in a line alon g
the crest of the knoll on a northwest/southeast axis . The inuksuk which
are spaced 15-20 meters apart, where not tumbled down and consist of rock s
piled on one another . None of the inuksuk are over 70 cm . high . I n
addition, a collapsed hunting blind was observed on the flat wester n
margin of the knoll near its north end about 25 meters west of the
northernmost inuksuk .

The blind was built around two boulders, is semicircular in form, an d
oriented to the south . Nearby are the remains of two small fire hearths .
Both hearths contain some charcoal and are partially covered/obscured b y
flat slabs of rock .

Other materials in the immediate site area include a piece of cut and worke d
willow projecting between the tumbled rocks of the blind wall . Several
pieces of broken and extremely weathered caribou bone are scattered abou t
the area . No subsurface testing was undertaken .
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This combination of inuksuk and hunting blind could be remnants from a
1945 caribou drive in which the animals were driven into Little Chandle r
Lake and then speared from kayaks . Ethnographic accounts place an individua l
in the site area during the drive .

On the other hand, the tumbled down nature of the blind and some of th e
inuksuk and the severe state of weathering of bone, suggest the site i s
older than 40 years . Whatever the case, the site is quite probabl y
Nunamiut Eskimo occupation of the last 100 years .

Site significance, if not part of the 1945 caribou drive, is of a loca l
nature and research potential is low . At present the site does not appea r
to be threatened by any adverse impact .
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XCL-067 (continued)
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XCL-078

Site Elevation :

	

NE1/4, NE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
3020 ft .

	

Section 5

	

(

L0_uku k
T14S, R3W

Site Age :

	

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
ca . 100 years B .P .

	

Affiliation : Nunamiu t
Eskimo

The site is located along the crest of the southernmost knoll, on th e
south side of Ikagiak Creek which enters Little Chandler Lake from th e

east . The creek lies 400 meters to the north of the site while Littl e
Chandler Lake is located roughly 1 kilometer to the west . The view from
this site encompasses both Chandler Lake to the south, and Little Chandle r
Lake to the immediate west . Visibility north and east is limited b y

rising terrain and the valley ' s eastern wall .

Vegetaton-

	

th site i r a ively s ars~ consisting	 ofscattered _	

patches of lic n, moss,Igrafis 5 nd to

	

o

	

and iertbaceous plants .
Much of the sur a e is expos

	

miner l oil glacial -tit , and frcctare d

bedrock . There a e no surT

	

dist b

	

s eyond

	

sional groan d
squirrel b

	

w

The site was located as the result of visual inspection of the surface and
consists of a series of five, low, stone inuksuk which run in a line alon g
the crest of the knoll on a northwest/southeast axis . The inuksuk whic h
are spaced 15-20 meters apart, where not tumbled down and consist of rock s
piled on one another . None of the inuksuk are over 70 cm . high . I n
addition, a collapsed hunting blind was observed on the flat wester n
margin of the knoll near its north end about 25 meters west of th e
northernmost inuksuk .

The blind was built around two boulders, is semicircular in form, an d

oriented to the south . Nearby are the remains of two small fire hearths .
Both hearths contain some charcoal and are partially covered/obscured by

flat slabs of rock .

Other materials in the immediate site area include a piece of cut and worked

willow projecting between the tumbled rocks of the blind wall . Severa l
pieces of broken and extremely weathered caribou bone are scattered abou t
the area . No subsurface testing was undertaken .

This combination of inuksuk and hunting blind could be remnants from a
1945 caribou drive in which the animals were driven into Little Chandle r
Lake and then speared from kayaks . Ethnographic accounts place an individua l
in the site area during the drive .

On the other hand, the tumbled down nature of the blind and some of th e
inuksuk and the severe state of weathering of bone, suggest the site i s
older than 40 years . Whatever the case, the site is quite probabl y
Nunamiut Eskimo occupation of the last 100 years .
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Site significance, if not part of the 1945 caribou drive, is of a loca l
nature and research potential is low . At present the site does not appea r
to be threatened by any adverse impact .

XCL-07 9

NE1/4, NE1/ 4
Section 5
T14S, R3W

Umiat Meridia n

Site Elevation :
3020 ft .

Site Age :
4000-2000 years B .P .

Probable Site Type :
Lookout

Probable Cultural
Affiliation : ,Denbig h
Flint Comple x

ea t

	

ut he r / e d of the l arges*-of sieve a l -7
deI ofAk i ak C e

	

out 1 .5 kilometers ea t b f
X~~,-07~lies p ro iratley 200 me4rs to t e

tial

	

or thi site is a Litt a better than tha t
ing a

	

ade7 l ew t t e nor hern approach {of th e

This site
knolls on
Little Cha
south . The vw ot e
of nearby XCt-0J, , h a
Chandler VaTley

The surface of the site area is rather flat, rocky, and very well drained .
Vegetation is patchy and discontinuous, consisting of grasses, moss, liche n
and low woody and herbaceous plants .

The site was located as the result of surface reconnaissance of the area .
Cultural material, on surface, consisted of a flake knife, the upper portio n
of an end blade, possibly the distal end of a burin spall and a fragmen t
of a microblade core tablet, all of gray chert . This cultural materia l
was located within a 50 cm 2 area . No subsurface testing was undertaken .
The site area is estimated to be about 3 meters2 .

The site's location suggests it served as a lookout while the cultura l
material indicates the occupants may have been Denbigh Flint Comple x
people . If the cultural assessment is correct then the site was probabl y
occupied between 4000-2000 years ago .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appear s
low. At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any advers e
impacts .



XCL-079 (continued )
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XCL-080

Site

	

Elevation : NE1/4, NE1/4 Probable Site Type :
3020 ft . Section 5 Lookout

T14S, R3W
Site Age : Umiat Meridian Probable Cultura l

Unknown Affiliation :

	

Unknown

This site occurs about halfway way along the eastern margin of the mos t
sinuous of the several glacial knolls bordering the south side of Ikagia k
Creek . Little Chandler Lake lies about 1/5 kilometer to the west whil e
XCL-079 is located about 200 meters to the east .

The view from the site is very good encompassing the Chandler Lake basi n
from the southern end of Chandler Lake north to the southern end of
Round Lake . The view also includes much of the nearby creek from it s
confluence with Little Chandler Lake, eastward up its valley .

5;'Pe View

- 198 -



The surface of the site area is fairly flat and level and not nearly so
boulder strewn as the knolls to the east . The vegetation is primaril y
lichen, moss, and some low woody and herbaceous plants . There are numerou s
unvegetated areas many of which appear to be the result of seasona l
freezing and thawing .

The site was first noted by the presence on surface of the medial sectio n
of a gray chert projectile point . The artifact was lenticular in cros s
section and appeared to have been broken during manufacture . Other
materials on and in surface consisted mostly of small pressure flakes o f
gray chert . The area of the site was estimated at 3 x 4 meters . Cultural
materials were thinly scattered about the site area and no particula r
concentration of flakes was in evidence . No subsurface testing wa s
undertaken .
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XCL-081

Site Elevation :

	

SE1/4, SE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
3030 ft .

	

Section 32

	

Lookout
T13S, R3W

Site Age :

	

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknown

This site is located on the northwest end of a narrow and sinuous knol l
that lies on the south side of Ikagiak Creek roughly 1 .3 kilometers eas t
of Little Chandler Lake . This site is one of four, XCL-078,079,090 ,
which comprise a suite of sites amid the glacially formed knolls wher e
the creek enters the Chandler Lake basin . The knoll terminates in a two
lobed prominence separated by a shallow draw . The site lies on th e
northernmost lobe . The view from the site is panoramic encompassing th e
valley from its northern approaches south beyond Chandler Lake .

site -s-

	

well drai ed, and

	

what rricky .	 1
by andl con is s of i e

	

moss, rass, and a few ho w
us plants . 4ost u v ge a ed areas 	 appear to be th e
freezingtha

The site-wa-s- tt scoverad-as a l r-sul e4f surf

	

reconnaissance of tb ~
area . A scattering of gray chert flakes were noted on and protrudin g
from the surface in an unvegetated area . No subsurface testing was undertaken .

The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes any temporal or cultura l
assessment . The site's location suggest it served as a lookout a s
apparently did other nearby sites .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appears low .
At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .

XCL-082

Site

	

Elevation : NW1/4, NW1/4 Probable Site Type :
2975 ft . Section 26 Lookout/Butcherin g

T14S, R4W
Site Age : Umiat Meridian Probable Cultura l
Recent/4000-2000 years B .P . Affiliation :

	

Nunamiut

	

Eskimo
Denbigh Flint Complex

This site is located on the most prominent knoll on the south side o f
the western-most inlet steam feeding Chandler Lake . XCL-085 lies 20 0
meters to the west . The knoll commands the narrow corridor along th e
west side of Chandler Lake between the steeper slopes and the lake shore .
The view from the site is excellent both north and south along the valley .

The surf a c
Vegetat'o n
woody. and
result of
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Vegetation at the site is consists of low woody and herbaceous plant s
accompanied by lichen, sedge, moss and dwarf willow in areas of poore r
drainage . About 25% of the surface of the site is unvegetated and consist s
of gravel and mineral soil exposures as well as small boulders and glacia l
erratics .

The site was located as the result of surface inspection and appears
to consist of at least two components . A hunting blind of rocks i s
located on the highest part of the knoll . The blind is orientated to
provide cover either from north or south i .e . perpendicular to the axi s
of the corridor defined by the slopes of the mountains and the lake .
A hearth containing charcoal and fragments of burnt bone is present an d
may be associated with the blind .

It is essential to point out that while Alaxander did investigate thi s
site in 1960's he made no mention of the blind . If this site is Alexander' s
#C8, as seems -a ost

cerLn9it
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,

Over most of the knoll, but especially on the southeast facing slopes ,
there is a scatter of lithic material . This includes the medial sectio n
of a well made end or side blade of gray chert and an end scraper o f
obsidian . A variety of lithic material is present and includes black ,
light gray, blue/gray, green, red and gray chert, and black banded re d
and black obsidian . A few caribou bones and fragments as well as antle r
sections are scattered about the site, particularly near the blind an d
around the northern part of the knoll . Five .270 cartridge cases were
also noted .

Two subsurface tests were made . Test #1 is less than 50 cm . from the
original microblade find . Lithics were abundant in the test unit, an d
include seven microblades, four possible microblades, several larg e
blades, some core fragments, and 20 flakes .

The second subsurface test was placed 1 meter north of the hunting blin d
in thick moss, sedge, and dwarf willows and yielded two caribou bon e
fragments .

Evidence at the site suggests that there were at least two, widel y
divergent temporally, occupational events at the site . The wide variety
of lithic material further suggests that a number of occupational event s
may have taken place during prehistoric times . Although no diagnostic

	

\
artifacts are present the style of the end/side blade accompanied by the 1
presence of microblades suggests an occupation by Denbigh Flint Comple x
people some time between 4000-2000 years ago . The much more recen t
hunting blind, the modern rifle cartridge cases, and scattered caribo u
bone as well as the prehistoric cultural material combine to indicat e
site use as a lookout/hunting/processing local .

- 201 -



The possibility of subsurface material at this site raises site significance
a bit above low . Research potential while not great can also be considere d
a bit above low . At the present time the site does not appear to b e
threatened by any adverse impacts .
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XCL-083

Site Elevation :

	

NW1/4, NW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
2960 ft .

	

Section 26

	

Camp
T14S, R4W

Site Age :

	

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
ca . 100 years B .P .

	

Affiliation : Nunamiu t
Eskimo

This site is located on the first knoll adjacent the southwest corner o f
Chandler Lake 200 meters south-southewest of XCL-082 . The view from the
site is excellent to the southern end of Chandler Lake, but the XCL-08 2
knoll obscures all views of the lake and valley to the north .

About 90% of the surface of the site is vegetated to some degree . Vegetation
consists of lichen, moss, grass, and some low woody and herbaceous plants .
The unvagetatecf orti ~n of th site co si is of Minera1Scil fa gravel ]
exposures acc pacii ed b scat red sm 1
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Evidence at the site suggests it was a short duration spring/summer/fal l
camp occupied by Nunamiut Eskimo sometime in the last 100 years .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low. At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .
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XCL-084

Site Elevation :

	

SW1/4, SW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
2900 ft .

	

Section 23

	

Camp
T14S, R4W

Site Age :

	

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
ca . 100 years B .P .

	

Affiliation : Nunamiu t
Eskimo

This site is located on a low gravel bench along the south side of a
feeder stream which enters the southwest quadrant of Chandler Lake . Th e
shore of the lake lies 500 meters east of the site while XCL-083 lie s
slightly less than 400 meters to the south . The view from the site i s
restricted to the local area to the north but is extensive to the eas t
and south .

i chen, Igr •sue—add 1 v---wood,-axld
the sit surface . There ar e
gravel .-- 1

ion cf he area . The s i
be a f ock lined/walle d
dardtent ring . Deo.cniptivel y

In the early 1960's H .L . Alexander reported a similar, cultural featur e
in this area . However, close inspection suggest this is not Alexander' s
site, rather it is similar and nearby the original discovery . This may
be an example of winter tent use .

Although no diagnostic artifacts were observed and . the nature of the
cultural feature is uncommon, the site has the flavor of a Nunamiut Eskim o
occupation .

By virtue of its somewhat unique character the site is interesting althoug h
its significance remains local in nature and research potential is low .
At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .

XCL-085

Site Elevation :

	

NE1/4, NE1/4

	

Probabl Site Type :
2985 ft .

	

Section 27

	

Blin /Inuksu k
T14S, R4W

Site Age :

	

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l

ca . 100 years B .P .

	

Affiliation : Nunamiut
Eskimo

This site is not well documented but the following information can b e
determined from the field notes . This site is part of a suite of site s
located in the ridges and knolls at the southwest corner of Chandle r
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Lake . The site is located midway between XCL-083 and XCL-084 which lie ,
respectively, 200 meters north and south . The site lies on a low ridg e
and offers a reasonably good view of the local area .

Vegetation at the site consists of a thin broken mat of lichen ,
moss, grass, and low woody and herbaceous plants . Numerous areas of
exposed mineral soil and gravel are scattered about the area .

The site was discovered as the result of surface reconnaissance of th e
area and consists of a large number of scattered inuksuk and what appear s
to be a collapsed hunting blind . The area covered by this site appear s
to be fairly large .

Little else can be said about this site except that it was a huntin g
oriented and probably utilized by Nunamiut Eskimos some time during th e
past 100 years .

ch

	

n i al i s - owe - A ft
b any adverse ' mpacts .

SW1/4, NE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
Section 23

	

Hunting Camp/Lookou t
T14S, R4W

Site Age :

	

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
ca . 100 years B .P .

	

Affiliation : 'Nunamiu t
Eskimo

This site is located 50 meters south of an unnamed creek which enter s
the southwestern shore of Chandler Lake just south of Hourglass Point .
The site is located on an alluvial fan approximately 300 meters west o f
the lakeshore . The suite of sites, XCL-082 through XCL-085 at th e
southwest corner of the lake lies 1 .5 kilometers to the south . The view
from the site is excellent to the south and eastward across Chandle r
Lake, however, the alluvial fan to the north partially blocks the nort h
end of Chandler Lake and all of Little Chandler Lake .

Vegetation at the site is a thin, patchy mat of lichen, moss, grass, an d
scattered low woody and herbaceous plants . About 50% of the surface o f
the site is exposed mineral soil, gravel, rocks, and small boulders .

The site was located through visual inspection of the surface and consist s
of a stone hunting blind, a large rectangular tent ring, two hearths o r
small caches and the base of a constricting stem/lanceolate projectil e
point . The projectile point is crudely made and is not diagnostic of any
culture .

XCL-086

Site Elevation :
2910 ft .
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A large number old caribou bone fragments are scattered about the sit e
area . A small subsurface test in each of the hearths produced smal l
amounts of charcoal while similar sized tests inside the tent rin g
produced no cultural material .

