United States Department of the Interior
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Gates of the Arctic National Park and Preserve
P.0. Box 7468C
IN REFLY REFER TO: Fairbanks, Alaska 99707

March 28, 1994

MEMORANDUM
To: Files
From: wildlife Biologist

Subject: Off-road point counts for 1993.

Attached are the results from off-road point counts at Anaktuvuk
Pass, Pingo Lake, and along the Middle Fork Koyukuk. Three
tables exist for each survey--1 for species and abundances found
during the count, 1 for species and abundances found during the
trip to conduct the point count, and 1 for the vegetation
classification for each survey site on the point count transect.
Vegetation classification follows Viereck et al 1992 and Kessel
1979.

Data from these surveys have been sent to Colleen Handel, USNBS,
as part of a pilot program to study neotropical landbirds in
Alaska by the Alaska Boreal Partners in Flight group. A report
detailing all information collected through this effort should be
forthcoming.
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Tabie 1. Bird species and abundances observed during an off-
road polint count bird survey near Anaktuvuk Pass, Gates of the
Arctic National Park and Preserve, Brooks Range, Alaska, 14-16
June 1993. Abundance reflects the number of birds observed
during the survey and Is coded as follows: 1 = 1-5 birds, 2 =
6~10 birds, 3 = >10 birds.

Common Name Abundance
Oid Squaw 1
Greater Scaup 3
Northern Pintall 1
Lesser Golden Plover 1
Lesser Yellowiegs 1
Solitary Sandpiper 1

Amer ican Roblin
Northern Wheatear
Common Redpol i

Amer ican Tree Sparrow
Savannah Sparrow
White-crowned Sparrow
Lapland Longspur
Smith’s Longspur
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Table 2. Bird specles and abundances observed during a trip to
conduct an off-road point count bird survey near Anaktuvuk Pass,
Gates of the Arctic National Park and Preserve, Brooks Range,

Alaska, 14-16 June 1893.
1-5 birds, 2 = 6-10 blirds,

Abundance codes are as follows: 1 =

3 = >10 birds.

Common Name

Abundance

Paciflc Loon *

Old Squaw

Harlequin Duck *

Greater Scaup

Northern Pintall

Amer lcan Widgeon *

Amer ican Green-winged Teal
Red-breasted Merganser *

Golden Eagle *

Lesser Golden Plover
Lesser Yel lowlegs
Common Snipe *

Sol ltary Sandpliper
Red-necked Phalarope *
Mew Gull *

Long-tal led Jaeger *

Common Raven *

Amer ican Roblin
Bluethroat *

Northern Wheatear
Yeliow Warbler =
Wlison’s Warbler =
Common Redpoli

Amer ican Tree Sparrow
Savannah Sparrow

Fox Sparrow *
White-crowned Sparrow
Horned Lark =

Lapliand Longspur
Smith’s Longspur
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* denotes bird species not observed during the off-road point
count but seen In the area on the preceding day.



Table 3. Vegetation ciassification for each survey site on the
off-road point count bird survey for Anaktuvuk Pass, Gates of
the Arctic Nationai Park and Preserve, Brooks Range, Aiaska, 14-
16 June 1993. Vegetation was ciassiflied using the Ajaska
Vegetation Ciassification (Viereck et al 1982) and the Avian
Habitat Ciassification for Alaska (Kessel 1979).

Site Alaska Vegetation Avian Hablitat
Number Classiflcation Classification

1 Dryas Dwarf Scrub Dwarf Shrub Mat

2 Mesic Graminoid Herbaceous Dwarf Shrub Mat

3 Open Low Scrub Low Shrub Thicket
4 Dryas Dwarf Scrub Dwarf Shrub Mat

5 Dryas Dwarf Scrub inland Biock Fieid

/Dwar f Shrub Mat

6 Dryas Dwarf Scrub iniand Biock Fieid
/Dwarf Shrub Mat

7 Dryas Dwarf Scrub iniand Biock Fieid
/Dwarf Shrub Mat

8 Dryas Dwarf Scrub Dwarf Shrub Mat
9 Dryas Dwarf Scrub Dwarf Shrub Mat
10 Dryas Dwarf Scrub Dwarf Shrub Mat
11 Mesic Graminoid Herbaceous Dwarf Shrub Meadow

