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The Mount Locust Stand: A Plan to Extend the Service Life of the Structure

S. Kaye, ADEPPT, Columbus, Miss.
T. L. Amburgey & H. M. Barnes, Professors, Forest Products Laboratory, Mississippi State University

Scope of Work ' Causes of/Remedies for Deterioration

» Task 1: Ascertain causes of deterioration &
structural effects

NE corner 5” out of plumb causing
excessive wetting from runoff, decay
of siding/window; Additional shingle
courses to direct runoff away;
remove decayed surface with scraper
& salvage.

« Task 2: Prioritize needed repairs/renovations

* Task 3: Develop maintenance plan

« Task 4: Develop integrated pest management
plan to prevent/minimize future deterioration

of < -
damage on front porch (lower); Treat

Sapwood decay has reduced the : mw upports for steps a with boron/water repellent; If activity
offackive damter of naseafins & rear (north) are _decayed; decayed; Replace with water continues, treat with insecticide &
piles but heartwood remains Top step abuts bandboard repellent treated wood & paint. | | plug holes.

oAl accumulating water.

B

west side shows extensive badly decaye e
beetle damage & decay; flooring (east) is buckling; Flood lower
should be replaced. ends of supports with water repellent

preservative yearly; Replace decayed
bandboard, railings; Cut expansion joint
to alleviate buckling; Apply water
repellent preservative yearly to porch
flooring. Remove dead limb from walnut
tree; Trim shrubs to avoid siding contact;
treat roof & siding with a borate followed
by water repellent.

with borate/copper naphthenate paste below
ground; Registered termiticide should be i
applied to piers prior to backfilling & to fire- g
place bases; Additional treatment via borate [
rods placed in piles.

wetted by runoff;
frame & sill decayed.

Replace decayed wood with water repellent
preservative treated wood; Flood all window

joints with WRP yearly.




Historic Structure Report: Mount Locust House
Natchez Trace Parkway

Introduction

This Historic Structure Report was prepared by ADEPPT, a cultural resources firm located in
Columbus, Mississippi, under contract with the Natchez Trace Parkway. The purpose of this
report is to identify and evaluate the physical and historic fabric of the structure known as Mt.
Locust and alternatively called the Ferguson House, Mound Plantation, and the Chamberlain
House, and to develop short and long term strategies for repair and maintenance of the structure.
This study was broken into four parts:

Perform a physical inspection of the structure and prepare a report.
Identify required repairs/restoration work and develop alternatives.
Develop a maintenance checklist.

Develop an integrated Pest Management Plan.

L=

The work was begun in November 1997 with field inspection and measurement of the house, and
research in the Archives of the Natchez Trace Parkway at the Headquarters at Tupelo,
Mississippi. It was concluded in January, 1998. Drawings were prepared using Autocad release
14. Photography was performed with black and white film, as well as color film and digital still
imagery.
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Scope of Work

Four Tasks were identified as essential for the assessment of the present condition of Mt. Locust
and the development of procedures to extend the service life of the structure. These were:

Task 1:

Task 2:

Task 3:

Task 4:

The wooden fabric of Mt. Locust will be examined for signs of biological
deterioration caused by decay fungi, termites, beetles, carpenter bees, squirrels,
and abiotic deterioration caused by factors such as UV light and weathering.
Examination techniques will include both visual inspection for exterior signs of
deterioration and coring and/or probing to determine the extent of deterioration
and/or the presence of internal deterioration. The location of deterioration will be
documented by drawings or photographs and its effect on the structural integrity
of Mt. Locust or historic fabric will be determined. Causes of deterioration will be
ascertained as the effect of site features on the life of the structure.

The relative importance of different areas of deterioration to the structural integrity
and/or historic fabric of Mt. Locust will be discussed and used to prioritize needed
repairs and/or renovations. Recommendations will be based on observations made
during the inspection of Mt. Locust together with the experience gained by the
principal investigators during decades of studying the effects of biological and
abiotic factors on wooden building components.

A maintenance plan will be developed to assure that the historic fabric and
structural integrity of Mt. Locust will remain relatively unchanged at the
conclusion of the current repair/renovation activities. Maintenance activities will
be listed and prioritized.

An integrated pest management plan will be developed to prevent or minimize
future deterioration of the structure by biological agents. Use of pesticides will be
recommended, where necessary, with guidelines for their use formulated by
adherence to state and federal requirements.
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History

Early - 1782 - 1937

The building now known as Mt. Locust was probably built in 1782 by William Ferguson, who had
been in the Natchez area at least since 1774, although it may have been built by Thomas Harmon
or John Blommart prior to 1781 when the British land grants required a minimum 16' x 20'
structure be built. In June, 1782 Ferguson secured a deed to 300 arpents (353 acres) of land from
Silas Crane that included the site of the house. (Phelps, Mound Plantation, p.13) In 1783,
Ferguson married Polina Burch, so the house was probably built in anticipation of the marriage.
(Phelps, Ferguson House, p. 2). The Ferguson's had seven children. The house appears on a 1785
survey of the property. (Phelps, Mount Locust, p. 2) (See Appendix E)

Family tradition maintains that the house was used as a stage stop or tavern during the period that
the Trace was heavily traveled by flatboat crews returning north after bringing goods down the
Mississippi River to New Orleans. The house was probably originally built as a farmhouse since
the first flatboat traffic was in 1785. (Phelps, Mt. Locust) This would have meant that the traffic
on the Trace would have increased dramatically at that time and would have remained so until at
least the 1830's when increased settlement, coupled with new roads and the establishment of
regular river packet service on the inland waterways diverted traffic from the Trace and spelled its
demise as an important highway. The house's location 20 miles from Natchez would have been a
day's travel and an ideal location for accommodations for travelers. The opening of the Military
Road, from Florence, Alabama to Columbus, Mississippi in 1820 and the Robinson Road from
Columbus to Jackson in 1823 diverted mail traffic from the upper Trace and left the Jackson to
Natchez segment as the only remaining section of the highway in official use. The 1838 Gwin and
Daugherty map of Mississippi lists "Mrs, Ferguson's" as a stopping place on the Trace.

The original structure was expanded in 1799 as evidenced by bills filed in Ferguson's Probate
Record in 1801. (Phelps, Mound Plantation, p. 15) Also in 1799, Ferguson was involved in a plan
to establish the town of Union on his property east of Mt. Locust. The town was not a success as
there is no record of any lots being sold. (Phelps, Mount Locust)

William Ferguson died in 1800 or 1801 and Polina married James Chamberlain in 1806. They had
four children. According to family tradition Polina divorced Chamberlain in 1816. She resumed
using the Ferguson name and operated the stand until around 1842. She died in 1847. (Phelps,
Ferguson House, p. 1- 4)

Artifacts discovered in the house point to another addition in the 1840's. This may have coincided
with the marriage of Thomas Jefferson Chamberlain in 1844. This was the last major structural
change to the house. (Phelps, Mt. Locust, p. 6) Mt. Locust remained in the Chamberlain family
until its acquisition by the National Park Service in 1937 in a severely dilapidated condition. Mr.
Bill Chamberlain continued to occupy the house until 1944. (National Park Service, “Ferguson
House Restoration™)
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Restoration - 1937 - 1959

Beginning in 1937, a series of historical, architectural and archeological studies were conducted
by the National Park Service to determine the history and condition of the house and site. These
included drawings by the Historic American Buildings Survey in 1940. Also included were
recommendations as to the proper restoration and interpretation of the house and grounds.

In 1944, in an attempt to halt further deterioration of the remaining structure, the house was
enclosed in tar paper. After a decision to return the house to its configuration circa 1820, a
restoration was begun in January, 1955 and was completed in March, 1956. Also in 1956, another
set of HABS drawings were prepared, further documenting the building and a furnishings plan
was prepared. Site development, utilities and further work on the house were conducted from
1957 to 1959.

Operation - 1959 - Present

Since that time, periodic maintenance has been performed, resulting in the replacement of
deteriorated shutters, porch flooring and wood piers. A Historic Structure Report, published in
1992, resulted in the replacement of the wood piers and recommendations for other repairs. The
front porch was replaced in 1992.

The importance of the house “as the only existing surviving structure” on the Natchez Trace
“between Washington, Mississippi and Duck River, Tennessee” has been recognized by its
operation as a house museum. The fact that only about 25 percent of the structure consists of
historic fabric is not clearly differentiated in the exhibits, although the Parkway personnel do point
this out to the visitors.
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1777

1779

1781

1781

1782

1784

1785

Sequence of Deeds and Title

Silas Crane makes a bond of 500 pounds to deliver 300 arpents of land to Willia}n
Williams and William Ferguson.

April 22 - Land granted by British West Florida government to Thomas Harmon.

William Ferguson brings a suit to compel Silas Crane to deliver the deed.

October 21 - Spanish Government acquires 650 acres from John Blommart by act of
confiscation. Refers to an “establissement” which may have been Mt. Locust in its earliest

form.

March 17 - Silas Crane acquires 650 acres. June 12 - Silas Crane is ordered to deliver the
deed for 300 arpents of land.

June 16 - Crane conveys the property to Ferguson. Crane dies shortly thereafter.

A survey of the tract shows 325 arpents of land on which Mount Locust stands and refers
to “Mr. William Ferguson’s dwelling house” at the site of the existing house.

ca. 1800 - Original survey of T8N, R1E shows the original parcel (#65) and on additional parcel,

1800

1806

1812

1844

1849

1937

1937 -

roughly the same size (#66) to the east and owned by William Ferguson.

August 1 - 1801, March 2 - William Ferguson died during this period.

July 31 - Paulina Ferguson married James Chamberlain.

Paulina Ferguson divorced James Chamberlain.

Thomas Jefferson Chamberlain married - could be the reason for the 1840's addition.
January 19 - Paulina Ferguson died.

Mount Locust acquired by the National Park Service.

1944 Bill Chamberlain and family continues to live in the house.
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Physical Description

House

The original structure, which was built by 1782, was a 16' by 20', one room house. (Phelps,
Mount Locust, p. 1) This apparently was a popular building design that complied with the
minimum size development required by the British when they were the governing authority in
West Florida until 1781. (Phelps, Mount Locust, p. 5)

This original structure probably had a hipped roof covering the main room (Room 1), two cabinet
rooms and galleries. (Phelps, Mount Locust, p. 5) This would suggest a resemblance to the late
18™ century Boldue House and Armoureave House, both located in Ste. Genevieve, Missouri.
(McAlister, p. 126-127) and, consequently, a French influence. The LeBeau House and Hirst
Cabin in Pointe Compede Parish, Louisiana are other examples. (Koch)

This original structure is the room designated as Room 1 on the 1940 HABS drawings and is the
central room on the south side of the house. (Room numbers used are the ones designated on the
1940 HABS drawings before Rooms 4 & 5 on the rear porch were removed.) The house is
located on a mound that is speculated to be a natural feature.

Local tradition states that the building materials came from dismantled flatboats, but there is no
evidence to support this claim (Phelps, Mount Locust, p. 2) since the first flatboats to arrive in
Natchez was in 1785.

The 1799 addition consisted of two rooms on the east end, designated as Rooms 6 and 7. The
1956 HABS "Conjectural Evolution of the Structure" shows front and rear galleries as well as
Rooms 2 and 3 at the west of Room 1. It is not clear from the earlier reports if these features
were part of the original structure or were added between 1782 and 1799. Construction details
indicate that they were not part of the original structure.

The 1840's addition consisted of a 12' extension of the two eastern rooms (2 & 3), enclosure of
the rear gallery to form Rooms 4 and 5, enlargement of Room 6 and the addition of a rear shed
porch.

The 1956 HABS drawings show a vertical board wall with no studs between Rooms 6 and 7. This
is still present and the wall between Room 6 and the present rear gallery is new and of similar
construction. It is similar to the now removed wall between Rooms 4 & 5.

The reconstruction in 1956 reduced the length of Rooms 3 and 4 to their documented earlier
length and built an exterior fireplace at the location of impression marks that had been discovered
under Room 2. The interior wall boards Rooms 3 and 4 were replaced with new material. Wall
boards in Rooms 1, 6 and 7 date from prior to the reconstruction and probably from their original
installation, although they were reworked to accommodate relocation of doors. All flooring dates
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from 1956 except in Room 2 where relocated original wood was used.
The exterior siding was replaced and new shutters were installed, based on the design of the
surviving shutters. Apparently, most of the windows received new sash. Doors were relocated to

their earlier locations and some new doors were constructed.

A late corrugated galvanized iron roof was removed. The roof structure was repaired with new
rafters where needed, new roof lathing and wood shingles.

As noted above, the wood piers were replaced in 1992. The front porch flooring was replaced
around 1995.

An approximately five inch slope of the rear wall at the east end has resulted in severe damage to
the shutter and window because of rainwater sheeting down this wall.

The two shutters on the west wall have severe deterioration due to water.
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Utilities

Electrical: the building is served by underground conduit which rises under the building. A panel
board is located in the attic near the center of the front wall. It serves the Heating system and one
duplex outlet, located in a recess in the floor of Room 1, just east of the door leading to the rear
porch. The electrical system was installed in the 1950's. The wiring is “Romex” caable and
should be replaced with new wiring in metal conduit. Smoke detectors in each room are mounted
on the ceilings and are tied to an alarm in the main operations building.

Heating: the building is heated by a forced air system consisting of a squirrel cage fan blower and
an in line electric resistance heating coil. Sheet metal ducts branch to locations where they
descend in the wall between Rooms 1 & 3. No data plates were found on the equipment, but it
was probably installed in the 1950's.

Page 8



Assessment of Construction Materials

Foundation piers:

New log piers were installed during the 1956 restoration. They were replaced in 1992
with the present sassafras wood piers.

Floor framing:

Rooms 6 & 7 and Rear Gallery - new 9% " high x 7" wide creosoted joists.

Rooms 1, 2, & 3 - Original floor joists, some hewn 7" high x 6" wide, some round logs
with top flattened. Species not determined.

Front Gallery: west and center - 6 %" wide x 9" high joists, old but age not determined.
East - 62 " wide x 8" high joists - new but age not determined. Species not determined.
Beams 10 %2" wide x 9" high.

Beams: 8" wide x 12" height new beams at perimeter and east/west bearing walls. Species
not determined.

Flooring:

Walls:

Room 2: Original, random width tongue and groove wood salvaged from other rooms.
Rooms 1, 6 & 7: Random width tongue and groove wood, installed 1956.

Front Gallery: Random width tongue and groove wood, installed 1995.

Rooms 1 & 7: Original wood boards, some beaded. Walls were reworked, doors moved,
etc. during 1956 restoration.

Rooms 2 & 3: New tongue and groove wood.

Room 6: Original wood boards except west wall which is 1956. South wall reworked
1956.

Exterior:

Original siding is present on the front gallery. All other siding is bead horizontal boards
that were installed in the 1956 restoration. West walls are one inch thick vertical boards
with no studs.

Ceilings:

Rooms 1, 6, & 7: Exposed nominal 4 x 6 poplar joists in Room 1 and ceiling boards in all
rooms are original, tongue and groove wood except east % of Room 1.
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Room 2: Exposed joists and tongue and groove ceiling boards date from the 1956
restoration. East % of Room 1 is 1956.

Room 3: Exposed beams are original nominal 3" x 4" sassafras.

Front and Rear Gallery Columns:
Wood chanfered columns date from the 1956 restoration. They are typical of small

building from this era.

Roof Framing:
Most roof rafters are original. Some replacement was done in 1956. Rafters are 4" x 414"

poplar. Shingle nailer strips are 1" x 2% " spaced 6" on center. Some are original.

Roofing:
Wood shingles are 15" long, probably Western Red Cedar, installed in the 1956

restoration. Obtained from supplier in Tennessee (Eric Chamberlain).

Wall Framing:
According to the 1956 HABS drawings, the original studs and plates were of various sizes

and of oak, poplar and sassafras. No data was available for new materials. Connections
are mortise and tenon and wood pegs. (See HABS drawings)

Doors:
The south door in Room 1 is probably original and was relocated from Room 3. The door
from Room 1 to the North Gallery may be original and, if so, was relocated in that wall in
1956. The west door in Room 6 may be original-relocated in a new frame. All other
doors appear to date from 1956. Some door frames probably were salvaged and reused,
but most date from 1956.

Windows:
Windows on the south wall and the east wall of Room 7 and south wall of Room 1 are
original. The window on the east wall of Room 6 may be original. All other windows
date from the 1956 restoration.

Shutters:
All shutters appear to date to the 1956 restoration and are based on shutters that were in
place when the building was acquired in 1937. Shutters on the South and East sides are of
two panel design. Shutters on the north and west sides are of vertical board with three
horizontal tie boards.

Chimneys and Fireplaces:
The fireplace between Rooms 1 & 7 is original and is constructed using lime mortar. The

fireplace at Room 2 dates to the 1956 restoration. The mantel in Room 2 dates to 1956
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and is similar to the mantel shown in Room 6 on the HABS drawings. Mantles were
removed from Rooms 1 & 7 and not replaced. (See Historic Photo, 1940)

Hardware:

Site:

Shutter hardware was reused or duplicated to correspond to the existing hardware. All
hold-opens are as shown on the HABS drawings. Shutter hinges on the south and east
facades are 3 or 5 knuckle butts. Hinges on the north and west facades are “H” hinges,
surface mounted on the west.

Door hardware consists of butt hinges and exposed latches except the south doors in
Rooms 1 & 6 which are iron rim locks in wood cases. The lock in Room 1 has the
inscription “MATTISON BUSSELL & CO., NEW HAVEN, CONN.” & “438” on its
latch face.

The 1941 plan of the site (NT 8051) shows four outbuildings, a kitchen, nursery,
overseers cabin and “sleepy hollow” a two story four room log house, supposedly the
quarters for travelers on the Natchez Trace. These sites were identified in a July 1937
archeological survey conducted by Stuart M. Barnette. Later, the herringbone brick
sidewalk that surrounds the house was uncovered. Traditional locations for slave quarters
and an “old well” are also shown on the plan.

The grounds contained herb gardens, vegetable gardens, livestock enclosure and orchard.
By 1826 the farm had 879 acres with 150 - 200 under cultivation. There were 15 slaves in
1820 and 42 slaves in 1830. An 1849 agricultural survey showed 16 plows, 4 yoke of
oxen and 2 mules. (Carrier)
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Observations & Recommendations - Tasks 1& 2

1.  Reference drawings 1.1, 2.1, 2.2, & 3.2 and photo 3

The base of the wall at the right rear (northeast) corner of the house is 5 inches out of plumb.
This is causing roof runoff to flow across the lower siding. The lower siding is badly weathered
and with some surface soft-rot. Someone has dug into the decayed surface of the siding. These
marks can be removed with a paint scraper and the siding can be salvaged. The siding wood was
identified as yellow-poplar (Liriodendron tulipifera). Replacements, as needed, should be yellow-
poplar.

To salvage the siding, one or two additional courses of shingles must be added to the rear (north)
eave of the house to direct rain runoff away from the siding ( and window W3). Alternatively, a
gutter could be added to the rear of the structure.

Materials

Shingles $150.00
Labor

2 workers - 1 day

2.  Reference drawing 1.0 and photos 4, 5, & 11

All sassafras (Sassafras albidum) support piers located around the perimeter have decay in them.
In addition, some piers have been damaged by wood boring beetles. With the exception of the
pier located to the rear of the fireplace on the left (west) side of the structure, all piers are usable.
All piers are resting on below-grade concrete pads, and these pads appear to be stable. Sapwood
decay has reduced the effective diameters of the supports, but the heartwood remains sound.
With properly applied preservative treatments, all but one support can be salvaged.

The support piers should be treated with borates. A borate paste (e.g., CuRap 20 by ISK
Biosciences) should be applied to the below-grade portions of all supports and the paste covered
with plastic sheeting before backfilling is done. Before backfilling, the perimeters of the piers
should be treated with a registered termiticide applied by a certified pesticide applicator. CuRap
20 may cause a greenish discoloration in the lower areas of the piers because it also contains
copper. CuRap 20 can be formulated without copper if this is a problem. The replacement for
the extensively decayed support (west side) should have a layer of borate paste applied to its
lower end before it is placed on its concrete support. These paste treatments will diffuse into
wood and maintain the below grade portions of the supports in a serviceable condition. If
additional protection is desired, holes could be drilled into the sides of the supports and borate
rods (e.g., Impel Rods from Chemical Specialties, Inc.) placed in them. These rods could be
replaced periodically as they dissolve. The bases of the fireplaces should be treated with a
registered termiticide applied by a certified pesticide applicator.
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Materials
Cu Rap 20 paste $2000.00
Plastic wrap ' 200.00
Labor
2 workers - 4 days

3.  Reference drawing 1.1 and photo 2

The red oak (Quercus spp.) side supports for the steps at the rear (north) of the structure are
decayed and should be replaced. The left side of the steps is sagging more than one inch. The top
step is abutting the bandboard behind it and has caused it to accumulate water and decay.

Replacement steps, if made from oak, should be fabricated from white oak heartwood. CCA-
treated southern pine is a suitable substitute for white oak heartwood. The top should be
separated from direct contact with the house (as in the front porch steps).

Materials
2 -2x12 $100.00
1-1x12 30.00
Labor
2 workers - 1 day

4.  Reference drawing 1.0, 1.1 & 2.1 and photos 3,6, 7, & 11

All windows except W3 are sound and should continue to give satisfactory service. However, the
joints of all windows should be flooded with paintable water-repellent-preservative formulation
once per year.

Window W3 located at the right rear (northeast corner) of the structure is directly wetted by roof
runoff because the wall is not plumb. The right side of the frame and the sill should be replaced.
The new material should be dip-treated for 3-5 minutes in a paintable water-repellent-preservative
formulation after all cuts have been made.

Materials
Frame $200.00
Sill 30.00
Labor
2 workers - 2 days

5. Reference drawings 1.1 & 2.2 and photos 8 & 9

The shutters at windows W5 and W6 (west side of structure) are extensively decayed. The joints
in the remainder of the shutters are unstable. All shutters should be replaced with new shutters
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meeting AWI standard for custom grade. After fabrication, the shutter parts should be dip-treated
for 3 to 5 minutes in a paintable water-repellent-preservative formulation. The units should not be
painted until the solvent odor cannot be detected.

Materials
Shutters $1650.00
WRP 200.00
Treating vat 300.00

Labor

1 worker - 3 days
6. Reference drawings 1.1 & 2.0 and photos 1 & 10

The bases of the vertical front (south) porch supports have limited decay, but they can be
salvaged by flooding their lower ends, where they contact the porch flooring, with a water-
repellent-preservative (eg., Woodguard by ISK Biosciences) formulation once per year.

The bandboard behind the front (south) steps is decayed and should be replaced.

The flooring at the right (east) side of the front porch is buckling. This can be corrected by
cutting an expansion joint between the first two boards. The entire front porch flooring will be
stabilized by the application of a water-repellent-preservative once per year. If replacement of the
porch deck becomes necessary, the replacement should be either yellow-poplar or white oak
heartwood.

The red oak railings on the approach to the structure are extensively decayed and should be
replaced immediately. I recommend using southern pine pressure treated with CCA. If oak must
be used in the replacement, white oak heartwood should be used. The lower ends of the vertical
supports should be dip-treated in a water-repellent-preservative formulation.

The shrubs located near the right rear (northeast) corner should either be removed or trimmed to
avoid contact with the siding. A large limb on the walnut tree at the right rear (northeast) of the
structure is decayed. Since the limb extends across a walkway, it should be removed.

Materials
Column treatment $100.00
1x12 bandboard 50.00
2x4 railings 100.00

Labor

2 workers - 2 days

7.  Reference drawings 2.0, 2.1, & 2.2 and photos 1 & 2
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The western red cedar (Thusa plicata) roof and yellow-poplar siding should be treated with a
borate (e.g., Timbor from U.S. Borax or Bora-Care from Nisus Corp.) followed by a water-
repellent (e.g., Joncryl 538 from Johnson Wax). This combination was used to treat the USS
Cairo at Vicksburg and was shown not to change the appearance of the wood. On that project,
10% Timbor in warm water (one pound of Timbor powder per gallon) or Bora-Care diluted 1:1
with warm water were used to treat the wood. Joncryl 538 was placed over the borate as a 25%
solution in water. These formulations can be applied by low-pressure spray (eg., a sprayer
operating off of a tractor PTO). To be most effective, the entire roof and exterior of the structure
should be thoroughly wetted the day before treatments are to start. The borate should be applied
on each of two consecutive days followed by the application of Joncryl on the third day. Since
borates are mild herbicides, the vegetation surrounding the structure should be draped with plastic
during treatments, and following treatments the treating solution collected on the plastic should be
diluted with water (e.g., with a garden hose) and dispersed in the area surrounding the structure.
After these treatments are completed and the wood has dried (e.g., two weeks after treatment),
the water-repellent-preservative can be applied to the porch flooring and other areas. The wood
should be thoroughly dry before these additional treatments are applied. When the roof must be
replaced, either split western red cedar or baldcypress (Taxodium distichum) heartwood should be
used.

