the Silver City Museum as well as its largest
artifact. Constructed in Mansard-talianate style with local
brick and lumber, this Silver City landmark reflected the
optimism of its erq, butits early owners also experienced the
downside of a mining economy. Prospectors Harry Ailman
and H. M. Meredith struck it rich in silver mining, opened
a bank in Silver City, and built twin homes for their families
on block 67, Broadway Street.The original house consisted
of the wood floor areas and what is now the kitchen. The
house ended with the room just past the stcurs, and the

The H. B. Ailman house, bunlt in ]881 at the-
1881

height of the Silver mining boom, is home to

Harry Ailman Theora Ailman

Allman n eredifh ‘Ho.usés, 1881

| The twin houses were

| built by Robert Black,
. a building contractor.
. A sawmill in the Burro

' traded as partial payment

~ to build the houses.

Preserving historic neighborhoods
protects not only the investment of all
! the owners but also the rights of citizens
and visitors, present and future, to enjoy
and learn from the architectural legacy
of past generations.

Silver City has four registered historic
! districts, and standards were established
* for rehabilitating existing buildings and
designing new ones within the zone. The
standards were designed to maintain and
enhance the small scale and distinctive
characteristics of the districts’ homes
and commercial buildings. Owners of
properties in Silver City’s historic districts
are eligible for tax credits for approved
rehabilitation projects.

This project is partially funded by the
Historic Preservation Division,

State of New Mexico,

407 Galisteo Street, Suite 236,
‘Santa Fe, NM 87501

with federal funds from the

National Park Service,

U. S. Department of the Interior.
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he Silver City Museum has |
led historic preservation
" efforts in the Silver City region,
| including historic rehabilitation
| of the Ailman House. The H. B. |
{ Ailman House, a Second Empire |
style house, is listed on both |
| the State Register of Cultural &=
Properties (SR 186) and the %
" National Register of Historic |

| Places. The house has been [

somewhat altered, particularly
on the interior, but it retains [
© significant historic integrity.

For more information visit:
. Mountains owned by www.nmhistoricpreservation.org

- Meredith and Ailman was

A e e et e aee i
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. for the construction
of the houses. It took
Black over one year
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,‘cmtly, reconstruction of the

sulfed in_an enlarged
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City remvente\d itself as a healfh

sort for tubercu|05|§\pat|enfs. The

ilman House became a boardlng house

“in-the early-twenhefh century, hostmg:
masy young health-seekers

m The cupola was used
: for ventilation, reading,
wing and children’s bedroom during

oarding house era. But it was
a ’/y an exterior architectural feature.

The original house
consisted of the wood
floor areas and what is
now the kitchen.
The house ended
¥with the room
just past the
stairs. The oak
floors on the

| first floor were
installed in the
1930’s, but the
_pine flooring on
_ the second Hoor
is original.

nal house. Other changes
he addition of transom lights

and perhaps ~§ H.B. AILMAN HOUSE FIRST FLOOR |

In 1926 the building began a short stint
as City Hall, and then in 1931 the local
fire department moved into the Ailman
House, and three fire engine garages
were eventually added to the back of the
1900 addition. Oak floors were installed
downstairs in the 1930s, and a fire bell
was hung above the two pylons at the
~ front entrance.
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