12 Wet Graminoid herbaceous Dwarf Shrub Meadow




Table 4. Bird species and abundances observed during an off-
road point count blrd survey at Pingo Lake, Noatak Rlver, Gates
of the Arctic Natlional Park and Preserve, Brooks Range, Alaska,
18-21 June 19983. Abundance reflects the number of birds
observed durlng the survey and Is coded as follows: 1 = 1-56
birds, 2 = 6-10 birds, 3 = >10 blrds.

Common Name Abundance

Lesser Yellowlegs
Upliand Sandplper
Seml-paimated Sandplper
Red-necked Phalarope
Common Snipe

Common Raven
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Amer ican Robin
Gray-cheeked Thrush
Yel iow Warbler
Wilson's Warbler
Common Redpol |

Amer ican Tree Sparrow
Savannah Sparrow
White-crowned Sparrow
Smith’'s Longspur
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Table 5. Bird species and abundances observed during a trip to
conduct an off-road point count bird survey at Pingo Lake,
Noatak River, Gates of the Arctic National Park and Preserve,
Brooks Range, Alaska, 18-21 June 19893. Abundance codes are as
foliows: 1 = 1-5 birds, 2 = 6-10 birds, 3 = >10 birds.

Common Name Abundance

Tundra Swan *

Horned Grebe *
Greater Scaup *
White-winged Scoter =

- ) =t
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Goiden Eagie *
Northern Harrier *
Gyrfalcon *

-t b

Lesser Goiden Piover *
Lesser Yellowliegs
Upiand Sandplper
Solitary Sandplper =
Semi-paimated Sandpiper
Red-necked Phalarope
Common Snipe

Mew Guil *

Bank Swaliow *

Common Raven *

N a2 a2 WON=2WON =

Amer ican Robln
Northern Wheatear =
Gray-cheeked Thrush
Northern Shrike =
Yeiiow Warbler
Wiison’s Warbier
Common Redpol i

Amer ican Tree Sparrow
Savannah Sparrow
White-crowned Sparrow
Smith’s Longspur
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* denotes bird species not observed during the off-road point
count but seen in the viclnity on the preceding day.



Table 6. Vegetation classiflication for each survey site on the
off-road point count bird survey for Pingo Lake, Noatak River,
Gates of the Arctic National Park and Preserve, Brooks Range,
Alaska, 18-21 June 1993. Vegetation was classifled using the
Alaska Vegetation Classlification (Viereck et al 1992) and the
Avian Habltat Classificatlion for Alaska (Kessel 1879).

Site Alaska Vegetation Avian Habltat

Number Classiflcation Classliflcation

1 Open Tall Scrub Tall Shrub Thicket
/Wet Meadow

2 Mesic Graminold Herbaceous Low Shrub Thicket

3 Meslc Graminold Herbaceous Medlum Shrub Thlicket
/Dwar f Shrub Mat

4 Mesic Graminolid Herbaceous Medlium Shrub Thicket
/Dwarf Shrub Mat

5 Mesic Graminoid Herbaceous Medium Shrub Thicket
/Dwarf Shrub Mat

6 Mesic Graminold Herbaceous Medium Shrub Thicket
/Dwar f Shrub Mat

7 Dryas Dwarf Scrub Low Shrub Thicket

' /Dwar f Shrub Mat

8 Meslc Graminold Herbaceous Medium Shrub Thicket
/Dwarf Shrub Mat

9 Mesic Gramlinoid Herbaceous Low Shrub Thicket
/Dwarf Shrub Mat

10 Open Tall Scrub Tall Shrub Thicket

i1 Medium Shrub Thicket Medium Shrub Thicket

12 Open Low Scrub Low Shrub Thicket

/Dwarf Shrub Mat




Table 7. Blrd specles and abundances observed during an off-road
point count blird survey along the Mlddlie Fork Koyukuk Rliver,
Gates of the Arctic National Park and Preserve, Brooks Range,
Alaska, 22-25 June 1982. Abundance reflects the number of blrds
observed during the survey and Is coded as follows: 1 = 1-5
blrds, 2 = 6-10 birds, 3 = >10 blrds.