Materials
Timbor : $4000.00
Joncryl 538 2000.00
Spray unit 2000.00
Labor

2 workers - 3 days
8.  Reference drawing 1.0, 2.1 & 3.2 and photos 12 & 13

Carpenter bees have weakened the yellow-poplar beams over the rear (north) porch, but the
beams are still serviceable. Favorite nesting places for carpenter bees are in unfinished wood not
subject to direct sunlight. The white paint on the front (south) of Mt. Locust likely reflects
enough sunlight onto the south porch roof supports to make them unattractive to carpenter bees.
To discourage further carpenter bee activity the roof framing and supports for both the north and
south porches should be treated with the borate-Joncryl combination discussed above (7). If
further carpenter bee activity is observed, an insecticide registered for use with carpenter bees
should be applied to the holes into their nests and the holes caulked shut with a transparent,
flexible caulk. Any holes (approximately 0.5 inch diameter) to nests now in existence should be
treated and caulked as discussed above.

Squirrels have created openings at the upper wall on the rear (north) porch to gain access to the
attic. To discourage further access by squirrels, all openings to the attic or living space should be
covered with hardware cloth screening. Perhaps placing squirrel nesting boxes on the
surrounding trees will decrease squirrel activity in the structure.
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Armadillo holes are present beneath the front (south) porch and at the base of the fireplace
located near the right (east) wall. Since these holes may become nesting sites for other pests
(e.g., snakes, rats, etc.), the holes should be flooded with water to cause current occupants to
leave and then filled with gravel. The hole under the front (south) porch poses no structural
concern, but the hole at the base of the fireplace could make the brickwork unstable and cause
movement of the fireplace and/or chimney.

Materials

Beam treatment (included in 7 above)

Hardware cloth $30.00
Labor

2 workers - 1 day

9.  Reference drawing 3.0, 3.1, 3.2

The wood on the interior of the structure remains sound. However, a fan should be used in each
room and operated daily in warm weather to prevent condensation and subsequent growth of
mold fungi, on bed linens, curtains, painted surfaces and historic artifacts.

Materials

Portable fans $500.00
Labor

Daily during warm weather

10. Reference drawing 1.0, 1.1, 1.2,2.0,2.1,2.2

The chimneys and fireplaces very extensively repaired or rebuilt during the 1956 restoration and
are in good condition.

11. Due to the size and placement of windows, UV protection is not recommended. Artifacts
should be placed to minimize UV exposure.

12. Existing ceiling mounted smoke detectors in each room are unobtrusive. They are

connected to an alarm at the central operations building. Additional suppression measures
would be difficult to conceal.
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Maintenance Plan - Task 3

General Discussion
1. Exterior

The roof, siding, and porch roof framing supports should be treated with a biocide and water
repellent as discussed in “Observations and Recommendations - 7 & 8.” Following the inital
treatment, the exterior should be retreated after one, three and five years and thereafter at five-
year intervals.

Painted areas should be repainted as required.
2. Foundation Piers

The below-grade portions of the sassafras piers should be treated as discussed in “Observations
and Recommendations - 2”. Following the initial treatment, the bases of the piers should be
retreated with borate paste at five-year intervals. The bases of the fireplaces should be treated
with a registered termiticide, and the structure also should be inspected for signs of subterranean
termite activity at five-year intervals by a licensed pest control operator.

3.  Porch decks, windows and shutters

The porch decks, windows, and shutters should be treated as discussed in “Observations and
Recommendations - 4, 5, and 6”. Following the initial treatments, the decks and steps on the
front (south) and rear (north) porches should be treated annually with a water-repellent-
preservative (e.g., Woodguard) for five years and thereafter at three-year intervals. This can be
applied by brush, roller or spray.

Joints in windows and shutters should be flooded annually with a paintable water-repellent-
preservative. A small oil can with a spout can be used to direct the solutions to the joints.
Window caulking also should be checked annually.

4.  Porch roof framing and supports

Porch roof framing and supports should be treated as discussed in “Observations and
Recommendations - 8” to discourage the nesting activities of carpenter bees. These areas should
be checked daily during warm weather for any new signs of carpenter bee activity. If new activity
is observed, each hole should be treated with an insecticide labeled for use on carpenter bees, and
the holes caulked shut.
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Maintenance Plan

5.

Cleaning do’s and don’t’s

In general, follow the rule, “less is better’” when applying cleansers to historic wood. Cleansers
will destroy the wood patina, and the surfactants that many of them contain may affect the
efficacy of water repellents that may be used. Before retreating the porch decks with water
repellents, use a brush and water to remove soil or other debris, but avoid using cleansers.

Painted items can be cleaned with dishwashing soap and brushes. Do not add trisodium
phosphate to the cleaning solution.

Algae and moss can be periodically removed from the brick walkways by spraying them with a
10% Timbor (US Borax) solution in warm water. Since borate is herbicidal at that concentration,
avoid runoff to nearby grass.

Maintenance Checklist

Daily

®  Check cockroach bait stations (see IPM) for roach activity and replace as needed.

®  Check mice sticky traps for mice and tracking dust for signs of rats. Replace any traps
containing mice and smooth tracking dust surface as needed,

® In warm weather, place fans in each room and run them during daylight hours to prevent the
accumulation of moisture in historic artifacts and bed linens, etc.

®  Check the back porch support beams in warm weather for signs of new carpenter bee
damage. Treat the bee holes with an insecticide labeled for use on carpenter bees and caulk
them as needed.

®  Check the front and back port steps and handrails for signs of instability. Treat with water
repellent and/or replace these items as required. Replacements should be white oak
heartwood.

®  Check at the tops of walls on the back (North) porch for signs of squirrels gnawing boards
to gain access to the attic. Block entrance holes as required.

Annually

®  Flood joints in windows and shutters with a paintable water-repellent-preservative. A small
oil can with a spout can be used to direct solution to the joints.

°

Check window caulking for signs of failure. Replace as needed with a flexible glazing
compound.
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The front (South) and rear (North) porch decks and steps should be treated with a water-
repellent-preservative (eg., Woodguard by ISK Biosciences) for five years (1999, 2000,
2001, 2002, 2003) and thereafter at three-year intervals. Treatments can be applied by
brush, roller, or spray.

Flood the lower ends of the front (South) and rear (North) porch roof supports with water-
repellent-preservative.

Check under the structure for dens of armadillo, rats, or snakes.

In 1999, treat the bases of the fireplaces with a registered termiticide.

Three-year Intervals

1.

i

In the year 2001, retreat the roof, siding, and porch roof framing supports (on North and
South porches) as discussed in “Observations and Recommendations” - 7 and 8).
Beginning in the year 2003, treat the front and rear porch decks and steps with a water-
repellent preservative by brush, roller, or spray.

Five-year Intervals

1.

In the year 2003, retreat the roof, siding, and porch roof framing supports (on North and
South porches) as discussed in “Observations and Recommendations” 7 & 8, and thereafter
at five-year intervals.

Replace the borate paste at the bases of piers by excavating to either 18 inches or to the
footing (if less than 18 inches deep), remove the plastic wrap from the surfaces of the piers,
apply the paste (e.g., CuRap 20), cover the paste with a plastic wrap, and backfill around
the piers.

Check for signs of subterranean termite activity (e.g., presence of shelter tubes).
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The front (South) and rear (North) porch decks and steps should be treated with a water-
repellent-preservative (eg., Woodguard by ISK Biosciences) for five years (1999, 2000,
2001, 2002, 2003) and thereafter at three-year intervals. Treatments can be applied by
brush, roller, or spray.

Flood the lower ends of the front (South) and rear (North) porch roof supports with water-
repellent-preservative.

Check under the structure for dens of armadillo, rats, or snakes.

In 1999, treat the bases of the fireplaces with a registered termiticide.

Three-vear Intervals

1.

2.

In the year 2001, retreat the roof, siding, and porch roof framing supports (on North and
South porches) as discussed in “Observations and Recommendations™ - 7 and 8).
Beginning in the year 2003, treat the front and rear porch decks and steps with a water-
repellent preservative by brush, roller, or spray.

Five-year Intervals

1.

In the year 2003, retreat the roof, siding, and porch roof framing supports (on North and
South porches) as discussed in “Observations and Recommendations” 7 & 8, and thereafter
at five-year intervals.

Replace the borate paste at the bases of piers by excavating to either 18 inches or to the
footing (if less than 18 inches deep), remove the plastic wrap from the surfaces of the piers,
apply the paste (e.g., CuRap 20), cover the paste with a plastic wrap, and backfill around
the piers.

Check for signs of subterranean termite activity (e.g., presence of shelter tubes).
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Integrated Pest Management Plan - Task 4

Since registered pest control products and approved procedures change periodically, those using
this report should contact the Cooperative Extension Service at Mississippi State University for
products registered in Mississippi. Currently recommended pest control procedures may be
obtained by contacting the National Pest Control Association (NPCA). A copy of the “NPCA
Field Guide to Structural Pests” should be made available to those in charge of maintenance of
Mt. Locust.

1.  Wood Protection

The treatments and application techniques discussed under “Observations and Recommendations”
and “Maintenance Plan” are designed to minimize pests (e.g., fungi, beetles, termites, carpenter
bees) that deteriorate wood. The recommended biocides and water repellents work in
conjunction to minimize future wood deterioration problems. For instance, the borates are
effective fungicides and insecticides but have very low mammalian toxicities. Borates have the
added feature of minimizing corrosion of metal fasteners.

Water repellents impede the wetting of wood by precipitation and also serve to minimize leaching
of borates. Dry wood will not be colonized by fungi and is less attractive to insects than wet
wood, so water repellents also help to prevent wood biodeterioration.

2. Rodent Control

Squirrels have created openings into the attic of Mount Locust. As discussed in “Observations
and Recommendations - 8”, all openings into the attic should be screened with hardware cloth to
discourage squirrel entrance. Likewise, the creation of new sheltered nest sites (e.g., placing nest
boxes in nearby trees) may result in fewer squirrels in the structure.

No evidence of rat damage was apparent, but tracking powder and traps should be placed
throughout the structure along wall to floor intersections (e.g., along the baseboard behind doors)
to prevent the incursion of these animals into Mount Locust. Placement of traps and/or powders
should be done as recommended by a licensed pest control operator.

The presence of mice can be monitored using sticky traps. As with rat traps, mouse traps should
be located along the baseboards at wall to floor intersections at locations (e.g., behind doors,
under beds, etc.) where they will not be visible to visitors.

3. Miscellaneous

Armadillos should not be allowed to make burrows under the structure. Existing holes should be

flooded with water to cause current occupants to leave and then filled with gravel. Since
armadillo burrows also may serve as dens for other pests (e.g., snakes or rats), filling the holes
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may solve other pest problems.
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Photo 2 - Rear (north) view of Mount Locust.
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Photo 4 - Sapwood decay has reduced the effective diameter of the
sassafras piers supporting Mount Locust, but the heartwood remains
sound.



Photo 5 - The pier located to the rear of the fireplace on the left (west)
side of the structure is extensively damaged by both decay fungi and
wood boring beetles



Photos 6 & 7 - The window located at the
right rear (northeast) corner of the structure
is directly wetted by roof runoff. The lower
right side of the frame and sill are decayed
as shown.
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Photos 8 & 9 - The shutters for the windows located at the front and rear of the chimney on
the left (west) side of the structure are decayed.



Photo 10 - A large limb on the walnut tree located near the
southwest corner of the structure is decayed.
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Photos 12 & 13 - Carpenter bees have
damaged the roof supports of the rear
(north) porch (above). The front (south)
porch roof supports have not been
damaged by carpenter bees (right).
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LTS

Mound Plantation HABS No. MISS-159
(Chamberlain House) .
15 miles Northeast of Natchez, Miss. '

e e e

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY
CENTRAL UNIT—ST. LOUIS

Historic Americen Buildings Survey
A. Hays Town, District Officer
Louisiana National Bank Bldg., Baton Rouge, La,
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—~ . MISS-159

MOUND FPLANTATION (CHAMBERLAIN HOUSE)

N.s. 0l1d Natchez Trace, Cannonsburg vicinity, Jefferson Co., Miss. ..

RN S Vil : . ) . : .
' CERERA . : ;

varieties

Chimneys : de_, '{'p";ji_ck'. i

Interior e
Floors:
Door_s': 6-panel, 4-panel and“batten

Trim: | Moulded, mit ered.

Mantels Wood simple, early Georgi

changed in modern reroofing procéés ; most wlndows Thave heen
~replaced.- ‘ g

Outbund;ngs: No old outbuildings remain )
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MISS-159

Mound Plantation (Chemberlain House) 2

Historical Data

Year of erection: First portion about '1'778-80.
Bult for (first owner): Williem Ferguson.

: 'vA_rchit'eet or designer . Unknowne « -
| V;auilt by: Unknown.

Ori ginal _intemied use: Tavern.

“Notable ev ts' and occupants. :

Willia.m Ferguson built a one-room tavern in 1778 or not
later then 1780 on what is supposed to be an Indian mound
and also the site of a Spanish fort with stockade and moat,
near Uniontown, now extinct. A room at each end, then later
three-rooms across the back, were added after 1’783, or some
time around 1800, Other buildings on the: plantation of 1830
or 40 which have disappeared included, (1) a kitchem, (2) -
guest house ("Sleepy Hollow"), a 2—story log or brick" house
with brick foundation, 4 rooms, double chimmey, (3) slave
quarters, (4) overseer's quarters, (5) brick wa.].ks, (6) the
Stockade, (7) the Moat, . &

Erpars “MTE seems that Williem Ferguson, who may ‘or may not have
Verected the ‘oldest unit.of.the house, came %0 the Natchez

~ District in 1776 or 1777, and settled very shortly thereaiter
on the Mound Plantation property The - grant of the Spanish
Government to Ferguson to 500 arpents of land bears the date
of March 15, 1789, The Spanish deed was confirmed by the
United States Board of Commiasioners in 1805,

"It is known that Fergusen mrried a Miss Polina Burch in
1783. In 1800 he was sheriff of Pickering County, and died
during the same year.,  Shortly after his death, his widow
married James Chemberlain, Mrs. Chamberlain lived until 1843,
Her descendants continued to live on the’ property, until it

was acquired by the State of MlSSiSSippl for the Park Service
in 1937,.m **

References:

"Architectural Survey of the Chamberlain House or Mound
Plantation,®" by Stuart M. Barnette, Ass't Architect, N.P.S.,
dated August 14, 1937,."*



MISS-159
Mound Plentation (Chemberlain Hm_lse) 3

References: (Cont.)
"Preliminary Report.- The Chamberlain House and Depend-
encies of the Mound Plantation Development," by Fred P.
Parris, Ass't Architect, N.P.,S., dated November 18, 1937.*

*Typed copy attached.,

**¥From a letter to Chas, E. Peterson, October 7, 1940, from
Dawson A. Phelps of the Natchez Trace Parkway Project,

Prepared by I'. Ray Leimkuehler October 30, 1940.
F. Ray Leimkuehler, -
Architect in Charge, Central Unit,
Historic American Buildings Survey.

Approved: Emmett J. Hull Date Nov, 29, 1940
District Officer
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UNITED STATES A Tfi 23 WLe‘ ;
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATlONAL PARK SERVICE

JEFFERSON NATIONAL EXPANSION MEMORIAL
ST. Louis, MISSOURI

October 1, 1940
MEMORANDUM for Acting Superintendent Malcolm Gardners: e

We found that Mound Plantation House was a confusing hodge-
podge of early and late architectural details which are not
cleared up even after studying the reports by Messrs. Parris and
Barnette. I douwt very much whether plans for restoring the
building could be drawn until the architect has had an opportun-
ity to open up the walls and get every bit of evidence which might
be found. This.should, of course, be done for any restoration
job.

In making our drawings, which are rather limited in extent,
we have attempted to include only the earlier details such as
might have been in place when the building was a place of some
consequence on the old Trace. If the building is further worked
over, additional sheets should be added to this set.

A parallel exists in the case of the 0ld Rock House hers on
the St. Louis riverfront. It was first measured in 1984 when the
building was occupied and it was not possible to pry around behind
the modern walls and ceilings. Only two sheets of drawings were
made at that time. In the last two years we have removed the
modern parts and excavated around the walls. As a consequence,
we learned so much more that we had to prepare an entirely new set
of nine sheets of drawings.

I hope in any case that our drawings will be of some assist-
ance to the making of your plans.

Will you please give us any additional historical data you
may have (that is, anything of importance not mentioned by Parris
or Barnette) so we can incorporate it into the usual historical
notes which accompany our physical records?

Gl

Charles E. Peterson,
Senior Landscape Architect.
cc Chief of Planning

Mr. Zimmer
District Officer Hull
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REPORT OF STABILIZATION WORK
MOUND HOUSE
SECTION 3-W
NATCHEZ TRACE PARKWAY
AUGUST 8-16, 1944

At the instructions of the Superintendent and with the approval of the: Resident
Landscape Architect, Architect Smith, Maintenance Foreman Beasley, and, Chief, Ranger
Harryman travelled by govermment truck to the  Mound House, Section 3=W, Natchez Trace
Parkway, to assist in stabilizing and doing such work necessary to prevent the '
building from further deterioration.

Superintendent Gardner and Architect Smith had previously inspected the Mound
House. It was decided that the building was not safe for further ocoupancy, and
that sufficient work should be done to prevent further deterioration, until the

building could be restoreds

Since no skilled labor was available, Architect Smith, Chief Ranger Barryman,
Ranger Baker, Maintenance Foreman Beasley, and two colored laborers, did the
necessary work. Tools, some rough lumber, and incidental materials were taken
from the Headquarters Area. Fifteen rolls of roll-roofing were purchased in Jackson,
Mississippi, en route to the projects , 4 -

-In the operation of the work the remaining small part of the rotted front
porch floor, not original, was removed to eliminate. a hazard and to allow better
access to the foundation at the front of the building. The rear porch, not original,
was completely removed to eliminate a hazarde

The sills at the exterior walls had settled oconsiderably and were jacked up
and new sills and piers added.

Windows, doors, and siding were so badly deteriorated that it was decided to
cover the exterior walls with roll-roofing to keep the building dry. Fourteen
rolls of roofing were used for this purpose. The existing corrugated gelvenized
iron roofing on the roof was found to be satisfactory.

As a protective measure from fire and vandalism, & fence was built around the
building and the area within the fence was cleaned of tall grass, weeds and debrise

The work started about 1:30 PM, August 8, 1944, and was completed about 4:30 PM,
August 16, 1944,

Submit ted) by

Robert E. Smith,
Architecte



e e UNITED STAFES—~
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE o la
Natchez Trece yarionac par " —

FILE NO. 845-06.3

Jefferson County, Mississippi

A Historical and Archeological Report

November 22, 1941°

Dawson A. Phelps
Associate Historicel Technician
Natchez Trace Parkway

IMPORTANT

This file constitutes a part of the official records of the
National Park Service and should not be separated or papers
withdrawn without express authority of the official in charge.

All Files should be returned promptly to the File Room.

Officials and employees will be held responsible for failure

observe these rules, which are necessary to protect the ’ t;’{ ;
‘egrity of the official records. - )
ARNO B. CAMMERER, -
U 8. GAYSRNNENT FRINTING OFTION 6—7410 DiTeCtDT. C 4] (3 / b
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nesssrch on the history of the Mound Fouse was begun in
1957 Yy ~snistant Yistoriame Thowes L. Helffarnes and Bandle 3
Tragtt. It mes contimeed intzemittestly until $he fell of
1345 when, in anticipation of ths archaoclogicel iavestigntion
o1 the aven, ﬁha arthor of this report =mde a thorough inveatie
gation of the zvailables archival mutsrial.

The histerical informstion comtaimed in this reprt was
made svailabls o ‘zzosgiste ‘rehoslogist Jesse 3. Jsopings,
who plonned spd direcled Shy mrelhwolugical phase of the atuly.
zeavebion wes lemedistely supervieed by ir. Alberd O. tpmuliding,
itate apervisar, Iaiches Irnce ‘urkway-tori Frojesta idatnistre-
tion arshevlogienl Wvey, Cele (Geu2-823-368, Hr. Spsulding'a
unit report wes sdited %o xwite Chzpler T of this report,

in Joorusyy 1MC, = Tiodd ety Spom the illatoric imeriaon
uildlings Jurvey supaevised W J. oy Lelmikuehler meds an srgide
teotural survey of the Jouss, md subzliSed Ite reyort un Jet.30,

1240, HAIG 20, HINO-180.
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INTRODUCTICH

The xcund Plantation House and Landa sufficient for devel-
opment were acquired by the United Jtates in 1937 as par$ of
the perkway londs of seotion 3-¥ of the Eatchez Trace IParkway
in Jefferson County, NMississippi. Very little time bad bheen
evailable for research on the histary of the house; =0 it was
acquired largely on the basis of it traditional history. It
seemed that it had sufficient hiatoricel significance to justify
ita acquisition as one of the sites clogely associated with the
Ratchez Trace.

locally, the site is, =nd ssems, for many years to have
been known as the !ound Houss, It hes Deen surmised that at one
time it mkmwnasthgrermon'ravm. Xo sach nema has, how-
ever, been used in the records thus far exsmined. In 1842, rs,
Feuline Ferguson, in her will referred to the place as "Mount
Loeust, or the Bloomart trm."

It was said that the housoe stood on an Indiemn mound, and
that 1t hed been bullt ascmetime between 1775 and 1785. It was
also alleged that a Spanish blockhouse surrounded by a moat and
stockede had stood on the land, Its purpose wns to serve as a

frontier outpost, defending the Hatchaz ares sgainst raids of the

Choctaw Indians,

1. Lest ¥ill and Testament of Pauline Ferguson, October 28, 1842,

Jefferson County, liississippi, Probate Papers, Series A, file
158,
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Sborien wore told of low Ferguecon had used seme of the time

‘ bers froxm the fort in duilding his house. The rest of the lunbher

was peid to have been csrrisd from Hatches on pusk horsss. This
lurber wes dalieved to have been used in flatbosts which esrried
produce from Chic and Xemtucky to Halohesz, iAfter the garge was
unlosdsd, the bouts wers Droken up and the saliveged lumber was
s0ld on the open market, |

‘The Chomberiain fenily delioved that the house, us origle
nally constzusted, comsisted of one room and Shat additions were
erectsd until tke house was sven larger thon it s at present.
They also helisved that Yerguson, mnd ilrs, Zergason sfier his
death, operatscd the house a8 a Sawern cetering $o trevelors over
the Natches Trace. The sketeh betwess Deges 1 sud # of this re-
gngggggggg_aﬁﬁsg
sentetives of the Park Service ly lrs. Chemborlain.

Ae The lound House.

Be The Xitchen.

Ce Slsepy Zollow or the vusst use. 1% is said that the
gggaggggﬁgoganvrﬁlg
In consequenes, the Cusst fouss, consisting of Lur rooms, !5
Beilt just o the rear of ound licuge, Family tradition oa to
when this houoe was built is vague. o mention of this house hes
been found in any dosuments.

D. Hursery. 7This house was probehly a ane-rocm oadin, in
which the children of the alsve wonen who worked ia the flelds

32



were zojt whilo tlolir motless sould not take core of them. It
1 5ot wallkely tiat this kouss eiso served ea & dispemsery
where the sloves were irested by the Flantation physicizn,

e Overspeer's ilcuse, Mrs. Jehanie Chasberlain who lived
in the bouse from 1887 to 1237 saye thet the Overseer's Fouse
wag s$ill standing when she cmzme to live at the place. I¥ wus,
she saya, & two~room kouse with a double brick chimmey, tmils of
hewn lozs, dimensiomsz azproxinately 40f x 20Y, and faced slmost
dud eaab.

¥. {lave Cadins.

Go Imrns aad Storshouses.

A gexoful sesrsh has been mde in tle scurce utarialg in
the Kissispippl lspartuent of Spchives and History for zopes indie
cation of the appoarance of the Mound Hpuse in the emprly INinsteenth
cortury bub withoul result. Indesd, mo mention of the plaee hes
been found in any of the svaileble journals, disries, or books of
travel. It ia rather remsriable that thoe Hound House $3 not men-
tioned in tie journals of sny of the ;reachers or airenis riders
of the first iwo desadss of tha nineteenth contury. Those men,
perbaps, haolf a dozen, such ag Tilliex Winsps, lLassrner Nlechmen,
&nd Jucob Young, kopt careful end voluminous journals and mentioned
the nemes of perhazs lamdreds of families who lived in what is now
Adems, jerfsymon, and Claiborns Counties.

If it is deemed desirable, a fairly remrossutative desecription
of the appearance ol tie Hatchez area can be compilsd froa sccoumts

3



found ia the adove-mentionsd works. oince ths ares adjseent to
the lound ilouse has been in cnitivattcn since 1785, the appearance
of the couniry sround may ds very similay to what it wes during
the period of the maximm importence of the Hetchez Trece, say
from 1800 to 1328,

After the propeorty had bsen zeguired, 4% was reallszed the$
traditional informetion was not =dequate justification for dovels
opment, Consequently, it was detarmined thet e careful seareh
abould e mmde in the county racorxds of Jaflersen sad Adams
Counties and of loeal reecords of the Spenish Governmend of Nate
chex, which hevs been preserved in the /dems County courthouss,
for information concerning the histoary of this house., Frobabdly
four waokn were devoted Yy ths author of thia report to ressareh
in the abovee-mentionsd local records. On Fobrnary 22, 31242, a
TFA arsheclozisal hrojeet directed by iy, J. Ce Speulding under
the zene»al suporvision of iAssceiate Archeologist Jemse D. Jennings
began 1%3 work on the Nouzd Flamtation aite. The moject operated
for threa months and was suddenly jemminnted dbecause of 2 uecessery
redustion in the ¥FA ladbor quota, The major pertion of the work
orizinaily contomplstoed had been completed ut this Sime. The
m«d of this investizetion appears as Fart ¥V of this renart.