In their reconnaissance of the area during the late 1950's and earl y
1960's neither Campbell or Alexander mention this site . This suggest s
they either missed the site or it was occupied some time during the las t
25 years .

The date of use probably occurred within the last 100 years and the sit e
appears to have served as a hunting camp/lookout occupied by Nunamiu t
Eskimos . The rectangular shape of the tent ring suggests the use of a
commercially manufactured wall tent . The projectile point and the cultura l
features of the site are not necessarily related .
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XCL-086 (continued )
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MAP AREA # 7

AGIAK LAKE/AMILOYAK LAK E

Camp #1 and #2 June 2-3 0

Map Area #7 lies immediately south of Map Area #6 . Archeological surve y
was conducted out of these camps for a period of 28 days during whic h
time roughly 10 square miles was surveyed and 61 archeological sites wer e
located . A small portion of the work in the Agiak Lake area was logisticall y
supported by helicopter . The great majority of the work was conducte d
through foot surveys .

Once again we had been preceded into the area by other archeologists . I n
the early 1960's Herb Alexander conducted some limited archeologica l
survey and excavation in the area . Alexander reported finding two sites~asn shore

Trying o rel cate pr w-iousl isc• , °red a ••olcgical sites so t at1 w e
would not duplicate earlier work, proved to a a problem . The followin g
is taken from one of the field note books :

"In the afternoon I spent some time trying to relocate Alexanders sites C -
6 and C-6a . C-6 is supposed to be a large 10 x 12 foot tent ring, mos t
of which was evidently excavated . C-6a is a line of cairns 450 yard s
long which starts 25 yards north of C-6 . However, C-6 is supposed to be
140 yards from the lake and C-6a starts 30 yards from the lake . We have
found nothing in the vicinity that looks like an excavated 10 x 12 foo t
tent ring . Alexander places the site just north of the inlet stream i n
his written location description, but places it south of the stream o n
his map . I think we would need to have the original field notes to accuratel y
locate the site . "

The area around Agiak Lake was the only one studied this summer whic h
exhibited any evidence of unauthorized excavation . The following i s
quoted from one of the field notebooks :

" . . . .some recent pothunting in the vicinity of Alexander's site C-6 on a
flat gravel platform just north of the ridge running along the north sid e
of the inlet stream . About 100 meters (estimated) north of the stream, i s
an archeological site that has been heavily disturbed . At first I thoug h
it might have been the work of Alexander ' s crew . Upong closer inspection
this could not be possible ; a number of artifacts lay in exposed excavatio n
areas, estimated to be about 40 square meters . There are thousands of
black chert flakes and numerous microblades on the surface of the excavated
area .

I believe the same persons responsible for the disturbance of this sit e
have also disturbed the ridge top just to the south . Evidently a numbe r
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of. cairns have been disrupted and a number of potholes are present .
While examining the backdirt from the disturbance I found a Wrigley's gu m
wrapper with the uniform product code on it, a code which was first use d
in the mid 1970's - much to late for Alexander ' s time . "

Of the 61 archeological sites located in this area 34 appear to be th e
result of Nunamiut Eskimo activities occurring over the last 200 years .
Twenty-five archeological sites are unknown in terms of cultural affiliation .
Some of these sites, however, posses elements that suggest occupatio n
occurred six or more millennia ago . Two sites represent occupations b y
Denbigh Flint Complex peoples .

The density of archeological sites around Agiak Lake is impressive .
While the majority of the sites suggest recent occupation and use of th e
area the evidence from the remaining sites indicates that the area ha s
been rather steadily utilized over at least the last 6000 years . Thi s
suggest
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XCL-06 8

Site Elevation :

	

NE1/4, SW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
2985 ft .

	

Section 3

	

Camp
T5S, R4 W

Site Age :

	

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
ca . 100 years B .P .

	

Affiliation : Nunamiu t
Eskimo

This site is located on the western shore of an unnamed lake 2 .5 kilometer s
south of Chandler Lake . The site lies on what appears to be an old beach
terrace approximately 1 .5 meters above the present lake level . Althoug h
relatively low-lying, the site provides excellent views to the north and
south in excess of several kilometers . To the east and west the view i s
less extensive due to the mountainous terrain .

Vegetat t u r r a t — U i e si te-com-i-s-ts of a t
with a -ew--c}ump of gran d\some 1
and there . Th re are scme m neral s o
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o ke

The site-was scovered as a

	

sulk-elf surtc ronnaissance . The_Jsit e
consists of two rectangular tent rings which appear to have heart h
features associated with them . The northernmost tent ring is approximatel y
2 .5 x 3 .0 meters in size, while the southern ring is about 2 meters 2 .
In the northernmost tent ring a flake of gray chert was observed . The
southern tent ring is perched precariously on the edge of the terrac e
cut-face . In fact erosion has caused the northern margin to fall down
the cut-face . A visual inspection was made of the cut-face but no cultura l
material was observed .

The rectangular/square shape of the tent rings suggest that they represent
the use of commercially manufactured wall tents . This suggests that th e
period of site occupation represented by the tent rings occurred durin g
the last 100 years . The gray chert flake found on surface inside th e
northern tent ring, probably indicates an earlier occupation of the sit e
area . The site's location suggests that it served as a hunting camp .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential Is low. At
present the southern tent ring is being threatened by erosion of the
terrace . The rate at which the erosion is occurring is not known .
Mitigative action need not be a pressing management concern .

site a r
terrace

a

broken coie-r 	 of i mos-s-and-li-clie n
baceoujs p.14ntsJsca1 t.e .red herd
gravel (xposures about the
the lakeshore edge of th e

e\rrace-face erosion active .



XCL-068 (continued)

XCL-069

Sit eSite Elevation :

	

NE1/4, NE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
2990 ft .

	

Section 4

	

Butchering/Processing
T15S, R4W

Site Age :

	

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
ca . 100 years B .P .

	

Affiliation : Nunamiut
Eskimo

This site is located on an old stream terrrace on the south side of th e
first unnamed creek that enters the southern Chandler Lake basin fro m
the west . XCL-068 lies slightly more than 1 kilometer to the east -
southeast . The view potential is not remarkable and is limited to th e
southern approaches to Chandler Lake and southwest up the creek whic h
has traditionally been used by the Nunamiut as a short cut/dog pac k
route west to the Okokmilaga drainage .
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The surface of the terrace is relatively flat, and is well drained . Th e
surface is a 50/50 mixture of rocks and vegetation . Vegetation is primaril y
lichen, moss, grass, and low woody and herbaceous plants .

Site was first noted by presence of widely scattered, heavily weathere d
caribou bone, covering an area of roughly 20 meters 2 . The major concentration
of bone and fire cracked rock was located in a natural swale, roughly 1 x 2
meters in area, which is more robustly vegetated than the surroundin g
area .

A descreet peeling back of the swale's thick vegetation mat revealed a
dense concentration of cut chopped and broken bone fragments, which i s
consistant with the practice of processing and boiling bones to extrac t
marrow and render bone grease . No charcoal or burned wood was observe d
and no wood, stone, or metal artifacts were noted .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low unles s
the site is found to be associated with a large camp or winter village .
At present the site does not seem to be threatened by any adverse impacts .

XCL-07 0

Site Elevation :

	

NE1/4, NE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
2990 ft .

	

Section 4

	

Lookout
T15S, R4W

Site Age :

	

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
4000-2000 years B .P .

	

Affiliation : Denbigh
Flint Comple x

This site is located 200 meters east of XCL-069 on the same terrac e
system . The site area is set apart from the rest of the terrace syste m
by small intervening areas of tussock tundra and dwarf willow . The
unnamed creek lies about 8 meters below terrace level and 20 meters t o
the north of the site . The southern end of Chandler Lake lies about 2 . 5
kilometers to the north .

View potential from this site is restricted to about 200 meters in al l
directions due to rising terrain, except to the north where the sout h
end of Chandler Lake and much of its eastern shore is visible .
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Surface of site consists of exposed mineral soil and glacial till wit h
scattered patches of vegetation . Vevetation includes lichen, moss, gras s
and low woody and herbaceous plants . The promontory of the site area i s
more heavily vegetated due to ground squirrel activity .

The site was initially noted by the observation of a large gray chert
waste flake on surface . Further examination of the area yielded th e
upper portion of a chert end blade/projectile point and 3-4 small blad e
like fragments all of gray chert . Cultural materials were observed
on/in surface over an area of 2 x 2 meters .

Based on its location and the limited materials at hand this site ma y
have been a game lookout/chipping station . Based on end blade morphology ,
(parallel oblique flaking), size and degree of skill used in manufactur e
of the tool, the site is tentatively assigned to the Denbigh Flint Complex .
Site occupation probably occurred 4000-2000 years ago .

Site sicnirtc

	

is of a~ca natu r
be low . At the\\ p esent time )th~e sit e
any adverse impacts .
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XCL-07 1

Site Elevation :

	

NW1/4, SE1/4

	

• Probable Site Type :
2960 ft .

	

Section 15

	

Lookou t
T15S, R4W

Site Age :

	

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknown

This site is located on a prominent knoll on the north side of a smal l
lake in the hummocky terrain about 5 km south of Chandler Lake . The
knoll provides a perfect 360° view of the valley . Chandler Lake i s
visible to the north, and the high ground north of Amiloyak Lake can b e
seen to the south .

The top of the knoll is covered with a thick sod mat and grass, as i s
typical of knolls in this area . Erosion by frost action and wind deflatio n
is occurring at the modest rate . The knoll rises about 20 meters abov e
the surrounding terrain .

:h -potentia l !ap .pe a rs--.	 to '
peer to be t hreat en ad b y
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Gray and black chert flakes and several obsidian flakes were found on an d
in the surface near the top of the knoll . One black obsidian flake wa s
recovered from a small test pit excavated to a depth of 3 cm . in th e
flake concentration .

Five meters to the north another similar sized test pit produced tw o
chert flakes . The area of concentration of surface material is about 2
x 3 meters . There are some shallowly buried caribou bones on the site ,
but their origin is not necessarily cultural .

This site appears to be a hunting lookout which provides and excellen t
view of this portion of the Chandler River Valley . The site's age and
cultural affiliation are unknown, however, obsidian hydration dating may
provide an approximate age for the site . The concentration of flake s
suggests a single occupation, while the several kinds of raw material s
suggest
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XCL-072

Site Elevation : NW1/4, SW1/4 Probable Site Type :
3200 ft . Section 22 Lookou t

T15S, R4W
Site Age : Umiat Meridian Probable

	

Cultura l
Unknown Affiliation :

	

Unknown

The site lies on the eastern side of the easternmost of the group o f
knolls on the east side of the Chandler Valley slightly less than 2
kilometers north-northeast of Amiloyak Lake . The knoll provides a n
excellent 360° view of the area including Chandler Lake to the north an d
Amiloyak Lake to the south .

Vegetation at the site is sparse, and includes grass, moss, lichen, an d
low woody and herbaceous plants . Some minor erosion is occurring at th e
site as a result of frost and wind action .

A concentration of nine gray chert flakes, one of which may be a microblad e
core rejuvenation flake, lies 7 meters east-southeast of the knoll' s
promontory . Three white chert flakes were noted 19 meters east of th e
knoll top . No subsurface testing was undertaken .

Cultural evidence and location suggest the site served as a lookout .
The spatial separation of the groups of flakes suggests multipl e
occupational events occurred at the site . The age and cultura l
affiliation of the site is unknown due to the lack of diagnostic artifacts .
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Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low. At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .

XCL-07 3

Site Elevation :

	

SE1/4, SE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
2980 ft .

	

Section 16

	

Lookou t
T15S, R4W

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Affiliation : Unknown

The site is located on a high knob in the Chandler Valley 6 .5 kilometers
south of-eharnd .er Lake--a-td—3--kilometer 	 nrth of Imi lnyakaker ___1he_top.
of the knob—i-s, f• med by-t

	

p ks or rominences . The kn b commands an i
excellert view f the Chandler river a e from handler Lake south t o
the high round n .rth ofil.o ak Lake .

	

l

The site was located as a result of surface reconnaissance . A singl e
white chert flake was noted on surface on the northern promontory . A
single black chert flake was noted on the southern peak . Two gray chert
flakes lie on surface roughly 100 meters south of the peaks on a lowe r
terrace and a green chert flake lies on surface 70 meters to the northeast .
No subsurface testing was undertaken .

The site's location suggests it served as a lookout while the lithic s
suggest that several occupations or flaking events occurred at the site .
The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes any temporal or cultural
assessment of the site .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low . At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .

XCL-07 4

Site Elevation :

	

NW1/4, NW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
2975 ft .

	

Section 3

	

Camp
T15S, R4W

Site Age :

	

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
ca . 100 years B .P .

	

Affiliation : Nunamiu t
Eskimo

This site lies at the base of a creek-side bluff slightly less than 2 . 5
kilometers south-southwest of Chandler Lake . Situated on the southeas t

Site Age :
Unknown
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side of the creek the site lies 500 meters northeast of XCL-070 . The
site is little higher than creek level and offers only a restricted vie w
of the local area .

Approximately 95% of the surface of the site is vegetated by a health y
mat of lichen, moss, grass, and low woody and herbaceous plants . Smal l
patches of dwarf birch are scattered about the area .

The site was located as a result of surface inspection and consists of a
single tent ring which is circular in shape and is roughly 2 meters i n
diameter . Three 20 cm2 test pits were excavated to a depth of 10 cm .
within the ring and all proved to be culturaly sterile . Several bon e
fragments are scattered around the perimeter of the tent ring .

Cultural evidence at the site suggests a non-snow month camp occupied by
Nunamiut	 Eskimo some time during the last 100 years .

Site sicnifietnce is of aro~al natur

	

d research potnial is-bow l.	 A lt
present tha sit

	

oes notawe

	

to b

	

re tened bl anyadverse i+mp cts .

-- -

L

00
C)

	

A

xCL-a74

	

g A

'	 1MeT-Eri

B

= 80 ►w e ~ri-~g ri, Nt



XCL-07 5

Site Elevation :

	

SW1/4, NW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
3140 ft .

	

Section 3

	

Lookout
T15S, R4W

Site Age : .

	

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknown

This site is located on top of one of the many knolls and ridges alon g
the west side of the valley approximately 4 .5 kilometers south of Chandle r
Lake . There are basically two versions of these ridges and knolls i n
this area ; those on the valley floor and those on the slope between th e
3000' contours . This site provides a fine panoramic view of the entire area .
The site surface is about 50% vegetated by patchy growths of lichen ,
moss, grass, and low woody and herbaceous plants . Mineral soil and grave l
exposures are common .

The lackof- lagnostic artif c, s p

	

ludes `ate tek oral or cultural -
assessment of the site . However, the site ' s location suggests that i t
served as a lookout .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low . At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .

XCL-07 6

Site

	

Elevation : NE1/4, SE1/4 Probable Site Type :
2990 ft . Section 15 Camp

T15S, R4 W
Site Age : Umiat Meridian Probable Cultura l

Last 200 years Affiliation :

	

Nunamiut
Eskimo

This site lies 650 meters east-northeast of XCL-073 on the flat portion
of a terrace elevated 5 meters above the Chandler Lake inlet creek .
Chandler Lake lies approximately 7 kilometers to the north while Amiloya k
Lake lies 3 kilometers to the south . The view from the site is good but
limited to the local area .

Vegetation at the site consists of grass, lichen, moss, and some lo w
woody and herbaceous plants . Willows are present in the creek bottom .

The site was located as the result of surface reconnaissance and consist s
of a single tent ring located just back from the edge of the terrac e
about 20 meters west of the creek . Inside the tent ring a flake o f
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obsidian was observed lying on the surface vegetation . The excavatio n
of a small test pit produced no additional cultural material . Severa l
meters northwest of the tent ring some weathered willow sticks, one o f
which was cut, were found lying on the surface . The tent ring is roughl y
circular and measures approximately 2 x 3 meters .