Common Name Abundance
Canada Goose 1
Merlin 1
Lesser Yellowlegs 1
Spotted Sandpliper 1
Great-horned Owl 1

Alder Flycatcher

Ol lve-sided Flycatcher
Bank Swal liow

Gray Jay

Varlied Thrush
Swalnson’s Thrush
Gray-cheeked Thrush
Ruby-crowned Kingiet
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Yel low-rumped Warbler
Blackpol |l Warbler

Northern Waterthrush

Common Redpol |

Dark-eyed Junco (Slate-color)
White-crowned Sparrow

Fox Sparrow
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Table 8. Bird species and abundances observed during a trip to
conduct an off-road point count bird survey along the Middie
Fork Koyukuk Rlver, Gates of the Arctic National Park and
Preserve, Brooks Range, Alaska, 22-25 June 1992. Abundance
codes are as foliows: 1 = 1-5 birds, 2 = 6-10 birds, 3 = >10

birds.

Common Name Abundance

Canada Goose 3
Green-winged Teal *

-t

Rough-legged Hawk *
Red~talled (Harian's) Hawk *
Peregrine Falcon *

Merlin

Amer ican Kestrel *

L Y S G Y

Lesser Yellowiegs 1
Spotted Sandpiper 1
Arctic Tern * 1

-t

Great-horned Owi
Boreal Owl *

-t

Alider Flycatcher
Ollve-sided Flycatcher
Bank Swalliow

Tree Swaliow

Gray Jay

Common Raven *

Varled Thrush
Swalnson’s Thrush
Gray-cheeked Thrush
Ruby-~crowned Kingliet
Bohemian Waxwing *

Yel iow Warbier *

Yel low~-rumped Warbler
Wilson's Warblier *
Blackpolil Warbler
Northern Waterthrush
Rusty Blackbird =
White-winged Crossbill *
Common Redpol |
Savannah Sparrow *
Dark-eyed Junco (Siate-color)
White~-crowned Sparrow
Fox Sparrow

VDWWAN=L 2 WaLaa NS ONONNWOWWN =

* denotes bird species not observed during the off-road point
count survey but seen In the vicinity on the preceding day.



Table 9. Vegetatlion classification for each survey slite on the
off-road point count bird survey along the Middle Fork Koyukuk
River, Gates of the Arctic National Park and Preserve, Brooks
Range, Alaska, 22-25 June 1993. Vegetation was classified using
the Alaska Vegetation Classiflication (Viereck et al 1982) and
the Avian Hablitat Classification for Alaska (Kessel 1879).

Site Alaska Vegetation Avian Habltat

Number Classiflcation Ciasslflication

1 Open Broadleaf Forest Mixed Declduous-Conlferous

Forest

2 Open Needleleaf Forest Mixed Decliduous-Conlferous
Forest

3 Open Broadlieaf Forest Mixed Declduous-Conl ferous
Forest

4 Open Broadieaf Forest Mixed Declduous-Conlferous
Forest

5 Open Mixed Forest Mixed Declduous-Conlferous
Forest

6 Open Mixed Forest Mixed Deciduous-Conl ferous
Forest

7 Open Needieleaf Forest Mixed Declduous-Conl ferous
Forest

8 Open Needleleaf Forest Conlferous Forest

9 Closed Needleleaf Forest Mixed Declduous-Conl ferous
Forest

10 Broadlieaf Woodland Mixed Declduous-Conlferous
Forest

11 Open Needieleaf Forest ) Mixed Declduous-Conlferous

/Ciosed Needleleaf Forest Forest

12 Needieleaf Woodland Conl ferous Forest
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