A preliminary amwrvey of the lbund House wes nade by Assistand
izehitoet Jtuart i, Bexrnette in July 19537, snd 2 report made in a
Hemorandwm for Lessrs. Vint snd Spalding, sugosd 14, 1987, Frther
study was mede by issistant irchitoet Vred P. Parris in thet yesr

4



aad a preliminery report wes submitted on licvember 18, 1937. In
1940 the Zistorie jmericen dullcings Jurvey mEde a messured dyawe
ing, #ze, HSe. 159, of the house which, with photoprephs and
writton historicel =nd descriptive dats, was prepered bty 7« Ray
Ledskuehler, ‘rehitsct in Charge, Contral Undt, HalS, en Ceto-
bor 30, 1360, and aproved by Distriet Officer, Hmmets J. Fall,
Hovember 29, 1940.
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THRE =CUNT HOGSE

The written history of ihe Xvund ibuss begsn when ila loca=
tion was noted on & plas of a survey of 325 arpemts of land mede

by Yilliam Vouasdasn, Usputy Jurveyor of the Spanish Covermment of

Fatchez in

L
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This treet of lend wes -art of g trzet originslly grented
by tae Ipitish Jovermment is Jokn Rloomerd on Apxil 28, 1796:
e George III . . « Do Cfive ond gsromt unto

John ¥lommerd . o o thot treet of land nitvated upon the
saters of Falrehilds Creex distant from Hatehos about Kightsem
¥4{les bounded on the svulia Lige by Vsaesnd Lend es alse on tne
fast and %est lines on the Horth Lias paxtly by Vacsnl lond
and purtlzr by | anda adviged to bes gractad do FRilip Xerwen.

2600 ama ,
- The idantlflcuﬁm{&‘the land decled by Crune to Fergnson

84 bemg a perxt of tho Blocmers traéﬁ regts os the fellowing
cartificaticon mede by willisn Voupden, ‘urvsyor, exploysd by the
Spanish Goverswent of latches, in 1785:

I 4o hereby certify that I nmve, at Ll spesisl roquest 3
desire of iIr W Perguson and Hpr Valtersan Crane both of the
diatriot afuresaid, surveyod and lsid cut for and in the pome
of him the said » Ferguson three hmndred snd tSwenty five acres
being ths moledy of a traet of land of siz mndred and fifty
agres granted in the name of Thanss iarmen 3¢ and 3014 by hism
088 cetholique majesty cs zaxt of Jcha m.amts contizeated
sropexty in the year 1782,

2/ W= Youndsn Depty survegd
Nutebsa Dee® 29 1785

1. Zubliis weecrd Cffige, cord of Trade, Jest floride Letters
Fatent,, 1772-1780, wl. M. EZs8. copy in ¥lamisaippi “Departemt
of rrohives and Hisborye. In 1805, Tunbar Sowland had coplss mada
of o copsidersdio number of doeusenis dearing on Hlssicglppl hise
tory [rom the adove-nsmed collvetion. These peapurs have Vesn boand
in 10 folio volumes under the title lsaisaippi Provineial srchivea,
Iaglish Dominion, The Hloomnri grmat appesys in vol. I, pe. 208,
Tkis oollection is gited hereafier as MPARD.

2, ritten Hvidences of HIotise Ha. 292, Thotostatle copy of
docurents presented by heirs o William Fermuacn $o ths Doard of
Cormisaloners joat of zearl Ziver Istablisbed by a low of Congresas
regalating the grants of land, and jwovidizg for the disposal of
the lands of the State of Tenmmasse . . « July 5, 18085, Repors
o, 292, files, Gemeral Laxd 0ffice, Tashington, D.C., o:.ted horpe-.
mur a8 “ritten Zvidengos.

7



. The traot wes dezeribed as Iollowss

Three Mmndred and twenty five arpents supsrfiscinl mescure
situate st Coles orcex bounded westwerdly by the landas of
Eangah lum, ¥orth by that of Uavid Odum, Sguth by vagant lend
and Zsgtwardly tiat of rs. Sersh Traly. =~

%hep the Geperel Land ITice mede guryeys of the lands 4a
the Hatchoz area, il zan the township linss and nsumbered ths
grants of laznd from tho Mriticd and lpenish governzmnta os
seotions. “his particular trect appesrs ss seotion 65 of TEN,
R1¥, land District fegt of Feerd Ziver.

&b the Gime of his death in 1800 ¥illiasm Ferguson cwmed
gnother tract of 500 srpents of land, which was glso a part of
the originel Bloomert trect. 7e do not kaow when Jerguscon an-
fered his petidion for this lasd. e {ind, howawer, thet a
dearee of $the Ipenish Coverpor of the Natehes Iiatriet lurch 26,
1784, dirsozed the surveyer, ¥illism Yousdsn, $0 survey and locste
thia land:

The Surweyay of Shis Distriet, Hilllswm Yousdan, sbaell go
meagure 10y this petitioner, iilliam Zerguson, The SO0 irpents
of lend, superficial, which hs apks for in this petition, amd
findshad, he stell drew up by countimmatlion of this dearee the
proceadings, algning it, zo that deing ecuntersigzned by the

Surveyor-Censral of this Calopy, Ton Cories Trudesu, the g?ro-
spanding titlea mwy de diapestched ¢ him by the Sovernow.

3. Idida.

fe Sme pixt on p.Jl of this rapors.

5. Zscoxds of the Spanish administratios of Hatchez are rro-
garved ia Yavens, Seville, and Zadchez. FPapers conserning
dipliomatis affairs, Indicn trade, mililary administration were
removed o Zow Qrissrs when Spain relinguished Hetahex to the
United States, and wore later removed, some tc Cuba, and the
othars %o Spain, Hecords of she local Civil sdministration, in
Spanish, Frengh, and ‘nglish, werw retained in Hatehez, have
. beea)found into 40 folio volumes. They ars mow on file in tis

office of the Choncery Clerk, idsmz Counly, Mizsisaippi. Thay
’ 8



Thilo tho Title to this tract aof lond besrz the date of
1789, it soens llkely tkat, {n sccordarcs with custees of fron~
tler goclety, 7erguson snterod irmediataly into jocaession of

- nis land, and probably btegan Tarming 1%. The dasd $o this traot

hears the dadts of Hereh 5, 1789¢

fon Carles Tmdean, royal surveyor of the rrovimse of Isuise

lana, sertifies that 500 sguere erpants of land (measwred with
the perche of the city of Jaris, 18 feet, king's meassurs, as

p used in this colowy) locsted in the district of Hetchez alongaide

the bayou cormonly cullsd Coles Croek, sbout 20 miles distant fo

the sortheast {rom Ford Margmire, partly bounded on %the easst Wy

lands of Tammab illiem and Jefse lum sl on the other side Ny

lands belomging %o your mejesty. -

TSN

\ LR

',.V h‘*’;_:*t\ =® S,
s iR

are arrangsd chronologically snd coms ist of dJdeeds, asctions at law,
settlament of ocatales, bills of sale, «nd gontructs of all kinds,

- Thorsly after the establisdrent of /dams County, a seleetion of
the more important decuments were translabted into Inglish by onder
of thas Couniy Oourt. & tranalation of all the documents in Yrench

9



Flat of the survey of thia tract of land bears the notation,

*HEickory corner of W Jergusons part of Blommayts confiscated
lond.®

The land above referred $o, granted to John Bloomart in
1796, continued in his cwnershiy until 17828, /i3 conssquencs of
Bloomert's teking rart in the sbortive revolt against Spenish
‘suthority im 1781, the land was confiscated:

e o o wa have seized end confiscated, tv the use of the
Xing, & Trect of land situate at the place called “Sayou Creek™,
centaining six hundred and fifty arperta, bounded sn the nortk
by land of the Yidow Truly, on the northwest by lamd of Dumm,
on the noprth Fast by lend of  breham idams, sad om anothsr® side

by lends mt’. od; upon which said trmet thers i85 o settls~
zZenk) o s o !

k4

Title to tt;e lsnds acquired hy Fergnson, & part or all of
the Bloomart tract, originally grented by the Tritish Covernment
in 1776, was: confimmed to his heirs on July &, 1865, by the
toard of Cosmissionera “est cf lesrl Tiver, in accordancs "with
8 law of Congress reguleting She grants of land, snd providing
fopr the dispossl of the lands of $he United States Jowth of the

3
Stets of Tenmmsses,

oy 3penish wes nede My the Yorks Progress ‘dministration in 1530
1938, Documents from the originsl are cited as “panish Records,
with velume and page. Docwmenta from the idsms Jounty trengla-
tions are cited as Ilpenish Zecords, Translations, volume number
%4B,C, ete., with psge. 7The ¥FA translations are cited as Spenish
Reecords, Translstions, volume pumder in Tomsn numerals, and page.

e Frittoc Pvidences.

7. 3panish De¢ords, Trenslations, vol. A, P. 2443,

2o Ibide

10
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Pept of flat of Original Survey, TEH, AW
Innd District Sest of Peari Rivoer.

Thase lands, asguired Yy .?er@san in 1785 and 1789, appesy
a3 seations 89 and 86, TEH, N1Y%, Land District UFest of Feerl
fvar. ark Repger Cleude ~, Wagmer, Jv.,; mede 2 adudy of thia
ares in 19391240 and found that the site of Willism Ferguson’s
residence, as shown on the 1755 plat, is identlienl with the
loeation of the ifound ‘Ouse as plattsd on ‘seistant Ingineer
Co We Stumpt map of 19-39.'91 ‘gecrding to the Chamberistn fently
tradition, tis house has not besn destroyed by fire. This is
sonfirmpd bty She m&wiogiml mmamm.oz Br, feCe Symalding

10
in 1%4l.

Yo Nemorandams Clmmde i, Wagrer, Jr., to foting Superintendent,
Hareh 2, 1940, Appendix,
10, Tepor: af s. 2. Jpaulding, Part V,
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From the above cited evidense, 1% ia jomatdbls to dabe,uithin
narrow limits, $he tims when the lound House was duilt, It io
spredfleally noted in the 1785 plat Shat tho house then stood on
its gresent location. That "there was no asttlmmsnt® on the Sraoct
i3 alzo stated in the ast ol the Upmnish governor, 1782, in con=
fiscating John Hloomart's propsriy. Therofome, it was ereoted
semotime between 1782 end 1783, :

Femily tredition holds thet Ferguson morried plina Rureh
in 1783. The atrrectness of thiaz delisr is coniirmed by a
statepent mede by Mrs. ferguson in 1794. Iz a pstition %o the
Sovermor asking {or the settlemsnt of her father's estate, she
salds

Your peiitioner hega leave to think it high time thmi a
rrriition should be made especlielly to your vetilioner who hes
benn morricd near eleven years, has Iiva mmall children, @

e nevor stand MOre in med of Mox rert then % rosent

I% »ould soenm, thereofore, thst Ferguaon creeted the house
to receive his Wride, ard that svent coouryed in ailhor 1722 ar
1783,

To the objecltion thai the houme was erscied on land zot
owmed by Fsrguson, e following facts offer a sudstantisl
refutation: |

1. In the Lfrontier courtry it wes the ordinary raeiice
{for tho settler to éelnct 2is lsnd, move onto it, aerect hias

bouse, and begin farminy Lefcrs securing tille, Such cvents

11, spsnish Hecords, Yed, 4, 179, Transletions, vol. =,
Pe 289,

12



ococur over and over on the /mericen froutier, end the Natches
Cistriet, even though ander Spanish rule, was Americen in ito
soelal arganization. It is estimeted thet more ithen ninsty
per cent of the nopulation in 1790 was Tnglish-apesking,

3. Perguson waas, in 1782, attempting to secure a deed %o
- 300 srpents of land from Jilse Crane., In 17‘77,']%:188 Orenn
made 2 bond Of 500 pourds to “ililem Mlliems end 511lisn Sergu-
son, to Do roleased after Crane had delivered $le deed to 300
sryents of land, In lml,}‘gwmm degan suit Yefors the mu-
nar of {atohesn %o eonpol Crane t0o deliivsr the doed. The wit
contimad until the 13%h o June 1783.% uhtah time C:m wos
ordered to deliver tha deed liderssing the 300 spemts of land to
Fergusor. It seems likely that Ferguson hnd seledated the lond
in question aund takon josseasion of it defore getting doced %o it.

Agcording to femily tredition, the originsl house consisted
of one rocm. b uritten ovidemce confimaing this Smet has doen
unoovared, vot it aeems likely that such wes the case., Assistart
Arehitect Stuert i, Darnstie, xbo wanined the structhwrs in 1937,
gems to agree!

The aldest part of the structure comprises the regent living
room and the attlio adove. Concrete evidences of this faal zay be
found 1in the frsming in both the attic and foundations, In plan

this unit measures approximately 16 faet by 20 feet. Today, of ths
old part of the house, the chaxphored ceiling beewms, two pair of

13, darcus L. Hansen, "The opulation of the tmeriesn tutlying
Rng.mu in 1790," The imerican Histcaricel ‘ssocistion, /npual Zew
1953, 3 vols. (?ﬂsh’.wn, 19’38), vole I, Do wSt
E. 3panish Legords, Transliations vol. IX, p. 248.
14. Ibid., pp. B00-207,
15, m, The 236~238.
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8ix~1ight windovw sesh with pert of the ariginel frames, ths front
door, now lnearporated in awtier jart of the house, the exsterior
shutters, framing, clapbosrds on northwess wall, scse fleoring,
and the greator pert of the chimney romein and are origissl. 4n
sarly mentel which mesy have been the Tirst to de incorporsted in
this room pow frames tde firenlace in the north dedroom. This now
omploys scme mouldings, which are not conterporery with the sarliest
interior irim found in the houze, Imt st the sene time the genersl
spirit and charsoter of this muxtel ss a whole would lead ome to
feel thot these monldings mey Lave deen added lster or replaced
othey cerlier cnes,

The exterior shutters dessrve some apecisl congidaration for
their umisusl cheracteristics. First of sll they have four almost
aqually sized aclid pemels and are in ono section, that is; instesd
of heviag %wo leaves, sach of which would be lmng from tde jembs ag
i3 the gorarel custom, the almtter iz 1ike a mini
hung from one jemb on "H™ hinges end socured ab ths oppesite side
with a single wroughs irea hook. The stiles and -

opposite side the panel which started below the

stiles and reils rises by means of a broad splay %o projeet deyomd
the face of thene fruaing members, '

of the aplay srd the panel faes. 2All of these festures are in a
fair state of [wreservation.

7he disposttion of the originsl openings in the taree sides,
sortheast, scotheest, and scuthvest now onvlcaed hy additions made
subsequent to sxeetion of original unit, can be determined only by
resoving thelir reapective finish So permit an exrmination of the
freming in such walls. The doors, fremes, and trim now appesyring
in these walls bdelong tc the late auto~-bellum pericd. It is robe-
bdle,however, that the uwindow now in the northeast sud onee ocsupied
the position now usurped Ly the large southwost bedroom dosr and
tiat a amall aingle dcor stood where the north loaf of the doudlae
door to the rear hall pow stemds, The fireplsce rantal ingsoryoreted
iz this room is also mnte-bellum., 48 hms previcusly besn stated,
it i3 beliaved that the mantel in use in north bedroom may have
been the ariginal piege. This could be repaired and reset in its
original position. The ariginel {romt door emplayed Letwesn the
two bodrooms on the scuthwest end of tho house oounld alss Yo relo-
cated $0 resune the sexvioce for ulich it wns originally

1

|

The stumpn of what are belisved to heve been oeiling Jjeists
appesy on the exterior of the scuthwest wall ond ars interpreted
ag evidenne that & frout Dorch once axtended soross thess three
bays of tho original deildinz, ircheclogiosl cxsavedions at this
point mey roveel the foundebions of such o poreh snd when it is
possible to exwmine the roof frsming witdout its covering it is

tha from% plate dissiose scme evidencs & :
‘ﬁglg h:) =y % mabstantiate

14



The metchod giding on this geme elevetion was probably it on
in the sightean thirtiss end was {n all likelihood superseded Ly
beaded weatber boamiing like thet to be found or the scuthwest well

of the rser oteir hall, OSuch bosrding also smat have sppresred on
the two ends.

in offset appesrs high up inside the chimmey stuck ard is in-
terproted as svidence of retopring which prodably oscurred at the
tims the northensst fromt bedroam wing was added. Time and the

olements bheveo not deslt listd iy with the chimneys of those enrly

houses and in most ceses of cuch early strustures retoppiog hae
tasn necesBATY.

A more obvious inmovation is the aorrugalted iron roof w
supplanted the originel covering of wood shingles of sm.m

If tho tradition is sorrect and the house was originally a
one=-roomsy, it probedly remained so until 1799, Origiaal billas,
as cited below, Lfor labor and pmteriala sre now filed in the
records of the prodate of Ferguson's astete,

1799 Dp. Tilliem Ferguson

5

To ceiling 5C0 feet & 37 dolls per squars 27,,%
618 foet 2 dolls x ditio 81,4
71 Zfest [imnjs:s 13 per 2itdo 13,,28
71 feet washbozxds T per ditto 4,,3
71 feet Ceaping 2 do por 4itto 4y
1%0 feet partition @ 71 pr Mand 10,,4
Tront plece l0,,3
vaking two hall doors 2 8 esch 2,,4
Casfpg two hell docora e
¥aking elosat door 2,,2
Casing smsll hall windoss 4,,7
Casing Closet dcor 2,4
Casing large hall window 1,,3

Cesing ssmll Closet door
Iaking 2 ahutters

plainiag and putting up 2 joists 2,,%
Laps for Celling 1,"
hanging doors amd windows in the hell 2o
Cesing tuo doors 2 3fessh 8,,
Meking 2 atntters 2 1 ssch s
Heking 30 lites sash & /2 each Teod

salling up & weatder bhonrding 2 squares 4,,

16. Hemnrantdun of issistant .rchitect Stuart (. Darnetie o
f#esars, Spalding and Vins, ‘ugast 14, 1939,
5



Freiming Gallery ' 15,,

iaying Callery Flcors Dy

howing ailla for Gellery Ses

sswing blocks 250
Dalls 179,,6%

John Hailer being duly sworn seith Shat ths ¥otote of

#liliea Fergusen decemased 1z justly indebted unto him

in the sum of one hundred and sewvepty nine Iollers sad
aix bite

fwora hefors e |
thiz 11 Pay of Xareh lggl) “o0n SAdth
Reed contents in DIl 18202 fov &

John Hafiler
Mr. 9illiss Yerguson du.
To 3iles L Tayns .
1799
Zep 19 - To eash by son 22y we———
. to Zert of a piese iualin T
.Cotober 8. to sglzm. Flammel ¥4 8. 4
1210 3a1ls /3 4. 4
0 ta 1 2rtdle 4.4
paid Ceorge Cochran fop yomu 2 -
Tour Zlacksmith lesd et Union Town D4
Jhosing your Morse ut talontown 1.
Cre % -
2y ota af heand %o you FLR.4 22.4
3Tk
Ta 58 panes of Glass 12 §
3 20-8

Zy 12 Tunes Clesa there Dedng)
only 12 rmones in each window )
at the Iton fifteen in two |} o g =2
of the windown and one with )
2 ypsnes wmaich mekes 56 penes )

¢ 2l IR —

£

They sews to show that o cqésmmhla imgrovenent wes made
4

1/

on Fergusom's houge. A brief study of the itemized bills, emd
& somperison with surviving giatnnn led Junior Arekitect

17. Jefierson County, illssicsippi, Zrobete ~apers, Seriee A,
7ile 138,

i



Ve Co Sloane, Comtiral Design 0ffice, Nationml Furk Service,
Columbus, Ohio, in i24) %o believe that the bill was for duilding
additions consisting of the northeast and scuthwest lromt rooms,
and perhaps a portioc cn the southwest end.

Ho dooumentary avidence, altbough a aaroful seerch has deen
rnde iz both the jdams ond Jjeiferson dounty regords, hss been
Zound econcerning subsequent history of the house., Family tredi-
ticn indioetes thet (urtheyr sdditions and chienges have been mada,
o determine the nature and date of such changes lies rathex
within the provinee of an architect $han thet of a historian, =nd
can be doue only when a aompetent hiastorieal apchiteat with ade-

auate lebor has been assigned to this task,

17
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¥ILLIAL FEROUSCH

Mothdng is uown ol the origin or esxly life of Williem
Tarmson, the msn sho, more than 180 years azo, erested his ono-
room house on a srall knoll overlosking Coles Creel, 20 miles
northeast ol Ketohez, The Chasberlsin Jemily zays he was a
Virginiexn., Lo writien evidense, from which the correstasss of
tils visw can be determined, oxiats in the recoxds of the Spanish
aduinistresion at Notches or in the ressrds of ‘dems and Jeffep-
son Countise, iiiseissippi. Wm,m
Jowever,-ia unilicaly, He is imown 0 have been ia Natoez as
eerly as 1776. Hexas a Jerchand, and @ Virginiamwes unlitely
1o sugage-inx mehk type of msinecs;-

The sarliest mention of a Perguscn nems in the Netehsz srea
wes nede in 1771 when Tdward lesdge,an zgent of the Idritish Gove
ernmend In JFeat Floridm, recarded his oWlom of a trip mmde
tarough ths provinses of Jest rlorids in 1770 and 1771, Hecs re-
povted tint omong the 64 iahkebitents living st Hatchex or in ita
vioinity in 1790 waa one Semmal Ferguson, his wifes and thrse
ckildren. 7hers is a remote pessibility thet Willimxs wea a
relative azd followed Smmuel S0 Natelhiez &8 some later date.

It i3 quite prmbable that Ferguscon wes in Hetohes as early
as 1774. Some of the plesdings and toatimony of 2 suit ixn whish
Farguson was seeking to enforce the WMomatabmgimby

1. idward L. Hesge,Harrative of s Journay through Jeveral Farts
of the Provinges of vest Florida. Ko WPLID, YOl. IV, p= 7.

1a



Silas Trons in 1774 to perfect title to 300 arpente of lend and
geonvey 3t to him, have been pregerved., Ferpuson wes esgociated
with ¥illiom ¥1llizas asd @ con by the neme of lum, The latter,
Frobably, 1o one of the Lun fexily who owned the tract of lemd
adjoining, on tho acril, the lunds of Fermusen, Crane admitted
khat ho gevo the boznd %o oerguson and ¥illi-me, and explained
i1ta auiure. He togtifisd thet he hed murvoysd land in 1774 at
tie request of lum ami Uoapeny. “arlisr, he hed refarred %o the
"Louse ol Lum Ferguscn zud Compmuy® in sonneotion with the seme
trmutim.y

#1bhough there iz no direet mantion of Terguson's Iresence
in Fakehez, the Iresumption s strong that he mes thers at the
tire, II such Ue tho fact, tho tredififon thet he was & Virginian
vewy peobably 1o untrue. Very {ow, i any, of tha settlars in the
Brities province of fest Florida who arrived Before 1794 omms fronm
imerivd. (08¢ were Iritish. . nericam nisnvntion ASd not degin une
11 persacution in the zevoliing colonies drove mazy loyalists cut
of e ocuak ‘2/

%o xnow tkat Jilliacm Uerguson lived in Hatelesz in 1778 and
that e was then sagsged in the mreentiia business. In 1788, ‘h

&eve testizony before a Spamiszh cowmrt snd preduced for its record

2. Dond of silae Ursaw %o Silliom Willieme and 981l%an Terguson,
Spanish Records, Tranzlations, vol. II, pP. 246-247.

5, Tetition of Silas Creme, Duc. 9, 1768, 1bid., Dp. 255-254.