Evidence at the site suggests that two occupational events may hav e
occurred here . The tent ring probably represents an occupation occurrin g
during the last 200 years while the obsidian may represent an earlie r
occupation .

Site significnace is of a local nature and research potential is low . At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .
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XCL-07 7

Site

	

Elevation : SW1/4, SE1/4 Probable Site Type :
3100 ft . Section 9 Lookout

T15S, R4W
Site Age : Umiat Meridian Probable Cultura l

ca .

	

2000 years B .P . Affiliation :

	

Unknown

This site is located on the western side of the Chandler Lake basin abou t
6 kilometers south-southwest of Chandler Lake . The site is perched ato p
a knoll on the south side of a narrow draw through which a small unname d
creek flows . Elevated some 10 meters above the creek the site offers a
resonably good view toward the northeast and southwest along the line o f
the draw . The view in other directions is blocked after a kilometer o r
so by rising terrain .

Vegetat'on-a-t' h sit is -s nt and m ch o the sarf-ace—i-s- expose miaer~ l
soil, gravel, c b l es b[oul cWrs, and r t~ red bedrock . What vegta. io n
is present is d

	

at d b li en an

	

os

	

ith a narrow strip if dwarf
birch growing

	

ogethensid of hecrek

The site wasLocated

	

the e ult of/ surfae reconnaissance . A su-l l
scatter of cultural material, approximately 2 meters in width, extende d
downslope from the knoll's promontory for a distance of 3 meters . Cultura l
material included 3 black chert microblade fragments and a variety o f
flakes and chunks of black and gray chert . At least one of the flakes
appeared to have been utilized as a tool . No subsurface testing was undertaken .

The present of microblades suggests a minimum age for the site of ca .
2000 years B .P . The variety of lithic material may indicate that th e
site experienced more than a single occupational event . The lack of
diagnostic artifacts precludes any cultural assessment . The site' s
location suggests that it may have served a a lookout .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low . At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .

XCL-08 7

Site Elevation :

	

SE1/4, NW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
3400 ft .

	

Section 17

	

Shooting Blind
T16S, R4W

Site Age :

	

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
ca . 100 years B .P .

	

Affiliation : Nunamiu t
Eskimo

This site lies on the south side of the high rocky plateau/ridge whic h
splits the Agiak/Ekokpuk valley . There are two levels to this plateau/ridg e
before it ascends the rocky slope to the east-northeast . A large gray
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boulder sits on the west end of the first level, and XCL-086 is on th e
south side of the second level . Agiak Lake lies slightly more than 3

kilometers to the west . The view is excellent over entire valley fro m
southeast and south to west encompassing most of Agiak Lake . Views i n
other directions are blocked by higher terrain .

There is little vegetation at the site as the majority of the surface i s
exposed bedrock gravel, cobbles, and boulders . What vegetation is presen t
consists mainly of lichen .

The site consists of a single shooting pit which measures 1 .5 meters in widt h
and .70 meters in depth . It is made of rocks and small boulders whic h
range from .30 - .70 meters in diameter . There do not appear to by any
inuksuk nearby .

The age of this feature is unknown although it is probably no older tha n
100 years .

f	 loal natur

	

d researchlpotential is low .
es~lot .A pear o be t neatened	 by a}~y adverse impacts .

XCL-088

Site Elevation : NW1/4, NW1/4 Probable Site Type :
3400 ft . Section 17 Lookou t

T16S., R4W
Site Age : Umiat Meridian Probable Cultura l

Unknown Affiliation :

	

Unknown

This site is located on the north edge of the Agiak/Ekokpuk valley nea r
the point where the north fork of the Agiak inlet creek enters a narro w
chute . Site XCL-087 is located 150 meters to the south . This site sit s
on the southern edge of a small rocky knoll 50 meters north of the cree k
and 45 meters south of the steeper rock slopes to the north . The sit e
offers an excellent view to the west encompassing the valley and most o f
Agiak Lake .

Vegetation at the site is sparse, covering only about 50% of the surfac e
area, and consists of lichen, moss, grass, and low woody and herbaceou s
plants . Unvegetated areas consist of exposed bedrock, gravel, boulders ,
and mineral soil .

The site was located as the result of surface inspection of the area .
Numerous black chert flakes and some caribou bone fragments are present o n
the surface . Two 35 cm2 test pits were excavated to a depth of 6 cm . and
proved to be culturally sterile .

The location of the site suggests it served as a lookout . The lack o f
diagnostic artifacts precludes any temporal or cultural assessment of th e
site .

Site s i
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Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appears
low . At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any advers e
impacts .

XCL-089

Site Elevation :

	

NW1/4, NW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
3190 ft .

	

Section 7

	

Camp/Lookou t
T16S, R4W

Site Age :

	

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Affiliation : Nunamiu t
Eskimo 2

This site is poised on the southwest side of a large plateau/terrace
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h un_uegetated areas Ltu al i ng
more than 30% of the site area . Vegetation consists of a thin patchy ma t
of sedge, lichen, moss, and low woody and herbaceous plants .

The site was located as the result of surface observation and consists o f
three tent rings and three local distributions of lithics . Large number s
of black chert flakes were observed scattered about portions of the sit e
area especially below rocks of the side walls of tent rings . Lithic area
#3 was the densest locus of chert flakes, however, each tent ring als o
had chert waste . flakes within it and not outside it, so far as could b e
told by surface observation . This suggests that the lithic detritus i s
associated with the tent rings which is not a common occurrence .

Lithic area #1 consists of a single large utilized/retouched flake o f
black chert .

Lithic area #2 consists of two black chert waste flakes .

Lithic area #3 includes one large black chert artifact which is no t
dissimilar to that at lithic area #1, and more than 200 additional blac k
chert flakes ranging in size from secondary retouch to core thinnin g
flakes . Many of the flakes were incorporated in the surface of the sit e
and several appeared to have been utilized .

Tent ring "C" is extraordinary for the amount of lithic material in an d
within three meters around it . Under any of the portable rocks there ar e
several flakes of black chert . Of the ca . 150 flakes seen, all but tw o
were black chert . A flake scraper found just outside thent ring "C" i s
made of blue/gray banded chert and is the only formal artifact from th e
site . Since 99% of the lithic material at the site is black chert, the
scraper may represent a separate occupational event .
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The site is in the most prominent spot north and east of Agiak Lake tha t
is near the Amiloyak/Agiak Valley and the long line(s) of inuksuk whic h
run up Agiak Creek . It appears that the site may have functioned as bot h
a camp and a lookout . The tent ring occupation of the site is probabl y
no older than 200 years B .P .

Although site significance is of a local nature . The site is interesting i n
that it is rare to find lithic detritus so obviously associated with ten t
rings . The fact that these tent rings are made of numerous rocks an d
most of the lithic detritus appears to be inside the rings suggests th e
site was occupied during the less mild part of the year or perhaps durin g
especially inclement weather . Despite this, research potential is les s
than moderate .

At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .
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XCL-09 0

Site Elevation :

	

NW1/4, NW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
3195 ft .

	

Section 7

	

Camp/Lookou t
T16S, R4W

Site Age :

	

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
ca . 200 years B .P .

	

Affiliation : Nunamiu t
Eskimo

This site lies on the northern portion of the terrace upon which XCL-08 9
is located . XCL-090 is located 150 meters north of XCL-089 and 800 meter s
north of Agiak Lake . The view from this site is very good especially t o
the west across the Agiak/Amiloyak Valley . To the north and south th e
view is somewhat restricted by rising terrain .

Roughly 50% of the site surface is vegetated . Vegetation consists of a
thin, broke-n-nut of grass ; l-i-Ghen, mos

	

nd a few--crattered lnw woQdy__~
and herbac~et+s` p nts

	

at e of expmineral s2tl anI gravel are_ Ja
common, ac :ompa"ni d by a~i ocOas,ional Z\thPosit .
Th e site was 1 a ed as ihrult,q'f

	

ac~~ recon issdlice of the area
and consists—o

	

single, cite la ,te t ri s rougil 3 meters in Ilianeter .
A single-25 cm 2 test 0-it was-e cav

	

=- • : pth

	

6 cm . and yielded
one brown, one blue and two black chert flakes . An additional blac k
chert flake was noted beneath one of the ring stones . A large frost
crack bisects the tent ring .

The fact that all the lithic detritus appears to be subsurface or unde r
tent ring stones suggests that the ring was constructed on top of a n
older site . The variety of lithic material suggests several occupationa l
events occurred at the site .

The site's location suggests it may have served as a lookout as well as a
camping locale . The camp was probably occupied during the warmer month s
by Nunamiut Eskimo sometime during the last 200 years .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low . A t
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .



XCL-090 (continued)
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XCL-09 1

Site Elevation :

	

NE1/4, NW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
3210 ft .

	

Section 7

	

Lookout/Cam p
T16S, R4W

Site Age :

	

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Multiple Occupations

	

Affiliation : Nunamiu t
Eskimo and Olde r

This site is located about 175 meters southeast of XCL-089 on a slightl y
more elevated portion of the same terrace that XCL-090 and XCL-089 li e
on . The view from the site is quite good encompassing all of Agiak Lak e
and the surrounding local country to the south and east . The view to the

north is somewhat obstructed by higher terrain .

Vegetation in the site area consists of a thin mat of lichen, moss, grass ,
and low woody and herbaceous plants . Fractured bedrock expsosures ar e
common while mineral soil exposures are few in number .
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The site was located as the result of surface observation and consists o f
four circular tent rings and what appears to be a half tent ring . All of
the tent rings are roughly 3 meters in diameter and have some lithic s
associated with them . The rings are scattered over an area of roughl y
2500 meter s 2 . Lithic detritus consists of a variety of chert and a singl e
obsidian flake .

Two formal artifacts were noted at the site . Beneath one of the rocks i n
ring "A" a fan shaped, black chert end scraper was observed . Unde r
another nearby rock numerous black chert flakes were present . A crude
black chert biface was noted, on surface, in the middle of tent ring "B" .

This site may repr sect rrule_ ccupa 'o

	

The occupatiopal even t
represented by the to t rin

	

obably c "•d during the last 250 years .
There is now

	

terrin if th li hic-

	

er'al 1 s associated wit h
the tent ri~rgs:

	

e fact	 t at t	 e to

	

i ng st es often appear to b~ u n
top of the lithic detritus suggests that the tent rings were erected o n
top of an older site . At various times the site area appears to have bee n
used as a camp and a lookout .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is a bi t
above low . At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any
adverse impacts .

Roughly 50 meters east of tent ring "B" lies the half tent ring . It i s
roughly elliptical in shape and measures 1 .00 meter x .80 meter (insid e
diameter) and 2 .50 meters x 2 .00 meters (outside diameter) . The stones
are piled nearly 45 cm . high . This feature may represent some type o f
blind or wind-freak as it .appear somewhataller than ctandird rent
ring size .
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XCL-092

Site Elevation :

	

NW1/4, NW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
3250 ft .

	

Section 1

	

Lookou t
T16S, R5W

Site Age :

	

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknown

The site is located on a knob that projects as a low spur off the nort h
end of mountain that borders Agiak Lake on the west . An unnamed tributary
of the lake flows eastward 150 meters north of the site . The site lie s
approximately 1 .5 kilometers west-northwest of the lake's north end .
The view from of the site is moderately good and includes the souther n
portion of Amiloyak Lake, eastward through the Ekokpuk Valley and mos t
of the Agiak Lake area .

The site sir

	

robu
low woody and a ou s
with grasses and a t ic k
and enrichment by urrow'

tly

	

tated mo°sc , grasses,	 lichee, nd_s.otne	
plsnts
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Over much of Ltie kn~ 'b there are~e4posuandrface deposits of fragmented
bedrock . S-tLe w

	

first -n-eted y	 he Lo.~ervat

	

of-tJack chert in the i
surface 4 meters northwest of the knob crest . This material turned ou t
to be a large incompleted biface . Fifty cm . to the west another bifac e
was noted . The second biface was quite crude and could be considered a
preform . A 20 cm2 test was eas excavated to a depth of 8 cm . near th e
preform yielded a total of 8 black chert flakes . Several additiona l
test pits excavated nearby proved to be culturally sterile .

The site's location suggests that it served as a lookout . The lack o f
diagnostic artifacts precludes cultural or temporal assessment of the site .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appear s
low . At present the site does not appear to be thretened by any advers e
impacts .
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XCL-093

Site Elevation :

	

SW1/4, SW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
3130 ft .

	

Section 1

	

Lookou t
T16S, R5W

Site Age :

	

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknown

This site is located on a small kame 1 .5 meters high, roughly 20 meter s
long, and 5 meters across at its crest . The kame is situated in th e
midst of wet tussock tundra between the valley wall and Agiak Lake ' s
western shore . The lake edge lies less than 100 meters to the east o f
the site . The view potential is good and includes of Agiak Lake eastward s
up the Ekokpuk Valley and north 2 kilometers to the higher ground tha t
separates Amiloyak and Agiak Lakes .

The surface o t e ame is reia

	

ely fla . . well drained . The1ve ctati e
cover is ro5u~ t-\on isting prl r ly of

	

dry moss--grAsse§-T-a-nd --
some low woody and he baceosOan s . S',m

	

sion = s t_a_kin place o n
the souther'i face f he karle_._

The site was ocat ' thrqugh vi ua In .p-ctio o the surface when cher t
and fire-cracked-Fgck werTobser

	

in

	

e sou -- n efesional area .

Lithic materials on surface include flaking debitage and formal artifact s
in a variety of colors of chert including black, gray, and reddish-brow n
and one artifact of greenish mud or siltstone .

No complete formal artifacts were in evidence but present on surfac e
were :

1. A small biface fragment of reddish brown chert, steeply retouched
along the edges of the ventral surface exhibiting a possible burin blow
struck along the fracture edge .

2. A large flake of cream/gray chert which appears to have been worke d
into a graver .

3. A bifacially worked fragment of a gritty textured greenish-gray
muds tone .

Three 20 cm2 test pits were excavated to a depth of 10 cm . from 30 t o
100 cm . back from the eroding edge of the kame . Cultural material s
appear limited to the eroding edge of feature as all the test pits wer e
sterile . No hearth or charcoal was found although fire-cracked rock wa s
plentiful . Cultural materials were observed along a 3 mete r
section of the kame's erosional face .

An additional concentration of fire-cracked rock was found approximatel y
8 meters east of the main lithic scatter also on south face of the kame .
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Due to the lack of diagnostic artifacts no cultural or temporal assessment
of the site can be made . The location of this site between the lak e
shore and the valley wall makes it an excellent location for a huntin g
blind/intercept/lookout station for migrating caribou . Hunting coul d
have been done cooperatively with men stationed behind the lakeshor e
embankment and at base of valley wall in nearby willows . The height an d
east-west orientation of the kame makes it an ideal location for cove r
as well as a wind break .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appears low .
Much of the site may have already eroded away . At present the site doe s
not appear threatened by any adverse impact except the active erosio n
occurring along the southern margin of the kame .
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XCL-094

Site Elevation :

	

SW1/4, SW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :

3115 ft .

	

Section 1

	

Cam p
T16S, R5W

Site Age :

	

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
ca . 200-100 years B .P .

	

Affiliation : Nunamiu t
Eskimo

The site is located on an old beach terrace that rises 0 .5 meters abov e

Agiak Lake . The terrace runs some 85 meters along the lake's wester n
edge and is 10 meterswide for most of its length . The site lies on th e
edge of the lake and is roughly 100 meters south of XCL-093 . The view
from the site encompasses all of Agiak Lake and the surrounding local country
including the Ekokpuk Valley .

