NIt 4

MEMORANDUM

TO: Shelli Swanson and Patty Rost

FROM:
RE:

Kate Swift
Kobuk River Raptor Survey

September 20, 1991

KOBUK RIVER RAPTOR SURVEY SUMMARY

To determine the .distribution, abundance and productivity of
cliff nesting raptors along the the Kobuk River from Walker
Lake to the confluence of the Pah River. This survey was done
in conjunction with a study of abundance and diversity of
small mammals in different habitat types along the Kobuk.

Study Area

The study was conducted along the Kobuk River from Walker Lake
to confluence of the Pah River.

Procedure

Previously located raptor nests were recorded on maps,
relocated and checked for occupancy/chicks. In addition, a
search for new nest sites was conducted by surveying cliff
areas with good potent1a1 for nests and pract1ca1 walking
distance from the river. Nests were observed using binoculars
and spotting scopes at a distance to minimize disturbance to
the nesting birds. Species name, number of young, a
description of the nest and bird behavoir was recorded on
raptor nest cards and are filed within the Gates of the Arctic
NP raptor files. Photos were taken of each nest and are filed
accordingly.

Results and Discussion

Ten nest structures were observed on the raptor survey;
all but one were within the Gates of the Arctic National
Preserve. Due to the lack of cliffs, except in the upper and
lower canyons of the Kobuk, nine of the nests were located in
trees. The lone nest sighted on a cliff was falling apart and
hadn’t been used in several seasons. No previously located
nests were located, except for the nests observed by Dave
Schmitz earlier this season; this is either due to birds
moving their nest sites, inaccuracies in mapping nest
locations especially the ones recorded by air, and/or our
survey missing nest sites due to poor weather. Compiled
raptor nest observations are as follows:
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Raptor Nest Observations:
Active Nests:

Osprey - 5 w/ ?#young or eggs
each nest but 1 had 2 adults at the nest site
Harlan’s Hawk - 1 w/1 nestling aged 30-40 days and
2 adults at the nest site

Inactive Nests:
Unidentified Nests - 3 including 1 cliff nest

Bald Eagle - 1 outside the GAAR National Preserve

Twenty nine raptor observations were made including birds
associated with nests. The most significant sighting was a
Peregrine Falcon in the Lower Kobuk Canyon; it’s nest was not
located. Compiled observations are as follows:

Raptor Observations:
Peregrine Falcon - 1 (Continental variety)

Bald Eagle - 3 adults

Ospreys - 12 total; 9 adults associated w/5 nests
Harlan’s Hawk - 4 total; 2 adults and 1 nestling
associated with 1 nest

Rough Legged Hawk - 3; 2 adults and 1 juvenile
Northern Harrier - 2; 1 female and 1 male

Goshawk - 1

Great Horned Owl - 1

Short Eared Owl - 1

Problems
Since there were few area with cliffs, prioritizing cliff

nesting raptors left little work to be done. Observations of tree
nesting raptor species along with measurements and descriptions of
their nests were made. Due to the whitewater, we did not
extensively survey the Lower Kobuk Canyon for raptor nests; in the
future this could be done. My temptation would have been to hike
around the areas where hawks were showing defensive behavoir to
locate nests, but since these species were not a priority and the
weather was so lousy, this was not worth the effort. Rainy weather
the entire trip may have hampered our viewing potential; birds
otherwise seen may have remained on nests unobserved.

Conclusions
The Kobuk River should not be included as an important river

for study and managment for cliff nesting raptors. A more likely
choice would be the Noatak with accessible cliff areas if a west
running river is what is needed.



KOBUK RIVER RAPTOR SURVEY

Nine pages of maps follow this page locating the raptor
observations and nest sites.
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