4o Fetition of 4las Crese, Juno 12, 1782, ibif., P 238,

8. Petition of S5ilas Crane, Jan, 38, L7882, 1bid., Pe 252,

Ge Cocil Jobnaon, "Expansion in Test Ylorida, L790-1779,%
¥ississined Ualley Historicel Hewiew, vols I, Ppe 481-43G.
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a statement of fhencis Fisher's ascount with him, s follows:
¥r. ¥psneis Flsher

1776 To 7illiam Ferguson

Hey 27 7or 1 Tasding hoce 1l o=
* 25 yde aheeting b L 1
" 3 yds Cottonsde S " &
* 1 gquire paper " 4
" 3 arts Fum l ® 4 22wy

June 27 * 2 __.'mden_.? A % =
7 3 yd&s Cotloneds 3 * &
® 2 Gembletts " e+ 3
* 1 vhite Shirt - -

July 19 # 1 yord fine ILinen 1 * .
" 3 poones threed 1% 1 * %

Hovember 3 ~ & P Suger . 1 » 4
" R " (oifes 8

Supre Or 32 " 83

im? >

Harelr 31 ¥y Cash 6 = S

1779

Cot L Iy ¥ cash in fall 16 "p/2

32,,5/2

fetohes iaych 28, 1787 I do hereby Certify the sbove to be an .Z/
axest copy of Irancis Fishers acoﬁ on ny Dooks. %ill Ferguson,

‘This document proves timt Ferguscn in 1776 uan.éozna general
narehandising Musineas., It would seem zlso fIom the faat that he
was extending credit that he uwes well ssteblisbed and had beem doe-
ing busimsss for several years,

In 1777, we £ind that Yerguscn ses still in the meroantils
tusiness, In that yeer, 31les Jraue made 2 dond %o ¥illism
2illiams and ¥illiem Terguascom, There ia, of course, no may of

imowing, wut 1% is a good guess, that Ferguson had not YHeen doing

7. Sponisk Negorda, vol. IX, 2. 358,
20



g0 well in Musiness, and to increase the capiisl in hias business
he had talten in a partner. 2uch an explapstion seems 1ikely when
wa racall thet the Var for imerican Independence wes then in rwow
gress and thed Orivish shipping wes suffering f{rom the depredations
of Americsn xrivatacra,

The next Deop we get of Tergueon iz for tho year 1778, YNe
togtified in the cowrt of the Spanish governor of Natchesm:

e » ¢ L had a warvent from Col. Commgndant, John N 0illivesy
to set as Clexrk of $he Jarrison and works bearing dete thas 24 op
'_25 Segtember 17?8 t111 the 10_ Y g)mher following, the within nesed
¥r Alexmnder ¥ Intosh Commanding,~

It seems likely that FJerguson served in the army during the
Spaniah invesion orf the colony of Yest lorida 1779-1781., This
is indicated by the fast that Zerguson, on Cotoder 4, 1779, vitg
80 other aitizens signed an address %o the Commandent 13, Col,
Dickson:

s o o Dag lJemve $o return yvou harewith our most sincere thanks

Por yowr genorous and dismtomteiq?ﬂmtim to our welfars in the

capitulation of EBaton Fouge « + «
The most rossorgblae oxphmtlon. for the mskinx of sach an sd-

dress wes timt the aigners hed heen menbers of the gerrison at

Baton fouge and wers exchonged through parole Yy Dicksonts stfoﬁs.
Suring the years 1781 to 1784, we mow that Farguson contimed

to live in the Hatehex area, Nurinz this time, he was involved in

a mmber of lawsuits involving the sollsetion of dadlis and the

8. spanish Teccrds, Tranalations, vol. 1I, pp. 246-247. ¥Williems
apperontly Dad o Dpitish graat ilor 00 zores on Joles Ureek. iU aay
rate Sersuson's heirs presextod a glaim for this lasd, which they
alleged was granted in 1776, The claim wes rojected for lusk of
evidence.

9. IDida., 1788, vole. I, Do 46,

10, iddreas to (%, Col. Dickson, (ok. &, }.779’ HPLF, vol. m
P 173,
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ownership of slaves und horses. ‘‘he recerda of these suits 4o not
seen to be particulerly enlighteming eithor as to adcial comditions
or ta give any sigmificont detsils of Ferguaon's 1ife, heace they
are not oited,

From the records of these cusos, wo krow that Ferpuson wes
aperating zs a plentor and evidently had 8 considerabls sroa under
cultivetion, s be hLired Noel Jittaean 28 overseer fur the season
of 1783, In a mit, Terguscn ccuwplained thet $he insolence and
lnima of Pijtumn was 50 «reat thuat he was compelled to dismiza
him, Since it was at sbout this time thet Ferguson settled sn the
tract of land wxhich was $o De inown as the ound TFlantation, it is
quite likely the avents above dosgrided ccouwsd 2% the burd TFlane
tation, |

in 783, Ferguaon wes =mrried to Jollms ek, spd spved to
found Plantabion just bafcre ar after his marriage. He continuned
te live at this place until his death im 1800 or 1501. Ye have
fow details of Fergusom’s caresr during this jeriod. He scaxs to
have besn fairly prosperous sud to mve zcoumulsted whet mas a
considarable propezty for the period., le sesms, also, to have been
2 msn of some prominence in his commmnity. This is evidenced hy
the fagt that he was sppointed aloalde for the Colss Crask Distries
2 wor

Furtber indiostions of this come from the feet that Frentisas
Sargent, firat overmor of the Territory of Nississippi, on Sep~

tember ¥, 1799, appointed 71lliam Ferguson tc be the first sheriff

11, 3panish zfecords, Trenslatioms, vol. G, p. 107.
iz. 39@13!3 f'md‘, TrnnMiﬂM, vol. 11, PDs 40=50,
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of Plokering Gounty, renmmod Jefferson affer the Republisen triumph

.}E/ .

of 1800,

Shortly =fter appointment 0 this of flee, Ferguson, Cearge
Cocbren, John Girault, ¥illiom loss, and Jues Truly were eppointoed
trugtoes of tho Sown of Uniom, according %o a Plokeying County ine
denture. it is mope probedle, howevor, Shat the men slmply organized
themselvos as trustees to coguire the zroperty as no sot of inecryve
ratlon 1s %0 be found ia the Masisaippi Territorial resords, On
Jeptember 14, 1799, lerguson dy indenture conveyed to the sbove
nzwmed trusteos:

all thet trmet or parcel of land (held dy Spanish Titles)
oituate lying and belng in the County of FPickering aforesaid,
containing Sixty Six zcres and bounded zs follows {Via,) on ihe
North, “Tesd, Couth, and pert of the fast by lands Belonging o
tha said William Jerguson, and & branch bheotween the ssid Town
Iand, end the said Washington Durebes Flantation, $o the main
Coles Croek, with tho seid Creek %o where it izkersects lands
of James Truly, sold to idem Inyder, of the time of ouzvey
sypears by a plsld and plan of azeid towmn, hareurto annexad.

Yo record a8 %o (b sireumstancen of Farguson’s desth is Lnown
to exist, nor is 1t possidlo %o determine the date. TFamily tradi-
tion also is silesnd on thia poiat. It cccwrred sometime hetwesn
August 1, 1800, when be transaitted fj{thu povernory of Hississippd

18
Territory the returz «f an election, and Jareh 2, 1801, whkan Jolm

Girsmls, “rodetes Judge, Alckering County, sppointed two citizems

13, Jomrnal of the Ivdiazn Derartuent, 18503-1808. Hss,, HWUH.
Contains lisnt of occunty officers in iiussissippil.

14. ¥illism Perguseon $o Trustess of Union, Jeiferson County,
Hias,, Deed Took i=-l, Pp. 10=17.

13, Zarguacn te Jargent, ug. 1, 1800, ¥sa., Heosissippl Terri-
torial Fapars, §ile &, Folder 0. 1, Ho. 43, MVdH.
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"to make an inventory and sppraisement of the goods end chattels

s/

of #illism Ferguson . » « decesged,.”

by $he erders of the ‘robete Comrt:

following 1z s invemtory of Yarguson's sstate ss sappraised

A trus end perfect inventory of ail the goods, Chattels and

personal ¢atate Lands & Tenmments of m Ferguson Zsg late of the
County of Pickering - decomsed, mude by us whose narms ares hersunto
sabseribsd, the 18 day of July 3.D. 18061
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Two Mnndred Thirtsen sares of
land on Colez Creek worth Une Thoussand
& Sixty five Dollars

(1]

e A% 35 B8 8% W

Pive Hundred acres land on Ysters Coles
Oreex worth Fifteen undyred Dollarsn

B 4a 0% PR me w¢
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Two Hoodred fifty =2cwea lLand om the weters of
8%, Cethordins =02th even Hundred & Fifty Dollsrs::

£s
Coe lnandred Jifty acres land ou sxne weters worthi:

-~
Lo

four hundred {ifty dollars. 1

-4
One Dusdred Fiity acres Land on seme mators worth::
Jour Hundred & Fi{ty Dallasrs 38

it
Horse beasts worth Seventy Five Dollars 32
Twenty dead of Hogs worth furty dollars 11}
Tindsor chairs worth £iffeen dollars 33
Two old trunks worsh Two dollors ’ 3
Twe feather beds worth Thirty dollays H
Two poplar Stables worth fHwr dollars $e
fmna bedstead worth Three dollers 3]
Une ax and two old boes worth Swo dollisys 32

One old Deak wordh four Zellars

Jne old Jaddls worth ten dollers

5ix piatea on dish & six Xmives and fopks all
old worth two dollers

Four old Chairs wourth cne dollar Tif%y Cents

two iron pota & one oven worth Three Dollara
one Coifes pot {old) wmerth two dollars

old lookinz zlsss worth ons dollax

Torty four Mrad end nine dollurs & 21fty cenis

uu“n»uunuu
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#
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i
15, JefIersom County Irobete Tapers, Serdes A, file 1%58.
17. Ibid.
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The me throms 1ittlas light om the queastion of wiwmther
or not Ferguson opmtad a Zavern. Jfrom the itams listed it wmould
seas thed his posseseions wera not suifieient to takoe care of -a
fanily of nine, seven children and two adul$s. This ia not con-
clusive, however, ap irs. ferguscon owmed &t lsast one slave, and,
it is juite likely, sther property as wall. 10 here we can say

oply of the traditioa that tha bHuilding was = stand, aot roved.
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TAULIAR SEROUSON

The moat interesting personclity wbich smerges {rom the
study of the rather Iregmeztary sod often confusing documents
end traditiona of the ;?erguncn-ehamb;rlain femily is Teuline
Fempgusons “he was, accordinz to family tredition, the daughtar
of ¥ra. Tlizabeth Turch, of Tirginia, the widow of a Nevolutione-
ery soidier, who asttled in the Natokez area im 1778, 1In 1783,
‘emline or Volina, 2s she somatimma signed ber nsme, beeams the
wifs of %'iillijm Fferguson. Iy thias marriege, she had 7 children.
Temily tredition further represents ilrs, Jerzuson as deing a
very industriocus snd bhardworking businesswomsn, and that it wss

iargely through her offorss the f{ammily beseme prosperous.
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After Williem Terguson's death in 1800 or 1801, she mrﬁeﬁ
James Chemberliain, sa’ié to have coms from Virginia. After her
socond marriage, she had four children, Little is known of Chame
berlain., His nome rarely appeers in the Family records. The date
of his death does not appesr in the Pemily Bible. That hs was still
alive in 181C is inown, because his nume sppoars in a State consus
for that ywr.y}?amw tradition has nothing o s2y about Chamber-
lain. 1o nemories have bBeen mreserved as to any of his sctivities
or what happemsd to him, His fate becomes a somewhat intriguing
mystery, becauge, in later years, his wife dropped the name Chame
berlain and signed all papers and documents as Tmuline Ferzuson.

This name appears on her tombstone waich is located in the Family

gemetery not Lar from ths house.

" -
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1. Census of 1810, Jefferson County, Missisaippi, Mass., XDiH.
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WAS THE MOURD HOUSE A TAVERN?

Cne of tim most pesrsisient traditions concerning the Mound
Douse is that until about 1843 it was 'ona of the Stands to accom~-
modate travelers over the Natches Trace. The matter was touched
on in the section dealing with 7illiem Ferguson, but =s was stated
little or no documsniary svidense was noted,

4 reeord of the mrocsedings of the Jjefferson County Cours,
1802-1832 (3 volumes), about 750 peges, was carefully examined
for a reeord of tavern licenses having besn grantedAtc} Yersanson
or ¥rs, Ferguson, or to her under the nsme Chamberlain, o such
record was found, .

It would seen tha_t the tradition concerning the uvae of the
houss 28 a tavern M'l’l&& %o about 1800 is incorreet. Iu the
first plseco, thers was little travel over the Trace st this time.
sw, a one-room bouse would scarcely be used for such a pur-
pose, | |

The origin of the tredition, however, can sasily be accountad
for. Usder frontier conditions travelers through the wilderness
stopped st every house end it 1s quite likely that such was the
osse in this instance, -

m snlargement of the ﬁmo.. in 1799 night hnvp been made fox
the purpose of woviding scsormodations for travelers over the Trace,

The acquisition of the Natghez ares by the United States in the yeer

1. Natehez Trace Perkway Survey, Senate Doocument 148, 76th Congress,
34 Seessiom, pp. J0-35,
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1798 ineressed travel hetwsen Retohes and Heshvills., It is,
therefors, not unlikely thet Ysrguson mrepersd to take adventege
of this incresse. In 1600 tha mail wes regularly carried detween
t.o above-menticned places., 1hia wction undoutiedly wes influen-
tial ln bringing sbout a great inaresce in trevel.

Awther of e faully $trediticns which teands to support the
gonteniion oi his gxlstencs of a tavern la that s Swo-story, foure
roon, log house oslled Sloepy follow was built ddrectly back of
the house and wus used am a yuest louss, The archeolagical repors
on tids site shews that a building once stcod on this site. It
was not possible, howevar, to treee the foundation limesg. The
faot that a Wmildinz stocd on the dasignatad site conlirms the
tradition.

The Chamberlain family tell & mmber of oiroumstantial stor-
ies convexrning suests af the taverm., Uhile they eannet de confirmed,
the very fact that they have been remembersd Senda $o sapport the
visw that tho house wes used as a tevern, /mong such tales are:

l. That Junckson stayed at the Stavers in 12135, and that he,
with Gemersl William Carroll, revisited the plaece in 1832, It 1s
possidle to chegk on thiz latter dete and sxaminstion of Jecksom
papers reveslsd that he was 2t the Harmitage at thas time, ‘thile ide
date is obwicusly an erroy, the possibility thet Jackzon did spond
s Christass et the tavern is not sxolnded.

8. It is seid tuet on ons oecusion news reached the tavern

that cholers had made its arpesrance at Jmtohez. The news wes 8o
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terrifying that one of the guests collapsed at the t:ble and died

from shook, Fe wes duried in the Fmully cemetery not fer from the
kounzo,

Se It iz a3uid thal on one ocension two strangers Decams aX-
cn;eg in a polisicel e.rgmns with one of ¥rs. Ferguson's sons and
that one of thom violently attacked the boy, Bl just at tikat @mnt
the lmge negresss coming into the room, sew what was happening,
dropped a plotter, and threwx one of ithe essailanta through the
docoyr, tius exdiing the fight,

Such tales, impoasidle of verificetion, tend Yo suprort the
belisef Shat the house was actumlly used as a2 tavern.

The following is an inventory of mp. Ferguson’s revsonal
property made after her death in 1849, It, %os, is inconolusive
on the tavern mstder, This might dDe expocted, however, as the
{wentory was made seven years sfier the date on ahieh it is be-
lieved that the %avern ceased te opersie.
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ir the hcuse wss 2 tavern, such a fact should de noted in
travelera’ Jcmmls or diaxries. Thoss available in Missisaippi,
both published and unpablished, have been cerefully exmmined, dus,
unfortunately, without result. If ths point is deemed to De of
sufficient importance, research in the Library of Congress might
yield results.

The Hound House is loeated sbout 20 miles, or an aversge
dsy*s journay from Hatchez. This maikes it seem probable that o
Stand should have been logated st this point. This foot tends to
suppurt the tradition.

In view of the persistance of the tradition, as well az the

pertial confirmmtion by archeclogieal excavetion, it would seem

3, Joffarson (ousty Prodste Fapera, Series C, 7ile 379,
3 §



%0 be sura that ihe Lourd House was, for parhsps a considarabdle )
period, a tevern ar stand,
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. ARCHESLOGIC/ L 38TA

A. IRTROUUCTICH.

. The purpose of the srchecloglical werk wes to verify ani sup-
plement information zgatlered from documentery and cral sources
about the eatsbiisbment. lerce the axcaweilons were desigmed to
in" astigate sryacific problems suggestoed by lustcricai research
a7 wore gulded by the historian. The main ovestions exmmined
. $hivagh exeavation are as followst

2. the nsture of The . ud upon which $hs house rests.

2. To investigate the mound te ses 1f any mlns of a
roruted Spsnish dlockhcuse, moat, and ‘stoc!_:ads could
be found.

S. To esxpose remnins of reported cuttmildings, w=lks,

2



ege., in ordar to verify traditionel locestions
and to supply srchiteotursl details if possidle.
B. MZTTODS QF EECAVATION. |

In comnestion with qmestioms 1 and 2 ebove, a vertical tech-
nique wss cmployod. Trenches 3 feet wide and of verying length
wers dug into the mound until undistunded soil was resched. Tha
vertionl oross sestions thus obtedned were studied, mepped, and
photographed,

The ontbuildisgs amd walks ware searehed far and exposed Iy
stripping thin layers of esrth., Lxplorstory Sremctes 3 to 5 feet
wide wers dug tlrough the indieated areaa, until significent ro-
meins were sncountored. Then the tranches wers widened tn cxpui
those features, &hrsopwbofthnmnthuan.mdmm
to slesning of these features, Mzmzy wiek mbh}.o. Al fo~
portant ruainﬁ were mappd m Mosmpm.

AIPTION OF EXCAVATION.

’I‘MMLOM can best be discussed bytlu following units: '
1. The Hound, : .

‘_ 2xsavation here was tochaok @ tradition thas ﬂuw
wes of Indian origin, to search for a Teported most wnd stock- .
ade, supposedly of Spanish origin, and $o look for traces of
a milding preceding the Yound House. 3Hleven itrenches wars
dug here. Trenchos were dug at'right anglsa to the slope of
the mound to obSain profiles and resexrve scoil conditioms,
Four of these showed a normal profile, with about 1 foot of

wash oaxrth at the foot of the slope comtaining briak 20d iron
34



artifeots. Thls weshed eerth thinced greatly or vanished come
plately from 10 to 15 fset up ths alope of the mownd, Underlying
the waahed ocerth of recent origin wes a compact brown olay with
a4 vagus weatherins profile presemt; this was cleexrly scil in
Plsace, and it is certain that the mound is largely composged of
natural soil with no artificinl additions,

Ho trace of a MMQ or moat wes found,

A later trench was dug beneath the house at the highest
part of the mound., This trench, =bout 20 x 3 feet in dimen-
gions and aome S feet deep, was axoavated to teat Joxr possibls
Indiem loading on the top of the mound., The oul showed a zZone
of lizght »uf? so0il frem 1 to 2 feet thick at the top. 1Ian this
sone was found one Indian sherd snd a mumber of modern artie
feota; a mmber of irreguler rcot molds wers aizo resert.This
s01l was quite hard and no lensing and mottling of the typs
usuzlly asscclated with Inddan mounds was noted, Beneath this
Zop zone was a layer of reddish ssrth about 0.7 foot Yhick,
One thin line of bleck waa qobservsd in this layer zlasc. Ths
red layer wss practically level and astually sppeared at the
gurface 5 fset northesst of the zorth and of the 4rench, Fo
artifaets ware found in shis layer, 2elow tha red layer %o the
botiom of the cut was a dusty mf% layer of sarth containing
some large dleok stainsg whieh weres probably due o roots. o
ertifacts wors found here and it is rvrobably undisturbded smpth,
The interpretaCion of this mrofile ism sot clear; the red layer
looks like ar old surfsece; its red color iz presumebly due o

3B



oxidation, dut dwes wot look like fire discoloraticn. 4

floor is suggesied by the lsvel nature of tho red zone. If

thin is correat, tim sarth above unat be of ertificiel ori-

gin since no nsiurel deposition could have ascourred on this

alevated point, 2ub the %op zaone agpsars $o be of natural

orizin snd the fow srtifacis it contuiusd may well have bean

introdused by oot holea or burpcming animals {they renged

Lrom & digging Indiz Ink bofile to an Indien potsherd). The

abgence of artifasts on or nesr the floor level is also uod

iiko thes situnation snccuabared in moany Indisa sites, and the

e¢oncluneion is thaet muatevor tin correct explanstion of the

aituation may be; there is no sleear ovidencs o Indisn loading

on the
1o

S

be

Se

Qe

twop of the mound .

summarize the Loand expluusation:

the tulk of tis mound ia of natural opigin, as is sug~
gested by ita shape. There is a feint possibility thsat
1 % 2 feed of Indisn loeding is present, ‘m‘km‘m&-
-mtar believes tiet this is uniikely.

Lo moat mme dlecoveread, altlough the old mound had &b
1t5 castern end a shary shoulder which was probably of
artifieial origin, poassibly caused by a »oad runnisg
cloas to tho mound hare.

o trace o2 a stockade usus Icuund.

o trace of any predecessor ol Houad imuge was found,
unless the red 20ne nmentioned sbove is aofuwally am old
Liser, " I the laiter is Sime, there areno dzlia z=s %0

36



shather the 1‘199:- vwas associated with the Indiens or

with later builders,
%« The Hitchen,

This buillding woa loosted ubout 70 feet weat of the mein
bouse sccording to tradition snd wes connceted with hoth msin
honge mnd :uest house bWy brick wslza. The site showed little
but & Tow bricks on tho surfnee, being larpely covered with
gruass =nd brush. IXtonsive rubble was found immedistely un-
dezmneath the sod with ths first oxplorstory treunch and the
exenvetion was widemed until it wes approximstely 70 x 75
foot,

The wilding is rerresemtsd Wy an isregalisr plle of wrick
rubble »ith cecssional jetchesa of vrick in piszce. liura sost-
tared rubble extonds out for many feet fram the maln body of

brick, rpertioularly to the south and scuthwest. iLittle of
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architeetural significmce wmus poted in the rubble. Cne pateh
of 1C bricks in plscs forms a rectengle which mmy be pert of a
house pler. Zxtending cut for about 20 feet from the rubble
toward the Tuset llouse ia a fregwentery line of drick. This
i3 mrobadly the remnant of 3 walk from kitchen to Gueat Fouse.
On the east 1z & group of bricks in place which uandoubbedly
{ormed pert of a walk, iwrobably comnecting the kitchen with 2

wallk leeding from the house.

4 Tew Toat to the northwest of the kitchen rubdbhls is a

wall preserved brick floor, sbout 15 x 10 feet in size. Its
presence i3 not sxplained by tredition but it is evidemtly
assoolzted with the kiselon. It hes been suggested thas dhis

rloor wus a patio or outdcor workroocm f{or SUNMST US6.



The excavations confirm the traditionsl locetion tmt supply

fow itema of informetion sbout architecture. The method of

leying brick in tie walks end floora gen he obaerved dut the
main duilding is disorderly subble, probadly largely t_lud'rd
from piers emd ch;{anew, since no irace of & drick floor was

found,

3. The Guast Ibuse.

Rere a low grassy mound was visible on the site ot. tho
buildinz. in execavation azbout 50 x 5¢ foet showed another
rubble pile immediately beneath the sod. The rubble showed
caly a few bricks in place and practicaslly mo information

was noted, Soattered rubble extended from the Gnut Fouse

%o tha kiteben eres.
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The congentrated rbbld hors sgain confirms the trsdl- e

tional location.
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te The Svarscer's House,

This building lay sbout 170 feat north of the wmain wuse,
The site showed o particular feeturs befors szcavation except
& alight cnevenesa. n exosvstion e;bcmn 4G x 35 feet in size

showed several scatiered {ragments of brick,and one Leshaped




segtion of Drick in place locked like the base of a cormer
pler, If this iz correct, other formless smell groups of

rudble aay be remsins of other piers. Thase bricks wers
about G.4 foct below ile surface, s some wesh has deen de-
posited here, Iuch mortsr wes noted with tho bricks in this
Lezture,

'S, Main House and Yard.

: A mumber of walks, in most osges guite well Ireserved,

‘were sleaned. .11 ley Just beneath the sod. Two walks ran

along northenst and northwest sides of the honse. The farmer
sxtendeod in fragmenta lor meerly 10 foet beyond the curmar of
the lwuse, but hers it dismppesred with no hint of its desti-
nation. It ram in the gemaral direction of the Suwest IZouse.

On the other end the walk dresks off a few feet past ths cen~

torliine of the mll of ithe house; here it is hsaded direatly
43



for a set of stops froa the poreh end mny hﬁa ended there

originally.(1f the stepa and welks ars of comgruent age).

ixtending ocut from this walk towerd the old cistern on the
noxthesat aide of the house is a reetangular platform of
drickn, chout 1.9 x 3 feet i: dinensiors. This waa probsbly
a step up o the margin of the cistern. The remeins of an
extensive walk sys.ttf around the house and yard were oute
lined,

The ecistern i3 surrcumicd by a wall of brick forming a
12 foot aquare, This well is appmxiﬁatnl: a foud high on
the scutlmwes$ side. .ssoclated with the sisterm i3 on undape
ground condudd of irick and mortar leading Irom the edge of
the house to the cistemn, |



Zopo ralelies of rubbla were elso Zound ia the dack yard,
dut thelr significanes is unwriownm. Tws Imzedlately scuthwest
of the cistera mizkt moesidly be the momalns of a walk from
sistern Bo 2itchan, sithough ths brick iz oo disSurbed %o
a3ats this caodtively.

™The site of the remmried silanay on tue a;utlmes.t si_zia
of tis louss was sxcavabed. Jere only a fow geatiered hyisks
wera found, with one aasil gaitch In ploce. The latier wes well
ey Trom s house aud looked more like a wali. It wes cole
.tainly not @& part ol ihe chiumay, of which mo identiilable
fregments wars noted, 4 scarch wes made undar and uzlong the
front porch £9v other walks with nagstive resuifs. Tha hald
buried scuthwsst side of the from jard rotaining sail wzs
olssned algo,
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8. The Hursery. .