The surface of Tim i to i s
of exposed shele r vel ar e
moss, lichee, gras , nd low_yo
willow is s :attere a ong the ma
being a rode i by wa a nd ic a c
eastern edgy of

	

a errace

	

No
danger of disturb nce .

d level . 0 casional seed pa*e -es--1
persed i a rich 'eg tati

	

ma off-

	

-
and h rb a us plant .__Some dwarf
ns of t e si e . the terrace is gr duall y
, cr at h

.
a small cat-bank on th e

ltu al/mated is zre in any appareht j

This site was first noted by the presence of a single black chert wast e
flake on surface some 10 meters from the south end of the terrace . An
intensive visual inspection and three 20 c m2 test pits excavated throug h
the root mat to beach shingle yielded no additional cultural material .
There is little soil . at the site as the rooty vegetation mat directl y
overlies the old beach shingle .

Forty meters from the south end of the terrace are two tent rings ./
Their age is indeterminate . The stones are well integrated into th e
vegetation mat . However, the weathered remains of an old cotton soc k
was also observed in the vicinity suggesting a recent and probabl y
unassociated occupation of the site area . The tent rings and the chert
flake may not be associated, suggesting multiple occupations of the
site area .

The southernmost tent ring is roughly 3 meters in diameter, while it s
neighbor, 5 meters to the north, appears to be slightly smaller . Whe n
one of the tent stones on the southern tent ring was lifted chunks o f
charcoal were observed beneath .

The site appears to be a camp occupied by Nunamiut Eskimo some time durin g
the last 200 years . The presence of charcoal at the site may provide a
more specific date .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appears low .
At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .
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XCL-09 5

Site Elevation :

	

NE1/4, SW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
3120 ft .

	

Section 1

	

Lookout/Camp
T16S, R5W

Site Age :

	

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknown

This site is located on an esker which is roughly 80 meters in lengt h
and up to 4 meters wide at its crest . The esker is aligned east-wes t
for most of its length before turning northward near its eastern end .
The esker rises from less than 1 meter to 3-4 meters in height at it s
crest near north/eastern terminus . The view from the site is good an d
includes all of Agiak Lake and the surrounding local country as well a s
several kilometers east toward Ekokpuk Pass .

re d
ters e r
herb c e
posi io,

The site was-located as the resu~tJ of 4i~ual i~osp~ect on of the surface .
Cultural material consisting of black, gray, and banded gray chert flake s
were widely but thinly scattered over nearly the entire length of th e
esker . Most of the cultural material occurred on the higher easter n
part of the site .

Near the site's southern end there is a smaller parallel esker on which a
concentration of fire-cracked rock and chert flakes was noted near th e
southern edge of the crest . A small test pit was excavated amongst th e
fire-cracked rock concentration and yielded no bone, charcoal, or othe r
cultural material .

Although no cultural affiliation can be assigned to this site it appear s
to have been used as a game lookout where people took shelter in the le e
of the feature perhaps keeping warm with a fire .

The site ' s location suggests it served as a lookout . The lack of diagnosti c
artifacts precludes temporal or cultural assessment of the site . The
variety of cultural material suggests that more than one occupationa l
event occurred at this location .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appears t o
be low . At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any
adverse impacts .
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XCL-09 6

Site Elevation :

	

NE1/4, SE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
3115 ft .

	

Section 1

	

Camp/Lookou t
T16S, R5W

Site Age :

	

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknown

This site is located on a low, hummocky, glacially formed knob at th e
northwest corner of Agiak Lake . The site is roughly 50 meters west of
the shore and somewhat less than 100 meters northeast of the most prominen t
knob in the area . XCL-093 lies 400 meters to the southwest . The view
from this site differs little from the other sites in the area ; XCL-09 3
094 and 095 . All of Agiak Lake is visible including the surrounding loca l
country .

	

and humm

	

with n4rme-rausswatnd
occasi n 1 atches o	 exposed -rhinera l
on co i i g of rros , lichen, grass, an d
s clum y a d elative y sparse but he
tote s__c ratrerf- than a barre n

The promontory of the knob is near its southern end and is distinguishe d
by a more robust vegetation due to soil enrichment courtesy of burrowin g
ground squirrels .

Three black chert waste flakes were noted immediately adjacent to a
concentration of fire-cracked rock which was well integrated into th e
vegetation mat . This concentration of cultural material was locate d
about 2 meters north of the grassy crest of the knob . A 20 cm 2 tes t
pit excavated to a depth of 10 cm . in the midst of the fire-cracke d
rock revealed miniscule flakes of charcoal and a large black chert flake .

Some 8 meters north of the first test pit another concentration of fire -
cracked rock was noted . A close visual inspection in the area yielde d
no lithics, however, a 20 cm 2 test pit excavated to a depth of 7 cm .
in the middle of the hearth produced copious charcoal, burned and calcined
bone, fish vertabra and ribs, and a caribou bone fragment . Other hearth s
may be present but were not identifiable from surface indication .

The site's location as well as the cultural material suggest that i t
served as a camp and possibly a lookout . The lack of diagnostic artifact s
precludes temporal or cultural assessment, however, the charcoal ma y
provide a C-14 date .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appears low .
At present the site does not seem to be threatened by any adverse impacts .
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XCL-09 7

Site Elevation :

	

NE1/4, NE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
3120 ft .

	

Section 1

	

Lookou t
T16S, R5W

Site Age :

	

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknown

This site lies on a low 40 x 50 meter kame that is located between th e
forks of the stream which flows from the western mountains then turn s
south and flows into the north end of Agiak Lake . The north channel o f
the stream is only 2 5 . meters from the site, the southern one perhaps 10 0
meters . The north end of Agiak Lake lies slightly less than a kilomete r
south of the site . The view from the site is good but covers only th e
local area .
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The site was located as the result of visual reconnaissance of the area .
The medial section of a fine grained black chert blade was noted o n
surface near the southwest corner of the kame . This artifact fragmen t
was found alone, on surface in an area of exposed gravely soil . Us e
retouch is evident on both edges of the blade's dorsal surface, and th e
three arrises terminate in hinge fractures .

Intensive visual inspection of the site area produced only one othe r
artifact, a unifacial flake knife . The knife was found on the souther n
sloping face of the site 12 meters east of datum and the blade fragment .
Subsurface testing revealed no additional cultural material .

It is interesting to note that the cultural materials were on the sout h
slope of the knoll which provides a very comfortable lee site out o f
the north wind or sight . of approaching caribou during the southern fal l
migration .

The site's location suggests it served as a lookout . The lack of diagnosti c
artifacts precludes any temporal or cultural assessment .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low . At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .
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XCL-097 (continued )
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XCL-09 8

Site Elevation :

	

SW1/4, NW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
3120 ft .

	

Section 6

	

Lookout
T16S, R4W

Site Age :

	

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknow n

This site is located on the lowest and westernmost slope of a kame . The
site is located about 250 meters northeast of XCL-098 and is separte d
from the Chandler Valley's eastern wall by an alluvial fan and an intervenin g
area of low willow . The view potential of the site is comparable wit h
other sites in the vicinity providing a view of the entirety o f
Agiak Lake, southeast into the Ekokpuk Pass area and north to the hig h
ground which blocks the view of Amiloyak Lake .

The surface of the site rises about 1 .5 meters above the surroundin g
tussock tundra . The immediate site area is uneven and hummocky . Vegetatio n
is a combination of lichen, small amounts of grasses, low woody and herbaceou s
plants and moss . Small areas are disturbed by rodent burrows .

Close visual inspection and several test pits on the crests and face s
of the kame yielded no cultural material . However, in a hummocky are a
to the west a basal fragment of what probably was a stemmed, paralle l
obliquely flaked, projectile point was found on surface . The artifact
was fashioned from a fine grained, semi-translucent, brownish gray chert ,
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appears to be basially thinned, and has a relatively thin, lenticula r
cross section . The only other aritfactual material present was 4- 5
black chert waste flakes on surface some 50 meters to the east at th e
base of north face of the karne .

The site's location suggests it served as a lookout . The lack of diagnosti c
artifacts precludes any cultural or temporal assessment of the site, althoug h
the flaking technique used on the rojectile point is suggestive of the Denbig h
Flint Complex .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low . At
present the site dies not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .

. L
Pr-babl e Site Ty

Camp	 J
Probable Cultura l
-Affiliation : Nua.amiu t
Eskimo

pe :Site Elevat
3152 ft .

Site Age :
Recent

ior :

This site lies just south of a low ridge on a flat elevated terrace some
7 meters above the southwest corner of Amiloyak Lake and 50 meters wes t
of the shore . The site offers an excellent view to the west, south, an d
east, while the view to the north is blocked by a nearby ridge .

Approximately 90% of the surface of the site is vegetated by a thin ma t
of grass, moss, lichen, some low woody and herbaceous plants and scattere d
dwarf willow . A few scattered gravel and mineral soil exposures are present .

The site was located through surface reconnaissance and consists of a
single tent ring . A feature which may be a hearth (?) is located some 5
meters to the south . Subsurface testing inside the hearth revealed n o
evidence of fire .

The tent ring is subrectangular in shape and measures 3 meters x 2 .5 0
meters . Some of the tent ring rocks were half buried while others lay
only partially within the soil and vegetation . A 20 cm2 test was excavate d
to a depth of 20 cm . in the center of the floor area and proved to b e
culturally sterile .

The only artifact associated with this site is a wood shingle/boar d
(spruce?) 10 cm . x 35 cm . x 1 cm . found on the site near the ring . Abou t
50 cut marks were presented on the surface of the board . These cut
marks were thin, suggesting a knife had made them, and with only a few
exceptions were oriented perpendicular to the long axis of the board .

The wood and the rectangular tent ring suggest the site is a recen t
camp, and is probably related to the various historic materials on th e
peninsula nearer the lake .
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Site significance is of a local nature and research potential, except i n
the sense of subsistence activities in the last 50 years, is low . At presen t
the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .

XCL-100

NW1/4, NE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
Section 3 2
T15S, R4W

Umiat Meridia n

Site Elevation :
3145 ft .

Site Age :
Unknown

Probable Cultura l
Affiliation : Unknown

Unknown

This site i
shore of Am
lies 400 me
encompasse s

The site was located through visual reconnaissance of the area . A singl e
black chert end scraper was found on surface . No other cultural materia l
was noted and no subsurface testing was undertaken .

The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes any temporal or cultura l
assessment of the site . The site can be termed little more than a n
isolated find .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low . At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .
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XCL-10 1

Site Elevation :

	

NE1/4, SW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
3400 ft .

	

Section 12

	

Inuksuk/Hunting
T16S, R5W

Site Age :

	

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Last 200 years

	

Affiliation : Nunamiu t
Eskimo

This site is located along the northwest facing slope of the isolate d
mountain which lies adjacent to the southeast shore of Agiak Lake .

The site is a line of inuksuk that runs along the base of the mountai n
and curve westerly to the shore of the lake .

This well-preserved inuksuk line runs along the base of the mountia n
in a general
The cairns
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est directto-n- or a di
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go d ccnd' t
lichen-covere .

	

0

	

h

	

rs, hotveve~r a e low a
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lichens .
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k i e or ax cut willow fragment s
in them .

I

	

I

	

/

	

/
The cairns `are- generally -3

	

metLr~ ap`a t , an d\-em .̀o be quite linera n
their alignments . In some places, especially where the cairns cross a
low vegetated area, there are "extra" cairns not forming part of th e
linear arrangement . Some of the cairns are quite old and lichen covered ,
while others seem recently erected, or renovated, suggesting many re-use s
of this structure .

The orientation of the line is such that it seems to have focused animal s
moving southward down toward the lake shore at a point about 0 .5 km
south of the inlet stream . There is a good place to hide kayaks jus t
south of that location behind a ridge .

The site demonstrates use of the Agiak Lake area for caribou drives, th e
orientation suggests drives into the lake, and kayak hunting . The sit e
is of relatively high significance in terms of Nunamiut history an d
prehistory and research potential in terms of caribou/subsistence activitie s
during the last 200-50 years is moderate .

At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .
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XCL10 2

Site Elevation :

	

NW1/4, SE1/4
3130 ft .

	

Section 1 1
T16S, R4W

Site Age :

	

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
6000 years - present

	

Affiliation : Variou s

This site is located on some low knolls, and terraces on the east sid e
of the mouth of the Agiak Lake outlet stream, Agiak Creek . The site i s
large, perhaps 100 meters 2 in area, and may lie entirely on nativ e
allotment FF017884 belonging to Doris Hugo . The site area provides a
have fine view of the lake, and the rolling glacial topography to th e
south . The terrace is protected from north winds and has an ample willo w
supply . Vegetation on the upland areas is largely lichen, sedge, moss ,
low woody and herbaceous plants, and grass .

Probable Site Type :
Camp
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t platform of som e
kind . Within the enclosure is much evidence of modern camping ; ti n
cans, broken glass bottles, and freeze dried food wrappers .

On the lower terrace there is also much evidence of modern camping .
Several test pits had been previously excavated here, and an end scrape r
and biface were observed in two of the excavations . By far the mos t
common prehistoric cultural material is black chert ; waste flakes o f
this material are nearly everywhere .

This site is a complex one . The knolls probably functioned as lookout /
flaking stations, with the terrace providing a good habitation location .
The site has •

	

atedly re-used through time ; microblades sugges t
some antiqu y, and th site has obviously been used by Nunamiut Eskimo .
Perhaps th charcoal_ . ample will provide a date for'part of the occupation .

The site has been disturbed by unauthorized excavation, but as the sit e
appears to be on a native allotment, little can be done to prevent furthe r
excavation .

The test pits referred to below are those previously excavated by person s
unknown . No excavation was undertaken by NPS archeologists . Cultura l
material was noted in the old test pits and mapped in .

Test Pit 1 : Three black chert microblade fragments, more than 50 blac k
chert flakes, 1 red chert flake, 6 gray chert flakes, 54 obsidian flakes .

flakes numerous black chest flakes .

Test Pit 2 : Two black chert flakes, one gray chert flake, five obsidian flakes .

Test Pit 3 : One obsidian microblade- associated withchearth, itwo obsidia n
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Test Pit 4 : Flake tool, unifacially flaked with transverse burinatio n
flake removal on base, corner notched .

Test Pit 5 : Flake tool, unifacially flaked with possible transvers e
burination flakes removed from base . Corner notched .

Test Pit 6 : Five obsidian flakes, one retouched, two possible buri n
spalls, three microblade fragments, numerous black chert flakes .

Test Pit 7 : Two projectile points, found 10 cm . below surface under a rock .

Test Pit 8 : One black chert projectile point, several black chert flakes .

Test Pit 9 : Projectile point, biface fragment, also contains numerou s
black chert flakes and a small amounts of charcoal .

Test Pit 10'—~iY - e and assotiat~d frag m

Test pits 10 and 1,2
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op -~tion .	

Cultural evidence suggests that the site has been periodically occupie d
over at least the last 6 millennia .

Site significance is relatively high as is research potential . The sit e
lies on private land and appears threatened by human impact .
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XCL-102 (continued )
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XCL-102 (continued)

XCL-10 3

Site

	

Elevation : SW1/4, NE1/4 Probable Site Type :

3240 ft . Section 32 Cache

T15S, R4W

Site Age : Umiat Meridian Probable Cultura l

Last 100 years Affiliation :

	

Nunamiut
Eskimo

This site is poised on a ridge roughly 500 meters east of the southeas t

quadrant of Amiloyak Lake . The site is bordered on the north by a

westward flowing stream which feeds the lake . The site is located hal f

way along the length of the ridge, and has excellent views to north ,

west, and east .

Vegetation at the site consists of a thin cover of lichen, moss, grass ,

and some low woody and herbaceous plants . Only 30% of the surface of th e

site is vegetated, the majority is exposed limestone bedrock and mineral soil .

