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Your walk today will take you through
America’s first factory town, along the
beautiful Mill River gorge that powered
hundreds of years of progress. Park at
the Eli Whitney Museum at 915 Whitney
Avenue, and prepare yourself for an
expedition into

hank you
for visiting!
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On your right is the triangle of Eli Whitney Park. Continue
straight up Whitney Avenue here, crossing streets twice. Down
the streets to your left is the historic Cedars district, the first
planned suburb outside New Haven, full of Bungalow style homes. In
a few minutes you will reach Putnam Avenue at the modern center of
Whitneyville, where you could stop to get a bite or drink at one of the
excellent restaurants or cafes. The electric trolley reached this inter-
section from New Haven at the turn of the 20th century.

For another

side trip, con-

tinue up the
west side of Whit-
ney. You will pass
the 1834 Whit-
neyville Cemetery,
with hitching posts
still visible along
Treadwell Street.

Street and
past the
service station

at 1322 Whitney
Avenue is a house
owned by Eli Whit-
ney Jr. This 1845
Greek Revival was
used as a board-
ing house for the
Armory.

Whitney Avenye

Across Mather

If you want

a longer
stroll, head
up Mather to the
corner of Servoss,
where you’ll find

a glacial kettle
pond, a geological
reminder of Con-
necticut’s ice age
past, preserved by
the Hamden Land
Conservation Trust.

The main walk continues at the impressive Whitneyville Congre-
gational Church. Eli Whitney Jr. donated the land to build this
Greek Revival masterpiece in 1834.

After paying your r

— T

espects, walk down the short Putnam Avenue

extension to the Lake Road Scenic Overlook. You are looking at

the second lake in what is actually a long series of lakes created
by the Whitney Dam. In the late 1800s, ice skaters enjoyed this lake
in winter and Yale regattas were held in the summer. Across the lake
from you is the New Haven Country Club, once the Davis Farm.

pedestrian thoroug
On your right on th

Turn south on Lake Road, a barely used street that becomes a

hfare for a very pleasant walk along the lake.
e hill is “Lucerne,” Hamden’s only castle,

built with crenellated towers, ornate chimneys, and other medieval
features. It was built in 1906 by Frederick Grave, a prominent cigar

manufacturer. Once you

reach Davis Street, you will see the first

lake spread out in front you. This area is the
original site of the Ithiel Town covered bridge,
at what was the beginning of the Hartford
Turnpike, a nearly straight path between the
two cities completed in 1799.

For another short side trip, go east
on Davis across the bridge, until you
réach the stoplight at the Hartford
Turnpike. Across the street to your left is
the Eli Dickerman house, built in 1821 on
land bought from Eli Whitney. It is a perfect
example of the Greek Revival architecture
sweeping the country at the time. Tc your
right is an exclusive neighborhood, where
you can find another wonderful house by
Alice Washburn at 29 Hartford Turnpike.

The main walk from Lake Road turns west

on the south side of Davis Street, and con-
tinues back down Whitney Avenue the way
you came. You have now walked the heart of
Whitneyville, and seen many historic wonders.
Eli Whitney and his son helped build both
Hamden and America, and their legacy of in-
novation and hard work is one that continues
to astonish and inspire us, even as we head
into the 21st century.

This walking tour brochure has been financed in part by
the Department of Economic and Community Develop-
ment with federal funds from the Historic Preservation
Fund of the National Park Service, US Dept. of the inte-
rior. However, the contents and opinions do not neces-
sarily reflect the views or policies of the Department

or the Department of the Interior, nor does the men-
tion of trade names or commercial products constitute
endorsement or recommendation by the Department or
the Department of the Interior. This program receives
Federal financial assistance through the Department for
identification and protection of historic properties. Under
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Section 504
of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the U.S. Department
of the Interior prohibits discrimination on the basis of
race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in its feder-
ally assisted programs. If you believe that you have been
discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility
described above, please write to: Office of Equal Op-
portunity, U.S. National Park Service, 1849 C Street, NW,
Washington, DC 20240.