Thias wos 8 uilding whers the children of slavea wers kapt
uhile t2e pareniz were at work in tho fiolds. lio tangidle
remniags wexe Tound in the spot indicated and i¢ was concladed
that either the loestion was not correct or that the Building
wes $co flimay to allow any proservation.

?. Tho Arick Ziln.

This structure lay sbout S40 feet southwscutbwest of ths
zain douse. 'rhe'sit.a ia maried dy a low mound (about 3 fset
high) end appoers on ths Topograpbie ap 23 a mound, Neey

it »uns a sunken road,

Y SRR

Irmediately below the grasa on top of the mound ia a

reotanzuler briek flocor 32 x 40 feot in size. The bxrisks
on the 2dge are guits well progurved but ithe ceanter i3 al-
most complotely rudble. Considerabls rubble extends down
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tha side of tha moand below the floor proper. In some czses
the brick 4n place inside the 2dge of ths floor is at a highor
lavel than the floor edge, sugsesting = collapsed wall, bud
. the arrangement of the drisk {would Dave bhesr vizibls if wall

wore eroct) arsues sgainst this, Ore spot hes an arehed offact.




It sas been suggested that this night hava bean an sperdore
to obsaln dyaflt when the wall wes aprighs.

This is a definite stirueture ond, at lsast, the shape
and dimensions esmld de ascurately deterained, =s well as
some details of the brickwork,

8, The Tlave Csbims. ’

2 lexrge m#m:nt of the work oxpanded on tho site was do-~
voted to srea %o the nopth and norithwest of the main house,.
Cveor 16,000 aquare feet of trench was dug in an offoxt to
locate the remains of aleve cabirs., Yoat of ide area wes
covered with a %angle of driars =2nd weeds which had to be

clesned befors oxcavetion began.

T —— 4 e = -

— —— -

Ho definite remsins of buildings ware Iound, deaplte oXe-
eccvetion %o undisturbed sarth. sccording to tradition the

sleve cobins were built of wood, with wooden {loors zzd clay
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chimneys. The entire arsa hes bBeon desply plowed with the truc-

tor, ao faillure to find remsinm of such structure is net at all

surprising. Howsver, occasional amall freagments of brick and
artifacta indicate thet sthe area wes inhabited and may be cor-
ractly degignated ns tho slave cobdbin area.

A% one place in this area s%cod a eabin whioh lrs.Johanie
Chamberlain remembers ss having continued to stand for years
after ghe had come %, live 8t the Jound House. Rothiir wes found
here Mt soawe seettered refuse ond a few irregular dark molds,
probably those of roots. The aebsensce of remsins in a positively
identified site is of consideoradle importanscs in the interpreta-
tatfon of the negative evidencs found in the slave cabin ares.

De GENERAL RENARES.

Artifscta were sbundant everywhere except in the slave cadin
area, Jeny were obvicusly of recent origin. Thege were discarded
end a ssmple of the remainder kept. Artifacts of Iundien origin
{adout 20 flint points and a few sherds) were kept a2lsc., The rela-
tive abzense oi' pottery mrobably msens that this wes not an intensively
settled Indian site.
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SICHIFICARE

The lound rlantetion lcuse wss built in 1783, $keo year in
which the treaty between Lle United Itates and Creat Sritian
tarminated cur Yar for Independence. Thus, its history covers
the whole perloed of thw existence of this country ss8 an independ-
ent naticn. Leitlnr tln Hound flouse nor the people who lived
thers huve had an important rule in the stirring events of the
lest century aud a helf which charsctorized $he history of the
United States, of tha Tarritory ond, later, of the Stete of
#ississippi, or even, indeed, of the relatively zmall Hetchez
aret.

Exoept for the tradition, extant in the Chawberlein family,
thal Andrew Jackoon wes a guest at the house during tavern day;,
it hes mot beon ssavciated with the nemes of any well imown pore
sonagea either of Hiseisseippl or Zwericsn history.

It mey welil be agked then whether thers is eny Jjustification
for the sequisition of this property by the Hatiomal Fark Jervice
snd iis preservation mnd developwnt., ves $the Yound Flantaticn
possess sufficient historieal significesnce to justify the expendi-
ture proposed in the developments recormended elsewhers in tbis
repoxt?

To arrive at a satisfactory reply %o this question, we ms$
know that the copeeption of what is snd what is not significant
in history has undergone a profound change during the pest half
gentury. If suech a development 23 we propese had been offered
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before 1890, 1t would heve been swmerily rejected; and properly
s0, Ot thet time, deapite the trerendous sohisvements in historio-
graghy durlng the preceding hall cestury, interest wus eeutercd im
oventas spd peracnelities.

To be mure, the historian, any reputable historisn, at least,
had to be certain of his feots. eticulons research wes necaamy
to eaiesblish them. The only facts that acsmed worthy of rscord
were ilioss whilch afTected the nilitaxy, politieal, diplemstic, or
constitutional history of atate ur nation. 7This meant that strens
mat be pluced on the eontridbutions of méiviénﬁls - gtatesmen,
generals, digws, or jurists., Carlyle's diotum that history is
the "lengthened shadow of a grest man'was se&ﬁlously sdherred to.

Crect hiastories, those of Ienoroft, Uchoular, lioary /Adeams,
Rhodes, and Trescott, wers produved snd read. Indeed, it is gtill
srofitable to read these works. They, oxcept Iwr an occasionml di-

gresaion or sfterthought, ynzsed over mmny of the things which we
| would iike to inow sabout our ansestors.

aat Amaricen higtoriography d4id not remein atatic. It scssessed
ths sexe initlative znd reamillency s were displayed in other fields
of aetivity — science, industry, transportation, and the sris. It
may be true that historiesns did become obsessed with an infericrity
complex and showed 1% by attemptins to meke their art a science by
adopting the terminclogy and methods of selentista. In this way,
new vistas of imeriea's psst were unveiled. Meses and aspecta,
forces ard movementa, underlyirg end conditioning /imericsn life, were
brought to iisht, and were gzeen to have had such importance as to
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1lluminste many hitherto obscurs and little understood evemts and

povementa in Americun history.

¥e Jo Turner,jom 3, dekaster, Cherles A, Bssrd, John . Com-

mons, illiam ¥, Dodd, and U. B Fhillips ers the names of only a
few of the man who, in helf o century, hewe remade our conception
of what 1t is considered meet and proper to inelude ia tho liters-
turs of American history. These men, and countless others, have
demonstrsted thel obscure movements and anonymous sen snd women
have profoundly inllimenced tha course of 'mericen life. :nd what
is mora, they have added new Litcrest, new zegt, and new importence
o fha study of history.

This snew history hms had a merimd influence on the unfolding
/merican scene, Not merely stetemnen, dut individuals, dsnksrs,
end avan an occesional lador leader, all have fourxd 1% enlizhtening
and profitable to heve sems knowledge of history. Frobebly no pres-
ident of the United States hes had a keener eonseiousness of history
tian has #renklis . Sooseveli. IRepeatadly, he hms cited apd prece-
dontas snd persllels to justify s given courss of action. Some hise-
torisns may dissgree with his resding of histoary, but the aignificant
thing is that he shows a broed familierity sith 4%,

This new congeption of history beas had a jrofound influence on
our selaction end trestment of historic aites. <Congress, under the
influence of an "episodic” conceptiom of history, has long recognized
$he importance of preserving srees of nstional siznificance. In 1880
the Federal GCovernment satadblisbed and Congress appropriated funds for

the smeguisition of the Chickamsuge and Chatiencoga HMaSional ¥litery
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rark including .t):s battlofieldns in Chickemouga Creek, in northern
Georgle, and sround Chettencoga in southeestern Tennessee. There
aceurred the batiles ol Chickemsuga, lookoub ~“ountain, and Hission-
ery %idge, which playod a deeisive pert in determining the cutoome
of tho wer in the “emt, This was followed by similor appropristions
ereeting other nmilitary perks, :till other appropristions wers mede
to mreserve spectacular archesalogiesl areas. These appropristions
were made speradicaily, some s e rosult of pressure of loecal polit-
lcsl groups, tut no goneral pattorn for the identificetion and yre-
servation ol nutional historic sites was developed.

~ince the Hatlonal Ferk ervice wes msde responsible for the
preservetion snd developmsnt of historic sites, it has proceeded
on the theory that the job could bhe intelligently dons only on the
baais of sdequate informa$icn. This information wes tlien to be
digostod snd mssimilated into e epmprehonsive record and survey of
all historfc sites, end the fact that Congress wms, and has continued
to be willing, to meks appropriations for t'hu ilistoxds Yites Jurvey,
is eloguent tsstimony thet the newer conceptions of history have deen
widely disseminnted among the /merican peopla.,' e msy be sure that
before the “ationsl Iark Jorviee will egres Yo spy expenditure for
the rreservetion snd development at jiound House, it must be demon-
strated that it rossesses national historieal possidilities.

in the lirht of the above, 18t us examine the facts concerning
the Jound Houae,

1. It staends on the old Nalckez Trace, & highway which 1s in-
timately associated with the history of the touthwestern irontier
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end a highﬂaﬁ which, lwr e gereration, wes cne o tis mst impor-
tant routes of trovel and trsrsportation in the United Ststes,

It hes grood during «ll phages of Yruce history. It was built
vhen this froatier roed was en Indium trail “the peth to the Chog=~
tew pedion.” Iv ctocu whex the (irzt Suropeens Legen to t';zarol the
reute between iatchez anad the Cmbcriand. It stood when the govern-
ment of the Luited Steteg developed this fromtior trail into a
pebional reed. It stcpd whes the Matchez Urace, in responss to
aweial apd economic chonges, had censed to be a trunk highwey snd
heompe xTerely n series of roads cunneeting local cormmunitiss, 1%
nUw stsnds on the propozed Hatehez Trsee Jurkwey, z new type of
nationsl highwey.

2, wound House wue the lome of z typical /mericarn freatisr
frmily. It is simply ea accident that cne femily has occupled the
plegce for more than 130 years., cecuuse of this zecident, it has
been pos3ible to discover meny of the detsils of its hisvory
through lecal snd county records.

The life of uilliem Yerguson, the men who built the One~rocm
house on a mound Near Coles Creek in jiatciez sround 1783, and that
of hias suceessors, may be considered as typleal of countless other
joparicens who, from the Pastern states or Purope, went to the rran-
tier seeking more opportunities than they hed known st their old
romes. Sor a shor: $ime, he waes a merchant, Then, in the mamer
of =211 fronticrsmen, he degan to zcauire lend and ot the time of

his deeth cwned nearly ISCO scres. Jmoricans seamed to know, ine

tuitively perheps, that a s0lid basis for wealth wes owrnerahip of



Forguson's widow survived him for nesrly half a century, IDur=
ing her lifstime, utilizing tho uveiladle meens of secoring weslith—
feraing, plenting, and rrobdsbly tevern keeping — 3ba acquired a
coupotancs and becmme, not rieh, tut well-to-do, Tens of thousands
of smericans wust neve been dolng the stme ihing about the seme tize.
Probadly the plastation enjoyed the period of ite greatest wosperity
from 1830 to 1860, and wes typical of the plamtetions of the lower
“outhe. It bad mothing in comoon with the exotis developments that
produced the pilgrimage homes of latehez end vioinity, scarcely 20
miles sway, Sinece 1880, the history of thes planteticn seems to 1%
tie mattern of that of thousends of the seme nediuvm sized plantations
of the entlre Scuth, I%ts owners Zound themselves impovarighed ﬂubm
logss of their eoapital, veceme the vietims of the vicious syotem of
Southern post-sar sgriculture. iost of the land was loat; the Mmilde
ings, without proper care, decsyed, apd, in many oases, dissypeared.
Three generationa of the family bave lived in = state syproaching
POvarty.

In the Mound iHouse and %3 history san be recogniszed tha zgri-
calturel history of a region, extending over the whole period of
our setionel history. On the basiz of data presented in the nerroe
tive Geotion of this report mad in view of the yrevsiling histerieal
philocophy af the National Ferk Service, 1t would seam that the sig-
nificsoge of the history of tho Iound Honse is: 1% was typical of
thousandg of other fromtier plantstions of the lower Uowdd. Iis

owners did not bocome wenlthy or femous. They lived moraal lives,

4id the sooe things $hat cther ‘wericans did, fought in the various
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wars =8 iwrivats soldiers or subalterns, and were in no sensze ro-
mezkadle.

Yot their story ean de made interesting. Its presentation
oan give an spprecisticn of one phase of our hiastory which pog-
gesees spormous significense for averybody. There smast be ian the
Southern States dozens, 1f not bundreds, of sitas which might pro-
perly be nluted for such a dovelopment as ia3 propoged here., The
juntificetion for seleeting the iound louse is that I8 lies on a
netisnal historical pariway, smd tnz will be svailable to invam-

areble viaitors,
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VIiX

RECOMMSRDATIORS

The Hound fouse was soquired by the Hstional Fark Service in
1937. <Zince that Sime the j;roper use of the building and grounds
has been under diseusaion by all local drenches of the Service.
Inapestions of the area X:m been made ty Service personnel, ine
ecluding the isscoiste Iirsctor, the Supsrviser of Iistoric 3iteas,
tue Chief of Tlanming, Chief of Uperstions, Thief of Tngioeering,
and other oi'figizls of the Washington and Region Ons offices. In
thias fashion, cscuntless idess lwmve bean (resented, axd no oslaim for
originel ity can be mede for any of the things proposed in this re~
pors.

It 1is the recommendetion of this office that the lound Houge
be reconstructad and reatorsd to its sppearance of girea 1800-
1830, to be used 28 a ouse museum. Then, from the house as &
foeal point, outbuildings simlsting the appearance of a fremtisr
plantation should be srected, the latter to de arrsnged to meet
the needs and uses of parkway trevelers by providing tourist fa-
eilitien.

In this scheme of development, the Mound House will de the
central feature, It will de visible from the perkway, and will
ecasily sttraot attention to the erea. Cther features of the pro-
rosed development includae:

1. A restmurant or dining room $0 bs ereoted on the sits of
the former kitobeon.

2. A lodge with, perhaps, a mumber of bedrooms, to be erected
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on the aite of "3lsery Iollow™, thke Cusss Fouse.

3« Concessionaire's residexce to be erseted on or near the
a8ite of the Overseer's Cadin,

4. Overnight enbins $o be erected in the gensral aroa whers
the Ilave Cabins atcod.

5. Bern end storehouse %o be srected on the treditional siﬁn
of the old plantation barn, This will make 1% posasidls for the
congessionaire 3o keep oxen or horses, which coculd de uged n' PXO=
viding axcursions in wegons ol the early sinstesnth century type
gver adlscent sectiona of the old Trsae.

211 theose uildings should be ersoted in an architeotural
style of the same period aa $the Hound Iouse.

Jussificetion for thia recommemiation i3 to be found in the
following facta:

le It was origineily thought that it would be pogsidble $0 re~
store the complste layout of a fromtier plomtation. It wes believed
that suificient infarmetion oonld be secursd by historicel and ar-
cheological research to provide date for plemning such a development.
Fhile & conuiderable volume of informetion hes been umnd'mm
the past year, it atill is not sufiicient to enable plansing for a
restoration. Irom arcbecniogicsl resesrch we dave learned that the
house wee 2ot tuilt on an Indien mound and thet 1t was not the site
of a Spenish frontier outpost. The correctness of ths femily tradl-
tion 83 to the loeation of the cuttuildings was confirmed enly as $o
their existence. Ho infommation as to the dimensions, the details,

or matericls and sppesrenge of sueh ildings haes besn recovered,
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From historical research we find that a building was erscted sbout
1783, size unknown. From an itemized bill for labozr and materials
dating from 1799, we lmow that a considorabls eddition was mede to
the house. Ko further details ms to the house or outbuildings
have been diascovered. Obvicusly, deta for drewing plans for the
regonstructed found House must be secured by the architeet who will
supervise the teering down of the houae in preparation for its re-
construction.

2. The possibility of restoring the lound House as the only
feature of this project has bean discussed. Such, however, would
be unsatisfactory because, in the first place, the houss was the |
major unit in a group of buildings and to leeve it standing alons
would present an incomplete snd, therefare, insmcourste picture of
a frontier plantation. It would be unecomemical to administer,es
1% would be necessary to provide for the custodian's residence end
utilities. Undex the proposed development, utilities could be pro=-
.ﬂdd from a single unit, not only for the Hound Igouse, tmt also for
the overnight cabins and restaurant facilities and for a renger's
house, offige, and gasclive station which it is proposed to build
in the immediete vieinity.

In planning for the administration and motection of the parke-
wey, it has been determined that the vicinity of the Mound fouse is
the proper location for = unit which will probably includs a remger's
offico, radio station, and a ranger's residence, with the necessary

utility area.

It may be thought that such use as we are proposing for this
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arsa caunnot be Justliiied on the besis of ita bhistoriesl use. sSush,
however, i1a oY the case wien we recall that the Xdumd Flantation
douge was used not only 23 a family Lome and &3 & jlastatiocn canter,
bub probably alse for many yesrs ae a stand, acconmodating travelers
over the old Xatehez Trmee, What aould be more fititing than that
trevelors over ths NKalehes Trece Tarkmy should be scecczmodated at
this historie slte snd under gonditions which, frem & point of view
of appecrsnce, would simulate the apposrence of the place in the
early sighiteen Jundreds?

The housze hes reeched such a gtate of delapidation und decsy
that, 1f it 15 dewned desiradble Yo preserve it, lmwdiste ateps %o
stabilize and redulld muat be teken. Isay of tho acupperting tim-
bers have rotted sway and, in muny places, the support is dengeroualy
wesk, /i garetaker now livea in the houss and gives sowe proteation.
Tre mrimitive cooking asd lesting errangsmerts constitute a firss
¢lasg Lire hazard.

1, sherefore, »ecomaend that an allotment of Ji0,000 De sst up
to begin work on the reconstruction and restorstion of the iwund
Plagtatioa dHouse. The Lfirst step in this grogrem would de to sed up
and 2411 as historical architect's poasition on She Helohez Treace Ferk-
- wey. it would them be the zrchitect's irat duiy $0 study ke house

and draw up plans for its reconstruction and restoration.

TSRS
Lawnon ie shelpas,
Assoeiute distorical Technisian.
ce: The Direstor,
Hr, Rofe lze,
K. Vint,

Regionel Director, Une.
57



AFPINDIX )
5OTE Q¥ BIBLIOGRAIHY

Sourees of informeation om the hiatory of the Mound Houas are
menger and seattered. The records of the Spanish Mﬁmtm.ot_
Hatehez are incomplete, and furaished deta only om the astivities
of the Ferguaon family and on the location of the Ferguson lends.,
These Tecords lave besn carsfully examined snd should yleld dus lit-
tle more infornmation,

¥hen the United States secured possession of Hatobes, the asrea
was oxganized into Miusissippil Territory, &nd divided into two goun-
tiecs, Adems end Pickering. Since the dound House wae loeated inm
Flekering County, the Adems County recoris supply no informesion.

The Misaigssippi Territorial papars, now preserved in the Hissis~
aipps Depertmert of irchives and Eﬁntory,} wore carefully emaminod and
furnished only the informstion that Willlem Ferguson was the first
sheriff of Plokering County.

After the alestion of 1801, Flekering County wes rensmsd, bssome
ing Jefferson County with Teyette besoming the ooumaty seat in 1828,
The acurt house burned in sdout 1500 and only a part of the gounty
records was seved, Almost none of the Flokering County recards was
saved., smong the papers whish contain informaetion on the Hound Flane
tation House or the Ferguson and Chamberlain femilies are:
Probste papers; dimate Dook, County Court, 136&-1888; Daed
fook; %ill Dook; ‘?a{imto Book, Probate Court; and uinute

Book, Court of Trram end Appeals.
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Purther infermation s to She Kound House establishment
should bes furnishked by the tax rolls of Jefferson County. It ia
ant known whatler or not these are still in existence; or if they
are in Fsyetde or Jackaon, !Mississippi. 1% also may be that fure
ther information could be found in the books of travel, journels
or diaries, or in the mamuseript collections of the librexry ef

CONEress,



THE FERGUSCH HOUSE
An Architectural Study

The Ferguson house has heen the subjeet of intermittent
study since its acquisition by the National Perk Service in
1937. In July of that year Architects Stuart M, Barnette and
Fred P, Parris inspected the house, The report of the former,
sirchitectural Survey of the Chamberlain House or Mound Flantse
tion," wae mde August 14, 1§37. The report of the latier,
"Chamberlain House and Dependencies...," was made November 18,
1937. An archeologleal survey of the area was made by A. C.
Spalding in 1940-41 under the supervisicn of Archeclogist J. D,
Jennings., The excavation report signed by Spalding was made on
¥ay 28, 1941. The resmults of an extensive study of the Ferguscn
house and of the FerguscmeChamberlain families, largely from the
Jeffersen County records, msde Ly Historical Techmieian D, A,
Phelpe, were reported in "Mound Flantatiom, A Historical and
Archeclogical Repoert,” November 22, 1941.

The szlient fuote revealed by the aboveementioned studies
are presented below as an introdustion to the arclﬁteotwd study
which constitutes the main pert of this paper.

This paper is a rom1£ of a re-study of the documents relate
mmumumofthohmmumrm
lain families. In addition, five days were devoted to a detailed
sxazination of construction details in collaboration with Architect
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R. E. Smith. The technical information supplied by Mr. Smith
has been indispensable in the preparation of this study.
Treditions] Informetion |

1. Wlliam Ferguson built a one-room house in the 1770's,

2., Additions were made to the building at different times
until 1937, when it had grown to a nine-room structure. For a
consideratle length of time the Ferguson house was a stand,
offering entertainment to travelers over the Natchez Trace.

3. Room No. 2 was enlarged from an original length of 10
feet to its present length of 20 feet. At the south end of the
original room was a fireplace flanked on each side by closets.

Le Polina (Paulinas) Ferguson Chamberlain divorced James
Chamberlain in about the year 1812, Sometime later he was killed
in a tavern brawl in Virginia.

5. Four out-buildings identified as kitchen, guest~house,
overseer's cahin and nursery were erected as part of the estab-
lishment and were located on the sites shown on the sketch map
which accompanies the report of Assistant Architect Stuart M.
Barnette.

6. A system of brick walks and retaining walls was built
during the 1830's,

Documented Informetion
v 1. The documents dating from the period of Spenish rule at

Natchez, now on file in the Chancery Clerk's office, &dams County,
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Mississippl, show that Milldianm Ferguscn lived 4n or near Ratches
from about 1774 until his death in 1800 or 1801,

2, In 1782 Perguson aprlied to the Spanish Government for a
grant of land on shich it was specifically stated ®"there is no
settlenent® and to which he secured title in 1785, This land was
surveyed by the General Land Office after Perguson's death and
appears on the plat of Township No. 8, Range No. 1, land Diétrict
West of Pearl River, as Section 65. Actusl title to the land 4n
question was vested in Perguson in 1785, The plat mede by the sur-
veyor cmplayed by the Spanish Government at Natches in 1785 ghows
the loecation of a house noted as "lr, William Ferguscn's Dwelling
House.” In S-ptember 1929 Park Ranger C. A. Wegner made a sure
vey of Section 65 and reported that the existing Ferguson House
stands on the same site as the house shown in the 1785 plat,

3. Wlliam Ferguscn married Folins (Paulina) Burch 4n 1783,

4e law suits to which Pergusen was a party, records of which
still exist in the Adams County Chancery Clerk's office, involved
only very small, even trifling amounts, indieating that he wms
not wolletoedo even for that period.

5. William Perguson was appointed Sheriff of Pickering County
in 1799.

6. In 1799 Wlliam Pergusen made extemsive rvpaira or sltera-

tions in an already existing house or btuilt a new house, as ovi-
denced by the existenco of two bills for materials purchased in
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1799 and presented ¢o the exeentor of his estate after his death
in 1801,

7. Terguson's death occurred sometime between August 1,
1800, and Hareh 2, 1801,

8, Ilirs, Polins Ferguson married Jamea Chamberlain, July 31,
1806,

9. m'a mp of the State of Mssissippdi mede by Samuel Gwin
end George Daugherty, 1838, "irs, Perguson’s® is showm as ono of
the storping places on the Notchez Trace, This 4s the only docu~
seontary evidence thus far discovered proving the Perguson house
was a stand,

10, lrs. Paulina Ferguson died on Jemmry 19, 1849.