The site was located as the result of surface reconnaissance of the are a

and appears to be a stone cache . The cache is made of large, flat limeston e
slabs piled up over a central box of stone which measures roughly 40 cm .

on a side . Total dimensions of the cache are ca . 1 .00 meters in heigh t

and 1 .50 meters in diameter . Three artifacts were found in associatio n

with the cache . Inside the cache and partially wedged between the stone s

Xc,L. -1oL
/l/ti'I ' t-AG-r'S AGMAA..
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chstt
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was a 1 .70 meters long willow branch 4 cm . in diameter and one willo w
stake about 25 cm . long, and 3 cm . in diameter which was worked to a
blunt taper . The third object is a more poorly preserved handle o f
willow that was found 4 meters dowslope . This piece is curved and ha s
two lashing grooves cut into the wood at one end . It is otherwis e
similar in appearance to the blunt stake found inside the cache .

The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes any cultural or tempora l
assessment . However the site is probably recent given the rather goo d
preservation of all three wood artifacts .

This site appears to be a cache for gear and probably small parcels o f
meat . Its height above the game trails by the lake shore suggest it may
have been utilized in sheep hunting .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low . At
present the-site dues not--ap-pe

	

o be thr at,~ned by .any advPjse '.mpacts.7

r—_
L

L1q'4 /

Site Elevation :

	

NE1/4, S

/

E1/4

	

\

	

Probable Site Type :
3310 ft .

	

Section 7

	

Lookout
T16S, R4W

Site Age :

	

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknown

This site is located on a prominent east-west trending ridge one kilomete r
east of Agiak Lake . XCL-091 lies 1200 meters to the north-northwest an d
XCL-087 lies slightly more than a kilometer to the east . The site i s
located in a saddle along the ridge . The view from the site is excellen t
to the east and west while higher terrain blocks long range views to th e
north and south .

Vegetation at the site consists of moss, lichen, grass, dwarf willow, an d
some low woody and herbaceous plants . Roughly 20% of the site area i s
unvegetated the surface being comprised of shattered bedrock and som e
mineral soil exposures .

The site was located as the result of visual reconnaissance of the local e
and consists of a 2 meter2 area littered with black chert wast flakes . A
single 20 cm 2 test pit was excavated to a depth of 6 cm . and proved to be
culturally sterile . Some of the flakes appear to exhibit retouch whic h
may or may not be cultural in origin .

The site's location and cultural material suggest it served as a lookout .
The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes temporal or cultural assessmen t
of the site .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low . At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .
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XCL-10 5

Site Elevation :

	

NW1/4 SE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :

3320 ft .

	

Section 7

	

Shooting pits
T16S, R4W

Site Age :

	

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Last 100 years

	

Affiliation : Nunamiu t
Eskimo

This site lies on the west end of the narrow ridge roughly 200 meter s
west of XCL-104 . The view from the site is excellent and includes all o f

Agiak Lake and the surrounding country .

The site area supports very little vegetation ; perhaps 10% of the surfac e
is covered wit-h--l-tcrhe

	

the rest'bei ng fractured bedrock . The site

consists of ~~hree 5.h.o-.ottng_ptts. averaging 1 meter in depth and up to 2

meters acro . .

	

• ether ru-ltura material/ wa obsercd.Al-1 the -hoot-i4lg--,
pits face o f -uve-r t ' e Ag i s L e n l e t v 1 a

	

~- --

	

J

Ekokpuk vaTT y come u a
he p a ts . It

—
seems high l

from from above, and that
y

The location and arrangement of the shooting pits in relation to th e
nearby inuksuk suggests the shooting pits date from a period after firearm s
became common in the area . The site was probably utilized by Nunamiu t
Eskimo caribou hunters .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low . At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .

XCL-106

Site Elevation :

	

SW1/4, SE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
3145 ft .

	

Section 29

	

Unknown
T15S, R4W

Site Age :

	

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l

Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknown

This site is located 150 meters northeast of XCL-100 . The site lies on a
low terrace on the central eastern shore of Amiloyak Lake, 30 meters eas t
of the water's edge . The site offers an excellent view of the lake an d
the surrounding local country .

Vegetation consists of sedge, moss, and lichen . Rocky ground account s
for 40% of the site's surface .

This site, like XCL-100 to the south, appears to be an isolated find . A
single black chert flake was noted on surface near the center of a small ,
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hummocky terrace ca . 40 meters east of the lake . No other cultura l
material was observed and inspection under and around half a dozen rock s
and bare spots nearby revealed no additional cultural evidence .

The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes any temporal or cultura l
assessment of the site . Site significance is of a local nature an d
research potential appears to be very, very, low . At present the sit e
does not appear to be threatened by and adverse impacts .

XCL-10 7

NW1/4, NW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
3145 ft .

	

Section 32

	

Camp
HAS, R4W

	

))
Site Age :

	

at Meridi n n

	

Pr bable+Cultura l
ca . 100 yea s B .

	

[	 	 )

	

/ 1

	

Affiliation : Nunarriu t
Eskimo i

This site lie-2&O rr ters southw~es of/XC

	

9

	

nd in terms of geomo^phology ,
is very sim -l-a-r to that site's 1ti~ . XCL-

	

sits._an the first t
terrace above Amiloyak Lake and is protected from the north by the bro w
of a ridge . The view from the site is excellent to south, west, and eas t
while to the north the ridge blocks the view .

Vegetation at the site consists of grass, lichen, moss, low woody an d
herbaceous plants and some scattered dwarf birch . Almost the entire
surface of the site is vegetated .

The site was located through a surface reconnaissance of the area an d
consists of a single tent ring ca . 3 .5 meters in diameter . The ring rock s
are spaced at 40 cm . intervals and most are more than half-buried in soi l
and vegetation . No surface cultural material was noted and a smal l
subsurface test, excavated to a depth of 10 cm . in the middle of the
tent ring, proved to be culturally sterile .

The cultural evidence and location of the site suggests it served as a
camp, probably for hunting and or fishing . The circular shape of th e
ring suggests occupation occurred roughly 100 or more years ago by
Nunamiut Eskimo .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appear s
low . At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any advers e
impact .

Site Elevation :



XCL-108

Site Elevation :

	

SW1/4, NE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
3120 ft .

	

Section 12

	

Cam p
T16S, R5W

Site Age :

	

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
4000-2000 years B .P .

	

Affiliation : Denbigh
Flint Comple x

i
This site w s disc vefed while ry ng t r~fio'ca

	

sites C-6 and C-6 a
found durin P.l exa

	

is 1962 su v y of the la e

	

While examining th e

area where these sites are—repor

	

to

	

loca

	

, a la-ge area, abou .;--

meters 2 was discovered which had been thoroughly disturbed . Withi n
the disturbed area, where the vegetation had been removed, were larg e
numbers of black chert flakes indicating an archeological site . Among
these flakes were several tools, including end scrapers and flake knives .
The first conclusion was that this was the result of Alexander's work .
However, the site did not match the description given for site C-6, a
large tent ring, or site C-6a, a line of stone cairns . Additionally th e
site was not in the right location to be either of these sites .

Several days later the site was reexa ned and two ifaces, two en d
scrapers, and a flake knife, and over 100 microbl es, all of chert, wer e
found . In addition, buried in the backirt fNA the excavations, a
Wrigley's chewing gum wrapper with the uniorm product bare cod e
printed on it was found . This evidence suggests the excavation activity
is much too recent to have been the work of Alexander .

It was decided to map the disturbed area, collect the exposed tools, an d
undertake a testing program to determine the limits of the site . I n
addition, two 1 meter 2 test squares were excavated .

The initial work at the site consisted of closely examining the disturbe d
area for artifacts, and mapping its extent . The disturbed area encompasse s
and irregularly shaped plot of some 40 square meters, and numerous pi t
holes are found outside the perimeter . Vegetation has been removed, an d
is sometimes found dumped in piles within the disturbed area . In addition
to the mapped material, the site is literally covered with coarse blac k
chert debitage .

The site is located about 200 meters south-southeast of the shore o f
Agiak Lake, and about 100 meters east of the inlet stream . An elongated
ridge, which is covered with excavated pits, lies between the site an d
the stream . The site is centered on a flat gravely surface that rise s
above the low sedge tundra to the north, and gives way to higher groun d
to the south and east . The site is vegetated with a thin cover of sedge s
mosses and lichens over the gravels . Fine grained soils are thin and
discontinue s ov

	

the aria: Tlr site loc le commands an exccller~t view

north to th l gake ar1d is act&

	

the rig~ ich has

	

efb v0-ew—4f
the surroun it to ran .
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A testing program was undertaken to determine the extant of the cultura l
material . Small test pits were spaced 7 meters apart across the site i n
a square grid . Those test pits which yielded any cultural materia l
were marked . The site extends well beyond the limits of the disturbe d
area ; however it seems equally clear that the unauthorized excavation s
have disturbed the majority of the site .

Two 1 meter2 test squares on the southern boundary of the disturbed area ,
near where large numbers of microblades had been seen in the pits ,
were excavated . One obsidian flake was recovered from square 1-2 W, 14 -
15 S . A total of 24 tools, mostly microblade fragments, were given poin t
provenience in this square, and 26 were located in square 0-1 W, 15-16 S .

Based on the above testing, it has been concluded that most of th e
important parts of the site have been disturbed, and little is to b e
gained by any additional work at this locality . The materials collected
by this pro

	

1 sere

	

acterize th site adPquately .
Unfortunate y,

	

ch rcoal as sec vered f om the si t
chronometric deter in tioisimus)cokne fros'dian h

Several odd sraped Jtr nsvrrse al s we a 4c-t d du r
exposed materials ithe disturb d are . Tit

	

a e s i
spalls from-mi-tteR, shaped burins

	

ut

	

fer i

	

vi r .
flaking that looks like platform preparation along one side . They are
possibly platform rejuvenation flakes from microblade cores . It i s
noteworthy that nearly all of the microblades, and these spalls are o f
white or tan chert, while the flakes and end scrapers are of black chert .
Possibly two unrelated occupations are superimposed at XCL-108 .

Evidence suggests that at least one occupation at the site may have bee n
by Denbigh Flint Complex People .

This is one of the few examples of apparent unauthorized excavation of a n
archeological resource within the park .
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XCL-108 (continued)
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XCL-108 (continued )

XCL-108

Subsurface Testing - Site Limits and Boundary of Disturbed Are a

/4 1,,) !au/ 8w yW
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Lithic material found in 20 cm . x 20 cm . subsurfac e
test or lithics on surface .

x

	

No lithic material .

Excavated squares lm x lm (6/16/85 )

5 Boundary of disturbed area .
N .8 . - other potholes exist outside this line .



XCL-108
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DESCRIPTION

1. 9 microblades, 13 microblade fragments ,
7 flake s

2. 19 microblades, 2 blade-like flake s
(1 retouched), 20 flakes

3. 2 black chert flake knive s
4. 1 black chert end scraper
5. 1 large tan biface, 2 large retouche d

blades, 2 core thinning flakes, 2
microblade fragments, 2 blocky cher t
flakes

6. 1 crude flake knife, black chert, 3
flakes, unifacially retouche d

7. 1 large biface/scraper, black cher t
8. 32 microblades and fragments, 5

unifacially retouched transverse spalls ,
13 flake s

9. 1 black chert endscraper
10. 1 black chert endscraper
11. 1 biface fragment, dark gray cher t

145

1G5

.3

1

EXCAVATED AREA

5• • 2
'i 'B

. 9

Location and Description of materials salvaged from disturbed area .



XCL-108

Excavated Squares - Contents by Quad - Flake s

	

14-15S/1-2W	 24 tools and 1 obsidian flake w/point proveniences .

	

15-16S/0-1W	 26 tools w/point proveniences .

aw

168 black flake s
2 white/gray fl .
4 gray/blue fl .
3 brown/red fl .

n = 177

/w

149 black fl .
(3 retouched )

2 white/gray fl .
12 it . gray fl .
1 gray fl .

/9

n - 164

47 black fl .
(4 retouched )

2 it . gray fl .

n = 49

36 black fl .
5 It . gray fl .
1 red/brown fl .

n=42

W

	

/58 54 black fl .
(6 retouched )

11 it . gray fl .

n=65

4

23 black fl .
( 3 retouched )

n=23

	 50 cm .	

9 black fl .
(1 retouched )

1 white fl .

n - 1 0
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XCL-109

Site Elevation :

	

NW1/4, SE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
3095 ft .

	

Section 11

	

Unknow n
T16S, R5W

Site Age :

	

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknown

This site lies on a north facing cut-bank on the south side of Agia k
Creek 200 meters south of the lake . XCL-102 lies about 150 meters to th e
northeast . The site provides an excellent view of the creek valley t o
the south .

Vegetation at the site is sparse and consists of lichen, moss, grass, an d
low woody and herbaceous plants . Much of the cut-bank is exposed grave l
and mineral soil .

isance -nd onsists-
te[chert was fou id

The lack of diagnosf1c artifacts) pr~ecldeany\tmpora l
assessment of the---site . The fun on Jr/the s to is -t*F

assumed that it is associated with XCL-102 .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low . A t
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .

XCL-110

Site Elevation :

	

NE1/4, NW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
3125 ft .

	

Section 14

	

Lookou t
T16S, R5W

Site Age :

	

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknown

This site is located on a low knob 300 meters east of the Agiak Lak e
outlet stream . A western tributary of the outlet lies 100 meters sout h
of the site while XCL-102 lies 500 meters to the north-northeast . Th e
view from the site is local and centers on the outlet stream .

The surface of the site is uneven and vegetated with grass, moss, lichen ,
and scattered low woody and herbaceous plants . Much of the surface i s
unvegetated .

The site was located by visual inspection when of a handful) of blac k
chert flakes were observed . The flakes lay on the south face of knob ,
near its base . No subsurface testing was undertaken .

The site w a
of a singl e
at XCL-102,

s tie res It of su r
t f l aloe . An erestii
ge site to he nor

or cultura l
nown but it i
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The site's location suggests that it served as a lookout . The lack o f
diagnostic artifacts precludes any temporal or cultural assessment of th e
site .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low . At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .

4, 1

Probable Site Type :
Camp

Probable Cultura l
Affi liaLion : Nunamiut l
ES rmo

	

J

southwest 4rner o f
level and offers a n
e and the surroundin g

th~'sitnto three phys-i-olraphi c

Vegetation generally consists of moss, sedge, lichen, low woody an d
herbaceous plants and some scattered dwarf birch . Blocks and slabs o f
limestone cover nearly 40% of the total site area .

The site was located as the result of surface reconnaissance and consist s
of tent rings, caches, and lithics, bone, and wood debris scattere d
about the surface .

On the first terrace level are tent rings "A" and "B" and caches 1-3 . On the
second level is cache 4, the largest and best preserved of the caches ,
plus a tent ring and two collapsed caches or shooting pits .

Cache 1 : lies 8 meters to north of tent ring "A" . This is a low ston e
cache made of relatively thick slabs of limestone which are heavil y
encrusted with black "leafy" lichen .

	

The cache is located in a shallo w
draw and its presence is obvious, as there are only a few stones o f
large size nearby .

Cache 2 : Lies 20 meters upslope at 310° from cache 1 . It is less wel l
preserved, and is not covered . Immediately to the northwest of cache 2
is tent ring "B", which may or may not be a real occupational locus . Th e
stones could be the scattered remains of cache 2 . No lichic or othe r
cultural material was observed .

About 10 meters at 50° from ring "B" is cache 3, another poorly preserve d
site of lichened limestone slabs . The only artifact on the site nea r
this feature is a broken fragment, three pieces, of a spruce, bent woo d

Site Elevation :
3155 ft .

Site Age :
ca . 100 y

This site sits on

	

series ate aces
Agiak Lake . The

	

is 15-25 eters
excellent vi ewacrgs's the s)uth rn en d
local country .

	

Iwo small "drainages"

	

id e
sections .