Axohiteotural Elatory

ROTE: To simplify the discussion, the nmumbders asaigned
2o the various rocms in the house by the HABS Survey
No, HMISS«159 are used throughout this report. Architeot
Re E, Suith hes adopted the same scheme of room numbers
in a floor plan which 43 a part of his report of Jume 13,
1947. Photographs of details discussed in this paper
n;zbom!nhrohiteetk. Ee. Smith's veport of Jume 13,
1947«

Room No. 1: On the basis of the evidence summarized above it
um«rhinthntmﬂo.lnatbom—mhmohﬂltby
®illiam Ferguson sometime between 1782 and 1785, Assistant Archie-
tect Barnette oites the style of trim and desoration as evidence
that the room was built in the late 18th eentury. Additional evi-
dence ms fomd from a minute inspeetion of the fireplace. It
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appears that the fireplace, instead of the jreaent shallow tyre,
erigimllyulndnp_ fireplace, This sppears from the fact that
the hearth.in room Jo, 7 ms built at a later date than the crigi-
pal fireplace, The construction joint is elearly visible in that
part of tho chisney bencath the floor, The framing of the room
furnishes still further avidencs that it was originelly an inde-
pendent structure, The ceiling plates on either side extend

over and cover the four ecrmer posts, The stumpe of three ceil~
ing joista, sawed off flush with the wmll, are to be sean about
18 inshes below the plate on the ocutside wall, These seem to
indicate that a front porch once extended asross the front of
this bullding, It 4s impossible to delermine the amoumt of origie
nal material still prescrved in this room, The presence of square
out naile in large numbsrs indiecates that aiding, fleor and wall
eoverings have been completely or in part resewed,

Room No. 73 The frawming of this room and tha methed of jolne
ing it tc room Ne. 1 prove that it is of a later date, The avie
denes that the hearth was built at a later date than the chimney
hmo already been cited, The celling plates are not supperted by
a8 new gorner post whers the room gorners with reom No. 1. Astue
ally, they are supported on pleces of timber nmailed onto the
origine] corner poste of recm No, 1, In addition, the plates
are tlod together by ploces of strap iren,

Room o, 21 In this room the ceiling plates are tied into
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those of room No. 1 in the same way that the plates in room No, 7
are tied onto those of room No, 1, except for the pleces of strap
iron, Structural details confirm the family treditiom that room
Nos 2 originally ms much smaller than the rresent and that the

enlargement wes made at a relatively late date, There is a break
in both eeiling plates at a distance 10 feet from the walls of

roon Ko. 1¢ On the northwest wmll a false cedling plate about 14
inches lower than that now existing 1s to be cobserved, No archie
tectural explanation for such phenomenon scems availahle, On the
opposite wall there is evidensce that such a false celling plate

at one time existed but has been removed, The material used in
the construction of the addition to room No. 3 iz of recent date
and consists of standard stock. FWire mails wers used,

A curicus break in the floor abtout 6 inches from the mll of
room No. 1 seems to indisate thet rooms No, 1 and 2 once hed an
mnbroken floor, It is thus possible that the floor in room Ne. 1
was renewed in 1799 at the time the extensive alterations were
made of Ferguscn House.

Rooms No, 3, 4, and 53 ILittle in the way of architestural
dotail indicates the date of this part of the tmilding., Second
grade, or used serapelumber and timbers were for the most part
used g0 that no particular charecteristies can be sasigned to any
of these rooms,

Roc:s Ho, 63 The most striking characteristic of room No. 6
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1s the chimey to be found on the northwest side, Construstionm
detalls of this chimmey are idonticel with chimnsys observed in
the Foster house built about 1799, in a Bisland house (Cakland-
lstletoe) duilt 4n 1808, in Sweet Auburn built adout 1820, and
in a Spanish type house in Washingten of unimown date, This snd
the mantel, which Barnette recognises as 13th century in charace
ter, indisate that this room was very early and possibly was
added at the time of the 1799 work,

Atti0: There 1a 14%tle or no evidence that the attic ws
over partitioned into rooms, The ceiling of room No, 1 servis
as a floor, and this is the enly part of the attis which has
been floared, The cross btraces tying the corners of room No, 1
together furnish further proof that room No, 1 mas an independent
structure, Other traces used to tie in the ecorners of room Feo., 7,
the former corners of room No, 2, give further support to this
view,

Roof Structure: Tho framing of the roof iz of such a nature
as to indieate that all that part of the roof extending fyom a
point 10 feet southwest from the southwest end of room ¥Ne, 1 to
the northeast end of the house was orected st cme time, It in-
eludes both the porch and rooms Ho. 6, 5, 4y 1, and that part of
3 which extends 10 feet scuthwest from the southweat cormer of
room No, 1,

The roof structure is chearacteriged Ly two sets of rafters,

28 o EFAN Y N
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The mein refters extend from the plates on either side of rooms
No, 1, 2, and 7 to the ridge., BSecendary rafters extend froma
nidpoint of the main rafters on both sides to plates, the first
atop the porch columns, the other being that of the outside walla
of yrooms No, 3, 4y 5, and 6. Soms of the main rafters ere tied
together with collar besms,

Cn top surfuce of that part of the mein refMers extending
from the plates to the junstion with the secondary rafters there
are no nail holes, This 4z a sure indieation that rooms No. 3,
4y 5, and 6 wers not edded plecemeal to the main structure, but
wore built and roofed as an integral part of the structure as it
now exists.

The b1la for building mterials bought by Fergusen before
his death and mnow filed in the Jefferson County Probate Papers
throw little light on the extent of the additions made to the
house in 1799. Six hundred and sixteen feet of floering memtioned
in the Failer ™1l would provide sufficient material to floor rooms
No. 2, 6y and 7. The two shutters menticnod as item 15 of the
Hailer ¥ll ndght be the greem shutters on the windows in roem Ko, 1.
A hall snd gallery are mentiomed but there i3 no indieation as to
their losation, Two fifteenepane windows are mentioned in theA Payne
bill, The fifteen<pane sasch in the northeast end of room No. 7
my have turvived and be the same.
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The wlls of room No., 1 are probably those of the one-rcom

house built by Pergusom ea, 1783«1785, It is poesible that part of
room Nos, 2, 6, and 7 were included in or were all of the tuilde
ing Ferguson did in 1799, There is, however, little in the wmay

of written documents or existing architectural features which

my be cited as definite proof.

The house as 1t now stends is the product of improvisation,
remcdeling and repair, Meterials used in these changes in part
seen to have been used lumber or timbers, making it impossible
to estatiish any sequence in whish the work was dome,

Bestopation Fogelldldifios

© There seems to be general agreement om the part of all Sere
vice personnel conserned with the study of the Ferguson house
that it possesses gread potential welue as an exhidbit, Unfore
tunately, as ie evident from & ceswmal inspestion zand as set forth
in detail in Architect R. E, Smith's report of June 13, 1947, it
must undergo extensive rehabilitation.

Numercus suggestions along this line have been made, The
most appealing perhaps is that room No. 1 be restored to its origi-
nal oondition as a one-room frontier house. The laek of historieal
evidence either dosumentary or structursl as to the externel appear-
ance mekes it impossible to consider sush a proposel.
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Restoration to the condition of a plantation home of the
1830's 4s another proposal, Here agmin it is imposeible beecause
there s no evidence as to size or appearangse during that peried.

A more recent and modest proposal has been mede to restore
the tuilding to the condition existing before the addition of 12
feet on the scuthwest end of the structure. Historieally, this
proposal esamnct be justified, even though the dimensions of the
building before -the enlargement are known, The existence of the
10-foot false plate in the northesst end of the izmer wall of
room No. 2 and the evidence that one formerly existed in the oute-
er wall make: 1t appear that there was at one time a treak in
roof structure at the southwest end of room No., 1. There iz no
evidence ag to the appesrance of this end of the strusturs before
the extension was built, The family tradition of the existence
of a chimney in the south end of thiz room only adds to the diffi.
culty of imegining the appearance of this end of the structure.

The only restoration justified on a documented historieal
basis 13 to stabiligze the house "as is." This would involve the
replacement of all decayed timber or lumber throughout the entire
building, Architect Smith estimates that of the total material in
the. staliliged structure 75 per cent would be new,
Sianificance, A Reviged Fatimmte

In the Ferguscn house the Hatchez Trace Parkway has an old
bullding of no architectural distinctiom, a quality shared by most
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frontier structures and many plantaticn homes,

It stands by the Natches Trace and i1s associated with the
history of that rosd by virtue of the fact of 4ts being for a
time a stand, ‘Asido from thia assocclation the house, with a
single excepticm, has no historiesl significence, By 2 series
of agcidents rere in American history it was occupled by one
famdlyw-FargusoneChamberlaine«from about 1783 to 1937. Willism
Perguson achieved only loecsl fame asz the ﬁrtt'zheritf of Ploker-
ing County, Mlesdssippi, After his death his widow and children
and her children by a later marriage and their descendants oceou-
pled the house until 1937, For a brief period during the later
years of Polina Ferguson's 1ife the family prospered; scnsequently,
wntil about the time of the Civil War the family might be deseribed
as welleto=do, But for the asscciation of the house vith the Ratchez
Trace, the history of the Perguson<Chamberlain family, who occupled
it for 150 years, would have deserved scarcely more than a footnote
in looel histories,

The exception noted above iz that the house may be considered
as a document of social history which reflects the history of the
region from its frontier beginnings, through the prosperity of the
ante bellum South and the poverty which followed Civil Far and
Reconstructien,

Interrretive Use
"hat contributions ¢o the interpretation of the Natches Trace
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may be expected from preserving a stahilized Ferguson house as
an exhibit? It seems that two ¢an be expected, The most impor-
tant 4s that 1t would preserve some of the atmosphere of the
Natches Trazce in recalling the days when it was a natiomally
important highway, As the only existing structure between Magh-
ington, ¥ssissippi, and Duck River, Tennessee, known to have

been used during the heyday of Trace histery, it iz an asset

which should not be neglected. Its development as a house muse-

um to 11lustrate the accommodations to Traoce travelers might be
considered as desirable, Suech use would be in addition to that
menticned atove and would in no way conflict with 4%,

Dawson A, ﬁwlpa,
Historieal Teechnician,
June 13, 1947,
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larrative to Accompany Project Corpletion Heport

MOUNT LOCUST STABILIZATION

SATCHEZ TRACE PARUGIAY

The land on which Mount Tocust, a histeric house dating
from arount 17€0, stands was acquired by the National Park Service
as a port of the Yatchez Trace Parlvmy right-of-way in 1937. Ac-
cording to local am! famlly tradition, the house that existed in
1937 had grown by accreticn mad remcdelins from an original one-
room cadin said ic ave been bullt by Willlanm Ferguson, an early
settler in the region. Some prelininary investigation, historical
ard architectural, tended to confirm the itradition. ¥ron the time
of the acquisition in 1937 it was iho intention of Iariziay planncrs
to stabilize or restore the house, tie scle surviving strueture of
an extensive developmeni, as an interpretive feature of the Parwvay.

At the time of the ecruisitlon the house was occupied by
Mra, T. J. Chamberlain and scme of her children. The Chamberlain
family were descendants of James Chamborlain, who in 1805 had mar-
ried LVillian Fergusonis widow. The Chamberlain family cccupled
the house from 18C6 to 1937.

At the time of the acquisition the Pariway had no facili-
ties to maintain the house and, as a matter of convenierce,
arranged with Mrs., Chamberlainfis younsest son, Bill, to occupy and
rnaintein the house. At thils time he was employed by the Sexrvice as
a caretaker. The Bill Chamberlains continued to occupy the house
until Whk. An attached photozraph shows that even though occupied,
so far as maintensnce is ¢oncerned thse house had been szdly
neglected for many years. Indead,’' 1t had deteriorated zo far that
one wonders how 1t continued to stand. The Service in 1Sl dscided
that the only means of rpreserving ths house wag a tomperary stabili-
zation. This was achicved by attaching a coat of tar paper (o the
exterior and making repairs essential to make swre that it would not
£all down.

Documentary Resesrch

Serious study of the history of the house began in 1940
when an archeolozical study of its immediate environs, financed by
the WPA, was initiated., The mein result of the study was to con-
firm the oral tradition regarding the location of some cof the
appurtenant buildings and to disprove legends that a Spardsh fort




had once stoed on the site or that it stocd on an Indian mound,
o information concerning the origin of the structure itself was
discovered,

At about the came time a thorouzh search of the histeori-
cal records of Jefferson and Adams Counties, and of cther reccrds
in the Mississippl Department of Arcihiives and History and in the
Louisiana State University Library, resulted in the discovery of
a considerable amount of pertinent historical data concarning the
history of tne house and of the Ferguson and Chamberlain families.
Historical studles continued intermittently from 1940 to 195k and
provided sufficient material to prepare a fairly detailed historic
site report., However, steps lcoking toward the stabiliration of
the house and the development of a historic house musesun were de-
layed for many years and it was nct until 1954 that ths prelimi-
rary steps looking toward the stabllization were undert:len.

Architectural Research

Iate in 195k, Charles E. Peterzon of EODC waz assigned
to supervise the stabllization project. Since Mre Psterson was
unable to give direct personal cupervision to the project, it was
decided to employ Mr. Henry A. Judd of Comecticut to provide
direct day by day suporvision. Peterson and Judd arrived at
Matchez in January 1954 to begin a detalled archiitectural investi-
gation of the house, This investigation, which made it necessary
to completely disassemble all elements in the building, was car-
ried out during the months of January and February. DBy carly
March it had become possible to trace the steps by which the
original oné-roem structure had grovn to the rambling nirne-rocm
building which the Park Service had acquired in 1937. Thecze
investigatlions proved that certain additions hed bzen made to the
original building very early--possibly prior to 1800--and that it
had been radically changed and enlarged during the 1620%s and
again during the 18L0's.

At this point it became necessary to decide inhe extent
and character of the restoration. Should it be the aim of the
stabiligation to restore the house to its original cencition of
about 1780, or to its appearance after the additions of the first
decade of the 19th century, to its condition as of about 1820, or
to its condition as of 1840? Perhaps it should be remarked at
this point that aside frem the addition of very poorly constructed
lean-tos at the rcar, the house had undergone no radical change or
enlargement since the 184,0's.



Mr. Peterson, on ifarch 8, 1955, made a detailed presen-
tation of the results of the architectural investigation of the
preceding two months at a meeting held in Philadelphia. Represen-
tatives from the Director's Office, from EODC, and from the
Regional Office, after hearing Mr. Peterson's presentation, decided
that the aim of the stabilization should be to restore Mount Locust
to its condition as of about 1620. It appeared to be impractical
to prepare detalled architectural plans for the job and it was de-
cided that plans should be improvised, step by step, by Messrs.
Peterson and Judd,

Construction

Mr. Judd was instructed te employ necessary supervisory
personnel and skilled laborers to complete the job. In reality
this decision had been anticipated and Mr., Judd had, 'during the
time that the study was in progress, taken preliminary steps toward
locating and purchasing the necessary materials., He was thus in a
position to immediately begin the stabllizatlon of the existing
structure and restore missing features, The work continued without
interruption until about April 20, 1956. Mr. Judd was fortunate in
securing the services of Gordon VWhlttington, a ilatchez carpenter,
who had had considerable experience in restoration wori, Only a
very small crew of laborere could be used because it was necessary
to prepare plans as they were needed.

The most difficult aspect of the Job was the acquisition
of materials. The house had been built at the time when a wide
variety of woeds wag avallable for lumber. During the past 150
years many of these wcods had disappeared froma the mariket and it
was necessary to lccate sources of supply, frequently at small and
obscure mills, soms of which were 75 to 100 miles distant. Much
of the lumber had to be produced by special order to duplicate
that used in the original building., By improvisation, modern nails
were remade to duplicate old nails. I kept in feirly close touch
with Mr. Judd during this period and recall that frequently he was
discouraged by many of the difficulties met, However, I believe
that he had a lot of fun in doing the Job. It was impossible te
buy lumber with 18th century trim. Tools to finish lumber for re-
producing 18th century trim had to be improvised and the work was
done by the lhborers on the job.

Hardwuare

Since none of the original hardware, locks, hinges, etc.,
had survived, it was necessary to determine the types used and

L



then {ind replacements. Local antique shops wers of little help.
A few satisfactory itens, salvaged from old houses in the vicinity,
were acquired by gift or purchase., Other items were recroduced

by a local blacksmith.

Heating System

To provide edequate heating for a historic house is a
somewhat perplexing problem, The onen fireplaces that satisfied
our pilonecr ancestors would be the historically accurate method,
but, because of the danser involved, could not be considered. The
" installation of flcor or wall heaters was congildered, but the idea
was dropped because they were too obviously modern intrusions.

The firal solutieon was the decision to install an electiric heater
in the attic, conduct hieat by ducts to fireplaces, ?m by fans
force it dovm into the rooms. Inn that uzy we secured the histori-
cally accwrate method of heating frem open fireplaces. The unit
selected to do this job, a 15 ku. heater, 240 single prase,
westinghouse 1/l h.p. motcr, and Vicking blouwer, purchased from
Wesix Electric Heater Company, 390 First Street, San Francicco 5,
California. Cost 24O, f.o.b.

Furnishing Plan

As the time for the compleiion of the resteoration
approached, it became aprarent that to furnish the house in the
period of the 1620's was a matter which would require a great dezl
of research and study. 3ecause no one con the Pariway or on the
EODC staff was adeguately equipped by training or education to
prepare a furnishing plan, it was decided to employ an expert for
this purpose. In April 1956, after considerable negotiation, the
Park Service entered into a contract with Mr, Worth Bailsy of
Alezandria, Virginia, to prepare a furnishing plan. Mr. Bailey
spent several weeks in MNatchez for field studies and completed a
furnishing plan about ovember 20 of that year. The plan was
characterized as excellent by reviewing officials and received
proper approval in Decenber,

Furnishing the House

During Mr, Bailey's visits to Hatchez in the spring and
sumer of 1956, we investizated quite thoroughly the supply of
antiques in and near MNaichez. We found that for the most part
antique dealers in iaichez were interested in furniture and equip-
ment of the late ante-bellum period, such as might be fomyd in



great mansions like Stanton iall. The matter was brought to the
attention of the 0ld Natchez District Historical Society. Thne
president of the society, Hr. Everett Truly, apoolnted a committee
tc help acquire suitable furnishings for Mount Locust, The chair-
man of this commitiece was Mrs. Earl Hart IHiller, who has been an
enthusiagtic collector of antiques and who has a great familiarity
with early American furniture, household appliances, disnhes, and
textiles. It soon became apparent that many of the pieces of
furniture could not be purchased on the MNatchez market, and as a
consequance it was necessary to have rzproductions manufactured.
This was fairly easy to do beczuse Mr, ialley's report contained
11lustrations and descriptions of the desired articles.

- Mr. David Pruitt, a cabinet maker and reproducer of
antlque furniture, agreed to and did build half a dozen or a dozen
of the larger items. Mrs, Miller was able to induce a mumber of
people in Natchez to give smaller items suitable for lount locust.
The month of January and the first hall of February, 1957, were -
characterized by feverish efforts to acquire the furnishings, ete.,
provide decoration, and get the house ready for the dedication on
7ebruary 15. Thanks to tha efforts of Mrs. iiller and other
ladies of MNatchez; the effort was successful. The last curtain
;as hung at noon on February 153 floorz were swept, furniture
dusted, bric-a-brac arranged for the dedidation ceremony, which
was scheduled for 2:30 that afternocon.

The story should emd at this point, but there must be
an anticlimax, It had been necessary to borrow some pleces of
furniture from the ladies of latchez to prepare for the opening.
Since the opening a mumber of pieces of furniture have been ac-
quired, ard for all practical purposes it can be said that the
Mount Locust restoration is complete. A few items still are
needed, amnd we hope that as time passes, these will be acquired
oy gift.
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MCUNT LOCUST
(Ferguson Houss)
Exterior walls Covsred with Tar Paper in 1S5k
Bafore Restoration
Natchez Trace Parkwgy, Section 3«=W

Photograph to Accemparny Project Completion Repord



NATCHEZ TRACE PARHWAY

MOUNT LOCUST
(Ferguson Place)

After Restoration
Bldg 100
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The Chumberlain Ecuse and lspendencies '
or
“ha Mound Plantation Tevelopwsnt

Jaffarson Coundy, Xiasissippl

T™he Chamberlain houss liss in Jefferson County, hlaasissippi, adout
seventeen =iles northeaat of Natchez, very near sn eerly aszitlemant
called Uniontown which hee mow enitirely disappearcsd. 755 houss is
situated on high ground shout two hundred yards northwest of the old
Frace with an avenus of $rees lsadinz frozm the Trace up to the Iront
porch. It will also be viaidle from the Parkway. Unlontown was locatad
on the southessd side of the Trace opposits the Chsmderlain housa. The
resideace bas besn previcusly known as Ferguson's Tevarn, ¥ound Plan~
tation, =md the Chemberlain TGouse,

The strueturs and propsriy aecnuired by William Yerguson in ths Spanish.
Dissxict of Faterez sboul 1775, has besn the homeatessd of various des-
cendants of the family from that tize up to 1587 when the State of %iss~-

issippil bouzht the housa and pare of the property rfor the Eational Park
Zorviss.

Tho $ayern waas ersctad on high ground traditicnally believed to be
aa Indien mound - ond also-the-site of a-Spmisa fortified ocutpoat. 4% -
the tize Filliea Farguson dbullt the originsl one-room tavern, about
1778, ths atockads was standing, and & o2t is reported to have exiatsd

5% the base of the mound $o wmeh the aettlora of Uniontown ﬂad 111 the
ov=a% of an Indian atizok,

The originsl duilding wna omy a single room 16*' X 20" whioh, with
fireplacs, was probably used as a tavara for traders and mayfarers A
traveling along the Natchez Trae¢s. Ho doudbt thers wers nuwsrous sube
taildings, inoluding o ¥itchen, smoke house, barns, snd later on slave
guartars, 8s well as other cutbulldings necessary in the operation of
2 sizadls plaatation on tke grant of land w»nleh Ferpusoa had secured,

To tha cantral room was added = additional room on either end,
after mkioh the three bacx rooms wers probadbly added. It {2 lixely
that the additions wers not begun until after Ferguson's marriage in

173 asd that lster additions msy have bsen made dus to inoresaing
travel along the lMatelaz Trace.
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To date, according to the architestural éviiience now existing,
the center room, or original houass, will bear ocut a date of approxinatoly
1780 with the first additisn aomewhers around 1800.

In the writer's opinion the c..mburlain houss, solely as aa out-
standing exumpla of archisecturs of the pericd, would not juatify ifs
ro3torution by the Service; dowever, 1f the historical svidence of its
connagtion with the Hatchss Truse and the social 2nd sconomiso hislory
of ths old ZSouthkseat are sonsidersd sufficiently important by ths
Hiatorieal Division, thers are now existing details of cematruciion
exd information sufficient or ifts rsatoration as of 1330 or 1849,

In the ovent that a reastoration is conasidered, a aurvey should be
made ia the form of 2n archaeoclogieal Investigation to locate, if pog-
sible, the outbulldinzs deacridbed by tias Chamborlala family., Ths
following siructures ars raported to have basa grouped around the main
housse:

1. The Xitchen

Bagk of and a fow Iset 30 %the lafi of the house ~ a single
room 3trncture ritix a shi=moay.

2. The Gueat Jouse or "3leepy Hollow”

% Direotly bsok of the maln houss = a two-ztory house, four roovus,
E double chimasy, duilt of loza or brisk with briek Ivundation.

e Tha Slave (uarters

Twalvs to sixseen cabins in the bottom north snd erast of the
main house, Single roo=m cebina - duilt of logs, ea::h probably
having 2 chimzey.

4., Thes Oversesr's Jvarters

To the right of and apwoximatesly on line with the front of
tke gueat house, Drobably about midway batwesen the guest house
mmd slave quarters group - a two-room house, double obimney,
built of loxs prodbably with a brick foundation.

5. The Brick ¥elxs

Spid to be exisiing around the malin house and are now covared
with sarth., In all probability the brick ealks comnected the
xmuin house with the kitchen and guest houss.
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8. The Stockads
Surrouading the mein structure at the foot of the mound.

7. Tas Hoat

Tn the outer side of the stockads.

- ircasnsolozical investigation should also verify or disprove the delief

that the mound oa which the house now stands is un Indisn mound arti-
ficially made. Ia the caurse of ouch oa lavestigation sowe indications
night be found as 1o the exaci loecation of the Spsnish fort wiaioh is
asid to havs occupled the present bouase site.

Of the faatures and atructures salid to have axiastad at scms time
during the differeat stages of habltatlon, slight visible svidencea,
oths>» thzn the exiading houss, remalin to indiceste such =2n oxtensive
davalopzens as has bsen described. At the southmezt end of ths douse
a zmall deposis of broken bricxs is the only indiscation of what may
have been ihe ohimney, said to have been in ixrs. Ferguaon's room. DBack
of; aad To ths left of this brick deposlt, or farther southwnest are
scatisred broxen brisks whish might be the site of the old kitchen
{211 imdicationa and probatls losations will be sahown on a topogrsphieal
=2p to be prepared by the Zureau of Public Road Engineers on tha Farkway
pEajact). : .

At the site indioated for the gneas house ("3lsapy Hollow®), said
to have besn a %m0 story log or driek house with two rocms on sash of
the two floors, with a doubls fireplace and seatral chimney, only a
faw seattered broken dricks are visible. Tzase necatiersd pleces of
broken dricks have little or no siznificanse as yeb, dut the aite
should de izveatigated. Besidss the presant topography 1a suggestive
of once haviag been a building site.

The spet polntad cul as Laving Deen oocupisd by the ovsrsser's
quartars axd the adjoining part of tha bDottom land ehwors the slave
guarters were looatsd now tear no surface evidsnces wntevar of oncs
existizg bulldings, sxcept that the ground is suitedbls nnd convenisnsly
loc2ted in rslation to the plantation houss.

Uns can only spaculste as to the locsiion of the atockade and moas
siroe nalther was used =fitar attaeks by the Indions wers no longer
feared., Iowever, if they wore onece existing, trscas could probably bde
fHund a$ tha base of the mound,

If tke ocuthuildings wers bullt as doaseribed, it would be a fairly
sizple tesk to locats the kitches, "Sloepy Hollow," the oversesr's
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guarters, the moas, tbe astockade, 224 brick walks by diggin.g several
narrow trenches $0 a depia of two or -three fset. -

Cn the building sitas susch trenching skhould reveal either the
rexains of tle briok chimney mmd wall foundstions or show soil diatur-
tznoes vhare they wers removed. krs. Chamderlain remambsrs that the
tricks from these strnaturss were recoved to provide materizl for mors
modsrn struciures aglaestars on the proyerty. A serias of {frenoches,
(2* or 3' vida) sxsavated to the undisturbed clay line, dug into shs
wouad ot the bsss, should revsal the profile of the once exsavated
moat and the Tillod-in poet Loles whish oneta Lsld tha vertical posis
of the stockads.

It 13 doudbitful whether or not any irsees of the slave quartars
could be found unless the sadin foundations wers sat in the ground
12™ to 18™ or ualsss purd or 21l of them had chimneys., To find ipdi-
c=iions (filled-in pier or poat holes) of ths foundaticn logs or
piars, tho diasturded top solil »ould have %o da removed ia very tain
laysrs until uvndisturded soil ia reached.

12 a rsatoirasion of the Chamberlain house and plantation group is
Jussifiable as a historio davelopment is cmnsetlion with the Hatohsz
Trace, tbe group when {iniashed to have a definite utility value, such
as providiag overnlght &ceoz:eodationa for wvisitors, then the following
recosuendations ars made;

1. That =za archseologicz) survsay or investigetion be mada to
dotermine the sxact loeantion of os meny of the ontbuildings
ns possibles and to verify 2s wsll as determine the existeance and
exteant of the moat and stockadea. 4t the sams time narrow Lrenches
should be dug into the face of the mound to determine mhother
or not it is sa srtificisl Indisn mound or =z aatural fTorsmation.

It is recommendsd tzat all this investigation be dome with CCC
lator under the dirscsion of a tech“iaimz versed in archnaolosioal
metkods and prasticss.

2. 1f archaaclogical invastigation verifiea or reveals the loocation
znd sizes of ihe buildings and femtures of the plantation, it is
roconmended that an arehitactural study de made of othey contemp~
orary plantation groups ww dxieting, o8 well as any duildings
of the iy2e ithatl may have beea recorded.

3., That a coaplste 38t of plans and specificetions Yo prepared for
tha roatoration of ize Chamberlain houae end reproduction of the
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' outbuildings as of 183Q or 1840. Sufficient modera convenisnces

sheuld be insluded %o maks the buildings sdapiadlse to modern
day usage.



It is probabls that the dispoasition of the architectural features
of the front facads of this sddition was very similar to that of the -
wing at the opposite end of the present structure; that is, a door and
window opening onx the long gallerys. . -

This verbal restoration, while puraly conjectwral, rinda*mph
procedent emong mmerous houses of the same type in this seotion of the
counirys - _

The framing of the lsen—-to indicates that this additlon in its
antirety wes made at one timee The presence of early nineteenth century
panaling undor the windows in the bedroom ab the soutiwmest end is rather
disturbing howevers It was {inally decided that this paneling was ro-
roved from scms other part of the house, prodably from under the orizinal
windows in the adjoining front bedroom at the time of the sscond romosdel-
ing of that seotions 7The presence of the essly mantsel plaece in the bed-
roca at the opposlte end has been asvounted for earlier in the reporte

7ith the exception-of the rambling rear ell, the asnlargpement of the
opening hetween the rear hall and the living room 1s probably the latest
oconstructioral innovation. This change oould not have been nades many
years prior to the War Betwoen the Statese.

Stuart e Barmette,
Assisbant Arohibect.
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Southwest end of house-—note arrow and camera tripod indicating where
scattered broken bricks were found. May possibly be location of end
chimney. '

View looking northeast. Arrow indicates possible location of old
kitchen. See sketch map.




View looking east——-from probable location of old kitchen. Present
kitchen is partially covered with wood shingles.

View looking south--arrow and camera tripod indicates possible location
P P

of guest house. Rear of present kitchen is partially visible to the
left.
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Northeast end of house
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Northeast end of the house from about the base of the mound.

tively flat

1s compara

Note that mound

and could be a natural formation.

View looking northwest.
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View showing approximately where caretaker's house (arrow to left)
may have stood and flat ground to right where slave quarters were
located. View looking north from northeast end of house.

View showing location of slave quarters. View from about the location
of caretaker’s house.
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L PROJECT STATEMENT

The Inventory and Condition Assessment Program (ICAP) is a systematized
methodology to inventory and to assess the condition of or inspect maintenance
features and a computer program to manage the substantial volume of information
developed under the program.

The inventory and condition assessment is based on a comprehensive field
inspection conducted by park, regional office, or DSC staff and/or private architec-
tural/engineering (A/E) contractors. The inspection team prepares a report assess-
ing the findings of the inspection and recommending, where necessary, appropriate
repair treatments. For prehistoric and historic buildings these recommendations
are consistent with the "Standards for Managing Historic and Prehistoric Structures
(Including Ruins)" in the "Cultural Resource Management Guideline, NPS-28". A
comprehensive building report for non-historic buildings is titled "Inventory and
Condition Assessment Report". For prehistoric and historic buildings, a com-
prehensive building report is titled "Historic Structure Assessment Report'. A
comprehensive building report consists of the following information.

1. General Date - Background, size and geographical location.

2. Historical Data - For historic and prehistoric buildings, the historic sig-
nificance of each feature is identified. Important List of Classified Structures
(LCS) and Cultural Resources Management Bibliography (CRBIB) informa-
tion is also furnished.

3. Inventory Data - Descriptions of features.

4. Condition Assessment Data - Deficiencies identified through the inspec-
tion process, with corrective work recommendations.

5. Cost Data - Estimated costs for all recommended work broken down into
material and labor.

6. Graphic Data - A site sketch, simple plan drawings, and photocopies of
representative views indicating existing conditions are also provided.

- e
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[ DEFINITIONS

MAINTENANCE PRIORITY

p Priority 1: Buildings assessed priority 1 are those that must be maintained.

~anditian Criteria:
o the building has fire/life/nealth safety and other code deficiencies; and/or

o the building has other significant critical and serious deficiencies that may
effect the useful life of the building.
M criteria:

- e the building is a cultural resource; and

o the building is significant based on specific servicewide, Regional or park
management initiatives or directives.

Priority 2: Buildings assessed priority 2 are those that should be maintained.

E o the building meets any of the requirements of priority 1. However, due to
limited funding/resources maintenance is deferred. Every effort should be
taken to upgrade these buildings when possible, in order to ensure proper

. maintenance.

Priority 3: Buildings assessed priority 3 are those that may be maintained.

o the building is scheduled for future cyclical and/or repair/rehabilitation
work which may require special coordination of maintenance activities in
order not to conflict with the planned work;

o or the building does not meet any of the requirements of priority 1 and 2.

BUILDING CONDITION

Excellent - A building is in excellent condition if any of the following conditions are
present. Both interior and exterior features of the building are in like-new (or better)
condition and building utility systems are without obvious or known defects. (This
level does not apply to historic or prehistoric buildings.)

B Good - A building is in good condition if the following conditions are present. The
significant features are intact, structurally sound and performing their intended
purpose; there are few or no cosmetic imperfections; the significant features need

. no repair; and only routine and/or cyclic maintenance is required. Examples are
touch up painting needed or other minor items needing maintenance.

i



Fair - A building is in fair condition if any of the following conditions are present.
There are signs of wear, failure or deterioration, though the building is generally
sound: or if failure of a significant feature of the building is evident. Examples are
worn floor or wall coverings and building utility systems in need of minor repair.

Poor - A building is in poor condition if any of the following conditions are present.
The significant features are no longer performing their intended purpose or are
missing; significant features show signs of imminent failure or break-down; struc-
tural integrity is marginal; major repairs are needed; or fire, life, health and/or safety
standards for occupancy are questionable. Examples include exterior envelope
which allows the elements to attack the interior and/or utility systems which are
inadequate.

Obsolete - A building is in obsolete condition if any of the following conditions are
present. It is beyond economic rehabilitation; is not historic or prehistoric and is
not architecturally significant; and major health and/or safety violations exist. (This
level does not apply to historic or prehistoric buildings.)

FEATURE CONDITION

The conditions Good, Fair, and Poor are equivalent to the MM conditions "1" as
good, "2" as fair, and "3" as poor. For historic and prehistoric structures, it is also
used as part of the criteria in establishing the significance of a feature.

A feature is evaluated as Good when:

e the feature meets the established Maintenance Management program
condition guidelines, and

e the feature is intact, structurally sound and performing its intended pur-
pose, and

e the feature needs no repair or rehabilitation and only routine and preven-
tive maintenance is required.

A feature is evaluated as Fair when:

o the feature generally meets the Maintenance Management program con-
dition guidelines and provides an adequate level of service, or

e there are early signs of wear, failure, or deterioration, though the feature
is generally structurally sound and performing its intended purpose, or

e there is failure of a sub-component of the feature, or

e replacement of up to 25% of the feature or replacement of a defective
sub-component is required.
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A feature is evaluated as Poor when:
o the feature does not meet the Maintenance Management program condi-
tion guidelines, or

o the feature is no longer performing its intended purpose, or

e the feature is missing, or

o deterioration or damage affects more than 25% of the feature and cannot
be adjusted or repaired, or

o the feature shows signs of imminent failure or breakdown, or

e the feature requires major repair or replacement.

TREATMENT RATINGS (Historic and Prehistoric Buildings Only)

Preservation: Defined as the act or process of applying measures to sustain the
existing form, integrity, and material of a building.

Feature: Defined as the basic component or issue on which the ICAP program
collects information for inventory use. A feature may be an architectural element,
» structural component, engineering system or a functional requirement.

1. PRESERVE

Statement of Importance:

e the element is associated with those qualities for which the building is
considered to have cultural value and dates from the period(s) of sig-

nificance, and/or

. e the feature is highly distinctive architecturally and dates to the buildings’s
period(s) of significance, and

- e the level of damage or deterioration is such that it is still feasible to
preserve.

Condition:  Poor to Good- Preserve

2. PRESERVE WHEREVER POSSIBLE- REPLACE IN-KIND IF TOO
DETERIORATED TO SAVE

Statement of Importance:

o the feature has acquired significance in its own right or makes an impor-
tant contribution to other historic periods or levels of significance identified
for the building, or




o the feature makes a significant contribution either to the building’s historic
appearance or as an integral part of its historic construction, ot

« the feature meets "1" level criteria except that preservation is not feasible.

Condition:  Fair to Good- Preserve
Poor- Replace

Note Exception: If the feature is antiquated and no longer serves a functioning role,
retain it, in situ, as an historic artifact, wherever possible.

3. PRESERVE WHEREVER POSSIBLE- IF TOO DETERIORATED TO SAVE,
FEATURE MUST BE REPLACED WITH COMPATIBLE MATERIAL AND
DESIGN.

Statement of Importance:

o the feature contributes to the historic appearance of the building and dates
either to the period(s) of historic significance or represents later, sensitive
repair or replacement work, or

e the feature dates to the historic period(s) of significance of the building
and represents a substantial amount of historic fabric.
Condition:  Fair to Good- Preserve
Poor- Replace

4. PRESERVE WHERE THERE IS NO COMPELLING REASON FOR REMOVAL,;
UNDERTAKE ALL NECESSARY ALTERATION WORK AS SENSITIVELY AS
POSSIBLE, INCLUDING ANY DEMOLITION WORK.

Statement of Importance:

o the feature dates to the historic period(s) of significance of the building or
is a later, sensitive repair, but does not represent a substantial amount of
historic fabric, is not distinctive, nor does it make any measurable con-
tribution to the building’s historic appearance or system of construction.

Condition:  Fair to Good- Preserve
Poor- Alter/Replace

5. REMOVE/ALTER/REPLACE; UNDERTAKE ALL WORK AS SENSITIVELY AS
POSSIBLE.

Statement of Importance:
o the feature is not significant and through design or condition detracts from
the historic appearance of the building, or

e the feature is a poor design and/or construction detail which contributes
to the deterioration of the building, aor

vi
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o the feature creates a serious code violation which can not be mitigated.
(In cases where mitigation is not possible, removal or altgration of the
feature may, in some cases, take precedence over higher ratings normally
assigned to the feature.)

Condition:  Poor to Good- Remove/Replace

6. SPECIFIED TREATMENT IS NOT REQUIRED, HOWEVER, IF ANY WORK
IS DONE ON THIS ELEMENT IT SHOULD BE SYMPATHETIC TO THE
HISTORIC QUALITIES OF THE BUILDING.

Statement of Importance:
e the feature has no historic value.

0. DEFAULT RATING - FEATURE NOT EVALUATED

The ICAP computer program will default to this value. A rating of zero (0) should
alert the reader that an evaluation of the significance of the feature has not been
made.

PRIORITY

A Critical deficiency of a feature exists where:

e there is advanced deterioration which has resulted in the failure of the

feature or will result in the failure of the feature if not corrected within one
year or

e there is accelerated deterioration of adjacent or related building materials
as a result of the feature’s deficiency,

e there is a threat to the health and/or safety of the user, or

e there is a failure to meet a legislative requirement.

A Serious deficiency of a feature exists where:

e there is deterioration which, if not corrected within 2-5 years, will result in
the failure of the feature or

e a threat to the health and/or safety of the user may occur within 2- 5 years
if the deterioration is not corrected, or

e there is deterioration of adjacent or related materials and/or systems as a
result of the feature’s deficiency.

Vii

P




A Minor deficiency of a feature exists where:

e standard preventive maintenance practices and conservation methods
have not been followed, or

o there is a reduced life expectancy of affected or related materials and/or
systems, or

e there is a condition with long-term impact beyond 5 years.

WORK RECOMMENDATIONS

Within the inventory section of a comprehensive report, each time a fair or poor
condition is indicated, a work recommendation will appear in the back of the report.
Occasionally, several related deficient features can be grouped together under one
work recommendation. When this happens, the description of each of the affected
features refers the reader to the feature with the work recommendation and no
condition quantities are cited for the affected features.

COST ESTIMATES

The cost figures included in the work recommendations are estimates to be used
for the planning of future work. They can be based on the inspector’s own records,
cost data provided by the Park, or standard cost estimating guides such as R.S.
Means, but they are only estimates. Costs for architect’s or engineer’s fees or other
contingencies are not included.

viii
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L LIST OF SYMBOLS AND ABBREVIATIONS

bedrm or BR- bedroom
bldg- building

bsmnt or bmt - basement
btwn- between

clg- ceiling

dbl- double

dine or DR- dining room
E- east

elev- elevation

exist- existing

fdn- foundation

ftg- footing

fl or fir- floor

galv- galvanized

gyp bd- gypsum board
kit- kitchen

LF- linear feet

LR- living room

mtl- metal

N- north

NFPA 101 - Life Safety Code, National Fire Protection Association
oc- on center

Opg- opening

orig- original

reqd- required

rm- room

S- south

SF- square feet

SY- square yard

sgl- single

sht mtl- sheet metal

sm- small

stl- steel

T&G or T + G- tongue and groove
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typ- typical
~ UBC- Uniform Building Code

W- west
: wd- wood
> | wdo- window
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National Park Service :;3;0/92

. Inventory/Condition Assessment Program
MOUNT LOCUST HISTORIC HOUSE NATR-5570-1

' southeast Region

NATCHEZ TRACE PARKWAY HISTORIC STRUCTURE ASSESSMENT REPORT
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--EXECUTIVE SUMMARYee-e-meeceecmeecceeec e e e cmcccececceccccecmcccccctcccecccecccc e

SIGNIFICANCE: Mount Locust Historic House originated around 1780 & was
restored in 1956 back to its original condition as a frontier home of
1820. It served historically as a home & inn catering to travelers on the
old Natchez & today it functions as a museum. o )
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 1l-story wood structure building with long
front & small back porch (gallery); wood siding with double hung windows
on each side of exterior walls.

~-IDENTIFICATION/MANAGEMENT INFORMATI ON--ccecccmccccmmcc e rcccccccccceccccccccmcaaann
OTHER NAMES: Ferguson House
BUILDING ADDRESS BUILDING INFORMATION

PARK ORGCODE: 5570 BUILDING ORGCODE: 5570
MANAGEMENT UNIT: NATR

DISTRICT ORGCODE: 5570

Natchez Trace Parkway, Route 4, Box 250
Natchez, MS 39120

LOCATION: Natchez Trace

COUNTY: Jefferson

REAL PROPERTY INFORMATION
ACQUISITION DOCUMENT: = - -
ACQUISITION COST: $ 0
ACQUISITION DATE: 1937
GENERAL LEDGER ACCT NO:
SF 1166 NUMBER: 6080
SF 1166 DESIGNATION: HISTORIC BUILDING MUSEUM
TOTAL IMPROVEMENT/MODIFICATION COSTS: $

NUMBERING INFORMATION
NUMBER ON BUILDING: 116-300
LCS ID NUMBER: 11385
HOUSING NUMBER:
ENERGY NUMBER:
CONCESSIONER NUMBER:

SIZE INFORMATION

TOTAL FLOOR AREA: 920 SF
FIRST FLOOR AREA: 920 SF
ADDITIONAL FLOOR AREA: 0 SF
TOTAL BASEMENT AREA: 0 SF
FINISHED BASEMENT AREA: 0 SF
UNFINISHED BASEMENT AREA: 0 SF
ROOF AREA: 1900 SF

PERIMETER LENGTH: 170 LF

NUMBER OF STORIES: 1
NUMBER OF ROOMS: 5
NUMBER OF BATHROOMS: 0

BUILDING CONDITION: Fair

MAINTENANCE PRIORITY: 2 - Medium
MANAGEMENT CATEGORY: B DATE: 00/00/00
ELEVATION: FT

UTM COORDINATES: / /

OTHER PROPERTY INFORMATION
NPS LEGAL INTEREST:
FEE - FEE SIMPLE
MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT: NONE

APPRAISAL INFORMATION
REPLACEMENT COST:
APPRAISAL YEAR:
APPRAISAL SOURCE:
PERCENT OCCUPIED: 0%
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1780-1789

SUMMARY COST INFORMATION
TOTAL: $ 1712
CRITICAL: $ 780
SERIOUS: $ 932
MINOR: $ 0




JNERAL INFORMATION

pPage 2
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MOUNT LOCUST HISTORIC HOUSE NATR-5570-1

%;--IDENTIFXCATION/MANAGEHENT INFORMATI ON (cont)

o
JILDING CODE INFORMATION
. APPLICABLE CODES:
i NFPA 101
ANSI-A117.1

OCCUPANCY CLASSIFICATION: Museum
OCCUPANCY LOAD:

HAZARD OF CONTENTS: Low

SEISMIC ZONE: 1

4- CONSTRUCTION TYPE: Wood (5)

|
|
-

i

1

i -STGNIFICANCE---------------

SIGNIFICANCE: National

OPERATIONS INFORMATION

Open to the public

SEASON: Feb through Nov

HOURS: 8:30am to 5:00 pm daily

TREATMENT RESPONSIBILITY
INTERIM TREATMENT: NPS
APPROVED ULTIMATE TREATMENT: NPS
ROUTINE MAINTENANCE: NPS
CYCLIC MAINTENANCE: NPS

ULTIMATE TREATMENT: PROPOSED DATE: 00/00/00
DOCUMENT: Z - Regional/WASO Neglect Removal Memoran
TREATMENT TYPE: PRESERVATION

NATIONAL REGISTER STATUS: 1 - Entered - Documented DATE: 00/00/00

. NHL STATUS: No

-HISTORICAL INFORMATION

i
s PERIOD OF CONSTRUCTION: Historic
HISTORIC FUNCTION:
SINGLE DWELLING(INCL ROWHOUSE)

|
-

:*DOCUMENTATI ON-------------

-
ISC PARKCODE:
IRAWINGS :
. TITLE
o Preliminary Study No. 2
EPORTS:
TITLE
Mount Locust Stabilization

"™ Mount Locust on the Old Natchez Trace

CURRENT FUNCTION: )
MUSEUM (EXHIBITION HALL)

DOC ID # DATE LOCATION

N/A 02/03/55

DOC ID # DATE LOCATION

N/A Natchez Trace Parkway

N/A Eastern National Park & Monument Association




Page 3
07/30/92

ENERAL INFORMATION MOUNT LOCUST HISTORIC HOUSE NATR-5570-1

'.g*itti*ii"i'*ﬁ."iitt*i*i*t**'i*tt*t****itttiti'tt***tttiit*it*ttttt*t'ttiii't.ﬁ*'tﬁﬁ.t.tt.tt*'ttit*".tttt*.ﬁtii*t'thﬁ***'i

.

j--HI STORICAL DOCUMENTATION

-

HABS NUMBER: HAER NUMBER: NATIONAL REGISTER NUMBER:
CULTURAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT BIBLIOGRAPHY (CRBIB)

—
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--MAJOR IMPROVEMENTS/MODIFICATIONS

CONSTRUCTION DATE: 1780-1789 CONSTRUCTION: Built

COST: $ 0 DESIGNER:}Charles E. Peterson/Henry A. Judd
TRARS Mcnk

TOTAL IMPROVEMENT/MODIFICATION COSTS: $ 0

TEXT: Date of original construction
DESIGNER’S OCCUPATION: Architect
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~~-INSPECTION TEAM INFORMATION

EVALUATION PROCEDURE . ' . _ L
This building is one of the oldest historic buildings in Mississippi and

originated about 1780. The building is generally in good condition. The
"™ piers were replaced in 2/92.

" INSPECTION TEAM
DATE OF INSPECTION: 12/19/90
INSPECTION TEAM PERSONNEL:
Ali A. Miri
Historical Architect
Ctr for Arch Conservation
Georgia Tech
Atlanta, GA 30332-0155
(404) 894-8739
AREAS: Architecture
TIMES:
— INSPECTION: 4 HRS.
REPORT PREPARATION: 12 HRS.