XCL-11 1

NW1/4, NE1/4
Section 1 1
T16S, R5W

Umiat Meridia n
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bucket, which appears to have been at least 10 cm deep . Total length of
fragment is 50 cm . Six stiching holes are present on one end . Two
lengths of stiching material, which appears to be root fiber are inserte d
in the stiching holes . The thickness of wood is about .5cm .

On the second level of the terraces is Cache 4, which is very nicel y
preserved . It is a circular configuration of limestone slabs whic h
is over a meter in diameter and .40 meter high . A large slab which lies
to one side appears to have been the roof .

The wood fragments present at the site include the bentwood bucket fragmen t
at cache 3, a burnt willow fragment in tent ring "C", and several willow
branches of various lengths and thicknesses near ring "C " and cache 4 .
Caribou bones and fragments are littered over the entire site . Lithi c
material on the site includes white chert, one flake on slope southwes t
near ring "A", blue chert, one blocky poor quality "core" near the southeas t
edge of ter .wce---`3, nd b l a

	

chef scatter

	

n terrece	 1,	 in [tin9	 "A",	
and 15 meters

	

•i t e edge of-er7ace 3 .

	

h only formal artif a
observed was an en• s raper of b a k the

	

erracE 31.

There is good reas%n o bel eve th t th s

	

i one of muTtiple occupationa l
events . Cult . e Bence suggest th t ithe it is naterial and th e
cultural features are not —relate . T

	

tent r

	

and caches likely 	
represent a Nunamiut Eskimo occupation while the lithic detritus mos t
likely results from an earlier occupation .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appear s
low . At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any advers e
impacts .
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XCL-11 2

Site Elevation :

	

SE1/4, NW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
3160 ft .

	

Section 11

	

Camp/Lookout
T16S, R5W

Site Age :

	

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
ca . 100 years B .P .

	

Affiliation : Nunamiu t
Eskimo

This site lies near the top of a curving ridge system 100 meters upslop e
from the southwest corner of Agiak Lake . XCL-111 lies 400 meters to th e
east and a small pond . lies 175 meters to the east-southeast . The views
from the site are good over the pond and south and east across the southern
end of Agiak Lake ; the best views are to the northwest .

Vegetation at the site consists of moss, lichen, grass and some low
woody and herb

	

plants . Rou hly 30% pf—the site is vcgc ate 	 while	
the remaining

	

ac area

	

p~lised o

	

x~osed rcck	 and 4.ma1 l	 bojl cers-,
gravel, and miners s il . lctiv

	

rosio

	

currirg Ot the east en d
of the site .

The site was loza'te¢% through visua re on aiss n e and consists of one
tent ring aipruximately 3 —meters i di

	

ter .

	

small gray chert i	
flaks were found under one of the tent ring rocks . A 20 cm2 test pi t
was excavated to a depth of 8 cm . in the center of the ring and yielde d
no cultural material .

No surface ithics or other cultural material were seen on the unvegetate d
areas of this ridge . It appears that this tent ring was a briefly occupie d
lookout camp . It is quite possible that the tent ring and the lithic s
represent two separate occupational events . The tent ring probabl y
represents a Nunamiut Eskimo occupation which occurred no more than 10 0
years ago .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low . At
present, excepting the erosion at the eastern end, the site does not
appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .

XCL-11 3

Site Elevation :

	

NW1/4, SE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
3145 ft .

	

Section 11

	

Camp/Lookout
T16S, R5W

Site Age :

	

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Last 200 years

	

Affiliation : Nunamiu t
Eskimo

This site is located on the broad ridge/terrace system on the west sid e
of Agiak Creek, the outlet stream at the southern end of Agiak Lake .
XCL-111 lies about 200 meters to the north-northeast while Agiak Lake i s
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less than 100 meters to the northeast . Depending on the location withi n
the site, the views are excellent in nearly all directions .

Vegetation at the site covers about 40% of the surface and consists o f
moss, sedge, lichens, and some low woody and herbaceous plants . No activ e
erosion was noted .

The site was . located as the result of surface reconnaissance and i s
divisable into three parts . First, a chipping station, second, a ten t
ring, and third, a hunting blind . All of these locales are close enoug h
to each other to warrant a single site number, although they probabl y
are not contemporaneous .

The chipping station faces downstream and is protected from northernl y
winds by the higher portions of the ridge . Approximately 300 pieces o f
black chert, mostly detritus, although, a couple of unifacially retouche d
objects are rprese~ are - ocat -at

	

the up

	

(north- edge o ff the r
most terrace or t1 s~ridge . —fih~s Tocale s

	

meters w st	 of'the

	

p ied --

Some 75 meters to he north of

	

e lith i c ;ate , on the northeast edg e
of the ridge, fi a

	

nt ring rou h y 3 eers n diarreter . A blocky
chunk of blue-gra chert,'Lcvere ith lichen, fo 4d on the surface
Beneath one of the rocks of the tent ring was a black chert flake . Thi s
locality is an extremely exposed location when the north wind is blowing .

The third locality of this site consists of a low rock wall which may b e
either a hunting blind or a wind break and lies 100 meters west fro m
either of the first two areas .

The blind i s made of about 25 limestone boulders extending 1 .10 meters i n
an east-west orientation and is about 45 cm . high . No observable cultura l
material was associated with the blind .

The tent ring and the blind may be contemporaneous and probably represen t
use by Nunamiut Eskimos during the last 200 years . The lithic scatter ma y
represent an earlier occupation .

By itself this site does not have much significnace . However, as a membe r
of the suite of sites clustered around the outlet of the lake, XCL-102 ,
111, 112, 113, 114, 115, it is integral to historic/prehistoric land us e
pattern in the area .

At present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .



XCL-11 4

Site Elevation :

	

NE1/4, SE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
3140 ft .

	

Section 11

	

Camp
T16S, R5W

Site Age :

	

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
ca . 200 years B .P .

	

Affiliation : Nunamiu t
Eskimo and olde r

This site consists of two tent rings on the south side of the small pon d
200 meters west-southwest of the southern end of Agiak Lake . The tent
rings are located in a boulder field about halfway along the long axi s
of the pond about 30 meters east of the shore . The view from the site i s
of the local area and is somewhat obscured by higher terrain .

Vegetation consists of moss, lichen, low woody and herbaceous plants an d
some sedge . -0utsi-de the

	

e ground/ is \covered~50% with lichen	
cove red sma' 1 bo4ders .

Ring "A" is nearly a tan u l `ar-, and meas r s 3 . meters x 'L .5 meters .
One blue/gray cher f ake was- fieun and r

	

o the portable' rocks .

black chert fl

	

sc aper was foin un r -a et e . Ring "B" is a ro u
tent ring l oc&teal mete -snort aeAst   firing M I% The diameter of r
"B" is 3 meters and no cultural material was found under the portabl e
rocks of the ring .

This site may consist of several temporally unrelated occupations . The
most recent occupation, occuring no more than 75 years ago, is probabl y
represented by the rectangular tent ring . The circular tent ring may
represent a slightly older occupation . The lithic debitage may represen t
the earliest of the site occupations .

Site significance is related to the suite of sites around the Agiak Lak e
outlet . Research potential appears low . At present the site does no t
appear to by threatened by any adverse impacts .

XCL-11 5

Site Elevation :

	

NW1/4, SE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
3150 ft .

	

Section 11

	

Camp
T16S, R5W

Site Age :

	

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
ca . 250 years

	

Affiliation : Lat e
Prehistoric - recen t
Eskimo

This site is located on the edge of a terrace ridge at the southwes t
corner of Agiak Lake . Site XCL-113 lies over the ridge to the south ; sit e
XCL-114 lies upslope to the west ; while site XCL-102 lies about 20 0
meters to the south-southeast directly across Agiak Creek . The view

A
d

tng
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from the site to the east and north covers the lake and surroundin g
local country while the views west and south are restricted by the ridges .

Vegetation at the site consists of moss, lichen, sedge and some low woody
and herbaceous plants . Unvegetated areas account for about 30% of th e
site's surface . There is no evidence of erosion .

The site was located as the result of surface reconnaissance and consist s
of-four tent rings and 10 caches .

Tent ring `"A" - is subrectangular in shape, and measure 3 meters 2 .
An opening in the low rock wall faces south . No cultural material i s
visible on tile-s-u-qace, but looking underneath rocks revealed numerou s
black chert(flakes, wood fragments, artifacts, and charcoal . Woo d
artifacts irttluded an arrow shaft fragment with nock and a whittled stake ?

Immediatel y
and anothe r

Tent ring "B" is ab u4 5 peter

	

om rin2 'A' .. It measuresqa . 3 meter s
across and is circ la . Vo cu ur 1 ma'er lw.s observed udder th e
portable ro :ks:

	

ey~cachs closet to rn ; —"$W" contained a saw cut antle r
section . A	 ratl

	

unique-- the

	

s a', t 10

	

rs soth of tent ri lq
"B" . This cache is a large, rectangular box of stone slabs that measure s
2 .25 meters x 1 .25 meters contains pieces of caribou fur .

Tent rings "C" and "D" are about 15-20 meters down slope towards the cree k
from "A", "B", etc . Both of these tent rings are round, 3 meters is diameter ,
and have no cultural material in association either on the surface o r
under the portable rocks . The two caches associated with rings " C " and " D "
are empty .

The stone cache 15 meters southwest of ring "A" contains a fragment of a
wood bucket bottom . Just east of ring "A" are three fragments of shaped
wood .

This site is similar to the others in the outlet area in that it consist s
of tent rings and caches of various ages resulting from a variety of
occupational events . Evidence suggests that none of the occupation s
exceed 250 years in age .

Site significance is of a local nature partucularly as the site i s
associated with other sites in the outlet area . At present the site doe s
not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .



XCL-11 6

Site Elevation :

	

SW1/4, NE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
3160 ft .

	

Section 11

	

Cam p
T16S, R5W

Site Age :

	

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Last 100 years

	

Affiliation : Nunamiu t
Eskimo

This site lies 60 meters north of the pond adjacent to the southwes t
corner of Agiak Lake and is directly across the pond from XCL-114 .
While XCL-114 lies low in the pond basin, XCL-116 is in a hummocky are a
elevated 7 meters above the level of the pond, and enjoys a much mor e
panoramic view .

Vegetation at the site consists of moss, lichen, low woody and herbaceou s
plants, sed

	

some dwarf	 bi ch and wi to . Lim Stone	 nd	S1bs
rocks are expo

	

ov r 50Y. oftke ite su~fac

	

There is no4vid ce of	

h e1:i s
The site was located as t
two tent rings :
associated *4-th	 i-t

re It of
nea ly rec

conn i ssanc:e-and consis t
d h s 'lo cultural mater

s of
ial s

Tenr ring "B" is about 50 meters to the northeast of ring "A" . Ring "B "
is a large sub-circular ring measuring 4 meters x 3 .50 meters and also
had no cultural material associated with it .

These two rings are similar in style and setting to those at XCL-114 an d
those - across Agiak Creek at XCL-118, in that the rings are large, and
tend to be in rocky areas away from obvious lake/creek/ridge habitatio n
sites . The tent rings at these sites also appear to be "outliers" .
Whether this type of location and structure is a product of social distance ,
different economic function, or different time period is unknown . Wha t
is odd about these three locations is they are not choice camping spots .
At XCL-114, for instance, there is protection from south winds, but th e
site is exposed to much more severe winds from the north . On a low
terrace on the north edge of the pond, where there are nearby willows
and it is protected from north winds there is no sign of human occupation .

Evidence suggests that these are summer camps situated to escape mosquito s
and probably functioning as base camps for caribou hunting . Site significanc e
is of a local nature and research potential is low . At present the sit e
does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .
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.;a
1i I V

Site Age :
Unknown

f
Site Elevation :

	

SE1/4, SE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
3200 ft .

	

Section 11

	

Cam p
T16S, R5W

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Affiliation : Unknown

XCL-118

XCL-11 7

Site Elevation :

	

SW1/4, NE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
3155 ft .

	

Section 11

	

Unknown
T16S, R5W

Site Age :

	

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
ca . 100 years

	

Affiliation : Nunamiut
Eskimo

This site is located on the edge of the east-west trending ridge edge that
overlooks a small pond west of XCL-111 . The site lies along the nort h
edge of the middle of the ridge in the area of high site density west o f
the outlet of Agiak Lake . The site lies roughly 300 meters north of th e
mouth of the Agiak Lake outlet stream . The view from the site is goo d
and encompasses the southern end of the lake and the surrounding loca l
country .

--Th

This site cons-i-st-f a si nle ai n mde!~ a-s~ma~l rocks . The cach e
measures 54 c ► . a oss and  s 5

	

In ie arenumerous bones	 of
an infant or fetal caribou . There is also some caribou fur preserved i n
clumps below and around the bones .

The purpose or function of this site is unknown but the faunal materia l
suggests it is no older than 100 years .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low . At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .

The site is located on a rocky ridge roughly 300 meters east of XCL-10 2
and the southern end of Agiak Lake . The view from the site is excellen t
to the north, south, and west encompassing the surrounding local country .

Most of the surface of the site i s ,made up of expose rocks, gravel, an d
mineral soil . The site consists of nine tent ring s ,.., Situated along th e
rocky ridge . The rings are in places that seem poor locations fo r
camping, on the windy, rocky slope :—TT- s-is a location where one woul d
expect to find a line of inuksuk, or some shooting pits, although, th e
lack of large rocks may contribute to their absence . These tent ring s

Vegetation at

	

e cons '

	

of\ lichen mo s, gra<_ s, _	 sedg

	

1 o~vwoody_
and herbaceous pla ts, and

	

•rid dwa f it h and willow . Much of the
site surface 's ex os d lim-

	

~ne 'slabs, q acre and nin ral Soil .
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are located in a similar settings to those in XCL-089,090,091, at th e
northeast end of the lake .

A few hundred meters north of XCL-118 are several broken down cairn s
which may have formed part of an inuksuk line at one time . They may o r
may not be related to the tent rings .

Two of the tent rings contained numerous artifacts . Tent ring "B" contained
numerous black and gray/green chert flakes as well as several chert
scrapers . Tent ring "H" contained numerous black chert and obsidia n
flakes as well as obsidian scrapers, an obsidian projectile point base ,
and a black chert projectile point . Tent ring "C" contained a blac k
chert projectile point .

The tent rings are described as follows :

Tent Ring "3" : O 1 ,/ 3 meters or h-so 4th ` 3.

	

ters e st-west, located 30 meter s
bearing 340° mad. fr m tent ring " " . Un .er e rinc r cks the folio irg
artifacts were fo nd : one—projec ile p : t or ifice ~fr gment, three end
scrapers, three unifacial side scrapers . One obsidian flake was foun d
in a.est--°pi+t-

	

the center, 5 cm . below surface .

Tent Ring "C' - Oval, 3 meters north-south, 3 .5 meters east-west located 7 5
_t s--on-a bearing of 25° mag . from tent ring "A" . Seven black chert
flakes were found beneath the tent ring rocks, one 'large, gray chert,-..,.
flake core near the northeast corner, one side etched projectile poi .n~t
is in the west central part of the ring beneath a stone .

Tent Ring "D" : Oval, 3 .0 meters north/south, 2 .5 meters east-west located
75 meters from the tent ring "A : on a bearing of 40°mag . No cultural materia l
was associated with this tent ring .

Tent ring "E" : Circular, 3 .0 meters in diameter 150 meters from ten t
ring "A" ,,,on

	

bearing of 55°mag . Poorly constructed tent ring, four blac k
chert `lake found beneath ring stones .

Tent Ring "F" : Circular, 3 .0 meters in diameter located 15 meters east -
southeast of ing "G" . Rock stripe in 20 cm . deep crack . Twenty black
chert ,flakes ere found beneath rocks on the south side of the ten t
ring, one gray chert flake core lies on the northwest edge of the ten t
ring, four black chert flakes were found in a small test square .