DATA ENTRY
— DATE OF DATA ENTRY: 01/04/91
NAME: Jennifer L. Rakestraw
ADDRESS: Ctr for Arch Conservation
Georgia Tech
Atlanta, GA 30332-0155
(404) 894-3390
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INVENTORY/CONDITION ASSESSMENT - LEVEL 2 MOUNT LOCUST HISTORIC HOUSE NATR-5570-1
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— INVENTORY
MM CODE  FEATURE DESCRIPTION QUANTITY UNIT  CONDITION
am
EXTERIOR ENVELOPE
4111 WALLS:WALL SURFACE 11" wide wood siding 1821 SF TOTAL
MM UNIT: NATR 1821 SF Gooo
— HISTORIC RATING: 2 0 SF FAIR
REVISION DATE: 01/10/91 0 SF POOR
4112 WALLS:WALL STRUCTURE Wood studs 1937 SF TOTAL
MM UNIT: NATR 1937 SF GooD
HISTORIC RATING: 2 0 SF FAIR
REVISION DATE: 01/10/91 ) 0 SF POOR
| — B
4113 WALLS:WALL INSULATION None
MM UNIT: NATR
HISTORIC RATING: 6
— REVISION DATE: 07/15/92
4131 FLOORS:FLOOR SURFACE 7" wide, 1" thick wood/in the front & 745 SF TOTAL
. MM UNIT: NATR rear porch 745 SF GOOD
HISTORIC RATING: 2 0 SF FAIR
REVISION DATE: 03/14/91 0 SF POOR
o 4133 FLOORS:FLOOR STRUCTURE 8 1/2" x 6 1/2" wood joist, 28" on 745 SF TOTAL
MM UNIT: NATR center 745 SF GOOD
HISTORIC RATING: 2 0 SF FAIR
REVISION DATE: 01/10/91 0 SF POOR
-
4134 FLOORS:RAILING Wood: 3"x3"/in the front & rear porch 76 LF TOTAL
MM UNIT: NATR 76 LF GOOD
- HISTORIC RATING: & 0 LF FAIR
REVISION DATE: 03/14/91 0 LF POOR
4141 WINDOWS :WDO FRAME Wood in all exterior windows 9 EA TOTAL
— MM UNIT: NATR 9 EA GOOD
HISTORIC RATING: 3 0 EA FAIR
REVISION DATE: 03/14/91 0 EA POOR
e 4142 WINDOWS :WDO SASH Wood/double hung, 9 over 6 & 15 over 10 18 EA TOTAL
MM UNIT: NATR 18 EA GOOD
HISTORIC RATING: 3 0 EA FAIR
- REVISION DATE: 03/14/91 ] EA POOR
4143 WINDOWS :WDO TRIM Simple flat wood around the windows 96 LF TOTAL
MM UNIT: NATR 93 LF GOOoD
i HISTORIC RATING: 3 0 LF FAIR
REVISION DATE: 03/14/91 3 LF POOR
]
~—
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INVENTORY
QUANTITY UNIT

MM CODE

FEATURE

EXTERIOR ENVELOPE

4144

4146

4147

4149

- 4151

4152

4153

4155

4156

WINDOWS :WDO GLAZING

MM UNIT: NATR

HISTORIC RATING: 3
REVISION DATE: 06/03/92

WINDOWS :WDO LINTEL

MM UNIT: NATR

HISTORIC RATING: 4
REVISION DATE: 03/14/91

WINDOWS:WDO SILL

MM UNIT: NATR

HISTORIC RATING: 3
REVISION DATE: 03/14/91

WINDOWS:WDO SHUTTERS
MM UNIT: NATR

HISTORIC RATING: 3
REVISION DATE: 03/14/91

DOORS:DOOR FRAME

MM UNIT: NATR

HISTORIC RATING: 3
REVISION DATE: 03/14/91

DOORS :DOOR

MM UNIT: NATR

HISTORIC RATING: 3
REVISION DATE: 03/14/91

DOORS:DOOR TRIM

MM UNIT: NATR

HISTORIC RATING: &
REVISION DATE: 03/14/91

DOORS:DOOR HARDWARE

MM UNIT: NATR

HISTORIC RATING: 3
REVISION DATE: 03/14/91

DOORS:DOOR LINTEL

MM UNIT: NATR

HISTORIC RATING: 4
REVISION DATE: 03/14/91

DESCRIPTION

Single pane glass: 7 1/2"x10" & transom

Wood

Wood

2 & 4 panel wood

Wood in all exterior doors in the front
& rear

Wood 6 panel: 4 EA/tongue & groove wood:

3 EA/one in front & two in the rear

Simple flat wood

Steel handle, steel latch: 3, & lock
sets

Wood in all exterior doors

(=R )

O O v o

1"
1"

oo ~N~N

oo~~~

120
120

O O NN

oo N~

EA
EA
EA
EA

EA
EA
EA
EA

EA
EA
EA
EA

EA
EA
EA
EA

EA
EA
EA
EA

EA
EA
EA
EA

LF
LF
LF
LF

EA
EA
EA
EA

EA
EA
EA
EA

CONDITION

TOTAL
GOOD
FAIR
POOR

TOTAL
GOOD
FAIR
POOR

TOTAL
GOOD
FAIR
POOR

TOTAL

FAIR
POOR

TOTAL

FAIR
POOR

TOTAL
GOOD
FAIR
POOR

TOTAL
GOOD
FAIR
POOR

TOTAL
GOOD
FAIR
POOR

TOTAL
GOOD
FAIR
POOR



INVENTORY/CONDITION ASSESSMENT - LEVEL 2
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INVENTORY
QUANTITY UNIT

MM CODE

FEATURE

EXTERIOR ENVELOPE

4161

417

4174

4190

FINISHES:COATINGS

MM UNIT: NATR

HISTORIC RATING: 3
REVISION DATE: 03/14/91

STAIRS/RAMPS:STAIR/RAMP
MM UNIT: NATR

HISTORIC RATING: 6
REVISION DATE: 03/14/91

STAIRS/RAMPS :STAIR/RAMP
MM UNIT: NATR

HISTORIC RATING: 6
REVISION DATE: 03/14/91

EXTERIOR:EXTERIOR OTHER
MM UNIT: NATR

HISTORIC RATING: 3
REVISION DATE: 03/14/91

INTERIOR ENVELOPE

4211

4213

4214

4221

FLOORS: FLOOR SURFACE
MM UNIT: NATR

HISTORIC RATING: 2
REVISION DATE: 03/14/91

FLOORS: FLOOR STRUCTURE
MM UNIT: NATR

HISTORIC RATING: 2
REVISION DATE: 01/10/91

FLOORS:FLOOR INSULATION
MM UNIT: NATR

HISTORIC RATING: 6
REVISION DATE: 07/15/92

WALLS:WALL SURFACE

MM UNIT: NATR

HISTORIC RATING: 2
REVISION DATE: 03/14/91

SURFACE

RAILING

MOUNT LOCUST HISTORIC HOUSE

DESCRIPTION

White paint on front wall, blue on the
doors, & beige on the windows in front,
rear & both sides of the building

Wood: 9/x10" & 4’/x12"/in front & rear

Wood in front (13 LF) & in the rear (10
LF)

Wood posts: 8/-0" high/six in the front
porch & four in the rear

Wood (pine & white poplar) on all room
floors

8 1/2" & 6 1/2" wood joists, 28" on
center

None

Wood poplar in all rooms/white & yellow

376
376

60
60

23
23

o o

ey
N O oo

975
975

SF
SF
SF
SF

SF
SF
SF
SF

LF
LF
LF
LF

EA
EA
EA
EA

SF
SF
SF
SF

SF
SF
SF
SF

SF
SF
SF
SF
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CONDITION

TOTAL

FAIR
POOR

TOTAL

FAIR
POOR

TOTAL

FAIR
POOR

TOTAL
GOOD
FAIR
POOR

TOTAL

FAIR
POOR

TOTAL
GOOD
FAIR
POOR

TOTAL
GOOoD
FAIR
POOR
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INVENTORY
QUANTITY UNIT

MM CODE

FEATURE

INTERIOR ENVELOPE
4222 WALLS:WALL STRUCTURE
MM UNIT: NATR
HISTORIC RATING: 2
REVISION DATE: 03/14/91

4223 WALLS:WALL TRIM
MM UNIT: NATR
HISTORIC RATING: 4
REVISION DATE: 03/14/91

4231 CEILINGS:CLG SURFACE
MM UNIT: NATR
HISTORIC RATING: 3
REVISION DATE: 03/14/91

4232 CEILINGS:CLG STRUCTURE
MM UNIT: NATR
HISTORIC RATING: 2
REVISION DATE: 03/14/91

4233 CEILINGS:CLG TRIM
MM UNIT: NATR
HISTORIC RATING: &
REVISION DATE: 03/14/91

4243 WINDOWS :WINDOW TRIM
MM UNIT: NATR
HISTORIC RATING: 4
REVISION DATE: 03/14/91

4251 DOORS:DOOR FRAME
MM UNIT: NATR
HISTORIC RATING: 3
REVISION DATE: 03/14/91

4252 DOORS :DOOR
MM UNIT: NATR
HISTORIC RATING: 3
REVISION DATE: 03/14/91

4253 DOORS:DOOR TRIM
MM UNIT: NATR
HISTORIC RATING: 3
REVISION DATE: 03/14/91

DESCRIPTION

Wood studs

6" high simple wood base in all rooms

7" wide tongue & groove wood: 572 SF/
19" wide wood: 383 SF

4"x9" wood beams (joists), 33" on center

2 1/2" wood moulding: 110 LF/6" simple
flat wood

Decorative & simple wood on the interior
part of the windows

Wood

9 1/2" wide, 1" thick tongue & groove
wood door

Simple wood on the interior part of the
sleeping door

488

o o

234
234

955
955

955
955

275
275

123
13

10

O O = -

O O = -

SF
SF
SF
SF

LF
LF
LF

LF

SF
SF
SF
SF

SF
SF
SF
SF

SF
SF
SF
SF

LF
LF
LF
LF

EA
EA
EA
EA

EA
EA
EA
EA

LF
LF
LF
LF

CONDITION

TOTAL
GOOD
FAIR
POOR

TOTAL

FAIR
POOR

TOTAL
GOOD
FAIR
POOR

TOTAL
GOOD
FAIR

TOTAL

FAIR
POOR

TOTAL

FAIR
POOR

TOTAL
GOOoD
FAIR
POOR

TOTAL

FAIR
POOR

TOTAL
GOOD
FAIR
POOR
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INVENTORY
QUANTITY UNIT

FEATURE

MM CODE

INTERIOR ENVELOPE
4255 DOORS :DOOR HARDWARE
MM UNIT: NATR
HISTORIC RATING: 3
REVISION DATE: 03/14/91

4256 DOORS:DOOR LINTEL
MM UNIT: NATR
HISTORIC RATING: 4
REVISION DATE: 03/14/91

4261 FINISHES:COATINGS
MM UNIT: NATR
HISTORIC RATING: 3
REVISION DATE: 03/14/91

4281 FIREPLACES:MANTEL
MM UNIT: NATR
HISTORIC RATING: 2
REVISION DATE: 03/14/91

4282 FIREPLACES:FIREBOX
MM UNIT: NATR
HISTORIC RATING: 2
REVISION DATE: 03/14/91

4283 FIREPLACES :DAMPER
MM UNIT: NATR
HISTORIC RATING: 2
REVISION DATE: 03/14/91

ROOF
4311 SYSTEM:ROOF SURFACE
MM UNIT: NATR
HISTORIC RATING: 3
REVISION DATE: 03/14/91

4313 SYSTEM:ROOF STRUCTURE
MM UNIT: NATR
HISTORIC RATING: 2
REVISION DATE: 01/10/91

DESCRIPTION

Wood handle & wood lock on the front
entrance of the sleeping room

Wood

Paint on the wall of the hall & two
sleeping rooms

Decorative wood mantle: 1/simple brick
mantle: 2/in the hall room & sleeping
room

8" brick in all fireplaces

Steel in the sleeping room fireplace in
front of the storage

Wood shingles

Wood trusses: 24" on center

[ J = JEES Ny

OO = -

2273
1003

1270

oo WwWww OO WW

[= T = R Yy

19
19

1915
1915

EA
EA
EA
EA

EA
EA
EA
EA

SF
SF
SF
SF

EA
EA
EA
EA

EA
EA
EA
EA

EA
EA
EA
EA

sQ
SQ
SQ
sQ

SF
SF
SF
SF

CONDITION

TOTAL

FAIR
POOR

TOTAL
GOOD
FAIR
POOR

TOTAL
GOOD
FAIR
POOR

TOTAL
GOOD
FAIR
POOR

TOTAL
GOOD
FAIR
POOR

TOTAL
GOOD
FAIR
POOR

TOTAL
GOOD
FAIR
POOR

TOTAL
GOOD
FAIR
POOR
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o INVENTORY
MM CODE  FEATURE DESCRIPTION QUANTITY UNIT  CONDITION
T—
ROOF .
4314 SYSTEM:ROOF INSULATION Damaged insulation in the attic area 955 SF TOTAL
MM UNIT: NATR 0 SF GOOD
- HISTORIC RATING: 6 0 SF FAIR
REVISION DATE: 03/14/91 955 SF POOR
o 4322 OPENINGS:ROOF VENTILATION None
MM UNIT: NATR
HISTORIC RATING: &
REVISION DATE: 01/14/91
—
FOUNDATION
4413 WALLS:FDN VENTILATION None
- MM UNIT: NATR
HISTORIC RATING: 6
REVISION DATE: 03/14/91
—
4416 WALLS:FDN INSULATION None
MM UNIT: NATR
HISTORIC RATING: 6
- REVISION DATE: 03/14/91
4422 PIERS:PIER/PILE STRUCTURE Round wood piers, replaced in 2/92 29 EA TOTAL
MM UNIT: NATR 29 EA GOOD
— HISTORIC RATING: 2 0 EA FAIR
REVISION DATE: 07/15/92 0 EA POOR
4431 CHIMNEYS:CHIMNEY SURFACE Red brick 255 SF TOTAL
MM UNIT: NATR 255 SF GOOD
HISTORIC RATING: 3 0 SF FAIR
REVISION DATE: 03/14/91 0 SF POOR
-
4432 CHIMNEYS:CHIMNEY STRUCTURE 8" brick 25 LF TOTAL
MM UNIT: NATR 25 LF GOOD
HISTORIC RATING: 2 0 LF FAIR
- REVISION DATE: 01/10/91 0 LF POOR
4434 CHIMNEYS:CHIMNEY CAP Clay cap 2 EA TOTAL
. MM UNIT: NATR 2 EA GOOD
HISTORIC RATING: 3 0 EA FAIR
REVISION DATE: 01/14/91 0 EA POOR
Ta-—
-
| -




INVENTORY/CONDITION ASSESSMENT - LEVEL 2
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INVENTORY
QUANTITY UNIT

MM CODE

FEATURE

UTILITY SYSTEMS

4611

4612

4615

4618

4631

4652

PLUMBING:SUPPLY PIPE NET
MM UNIT: NATR

HISTORIC RATING: 6
REVISION DATE: 03/14/91

PLUMBING:WASTE PIPE NET
MM UNIT: NATR

HISTORIC RATING: 6
REVISION DATE: 03/14/91

PLUMBING:SEPTIC SYSTEM
MM UNIT:
HISTORIC RATING:

PLUMBING:WATER TREAT SYS
MM UNIT:
HISTORIC RATING:

ELECTRICAL: INCOMING SERVICE
MM UNIT:
HISTORIC RATING:

HVAC:HVAC EQUIPMENT
MM UNIT:
HISTORIC RATING:

FIRE/LIFE/HEALTH SAFETY

471

4721

FIRE EGRESS:MEANS OF EGRESS
MM UNIT:
HISTORIC RATING:

INTRUSION:INT ALARM

MM UNIT: NATR

HISTORIC RATING: 6
REVISION DATE: 01/10/91

MOUNT LOCUST HISTORIC HOUSE

DESCRIPTION

None

None

Not inspected

Not inspected

Not inspected

Not inspected

Not inspected

None

O = R o QY

EA
EA
EA
EA
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CONDITION

TOTAL
GOOD
FAIR
POOR
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MM CODE

FEATURE

FIRE/LIFE/HEALTH SAFETY
4733 FIRE DETECTION:FD DETECTOR
MM UNIT: NATR
HISTORIC RATING: 6
REVISION DATE: 01/14/91

4741 SMOKE CONTROL :SMOKE ALARM
MM UNIT: NATR
HISTORIC RATING: 6
REVISION DATE: 07/15/92

4743 SMOKE CONTROL :DEVICE/EQPT
MM UNIT: NATR
HISTORIC RATING: 6
REVISION DATE: 03/14/91

4757 FIRE SUPPRESSION:EXTINGUISHERS

MM UNIT: NATR
HISTORIC RATING: 6
REVISION DATE: 03/14/91

4761 SEISMIC:STRUCTURAL
MM UNIT: NATR
HISTORIC RATING: 6
REVISION DATE: 03/14/91

4T HANDICAPPED ACCESS:PARKING
MM UNIT: NATR
HISTORIC RATING: 6
REVISION DATE: 03/14/91

4772 HANDICAPPED ACCESS:ENTRY/ROUTE

MM UNIT: NATR
HISTORIC RATING: 6
REVISION DATE: 07/15/92

4774 HANDICAPPED ACCESS:RESTROOMS
MM UNIT: NATR
HISTORIC RATING: 6
REVISION DATE: 03/14/91

4775 HANDICAPPED ACCESS:DRINKING FOUNTAIN

MM UNIT: NATR
HISTORIC RATING: 6
REVISION DATE: 03/14/91

----------------------
-----------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------

None

smoke detectors hard wired into build-
ing’s electrical system

None

ABC, Adger & Unsol/in the hall, storage
& sleeping room

Zone 1: major damage/two-story rectan-
gular building on wood piers

2 - 12’/x20’ asphalt spaces marked

Asphalt from parking area to the
building/handicapped access planmning is
underway

5/-0" wide, 16’-0" long

Located outside of toilet room area

INVENTORY

QUANTITY UNIT  CONDITION

5 EA TOTAL
o EA GOOD
0 EA FAIR
0 EA POOR
3 EA TOTAL
3 EA GOOD
0 EA FAIR
0 EA POOR
2 EA TOTAL
2 EA GOOD
0 EA FAIR
0 EA POOR

3800 EA TOTAL

3800 EA GOoD
0 EA FAIR
0 EA POOR
1 EA TOTAL
1 EA GOOD
0 EA FAIR
0 EA POOR
1 EA TOTAL
1 EA GOOD
0 EA FAIR
0 EA POOR
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INVENTORY
QUANTITY UNIT

MM CODE

FEATURE

FIRE/LIFE/HEALTH SAFETY

4781
——
4782
| —
4783
—
4784
—
" 4785
T—
4786
]
" GENERAL
4911
~ -
4912
e
—-—
-
aa—

HEALTH SAFETY:D WTR TREATMENT
MM UNIT: NATR

HISTORIC RATING: 6

REVISION DATE: 01/10/91

HEALTH SAFETY:W WTR TREATMENT
MM UNIT: NATR

HISTORIC RATING: 6

REVISION DATE: 07/15/92

HEALTH SAFETY:FOOD SERVICE
MM UNIT: NATR

HISTORIC RATING: 6
REVISION DATE: 01/10/91

HEALTH SAFETY:REFUSE COLL/STOR

MM UNIT: NATR
HISTORIC RATING: 6
REVISION DATE: 01/10/91

HEALTH SAFETY:PEST INFEST
MM UNIT: NATR

HISTORIC RATING: 6
REVISION DATE: 07/15/92

HEALTH SAFETY:HAZARDOUS MATL
MM UNIT: NATR

HISTORIC RATING: 6

REVISION DATE: 03/14/91

BUILDING/SITE

SITE FEATURES:DRIVE/PARKING
MM UNIT: NATR

HISTORIC RATING: 6
REVISION DATE: 01/10/91

SITE FEATURES:GRADE/DRAINAGE
MM UNIT: NATR

HISTORIC RATING: 5

REVISION DATE: 01/10/91

MOUNT LOCUST HISTORIC HOUSE

DESCRIPTION

Canesbury Church Hill water system

None required

Building does not provide a public food

service

Solid waste management of Mississippi

Building should be on annual inspeciton
& treatment plan due to past infestation

None

Asphalt 9/x20’ for cars

Slopes away from the building

O O - -

25
25

4500
4500

EA
EA
EA
EA

SF
SF
SF
SF

SF
SF
SF
SF
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CONDITION

TOTAL

FAIR
POOR

TOTAL
GOOoD
FAIR
POOR

TOTAL
GOOD
FAIR
POOR
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INVENTORY
QUANTITY UNIT

MM CODE

FEATURE

GENERAL BUILDING/SITE

4913

4914

SITE FEATURES:VEGETATION
MM UNIT: NATR

HISTORIC RATING: 5
REVISION DATE: 03/14/91

SITE FEATURES:WALKWAY/PATIO
MM UNIT: NATR

HISTORIC RATING: 3

REVISION DATE: 03/14/91

MOUNT LOCUST HISTORIC HOUSE

DESCRIPTION

Grass around the building

3/-0" wide red brick walkway herringbone
pattern all around the building

4500
4500

996
996

SF
SF
SF
SF

SF
SF
SF
SF
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CONDITION

TOTAL
GOOD
FAIR
POOR

TOTAL

FAIR
POOR
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Work Recommendations MOUNT LOCUST HISTORIC HOUSE
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MAT

MM ELEMENT DEFICIENCY LABOR

CODE UNIT CODE RECOMMENDATION QUANTITY .UNIT MARK-UP

EXTERIOR ENVELOPE

4143 WINDOWS Rotted sill in the window on Remove rotted sill/provide 3 LF S 10
WDO TRIM the rear elevation wood sill the same size & 62
PRIORITY: SERIOUS shape & replace 22
CONDITION: POOR s======
SOURCE: Means 94
RATING: 3

4144 WINDOWS Broken & cracked glass in the Remove all broken & cracked 22 EA $ 125
WDO GLAZING windows on the front, rear & glasses/provide single plate 90
PRIORITY: CRITICAL side elevations glass the size of each pane 65
CONDITION: POOR s======
SOURCE: Means 280
RATING: 3

4190 EXTERIOR Cracked colums in the rear Clean out any debris & all 2 EA $ 50
EXTERIOR OTHER porch paint from cracks; brush 100
PRIORITY: SERIOUS cracks water repellant 45
CONDITION: POOR preservative; prime & paint as ==z====
SOURCE: Others required 195
RATING: 3

INTERIOR ENVELOPE

4243 WINDOWS Cracked & damaged wood trim in Repair cracked wood trim 10 LF $ 0
WINDOW TRIM the sleeping room on the right 65
PRIORITY: SERIOUS side of the sitting room 20
CONDITION: POOR s======
SOURCE: Means 85
RATING: 4

4261 FINISHES Dirty walls in the hall & Paint all walls, ceilings, 1270 SF  $ 80
COATINGS sleeping rooms walls, & windows in the hall 350
PRIORITY: SERIOUS & sleeping rooms 129
CONDITION: POOR =======
SOURCE: Means 559
RATING: 3

ROOF

4314 SYSTEM Damaged & old insulation in Remove all damaged insulation, 955 SF  $ 240
ROOF INSULATION the attic area provide 3 1/2" thick R11 batt 145
PRIORITY: CRITICAL insulation & insert between 116
CONDITION: POOR the joists =======
SOURCE: Means 501

RATING: 6
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MM ELEMENT DEFICIENCY LABOR
CODE UNIT CODE RECOMMENDATION QUANTITY UNIT MARK-UP
h_— . S e e sis s esseseas D eeswaes T ——
FIRE/LIFE/HEALTH SAFETY
— R R
4721 INTRUSION Building does not have NPS - Harper’s Ferry Center 1 EA S 0
INT ALARM intrusion alarm system is currently conducting study 0
PRIORITY: CRITICAL for system/costs not available 0
| - CONDITION: POOR at this time =======
SOURCE: Means S 0
RATING: 6
- —
| —
R
-
-
—
T
-
-_
-
S A-—
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DIVISION

EXTERIOR ENVELOPE

INTERIOR ENVELOPE

ROOF

FOUNDATION

FURNISHINGS

UTILITY SYSTEMS
Plumbing
Electrical
HVAC
Conveyance

FIRE/LIFE/HEALTH SAFETY

Fire/Life Safety

Handicapped Accessiblity

Public Health

GENERAL BUILDING/SITE

SUBTOTAL

TOTALS

L

L

CRITICAL
FAIR  POOR
o s
o s
0o s
0o s
0 s
0 s
0o s
0 s
0o s
0o s
0o s
0o s
0o s
0o s
0o s
0 s
$ 780

MOUNT LOCUST HISTORIC HOUSE

1

NATCHEZ TRACE PARKWAY

280

501

O oo oo

o o oo

780

L

L I

SERIOUS
FAIR  POOR
0o s
0o s
0o s
0o s
0 s
0o s
0o s
0 s
0o s
0o s
0 s
0o s
0o s
0o s
0o s
0's
s 932

289

644

932

Oo0oooo

O o0Ooo

L B

e

MINOR
FAIR  POOR

0o s
0 s
0 s
0 s
0 s
0o s
0o s
0 s
0 s
0 s
0o s
0o s
0 s
0o s
0o s
0 s

Oo0oo0ooo

0O o0ooo

SUBTOTAL
$ 568
$ 644
$ 501
$ 0
$ 0
s 0
$ 0
s 0
$ 0
$ 0
$ 0
s 0
$ 0
$ 0
$ 0
s 1712



Bibliography

“A Historical and Archeological Report”, Mound Plantation, Jefferson County, MS, National
Park Service, Tupelo, MS, 1941.

Bemnette, Stuart, “Architectural Survey of the Chamberlain House on Mound Plantation”, August
14, 1937.

Carrier, Maris M., Ph.D., “Grounds Report on Mount Locust Plantation”, February 5, 1980.

Dougharty, George, Gwin, Samuel and Knight, John, Eng., “Map of Mississippi, Philadelphia”,
1838.

Felder, Adolph H., “Mound Plantation House, 4 Drawings”, Historic American Buildings Survey,
1940.

“Historic Structure Assessment Report on Mt. Locust Historic House, Center for Architectural
Conservation, College of Architecture, Georgia Institute of Technology, Atlanta, GA, 1991.

Judd, H.A., “Mount Locust (Mound Plantation House) 9 Drawings”, Historic American Buildings
Survey, 1956.

Koch, Richard, “Photographs of Louisiana houses similar in date, character and detail to Mount
Locust™.

Menard, Patty Sue, Park Ranger, “Research of the Furnishings of Mount Locust”, National Park
Service, October 1988.

Pams, Fred P., Asst. Architect, Branch of Plans and Designs, National Park Service, “Preliminary
Report: The Chamberlain House and Dependencies of Mound Plantation Development,
Jefferson County, MS”, November 18, 1937.

Phelps, Dawson A., “Stands and Travel Accommodations on the Natchez Trace”, Natchez Trace
Parkway, June 11, 1948.

Phelps, Dawson A., “Mount Locust, A Restudy Of'its History”, Natchez Trace Parkway, May 17,
1955.

Phelps, Dawson A., “Mound Plantation, A Historical and Archeological Report”, Natchez Trace
Parkway.

Phelps, Dawson A., “The Ferguson House: An Architectural Study”, Natchez Trace Parkway,
June 13, 1947.

Smith, Robert E., Measured Drawings of the Ferguson House.



Storage and
Sleeping

Hall

sitting and eating

Sleeping

Front Gallery

W
_l
||
||

Rear Gallery

Sleeping

Sleeping

Mount Locust
Historic House

Natchez Trace
Parkway

FIRST FLOOR PLAN

01 5] 10

L e