Tent Ring "G" : Circular, 3 .0 meters in diameter located 45° bearin g
from ring "C", just south of crest of ridge . The south wall of the ring
is insubstantial .

o-rth- s̀o u
:h : r la es
c
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Tent Ring "H" : Roughly oval, 3 .5 meters north-south, 2 .5 meters
east-west located 35 meters bearing 30° mag . to a prominent boulder o n
the ridge . This ring contained many obsidian artifacts . The followin g
cultural material was located beneath rocks in the tent ring (see map) .

Rock 1 : Obsidian end scraper .

Rock 2 : Obsidian end scraper, one broken retouched obsidian flake, tw o
small red obsidian flakes .

Rock 3 : Basal part of side notched projectile point, one gray obsidia n
flake, one red obsidian flake .

Rock 4 : Obsidian end scraper .

Rock 5 : Black chert projectile point, one broken end scraper, two blac k
obsidian flakes, z'

	

red oJsila-n-- lakes .

Tent Ring "I" : Circular 4 .0 meters in diameter located 25 meters bearing 0 °
mag . from ring "H" . The south wall of ring is less substantial than the nort h
wall . Ten black chert flakes were located under rocks in the tent ring .

As is often the case it is somewhat difficult to determine if the lithic s
are associated with the tent rings or if the tent rings were superimposed
over an already exisiting site . In this case the artifactual evidence
seems to suggest that the tent rings and the lithics are associated .
However, based on limited obsidian hydration data from the site, i f
associated with the obsidian artifacts, the tent rings are „ in excess of
1000 years in age which seems rather unlikely .

	

uml-1 4( 'r

Site significance is moderate as is research potential . At present the
site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .

Rock 6 : Un i fsci al \ob idi an sid' s raper .

Rock 7 : Si cbsiOan flake s

Rock 8 : Obs' lair end scraper .
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XCL-119

Site Elevation :

	

NE1/4, SW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
3140 ft .

	

Section 11

	

Shooting Pit s
T16S, R5W

Site Age :

	

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
ca . 100 years

	

Affiliation : Nunamiu t
Eskimo

On the west side of Agiak Creek, near the prominent S-bend just south o f
the lake, there is a long east-west trending terrace . Site XCL-113 i s
located near the east end of this terrace, and XCL-119 lies near th e
midpoint some 150 meters west of the Creek, and 10 meters above it . Th e
view is excellent to south, down Agiak Creek and the low areas on eithe r
side of it .

Vegetation at the site consists of moss, sedge, lichen, low woody an d
herbaceous plants and dwarf willow . About 50% of the surface of the sit e
area is unvegetated .

The site was located as the result of surface reconnaissance and consist s
of a cluster of shooting pits all of which face down Agiak Creek . Ther e
are three inuksuk running southeast-northwest along the slope to th e
north of the pits .

XCL-118 (continued )
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The largest pit is 3 .50 meters in diameter and 1 meter in depth . Th e
others are smaller measuring 1 .5 - 2 .0 meters in diameter . No cultura l
material was observed in or around the pits .

Little else can be said concerning this site . The site was probabl y
occupied/used no longer than 100 years ago by Nunamiut Eskimo .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is lo w
except when the whole area around the southwest end of Agiak Lake i s
considered as a single activity area . At present the site does not appea r
to be threatened by any avdverse impacts .

11 CL-12 0

NE1/4, SE1/

	

Probable Site Type :
S ion 1

	

Camp1
16 , R 5

Umi t Merl

	

Probable Cultur a
Af = filiation : Nunamiu t
Eskimo

The site is situated on a beach ridge just in front of a prominent talu s
lobe at the southeast end of Agiak Lake . The site is about 10 meter s
from the lake shore, 10 meters from the top of the talus lobe and lie s
about 400 meters east of XCL-102 . The site affords a good view of th e
lake and the local surrounding country .

Vegetation at the site consists mostly of sedge and willow althoug h
there is some scattered lichen and moss . Much of the area is expose d
gravel and mineral soil which appears to be the result of seasonal fros t
action .

The site was located as the result of surface reconnaissance and consist s
of a single tent ring situated in the center of a frost boil . The ten t
ring is roughly circular and about 2 .5 - 3 meters in diameter . A carefu l
search under the tent ring stones revealed a few flecks of charcoal bu t
no lithic artifacts .

This tent ring of unknown age indicates shoreline occupation away fro m
the intense occupation at the outlet stream area, and the tent rings o n
the talus slopes above at XCL-118 . This tent ring may or may not be
associated with these other occupations . However, its overall flavo r
suggests it is fairly recent .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low . At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .

Site Elevat
3120 ft .

Site Age :
Last 200

on
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XCL-12 1

Site Elevation :

	

NE1/4, SE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
3560 ft .

	

Section 21

	

Unknow n
T16S, R4W

Site Age :

	

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknown

This site lies on the north side of a small creek that feeds Ekokpuk Cree k
about 5 km. east of the hourglass shaped lake in the to Agiak/Ekokpuk Pass .
The site lies low in the main valley, well below prominent knolls an d
ridges . There is a small patch of 4-5 meters tall leafless willow 3 5
meters upstream . Other vegetation includes lichen, moss, dwarf birch ,
sedge, ground level willow, and low woody and herbaceous plants . Views
are very good down valley, and good upsteam .

io(1

	

t
n -re - a
reate

XCL-12 2

Site Elevation :

	

NW1/4, NW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
3320 ft .

	

Section 18

	

Shooting Pits/Inuksu k
T16S, R4W

Site Age :

	

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Last 100 years

	

Affiliation : Nunamiu t
Eskimo

This site is located in the talus about 40 meters higher than the Agia k
Lake Inlet Creek, on a hillside slightly more than a kilometer east o f
the lake . Vegetation at the site consists only of lichen and moss .
The view from the site is excellent east, north and west encompassin g
the lake and the Agiak/Ekokpuk Valley .

The site consists of three shooting pits . A line of inuksuk, whic h
becomes sproadic as it moves up valley, begins above XCL-1O1 and
terminates at XCL-122 . Two large, standing, inuksuk are located adjacen t
to the shooting pits . Subsurface tests in all three pits yielded n o
cultural material .

This is a hunting site and probably reflects the use of firearems .
Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low . At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .

A single b l crZ'he1t\ f l a k era

	

n d in t h
north of the c~

	

20

cut

it wa
cm . just beyon th a oded area ut no c u

The function, age~an¢ cu Itural s oci a
Site signif'canLe i, of a lccal a ure
present the site hoes not appear

	

be

osion 1 die-about 10 mmeter s
vated to --depth of 	 1 0
material was found .

s siteare lunknown .
ch potential is low. At
by any adverse impacts.
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XCL-12 3

Site Elevation :

	

NE1/4, SE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
3350 ft .

	

Section 18

	

Hunting
T16S, R4W

Site Age :

	

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
ca . 100 years B .P .

	

Affiliation : Nunamiu t
Eskimo

This site is located on the bench at the eastern end of the isolate d
mountain that lies adjacent to the southern quadrant of Agiak lake .
Agiak Lake lies slightly more than 2 kilometers to the west while a
small tributary stream of "Hourglass" Creek lies 50 meters to the east .
Views are excellent from west around to the southeast at the first localit y
and are excellent from northwest around to the south at the second .
Vegetation at both localities consists of dwarf birch, sedge, moss ,
lichen, and somlow. Unve

	

ted area a ount to-about	 200 ofr-the
site .

	

)

	

!_

	

-

The site consists of 1wo ocaliti s and 4a 1 c ted through srfac e
reconnai ssar cep . L9'ca i ty 1 on i s s of 14

	

ne inuksuk- in an east-wes t
line 50 meters 1 Ufig hat rovers

	

wi h /of t1~e \bench at the base of th e
talus slope: S-eveFal of the cal ns ar   In goo

	

ape ;few are heavily__
lichened . The terrace is 4 meters above the gravel/rock braided floodplain .

Locality 2 lies 150 meters south of locality 1 and is comprised of a
large boulder . Stacked on top are numerous small boulders, and at eithe r
end are large slabs of bedrock leaning in the northerly direction . On e
of these slabs has fallen and now lies 2 meters away . This appears t o
be a hunting blind 2 .75 meters long x 1 meter thick x .70 meter high .
Locality 1 is not visible from the blind ; the inuksuk are just barel y
out of view around the corner . Ten meters upslope of locality 2 ar e
large numbers of shattered, bleached caribou bones . This is an excellen t
location for inuksuk and a hunting blind, with or without a rifle .

Evidence suggests the site is no older than 100 years . Site significance
is of a local nature and research potential is low . At present the sit e
does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .

XCL-124

Site Elevation :

	

SE1/4, SW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
3420 ft .

	

Section 18

	

Hunting
T16S, R4W

Site Age :

	

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Last 100 years

	

Affiliation : Nunamiu t
Eskimo

The site is situated on an elevated knoll that lies near the center o f
the valley which enters the Agiak inlet stream valley from the south .
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The knoll appears to be a moraine remnant and is sparsely vegetated wit h
sedges, grass, lichens and dwarf heath . The knoll commands a perfec t
view north toward the valley and north and south toward the knolls in th e
pass area . The site offers a good view of XCL-123 across the valle y
floor .

A row of 14 poorly preserved cairns run along the top of the knoll ,
oriented 142° mag . They may have served as an inuksuk line . On a benc h
along the north side of the knoll is a beautifully made semicircula r
hunting blind . The blind is 1 .5 meters long and stands 60 cm . high . I t
is not very old,. since lichens have not yet re-colonized the stones . I n
fact, it appears that . one can see where stones were removed from th e
talus slope to make the blind : there are "holes" in the more-or-les s
uniform cover of black lichens . The blind looks to the north out ove r
the flood plain, and obviously did not function in conjunction with th e
cairns on the ridge above it . However, it may have functioned as a uni t
with the bl • . • 'nuksu .

	

123 to tl~e northwest .	

The inuksuk appear tpred4te

	

e hunti

	

i d by r
although, butt- are pry bably the 'suit o

	

ur wit Esk

Site significGrrcipiof a lccal a ure/an

	

sva~ch
present the~si

	

oes not appear

	

beL reate ed by

XCL-12 5

Site Elevation :

	

NW1/4, NW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
3600 ft .

	

Section 24

	

Lookout
T16S, R5W

Site Age :

	

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknown

This site is located just below the promontory of a knob on the sout h
side of the isolated mountian southeast of Agiak Lake . The knob rises
steeply on the east and drops precipitously on the west . The views from
the site are excellent in all directions except to the north where th e
mountain blocks long range vision . A large patch of perennial aufies lie s
in a creek bottom 750 meters northwest of the site .

Vegetation covers about 10% of the surface of the site and consists o f
lichen, sedge, and moss . The vast majority of the site's surface i s
exposed bedrock, cobbles, boulders, and gravel .

The site was located as a result of surface reconnaissance . Over 20 0
flakes of black chert were found on the western edge of the knoll near it s
summit . Most of the flakes were among, between, and beneath the fis t
sized stones scattered about the knoll . The flakes are tightly clustered
in an area 1 meter 2 .

ouihly 100 year s
imo activity .

ntial is low . A
adverse impa :t..r

t
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If there ever was a lookout site, this is one . Lithic remains suggest a
single occupation occurred at the site . The lack of diagnostic artifact s
precludes temporal or cultural assessment of the site .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low . A t
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .

XCL-126

Site Elevation :
3650 ft .

This site

	

gh up on	 the outhwe

	

a i • talus slopejon the mountai n
adjacent

	

•r east uas a

	

of Agi

	

Lake . Site XCL-089 lies severa l
hundred m- - s • .wnslop .

	

he vie f om 'he site is excellent to th e
south, west1nd north . To

	

e .

	

the v

	

is	 blocked by higher terrai n
On the talus vegetation is basically an afterthought and consists o f
lichen and moss .

The site was located through visual reconnaissance and consists of a
stacked cairn and a cache set on the edge of a flat area in the otherwis e
steep talus slope . The cairn is 3 meters south-southwest of the cache ,
which is made of several large rock slabs and numerous smaller ones .
Inside the cache are two knife cut pieces of willow . The first is 52 cm .
long, and was jammed between the wall rock slab and the large roof slab .
The second piece of wood is 22 cm . long, and still has some bark on it .
One end of the stick is broken, the other is whittled around the edge ,
smooth cylindical, but is not a well-worked artifact .

This feature is tentatively identified as a cache of stone slabs, use d
for meat storage . However, it is possible that it is a deadfall ; the
wood fragments being the remains of the bait/trigger pin . There ar e
however, problems with this assessment . The supposed trigger pin wa s
held very securely by additional rocks on top of the roof slab makin g
removal or movement of the trigger pin pretty difficult . The overhang
of the roof slab resting on the wall slab ranged from flush to 4-5 cm ,
which would also make triggering difficult . There were no opening s
between the slabs of the feature large enough to admit any animal th e
size of a marmot . These three characteristics argue in favor of th e
feature being a cache . If the feature is a a cache, then the positio n
of the wood is not easily explained . No other cultural material wa s
found in the vicinity .

The cairn on the edge of the talus brow is visible from below . It i s
highly probable that the cairn was used to relocated the cache/deadfall .
The presence of identifiable wood in the site suggests the site wa s
utilized in the last 100 years .
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NW1/4, SE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
Section 6

	

Cache/Deadfal l
T16S, R4W

Umiat Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Affi	 iatien :----Ntrna~iut
	Eski o



Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low . At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .

Site Elevation :
3650 ft .

Site Age :
Last 200 years

XCL-127

NW1/4, SE1/ 4
Section 6
T16S, R4W

Umiat Meridian

Probable Site Type :
Hunting Blin d

Probable Cultura l
Affiliation : Nunamiu t
Eskimo

This si .e lies n the sout1W t faci n
meters 1orthe t of XCL-126

	

he si t
ravine Nhere t e teep sl o b gins
the entire Agi k rake Valley, nort h
Lake . Vegetat o at the si a ons i
low woody and h rbaceou plant .
cover 7b of he surface .

The site was located as the result of surface reconnaissance and consist s
of a low stone hunting blind some 50 meters west of the mouth of the
ravine . The blind lies just over the top of the knoll, and provide s
concealment from both north and south moving animals . Surface rock s
surrounding the blind were moved to inspect below the surface, but n o
cultural material was noted .

The blind could have functioned as a shelter/lookout at any time, an d
likewise could have served as a reasonable blind even without the
employment firearms .

The site was probably used by Nunamiut Eskimo during the last 200 years .
Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appear s
low. At present the site is not threatened by any adverse impacts .
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XCL-128

Site Elevation : SW1/4, NE1/4 Probable Site Type :
3120 ft . Section 12 Camp

T16S, R5W
Site Age : Umiat Meridian Probable Cultura l

Unknown Affiliation :

	

Unknown

This site lies on an old vegetated beach ridge or ice thrust berm on th e
north side of the Agiak Lake inlet creek . The ridge is elevated 2 meters
above the present lake level and lies 7 meters east of the lake shor e
and 50 meters north of the creek . The view from the site is good in al l
directions but is limited to the local country . Vegetation at the sit e
includes sedge, moss, lichen, low woody and herbaceous plants, and dwar f
willow. The vegetation is patchy and much of the area is exposed gravel .

The site-was

	

Gated

	

suit of yis al inspection of, th	 surfarp _
Twelve laic

	

o cher ;

	

fo nd wit in n area 2 etersin aiameter„
Al] but one of th flakes we e of bl . k hart ; the ~ther was a bande d
brown/g ay the . One of l

	

lack h : ' lakes was -biracially retouched
while tiree wee nif3cia~

	

r tout ed .

	

h s cultural— material wa s
located or-	 th u vegeta ed cre t of t - . - .c ri c ge . Also present are a
number

	

-ring s=

	

bou

	

rs

	

- app : • fresh compared to doe !
lichen covered and slightly more weathered surface of most of the ridge .
While there is no apparent pattern and only moderate clustering of thes e
cleaner rocks, their presence is suspicious, and does not seem to be du e
to natural forces .

There is some modern trash in the area which may relate to these suspiciou s
rocks . Subsurface testing did not yield any additional cultural material .

This site may have served as a short term camp . Lack of diagnosti c
artifacts precludes any temporal or cultural assessment of the site .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low . At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .

XCL-129

Site Elevation :

	

SE1/4, NE1/4

	

P obable She Type :
3130 ft .

	

Section 12

	

IvruliA
4

R5W

	

,, <,
T16S

, Site Age:

	

Umiat Meridia n
Last 100 year s

This site lies adjacent to an ancient beach ridge on the northeast side of a n
embayment on the northeast quadrant of Agi'ak Lake . The site lies in a
low willowy area which is poorly drained . The site area was the locatio n
of a persistant snow bank which refused to melt until the end of June .
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The view from the site is somewhat obscured by higher ground, however ,
30 meters away the old beach ridge affords a perfect 360° view of th e
area .

The area is vegetated by sedges, grasses, lichen, moss, low woody an d
herbaceous plants and some willow . The site locale is well sheltere d
from wind and would be an excellent fall-winter-spring camping location ,
but it appears to be too wet for summer use .

The site was located through visual inspection of the surface . One and
possibly two houses were located in this low lying area . They are marked
by conspicuous centrally located, rock lined hearths, and are outlined by
a. vegetation anomally having no sedge tussocks inside their perimeters .
Test pits, consisting of simply of turning back sod without excavating ,
revealed willow flooring in every test . Caribou bone was also abundant .
Two small trade beads, and a shard of a glass bottle suggest the structure s
are rec 6r;-perhaps 1 :10 ye

	

old or 1

	

The heart +~s are a reme-ly--- ,
well pr -serve , "ith cherco& , burned bin and ash i ntact :

	

L	 	 —_d

House1

Test Pit 1 : Willow flooring, caribou mandible with teeth .

Test Pit 2 : Willow flooring, glass bottle fragment .

Test Pit 3 : Willow flooring, large caribou antler .

Test Pit 4 : Center of hearth, caribou bone, charcoal, burned bone, as h
fire-cracked rock .

Test Pit 5 : Willow floor, caribou bone, glass chip, one small' blue bead, /
one small white bead, and one banded gray and triinslucen t
ye ow chert flake .

Test Pit 6 : Willow flooring, caribou bone .

House2

Test Pit 1 : Willow flooring .

Test Pit 2 : Willow flooring and caribou bone .

Test Pit 3 : Willow flooring and caribou bone .

A black chert flake concentration on the nearby ridge crest may be associate d
with the house occupation . There are other possible cultural feature s
along the beach ridge, including what may be some of H . Alexander's tes t
pits, although, none contained any artifacts .

Some of tre willo ' branches , f and on/trfe\fl or are ratherj large,

	

cm
diamete

	

andyiay have peen pat of/a 'sup r tructu^e . The houses appea r
to be Irru ic's, r moss hours comon/fyusd by the Nunamiut Eskim o
during he Inter months .
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This is one of the most important sites recorded by this survey . The
house remains are well preserved and undisturbed, an all spatia l
relationships appear to be intact . The testing method did not distur b
any of the subsurface material . The undisturbed sod mat was rolled bac k
into place therby returning everything to its original position . The onl y
materials collected were the two small trade beads in the hope they
might help date at least one occupation of the site .

Evidence suggests the site could provide a good insight into loca l
Nunamiut land use . The bone remains might well contain informatio n
concerning season of occupation, and the houses will undoubtedly provid e
data on spatial organization .

This site should be either excavated or protected . At present ther e
seems to be no natural disturbance with the exception of a caribou trai l
that runs by several meters east of House 2 . The houses lie near th e
beach r

	

' h off

	

cellent r . p ing location, and the-s-ite-ma-y ,
possibl

	

st rbed i

	

z g acti i

	

increases -i-n•--t14s area . The-i
site sh aid be pe iodic lly o 'tore . t m .ke sure there is no di3turbanc e
of this resourc . A modern

	

mp is o aged 30 meters to]the south of th e
site on tfebechrid ge .
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KIR-04 1

Site Elevation :

	

NE1/4, SW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
3165 ft .

	

Section 18

	

Shooting Pit/Inuksu k
T31N, R26 E

Site Age :

	

Kateel River Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Last 100 years

	

Affiliation : Nunamiu t
Eskimo

The site lies near the bottom of the steep rocky talus on the south side of
the mountain to the west-northwest of Agiak Lake . The site is located
in a boulder field that sticks out from the side of the slope . The
view from the site is superb across the entire valley east and south ,
although, the north end of Agiak Lake is obscured by the slope of th e
mountain .

sedge, low w

	

+---a-n
ca ter~ed-Jrocl~-y- a-^eas-

The site as ilea ed as the re ult •f `~Gr~'fa e reconlaiss ante and indlude s
at leas ; four` w11-cons rutted sho ► ti g pi g s and a cache above a gh r t
row of 1nuksu1

	

The shone c

	

ns • para -1 to the slope, and t-h4
four shooting pits are arranged vertically, three near one another whil e
the fourth is 50 meters upslope . The cache is a 3-sided box constructe d
of stone slabs and is 7 meters downslope from the isolated shooting pit .

The row of cairns, not more than 5 or 6, runs along the contour of th e
slope for 150 meters .

Cultural evidence suggests the site was utilized by Nunamiut Eskimo s
sometime during the last 100 years .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low . At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .

KIR-042

Site Elevation :

	

SW1/4, SW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
3200 ft .

	

Section 18

	

Hunting Blind/Shelte r
T31N, R26E

Site Age :

	

Kateel River Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Last 100 years

	

Affiliation : Nunamiu t
Eskimo

From the low heights of land at the south end of Agiak Lake there i s
one large knoll visible in the pass over to Agiak Creek . This site is o n
the southwest and west-southwest facing side of this knoll near the
summit . The view from the site encompasses most of the surrounding loca l
country .

Vegetation

	

e si t
herbaceous p

	

t , a n
which a^e unve et ted

e con is s of mo s

?r5wt)llow .
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Vegetation at the site is a thin, broken cover of moss, lichen, sedge ,
and low woody and herbaceous plants . Boulder fields and rock stripe s
coyer much of the site surface .

On the southwest facing aspect of the knoll is an L-shaped stone shelter .
Because it "backs into" the slope it probably isn't a hunting blind .
Animals moving southwest through the pass would have to emerg e
suddenly over the very top of the knoll for this rock wall to have provide d
any cover . The shelter is open to the south and west, and looks ou t
across the broad valley of the pass .

A large natural boulder makes up much of the corner of the shelter an d
additional rocks are piled on it and to its south and west to create a
fairly substantial rock wall that fits into the slope .

The second part of this site is a circular shooting pit in the talu s
about 5 6—m~t~rs, nortl east—of- he she]

	

. The p't is onthe (northwes t
facing sloe- of he kno

	

ar the to • .

	

he shotin-g-

	

ovehlaak
s valley an,,

	

broad areaof t e pas .

	

n- caribou long bone fragment
was found

	

e phelter . 1

	

_

s sometime in (th las trerep moEsk

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low . At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .

KIR-043

Site Elevation :

	

SE1/4, NE1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
2940 ft .

	

Section 25

	

Lookout
T31N, R25 E

Site Age :

	

Kateel River Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknown

This site lies on a prominent, well-drained ridge on the west side o f
Agiak Creek, about 2 .5 kilometers downstream from Agiak Lake . The ridg e
upon which the site is situated is probably formed of bedrock althoug h
it is capped with a veneer of till . The creek is forced eastward aroun d
this geologic feature . The ridge and its immediate vicinity is quit e
hummocky . Below the ridge to the east is a willow-covered terrace tha t
would provide good fuel and winter camping resources . The view from th e
ridge is excellent and encompasses the entire valley . The ridge i s
vegetated with lichen, dwarf willow and moss, scattered grass and a fe w
low woody and herbaceous platns .

The site was located through visual , reconnaissance of the surface an d
consists of several scatters of chert waste flakes on a small knoll nea r
the northern end of the ridge . Three separate flake scatters occur withi n
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a 10 meter 2 area . Two of the scatters consist of black chert flakes an d
the other is comprised of gray chert . All flake scatters consist of 20 or
more surface flakes . No subsurface testing was undertaken .

The flake scatters probably represent a lookout/flaking station but th e
site may well have been a habitation location also . The excellent campin g
locations are afforded by the creek terrace, and the presence of a tal l
species of willow provides a source of both fuel and structural materials .

The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes any temporal or cultura l
assessment of the site . However, the homogenious nature of the flak e
scatters suggests more than one occupational event occurred at the site .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low . At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .

Site Elevati ~
2970 't .

Site Age :
Unknown

	

Affiliation : Unknown

This site is located on the eastern side of a high, flat glacial featur e
which abutts the valley wall . Agiak Creek lies about 100 meters to th e
west while Agiak Lake lies more than 3 kilometers to the east . The sit e
provides a fine view of the Agiak Creek Valley to the south and wes t
encompassing the surrounding ridges and knolls as well as the souther n
end of Agiak Lake to the northwest .

The flat area east of Agiak Creek narrows to the east and becomes a ridg e
bordering a creek which flows from a cirque east of the site . The site i s
located on a flat area that marks a small break in the upward slope o f
the ridge . The site is sparsely vegetated with lichens and heaths .
Between 60 and 80 meters northwest of the site are several caribou trail s
that cut across the ridge from north to south .

The site consists of a scatter of 27 black chert flakes, and a possibl e
flake core fragment of black chert . Flakes were found lying on the
surface and protruding from the ground . A single black chert flake wa s
found 170 meters northwest of the site, on the surface, on the south edg e
of the flat area .

The site's location and cultural material suggest it served as a lookout/flakin g
station . The proximity of caribou trails may also indicate its use as a
hunting lookout . It is located on the south side of the ridge and migh t
have been used to view animals to the south, or to ambush animals movin g
over the ridge from the north .

1W1/ , $E1/4' \

	

Probable Site Type :
Sec	 in 35

	

Lookout

	

—J
T31N, R25W

Kateel River Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l

i
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The lack of diagnostic artifacts makes the cultural affiliation or ag e
of the site impossible to determine .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low . At
present the site does not appear to by threatened by any adverse impacts .

On the wes s' e f Agiak C
shaped noraine h t is t,ru n
Agiak Lake lies r ug h
on a promo me'Fe r
moraine, i Ih e- v ' w from
country .

Site Elevation :
3000 ft .

Site Age :
Unknown

KIR-04 5

NW1/4, SEl/4
Section 3 5
T31N, R25 E

Kateel River Meridian

Probable Site Type :
Lookout

Probable Cultura l
Affiliation : Unknown

there i a long an4—fai-r-y h-;gh cre-cent-
on i s o theast erhcl by Agiak Creek

omete s to t e northeast .j This site
the creek on the southeast end of t h
e i (g~iod aid encanpasses all of t e loca l

~_J

Vegetation at the site consists of lichen, moss, and sedge . There are
area s . of exposed mineral soil and rock and active erosion is occurring o n
the steep northeast slope .

The site was located through visual inspection of the surface when fou r
black chert flakes were found in the back dirt of a ground squirre l
burrow . Additional surface reconnaissance revealed ten more flakes of th e
same material and a unifacial knife . A 20 cm 2 test pit was excavated t o
a depth of 10 cm . near the ground squirrel burrow and yielded one blac k
chert waste flake . Most of the cultural material was found on the eas t
end of the moraine .

Cultural evidence and location suggest that the site served as a lookout .
The lack of diagnostic artifacts precludes cultural or temporal assessmen t
of the site .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential appear s
low . At present erosion is acting upon the site .



KIR-046

Site Elevation :

	

NE1/4, NW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
2800 ft .

	

Section 14

	

Shooting Pi t
T31N, R25 E

Site Age :

	

Kateel River Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Last 200 years

	

Affiliation : Nunamiu t
Eskimo

This site lies on the southeast side of the large knoll, about 50 feet above
Agiagiak Creek . The Continental Divide lies slightly more than 2 kilometer s
to the south while Agiak Lake lies a bit less than 5 kilometers to the east .

The site was located as a result of surface reconnaissance and consists o f
a shooting pit . The pit lies on a rocky outcrop above Agiagiak Cree k
which provides an excellent view down into the creek valley, and i s
perfectly sue~ for observe` animals moving alb—c

h~ lI eek f.0 th e
south of t fie'>rtir o'} l . Th on

	

egetat o

	

t the sit 'thee 1

	

s
which cover the ricks ari~d

	

1ottom of/th shootin

	

which is ccvere d
by sphanL m m o

This is another un-dated shooting pit in the Agiak Lake vicinity . Clearl y
it was used for caribou hunting, probably with firearms, but little els e
can be said about it .

Site significnace is of a local nature and research potential is low . At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .

KIR-04 7

Site Elevation :

	

NE1/4, NW1/4

	

Probable Site Type :
2800 ft .

	

Section 14

	

Camp/Lookout
T31N, R25 E

Site Age :

	

Kateel River Meridian

	

Probable Cultura l
Last 100 years

	

Affiliation : Nunamiu t
Eskimo

This site lies on the south flank of the prominent knoll 15 meters abov e
Agiagiak Creek . KIR-046 lies slightly more than 100 meters to the wes t
on the same knoll . The site overlooks the creek and provides an excellen t
view of the surrounding local country .

The site is vegetated with low dwarf heaths and sedge, with some dwar f
birch growing over several of the tent ring stones .

The shooting piX is abot 2 pe ers' i dia a er . To the west i s
a naturaTpTwhich may have so

	

ved a & shooting pit . No othe r
cultural material was found in the area .
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The site, a tent ring, lies on a small terrace on the south flank of th e
knoll . It is somewhat unusual for a tent ring to be so elevated, whe n
excellent locations are available on the valley floor . The tent ring i s
about 3 meters wide and 3 meters long and is oval in shape with one fla t
side . A careful search under the rocks, and a small test pit in th e
center revealed no cultural material at all .

The tent ring is of unknown age, but its outline suggests it may be th e
result of the use of a commercially manufactured wall tent . The tent
ring may or may not be contemporaneous with the shooting pit at nearb y
KIR-046 .

The site probably served both as a camp and a lookout . Evidence suggest s
the site was utilized by Nunamiut Eskimo during the last 100 years .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low . At
present -t

	

si-t does • . • .-\r to be

	

eatenee by -a-ny-adve^se-

	

a-ct1 .

Site Age :
Unknown

This site lies on a broad, flat area on top of the same knoll where KIR-04 7
and 046 are located . The flat portion of the knoll top is about 50 meters 2
in size and is very sparsely vegetated with low woody and herbaceou s
plants, dwarf willow and some grass . The knoll provides a 360° view o f
the creek valley . The bluffs on Okokmilaga River and nearby knolls ar e
visible on the west while to the east the Continental Divide and th e
large aufies area beyond is visible .

The site was located as the result of surface reconnaissance . Blac k
chert flakes are scattered across the top of the knoll . Several area s
have concentrations of these flakes . More than 20 black chert flakes
lie in a 2 meter 2 area 26 meters west of a high grassy bump on the
south side of the knoll top . Some of these flakes may have been retouched .
A second, more diffuse concentration of black chert flakes lies betwee n
28 and 38 meters north-northeast of the first concentration . Some of
these flakes may also have been retouched . No subsurface testing wa s
undertaken .

The site is appears to be a lookout/flaking station . The lack of diagnosti c
cultural material makes age and cultural assessment impossible . The
lookout may have functioned in conjuction with the shooting pit at KIR -
046, but their contemporanity is not demonstratable .

Site significance is of a local nature and research potential is low . At
present the site does not appear to be threatened by any adverse impacts .
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